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This }ear’s Simply Christmas is our biggest gift pack ever! Your favourite magazine is packed e
with decorating trends, festive features and seasonal hacks, and comes with two bonus magazines
full of gift ideas and recipes. Plus, a 2026 calendar so you can organise your year ahead! *
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BUY SIMPLY CHRISTMAS NOW!

ONLINE www.ourmediashop.com/simplychristmas25
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CALL 03330 162 138* and quote ‘Simply Christmas 25 Print 1' Oy

+UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inchusive or free minutes allowancos

{f offered by your phone tanf). Lines cpen weekdays %am 1o S5pm. Oversaas please call <44 (116 o for UK Including postage is £7.99, E
EUR price £8.9%, ROW price £5.99. All prices include PAP. Please allow up 10 28 days for delivery. Offer subject 1o availabilry.
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Welcome

ow Christmassy are you feeling? This is our second

festive issue of the season (just one more to go!)

and you'll just love flicking through and
tagging which projects are next on your list. Our cover
star, a rocking horse by Faye Whittaker, is gorgeously
nostalgic, but there’s so much inside this issue to suit all
tastes and levels. Durene Jones has created a stunning set
of motifs based on ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’,
perfect for cards and décor. We've also enjoyed a little chat
with Durene so grab a cuppa and turn to page 34.

Many of you have started on Fiona Baker’s 3D Santa’s
workshop last issue, so we hope you'll be super happy to
see that the second part is a mini model of Santa’s
house, with a peek inside!

Not everyone wants to just stitch Christmas, so we've
included a lovely Victorian ice skating scene by Maria
Diaz, as well as a beautiful set of winter fruit cards by
Jenny Van De Wiele, which can be adapted for all sorts of
occasions. And last but not least, we hope you all love our
2026 Margaret Sherry
calendar - enjoy her fun
illustrations all year round.
Turn the page for our full
contents. Merry stitching!
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The World of Cross Stitching

Meet some of our designers...

GAIL BUSSI MARIA DIAZ

FAYE WHITTAKER

Artist Faye is known for  Stateside designer Gail We always love to see
her All Our Yesterdays : creates wonderfully what Maria comes
paintings — this festive - homely and quirky up with next and this

¢ charts that are a joy to
. stitch. Her fireside hoop
- chartis just the cosy

© winter project for you.

rocking horse design
is a nostalgic nod to
a different era, lovingly
converted into stitch.

Victorian ice skating

With added ‘fur’ for a
dimensional touch.

www.gathered.how/woxs

scene is simply gorgeous.

Editor’s Letter
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O- www.instagram.com/
worldofcrossstitching

We will try and answer your
questions as soon as we can, but
if you're working to a specific
deadline then do let us know!

Don’t forget to send all
your stitchy questions and
design requests in to us!

Email us at:
theworldofxstitching@
ourmedia.co.uk

Write to:
Ask the Experts, g .,"_-n..‘..,,..m

The World of Cross Stitching, =~ ¥+ =ne=
Our Media Ltd,
Eagle House, Bristol
BS1 4ST

Send in queries via social media:

The World of Cross Stitching 3



In Your Issue

We bring you all the best projects, advice,
news and offers for the month ahead!

Content

You'll be busy all year

round with our
Margaret Sherry
calendar and
Joan Elliott angel
chart sheet!
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ROCKING HORSE

Gifts available with print edition only. Overseas gift(s) may vary.

Subscribe

and save

money WQEL&
=y

Projects

10 Rocking Horse

Faye Whittaker's festive nostalgia
20 Victorian Ice Rink

Take part in the wintry activity
28 3D North Pole - part 2

We're visiting Santa'’s cosy abode
35 Angel Hoop

From Stitchrovia’s newest book
39 Design Library: Twelve Days
of Christmas
The iconic carol in folk art fun
48 Beaded Cottages

Add sparkle to your tree
53 Christmassy ABC

Bespoke cards, gift tags and more
57 Cosy Fireplace Hoop

Curl up next to a roaring fire
64 SAL - part 12

Finish our 12-month stitch-a-long
70 Fruit and Foliage Cards

All-occasion cards for everyone

Subscribe today and get this adorable
'Hedgehog and Toadstool’ stitch kit,
included in this issue’s 2026 calendar,
plus six issues for just £29.49!

This free gift kit offer is available to new UK print subscribers only
and subject to availability. Offer ends 31 October 2025.

4 The World of Cross Stitching

1 ALL OUR YESTERDAYS e

| The World of Cross Stitching (ISSN 1460-

i 1970) (USPS 015-630) is published 13 times
i ayear (monthly, with a Christmas issue in

' November) by Our Media Ltd, Eagle House,
| Bristol BS1 4ST, UK.

| Distributed in the US by NPS Media Group,

i 74 Winthrop Street, Suite #6, Augusta, ME
04330. Periodicals postage paid at Augusta,
! ME and additional mailing offices.

| Postmaster: Send address changes to The

i World of Cross Stitching, PO Box 401,

i Williamsport, PA 17703
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Meet our guests

Say hello to this month'’s panel
Furry Tales

Collect a chart from Lucie Heaton
Exclusive two gifts!

Enjoy a 2026 calendar and bonus
chart sheet by Joan Elliott

Your letters

Stitchy gossip, photos and
heartwarming stories from you
Christmas Q&A

Durene Jones’ festive faves

Ask the experts

Our pros solve your queries
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67

68

76

78

82

In Your Issue
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Enter to win

Stitch charts & kits up for grabs
Best buys

The latest products, kits & offers
Next month

Sneak a look inside issue 366 to
plan your next project

How to stitch

Essential cross stitching know-how
Take a break

Complete a crossword and

a sudoku puzzle

Stockists

Suppliers of everything in the mag

. NEW |

e

CROSS STITCHING IS
FOR EVERYONE!

We are The World of Cross Stitching

and we want our magazine to reflect

the world we live in. We're committed

to creating content that is inclusive and
celebrates the diversity of the cross stitch
community. Stitching is for everyone,
regardless of ethnicity, faith, culture, age,
disability, sexual orientation or gender
identity. We have begun work on a plan
to drive meaningful change, but we
know it's a work in progress. We want
to listen to you, our readers. If you have
any questions or thoughts, get in touch at
theworldofxstitching@ourmedia.co.uk

The World of Cross Stitching 5



Reader Panel

Meet our guests

B
the Eogizzel’

% Get a sneak preview

% Receive a stitchy gift

Get to know this month'’s reader panel, and look out for their favourite projects throughout the issue

is a retired
school science
technician from
Southampton

Most recent fave WOXS design?
- | discovered cross stitch when | was
pregnant. I'd never picked up a needle :
- before and didn’t know a thing about
it, so | learnt everything from the

- internet and my kind neighbour, Kate,
- who is a talented crafter! | couldn’t
find a hobby that stuck, but cross

- stitch changed that completely.

- Three words that describe you?
- Creative, thoughtful, resilient.

- Who do you like to stitch for?
- | like to stitch for myself because
there’s no pressure — | can just enjoy
- the process and create what feels

. right in the moment. That said, I've
- also stitched for loved ones and

-~ friends, which is special.

. A WOXS design you love?
‘Greek Goddess’ from issue 362 (Sept
- 2025). I'll stitch her someday because

| really like Emma

# Congdon’s ‘Jigsaw Heart’

. from issue 359 (June
. 2025). I'm tempted to
. make the jigsaw pieces
all separate but can’t
quite decide.
What are you
currently working on?
A painting called The Garden of
Earthly Delights by Hieronymus
Bosch, the PDF chart produced by
Maria Olveira. | decided | had too
many threads and | needed a project
to keep me alive. My theory is that
| can't die before this project is
finished, so my incurable cancer is
just going to have to wait!
Have you gotten anyone you
know into stitching?
Proudest moment of my life was
when | received a birthday card
from my 26-year-old daughter.
Even more amazing was that the
design was one I'd used as a card
for my own mother years ago.

panel —
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Email theworldofxstitching@ourmedia.co.uk to be on the
tell us your name, where you're from and include

a good quality photo of yourself. Every panellist gets a |
preview of the magazine and a gift worth at least £25! I L

Caroline

Zbroch

is a digital
marketing
specialist

from Athy

How did you start stitching?

she’s stunning with her
peacock. The design
combines everything

| adore in a pattern —
elegance, intricacy and
a touch of nature.

- while and these were
- perfect when | saw.

. Your favourite

- designer? Why?

: | love Satsuma

- Street's patterns

- because they are so

- colourful and often quite simple to

- do, all the while looking very intricate

Emily
Millman

is a sales
consultant
from Telford

. What are you stitching now?
Currently, I'm stitching a memorial

poem to give to a coworker who

- recently lost her father.

. Your fave WOXS design?

- The ‘Fruity Bookmarks' from issue

- 359 (June 2025)! I've been looking

- for some bookmark designs to make
- for a friend who

loves reading for a

e "
“"-1
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=

and detailed!

. What's your proudest or most
memorable stitching moment?
- Finishing my first cross stitch in

-~ lockdown once | started again after

- my 10 year hiatus. It was a medium-
sized hedgehog and | keep it on

- display in my bedroom!

THANKS! This month's panel
members each get ‘The Girl with Gifts"

‘ from Luca-S*. Each kit comes with
the necessary materials to complete

| this picturesque piece, ready for the
wonderful holidays.

*For stockists see page 82

www.gathered.how/woxs
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Collectable Chart

Furry Tales

S%G\ Collect a chart from the adorable Furry Tales® family, designed by Lucie Heaton

\G)JZ)QZ

% Cross stitch in two strands dressed up

R e S TR Lizzie is in the
Elf Mouse key | TRvErare e festive spirt

DMC | Anchor |Madeira and ready to
~ | blanc 2 2402 | white be Santa’s
® | 349 | 1098 212 red little helper!
2 351 10 214 | coral Sporting the
b 436 1045 2011 tan holiday's iconic
o | 437 362 2012 | lighttan colours, her
$ 703 238 1307 | green elf ensgmble
v | 704 | 255 | 1308 | light green will delight
.- | 725 305 13 yellow Everyone.

» | 739 | 366 | 2014 | cream You can turn
w | 754 | 1012 | 305 | peach Lizzie '”tl_o ad
« | 948 | 892 306 | light peach per;ona Ise
® [ 3799 | 236 1713 | grey ;ar O at
% Backstitch in one strand d:?gggorr]ee
— | 37 2 171 .
| 3799 | 36. | 3. | grey with some
STITCH COUNT 40 high x 34 wide = candy cane
DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) — LT s =i : . : e iob
7.5x6cm (234x2Y2in) : : _ _ : : L8 ; riobon to
2= : . : ey . : match her
stripy socks!
10 y 10
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv : — :
? o SERSSiREias
M1ssed a chart? . S |
z i %@v $[5 Vahiw] A|+ {
ISSUE 364 $[S QL™ g [
. g . EJE] EJEd A 1
o AN
Monty is playmg a melodic et E L OOCELUE
tune on his trumpet, an 10 . o [« o/ AR 010 [B [
ideal stitch for a musician. INEEN [ IF QOB A [ T
Cef te] te a2 O] | a N[N0
|t e e Ahmwnmgnmw Sl |
|t | ¢ (/wiN B [O] o] 2 RN [0 bO/b |
X/ e | NERREEE AN b
b0 O] . : |
._ A5[SS
! ISSUE 363 etk SIS
O DLE D
; Celebrate Day of the Dead / @E UL HRE DOk ! '|
on 1-2 November with this ofbfa -; o
costumed mouse! . - SMEE BB Wi
VIVI[[d Sd
EVV R BIEIR) N |
ISSUE 362 2 RN LRl |
g With a wheelbarrow full of E 19 ~ ST i) Ebfd !
goodies, Lizzie is taking part 2 .l !
in the autumn harvest. ( ENEEEEENEEEEEE . NN =
For back issues, call = 03330 162 137 2 I 5 3 gj
or visit www.ourmediashop.com/ | ViFTe | fe ] ]
world-back-issues 3 20 i | ! 1
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Exclusive This Month

Your EXCLUSIVE gifts

Enjoy your 2026 Margaret Sherry calendar with six new charts, plus a festive angel by Joan Elliott

INSIDE! SIX CHARTS
6 NEW TO STITCH!

CHARTS TO
STCH Enjoy stitching this sweet

£ new selection of Margaret'’s

iconic animal illustrations

throughout the year.

PLANNING This beautifully &35

Bonus sheet available with print edition only. Overseas gift(s) may vary.

ﬁ:H,EAD o fillin all of nostalgic design by
ere's space to fill in all o - . M
your important occasions and J(?an Elliott I,S an all B
we've included the magazine time favourite from
on sale dates, too — you'll _ the archives as your
never miss an issue again! : bonus fold-out chart

8 The World of Cross Stitching www.gathered.how/woxs



Aida Evenweave Linen

Coffee Craft Fabrics

Hand dyed fabrics for cross stitch and needlework

COFFEE
CRAFT

FABRI (_'Sm

4

www.coffeecraftfabrlcs co. uk

100s of fabrics already dyed and ready to be posted out (normally within 3 business days) on the website.
No waiting for fabric to be dyed to order.

Needlecraft

lakesideneedlecraft.co.uk

. "Project Packs ¢

Get the complete project packs for your
favourite The World of Cross Stitching
designs every issue!*

We are providing project packs containing the fabric,
threads and other accessories needed to complete
the charts from the magazine - all delivered to your door!
It's so much quicker and easier than searching for each
product you need individually.

Visit www.lakesideneedlecraft.co.uk
to order your project pack and get
stitching right away!

