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(1) basedon87kWhE-Tech 100%electric L2H24T version.WLTP test data shown for comparability purposes only. Actual realworld driving
resultsmayvarydependingon factors including the starting chargeof thebattery, accessories fittedafter registration,weather conditions,
driving styles andvehicle load. (2) usable cargocapacity basedon87kWhE-Tech 100%electric L2H24T version. (3) it is your responsibility to
stayalert, drive safely andbe in control of the vehicle at all times. Driver assistance features have speedandother limitationsand should not
be solely relied on. Formore information, please refer to theowner’smanual or visit renault.co.uk/safety.
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AFTER the Labour party conference
in September, I wrote about the

disappointment of drivers having been
completely neglected in the transport
secretary’s speech. Let’s hope it won’t be a case
of being careful what you wish for when the
finance department has its say at the end of
this month, in the Autumn Budget.

That’s why Auto Express has written to
Chancellor Rachel Reeves (see page 20) on
behalf of the UK’s population of frustrated and
beleaguered drivers, demanding action in key
areas that are causing pain for people whose
cars are an essential part of their daily lives.

The cost of living crisis may be easing in
some areas, but there’s little evidence of it
when you look at the spending involved in running a car. Our research has
shown that 78 per cent of households who rely daily on their cars and vans
are frustrated and angry over hikes to the cost of motoring.

Latest figures reveal that over half a million drivers have needed roadside
assistance after hitting a pothole so far this year. This is a hugely embarrassing
failure in basic road maintenance and duty of care to drivers, who expect
roads to be safe enough to use without fear of a journey-ending incident.

And then there’s the apparent decriminalisation of car crime and the
abysmal 2 per cent of charges being brought following car thefts. Drivers
shouldn’t have to accept this as ‘something that just happens’.

All the noises since the election about the state of the country’s finances
might be building towards a painful budget, but we’re urging the Chancellor
not to make the mistake of seeing drivers as an easy way to start filling the
black hole. Talk of ending what has become a long-term pause on fuel duty,
for example, would be a great way to drive a coach and horses (which might
be cheaper to run than a car at this rate) straight through an election
promise not to raise taxes for working people.

Targeting drivers – for most of whom a car is an essential part of daily life –
would have the potential for short-term gain at the expense of

any trust in this Government’s ability to do the right thing on
behalf of the people it’s supposed to be working for.

PAUL
BARKER
EDITOR’SVIEW

“WE’REURGINGTHE
CHANCELLORNOTTO
MAKETHEMISTAKE
OFSEEINGDRIVERS
ASANEASYWAYTO
STARTFILLINGTHE
BLACKHOLE INTHE
NATION’S FINANCES
FORTHISBUDGET”
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FIRST FOR
REVEALEDFollowing in the footsteps of the hotly anticipated
Renault 5, the 4 adds a dose of practicality and someSUV style

WHILE the all-newRenault 5
has been busy living the last

fewmonths in the spotlight, itsmore
sensible sister car – the electric R4
compact SUV– has beenwaiting in
thewings, ready to capitalise on the
brand’s retro renaissance.
Inspired by the R4 of the sixties,

aswell as the 4EVER Trophy concept
thatwas exhibited in 2022, the car
you see here – and ofwhichwewere
treated to a hands-on unveiling last
weekwith chief designerGilesVidal –
has nowbeen revealed in full at this
week’s ParisMotor Show.
Going up against big-name rivals

such as the Peugeot E-2008 and
Vauxhall Mokka, aswell the reigning
Auto ExpressCar of the Year, the
Citroen e-C3, the Renault 4will dive
head-first into the strongly contested
B-segment electric-SUVmarket. It’ll
soon face tough competition from
the hotly anticipatedMINI Aceman,
Ford PumaGen-E andKia EV3, too.
Despite sharing its AmpRSmall

platformwith the 5, the 4.14-metre
Renault 4 is 220mm longer than its
sibling, with 80mmof that in the
longerwheelbase. The 4 is roughly as
wide as the 5, but fractionally taller;
the newermodel’s 420-litre boot
(1,400 litreswith the seats down) and
more spacious rear benchmean it’s
undoubtedly themore practical of
Renault’s electric newcomers.
With plenty of aesthetic nods to

the originalmodel –which soldmore
than eightmillion units globally during
its 33-year production run between
1961 and 1994– the French brand
hasmodernised the 4 for the electric
era. “The [R4] has to be cool and
interesting forwhat it is,” Vidal told

us. “We had to stay true to the
mission of the Renault 4”.
Yet despite the new4’s inherent

functionality and nostalgic appeal,
Renault’s design projects director
Paula Fabregat-Andreu explained
that themodel had to “seduceanew
generation” not familiar with the
original car. As such, the nose has
been “modernised”with a set of
recognisable roundedheadlightswith
integratedDRLs, plus the “world’s
first” one-piece illuminated grille.
Proportionally, the 4mimics the

formof its predecessorwith its flat
front end, upright stance and sloping
tailgate that opens low to preserve
the ease of access. A broad shoulder
line, small, elongated tail-lights and a
roof spoiler complete the car’s look.
Inside, at least up front, the 4will

feel familiar to anyonewho’s sat in
the newRenault 5. The tech offering
comprises a pair of digital displays,
with themain 10-inch screen powered
by themanufacturer’s Google-based
infotainment system. This set-up
supports Apple CarPlay andAndroid
Auto, aswell as a number of third-
party apps, and can be updated over
the air. Beneath themain display sits
a pair of vents, plus a rowof easy-to-

PARIS SHOW NEWS Renault 4

DETAILS
Twodigital displays
(top) dominate the
4’s dashboard; chief
designerGilesVidal
(above, left) talks to
ourmanabout the
newRenault 4

Richard
Ingram

Richard.Ingram@autoexpress.co.uk
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TOPSTORY

CABIN
Up front, the4will seem familiar to those
who’ve sat in the5. It has plenty of soft-
touchmaterials to give an upmarket feel

PARIS
SHOW “THE FRENCHBRAND

HASMODERNISED
THE4 FORTHE
ELECTRIC ERA”
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access shortcut buttons to operate
the climate control system.
Perceived quality is, by and large,

excellent. Aswith the 5, the 4 gets
plenty of soft fabrics but durable
materials on the seats, doors and
dashboard, whichmeans you’ll need
to go intentionally searching to find
anything particularly harsh or abrasive
– despite Vidal claiming his team’s
brief was tomake the car “life proof”.
Themodel we sat in had a back-lit

panel with the Renault 4 logo in it, as
well as a baguette holder that clips to
the centre console, first seen in the 5
earlier this year. This is a car designed
to celebrate its French history and
heritage in no uncertain terms.
Cabin storage is a bit of amixed

bag, though,with a shallow tray and
a couple of USB-Cports just below
the electronic parking brake, plus a
deeper section running along the
centre console, which can be filled
with 3D-printed dividers or themed
covers. A small lidded cubby between
the front seats is big enough for your
phone orwallet, but little else.
Move into the back and you’ll find

enough space for a six-foot-tall adult
to just about sit behind a similarly
sized driver – albeit with their legs
raised slightly due to the high floor.
That floor is flat, however, so you’ll be
able to get three people back there

for short trips – two ofwhomwill be
able to charge their devices, thanks to
another pair of USBports.Quality isn’t
noticeably poorer in the rear, but the
doors closewith a bit less of a thunk.
Because the Renault 4 shares its

platformwith the 5, it’s no surprise
that the tech buriedwithin is identical.
Despite the slightly longerwheelbase,
the pseudo-SUVwill be offeredwith
the same40kWh (Urban) and 52kWh
(Comfort) batteries – the latter of
which has a predicted official range
of “up to 249miles” – slightly down
on the 5’s 252-milemaximum. The
4’s smaller,more affordable battery
set-up has a range “greater than 186
miles”, according to themanufacturer.
The ‘Comfort’ version also gets a

more powerfulmotor, with the base
car’s 118bhp/225Nm front-drive
layout upgraded to a single 148bhp/
245Nmmotor that covers 0-62mph
in less than 8.5 seconds.
It also gets faster charging; 80kW

in the ‘Urban’model plays 100kW in
the ‘Comfort’ car. The big-battery 5
can go from 15-80 per cent in around
30minutes andRenault has confirmed
the 4 can complete this benchmark
in the same time. The small SUV also
supports vehicle-to-load (V2L) and
vehicle-to-grid (V2G) charging.
In addition, Renault claims the 4

will feature “no fewer than 26 driving

PARIS SHOW NEWS Renault 4

aids”, aswell as theMySafety switch
found on several of themaker’s other
models. This lets drivers personalise
the safety systems and program
them through a single button.
Renault has also confirmed that

the 4will be the first of itsmodels
to feature one-pedal driving. This
settingmaximises the car’s
regenerative braking – one of three
modes accessed via the steering-
wheel paddles – and can bring the
4 to a complete stop.Whether this
featurewill be added to the R5 via
anOTAupdate remains to be seen.
Prices for the newcomer haven’t

been announced, butwe’ve been told
the carwill sit “between the R5 and
RenaultMegane” – suggesting a
starting figure of around £26,000,
possibly a littlemore.
Three trimswill be offered –

Evolution, Techno and Iconic –with
only the first of thosemissing out on
the recognisable illuminated grille.
Base carswill comewith 18-inch steel
wheelswith aerodynamic covers,
while Techno and Iconic versions

“THENEWRENAULT4 ISACARTHAT’SDESIGNEDTOCELEBRATE
ITS FRENCHHISTORYANDHERITAGE INNOUNCERTAINTERMS”

feature their own unique diamond-
cut alloywheel designs.
Renault claims a total of 670 colour,

trim andwheel combinations, with
seven base colours, plus varying
degrees of two-tone paintwork
available, including a black roof
and bonnet on some variants.
An electrically folding canvas roof

(dubbed ‘Plein Sud’, or ‘Due South’)
can also be specified; its lightweight
construction is said to add little to no
weight and therefore has a negligible
effect on range. Carswith thismiss
out on the chunky roofbars, however.
In conclusion, Renault CEOFabrice

Cambolive said: “This latestmodel
rounds out an already broad range,
withMegane, Scenic and the all-new
Renault 5 E-Tech electric. Butwe
weremissing a compact carwith
real space. Nowwehave it with
this versatile, functional,modular
model; a car able to satisfy awide
variety of everyday needs.”
The R4will be built alongside the

5 inMaubeuge, northern France. The
maker says 75per cent of its suppliers
sit within a 200-mile radius of the
ElectriCity complex. Production
starts inMarch next year, with UK
order books expected to open soon
after. The first customer cars should
arrive in the summer.

One-piece illuminated grille is a “world first”, according to themanufacturer



16 October 2024 11

INFORMATION
Digital driver’s screen
candisplay sat-nav
mapping, alongwith
important driving
data such as speed
and remaining range
before a recharge is
necessary

OPENAIR
Optional electric
fabric roof is a nod
to theoriginal 4,
but ordering it
means youdon’t
get roof rails

TOPSTORY

INTERIOR
Thecabin has apremium

feel and the 10-inch central
infotainment touchscreen

(below) runsRenault’s
Google-based software
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THE gloves have been taken
off in Volkswagen’s push for

market sharewith a new, family-
focusedSUV. The company’s Tayron
shares lots of elementswith the
latest Tiguan, but offers a larger body,
seating for seven, andmore high-end
technology. It’s even bigger than the
closely related Skoda Kodiaq, which
will no doubt create something of a
family feud in a segment that the
Czechbrand is used tohaving to itself.
At 4,770mm long, the newTayron

is just over 40mm longer than its
seven-seat predecessor, the Tiguan
Allspace. The newcomer has a
completely unique body and design
to createmore distinction between
it and the smaller Tiguan.
The overall look is familiar, though,

with sharp LED lighting front and rear,
plus the option of R-Line ormore
sophisticated Elegance trim levels,
both ofwhich featurewheel sizes of
up to 20 inches. It doesn’t, however,
get too close in size to the top-spec
Touareg,which operatesmore as a
halomodel for the brand at the high
end of the SUVmarket.
Inside, there’s seating for up to

sevenpeople, plus a spacious luggage
area. This is as large as 885 litres in
the five-seatmodel, or 850 litres for
the seven-seaterwith the rearmost
bench folded away. In full seven-seat
mode, the boot capacity is still rated
at 345 litres. All of these numbers are
up on the Skoda Kodiaq, which has
between 725 and640 litres of space,
or 340 litreswith all three rows up.
TheVW’s second row can slide in a

60:40 split, and features a one-touch
sliding function for access to the pair
of seats in the third row. It also has
adjustable backrests and Isofix child-
seat points on the two outer chairs.
The Tayron features a unique

dashboard that has a curvedwing
feature under the black-panel front
that is familiar fromother VWmodels.
This is joined by an array of interfaces,

including a 15-inch touchscreen, a
digital driver’s display and a solitary
knob on the centre console that can
be customised to control everything
from the audio system’s volume, to
the interior lighting and drivemodes.
Wireless Android Auto andApple

CarPlay connectivity are standard,
and depending onUK specifications,
the native systemwill comewith
ChatGPT integration built into the
voice-command functions.
Powering the Tayron is a range of

updated powertrains that youwill
recognise from the Tiguan, aswell as
the Kodiaq and newCupra Terramar.
They include a 148bhp 1.5-litremild-
hybrid petrol option at the lower end,
plus two pure-petrol 2.0-litremodels
with 204bhp and262bhp. There’s also
a pair of 2.0-litre diesel options, with
148bhp or 190bhp, all of which are
connected to a seven-speed dual-
clutch transmission.
However, the biggest sellers in the

UK are expected to be the brace of
plug-in hybrid options that have either
200bhp or 268bhp. In both cases, the
systempairs a 1.5-litre four-cylinder
petrol engine and a six-speed dual-
clutch gearboxwith a hybridmodule
that comprises an electricmotor and
19.7kWhbattery pack. Final efficiency
figures are yet to be confirmed by
Volkswagen, but this systemallows
up to 62miles of range froma single
charge in the smaller Tiguan.
Both 2.0-litre petrol and the high-

powered diesel versions are offered
with 4Motion all-wheel drive, but
otherwise all Tayronmodels are
front-wheel drive. Being based on
the VWGroup’s heavily updated
MQB-EVOplatform, the newcar also
offers optional dual-valve adaptive
dampers, plus the next generation of
VW’s progressive steering andXDS
virtual limited-slip differential tech.
Final specifications for UK versions

have yet to be confirmed, but the
newTayronwill be joining the VW
range inMarch 2025,with prices
set to be above both the standard
Tiguan andKodiaq, indicating a
starting cost in the high £30,000s.

Seven-seatVWTayron
Jordan
Katsianis

PARIS SHOW NEWS Volkswagen Tayron

“THEBIGGESTSELLERS INTHEUKARE
EXPECTEDTOBETHETWOPLUG-INHYBRIDS”

OFFICIALFamily-focused SUV offers loads of space and tech, and has Skod

Jordan.Katsianis@autoexpress.co.uk
PARIS
SHOW
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on takes fight to Kodiaq
NEWS

ROOMY
Tayronoffers plenty

of space for up to seven
people and comeswith a
wide rangeof powertrain

options to suitmost tastes

oda stablemate firmly in its sights

“THENEWCOMER
HASACOMPLETELY
UNIQUEBODYAND
DESIGNTOCREATE
MOREDISTINCTION
BETWEEN ITANDTHE
SMALLERTIGUAN”
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PARIS SHOW NEWS Citroen C4 and C4 X

THECitroenC4 hatchback and
C4X saloon have received bold

makeovers to reflect the firm’s latest
brand identity thatwas introduced
by the newC3 and the e-C3, Auto
Express’s Car of the Year for 2024.
Bothmodels get the same complex

front-end treatment, which features
the fresh 16cm-tall Citroen chevron
badge, a new LEDdaytime running
light signature, and lighting seen on
theOli concept in 2022.
The front bumper nowhas less

black plastic, a newgrille pattern
and faux skid-plate section, while
the side cladding has been tweaked
tomake the cars look longer. The
chrome finish has been axed, but the
C3’s customisable ‘colour clips’ are
fitted to the front and sides. Eclipse
Blue andManhattanGreen paint
options have also been introduced.
TheC4’s tail-lights aremounted

lower than on the outgoingmodel
and light stripes are now integrated
into the black bar, which features
‘Citroen’ lettering. TheC4Xhas the
same rear design as before.
Inside, theC4 andC4Xhave new

seven-inch digital dials plus a 10-inch
touchscreen runningCitroen’s latest
infotainment software. There’s also
wireless Android Auto andApple
CarPlay. The redesigned ‘Advanced
Comfort’ seats have an extra 15mm
of foamand a denser centre section.
Up to 20 driver-assistance systems

are available, ranging fromblind-spot
monitoring to ‘HighwayDriver Assist’,
which combines adaptive cruise
control and lane-departurewarning
for Level 2 semi-autonomous driving.
The updatedCitroenC4 andC4X

will arrive early next yearwith hybrid
or pure-electric power; pure-petrol
engines have been removed from the
cars’ line-ups as part of this facelift.
Hybridmodels havea turbocharged

1.2-litre three-cylinder petrol engine.
For theHybrid 100 set-up only used
by the entry-level C4, it produces

99bhp and 205Nmof torque. But in
theHybrid 136 form that’s offered
in theC4 andC4X, the unit delivers
134bhp and 230Nmof torque.
All hybrids have a six-speed dual-

clutch automatic transmission that
has an electricmotor built-in. This
provides an extra 28bhp and55Nm
of torque, and allows the cars to be
driven for very short distances on
electric power alone.
The e-motor also helps fire up the

combustion enginewhen it’s needed,
and charges the hybrid system’s 48V
batterywhen slowing down. The

New-lookC4 andC4X t
Ellis
Hyde

Pure-petrol options axed as hatchback and saloon get C3-inspiredmakeover

CITROENC4
Hatchgets a fresh look
at the front andback,
including new lights
andprominent
Citroen
branding

The interior gets new 10-inch touchscreen aswell as seven-inchdigital dials

“THE LARGER54KWHBAT
E-MOTORAREGOODFORU

small battery is located under the
front seat, preserving passenger
space and luggage capacity.
There are two battery/motor

options for the e-C4 and e-C4X. The
entry-level cars get a 50kWhbattery
and 134bhp e-motor offering up to
223miles of range,while the larger
54kWhpowerpack and 154bhp
e-motor combination is good for
up to 260miles on a single charge.
Themaximumcharging speed for

both EV versions is still 100kW, and a
20 to 80per cent top-up should take
less than 30minutes.

