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The Epoch Times is an independent voice in print and on the web. We report news responsibly and truthfully so that readers can improve their own lives and increase their understanding and respect for their neighbors next door and around the globe.




	
House Republicans Probe Alleged Use of Chinese Machinery at Los Alamos National Laboratory [Tue, 22 Oct 05:19]Chairman of the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, Rep. Brad Wenstrup (R-Ohio), speaks with reporters in Washington, on Jan. 8, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)



	
In Georgia, a Concerning Demographic Trend for Democrats [Tue, 22 Oct 05:00]A student fills out a voter registration form at Morehouse College in Atlanta on Aug. 19. (Elijah Nouvelage/ AFP via Getty Images)



	
California Voters Could Decide Whether Republicans Keep the House [Tue, 22 Oct 05:00]A voter at the Jack London Aquatic Center in Oakland on March 5 during California's primary election. (Philip Pacheco/Getty Images)



	
Pennsylvania Could Determine Control of the Senate as Bob Casey, Dave McCormick Face Off [Tue, 22 Oct 05:00](Left) Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.) in Philadelphia on Sept. 21, 2018; (Right) Senate candidate from Pennsylvania Dave McCormick in Milwaukee on July 16, 2024. (Mark Makela/Getty Images; Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Battleground Wisconsin Starts Early Voting [Tue, 22 Oct 05:00]Aiden Stahl, an intern with the election division of the Kenosha County clerk's office, sets up voting booths in a hallway of the Kenosha Municipal Building in preparation for in-person early voting in Kenosha, Wis., on Oct. 21, 2024. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)



	
Eva Mendes on the Strict Internet Rules She Imposes on Her Kids [Tue, 22 Oct 04:51]Eva Mendes attends Create &#038; Cultivate Los Angeles on Feb. 22, 2020. (Phillip Faraone/Getty Images)



	
NTD Good Morning Full Broadcast (Oct. 22) [Tue, 22 Oct 04:38]NTD Good Morning. (NTD)



	
Federal Government to Provide $325 Million for New Michigan Semiconductor Factory [Tue, 22 Oct 04:20]Hemlock Semiconductor Corp.'s plant in Thomas Township, Mich., on May 2, 2007. (The Saginaw News, Melanie Sochan/AP Photo)



	
Susan Smith Is Up for Parole 30 Years After Drowning Her Children in South Carolina Lake [Tue, 22 Oct 03:57]Susan Smith on May 24, 2021. (South Carolina Department of Corrections via AP)



	
California Man Arrested for Allegedly Starting 2 Fires [Tue, 22 Oct 00:52]Flames grow as firefighters set a backfire on the eastern front of the Park Fire near Chico, Calif., on July 28, 2024. (David McNew/Getty Images)



	
FTC Rule Banning Fake Reviews Takes Effect With Stiff Penalties [Tue, 22 Oct 00:29]Lina Khan, then-nominee for FTC commissioner, speaks during a hearing on Capitol Hill, on April 21, 2021. (Graeme Jennings/AP Photo)



	
Trump Lauds North Carolinians Who Voted Early Amid Post-Hurricane Chaos [Mon, 21 Oct 23:30]Mike Stewart prays for Republican presidential candidate, former President Donald J. Trump in Asheville, N.C., on Oct. 21, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)



	
Eyewitness Video Captures Frantic Efforts to Save Lives After Deadly Collapse of Dock Walkway [Mon, 21 Oct 23:28]Victims in water after a gangway collapsed at a boat dock on Sapelo Island in Georgia on Oct. 19, 2024, in a still from video. (Icey White via AP/Screenshot via NTD)



	
‘Central Park Five’ Sue Trump Over Debate Remarks [Mon, 21 Oct 23:25]Activist from “The Central Park Five,” Korey Wise (C), speaks on stage alongside (L-R) activist Kevin Richardson, New York City Council Member Dr. Yusef Salaam, and activist Raymond Santana, accompanied by Rev. Al Sharpton (2nd-R), on the last day of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 22, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)



	
SoCal Police Alerted to Fliers Offering ‘Pretty Girls’ Discover Alleged Brothel in Neighborhood Home [Mon, 21 Oct 22:38]Irvine police detectives arrest one of two men suspected of running a brothel on Oct. 16. (Irvine Police Department)



	
Democrats Lead Republicans in Fundraising for 2nd Month in a Row [Mon, 21 Oct 22:26]The U.S. Capitol building in Washington on Oct. 7, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)



	
Brush Fire Response Turns Tragic When Fire Truck Drives Over Two at Homeless Encampment [Mon, 21 Oct 22:22]A West Sacramento Fire Department engine drives in a file photo. (West Sacramento Fire Department)



	
Teen in Custody After 5 Found Dead in Shooting at Home in Washington State: Police [Mon, 21 Oct 21:44]Police arrive on the scene of a shooting in Fall City, Wash., on Oct. 21, 2024. (Kevin Clark/The Seattle Times via AP)



	
Biltmore Estate Reopens for the Holidays After Closure Prompted by Hurricane Helene [Mon, 21 Oct 21:33]The Vanderbilt family opened the doors of Biltmore House for the first time on Christmas Eve in 1895. Christmas at Biltmore displays more than 100 hand-decorated Christmas trees, 25,000 ornaments, 100,000 holiday lights, nearly 6,000 feet of garland, and 1,200 poinsettias throughout the house and estate. (ExploreAsheville.com)



	
Arizona County Official Accepts Plea Deal for Delaying Certification of 2022 Election [Mon, 21 Oct 20:36]An elections worker scans mail in ballots at the Maricopa County Tabulation and Election Center in Phoenix, Ariz., on Nov. 7, 2022. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)
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House Republicans Probe Alleged Use of Chinese Machinery at Los Alamos National Laboratory
Committee chair Brad Wenstrup said the use of Chinese machinery at the facility would put American national security at risk.
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[image: House Republicans Probe Alleged Use of Chinese Machinery at Los Alamos National Laboratory]Chairman of the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, Rep. Brad Wenstrup (R-Ohio), speaks with reporters in Washington, on Jan. 8, 2024. Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times




By Savannah Hulsey Pointer
10/22/2024Updated: 10/22/2024




House Republicans have requested information from the Department of Energy (DOE) about a top United States research facility allegedly using equipment linked to the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and its military.
Chairman of the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, Brad Wenstrup (R-Ohio), said in an Oct. 17 letter to Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm that the committee has uncovered information suggesting that Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico is using equipment linked to a Chinese company called Beijing Genomics Institute (BGI).
Wenstrup said the committee is investigating how much Los Alamos relies on technology developed by BGI, a Chinese firm that the Pentagon has linked to the People’s Liberation Army (PLA). He has requested all documents and communications “indicating the Department’s use of equipment, software, or any other product which were manufactured by or are linked to ‘Beijing Genomics Institute.’”
He also requested a briefing regarding the presence of a BGI machine at Los Alamos for no later than Oct. 31, 2024.
Wenstrup’s letter to Granholm expressed concern regarding the potential dangers to U.S. national security and biosecurity that could result from the operation of machinery manufactured by BGI at a sensitive facility. The subcommittee is particularly alarmed by the Chinese Communist Party’s endeavors to infiltrate American institutions and influence their operations.
“If there is in fact a BGI machine at Los Alamos, the U.S. Government’s most advanced scientific institution—one that is directly involved in investigating and protecting against biosecurity threats including COVID-19—may be putting American national security at risk by using machinery linked to the [Chinese Communist Party] and PLA,” Wenstrup said.
Wenstrup introduced the BIOSECURE Act earlier this year. Passed by the U.S. House of Representatives, it is currently pending in the Senate.
“This Act is designed to ensure that American patient data and taxpayer dollars do not fall into the hands of foreign adversaries’ biotechnology companies by prohibiting Federal contracting with these companies—including BGI,” Wenstrup said in a statement.
A 2022 report, published by strategic intelligence firm Strider Technologies, claims that the CCP conducted a systemic effort to recruit scientists from Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) to work on its military programs. At least 162 Los Alamos researchers have been hired by the CCP over the last 35 years, according to the report.
The Epoch Times contacted the Department of Energy for comment but did not receive a response by publication time.
Andrew Thornebrooke contributed to this report.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/house-republicans-probe-alleged-use-of-chinese-machinery-at-los-alamos-national-laboratory-5745500
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In Georgia, a Concerning Demographic Trend for Democrats
Trump won 11 percent of the state’s black vote in 2020, but he’s polling better in 2024. Conversations with Harris backers reveal a lack of spark.
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[image: In Georgia, a Concerning Demographic Trend for Democrats]A student fills out a voter registration form at Morehouse College in Atlanta on Aug. 19. Elijah Nouvelage/ AFP via Getty Images





By Stacy Robinson and Joseph Lord
10/22/2024Updated: 10/22/2024




ATLANTA—On Oct. 19, Vice President Kamala Harris held a rally just south of Atlanta. Thousands turned out for the event, including many black voters from the area—voters crucial to Harris’s aspirations to hold onto the Peach State.
In 2020, candidate Joe Biden won Georgia by a paper-thin 0.23-point margin, or just over 11,000 votes.
The narrow victory was something of an upset in a state that had voted for Republicans in every presidential contest since 1992.
Biden’s slim 2020 victory was due in large part to high black voter turnout in Fulton, DeKalb, and Clayton counties, located in and around the city center of Atlanta, boosted by former gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams’s voter turnout machine.
Black voters make up nearly one-third of Georgia’s electorate. In Atlanta, one of the largest cities in the South, they make up around 47.1 percent.
According to exit polling, Biden won the lion’s share of these voters, taking in 88 percent of Georgia’s black vote to President Donald Trump’s 11 percent.
But this year, polling and voter sentiment raise red flags for Harris’s prospects of holding the state.
As of Oct. 20, Trump leads the FiveThirtyEight Georgia polling aggregate by 1.8 percent.
Atlas Intel, an international pollster regarded as among the most accurate in the 2020 election, found roughly the same in its most recent Georgia poll, which showed a two-point lead for Trump.
That poll shows a concerning demographic trend for Democrats: It found that Trump is favored by around 25 percent of black voters, compared with 73 percent backing Harris. About 2 percent said they’d back Libertarian candidate Chase Oliver.
Another poll conducted in the state by ActiVote found similar results, with Trump winning 24 percent of the black vote to Harris’s 76 percent.
A national poll conducted by The New York Times/Sienna found lower margins for Trump, with 15 percent of black voters expressing support for him; but it aligned with other polls in finding 78 percent support for Harris.
Polls aren’t the only indication that Harris’s appeal is waning.
Several black residents who spoke to The Epoch Times indicated they are supporting Trump, and that they know many others who are as well. But many were reluctant to immediately share their support, citing the risk of “retaliation” by others within their community.
Meanwhile, those backing Harris but outside the Democratic base were largely unenthusiastic about their vote, with one even saying they simply felt an “obligation” to vote for the Democrat.
The Epoch Times spoke to around 15 black voters in the Atlanta area with the 2024 presidential election just weeks away. Here’s what they had to say about the looming contest.Harris Struggles Outside Her Base
Attendees of Harris’s Atlanta rally enthusiastically demonstrated their support for the vice president.
Thousands attended the rally bearing pro-Harris hats, T-shirts, and signs. A large number of those present were black, though there was also a strong presence of suburban whites. All who spoke to The Epoch Times said they were enthusiastic.
R&B singer Usher briefly took the stage to speak in support of Harris, though he didn’t perform. Sen. Jon Ossoff (D-Ga.) also urged voters to back the vice president. Social media influencers were admitted alongside the press, and could be seen recording videos for TikTok and similar platforms within the press pen.
[image: Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris gather south of Atlanta to show their support for the presidential contender and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, on Oct. 19. (Joseph Lord/The Epoch Times)]Supporters of Vice President Kamala Harris gather south of Atlanta to show their support for the presidential contender and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, on Oct. 19. Joseph Lord/The Epoch Times



Harris delivered a roughly 30-minute speech, largely repeating her past stump speeches. She focused most of her remarks on abortion, referencing the case of Georgian Amber Thurman, who died after a complication after taking an abortion pill.
Harris repeated her common refrain that Americans are “exhausted” of Trump, and represented herself as a new way forward.
One voter who spoke to The Epoch Times after the rally said she felt “energized” by the rally.
Other voters in the Democratic base also told The Epoch Times they were enthusiastic.
Debbie, an older black woman who works as a lawyer, said she had historically supported Democrats and said this time would be no different. She spoke to The Epoch Times inside the Lenox Mall during her lunch break.
“I feel that she is more than qualified, and I feel that she’s the right candidate,” Debbie said, adding that she also was fired up.
Robert Edmond, 37, a clinical researcher, is firmly pro-Harris.
“I am very proud and supportive of her policies and women. I think she’s going to really be influential in helping the middle class. I think she’s going to be a good president for incorporating inclusivity, and I think she’s gonna help stabilize our country,” Edmond said.
[image: Vice President Kamala Harris addresses supporters during a rally just south of Atlanta on Oct. 19, 2024. (Joseph Lord/The Epoch Times)]Vice President Kamala Harris addresses supporters during a rally just south of Atlanta on Oct. 19, 2024. Joseph Lord/The Epoch Times



But outside of her base, Harris has lower enthusiasm.
“I would say it’s more of an obligation than a thing I’m passionate about,” Isaiah Jefferson, 22, a consultant, said of his support for Harris.
Many black voters expressed distrust for both candidates, feeling that neither will truly work to address the issues that matter to them.
One of these, an Uber driver who didn’t provide his name, said he doesn’t think that either candidate “cares about me.”
He said he voted for Biden in 2020, mostly due to encouragement from others in his community. But in the four years since, he’s become disillusioned with that vote, saying he felt that Biden’s presidency failed to make an impact for him.
Sean Garrett, 41, a motivational speaker, said he’s not impressed with the candidates either.
“What matters is that the right thing is gonna be done. Do I trust any one of them to do it? That’s to be determined,” said Garrett, who indicated he was nevertheless leaning toward Harris—but was unwilling to make a solid commitment.
“You know, I don’t have no trust for no politician right now, because nobody ever did anything directly for me,” Garrett said.
Chad Henderson, 38, a consultant, is a registered Republican, but he’s not happy with either of the two options this year.
“I’m not for either one,” Henderson said. “I don’t really like either one.”
Speaking about Harris’s connection to Biden, Henderson said: “I don’t think he’s done a whole lot, you know, I don’t think he’s really helped anybody out here.”
Henderson said he thought Trump did “some good works” during his first term in office, but said he changed his mind after Trump was impeached.
Henderson said he’ll likely vote for Harris as “the lesser of two evils,” but said he could still change his mind.
Sabrina Quartey, 44, who manages a furniture outlet in Atlanta, said she’s voting for Harris but made clear that she understands why many—including other black women—might not.
“She’s just not relatable to the black woman,” Quartey said.
“Most of us don’t have a white husband,” she said, referencing Second Gentleman Doug Emhoff. “Most of us don’t have the nice hair. We can’t talk about our baby daddy or Section Eight with Kamala. Kamala’s not relatable.”
The lack of enthusiasm is a problem Democrats have picked up on as well. Recently, former President Barack Obama encouraged young black men in particular to support Harris, criticizing them, and alleging that their lack of enthusiasm was because Harris is a woman.
[image: Former President Barack Obama speaks at a rally for Vice President Kamala Harris, her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, and Nevada Democratic candidates on Oct. 19, the first day of early voting, at Cheyenne High School  in North Las Vegas. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)]Former President Barack Obama speaks at a rally for Vice President Kamala Harris, her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, and Nevada Democratic candidates on Oct. 19, the first day of early voting, at Cheyenne High School  in North Las Vegas. Ethan Miller/Getty Images



The comments didn’t make much difference among voters who are already planning to vote for Harris, these voters told The Epoch Times. Those considering a vote for Trump were more put out by the comments, feeling it was inappropriate to tell them they have to vote for Harris simply because they are black.Pro-Trump, But Quietly
Out of the 15 black voters The Epoch Times spoke with, nearly half of them, seven, said they were backing Trump, though many only made the admission reluctantly after an extended conversation.
Joe Lou, a 68-year-old Uber driver, said that he and “everybody I know” supports Trump.
Asked why he thought that is, he replied, “Because they just feel like things were better. Everybody had more money in their pockets. It’s all about the economy. Everybody had more money. People don’t agree with focusing on transgender and migrants. We got our own problems.”
Lou said he was upset by the priority the Biden administration has given to “sending American money over to Ukraine, Israel, Lebanon, you name it, everybody but the U.S. It seems like if you’re a U.S. citizen, the Democratic Party has nothing for you.”
[image: Former President Donald Trump speaks to supporters in Atlanta on Oct. 15, 2024. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)]Former President Donald Trump speaks to supporters in Atlanta on Oct. 15, 2024. John Fredricks/The Epoch Times



Lou also said he believes that many young black men may shift toward Trump this year due to a broader cultural shift taking place.
Lou said many young black men have taken an interest in entrepreneurship and feel that Democrats “don’t offer you anything unless you’re poor or you’re breaking the law.”
Young black men across several swing states have spoken to The Epoch Times about their support for Trump, raising significant concerns for Harris among the crucial voting bloc.
But despite the high levels of support he’s seen for Trump, Lou said that many are scared to say so.
“It’s so obvious, the retaliation when you say you’re not with the woke program, they try to cancel you. They try to get you in trouble,” Lou said.
The Epoch Times observed this reticence firsthand.
One woman, who identified herself only as Gayle and didn’t provide her age or occupation, spent around 15 minutes railing against Trump’s past actions and comments.
But when asked if she would ever consider voting for Trump, she lowered her voice and said, almost abashedly, “I’ma be real with you—I already did. I voted for Trump.”
She said she felt let down by Biden and Harris over the last four years, and that things had been better under Trump.
[image: Voters and press gather at an early polling place in Buckhead, a northern neighborhood of Atlanta, on Oct. 21, 2024. (Joseph Lord/The Epoch Times)]Voters and press gather at an early polling place in Buckhead, a northern neighborhood of Atlanta, on Oct. 21, 2024. Joseph Lord/The Epoch Times



Jordan Johnson, a 31-year-old warehouse director, doesn’t think he’ll vote at all, but said, “If I had to, it'd be for Trump.”
Christopher Brown, 30, a restoration company employee in Georgia temporarily for work, also said he’s backing Trump, primarily for economic reasons.
“I see past the propaganda. Because, unlike most of these politicians, Trump, we’ve known him, and seen him since [before he entered politics],” Brown said. “Back then, he never had that racist card on him. He always interacted with black, so I just see all of that as propaganda.”
Brown thinks other black voters should join him in the GOP camp.
“I think the black voters should be on the Republican side,” Brown said. “Anything that was ever beneficial to the black folks was always from that side, ultimately.”
Lou agreed, questioning what black voters had gotten in return for their decades of support for Democrats.
“Folks are finally waking up—that we voted for them for 40 years, and all we have is bigger, worse ghetto,” Lou said.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/in-georgia-a-concerning-demographic-trend-for-democrats-5745131
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California Voters Could Decide Whether Republicans Keep the House
With the GOP’s eight-seat majority at stake, Golden State voters will decide 52 congressional races, 40 of which are currently held by Democrats.
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[image: California Voters Could Decide Whether Republicans Keep the House]A voter at the Jack London Aquatic Center in Oakland on March 5 during California's primary election. Philip Pacheco/Getty Images




By Travis Gillmore
10/22/2024Updated: 10/22/2024




Though seen by many as a deep blue state sporting a Democrat trifecta—with the governor’s office and both legislative chambers controlled by the party with supermajority margins—California has millions of Republicans and independent voters who could determine the balance of power in Congress in November.
Republicans control the House with a slim eight seat majority, thanks, in part, to some California seats flipping from blue to red in 2022.
Golden State voters will consider 52 races—with seats currently split between 40 Democrats and 12 Republicans—for the House of Representatives, including some of the nation’s most competitive districts.
Many of the tightest races are in districts in the Central Valley, Orange County, and east of Los Angeles in the Inland Empire.
Of the 10 closest districts, Republicans control seven of the seats.District 13
Incumbent Rep. John Duarte (R-Calif.) will face off against Democrat Adam Gray in a rematch of the 2022 election. Duarte flipped the district red for the first time since 1974 in a win that registered as the second closest in the country at the time—with fewer than 600 votes separating the two out of more than 133,000 cast.
The predominantly Hispanic, agricultural Central Valley district encompasses Merced County and parts of Fresno, Madera, San Joaquin, and Stanislaus counties.
Voter registration is split with nearly 41 percent Democrats, about 30 percent Republicans, and almost 22 percent independent.
In the March primary, Duarte beat Gray by almost 10 percent.
A fourth-generation farmer, longtime plant nursery owner, and first-time representative, Duarte told The Epoch Times that producers, businesses, and lower-income families are “greatly impacted by inflation and the Biden administration’s anti-energy and anti-resource policies.”
He said he hears from constituents that affordability is of paramount importance.
“I’m in touch with the issues in the district and I have a lot of credibility with many people,” Duarte said. “The message is clear: Get water on the farms, drill American oil, and get the cost of living under control.”
The congressman is supported by the National Federation of Independent Business, Central Valley Leadership Round Table, and the Peace Officers Research Association of California, among others.
Gray was born and raised in Merced and worked in his family-owned dairy and feed store. He served as a state Assemblyman representing the area for 10 years beginning in 2012.
“In the state Legislature, Adam championed bipartisan common-sense solutions,” his campaign website reads. “He also founded the California Problem Solvers Caucus, which brings Democrats, Republicans, and independents together to address California’s most critical issues including homelessness, the pandemic, and drought.”
Gray’s supporters say his service shows his desire to help the region thrive.
“Adam has an unmatched record of fighting and delivering for the valley,” his campaign said. “Adam has always put the needs of the community above partisan politics and that’s what he will continue to do if elected to Congress.”
He is backed by groups including Reproductive Freedom for All, Equality California, and the California Labor Federation, among others.District 22
Another rematch from the 2002 election has incumbent Rep. David Valadao (R-Calif.) up against Democrat Rudy Salas in the state’s most productive agricultural area—the San Joaquin Valley.
The prior race was decided by fewer than 4,000 votes.
Though more Democrats are registered in the district than Republicans—41 percent to 27 percent, with 23 percent reporting no party preference—Valadao has held the seat off-and-on since 2012, losing once in 2018 before recapturing the position in 2020.
He was born and raised in the area with a background in dairy and agriculture. The congressman served two years in the state Assembly before his first election to the House of Representatives.
“David is a proud son of the Central Valley,” his campaign said on its website. “Californians need a strong voice they can trust representing them in Congress—someone who listens and understands that Central Valley residents just want an opportunity to provide and build a better life for their families.”
A lifelong Central Valley resident, Salas labored in agricultural fields with his father before earning a degree from the University of California, Los Angeles, and serving five terms in the Assembly.
“Rudy Salas stood by his commitment to take a stand for Central Valley families and deliver for the region,” his campaign said on its website. “Salas has been a steadfast voice for the valley, fighting for more public safety funding, expanding workforce development programs, expanding veterans’ and workers’ rights, clean water infrastructure and support for our small business community.”
Salas’s supporters include Gov. Gavin Newsom, Sen. Alex Padilla, and the United Farm Workers.District 27
Voters in northern Los Angeles County will decide who represents the 27th District—which includes the cities of Lancaster, Palmdale, and Santa Clarita, in addition to parts of Los Angeles.
Rep. Mike Garcia (R-Calif.) won the election in 2022 and is running against Democrat George Whitesides, former chief of staff of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.
The district is known a home to companies in the aerospace industry and national defense, with voter registration about 41 percent Democratic, 30 percent Republican, and almost 22 percent independent.
Garcia is a military veteran and retired fighter pilot who has held the seat since a special election was called in 2020 to replace the Democrat former Rep. Katie Hill—who resigned in 2019 after allegations of sexual misconduct surfaced.
“Our district and our country are at an inflection point,” he said on his campaign website. “With my experience, I know what needs to be done.”
The congressman said his priorities include addressing regulatory red-tape, high taxes, and inflation.
“I understand firsthand the challenges our small businesses face every day,” Garcia said in an Oct. 9 press release.  “Our economy thrives when government gets out of the way and local businesses and hardworking families are empowered to succeed. I’ll continue to fight every day to restore economic security, protect local job creators, and ensure a stronger future for our community.”
Whitesides says his career in aerospace, including a stint as CEO of Virgin Galactic, gives him knowledge of the industry that would help him represent the region.
“I’m running for Congress because politicians have created more problems than they’ve solved,” Whitesides said in a campaign video. “I’ll use my business experience to solve problems, instead of playing politics.”
He said inflation and crime are top-of-mind for many residents and vowed to support law enforcement and reduce taxes for “working people, not billionaires.”District 45
Rep. Michelle Steel (R-Calif.) is pitted against Democrat Derek Tran in the state’s 45th District in northwestern Orange County.
Steel immigrated to the United States from South Korea with her mother and two sisters. In 2006, she was elected to the state’s Board of Equalization and eight years later to the Orange County Board of Supervisors before winning a seat in Congress in 2020.
“In Congress, I have fought each and every attempt to raise taxes,” Steel said on her website. “I have worked tirelessly to push back against reckless spending policies that are driving nationwide inflation from Washington, and I have been committed to standing up to Communist China and standing with our democratic allies abroad.”
Democrats have a slim edge over Republicans in registered voters, about 37 percent to 33 percent, with 24 percent of the electorate independent.
Steel is backed by the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association, the National Federation of Independent Business, and former U.S. House Speaker Rep. Kevin McCarthy.
Her challenger is a veteran, business owner, and consumer rights attorney whose parents fled a communist regime in Vietnam.
“My parents were refugees who worked hard and sacrificed so that I could realize the American Dream,” Tran said on his website. “I joined the Army to give back to the country that has given me so much, and I’m running for Congress to put people ahead of politics, protect our democracy, and ensure everyone, no matter what neighborhood they come from has the opportunity to succeed without fear of their freedoms being taken away.”
Tran’s supporters include the California Labor Federation and Attorney General Rob Bonta.District 47
Southern Orange County voters will choose between Democrat Dave Min and Republican Scott Baugh to fill the seat left vacant by Rep. Katie Porter (D-Calif.)—who ran an unsuccessful campaign for the late Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s seat.
The district’s electorate is evenly split between parties at 35 percent each, with about 24 percent independent.
A first-generation Korean American, Min worked as an enforcement attorney for the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission and taught business law at the University of California, Irvine, before being elected to the state Senate in 2020.
He said protecting humanity from the dangers of communism is one reason he is seeking higher office.
“As the son of immigrants who grew up during the Korean War, I know firsthand the importance of democracy and freedom,” Min said in a September press release. “That is why I am committed to standing strong against the Chinese Communist Party and its efforts to try to isolate Taiwan.”
He stressed opposition to “feckless and shameful kowtowing to the Chinese Communist Party.”
“This is not a partisan issue but a matter of core American values,” Min said. “We should defend democracy and freedom around the world, just as we did in World War II and Korea.”
Porter, the Service Employees International Union, and the Police Officers Research Association of California, among others, support Min.
Baugh was raised involved in family businesses and has lived in Orange County for more than 25 years.
“Growing up on our family farm, I learned early on the importance of hard work, faith, family, and freedom—values that have shaped who I am and that I will take with me to Congress,” he said on his website.
In the 1990s, Baugh served in the state Assembly and became Republican leader before being termed out. In 2022, he ran for the District 47 congressional seat but lost to Porter, who was then the incumbent.
Baugh’s backers include the National Federation of Independent Business, House Speaker Mike Johnson, and others.District 3
Incumbent Rep. Kevin Kiley (R-Calif.) will face Democrat Jessica Morse in District 3—which encompasses a stretch along the state’s eastern border with Nevada.
Kiley was a state Assemblyman for six years beginning in 2016 before he was elected to Congress.
“I’m working across party lines to bring down the cost of gas, groceries, utilities and insurance,” he said on his website.
The congressman said his bipartisan message resonates with constituents.
“I’m tremendously grateful for all the Democrat voters who are crossing party lines to vote for my reelection,” he wrote Oct. 7 on the social media platform X.
Morse was appointed to the U.S. Wildland Fire Mitigation and Management Commission last year and served as a deputy secretary for the state’s Natural Resources Agency.
She said she recognizes the challenges the district is facing “are not partisan.”
“When I see a problem, I run towards it and will not stop until it’s fixed,” Morse said on her website. “I’m ready to roll up my sleeves and tackle the issues that matter to our community.”District 9
Rep. Josh Harder (D-Calif.) is looking to keep his Central Valley seat in a race against Republican Stockton Mayor Kevin Lincoln.
The district flipped from Republican with Harder’s victory in 2019.
“Josh believes ... we need a new generation of leaders who put party politics aside and get things done,” Harder’s campaign said on its website. “Josh is focused on putting the valley first–lowering costs, delivering affordable health care, bringing home good-paying jobs, addressing homelessness and keeping our neighborhoods safe.”
Lincoln highlighted his record as a veteran and public servant.
“I have lived a life of service: as a mayor, pastor, community leader, and as a Marine, protecting our nation and our president on Marine One,” he said on his campaign website.
He criticized policies emanating from the nation’s capital that he believes are “making life harder” for the Central Valley by “raising the cost of groceries, gas, and housing.”
“Our stagnant economy is leaving people behind, worsening our homeless crisis,” Lincoln said. “We need new voices, and a new approach.”District 16
Two Democrats are running for the seat vacated by Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.)—who announced her retirement this year.
Assemblyman Evan Low and San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo are vying to represent the district—which encompasses Silicon Valley south of San Francisco.
“Throughout my time in public service, I have defended the most vulnerable and built coalitions to deliver solutions for the biggest challenges of our time,” Low said on his campaign website. “Our region needs an experienced legislator who will lead on maintaining our global competitiveness, combat hate, protect reproductive freedom, address crime in our communities, and ensure the middle class can once again afford to buy a house and raise a family where they work.”
His opponent is prioritizing inflation, public safety, and housing, according to his campaign.
“Sam Liccardo is running for Congress to focus Washington on the big issues like homelessness, crime, and the punishing cost of living,” his campaign wrote on its website. “To a Congress that has been called the least productive in decades, Liccardo says ‘Let’s get it done’ on the problems that matter most to the Peninsula, Silicon Valley, and the Coastside.”District 40
Republicans are looking to hold a seat in the 40th District—which contains parts of Orange, Riverside, and San Bernardino counties.
Rep. Young Kim (R-Calif.) was first elected to Congress in 2021 and is facing Democrat Joe Kerr—a retired Orange County firefighter.
The incumbent said her record is one of bipartisan leadership that prioritizes working families.
“I ran for Congress because I saw Washington politicians failing to deliver when our country needed it most,” Kim said on her website. “As an immigrant and one of the first Korean-American members of Congress, I am proudly serving my community, making sure I hold self-serving politicians accountable, and end the partisan gridlock that has brought our country to a standstill.”
Kerr said Washington is plagued by “gridlock, corruption, divisive rhetoric, the lack of civility, and grandstanding,” and vowed to address the issues.
“For the last three decades, I’ve been running toward the problem—inside burning buildings, putting out fires, responding to disasters, and saving lives,” Kerr said on his website. “Now I’m running for Congress because we need someone who will run toward the problems facing our nation—and solve them, not ignore them.”District 41
Analysts forecast a tossup in the Riverside County race between Rep. Ken Calvert (R-Calif.) and Democrat Will Rollins, a rematch of the 2022 election that was decided by less than 4 percent.
Calvert has represented the area in Congress since 1993.
“I don’t just work for Republicans or Democrats; I work for all of Riverside County,” he said in an Oct. 16 post on X.
He acknowledged the gravity of his and other races—with the control of Congress up for grabs Nov. 5.
“The control of the House of Representatives could very well come down to who wins this race,” Calvert wrote in an Oct. 12 X post. “We can’t afford to lose control to radical liberals.”
Rollins is a retired federal prosecutor who highlighted on his website his role in prosecuting Jan. 6 “insurrectionists.”
In campaign videos, he says bridging partisan divides would be a priority of his congressional term if elected.
“It’s time for a new leadership that brings Democrats, Republicans, and Independents together to end the chaos in Washington and deliver real results for Riverside County families,” he said on his website.District 49
Democrats are looking to hold onto a seat representing coastal northern San Diego County.
Rep. Mike Levin (D-Calif.)--who has held the office since 2019—is facing a challenge from Republican Matt Gunderson.
Levin’s campaign points to nearly $1 billion in federal funding secured for the district and dozens of bipartisan bills authored by the congressman as evidence that his work is benefiting the community.
He said driving corruption out of government is a top priority.
“Americans need confidence that Congress isn’t bought and sold by special interests,” Levin said in an Oct. 3 X post. “I refuse all corporate PAC money and co-sponsored legislation to ban members of Congress from trading stocks. The public’s interests—not personal profits—should always come first.”
Gunderson’s campaign said he plans to reduce taxes, regulations, and “anti-business” policies to help stimulate the economy.
“Matt Gunderson knows he can no longer sit back and watch the American Dream evaporate for younger generations while government takes more control away from parents and our local communities,” his campaign said on its website. “He’s ready to use his business experience to stand up to the failed policies of Washington, D.C. that are crushing local families.”
The candidate said a change of pace is needed.
“Let’s flip the [49th District] to restore transparent and common-sense leadership back to Washington, D.C.,” Gunderson wrote Oct. 16 on X.Senate
Californians will also decide who replaces the late Sen. Dianne Feinstein to fill the two-month remainder of her term in a special election held the same day as the vote to fill the next six-year term—which begins in January.
Newsom appointed Sen. Laphonza Butler (D-Calif.) to the seat in September 2023 after Feinstein died, and Butler opted out of running for the new term.
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) and Republican Steve Garvey—known for his major league baseball career with the Los Angeles Dodgers and San Diego Padres—are vying for the position.
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Pennsylvania could not only determine on Nov. 5 which party wins the White House, but also which party wins the Senate.
Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.) is running for a fourth term but will have to beat the Republican nominee, millionaire businessman and military veteran Dave McCormick.
The FiveThirtyEight average shows Vice President Kamala Harris leading former President Donald Trump by less than a percentage point in the presidential race, while the RealClearPolitics (RCP) average shows the latter leading the former by just 0.1 percentage points.
But Casey leads McCormick in the RCP average by 3.3 percentage points. A New York Times/Philadelphia Inquirer/Siena poll shows Casey up by 4 percentage points. Cook Political Report on Oct. 21 changed its rating for the race to “toss-up” from “lean Democrat.”
McCormick has acknowledged the race would be close.
“I always knew from Day One it was going to be a very close race,” he said in response to a question from The Epoch Times during a Q&A with reporters following a speech to grassroots volunteers with Americans for Prosperity Action, the largest conservative grassroots organization in the United States, ahead of them knocking on doors on his behalf on Sep. 10.
“The key for me winning is to be able to talk to voters that are on the fence, voters that could go either way,” he said.
Casey, who was born in Scranton, Pennsylvania—the same birthplace as President Joe Biden—has been in the Senate since 2007. He previously was Pennsylvania state treasurer and state auditor. His father, Bob Casey Sr., was governor of the state between 1987 and 1995. He has tended to vote in line with Senate Democrat leadership and Biden.
One issue on which Casey has gone back and forth is abortion, a top issue in the past couple of election cycles.
While he has a lifetime score of 68 percent from Planned Parenthood, he has voted against the pro-abortion side at times. In 2021, he voted for a GOP amendment that would have restricted abortion access for low-income women. In 2018 and 2020, he voted in favor of a bill that would have banned abortion nationwide after 20 weeks. In 2021, however, he voted against an amendment that would have done the same.
McCormick served in the U.S. Army and fought in the 1991 Gulf War. He went into the business world, working for firms including McKinsey & Co. and Bridgewater Associates, where he was president. He served in numerous roles in the Bush administration. His wife, Dina Powell, served in the Bush and Trump administrations. McCormick narrowly lost the 2022 GOP Senate primary in Pennsylvania to TV star Dr. Mehmet Oz.
McCormick faced no opposition in the 2024 primary as he was endorsed by Trump, who called him “smart” and “successful.”
“He’s a good man. He wants to run a good ship,” Trump said at an April 13 rally in Pennsylvania.
McCormick accepted Trump’s endorsement.
“Thank you, President Trump! Together we will deliver a big win for Pennsylvania and America in November,” he posted on X.
McCormick’s campaign has focused on the economy, crime, fentanyl, the border, and energy. It has also sought to tie Casey to the Biden administration’s policies. McCormick branded himself as someone who has served in the military and private sector versus a career politician.
Fred Foley, an adjunct political science professor at La Salle University, said that inflation and other economic issues have hurt Casey.
Casey has criticized McCormick, who was born in Washington, Pennsylvania, for having a residence in Connecticut, splitting his time between there and Pennsylvania.
He has also criticized him for having Bridgewater invest in China.
McCormick defended his record at the firm, saying during an Oct. 15 debate against Casey that it invested globally, including in China, and that its investments were cleared by the U.S. government. He said that the investments were even approved by Casey as state treasurer.
During an Oct. 3 debate with McCormick, Casey tied McCormick to the conservative agenda.
Casey went after McCormick for being for the 21 percent corporate tax rate enacted under Trump.
“He wants to give it to the billionaires, the people making hundreds of millions in the big corporations, and another big tax cut for the most powerful companies in the world is going to add up to more than $4 trillion,” he said.
Casey, McCormick said, wants “Venezuela-like price controls” in response to high prices.
The McCormick and Casey campaigns did not respond to interview requests.
Pennsylvania-based experts who spoke with The Epoch Times predicted Casey will win the race. Reasons included name recognition, leading in the polls, and incumbency advantage.
Most of them said that Pennsylvania will be key to the GOP’s quest to take back the Senate, which the Democrats control with 51 seats (the three independents caucus with them).
“The GOP needs a two-seat net pickup,” said Villanova University political science professor Jack Johannes, who called McCormick the “first real threat” to Casey keeping his seat. “Montana, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania are the best targets. With Maryland likely to elect a Dem, that makes it necessary for the Republicans to win two or three.”
“The Senate race in Pennsylvania is extremely important for both parties in terms of majority party status in the Senate in 2025,” said Brian Fife, professor and chair of the political science department at Lehigh University. “If the Democrats lose the seat, it would be difficult to envision that they could keep control of the Senate.”
But Foley said control of the Senate won’t run through Pennsylvania, but rather Montana and West Virginia, where the GOP is all but guaranteed to flip those seats.
Nonetheless, the presidential race could determine whether Casey or McCormick wins.
“Pennsylvania is essentially neck and neck between Harris and Trump for the presidency,” said Foley. “And how those votes shake out on Election Day could tip the balance between Casey and McCormick.”
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[image: Battleground Wisconsin Starts Early Voting]Aiden Stahl, an intern with the election division of the Kenosha County clerk's office, sets up voting booths in a hallway of the Kenosha Municipal Building in preparation for in-person early voting in Kenosha, Wis., on Oct. 21, 2024. Scott Olson/Getty Images
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Wisconsin is the latest swing state to start a form of in-person early voting—specifically, in-person absentee voting.
“Starting on Tuesday, Oct. 22—two weeks before Election Day—municipal clerks can begin to issue in-person absentee ballots at the clerk’s office or another designated location,” the Wisconsin Elections Commission (WEC), which oversees elections in the state, wrote in an Oct. 21 press release.
That’s “no earlier than 14 days preceding the election” under the Wisconsin law governing in-person absentee voting and does not include the Monday before Election Day. Wisconsinites must show photo ID to cast their in-person absentee ballots.
Municipalities have the discretion to set the hours for such voting. In-person absentee voting is carried out at the municipal clerk’s office or other designated sites.
In Madison, for example, in-person absentee voting will occur at a variety of public libraries, community centers, churches, and other sites between Oct. 22 and Nov. 3, the Sunday before Election Day.
The options are more limited in little New Lisbon, population 1,748, where all early voting will take place at the Lisbon Village Hall.
“Some smaller jurisdictions choose to offer [in-person absentee voting] by appointment only,” WEC noted in its press release. “Voters will need to check with their municipal clerk.”
Observers can be at the municipal clerk’s office during the process, “provided the office is located in a public building.”
Observers are entitled to observer zones at the check-in and registration areas, both from three to eight feet from the tables where those activities are taking place.
Of course, in-person absentee voting is just one form of absentee voting in America’s Dairyland.
According to WEC, as of Oct. 20, more than 590,000 absentee ballots had been sent out to voters across the state. Nearly 325,000 of them had been returned.
“Voters who want to cast an absentee ballot by mail for the November General Election can still do so, but time is running out,” said Meagan Wolfe, the administrator of WEC.
“Absentee ballots must arrive by 8 p.m. on Election Day to be counted. Absentee voters should make a plan as soon as possible for requesting and returning their ballot to ensure it arrives on time.”
The onset of in-person absentee voting has drawn campaigns to the state.
Former President Barack Obama will appear with Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz in Madison on Oct. 22, in support of Walz’s running mate, Vice President Kamala Harris.
Sen. JD Vance, the running mate of former President Donald J. Trump, spoke in Waukesha on Oct. 20.
[image: Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives for a campaign event at the Central Wisconsin Airport in Mosinee, Wis., on Sept. 7, 2024. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)]Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives for a campaign event at the Central Wisconsin Airport in Mosinee, Wis., on Sept. 7, 2024. Scott Olson/Getty Images
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FiveThirtyEight’s polling average for Wisconsin gives Harris a narrow edge of 0.3 points as of Oct. 21. RealClearPolling’s similar aggregator has Trump up by 0.2 points.
At the same time in 2016 and 2022, Trump was losing in FiveThirtyEight’s Wisconsin polling average by a much greater margin—by 8 points to Hillary Clinton in 2016 and by 6.3 points to President Joe Biden in 2020. Similarly, historical averages from RealClearPolitics show Clinton leading Trump by 6.5 points and Biden leading Trump by 4.6 points on Oct. 21, 2024.
In both 2016 and 2020, the state was decided by margins of less than 1 percent.Early Voting Surges in Battlegrounds
Arizona’s early in-person voting began more than a week ago, on Oct. 9. Early in-person voting in Georgia kicked off on Oct. 15. Next came Hurricane Helene-battered North Carolina, on Oct. 17, followed by Nevada, on Oct. 19.
[image: Voters take to the polls in Smyrna, Ga., on Oct. 15, 2024. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)]Voters take to the polls in Smyrna, Ga., on Oct. 15, 2024. John Fredricks/The Epoch Times