*Magazine charts are not included



Rocking Horse

DESIGNED BY FAYE WHITTAKER

hile Christmas Day in
modern times features
many more gadgets

than yesteryear, we'd like to think
that there are still children who will
be unwrapping and jumping straight
onto a rocking horse this year! Artist
Faye Whittaker painted this scene as
a nod to last-century nostalgia and
we've lovingly converted it into a
chart for you to stitch this Christmas.
This is a fabulous design for
beginners to try something a little
more challenging, as it's less densely
stitched. You'll be using whole and
half stitches to shape the beautiful
scene, adding detail with backstitch
and feathering to the edges with
more half stitch. There are even a

Meet Faye Whittaker

¢6 | was inspired to paint this from a
wonderful childhood memory of my
favourite Christmas morning. | was
overcome with sheer delight to see this
Victorian rocking horse sat beneath the
decorated tree, along with the wrapped
presents. Oh, those were the days! 99

10 The World of Cross Stitching

Timeless
ride

Bring in the festive joy with our latest All Our Yesterdays
design, evoking the nostalgia of a vintage Christmas

g

¢ Decorate

Factbox NS

® Stitching Time
Approx. 40 hours

x Type of Stitches
Cross stitch, half cross stitch,
backstitch, beads

% Ease of Stitching
Intermediate

few beads to accent the saddle edge
and berries on the reins. For a quicker
finish or even a large greetings card,
you could leave out the garland. If you
know someone expecting a baby this
winter, this would make a wonderful
birth sampler by adding their name
and birthday. »

All Our yeg terdays
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Rocking Horse
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Rocking Horse chart (top left)
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Rocking Horse

20 30 40 50 60 70
|
- ] % Cross stitch in two strands
E??':‘% H DMC | Anchor [Madeira
] 8 blanc 2 2402 white
3% ‘ O | 02 398 1709 | light tin grey
¥ r : e f' e : 3 | 03 | 399 | 1802 | tingrey
HASS MLANIN LSS < 519 A 151 73 404 light pink
m 2l W | 310 | 403 2400 | black
: GRS g > 2 | 350 [ 11 213 | red
. EEEEER. i EE EEAC EEEEEEEEE & | 413 | 400 | 1809 | dark grey
WA B Q@ | 414 | 235 | 1714 | grey
S x | 676 | 891 2208 | sand
SRR N At v | 677 | 886 | 2207 | lightsand
WA ¢ | 700 | 229 | 1302 | dark green
N § | 702 | 226 | 1306 | green
‘- v | 703 | 238 1307 | light green
! Reaes * | 729 | 890 | 2209 | darksand
_l 7 x | 762 | 234 | 1804 | lightgrey
N | 782 | 308 | 2212 | tan
@ | 797 | 139 913 | dark blue
. H K | 798 | 131 912 | blue
() 817 13 210 dark red
E 3 898 360 2006 | chestnut brown
—1T ENEEE | IEEENEEEEE L3 975 355 2303 | dark ginger
Il K 976 1001 2010 | light ginger
el Li) s | 3354 36 2610 | pink
; A . A | 3731 76 506 | dark pink
A « 3770 | 1009 2314 light peach

3774 778 306 peach
3790 | 393 1905 | brown
3799 236 1713 charcoal grey

X
+

|
T
-
|
|
.
|
- . Iv 44 i
= % EEXKR
x A ;
SIPIR] :
F A F + :
y
N
|
=
|
y
Es| <

10N < e | 3821 | 305 2510 | straw
SiSter s ) (MY - o | 3822 295 | 2512 | lightstraw
S ST 4 + | 3826 | 1048 | 2306 | ginger
5/7 % Half cross stitch in two strands
am - A ey o 677 886 2207 | lightsand
Y it of Abibat > S EEEEEEE — | 746 | 275 2511 | cream
! ::ET:“ % Backstitch in one strand
= dabNy —[ 310 | 403 | 2400 | black
R R R ¢ eartrand Ve L mmE — 7797 | 139 | 913 | darkblue
. -E’;-” . . - ¥ Backstitch in two strands

: ol — | 817 13 210 dark red

' ; ] — | 898 360 2006 | chestnut brown
| el o 2 N HH : — 3814 | 1074 | 2706 | seagreen

£ R R St SRala | 1 %Mill Hill seed beads |

Saneasaaas o i e Ry AR R ® |03049] | | rich red
S CIEIEICICHE” 74 (SR GBI EARS BB W BFS = STITCH COUNT 143 high x 139 wide
e A e s i s e A . DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) -
ol A LS Sl bbb e WY 1 26x25cm (10%x10in)
DL LR e i g 5 =[O & k- NN NN : STITCHED BY Sam Lowe
aistair” | | - et HH ILLUSTRATION CONVERTED BY Fiona Baker
RIKIKE % ~ ! i This design was stitched using DMC stranded cotton
E | R & | I and Mill Hill seed beads

Rocking Horse chart (top right)
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2Rl Rocking Horse
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Rocking Horse chart (bottom left)
emmmmmm R i - e SRR | EHUe A
EEENEEEEEEE x| bk x x| X[ X[ %[ x| % x?dxx:r:] ] N
T x| x| x|alafx X X [k K| H] X[ % Kk k |
° k """ T elx[x[x[ala I&x X [ Jef X K|k I
1 X X X|X|X| XX X
PrOJect pac 010+0101010+040+01040] £ :: X xi b EIEIEIEI. JES X% % —]
O+ ) - Bkl X X HEEE X [k | 9 O
. . , . o e e = x| X[ X X XX 4
If you would like to stitch ‘Rocking LEE SRR OE A wpen i i
Horse’, Lakeside Needlecraft is = W s & i
providing a materials pack with LEE TN = H
. = I
the fabric, threads and any other = !
o ) 1D O - - N/ T TG L A - il
lakesideneedlecraft.co.uk to ] .

( 7
accessories you need. Visit www. 1 I 1] I O . T
(

order your project pack and get
stitching right away! 5

hroygh the key
doing the Cross

Work t

Zweigart™ 14-count white aida measuring :
46x46cm (18x18in) & apr Ofessional-hmk
Stranded cotton as listed in the key T \ finish
~Mill Hill* seed beads as listed in the key
 Size 24 tapestry needle; beading needle
~ Frame of your choice with a minimum
aperture of 31x30cm (12Yx12in)

en beads for \
ing .‘;r

*For stockists see page 82

Carine READER PANEL

&6 This design by Faye Whittaker would make a
lovely decoration for a child’s room, especially
one with a Christmas birthday. You could make
it less Christmassy by stitching just the rocking
horse and the child. The added shadow, whilst
small, really adds a nice touch. 22
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1/~ Needlecraft
for all your cross stitch kits
NEW SUPPLIER AVA STITCH

Visit our website
www.lvkneedlecraft.com

AVA STITCH AVA STITCH

PO82: Christmas PO77: The Warrior
Hope and her Guardian
Owls

AVA STITCH AVA STITCH

P110: The Scent of P083: The Young Girl
Flowers and the Guardian Wolf

. \ .
Stitchtastic
Huge range of fabric, ’(hreads,\ aperture cards,
acrylic coasters and so much more!

'Fab‘New Designs |

HAFSY w

~ . \ ‘ I P

—

www.stitchtastic.com
0114 3830333

& ZWEIGART

since 1877

In winter, it just cant be cozy enough. And
what could be better than an embroidered
hot water bottle for cozy evenings on the
couch? With our cross-stitch design "Winter
Letters", the hot water bottle becomes a
very personal favorite.

Just take a look at this creative theme at
www.zweigart.de/embroidery and follow
us on instagram for more inspiration!

PREMIUM NEEDLEWORK FABRICS
100 % MADE IN GERMANY

www.zweigart.de

For stockists contact:

Lakeside Needlecraft | lakesideneedlecraft.co.uk
Willow Fabrics | www.willowfabrics.com
Heritage Crafts | Tel: 01889 575 256
Woolwarehouse | woolwarehouse.co.uk
Stitchtastic | www.stitchtastic.com




*For stockists see page 82

Overto You 4 Every letter)

‘ Writer gets i
a prizel

Your letters,

We always love to see your stitches (and smiles!), so do
send the team your photos, letters and tips today!

Busy with
Beatrix

Star Letter

CREATING A KEEPSAKE . things Beatrix Potter,l her
animal characters feature in
some of my favourite pieces.
The sampler was completed
many years ago; | couldn’t
resist it when | found the kit. .
The Tailor of Gloucester is one = Busy with Beatrix
of my most-loved characters, : Dot has stitched many
especially as we lived in |||ustrat|ons by Beatrix Potter
Gloucester for some years and AR i
often visited the tailor’s shop.
My husband found the chart for the Christmas Tree in an odd
bin — based on a scene from The Fairy Caravan, it was a treat to
sew and frame. The rabbits were an amazing charity shop find
as | have worked a similar scene, in sugar, for a Christmas cake.
I'm always on the lookout for new challenges. You never know
where or what will inspire you next. Life is full of surprises.
Dot Penn, via email

y best friend Jo is a brilliant, strong and caring person.

Her dad, Bob, sadly has mixed vascular dementia and
Alzheimer's. Since 2020 she has moved back to care for him.
They were gifted a kitten in 2021 and Bob named the kitten
Jeff, so he was here to stay!

Unfortunately, in 2024, Bob was very unwell and admitted
to hospital. He thankfully recovered enough to return home. To
keep the memories alive, Jo has made books of photos. While in
hospital, Bob remembered Jeff as being black (something to do
with the dementia because Jeff is very much ginger!), so when
Jo asked if | could do a cross stitch of Jeff — | got designing!

It wasn't easy due to him being white and ginger meaning
it took a lot of different shades of the same colour, as well
as some colours you wouldn’t think. | was amazed how well
the face came out and you could tell it was him. Bob was so

surprised to receive the piece and continued to notice it as a i o ) )
new addition to the mantelpiece for days — he had no excuse Fiona: Your collection is fantastic, Dot. We're sure this makes a

to get the colour of Jeff wonderful display in your home and that everyone admires it.

wrong now! | have been
doing cross stitch for

several years, but | think B Village venture

this is the most special. Diane stitched the whole =
Joanna Timothy, & village series from 2021!
Staffordshire :

Vicki: Aww, Jo must
= Keepsake be very grqtefu/ to have
# 10's heartfelt | You as a friend, Joanna.

; make of Jeff ¢ You did a brilliant job in

, Fesdisahraadansa brln;l Inff //‘ WI.’ . - B o : . o

stitches. Well done! VILLAGE VENTURE
This issue’s star letter

I started the ‘Christmas Village’ series from issues 312-314

(November-Special 2021) just before Christmas last year,
and in between different projects over this year — | have finally

winner will receive

three wintry designs from

Heritage Crafts* — ‘Donkey’s

completed it! | absolutely love cross stitching and these 3D
patterns are my favourite and | would love to see some more
designs to make. Hope you like my Christmas village.

Diane McCummiskey, via email

Wish’ (RRP £27.99), ‘Penguin Sienna: This is incredible, Diane! We love how you set up the
Santa Card’ (RRP £9.80) and village with the twinkling lights, the backdrop and even the fake
‘Festive Robin’ (RRP £27.90). % snow — it looks fantastic! For those who want to stitch the village
series, you can purchase digital back issues on our app, which is
Y728 For more details visit vowr cimws 8 available on both Apple and Android devices. The patterns are
www.hcraftsdirect.com also for sale individually on our Etsy store*.

WRITE TO US AT: Letters, The World of Cross Stitching, Our Media Ltd, Eagle House, Bristol BS14ST
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Crafty Christmas

inished the last of the

bumper kit from issue 352
(December 2024). | had a lot
of fun making these. | got my
first cross stitch kit for my 11t
birthday and over 30 years
later | haven't stopped. | work
in a call centre so I'm able to
stitch in between calls. | find
it very relaxing as my job can
be very stressful at times. The
tags will be used for Christmas
presents this year. My 10-year-
old niece will love the card,
and the bookmark is going to
be a gift to myself.
Natasha Baron,
Lancaster

Claire: You're sorted for
Christmas this year, Natasha!

MAKING THEIR DAY EXTRA SPECIAL
B4 Extra special S

her granddaughter

Handmade holidays

live near Boston, USA and my husband gifted me a

subscription to your magazine. It lightens my day when
I find it in my mailbox! Thought you might like to see the
monogrammed napkin rings | made for Christmas using the
"Victorian Xmas ABC' in issue 327 (Special 2022). It's given
me the idea to make them for all our celebrations using
your wonderful cross stitch alphabets! Merry Christmas!
Christine Auger, via email

Vicki: Loving the napkin rings, Christine, they complement
the poinsettias beautifully! These will now become a

tradition in your household S AR R S ,
during the Christmas dinners, ~ i Handmadeholidays !
ready to be used year after i M.les "agk'." r&”g holders that |
year. How delightful. Al L | gueStS

haring my ‘Matilda’ from issue 333
(June 2023). It was an enjoyable
Zena made a tote challenge, especially the single and

bag and card for double back stitch. | then decided to
turn the finished piece into a tote bag
for my granddaughter’s 13t birthday.
Her middle name is Matilda! | lined the
bag with ‘Matilda and Friends’ fabric
from Remnant House*. The ‘Birthday
Cards’ from issue 337 (October 2023)
was also a delight to stitch. | am quite
excited to see what she thinks. Thank
you again for producing an amazing
magazine full of lovely projects.

Zena Massey, Hampshire

Hannah: | always enjoy a fun making
“#. = upproject, and this one is brilliant,
Sl Zena. She is definitely going to love it.

Overto You

& Crafty Christmas
Natasha stitched the

i festive i
: assortment
: of napkins

Iused a pattern from
issue 273 (November
2018). This was Durene
Jones’ ‘Scandi Advent
Calendar’. I didn’t use all
the designs, but | bought
new napkins for Christmas
and | wanted to make
them Christmassy — after
looking through all my
WOXS copies (I have every
issue), | thought these
designs would be great.

| made four for us and
two for my son (on black
napkins as he only ever
does a dark wash!). Hope
you like them as much as
| do. They were quick and
easy using waste canvas —
the worst bit was pulling
out all the threads!
Helen Knight, Grimsby

Parvin: The pair of you
have a matching set now,
Helen! Waste canvas is
very handy, but it can be
quite fiddly at times.

EMAIL US AT: theworldofxstitching@ourmedia.co.uk or like our Facebook page: The World of Cross Stitching

www.gathered.how/woxs
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Overto You

Mix and
match

ere is a photo of the

Margaret Sherry gifts
from issue 352 (December
2024). | decided to stitch
the gift tags together as
a picture, the holly in the
middle is from the ‘Festive
ABC’ in the same issue.
Ursula MacLennan,
via email

received issue 357 (April 2025) just
before | went on holiday so took it with
me to read on the plane. Fantastic issue.
| took some photos with my magazine
outside the Basilica de la Sagrada Familia.
Construction started in 1882, the final
tower is due to be completed in 2026, with
some final decorations to be completed in
2030-2032. Beautiful place.
Dot Fenwick, Glasgow

Fiona: We love seeing how
our readers make up projects,
and combining the giftis a
sweet idea, Ursula. You've
also proven we can mix-and-
match designs across the
issue as well, so thank you

Send in YO'L'I.I’ travel SnapS! for giving us some stitching

Send us a photo of yourself with a copy of your favourite issue or stitching to “Where Am 12’ via inspiration. Can’t Wajt to see
email or post to our address on the bottom of page 18. Dont forget to share your answer, too! what you make next!