Ellis.Hyde@autoexpress.co.uk
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CITROENhasn’t forgotten the
smallestmember of its range either,
with theAmi being given amid-life
refresh thatmakes the tiny two-
seatermore adorable than ever.
The electric quadricycle’s front

end has beenmademuch simpler
and gives themodel evenmore
recognisable ‘facial features’.
The round headlights have now

beenmoved higher so they better
resemble eyes, helped by newblack
surroundswhich add definition.
Meanwhile, the angled surface that
connects them is supposed to
resemble a smile, and sitting in prideof
place in the centre is the revamped,
retro-inspiredCitroen chevron logo.
The front bumper is flatter and has

theAmi nameembossed in it. The
wheelarches also appear to bemore
pronounced,while ‘slots’ on the front
wings are a subtle homage to the
2CV. As before, the rear uses exactly
the samebody panel as the front.
TheAmi comes in a ‘Night Sepia’

finish, with three colour packs – red,
white and green – available to add
graphics, new checkerboardwheel
covers and a dashboard insert.
There haven’t been any technical

changes, so every Ami still features a
minuscule 5.5kWhbattery that offers
a range of up to 46miles, while the
8bhp electricmotor allows for a top
speed of 28mph. Charging is done
through a plug hidden in the door.

to be hybrid or EVonly
NEWS

rs

NEWC4X
Saloon version gets
the same front-end
treatment as the
C4, but retains the
pre-faceliftedC4
X’s rear design. It
doesget the cabin
upgrades, though

HERE’S our best look yet at the
next-generationC5Aircross,
becauseCitroen haspremiered a
concept that showcases a “vision
of its futureC-segmentSUV”.
ThenewC5Aircrosswill be the

firstCitroen to sit onparent firm
Stellantis’ newSTLAMedium
architecture, andwewon’t have
towait long to see theproduction
version–Citroen says the
concept “heralds amodel
scheduled for 2025”.
Although theSTLAMedium

platformcan cater to seven-seat
SUVs, aswehave seenwith the
Peugeot 5008, theC5Aircross
will only have seating for five,
rivalling its Peugeot 3008and
Vauxhall Grandland siblings,
alongwith the FordKuga, Kia
Sportage andHyundai Tucson.
TheC5AircrossConcept is

bigger than the first-generation
car,with a height of 1,600mmand

a lengthof4,650mm–some150mm
longer than the currentmodel.
The front end is similar to that

seenon the newC3Aircross,
incorporatingCitroen’s latest
design language,whichwas
initially showcased in 2022. The
brand’s newbadge features,
standingout against a strip of
black that connects the new
headlight signature. The rear lights
also utilise the three-point light
signature that is becoming a staple
of the company’s current line-up.
Citroen says theC5Aircross

Conceptwill be a “multi-powered
vehicle”,whichmeanswecan
expect internal-combustion,
hybrid andpure-electric power.
Theproductionmodel is due

in themiddle of next year,with
a price tag to rival its Stellantis
siblings. Expect the hybrid to cost
fromaround£35,000and theEV
to start at around£40,000.

Theproduction carwill comewith a choice of EV, hybrid andpetrol power

Ami gets a new face andbody colour

C5Aircross Concept
previews 2025 launch

RevisedCitroen
Ami turns the
cuteness up to 11

TTERYAND 154BHP
UPTO260MILES”

STYLING
The rear three-
point lights help
to direct airflow
around thebody

PARIS
SHOW
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“THEA390_ß
PUSHESALPINE IN
ATOTALLYNEW
DESIGNDIRECTION”

RENAULT’S sporty sub-brand
is readying itself to take things

up a notch, previewing its nextmove
with theAlpineA390_ß concept.
The company is calling its four-

door, PorscheMacan-sized coupé-
SUV a “Sports Fastback” and says
the exterior is “85 per cent true” to
the production car due next year.
Bosses claim the car is a natural

next step for the brand, suggesting
theA390will draw in newcustomers
looking for “distinction and driving
pleasure” in amarket previously
unoccupied by the French firm.
This is no lukewarm family

crossover, however.While just a
concept for now, theA390_ß has
three electricmotors, plus active
torque vectoring to shuffle the
power exactlywhere it’s needed.
SovanyAng, VP for Alpine product
performance, said the newcar
will “drive like an [Alpine] A110”,
suggesting the brand’s driver focus
will continue into the electric era.
Even ignoring the SUV shape, the

A390_ß pushesAlpine in a totally new
design direction, ditching theA110’s
dual-light clusters in favour of a slim,
full-width lightbar and an illuminated
logo. There’s plenty of intricate
detailing on the nose,with a set
of deep vents to the side and a
protruding front splitter. Alpine’s
design director Antony Villain
described the fastback as a
“racing car in a tuxedo”.
There’s a set of hugewheels (22-

inch at the front, 23-inch to the rear)
with an illuminated blue centre cap
said to highlight the aforementioned
active torque vectoring system.
Regrettably, Villain confirmed they
are unlikely tomake production.
Many of the car’s aero flourishes

are functional, however. The ‘micro-
perforated’ grille channels air around

AlpineA390_ß concept points
to triple-motor SUV for 2025

Richard
Ingram

OFFICIALElectric coupé-SUVwill drive like an A110, says Alpine boss

CONCEPT
Only 15per cent of theAlpine’s
exteriorwill change for production,
although the interior is largely fantasy

the front of theA390,while side
scoops accelerate flow to the rear.
The rear lightbar can extend by up
to 80mm, a little like aMcLarenW1’s,
although here it workswith the
diffuser to reduce drag.
The car’s coupé-like shape is

emphasised by the extensive glass
house,whichwraps around the
C-pillar to emphasise a feeling of
space inside. Small, light-up Tricolore
flags leave you in little doubt of this
car’s heritage; Alpine has already
confirmed theA390will be built in
the firm’s existing factory in Dieppe.
When asked about possible rivals,

Angmentioned cars like the BMW iX2
and PorscheMacan – suggesting the
Alpine could get up to 600bhp in its
most potent form and a real-world
range in excess of 300miles.

PARIS SHOW NEWS Alpine A390_ß

Richard.Ingram@autoexpress.co.uk
PARIS
SHOW
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“ASWELLASGIVING
ANEWLOOK,THE
CHANGESHELPTO
INCREASERANGE”

NEWS

AUDI has revealed a Sportback
bodystyle for its newQ6e-tron,
giving it a sleeker,more dynamic
look than themore upright SUV.
Key changes over the regular

SUV are the 37mm lower roofline
and a sloping rear end. Aswell as
offering a different look, this also
optimises the car’s aerodynamics,
helping to increase range.
The front and rear-end design is

largely identical to the SUV’s, and
the Sportbackwill offer the same
four powertrains. The line-up kicks

Audi growsQ6 range
with newSportback

ALMOSThalf amillion cars have
brokendownafter hitting apothole
in the first ninemonths of 2024, it’s
been reported, highlighting theUK’s
worseningpothole crisis.
TheAA’sPothole Index shows that

betweenJanuary andSeptember
2024, it dealtwith 479,656 incidents
inwhich a vehiclewasdamagedor
brokedownafter encountering a
pothole. This is roughly 10,000more
thanduring the sameperiod in 2023,
suggesting that 2024could goon to
surpass last year’s total of 631,852
callouts – itself a five-year high.
Afterweeks of heavy rain and

flooding, the experts at theAAsay
potholes are beingdisguised as they
fill withwater, leading to tyre,wheel,
steering and suspension damage.
Evenmore vulnerable are cyclists,
with theAAclaiming asmany as 118
havebeen killed over thepast four
years due topotholes.
This news followspublication

of theAsphalt IndustryAlliance’s
annual ALARM report earlier this
year,which estimated the cost to
fix theUK’s pothole problemcould
be as high as £16.43billion.
Roadmaintenance is oneof

themany issuesmotorists hope
will be addressedbyChancellor
Rachel Reeves in the upcoming
AutumnBudget (seepage20).

UKset to break
recordforpothole
damage to cars

Cost to fixpotholessaid tobe£16bn

offwith a single-motor variant
with 248bhp and a claimed range
of 338miles, abovewhich sits
the Performancemodel. This has
a larger battery,more power
(302bhp) and a range of 407miles
– the longest of anyQ6e-tron.
Top-spec dual-motorQ6 and

SQ6models produce 383bhp and
482bhp, respectively, with ranges
of 395 and377miles. Plus Audi
has plans for awide-body RSQ6
e-tron, whichwill be available in
both SUV andSportback forms.
Audi’s latest interior tech is also

featured in theQ6, including a vast
dual-screendashboard.Comprising
an 11.9-inch driver’s display and a
14.5-inch touchscreen, this new
interface incorporates all of the

main functions. There’s also a 10.9-
inch passenger screen on higher-
specmodels, plus an augmented-
reality head-up display showing
driver aids, nav and road signs.
Key functions, like themirrors,

lights, seat controls and door locks
still have dedicated switches. And
while the climate-control functions
are integrated into themain screen,
they live on a dedicated bar at its
base for quick access.
The Sportback line-up starts at

£62,475 for the single-motor Sport,
rising to £65,475 for the S Line,
and £70,475 for the Edition 1. The
Performance starts at £65,975,
while the quattro Sport kicks off at
£71,475. The range-toppingSQ6 (in
Edition 1 guise only) costs £92,450.

STYLING
Lower rooflineandsleeker rearend
distinguishSportback fromregularSUV

“POTHOLESDAMAGE
TYRES,WHEELS,
STEERINGAND
SUSPENSION”

Jordan
Katsianis

Jordan.Katsianis@autoexpress.co.uk
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PARIS SHOW NEWS MINI’s hot EV duo

THEMINI Cooper has always
seemed like a natural car to

transform fromurban runaround to
hot hatchback, and ever since BMW
electrified it we’vewonderedwhat a
beefed-upMINI EVmight be like. Now
ourwait is over, thanks to the new
MINI JohnCooperWorks Electric.
Based on theChinese-built electric

MINI Cooper, it features a hefty
power increase over the standard car,
with 254bhp available for short bursts
via an ‘Electric Boost’ function.
It has a regular output of 227bhp,

which is 27bhpmore than theCooper
S hatchback. Peak torque is 340Nm,
and it hits 62mph in 5.9 seconds,
making it a solid 2.5 seconds faster
than the standardCooper S Electric.
There is just one, front-mounted

motor, and although the level of
performance is equivalent to that of
petrol-powered JCWMINIs over the
years, it is someway short ofwhat’s
on offer frommoremuscular hot-
hatch EVs such as theMG4XPower.
Aswith theCooper S, the JCW

Electric features a 54kWhbattery
pack, with up to 95kWDC fast
charging; it can be topped up from 10
to 80per cent in around30minutes.
The JohnCooperWorks Electric

features a unique chassis set-up,with

MINI unveils hot JohnC
OFFICIALHot JCWversions of the newCooper andAcemanwill be priced from£38,420

bespoke spring and damper rates.
The standard 18-inchwheels are also
new. These elements have done little
to affect the range, though,which
sits at 251miles – prettymuch the
same as the standardCooper SE.
Other than thewheels, the exterior

designmirrors the Sport-bodied
Cooper, with red highlights, dark
trim elements and an aggressive
front end. The rear spoiler is larger
and incorporates twin air-foils.
Inside, the upscale upholstered

dash features a unique pattern,
withmore bespoke trim for the
seats, doors and even the fabric
strap on the steeringwheel.
The newJohnCooperWorks

Electricwill be available to order

in the comingweeks, with first cars
due in April next year. Pricing starts at
£38,420,making it only a few hundred
poundsmore expensive than the
standardCooper SE plus Sport pack.
Meanwhile, similar changes have

beenmade to the car’s SUV sibling;
theMINI JohnCooperWorks Aceman
will also be available from£40,220.

“ANELECTRICBOOSTFUNCTIONUPSPOWER
TO254BHPFORSHORTBURSTS. ITCOVERS
THE0-62MPHSPRINT IN5.9 SECONDS”

PARIS
SHOW

Jordan
Katsianis

Jordan.Katsianis@autoexpress.co.uk

DETAILS
JCWElectric gets bespoke
dash trimand 18-inch alloys
with performance tyres
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NEWS

BYDhas added the Sealion 7 to its Europeanmodel range.
Taking on the likes of the Peugeot E-3008 andSkoda Enyaq
Coupé, the coupé-SUVgoes on sale later thismonth.
A dual-motor version comeswith 523bhp for a 0-62mph

time of 4.5 seconds. Batteries are yet to be confirmed for
Europe, but two sizes have been available in othermarkets:
71.8kWh and80.6kWh. Under themore lenient CLTC testing
scheme inChina, the smaller battery is good for 341miles.
An overall length of 4,830mmmakes the Sealion 7 10mm

longer than a BYDSeal. The newcar’s angular front features
BYD’s ‘X face’with floating LED headlights, while the interior
will be similar towhat’s on offer in the upcoming facelifted
Seal, with a 15.6-inch touchscreen dominating the dash.

TESLA has unveiled theModel 3 Long Range Rear-Wheel
Drive. On sale now ahead of November deliveries, it has an
official range of 436miles froma single charge.
At £44,990, it sits between the entry-level £39,990Rear-

Wheel Drive and the £49,990 LongRangeAll-Wheel Drive.
The firm has also revealed its latest creation – the long-

awaited Robotaxi. Tesla claims the compact two-door
two-seaterwill feature full self-driving capability and is
set to arrive in 2027. Lacking even a steeringwheel inside,

the Robotaxi is
described by Tesla
as “premium, point-
to-point electric
transport”. During
the launch, the firm’s
CEOElonMusk said,
“we expect it to be
around$30,000
[about £23,000].”

CooperWorks Electric

THEupdated2SeriesGran
Coupéhasbeen revealedby

BMWin220andhotM235guise,
and is set togoonsalenext year.
While it sits on thesameplatform

asbefore, extensivedesignchanges,
fresh interior technologyandanew
mild-hybridpowertrain are sufficient
forBMWtocall this awholenew
generationof 2SeriesGranCoupé.
ThenewF74generation replaces

theoutgoingF44, andwill takeon the
likesof theMercedesCLAsaloon.
Pricing for the2SeriesGranCoupé

is yet to includeon-the-roadcosts, but
theentry-level 220MSport at £33,800
is a littlemoreexpensive than the
outgoingcar (whichcost£33,165).
Theonlyotheroptionwill be theM235
xDrive,whichcosts£42,850–a£1,200
pricedropon itspredecessor.
Aswith the 1Series, thedesignof the

new2SeriesGranCoupé is sodifferent
to thatof theoldcar thatEuroNCAPwill

need to re-test it. The frontendmirrors
thenew1Serieswith awider, flatter
grille shapeand thinner headlights, plus
awideair intakebeneath.At theback,
therearenew lights influencedby those
on the latestX2and 1Series.
Unlike the 1Series,which is offered

inbaseSport guise, the2SeriesGran
Coupé trimstartswith theMSport
package,whichbrings 18-inchwheels,
glossblackexterior accents, anMSport
bodykit anda rear spoiler.
Inside, thecabin is very similar to the

new1Series’. There is anew layout,
featuringa 10.7-inch touchscreen,
a 10.25-inchdriver’s display, a new
steeringwheelwithphysical buttons
embedded, andanewcentreconsole.
BMW’snew1.5-litremild-hybrid,

three-cylinderpetrol powertrain
produces 168bhp,while theM235’s
turbocharged four-cylinderpetrol
enginehas296bhp for a0-62mph
timeof around five seconds.