Michigan is, in a limited sense, the last of those crucial states. A mandatory early in-person voting period begins Oct. 26, nine days ahead of Nov. 5, Election Day. Yet communities there are permitted to initiate early voting as far back as 29 days ahead of Election Day, on Oct. 7.
In the state’s most populous city, Detroit, early in-person voting started Oct. 19. Vice President Kamala Harris came to the Motor City to campaign with Detroit-born musician Lizzo.
The enthusiasm among voters has been evident in Georgia, which set a new record for turnout on the first day of early voting. North Carolina also clocked record numbers as early voting commenced.
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[image: Eva Mendes on the Strict Internet Rules She Imposes on Her Kids]Eva Mendes attends Create & Cultivate Los Angeles on Feb. 22, 2020. Phillip Faraone/Getty Images
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Eva Mendes doesn’t allow her children to communicate through social media or use a smart phone, and psychologists are commending her for the strict internet policy.
The mother of two daughters told The Sunday Times in an interview published on Oct. 17 that social media and smartphone use are forbidden in her home.
“Putting my kid on the internet and being like, ‘Oh, search something;’ that, to me, is equivalent to telling her, ‘Oh, just go down the street in the middle of the night. You’ll be fine,’” Mendes said.
Mendes’ daughters, Esmeralda Amada and Amada Lee, whom she shares with actor Ryan Gosling, are 10 and eight years old, respectively.
“I know that sounds extreme but that’s what I feel,” she said.
The 50-year-old is known for her role in 58 films, including “Training Day” in 2001 with Denzel Washington, “Hitch” in 2005 with Will Smith, and “The Place Beyond the Pines” in 2012 where she met Gosling.
Currently, the A-list couple live in England where Gosling is filming “Project Hail Mary,” a sci-fi movie about an astronaut. He’s best known for his starring roles in “Barbie” in 2023, “La La Land” in 2016, and “The Notebook” in 2004.
The boundaries Mendes has established for her kids suggest she values their emotional and mental well-being over societal pressures or norms around technology, according to licensed and board certified clinical and forensic psychologist Judy Ho Gavazza.
“It also indicates that she takes an active, mindful approach to parenting, seeking to protect her children from the potential pitfalls of modern technology,” Gavazza told The Epoch Times.
Pitfalls include cyberbullying and addiction to social media.Tech Addiction
Mendes’s position reflects widespread criticism and lawsuits alleging that Google-owned YouTube and other social media sites have fueled a childhood mental health crisis by deliberately designing addictive features.
Signs of social media addiction include neglecting homework and house chores, preferring online interactions over real-life connections, and losing interest in hobbies or activities previously enjoyed.
“You may suspect your child is addicted to social media if they constantly think or talk about it, show irritability or anxiety when they can’t access it, and need to spend increasing amounts of time online to feel satisfied,” mental health social worker Catherine Ybarra-Ochoa told The Epoch Times.
Ybarra-Ochoa works at Holliday’s Helping Hands in Los Angeles.
Some 24.4 percent of adolescents are addicted to social media, according to the National Library of Medicine.
“Social media activates the brain’s reward system, making it easy for kids to seek validation through likes and comments,” licensed marriage and family therapist Katie Dorn told The Epoch Times.
Dorn, a mom of seven children, is also a co-founder of EmpowerU, a program helping students learn to redirect their focus from feelings of anxiety and depression to building confidence and resilience.
Jorge Argota, a parent and founder of a digital marketing agency, employs a controlled smartphone strategy with his children, which means he enables the built-in parental controls on his child’s iPhone through its Screen Time feature.
“We allow calls and texts but no internet or social media,” Argota told The Epoch Times. “This way, they can communicate but we have boundaries around online activities.”Genetic Predisposition
Mendes also expressed fear that her daughters would inherit her flaws with behaviours leading to addiction. She reportedly checked herself into a rehab facility in 2008 when struggling with alcohol abuse. She’s now sober.
“I still have all this anxiety and I see myself passing it on to my children,” she said. “Subconsciously, I can imagine what they’re inheriting from me that I don’t want them to inherit from me.”
A National Library of Medicine study found that the heritability of alcoholism is about 50 percent, and that of cocaine and opiate addiction is about 60–70 percent.Conscious Parenting
Mendes further revealed that she homeschools her daughters and practices conscious parenting, which refers to a style of parenting that minimizes rules in favor of prioritizing the parent-child relationship.
Gavazza said Mendes’s chosen parenting approach is thought to prioritize “the preservation of childhood and allows her children to develop at their own pace, away from the pressures of online comparison.”
Mendes’s approach also allows children to learn how to relate to the world before they relate with the screens, according to father and tech business owner Chris Dukich.
“By practicing conscious parenting, it enhances respect and freedom of expression in both the parents and the children,” Dukich told The Epoch Times. He owns, Display Now, an online platform that bridges technology and communication.
Mendes did not respond to requests for comment.
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The federal government has unveiled a $325 million investment plan for a new semiconductor facility in Michigan.
According to an Oct. 21 U.S. Department of Commerce press statement, the new Michigan Hemlock Semiconductor (HSC) facility in Saginaw County, will also create up to 1,000 construction jobs over time and potentially generate up to 180 manufacturing jobs in an area.
The funding, drawn from the CHIPS and Science Act of 2022, is earmarked for producing hyper-pure polysilicon, a critical component in electronics and solar panels.
During an Oct. 21 phone call with reporters, U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo emphasized the broader impact of the CHIPS Act, stating, “What we’ve been able to do with the CHIPS Act is not just build a few new factories, but fundamentally revitalize the semiconductor ecosystem in our country with American workers.”
She said polysilicon production is crucial to manufacturing chips such as microchips, AI chips, and memory chips.
“Polysilicon is the bedrock of semiconductors, and it’s important we have a reliable source of this material to manufacture the chips that help support our economic and national security,” she said.
The initiative follows an industrial strategy championed by Vice President Kamala Harris’s campaign. In contrast, former President Donald Trump’s approach favors tariff increases and income tax reductions as means to bolster manufacturing.
The Biden-Harris administration’s focus on revitalizing American manufacturing through targeted investments and policy initiatives like the CHIPS Act represents a key pillar of the administration’s economic strategy.
According to a July White House press release, Biden and Harris have focused on creating more manufacturing jobs in the United States, creating the first-ever Made in America Office at the White House Office of Management and Budget during the administration’s first week in office.
“Since day one, President Biden and Vice President Harris have worked to make ‘Made in America’ a reality,” the White House said.
Investing in the local production of essential components like polysilicon could also strengthen America’s position in the global supply chain for semiconductors, according to Under Secretary of Commerce for Standards and Technology and National Institute of Standards and Technology Director Laurie E. Locascio.
“Polysilicon is vital to the semiconductor research and development that will drive America’s technological future and leadership,” Locascio said. “Today’s proposed investment with HSC would be a meaningful step towards strengthening our domestic materials manufacturers who can in turn bolster America’s entire semiconductor industry.”
Found in 1961, Hemlock Semiconductor is the only manufacturer of hyper-pure polysilicon in the United States and just one of five companies in the world that produces the level of purity needed in the semiconductor market, according to the Department of Commerce.
Polysilicon is the physical component that gives chips their semiconductor properties.
The Associated Press contributed to this report.
From NTD News
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[image: Susan Smith Is Up for Parole 30 Years After Drowning Her Children in South Carolina Lake]Susan Smith on May 24, 2021. South Carolina Department of Corrections via AP
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COLUMBIA, S.C.—Susan Smith will be up for parole next month, nearly 30 years after she was convicted of rolling her car into a South Carolina lake and drowning her two sons who were strapped in their car seats.
Smith, 53, is serving life in prison after a jury decided not to sentence her to death in her 1995 murder trial. Under the law at the time, she is eligible to ask to be released after serving 30 years in prison.
Smith’s hearing is scheduled for Nov. 20, the state Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services said Monday. Parole hearings are done virtually in South Carolina with the inmate joining by a video call from prison.
Parole in South Carolina is only granted about 8 percent of the time and is less likely on an inmate’s first appearance before the board, in notorious cases or when prosecutors and the families of victims are opposed. Smith falls in all of those categories.
“The jury believed she got a life sentence and that’s what she should serve,” said Tommy Pope, the lead prosecutor in Smith’s trial who is now the Republican Speaker Pro Tem of the South Carolina House.
“Secondarily, I would point to her conduct in prison to show, unfortunately, what a juror hoped would happen, that she would be remorseful and think about those kids. She’s proven she’s only thinking about Susan Smith,” Pope said.
Smith made international headlines in October 1994 when she said she was carjacked late at night near the city of Union and that a man drove away with her sons inside.
For nine days, Smith made numerous and sometimes tearful pleas asking that 3-year-old Michael and 14-month-old Alex be returned safely.
But the whole time, the boys and Smith’s car were at the bottom of nearby John D. Long Lake, authorities said.
Investigators said Smith’s story didn’t add up. Carjackers usually just want a vehicle, so investigators asked why would they let Smith out but not her children. The traffic light where Smith said she had stopped when her car was taken would only be red if another car was waiting to cross and Smith said no other cars were around. And other bits and pieces of the story did not make sense.
Smith confessed to letting her car roll down a boat ramp and into the lake. A re-creation by investigators showed it took six minutes for the Mazda to dip below the water surface, while cameras inside the vehicle showed water pouring in through the vents and steadily rising. The boys’ bodies were found dangling upside-down in their car seats, one tiny hand pressed against a window,
Prosecutors said Smith was having an affair with the wealthy son of the owner of the business she worked at. He broke it off because she had the two young sons and Smith decided that was how she would solve that problem.
Prosecutors sought the death penalty and the trial of the young mother became a national sensation and a true crime touchstone even though it wasn’t televised by a judge who worried about what cameras were doing to the O.J. Simpson murder trial going on at the same time. A jury convicted Smith but decided she did not deserve the death penalty.
Smith’s lawyers said she was remorseful, suffering a mental breakdown and intended to die alongside her children but left the car at the last moment.
Smith’s 30 years in prison have been eventful too. South Carolina prison rules don’t allow broadcast interviews, but Smith has frequently written reporters, true crime aficionados and potential suitors who then talk about the letters publicly.
She unsuccessfully tried to appeal her conviction, saying her husband David Smith abused her. He adamantly denied it and authorities said there was no proof.
Pope said David Smith plans to join him to oppose his ex-wife’s parole.
In an interview with Court TV, David Smith said he struggles to remember his sons. He said while he has forgiven Susan Smith, that doesn’t take away the fact that she killed their children and deserves to spend more than 30 years in prison for it.
“You have no idea of how much damage you have done to so many people,” David Smith said in the Court TV interview. “In my capabilities I am going to do everything in my power to make sure you stay behind bars.”
Pope plans to tell the parole board that when jurors rejected the death penalty, they thought a life sentence meant the rest of her life and did not think she could be released after just 30 years.
Pope expects Susan Smith to make her own argument to the parole board. He thinks she will try to use the same sympathy and difficulty to believe a mother would do something like this to her children to convince the board to grant her parole.
“She’s been rehearsing what she’ll say to the parole board for 30 years,” Pope said.
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California Man Arrested for Allegedly Starting 2 Fires 
Wildfire season has worsened this year due to arson, according to authorities.
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[image: California Man Arrested for Allegedly Starting 2 Fires ]Flames grow as firefighters set a backfire on the eastern front of the Park Fire near Chico, Calif., on July 28, 2024. David McNew/Getty Images




By Travis Gillmore
10/22/2024Updated: 10/22/2024




Cal Fire law enforcement deputies apprehended a suspect Oct. 19 who is allegedly responsible for starting fires along Highway 162 in Butte County, about 70 miles north of Sacramento in Northern California.
Gary Kevin Fuller, of Oroville, was arrested and charged with two separate counts of arson. He was in custody as of Oct. 21, and his bail was set at $150,000, a spokesperson for the Butte County jail told The Epoch Times.
Cal Fire responded to a report of a brush fire near Arbol Avenue on Oct. 19 in an unincorporated part of Butte County and quickly put out the blaze.
Witnesses told officials about an arson suspect and provided a description of the individual.
About an hour-and-a-half later, at a location 1.5 miles away, another vegetation fire was reported.
California’s terrain is especially susceptible to quick-spreading vegetation fires this year, according to the state’s fire agency, because vegetation growth is heavy following a wet spring.
A witness gave information that connected the suspect from the first fire with the second incident.
Shortly after, Butte County Sheriff’s deputies recognized a suspicious person who fit the description of the suspect and detained Fuller until Cal Fire investigators arrived.
Evidence at the scene and on the suspect was used to determine probable cause, said authorities, and Fuller was ultimately arrested and booked on arson charges.
The fire agency has arrested at least 110 people for arson so far in 2024, on pace to top the 111 arrested last year but a drop from the 162 arrested in 2022.
Incidents spiked starting in 2020 after averaging closer to 70 for the five years prior.
Arson incidents are responsible for approximately 11 percent of all wildfires statewide, according to Cal Fire data.
Other incidents responsible for significant blazes in recent months include the Park Fire—which was allegedly started by Ronnie Dean Stout II near Chico.
The 42-year-old was arrested and charged with igniting the fire by pushing a burning vehicle into a dry gully. Stout pleaded not guilty, and the case is still pending.
A conflagration known as the Line Fire—which burned acreage in San Bernardino County—is also attributed to arson.
Justin Wayne Halstenberg was arrested in September and charged with 11 counts of arson and other crimes for his alleged role in starting the fire. He pleaded not guilty, and is being held in custody with no bail. The case is ongoing.
The El Dorado Fire—which began in 2020 when a gender-reveal party pyrotechnic display went wrong—also led to charges after the 22,000-acre inferno killed a firefighter and destroyed 10 structures.
At least eight fires are currently burning in the state, with resources focused on blazes in Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Shasta, Alameda, and Kern counties, among others.
Annually, about 7,000 wildfires impact California, with nearly 1.3 million acres burned, according to Cal Fire, based on five-year averages.
Billions of dollars in losses due to wildfires since 2016 are impacting the state’s housing industry and upending the insurance market—with homeowners and renters facing what some are calling a “crisis of both affordability and availability.”
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FTC Rule Banning Fake Reviews Takes Effect With Stiff Penalties
While some praised the new rule, some said that it doesn’t do enough to also put responsibilities on third-party review hosting sites.
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[image: FTC Rule Banning Fake Reviews Takes Effect With Stiff Penalties]Lina Khan, then-nominee for FTC commissioner, speaks during a hearing on Capitol Hill, on April 21, 2021. Graeme Jennings/AP Photo




By Sam Dorman
10/22/2024Updated: 10/22/2024




Federal Trade Commission (FTC) Chair Lina Khan announced on Oct. 21 that the agency’s prohibition on fake online reviews was taking effect, imposing fines as high as $50,000 for violations.
On social media platform X, Khan encouraged followers to report the proscribed practices at reportfraud.ftc.gov. In announcing the rule this August, she said that fake reviews “not only waste people’s time and money, but also pollute the marketplace and divert business away from honest competitors.”
The Public Interest Research Group (PIRG) has said that research points to as many as 30 to 40 percent of online reviews being dishonest in some way, while online reviews inform the basis for 90 percent of online shoppers’ decisions.
In its final rule, the FTC states that the maximum penalty per violation is $51,744, but courts must consider factors under the FTC Act when determining penalties.
Among other things, the final rule prohibits false consumer reviews, buying positive or negative reviews, and suppressing negative reviews.
Another provision bans the selling or buying of followers and views from a bot or hijacked account.
“This prohibition is limited to situations in which the buyer knew or should have known that the indicators were fake and misrepresent the buyer’s influence or importance for a commercial purpose,” the FTC said.
Yelp, one of the most prominent online review hosting platforms, welcomed the rule with a statement in August. “We believe the enforcement of this new rule will improve the review landscape for consumers and help level the playing field for businesses,” Yelp general counsel Aaron Schur said.
While some praised the new rule, some said that it doesn’t do enough and that it exempts third-party review hosting sites, such as Yelp, from liabilities.
Fake Review Watch creator Kathryn Dean wrote in The Hill that “while the rule addresses the culprits who both buy and sell fake reviews, it gives a pass to those most responsible for the whole system and who do far too little to clean up the fraud.”
The agency’s rule states that certain provisions, such as those prohibiting the dissemination of false reviews, “do not apply to reviews that appear on a website or platform as a result of the business merely engaging in consumer review hosting.”
In its final rule, the FTC cautioned that its decision not to focus on review hosting platforms “should not be taken to signal that third-party platforms do not bear significant responsibility for combatting fake reviews.”
Amazon said earlier this month that it “invests significant resources to proactively stop fake reviews before being seen by a customer.” It said that “[i]n 2023, Amazon pursued legal action against more than 150 bad actors attempting to engage in review abuse across the U.S., China, and Europe.”
Yelp said last year that its automated recommendation software “helps surface the most helpful and reliable content to consumers.”
Google similarly said this year that its “reviews undergo rigorous scrutiny by our moderation systems before they’re published” and that its evolving machine learning algorithms led to it blocking or removing “over 170 million policy-violating reviews from 2023.”
It’s unclear how much other businesses will have to change their practices in order to comply with the FTC’s new rule.
Holland and Knight, one of the country’s largest law firms by revenue, said in August that the FTC’s rule meant “[b]usinesses must now develop and enforce stringent policies for handling consumer reviews, while also ensuring that third-party advertising and marketing partners are well-trained and monitored under the new FTC regulations.”
The FTC, meanwhile, assumed the cost of compliance as minimal but said that if businesses engaged in a more complicated attempt to ensure compliance, costs in the United States could reach $871.98 million for 2024.
Reuters contributed to this report.
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Trump Lauds North Carolinians Who Voted Early Amid Post-Hurricane Chaos
The former president visited a badly damaged small community and pledged his continued support as voters headed to the polls.
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[image: Trump Lauds North Carolinians Who Voted Early Amid Post-Hurricane Chaos]Mike Stewart prays for Republican presidential candidate, former President Donald J. Trump in Asheville, N.C., on Oct. 21, 2024. Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times




By Janice Hisle
10/21/2024Updated: 10/22/2024




SWANNANOA, N.C.—Standing on the silt-covered ground amid piles of debris, former President Donald Trump said the aftermath of Hurricane Helene left him awestruck. So did the grit of North Carolinians who cast a record-breaking number of early votes as they continued grappling with the storm’s aftermath.
In response to a question from The Epoch Times at an Oct. 21 news conference near Asheville, North Carolina, Trump shared his message to those early voters: “The first thing I'd say is, ‘We love you,’ because that’s really something special, really, for them to do that.”
More than 353,000 North Carolina voters cast ballots on Oct. 17, breaking the state’s record for the first day of early voting, elections officials said; more than 1 million votes have been cast in North Carolina despite widespread damage. Among the state’s 100 counties, 25 are declared disaster areas.
“I mean, they lost their house and they’re standing outside, voting,” Trump said, adding, “These are special people. These are people with heart.”
Trump, who seeks the presidency in the Nov. 5 election, also acknowledged: “We want them to vote, but we want them to live and survive and be happy and healthy. Because this is really a tragedy.”
Helene, a powerful Category 4 storm, hit Florida on Sept. 26. Then it traveled northward into other states including North Carolina. The storm caused widespread flooding, landslides, and power outages and deaths; at least 95 lives were lost in North Carolina alone.
Business owners, community leaders, and onlookers said that Trump’s visit to their small, hard-hit community—and his commitment to continuing to help—buoyed their spirits as they face a months-long recovery.
“The American people are with you all the way,” said Trump, the Republican nominee opposing Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris as they each vie to become the nation’s 47th president.
[image: Asheville area ahead of Republican presidential candidate former President Donald J. Trump’s remarks to the press in Swannanoa, N.C., on Oct. 21, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)]Asheville area ahead of Republican presidential candidate former President Donald J. Trump’s remarks to the press in Swannanoa, N.C., on Oct. 21, 2024. Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times



Brian Burpeau, owner of Diamondback 4x4 automotive service center—a storm-damaged business that served as the news conference site on Monday—told Trump: “Mr. President, I can’t thank you enough for coming out. ... We need that shot of hope in the arm. ... We need to know we’re going to be okay and not forgotten.”
Burpeau said he was in disbelief when his general manager called and told him: “The building’s under water.”
“The river is so far away from us, and I thought he was just playing a joke,” Burpeau told reporters. “I couldn’t believe what I saw when I got off the Swannanoa exit. We lost bridges, we’ve lost businesses, we lost homes, we’ve lost people. The devastation here is just not anything I would have ever imagined.”
The community in the western section of North Carolina is protected by mountains and is located about 400 miles inland from the Carolina coast, making it generally less susceptible to damage from hurricanes.
Private citizens, businesspeople, and charitable organizations such as Samaritan’s Purse have stepped forward to assist North Carolina’s storm-recovery efforts. And Trump started a GoFundMe online account that raised nearly $8 million to help people most affected by Hurricane Helene. Trump said that fundraising effort was continuing.‘Like a Nuke Went Off’
Among dozens of residents who showed up for Trump’s visit was Amber Davis, 30. She brought her son, Brantley, 7, saying he “loves Trump.” Davis, whose home suffered some roof damage but is “still livable,” early-voted for Trump. Asked why she supported Trump, Davis said she likes Trump’s policies and that Harris has avoided answering “a simple question about anything she wants to do.”
Davis lives in nearby Black Mountain, where “life is starting to get a little more normal,” as businesses are reopening, she said.
But Davis lamented, “Swannanoa just looks like a nuke went off.”
[image: Amber Davis, 30, with son, Brantley, 7, after an interview with The Epoch Times in Swannanoa, N.C., on Oct. 21, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)]Amber Davis, 30, with son, Brantley, 7, after an interview with The Epoch Times in Swannanoa, N.C., on Oct. 21, 2024. Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times