FESTIVE FRIENDS

ere’s a photo of the cross stitch | made from Durene
Jones' ‘Christmas Friends’ Design Library from issue
351 (November 2024). As there was some space under
the gnomes, | attached a calendar. | managed to finish
it all and gave it to my daughter and her fiancé as a
present. They were delighted as they both love gnomes.
They especially loved the design | had chosen and the
sentiments on the banner. | know it is not perfect, but
| hope you like what | have done. Thank you for a great

: o / : : B4 Mix and match
magazine. | hope you have a brilliant Christmas and wish i Finishﬁ‘d?ﬁa ;?;i:h green frame,

you all a very Happy New Year. ¢ Ursula combined many designs
Deb Thawley’ via email B T T P S T T

[ Festive friends
: Deb made a sweet calendar for her i Hannah: Aw, what a lovely gift, Deb. The calendar is a
i daughter and fiancé as a present :  very good shout, and I'm sure they used it plenty this year. SEND US YOUR

ARTISTIC ENDEAVOUR sasessbess RN INTSSEE

Don't forget to send all your
letters and photos in to us!

. ello dear team, this is my

y latest project. It's a very

! small design which | enjoyed a
lot. It's from the designer, Elcin
Ozcan, and her works are very
neat and come out very well.
Have a nice day!
Marica Fava, Italy

Email us at:
theworldofxstitching@
ourmedia.co.uk

or write to:

The World of Cross Stitching,
Our Media Ltd, Eagle House,
Bristol BS1 4ST

) Parvin: Gustav Klimt’s The Kiss
! is already full of so much detail,
making it into a mini masterpiece
is quite the talent. We can’t wait
{ to see wait frame you pick out
for it, Marica.

Get in touch on Facebook, too!
Each letter printed only in The
World of Cross Stitching and
not in any other cross stitching
magazines will win a crafty
mystery prize!

WRITE TO US AT: Letters, The World of Cross Stitching, Our Media Ltd, Eagle House, Bristol BS14ST
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““The °
“follow Up
: desig nto .

) Sycan'\or"a;

Order now at
bo?hy'rhr'eads com or call 01900 8288

To advertise here,
please contact Emily

on 0117 476 7345
or email emily.savill@ourmedia.co.uk

- www.goldleafneedlework.co.uk
Beautiful Cross Stitch Designs and Accessories

Badger & Friends

Pitt & Pat

Winter Fun

Merry Robin
Kit £18 Chart £6.50

Winter Acorns
Kit £27 Chart £7.50

Transporting the Tree
Kit £22 Chart £7.50

Visit our website for a great range of Cross Stitch Kits,
Blackwork, Fabric Flair Aida, Threads and Accessories!
Also find us at www.etsy.com/shop/allaboutcrossstitch

DMC Color Variations

Blackwork Fabric Flair Aida

Set of 36 skeins of Color
Variations Thread £39

The Owl
Kit £20 Chart £7.50

Winter Scene
From £13 a FQ

For our latest mail order catalogue please send A5 SAE to
12, Worcester Road, Hull, HU5 5XE or order on 01482 571120

Painting-by-Stitching
L www.doodlecraftdesign.co.uk

" Cross stitch & Blackwork Kits
DoodleCraft Design

Discount code

DOODLES

DoodleCraft Design | Aithernie Lodge | Leven | Fife KY8 5NJ
Phone: 01333 429597




2L Victorian Ice Rink

DESIGNED BY MARIA DIAZ
—

Wintry
elegance

Travel back to Victorian times when you stitch this

beautiful frozen lake scene with added texture

0 matter what era you're
born in, when the first frost
of the season appears,

anticipation grows for what fun the
winter will bring. Wrapped up warm
in their plush fur-trimmed coats and
wool scarves, our skaters are dressed
to impress as they glide over the ice
in this frosty winter wonderland.
Maria Diaz's design is an ode to the
wholesome wintry activity, this time
set in the Victorian era as she adds
another to her iconic period designs.
Worked on crisp blue evenweave
for a chilly background, she’s included
silver metallic thread for the ice and
snow, making the scene even more
sparkly. Turkey work has been used
for the furry cuffs and edging of the

Tl r - L S S o e

L T

S

PO L IO M

P s

20 The Worldof Cross Stitching

Meet Maria Diaz

&¢ With this design, | attempted to create a
real feel of dynamic movement across the
rink, which | think I've achieved with the
central couple and little girl to the left. The
swish of coats, the scarves catching in the
wind, who else wants to be on the ice? 99

www.mariadiazdesigns.com

% Stitching Time ke,
Approx. 45 hours

x Type of Stitches
Cross stitch, fractionals, half
cross stitch, backstitch, turkey
work, beads

» Ease of Stitching
Advanced

coats, which may sound like a tricky
technique but there’s a detailed
tutorial on page 25 for you.

Finished in a moulded silver frame
with a blue mount adds another layer
of opulence to the vintage scene,
making it a timeless piece to stitch. »
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Victorian Ice Rink chart (top left)
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Victorian Ice Rink PrOJect

20 30 40 50
ARREYE FEEREEE PR RN N NN MMM VictorianIceRinkkey
TleleleicICICICICICICICTCT eI~
Etttttgttztttttg S N N N N NN % Cross stitch in two strands
tlelt et TITITITCICICICICIC IS ICTs Y™ i -
[F19190 ML SR AT A N N DMC | Anchor |Madeira
& CIeieTcre =
a) TICTETETETETETETE e I : N 85200 1 2401 Wh|te
NEE:. o A BEN —Herefereretere X | 317 | 400 | 1714 | dark grey
PRGBSl o ererfekdel e e 7 | 318 | 399 | 1801 | grey
REaE Pl 112 ¢ v | 319 212 1313 | dark green
F Q | 367 217 1312 | green
nas Ui ? 368 214 1310 light green
~ N 436 1045 2011 tan
8
X 437 362 2012 light tan
£ 498 1006 513 ruby
$ ark sage green
$ | 501 | 878 1704 | dark sage g
v 502 877 1703 sage green
& ~fsetaw AL~ (] 517 162 1107 | dark blue
R N K | 518 | 1039 | 1106 | blue
2 m M L i 519 1038 1105 light blue
N VIVIS A
Y @AY R b | 739 | 366 | 2014 | lightcream
NNNNSISV _ht-_éﬁv “Q” o n 31a > 01 dark b
v SISIVIN[X|x|b|x g g
STV IB IX[E (b1 ; b S pg ak by
NS 5T $T$TS il K 823 127 1008 navy blue
N[N DD
~ S 1S b | 839 | 1050 1914 | brown
i A T A A ® | 930 | 1035 | 1712 | delftblue
AR HEEEE Ha - has H p | 931 | 1034 | 1711 | light delft blue
- « 950 4146 2309 | peach
2 u #® | 3031 | 360 | 2003 | dark beige
. S ERAAAN : #® | 3328 | 1024 | 406 | salmon pink
E t s Y O | 3687 68 604 dark pink
i E t T[T E El 3688 66 605 pink
T[T tIR[E i w | 3689 49 607 light pink
tlt i XXX INTA
T[T T NNTX<T< Y ™ | 3799 | 236 1713 charcoal grey
NINTXTD
ot S Nix|x b e |3862| 374 | 1913 | beige
g c E N bib % Cross stitch in two strands DMC Light Effects
Kc Kt S el NN i Sier— * ]E415| | |pewter
E o SR N bl o bis % Half cross stitch in two strands
Yy LS i e a | 318 | 399 | 1801 | grey
> alajajaja el (¢l [elfe] W1 % Backstitch in one strand
A S L alala ——| 437 | 362 | 2012 | lighttan
| I NN EENEN — [ 3031 | 360 | 2003 | darkbeige
I T5T* " PP — | 3687 | 68 604 | dark pink
I R ERRRERRE il i M N A AN — | 3799 | 236 1713 | charcoal grey
'. T NN : AR 3 Turkey work in three strands
oo’ A L aaaas —[ 436 | 1045 [ 2011 ] tan
oo ) s e | 738 | 367 | 2013 | cream
L adojala —— | 3688 66 605 | pink
Q_Q_Q_Q
E % Mill Hill seed beads
[ ] l 020851 l I brilliant orchid
STITCH COUNT 110 high x 109 wide
TE[T[T[E[E DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) —
31313 951219 1219 210202 M A 20x20cm (734x734in)
Lt STITCHED BY Debbie Hart
NG
This design was stitched using DMC stranded cotton, DMC
AN Light Effects and Mill Hill seed beads on 28-count evenweave

. . ' over two threads of the fabric
Victorian Ice Rink chart (top right)
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Victorian Ice Rink

117171 N [T TxIl*I*[*]* blb blblo]e® ] T T 1T T FI*I*[*]*]* B T T RN ]
* | * o |®|® * il N BN
. T[Tl =
RNRNANAY VAN
r AR R R A R R
] NN AR R A R AT TETE [
] SENENRNRNAN R e fefe e [e]e
| KR AR ARREefelefelefefe]e]e]e]t
50 - i NN
| A
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; NNRAGLGNN ARRR] SNNNANTID
[ AR AR i RGN
1 R
|

Victorian Ice Rink chart (bottom left)

N . - -

Emily READER PANEL

&6 This may be my favourite L da e B
design out of all of them!

| love the colours and the
outfits that the people are
wearing, it is just so classic.
This is one that | would frame I
and display in my home all i
year round. 99
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Shoppmg list

PI'OJeCt pack ;:
If you would like to stitch ‘Victorian ¢
Ice Rink’, Lakeside Needlecraft is
providing a materials pack with _
the fabric, threads and any other éf
accessories you need. Visit www.
lakesideneedlecraft.co.uk to
order your project pack and get
stitching right away!

B S T a P S e
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do turkey
work stitch

Turkey work stitch is used to add a textured ‘furry’ effect to some of the
figure's overcoats in this design. Thread your needle with three strands of
thread in the colour indicated by the key. Ensure the length is long enough to
complete a whole row of turkey work stitches before you begin.
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1 Starting at the left of the bottom turkey stitch line as
indicated on the chart, take the needle through the second
hole in from front to back (1), leaving a short tail of thread
at the front. Bring the needle through the adjacent hole

to the left (2), then down through the hole to the right of
your original (3). The first locking stitch is complete.

2 Bring the needle through the original hole (1) again
to the front and, leaving a small loop of thread, take it
back down two holes to the right (4). Make sure the loop
doesn’t pull all the way through.

3 Thread the needle back up through the hole to
the left (5) and down two holes to the right (6), creating
another locking stitch across the top of the loop.

4 Continue this pattern of stitches until you reach
the end of the line. Then, bring the needle through to the
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front in the hole of the last loop and snip off to the same
length as all the other loops.

5 Repeat this process for all the rows in the section,
creating a new row of turkey work stitches for each line
on the chart. You'll find it easier working from the bottom
up. This allows you to see each line of stitches develop as
they're being formed, preventing the loops hanging down
from above and obstructing your view.

6 Snip through all the loops one by one, being careful
not to miss any. Comb through the threads with a needle
to fluff them up slightly and separate the individual strands
for the best finish.

7 Trim the threads down to form a soft, raised fuzz -
do this slowly and carefully to shape it to the area around
your cross stitches, using our photos as a guide.
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Each issue of The World of Cross Stitching meets
all your stitching needs, with over 75 easy-to-follow
charts, features, expert advice and stories to read.
Find it packed with beautiful inspiration that
you'll love, whatever your skill level!

DESGHED §Y FAYE WHITTAKER

Timeless

Have The World of Cross Stitching
delivered straight to your device
When you subscribe
Simply return to homepage to subscribe
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3D North Pole - part 2

DESIGNED BY FIONA BAKER

Snow place
like home

Join us in the last part of the North Pole village
series as we pay a visit to Santa’s sweet abode

or a man who spends the
busiest time of the year
packing presents, travelling

across the world in his robust sleigh
and reindeer friends, he too needs a
place to kick his legs up comfortably.
For the second part of the North

Pole instalment, open the door to
peek inside Mr and Mrs Claus’ home,
dressed to the nines in festive décor
with a roaring fire and a reindeer barn
fitted next door.

Just like the first part, you'll be
working with plastic canvas and
building each piece together — turn
to page 33 for our handy tutorial on
how to construct the Claus abode!
While only one of each chart is
required, you could stitch as many

¢ |'ve so enjoyed creating these mini models
to make and add to the Christmas decoration
box! | always think no home is complete
without a little black cat curled up by the fire
too. Can you spot his feline friend having fun

{ Parttwo .
. of series

Factbox

% Stitching Time
Approx. 80 hours
x Type of Stitches
Cross stitch, backstitch
»n Ease of Stitching
Beginner

reindeer your heart desires. If you
make the whole gang, they could
pull the sleigh from the first part!
Ensure you're not left off of
Santa’s 'nice’ list by completing
your winter wonderland with the elf
workshop in issue 364 (November
2025) to make your very own
wholesome Christmas display. »

S R

Meet Fiona Baker

behind the workshop as well? 99

www.fionabakerdesign.etsy.com
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3D North Pole - part 2 B

3D North Pole - part 2 key

% Cross stitch in two strands

DMC | Anchor |Madeira
N | B5200 1 2401 white
A 225 271 814 shell pink
n 310 403 2400 black
J 318 399 1801 grey
. 347 1025 407 salmon pink
v 561 212 1205 holly green
5 604 55 614 pink
A | 666 46 210 | red
R 703 238 1307 green
o 739 366 2014 cream
* 741 304 202 orange
Yo 743 302 113 yellow
-0 745 300 1M light yellow
* 762 234 1804 | light grey
e | 780 | 309 2211 | dark gold
L4 782 308 2212 | gold
= 793 176 906 cornflower blue
P 799 145 910 blue
® | 815 44 513 | ruby
b 976 1001 2010 | ginger
v | 3816 876 1703 pine green
N 3827 31 2012 light ginger
% Cross stitch in two strands DMC Light Effects
o |E3821| [ light gold
% Backstitch in one strand
—— | B5200 1 2401 white
— 310 403 2400 black
— 318 399 1801 grey
% Backstitch in two strands
—|Bs200| 1 | 2401 | white

% Backstitch in two strands DMC Light Effects
— [ E3821] [ | light gold

MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 55 high x 47 wide

DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) —
10x8.5cm (4x3Y4in)

EXTRA SKEINS NEEDED 3xB5200 (white),
2x347 (salmon pink)

STITCHED BY Alison Love

These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton and
DMC Light Effects

chart L (chimney back)
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3D North Pole - part 2 B2

assemble the
3D Santa house

Pieces to stitch: A (front) x1,
B (back) x1, C (right side) x1,

D (left side) x1, E (inside front) x1,
F (inside back) x1, G (roof right)
x1, H (roof left) x1, | (chimney
left) x1, J (chimney front) x1,

K (chimney right) x1, L (chimney
back x1, M (Santa) x1,

N (reindeer) x as desired

NOTE: Once you've finished
stitching, cut out all the
completed pieces leaving a one
square border. Be careful not to
snip into any holes containing
stitches, then follow the
tutorial for the construction. All
overstitching and whipstitching
done using three strands of
thread, unless specified.