Fresh look and hybrid tech
for 2 Series GranCoupé

BYDSealion 7 all-electric
coupé-SUVset for theUK

LongRangeModel 3 and
Robotaxi launchedbyTesla

STYLING
Slimmer headlights

and flatter grille

Prices of BYD’s coupé-SUV are likely to be close to £50k

INTERIOR
Sports seats have
anoptionalmassage
function,while the
infotainment is
basedon the new
OS9system
fromBMW
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WITH theGovernment’s first
major budget twoweeks away,

we’vewritten toChancellor Rachel
Reeves on behalf of Auto Express
readers and drivers everywhere,
demanding that keymotoring
priorities are addressed in future
spending plans.We’ve also pointed
out the likelihood of Labour being
punished in future polls if the
Government attempts to excuse
hikes in fuel duty or Vehicle Excise
Duty (VED/road tax) by citing
unpopular and unrealistic green
targets, or justifies rises as levers
pushing drivers towards EVs.
Instead, theChancellor should

be looking to increase the £40,000
threshold for the £410 ‘expensive car’
road tax supplement, which threatens
to significantly impact the cost of
motoring for new and used EV car
buyers fromApril 2025.
Auto Express readers shared their

views in a recent survey, whenwe
asked about their budget priorities.
Readers told us their three biggest

priorities for theGovernment to
address are pothole repairs and new
road projects, high fuel prices, and
car crime and roads policing – these
are immediate, tangible concerns
that should be dominating the
Government’s agenda in respect of
motorists. Environmental goals, such
asmoving toward net zero emissions,
remain a lower priority for drivers in
the context of budgetary concerns.
When askedwhether they’d

support an increase in fuel duty to
pay for certain Government priorities,
50 per cent of readers told us they
couldn’t support any rise, while 39 per
cent said they’d support extra cash

Chris
Rosamond

being raised if it was targeted at
pothole repairs, but only 24 per cent
believed a risewould be justified by
extra spending on theNHSor
schools, and just 17 per cent think
a rise in fuel duty to support the EV
transitionwould be acceptable.
As a result of our findings, we’ve

told theChancellor thatwhile price
increases in the broader economy
have fallen back, and petrol and diesel
prices have eased from recent record
highs, this is not themoment to tighten
the screws on driverswho are still
reeling from the cost of living crisis
and struggling tomake endsmeet.
Withmuch of the country relying

on petrol and diesel cars for essential
daily functions such as travelling to
work, getting the kids to school,
shopping for the family and accessing
healthcare, any decision to impose
rises in fuel dutywouldmean Labour’s
pre-election promise not to raise
taxes onworking peoplewill be seen
to have been broken.
Instead of reverting to the last

Labour administration’s viewof drivers

as a cash cowand reinventing the
‘fuel price escalator’ that increased
fuel duty to 6 per cent ahead of
inflation annually under Tony Blair’s
Labour government in 1997,we’ve
told theChancellor it’s time for the
Government to respond to drivers’
priorities. Thatmeansmaking
significant investment in roads
infrastructure and effective police
action against car crime.
Auto Express recently reported

shocking statistics that criminals are
charged in fewer than two per cent
of the rapidly increasing number of
car thefts.We’ve demanded that
theChancellor takes steps to fund
an appropriate increase in the police
response, against a backdrop of
130,000 cars being stolen in 12
months toMarch 2024– almost
double the number of car thefts
recorded in 2014. The lack of
government interest has already
resulted in the scenario of one car
company – Jaguar Land Rover –
forking out to pay for policing at the
UK’s ports in an effort to try to stem
the tide. As it stands, a third of
drivers believe car theft has been
“effectively decriminalised”,making
the limited police response in this
area a key law and order issue.
We’ve also impressed on the

Chancellor the drivers’ view that the
pothole plague blighting the nation’s
road network cannot be allowed to
fester unaddressed any longer.
Staggering numbers of cars are
nowbeing damaged as a result of
ineffectual roadmaintenance,with

CONSUMER Autumn Budget

“ATHIRDOFDRIVERS
BELIEVECARTHEFTHASBEEN
‘EFFECTIVELYDECRIMINALISED’,
MAKINGTHE LIMITEDPOLICE
RESPONSE INTHISAREAAKEY
LAWANDORDER ISSUE

DON’THAMMERWORKINGPEOPLETHROUGH MOTORINGTAXHIKES,
LABOURWARNEDAHEADOF2024AUTUMNBUDGETSTATEMENT

Chris.Rosamond@autoexpress.co.uk

theAA’s data alone showing it dealt
with nearly half amillion call-outs to
stranded vehicles in the first nine
months of this year.Worse, it’s
believed that asmany of 118 cyclists
have died on the roads over the
past four years as a direct result of
potholes. Transport Secretary Louise
Haigh (then shadow) promised
£8.3bn of scrappedHS2 funding
would be targeted to fixing amillion
potholes annually in her pre-election
campaigning, and theChancellor
must now fulfil Labour’s promise to
keep faithwith the electorate.
Drivers know the Labour party

replaced theConservative
government at the last general
election on amanifesto that promised
not to raise taxes onworking people,
butministers have spent the ensuing
months spreading doomand gloom
aboutwhat they say is the
unexpectedly poor state of the
economy they have inherited.
With theChancellor highlighting

a £22bn ‘black hole’ she claims to
have uncovered since taking on the
role, expectations are rife that the
negativemessaging is a precursor
to a raid on people’s pockets in the
budget scheduled for 30October.
Coupled to this are concerns that

the anti-car lobby, active enmasseat
the recent Labour party conference
under the Sustainable Transport
Alliance banner, has the ear of
ministerswhomay be looking to
justify tax rises for drivers under
the cover of aGovernment
tailpipe emissions agenda.

www.autoexpress.co.uk
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CONSUMERREPORT

YOUSAID
In our survey, readers
said their biggest
priorities for the
Governmentare
pothole repairs, fuel
prices, andcar crime
and roadspolicing

BIGDAY
Drivers are

anxiouslywaiting
to seewhatRachel
Reeveshas lined
up for them inher
AutumnBudget
on30October

1.POTHOLESANDROADS 2.HIGHFUELPRICES 3.CARCRIMEANDPOLICING



Last weekwe reported on how our busy morning with
the Lexus RZ panned out. A congested city drive was
taken care of in typically relaxing fashion, while an
airport run to collect friends and a trip to the beach put
the spotlight on the RZ’s interior space and reassuring
active safety systems. Now, with the open road
beckoning, it’s time to discover what the rest of the
day has in store.

1:30pm: The rest of the drive down to the coast is
uneventful, and the hushed ambience of the RZ’s
cabin means that any conversation from the front to
back seats is easy. No one needs to shout. The RZ
features’ Lexus’ Nanoe X technology that works to
maintain air quality, even in polluted environments
outside the car, helping us to reach our destination
relaxed and refreshed after a long drive.

1:45pm: We arrive at our pre-booked lunch venue.
As is so often the way now, the restaurant has a
couple of electric charge points in its car park and I
hook the RZ up to the fast charger. When connected
to a 150kW supply the RZ can replenish its battery
completely in just 30 minutes**, but with plenty of
charge still available I’m just taking advantage
of a quick and convenient top up over lunch — it’s
so easy.

3:00pm: It’s time to hit the beach. I use the Lexus
Link app on my phone again, this time to keep the
interior cool for when we return — we’ve parked
in direct sunlight, after all. It’s handy that the
panoramic roof*** is dimmable too, shielding the
interior from the harshest of the sun’s rays.

6:45pm: It’s been a long day, particularly for my
friends who’ve flown in today, and we all just want
to get home. With armfuls of beach towels, drinks,
snacks and inflatables, I’m thankful for the RZ’s
powered tailgate with kick function - one flash of
my foot under the rear bumper and the hatch opens
without requiring any use of my hands. Everyone’s
phones are running low on battery, but with a
wireless charging pad and five USB ports there’s no

Part two of our day with the new Lexus RZ highlights more
impressive features that make living with the luxury EV a breeze.

advertisementfeature
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LEXUS RZ: THE
24-HOUR TEST



*Subject to status and availability. T&Cs apply. See Lexus UK website for details.
**Indicative charge time, for comparison purposes. Actual charging times may vary
depending on various factors, including the selected vehicle (and battery option,
if available), the age, type, condition and temperature of the charging unit and the
battery, the starting charge, the power supply to and usage of the charger and the
environmental conditions at the point of use. Charge times will be longer in colder
weather and if battery temperature activates safeguarding technology. 150kW+
chargers are available in mainland Great Britain primarily on major arterial routes
– see Zap Map https://www.zap-map.com/live/ for details. They are not yet available
in Northern Ireland and availability is limited in Scotland, Wales and in rural areas.
***Only available on selected grades and packs
Official (WLTP) Lexus RZ 450e fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km): combined
N/A. Combined CO2 0g/km. Electric range 251-271 miles based on a full charge.
^Figures are provided for comparability purposes: only compare fuel consumption,
CO2 and electric range figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures.
These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend on a number
of factors including selected grade and transmission, the accessories fitted (post
registration), driving style, weather conditions, speed and vehicle load.
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jostling to see who can charge their device first.
All loaded up we’re soon underway, and such is
the serene progress and smooth ride of the RZ
that my friends are soon dozing peacefully
in the back.

7:15pm: It can be hard after a busy day to stay
alert on a long journey home, particularly when
you’re the only one awake in the car. We’ve all
felt the pressure in that situation at one time or
another. Thankfully, the new RZ features Lexus
Safety System +, which not only helps detect
hazards and warns of them in advance, it can
steer, brake and even accelerate the RZ to help
the driver avoid any potential collisions. Even
just having the support of keeping the RZ central
in its lane is a boon when you’re in this situation.
I don’t feel like I’m on my own.

10:15pm:We finally arrive home. What a day!
After we’ve unloaded our cases and other
paraphernalia from the RZ I finish by plugging it
into my wall charger, in the knowledge that come
tomorrow morning it’ll have a full battery once
again and be ready for another day of motoring.

The new Lexus RZ has fitted perfectly into my life,
offering luxury, versatility and stunning design in
equal measure. Now it’s your turn. Contact Lexus
on/at lexus.co.uk to bookyour 24-hour test
drive today, and see what a day with the new
Lexus RZ has in store for you.



FIRST FOR

IF the VolkswagenGolf is the do-it-all family
hatchback, the R is the do-it all Golf. No

othermodel in the range has the samebreadth of
abilities, although that’s reflected in the price. At
£42,745 for the hatch, and another £1,400 for the
Estate, this all-wheel-drive super-hatchmixeswith
a host of highly talented high-performance rivals.
In VW’s line-up, the R sits above the front-drive

Golf GTI (261bhp) and its hardcoreClubsport
(296bhp) offshoot, offering extra power (328bhp)
courtesy of amore highly strung version of the
familiar 2.0-litre, four-cylinder turbochargedengine.
VWGroup sister brandCupra offers hot versions

of the Leon, including the Leon 333,which has the
sameengine and 4x4 drivetrain as the R, but only as
an estate. Audi’s S3 also has similar running gear to
theCupra, and only costs £2,500more.
TheGolf R benefits from theMk8.5 facelift that

covered thewholeGolf range earlier this year. You
can spot the newmodel by its sharpermatrix-LED
headlights, illuminatedVWbadgeandextended
lowerbumperwith enlargedair intakes. It’s an
imposing front end, but the extensive use of shiny
black plastic does look a little low rent.
At the rear, fresh light clusters appear and the

samepiano black plastic is usedmore sparingly
on the chunky splitter with quad exhaust pipes.
VWalso introduced a fresh set of beautiful, but
optional, 19-inch forged alloyswith theMk8.5
facelift. CalledWarmenau, thesemulti-spoke
rims are 20 per cent lighter than comparable
items so they help improve handling, too.
There’s only one trim level as such, but VW is

offering a Black Editionwith darkened exterior
badges, black exhaust tips and black brake calipers
behind black 19-inch Estoril alloywheels.
This version also has theRPerformancePackage,

which is a £1,915 option on other Golf Rs. It gets you
a higher top speed of 168mph, an enlarged roof
spoiler, a GPS-based lap timer and aG-meter.
There are also two additional drivingmodes: Drift
for sideways shenanigans on track, and Special,
which is optimised for theNürburgring.
Underneath, theGolf R gets quite the set-up.

The4Motion all-wheel drive system features
torque vectoring on the rear axle,meaning it can
send up to 100 per cent of the drive to the outside
rearwheel in corners. This is pairedwith theXDS
virtual differential on the front axle.
Then there’s theDCC (DynamicChassis Control)

systemand the Intelligent Vehicle Dynamics
Managerworking in the background to optimise
damping, power distribution, steering and various
other parameterswithin the R’s fivemain driving
modes –Comfort, Eco, Sport, Race and Individual.
Sure enough, on the road, the assortment of

drivingmodes has amajor say in theway the R

SETTINGS
Drivers have at least five
modes to choose from, and
theymake a real difference
to theway theRbehaves

ALFAROMEO
JUNIOR
EntryeditionofbabySUV

LEXUS
RZ300E
MoreaffordableversionofEV

LEVC
L380
LuxuryelectricMPVglides in

28

30

32

Steve
Walker

Steve.Walker@autoexpress.co.uk
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behaves. In theComfort setting the ride is firm but
well damped, so that the smoothGerman roads of
our test route didn’t upset the car’s composure. As
youmove up through Sport to Race, things get a lot
more jiggly and themuch firmer end of the 15-step
scale available in Individualmode is best left for
trackwork. OnUK roads,we suspectmost owners
will keep the car locked in the softer settings.
VW’s engineers aimed to deliver greater

precision and driver engagementwith theMk8.5
updates and they have largely been successful.
The steering is light enough tomake town driving
simple, but it gainsweight as you up the speed,
and according to the drivemode selected. There’s
a tonne of grip, too, and no issues using the power

FIRSTDRIVE Performance flagship of recently
revised hatchback range is put through its paces

VolkswagenGolf R
Price:£42,745 Onsale:Now
Engine:2.0-litre four-cylinder, turbo petrol
Power/torque:328bhp/420Nm
Transmission:Seven-speed automatic,
all-wheel drive

0-62/topspeed:4.6 seconds/155mph
Economy/CO2:33.2mpg/184g/km
Size (L/W/H):4,296/1,789/1,454mm

ESSENTIALS

“Theengineersaimedtodeliver
moreprecisionandengagement,
andtheyhave largelysucceeded”

DRIVES

to blast out of bends,while theGolf R feels alive
and communicative in those fast corners.
Despite this enhanced feeling of agility, it’s still

brutally quick frompoint to point, and supremely
easy to drive fast.With 328bhp and 420Nmof
torque, it’ll pick up its heels at a prod of the throttle
almost regardless of the gear and engine speed.
If youwork the gearbox hard, the optional

(£3,315) Akrapovic exhaust pops and burbles away,
partiallymaking up for the less than sonorous
engine note. The 0-62mph sprint takes 4.6
seconds,while the top speed is limited to either
155mph, or 168mphwith the R-Performance Pack.
On theWLTP combined cycle, the R returns a

fair 33mpg. That’s some7mpgdownon theGTI,
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but competitivewith a BMWM135 xDrive or
Mercedes-AMGA35, despite havingmore power.
The interior is very similar towhat you’ll find in

other Golfs. Themain things thatmark the R out
are the sports seatswith their big side bolsters, and
special graphics on the screens. The carbon-fibre
trim piece running across the dash on our test car
is a £790 option, and lower down there are hard
plastics. Overall, the R struggles to feel quite as
special inside as someof its rivals.
Being the flagshipmodel, theGolf R gets the

larger 12.9-inch touchscreen that’s an option on
many lesser Golfs.More importantly, it runs the
latest, heavily updatedVW infotainment software.
The system is noticeably quicker to respond and
hasmore key functions on permanent display,
including the climate controls. VW’s philosophy of
keeping physical buttons to aminimumstill holds,
but this is certainly a significant improvement over
the set-up in the pre-faceliftMk8Golf.
In front of the driver is a second 10.25-inch

Digital Cockpit Pro instrument cluster, a slick visual
interfacewithmore bespokeGolf R graphics. If
you choose the optional R-Performance Pack,
this is home to that lap timer andG-meter – of
interest to thosewhowant to take advantage
of the R’s considerable talents as a circuit car.
The driving position in theGolf R is first class,

with plenty of adjustment in the seat for taller
drivers to stretch their legs – as long as there’s
nobody sitting behind – and a steeringwheel
with lots of reach adjustment. Thatwheel has
large paddle shifters behind it for the seven-

FIRST DRIVE Volkswagen Golf R

THERsitsat thepinnacleof theVolkswagen
Golf rangeand lords it over lesserhatchbacks
witha level ofperformance thatvery fewcars
canmatchat thisprice.The latesteditionhas
upped itsgame in termsofdriverenjoyment
aswell,with theconfigurationavailable in the
drivingmodesmeaning it canbeadjusted to
suit a rangeofscenarioson roadand track.
TheMk8.5Golfpackage isn’tperfect, but the
Rpushes it toahighly impressiveextreme.

VERDICT

speedDSGgearbox –more prominent than
those you get in Golf GTImodels.
TheGTIs do have an advantage here though,

becausewhile they got new steeringwheelswith
physical buttons as part of the facelift, theGolf R’s
wheel retained the touch-sensitive buttons that are
so easy to inadvertently presswhile driving. It was
deemed too expensive to re-engineer theGolf R’s
wheel because it has a special ‘R’ shortcut button
to the drivingmodes and is unique as a result.
Those big seats can eat into rear legroom too,

to the point that sitting behind a tall driverwould
be difficult even for smaller adults. The likes of the
Ford Focus ST andHondaCivic Type R fare better
here. Youalsoonly get341 litres of boot space–33
litres down on the front-wheel-drive Golfs.

EQUIPMENT
Kit is in linewithR’s flagshipstatus, including three-
zone climate control andHarmanKardon audio

INTERIOR
Latest R receives sameMk8.5 improvements as
otherGolfs,with better tech andergonomics, but
it retains the samesteeringwheel asMk8model

STYLING
Amongupdated features
onGolfRare illuminated
badge, new lights and
extended lowerbumper



SELF-CLEANING
PROPERTIES
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Alfa Romeo
Junior Elettrica
FIRSTUKDRIVE Brand’s first EV provides a tempting sporty
alternative to Stellantis siblings and rival compact crossovers

ALFA Romeo’s first all-electric car, the
Junior,marks a significant step for the Italian

marque. The small electric crossover has plenty
of rivals, not least from fellowStellantis offerings
including the Vauxhall Mokka Electric, Fiat 600e,
Peugeot E-2008 and JeepAvenger EV.
The brand says the entry-levelmodel in its

line-up should appeal to buyers of the oldGiulietta
andMiTo supermini. The Junior is available to order
now, but there’s an ‘Ibrida’ version coming inmid-
2025 aswell, using the 136bhpmild-hybrid set-up
found in a swathe of Stellantis products.
Despite theAlfa Romeobadge, the Junior EV is

keenly priced. It starts from£33,895 in Elettrica
form, rising to £35,695 for the Speciale. Beyond
this is the flagship 276bhpVeloce that costs from
£42,295, has a top speed of 124mph andwill sprint
from0-62mph in 5.9 seconds.
The Juniorwill be availablewith a choice of three

trim packs. The ‘Technology Pack’ bringsmatrix-
LED headlights, awireless smartphone charger, a
powered tailgatewith gesture control, and sat-nav,
while the ‘PremiumPack’ gets an uprated interior
finish plus electric adjustment and amassaging
function on the driver’s seat. The ‘Sport Pack’
delivers exterior styling tweaks, plus someglorious
Sabelt sports seats andAlcantara upholstery.
The Elettrica Specialewe’re driving is considered

tobe the ‘launchedition’. Itmixes keyelements from
the threepacks,with redpaint and 18-inch alloy
wheels, plus a unique upholstery finish, a leather-
covered steeringwheel and keyless entry and start.
All versionshave thesame 10.25-inch touchscreen

with Apple CarPlay andAndroid Auto, plus a 10.25-
inch driver display. A heat pump, aMode3 charging
cable and an 11kWon-board charger are standard.
Power comes froma 154bhpelectricmotor on the

front axle and a 54kWhbattery. The 0-62mphdash

Alastair
Crooks

Alastair.Crooks@autoexpress.co.uk

takes nine seconds and the e-motor continues
to be responsive all theway up to higher speeds.
Alfa claims the Junior is the best car in its class to

drive, despite it using the samee-CMP2platform
asmany other Stellantis EVs. To back up those
claims, themarque has been extremely thorough in
its development of the Junior’s chassis, reworking
the suspension, brakes andoverall drivingdynamics.
While the drive is genuinely engaging, there’s a

little harshness in the suspension comparedwith its
siblings. It’smost noticeable in town, although the
car skips over larger potholes and bumps at speed,

while still having a surprisingly taut chassis. The
steering is quick, body roll is verywell controlled,
and the brakes have a nice enough feel, too.
The Junior Elettrica offers up to 255miles of

range and thanks to that standard-fit heat pump,
this figure should be pretty realistic all year round.
Themore powerful Veloce has a 208-mile range.
The Junior's standard on-board chargerwill top

up the car from zero to 100 per cent in five hours,
45minutes. And as part of the buying package,
Alfawill also throw in a £1,000wallbox fromOhme
with anOctopus smart tariff for those customers
who require a charger at home. A 100kW fast-
charging capability can replenish the battery from
20 to 100 per cent in 30minutes.
Inside, the small steeringwheel and low-slung

driving position indicate the Junior’s sporty
personality, and cabin quality is pretty good,with
everything feelingwell built. There is some scratchy
plastic on the doors and dotted elsewhere around
the cabin, but all the frequently used areas appear
sturdy and premiumenough for the segment.
The two 10.25-inch screenswork perfectly, too.