Mike Stewart, the owner of Pine View Buildings, a business that had been located across U.S. 70 from Burpeau’s service center, told reporters: “We lost everything.”
“We had 70-plus buildings. We drove here two days later, and there wasn’t one building that was ours,” he said. Instead, there were “houses and trailers and tankers and all sorts of things” strewn across his property, Stewart said.
Still, Stewart acknowledged others have suffered even worse losses.
“There are a lot of people who lost everything, including loved ones,” he said. Turning to Trump, he said, “And I believe that you can serve as a great inspiration to this community right now. ... I think God’s given you indomitable spirit, and no matter what gets thrown at you, you find a way to press through.”
During the 2024 presidential campaign, Trump has faced criminal prosecutions, lawsuits, efforts to remove his name from ballots, and two assassination attempts.Impromptu Prayer Offered
Stewart said the former president’s visit to Swannanoa will “serve as an inspiration to this community to press on and move forward.”
After hearing Stewart’s heartfelt words, Trump thanked him and said, “No speechwriter could write that.”
Stewart responded by asking Trump if he could pray for him; Trump agreed. Stewart prayed for God to give Trump “a spirit of wisdom and understanding and insight as he moves to lead this nation back to greatness.”
Whether Trump or Harris wins the election could depend, in part, on voters in North Carolina—a key state up for grabs in the 2024 presidential contest.
In North Carolina, Trump is leading Harris by less than 1 percentage point in the RealClearPolitics average of opinion polls. Trump also leads her in the other six states—Arizona, Nevada, Wisconsin, Michigan, Georgia, and Pennsylvania. But all are within the margin or error, making the race a statistical tie.
If Trump regains the White House, he promised to “support and totally complete the rebuilding of every region and town and city that was devastated by the hurricane.” He also said he would “personally recruit businesses from all over the world to help restore the prosperity to the region.”
Further, Trump pledged to “slash through every bureaucratic barrier” preventing people from getting more help. Trump and others have criticized the federal response to the disaster as slow and insufficient. But President Joe Biden has pushed back, saying that 3,600 federal employees were deployed across multiple states.
State Rep. Tim Moore, speaker of the North Carolina House of Representatives, told reporters: “I’ve not gotten a single call from the White House.”
He said Trump and his team “have been in touch with us from day one.”
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Eyewitness Video Captures Frantic Efforts to Save Lives After Deadly Collapse of Dock Walkway
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By The Associated Press
10/21/2024Updated: 10/22/2024




SAVANNAH, Ga.—The metal gangway where dozens of people waited to board a ferry boat made a loud, creaking noise before snapping in the middle amid panicked cries from those sent plunging into the water. Some clung desperately to the railing, while others began to float away with the tidal current.
“There was no time for anyone to get off,” said Icy White, who watched from about 30 feet away at the ferry dock on Sapelo Island. “It took seconds.”
White’s family was among hundreds visiting the isolated Georgia barrier island Saturday for a fall festival spotlighting the history and culture of its tiny Gullah-Geechee community of black slave descendants. The celebration gave way to tragedy when the gangway collapsed, sending seven visitors to their deaths.
White of Atlanta recorded video of the immediate aftermath on her cellphone and shared it with The Associated Press. It shows tourists and island residents jumping into action to rescue imperiled strangers and render aid to the injured in a remote location with few trained first responders initially on-site.
“There was no EMS that was there,” said Darrel Jenkins, White’s cousin. “We were the EMS.”Crisis Unfolded on Island Isolated From Mainland
Largely unspoiled Sapelo Island, most of which is owned the state of Georgia, has no roads or bridges connecting it to the mainland. Residents and visitors typically rely on ferries operated by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources to make the 7-mile trip.
Natural Resources Commissioner Walter Rabon told a news conference Sunday an estimated 700 visitors showed up for the Cultural Day event hosted by residents of Hogg Hummock, a tiny enclave founded after the Civil War by slaves who had worked the island plantation of Thomas Spalding.
Rabon said his agency had 40 staff members working on the island during one of its busiest days of the year. The U.S. Coast Guard and local sheriff’s and fire departments later joined search and rescue efforts with boats and helicopters. But Rabon praised civilian bystanders for their efforts immediately after the collapse sent about 20 people into the water.
“Their quick response and action saved additional lives,” Rabon said.
[image: A portion of the gangway which collapsed Saturday afternoon remains visible on Sapelo Island in McIntosh county, Ga., on Oct. 20, 2024. (Lewis Levine/AP Photo)]A portion of the gangway which collapsed Saturday afternoon remains visible on Sapelo Island in McIntosh county, Ga., on Oct. 20, 2024. Lewis Levine/AP Photo



Video Shows Frantic Scene Immediately After the Collapse
White’s video shows people clinging to metal railing on the broken gangway, dangling at a steep angle into the water. Some holding on at the bottom are partly submerged, while those closer to the top extend hands trying to reach and pull them up. Others pass orange life preservers to those at the bottom.
At least a dozen people floating in the water can be seen drifting away from the dock, pulled by a strong tidal current that threatened to drag them out to sea. Still recording on her phone, White runs into a dockside parking lot shouting for others to come help.
“Who can help? Who can swim? Please, help! Help! Help!“ she calls out. ”The bridge fell! It fell! Please help! People are in the water!”
Another video clip shows volunteers attempting to comfort a crying woman with a broken leg at the water’s edge. A few feet away, a man in latex gloves kneels performing chest compressions on someone sprawled on the ground, a muddy mix of rocks and shells.
Other footage shows volunteers using a blanket to form a makeshift stretcher for an injured woman, then carrying her toward a boat for evacuation.Coroner Identifies the Dead as Seniors Visiting the Island
The seven people killed were all seniors, ranging in age from 73 to 93, according to McIntosh County Coroner Melvin Amerson.
Officials said none of them lived on the island, and Hogg Hummock resident Reginald Hall said none of them appeared to be islanders’ family members.
They included Charles L. Houston, 77, of nearby Darien, a chaplain for the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.
Also killed were William Johnson Jr., 73, and Queen Welch, 76, both of Atlanta. The remaining four were from Jacksonville, Florida: Crews Carter, 75; Cynthia Gibbs, 74; Carlotta McIntosh, 93; Isaiah Thomas, 79.Investigators Working to Determine What Caused the Collapse
The broken gangway was removed from the dock and taken to what the Georgia Department of Natural Resources on Monday called a “secured facility.”
An investigative team with expertise in accident reconstruction and engineering was assigned to determine what caused the collapse that Rabon, the Natural Resources commissioner, referred to Sunday as a “catastrophic failure.”
Rabon’s agency operates the Sapelo Island ferries and dock, which was rebuilt in 2021. The agency said the gangway was last inspected in December 2023 with no concerns identified.
Rabon told reporters about 40 people were standing on the gangway waiting to board a ferry when it collapsed in the middle.
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‘Central Park Five’ Sue Trump Over Debate Remarks
The lawsuit accuses former President Donald Trump of defamation based on the comments he made at a recent presidential debate.
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[image: ‘Central Park Five’ Sue Trump Over Debate Remarks]Activist from “The Central Park Five,” Korey Wise (C), speaks on stage alongside (L-R) activist Kevin Richardson, New York City Council Member Dr. Yusef Salaam, and activist Raymond Santana, accompanied by Rev. Al Sharpton (2nd-R), on the last day of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 22, 2024. Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times




By Zachary Stieber
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




Five men cleared of rape charges sued former President Donald Trump on Oct. 21, arguing he defamed them with comments he made at a recent presidential debate.
Trump said during the September debate with Vice President Kamala Harris that the so-called Central Park Five “pled guilty” and that they “badly hurt a person” and “killed a person, ultimately.”
The new suit, filed in federal court in Pennsylvania, states that those remarks are defamatory because the five men were never accused of nor convicted of killing anyone.
The plaintiffs say Trump made the comments negligently, either with the knowledge that they were false or with reckless disregard as to their falsity.
“Defendant Trump’s conduct at the September 10 debate was extreme and outrageous, and it was intended to cause severe emotional distress to Plaintiffs,” the suit states.
Juries in 1990 convicted Yusef Salaam, Raymond Santana, Kevin Richardson, Antron Brown, and Korey Wise of rape and other charges. They had pleaded not guilty, after they admitted to participating in a night of criminal activity, including assault and robbery, in Central Park on April 19, 1989.
Some of the then-teenagers said they had assaulted or sexually touched a jogger Trisha Meili and implicated others in raping her.
The five, two weeks after their confessions, had recanted their statements, saying that they were allegedly coerced by police into giving false confessions in the case.
Matias Reyes, a convicted rapist, a decade later confessed to raping Meili on the evening of April 19. Investigators confirmed the details offered by Reyes. Prosecutors told a state court the convictions against the five males should be vacated, because their confessions linking the five to related crimes were obtained under duress after hours of questioning and without the presence of their guardians or legal counsel.
A judge in 2002 vacated the five men’s convictions based on the newly discovered evidence.
A New York Police Department report later concluded that while DNA and other evidence supported Reyes’s story, there was “nothing but his uncorroborated word that he did so alone.” It said that the men “more likely than not” took part in Reyes’s assault of Meili.
“The new DNA evidence ... does not assist in determining whether the defendants were present during the attack on the jogger,” it said.
Trump, who paid for an advertisement in 1989 calling for the five to be put to death, was responding during the debate after Harris highlighted his involvement with the case.
“This is the same individual who took out a full-page ad in The New York Times calling for the execution of five young Black and Latino boys who were innocent, the Central Park Five,” she said.
Trump then offered his response and said that Harris “has to stretch back years, 40, 50 years ago because there’s nothing now.”
In 2019, when asked if he would apologize to the five men, Trump told reporters that “They admitted their guilt.”
Steven Cheung, a spokesman for Trump’s campaign, told news outlets that the filing “is just another frivolous election interference lawsuit filed by desperate left-wing activists in an attempt to distract the American people from Kamala Harris’s dangerously liberal agenda and failing campaign.”
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SoCal Police Alerted to Fliers Offering ‘Pretty Girls’ Discover Alleged Brothel in Neighborhood Home
Two men are arrested in Irvine and face sex trafficking charges.
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: SoCal Police Alerted to Fliers Offering ‘Pretty Girls’ Discover Alleged Brothel in Neighborhood Home]Irvine police detectives arrest one of two men suspected of running a brothel on Oct. 16. Irvine Police Department




By Jill McLaughlin
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




Two Southern California men were arrested after investigators uncovered a brothel operating in an Irvine neighborhood, police reported on Oct. 18.
The officers were investigating suspicious activity at a home in Cypress Village, about 40 miles south of Los Angeles, after someone reported finding fliers on nearby cars advertising prostitution.
The fliers advertised “pretty Asian and Latina girls” who were available for “sexy time,” and included a phone number and address of the house, Irvine police Sgt. Karie Davies told The Epoch Times.
“Officers went out and noticed some suspicious activity at the house and then they were able to get a search warrant,” Davies said.
Investigators said they uncovered what appeared to be a sex trafficking operation.
Qiyin Jiaqiyin, 51, of Irvine, and Xiaoming Ding, 36, of Whittier were arrested and booked into the Orange County Jail. The two men face sex trafficking charges with an enhancement that increased bail for each to $500,000.
They remained in custody as of Saturday, Davies said.
“Thank you to the witness who reported this suspicious activity to us,” the police department wrote on an Instagram post.
Three adult victims found at the house were offered assistance and released at the scene, Davies said.
Other California law enforcement agencies have also made sex trafficking arrests this year.
[image: A man is arrested in Irvine, Calif., on Oct. 16 after fliers were found on neighborhood cars advertising prostitution. (Irvine Police Department)]A man is arrested in Irvine, Calif., on Oct. 16 after fliers were found on neighborhood cars advertising prostitution. Irvine Police Department



Federal, state, and local authorities are joining forces to combat human trafficking in the Figueroa Corridor of South Los Angeles, an area known for prostitution, they announced last month.
Also last month, Sacramento County authorities arrested 122 people and rescued two juveniles during a two-day sex trafficking operation.
The suspects faced charges related to prostitution, solicitation, and trafficking.
Sheriff Jim Cooper praised “Operation FAFO (fool around and find out),” saying the department would continue to target human traffickers.
“This sting sends a clear message to those involved in the illegal sex trade: We are committed to protecting our community from exploitation, especially our most vulnerable,” Cooper said in a September statement.
Prostitution and solicitation are misdemeanors in California.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/socal-police-alerted-to-fliers-offering-pretty-girls-discover-alleged-brothel-in-neighborhood-home-5745409



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


USUS Politics2024 Elections

Democrats Lead Republicans in Fundraising for 2nd Month in a Row
The Democrats’ September haul of donations almost doubles the amount the Republicans raised.
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[image: Democrats Lead Republicans in Fundraising for 2nd Month in a Row]The U.S. Capitol building in Washington on Oct. 7, 2024. Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times




By Austin Alonzo
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




The Democratic Party raised far more money than the Republican Party in September, according to new financial disclosures.
On Oct. 20, the committees backing the federal campaigns of the United States’ major political parties disclosed their September fundraising.
The Federal Election Commission (FEC) filings show that the main Democratic bodies collectively raised about $157.1 million during the month, while the main Republican committees raised about $87.4 million.
September was the penultimate month of campaigning for federal elections that would determine the balance of power on Capitol Hill and which party’s candidate would take the White House.
At the top of the ticket, former President Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris faced off in Philadelphia at their only debate of the cycle. The television event, broadcast by ABC News, quizzed both candidates on domestic and foreign policy.
Meanwhile, the GOP and the Democrats focused their efforts on a handful of Senate races that could flip control of the upper chamber.
Voters will head to the polls on Nov. 5. The FEC requires all candidates and committees to issue a final pre-election report on Oct. 24.
According to the FEC, the Democratic National Committee (DNC) raised about $98.7 million in September and spent about $102.1 million. The DNC entered October with about $46.6 million in cash on hand.
In the same month, the Republican National Committee (RNC) brought in about $37.8 million and spent about $47.4 million. The committee closed September with about $69.7 million in cash on hand.
September marked the second straight month the DNC had outpaced the RNC in fundraising.
According to previous disclosures, the DNC brought in about $68.7 million in August while spending $84.5 million. The DNC began September with about $50 million in cash on hand.
The RNC, on the other hand, raised about $40.4 million in August, used about $60.2 million, and started September with about $79.3 million in cash on hand.
In Congress, both the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee (DSCC) and the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC) held more cash on hand at the end of September than their Republican Party rivals.
The congressional committees exist primarily to raise money and donate to the campaigns of candidates running for seats in the House or Senate.
At the end of September, the National Republican Senate Committee (NRSC) held about $21.1 million, and the National Republican Congressional Committee (NRCC) held about $48.9 million. The NRSC collected about $30.7 million and disbursed about $53.2 million. The NRCC took in about $18.8 million and sent out about $40.7 million.
The DSCC closed September with about $37.4 million in cash on hand, while the DCCC ended the month with about $49.9 million.
The DSCC raised $28.1 million during the month and spent about $37.6 million. The DCCC earned about $30.3 million in contributions while using about $67.7 million.
In the 118th Congress, Republicans remain the majority party in the House despite some departures.
In the Senate, Republicans hold 49 of the 100 seats, Democrats have 47, and four independents caucus with the Democrats.
All 435 House seats and one-third of the Senate seats are up for election in November.
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Brush Fire Response Turns Tragic When Fire Truck Drives Over Two at Homeless Encampment
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: Brush Fire Response Turns Tragic When Fire Truck Drives Over Two at Homeless Encampment]A West Sacramento Fire Department engine drives in a file photo. West Sacramento Fire Department




By Sophie Li
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




A fire engine ran over two people in West Sacramento on Oct. 18, killing one person and injuring another, authorities said.
The fire engine was responding to a report of a brush fire at a homeless encampment near railroad tracks on the 500 block of Jefferson Boulevard around 11 a.m. when it drove over a carpet on a dirt trail, West Sacramento Police Department spokesperson Taylor Nelson said in a statement to The Epoch Times on Oct. 21.
“As the brush rig accessed the scene, a firefighter ’spotter' was in front of the truck, to guide access through a debris-strewn area,” Nelson said in a statement.
Later, two people were discovered beneath the carpet. The incident resulted in the man’s death and left the woman with serious injuries, Nelson said.
The Yolo County Sheriff’s Office coroner removed the man’s body, and the woman is being treated at UC Davis Medical Center, where she is in stable condition.
The incident occurred as the National Weather Service warned that gusty winds in the area would make for critical fire weather conditions.
The identities of the deceased man and the injured woman had not been released as of Monday afternoon, pending family notification.
Jerry Delgada told KCRA 3 on Oct. 19 that his mother was the woman who was run over. Katie Petrina Mota has been homeless for about 15 years, he said.
“I want to know what happened. My family wants to know what happened,” Delgado said. “It was a tragic accident here. A life was taken, that’s as worse as it gets. And I haven’t heard back from anybody, I haven’t even heard from a doctor.”
Another person who visited the scene on Saturday told KCRA 3 that he knew both victims and had worked with the man at a recycling center.
He said he would pray for the injured woman to recover. “You know, I never expected for that to happen,” Juan José said.
The West Sacramento Fire Department personnel involved in the incident have been placed on paid administrative leave, Nelson said, in accordance with city administrative policy.
“We are grieved any time that an emergency response results in a death or injury of someone we are sworn to assist,” said Fire Chief Steve Binns in the statement. “We will fully cooperate with the [California Highway Patrol] to help determine exactly what happened.”
“We provide exceptional training and resources to our firefighters and will assist each firefighter who responded through this tragic situation, including with grief counseling,” he said.
Nelson said that the California Highway Patrol has taken over the investigation, and no further information is available at this time.
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[image: Teen in Custody After 5 Found Dead in Shooting at Home in Washington State: Police]Police arrive on the scene of a shooting in Fall City, Wash., on Oct. 21, 2024. Kevin Clark/The Seattle Times via AP




By The Associated Press
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




FALL CITY, WASH.—Law enforcement officials found five people killed in a shooting inside a home southeast of Seattle on Monday morning and took a teenager into custody, police said.
Several people called 911 around 5 a.m. to report a shooting in Fall City, Washington, King County Sheriff’s Office spokesperson Mike Mellis said at a media briefing Monday afternoon.
Arriving deputies immediately took one teen into custody while another teenager who had been hurt was taken to a Seattle hospital, Mellis said. Both teens live at the house, Mellis said.
Deputies entering the home found the bodies of five people, he said. Two were adults and three were described by Mellis as young teenagers. No names have been released yet.
“Once bodies were discovered, clearly we understand that this is a hugely significant crime scene,” he said.
Mellis said the shooting appears to involve members of a family, but added that they didn’t yet know how they were related. He also said there was no ongoing threat to the community.
“I have no reason to think that there will be any additional arrests,” he said.
The teen in custody was booked into King County’s juvenile detention facility, according to Mellis. The teen will appear in court for a first hearing on Tuesday or Wednesday, a spokesperson for the county Prosecuting Attorney’s Office said in an email.
A neighbor told KING-TV that a couple and their five children lived in the home.
“I’m just in total shock, I keep bursting into tears,” Lynne Trowern, told the news outlet.
Sheriff Patricia Cole-Tindall told KING-TV that she was “very sad, very disturbed” to learn about the shooting.
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Biltmore Estate Reopens for the Holidays After Closure Prompted by Hurricane Helene
The 8,000-acre property, a national historic landmark, suffered minimal storm damage.
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[image: Biltmore Estate Reopens for the Holidays After Closure Prompted by Hurricane Helene]The Vanderbilt family opened the doors of Biltmore House for the first time on Christmas Eve in 1895. Christmas at Biltmore displays more than 100 hand-decorated Christmas trees, 25,000 ornaments, 100,000 holiday lights, nearly 6,000 feet of garland, and 1,200 poinsettias throughout the house and estate. ExploreAsheville.com




By Matt McGregor
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




The Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North Carolina, announced it will be reopening for the holiday season in November after Hurricane Helene left a path of destruction throughout the western part of the state.
“Thanks to the incredible work of so many generous people, recovery is happening all around us,” the Biltmore Company said on its website. “Biltmore plans to reopen and celebrate the joy of the holiday season together during Christmas at Biltmore, beginning November 2.”
The Biltmore has witnessed community resilience for over 125 years, the company said.
“The compassion and resolve of our region have been rising every day from beneath the weight of this storm’s impact,” the company said.
Throughout its 8,000-acre property, the storm damage has been minimal to no damage.
The construction of the 250-room French chateau—commonly called America’s largest home—took place from 1889 to 1895 and is still owned by descendants of the Vanderbilts.
In 1963, the Biltmore Estate was designated a National Historic Landmark.
The House itself remained undamaged after Helene, a Category 4 hurricane, dropped 40 trillion gallons of water on multiple Southern states between Sept. 24 and 29, generating floodwaters that destroyed infrastructure throughout the mountain region.
As of Oct. 21, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services’ death count is at 95.
The company closed the estate due to minor storm damage and the absence of water and power. While closed, it has participated in recovery efforts within the Asheville community, including its employees.
“Western North Carolina has been our family’s home for more than 125 years, and we are devastated to see Helene’s impact on our region,” said Biltmore President and CEO, Bill Cecil in a statement. “We remain committed to supporting our employees and neighbors in the aftermath of this unprecedented storm and the long-term recovery efforts. Now more than ever, we must work together to stabilize and rebuild this community.”
The company donated $2 million through the newly established Biltmore Relief Fund for WNC, which it said was inspired by the philanthropic efforts of George and Edith Vanderbilt.
Those funds will be distributed to community organizations such as the Asheville Area Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Wheels of Asheville and Buncombe County, and the Mountain Strong Fund for Business Recovery.
“We are heartbroken for our friends, family, and neighbors across this region who have been devastated by this storm,” the company said. “To our first responders, utility workers, and community volunteers, we are deeply grateful for your endless compassion, care, and courage. We will all work together to recover from this unprecedented event.”
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Arizona County Official Accepts Plea Deal for Delaying Certification of 2022 Election
The plea on a misdemeanor charge will mean Cochise County Supervisor Peggy Judd avoids felony charges and retains her role.
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[image: Arizona County Official Accepts Plea Deal for Delaying Certification of 2022 Election]An elections worker scans mail in ballots at the Maricopa County Tabulation and Election Center in Phoenix, Ariz., on Nov. 7, 2022. Justin Sullivan/Getty Images




By Tom Ozimek
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




An Arizona county official has accepted a plea deal after being charged with delaying certification of the 2022 midterm election in Cochise County, in which she cited concerns over election integrity.
Cochise County Supervisor Peggy Judd entered into the agreement on Oct. 21, pleading guilty to a class 3 misdemeanor of refusing to perform the duty of an election officer, allowing her to avoid a felony that she and another supervisor were charged with last year over their decision to delay certifying the vote in the Nov. 8, 2022, general election past the statutory deadline.
Under the plea deal, Judd will be sentenced to unsupervised probation for 90 days and must pay a $500 fine, according to Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes.
“Any attempt to interfere with elections in Arizona will not be tolerated,” Mayes said in a statement. “Today’s plea agreement and sentencing should serve as a strong reminder that I will not hesitate to use every tool available to uphold the rule of law and protect the integrity of Arizona’s elections.”
Judd and fellow Cochise County Supervisor Tom Crosby, both Republicans, voted against certifying the county’s vote canvass ahead of the Nov. 28, 2022 certification deadline set by state law.
At a meeting of the Cochise County Board of Supervisors, during which Judd voted against certifying the results, she cited distrust in the election’s voting machines, along with the lack of a hand recount. Prior to the midterm election, both Judd and Crosby voted for the hand count but their efforts were blocked by a court in response to a legal challenge.
Katie Hobbs, who at the time was serving as the Arizona Secretary of State and has since been elected Attorney General, sued Cochise County over the lack of timely certification.
Hobbs alleged that, under Arizona law, the board was “required to meet and canvass the election by November 28th—but the Board has failed to take this required action,” arguing that the board’s inaction threatened to “potentially disenfranchise the [tens of thousands of] voters of Cochise County.”
Ultimately, a state judge ruled from the bench on Dec. 1, 2022, that it was unlawful for the board not to certify the election results.
Pima County Superior Court Judge Casey McGinley found that state law is clear that the board has no statutory authority to reject the results of an election and has a nondiscretionary duty to canvass the votes. The only scenario under which the board can delay the canvass beyond the deadline is if any of the results are missing.
The judge’s decision prompted an emergency meeting, at which the county board, including Judd, voted to certify the results in compliance with the order, with Crosby absent that day.
The indictment against Judd and Crosby alleges that, between Oct. 11, 2022, and Dec. 1, 2022, the two conspired to delay the canvass of votes cast in Cochise County during the midterm election—a felony charge. It further alleges that from Nov. 14 to Nov. 28, 2022, the pair knowingly interfered with election officers’ duties, preventing the timely transmission of the county’s election results to Hobbs’s office, also a felony charge.
Crosby, who has pleaded not guilty, still faces the two felony counts.
Judd’s plea deal allows her to avoid the felony charges and retain her right to vote—along with her seat on the Cochise County Board of Supervisors.
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Assassinations Targeting CCP Officials Highlight Rising Tensions in China, Experts Say [Tue, 22 Oct 05:00]Paramilitary police officers patrol Tiananmen Square outside the Forbidden City, which was the Chinese imperial palace from the mid-Ming Dynasty to the end of the Qing Dynasty, in Beijing on May 18, 2011. (Feng Li/Getty Images)



	
China Cuts Key Lending Rates to Boost Struggling Economy [Mon, 21 Oct 23:59]A teller counts yuan banknotes at a bank in Lianyungang, in Jiangsu Province, China on Aug. 11, 2015. (STR/AFP/Getty Images)



	
Harvard Punishes Anti-CCP Students; BMW Recalls Almost 700,000 Cars in China [Mon, 21 Oct 20:11]Harvard Punishes Anti-CCP Students; BMW Recalls Almost 700,000 Cars in China



	
Australia to Buy $7 Billion Worth of US Missiles [Mon, 21 Oct 19:31]HMAS Sydney fires Royal Australian Navys first Standard Missile 6 (SM-6) during Exercise Pacific Dragon 2024. (Daniel Goodman/Australian Department of Defence)



	
India, China Reach Border Patrol Deal Ahead of BRICS Summit [Mon, 21 Oct 17:56]Indian army soldiers walk along a road near Zojila mountain pass that connects Srinagar to the union territory of Ladakh, bordering China, on Feb. 28, 2021. (Tauseef Mustafa/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Justice Department Proposes Rules to Block Data Transfers to China, Russia, Iran [Mon, 21 Oct 17:53]The Department of Justice (DOJ) in Washington on Aug. 12, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)



	
Chinese Drone Maker DJI Sues Pentagon Over Military Designation [Mon, 21 Oct 11:58]A drone in flight at a DJI store in Shenzhen, southern Guangdong Province, China, on July 12, 2022. (Jade Gao/AFP via Getty Images)



	
China Is Conducting ‘Problematic’ Research in Arctic, US Lawmakers Warn [Mon, 21 Oct 11:45]Rep. John Moolenaar (R-Mich.) speaks during the China Forum in Washington on Sept. 25, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)



	
US, Canada Navies Sail Through Taiwan Strait After China War Games Encircled Taiwan [Mon, 21 Oct 10:33]A ship sails in the Taiwan Strait between the coast of Pingtan island (foreground), the closest point to Taiwan, and another island in China's southeast Fujian Province on April 7, 2023. (Greg Baker/AFP via Getty Images)



	
House Committee Chairs Criticize Harvard Over Handling of Anti-CCP Protest Incident [Mon, 21 Oct 08:54]Students and activists protest against the Chinese communist regime's human rights abuses during a visit by the Chinese ambassador at Harvard Kennedy School in Cambridge, Mass., on April 20, 2024. (Learner Liu/The Epoch Times)







| Next section | Main menu | Previous section |





| Next | Section menu | Main menu | 


China NewsSocial Issues

Assassinations Targeting CCP Officials Highlight Rising Tensions in China, Experts Say
Experts say these cases could be rooted in a combination of widespread discontent, economic hardship, and political repression.
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[image: Assassinations Targeting CCP Officials Highlight Rising Tensions in China, Experts Say]Paramilitary police officers patrol Tiananmen Square outside the Forbidden City, which was the Chinese imperial palace from the mid-Ming Dynasty to the end of the Qing Dynasty, in Beijing on May 18, 2011. Feng Li/Getty Images




By Michael Zhuang and Shawn Lin
10/22/2024Updated: 10/22/2024




News Analysis
A wave of targeted killings against provincial and municipal officials has gripped China, with at least six prominent cases occurring in the past three months. These incidents have drawn attention to the growing social unrest and frustrations among the Chinese public amid economic hardship and political repression, China observers say.
Lai Jianping, a former Beijing lawyer and chairman of the Federation for a Democratic China in Canada, says the violence against Chinese officials is part of a broader pattern of resistance to an increasingly oppressive regime. He warns that Beijing’s efforts to maintain control through force could create a dangerous situation.A Series of Murders
Conflicts among Chinese officials have been on the rise.
On Oct. 1, a deputy leader of the local SWAT unit killed the mayor of Shaoyang City in Hunan Province and committed suicide afterward. The murderer was a celebrated police officer who had won several awards.
While official information remains scarce due to a media blackout imposed by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), independent Chinese TV producer Li Jun recently told The Epoch Times that Chinese online discussions suggest the SWAT leader’s motives included career frustration and personal conflicts.
Another high-profile case was the murder of Liu Wenjie, head of the Department of Finance of Hunan Province in southern China. In mid-September, Liu, 58, fought with one of the suspects before falling from her balcony on the 13th floor.
Although the police denied any prior connection between Liu and the two suspects, Chinese media reported that the suspects were acquainted with Liu through work. Both suspects died on the same day, according to the police report. One fell from the balcony with Liu and the other fell accidentally while attempting to flee from the balcony.
In August, a chairman of a local bank in Hebei Province was stabbed to death in his office by a former employee, and a local judge in Henan Province was killed by an unsatisfied litigant over a court ruling.
In mid-July, a deputy mayor of Xianyang in China’s northwestern Shaanxi Province was murdered alongside his immediate family. While the local police were tight-lipped about the details, an unusual 48-day delay in issuing a wanted notice for the suspects fueled speculation that this was more than a simple robbery. Zhao Lanjian, a U.S.-based former Chinese journalist, also reported that the victim was the deputy mayor.
There has also been a recent rise in whistleblowing within China’s legal and law enforcement sectors, with many officials openly accusing colleagues of corruption and abuse of power.Driving Forces Behind China’s Social Unrest
China observers have linked the rise in killings to increasing social unrest in China.
According to Lai, the growing violence against CCP officials indicates deeper, systemic problems.
“For years, ordinary Chinese people have turned on each other out of frustration, but now the anger is directed toward [CCP] officials,” Lai recently told The Epoch Times.
“The political repression and economic decline have constrained people’s living conditions, leaving many with no outlet for their grievances except violent retaliation against the very system that oppresses them.”
China’s economic woes have exacerbated tensions. Job losses, debt crises, and the deteriorating social safety net have further pushed many to the brink.
Chen Weijian, a New Zealand-based Chinese dissident and editor of the Beijing Springs magazine, wrote in a recent article that the economic downturn has made life unsustainable for many in China.
He said that most of these individuals find themselves at a dead end with no hope in sight; they suffer from mental health issues and receive no support for their welfare and well-being from society. As a result, Chen said, some choose to end their lives, while others resort to retaliating against society.
One such example was An Yaohong, a long-time state employee in Shanxi Province. His financial hardship and the CCP’s bureaucratic indifference proved devastating for him. An, whose home was demolished during a state-led property seizure, saw his life spiral into chaos after receiving no compensation for his loss. Eventually, in June, An retaliated by stabbing the CCP official overseeing the demolition.
In China, under communism, all land is owned by the state. When Chinese citizens buy a home, they only own the building. Over the years, this has resulted in millions of Chinese losing their homes through forced demolitions and forced relocations of villages and even entire towns when local governments decided to reclaim the land for more profitable use.
“The economic crisis has intensified the political crisis,” Lai said. “If economic conditions were better, some of the social and political pressures could be temporarily masked, but with the economy in decline, people are desperate.”
Chinese dissident and pro-democracy activist Wang Dan said in his recent Chinese language YouTube channel that under the CCP, the lack of rule of law has made it incredibly difficult for average citizens to seek justice and remedy wrongs. He said that most of those violent acts were committed by people at the bottom of Chinese society who have suffered from the authorities’ institutionalized abuses of power for a very long time.
Wang said that the problem in Chinese society is due to the CCP’s oppressive rule and that such cases of violent retaliation may only increase in the future.
“This [violent revenge] is not being encouraged in a society that is ruled by law,” Wang said. “But we need to emphasize that China is not a country ruled by law.”
Ning Xing contributed to this report.
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China Cuts Key Lending Rates to Boost Struggling Economy
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: China Cuts Key Lending Rates to Boost Struggling Economy]A teller counts yuan banknotes at a bank in Lianyungang, in Jiangsu Province, China on Aug. 11, 2015. STR/AFP/Getty Images




By Reuters
10/21/2024Updated: 10/22/2024




SHANGHAI/SINGAPORE—China cut benchmark lending rates as anticipated at the monthly fixing on Monday, following reductions to other policy rates last month as part of a package of stimulus measures to revive the economy.
The one-year loan prime rate (LPR) was lowered by 25 basis points to 3.10 percent from 3.35 percent, while the five-year LPR was cut by the same margin to 3.6 percent from 3.85 percent previously.
The lending rates were last cut in July.
People’s Bank of China (PBOC) Governor Pan Gongsheng told a financial forum last week lending rates will decrease by 20 to 25 basis points on Oct. 21.
The PBOC announced cuts to banks’ reserve requirement ratio by 50 basis points and the benchmark seven-day reverse repo rate by 20 basis points on Sept. 24, kicking off the most aggressive stimulus since the pandemic that include measures to support the ailing property sector and boost consumption.
It also cut the medium-term lending facility rate by 30 basis points last month.
Most new and outstanding loans in China are based on the one-year LPR, while the five-year rate influences the pricing of mortgages.
Since the Sept. 24 measures, the CSI300 Index has broken records for daily moves and is up more than 14 percent overall. The yuan is down 1 percent against the dollar in that period.
Stocks have wobbled in recent sessions, though, as initial enthusiasm gave way to concerns about whether policy support would be big enough to revive growth.
Data on Friday showed China’s economic growth was slightly better than expected in the third quarter, although property investment fell more than 10 percent in the first nine months of the year. Retail sales and industrial production picked up in September.
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Two House committees are condemning Harvard for its recent probation decision. The school decided to punish several student protesters who spoke out against China’s human rights violations on their own campus, but not the man who shoved one of them during the incident.