1 Whipstitch the side edges
of pieces B (back) between the C
(left side) and D (right side) pieces
using white thread.

2 Join piece F (inside back)

to the inside of the side pieces,
sewing down both vertical edges,
leaving a gap of one square from
the front so it sits slightly inside
the model base. We used white
thread for the left side and the
ruby thread shade for the right

to match adjoining stitches.

3 Place pieces A (front)

and E (inside front) together

with reverse sides facing, so
they're positioned back-to-back.
Overstitch them together around
the bottom, across the slanted
top edges and on one side using
white thread. We chose to have
it opening on the left, so left this
edge unstitched.

4 Whipstitch the top short
edge of both roof pieces together
using white thread so it forms

a triangular structure. Overstitch
the remaining exposed edges of
the roof using white thread.

5 Place the roof on top of

the model and stitch (or carefully
glue) the long edges to the top
of the slanting edges of the back
(B) and inside back (F) pieces. If
you plan to stitch the chimney in
position, rather than glue, leave
the short edges open for now to
make the chimney stack much
easier to attach as this way you
have access to both sides.

6 Whipstitch the chimney (|,
J, Kand L) pieces together using
the grey thread shade, with the
slanted bottom pieces between
the corresponding flat bottomed
ones, so it forms a complete
structure. Overstitch around the
top edge using white thread.

7 Position the chimney on
top of the shorter roof section,
with the slanted edges flush
against it. Line it up with the
chimney stack on the inside front
piece design, then stitch (or very
carefully glue) in place around the
bottom edges. If you left the roof
unattached from step 5, finish
sewing this in place along the
short edges as before.

8 Whipstitch the unstitched
short edge of the joined front
pieces to the corresponding side
wall edge, ensuring the front of
the workshop is facing outwards.
This creates the hinge for the
model to open out.

9 Overstitch around the
remaining exposed bottom edges
of the model. We used white
thread for a snowy look.

10 To stand the Santa (M)

and reindeer (N) pieces up, cut
out small pieces of plastic canvas
from the off-cuts and glue them
to the back of the stitching, so
they protrude outwards at right
angles from the base, as pictured.
Hold in place for the glue to fully
set before standing up.

The World of Cross Stitching 33




Christmas Q&A

In the spothght

Durene Jones

Durene has been designing for 21 years and is loved by our readers. Here she tells us
what she enjoys about Christmas and the cross stitch community

: Cool camper: | +
: From issue 262 :
: (Dec2017)

What do you love about
designing for Christmas?

It's a fun and magical time of year
where anything is possible. A great
excuse to be bright, colourful and fun,
which fits me very well. While | love
all the novelty aspects of Christmas,
designing snowmen is what draws me
in the most. | think it probably goes
back to my love of building snowmen
as soon as there was any snowfall in
our back garden when | was younger!

Do you have a festive
childhood memory?

My childhood Christmases were in
the 70s and 80s, so | daresay they
were quite different to now. | loved

34 The World of Cross Stitching

the run-up to the big day, including
things such as getting an advent
calendar every year and opening a
door everyday to see what picture
was hidden behind, or decorating my
grandma’s Christmas cake with my
mum. We would roll out marzipan
and icing, get out the biscuit tin of
decorations — it all seemed so special
to me as a young child. Once done, it
was a sign Christmas was nearly here.

What traditions do you follow?
Nowadays the cake is shop-bought,
but | do love making the house look
festive. | love getting the decorations
out and remembering things I'd
forgotten about — some decorations

look quite worn as they have been
passed down through generations,
and a lot are homemade, but that's
what makes them more special.

What do you enjoy about the
cross stitch community?

It's a great environment for advice or
guidance. If you find a good group to
join, it can be a very supportive space
to share the things you are currently
stitching and receive tips and tricks
from more experienced stitchers,
especially if you're a beginner. You're
always learning new things, or how
others do things you may not know
about. Cross stitchers are generally
very friendly and welcoming people
— we always love to encourage each
other so it's a very good place to feel
a sense of belonging and to build
lasting friendships.

What's happening for 2026?

I'm looking forward to seeing my new
friendship stitch-a-long for The World
of Cross Stitching next issue — | hope
you love it as much as | do! %

MORE: You'll find Durene on Facebook at
@durenejonescrossstitch, or on her Ets
store durenejcrossstitch.etsy.com

From Gold
] issue 114
: (2014)
R
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¢¢ This angel brings with
her a gentle nod to the
traditional Christmas

story and also acts

(I'd like to think) as a
happy guardian to the
household during the

festive period. 92
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Angel Hoop PrOJect

Divine
tidings

With a dash of retro elegance, this angel hoop will add
joy and colour to your collection of Christmas décor
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Angel Hoop PI‘OJeCt

Angel Hoop key

¥ Cross stitch in two strands
DMC | Anchor |Madeira

stitch on

dark fabric

434 310 2009 tan e . . .
. It can be difficult to work with dark fabric compared to lighter
602 57 702 dark pink . .
: coloured fabrics, so here are some tips on how to get started!
603 55 505 pink

To help the holes show up while you're stitching, place a white sheet
on your lap. It's much easier to work with dark fabrics in a hoop or
frame, as this will stretch the weave a little when taut, but if you're
still struggling, then we recommend investing in a magnifier lamp

to help you see the holes more clearly. Remember to take breaks to
948 | 8% 306 | light peach avoid eye strain and to stitch in good light, preferably daylight. For

+ [ 3340 | 329 301 | dark peach some projects, you can use three strands to make the stitches fuller

3 | 3341 | 328 403 | peach with less show-through from the fabric behind.
& | 3799 | 236 1713 grey

e | 3829 901 2210 dark sand :T:i.
K | 3842 164 1010 blue ' ; CREREE

STITCH COUNT 131 high x 95 wide

DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) —
24x17cm (9Yax634in)

EXTRA SKEINS NEEDED 2x747 (sky blue)
This design was stitched using DMC stranded cotton

605 | 1094 613 light pink
725 305 113 yellow
729 890 2209 | sand

747 158 1104 sky blue

~ el |a|M|=

Shopping list

Advanced beginner

e 4 :
5 Factbow : beg‘lnner
{ . project
. » Stitching Time ==l
( Approx. 30 hours o
) » Type of Stitches )
§ Cross stitch E
3 x Ease of Stitching §
§
I i

There S more

This chart is from Merry Stitchmas
by Emma Congdon (£16.99).

There are 24 bright, joyful, and
contemporary festive patterns in
her signature style for you to stitch
and enjoy for all the Christmases to
come. Available to purchase now,
visit www.davidandcharles.com
for more information.
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A

Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines

Discover the joy of
smaller ship cruising

Member Benefit
Step aboard, slow down, and sail somewhere special.

With Fred. Olsen, cruising feels personal again. Think
smaller ships, hand-crafted itineraries, and a kind of
hospitality that's quietly exceptional, all sailing from
regional UK ports, with no airport queues in sight.

Whether you're tracing fjords, island-hopping through the

Med or exploring hidden harbours closer to home, every m
journey brings you closer to the heart of your destination, Join Cruise Collective
and makes the getting there feel just as rewarding. for free and unlock

No fuss. No flights. Just a more thoughtful way to travel. exclusive discounts

*Visit the website for full T&Cs




DESIGN LIBRARY

On the [irst day...

A FOLK ART-STYLE LIBRARY INSPIRED
BY THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

Honour the iconic Christmas song with these
festive folk art mini makes by Durene Jones

% 31 quick-and-easy motifs % Durene Jones' design inspiration ¢ Stitches for every skill level
% Helpful tips and advice ® Unique presents, home décor ideas, and more!
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DESIGN LIBRARY

WINTER WISHES

Handmade Christmas cards add a touch of delight to the
gift giving, so why not make a batch with your desired
motif (we picked 6) and affix onto complementing card?

L o M M R P M

e gi

FESTIVE FANCIES

Elevate your cake with a 14-count white 2in aida
band with gold scallop edge (7107/181) from Lakeside
Needlecraft* with the golden rings border (29) repeat.

40 The World of Cross Stitching

WINENOT?

If you haven't tried perforated paper before, then now’s
the time! We turned motif 24 into a novelty hanging for
a wine bottle and finished off with some red ribbon.

Cap et Sl e —

LITTLE DRUMMER BOY

Create a bespoke table setting with stitched napkins,
using 14-count soluble canvas (21) and complementary
napkin ring (13), patched onto a band of felt.

www.gathered.how/woxs



PIED PIPER

A fun way to make name cards for the table, using the
alphabet (25) and your chosen designs. How about for
one you stitch the piper piping (8) a fanciful tune?

e

GOING CRACKERS
Go the extra creative mile and make your own Christmas
crackers by adding a simple, yet sweet, motif (15). It'll
make for a great conversation starter at the party!

www.gathered.how/woxs

DESIGN LIBRARY

MAIDS A-MILKING
Store your festive sweets in this personalised jar

with the maid and her cute cow (2, 23). Use acid-free
double-sided tape when sticking onto the jar.

N N N R N R e R e e M P e ]

—:'_-_._ _zﬂi-n_

PARTRIDGEPAL

Simple yet sweet, the partridge in a pear tree motif (19)
works ideally as an aperture card, capturing the spirit of
the season. Post the card to loved ones this Christmas.

*For stockists see page 82
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DESIGN LIBRARY

| | | | | | | | | | | | ] | | | ]|
| | NN EN NN NN RN EREEE IR
Twelve Days of Christmas ke
# Cross stitch in two strands
DMC | Anchor |Madeira I
A | B5200| 1 2401 | white mum)
- S 1T 16 254 1308 | pistachio green ]
il il L] 310 403 2400 black 0
2 | 349 1098 212 red
. A 352 9 303 coral
- B | 433 357 2602 | dark tan
s [l L K | 436 | 1045 | 2011 | tan
_ N i 5 605 | 1094 613 pink I
Moo e fr ‘ 1 ﬁ‘}i - )j @ [ 700 | 229 | 1302 | dark green |
S o v | 703 | 238 | 1307 | green ,
TR e % | 740 | 316 | 204 | orange uE
Q 743 302 13 yellow |
K 815 44 513 ruby
IR « | 950 | 4146 | 2309 | peach
n_e l » mmmm y:‘ o mEmEREAE S Q | 959 | 186 1114 | mint green !
L LR L N EEEEAE 2 | 964 | 185 | 1112 | lightmintgreen |
RESRE NS NN SEEEEEEREERERENwE ® | 3814 | 1074 | 2706 | darkmintgreen |-
e e o N o, f
I o AR ¥ Backstitch in one strand i
: FH 009 dlofo) - H - HH f
- 8 CAC e —| 310 | 403 | 2400 | black
TR o | | YSYeSa I xBackstitch in two strands ;
LRt latal | | | | EEEEE b — 16 254 1308 | pistachio green [
— 1| 700 229 1302 | dark green 1
i
STITCHED BY Michelle Brookes ]
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton HH
]
T
. T
| ) ]
! ! -
1 1 1 i
|
iy 1 . 1
N ¥ W alag 1 ]
LY alalalala | 11
| | | ala.alalalala 111
| I S alalaalaa Q | ]
- - Qlslsa | .
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Q QlQ - -
‘QQ_gg ‘. = * : : vl VIVV ..
71Q|QIQA | | VIV VIV Y T [
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i m NEXT MONTH WINTER VILLAGE'
W B ) ] ] ‘ ‘ .
1 Designed by Gail Bussi, our next Design Library is
5% H ——————1 wholesome and inviting, celebrating the community L : .
v 1 during the merriest time of year. Get to the shops | s e
T T on 29 October to pick up your copy of issue 366, or ;
T ool | subscribe and the issue will be delivered straight to
I e | yourdoor. You can find this month’s money-saving
....... - EET 0 subscription offer on page 26.
) T O A
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From stunning stitching
to cosy knits, beautiful
quilts to modern sewing,
cute crochet to creative
embroidery - we've
handpicked the best
designs from brands you
trust for quick download.

v Exclusive designs

v Tested by our experts

v Access the PDF pattern
straight away and get crafting

Get 15% off your first purchase
with offer code XMASWOXS15
- visit gatheredshop.com today!

Shop now & save 15% at gatheredshop.com

Offer valid for 15% off selected collections at Gathered Shop (www.gatheredshop.com). To redeem enter the offer code at
checkout. No minimum purchase required. Available to all customers, one use per customer. Cannot be combined with other
discounts or promotional offers. Gift cards excluded. Offer valid until 31 December 2025, 11:59 PM.
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Prqjéét | Beaded Cottages

DESIGNED BY DURENE JONES

Merry
dwellings

Let these beaded beauties light up your Christmas tree
with their sparkly style and tactile finish

;/’(’3@\_) P

our Christmas tree can never Fl}«;n Vglth
have too many decorations, F actbow | €ads ;

so be sure to make room -
for this set of beaded cottages » Stitching Time
in a variety of shapes, styles and Approx. 15-16 hours each
colours. Durene has designed these % Type of Stitches
welcoming and cosy abodes to Cross stitch, beads
look like iced gingerbread houses — % Ease of Stitching

wouldn't it be a dream to live in one Intermediate

of these delicious, sugary homes?