Alfa’s latest infotainment system is responsive,
easy to understand and looks classy. But the central
touchscreen is set a little low in the dash,with Alfa
prioritising a selection of shortcut buttons above it.
The driver’s display has a clear readout, although
there's notmuch scope for personalisation.
The Junior sits lower than theHyundai Kona

Electric and Kia EV3, but taller than the Peugeot
E-2008 and JeepAvenger EV, despite its sporty
aspirations. You get plenty of headroom front and
back as a result, while rear legroom is decent.
Overall visibility is pretty good,with a lowbonnet

andwindow line. TheA-pillars are a little thick,
though, especially with the in-built speaker sticking
out. Awide rear pillar isn’t too helpful either.
With a 400-litre boot capacity, it's about average

for its class. The Peugeot E-2008offers 434 litres,
while the JeepAvenger EV can onlymuster 355
litres, but theHyundai Kona Electric (466 litres)
offersmore. The capacity rises to 1,265 litreswith
the 40:60-split rear bench folded. There’s a bit of
a lip to the boot andwhile the opening is nice and
square, it’s not thewidest. An automated electric
bootlid is standard on the Speciale version.
Cabin storage isn’t especially generous in the

Junior, with a very small opening under the centre
console and some shallowdoor bins.

AlfaRomeoJunior
Elettrica Speciale
Price:£35,695 Onsale:Now
Powertrain:54kWhbattery, 1x e-motor
Power/torque: 154bhp/260Nm
Transmission:Single-speed automatic,
front-wheel drive

0-62/topspeed:9.0 seconds/93mph
Range:255miles
Maxcharging: 100kW (20-100% in 30minutes)
Size (L/W/H):4,173/1,781/1,535mm

ESSENTIALS

INTERIORLow-slung sports seats, small
steeringwheel, dark colour schemeand red
highlights give the cabin a suitably racy feel

FIRST DRIVE Alfa Romeo Junior Elettrica
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ALFARomeohas injectedadegreeof flair
into thee-CMP2platform, resulting inan
engagingsmall EV.Theelectricpowertrain
mightnotappeal todiehardAlfa fans,but the
Junior’s steering, road-holdingandplayful
naturewill.With itscompetitive range,useful
practicalityandan interestingdesign, thecar
is a temptingchoice inacrowdedmarket.

“AlfaclaimstheJunior is thebestcar in itsclass todrive,despite
itusingthesamee-CMP2platformasmanyotherStellantisEVs”

VERDICT

ONTHEROAD
TheJunior Elettrica is genuinely engaging to
driveand theperformance is sufficient toattract
those looking for a small EV that’s lots of fun

DRIVES
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FIRST DRIVE Lexus RZ 300e

“NeitherthebZ4X
northeSolterragive
youthesame levelsof
refinementas theRZ”

Lexus
FIRSTDRIVEMore affordable ve
EV proves that less can bemore,

Alastair
Crooks

Alastair.Crooks@autoexpress.co.uk

ALTHOUGH the Toyota bZ4X andSubaru
Solterra are decent competitors in the

all-electric family SUV sector, we’ve been
underwhelmed by themso far. Back in 2023,
Lexusweighed inwith the RZ–which uses the
sameEV-dedicated e-TNGAplatform as the
Toyota and Subaru – but in 450e guise it fell flat.
Nowwe’re trying the RZ300e edition.
The initial impressions are good.While the

RZ 450e delivers a range of 272miles (252miles
when fittedwith bigger alloys), the 300e can cover
up to 297miles on a charge. However, the extra
range doesn’t come fromabigger battery, because
the 300e uses the same71.4kWhpack as the
450e. Instead, the new version uses a single
electricmotor for front-wheel drive, compared
with the all-wheel-drive, dual-motor 450e.
Inevitably, that slows the RZ’s acceleration,

becausewith just one 201bhp electricmotor,
the 300e takes eight seconds to sprint from
0-62mph; the 450ewill do it in just 5.3 seconds.
Although the instant torque of the electricmotor
gives the RZ300e some initial punch, this fades
pretty quickly and you soon understand that
straightline speed isn’t what the RZ is about.
The 18-inch alloywheels in our lower-spec

Premiumcar not only improve range by 31miles
over the 20-inch rims on the PremiumPlusmodel,

but they also contribute to excellent ride quality.
The RZ glides over bumps and potholes, and its
roadmanners are refreshing in the face of a tide
of electric family SUVs that often inappropriately
prioritise chassis stiffness and sportiness. Neither
the bZ4X nor the Solterra can give you the same
levels of refinement as the Lexus, which is
supremely quiet at cruising speeds.
That’s not to say the RZ falls apart at the sight

of a corner, though. The new ‘by-wire’ steering
might be light and lacking in ultimate feedback,
but body roll is controlled. The Lexus is noticeably
front-driven in the bends, but it doesn’t scrabble
for grip, even in thewet, thanks towide tyres.
The RZ’s interior feels verywell put together and

has all the high-qualitymaterials you’d expect in the
premium-SUV class, although it’s lacking the eye-
catching, tech-laden pizazz of the newAudi Q6
e-tron. There’s plenty of adjustment in the driver’s
seat and you can set it surprisingly low, considering
the rather sedate, non-sporty driving experience.
Visibility is pretty decent all around, but the door
mirrors are absolutely gigantic, sowe’d be curious
to see how far the RZ’s 0.26 drag coefficient could
be reduced if it was fittedwith cameras instead.
Lexus has finely honed the art of comfortable,

cosseting seats, and this shows in the eight-way
electronically adjustable heated chairs in the RZ.
Rear-seat passengerswon’t bewanting for
legroom (despite there being no space under the
front seats for feet), while a fixed panoramic glass

ONTHEROAD The300e’s
18-inch alloys improve
theRZ’s ride quality

TECH Surround-viewcamerasmake low-speed
navigation easier. The300ehas just oneelectric
motor,which helps to boost range to 297miles
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RZ 300e
ersion of Lexus’s premium
thanks to some key tweaks

THERZ300emakesmuchmoresense
with theaddedefficiency thatcomes
fromthesinglemotor, even if its range
still isn’t up therewith its rivals’. Interior
qualityanddesignarestill excellent,
and for some, theRZwill bewortha
lookbasedon thecabinqualityalone.
Combine thatwithadrivingexperience
that sensibly targetscomfort, plus loads
of rearpassengerandbootspace, and
theRZ looks likeanappealingpackage.

VERDICT

LexusRZ300ePremium
Price:£52,295 Onsale:Now
Powertrain:71.4kWhbattery, 1x e-motor
Power/torque:201bhp/266Nm
Transmission:Single-speed automatic,
front-wheel drive

0-62/topspeed:8.0 seconds/99mph
Range:297miles
Maxcharging: 150kW (0-80% in 30min)
Size (L/W/H):4,910/1,895/1,635mm

ESSENTIALS

roof is standard. This helps give the cabin a bright
and airy feel, andwith top-spec Takumi trim it’s
heat-resistant and dimmable.
Lexus has designed the cockpit with its ‘Tazuna

concept’, which should allow the driver to access
themost important controls easily.We found the
screen itself offered a superb resolution, with little
to no lag fromour inputs. That said, the driver’s
instrument cluster looked confusing and dated,
plus ourmodel’s displaywas a little blurred.
Those hoping for extra boot space because

there’s no rear electricmotor,may be a little
disappointed, however. Although the 300e’s
522-litre capacity is better than in aNissan
Ariya or BMW iX3, it’s the same as the 450e’s.
Beneath themoveable boot floor you can store

the cable for the 11kWon-board charger, whichwill
top up the RZ from zero to 80 per cent in six-and-
a-half hours. Amaximumcharging speed of 150kW
is pretty standard these days, and at that rate you’ll
take 30minutes to recover the same amount of
energy.While our test involved somedriving around
a prettywet Loch Lomond,we saw3.5mi/kWh,
comparedwith the 4.2mi/kWhquoted by Lexus.

DRIVING
Thebody iswell controlled in bends,
although the light steeringmeans
the Lexus isn’t a car for keendrivers

INTERIOR
Physical switches
for the climate
control sit
proudof the
hi-res 14-inch
touchscreen, and
there are lots of
buttons on the
steeringwheel

DRIVES
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MarkRainford

FIRST DRIVE LEVC L380

LEVC L380
FIRSTDRIVE Luxury eight-seat electricMPV glides inwith a
sumptuous, versatile interior, air suspension and a long range

MPVs have verymuch fallen out of favour in
Europe but, for the rich and the famous, premium
people-movers like theMercedes V-Class and
Lexus LM remain verymuch in vogue.
Now LEVC,manufacturer of the iconic TX/TX5

London taxi, is looking tomuscle in on theMPV
actionwith its L380, an electricMPV.
It’s a big car. So big, in fact, that it’s available to

order in Chinawith eight seats (UK cars are due in
around 18months). That in itself wouldn’t be so
surprising but for the fact that those chairs are
spread across four rows in a body that’s still a
few centimetres shorter than a V-Class.
Indeed, such is the practicality of the L380, it

comeswith not one but two rows of fully reclining
captain’s chairs, with passengers in the second
and third rows both able to lie back, complete
with a leg rest, without any compromises. There
are also near-two-metre-long rails in the floor
that allow all the seats to be spread out, or pushed
together for greater storage space.
When specified as an eight-seater, the fourth-

row seats can fold into the floor electronically, or
rotate 90 degrees to enable a so-called ‘fishing
mode’, allowing you to dangle your legs out of the
back and catch your lunch in comfort.
These qualitiesmean the L380 is just as adept

at bussing a large family around as it is shuttling
thewealthy to their private jets.
Comfort is at the core of the L380’s repertoire.

It sits on amodified version of Geely’s SEA
platform (called SOA), which has proven itself
particularly capable under cars such as the
Polestar 4 and not yet UK-relevant Zeekr 001.
The L380 has single-chamber air suspension

with continuous damping control, whichmakes for
a sumptuous ride on nearly all surfaces. Itmay be
a little akin to awaterbed at times, but it should
make a decent fist of theUK’s potholed streets.
That same air suspension allows the ride height

to be adjusted for different purposes, including for
loading suitcases or heavy items into the back. The
L380will swallowplenty, with 1,100 litres of space
behind the third row andmore if you slide the seats
forward,which can be done via a switch in the boot.
The car also comeswith super-light steering

– verymuch a trait of Chinese cars – aswell as
automatic parking and Level 2 ADAS functionality
for things like automatic cruise control, lane-keep
assist and indicator-activated overtakes. The

rear-viewmirror also has a camera function,
in case you’re finding it hard to see past a
busload of heads and luggage.
Aswell as copious levels of head, shoulder, knee

and foot room, save for the driver’s seatwhere the
frontwheelarch limits the space for resting your left
foot (possibly not a problemon right-hand-drive
versions), there’s a bunch of comfort-oriented
features and plenty of premiummaterials to hand.
To beginwith, all versions comewith soft leather

on the seats, doors and dashboard, suede roof
lining and up to 10 layers of cushioning on each
seat, aswell as heating and ventilation on the
front three rows. For the driver and second-row
passengers, there’s amassage function, which on
higher-specmodels can be specified via screens
embedded in the second-row armrests.
The samepassengers can alsomake use of

a leather-clad tray tablewith a groove for tablets,
15-inch screens forwatching TV andmovies on the
go, a 7.2-litre fridge unit that can cool down to -6C
andwarm to 50C, and an electric sunblind for the

LEVCL380
Price:£75,000 (est) Onsale: 2026
Powertrain: 140kWhbattery, 2x e-motors
Power/torque:536bhp/686Nm
Transmission:Single-speed automatic,
four-wheel drive

0-62/topspeed:5.5 seconds/105mph
Range:497+miles (Chinese cycle)
Maxcharging:260kW (10-80% time TBC)
Size (L/W/H):5,316/1,998/1,940mm

ESSENTIALS

INTERIOR
L380has up to four rowsof

leather-covered seats, someof
which are heated andcooled, and
offer amassage function. There’s
also a fridge and large screens
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DRIVES

THELEVCL380entersamarketplace
that’sdueasignificant talentupgrade,
and thenewcomerdoesn’t somuchmove
theneedleas replace it completely. It’s
supremelycomfortable, verygenerously
equipped,andhashugeamountsofspace. If
it’spriced rightwhen it comes to theUK, it’s
likely todominate the luxury-MPVsegment.

“TheL380sitsonamodifiedversionof
Geely’sSEAplatform,whichhasproven
itselfcapableonthePolestar4”

VERDICT ____b

PRACTICALITY
The second and third rows are captain’s chairs
that slide on rails,while the fourth row folds
into the floor to boost cargo-carrying ability

enormous 2.12m-squared panoramic glass roof.
That sunroof, aswell as thewindscreen and all
three sidewindows, is dual-layered,whichmakes
the L380 a very pleasant place towhile away
themiles. If it’s too hushed for you, each variant
comes equippedwith an impressive 14-speaker
Yamaha sound systemas standard.
For the driver, there’s a large head-up display

that features both a blind-spot camera feedwhen
indicating, aswell as a 300-metre night-vision
camera that helps highlight hazards.
The L380 also impresses on performance and

range, particularly when stacked up against the
Mercedes EQV. Drive comes fromeither a single,
rear-mounted 200kW (268bhp)motor producing

343Nmof torque, or a dual-motor set-up that
doubles your numbers for all-wheel-drive stability
and a 0-62mph sprint of 5.5 seconds, obliterating
the EQV’s 12.1-second time.
The LEVC’s range is also considerably better

than theMercedes’, with 101kWh, 116kWh, or
140kWh-battery variants offering 354, 419, and
497-plusmiles respectively (on the somewhat
optimistic Chinese test cycle), comfortably
beating the EQV’s 219-mile range – evenwhen
marking thoseAsian numbers downby 25 per
cent for real-world range.
Charging speeds are equally pleasing, with DC

fast charging as high as 260kW,whichmeans you
can add over 200miles of range in 15minutes.

DRIVES
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FEATURE Electric Moke
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WHAT is a car? Forget about today’s
tech-laden computers onwheels and

instead rewind the clock to the dawn ofmotoring.
Thiswaswhen the carwas nothingmore than a
bare-bones yet expensive luxury item that doubled
as ameans for travelling short distances and
displaying your personal wealth.With this inmind,
let us introduce you to the newElectricMoke.
Butwe need to get a handful of things out of

theway first. The ElectricMoke is not a ‘restomod’;
it’s an all-new vehicle that’s been built in Britain,
aiming to recapture the spirit of the sixties original.
Second, this isn’t a ‘MiniMoke’ at all, but an

‘ElectricMoke’. BMWholds the rights to theMini
brand,which it acquired fromRover Group back
in 1996. TheMoke nameplate, on the other hand,
was bought byChinesemanufacturer Chery – the
conglomerate behind the likes of EV brands
Omoda and Jaecoo–which has been building new
petrol-powered versions under the nameofMoke
International since 2013. The brandwent 100 per
cent electric in 2022 and gainedM1 Small Series
approval in 2023, allowing the ElectricMoke to be
driven on themotorway in Europe.
Finally, and perhapsmost importantly, unlike

most reviews,we’re going to reveal our verdict up
front: unless you’re amulti-millionaire, we don’t
recommend you buy the ElectricMoke. At just
shy of £36,000, it’s littlemore than a toolshed on
wheels for the sameprice as an electric family car.
But it’s a charming toolshed, nonetheless.
As you can see, the design of theMoke has

changed very little over the years, yet fundamental
changes have beenmade tomeetmodern roads,
safety regulations and…portion sizes.
The newcar is roughly 10 per cent larger than the

original, although unless both carswere side-by-
side, you probablywouldn’t notice. Easier to spot
are the LED headlights and amore comprehensive
rollover hoop. There’s also the large fake grille,

Wedrive the retro-inspired EV hailed as an antidote to theworldwe live in

REIMAGINING
TheElectricMoke is slightly
larger than theoriginal and has
LEDheadlights, a fakegrille, new
suspension anddisc brakes
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FEATURE

ROBIN KENNEDY COO, Moke International

“WEDON’TWANTTO
GREENWASH.WE’RE
EXPLORINGTHEUSEOF
SUSTAINABLEMATERIALS”