Another American law firm is shrinking its China operations...
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Australia to Buy $7 Billion Worth of US Missiles
The Defence Strategic Review released last year warned Australia was not prepared for warfare in the ’missile age.’
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[image: Australia to Buy $7 Billion Worth of US Missiles]HMAS Sydney fires Royal Australian Navys first Standard Missile 6 (SM-6) during Exercise Pacific Dragon 2024. Daniel Goodman/Australian Department of Defence



By Rex Widerstrom
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) is to acquire $7 billion (US$4.7 billion) worth of medium- and long-range missiles from the United States, which will be “progressively deployed” across the Navy’s Hobart-class destroyers, Defence Industry Minister Pat Conroy has announced.
They'll also be used on the Hunter-class frigates, which will enter service in the early 2030s.
“We live in the greatest arms race in our region since 1945, with a high degree of strategic uncertainty,” he said. “You just have to look at the lessons from the Ukraine conflict to understand the importance of air defence and the ability to defend against missile threats.”
He described the Standard Missile 2 Block IIIC (SM-2 IIIC) and Standard Missile-6 (SM-6) as the “most advanced air defence missiles in the world.”
The deal had been expected for several years after Australia became the first country outside the United States to fire an SM-6 during an exercise near Hawaii in August.
The SM-2 has a range of 166 kilometres (103 miles), while the SM-6 is primarily intended to be an extended-range air-defence missile with a range of 370 kilometres, but it can also protect against ballistic missiles or hit a surface target. Both are made by U.S. weapons producer RTX, formerly known as Raytheon.
The U.S. Navy fired SM-2 missiles to intercept anti-ship missiles and drones in the Red Sea in early 2024, to defend against attacks by Houthi rebels targeting commercial vessels transiting the waterway. Australia has operated earlier SM-2 model missiles since at least 2010.Defence Review Warning
The purchase follows last year’s Defence Strategic Review, which warned modern warfare had “radically reduced” the benefits of Australia’s geographic position and that warfare was entering the “missile age.”
“We live in an age where lots of countries in our region are investing in anti-ship missiles and investing in aircraft to deliver them, so these missiles are designed to defeat that,” Conroy said.
“So either by destroying and attacking aircraft, or if they’re successful in launching a missile, destroying that missile in flight.”
Defence Minister Richard Marles said the missiles “will enable our Navy to strike maritime, land and air targets at long-range, and provide a terminal ballistic missile defence capability, boosting the capacity for the ADF to safeguard Australians and their interests.”
The $7 billion missile purchase is part of nearly $30 billion, which will be spent on international “off the shelf” acquisitions. They will be procured under a Foreign Military Sales (FMS) agreement, meaning Australia is entering into a contract with the U.S. government rather than the manufacturer.
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India, China Reach Border Patrol Deal Ahead of BRICS Summit
The ongoing Sino-India border dispute directly impacts the efforts by Xi and Putin to create a new world order, some analysts say.
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[image: India, China Reach Border Patrol Deal Ahead of BRICS Summit]Indian army soldiers walk along a road near Zojila mountain pass that connects Srinagar to the union territory of Ladakh, bordering China, on Feb. 28, 2021. Tauseef Mustafa/AFP via Getty Images
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10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




New Delhi and Beijing have reached an agreement on patrolling the contested border in the remote Himalayan region, India’s top diplomat said on Monday.
Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri announced the new agreement during a special press conference on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s upcoming trip to the BRICS summit.
Misri said Indian and Chinese diplomatic and military representatives engaged in numerous dialogues over the past few weeks.
“As a result of these discussions, an agreement has been arrived at on patrolling arrangements along the Line of Actual Control in the India–China border areas, leading to disengagement and a resolution of the issues that had arisen in these areas in 2020,” Misri told reporters, without offering further details.
At the time of publication, there has been no comment from Beijing regarding Misri’s announcement.
The border dispute between India and China has persisted for more than half a century, with tensions flaring into armed conflict in 1962 when Mao Zedong, the founding leader of the Chinese communist regime, annexed Indian territory and built a highway known as G219.
Tensions escalated significantly four years ago when clashes erupted in eastern Ladakh along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), resulting in the deaths of at least 20 Indian soldiers. The Chinese regime has not provided official figures regarding their own casualties.
Despite nearly two dozen rounds of military commander talks and other high-level engagements aimed at easing tensions, both sides have fortified their footprint along the 2,100-mile-long contested border with little sign of abatement.
China, in particular, has built civilian and military infrastructure along the hotly disputed borderline.
In 2021, Beijing adopted a new law to specify how it governs the land border it shares with India and 13 other neighboring countries. The law stipulates that Beijing shall take effective measures to “resolutely defend territorial sovereignty and land border security,” triggering concerns in New Delhi.BRICS Summit
The new agreement was announced as Modi is heading to the Russian city of Kazan, where he will join the BRICS leaders from emerging economies, including Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Modi is widely expected to have a face-to-face meeting with Chinese Communist Party (CCP) leader Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the BRICS summit, although Beijing and New Delhi have not confirmed this plan.
Speaking about Modi’s schedule on Monday, Misri wouldn’t comment on whether the Indian prime minister will meet with Xi.
“There are a number of requests for bilateral meetings. And we will update you on the bilaterals as they evolve, as soon as feasible,” Misri said.
During last year’s BRICS summit in South Africa’s Johannesburg, the leaders of the two nuclear-armed neighbors held talks in which Modi highlighted his concerns about border issues along the LAC, according to India’s foreign secretary.
According to the Chinese account of the meeting, Xi told Modi that the two sides should “bear in mind the overall interests of their bilateral relations and handle properly the border issue so as to jointly safeguard peace and tranquility in the border region.”
Some analysts have pointed out that the India–China dispute could impact the CCP leader’s ambition to challenge the West and create a new world order with Putin’s help.
“Beijing understands that the ongoing China–India border conflict directly affects the efforts of Mr. Putin and Mr. Xi to build a new world order,” said Zhang Junhua, a senior researcher at the Brussel-based European Institute for Asian Studies, in a report published on GIS on Monday.
“Due to tensions from an aggressive, expansionist China, India, while still maintaining military neutrality and friendship with Moscow, has been moving closer to Western nations” through its security cooperation with the United States, Australia, and Japan via a regional partnership known as the QUAD.
India and China are among the founding members of the BRICS group, named after the initial letters of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa. This year, the group expanded to include Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Ethiopia, and the United Arab Emirates.
The upcoming BRICS summit, set to commence on Tuesday, will gather leaders from 22 countries, along with United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, Moscow confirmed on Monday.
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Justice Department Proposes Rules to Block Data Transfers to China, Russia, Iran
The Justice Department is proposing new rules that would limit the ability of adversarial nations to purchase Americans’ bulk data.
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[image: Justice Department Proposes Rules to Block Data Transfers to China, Russia, Iran]The Department of Justice (DOJ) in Washington on Aug. 12, 2024. Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times
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The Justice Department is proposing new rules that would limit the ability of adversarial nations to purchase Americans’ bulk data.
The notice of proposed rulemaking, announced on Oct. 21, would attempt to throttle the amount of information sent by data brokers to six covered nations by placing new limits on certain business transactions regarding Americans’ data.
The six nations that are targeted include China, Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Russia, and Venezuela.
The proposal was precipitated in February when President Joe Biden signed an executive order directing the department to create new regulations that would prevent hostile countries from purchasing the sensitive data of U.S. residents through legal means.
The proposed regulations would, therefore, limit the sale of sensitive personal data—including genomic, biometric, personal health, geolocation, and financial information—of U.S. residents.
As currently written, the rules would prohibit “any U.S. person from knowingly engaging in a covered data transaction involving data brokerage with a country of concern or a covered person.”
Whether that language holds or is watered down remains to be seen, however. International data brokerage is a lucrative field of business, and the rules are likely to be the target of intense lobbying.
To that end, the notice outlines that the United States is “widely perceived to be the largest data-brokerage market in the world.”
Among the largest data brokerages in the world are U.S.-based Oracle America, Equifax, and Experian, which boast combined U.S. revenues of more than $61 billion, according to the notice.
Such corporations often have access to deep stores of sensitive personal information that could easily be used by a foreign adversary to target individual Americans for influence operations or worse.
The document highlights the findings of one group of researchers from Notre Dame, who “were offered access to thousands of records of military personnel and military veterans’ data containing names, addresses, emails, phone numbers, military agency or branch, medical ailments, political affiliations, religion, gender, age, income, credit rating, and even details on children in the household.”
“Data brokers often collect data regarding, for example, where the average person goes, where they shop, and what they search for online,” the document adds.
The proposed rules are the latest in a year-long struggle between Washington and Beijing over the unstemmed flow of data from the United States to China.
Whereas Chinese corporations and governments benefit immeasurably from the data gleaned from Americans, Beijing has nationalized data as a strategic resource and implemented rules mandating that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) have the final say over any and all data that could be exported.
Monday’s proposal for the first time gave more specific details about the types and amounts of data that cannot be transferred, including human genomic data on more than 100 Americans or personal health or financial data on more than 10,000 people.
The proposal would also bar the transfer of precise geolocation data on more than 1,000 U.S. devices at a time.
The rule would allow the Justice Department to enforce compliance both through criminal and civil penalties.
That means that Chinese companies or those owned by Chinese parent companies, such as social media giant TikTok, could run afoul of the proposal if they transfer sensitive data from U.S. users to a Chinese parent company.
Reuters contributed to this report.
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Chinese Drone Maker DJI Sues Pentagon Over Military Designation
The lawsuits follow several legal challenges brought by Chinese tech industry leaders accused of contributing to the CCP’s military-civil fusion strategy.
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[image: Chinese Drone Maker DJI Sues Pentagon Over Military Designation]A drone in flight at a DJI store in Shenzhen, southern Guangdong Province, China, on July 12, 2022. Jade Gao/AFP via Getty Images
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Chinese drone giant DJI sued the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) on Oct. 18 for including the company in the department’s list of Chinese military companies.
DJI, which makes up more than half of the U.S. commercial drone market, said it’s “neither owned nor controlled by the Chinese military.”
The company also said it’s not a contributor to China’s military-civil fusion strategy or its military modernization.
The China-based company argued that the DOD’s designation is “arbitrary and capricious” and asked a district court in Washington to order its deletion from the list.
In 2021, Congress passed legislation requiring the Pentagon to compile a list of Chinese military companies operating in the United States.
DJI was added to the list in October 2022. According to the DJI complaint, the Pentagon renewed the designation in January this year despite the company’s 16-month effort seeking removal from the list.
The drone maker said the designation has “caused significant and ongoing harm,” reflected in canceled contracts and “pervasive stigmatization” of the company and its employees.
The DOD did not respond to The Epoch Times’ request for comment by publication time.
DJI’s affordable and powerful products are popular in the United States among hobbyists and in sectors including agriculture and search and rescue.
The company has also been flagged by some U.S. government agencies—including Homeland Security, the Pentagon, the FBI, and the Treasury— as a national security risk and an alleged contributor to the Chinese communist regime’s human rights abuses in Xinjiang.
DJI has denied all allegations, saying users can control how their data are handled and that the company doesn’t control how its off-the-shelf commercial products are used by customers.
DJI’s legal challenge against the DOD’s listing follows some similar cases, including those brought by Chinese lidar maker Hesai in May and Chinese chipmaking tool manufacturer Advanced Micro-Fabrication Equipment (AMEC) in August.
Hesai, whose customers include robotaxi companies such as General Motors’ Cruise and Amazon’s Zoox, occupies more than a third of the global lidar market and almost three-quarters of the robotic cars market.
AMEC has played a key role in Beijing’s push for supply chain independence in China’s semiconductor industry. Its clients include major chip foundries, such as Semiconductor Manufacturing International Corp.
Last week, the DOD told a district court in Washington that the department delisted Hesai as a Chinese military company but relisted the firm “on a new record based on the latest information available.”
In 2021, Chinese phone maker Xiaomi and big data company Luokung Technology Corp successfully challenged their inclusion on the DOD’s Communist Chinese Military Companies (CCMC) list.
The CCMC list has since been superseded by a wider-ranging Chinese Military-Industrial Complex Companies list, and the Treasury has replaced the DOD as the primary authority to manage the list.
According to the U.S. Department of State, the Chinese communist regime’s military-civil fusion strategy eliminates “barriers between China’s civilian research, and commercial sectors and its military and defense industrial sectors.”
Besides tapping into China’s pool of talent, the department said the CCP is also acquiring foreign technologies via a range of legal and illicit means, including investment, research collaboration, espionage, and theft.
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China Is Conducting ‘Problematic’ Research in Arctic, US Lawmakers Warn
China’s research activities in the Arctic ’may carry significant security implications’ for the United States, U.S. lawmakers said.
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[image: China Is Conducting ‘Problematic’ Research in Arctic, US Lawmakers Warn]Rep. John Moolenaar (R-Mich.) speaks during the China Forum in Washington on Sept. 25, 2024. Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times
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The House China panel has called on the State Department and the Pentagon to take stronger action to address “problematic” Chinese research in the Arctic that could be used for both civilian and military applications, saying that these activities may pose significant security risks to the United States and its NATO allies.
The House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) outlined its concerns in an Oct. 16. letter addressed to Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin and Secretary of State Antony Blinken.
“In recent years, the PRC has increased its effort to seek access to and exert influence in the Arctic, including expanding dual civil-military research efforts in the region,” Reps. John Moolenaar (R-Mich.) and Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), chairman and ranking Democrat member of the panel, respectively, wrote in a letter, using the acronym of communist China’s official name, the People’s Republic of China.
“The Arctic is critical to U.S. national security interests and the defense of our homeland, and we must work with our allies to preserve our defense treaty commitments.”
The lawmakers pointed out that China’s “access to the Arctic for satellite communication ground stations and scientific research greatly expands the operational effectiveness of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) and furthers the PRC’s global ambitions.”
The bipartisan panel wants to know, among other things, how the U.S. government evaluates the threats posed by Chinese research involvement in the Arctic, especially “in terms of missile defense, submarine detection, and satellite tracking capabilities.”
The lawmakers requested a response by Nov. 15.
China has teamed up with Russia to expand its military and coast guard presence in the Arctic region, which harbors an estimated 13 percent of the planet’s undiscovered oil and 30 percent of its undiscovered natural gas reserves, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.
Earlier this month, China announced that its coast guard vessels had ventured into the Arctic Ocean for the first time, conducting patrols alongside Russian ships in waters where the CCP had long sought to exert its influence.
Despite being 900 miles away from the Arctic Circle, China has declared itself a “near-Arctic” state and has added the “Polar Silk Road” to its Belt and Road Initiative, a multibillion-dollar project aimed at bolstering Beijing’s geopolitical sway by building ports, railways, and other infrastructure worldwide.China’s Research Stations in NATO Allies
Norway’s Svalbard archipelago is a crucial location for the CCP’s Arctic ambitions, the lawmakers pointed out in the letter.
The first Chinese research station, the Arctic Yellow River Station, was established in Svalbard in 2004. Among the organizations operating at the station is the China Research Institute of Radiowave Propagation (CRIRP), a unit of China Electronics Technology Group Corp., which the Pentagon designated as a military-controlled company.
The lawmakers said that some CRIRP projects in Svalbard, as registered at the Norwegian government’s Research in Svalbard portal, could have “significant military uses.”
“CRIRP replicated these projects in its research collocation with PLA units, enhancing the PRC’s military capabilities, particularly in areas such as missile guidance, over-the-horizon radar detection, satellite communications, space object tracking, early warning systems, electronic warfare, submarine detection, and strategic communication and control in polar regions,” LJ Eads, who founded the Data Abyss, an open-source intelligence platform funded by the Pentagon, was quoted as saying in the letter.
In addition to Norway, China also operates research centers in another NATO member state, Iceland.
The China–Iceland Arctic Science Observatory (CIAO) was formally established in 2018, but according to lawmakers, data collection began in 2013, a year after the Polar Research Institute of China and the University of Iceland signed an agreement to establish CIAO.
According to the letter, data collected by CIAO have never been made publicly available despite assurances of open access.
The lawmakers expressed concern that China could use this data to improve the “accuracy of its radar systems that detect submarines, ships, and aircraft across long distances, thereby improving military surveillance and target tracking.”
The letter cited a 2021 research paper, stating that the riometer and antenna system deployed at CIAO “covers a large area in the Denmark Strait.”
Gregory Falco, a professor of systems engineering at Cornell University, told the House panel that this system can monitor the strategic submarine traffic of the U.S. and NATO through the GIUK Gap, the naval choke point encompassing the seas between Greenland, Iceland, and the UK.
Lawmakers also noted that by 2023, the Polar Research Institute of China, a subordinate directly under China’s Ministry of Natural Resources, had poured approximately $5 million into the observatory, covering almost all of its expenses.
“Although some Icelandic stakeholders raised concerns regarding the security implications of the research conducted and planned at CIAO, no formal security review has taken place,” the letter reads. “Icelandic law currently lacks specific provisions for national security-related review in such cases.”
Iceland has no military, and under a 1951 defense treaty, the United States is responsible for the island nation’s defense under the NATO umbrella.
The lawmakers urged Washington to support Iceland in conducting a national security review of research activities carried out by Chinese scientists and to halt any Chinese research used for military purposes on Icelandic territory.
The State Department said it doesn’t comment on congressional correspondence but highlighted the U.S. concerns about the CCP’s growing presence in the Arctic region.
“We have growing concerns about the PRC’s increased activities and presence in the Arctic, including dual-use capable scientific research, which could be used for future military operations,” a department spokesperson told The Epoch Times via email.
“As the PRC engages in the Arctic, we encourage it to uphold international standards of transparency, rule of law, and accountability and to abide by its international legal obligations.”
The Pentagon didn’t respond to The Epoch Times’ request for comment by publication time.
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US, Canada Navies Sail Through Taiwan Strait After China War Games Encircled Taiwan
‘The international community’s navigational rights and freedoms in the Taiwan Strait should not be limited,’ U.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet said.
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[image: US, Canada Navies Sail Through Taiwan Strait After China War Games Encircled Taiwan]A ship sails in the Taiwan Strait between the coast of Pingtan island (foreground), the closest point to Taiwan, and another island in China's southeast Fujian Province on April 7, 2023. Greg Baker/AFP via Getty Images
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A U.S. guided-missile destroyer and a Canadian frigate sailed through the Taiwan Strait on Oct. 20, less than a week after communist China conducted military exercises around Taiwan.
The U.S. Navy’s Seventh Fleet issued a statement on Oct. 20 saying that the destroyer USS Higgins and the Canadian frigate HMCS Vancouver made a “routine” transit a day earlier “through waters where high-seas freedom of navigation and overflight apply in accordance with international law.”
The transit through the Taiwan Strait, one of the busiest waterways in the world, demonstrated Washington’s and Ottawa’s “commitment to upholding freedom of navigation” for all countries, according to the statement.
“The international community’s navigational rights and freedoms in the Taiwan Strait should not be limited. The United States rejects any assertion of sovereignty or jurisdiction that is inconsistent with freedoms of navigations, overflight, and other lawful uses of the sea and air,” it reads.
Tensions in the Taiwan Strait are escalating because of the Chinese regime’s continued coercion and military threats against Taiwan. On Oct. 14, China launched a large-scale, one-day military exercise around the island, deploying its navy, air force, rocket force, and coast guard.
The Chinese military operation drew international condemnation, with the Pentagon calling it “irresponsible, disproportionate, and destabilizing.”
Beijing rejects the view that the Taiwan Strait is an international waterway, arguing that it has sole jurisdiction over the body of water. The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) also considers Taiwan to be a breakaway province, even though it has never ruled the island since seizing power on the mainland in 1949.
Responding to the transit by the U.S. and Canadian warships, China’s Eastern Command accused the two countries of “causing trouble” and “undermining peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait,” according to a statement.
The Taiwanese Foreign Ministry issued a statement thanking Canada and the United States for taking action to affirm the Taiwan Strait’s status as an international waterway.
“This is the fourth time in the past two years that the United States and Canada have jointly sailed through the Taiwan Strait, demonstrating the determination of democratic allies to take concrete actions to maintain peace across the Taiwan Strait,” the ministry stated.
The ministry noted that the Taiwanese government will continue strengthening its self-defense and “resolutely fight against the expansion of authoritarianism.”
The U.S. Navy, occasionally accompanied by ships from U.S. allies, transits the strait about once a month.
U.S. destroyer USS Rafael Peralta and Canadian frigate HMCS Ottawa jointly transited the Taiwan Strait in November 2023, according to the U.S. Navy’s Seventh Fleet.
On Oct. 19, defense ministers of the Group of Seven (G7) democracies issued a joint statement from their meeting in Naples, Italy, expressing support for peace across the Taiwan Strait.
“We reaffirm that maintaining peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait is indispensable to international security and prosperity,” said the G7 defense ministers, who represent Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK, and the United States.
“We are concerned about provocative actions, particularly the recent People’s Liberation Army military drills around Taiwan. There is no change in the basic positions of the G7 members on Taiwan, including stated one China policies. We call for a peaceful resolution of cross-Strait issues.”
The United States has a “One China” policy, which asserts that there is only one sovereign state with the name “China,” but it is different from the “One China principle” under which the CCP asserts sovereignty over Taiwan.
The Taiwanese Foreign Ministry stated that it “sincerely appreciates” the support from G7 member states.
“As a responsible member of the Indo-Pacific community, Taiwan will continue to strengthen cooperation with G7 member countries and take concrete actions to uphold the core values of democracy, freedom, human rights, and the rule of law,” the ministry said in a statement.
“It will work in solidarity with like-minded partners to safeguard the rules-based international order and promote prosperity and stability in the region and throughout the world.”
Reuters contributed to this report.
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House Committee Chairs Criticize Harvard Over Handling of Anti-CCP Protest Incident
Documents show Harvard disciplined protesters for disrupting a speech by the Chinese ambassador, but not a Chinese student who dragged a protester away.
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[image: House Committee Chairs Criticize Harvard Over Handling of Anti-CCP Protest Incident]Students and activists protest against the Chinese communist regime's human rights abuses during a visit by the Chinese ambassador at Harvard Kennedy School in Cambridge, Mass., on April 20, 2024. Learner Liu/The Epoch Times
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Chairs of two House select committees criticized Harvard University on Oct. 18 for reprimanding student protesters who disrupted the Chinese ambassador’s speech, while failing to discipline a Chinese student who forcibly removed one of the protesters.
The incident occurred on April 20, when Chinese Ambassador Xie Feng gave an opening address for the Harvard Kennedy School of Government’s China Conference 2024, an annual student-run event organized by the Greater China Society.
His speech was interrupted by several protesters who yelled slogans including “China lies. People die,” and “Free Tibet.”
One of the protesters, Taiwanese American student Cosette Wu, shouted that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) had devastated Hong Kong’s democracy and was seeking to do the same to Taiwan.
She was allegedly dragged out of the hall by her arms by a male student who helped organize the event. Other protesters were escorted out by university police.
Rep. John Moolenaar (R-Mich.), chairman of the House Select Committee on the CCP, wrote to interim Harvard University President Alan Garber in July to ask several questions about the incident, including what disciplinary actions, if any, had been taken.
The committee on Friday published some of the documents Moolenaar obtained.
Moolenaar and Rep. Virginia Foxx (R-N.C.), chairwoman of the House Education and Workforce Committee, said the university failed to apply its rules consistently.
According to the documents obtained by Moolenaar, the Chinese student who dragged the other student away has allegedly violated school rules on physical violence, but he escaped disciplinary action after a dean felt the student had been “punished ... enough” after being doxxed, meaning the student’s personal information was published online. The student has never been officially identified, but his alleged identity was widely shared in Chinese-speaking social media circles shortly after the incident.
In an Oct. 18 statement, Moolenaar said the Ivy League school is “punishing brave students who spoke out against the CCP’s human rights abuses while not only letting the student ... off scot-free but also handing him an apology.”
The committee chair called on U.S. universities to “wake up” to the CCP’s influence on U.S. campuses and protect students who speak out against the communist regime.
Foxx also said the university failed to apply its rules consistently during the anti-Israel protests that flared up on campuses across the country.
“Whether it’s pro-Hamas or pro-CCP agitators, administrators apologize to and actually encourage some students to keep expressing their so-called ‘meaningful discourse’ at the expense of the safety of other students. It’s unacceptable,” she said in a statement.
Congresswoman Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.), who is also on the Education and Workforce Committee, said she looks forward to working with Moolenaar and Foxx to “hold Harvard accountable and to end Communist China’s infiltration of American universities.”
Three protesters, including Wu, were placed on disciplinary probation between May 17 and May 20 over “inappropriate social behavior,” and they were informed of the decision on May 21,  the documents show.
According to the probation letters sent to the students, disciplinary probation does not appear permanently on students’ transcript but will be disclosed to “graduate or professional schools under certain circumstances.”
Investigative reports recommending disciplinary actions cited school rules that require students to “behave in a mature and responsible manner” and not interfere with the freedom of speech.
The Chinese student who dragged Wu out of the hall was not disciplined.
In a letter to the student dated May 22, Academic Dean Martin West told him that he had violated school policy on physical violence and the General Standards of Conduct but would not be reprimanded for the violations.
West said that while it was “preferable” that security officers handle the protest, the student’s action was “understandable” in the context that he had received guidance from event organizers to intervene in disruptions.
West also expressed deep regret that the student and his family had “experienced significant harm as a result of the event.”
Harvard University didn’t respond to The Epoch Times’ request for comment by publication time.
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Israel Arrests 7 Citizens Accused of Spying on Military Bases for Iran [Tue, 22 Oct 04:24]An Israeli army training base in Beit Guvrin in central Israel on Sept. 23, 2024. (Ahmad Gharabli / AFP)



	
America in Brief [Tue, 22 Oct 04:11]Former President Donald Trump speaks at the Detroit Economic Club in in Detroit on Oct. 10, 2024. (Bill Pugliano/Getty Images)



	
Envoy Hochstein Says US Working With Lebanon and Israel to End Conflict for Good [Tue, 22 Oct 04:05]U.S. special envoy Amos Hochstein speaks during a press conference in Beirut, Lebanon, on Oct. 21, 2024. (Mohamed Azakir/Reuters)



	
9 Dead as Van Carrying Rowing Team Collides With Truck in Brazil [Tue, 22 Oct 03:42]Relatives of victims of the accident that killed nine members of the rowing team of the social project Remar Para o Futuro hug each other at the club's headquarters, in the city of Pelotas, in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, on Oct. 21, 2024. (Diego Vara/Reuters)



	
Philippine Court Jails 17 Terrorists for Life for Mass Kidnapping of Tourists [Tue, 22 Oct 03:38]Kidnapped American missionaries Martin (C) and Gracia Burnham (R), who were kidnapped from a Philippines resort eight months ago, are seen beside their abductor Abu Sabaya, leader of the Abu Sayyaf terrorist group, in this undated photo made from video. (ABS CBN via AP)



	
Southeast Asia on Track to Become a Major Energy Consumer, Impacting Clean Energy Transition [Tue, 22 Oct 02:24]Wind turbines stand behind visitors at Gaomei wetland during sunset in Taichung, Taiwan on Aug. 22, 2024. (Annabelle Chih/Getty Images)



	
Opposition Vows to Axe Proposed Offshore Wind Farm in Western Australia [Tue, 22 Oct 02:21]A wind turbine in Albany, Western Australia, on Feb. 18, 2024. (Susan Mortimer/The Epoch Times)



	
Mass Walkout at ACU Graduation After Former Union Leader Condemns Abortion [Tue, 22 Oct 01:13]Pro-life supporters take part in a "Rally for Life" march and celebration outside the Texas State Capitol in Austin on Jan. 27, 2024. (Suzanne Cordeiro/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Retirees Could Be Called Upon to Help End Housing Crisis [Tue, 22 Oct 01:02]Australian Opposition Leader Peter Dutton during post Budget media interviews at Parliament House in Canberra, Australia on May 15, 2024. (Tracey Nearmy/Getty Images)



	
Christian Lobby Warns Misinformation Bill Could Hinder the Development of Knowledge [Tue, 22 Oct 00:25]A person opens a social media app on a smartphone in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Sept. 18, 2024. (Mauro Pimentel/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Gulen, Powerful Cleric Accused of Orchestrating Turkish Coup, Dies [Mon, 21 Oct 23:43]U.S.-based Turkish cleric Fethullah Gulen at his home in Saylorsburg, Pa., on July 10, 2017. (Charles Mostoller/Reuters)



	
India’s Yamuna River Blanketed by Thick Toxic Foam [Mon, 21 Oct 23:35]The Yamuna river in India blanketed by thick toxic foam on Oct. 18, 2024. (ANI via Reuters/Screenshot via NTD)