For those who haven’t stitched arm, making sure that one strand falls
with beads before, especially on on either side of the bead to keep it
plastic canvas, this project will help upright, before moving onto the next.
you feel more confident. Add your If you have a particular festive
beads using a whole cross stitch colour scheme, why not mix and
in two strands of matching colour match the bead shades? Or customise
thread for a neat finish. Secure each with your loved one’s favourite colour
bead to the canvas with the bottom to make a bespoke gift this year. Bring
arm of the stitch then add the top in the shine! »

T T T T T T L L T T T o T T T e LW T T o T T T T T T T Tl

Meet Durene Jones

&6 Snowy cottages at Christmas always bring
a feeling of comfort. What could be better
than lovely beaded cottages with an added

feel of festive glamour? Il be making a lot of

these this year to give to people as delightful
Christmas gifts. 92

www.DurenelCrossStitch.etsy.com

Sponsored by

PR AIHIHAIIR I HHIHHIAAAAIR I IIOAASA KA ARHRAIA,

Lakeside

] Neﬁecraﬂ
I/
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' 12Ul Beaded Cottages
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make your
- opTIP beaded decorations

. 1 Cut around your completed stitching leaving one square of canvas around
your fabric

{-\ ® pNever use‘)‘ast_IC anvas the edges, trimming off any bumps along the edge of the plastic as you go.
jssors on \ . . . .
sil:::ep those sharp! Use = 3 2 Back your cut out shapes onto white felt using acid-free double-sided tape.

b
>

’

3 Cut around your felt following the shape of your canvas cut out, trimming
the edges and corners for a smooth finish.

4 Attach a loop of ribbon to the back of the felt using a few small stitches to
secure it in place. To ensure it's positioned centrally, follow the centre arrows on
the chart so it hangs nicely on your tree.
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Beaded Cottages Batrcs

20 10 10 20
— : R — Beaded Cottages ke
e ] !
. 3 8C olee @i St T % Cross stitch in two strands
RoBes RS B e SRS S EE ESES DMC | Anchor |Madeira
tt]t [€ J@tjtit 8RR e Q@ | 5
Receee® BE] BREEE0ENNE SSE T N | B5200 1 2401 white
!. iﬂaht 2 @ E Et;@m.l @ (X]
RoSL N SOIOS! < © e : B $ 701 227 1305 | leaf green
R BE L SR O BE e o S s o | 743 | 302 13 | yellow
L A A e e L e L b e ¢ | 747 | 158 | 1104 | lightblue
] Eﬁzﬁggggg 9 E L < E E i SEE R 807 168 1108 blue
[ speegEe et sl o W 3 .
Eif\mm NEiN|@lt ] .’L/\ N » ! 817 13 210 re
L OmeCC RO COmEIOC OITEEE e b | 898 360 2006 | brown
R A IS 0 I RN SIS IS s 5 2 | 907 | 255 | 1308 | green
NN |@@BNITE N | N 908 N ees :
AEENeCNe s KeciceEess ttleee FENee K 976 1001 2010 ginger
Bgmmg :'.. 9| .I..Q =] IQ. mmc i Qmmmmn | -« ink
HocRemertiese S moeOE~ s El 3705 35 410 pin
. L B g T g 3 Mill Hill seed beads
EE“Q“EAAG et aTle Ty Yt eeseeses T @® | 00167 Christmas green
it N
coom S0/ Kiekle . e0ee08ee O |00479 white (x3)
Jgebggae. Idaaaeegs sePeeeaaus SeaaeEaeEe s
| /\Imlgr\f\r\f\f\r\mmlmhmm[mh ANAAAIAA 2'2!2?222222222222'229\ . 02013 red red
__@ A A AR A e A A AT T N A A '_.'.—.“?_E__ @ | 02041 maple
+ : . @ | 02088 opal capri
© | 02104 grasshopper
O | 02105 sweet corn
@® | 03507 satin turquoise (x2)

STITCH COUNT 40 high x 45 wide

DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) —
7.5x8cm (234x3%4in)

STITCHED BY Lisa Draycott

These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton and
Mill Hill seed beads (multiple packets listed where required to
stitch the full set)

Project pack

20 10 y 10 20 If you would like to stitch ‘Beaded
I — Cottages’, Lakeside Needlecraft is providing
o kel a materials pack with the fabric, threads
e C C@KIG) . o 0
slvesc @ _oiKeciecelNol and any other accessories you need. Visit
N2 SN 2 @% .
socelsic el || PIKeceialacleK www.lakesideneedlecraft.co.uk to
Al S 3 E B 5 6 B i .
sooMeComeewesKeoolalalAlAck CeKe order your project pack and get stitching
oA G ] D] g ?G . |
S right away!
sivoCiveleweCKecoalaeeaokicbkic 28800 eKE
HRRE K| @] @S| @) i (€
NN )| ) EIEIEIEIEIEIEIEIE] EIEI ENEIEd S]] o)
®CoMCKeCEoDeCREoReRERRRRRRAEE
@viee) SKelcleleeeeleeepeeeeopeeepeesceteRcl |
NOEEEEE e e CoCLORORE 5
QENE0000OSEEEEEEEE EEE B0 E aREE e 8
9 9@ ] ee@ee @ L
= 2 AHEEHEHEEBEHEAE =
T 09 0 HEemeeMI L ORI
?20? j A - L3
e © D € € gl A ]
sleels[oiseveleeecclooboblRIcReeces| : claiclelele || Carlne READER PANEL
ol lse e s e mieikik T i e i R & | love the idea of using
] 51 B[9®8/blbiblb- DeeteEcCrRR Sele® || : ;
] o :@ ...8 @) :DCOO-QO:OQ 6] ? c : E 53; @2 s , ] beads, which should make it
u ' . P - o - all the more Christmassy.
S 2@ RRCEIEEIE R
| 1<)l f\f\..BQU E DEEEIHEE A® (N NIE @[] o || !
e Kl E o e LINE Idprobgblywantto use
Clcleeeseel eeee sceeccecCeEEeECEEe eee | really bright sparkly ones.
eee - CaRORROE00E e c el claeEccreeeee | X
® Sis[seeees  eciocoLOocoSceAeeeCORC | | The colours are a little more
3 B?\%ﬁ?%ﬂﬂmmmm%{_ rvv\f\f\f\r\mmm|mr\r\f\|f\im|mmf\r\r\r\r\r\mmm ol interesting than the usual
= @) ARAARIRIARRIRARRARAAAE] .
Sotaamsesan. aasasatdoansnseaataasasasas ds plain red and green. %9

A
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PrOJect Beaded Cottages

HANNAH,
CHARTING
ASSISTANT

OO

66 I've already
started planning
who I'm going to
give each of these
decorations to.
After all of that,

| will definitely
start working

on stitching the
whole set for

both me and my
mum. These are
decorations we'd
both want to have
on our trees. | can't
wait to see her
reaction when she
receives these. 99

Shopping list

3 14-count clear plastic canvas measuring
10.5x11cm (4x4Vain) for each design from
Lakeside Needlecraft*

% Stranded cotton as listed in the key

3 Mill Hill seed beads as listed in the key from
Lakeside Needlecraft*

3 Size 24 tapestry needle; beading needle

2 White felt, red ribbon and acid-free double-
sided tape of your choice from local stores

*For stockists see page 82

eI Te T Te e e TeTaTeTe o]

Wamm‘mwmmmxww

] h %
% There’s more ;
? Inspire your stitching with seasonal products at §
Ef Lakeside Needlecraft, www.lakesideneedlecraft.co.uk §
% 4 New designs from 5
% Bothy Threads, such as 4
:‘:’: ‘Woodland Wreath', £22.49 i
K
% %
: i
E g
%;
k ) ) W
H » Christmas Coaster kit by B %
% Heritage Crafts, £10.80 || _womx cemsnws |
X - i
g festive
% 4 DMC threads in festive E
é colours and metallics, i
E starting from £1.75 §
LaLeqrde %
g ‘ Needlecraﬁ %:
.( §

&mmaAmwmm'@mmmm@mwm
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i Stltchlng

PATTER NS

i Stitch up this set
E of unique cards
erteanianagznn

: Carry the Christmas
candy in this 3D train :

Shop with us!

Welcome to The World of Cross Stitching
Etsy store where you'll find easy-to-follow
cross stitch charts in a broad range of
themes and styles. Prices start from just
£5 for an instant PDF download complete
with full-colour and black-and-white
charts, instructions and beginners’ guide.

V1ct0nan Joy'to the Wi Advent Calendar '

by et o Tttt b

[ = N

Fond tnld 1ot

www.worldcrossstitching.etsy.com
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::: ]
| MeetPoppyBenner |
(] an
4 5 %
:5.: 66 You will repeatedly %
K come back to this  §
5‘: alphabet set for gifts
¥ i
% or bespoke place cards.
H , ]
= These merry motifs are %
quick and easy, so you'll §
& have plenty of timeto
' B & N stitch them before the
A i M ' big day! 99 %
$ A _* | ALK é
w.TapestryBarn.etsy.com '.

50500 16:m:@hxm:@:-xmm:m-:m:@:g;

www.gathered.how/woxs

DESIGNED BY POPPY BENNER

Spevcia
stockin

An illustrative alphabet set that can be used to
decorate stockings, make amusing tags and more
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Christmassy ABC BZee

[ 11 | 1] o
' Christmassy ABC key
% Cross stitch in two strands
AR AN AN S AAA I JE DMC | Anchor [Madeira
AAAn  ROGAA MREE Gl i At ma A | blanc| 2 | 2402 | white
A ARA ot 2 | 164 | 240 | 1209 | green
N AR fgrogs i O | 352 9 303 | coral
A m Eéég“ 0 ® | 518 | 1039 | 1106 | blue
Cnin i A~roado] 1 felee = A | 666 46 210 | red
. a g g g@g — A 754 1012 305 peach
» 11 ORLOLOLAOIOIOT % | 782 | 308 | 2212 | darkgold
- - ggééé@ o | 783 | 306 250 | gold
| ' T I | 844 | 104 1809 | grey
® | 946 332 207 orange
Q 958 187 M4 mint green
| | o 964 185 1112 light mint green
5 -o- 972 298 107 tangerine
L & | 3801 | 1098 | 411 | lightred
QTR $ | 3814 | 1074 | 2706 | seagreen
] — | 3823 | 386 2512 | yellow
* - 40 AU HE S | 3827 | 311 2012 | ginger
LJEL £l . i » | 3866 | 926 | 2101 | pear
L Sits B.aae i % Backstitch in one strand
B aas e ——| blanc | 2 2402 | white
[ — | 844 | 1041 | 1809 | grey
— | 972 298 107 tangerine
- MAXIMUM STITCH COUNT 26 high x 26 wide
] 177 i = DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) —
. SL 4.5x4.5cm (134x134in)
T OOOOIONT | LA nE STITCHED BY Lisa Draycott
QIQIQIQIQIQ QQ | ] . ) .
i e . B N Sy | ] These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton
O \WIVIVIVIIVIV) V00OV
QQQAQQQIA[Q]Q Q[Q|Q|Q|Q
| % Y VIVIVIO VIOV ] £
g QIQIQIG QQ{Q]QIQ) A
v W VIO VIOV A \
Q{QIQIQIQ) - \\
¥ - "
¢, JOPTIP
i iron-on ; .
' the b Oon-on mterfacmg to |
SIENNA, ul
PRODUCTION
EDITOR
&6 | was planning ] I
to make a pair
of personalised
stockings for my ! g
little nieces this o~ Shopplng‘ ].lst
Christmas, and . Yy N u
I'm sure they’ll ] e AN u ®
be overjoyed to ] ANk WA ]
see their names u ' IR AN 1]
spelt out with this o [ s ey o] W
illustrative alphabet LB s VIRV A u
set. Each degign is aAsARUMAN SN A
so creative! 99 IS
N[NNI
] ST -
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Christmassy ABC

1T [ I F I i i i i i
o
QQ o] °
o N'e oTe
i |
o N N
Q o NN|N =N N[N
SN O lel~ AN~ AN AAA
NN ]—= [N aalaalalla {
B oo Nrer&d N N[AA] AN T
“T\O oI~~~ T T RAEA T =
oIN N IN[N N N[N "
9N NN INININININ[—]N I\n
NN N[NNI NN o i
Q N NN N [NNINNAN] W i B b
NN N [=IN[NININININ] M AR &N >
.f'\f\/\f\(_\f\(\—(\f\ N N %R
B NANNINRINAAAN i S
AERRE AR - 1 AR 8N
- ARSI RIS o A T B
! ‘A a @ [ 10%] 23 0%) CeBk%)
= = W \ of o] .
! o ebenlolofeief ||
| T 1]
EE
NNNENNRN l I
L] m
] NN & b »
5! adala s Al o
£ 4
TR i v o {
HL A “e o . | |
2 oKs
Ve ER i L™ s
Ah A (’1 — -
5 &3 N
A A e i
il
. 1 T L] 1] I 1, ]
12 T [: | ] ] bl ] E -;" | |
7 - 8 - __E|:|;x *’i... a
- S Rpkok /|
Yo7 AKiabIE I s b el
R a) .
H il
AEA A Il (I
''''''' —J'(’.‘;:n‘-—:
X Aok
. * /
L i LAy
i =
: H
Easyto ; .
. stitch \
5 3 a) ' = e
Factbox %= b AR ARRRE". i
H ki NINIAVNA s |
% Stitching Time A INEONN R Q.L_
Q -
Approx. 3-4 hours each - o /-
% Type of Stitches K \ : ]
Cross stitch, backstitch WA 2 e /
x Ease of Stitching = i
Beginner TR :
, 1
EER
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{ SWEET =

{HOOPMAKE:

V. FORTHE |
HOME

é"Zﬁ'}l‘.’@l’l‘}OZOXOIOXPXOX‘XOZ‘I.ZOZ.P:'PZQXO:PX@}:Z'PX’I“I'EPI‘Z'Z“Z‘X'T‘I’Z’X‘EX@EZOIOXOX‘.E DESlGNED BY G AIL BUSSI
: Meet Gail Bussi :
; :
5 46 There's no better § o
% feeling than gathering &
@: " around the warm fire & K e eP 1 I I g
E’ in winter. I've chosen
¥ i )
§ to create a nostalgic ?
;j scene with a decorated '%‘f
3 tree, gifts and the family Wa r m
dog and cat, hoping for §
some treats! 99 :,"3
B
i Curl up by this blazing hearth surrounded by your
o N nearest and dearest during Christmastime
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PrOJect Cosy Fireplace Hoop
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Cosy Fireplace Hoop chart (bottom right)

Caroline READER PANEL

&6 This reminds me of holiday pieces from

the 90s — full of nostalgia and charm. | would
display it in a classic wooden hoop on the

wall during the holidays or prop it on the
mantelpiece. It's the kind of piece that will bring
comfort and timeless tradition to any home. 99

:_;-"""Practise."" Project paCk
F ac tbOiE ;‘a_frag’t?gll;als If you would like to stitch

‘Cosy Fireplace Hoop’, Lakeside
Needlecraft is providing a materials
pack with the fabric, threads and
any other accessories you need.
Visit www.lakesideneedlecraft.
co.uk to order your project pack
and get stitching right away!

x Stitching Time CHRRE= A
Approx. 45 hours S o
x Type of Stitches
Cross stitch, fractionals,
backstitch, French knots
x Ease of Stitching
Intermediate
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Our panel of professionals is here to help you with your
cross stitch dilemmas — however large or small

GET IN TOUCH FOR STITCHING HELP

Don’t forget to send all your stitchy questions and design
requests in to us!

Email us at: Write to:
theworldofxstitching@ Ask the Experts,
ourmedia.co.uk The World of Cross Stitching,

- . S . ) L ) Our Media Ltd,
Fiona Baker Hannah Erskine Vicki Atkinson Send in queries via Facebook too: Eagle House, Bristol

Senior Technical Editor Charting Assistant Editor @The World of Cross Stitching  pgq 4¢7

Fabric conversions

PtEnd Nty g W24 | bought a Cross Stitch Gold Festive Collection magazine to
complete some of the beautiful patterns, only to realise they
- were mostly done on 28-count fabric which is much too fine for
. ﬁ n me to use. | hope you can tell me if it's possible to convert it to
- using aida, and how | go about it please?