DRIVING
Onceyou’ve
got used to the
brakepedal’s
travel, the
Moke is huge
fun, as long as
youdon’tmind
windblast at
higher speeds

which looks pretty convincing froma distance,
albeit a tad chintzy up close.
Peel away the ElectricMoke’s steel and

aluminiumbodywork and that’swhere you’ll find the
greatest changes; the EVgets amoremodern and
sophisticated suspension set-up, aswell as proper
disc brakes at the front. Themost significant
addition is the fully electric powertrain; the Electric
Moke gets a 10.8kWhbattery pack, which the firm
sayswill return an average of 54miles on a charge
– not enough for a cross-country trip, but ideal for
popping to the local artisanal vegan coffee shop.
The ElectricMoke has roughly 50 per centmore

power than the original, with 44bhp being sent to
the rearwheels. This extra oomph is necessary,
though, because at around800kg, the EV is quite
a bit portlier than the original. Moke International
quotes a relatively zippy 0-30mph time of 4.5
seconds, because the car is limited to 50mph.
Contort yourself over the huge sidepods to step

inside and you’ll find theMoke’s driving position
hasn’t evolvedmuch over six decades, either.
I’m not exactly a giant, at five feet ten, but even
I struggled to get comfortable. The teamatMoke
International say they’re planning to install a longer
set of seat rails in the future, but the awkward
steeringwheel angle of oldmodels remains, with its
upright positioning and lack of power steering akin
to using the turntable on a funfair teacup ride.
Out on the road iswhere the ElectricMoke’s

inherent juxtapositions between old and neware
most stark; you don’t expect a car that feels this

old to have such a level of get-up-and-go. That’s
not tomention the brake pedal’s travel, which feels
archaically long, yetwhen it finally bites, gives
you an astonishing level of stopping power.
TheMoke is pretty refined at higher speeds,

too; it gets up to its 50mphmaximumwith no
fuss and the suspension, while firm, isn’t unsettled
too easily. That said, the lack of doors orwind
deflectorsmay give awonderful open-air feeling,
but alsomeans your hair will quicklymake you look
like you belong in a seventies glam rock band. In a
car once driven by theworld’smost famous spy,
ironically I have never feltmore conspicuous.
Wepull over to have a chatwithMoke

International’s chief operating officer, Robin
Kennedy, and plug in the car; with a three-pin
plug, the ElectricMoke can be charged from
zero to 80 per cent in just two hours.
Kennedy describes theMoke as an “antidote to

the crazyworldwe live in”, explaining thatwhile the
car itself is just a bit of fun, the firm itself is serious
about its commitment to the environment. He tells

us howhe andMoke International’s teamof 15
envisage building cars out of sustainablematerials
such as sugar cane and potentially powering the
car’s tiny battery via solar panels.
“Wedon’t want to greenwash,” he said. “We

don’t have a fully sustainable car yet, butwe’re
exploring the usage of ‘friendly’materials.”
For the time being, things remain on a pretty

small scale; from its factory in Northamptonshire,
Moke International currently produces 500 cars per
year, with a goal to increase this number to 5,000.
A partnershipwith the BlueMarine Foundation
charity in 2022 led to twoElectricMokes being
auctioned off at $250,000 (£191k) apiece – one of
whichwas bought by PrinceAlbert II ofMonaco.
Yetwhile even regular versions of the Electric

Moke are pretty expensive,Moke International has
a plan forwhat it describes as “democratising”
access to the iconicMoke brand. Partnerships
with various hotels across theworld enable
admittedlywell-off holidaymakers to experience
theMoke for themselves for as little as £150 per
day. Of the carsMoke International sells, some80
per cent currently go into private ownership, with
the push towards the rentalmarket intended to
push up the fleetmarket share.
For lack of a better phrase, the ElectricMoke is a

fantastically flawed hoot, and although the Surrey
Hills on a cloudyweekdayweren’t its intended
stomping ground,wewouldn't say no to an all-
expenses-paid trip out to theCaribbean or Key
West to experience the EVMoke lifestyle for real.

THEMINI MOKE STORY
ARRIVINGon thesceneback in 1964,
theMiniMokewasbornoutof theBritish
MotorCorporation’s failure toproducea
cheapand lightweightoff-roadvehicle for
theBritish army that couldbedropped into
battle via aparachute.
TheworkoforiginalMini designer,Alex

Issigonis, the ‘Buckboard’, as itwas
originally called,wasdiscounted for its low
groundclearanceand lackofpower,which
compromised its off-roadcapabilities.
Adoptingnotonly half of its namebut also

its runninggear fromtheaforementioned
AustinMini, theMiniMokewas insteadsold
asacivilian vehicleonandoff until 1993 in
variousmarkets, gainingcult statusas the
wheelsof choice for the likesof theBeach
Boys, theBeatles,BrigitteBardot andeven
JamesBond in the filmLiveandLetDie,
aswell as several others.
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When it comes to your next business car decision,
affordability and reliability are key. But you’ll also need
whatever wheels you decide on to be practical, full of
the latest technology and be flexible enough for all the
family. Say hello to the New Ford Kuga plug-in hybrid
SUV: with bold styling, next-level connectivity and a
more versatile interior, plus the company car tax-saving
advantages and fuel efficiency on offer via its PHEV
powertrain, the New Kuga provides you with the perfect
stepping stone to an all-electric future.

Good business sense
While there are currently many reasons and incentives
to purchase a new EV, not every customer is in a
position to jump straight from petrol or diesel power
to a fully electric vehicle. With this in mind, Ford has
designed the Kuga plug-in hybrid SUV to offer you the
best of both worlds; electric power to cover most, if not
all, of your day-to-day journeys, with the reassurance
of a petrol engine to tackle longer road trips when you
need to.
If you’re not quite ready to commit to an all-electric

car, then the Kuga PHEV makes complete sense, giving
you the flexibility you need for your individual lifestyle
while still providing zero emissions at the tailpipe
when driving in EV mode.
And, don’t forget - it’s good for business and your

bank balance, too. Why? Well, the Benefit-in-Kind (BiK)
tax you pay on a company car is linked to the levels of
CO2 it produces: the lower the emissions, the less tax
you incur. Opting for the Kuga plug-in hybrid means
you’ll be in a company car tax band of 8-12 per cent
(depending on which series chosen), versus a figure
that’s more likely to be around 25 to 30 per cent for a
regular petrol model.
Admittedly, if you were to go for an EV, then the BiK

rate would be lower still - at two per cent - but you then
wouldn’t have the backup and easy adaptability of the
plug-in hybrid powertrain, while the tax reduction for
a PHEV compared with a combustion-engined model is
still hugely significant. You might say it’s a win-win.
With an extensive network of trusted dealers, there’s

even more support from Ford to help secure your New
Kuga PHEV model. Plus, if you decide to opt out of your
company car programme then Ford Lease Personal
Contract Hire^ may be an alternative solution for you –
it’s a leasing plan where you pay monthly rentals and
return the vehicle at the end of the agreement.

Family flexibility
The Ford Kuga plug-in hybrid has real family pedigree;
Europe’s best-selling PHEV in 2021 and 2022, the
updated model has been improved further across the
areas that really matter to buyers. With an all-electric
range of up to 42 miles* from its 14.4kWh battery, and

CO2 emissions of just 21g/km,** the Kuga is even more
qualified to take on the role of a capable and efficient
family SUV.
A powerful and stylish new look sets the tone

of what to expect inside the cabin, with a 13.2-
inch touchscreen - running Ford’s latest SYNC 4
infotainment system - taking centre stage. Advanced
connectivity features include Apple CarPlay and
Android Auto, a 5G modem and over-the-air updates
that can remotely upgrade your vehicle’s performance,
comfort and capability - bringing more convenience to
your busy life.
The reimagined interior includes clever touches that

really make a difference to taking the stress out of day-
to-day family motoring; sliding rear seats allow you to
prioritise either extra legroom or more luggage space,
while familiar and equally practical tech such as Ford’s
Quickclear heated front screen, mean you won’t be
kept waiting on chilly morning starts.
When you factor in the new Kuga’s increased

towing capacity of up to 2,100kg,*** along with
active safety systems such as Lane-Keeping Aid with
a Lane-Departure Warning, and Pre-Collision Assist
with Autonomous Emergency Braking, you can feel
reassured that you’re buying into an impressive overall
package that delivers where it counts.
All that’s left to do is decide on which equipment

specification suits your needs best; will it be the sporty
Kuga ST-Line or the extra luxury features that come with
the ST-Line X? Alternatively, the more rugged style of
the Active version, with its raised ride height, off-road-
inspired exterior trim and additional ‘Trail’ drive mode
might appeal to your more adventurous side.

Whatever you decide, you’ll find the Ford Kuga plug-in
hybrid is simply loaded with more.

Discover New Ford Kuga at ford.co.uk/cars/new-kuga

*WLTP (Combined) test results shown for New Kuga
PHEV ST-Line Active.Based on full charge and intended
for comparisons between vehicles.
Real world drive range may vary.
**For Plug-In Hybrid (PHEV) models (21-23g/km).
Figures obtained via WLTP testing procedures, using a
combination of battery power and fuel.
***Max. towing capacity figure relates to the Kuga AWD
Hybrid and Plug-in Hybrid models. Max towing varies
based on cargo, vehicle configuration, accessories and
number of passengers.
^Ford Lease is provided by ALD Automotive Ltd t/a
Ford Lease BS16 7LB authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority register no. 308101.

Discover the perfect work-life balancewith
the NewFord Kuga plug-in hybrid SUV

advertisementfeature
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TESTED Tesla Model Y vs BMW iX1

Tesla has given itsModel Y Long Range family SUV an
extra 90miles of range. Can BMW’s best rival keep up?
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ESSENTIALS BMW iX1
eDrive20 Sport
Price: £46,205
Powertrain: 1x e-motor,
66.4kWh battery, 201bhp
0-62mph: 8.2 seconds
Test efficiency: 3.7miles/kWh
Official range: 293miles
Annual VED: £0

TeslaModel Y Long Range RWD
Price: £46,990
Powertrain: 1x e-motor,
92kWh battery, 342bhp
0-62mph: 5.7 seconds
Test efficiency: 3.7miles/kWh
Official range: 373miles
Annual VED: £0

TESTS
Pete

G
ibson
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TESTED Tesla Model Y vs BMW iX1

IF any one brand can be credited for
transforming the EV landscape, it’s

hard to look beyond Tesla. TheModel Y is the
company’smost successfulmodel to date,
andwith 1.2million sold in 2023, it was the
world’s biggest-selling car last year.While
theUKmarket isn’t quite its strongest, it still
ranked fifth in the charts here last year, and
remains in the top 10 so far in 2024.
Butwith somany competitors flooding

themarket, standing still willmean falling
back, which iswhy Tesla has introduced an

Modern family transport has never been more compelling

ONTHEROAD
PERFORMANCEhas never been
in short supply in theModel Y, and
even though that’s not thepriority for
the LongRangeRWD, it’s still class-
leading in this area; its 0-60mph timeof
5.7 seconds is a clear 2.9 seconds faster
than theBMWtakes toget to62mph.
However, the iX1 handles and steersmore
sweetly thantheTesla,aswell asdelivering
better refinement and a superior ride
(although it’s still too firm for our liking).

TECHHIGHLIGHTS
THE key upgrade to theModel
Y here is that the existingRear-
Wheel Drivemodel has become
a LongRange. For a £2,000price bump,
thismeans that it gains the larger battery
fitted to thedual-motormodels, but is
evenmore efficient. TheBMW instead
uses amoremodestly sizedbattery to
improve its efficiency, andwith 201bhp
at its disposal in thebase formhere, the
iX1 is 141bhp shyof thisModel Y.

PRICEANDRUNNING
GIVEN the range and
performanceonoffer, it’s hard
not to conclude that theTesla
offers better value formoney. Theentry-
level version of the iX1 starts from roughly
£800 less than theTesla, yet theBMW’s
293-mileWLTP range in baseSport spec
is 80miles short of its rival. At 3.7mi/kWh,
theBMW’s test efficiencywas the same
as theModel Y’s,whichmatched itwhile
offeringmuch stronger performance.

HEADTOHEAD

CONTENDERS
TeslaModelY
ON theoutside, a new74-plate registration
is prettymuch theonly thing that separates
this newLongRangeRWDmodel from its
predecessor, but that’s because the key
changes comeunder the skin.
Themost important statistic to note

here is the range;while a distanceof 283
miles (WLTP)was thebest that drivers of
theoldcarcouldhope for, thenewModelY
now lifts this figure by90miles to an
impressive373miles,which ranks up
there among the class leaders.

62
MPH

improvedmodel variant. The Long Range
RWD is a new ‘range-topper’, but not in terms
of price and spec; instead, it’s the versionwith
the longest range. Priced from£46,990, it’s
pitched at some very capable competition.
BMWmakesmany of the best EVs around.

Strong efficiency, class-leading refinement
and a driving experience that shows little
compromise from its petrolmodels are
becoming electric BMWhallmarks. Its
competition for theModel Y comes in the
shape of the iX1, so does one of the brand’s
smallest electricmodels have the talent to
overcome the Tesla, or do theModel Y’s
updates keep it at the head of the pack?



www.autoexpress.co.uk 16 October 2024 41

PRACTICALITY
EXCELLENT packagingmeans
that theModel Y offers best-in-
class passenger andboot space– it
really is huge inside. Soft seatsmake it a
very comfortable place to sit, regardless
ofwhether you’re in the front or theback.
TheBMW is aphysically smaller car – it’s
a full 251mmshorter than theTesla – so
bothboot and interior space aren’t quite
as generous.However, there’s still plenty
of room inside for families.

SAFETY
BOTHcars achievedexcellent
five-star ratingswhen assessed
byEuroNCAP in 2022. TheBMW’s
ChildOccupant Scorewasmarginally
higher than theTesla’s, but theModel Y
performedbetter in theVulnerable Road
Users, AdultOccupant andSafetyAssist
categories. Indeed, in the caseof the
second and third of those categories, the
Model Ybeat theBMWandevery other
car thatwas assessed that year.

OWNERSHIP
TESLA’S Superchargers form
themost convenient charging
network in the country by far. Simply
plug in, take asmuchelectricity as you
needand the total amount comesout
of your account viaDirectDebit at the
endof themonth. The iX1 canmake the
most of awide rangeof contactless
chargingnetworks (includingTesla’s), but
at 130kW, it can’tmatch theModel Y’s
250kWpeak charging speed.

BMWiX1
THE iX1 launched into an area of the
marketwhereAudi,Mercedes andVolvo
had competent, but still flawed, options,
leaving a largeopportunity for BMW
todrawpremiumbuyers into amore
complete package.At the time, the iX1
was thebest of thebunch.
Since then, a less expensive andmore

efficient powertrain has beenmade
available,which dropped theprice of the
entry-level eDrive20 to£46,205–anear
match for a baseTeslaModel Y.

RANGE
TheTesla’s official rangeof 373miles is
considerablymore than theBMW’s, and
theModel Y has faster charging speeds

TESTS
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IT’S not hard to seewhy theModel Y
is such a roaring successworldwide.

It’s a carwhich has become a standard-
setting family car; not only does it put a
huge tick in the safety and practicality
boxes, but it alsomanages to offer a level
of badge appeal that, for a surprisingly
modest price,makes for quite an
irresistible combination formany.
There are flaws to be uncovered here,

but regular improvements – including to a
powertrain range that has always led the class
–means that few alternatives can return the
degree of all-round appeal that’s on show.

ENGINES&PERFORMANCE 4.6/5_
LET’S not beat about the bush:when it
comes to electric vehicles in this segment,
nothing in this class is capable ofmatching
the all-roundmix of performance and
efficiency of theModel Y.
The pick of the range is the base Long

Range Rear-Wheel Drive, which not only
offers the best range of the three powertrain
choices at 373miles, but is still able to achieve
a 0-60mph time of just 5.7 seconds. The
power delivery is linear and predictable,
too; while some EVs dumpall of their torque
to the frontwheels instantly, causing clumsy
wheelspin, theModel Y instead brings it in
gradually, causing a surge of acceleration
that’s not unlike driving a very powerful
petrol-powered car andmoving away from
standstill in second gear.
For thosewith slightly less patience, there’s

the Long RangeAll-Wheel Drivemodel, which
cuts the 0-60mph time down to 4.8 seconds,
while the hottest Performance version slashes
that number to just 3.5 seconds, and benefits
froma range of chassis and brake upgrades
to keep everything in check.

DRIVING 4.0/5_
THEModel Y isn’t a car for keen drivers – its
steering feels too artificial and its chassis
lacks sophistication for those tempted to
take a spirited drive down a twisty B-road.
That also translates into an unsettled ride,
which is a little disappointing.

AROUNDTOWNAt low speeds theModel Y
provides amix of excellence and somemore
frustrating elements. On the plus side, the
braking andmotor regeneration are
brilliantly calibrated, whichmeans you can
bring the Tesla to a limo-like smooth stopwith
very little effort. However, if you don’t like
one-pedal driving, this isn’t the car for you,
because there are no other options here.
Another slightproblemwhendriving in town

is that the turning circle, at over 12metres, is
a little underwhelming for a car of this size.

A&B-ROADSThat steering presents
more of an issue at higher speeds, too. It’s
incredibly quick and responsive, which
makes theModel Y agile through the
corners to a point, but theweighting and
feedback are poor, feelingmore like the
cheapMario Kart-imitating racing game
playable through the car’s touchscreen
than it does a physical steering rack.
It’s also not helped by the heavy brake

regeneration, whichmeans thatwhen
entering a corner, it’s tricky to balance
the car through a turn.Most driverswill
rarely use the actual brakes, but for those
occasionswhen they are needed, a little
more firmness to the pedalwouldmake
things feel rathermore reassuring.
In reality, the chassis isn’t thatwell

resolved on the Long Rangemodels; while
later cars ride a little softer than earlier
Model Ys’ brutally harsh set-ups, there’s
still some fidgeting that never goes away.
The Performance, which gets a unique
suspension set-up, feelsmuchmore
sophisticated, delivering both better
body control and amore compliant ride.

MOTORWAYThat fidgeting continues at
speed, where theModel Y also begins to
transmit plenty of road noise through its
fat tyres. It’s among themore noisy cars in
this class to drive at high speed as a result.
We’re holding out for the revisedmodel,
because if its upgradesmirror those applied
to the smallerModel 3, they should introduce
more soundproofingmaterials, which
delivered a noticeable improvement in
refinement for its sibling.

MPG&RUNNINGCOSTS 4.7/5_
IN our time aboard the latestModel Y Long
Range Rear-Wheel Drive, we averaged 3.7
miles per kilowatt hour. This figurewas
achieved in cool conditions andwith no
concessions to EV driving, so inwarmer
months andwith a lighter foot, it could
certainly be improved upon. In other
words, Tesla’s claim of 4.0mi/kWh should
be achievable. Cold-weather efficiency
shouldn’t take too drastic a hit, however,
because a heat pump is fitted as standard.