	
New Code Released to Protect Children from Pornographic Sites, Uncertainty Over How It Will Work [Mon, 21 Oct 23:32]A child doing his schoolwork at his family home in Tarpoly Creek, Australia, on April 5, 2020. (Lisa Maree Williams/Getty Images)



	
Opposition Pledges $8.5 Million to Expand Jewish Museum Amid Concerns of Anti-Semitism [Mon, 21 Oct 22:38]Members of the Australian Jewish community hold an Israeli flag during a memorial service in Sydney,  Australia, on Oct. 7, 2024, to mark the anniversary of Palestinian militant group Hamas's October 7, 2023 attack on Israel. (David Gray/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Colin Farrell to Run Dublin Marathon to Support Friend With Rare Skin Condition [Mon, 21 Oct 22:27]Colin Farrell attends HBO's "The Penguin" New York Premiere on Sept. 17, 2024. (Theo Wargo/Getty Images)



	
Sydney’s Bondi Beach Buildings Sprayed With the Word ‘Hamas’ [Mon, 21 Oct 21:51]A council worker is seen removing Hamas-related graffiti at Bronte Beach in Sydney, Australia, on Oct. 21, 2024. (AAP Image/Bianca De Marchi)



	
Observing Floods, Early Voting, and a Refugee Rescue [Mon, 21 Oct 21:08]Residents stand on a clearing in the flooded Adankolo district in Lokoja, Nigeria, on Oct. 21, 2024. (Olympia De Maismont/AFP via Getty Images)



	
German Authorities Arrest Libyan Man Suspected of Planning ISIS Attack on Israeli Embassy [Mon, 21 Oct 20:03]Police officers escort a Libyan national with suspected ties to the extremist group Islamic State who was allegedly planning an attack on the Israeli Embassy in Berlin, in Karlsruhe, Germany, Oct. 20, 2024. (Rene Priebe/dpa via AP)



	
Far West NSW Faces Prolonged Power Outages Amid Generator Failure [Mon, 21 Oct 19:29]A general view of the regional town of Broken Hill in New South Wales, Australia, on Sept. 24, 2021. (Jenny Evans/Getty Images)
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Israel Arrests 7 Citizens Accused of Spying on Military Bases for Iran
Police said the Israeli suspects were aware that their actions could potentially help the enemy in launching a missile attack.
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: Israel Arrests 7 Citizens Accused of Spying on Military Bases for Iran]An Israeli army training base in Beit Guvrin in central Israel on Sept. 23, 2024. Ahmad Gharabli / AFP
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Seven Israeli citizens have been arrested on suspicion of spying on Israel’s military bases for Iranian intelligence in what is believed to be one of the most serious cases in the country, the Israel Police said on Monday.
The seven individuals, including two minors, were residents of Haifa and the northern areas of the country. Police believed the suspects have been carrying out hundreds of security tasks for Iranian intelligence for over two years.
Police said they gathered information under the direction of two Iranian intelligence agents known as “Alkhan” and “Oran” in exchange for “hundreds of thousands of dollars” in cryptocurrency.
The intelligence pertained to the Israel Defense Forces’ bases, Air Force and Navy installations, ports, Iron Dome air defense systems, and energy infrastructure sites such as the Hadera power plant, police said in a statement detailing the arrests.
The suspects photographed and documented key infrastructure sites and passed the information to the Iranian agents. They were also provided with specialized equipment to carry out these missions.
Police said the suspects were aware that the information they passed on to the agents could compromise Israel’s national security and, in some cases, potentially help the enemy in launching a missile attack on Israel.
Israeli authorities said the suspects’ espionage actions have caused security damage to Israel and the investigation revealed that the scope of the case was “among the most serious” in the country.
Police said the suspects acted “out of greed for money” despite being aware that their actions would harm the country. The prosecutor’s office is expected to file indictments against them in the coming days.
Israeli authorities said the investigation revealed Iran’s efforts to recruit and exploit Israeli citizens to carry out espionage and terrorist missions in Israel.
The case follows the Sept. 19 arrest of an Israeli citizen who was allegedly recruited by Iranian intelligence to plot the assassinations of Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, and Security Agency’s chief Ronen Bar.
Police described the individual as “a businessman who lived in Turkey for an extended period” and had a Turkish contact who introduced him to a wealthy Iranian businessman named Eddie.
Authorities said the unnamed Israeli was smuggled into Iran twice for meetings with Eddie and an “Iranian security operative.”
Police said the individual received instructions to carry out various security missions for the Iranian regime, including transferring money or a gun at predetermined locations, photographing crowded places in Israel and sending them to “Iranian elements,” and threatening other Israelis recruited by Iran who had not completed their tasks.
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America in Brief
Judge rejects Trump request to delay evidence; Lawmakers target Huawei’s chip-acquiring attempts; Secret Service vows reform.
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: America in Brief]Former President Donald Trump speaks at the Detroit Economic Club in in Detroit on Oct. 10, 2024. Bill Pugliano/Getty Images
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US Judge Rejects Trump Bid to Delay Evidence Release in Election Case
A Federal Judge has denied a request from former President Donald Trump to delay the release of additional evidence by prosecutors until after the presidential election.
District of Columbia Judge Tanya Chutkan said that delaying its release would amount to a form of election interference.
Federal prosecutor special counsel Jack Smith on Aug. 27 filed a revised four-count indictment against Trump for trying to overturn 2020 election results, after the previous case was thrown out due to a Supreme Court win that gave Trump presidential immunity in all actions that he had taken in office.
Trump denies all counts against him.US Lawmakers Target Huawei’s Chip-Acquiring Attempts
U.S. lawmakers are asking the government to intervene against U.S.-sanctioned Chinese phone maker Huawei from navigating around restrictions to obtain chip-making equipment, an act that would “clearly threaten” national security.
House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party Chairman John Moolenaar (R-Mich.), and ranking Democratic member Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-III.) have sent a letter to U.S. Department of Commerce Gina Raimondo, urging the agency to take immediate action.
Huawei was placed on a trade restriction list in 2019, after the Pentagon identified the company with having ties to the Chinese military.
Japan and the Netherlands have imposed similar restrictions upon Huawei’s chipmaking abilities.
[image: A logo sits illuminated outside the Huawei booth at the SK telecom booth on day 1 of the GSMA Mobile World Congress in Barcelona on Feb. 28, 2022. (David Ramos/Getty Images)]A logo sits illuminated outside the Huawei booth at the SK telecom booth on day 1 of the GSMA Mobile World Congress in Barcelona on Feb. 28, 2022. David Ramos/Getty Images



Florida Sues US Government Over Data Transparency on Non Citizen Voters
The State of Florida is suing the federal government over its refusal to comply with a request to remove noncitizens from its voter’s lists.
The Florida Department of State contacted the country’s immigration department—U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services—for information on individuals identified as potentially being non citizen and were told in a response letter that the agency could not offer help.
[image: A voter walks into a polling station for the Florida presidential primary, in Bonita Springs, Fla., on March 17, 2020. (Elise Amendola/AP Photo)]A voter walks into a polling station for the Florida presidential primary, in Bonita Springs, Fla., on March 17, 2020. Elise Amendola/AP Photo



US Secret Service Promises Sweeping Reform After Report From Panel
The U.S. secret service has vowed a sweeping reform of its organization following a report from a review panel criticizing the organization’s lack of preparedness over former President Donald Trump’s assassination attempt at a Pennsylvania rally in July.
The independent review panel, including former high-ranking U.S. government officials, found deep systematic issues within the agency that “must be addressed with urgency.”
The Secret Service failed to prevent an attempt on Trump’s life at a rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, on July 13, in which a bullet from would be assassin Thomas Matthew Crooks grazed Trump’s ear killing an attendee.
[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is surrounded by U.S. Secret Service agents at a campaign rally in Butler, Pa., on July 13, 2024. (Evan Vucci, File/AP Photo)]Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is surrounded by U.S. Secret Service agents at a campaign rally in Butler, Pa., on July 13, 2024. Evan Vucci, File/AP Photo



Acting Secret Service Director Ronald Rowe released a statement.
“We respect the work of the Independent Review Panel and will carefully examine the report and recommendations released today.”
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[image: Envoy Hochstein Says US Working With Lebanon and Israel to End Conflict for Good]U.S. special envoy Amos Hochstein speaks during a press conference in Beirut, Lebanon, on Oct. 21, 2024. Mohamed Azakir/Reuters
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BEIRUT—U.S. special envoy Amos Hochstein said on Monday in Beirut that the United States was working on a formula to end the conflict between Israel and Lebanese terrorist group Hezbollah for good, and that merely committing to a previous U.N. resolution would not be enough.
U.N. resolution 1701, which ended the last round of conflict between Israel and the Lebanese terrorist group Hezbollah in 2006, calls for southern Lebanon to be free of any troops or weapons other than those of the Lebanese state.
The Iranian-backed Shi’ite movement did not end its presence, however.
Continued cross-border tensions culminated in Hezbollah missile attacks on northern Israel in support of the Palestinian terrorist group Hamas after it staged a bloody killing spree in Israel from Gaza just over a year ago. Israel began a large-scale onslaught on Hezbollah last month.
Hochstein, visiting Lebanon for the second time in two months, was holding talks with Lebanese officials in a new U.S. mediation push to bring peace to the Middle East after Israel killed Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar last week.
“Both sides simply committing to [U.N. resolution] 1701 is not enough,” Hochstein told a press conference.
While the resolution remained as a basis for ending the conflict, additional measures were needed to ensure it was implemented “fairly, accurately and transparently.”
“We are working with government of Lebanon, the state of Lebanon, as well as the government of Israel to get to a formula that brings an end to this conflict once and for all,” he said.
Israel’s assault on Hezbollah has raised fears of a wider regional conflict between Israel and Hezbollah’s patron, Iran.
After what he called a “very constructive” meeting with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, a close ally of Hezbollah who has been engaging in diplomatic efforts to end the conflict, Hochstein said:
“The United States wants to end this conflict absolutely as soon as possible. That is what President Biden wants, that is what we all are working towards.”





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/world/envoy-hochstein-says-us-working-with-lebanon-and-israel-to-end-conflict-for-good-5745439



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


World NewsAmericas

9 Dead as Van Carrying Rowing Team Collides With Truck in Brazil
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: 9 Dead as Van Carrying Rowing Team Collides With Truck in Brazil]Relatives of victims of the accident that killed nine members of the rowing team of the social project Remar Para o Futuro hug each other at the club's headquarters, in the city of Pelotas, in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, on Oct. 21, 2024. Diego Vara/Reuters
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Nine people died when the van they were traveling in collided with a truck in southern Brazil late on Sunday, local authorities said.
Seven of the victims were teenage members of a rowing team from Pelotas, in Rio Grande do Sul state, who were traveling back from a competition in Sao Paulo when the crash happened in Guaratuba, Parana state.
According to Brazil’s federal highway police, only one of the van’s 10 occupants—a 17-year-old rower—survived. The truck driver, a 30-year-old-man, had minor injuries, they added.
Police said the truck failed to brake and collided with the rear of the van, which was thrown forward and crashed into the rear of a car driven by a man, who was not injured.
The van then spun and the truck dragged it off the road, falling on top of it, police added.
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva expressed his condolences on social media. “There are no words that can describe the pain of losing a child or grandchild. The pain is irreparable,” Lula wrote.
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[image: Philippine Court Jails 17 Terrorists for Life for Mass Kidnapping of Tourists]Kidnapped American missionaries Martin (C) and Gracia Burnham (R), who were kidnapped from a Philippines resort eight months ago, are seen beside their abductor Abu Sabaya, leader of the Abu Sayyaf terrorist group, in this undated photo made from video. ABS CBN via AP
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MANILA, Philippines—A Philippine court has convicted and sentenced to life 17 Islamic terrorists for kidnapping for ransom 21 people, including European tourists and Asian workers, from a dive resort in Malaysia more than two decades ago, officials said Monday.
The Filipino terrorists belonged to the small but violent Abu Sayyaf group.
Among those convicted by the Regional Trial Court in Taguig city, a suburb of the capital region, were two Abu Sayyaf leaders, Hilarion Santos and Redendo Dellosa, who had been included in a United Nations terrorism blacklist, the Department of Justice in Manila said.
The 17 were sentenced to life in prison with the possibility of pardon after 30 years, according to justice officials.
In April 2000, Abu Sayyaf terrorists armed with assault rifles and machetes, traveled by speedboats from their southern Philippine jungle strongholds and raided the Sipadan Island dive resort in neighboring Malaysia, where they abducted 21 Western tourists and resort workers at gunpoint.
The terrorists are an offshoot of the decades-long Muslim separatist unrest in the southern Philippines, homeland of minority Muslims in the largely Roman Catholic nation. The Philippines and the United States both consider the Abu Sayyaf a terrorist organization.
The terrorists carried out bombings, ransom kidnappings and beheadings during their heyday starting in the late 1990s, but they have been weakened considerably by battle defeats, surrenders, and infighting.
The hostages consisted of a German family of three, two tourists from Finland, a South African couple, a Lebanese woman, and two French citizens. The rest were Malaysians and Filipinos who worked in the far-flung resort.
They were taken by speedboats to the jungles of the southern Philippine province of Sulu, where they were held in harsh conditions before being mostly ransomed off using millions of dollars reportedly provided by then-Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi.
Two Associated Press journalists, who were allowed by the Abu Sayyaf to interview the hostages while they were in jungle captivity at the time, saw most of the horrified captives sitting on banana leaves laid on the ground and surrounded by a fence of tree branches. Some rapidly scribbled letters and begged their families and embassies to send them food, water, medicine and find ways to free them.
After the hostages were freed, the Philippine military launched offensives that lasted several years and resulted in the killing or capture of most of Abu Sayyaf leaders and fighters.
Ghalib Andang, the terrorist who led the kidnapping, was killed by police commandos during an attempted jailbreak and siege in a high-security detention center in 2005 in metropolitan Manila.
By Jim Gomez
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Southeast Asia on Track to Become a Major Energy Consumer, Impacting Clean Energy Transition
While southeast Asia’s demand for energy is set to exceed that of the EU, it carries a risk of CO2 emissions growing even faster, a report warns.
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[image: Southeast Asia on Track to Become a Major Energy Consumer, Impacting Clean Energy Transition]Wind turbines stand behind visitors at Gaomei wetland during sunset in Taichung, Taiwan on Aug. 22, 2024. Annabelle Chih/Getty Images
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Southeast Asia is on course to account for a quarter of the world’s energy demand growth between now and 2035, second only to India and more than double the region’s growth since 2010.
Further, by mid-century, energy demand in the region is set to overtake that of the European Union. That also means that energy-related carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions are set to increase by 35 percent over the same period.
That’s according to a new International Energy Agency (IEA) report that looks at projected consumption in the region. It says that the pace of growth will pose challenges for southeast Asia’s energy security and efforts to achieve national climate goals.
The growing use of air conditioning amid more frequent heatwaves will drive increased electricity consumption, with demand predicted to surge at an annual rate of 4 percent.
By 2035, clean energy sources such as wind and solar, alongside modern bioenergy and geothermal, are projected to meet more than a third of the growth. This is an improvement on the past, but not enough to counteract the raised CO2 emissions.Fossil Fuel Reliance
The report finds that achieving the national and regional goals that align with the outcomes of the COP28 climate change conference would mean halving today’s emissions by 2050.
Currently, eight of the 10 member economies of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)—which are among the world’s fastest growing—have net zero emissions targets.
“Southeast Asia is one of the most economically dynamic regions of the world and is set to account for a quarter of the growth in global energy demand over the next decade as its population, prosperity, and industries expand,” said IEA Executive Director Fatih Birol.
“Countries in the region have a diverse mix of energy sources, including highly competitive renewables. But clean energy technologies are not expanding quickly enough and the continued heavy reliance on fossil fuel imports is leaving countries highly exposed to future risks.
“Southeast Asia has made great progress on issues such as energy access, clean cooking and developing clean energy manufacturing, but now it must ramp up efforts to deploy those technologies at home.”
The report highlights how accelerating clean energy transitions has created 85,000 jobs since 2019 and has the potential to expand clean energy technology manufacturing and critical minerals processing.
For example, with its vast nickel reserves, Indonesia is a major producer of lithium-ion batteries and components. Vietnam, Thailand, and Malaysia are the largest manufacturers of solar photo-voltaic (PV) systems after China. And Singapore, the world’s largest bunkering port, can play a critical role in efforts to reduce emissions from shipping through fuels such as ammonia and methanol.
The IEA believes international cooperation through organisations such as ASEAN will be essential to progress secure, clean energy transitions during escalating geopolitical tensions.
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Opposition Vows to Axe Proposed Offshore Wind Farm in Western Australia
The move comes as the actual construction of wind turbine projects draw the ire of residents.
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[image: Opposition Vows to Axe Proposed Offshore Wind Farm in Western Australia]A wind turbine in Albany, Western Australia, on Feb. 18, 2024. Susan Mortimer/The Epoch Times




By Naziya Alvi Rahman
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The federal opposition has vowed to cancel a proposed 4,000 square kilometre offshore wind farm project off the coast of Western Australia if it wins the next federal election.
The project, which would stretch from the southern coast near Mandurah south of Perth, to Dunsborough, could allow up to 700 wind towers to be built.
Andrew Hastie, MP from Western Australia took to social media to announce the move.
He criticised the wind farm claiming it would compromise both the environment and Australia’s energy security.
“On our horizon, it will look very ugly. Labor will compromise our environment and make power more expensive and less reliable,” he said.
He also added that the Coalition’s focus was on delivering “affordable and reliable power for Australian families, small businesses, and industry. We believe in protecting the environment and ensuring energy security.”Wind Farm Moved to Reduce Visual Impact
Earlier this year, Energy Minister Chris Bowen cut back the initial size of the project to 4,000 square kilometres.
Bowen confirmed the project during a visit to Bunbury in September, explaining that the wind farm would generate up to 11.4 gigawatts of energy for Western Australia.
“We will need 50 gigawatts by 2042, and this offshore wind project is a key part of that plan,” said Bowen. He highlighted the efficiency of wind energy, stating, “One turn of one turbine creates as much energy as solar panels on your roof all day.”
Bowen also addressed concerns about the wind farm’s visual impact, confirming that the towers would be positioned 41 kilometres from Bunbury and 55 kilometres from Busselton, further offshore than initially planned.
As the project moves forward, the federal government is calling for companies to apply for feasibility licences, which would involve conducting environmental assessments and community consultations. Applications are set to close on Nov. 6.
Despite the opposition from the Coalition, government claims the project has gained significant support from various organisations.
The Smart Energy Council, Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union, Electrical Trades Union, Maritime Union Australia, Conservation Council of WA, and Greenpeace have all publicly backed the wind farm.
However, local campaigners and community members have voiced concerns about the potential environmental impact, particularly on the area’s reef system.
Protests have also taken place, with some campaigners expressing fears about the long-term damage to the environment.
Bowen acknowledged these concerns, but reassured the public that the federal government had taken the necessary steps to mitigate environmental risks. He also stated that misinformation had been circulating about the wind farm’s potential effects on recreational fishing, urging people to rely on facts rather than fear.
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Mass Walkout at ACU Graduation After Former Union Leader Condemns Abortion
Former union leader Joe De Bruyn’s honorary degree speech on abortion and same-sex marriage ignited outrage, prompting a mass walkout at ACU.
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[image: Mass Walkout at ACU Graduation After Former Union Leader Condemns Abortion]Pro-life supporters take part in a "Rally for Life" march and celebration outside the Texas State Capitol in Austin on Jan. 27, 2024. Suzanne Cordeiro/AFP via Getty Images
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A graduation ceremony at the Australian Catholic University (ACU) in Melbourne took an unexpected turn last night when hundreds of students, parents, and staff walked out in protest in response to a speech by former union leader Joe De Bruyn.
De Bruyn, the former national secretary of the conservative Shop, Distributive, and Allied Employees Association (SDA), was awarded an honorary degree for his contributions to workers’ rights and social welfare.
However, during his speech, De Bruyn veered into topics such as his opposition to same-sex marriage and abortion, which led to to a mass exodus from the venue.
“I have for several decades been involved in opposing abortion, the deliberate killing of unborn human beings,” he told the crowd, in comments obtained by media outlets.
“Today, over 80,000 unborn children are killed by abortion in Australia each year, worldwide the estimated number is 42 million each year.
“Abortion is the single biggest killer of human beings in the world, greater than the human toll of World War II. It is a tragedy that must be ended.”The Ceremony and the Unexpected Turn
Charlie Panteli, a graduate receiving a Bachelor of Primary Education, was one of the first to walk out in protest and spoke to ABC Radio about the incident.
Panteli described how De Bruyn’s speech quickly shifted from discussing his career achievements to his personal stance on social issues.
“He started talking about how abortion was wrong. It was shocking,” he told ABC Melbourne.
Panteli, who sat near the front, signalled to others that he was leaving.
“I only heard the part about abortion, and I was one of the first to get up. I spun my hand around, said, ‘This is enough,’ and left.”
According to him, soon, nearly 95 percent of the audience left the venue in solidarity. Photos taken after the event showed rows of empty seats, with only a few attendees remaining—many of whom were reportedly filming the incident.
Faculty members, seated towards the back of the room, were visibly surprised by the content of the speech.ACU Encourages Open Debate on Ideas
Following the ceremony, the Australian Catholic University released a statement.
The university expressed regret that the event had not been a positive experience for many graduates and their families.
“Mr. De Bruyn’s remarks at the ceremony were delivered in a personal capacity,” the statement read.
“While his views may not be shared by many of our staff and students, as a university, we encourage the respectful exchange of ideas that represent the wide spectrum of our diverse community.”
The spokesperson added that the university understands that staff, graduates, and their families disagreed with the content of De Bruyn’s speech.
“As a university we’re committed to open, respectful dialogue. We always encourage people to present their views and beliefs while also being respectful to those who hold a contrary view.
“ACU is committed to providing a safe, inclusive and respectful environment for students and staff of all beliefs. Education, faith, respect and acceptance are at the heart of our mission as a Catholic university.”
However, Panteli felt the university’s response was insufficient.
“We’ve received no support. I would like the university to come out publicly and say that they don’t hold these views. They market themselves as an inclusive university, but giving this person an honorary doctorate is appalling.”
In response, De Bruyn said his views were not remarkable given they were delivered at a Catholic institution.
“My views are not peculiar views, they may not have majority support, but they are the views of the Catholic Church,” he told The Age. “I thought it was an entirely appropriate venue.”SDA’s History Against Communism, Socialism
The SDA maintains its strong conservative and Catholic roots, despite the increasing influence of progressive unions within the Labor Party.
De Bruyn notably led the SDA in its campaign against communism in the 1980s, supporting the Polish movement Solidarity against its leadership and the Soviet Union. De Bruyn would later receive an award from the Polish president in 2015.
The SDA was also instrumental in the 1955 Labor Party split in response to communist infiltration of its ranks.
The historic feminist movements—which paved the way for abortion rights—often overlapped with communist movements, as both aimed to overturn traditional views on marriage and family, while weakening the fabric of Christian-based societies.
“[Second wave American feminist Betty] Friedan fiercely criticised the traditional familial roles of women and argued that the classic image of a content and joyful housewife was a myth forged by a patriarchal society,” according to The Epoch Times’ series, “How the Specter of Communism is Ruling Our World.”
“In fact, Friedan, under her maiden name Betty Goldstein, had been a radical socialist activist from her college years up to the 1950s. While at the University of California–Berkeley, Friedan was a member of the Young Communist League and even requested, twice, to join the Communist Party USA.”
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Retirees Could Be Called Upon to Help End Housing Crisis
Dutton argued a readily available workforce, particularly early retirees wanting to return to work could fill the labour gap.
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[image: Retirees Could Be Called Upon to Help End Housing Crisis]Australian Opposition Leader Peter Dutton during post Budget media interviews at Parliament House in Canberra, Australia on May 15, 2024. Tracey Nearmy/Getty Images
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Coalition Leader Peter Dutton has emphasised the importance of using Australia’s existing workforce to address the critical shortage of skilled labour needed to meet housing demands.
“We can access a workforce that’s readily available here in Australia now, and that includes people who have retired early but want to come back into the workforce,” Dutton told ABC radio.
He noted that these individuals are currently prevented from doing so by the overlap between the welfare and tax systems.
Currently, if an early retiree starts earning enough income that their pension entitlements drop to zero, the Age Pension can be suspended. If the person’s income drops again, it can usually be reinstated within two years.
“People can’t work more than a day or a few hours a week before it affects their pension, but if we can change that, it could be a significant part of the solution,” he said.Housing and Migration
Dutton criticised the government’s handling of the migration programme, saying that the current policies have compounded the housing crisis by failing to plan for a population increase.
“The government has brought in 1.67 million people over five years—a city the size of Adelaide—without any planning. We’re at an 11-year low for building approvals, and productivity in the building sector is at an all-time low,” he said.
The Coalition has announced cutting permanent migration to about 140,000 a year as election policy.
When asked if the cut would impact industries such as healthcare, Dutton acknowledged that the composition of the immigration programme would need further adjustment to prioritise sectors most in need, including tradespeople.
“We'll have more to say about the composition of the policy when we see exactly where the demand is, but the government has deprioritised skilled trades through the migration programme, bowing to demands from the CFMEU. This has had a distortionary effect on the economy,” he said.
He further claimed that construction union’s influence has contributed to a decline in productivity in the sector.
“The CFMEU has had a massive impact on the building sector. Productivity is way down, and their methods, including ties to bikie gangs, have been devastating for the industry,” he added.
CFMEU was put under administration in August of this year due to rampant accusations of corruption.
The Business Council of Australia (BCA), in a report launched on Oct. 21, also urged stronger laws to eliminate corruption in the construction sector, which contributes to unsafe and unproductive building sites.
It also confirmed that the sector’s productivity has declined significantly in the last decade.
The report proposed simplifying regulatory processes and promoting apprenticeships in the construction trades to combat rising labour and material costs.Urgent Need for reforms
On the broader housing policy, Dutton emphasised the Coalition’s focus on creating 500,000 new homes to meet growing demand. He positioned his party’s approach as aspirational, aiming to attract support from suburban marginal electorates.
“There’s something wrong with our system when young people have given up on the dream of homeownership,” Dutton said, noting that many parents and grandparents also share concerns about their children and grandchildren being priced out of the housing market.
Last week, Dutton announced a $5 billion housing policy to speed up the construction of 500,000 new homes by funding critical infrastructure like sewerage, water, and power.
The plan promises to address supply issues by focusing on greenfield developments. Funding will be available on a “use-it-or-lose-it” basis to encourage swift developer action.
Dutton’s comments come as the BCA and the Australian Institute for Progress (AIP) have both called for urgent housing reforms.
A recent BCA report highlighted a shortfall of 64,000 homes annually, with high taxes and restrictive zoning regulations cited as key barriers to increasing supply.
The BCA report also revealed that taxes, including the GST, now account for roughly one-third of the cost of new housing, pushing up prices.
Both the BCA and AIP have proposed reforms to ease the crisis, including a focus on reducing population growth to manageable levels and simplifying building codes.
They also recommend creating a national reform fund to encourage states and territories to streamline housing regulations and approval processes.
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Christian Lobby Warns Misinformation Bill Could Hinder the Development of Knowledge
‘[It’s wrong] to provide wide capacities to suppress information and then to provide carve-outs for areas that are regarded as legitimate,’ said the ACL.
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[image: Christian Lobby Warns Misinformation Bill Could Hinder the Development of Knowledge]A person opens a social media app on a smartphone in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Sept. 18, 2024. Mauro Pimentel/AFP via Getty Images
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A conservative Christian advocacy group has said that the government’s impending Misinformation Bill could stifle the evolution of knowledge, impacting society as a whole.
At a recent Senate inquiry hearing, Elisabeth Taylor, an independent researcher and previous research director at the Australian Christian Lobby (ACL), raised concerns about whether it was appropriate for the government to completely crack down on “misinformation.”
“The misinformation of today may be proven to be correct tomorrow, or new information may come to displace the incumbent orthodoxies of the day. This is the process of progress,” she said, pointing to the changing nature of information.
“This progress is not just achieved by the expert class, or academics, or journalists, or the professional religious who are protected by this bill,” Taylor said in reference to the exceptions in the Misinformation Bill.
She also said the process of learning involved exposure to different views and that it was strange for a person, such as a journalist, to arrive at the truth without encountering incorrect opinions.
“We hear a number of different views. You tell me what you think and why you think it. I examine the evidence, and I form my own judgment on the basis of that,” she said.
“That’s how learning occurs. That’s the prerogatives of every citizen of a free country.”Misinformation Bill is Wrong in Principle
At the same time, Taylor stated that the bill was wrong in principle.
“In principle, this approach is wrong. [It’s wrong] to provide wide capacities to suppress information and then to provide carve-outs for areas that are regarded as legitimate,” she said.
“I would say the problem really goes to the approach for the whole bill in principle, which is to look only at the harms caused by misinformation and not to address the problem of harms caused by the suppression [of information].”
In addition, Taylor said the religious exemptions provided under the bill were “paltry and miserly” as it was unclear what would be excluded under the current definition of dis- and misinformation.
“So, in this case, the religious exemptions are far too narrow for a start,” she said.
Currently, the latest version of the bill excludes content disseminated for religious purposes from its scope.
However, it does not indicate whether religious expression would be exempted.
In late 2023, Communications Minister Michelle Rowland said the government would include new religious protections to the bill to address concerns of faith groups.
At the time, she said nothing in the bill would inhibit religious expressions.
“That would be a new area that wasn’t considered at the time of the original consultation being commenced, but it clearly is important, and we want to address it,” Rowland said.Questions on How Misinformation Will Be Decided
Regarding the role Big Tech companies need to play in implementing the Misinformation Bill, Taylor said there was very little transparency about the process.
“The Australian public has very little visibility on how that is being applied,” she said.
“Part of the problem with censorship is that if something is being suppressed, and you know about it, that’s one thing, but in this case, it would just be invisible, so things would disappear into the ether, and no one would know that their information has not been received by other people or is not visible to the public.”
Under the Bill, social media companies will need to actively censor content that could run afoul of an agreed standard of conduct on misinformation. There are arguments that this could encourage companies to simply “over-censor” to stay on the safe side of regulation.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/world/christian-lobby-warns-misinformation-bill-could-hinder-the-development-of-knowledge-5745490



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


World News

Gulen, Powerful Cleric Accused of Orchestrating Turkish Coup, Dies
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: Gulen, Powerful Cleric Accused of Orchestrating Turkish Coup, Dies]U.S.-based Turkish cleric Fethullah Gulen at his home in Saylorsburg, Pa., on July 10, 2017. Charles Mostoller/Reuters