Sandra Bewick, via email

Sure thing, Sandra — you don't actually need to do

any calculations to switch between 28- and 14-count
fabrics, as they both work out the same. Stitching over two
threads of the fabric on the evenweave equates to the same size
stitch as over one block on aida, so these can be substituted
like-for-like. Just be aware of the stitch types in the patterns
though. You'll find fractionals and French knots trickier to do on
aida, as you'll need to split the middle of the blocks, so this may
be why they were originally intended for evenweave in the
magazine. To help, use a sharp pointed needle to make piercing
the blocks easier. Or why not have a go on evenweave with a
small motif — you may find it easier than you think.

Cross stitch with the kids

| What's the best age for kids to start cross stitching? My
“»2 four-year-old daughter is keen to try but | feel this is too
young to be handling needles and scissors. What do you think?
Alice Decker, Berkshire

There are some safe stitching options for little

ones to use — but they should still be carefully supervised at
all times, of course. Look out for children’s safety scissors and
also needles made from colourful plastic, which are perfect for
small fingers, and no sharp point! Get this pack of two for 85p
from DMC* (1763U/1), and let your daughter have a go using
wool on tapestry canvas to begin with. This stiff material has
large, square holes, which are perfect for helping younger e R :
crafters to see and hold. You could then progress onto chunky : i

. Converting fabric counts can
6-count aida and work from there. : g

i be made easy with this tutorial

*For stockists see page 82
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Your Questions Answered

TECHNIQUE FOCUS

StltCh and Shake ‘snow’ inside the dome,

D h o f— then stick an additional
b e ), ] Ao s e
oo ! ) over the top, sealing it
cross stitch inside the shaker window? P 9

. . inside. This will prevent the
Rhonda Fung, via email tiny bits from getting caught

Fiona: We'd recommend using a in the stitches and fabric
pre-made card kit, such as this Snow when it's shaken. Now, mount
Globe 5x7 Card Kit (11620024SGK) from your stitching behind the
Katy Sue Designs*, costing £19.99. The set  acetate using acid-free double-
includes 10 white oval aperture cards, each  sided tape around the outside
with a clear plastic display globe and box to  edges, so your stitched design
send it in, plus a 3g packet of Polar White shows through the dome. Add

Flower Soft. To display your cross stitch another piece of white card or paper & = il
inside, first glue the display globe into place  across the back to hide reverse side. Y Sl : anovelty shaker card
behind the oval aperture, sprinkle the Now it's ready to shake! 1 SNl Eprmbeis g el

Making your own patterns

I would love to know more about designing my own
patterns. Any advice?
helen_marie_moore, via Instagram

Vicli: We love to see our readers exploring their creativity!

Check out our detailed article on the subject over on our
website: www.gathered.how — just search “How to make your
own cross stitch pattern” for a guide to the different methods
and tools required. There are also tutorials to follow for creating
your first designs on a computer or using graph paper.

---------------------------------------------------------------

Moo-ey Christmas!

Have you ever designed a  cow sporting holly sprigs and
Highland cow Christmas berries on their horns to

pattern before? welcome in the festive season.
; Barbara Haddle, via Designed by Lucie Heaton, this
{ Learn about selvedge Facebook festive winter collection also
 Find out what the edge _ . )f‘ Name: We have indeed includes a hare and robin
¢ stitches mean on your fabric ; Barbara! If you downloac,i design too, which you may
o i ’f‘ a digital edition of issue 312 also enjoy stitching to make

(November 2021) you'll find the full set.

this fabulous ginger-haired T TR SR ;
 Moo-ey Christmas! i

Do you know what this orange line down the side of my I::ij‘zglbgzgfnzs;t%?eft

aida is for? It didn't come with instructions as to what to [ 000 W
do with it.
Ida Alamy, via email

Name: The orange-coloured line in the selvedge of a

piece of fabric is usually an indicator it is Zweigart*
branded. This is their trademark and a recognised sign of
quality fabrics that are colourfast, easy-care and precise in the
weaving. It could be that previous fabrics you‘ve purchased
have been other brands or come from kits with the selvedge
already cut off. It's a good idea to cut off the selvedge before
stitching, as it can distort the fabric as you stitch where the
weave isn't freely moving across the whole piece.
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Your Questions Answered

Wishes granted

Request a design and our resident design
expert, Jenny, might just chart it for you...
"Musical memories |

Sunny saw a music box playing ‘Edelweiss’ when on holiday :

10 10 .
When | was in Tasmania, L 1 L L I Edelweiss key
| found a needlecraft EN00 O AU U o e 2 § :” :: % Cross stitch in two strands
H A N aaaiet 4

store that sold music boxes 10} 8 ﬁ:%éééi “’\1 rrrorote DMC | Anchor |Madeira
playing ‘Edelweiss’ from The - L oLe s\t of - N et e o o 5 5402 =
Sound of Music. This brought REIEE T SR AN RN M AR BN n angG white
back so many memories for SRIEE] £158 JEDAafe. e i Sl KKK M J | 318 399 1801 | dark grey
me and my daughter as we 5T 2 O; SRR ({03 7 AN S M a 415 398 1802 grey
!?Velfthce move arc‘jd the ﬂo"gert . s IR Y o | 524 | 858 | 1511 | green
itself. Could you design a char i it G bk Al A 2
of one of these for me? aDoews au o—*::*/\*zzi**** * | 676 | 891 2208 s.and
Sunny Johnson, via email Aeman ] N RISA LIt 6 677 886 2207 | light sand

Jenny: | hope you enjoy o O SN Lol totoloto e | 729 | 890 2209 | dark sand

: 10 et R 4 .
this design, Sunny! It'l HSlololorefaleratorats § : 3 6| ol elololofofo o o]0 & 762 234 1804 light grey
. 0101010 Y

look wonderful as a keyring slofstorstoloteoIstoote ool T oo » Backstitch in one strand
using plastic canvas, or into an . i Y | 317 | 200 | 714 | Very dark grey
adoring pin so you and your - :
daughter can match together. STITCH COUNT 29 high x 30 wide

DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) —
5.5x5.5cm (2x2Yain)

Please note: Jenny can only fit in fairly small designs and for copyright reasons she is unable to chart logos,
or characters from films and TV.

QUICK No place like gnome

| really loved the 3D gnome

decoration kit last year. Are
you doing more like this? | would
love to make a set for my tree

this year and gift to friends who
What are the absolutely admired the last one.

must-have tools for cross Gloria, via email
stitch? I'm just starting out.
Abigail C., via

Viclki: You're in luck — we
have a whole family of

Facebook these colourful Scandi-inspired

Fiona: The great thing is gnomes available as a PDF

you don’'t need much to download pattern from the

get started! You'll need Gathered Shop: www.

fabric and threads, but gatheredshop.com. Just like our

the choice here is yours, gift in 2024, this set is also

or will be dictated by the designed by Heather Nugent.

pattern instructions — we'd The PDF includes full

recommend starting off instructions to make them up,

with 11- or 14-count aida. including how to add the cute

You'll also need a tapestry pom-pom bobble to their hats!

needle, appropriately sized With lots of block shading

for the fabric (see page they'll be easy to interchange

78) and some embroidery for your own choice of colours - -
scissors. Extras include too, allowing you make more 1o place like gnome :

a hoop or frame, thread variants on the design —  Make adorable Scandi <
sorter and storage options. perfect for all your gnome-  : gnomes for your home! ok

loving friends! e
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~ Project

(SAL- part 11

Stitch-A-Long

Join in on our 12-month calendar stitch-a-long ‘A Year of Joy’ by Durene Jones

hat a year it has
been! We have
reached the final

part of our ‘A Year of Joy’ SAL.

| hope you enjoyed each step

of the way in crafting your own
calendar to use every year — it'll
be a timeless attraction in your
home. For December, | designed
a frosty friend as this is the ideal
time of year to make snowfolk, all the while staying

warm with a pair of cosy mittens. You can substitute the
thread colours to match your own pair!

Send us photos of your finished calendars, hanging in
pride of place, either by email or on our social channels —
you'll inspire others too! If you've missed some parts, don’t
fret as the full chart will make its appearance on the WOXS
Etsy store soon. Excited for the next stitch-a-long? | am!

Guide to stitching your
Stitch-A-Long (SAL)

* The key and Shopping List includes the thread colours,
extra skeins and materials you'll need to stitch the whole SAL.
* To start stitching the SAL border, first find the centre
of the fabric by folding it in half and half again. The point
where the folds cross is where the central stitch of the
border design should go.

* Once the border is finished, it's easy to fill in each
month’s SAL design in the spaces provided. Work around
the border in a clockwise direction using our photo as a
guide, starting with January in the one o'clock position.

e Stitch each corresponding month name on plastic
canvas and cut out with a one square border — be careful
not to snip into any holes containing stitches.

¢ Cut self-adhesive magnetic strips to size and stick on
the reverse side of the plastic canvas month names.

e At the end of the SAL, back the completed piece
with iron-on interfacing and mount in an 11in display
frame or hoop.

¢ Position the opposing magnetic strips on the
reverse of the fabric to attach the month names in the
middle of your completed hoop display — you can easily
swap each month as the year goes by.

64 The World of Cross Stitching
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A YEAR OF JOY:
Missing the border?

You can download a chart of the
outline by scanning the QR code
or visiting www.gathered.how

................ N N T L e S LR T T LS LN T,

NEXT ISSUE: NEW SAL!

We are celebrating wonderful friendships, big and
small, old and new. ‘For the Love of Friends’ is our
2026 stitch-a-long that
showcases the very best
elements of friendship —
from spending time, to
making memories and
cherishing each other,
show your friend how

much you appreciate 1 ?'?’“"“

them W|th this deSIgn N o '}h-...h gﬂig

pL Um rro -
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y
materials pack with the fabric, threads

month name design from Lakeside Needlecraft*
and any other accessories you need.

Stranded cotton as listed in the key

Size 24 tapestry needle
11in beech wood hanging display frame from

Lakeside Needlecraft*
weight iron-on interfacing of your choice from

14-count clear plastic canvas cut approx. 10
stitches larger than the stitch count for each
local stores

Zweigart™ 14-count white aida measuring
Self-adhesive magnetic strips and medium-

36x36¢m (14x14in)
get stitching right away!

final section,

*For stockists see page 82
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~ Project (NS

Brilliant content
% Cross stitch in two strands you can trust

DMC | Anchor |Madeira
A |blanc | 2 | 2402 | white SUBSCRIBE SAVE!
£N 02 397 1709 | grey ' - -
e | 208 | 99 | 804 | darkliac L.
= 209 98 803 lilac
I 21 342 801 light lilac
+ 351 10 214 coral
. 434 310 2009 | dark tan
K 436 1045 20M tan
Q | 4n 266 1501 | moss green . .
o 472 253 1414 light moss green
P 519 1038 1105 blue
» 712 926 2101 light cream
b 738 367 2013 cream
Q 743 302 113 yellow i .
% | 745 | 300 | 111 | lightyellow € A0 e
W | 85| 44 513 | ruby lg 5. 2] ML.L*™
& | 817 13 210 | red ol | *ﬂ
¢t | 828 | 975 1101 | light blue Saumitl Lol bl(s)gw.ls:cl)%z(}ing
¢ 910 228 1302 dark green SAVE 34%
$ 912 209 1213 green
? 955 206 1210 light green
a | 963 | 73 502 | pink
© | 3708 31 408 candy pink
K | 3760 161 1107 dark blue
t 4 3781 1088 2003 brown
* | 3853 | 1003 311 dark apricot
- | 3854 313 14 apricot

¥ Backstitch in one strand
—[ 3799 | 236 [ 1713 | charcoal grey

STITCH COUNT (FULL) 134 high x 134 wide

DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) —
24.5x24.5cm (9%2x9%2in)

EXTRA SKEINS NEEDED 2x828 (light blue), 2x3781
(brown)

STITCHED BY Niki Byrne
These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton

SAVE 37% 9%

Your two easy ways to order

ourmediashop.com/OCT25HAQP
0330 053 86601 OO
quote code OCY25HAQP =

Last part =

) FaCtbOm : of series
| x Stitching Time '
.~ Approx. 10 hours
» Type of Stitches
Cross stitch, backstitch

» Ease of Stitching

*This offer closes on 31 December 2025
and is valid for UK delivery addresses and

. \ by direct debit only. The discounts shown
Beg inner \ are savings calculated as a percentage of
the full shop price. For overseas rates visit
www.ourmediashop.com.tUK calls will cost
the same as other standard fixed line numbers
(starting O1or 02) and are included as part of
any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if 1
offered by your phone tariff). Outside of free ou r m e d I a
call packages call charges from mobile phones
will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines

66 The Worldof Cross Stitching are open Monito ISR Bl
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Competitions

Enter to win!

Each month we have exciting giveaways for readers with loads of prizes up for grabs

PRIZES WORTH £273
. PRIZES WORTH £240
Time forbed

aken from John Clayton’s ‘Thread Bears' collection, SNOW i WA i

this adorable bear William is reading a festive story to a
sleeping Mr Mouse, all snuggled up in bed. There are seven kits :
available of ‘Bedtime Story’ (RRP £38.95) from Heritage Crafts®, WINTE R WONDE RLAN D
so enter today to be in the chance of winning this sweet kit full . Sher s
of everything you need to get started!

Visit our website www.gathered.how/woxs

et your snow shoes on and step into a quaint village

that is dressed to the festive nines in bountiful
wreaths, twinkling lights and ruby red ribbons. ‘Christmas
Eve’ (RRP £40.04) from Luca-S* is a magical winter
wonderland depicting villagers wandering through the
snow, building snowmen and having a merry ride in a
traditional horse-drawn sleigh. The backdrop of a colourful
sunset overlooks the idyllic scenery. As we are all too
familiar with the buzzing excitement of Christmas Day, it's
always good to wind down before the celebrations begin
and cross stitching this piece will definitely help with that

el . as you mindfully work on each stitch.

A,DA i This design will be a labour of love as you work on
; it to get yourself in the holiday spirit. It uses 47 thread
colours for the detailed shading to create realistic detail.
The kit also comes with 18-count aida, needle, chart

PRIZES WORTH £275

Festive fabric

F abric is always a necessity
in our stitching toolkit and
when we find something in a
new style it somehow makes its
way into our baskets... If you're
looking for something new for
your stash, then Zweigart* is
offering pre-cut sections of their
14-count gold sparkly fabric,
alongside a festive needlework
booklet. There are 25 bundles

available o Iucky winners, so try oh 2 and instructions so you can easily get stuck in. Six lucky
hening th setworth £11 / dEnd winners have the chance of winning this fantastic kit,
winning this set worth £11! /j})(. NP 2 but be sure to visit the Luca-S website for more stitching
[P0 Visit our website \__/\, S 5 ' newness, especially their festive selection.
www.gathered.how/woxs e 3

PRy [EIEET Visit our website www.gathered.how/woxs

Promotion excludes Our Media employees, contractors  be entered into. For details of winners, send an SAE used as set out in our Privacy Policy: visit ourmedia.
and anyone connected with the competition or their ~ within two months of the closing date. If any winner  co.uk/policies for more details.