EVRANGE/BATTERY/CHARGING Based on
our efficiency figure, theModel Ywould be
capable of 340miles on a single charge –
farther thanmost peoplewould drive before
stopping.When the time comes to recharge,
allmodels, including the latest Long Range
Rear-Wheel Drive, are now capable of
replenishing their battery at up to 250kW,
whichmeans a 0-80 per cent top-up should
take around 25minutes.

TESTED Tesla Model Y vs BMW iX1

Improved range and efficiency ad



16 October 2024 43

dd even more appeal to huge seller

“NOTHING ELSE INTHISCLASS ISCAPABLEOFDELIVERING
THEALL-ROUNDMIXOFPERFORMANCEANDEFFICIENCY

MODELTESTED:
Tesla Model Y Long Range RWD

TESLA has yet to overhaul its smallest SUV
in the same way that it has done with the
mechanically similar Model 3 saloon. While
there’s a lot to enjoy about the Model Y –
especially with the new, more efficient
powertrain – it won’t be too long before
things improve a little further. We expect

the Model Y’s facelift to mirror
that of its smaller range mate –
not only when it comes to the
design tweaks, but with
refinement upgrades such

as acoustic glass and extra
sound-deadening materials,

plus revised
suspension
bushings.

TESTER’SNOTES

PROS
Superb powertrains
Huge range
Spacious cabin

CONS
Chassis lacks
sophistication
Over-reliance
on touchscreen
Artificial
steering feel

DRIVING
TheModel Y’s power
delivery andbrake

regeneration arewell
engineered for driving
in town, but steering

and ride quality flaws are
evident at higher speeds

TESTS

Alex Ingram
Chief reviewer
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TAX Being a full EV, theModel Y is currently
not subject to anyVED charges. Likewise, its
Benefit in Kind banding places it in the lowest
two per cent bracket for the 2024/25 tax year,
so running costs areminimal here, too.

INSURANCEThe one exception to the Tesla’s
low running costs comes in its insurance.
Even the basemodel gets a lofty group 45
rating, so it’ll be very important to shop
around to find themost competitive figures.

DEPRECIATION If you plan to hold onto your
Model Y for some time – or evenmake the
most of competitive finance deals – then
above-average residuals certainly help its
cause. That desirability is reflected in the
fact that after three years or 36,000miles,
it is predicted tomaintain between 49 and
55 per cent of its original value (the stronger
number applies to this Long Range Rear-
Wheel Drivemodel). That compares strongly
with other premiumEVs such as theAudi
Q4 e-tron – expected to retain just 38-43 per
cent of its asking price over the same period
–while the Renault Scenic line-upmaintains
a respectable 52-54 per cent.

INTERIOR&TECHNOLOGY 4.2/5
THERE’S amodern cabin to be foundhere,
but in some cases theminimalism comes at
the expense of sound ergonomics.

DESIGN Sink into some soft, comfortable
seats, and theModel Y presents the driver
with aminimalist dashboard. Only a large
touchscreen breaks up the vast span of
wood-effect trim that crosses the dashboard
and runs into the door panels, while air is
vented through a subtle gap just above it.

QUALITY Build quality has long been a bone
of contention for Teslaswe’ve tested, with
earlymodels suffering from sharp plastic
trimpieces inside and uneven panel gaps on
the outside. Our latestModel Y test cars show
that things have certainly improved; whilewe
wouldn’t rate the level of finish as highly as
what you’d find on a BMWor Peugeot – the
latter now the standard setter among
mainstreambrands – it appeared to be fine.

TECHANDINFOTAINMENTTesla considers
itself a tech company asmuch as a car brand,
and inmany areas this is clear to see – for
better and forworse. There are no dials
ahead of the small-diameter steeringwheel;
instead everything is controlled through
the vast touchscreen to the side.
Some of this is quite neatlyworked out,

with controls thatmost peoplewill only adjust
a handful of times, such as the steeringwheel

and sidemirrors tweaked by the neat
thumbwheels on the steeringwheel spokes.
Others are just a bit irritating. Headlights

andwipers should always be easily accessible,
andwhile a quick prod on the end of the
indicator stalkmakes thewipersmove and
brings up an on-screen submenu to adjust
the speed, playingwith the lights on the
display is farmore of a faff than it would
bewith a simple switch.
The glovebox is only accessible through the

screen, too, so if your passengerwants to open
it on themove, then theywill have to dive into
a sub-menu, taking the screen away from the
navigation page the driverwas likely using.

PRACTICALITY 4.5/5
TESLA hasmanaged tomaximise the
packaging benefits that comewith small
electricmotors and a flat battery pack
beneath the floor, whichmeans theModel
Y is hugely spacious inside.

FRONTSPACEThe dashboard line is fairly
low,whichmeans that the view ahead is
very good. This is in contrast to the tiny back
window, sowhat goes on behind the driver
ismuchmore of amystery. Fortunately a
range of camerasmake parking in tight
spots a fairly stress-free process.

REARSPACEA completely flat floormakes
the back seat area feel very roomy – evenwith
three people sitting on the bench.While the
smallerModel 3 suffers fromahigh floor
relative to the seat base, there are no such
issues here; thatmeans taller occupantswill
still feel comfortable. Plenty of foot room
beneath the front seats helps, too.

BOOTSPACETesla only quotes a boot volume
that extends to the roof rather than the
window-line figure thatmost other brands
use, so the very generous-looking 854-litre
volumeneeds to be takenwith a pinch of salt.
However, the space on offer is still

enormous comparedwithmost rivals, and
the neat, square load area and relatively low
boot lip are verywell thought out. Better still,
there’s another smaller storage space under
the bonnet, whichmeans that it’s possible
to keep the dirty charging cables separate
from the rest of the luggage.

RELIABILITY&SAFETY 4.5/5
TESLA performed brilliantly in our annual
Driver Power customer satisfaction surveys,
and thatwas backed upwith a second-place
finish overall for the brand in 2024.
It is worth noting, however, that despite

this score, 37.9 per cent of owners experienced
a fault of some sortwithin the first year; out

TESTED Tesla Model Y vs BMW iX1

FITANDFINISH
Teslahasabit of a
reputation forpoor
quality, but it has
improvedstandards
considerably
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of the 32 brands in the rankings, only Jaguar
and Land Rover threwupmore issues.

WARRANTY 4.4/5
TESLA offers buyers a four-yearwarranty
with four years of breakdown cover. The latter
is a very generous package, while the former
ranks Tesla ahead of the premiumGerman
brands, if not the likes ofHyundai, Kia orMG,
which respectively offer five, seven and
seven years ofmanufacturer cover.

SERVICING 4.9/5
THEminimal running costs elsewhere
also apply to servicing. Recommended
maintenance consists of a biennial cabin
filter change and brake fluid check, plus a
suggested tyre rotation every 6,250miles.
Otherwise, there are zero service costs.

PRACTICALITY
Awell shaped, sizeable bootwith a low lip
makes loading easy,while the rear seat backs
are split 40:20:40.Awipe-clean storagewell
beneath thebonnetmeans the charging
cables canbe kept away from theboot

REARSEATS
Three adultswill be happy in theback;
there’s plenty of head and legroom, and
space for feet under the front seats

“THEMODELY’S INTERIOR
BENEFITS FROMTHESMALL
ELECTRICMOTORSANDA
FLATBATTERYPACK

TESLA has always been a brand that likes
to entertain its owners with gimmicks,
and the Model Y’s ‘Toybox’ menu is the
place to go for entertainment of gradually
decreasing levels of maturity. From a cosy
fireplace mode on the touchscreen, to an
external boombox mode which plays your

music to the outside world – or
even a mode that simulates
flatulence – there’s enough
to make the typical
Supercharger stop just fly

by. Whether it passes in a fit
of giggles or toe-curling

cringing will be
down to the
individual.

TESTER’SNOTES

TESTS

Alex Ingram
Chief reviewer
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AS it stands, the iX1 is the smallest EV
offering in BMW’s range. That doesn’t

mean it hasmuch in commonwith the i3
thatwas previously themost compact
model offered.While thatwas an innovative,
smartly designed small car, the iX1 instead
takes aimat the popular compact SUV crowd.
Thatmeans it’s up against not only the

likes of the TeslaModel Y, Audi Q4 e-tron and
Volvo EX40, but also similarly sized,more
mainstreamalternatives such as the Skoda
Enyaq and Peugeot E-3008. There’s the
mechanically similar, butmore stylised,
MINI Countryman, to contendwith, too.

ENGINES&PERFORMANCE 4.3/5_
A LOT of EVs on themarket offer farmore
performance than the average family
buyer really needs. BMWgives the option
of two powertrains in the iX1, and for the
overwhelmingmajority, it’ll be the base
eDrive20 that offers the necessarymix
of performance and range.
It uses a single front-mountedmotor

that produces 201bhp and 250Nmof torque,
which is good for a 0-62mph time of 8.2
seconds. Above that sits the twin-motor,
four-wheel-drive xDrive30. Output climbs
to 309bhp and 494Nm,which is enough to
slash three seconds from the eDrive20’s
0-62mph time. Bothmodels use the same
66.4kWh (net) battery pack, which is
smaller than the class average.

DRIVING 4.3/5_
WHILE it’s not a driver’s car in the true
BMWsense, the iX1 still out-handles the
overwhelmingmajority of the competition.
There is a catch, though: comfort takes a hit.

AROUNDTOWNWhen choosing an iX1,
it’s well worth considering just howmuch
youwant to chase the style you getwith
theMSport’s largewheels and sports
suspension, because it results in a very
hard ride. It’s bordering on the sort of
firmness that buyerswould expect from
ahot hatchback, so it can start to feel a little
wearing in a family carwhile you’re just
trying to take a relaxed daily commute.
Go for the xLine trim or the lower Sport

(only availablewith the eDrive20 powertrain)
and the standard suspension setting and
smallerwheel sizes help to take the edge off.
Even so, if you value comfort, then theAudi
Q4 e-tron is still amuch better option.

A&B-ROADSThe flipside of this is that the
BMWhandlesmore sharply thanmost of
the alternatives in this segment. This is all
relative, though; as a heavy, electric SUV, it’s
still not going to set pulses racing in theway

that some of BMW’s other products can.
Even its larger offerings, like the iX,manage
to deliver decent handlingwith class-leading
comfort – something the iX1 can’t achieve.
The steering is very precise and offers

a little feedback to the driver – even if,
more often thannot, that is just to let
the driver know that the front tyres are
reaching the limits of their grip.
Regardless ofwhether you go for the

single or twin-motormodel, the power
delivery is very smooth, providing a sharp
throttle responsewithout overwhelming the
traction of the front tyres. A ‘Boost’ paddle
to the left of the steeringwheel gives you
maximumpower for 10 seconds, but in
the eDrive20wenoticed little to no difference
between pulling the paddle and simply
pushing the accelerator pedal as far as it’ll go.

MOTORWAYMotor refinement andwind
noise are fairlywell contained at higher
speeds, whichmeans that road noise is the
most conspicuous sound youhear. It’s not
unnecessarily harsh, though,more of a
distant bassy rumble; it’s onlymarginally
louder than the likes of theQ4 and is
quieter than theMercedes EQA and –more
relevant here – the TeslaModel Y.

MPG&RUNNINGCOSTS 4.3/5_
WEhave run an iX1 on our long-term fleet
and over awidemix of urbanmotorways,
A-roads and towndriving, it averaged
3.7miles per kilowatt hour.
Charging at the currentUK electricity

price cap of 22.4p per kilowatt hour, that
wouldmean 10,000miles of chargingwould
come to £604. Thosewho are able to charge
via a cheaper energy tariff can pay even
less, while thosewho regularly top up at
expensive public rapid charging points
could pay significantlymore.

EVRANGE/BATTERY/CHARGINGWith a
net capacity of 66.4kWh, the iX1’s battery
is a little smaller thanmost of its key rivals.
Based on our test efficiency, thatmeans
that the iX1 is capable of 246miles between
charges, which is a little low comparedwith
the class standard, but still plenty for all
but the longest road trips.
When it comes to topping up the battery

in a hurry, amaximumcharge rate of
130kW is a fair bit slower than rivals such
as the TeslaModel Y (at 250kW), too.

TAX The zero-emission powertrainsmean
that the iX1 isn’t subject to Vehicle Excise
Duty charges, while its two per cent rating for
Benefit-in-Kind costsmakes it a cheap option
for company car drivers, too – higher-rate

TESTED Tesla Model Y vs BMW iX1

Strong all-rounder has premium
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and mainstream SUVs in its sights

“BMWGIVESTHEOPTIONOFTWOPOWERTRAINS,ANDTHE
BASE EDRIVE20WILLSUITTHEMAJORITYOFBUYERS

MANY of BMW’s latest creations have
divided opinion when it comes to looks, but
the brand has played things slightly more
safely with the iX1. Large grille aside, the
general shape is sharply styled yet chunky
enough to appeal to the SUV crowd. Wheel
sizes range between 17 and 20 inches – the

latter a £1,530 option on M Sport
models. Tesla, however, has
played things even safer.
The bubble-shaped roofline
results in lots of space

inside, but there aren’t
many signature details

that set the Model Y
out as a Tesla.

TESTER’SNOTES

DRIVING
Stick toSport trim,with

its small wheels and
standard suspension, and
the ride is fine, although
Audi does it better. But
the iX1 is still one of the

best SUVs todrive

TESTS
MODELTESTED:
BMW iX1 eDrive20 Sport

PROS
Keen handling
Class-leading
infotainment
Strong powertrains

CONS
Substandard range
Firm ride
Charging speeds

Alex Ingram
Chief reviewer
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income tax payers can expect deductions
of just £369 this year, increasing to £554 in
the 2025/26 financial year.

INSURANCEGroups start from29 for the
entry-level iX1 eDrive20 Sport and climb
to 38 for the xDrive30MSport, which is
considerably lower than theModel Y’s rating.

DEPRECIATION Residual values aren’t really
a BMW iX1 strong point, but some rivals fare
worse than others. After three years or 36,000
miles, the iX1 thatwill be themost resistant
to depreciationwill be the base eDrive20
Sport, whichwill cling onto 45 per cent of its
original price. The xDrive30MSport loses
moremoney,maintaining an estimated 41
per cent of its value over the same period.
TheAudi Q4 e-tron andVolvo EX40

depreciatemore, but the TeslaModel Y
holds onto its value better.

INTERIOR&TECHNOLOGY 4.5/5_
IN terms of design, ergonomics and build
quality, the iX1’s cabin ranks very close to
the top of the family EV class.

DESIGNBMW’s interior designers have been
on top form in recent years, and the iX1 is
yet another hit for the brand. It offers a
modern, clean interior designwithout
completely sacrificing physical switchgear
and controls. It’s a shame that the iDrive
clickwheel, still used on larger BMWs, is not
present here, but for themost part the cabin
controls are simple and intuitive to use.
There are other little touches that are

well thought out; thewireless smartphone
charging pad is near vertical on the dash
to not take up toomuch space, and a small
hinged bar secures the phone so it doesn’t
move aroundwhile driving.

QUALITY The firm’s interior quality still leads
theway almost universally across the board,
and the iX1 feelsmore sturdy than its rivals
in this segment, too. Thematerials are top
notch andwhat little switchgear there is all
feels solid and expensive.

TECHANDINFOTAINMENTApair of displays
curve gently across the top of the dash, and
both have a superbly sharp resolution. The
colours change subtly among the driving
modes, butwe find that the angular layouts
for the road speed and charge levels look a
little fussy compared to the beautifully clear
and simple analogue BMWdials of the past.

PRACTICALITY 4.3/5_
WHILE it isn’t quite class leading for overall
space, the iX1 is stillmore than roomy enough

formost people’s needs. Itmisses out on a
few features present in the Tesla, though.

FRONTSPACEThe front seats and steering
wheel comewith plenty of adjustment,
although aswithmost other BMWs, the
wheel rim is a little thicker than inmost
rivals, whichmakes it feel slightly less
precise than inmost other competitors.
Storage is fairly impressive here, too,

with large trays located beneath the floating
centre console, and a couple of cup-holders
mounted farther forward.
Our one small gripe is that the central

armrest storage area is hinged away from
the driver, as if it were designed for left-
hand-drivemarkets andno one bothered
to change it for right-hand-drive cars. BMW
isn’t unique in doing this, however.

REARSPACE In terms of headroomand
elbow room, the iX1 is as spacious as
anything else in the segment, and the
adjustable backrest can recline into a
more relaxed position for longer trips.
The BMW lags ever so slightly behind the

competitionwhen it comes to kneeroom,
where it’s not quite at SUV levels, and there
is less space to stretch out than you’ll find
in the back of a 3 Series. The floor has only a
minimal hump in the centre, so there’s still
plenty of foot roomeven if three people are
sitting in the back. The base of the centre
seat is soft, but the backrest, which doubles
as a fold-out armrest, is a little firm.
Installing a child seat is straightforward,

because the Isofixmounts are easy to reach
behind hinged plastic clips. The rear door bins
are huge, too – ideal for drinks bottles and
mobile devices – so it’s great for storage.

BOOTSPACEAt 490 litres (measured
up to thewindow line), the iX1’s boot is a
generous size, if not quite class-leading.
Fold the back seats down, and the volume
grows to 1,495 litres.
Unlike the TeslaModel Y, there’s no

separate storage under the bonnet for
items such as cables or soft bags .

RELIABILITY&SAFETY 4.0/5_
THE petrol-poweredX1 bagged a five-star
ratingwhen itwas tested by EuroNCAP
back in 2022, and the safety body confirmed
this score applied to the all-electric iX1
when itwas assessed separately in 2023. An
impressive score of 92 per cent in the Safety
Assist categorywas its strongest rating.
A 14th-place finish out of 32 brands left

BMWmid-table in the 2024Auto Express
Driver Power satisfaction survey, but that
was comfortably good enough for it to beat

TESTED Tesla Model Y vs BMW iX1

STORAGE
There’sacleverphone
pad,plusabinunder
thecentreconsole,
but thehinged lid is
anannoyance
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Mercedes (25th) andAudi (27th). BMWowners
said they particularly loved the powertrains,
chassis and infotainment tech.