By Reuters
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




ISTANBUL—The U.S.-based cleric Fethullah Gulen, who built a powerful Islamic movement in Turkey and beyond but spent his later years mired in accusations of orchestrating an attempted coup against Turkish leader Tayyip Erdogan, has died. He was 83.
Herkul, a website which publishes Gulen’s sermons, said on its X account that Gulen had died on Sunday evening in the U.S. hospital where he was being treated.
Gulen was a one-time ally of Erdogan but they fell out spectacularly, and Erdogan held him responsible for the 2016 attempted coup in which rogue soldiers commandeered warplanes, tanks and helicopters. Some 250 people were killed in the bid to seize power.
Gulen, who had lived in self-imposed exile in the United States since 1999, denied involvement in the putsch but his movement was designated as a terrorist group by Turkey.
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan confirmed his death, describing him as the leader of a “dark organisation” and saying that Turkey’s fight against the group would continue.
“Our nation’s determination in the fight against terrorism will continue, and this news of his death will never lead us to complacency,” Fidan told a press conference.
According to its followers, Gulen’s movement - known as “Hizmet” which means “service” in Turkish - seeks to spread a moderate brand of Islam that promotes Western-style education, free markets and interfaith communication.
Since the failed coup, his movement has been systematically dismantled in Turkey and its international influence has declined.
Known to his supporters as Hodjaefendi, or respected teacher, Gulen was born in a village in the eastern Turkish province of Erzurum in 1941. The son of an imam, or Islamic preacher, he studied the Koran from infancy.
In 1959, Gulen was appointed as a mosque imam in the northwestern city of Edirne and came to prominence as a preacher in the 1960s in the western province of Izmir, where he set up student dormitories and would go to tea houses to preach.
These student houses marked the start of an informal network which would spread in coming decades through education, business, media and state institutions.
His influence also spread beyond Turkey’s borders to the Turkic republics of Central Asia, the Balkans, Africa and the West through a network of schools.
Fidan said he hoped Gulen’s death would lift a “spell” over Turkish youth who had taken a path of “betrayal” against their country under the pretence of religious values. “This is not a good road,” he added.Former Erdogan Ally
Gulen had been a close ally of Erdogan and his AK Party, but growing tensions in their relationship exploded in December 2013 when corruption investigations targeting ministers and officials close to Erdogan came to light.
Prosecutors and police from Gulen’s Hizmet movement were widely believed to be behind the investigations and an arrest warrant was issued for Gulen in 2014. His movement was designated as a terrorist group two years later.
Soon after the 2016 coup, Erdogan described Gulen’s network as traitors and “like a cancer”, vowing to root them out wherever they are. Hundreds of schools, companies, media outlets and associations linked to him were shut down and assets seized.
Gulen condemned the coup attempt “in the strongest terms.”
“As someone who suffered under multiple military coups during the past five decades, it is especially insulting to be accused of having any link to such an attempt,” he said.
In a post-coup crackdown, which the government said targeted Gulen’s followers, at least 77,000 people were arrested and 150,000 state workers including teachers, judges and soldiers suspended under emergency rule.
Companies and media outlets regarded as linked to Gulen were seized by the state or closed down. The government said its actions were justified by the gravity of the threat posed to the state by the coup.
Gulen was also reviled by Turkey’s opposition, which saw his network as having conspired over decades to undermine the secular foundations of the republic.
Ankara long sought to have him extradited from the United States.
Speaking in his gated compound in Pennsylvania’s Pocono Mountains, Gulen said in a 2017 Reuters interview he had no plans to flee the United States to avoid extradition. Even then, he appeared frail, keeping his longtime doctor close at hand.
By Daren Butler
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Drone footage taken on Oct. 18 shows the Yamuna River in India blanketed by thick toxic foam.
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New Code Released to Protect Children from Pornographic Sites, Uncertainty Over How It Will Work
A new code aimed at restricting underage access to porn and gambling sites will be submitted for approval but there’s no indication of how it'll be implemented.
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: New Code Released to Protect Children from Pornographic Sites, Uncertainty Over How It Will Work]A child doing his schoolwork at his family home in Tarpoly Creek, Australia, on April 5, 2020. Lisa Maree Williams/Getty Images
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A new code that will impose a duty on tech companies to protect children from pornographic websites and certain online games could come into effect in 2025. Still, there is no indication of how the technology would work.
The Draft Online Safety Codes were designed by five Australian communications, digital, and video game industry associations, that will seek public feedback before submitting them to the eSafety Commissioner.
They’re designed to protect children from explicit material, so this could mean messaging services automatically detect and blur nude images, and dating services expressly prohibit sexual extortion attempts.
However, the technology that would implement such restrictions remains unclear since the federal government has yet to reveal the results of a $6.5 million trial.
The safety proposals come four months after the eSafety Commissioner issued notices to digital firms under the Online Safety Act, directing the companies to protect children from Class 1C and Class 2 material.
That includes pornography, simulated gambling in computer games and “high-impact material” depicting nudity, violence, drug use, crime, suicide, racism or family breakdowns that would otherwise receive an R18+, X18+ or RC classification.
Digital Industry Group Inc (DIGI) regulatory affairs and research policy director Jennifer Duxbury said keeping children safe online was a key priority for industry, parents and government and required effort from everyone involved.
“The draft codes are a joint effort between companies committed to online safety and the government to strengthen safeguards for minors when it comes to online pornography and age-inappropriate content,” she said.
“The key principles of these codes are to protect and support children, provide all end users—including parents—with more control over what their children see, read and hear, and to protect privacy and online safety.”
Tools to let users block pornographic images sent to them would be required under the codes, as well as ways to report breaches. Terms and conditions for using the various services would include prohibitions on sexual extortion, grooming, and non-consensual intimate image sharing.
Under the measures, people would be forced to use age-assurance technology to access “high-impact pornography” and to play games that feature “simulated gambling material.”
But Duxbury said the industry does not yet know what technology it will be expected to use and is still awaiting the outcome of the government’s test.
“We don’t know exactly when that is going to finish, but we were told that we should take into account the results of that trial or that the trial would inform how the measures would be implemented,” she told AAP.
“What we decided to do was to leave the door open a little bit as to how providers would go about implementing the age-assurance requirements.”
The government issued a tender for its age-assurance technology trial in September and wants to evaluate current technology’s effectiveness in estimating an internet user’s age.Public Feedback Open
The five groups behind the Draft Online Safety Codes, including the Communications Alliance and Australian Mobile Telecommunications Association, will seek feedback from the public on the proposed changes until Nov. 22.
The final codes will be delivered to the eSafety Commission in December and, if implemented in their current form, Duxbury said, could significantly change what children see online.
They would apply across all eight industry sections, including social media providers, messaging services, search engines, and app distribution services.
Internet providers, hosting services, manufacturers, and suppliers of any equipment that connects to the internet—including smart devices and computers—would also be required to comply.
“The [measures] will really improve the current situation because they apply to everyone—it’s not just providers that choose to implement measures to protect children; everyone is subject to these codes,” Duxbury said.
“eSafety has very strong enforcement powers; they’re very well-resourced as a regulator, so I think it will make a difference.
“We encourage all stakeholders, including consumer organisations, civil society groups, academics, industry, parents and community members, to have their say on the draft codes and provide feedback.”
Development of the codes was triggered by a directive from the eSafety Commissioner earlier this year to key players in the online industry. They were given six months to establish enforceable codes designed to shield children from exposure to explicit pornography and other high-impact materials.
Last year, the Albanese government in Australia decided against implementing a mandatory age verification system for online pornography and other adult content, citing the underdeveloped state of existing technology solutions.
AAP contributed to this story.
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Opposition Pledges $8.5 Million to Expand Jewish Museum Amid Concerns of Anti-Semitism
Dutton has also promised a judicial inquiry into anti-semitism on university campuses.
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[image: Opposition Pledges $8.5 Million to Expand Jewish Museum Amid Concerns of Anti-Semitism]Members of the Australian Jewish community hold an Israeli flag during a memorial service in Sydney,  Australia, on Oct. 7, 2024, to mark the anniversary of Palestinian militant group Hamas's October 7, 2023 attack on Israel. David Gray/AFP via Getty Images
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Federal Opposition Leader Peter Dutton has committed $8.5 million to support the expansion of the Sydney Jewish Museum if elected.
Dutton made the announcement to the Jewish community during an address following the Oct. 7 anniversary of the Hamas attacks.
“As one measure, a Coalition government will commit $8.5 million to support the expansion of the Sydney Jewish Museum. Every Australian child, through their education, will understand the evils of the past and the evils of the present,” he said.
Dutton also promised a judicial inquiry into anti-semitism on university campuses.
“The Jewish community deserves no less. And we will ensure that young Australians are equipped with a shield of knowledge to deflect Jewish hatred,” he added.
Jewish student and staff unions have demanded an inquiry into rising anti-semitism on university campuses following the terrorist incident.
Noah Loven, a representative from the Australian Union of Jewish Students, urged a Senate Committee chaired by Labor Senator Nita Green to recognise the severity of the situation.
“Jewish students are avoiding campus, fearing for their safety, with many removing identifiable Jewish symbols,” Loven said, calling the situation “untenable” and urging universities to take immediate action.
The Oct. 7 Hamas attack, the deadliest assault on Jews since the Holocaust, killed approximately 1,200 Israelis. In retaliation, Israel’s counteroffensive on Hamas has resulted in over 41,000 Palestinian deaths, according to the Hamas-controlled Gaza Health Ministry.
This surge in violence has exacerbated tensions, both globally and within Australia, with Jewish students reporting new levels of hostility.
Professor Steven Prawer, a senior academic at the University of Melbourne, shared his own experience of being targeted due to his collaboration with the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Prawer recalled being evacuated from his office by security after students identified him.
Dutton added that over the past year, he has visited Israel and attended many meetings with local Jews in Australia to understand their pain. “And I can tell you what I’ve seen in every case: I’ve seen the Jewish spirit at play.”
Recently, the Coalition rejected a motion brought forward to commemorate the Oct. 7 incident, saying it was too broad.
“The motion includes language stressing the need to break the cycle of violence and supporting international efforts for de-escalation, a ceasefire in Gaza and Lebanon, and lasting peace for Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, and the region,” Dutton said.
He argued that the motion should focus solely on commemorating the 1,200 Israeli lives lost in the attacks by Hamas.
“This was meant to commemorate the loss of human life, but the prime minister is attempting to cater to both sides, which we cannot support.”
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Colin Farrell to Run Dublin Marathon to Support Friend With Rare Skin Condition
The Irish actor launched the ‘Run to 40’ campaign with his longtime friend, Emma Fogarty.
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[image: Colin Farrell to Run Dublin Marathon to Support Friend With Rare Skin Condition]Colin Farrell attends HBO's "The Penguin" New York Premiere on Sept. 17, 2024. Theo Wargo/Getty Images
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Irish actor Colin Farrell is gearing up to run the Dublin Marathon to raise awareness and donations for a good cause.
Farrell, 48, will tackle the 26-mile course on Oct. 27 in honor of his longtime friend, Emma Fogarty.
Fogarty, who recently turned 40 in June, is Ireland’s oldest survivor of epidermolysis bullosa (EB)—a rare genetic medical condition that causes the skin to tear or blister easily.
Farrell and Fogarty—who have been friends for the past 14 years—are currently raising money for their fundraising campaign “Run to 40,” which aims to support the Dublin-based charity Debra Ireland.
The duo spoke about the initiative and their upcoming race during a recent appearance on “The Late Late Show,” aired Oct. 18.
“I wanted to mark my birthday with [Colin], so I said what’s the better way than to cross the finish line together,” explained Fogarty, who plans to join Farrell during the last few kilometers of the race.
“Emma’s lived with EB now for four decades,” Farrell told Patrick Kielty, the show’s host. “So for every decade of living with EB and surviving EB, we’re doing 1 [kilometer]. I’m gonna push Emma [in her wheelchair] the last 4 k[ilometers].”
Fogarty acknowledged that for those accustomed to running, four kilometers may not sound particularly daunting.
However, due to her condition, which has caused her fingers to fuse together and left her unable to walk, Fogarty said the distance will take a tremendous toll on her body.
“For me, that’s going to be a long journey,” she said. “I will definitely have wounds at the end of it and be in a lot of pain.”Living With EB
According to Stanford Medicine, there are three main forms of EB, which develop due to different genetic mutations. EB simplex (EBS) is the most prevalent and least severe form of epidermolysis bullosa, whereas junctional EB (JEB) and dystrophic EB (DEB) are less common and exhibit more severe symptoms.
Fogarty was born with recessive dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa, a type of DEB—the most severe form of EB. The Ireland native has wounds similar to third-degree burns over 80 percent of her body. As a result, she must constantly wear bandages, which take hours to apply.
Fogarty was also forced to have her left leg amputated below the knee in November 2019 after being diagnosed with skin cancer, a common complication of EB.
Speaking to Kielty, Fogarty said her pain is both excruciating and unrelenting.
“It’s known as butterfly skin, and it means that my skin is as fragile as the wings of a butterfly basically,” she explained. “So if I bumped off you, it'll literally tear off a blister.”
According to Debra Ireland, people living with EB generally don’t survive beyond the age of 35. Fogarty is the third person living with her condition to make it to the age of 40.
“It’s that bittersweet moment of like, ‘Oh my God, it’s amazing,’ but it shouldn’t be amazing in the same sense,” Fogarty said during a recent appearance on the morning show Ireland AM.
“It’s 40, you know, you expect to reach 40 when you’re younger but not everyone does,” she added. “So it’s amazing.”Raising Funds for a Cure
There is currently no cure for epidermolysis bullosa. However, some treatments can help improve the quality of life for someone suffering from the condition by making the symptoms more manageable.
Through their “Run to 40” campaign, Fogarty and Farrell have set out to raise 400,000 euro for Debra Ireland, an organization dedicated to advancing research into effective treatments and cures for all forms of epidermolysis bullosa, per the charity’s website.
After being featured on “The Late Late Show,” the duo exceeded their target, amassing nearly €600,000 as of Oct. 21.
“We’re blown away by all the support for @emmafogarty, Colin Farrell and everyone impacted by epidermolysis bullosa (EB) after last night’s @latelaterte,” the organization wrote on Instagram. “We can’t thank the Irish public enough for your generosity.”
During his segment on the Irish talk show, Farrell praised Fogarty for her unwavering positivity, despite the significant challenges she has encountered due to her “uncommonly cruel” condition.
“I’m like most human beings, I moan about this and that and the other,” the actor shared. “And what Emma deals with every day of her life is extraordinary.”
“She’s just one of the most extraordinary human beings I’ve ever met and her spirit and her sense of humor and her kindness and her joy for life [is] astonishing,” he said.
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Sydney’s Bondi Beach Buildings Sprayed With the Word ‘Hamas’
Australia lists Hamas as an official terrorist organisation.
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[image: Sydney’s Bondi Beach Buildings Sprayed With the Word ‘Hamas’]A council worker is seen removing Hamas-related graffiti at Bronte Beach in Sydney, Australia, on Oct. 21, 2024. AAP Image/Bianca De Marchi
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Police are continuing to investigate after the word “Hamas” was graffitied on infrastructure at multiple Sydney beaches including Bondi.
New South Wales (NSW) Police said they responded to reports of “offensive graffiti” located on the walls of multiple structures in Bronte, Tamarama, and Bondi Beach.
“An investigation into the incident commenced, and as inquiries continue, investigators have released images of a man they believe might be able to assist with inquires,” police said.
“The male is depicted wearing a grey long sleeve shirt, black jeans, white/grey shoes, a grey beanie and blue face mask.”
The police said anyone with CCTV and or dashcam vision related to this incident should contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
NSW Police said there were no further updates on any arrests when contacted by The Epoch Times.
The Australian government lists Hamas as a terrorist organisation under division 102 of the Criminal Code Act 1995.
Hamas launched an attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing 1,200 people and capturing 250 hostages, many of which are either dead or still being held captive.‘Increase in Intimidation’: Jewish Community
Executive Council of Australian Jewry co-chief executive Alex Ryvchin said people need to think about the effect of their conduct and face consequences for their action.
He said the graffiti was a continuation of an increase in intimidation against the Jewish community.
“We urge the authorities to investigate and put an end to this hatred,” he added.
“We should not have to face these acts of support for a group that just carried out the mass slaughter of our brethren and has pledged to attack Jews throughout the world.”
The Australian Jewish Association said they had received reports of another wave of vandalism on Oct. 21 and that  antisemitism has “skyrocketed across Australia.”
“It’s time for the government to start taking antisemitism seriously, the association said on X.




Meanwhile, City of Sydney for Palestine and the Palestine Justice Movement Sydney are planning a rally outside Bayside Council on Oct. 23 to support a ceasefire motion and boycott-divest sanctions.
“In November 2023, Bayside Council voted down a Ceasefire motion. With a new Council and more organised community, we could win this, and galvanise other communities to demand their Council break ties with Israel,” the group said.
“Councils need to break ties with Israel and the companies that assist in implementing genocide. Ratepayers should not be aiding Israel’s genocide.”Blinken Heading to Israel And Other Middle East Nations
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken will travel to Israel and other Middle Eastern countries this week with a goal to free hostages and alleviate Palestinians from “Hamas’ tyranny.”
“Throughout the region, Secretary Blinken will discuss the importance of bringing the war in Gaza to an end, securing the release of all hostages, and alleviating the suffering of the Palestinian people,” U.S Department of State spokesman Matthew Miller said.
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German Authorities Arrest Libyan Man Suspected of Planning ISIS Attack on Israeli Embassy
Germany’s chancellor is proposing stricter measures in response to recent deadly attacks by Islamist extremists. 
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[image: German Authorities Arrest Libyan Man Suspected of Planning ISIS Attack on Israeli Embassy]Police officers escort a Libyan national with suspected ties to the extremist group Islamic State who was allegedly planning an attack on the Israeli Embassy in Berlin, in Karlsruhe, Germany, Oct. 20, 2024. Rene Priebe/dpa via AP
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A suspected supporter of the ISIS terrorist group was arrested before he could carry out an attack on the Israeli embassy in Berlin, Germany authorities said.
The suspect, identified only as “Omar A.,” is a Libyan national accused of supporting ISIS’s ideology, the office of the Federal Prosecutor General, Germany’s equivalent of the Attorney General, said in a statement. He was detained on Oct. 19 in Bernau, a suburb of Berlin.
To plan a “high-profile attack with firearms,” Omar A. had allegedly been exchanging information with an ISIS terrorist via messenger chat, according to the statement.
Israel’s ambassador to Germany Ron Prosor condemned the alleged plot, warning that anti-Semitic rhetoric among some Muslim communities “leads to and encourages terrorist activities worldwide.”
Israeli embassies were “on the front line of the diplomatic battlefield,” Prosor wrote on X in response to the arrest.
German Justice Minister Marco Buschmann echoed these concerns, saying there is a “very serious threat” of Islamist extremism in his country.
“Israeli facilities are particularly often the target of terrorists,” Buschmann wrote on X, pointing to last month’s shooting near the Israeli consulate in Munich, during which an 18-year-old Austrian national opened fire at the Israeli consulate and a nearby museum documenting the city’s Nazi past before police officers shot and killed him.
German authorities are investigating whether the Munich attack was driven by terrorist or anti-Semitic motives, since it took place on Sept. 5, the 52nd anniversary of the massacre of 11 members of Israel’s Olympic team during the 1972 Summer Games in Munich. Austrian authorities have also said that the perpetrator was known to have been “religiously radicalized.”
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, meanwhile, took the Oct. 19 arrest as an opportunity to urge the Bundesrat—the upper chamber of the German parliament—to approve his legislative package aimed at countering Islamic extremism and tightening the country’s asylum system.
Part of the security package was approved by the lower chamber of the German parliament, the Bundestag, on Friday.
The package of laws seeks to implement fast-track deportations for foreigners convicted of serious crimes. It would also make it a deportable offense to publicly express approval of terrorism, including posting or “liking” pro-terrorist content on social media.
The package proposes stricter measures for asylum seekers, such as reducing social benefits for those who had previously been registered in another EU country. Refugees returning to their home country, except in cases like attending a parent’s funeral, could also lose their protection.
There are also measures that would toughen Germany’s already strict weapon laws. For example, a provision would ban knives at festivals, sports events, and other public events, with exceptions in the catering sector.
Scholz proposed the changes in the wake of two separate knife attacks by suspected Islamist extremists that claimed four lives.
In one case in May, an Afghan immigrant fatally stabbed a police officer in Mannheim at a rally organized by counter-jihad group Pax Europa. In the second, a Syrian asylum seeker, who had pledged allegiance to ISIS, killed three people and injured eight others in Solingen’s market square in August.
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Far West NSW Faces Prolonged Power Outages Amid Generator Failure
Authorities will implement planned outages to maintain the generator’s performance.
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[image: Far West NSW Faces Prolonged Power Outages Amid Generator Failure]A general view of the regional town of Broken Hill in New South Wales, Australia, on Sept. 24, 2021. Jenny Evans/Getty Images
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Residents in the far west of New South Wales (NSW) are bracing for extended power outages after a critical generator failure, which comes after severe weather that brought down key transmission towers in the area.
The outage is expected to continue till late evening on Oct. 22.
The outage, which began at 5 p.m. on Oct 21, has left Broken Hill and several surrounding properties without electricity, causing significant disruptions to daily life.
Meanwhile as per the NSW government, a planned outage is set for Oct. 23, during the same hours.
Six schools in the region have been closed, and thousands of residents are being urged to minimise power use.
Transgrid’s executive general manager, Marie Jordan, explained that the generator powering the region had overheated and shut down.
“We had anticipated being able to start repairs last night, but the actual heat and carbon monoxide inside the generator delayed our ability to even get in and inspect it,” Jordan told ABC Broken Hill.
Despite having two generators to power Broken Hill, only one remains operational after the other, which had recently undergone a service, unexpectedly malfunctioned.
She further explained that eight additional generators are en route, with plans to provide six megawatts of power by Oct. 22, and another six the day after.
In a statement issued on Oct. 20, the NSW government announced a series of planned outages to allow for essential maintenance of the large-scale backup generator.
These planned outages are necessary to maintain the generator’s performance, with the first scheduled for tonight, cutting power from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. Australian Central Daylight Time (ACDT).
The affected areas include Broken Hill, Tibooburra, Wilcannia, Menindee, White Cliffs, and other nearby communities. Residents are encouraged to provide their mobile phone numbers to electricity retailers so they can receive text message updates about the outages.
Transgrid is currently working on constructing temporary towers to replace the damaged ones, but the project could take weeks to complete.
In the meantime, households and businesses are urged to minimise their electricity usage between 5:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. each evening to reduce strain on the generator. Simple measures, such as turning off non-essential appliances and limiting air conditioning, can help alleviate demand.
Despite the challenging conditions, efforts by the community to reduce power consumption have allowed the generator to maintain electricity supply for the Far West region during peak periods. Essential Energy is working to install additional generators in the coming days to strengthen power supply to the affected areas.
The NSW government is coordinating an emergency response across various agencies and is working closely with Transgrid and Essential Energy to resolve the crisis. Travellers are advised to avoid the affected areas unless absolutely necessary, as the situation remains fluid.
Residents are encouraged to stay updated with power restoration efforts and take necessary precautions during the scheduled outages.
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[image: Retail Pharmacy Sales Trends Show Much Higher Price Increases Than the CPI Indicates]A Walgreens store in Bradenton, Fla., is shown on Feb. 9, 2024. AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File




By Michael Wilkerson
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




Commentary
Walgreens Boots Alliance (Walgreens), the publicly listed, “integrated healthcare, pharmacy and retail” company, just announced its annual and fourth quarter financial results. The details provide a further clue as to just how disconnected the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ (BLS) Consumer Price Index (CPI) statistics appear from the real-world inflation ravaging American households.
Walgreens reported that comparable U.S. pharmacy sales were up 11.7 percent for the quarter, while comparable U.S. prescriptions filled were up only 2.5 percent. This implies that Walgreens was able to increase price by as much as 9.2 percent in the quarter, assuming limited effects of product mix shift. At the same, time, according to the BLS, CPI prescription drug prices were up an average of only 2.2 percent in the same period.
For background, I wrote last year that there was “increasing evidence to support the suspicion that CPI does not represent the actual inflation that Americans face.” The article illustrated several industry sectors, including education, medical care, housing, electricity, and food, for which private sector data belied the CPI numbers and pointed to much higher inflation.
Based on an analysis of Walgreens’s sales results over the past three years, the rise in prescription drug prices may prove to be another example of CPI substantially understating the price inflation that American consumers face each day.
According to the BLS, prescription drug inflation has averaged only 2.2 percent since January 2022. This is nearly 60 percent lower than overall inflation (headline CPI), which has averaged 5.2 percent during this period. While headline CPI has ranged from as high as 9.1 percent in June 2022 to a low of 2.4 percent in September 2024, prescription drug prices, according to BLS data, have inflated in a narrow band, between 0.3 percent and 3.8 percent depending on the month. This is notable given that the U.S. imports the majority of its pharmaceutical products from countries including Ireland, Germany, Switzerland, and China. In 2022, China accounted for nearly 8 percent of “drugs dosed and ready for use by American consumers and hospitals,” up from 1 percent in 2020. With the dollar strengthening by over 10 percent since 2021, these products should have become—all else equal—less expensive in dollar terms, not more.
But the real mystery is, why does inflation in prescription drugs appear so much lower in the CPI data than it does in retailers’ sales results? Walgreens illustrates the point.
For Walgreens, comparable U.S. pharmacy sales have grown at an average of 7.3 percent since the end of 2021. Cumulatively, this implies a three-year comparable sales growth of 26 percent. Sales increases come only three ways: more transactions, mix shift into higher-value products, or higher prices. Walgreens’s growth in comparable number of prescriptions filled (i.e., transactions) has been essentially flat, averaging less than 1 percent. Assuming that the type of drug ordered by the average Walgreens customer hasn’t changed that much, then the vast majority of Walgreens’s U.S. pharmacy sales increase has come from price increases. Walgreens has repeatedly noted in its quarterly earnings releases that sales are “benefiting from higher branded drug inflation.” If there has been no mix shift (there may have been some), then prescription drug price inflation has averaged 6.4 percent over three years, or 26 percent in total. This is more than 4 percent higher per year than what the CPI implies for average prescription drug inflation (2.2. percent).
What the retailer is collecting at the pharmacy counter may not reflect the ultimate price paid by the consumer. For example, the Inflation Reduction Act requires pharma companies to rebate Medicare when drug prices increase faster than the rate of inflation. In this case, the retailer is benefiting at the cost of the U.S. taxpayer. How this and other adjustments get incorporated, if at all, into the black box of CPI is anyone’s guess.
One of the BLS’s favorite tools to modify the CPI data is so-called “hedonic quality adjustments.” This magic wand allows the CPI to adjust for “changing product quality within some CPI item samples,” or to swap out one product for another, less expensive item in the index. This is a completely subjective exercise that allows the model—and implied inflation—to be massaged downward at will.
A rummage through the details of Walgreens’s financial results provides an anecdotal, not comprehensive or clinical, view of the loss of consumer purchasing power resulting from inflation. It is flawed (e.g., unknown mix shift) and would not stand in a court of law. Nonetheless, it is yet another of many confirmations of what Americans know intuitively. All is not as it appears in the CPI, and inflation continues to run hotter than officially reported.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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[image: John Robson: Fashion’s Obsession With Novelty Means It’s Bound to Veer Into the Absurd]Women at a hair salon in Brazil, circa 1960. Archive Photos/Getty Images




By John Robson
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




Commentary
Apparently, bodies are being worn skeletally thin these days or something. I’m inclined to “or something,” having roamed the streets and supermarkets. But a Washington Post reporter based in Seoul tells us, “In its annual report of yearly procedures for 2023, the American Society of Plastic Surgeons dubbed the new popular look the ‘ballet body.’” Which I suspect is a bit of a faux pas de deux.
Usually when given an opportunity to sauté onto some trendy bandwagon, I respond, “I fear you have mistaken me for someone else.” Including one that arrived in my inbox while typing this paragraph, saying “How to dress like an Italian,” as if (a) there were such a thing, (b) I would succeed if I tried, and (c) I might try. “Buy a nice suit” is more my speed. But there is a lot of it about.
For instance, food trends for 2024 apparently included black garlic, ponzu, spam, and amba. Unless they didn’t. (I had some black garlic, but only because I forgot it at the back of the shelf.) And for 2025, powered by AI (again, not my cup of bubble tea or whatever the in-crowd is now sipping), “2025’s Most Disruptive Food & Beverage Trends” include “Black lime,” “Transparent carbon labelling,” and “Hyper-personalized Nutrition” including “Hormone regulation” for “the post GLP-1 era.”
Or, arguably, microwaved pasta and fish fillets with capers in store-bought mayo. Just saying. I actually doubt a search party could find most such supposed trends even shortly afterward. Including this alleged surge toward “ballet bodies.” The Post says, “Fueled by the rise of the blockbuster GLP-1 drugs, including Ozempic and Wegovy, thinness appears to be making a comeback in the trend cycle.” So is it the post-GLP-1 era or not? Or the “What’s GLP?” era?
The piece started, “The idealized look in the 1980s was muscular and toned (with leg warmers).” Now, if you have leg warmers hidden somewhere and seek to be chic, best hide them better. But surely there’s something to be said for “muscular and toned” as a description, not of a once-cool person but a fit, attractive one at any time. Not because it’s 2024, will be 2025, or was 1985, but because it’s good to be healthy and bad to be ill. Especially so ill that you might be mistaken for a fashion model.
Here, as so often, I invoke G.K. Chesterton, not some TikTok “influencer.” Even before fashion became deliberately ugly, he rebelled against its obsession with novelty premised on denial of truth, including aesthetic. He denounced modern civilization “because it cannot create a custom. It can only create a fashion. Now a fashion is simply something that has failed to be a custom. It is changed as a fashion because it is a failure as a custom. The rich, who are the most restless of mankind, do one thing after another, and prove in the very process that they cannot create anything that is good enough to last. Their succession of fashions is in itself a succession of failures.”
Unlike statues or buildings that continue to inspire down through the ages, “fashion, in the feverish sense that exists to-day, is … a merely destructive thing; indeed, an entirely negative thing. It is as if a man were perpetually carving a statue and smashing it as soon as he carved it.”
Given most modern fashion, one can understand the impulse. And it was bad enough when “fashion” was just clothes, cocktails, or the latest ugly modern art. Now, it’s our bodies, and it involves not just old-tyme unhealthy eating but surgical intervention.
The Post piece, which to be fair was a bit wary, said: “Trends in body shapes – like in clothing and hair – inevitably change. And when trends hit the mainstream, the wealthy and chic seek to do something new.” Then it quoted someone with the American Society of Plastic Surgeons saying that “people don’t want to look like their mom or their grandma.” Why the heck not? Have you seen photos of them from back in the day? And unless someone’s invented new limbs, etc., if it was good enough for Cleopatra and Marc Antony, it should be good enough for us.
Thus, I can’t help thinking that “toned and muscular” remains the ideal, alas not always realized quite as we had fantasized in ourselves or others. Just as I insist, it would have been in 1815, 31 BC, and while shuffling about the tundra baffled that people would one day tear their dyed hair out over it having warmed up, and call a mammoth robe tacky. Unless they’re in fashion this year.
P.S. The Italian thing started, “As I slipped into my Montafia Plaid Hunter Green Suit.” As usual, they had mistaken me for someone else. Possibly one capable of executing a jeté with the aid of a plastic surgeon.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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[image: The Life of Fry Cook]Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump uses a frier while an employee looks on during a visit to McDonald's in Feasterville-Trevose, Pa., on Oct. 20, 2024. Doug Mills/The New York Times via AP, Pool