TO ENTER: direct family members. The closing date for all entries  cannot be contacted within 28 days of the closing
Visit our website, www.gathered.how/woxs and is 28 October 2025. Open to UK mainland residents  date, the promoter will offer the prize to a runner-
select the Competitions tab to enter and for full aged 18+ only. By entering, you agree to be bound by  up. The promoter reserves the right to substitute the
terms and conditions. Closing date for all entries: 28 the rules of the promotion. Only one entry per person,  prize with one of the same or greater value, with no
October 2025. No entries by post or text message. per competition allowed. No responsibility accepted cash alternative. The Promoter reserves the right to *
for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. amend these terms and conditions or to cancel, alter S
TERMS & CONDITIONS: Winning entries chosen at random from all eligible or amend the promotion at any stage, if deemed g
Promoter: Our Media Ltd, a company registered in entries. Winners will be notified within 28 days of necessary in its opinion, or if circumstances arise §
England and Wales with company no. 05715415. closing date. The draw is final, no correspondence will  outside of its control. Personal information will be 8
el
%
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Shop & Stitch

Our Best Buys

All the hottest cross stitch must-haves for your shopping list,
plus an exclusive offer to make your pennies go further...

A VISITTO
THE VILLAGE

e love getting creative

with cross stitch and
this miniature town with an
assortment of buildings from
The Nutmeg Company* is at
the top of our to-stitch list this
winter. The "Winter Village’
series has three new additions —
‘St. Nicholas Church’, “Yew Tree
cottage’ and a ‘Christmas tree’
— ideal for a wintry expansion
of a pretty town. There are
kits available for individual
components, varying in price,
yet the contents remain the
same as each building comes
with 14 and 18-count aida,
threads, felt, pre-cut plastic
canvas shapes, needle, chart
and full instructions. Get ready
to make your own mini village to
display this Christmas!

E-I‘-/iagicz-il minis
: Make a delightful winter village to
: be admired by all those who visit

Shake1tup =
: Capture the magic of the holidays
: with this free PDF of a traditional

Let it snow

: Cotton Club Crafts* have a four-

: piece snow globe pattern kit with £
: PDF chart and your choice of fabric. :

Safe and sound

: Keep your needles near with this
¢ sweet snow globe needle minder
: from CottonAndClayUK™ on Etsy.

68 The World of Cross Stitching

Cosy critters
: The Frosted Pumpkin Stitchery*  :
i ihasa PDF pattern of four adorable :
: snow globe design from DMC*. ¢} animals ready for the winter.

FURRY FRIENDS

Y our little ones will
absolutely love to have

a stocking with their name

on it, especially if it comes
with an adorable bear, smiling
rabbit and sweet fox bundled
up warm in the snow. This
‘Woodland Animal Stocking’
by Dimensions from Very
Crafty* will spark joy in every
stitch and spread a smile

on their face when they

see this hanging from the
mantelpiece. The kit includes
14-count light blue aida fabric,
pre-sorted cotton threads, a
needle, chart and instructions.
It'll be even more of a delight
to see this stocking filled to
the brim with many presents
on Christmas morning, so
definitely add this to your list
of festive makes.

T
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TREAT YOURSELF

ake the countdown to Christmas Eve even more fabulous

with 24 days of mindful stitching. The brand-new ‘2025
Cross Stitch Advent Calendar’ from Stitchfinity* gives you the
opportunity to take time for yourself with an envelope to open
each day, gradually building up a handmade heirloom to treasure
for years to come. Pre-order is available on the Stitchfinity
website for guaranteed delivery by 1 December, while stocks last.

Each sale supports the WellChild charity.

Shop & Stitch

BETTER DAYS AHEAD

very cloud has a silver lining, and while

the Sycamore Gap tree was a tragic loss,
the beauty lies within the positive sprout
sightings emerging from the stump. ‘Tree of
Hope' is a new release from Bothy Threads*
as a result of the overwhelming success of
Lucy Pittaway’s ‘Sycamore Gap'. The finished
design measures 26x26cm (10%ax10%in) and
the kit is beautifully boxed in Bothy Threads’
= plastic-free
packaging, along
with everything
. you'd need. Add
this wonderful
kit to your
own wishlist
this Christmas
and start your
stitching year
with a promise
of hope.

NICELY NORDIC

ou can never have too

many tree decorations,
especially those that are
handmade. This set of Nordic
Christmas Decorations by
Anchor from Minions of Craft*
will add folk art flair to your
evergreen. Each kit contains all
the necessary materials to make
all five designs — tree, house,
heart, Dala horse and partridge
—such as 14-count aida, red
backing felt, stranded cottons,
needle, chart and instructions.
If you're struggling to find a
present for a crafty friend,
especially for Secret Santa,
this is a great way to give the
recipient something simple to
start with and hopefully they’ll
stitch into the year ahead.

www.gathered.how/woxs

T raditional and timeless, this Dimensions
"Xmas Village’ ornament set from Wool
Warehouse* is going to be a classic staple in
your home. For the six designs, you will receive
18-count aida, stranded cottons, needle, large
chart design and making up instructions. Stitch
the whole set or gift individual ornaments to
loved ones so each has a handmade treasure.

READER
OFFER

T o celebrate the
success of our
recently launched
Gathered Shop*, we are
offering our readers an
exclusive discount on
PDF patterns! Use code
XMASWOXS15 at
checkout. Offer ends 31
December 2025.

i Crafty Christmas
: Discover seasonal makes so
: you're ready for Christmas day

The World of Cross Stitching 69
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. Projéét [ Winter Wreath Cards

4
i
"
E
:
e

DESIGNED BY JENNY VAN DE WIELE

Fruitand
foliage

A timeless card set in an earthy colour palette that
will be well loved by your nearest and dearest

i Use
here’s not a better way to “ . aperture
make your day than when Factbow t"-. cards
the postman arrives and .

in your pile of letters you discover
a hand-stitched card. While this
time of year can be the busiest in
terms of getting the stitching done
and organised, it’s also a good
opportunity to slow down and
celebrate the people we're spending
the season with. Jenny’s wreath cards
encompass all occasions and add that Customise the greetings with a
handmade charm we all love. previous alphabet set you've saved
Quick to stitch, why not make the  from the magazine. Whichever fruit
whole set so you're prepared for all of the season you choose to stitch,
celebrations? There are some isolated  from pears to figs, pomegranates to
stitches, so we'd recommend backing  cranberries and more, these cards are
the linen with iron-on interfacing a delightful way to show loved ones
before stitching to hide trailing threads.  that you're thinking of them. »

% Stitching Time
Approx. 7-8 hours each
% Type of Stitches
Cross stitch, fractionals,
backstitch, French knots
% Ease of Stitching
Intermediate

N

e
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Meet Jenny Van De Wiele

Homestitchness

&6 Adding fruit to these winter wreaths brings
such a warm and festive quality! | find a hand-
stitched card is always well received by loved

ones at Christmas, so | hope you enjoy this

SOBEBOOCDOTOVE DA

B R R R

set as much as | did designing it! 99 3

|~

www.homestitchness.etsy.com §

‘] . "
g mﬁ:m@xmmw&:mx«mm@'m:mw%
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Winter Wreath Cards

Winter Wreath Cards key

% Cross stitch in two strands

DMC | Anchor [Madeira

= 347 1025 407 red

- 420 374 2104 | hazelnut brown

v 500 683 1705 | bottle green

$ 502 877 1703 | sage green

o | 745 | 300 1M | yellow

V) 760 1022 405 pink

* 801 359 2007 | brown

® | 815 44 513 | ruby

* | 921 884 31 copper

¢ 966 206 1209 sea green

K3 987 244 1403 dark green

Q 989 241 1401 green

e | 3045 | 888 2103 | dark straw

N | 3046 | 887 2206 | straw

? 3348 264 1409 grass green

A | 3722 1027 812 shell pink

Q | 3821 305 2510 | gold

3 3854 313 114 apricot

K | 3863 379 1912 dark beige

x 3864 376 1910 beige

N | 3865 2 2403 natural white
3 Backstitch in one strand
—| 500 683 1705 | bottle green
— | 801 359 2007 brown
— | 3865 2 2403 | natural white

3 Backstitch in two strands

—| s00 | 683 | 1705

[ bottle green
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% French knots in two strands
e [ 500 | 683 | 1705

STITCH COUNT 50 high x 50 wide

DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) —
9x9cm (3V2x3Y2in)

STITCHED BY Angela Griffin

These designs were stitched using DMC stranded cotton on
28-count linen over two threads of the fabric

] bottle green

Shopping list

Ensure you

. have
€nsion with S

every stitch
hard the

€r, or t |
loose and they 0O ..’I

(=])] gape

/ _if¥°"Pulltoo
" o Tabricmay oy

Ii .
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Emily
READER PANEL

66 | would stitch
the fruit designs
and then add the
lettering closer to
the occasion so
| can pick specific
ones depending
on what fruit the
receiver likes! | love
the small details that
are incorporated into
each design. 92

Project pack

If you would like to stitch

‘Winter Wreath Cards’, Lakeside
Needlecraft is providing a materials
pack with the fabric, threads and
any other accessories you need.
Visit www.lakesideneedlecraft.
co.uk to order your project pack
and get stitching right away!

www.gathered.how/woxs



Stylish WIDE

FITTING Shoes
Fittings EE to 8E

YOUR ORDER*
QUOTE |
WCSX2540M el

POSTAGE °

On Returns
& Exchanges
For UK
Orders

for your FREE catalogue call 01933 311 077 or
visit www.widerfitshoes.co.uk

Also available through independent retailers - see ‘Find a Retailer’ on our website.
*Excluding Postage & Packing. Not valid with any other promotion.



Contents subject to change. Gift(s) only with print edition, and overseas gift(s) may vary.

Coming Soon

Next month in

THE WORLD OF

“ ISSUE 366 * ross
@

ON SALE o

il FLUFFY AS SNOW

: Margaret Sherry’s seasonal kitty is i
© wrapped up and ready for winter
e et WRRASSARSNT 2 s

Make a map of Christmas, detailing all
i the fun bits in the run-up to the day!

WOMANLY WISDOM

The wise goddess, Athena, is
i next in our Greek portrait series

k3
.I_
3
b
¥
s
f‘
i 5
| &
| #
{ 1*)
R
=

WINTER WARMERS

i Bundle up warm with these winter  :
i accessories and turn them into cards :
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Coming Soon

Gettin
ready for
the holidays

Tatty Teddy is back and is dressed up
as a Christmas pudding for festive fun!

|, Tatty Teddy Signature and Bear i
logo are all registered Trade Marks of Carte Blanche |8l ARCTIC BEAUTY
Greetings Ltd. © Carte Blanche Greetings Ltd. H ” .
: Perry Abdel-Hadi's enchanting frosty
i scene inside a polar bear silhouette

@Z&*X‘X‘ﬁ‘}ﬁ-}ﬂ:ﬁmﬁmX".?X‘Z'K'X@X‘Z‘Eﬁ‘!‘ﬁ'I@Z@Z‘i&?Zﬁq&W‘Z’I’Z’I’I’X’X‘X@E'KOXm}@l‘!@?}&‘lﬁ@lﬁ‘lﬁ*{ﬁ?ﬁﬁ

M RS S ANT A 3 D .............. _
DECORATION ' coLirer !

. ANEW |
Stitch the latest =D Y, N Nme s CONE!
in our super-cute
cone decorations
series — the
wonderful lady
who stands by
Santa’s side, Mrs
Claus! You'll love
stitching this new
design in festive
shades ready to
hang on your tree!

I

¥ O HOLY NIGHT

A Nativity alphabet set by Durene Jones
¢ to turn into thoughtful present tags

PRI A A HRHAH AR H ORI IO I IR AR IHHRIHIHR A.WA

L

-

% Novelty cat and dog tree
toppers by Cheryl McKinnon

-
LR R R R MR R R R A R A R R,

% Gail Bussi's whimsical winter
village Design Library Your festive

gift includes:

e Plastic aida

® Bakers twine

* 36 lengths of
stranded cotton

e Printed chart

?’ and instructions

e A R A A AR

ORI A AHHAIAAA IR AMHHRIIOL

o

% A preview to our 2026 ‘For
the Love of Friends’ SAL

4,

R M R R R R AR A AR

% Your cross stitching queries
answered by our experts

% Your stories, inspiration &
letters... plus much more

ZOOCIORHAH AR A M HHIHR
3
POCMHIICTIAIO

[

TO SUBSCRIBE & 03330162 147 CAN'T WAIT FOR NEXT ISSUE? B3 Facebook
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Beginners’ Guide

How to...

Beginner? Follow Fiona's quide to instant stitching success!

CHOOSEYOUR
ESSENTIALS...

Start with these must-have items

FABRICS

Most stitchers start off using aida —

a block-weave fabric, which is divided into
squares by a grid of holes, making it an
ideal fabric for beginners. Each cross stitch
is worked over one square.

Or you may prefer evenweave,
which is also woven in a grid but in a finer
count. Each cross stitch is usually worked
over two threads of the fabric (shown
below), making it the equivalent size to
stitching on aida (eg. 28-count evenweave
would produce the same size finish as
14-count aida). Fractional

stitches are easier towork -

on evenweave, as there's | /=
a central hole spare soyou | .
don't need to split a block
as you do for aida. i m

bt e, e A

THREADS

You'll need stranded cotton - this
coloured thread comes in 8m skeins and
is made up of six strands. There are three
main brands — DMC, Anchor and Madeira
— which are all smooth and easy to stitch
with, and they're colourfast to 95°C.
Cheaper brands are available, but could
be less durable and may not be colourfast.
Less than one full skein of each thread will
be required for a design, unless indicated
at the bottom of the key for that project.

'NEEDLES

Use a tapestry needle which has a
blunt tip and large eye. It easily passes
through the fibres of aida and evenweave.
Different needle sizes are available, so
choose the best for your fabric — see our
guide on the right. It's a good idea to have
a sharp (crewel) needle, to split aida blocks
when stitching fractionals, and a thin
beading needle is useful too.

How to read our charts & keys

- Clear symbols, colours & all the info you need!