WARRANTY 4.0/5
BMWoffers a three-year, unlimited-mileage
warranty on all of its range, including the
iX1, which is par for the course. Three years
of breakdown cover is also provided.

SERVICING 4.2/5
SERVICE intervals are set at every two years,
which keeps costs down relative to the
equivalent petrol-poweredX1models. This
works out as £512 over the first three years for
the iX1. That’s stillmore than the advertised
£0 for theModel Y, although inevitably you
will have to pay a Tesla dealer to have the
aforementioned filter changed.

PRACTICALITY
The iX1 iswell designed for family life,with a
decent boot that canbeextended to 1,4965
litres by folding the rear seats. There’s no
separate storage for the cables, though,
so they’ll have to take up room in theback

e

REARSEATS
In general, there’s a gooddeal of spaceon
offer,with reclining seats, although tall
adultsmay find kneeroomabit restrictive

“IT’SNOTQUITECLASS
LEADING FOROVERALLSPACE
BUTTHE iX1 IS STILLMORE
THANROOMYENOUGH

THE iX1’s brakes offer reassuring feel and
a smooth transition between the motor
regeneration and the mechanical system
kicking in. There are three choices of regen
to choose from, but they’re a little fiddly to
adjust because they’re chosen via the
infotainment system, as opposed to the

more intuitive paddles that some
rivals employ. There’s also an
adaptive regen system, which
uses navigation and traffic
data to decide how much

regen to use, but like all
systems of this type, it’s

inconsistent and
unpredictable.

TESTER’SNOTES

TESTS

Alex Ingram
Chief reviewer
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TESTED Tesla Model Y vs BMW iX1

PRICESANDSPECS INFOTAINMENT

TeslaModel Y 4.4/5
15-INCHTOUCHSCREEN
KEYFEATURE:OVER-THE-AIRUPDATES

WHEN it comes to loading times, screen responsiveness
andgraphics, theModel Y has oneof the very best
infotainment systemsof any newcar. The navigation
system is rapid and can automatically plot a route based
on any charges that are neededalong theway; it’ll even
tell you howmanyminutes a stopwill require and add that
to the total journey time.However, some functions, such
as the headlights, shouldn’t be confined to a touchscreen;
they should beeasily accessible via a physical switch.

BMW iX1 4.5/5
IDRIVEOS9
KEYFEATURE:WIRELESSAPPLECARPLAY

AT 10.25 inches, the iX1’smain screen isn’t as large as the
Tesla’s, but a second 10.7-inchdisplay aheadof thedriver
caters for functions that are crammedonto theModel Y’s
single screen, so they feel a littlemore spacedout and the
on-screenbuttons are often larger. The resolution is at
least as sharp as its rival’s display, too, and although it’s a
shame that the climate controls are on-screenonly, the
arrangement isn’t as fiddly asmanyother rivals’ set-ups.

TESLA
MODELY

BMW
iX1

TESLAWe’dstickwith the
standard 19-inchwheels, because
the20-inchalloyscost£2,100and
cut22milesof range.White is the
onlyno-costpaint; ourcar’sblue
costs£1,300 (asdoesblack),while
redandsilveroptionsare£2,600.

BMWThereareeightexterior
paint finishesanda rangeof interior
upholsteryoptions, allowinggreater
scope forpersonalisation in the iX1.
Mostpaintscostamodest£595
–althoughFrozenGrey is still a
pricey£2,100extra.

WHATWEWOULDCHOOSE
“SOMEDRIVING FUNCTIONS,
SUCHASTHEHEADLIGHTS,
SHOULDN’TBECONFINEDTOTHE
TESLA’STOUCHSCREEN

Our choice Long Range RWD eDrive20 Sport
Price from/price of our choice £46,990/£46,990 £46,205/£46,205

Powertrain 1x e-motor 1x e-motor
Power/torque 342bhp/N/A 201bhp/250Nm
Transmission Single-speed/rwd Single-speed/fwd

0-62mph/top speed 5.7 secs/135mph 8.2 secs/116mph
Battery capacity 92kWh 66.4kWh

Efficiency (WLTP)/range 3.7mi/kWh/373 miles 3.7mi/kWh/293 miles
Charging 250kW (0-80% 25 mins) 130kW (10-80% in 29 mins)

CO2 emissions 0g/km 0g/km

DIMENSIONS
Length/wheelbase 4,751/2,890mm 4,500/2,692mm

Width/height 1,921/1,624mm 1,642/1,845mm
Rear kneeroom 680-989mm 548-793mm

Rear headroom/elbow room 948/1,455mm 962/1,449mm
Boot space (seats up/down) 854*/2,041 litres 490/1,495 litres

Boot length/width 1,091/945mm 985/1,005mm
Boot lip height 600mm 695mm

Kerbweight/towing weight 1,979/1,600kg 1,940/750kg
Turning circle 12.1 metres 11.9 metres

COSTS/OWNERSHIP
Residual value (after 3yrs/36,000 miles) £24,721/52.6% £21,167/45.8%

Depreciation £22,269 £25,038
Insurance group/quote/VED 45/£1,749/£0 21/£1,111/£0
Three-year service cost £0 £512

Annual tax liability std./higher rate £188/£375 £185/£369
Annual fuel cost (10k miles) £700 £1,832

Basic warranty (miles)/recovery 4 yrs (50,000)/4 yrs 3 yrs (unlimited)/3 yrs
Driver Power manufacturer position 2nd 14th
NCAP Adult/child/ped./assist/stars 97/87/682/98/5 (2022) 86/89/76/92/5 [2022)

EQUIPMENT
Metallic paint/wheel size £1,300/19 inches £700/18 inches
Parking sensors/camera F&r/360-degree F&r/yes
Spare wheel/Isofix points Repair kit/two Repair kit/three

Keyless entry & go/powered tailgate Yes/yes £1,680/yes
Leather/heated seats Faux/yes No/yes

Screen size/digital dashboard 15.0 inches/yes 10.3 inches/yes
Climate control/panoramic sunroof Yes/yes Yes/£1,100

USBs/wireless charging Four/yes Four/£1,680
Wireless CarPlay/Android Auto No/no Yes/yes

Blind-spot warning/head-up display Yes/no £540/yes
Adaptive cruise/steering assist Yes/yes £720

*Volume to roof
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INTERESTED?
Scan the code
for further
information

INTERESTED?
Scan the code
for further
information

WINNER
TeslaModel Y
Long Range RWD
THEModelYhasbeen jostling forpositionat
the topof itsclassever since itwas launched,
andduring the interveningyears it has
matured intoastrongerproduct. The revised
entry-level powertrainhasonly reinforced
its stronghold; thenewpickof the line-up
mixesahuge real-world rangewithbrilliant
performanceand impressiveefficiency.
Ifwe’rebeingpicky, there’snotahuge

amounthere forkeendrivers toappreciate,
but if you’reafter aspacious, safeand frugal
familycar, theModelY ishard tobeat.

RESULTS

TESLA
MODEL Y

OCTOBER2024

ROADTEST
WINNER

BMWiX1BESTFOR: PREMIUMFEEL
TESLA has comea longwaywith its build quality,
but it still can’tmatch the senseof quality or
occasion youget from theposher iX1.

TESLAMODELYBESTFOR: LONGTRIPS
SET aside its slightly less refined cabin, and the
Model Y’s space, performance andbrilliant range
make it a great choice formotorway journeys.

RUNNER-UP
BMW iX1
eDrive20 Sport
IF you’rehappy tosacrificeabit of interior
space foracar that takesup less roomonthe
roadoryourdriveway, then theBMWisstill a
fantastic alternative to theTesla. In termsof
techandefficiency, it’s amatch for its rival,
while it’s alsosignificantlybetter todrive–
even if it isn’t as fast inastraight line.
We’dappreciate it evenmore if the iX1

hadacompliant ride, andsomebuyers
mighthope foraslightlybetter range if this
is tobe their firstoronly familycar, but it’s
anotherhit forBMW, regardless.

TESTS
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TESTED Living with a Genesis GV60

YOUdon’t need to be eagle-eyed to
notice that there’s something very

different aboutmy appearance in the photos
on these pages. Gone ismyusual uniform
of jeans and black T-shirt, replaced by
something altogether smarter.
The reason ismy latest car from theAuto

Express fleet, a Genesis GV60. I’ll be running
it for the next sixmonths and it’s certainly a
step up the automotive social ladder forme.
Hence, I’m taking some pride in it, dressing
accordingly and keeping the badge gleaming.
In fact, that badge has already been the

cause ofmuch confusion, because friends
andneighbours keep complimentingme
onmynewBentley. I can understand their
confusion, and I imagine it’s not lost on the
Genesis design team that their badge bears
more than a passing resemblance to the
renowned British luxury brand’s.
Still, those designers clearly deserve a pat

on the back, because no one has ever accused
me of sticking a fake badge on something
undeserving. In otherwords, to the untrained
eye, this all-electric Korean SUV looks like a
proper Bentley. It clearly appeals to our
neighbour’s cat, too, given that he has taken
to sunning himself on the rear spoiler.
Perhapsmost importantly, theGV60 is also

going downwell withme andmy family. I’m
only a fewweeks into the loan, but the high
quality iswhat has impressedmemost so far.
AlthoughGenesis is a brand owned by the
Hyundai Group, the interior could easily pass
for something fromaprestige German brand.
And that’s despite the fact that this is the
entry-level version of the car.
Open the door – neatly, the flush exterior

handles pop outwhen the driverwalks up to
the carwith the key in their pocket – and the
first thing younotice is the bright upholstery.
It’s artificial leather, but it does a very decent
job of impersonating the real thing.
I’m also delighted to report that the grey/

white colour scheme is bearing upwell in the

GENESIS GV60
Premium electric SUV joins the fleet for six months

Andy
Pringle

Andy.Pringle@autoexpress.co.uk

FIRSTREPORT
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MODELTESTED:
Genesis GV60 Premium

PROS
Tech is plentiful,
and easy to use
Great car for
motorway cruises
Comfortable seats
Loads of room
inside

CONS
Large turning
circle isn’t ideal
It’s not the Bentley
people think it is
Lack of rear wiper
limits view in rain
Ride is too firm
around town

face of occasional assaults frommy 10-year-
old daughter, who loves nothingmore than
a footballmatch followed by a pack ofMini
Cheddars on theway home. TheGV60’s
Saville Silver paintwork (a £740 option) is
also copingwell withmuddy football club car
parks and the generally awfulweather lately.
Equally impressive is the on-board tech,

which is very user-friendly; themain display
is a touchscreen, but it can also be operated
via a clickwheel on the centre console. Plus
there are several easily used controls on the
steeringwheel, alongwith a few buttons that
I can programmeas shortcuts.
The positive news continueswhen I look at

more practical elements of the car. Firstly, it

On fleet since: August 2024
Price new: £53,300
Powertrain: 77.4kWh battery, single

e-motor, 226bhp
CO2/BiK: 0g/km/2%
Options: Saville Silver exterior (£740), Innovation pack
(£2,810), Bang & Olufsen audio (£990), Sunroof
(£1,120), Vehicle-to-load pack (£880), Auto-dimming
doormirror (£80), Copper caliper colour (£280)
Insurance: Group: 40 Quote: £999
Mileage/efficiency: 865miles/3.9miles/kWh
Any problems? None so far
*Insurancequote fromAA (0800 1070680) for a 42-year-old in
Banbury,Oxon,with three points.

THESEarestill earlydays formeandthe
Genesis, but I’mcertainlyenjoying thestep
up inclass frommyprevious twoelectric
cars, aVolkswagen ID.3andaBYDDolphin.
Thekit, qualityandcomfortableseatsare
whathave impressedme initially, and I’m
relishinggetting togripswithmoreof its
many featuresaswehead intowinter.

VERDICT ____b

OURCARS

DETAILS
Scrollwheel in frontofpop-upgear selector
controls central touchscreen. The432-litre
boot is smaller than theHyundai Ionic 5’s

UPMARKET
Genesis badgehasbeen
causing someconfusion

for the uninitiated, although
the neighbour’s cat doesn’t

seem to care eitherway

C
redit

hasmore space than our three-person family
really needs – not that I’m complaining,
especiallywith seats as comfortable as these.
And secondly, theGV60 is proving a very
comfortable companion onmy regular trips
to visit family on the Sussex coast. That 160-
mile round trip isn’t even close to troubling
the official range of 300+miles, and average
efficiency of 3.9miles/kWh seems good.
However, there are a couple of negatives.

The ride around town is a little too firmand
the relatively large turning circlemakes the
car harder tomanoeuvre than I’d like.
Overall, though, lifewith theGenesis is

good and I’m looking forward to smartening
my act up even further in the comingmonths.

“ALTHOUGHGENESIS ISPART
OFHYUNDAI,THE INTERIOR
COULD EASILYPASS FORONE
MADEBYAPRESTIGE
GERMANBRAND
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TESTED Living with a Polestar 2

I’M not one to claim that swanning
about in a high-performance EV

weighing two tonnes is in anyway saving
the planet, but thanks tomynewPod Point
Solo 3Swallbox and cheap-rate night-time
electricity, I’m savingmyself plenty of cash.
It’s fair to saymy Polestar 2 Long Range

SingleMotor (LRSM) doesn’t encourageuse of
more sustainable options, particularlywhen
a trip to the shops costs less than the plastic
shopping bag I’d inevitably forget to take out
of the car boot if I chose to hop on the bike.
Thanks to a chunky 82kWhbattery, I can

confidently get fromone side of theM25 to

Chris
Rosamond

Chris.Rosamond@autoexpress.co.uk

POLESTAR 2
Two of our contributors compare their pair of Polestars

POLESAPART?
Steve andChris

swapnotes on their
cars. Theyboth love
how thePolestars
drive, but not some

materials inside

THIRDREPORT

MEETANDGREET
WhereasChris (far right) can
charge at home, Steve is at the
mercy of public chargepoints

the other and home again – a 200-mile round
trip Imake frequently – on a single charge
without a hint of range anxiety, and all for
around a fiver. Happy days!
FellowAuto Express contributor Steve

Sutcliffe is a flat-dwellerwith no home
charging options for the thirstier twin-motor
Polestar he’s coincidentally driving, and finds
my carefree approach to burning kilowatts
galling.Wemet up recently to compare notes,
and Iwas struck by his tendency to optimise
settings like the one-pedal drivingmode
and climate control for efficiency, whereas
I blithely focus on comfort.
Off-peak electrons at 8.5p/kWare still the

most compelling argument for EVs, along
with the ease of sticking a plug in every few
days on the drive instead of going to the petrol
station. Thanks to the Polestar’s impressive
maximumrange (330 or somiles theway

I drive it), I’ve only had to interactwith the
public charging system four or five times in
the couple ofmonths I’ve had it, and three of
those have beenmildly inconvenient, thanks
to two charger faults and one queue-jumper.
Not encouraging, itmust be said.
The car itself has performed faultlessly, and

is very nice indeed to drive, with a compelling
mix of turbine-like overtaking performance
and awell controlled ride that belies reports
I’ve seen complaining it’s too hard. Plus the
interior is comfortable and extremely refined,
albeit a touch dreary to look at.
Steve sharesmy low opinion of theweird

microfibre-style panel coverings that act like
a cheese-grater – every touch of hand or knee
leaves an unpleasant residue of visible skin
cells, which is doubly unpleasantwhen it’s
someone else’s.We both also think it’s daft
that Polestar hasn’t fitted a rearwiper.
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PEUGEOTE-2008
MYPeugeot threwupanunexpected
warning recently, suggesting it required
aserviceafter less than fourmonthsand
4,500miles. Iwasa little surprised,but to
besafe, I calledacontactatPeugeotHQ.
It turnsoutmycarhadmistakenlybeen
placedonan“arduous”serviceschedule
during itspre-delivery inspection (PDI).
Iwas toldnot toworry, and thataquick
homeresetwould fix the issue.Normal
serviceshouldsoonbe resumed.
RICHARDINGRAM

CITROENC5AIRCROSS
THEC5isverywell specced,and itsPulsar
alloywheelsareamongtheniceststandard
features.Myonesmall complaint is that
their designallowsyou tosee through to
thediscbrakes, and I’venoticedon the
rearwheelsyoucanspotsurfacecorrosion
onsomeof themetal around thewheel
mounts. It’sonlycosmeticand I’msure the
right spraycould remove it, but itmakes
thecar lookoddlyolder than it actually is.
PETEGIBSON

BMWiX1 Issues 1,837, 1,847
CitroenC5Aircross Issues 1,842, 1,850
Fiat600e Issues 1,840, 1,846
GenesisGV60 Newarrival
MINICountryman Issues 1,840, 1,845, 1,852
PeugeotE-2008 Issues 1,841, 1,848
Polestar2 Issues 1,839, 1,844
RenaultScenic Newarrival
Smart#1 Newarrival
SuzukiSwift Issue 1,852
TeslaModel3 Issue 1,851
VauxhallCorsa Issues 1,832, 1,843
VWID.Buzz Issues 1,823, 1,831, 1,844, 1,851

Pete
G
ibson

THEPolestar is certainlyengaging todrive,
provingsmooth, refinedand fast, plus it’s
extremelywell put together. It’snot the
mostpractical familycar,withasmall boot
andacramped interior, butasswift ‘exec-
style’ transport, it ticksa lotofboxes.

VERDICT ____`

MODELTESTED:
Polestar 2 LRSM
On fleet since: May 2024
Price new: £48,950
Powertrain: 1x e-motor, 295bhp,

82kWh battery
CO2/BiK: 0g/km/2%
Options: Thundermetallic paint (£900), Pilot

Pack (£2,000), Plus Pack (£4,000)
Insurance*: Group: 25 Quote: £1,900
Mileage: 7,467
Efficiency: 3.8miles/kWh
Any problems? None so far
*Insurancequote fromAA (0800 1070680) for a 42-year-old in
Banbury,Oxon,with three points.