By Jeffrey A. Tucker
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




Commentary
On a radio interview the other day, the topic of being a fry cook came up. This is because on the campaign trail, Donald Trump has tried his hand at the job in response to Kamala Harris’s claim to have worked at McDonald’s as a fry cook. This practice has to be a good thing. We need more politicians to sample what it is like to have such jobs and acquire such skills.
I’ve long had a deep admiration for fry cooks, mostly due to my personal history. Following a long period working as department-store maintenance, a busboy at a steakhouse, and then with a catering company as a dishwasher, I landed a job with a locally owned fish restaurant which was both dine in and to go. The specialty was fried fish and a funny fried biscuit called the hot puff, which was served with honey.
My job was to bus tables. It was not easy because there were long lines of customers waiting to sit down. I stood by the swinging doors going to and from the kitchen with a bucket. The instant customers stood up to leave, I would sweep in to collect plates, flatware, and glasses. They went into the bucket.
Then I took a hot wet cloth and scrubbed the table, finishing with a spray of a product. I would place the salt, pepper, and napkin holders back in their spot, and the next people would be seated. This often involved refilling the honey dispenser, carefully without spilling any.
The key was a careful scrub of the table. It turns out that people can be extremely messy with honey, especially kids. It was often smeared all over the table, which is why the cloth had to be very hot. It was absolutely crucial to clean up every spot, leaving no hint of stickiness anywhere. If the next customer sat down and found a sticky mess, they would likely feel disgust and would be less likely to return. For this reason, I felt like I had the most important job in the restaurant.
If the customer line would recede, I would go to the kitchen and work on the dishes, which were forever piling up. The water was scalding hot so one had to wear very heavy rubber gloves that came up past the elbow. When all those jobs were done, it was my responsibility to keep the sinks scrubbed and gleaming and all the plates carefully stacked. In this, I would usually work with one or two others.
Some fifteen feet away from the sinks were the deep fryers. I recall we had perhaps four of them, with one person stationed at each. This is because nearly everything we sold was fried. The oil was deep, incredibly hot, and everyone who worked there had scars to show for it. There was an injury every few days. The guys were proud of that. Quite simply, it was a very dangerous job and I could easily observe the derring-do culture of the guys who worked there. They were forever cracking jokes and fussing with the tools and tasks.
How can I put this? Their job was so much more awesome than mine. It required more skill, more bravery, more attentiveness, and even more speed. The fish seemed easier than the hot puff because they merely had to be submerged in the roiling oil. The fresh biscuits immediately floated to the top so they had to be flipped with special tools. This is when the oil splattered and landed in various spots. I would watch in amazement at their timing and skill. The volume was also very impressive. People would routinely order two pieces of fish and half a dozen hot puffs which the customer would fill with honey for a pass-out-after treat.
The fry cooks always marveled that people ate those things. In the raw form, the biscuits came in long tubes that had to be unwrapped and then banged on the counter, making a loud pop. They would be separated and put in the fryer one by one, and the cook had to have a good eye as the color turned from white to brown. They absorb an astounding amount of grease, which was once demonstrated to me by smashing a cooked one between two stacks of paper napkins. It’s astounding that people would eat that stuff!
In order to work around all this food, I had to obtain a food handler’s license. This involved a day of training that included watching a film, one of the grossest I’ve ever seen. A guy goes to the bathroom and pops a zit. He wipes his hands on the towel hanging there. A customer comes in and washes his hands and transfers the bacteria to his hands and goes to the kitchen to handle food. That germ is then transferred to the food which is served. Everyone in the restaurant gets poisoned. I was so shocked by the film that I went through a full year of germophobia.
In any case, I was so proud of my food handler’s license, my first real credential, which I obtained at the young age of 14. It entitled me to get any job at any place that served food. That said, I never made it to the status of a fry cook. Maybe I was too young or maybe too good at washing dishes. Instead of sticking around, I eventually changed jobs and ended up in a men’s store, and then embedded myself in that industry.
In any case, I never lost my admiration of the fry cook. In later years, I bought a fry baby for home and tried to use it. It was too much trouble, so I learned to fry using just an iron skillet and a bucket of lard. There has never been a time when while frying that I do not think back on those days in the fish restaurant, always with a winsome sense that I could have been a contender.
Years later, it became fashionable to fry turkeys at Thanksgiving. Maybe it still is. Talk about danger! My father, brother, and I went out to the alleyway with a huge steel pot with a butane-burning flame underneath. We filled the pot with several gallons of oil and let it heat up. Then we got a long stick with a hook that held the uncooked turkey. Carefully while standing far away from the pot, we lowered the turkey into the oil.
To our astonishment, the scalding hot oil shot up high into the air, creating the craziest, greasiest, and most dangerous mess I’ve ever seen. The thing cooked for only 10 or 15 minutes (maybe) and it was done. In the end, the result was... a fried turkey. Sure, it was fine, but we never did it again. Part of the reason: afterwards, we threw the large pot away rather than attempt to clean it. Despite the scene and the adventure of the whole process, it simply proved not to be worth it. But, hey, at least I have the memory!
Maybe you own a fry baby. Hats off to you! I hope when you fry, you eschew all these terrible oils you can find in the store, from corn oil to peanut oil (which is not from a nut but a legume). The only oils you should be using for your own health is animal fat. My choice has always been lard, which was popular before it came to be rationed in World War II, but others prefer tallow. Tallow was what McDonald’s used for its fries before the early 1980s, which is why they were so beloved.
I bought some tallow from the health-food store last month and it nearly broke the bank, even if it was truly delicious. Maybe you can find a cheaper version.
I wish all candidates the best of luck taking on the arduous and scary task of becoming a fry cook. Here’s the thing you can know for sure: in so doing, they will learn a valuable skill that people genuinely appreciate. The same cannot be said for most of what politicians do.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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[image: CCP Elders Demand Clarity on Xi’s Successor Amid Economic Turmoil]China's Premier Li Qiang (R) speaks during the 26th ASEAN-China Summit at the 43rd ASEAN Summit in Jakarta on Sept. 6, 2023. Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool/AFP via Getty Images




By Zhong Yuan and Olivia Li
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




Commentary
We might be witnessing the most challenging and tumultuous period for the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) since it came to power, with leadership succession becoming a pressing topic.
Insiders recently disclosed that Party elders called for a more defined succession system during the Third Plenum in July. The CCP holds the planning session every five years or so to decide on major economic and social policies.
CCP leader Xi Jinping is now under immense pressure, not only from the Party elders but, more importantly, from the continuing decline of the Chinese economy, which includes issues such as the stock market slump, the real estate crisis, and local debt problems. Internationally, he also faces significant challenges, from foreign trade and exports to the fallout from his support for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, where he has invested considerable effort, money, and resources.
Faced with demands from Party elders, Xi himself may be reluctant to name a successor at this stage, but he can no longer ignore them. This gives hope to those who see themselves as potential successors.
Since the CCP’s founding, its leaders have typically come from the Politburo Standing Committee. Following this tradition, Premier Li Qiang, as the second-ranking member, seems poised to succeed Xi. Beyond this nominal status, however, Li lacks substantial advantages, and there is no guarantee of support from the Party elders.
Retired members of the Jiang faction, also known as the Shanghai clique, who are allies of the now-deceased former CCP leader Jiang Zemin, may oppose Li relentlessly because, in his previous role as the Shanghai mayor, he undermined their influence in Shanghai at Xi’s behest.
Moreover, Li’s lack of experience in the central government means he lacks crucial connections in Beijing.
[image: Cai Qi (R) attends a meeting on the "Olympic Winter Games Beijing 2022" in Beijing on June 13, 2017. (Yifan Ding/Getty Images)]Cai Qi (R) attends a meeting on the "Olympic Winter Games Beijing 2022" in Beijing on June 13, 2017. Yifan Ding/Getty Images



In contrast, Cai Qi, the director of the CCP General Office and the fifth-ranking member of the Politburo Standing Committee, has spent the past year acquiring more titles and control over key committees, making it unlikely that he would accept Li as a superior.
Xi should still have a say in the succession, but managing the rivalry between Li and Cai will be a major challenge for him.
[image: Ding Xuexiang, a Central Committee Political Bureau member, is introduced as a new member of the Chinese Communist Party's Politburo Standing Committee at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Oct. 23, 2022. (Wang Zhao/AFP via Getty Images)]Ding Xuexiang, a Central Committee Political Bureau member, is introduced as a new member of the Chinese Communist Party's Politburo Standing Committee at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Oct. 23, 2022. Wang Zhao/AFP via Getty Images



Ding Xuexiang, 62, the first vice premier and the sixth-ranking member of the Politburo Standing Committee, appears to be a potential successor arranged by Xi. By keeping Ding on the Standing Committee, Xi appears to be deliberately positioning him as a viable candidate for succession. Although Ding has less experience and no background in local governance, Xi may have thought his relatively young age positioned him as a suitable candidate when Xi originally intended to rule for life.
Ding, having closely followed Xi and run the Central Office, is well-acquainted with infighting among CCP members and likely has many high-level officials’ secrets in his hands—though gaining acceptance from the Party elders remains a hurdle.
This scenario indicates that none of the Politburo members currently possess a decisive advantage over their rivals, creating a tense atmosphere.
They must also remain vigilant against emerging dark horses, including former Politburo member Hu Chunhua. Once a candidate favored by the faction of former CCP leader Hu Jintao, Hu Chunhua enjoys an age advantage and may attract support from certain elders.
On Oct. 8, an article by Hu Chunhua was prominently featured in various state media outlets. As vice chairman of the Political Consultative Conference, he advocated that the political advisory body should adhere to Xi’s directives. The article aimed to express loyalty and increase visibility, indicating that Hu believes he can compete for the CCP’s top leadership position. However, returning to the Politburo and advancing to the Standing Committee are essential steps toward his ambitions.
The outcome will likely depend on the decisions of the top echelons of the CCP, including the retired Party elders. This group is obsessed with the privileges and benefits they have secured for themselves, and they will undoubtedly fight to keep the CCP in power.
Thus, amid the current crisis, the most pressing issue facing the CCP may no longer be Xi’s fate or the balance of power but rather the direction the Party should take in the next stage—how to overcome its current predicament and who can lead the Party out of this crisis.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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By The Associated Press
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




U.S. stocks pulled back from their all-time highs as some of the steam came out of Wall Street’s long, record-breaking rally.
The S&P 500 fell 0.2 percent Monday, coming off its sixth straight winning week, its longest such streak of the year. The Dow Jones Industrial Average lost 0.8 percent from its own record that was likewise set on Friday, while the Nasdaq composite rose 0.3 percent.
Crude oil prices rose to regain some of last week’s sharp losses, while U.S. Treasury yields climbed in the bond market and stock indexes mostly fell in Europe after finishing mixed in Asia.
On Monday:
The S&P 500 fell 10.69 points, or 0.2 percent, to 5,853.98.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 344.31 points, or 0.8 percent, to 43,931.60.
The Nasdaq composite rose 50.45 points, or 0.3 percent, to 18,540.
The Russell 2000 index of smaller companies fell 36.38 points, or 1.6 percent, to 2,239.71.
For the year:
The S&P 500 is up 1,084.15 points, or 22.7 percent.
The Dow is up 5,242.06 points, or 13.9 percent.
The Nasdaq is up 3,528.65 points, or 23.5 percent.
The Russell 2000 is up 212.64 points, or 10.5 percent.
The Epoch Times copyright © 2024. The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors. They are meant for general informational purposes only and should not be construed or interpreted as a recommendation or solicitation. The Epoch Times does not provide investment, tax, legal, financial planning, estate planning, or any other personal finance advice. The Epoch Times holds no liability for the accuracy or timeliness of the information provided.
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[image: Disney Appoints Morgan Stanley’s Gorman as Chairman, Plans for New CEO in 2026]James Gorman, chairman and CEO of Morgan Stanley, at an event in Hong Kong on Nov. 7, 2023. Tyrone Siu/Reuters




By Wim De Gent
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




The House of the Mouse just announced that James Gorman will serve as its next chairman of the board starting January 2025, and that a new CEO will be appointed in 2026.
Gorman will leave his executive role at investment bank Morgan Stanley at the end of the year to succeed Mark Parker, who is leaving to focus on Nike after serving on Disney’s board for nine years.
Gorman is no stranger to Disney: he is currently presiding over Disney Board’s succession planning committee, which is working to identify and prepare the next CEO.
“James Gorman is an esteemed leader who has become an invaluable voice on the Disney Board since joining earlier this year,” Disney CEO Bob Iger said in a statement on Monday.
“The Disney board has benefited tremendously from James Gorman’s expertise and guidance, and we are lucky to have him as our next chairman—particularly as the board continues to move forward with the succession process.”
Gorman has previous succession planning experience, as he oversaw the process at Morgan Stanley to much acclaim.
“Drawing on his vast experience, James is expertly guiding the extensive search process for a new CEO, which remains a top priority for the Board,” Parker said.
In the statement, Gorman said he expects to be naming the new company CEO in “early 2026.”
In addition to Gorman, all members of Disney’s succession planning committee have direct experience in CEO and senior leadership succession planning for Fortune 500 companies.
The committee met six times in fiscal 2024, and is working closely with the full board on the substance of the decisions to be made, the company said.
Gorman, 66, joined Morgan Stanley in 2006 and was named vice-president just one year later. He went on to serve as its CEO from 2010 to 2023, and as chairman from 2012 to 2023.
Currently, the Walt Disney Company is being run by 73-year-old Bob Iger, the former CEO who returned to his executive role in late 2022 to help the ailing business after it had ousted Iger’s handpicked successor, Bob Chapek.
[image: Disney Executive Chairman Bob Iger attends the Exclusive 100-Minute Sneak Peek of Peter Jackson's "The Beatles: Get Back" at El Capitan Theatre in Hollywood, Calif., on Nov. 18, 2021. (Charley Gallay/Getty Images for Disney)]Disney Executive Chairman Bob Iger attends the Exclusive 100-Minute Sneak Peek of Peter Jackson's "The Beatles: Get Back" at El Capitan Theatre in Hollywood, Calif., on Nov. 18, 2021. Charley Gallay/Getty Images for Disney



Though Iger returned as interim CEO, Disney has since extended his contract.
Iger was Disney’s public face for 15 years, compiling a string of victories lauded in the entertainment industry and by Disney fans, before he retired in 2020.
Gorman said that by naming Disney’s next CEO in 2026, it “will allow ample time for a successful transition before the conclusion of Bob Iger’s contract in December 2026.”
Disney is considering both internal and external candidates for the CEO position. Internal candidates participate in a preparation process that includes mentorship from Iger, external coaching, and engagement with all board directors.
Shares of the company moved downward 67 cents to $96.62 in the day’s trading following the announcement.
Disney will announce its fourth quarter financial results on Nov. 14.
The Associated Press contributed to this article.
From NTD News
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The pending sale of homes in the United States increased last month as a decline in interest rates encouraged buyers to sign contracts, according to real estate brokerage Redfin.
The pending home sales index measures the number of home sales contracts that have been signed but have yet to be closed. The closing process typically takes up to two months to complete. Investors use the index to gauge the nation’s economic status and predict future home sales.
For September, pending sales rose 2.5 percent from August, the biggest monthly jump since January 2023.
On a yearly basis, sales rose 3.1 percent from September 2023, the largest annual increase since May 2021, according to an Oct. 18 Redfin press release.
Elijah de la Campa, senior economist at Redfin, called the September data an indication that buyers and sellers are willing to enter the housing market provided the “conditions are right.”
“Most buyers who went under contract last month did so when mortgage rates were falling and before two major hurricanes devastated much of the South. We’re closely watching October data to see whether the recent increase in rates and widespread devastation from the storms causes the market to slow back down,” he said in a statement.
The average 30-year fixed-rate mortgage rate fell from a peak of 7.22 percent in early May to a low of 6.08 percent for the week ending Sept. 25, according to Freddie Mac data. It has edged up to 6.44 percent since Oct. 17.
Sam Khater, chief economist at Freddie Mac, said in an Oct. 17 press release that mortgage rates rose for the third consecutive week. However, he said rates are more than one percentage point lower than a year ago, thus benefiting buyers.
Redfin pointed out that many prospective buyers entered the market expecting the Federal Reserve’s recent rate cut to result in a mortgage rate slump. However, rates rose since the market had already priced in this decision.
While the Fed is expected to reduce its rates further by an additional 25 points next month, the Redfin report predicts that this move will not significantly impact mortgage rates.
De la Campa advised buyers not to attempt to time the market.
“There are a lot of swing factors, like the upcoming jobs report and the presidential election, that could cause the housing market to take unexpected twists and turns,” he said.
“If you find a house you love and can afford to buy it, now’s not a bad time. Mortgage rates are still down from their peak, and buyers in some areas are able to negotiate because homes have been sitting on the market.”Mortgage Rates and Affordability
According to Zillow’s September 2024 market report, the decline in mortgage rates presents an attractive opportunity for buyers.
“For a buyer who could have afforded the mortgage payment on a typical home in May, mortgage rates falling to a two-year low of 6.08 percent in late September meant a boost of more than $40,000 in buying power over the past four months,” the report reads.
“That helps more buyers clear the affordability hurdle, and means buyers already in the market are able to access more homes.”
The return of sellers lifted inventories and eased competitive pressure, Zillow noted. Out of the 50 biggest metros in the United States, 10 are now considered buyers’ markets, all of which are in Texas, Florida, Tennessee, Georgia, and Louisiana, according to the report.
The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) points out in a report that almost 60 percent of the more than 50 million active mortgages have interest rates below 4 percent; given the high interest rate environment, these homeowners may feel “locked in.”
The decline in interest rates has proven to be a boon for many borrowers who took mortgages at high rates. “As interest rates eased down to 6.5 percent, about 2.5 million borrowers could already refinance and save at least 75 basis points (0.75 percent) on their interest rate,” the report reads.
“A reduction in rate from 7.25 percent to 6.5 percent would result in a $200 monthly savings on a $400,000 loan with a similar term. If interest rates fall to 5.5 percent, more than 7 million borrowers can potentially refinance, and over 5 million of these refi candidates got their mortgages in the past three years.”
Realtor.com expects the mortgage rate to be in the low 6 percent range by the end of this year and to move further down into the upper 5 percent range by the end of 2025.
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47 Percent of Income Tax Collections Dedicated to US Interest Payments
Gross interest payments were the second-highest U.S. budgetary item in fiscal year 2024.
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Nearly half of individual income tax revenues in fiscal year 2024 were dedicated to paying interest on the national debt, new Treasury Department data show.
According to the Final Monthly Treasury Statement, the federal government registered the third-highest budget deficit in the nation’s history, exceeding $1.83 trillion for fiscal year 2024, an increase of 8 percent from fiscal year 2023.
The U.S. government borrowed, on average, $5 billion per day.
Social Security was the top spending item, soaring to $1.461 trillion. This was followed by health care ($912 billion), Medicare ($874 billion), national defense ($874 billion), and income security ($671 billion).
Gross interest—payments on debt held by the public as well as intragovernmental payments—was Washington’s second-largest budgetary item, topping $1.133 trillion. This came in just below the Treasury’s full-year fiscal estimate of about $1.157 trillion.
In addition, net interest costs—the federal government’s interest payments offset by interest income—were $882 billion.
As the national debt continues to rise and interest rates remain elevated, gross and net interest costs are swallowing a sizable share of federal revenues—and GDP.
Tax receipts hit a record $4.918 trillion in fiscal year 2024, while the U.S. economy surpassed $29 trillion, on an annual basis, in the second quarter.
In context, gross interest payments accounted for approximately one-quarter of all federal revenues and 47 percent of all individual income tax collections, which reached $2.426 trillion.
That’s an average of $3,400 in interest charges per American for the year. On a per-taxpayer basis, the average amount is about $6,800.
Over the past year, various organizations have been sounding the alarm about mounting interest payments that are poised to consume a growing portion of federal revenues.Future of US Interest Payments
According to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), net interest charges will consume about 20 percent of revenues over the next decade.
The nonpartisan budget watchdog estimated that annual net interest payments would be above $1 trillion and eventually surge to $1.71 trillion. Cumulatively, net interest costs will total $13 trillion.
These estimates are comparable to the White House’s fiscal year 2025 budget blueprint.
Researchers at the Peter G. Peterson Foundation noted in September that net interest costs relative to the size of the U.S. economy will continue rising in the coming decade.
After the final Treasury Department’s budget numbers were released, net interest costs were the equivalent of 3.06 percent of the national economy, the highest ratio since 1995.
The fiscal organization projects this will rise to 4 percent in 2034, firmly above the all-time high of 3.2 percent registered in 1991.
Gross interest costs already equal approximately 4 percent of U.S. GDP.
This, the group says, creates a “vicious cycle of borrowing, interest, and higher debt.”
“Rising interest rates and growing national debt cause federal interest costs to rise. And interest costs, in turn, contribute to the growth of federal spending—continuing a vicious cycle of borrowing, interest, and higher debt,” the Peter G. Peterson Foundation stated in a paper.
Interest charges could also prevent public investments in other areas, such as infrastructure and education. In addition, the CBO projects that every dollar of deficit-financed spending trims private investment by $0.33.
“If unaddressed, the growing borrowing costs will pose significant challenges for our nation’s fiscal future,” it said.National Debt Eyes $36 Trillion
The national debt reached the $35 trillion milestone three months ago, and the federal government is already close to hitting the next milestone: $36 trillion.
According to the Treasury’s Debt to the Penny dashboard (which provides operational data), Washington has borrowed nearly $770 billion since July 26.
The White House forecasts that public debt will exceed $45 trillion by 2034 and that annual trillion-dollar deficits will become the new normal. The budget shows that debt held by the public will equal the economy’s entire output as of fiscal year 2025.
David Rosenberg, the founder and president of Rosenberg Research & Associates, suggests that the recent movement in the global bond market is hinting to policymakers that “we have hit a breaking point” on the debt front.
“The bond market seems to be sending a message to fiscal policymakers both in the U.S. and abroad that we have hit a breaking point with global public sector debt rapidly approaching the $100 trillion mark,” Rosenberg stated in a post on social media platform X.
Despite the Federal Reserve cutting interest rates and signaling more cuts over the next two years, U.S. Treasury yields have rallied since the end of September.
The benchmark 10-year Treasury yield reached 4.17 percent during the Oct. 21 trading session, up by more than 50 basis points since the central bank followed through on a half-point rate cut, the first since the onset of the pandemic.
In 2023, Fitch Ratings and Moody’s downgraded the U.S. credit-rating outlook, citing large fiscal deficits and a drop in debt affordability.
“The rating downgrade of the United States reflects the expected fiscal deterioration over the next three years, a high and growing general government debt burden, and the erosion of governance relative to ‘AA’ and ‘AAA’ rated peers over the last two decades that has manifested in repeated debt limit standoffs and last-minute resolutions,” Fitch analysts stated in August 2023.
Neither U.S. presidential candidate has made the national debt a central element of their 2024 campaigns.
Polling data suggest, however, that voters are paying attention to the debt and deficit.
A recent Peter G. Peterson Foundation poll found that nine out of 10 voters across the seven swing states wanted candidates to have a plan to address the national debt. This included 97 percent of Trump voters, 95 percent of Harris voters, and 95 percent of undecided voters.
“The national debt is a critical campaign issue for voters in the decisive swing states,” Michael A. Peterson, the organization’s CEO, said in a statement. “Not only do these key voters overwhelmingly want to hear candidates put forward a plan, they connect America’s fiscal outlook to key economic priorities including reducing inflation, lowering interest rates, and protecting programs like Medicare and Social Security.”
According to a new Bankrate survey, 3 percent of adults listed the deficit as their top economic issue.
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Jon Moeller, chairman of the board and president and CEO of P&G, focused on the company’s organic sales, which rose 2 percent for the quarter.
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Inflation for essential consumer goods is easing.
That’s according to Procter & Gamble Company’s (P&G) financial Fiscal Year 2025 First Quarter report, released last week.
The manufacturer of brand-name consumer goods, including Tide, Ariel, Pampers, Dawn, Gillette, and Oral-B, which for many households are indispensable, reported a moderate 1 percent price hike for its beauty, grooming, and health care products and no price hikes for fabric and home care and baby, feminine, and family care products.
That’s a significant change from a year ago, when P&G reported upper single-digit price hikes across most of its product categories: grooming (9 percent increase), beauty (8 percent increase), health care (6 percent increase), fabric and home care (6 percent increase), and baby, feminine, and family care (8 percent increase).
P&G’s moderate price hikes for the first quarter of its fiscal year are below the recent headline inflation numbers. For instance, the U.S. Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose at an annual rate of 2. 5 percent in August and 2.4 percent in September.
Still, the higher prices slowed the company’s sales volume, with beauty product sales taking the most significant hit, down 2 percent, followed by baby, feminine, and family care products, down 1 percent.
Sales were feeble in China due to a balance-sheet recession driven by falling asset prices. It has been putting pressure on consumer spending growth.
Moderate price hikes and slowed sales translated into an overall 1 percent decline in P&G’s net sales and a 12 percent decline in diluted earnings per share (EPS) for the quarter.
However, Jon Moeller, chairman of the board and president and CEO of P&G, focused on the company’s organic sales, which rose 2 percent for the quarter.
“Our organic sales growth, earnings, and cash results in the first quarter keep us on track to deliver within our guidance ranges on all key financial metrics for the fiscal year,” he said in a press release accompanying the release of the company’s financials.
In addition, Moeller reiterated P&G’s commitment to branded supercity and a business strategy of growth value creation for customers.
“We remain committed to our integrated growth strategy of a focused product portfolio of daily use categories where performance drives brand choice, superiority—across product performance, packaging, brand communication, retail execution, and consumer and customer value—productivity, constructive disruption, and an agile and accountable organization,” he said. “We have confidence this remains the right strategy to deliver balanced growth and value creation.”
John Haywood, president and co-founder of Haywood Wealth Management, sees a mixed picture in P&G’s first-quarter 2025 earnings report.
On the positive side, he joins the company’s chairman in pointing to the 2 percent organic sales growth rather than overall sales, adding that most of that growth comes from the core North American market, where sales rose by 4 percent.
In addition, Haywood focuses on P&G’s “core” rather than the diluted EPS, which rose 5 percent, to $1.93, and on the $4.4 billion the company returned to shareholders.
On the negative side, he sees some challenges reflected in the report. One of them is the company’s flat revenue. “Revenue for first quarter 2025 was flat at $21.7 billion, while net income dropped by 11 percent compared to the same quarter last year,” he told the Epoch Times via email.
“Greater China continues to face difficulties, with a 15 percent decline in organic sales, and commodity cost headwinds are expected to affect the company’s fiscal outlook.”
The other challenge is the company’s optimistic expectations. “P&G has maintained its guidance, anticipating core EPS growth of 5 percent to 7 percent for fiscal 2025, but external risks, particularly in Asia-Pacific and the Middle East, could weigh on future results,” he added. “The report also highlights growing concerns about potential deceleration in P&G’s historically strong markets like North America and Europe.”
Haywood thinks P&G’s financial results point to strength in certain regions, but he challenges remaining, particularly in China and commodity costs.
Anthony Miyazaki, a brand strategist and professor of marketing at Florida International University, finds P&G’s latest earnings report “interesting,” because it reflects consumer resilience—the willingness of most consumers to continue to buy the company’s products at elevated prices.
“This isn’t particularly surprising in the P&G case because many of their brands are considered to have long-term loyalty among their target audiences,” he told The Epoch Times via email. “Brand loyal consumers may complain about inflated prices but refrain from brand switching. What many may think are commodity products are often in the minds of the consumers not interchangeable with competing brands.”
Still, Miyazaki believes there’s always a limit to what companies with a strong brand such as P&G can charge for their products. But he thinks that limit has yet to be reached.
“Many analysts will suggest that consumers are unhappy with the elevated prices, but history has shown us many times over that when people continue to buy, it’s a sign that they see sufficient value in the offerings to keep them coming back for more,” he said.
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Once you reach 62, you can apply for the Social Security benefits you have worked for for many years. By using a Social Security benefits calculator, you may have already figured out how much you can expect to get each month once you retire.
If you depend on these benefits to be a significant part of your retirement income, you need to know that you may get less than you think. There are nine states that tax Social Security benefits, meaning you will get less if you live in one of them.
The Government’s Tax on Your Benefits
Before the states can tax your benefits, you may discover that the federal government could also take a chunk of them. Besides the taxes, once you apply for Social Security, if you are younger than your full retirement age, you are limited as to how much income you can make.
Once you make over the 2024 limit of $22,320, the government will reduce your benefits by $1 for every $2 earned over the limit. NerdWallet reveals this limit will be raised to $23,400 in 2025. It means that half of what you earn over the limit will be withheld from your monthly benefits.
The rules on income limits change once you enter the year you reach your full retirement age. In the months before your birthday month, you can earn up to $59,520 per year in 2024, or $4,960 per month. Bankrate says that this limit will be increased in 2025 to $62,160 per year or $5,180 per month. Every dollar you earn above that limit will cause your benefits to be reduced by $1 for every $3 above the limit.
Some States Tax Your Benefits
Each state decides whether to tax your Social Security income, and they set their income limits. Some states also tax other forms of retirement income, such as pension plans, required minimum distributions, and more.
There are however fewer states taxing Social Security benefits than there have been in the past few years. Now, there are only nine states that tax your benefits. They include Colorado, Connecticut, Minnesota, Montana, New Mexico, Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont, and West Virginia.
Taxing your benefits means you may get less than you expect. The new 2025 cost-of-living (COLA) increase may put you into a new tax bracket or cause your income to go above the threshold limit for the year.
Other Taxes to Consider
If you are considering downsizing and retiring in another state, it is a good idea to find out if they tax retirement benefits before moving. Even if they do not, states without this tax will likely make up for it in other taxes, such as property or sales tax, which may be higher than where you live now. The cost of living in the new state may also be higher than where you live now.
Consider the Costs of Health Care
When considering your overall costs during retirement, you must consider possible healthcare costs. Medical costs vary by state, as does long-term care (LTC), with Alaska, Connecticut, Hawaii, Massachusetts, and Minnesota being much higher than other states. RetireGuide states that the national average for LTC is $108,405 per year. Alaska is much higher than other states, costing as much as $378,100 per year.
The least expensive states for LTC are Louisiana, Alabama, Missouri, Arkansas, and Mississippi. The cost of a nursing home (average 2021 prices) with a private room for one year will cost $80,300 in Arkansas, $72,700 in Louisiana, and $71,200 in Missouri. Like other medical costs, these prices increase every year.
Assisted-living costs for a private room range from about half to two-thirds of the cost of nursing home care. In-home health care runs a little more than assisted living in most places.
Medicare does not pay for the cost of long-term care, but may cover up to 100 days of service after you have a hospital stay. Medicaid will cover LTC, but it will be necessary to significantly reduce your income and deplete most of your resources to get the benefit.
Other Factors to Consider
If you plan on moving to another state to retire, consider factors such as job opportunities if you intend to keep working. TheBoomerInsight indicates that job markets are not very strong in some states, but may be strongest in Florida and Texas.
Also, consider how the climate may affect your Social Security benefits if you mainly depend on them. In recent years, more extreme climate events, such as excessive heat (Phoenix and Texas, e.g.), hurricanes (Florida and North Carolina), floods, and wildfires (California), can pose a threat to your limited income.
Beware of COLA Scammers
The Social Security Administration (SSA) has released a warning to Americans receiving Social Security benefits that a scam is occurring concerning the 2025 COLA benefits. The scam notifies benefit recipients that they must submit further information to receive the COLA increase.
It is a scam: it is an attempt to obtain more personal information from you. Benefit recipients automatically receive the COLA increase, and they do not need to do anything to get it. Letters from the SSA will be sent out in December, notifying recipients of the increase.
People dependent on Social Security should consider how the increase in COLA may impact their income. Although it is not a significant increase, it may negatively affect you.
The Epoch Times copyright © 2024. The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors. They are meant for general informational purposes only and should not be construed or interpreted as a recommendation or solicitation. The Epoch Times does not provide investment, tax, legal, financial planning, estate planning, or any other personal finance advice. The Epoch Times holds no liability for the accuracy or timeliness of the information provided.
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By Joy Taylor
From Kiplinger’s Personal Finance
Question: What are the rules for claiming the dependent care credit?
Answer: Expenses for the care of your kids under 13 and other qualifying relatives must be incurred so you can work or look for employment. If you’re taking the credit to help care for a relative who isn’t a qualifying child, such as an aging parent or grandparent, that person needs to have lived with you for more than six months during the year and be unable to care for him or herself.
You figure the credit on Form 2441, where you must also report the caregiver’s tax identification number. The credit is worth 20–35 percent of up to $3,000 in care expenses—$6,000 if you have two or more dependents needing care. That makes the maximum credit for 2024 from $1,050 for one dependent and $2,100 for two or more dependents.
A rare bipartisan Senate bill would raise the dependent care credit. In July, Senators Tim Kaine (D-VA) and Katie Britt (R-AL) introduced legislation to help make childcare more affordable. The bill would increase the top credit to $2,500 for families with one child needing care and to $4,000 for families with two or more dependents. It would also make the credit fully refundable and increase the income phaseout for taking the full credit to $500,000.
Additionally, it would hike the workplace flexible spending account cap. Currently, the maximum dependent care costs that can be funded through a Flexible Spending Account (FSA) are $5,000 per year. The senators propose to increase that amount to $7,500.
This bill doesn’t stand a chance in 2024, but it’s another story next year when many provisions in the 2017 tax reform law expire after 2025.
Question: Who must pay taxes on their Social Security benefits?
Answer: Some people aren’t taxed on their benefits. They include individuals for whom Social Security is the sole or primary source of gross income. Many others unfortunately could owe tax at ordinary income tax rates on up to 50 percent or 85 percent of Social Security benefits, depending on the amount of their provisional income.
Provisional income is generally equal to the combined total of (1) tax-exempt interest, (2) 50 percent of your Social Security benefits and (3) other non-Social-Security income items that make up your adjusted gross income, minus certain deductions and exclusions.
For single filers: If provisional income is less than $25,000, then the benefits are tax-free. If provisional income is between $25,000 and $34,000, then up to 50 percent of benefits is taxable. If provisional income is over $34,000, up to 85 percent is taxed.
For joint filers: If provisional income is less than $32,000, then the benefits are tax-free. If provisional income is between $32,000 and $44,000, then up to half of benefits is taxable. If provisional income is over $44,000, up to 85 percent is taxed.
If you want federal income tax withheld, complete IRS Form W-4V to have 7 percent, 10 percent, 12 percent, or 22 percent of your monthly Social Security benefits taken out.
©2024 The Kiplinger Washington Editors, Inc. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Oklahoma Bank Shut Down by Regulator in 2nd Bank Failure of the Year
All FDIC-insured customer deposits remain safe and have been made available to their owners.
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The First National Bank of Lindsay was forced to cease operations after the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) found the institution to be in a perilous financial position.
The Oklahoma-based First National Bank of Lindsay was shut down on Oct. 18 after the OCC identified “false and deceptive bank records and other information suggesting fraud that revealed depletion of the bank’s capital,” the agency said in an Oct. 18 statement. The OCC is a bureau under the Treasury tasked with regulating and supervising all national banks to ensure that they operate securely.
The OCC found the financial institution to be in an “unsafe or unsound condition to transact business and that the bank’s assets were less than its obligations to its creditors and others,” according to the statement.
The agency appointed the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC) as the receiver for the bank, which then entered into a purchase agreement with the First Bank & Trust Co. to take over the troubled institution, the FDIC said in an Oct. 18 statement.
“No advance notice is given to the public when a financial institution is closed,” the FDIC said in a separate statement.
As a result, the only office of First National Bank of Lindsay will reopen as a branch of First Bank & Trust Co. on Oct. 21. Depositors of First National will automatically become depositors of First Bank.
Services such as bill payments, online banking, debit and credit card transactions, check processing, direct deposits including social security and disability income, overdraft lines of credit, and safety deposit boxes will still be available.
Deposits with First National that have been taken over by First Bank & Trust will continue to be insured by the FDIC.
“All customers of The First National Bank of Lindsay will have access to their insured deposits,” the FDIC stated.
“In addition, based on the estimated recoveries of the failed bank assets, the FDIC will make 50 percent of uninsured funds available to those depositors on Monday, October 21, 2024. This amount could increase as the FDIC sells the assets of the failed bank.”
The FDIC asked customers with accounts of more than $250,000 to contact the agency at 1-866-314-1744 for an appointment to discuss their deposits.
First National reported total assets worth $107.8 million and deposits valued at $97.5 million as of June 30. Roughly $7.1 million in deposits exceeded FDIC insurance limits.
The First National Bank of Lindsay is the second bank to fail in the United States this year, following the Republic First Bank in Philadelphia, according to the FDIC.
Republic First Bank collapsed in late April, with the FDIC arranging for the entity to be taken over by Fulton Financial. Before its collapse, the bank had about $6 billion in assets and $4 billion in deposits as of the end of January.
The two banking collapses this year put at risk more than $6 billion in assets. Last year, there were five failures involving more than $548 billion in assets. In terms of assets involved, 2023 was the biggest year for bank failures since 2001, even beating the 2008 financial crisis.
The current U.S. banking sector turmoil began last year when Silicon Valley Bank (SVB), the 16th-largest bank in the country, collapsed in March 2023. The implosion was the result of depositors rushing to withdraw their funds after the institution suffered big losses in its bond portfolio.
SVB’s failure was followed by the implosion of Signature Bank and First Republic Bank. The crashes triggered concerns about the stability of the U.S. banking sector.
A June 20 report from Klaros Group that analyzed the state of the U.S. banking industry for the first quarter said the sector “continues to be under the same stresses that have triggered recent bank failures: higher rates and looming CRE credit issues.”
These pressures are unevenly distributed, “with some banks quite well positioned and others under greater stress,” Klaros analysts found.
“While many banks are impacted by these pressures, and the need for more capital and consolidation is clear, relatively few banks currently appear to be at risk of failure,” they said.
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Key Boeing Supplier Furloughs About 700 Workers
The decision followed an employee strike that has dragged on for more than a month.
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: Key Boeing Supplier Furloughs About 700 Workers]A strike sign hangs from a post near a Boeing sign as Boeing factory workers and supporters gather on a picket line during the third day of a strike near the entrance to a Boeing production facility in Renton, Washington, on Sept. 15, 2024. David Ryder/Reuters