CHARTS Made up of coloured squares
containing symbols that represent squares
to be stitched on the fabric. A tiny symbol
denotes a fractional stitch in the corner

of the square in which it's to be worked.

. The centres of our charts are marked

with arrows on the edge of each side.

To find the corresponding centre of your
fabric, fold it in half horizontally and then
vertically — the point where the creases
cross marks the centre. Start stitching here
' to ensure the design is positioned in the
middle of the fabric.

SHOPPING LIST Contains type and
size of fabric, recommended needle, and
details of other products to frame or
finish your project in the same way we
have. Using another fabric with different
© HPI will alter the finished size of a design.
- Calculate your fabric size like this: stitch
count divided by HPI of new fabric choice
= new size in inches. Add at least 15cm
(6in) to each dimension to allow for
mounting in a frame, but less (between

' 5-10cm) for cards or home furnishings.

78 The World of Cross Stitching

FACTBOX Includes an approx. stitching
time, types of stitches found in the design
and a difficulty level — this can help you
decide if a project is suitable for your skills
(beginner, intermediate or advanced).

KEY The key alongside a chart will tell
you what colour thread each symbol
corresponds to, along with the following
information:

Thread brands

Different manufacturer thread shades are listed
in separate columns. For best results, stick to one
manufacturer for the whole of a design. The first
column is the brand we used to stitch the design.

Backstitch & French knot shades

The shades used for these are listed under the
cross stitch symbols. The number of strands
needed for these can vary, so make sure you check
the key so you know how many strands to use.

Stitch count & design area

This indicates the finished size of your design
—in stitches and on the particular fabric we've
used. HPI stands for holes per inch.

Stitching’s a breeze!

Let Senior Technical Editor

¢ Fiona show you how it's
done in this reference guide :

Aida

6-count

Tapestry needle Evenweave
8-count
11-count 22, 25 & 27-count
14-count  28-count
32-count*

36 & 55-count

16-count

18-count

J

18 20 22 24 26 28

*Also includes 22-count hardanger
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Gingerbread Girl key

¥ Cross stitch in two strands

|'

DMC | Anchor |Madeira

® | 3371 382 2004 | brown

o | 3716 25 503 light pink

Q | 3854 313 14 apricot

» 3855 31 2513 light apricot
¥ Backstitch in one strand
= B5200 1 2401 | white
— 301 1049 2306 | ginger
— | 3831 1006 507 dark pink
¥ French knots in one strand

e [ 961 | 76 [ 610 |pink

STITCH COUNT 20 high x 17 wide

DESIGN AREA 14 HPI (28-count evenweave) —
3.5x3cm (1%2x1%in)

This design was stitched using DMC stranded cotton

www.gathered.how/woxs



How to stitch
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Cross stitch

Each coloured square on the chart
represents a whole cross stitch.
Bring the needle up at the bottom
left corner of a square and down at
the top right corner. Then, bring the
needle up at the bottom right corner
and down at the top left to complete
a stitch (starting corner positions can
be reversed if preferred).

Backstitch

Backstitch is shown by a coloured line
and is added to stitching to create
detail. Work the backstitch over
individual blocks on aida, or pairs

of threads on evenweave. Bring the
needle up through the fabric at 1 and
take it down at 2, up at 3 and so on
(see above), so that you are always
working back on yourself.

oow s Bur 8o

.
T w3 Ew
-

- . .

'f/'/.f

caan

bormi ol o ime
- "

l L . = = .
Half cross stitch

Half cross stitch is identified with a
different symbol on the chart and

key to the cross stitches, and consists
of one arm of the stitch only. Work
each half cross stitch in the same
direction as you would the top arm of
your full cross stitches for a neat and
consistent look to your project.

.

b

1] ¥

| . -

IR TR ST TR ARTTRT S T CR T OT T T T e
mrai I:lltl‘:t_' Cur IR IR T |
B L RLIEL T R R TR
.l L L R R TR 1) . - LR L AR -

French knots

French knots appear as large dots

on the chart. Bring the needle up
through the fabric, then holding

the thread with one hand, wind it
around the needle two or three times.
Holding the thread taut, take the
needle down part of an aida block (or
one thread on evenweave) away. Pull
through until a neat knot is formed.

Tackle the basic

A 40 . A8
e AL o TR
:;;_&:i,i.i-
| [wes w e s aoi]
|-....A‘-'-'
| [FE afi@ie waras

Fractional stitches

To make a quarter stitch, bring the
needle up at the corner of a square
and take it down through the centre,
halfway across the diagonal, splitting
the aida block (above left) or through
the central hole if using evenweave.
To turn this into a three-quarter stitch
(above right, shown in pink thread),
make a half cross stitch across the

Beginners’ Guide

stitches in our charts. ..

e om e w
T e ow o
T E o mA e .
s ow L
:::l—l-;.
ANl Ak T A S A

diagonal of the square. To make two
fractional stitches in the same square,
you'll need to decide which is a
quarter stitch (shown above, in blue)
and which is a three-quarter stitch.
Usually, the three-quarter stitch
(shown above, in pink) is made in the
foreground colour of the design —
look at the composition of the design
carefully to decide which is which.

Beads

Beads appear as a circle with a dot
on the chart. To attach seed beads,
use a whole cross stitch with two
thread strands to help keep the beads
upright — attach the bead with the
bottom arm of a cross stitch and then
add the top arm of the stitch, making
sure that one strand of thread falls
neatly on either side of the bead.

' HOWTOALTERTHREAD SHADESIN ADESIGN

Swap colours to suit your preferences for skin tones, stashbusting & more...

| Thread colours are arranged

. in shade ‘families’ — these are
groups of colours that create
' a gradient of shading. It helps

. to look at a shade card for

1 the full palette when making
colour comparisons (available
. from DMC and Anchor) as

, these are arranged within
the shade families already.
You can swap threads like-

Highlight 3770 948 754
Midtone 3774 754 [37700
s 15550 I I

www.gathered.how/woxs

for-like to equivalent shades
of another family, ie. light,
medium and dark. You may
want to change the hue of
an entire pattern, or use up
threads already in your stash
to save money. You can also
alter skin tones to create
different ethnicities. We've
included some examples of
skin shade families below,

Highlight 712

midtone 739 4360 [ETZZN
Shadow :738 -

but feel free to experiment
with your own. You'll need
to select alternatives for
mid-tones, highlights and
shadows, depending on how
many shades are included in
a design. For example, if only
one shade is used select the
mid-tone, then add highlight
and shadow tones either side
of this as required.

Highlight ]: -
Mid-tone -

Starting your thread

The loop method is the neatest way
to start but can only be done with
an even number of strands. Cut a
40cm (16in) thread length, pull out
one strand and fold it in half. Thread
the needle with both ends, forming
a loop at the end. Bring the needle
up through the fabric and back down
through the loop, then pull to secure.

Finishing your thread

Once you've finished stitching, finish
off your threads to keep them secure
by running the needle through the
back of several stitches that you've
already completed. Snip off the ends
neatly with a sharp pair of embroidery
scissors, as close to your fabric as
possible.

The World of Cross Stitching 79



MBASSADOR

LINE

The warmest
welcome at sea

Ambassador Cruise Line’s no-fly cruising from
the UK combines great value with a relaxed,
adult-focused experience, making it an easy
Cruise Collective recommmendation. Sailing

CRUISE COLLECTIVE

Exclusive
Member Discount

from seven regional UK ports, you can forget Q@.E
the fuss of the airport and enjoy your holiday ﬁd' s
sooner, discovering breathtaking destinations, [®] S
fantastic food, and immersive entertainment.

Join Cruise Collective
Your next adventure starts here—book today for free and unlock

exclusive discounts

Visit the website for full T&Cs



Prizes To Win

Put down your needle and pick up a pen to complete our crossword and sudoku puzzles

1 2 3 ’ 4 5 6
b4 b P4 P o { P
b 4 i
9 - - - - -
RXEXEXXEX
}_' 71 .‘10 b 41‘1 }V ._‘12
- - - - - - — - o
13 14 } A 1
XPEXBEXBE XXX
hd 16
XXX EXEXEXEN
’v‘ ’: A‘19 >: : N 20 21
N b {° ®
b4 P o4 P4 P4 P ¢
24 125
4

nce you've
completed
the crossword or
. sudoku, send in your
answers (see below
for details) for the
chance to win a
handy Furry Tales
|| magnetic needle
=i i minder, featuring

. the gorgeous

- /4 % Lizzie Mouse,
=o' designed by

,///, " Lucie Heaton.

To enter by post: Write your name, address and your crossword or
sudoku answer on the back of a postcard or stuck-down envelope and
send it to: Crossword/Sudoku WOXS365, The World of Cross Stitching,
Our Media Ltd, Eagle House, Bristol BS1 4ST. For full terms and
conditions, turn to page 67. Please note that you can no longer enter by
text message. Closing date: 28 October 2025.

Solve the clues then rearrange the letters in the shaded
squares to spell a shade of red (7)

ACROSS DOWN

1 Enjoy to the full (6) 1 Wander (4)

4 Non-transparent (6) 2 Protracted (7)

7 Original, recently 3 Use needle and thread (3)
created (3) 4 Woodwind instrument (4)

8  Small dense group 5 Warm bedspread (5)
of trees (7) 6 Motivate and liven up (8)

9 Cup(3) 10 Raised line on a guitar

12 Male deer (4) neck (4)

13 Round like a ball (9) 11 Reprimand (5)

16 Chatty (9) 13 Avoid discussing or

17 Receive in salary (4) dealing with (8)

20 Writing fluid (3) 14 Jump (4)

22 Rum-flavoured 15 Least amount (7)
chocolate centre (7) 18 Course taken (5)

23 Not bright (3) 19 Hazy image (4)

24  Like better (6) 21 Eager (4)

25 Everyday (6) 23 Partnership of two (3)

Fill the grid so each row, column and 3x3 box has numbers
one to nine. Send us the numbers in the shaded squares to
enter the competition.

2 4

8 3 115 2

ISSUE 364 SOLUTION: ACROSS: 1 Rainbow, 5 Study, 7 Phial, 8 Emerald, 9 Amicable, 10 Camp, 11 Eclair, 14 Upbeat, 18 Knee, 19 Shortage, 22 Gruyere, 23 Stink, 24 Slate, 25 Descend.
DOWN: 1 Replace, 2 Initial, 3 Balsa, 4 Weekly, 5 Seek, 6 Dilemma, 10 Cub, 12 Central, 13 Ace, 15 Examine, 16 Tweaked, 17 Thread, 20 Risks, 21 Here. SOLUTION: CASHMERE

www.gathered.how/woxs
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Where to Buy

THE WORLD OF

OSS

Stockists =t 2
ockists “a== -
‘*-—_\___-. Production Editor Sienna Samra

Creative Design Lead Claire Watkins
Creative Designer Parvin Sepehr

Senior Technical Editor Fiona Baker
Charting Assistant Hannah Erskine
Photography Steve Sayers, Dave Caudery,
Gavin Roberts

Contributors Carol McCormick,

Mikaela Dixon, Jude Curle

Ad Manager Emily Savill

Ad Services Team Andrew Hobson,

Buy your basic stitching stash and products we've featured

Where to buy your start-up kit — turn to

Gettinfg Started page 78 to see exactly what you'll need

3 ANCHOR  LAKESIDE NEEDLECRAFT “ SEW-IT-ALL Cee Pike, Charles Thurlow
www.lovecrafts.com www.lakesideneedlecraft. www.sewitall.com Production Director Sarah Powell
For Anchor threads co.uk = 01280 821777 Content Operations Coordinator
www.blacksheepwools.com = 0161 505 1910 For a range of unique fabrics & Zahira Choudhury
= 01925 764231 For kits, accessories, cards & more accessories — home of Fabric Flair Campaign Str_at_e_gm i Pilkington )
e A @ess il i Head of Acquisitions Clive Evans-Morris
¥ MADEIRA 1 WOXS SUBSCRIPTIONS Head of Loyalty & Engagement Rosa
g Sherwood
“DbMC www.barnyarns.co.uk www.ourmediashop.com/ anni
dmc.com = 01765 690069 the-world-of-cross- Buyer aren flannigan
UATAE y X X . . 3 Licensing & Syndication Joanna Marshall
= 01924 371.501 For fabrics, threads & accessories stitching-magazine Brand Director (Craft) Liz Taylor
For kits, fabrics, threads & more 3 MARIES CROSS STITCH = 0333016 2137 CEO, Our Media Andy Marshall
“2JOHN JAMES NEEDLES www.mariescrossstitch.co.uk % ZWEIGART _
www.jjneedles.com = 01376 777017 www.zweigart.de e e oS o
= 01527 830941 . For kits, fabrics, threads & accessories  For fabrics, buy in the UK from B e D o o v
For needles & sewing essentials Lakeside Needlecraft, as listed www.ourmediashop.com/contactus, call us on the

number above or write to us at FREEPOST OUR MEDIA
(no further address required).

= For the US/Canada: For subscriptions or back issue
orders please visit www.ourmediashop.com or call
888-941-5623. Lines are open 9am to 5.30pm EST
For enquiries relating to your subscription, please visit
www.ourmediashop.com/contactus, call us on the
number above or write to us at The World of Cross
Stitching, PO Box 401, Williamsport, PA 17703.
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You’ll never want to
holiday any other way

At Cruise Collective, we know a stand out voyage
when we see one—and Celebrity delivers time and
again. With nearly 300 destinations across seven
continents, their ships combine the charm of smaller
vessels with the excitement of larger ones. A leader in
modern cruising for 35 years, Celebrity continues to
push boundaries, including with the highly anticipated
Celebrity Xcel launching in Autumn 2025.

Set sail beyond expectations — book today

X ¥
X

Forbes

TRAVEL GUIDE

CRUISE COLLECTIVE

Exclusive Saving

Join Cruise Collective
for free and unlock
exclusive savings

cruise-collective.com

Visit the website for full T&Cs




Passions, delivered.

s

Their gift? Your treat? Get joy wrapped, sealed and sent this
Christmas with an annual magazine subscription, and save 40%.

CULTURE, ART SCIENCE & HOME & CRAFTING &
& SPORT NATURE GARDEN CREATIVITY

Find the perfect gift at ourmediashop.com/X25HAQP
ourmedia call 0333 0162143* or scan the QR code

This offer closes on the 31st December 2025 and is valid for UK delivery addresses only. The discounts shown are savings calculated as a percentage of the full shop price. For overseas
rates visit ww.ourmediashop.com. All Christmas gift subscriptions will start with the first issue available subject to stock availability. Should the magazine change in frequency, we will
honour the number of issues and not the term of the subscription. *UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting O1or 02) and are included as part of any
inclusive or free minutes. Outside of free call packages call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open Mon to Fri 9am-5pm.