By Naveen Athrappully
10/21/2024Updated: 10/21/2024




Boeing supplier Spirit AeroSystems is furloughing hundreds of workers, with the company warning that more temporary dismissals and even layoffs could be on the cards.
Since Sept. 13, about 33,000 unionized employees at Boeing have been on strike after workers rejected the company’s proposed pay hike of 25 percent over a four-year period.
On Oct. 18, Spirit AeroSystems announced it will furlough employees “in response to the ongoing strike by Boeing employees represented by the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers [IAM].”
“Effective October 28, Spirit will implement a 21-day furlough for approximately 700 employees working on the 767 and 777 programs,” it said. “These furloughs are in combination with a series of other cost savings measures, including a hiring freeze and travel and overtime restrictions.”
The company pointed out it has built up a “significant inventory buffer” for Boeing 767 and 777 models and that it does not have any more additional storage space. Spirit AeroSystems provides fuselage structure and other components for those aircraft.
If the strike continues beyond November, the company may implement more cost-saving measures, including additional furloughs and layoffs, it said.
“This difficult step was necessary given our limited storage capacity for 767 and 777 units,” said Spirit AeroSystems CEO Pat Shanahan. “We recognize the impact this has on our valued teammates and their families, and we are committed to supporting them through this period.”
Boeing and its striking employees have made progress in negotiations. IAM said it has received a new contract offer from the company promising a 35 percent wage increase over four years, incentive pay, retirement contribution, and other benefits, according to an Oct. 19 press release by the group.
The union members plan to vote on whether to accept the proposed offer on Oct. 23. IAM district presidents Jon Holden and Brandon Bryant said in a joint statement that the proposal would be “carefully reviewed and voted upon by the frontline workers of Boeing.”
“The workers will ultimately decide if this specific proposal is sufficient in meeting their very legitimate needs and goal of achieving respect and fairness at Boeing,” they stated.Boeing Strike and Layoffs, FAA Assessment
After submitting the new contract offer to the striking workers, Boeing said it was looking forward to “employees voting on the negotiated proposal.”
The strike has attracted the attention of lawmakers. On Oct. 15, a group of Democratic members of Congress wrote a letter to Boeing and the district IAM unions, calling for both parties to reach a mutually beneficial resolution and end to the strike.
“With over 42,000 single-aisle and wide body commercial aircraft projected to be manufactured over the next twenty years, valued at $8 trillion, now is the time to rebuild the historic partnership between management and workers in order to restore Boeing’s reputation for engineering and manufacturing excellence,” the letter said.
According to IAM, Acting U.S. Labor Secretary Julie Su met with Boeing officials last week, which helped boost discussions between both sides.
Credit rating agency Fitch warned last month that Boeing’s investment-grade credit rating would be at risk if the worker strike continued for much longer.
Amid the strikes, Boeing recently announced plans to lay off 10 percent of its workforce in the coming months. About 17,000 jobs will be slashed as part of the plan.
The layoffs follow a hiring freeze instituted in mid-September and the cessation of nonessential spending.
Meanwhile, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) announced on Oct. 18 that it is planning a new safety review of Boeing.
In January, the door plug of a 737 Max 9 fuselage tore off mid-air, forcing the plane to make an emergency landing, with passengers sustaining injuries. Following this incident, the FAA conducted a six-week audit of the company and Spirit AeroSystems, saying it found “multiple instances where the companies allegedly failed to comply with manufacturing quality control requirements.”
The new review will probe issues such as risk-assessment quality, resource allocation, and adherence to regulatory requirements, and is expected to take three months, the FAA said. A spokesperson said the agency plans regular reviews of Boeing.
Reuters contributed to the report.
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9 Million People Affected by Financial Scams in Past Year: Charity
Consumers are often caught out by fake debt advice and investment scams they come across on social media. 
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Nine million people in the UK have fallen victim to financial scams in the past year, new figures suggest.
An estimated 3 million people were affected by fake debt advice on social media, with a further 5 million losing money over friend-in-need and pension scams.
Citizens Advice surveyed consumers across the country in the year to Aug. 26, revealing that 18 percent of adults reported experiencing at least one financial scam.
The charity has warned of scammers using investments and parking QR code fraud to convince people to move into a fictitious fund or placing bogus QR code stickers over genuine codes at car parks.
These two types of scams affected an estimated 5 million people in the past year. Consumers were directed to fake payment websites, where their personal and financial information would be stolen. Consumers would also fall victim to fake investments, including gold, property, carbon, cryptocurrencies, or even wine.
Dame Clare Moriarty, chief executive of Citizens Advice, said it is particularly worrying to see the impact on people’s finances afterwards, “especially if they have to borrow to get by.”
One man who contacted Citizens Advice said he fell victim to trading and cryptocurrency scams, which left him “frantic and traumatised.” After watching an online tutorial about a legitimate trading system, he followed an advert leading to a fake platform run by scammers.
“After I started putting money into the ‘trading system,' I immediately got aggressive phone calls several times a day, saying: ‘You’ve got to keep trading or you’ll lose everything.’ Any requests to withdraw my money were ignored.
“I’d never experienced such disastrous financial trouble like this in the past. I’d paid off my mortgage and had a nice house, a family home. I had no clue that you could so easily lose all that almost overnight,” he told the charity.
Over 76 percent of the fraud was conducted through social media sites, the charity reported.
Lord Michael Bichard, chair of National Trading Standards, warned about the use of social media by scammers and urged victims to report fraud, so that criminals can be stopped “in their tracks.”
“With the cost of living still high, criminals are preying on people looking for ways to strengthen their finances or reduce their debt. Not only is their money stolen, but the effects on their health and wellbeing can be devastating,” said Bichard.Top Tips and Advice
Citizens Advice issued a number of recommendations for consumers to raise awareness about financial scams.
Some top tips to spot scams include being aware when pressured to transfer money quickly and paying in an unusual way, like using an iTunes voucher or a transfer service. The charity also warned against giving away personal information, such as passwords, PINs, or verification codes.
“Be wary if it seems too good to be true – for example, a pension that yields much more than you’d expect,” the advice said.
Earlier this month, new protections for victims of authorised push payment (APP) scams came into force. Under new regulations, the vast majority of consumers can expect to be reimbursed within five business days of making their claim.
APP fraud happens when someone is tricked into making large bank transfers to an account posing as a legitimate payee. Last year saw a surge in the number of APP scam complaints, with APP fraud accounting for £459.7 million in losses.
The first quarter of this financial year marked a jump in fraud and scams to more than 8,700 cases, over half of which related to online bank transfers in APP scams.
The Financial Ombudsman Service has also reported a rise in complaints, where people spotted investment opportunities on social media and paid fraudsters using debit or credit cards.
Citizens Advice urged consumers who have been impacted by a financial scam to report it to their bank or card company immediately, along with Action Fraud.
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Misinformation Bill Will Turn Digital Platforms Into ‘Arbiters of Truth’: Media Association
The Digital Industry Group also said the bill would impose a regulation burden on low-risk and small businesses.
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A Senate Committee has been told that the Labor government’s proposed misinformation bill will turn social media platforms into “arbiters of truth” while unnecessarily burdening small businesses.
Jennifer Duxbury, a director at the Digital Industry Group (DIG), a not-for-profit industry body whose members include various major digital platforms, was questioned about the sector’s view on the legislation.
While Duxbury acknowledged that misinformation and disinformation were difficult areas to draft legislation, she said the new bill did not strike the right balance between protecting the community against serious harm and ensuring the right to freely debate matters of public concern.
“We don’t think that balance is right. We think the definitions [of misinformation] are too broad, and they unfortunately put the digital platforms in the position of being the sole arbiters of truth online,” she said.
Under the bill, social media platforms are required to crack down on misinformation and disinformation on their platforms or face fines.
Misinformation is defined as content that is “reasonably verifiable as false, misleading or deceptive” to Australian online users and is “likely to cause or contribute to serious harm” to authorities, government entities, and various identity groups.
Meanwhile, disinformation is defined as content that is false, misleading, or deceptive and created with the intention of misleading and causing harm.
Duxbury said the bill strongly incentivises social media companies to take a conservative approach to information published on their platforms.
“There are two reasons for that. The first is that the definition and scope of dis- and misinformation are very broad, and particularly, this idea that a single item of content that may contribute to harm in the distant future is in scope, is very problematic when combined with the fact that there are these very substantial potential penalties for breach of codes and standards,” she said.Misinformation Bill Imposes Burden on Small Businesses
The DIG director also raised the issue that, due to the broad scope of the legislation, a large number of very low-risk businesses, including small businesses, would be subject to mandatory obligations like media literacy requirements.
Duxbury gave the example of online forums where people shared information about flights and travel and other types of forums.
“For example, you have forums where hobbyists will share information about their hobby,” she said.
“There are also smaller businesses that do more specialised, aggregated information. For example, product reviews on agricultural or machinery or mining machinery.
“I think that those sorts of platforms really shouldn’t be required to have a media literacy plan for their users.”DIG Says the Bill Should Focus on Disinformation
Due to the bill’s broad scope, Duxbury suggested that it should mainly focus on a single area: disinformation–misleading information created with the intention to cause harm.
Specifically, she said the new powers provided to the communications and media regulator (ACMA) under the bill, which included developing a set of code of conduct for the industry and imposing fines for breaches, should be confined to disinformation.
Duxbury explained that tackling misinformation for digital platforms was challenging due to difficulty with judging people’s motivations online.
However, she noted that detecting whether disinformation campaigns were in operation was possible.
“There are a number of indicators of that. Are there spam bots? Is discourse being manipulated by artificial intelligence? Are there fake accounts which are called sock puppets, spewing out information that sort of evidence of coordinated activity?” Duxbury said.
“[This] kind of thing is more objective, and it provides a much more solid foundation for platforms to take strong action.”
Furthermore, Duxbury stated that it might be possible for some provisions of the bill to target misinformation, provided that their scope was limited to those services presenting a high risk of misinformation and the kinds of harms that were intended on the information’s widespread virality.
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New Study Reignites Debate on Cell Phone Radiation Safety 
While some health organizations say radiofrequency radiation is harmless, a new study suggests that prolonged exposure may damage human cells. 
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Cell phones have only been part of our lives for a few decades, yet they have become indispensable tools for everything from paying bills to streaming videos. However, their convenience comes with controversy as concerns rise over the effects of the radiofrequency radiation (RFR) they emit.
While health organizations say this non-ionizing radiation is harmless, a recent study, which the authors describe as the first controlled human intervention trial examining the cytotoxic effects of cell phone radiation, suggests that prolonged exposure may damage human cells. The Cancer Controversy
For cell phones to work their magic—transmitting conversations and data without wires—they are designed to emit a field of radiofrequency radiation (RFR). This is the same microwave radiation that powers radar systems and microwave ovens, although cell phones broadcast at a much lower intensity.
The controversy is whether our regular exposure to cell phone RFR causes harm. Despite many studies that show cause for concern, health experts have repeatedly stated that the amount of non-ionizing radiation cell phones broadcast is harmless.
According to the National Institutes of Health, “the only consistently recognized biological effect of radiofrequency radiation absorption in humans that the general public might encounter is heating to the area of the body where a cell phone is held (e.g., the ear and head). However, that heating is not sufficient to measurably increase core body temperature. There are no other clearly established dangerous health effects on the human body from radiofrequency radiation.”
However, several human studies indicate that mobile phone-specific electromagnetic fields may cause cancer. Based on this evidence, in May 2011, a committee for the World Health Organization’s (WHO) International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) determined that cell phone radiation is “a possible human carcinogen.”
A detailed report on the subject published by the IARC in Lancet Oncology in 2013 highlighted the “potential for an increased risk of cancer among those exposed to RF radiation.” However, the report did not quantify any specific cancer risk nor any other health risks linked to cell phone radiation.The New Evidence
A 2024 study published in Environmental Research shows evidence of cell toxicity linked to cell phone radiation, leading scientists to ponder its potential long-term health implications.
For two hours a day over five consecutive days, 41 participants in the study wore headsets that broadcast a third-generation mobile cellular signal (commonly known as 3G—a network standard that has been around since 2001 because it enables a wireless internet connection). Exposure to the signal was randomly assigned to one side of the head.
Before the trial and three weeks after the exposure, scientists collected cells from the cheeks on both sides of each subject’s head.
On the side of the head exposed to the 3G radiation, researchers found a significant increase of binucleated cells (cells formed as a consequence of disturbed cell divisions) and evidence of cell death. No such effects were observed in cells from the side of the head that was not exposed to the 3G signal.
Researchers say the study is significant because it is the first controlled human intervention trial examining the cytotoxic effects of cell phone radiation (previous research measured effects on mice).
Researchers point to accumulating evidence that exposure to RFR is associated with specific brain tumors. Their results indicate that molecular mechanisms other than chromosomal damage may cause cell damage, a key factor in the development of cancer. The researchers posit that the results they observed may be due to either an inflammatory response and/or the release of free radicals.
The Epoch Times contacted the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to see how consumers should consider this research. In an email, Jim McKinney, press officer with the agency, said, “The FDA does not comment on specific studies, but evaluates them as part of the body of evidence to further our understanding about a particular issue and assist in our mission to protect public health.”
A spokesperson for the IARC said they had no one available to comment.
The Federal Communications Commission did not offer a reply by press time.Experts Divided
Since the IARC’s evaluation of cell phone radiation as a potential cause of cancer more than a decade ago, the agency has been repeatedly urged by its scientific panel to examine newly available research. In 2019 and again this year, the scientific panel advising the IARC suggested that studying cancer risks associated with cell phone radiation should be “high priority.”
Credible scientific review takes time and money, and IARC has said they have higher priorities to focus on with their limited resources. The list of subjects IARC hopes to tackle includes examining the cancer-causing potential of acetaminophen and hair dyes.Major US Study Links Cell Phone Radiation to Cancer in Rats
The push for IARC to reexamine RF radiation comes in large part from a major study from the U.S. government. In 2018, the final report of a $30 million, 10-year study funded by the FDA and conducted by the National Toxicology Program (NTP)—the federal agency tasked with testing toxins—showed “clear evidence of cancer and DNA damage” linked to cell phone use in male rats.
The study looked at both 2G and 3G radiation. It revealed an association with malignant tumors in the hearts and brains of male rats, as well as some evidence of an association with tumors in the adrenal glands of male rats.
What does this mean for the average human with a smartphone?
In a February 2023 statement outlining their report, the NTP said that findings in animals cannot be directly applied to humans for two key reasons:	The exposure levels were greater than what people may receive from cell phones.
	Rats were exposed to radiofrequency radiation across their whole bodies, which is different from a person carrying a cell phone in their pocket or using it next to their head.

However, NTP researchers noted that their study calls into question “the long-held assumption that RFR is of no concern as long as the energy level is low and does not significantly heat the tissues.”
A new RFR exposure study was in development. It was supposed to evaluate whether RFR exposure causes DNA damage. In January 2024, the NTP announced that it had canceled the study. “The research using this small-scale RFR exposure system was technically challenging and more resource intensive than expected,” they said at the time.FDA Recently Cast Doubt on NTP Study
Regulators have also questioned the NTP study’s conclusion. An article by the FDA, current as of May 2024, notes that:	Unlike human cell phone users, rats in the NTP study received radiation over their entire bodies.
	Rats also received this whole-body radiation for nine hours per day for their entire lives.

According to the article, the rats received radiation levels up to “75 times higher than the whole-body exposure limit for people.” The FDA notes that the study found “no health effects on female rats or mice (both male and female) exposed to these extreme conditions that passed a test for statistical significance.” Finally, despite the tumors, exposed rats lived longer than their control group counterparts.
The FDA also noted that cancer rates in the United States haven’t increased despite widespread cell phone use over the last 30 years. In fact, brain and nervous system cancer rates have actually decreased between 2002 and 2019, according to the FDA, which cited The Pew Research Center estimates.
A review of cell phone radiation epidemiological studies, published online in the September 2024 edition of the journal Environment International, stated that “exposure to RF from mobile phone use likely does not increase the risk of brain cancer.” The review was commissioned by the WHO’s Electromagnetic Field (EMF) project, an international effort to assess the health and environmental concerns related to EMF exposure.Push for a Follow Up
A push for a follow-up NTP study persists.
The International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection recommended in 2018 further validation to clarify the NTP’s results.
In 2022, researchers from South Korea and Japan announced they were working on an investigation to verify the NTP study. They outlined their plans: a 5-year collaborative animal project investigation of mobile phone carcinogenesis to verify the NTP study.
“There are always experimental uncertainties in in vivo studies of live animals, and definitive conclusions cannot be drawn from a single trial, regardless of its scale,” the researchers wrote. “Moreover, animal studies with poor reproducibility cannot be considered objective scientific evidence.”
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Rachel Platten Encourages Self-Acceptance After Post-Baby Weight Loss Struggle
The singer-songwriter and mother of two says she is ’sick of trying' to lose the baby weight.
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Singer-songwriter Rachel Platten hopes to resonate with others who are battling with self-acceptance, after struggling to lose weight postpartum.
Taking to her Instagram account Oct. 20, the 43-year-old penned a “note to self“ and to ”anyone else who needs it” after tackling societal and personal pressure to lose her pregnancy weight.
“I am not less worthy of love just because I can’t seem to lose those last 5 or 10 pounds of ‘baby weight.’ I’ve tried it ALL and my body is begging for my acceptance,” she wrote.
The “Fight Song” singer shares two daughters with husband Kevin Lazan, and saw her postpartum anxiety heighten after welcoming their second born back in 2021.
Platten came to the realization that body positivity is not defined by weight, sharing she won’t wait to find that self-love when she’s thinner but rather right now.
“I am stronger than ever, I am so healthy, I can dance and lift weight and carry my girls and move and live a full, beautiful life and am honestly sick of trying to keep shrinking myself back to pre-baby weight. [Expletive] it.”
“I’m gonna give away those jeans I’ve been waiting to fit into again and just buy some bigger ones and love what I’m working with,” she added.
Seeking encouragement from fans and others alike, Platten invited users to share their stories of self-acceptance in hopes of creating a motivational space for everyone.
“If you’re with me, tell me in the comments below because I know I’m not alone in this,” she wrote. “Can’t we just love ourselves as we are?! Enough of this already. Give me a [flexing arm emoji] if you’re with me.”
In previous posts, the singer has gotten candid about her postpartum anxiety in an effort to show other women that going through a similar experience doesn’t have to be “shameful” or “lonely.”
“We do not talk enough about the reality of the postpartum period, and so often mothers are shocked that it is nothing like they expected. Nothing like the way social media can often make it look,” she wrote.
“I tried every tool possible, even ones i was previously scared of, and finally now I’m feeling consistent joy, ease, power and real hope again ... I know my strength. I know my worth. I know who I am and i love myself,” she continued in a follow-up post.
“Not because of what I achieve or how i look or external stuff anymore. I love this human life underneath all of those labels.”
Recently, actress Ashley Benson sounded off on her post-baby transformation after online critics accused her of using the drug Ozempic for weight-loss.
“I know a lot of people take ozempic and that’s totally fine. To each their own. But don’t discredit people who also work very hard to get their body back like I’ve done with mine,” she wrote via social media.
Rumors began swirling after users questioned her rapidly thinner appearance four months after the birth of her daughter earlier this year.
“Getting back to work forced me to focus on my health and working out and I wanted to feel confident and good about myself,” she added.
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Rosie O‘Donnell ’Hopeful' After Daughter Chelsea Is Arrested on Drug Charges
The 27-year-old mother of four, who was also arrested in September, is being held in a Wisconsin county jail..
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Comedian Rosie O'Donnell has released a statement regarding the recent arrest of her daughter, Chelsea, who is currently in police custody on charges related to obstructing an officer, bail jumping, and drug possession.
“Chelsea is in the news today,” Rosie O'Donnell, 62, wrote in an Instagram post on Saturday alongside a picture of the 27-year-old holding a baby.
“This is a photo from a better time,” added the former “View” co-host.
“Sadly this is not new for our family - chelsea has struggled with drug addiction for a decade,” the television personality continued. “We r all hopeful she will find her way out of this deadly disease.”
Chelsea O'Donnell has four children—Skylar Rose, 5; Riley, 3; Avery Lynn, 2; and Atlas, who celebrates his first birthday later this month.
She was initially arrested last month in Marinette County, Wisconsin, on suspicion of felony counts of maintaining a drug trafficking place, neglecting a child, and possession of methamphetamine, according to court records obtained by Fox 11 News.
“Ms. O‘Donnell appeared before a court official on or about September 18, 2024, at which time a $2,000 cash bond was set with [the] condition that Ms. O’Donnell not possess or consume any illegal substances,” reads the criminal complaint.
Chelsea O'Donnell was released later that month after posting bail. However, on Oct. 11, the mom of four found herself in trouble with the law again after being pulled over by police while driving in Oconto County, Wisconsin.
“Chelsea was visibly nervous, shaking, and her forehead was covered in sweat,” Sgt. Brad Shearer of the Oconto Police Department wrote in his report.
“I asked Chelsea if there were illegal drugs in the vehicle. Chelsea stated she wasn’t sure if there was or not. I asked Chelsea for proof of insurance and registration and she stated she did not have insurance info as it was not her vehicle.”
In his report, Shearer stated that Chelsea O'Donnell allegedly tried to dispose of a meth pipe before being patted down. Three used needles were also found in the vehicle during the traffic stop, which the 27-year-old said belonged to the male passenger in the vehicle.
Chelsea O'Donnell was transported to Bellin Health Oconto Hospital and Medical Center where a meth pipe, methamphetamine, and various pills were allegedly found on her body.
Following her arrest, she was booked into the Oconto County Jail at about 12:10 a.m. on charges of possessing meth and drug paraphernalia. She was also charged with obstructing an officer and bail jumping, having allegedly failed to meet the stipulations of her $2,000 bond.
According to the department’s current inmate roster, available via the Oconto County Sheriff’s Office’s mobile app, Chelsea O'Donnell is still being held in the county jail.
The Epoch Times reached out to Rosie O'Donnell’s representative for additional comment. Her publicist, Cindi Berger, sent over the same statement the comedian penned to her Instagram account.
Rosie O'Donnell adopted Chelsea in 1997 shortly after her birth. The actress is also the adoptive mother of daughters Vivienne, 21, and Dakota, 11, as well as two sons Parker, 29, and Blake, 24.
The comedian and her eldest daughter have had a strained relationship for years. In August 2015, the then-17-year-old disappeared after leaving her mother’s home in Nyack, New York.
“She left home with her 6-month-old therapy dog named Bear,” Rosie O'Donnell wrote on her website at the time, per ABC News. “Chelsea stopped taking her medicine and is in need of medical attention.”
One week after going missing, Rosie O'Donnell’s daughter was found safe in New Jersey’s Shore Region and returned home by police.
However, the former daytime talk show host later disclosed in a statement provided to People via her publicist that her daughter had chosen to move out shortly after her return home.
“Chelsea made a decision when she turned 18 that she wanted to go to her birth mother,” Berger said at the time. “This was her choice.”
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Bruce Springsteen Chooses New Jersey Hometown Over Los Angeles, New York
The rock superstar moved back to New Jersey with his wife Patti Scialfa and their three children after living in Los Angeles for about a decade.
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Bruce Springsteen had seen it all at the height of his career in the ‘70s and ‘80s, but despite achieving every rockstar’s dream, he never strayed from his New Jersey roots.
In an interview with The Sunday Times published on Oct. 18, the 75-year-old musician explained his decision to settle near his hometown of Freehold, away from the glitz and glamour of Hollywood and New York City.
“It’s certainly not Los Angeles,” he said. “I feel safe here. This is where my people are, where the folks I wrote about are. I was never a worldly young man.”
Decades ago, Springsteen and singer-songwriter Patti Scialfa moved from New Jersey to Los Angeles, where they married and began raising their three children: Evan, Jessica, and Sam. However, living in a metropolis away from family wasn’t the right fit for the rocker.
“I was not comfortable in Los Angeles for the time I lived there. I was not comfortable in New York. I don’t think you can find photographs of me falling out of nightclubs in either of them,” he shared. “And when Patti and I had children, we were not comfortable about them growing up in Los Angeles.”
“I grew up on a block that had six houses with my relatives in them, so we came back here,” he said of his New Jersey hometown. “The kids had aunts and uncles nearby and it was a good payoff for not being where the industry is: normal life.”
He added: “You know, it’s funny. You grow up in a place that you weren’t so sure about for a variety of reasons. Then, whether for nostalgia or the feeling that you’re on solid ground, you find yourself returning. Now I love my home town.”
Growing up, Springsteen’s children were kept at a moderate distance from their father’s career, allowing them to live independent lives as adults.
“A lot of times, we just didn’t expose them to it. They came to concerts a few times before going back to their rooms to play video games, and didn’t know much about it beyond what they may have read,” he said. “When they were older they wanted to bring their friends to the show, but apart from that they chose their own lives, developed their own work, found their own partners and families, all at a nice distance from the strangeness of my job.”
Although Springsteen reached peak stardom with songs such as “Born to Run” and “Dancing in the Dark,” his success did not solve all of his problems.
“You think you’ll be going, ‘Woo! I made it!’ But while I was pleased with the success I had, it didn’t clear 30 years of psychological difficulty. It didn’t come with a broom that allowed me to sweep away my problems. They stayed, as did success. Now I had to figure out how to manage both things,” he said.
“Success is lovely, but it is not something that can take care of your psychological wellbeing,” he added. “That’s your job and your cross to bear. And you have to figure it out so you don’t pass it on to your children and your children’s children.”
Bruce Frederick Joseph Springsteen was born on September 23, 1949, in Long Branch, New Jersey. He told The Sunday Times that he was determined to have a career in music by the age of 14.
“I didn’t always know what I was doing but I knew what I was feeling, and I was feeling better when I discovered music and songwriting. That’s why, from the age of 14, I knew what I wanted to do,” he said.
During his early career, Springsteen performed with bands, including “The Castiles” and “Steel Mill” before forming what would be known as the “E Street Band.” In 1973, he released his debut album “Greetings from Asbury Park, N.J.” followed by “The Wild, the Innocent & the E Street Shuffle” just months later.
Springsteen released his breakthrough album “Born to Run” in 1975, which peaked at No.3 on the Billboard 200. By the decade’s end, he was a reputable songwriter, providing hits for other artists, including Manfred Mann’s Earth Band, Patti Smith, and The Pointer Sisters.
In 1984, Springsteen’s career soared with the release of “Born in the U.S.A,” selling over 30 million copies worldwide and becoming one of the best-selling albums in history. In the title track, the singer-songwriter expressed disapproval regarding the treatment of Vietnam veterans. Hit singles from the album include “Dancing in the Dark,” “Cover Me,” and “Glory Days.”
Throughout his five-decade career, Springsteen has received numerous awards and accolades, including 20 Grammys, two Golden Globes, and an Academy Award. The rockstar was also inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.
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