FLEETWATCH

REPORT INDEX
“FLAT-DWELLERSUTCLIFFEHAS
NOHOMECHARGINGANDFINDS
MYCAREFREEAPPROACHTO
KILOWATTSGALLING

OURCARSSTEVE’SMODEL:
Polestar 2 LRDM
Performance Pack
Price as tested: £67,850
Mileage: 8,049 Efficiency: 3.22miles/kWh
Options: Performance Pack (£5,000), Pilot Pack
(£2,000), Plus Pack (£4,000)

PROS
Smooth, refined
performance
Excellent seats and
driving position
Impressively
useful range

CONS
Cramped in
the back
Poor rear visibility
Unpleasant
trim texture

STEVE’S VERDICT:
CARDSonthe table, I’msmittenbymy
Polestar 2 LRDMwithPerformancePack–
withbigbrakes,40-wayadjustabledampers
and thepokiestpowertrainavailable.
It hasan82kWbatteryand twoelectric

motors,giving theequivalentof469bhp
and740Nm,witha0-62mphtimeof four
secondsdead.And I’msmittenby itdespite
beingentirelyat themercyof thepublic
chargingnetwork,which I reckonmeans it
costsmebroadly thesameto runday-to-
dayasan ICEcar thatdoes30-35mpg.
Myaverageenergyuseafter3,000miles

is3.2milesperkWhandthathas included
all sortsof journeys, at all sortsof speeds.
The range isbetween200-240miles,
dependingwhereandhowhard Idrive it.
What I’mmostblownawayby ishow

focused thecar is todrive; how incredibly
well damped it is; howprecisely it steers
andstops;plushowwellmade it is. It feels
likeacarengineeredbyseriousenthusiasts
– for seriousenthusiasts– toapointwhere
I think Imightprefer it overanyotherEV I’ve
driven, andquitea fewnon-EVs too.
Inmanyways, it’smassivelybetter to

drive than it needs tobe–and that’sa rare
qualitynowadays.SoalthoughPolestar’s
future is lookinga tadshaky,Polestar 2–
thecar– isanabsolutepeach. I sincerely
hope thecompanysticksaround for
the long run, so itsengineerscan
continuemakingcarsasgood–
no,asgreat–as this.
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R8 AAB £I500
B24 ABA £II00
Y6 ABC £I300
B26 ABE £I300
B24 ABS £I500
B26 ABS £I300
WI6 ACE £I300
A24 ACE £I500
8I5 ACH £I300
T2 ADD £I400
T9 ADT £II00
D2I ADY £I200
H25 AJB £I400
HI8 AJM £I300
B24 AJM £II00
A24 AJS £I500
G26 AJS £I300
N9 AMD £I400
A25 AME £I300
R5 AMH £I700
A26 AMS £I400
B23 AMY £I600
G9 ANA £I200
J90 ANA £I700
D2I AND £II00
A25 AND £I300
CI9 ANG £I700
L2I ANG £I600
A24 ANG £I800
D24 ANG £I500
G24 ANG £I600
DI3 ANN £4I00
RI5 ANN £I900
PI8 ANN £I400
D2I ANN £I800
G2I ANN £I600
L2I ANN £I500
D22 ANN £I700
A23 ANN £2300
V23 ANN £I300
C26 ANT £I300
263 APH £2I00
F2 APM £I300
FII ARA £I300
B2I ARA £II00
G25 ARA £I900
B26 ARB £I600
C25 ARE £I700
C24 ARR £I500
B25 ARY £II00
C25 ARY £I300
H25 ARY £I700
F22 ASH £2500
E26 ASH £2300
A6 ASW £I500
C24 ATY £I300
C26 AVE £I300
D24 AVY £2300
G24 AVY £II00
H26 AWK £I300
BAZ 773 £I400

BD 9I72 £I700
D26 BEC £I300
E26 BEC £II00
G26 BEC £I200
A9 BEK £I700
D2I BEL £I200
B25 BEL £II00
A26 BEL £I300
SI5 BEN £2300
A24 BEN £2I00
BEV 7Y £3900
GI9 BEV £I600
R23 BEV £I500
K24 BEV £I400
X44 BEV £2I00
BEV 9IS £I700
59I BEV £2900
599 BMC £2I00
LI BMS £I600
B2I BMW £I600
A22 BMW £I500
GI9 BOB £I300
B2I BOB £I500
P2I BOB £I200
K24 BOB £II00
674 BOB £2900
N9 BON £I300
RI BOR £I900
A26 BOT £I300
6453 BP £I400
743 BRC £I300
BS 8063 £I800
BS 9787 £2400
BSW 650 £I400
NI BUD £I500
W8 CAH £I300
D24 CAL £II00
309 CAN £I700
BI8 CAR £I500
F2I CAR £I300
G22 CAR £I200
D24 CAR £I400
A26 CAR £I600
R3 CAS £I800
A2I CAT £I700
D2I CAT £I600
G24 CAT £I400
M800 CAT £I300
CAZ 390 £I500
N6 CJL £I300
H2I CKY £I300
A5 CLK £I300
22 CN £I2500
C2I COL £I800
C25 CON £I200
H9 COX £I900
LI6 COX £I500
VI8 COX £II00
C23 COX £I400
D23 COX £I500
A24 COX £I700

D5 CSW £II00
674 DA £4I00
6945 DA £2I00
XI DAD £2300
P4 DAL £I900
GI5 DAV £I200
C24 DAV £I300
A26 DAV £I300
JI5 DAY £I200
DAZ 884 £II00
4296 DD £I800
E3 DDD £I400
EI2 DEB £I500
G2I DEB £I700
B23 DEB £I400
C23 DEB £I300
E23 DEB £I400
A24 DEB £I600
E2I DEE £I200
G2I DEE £I500
P2I DEE £I300
B23 DEE £I300
C23 DEE £I500
A24 DEE £II00
D24 DEE £I400
PI DEK £I600
AII DEL £3900
D2I DEL £I200
F2I DEL £I300
B23 DEL £I200
E23 DEL £I200
A26 DEL £2300
A25 DEM £I300
I6 DEN £6300
DI7 DEN £I800
A24 DEN £2300
P24 DEN £I300
M26 DEN £I700
DES 2M £I900
B6 DES £I600
H9 DES £I500
DEW I8Y £2300
GI DEX £I700
DJ 3886 £3300
D2I DJB £I300
G2I DJB £I200
H26 DJB £II00
H2I DJH £I300
G25 DJH £I200
B26 DJH £II00
C2I DJM £I300
F25 DJM £I200
308 DKB £I900
J8 DLY £I500
D2I DLY £I300
B9 DMP £I300
A26 DMS £I300
VI DOC £2300
B7 DOC £I600
A2I DOC £I300
D2I DOC £I400

VII DON £2500
C20 DON £I500
A22 DON £I600
D22 DON £I600
K23 DON £I300
DON 39K £I600
I875 DP £2I00
730 DPH £I700
DS 70I3 £I300
DS 9I89 £I400
LI DTM £I300
D2I DUN £I500
G2I DUN £I200
J2I DUN £I300
D26 DUN £II00
5274 DW £2400
K9 EAN £2900
D25 EBS £I500
887 ECG £I600
P3 EDA £II00
EG 8945 £2300
87I3 EH £I200
D25 ELL £I300
H25 ELN £I600
C2I EMA £I300
D2I EMA £I400
E23 EMA £I200
A24 EMA £I300
226 EMB £I600
D23 ENA £II00
B3 ENJ £I900
K22 ERA £I600
B26 ERT £I600
V2I ERY £3500
60 ES £I4500
ESK 334 £II00
P5 ETA £I500
D2I EVA £II00
E2I EVA £I200
P7 EVE £I900
A2I EVE £I800
C2I EVE £I300
J23 EVE £II00
E24 EVE £I200
EVE 2I3 £2700

F2I FAY £I500
FD 9979 £II00
FEB 203 £I300
7060 FG £II00
FIL 942 £II00
FO 6529 £I500
NI4 FOX £I200
J2I FOX £I500
A23 FOX £I300
D24 FOX £I400
888 FPA £I300
FR 30I £5700
FR 9034 £2700
FT 54 £I0500
C22 GAN £II00
GAZ 776 £II00
G25 GEM £I500
G7 GEO £I900
G2I GER £I500

C24 GER £I500
H24 GER £I500
GFB 50 £3300
R2 GGS £II00
GIL 430 £I300
W8 GJW £I200
GK 776 £6300
GM 66I8 £3300
S2 GRC £II00
JII GUY £I400
A22 GUY £I200
C26 HAD £I300
JI HAL £I900
D2I HAN £I300
J25 HAY £I200
HAZ 920 £II00
HB 7366 £3I00
63 HHW £I700
HIL 630 £I200
8679 HJ £I200

A24 HOL £II00
HOL 970 £2I00
59 HP £I5500
X7 HRS £I300
H5 HUT £I300
H2I JAC £I600
D23 JAC £I400
JAD 9V £I600
EI5 JAG £I600
A22 JAG £I400
W27 JAG £I200
S88 JAG £I500
N99 JAG £I300
NI2 JAK £II00
GI9 JAK £I400
D2I JAK £I500
H2I JAK £I400
A22 JAK £I400
B22 JAK £I200

P23 JAK £I300
C2I JAN £I800
D2I JAN £I900
G2I JAN £I800
Y22 JAN £I300
B44 JAN £2I00
Y222 JAN £II00
EI9 JAS £I300
C2I JAS £I500
D2I JAS £I500
A24 JAS £I400
C22 JAY £I400
D24 JAY £I300
G24 JAY £I300
JB I93I £4300
JB 3995 £3700
N5 JCD £I300
JDJ 256 £I700
WI JEE £I900
A22 JEF £I200

70 JEF £4900
T2 JEN £2700
E2I JEN £I900
A22 JES £I300
C22 JES £I200
D22 JES £II00
JF I58I £4I00
N2 JLR £I300
JM I808 £2800
JM 8099 £2700
JM 84I4 £2600
73 JMB £5300
W9 JMP £I500
MI JMT £I600
II43 JN £I500
A24 JOE £I600
D24 JOE £I500
E24 JOE £I400
E2I JON £I600

H2I JON £I400
A23 JON £I400
G23 JON £I200
D24 JON £I300
S999 JON £I200
E2 JSH £I300
P7 JUD £I400
JUD I3W £I300
JV 9527 £2I00
8738 JW £2600
I9 KAB £3700
C2I KAY £I600
H2I KAY £I500
A24 KAY £I600
KAZ 663 £II00
C2I KEL £I300
T2I KEN £I300
A22 KEN £I500
D22 KEN £I200
G2I KEV £I500

E22 KEV £I200
A24 KEV £I300
K80 KEV £I400
L8 KJS £I500
444 KL £7300
7I0 KM £4500
5438 KP £I300
A2I KYM £I200
E22 LAN £I300
E2I LAW £I400
G2I LAW £I500
D24 LAW £I400
J24 LAW £I500
A24 LEC £2300
E2I LEE £I700
G2I LEE £I700
D22 LEE £I600
A23 LEE £I700
JI23 LEE £I300

YI LEN £2400
N5 LEN £I900
L2I LEN £I200
G23 LEN £I600
E24 LEN £I600
R2 LES £2I00
P5 LES £2I00
E2I LES £I700
H2I LES £I500
A22 LES £I300
G24 LES £I900
J24 LES £I300
S28 LES £I400
LI2I LES £I300
AI2 LEW £I600
8720 LG £I900
325 LKR £II00
A2I LLA £I900
A24 LLY £I300
847 LOR £3300

D24 LOU £I700
P3I LOU £I600
G2I LOW £I900
A7 LOY £I200
A2I LYN £2300
B2I LYN £I400
C2I LYN £I900
D2I LYN £I800
F2I LYN £I900
H2I LYN £I400
G23 LYN £I500
B7MAC £3500
D23MAC £I700
N23MAC £I500
R23MAD £I200
V8 MAJ £I500
C20MAL £I600
D2I MAL £I400
G2I MAL £I300
H2I MAL £I200
G2I MAR £I200
J2I MAR £I300
B23MAT £I300
E23MAT £I400
WI0 MAX £3700
D2I MAX £I800
G2I MAX £I600
H2I MAX £I400
A24MAX £I600
BII MAY £I700
C2I MAY £I400
D2I MAY £I400
G2I MAY £I300
A24MAY £I300
MB 5I7 £I2500
X6MCC £I300
MCT I64 £I700
8434ME £I200
A25MED £2300
D24MEG £I400
C80MEG £I500
D2I MEL £I700
G23MEL £I500
C24MEL £I700
D9MEW £I300

P9MGB £I300
RI MGF £I700
B2I MJB £I300
G2I MJB £I200
I333 ML £2500
E24MMY £I400
S28MMY £3900
A8MNT £I300
I85 MOE £I600
A24MOS £I200
MR 479 £6800
MI MRM £2700
WI MSW £I700
MT 3695 £2500
798I MT £2200
5882MU £I500
4679MW £2500
D2I NAH £I200
H24 NAS £I200
J50 NAS £2500
E23 NDA £I300
D24 NEL £I300
A22 NET £I500
H24 NKY £I300
J5 OAN £2700
NI2 OEL £I500
W80 ONG £I300
L7 OWL £I300
W8 PAH £I300
N2 PAM £I300
E8 PAM £I500
H8 PAM £I400
I5 PAM £3500
S55 PAM £I200
79 PAM £2900
NI PAT £2900
K8 PAT £2I00
R9 PAT £I900
CI8 PAT £I500
MI9 PAT £I600
J28 PAT £I400
PAT 95W £I300
92I4 PE £I800
PEB 308 £I400
SI2 PEN £I500
908 PF £3I00
2969 PG £I500
5I73 PG £I400
8663 PG £I600
8298 PH £I500
948I PK £I300
9799 PL £I400
PM 527 £9500
5085 PP £I600
6525 PP £I700
PRU 684 £I900
PS I723 £2900
PV 9I36 £2I00
8750 PW £2300
A24 RAB £I200
RAJ 86C £I300

KI4 RAY £I600
DI8 RAY £I800
X20 RAY £I700
A24 RAY £I300
B24 RAY £I700
T26 RAY £I300
S29 RAY £I200
M50 RAY £I500
J90 RAY £I400
RAY 97W £I200
RAY 350 £2900
RBO 329 £I500
KI RBW £I500
B24 RBY £I200
RD 404I £2600
RDB I36 £I700
F23 RDY £I200
675 RE £3700
RE I896 £I900
5304 RE £I700
A2I REN £I500
A26 REN £I300
CI REP £2300
B2I RES £I300
A4 RET £I200
B24 RET £I200
M4 RGJ £I300
RGR 274 £I500
RGS 775 £I900
845 RHA £I400
RIA 65 £5I00
D2I RJB £I300
LI RKS £2300
RL 7024 £2900
RM 9807 £3200
S3 RMH £I400
J3I RMY £I300
K2I ROB £I600
A24 ROB £I800
J28 ROB £I500
LI00 ROB £I400
JI23 ROB £I200
ROD 847 £I800
RON 49Y £I800
RON 242 £2500
RON 853 £2I00
WI ROS £3700
MI6 ROS £I200
A2I ROS £I400
V2 ROY £2300
MI0 ROY £I700
SI5 ROY £I500
A2I ROY £I800
ROY 66W £I300
ROY 674 £2I00
T7 RRW £I300
G322 RRY £I300
809 RU £2300
S8 RUN £2I00
40I8 RW £2200
532I RW £2400

A24 SAM £3300
E24 SAM £I900
F26 SAM £I900
H26 SAM £I800
SAM 33S £4300
J500 SAM £I500
B3 SAN £3300
BII SAN £I700
C23 SAR £I800
65 SAR £3800
I23 SBE £I800
S3 SCA £I500
H2 SET £I300
R23 SHA £2900
A2I SHE £I500
SHE 52S £I200
A24 SHH £I200
A26 SJC £I300
G2I SJH £I200
A24 SKY £I200
SP 2566 £4500
D4 SRB £I400
ST 8438 £4I00
STT 347 £I300
JI7 STU £I300
STY I5 £3500
A24 SUE £I700
F24 SUE £I300
SUE 59G £I600
SUE 79W £I700
SUE 750 £4300
SUG 383 £I200
R4 SUN £I900
SYA 44I £I500
R6 TDW £I300
TEG 252 £I600
AI4 TOM £2I00
I942 TR £I600
9609 TR £I400
TRU 92 £3300
TRW I64 £2500
TS 5840 £2900
KI5 TVN £I900
ULL 87I £II00
UN I444 £I900
S3 VAL £3300
L5 VAL £I600
W5 VAL £I700
263 VAL £I900
E23 VAN £I200
VP 6698 £I700
68I3 VT £I800
386 VY £I500
I6 WE £I4500
A24 WEB £I200
WG 3646 £I700
WIL 780 £I500
SI WJH £I600
WKX 99 £I900
L23 WYN £I300
XJI I0 £2500

OPEN: MON-FRI 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-5PM, SUN I0AM-4PM

Elite Registrations

All registrations are offered on a first come, first served basis. All are subject to VAT and the £80
Dept. for Transport transfer fee. Prices may fluctuate. See website for full terms. We have been
trading for over 50 years. THOUSANDS MORE AVAILABLE. Write: P.O.Box 100, Devizes, SN10 4TE

Tel: 01380 818181 elitereg.co.uk

REGISTRATIONS URGENTLY WANTED
FOR IMMEDIATE PURCHASE
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NEWPRODUCT
MINIDASHCAM
Garmin’s latest model

MINITEST
WASH-WAXES
Quick treatments assessed

PRODUCTTEST
CARCOVERS
Which protects best?

60 61 62

POST-WAR Rover was in a bleak state, having
spent years helping the war effort and getting
bombed out of its home in Coventry. But a new
factory in Solihull and ambitious plans for
vehicles soon got things moving, and before
long Rover was building gas
turbine-powered concept
cars, the 60 and the 75 with
all-new engines, and a
certain off-roader.

Although this book only
covers a short period
between 1945-1953, it’s
well presented, with good
imagery and pacing.

AS with all of this series, beautiful production
values, an amazing set of bespoke imagery and
a minimalist cover make this a stunning coffee
table book. But it’s also a great read, detailing
both the car itself and the whole 2009 Grand
Prix season that captured so many
imaginations. Alongside
great pictures, including
a full studio set, there are
interviews and quotes
from drivers and
engineers. For those
who remember 2009’s
season, this is a really
interesting look back.

Rover’s Rebirth

Great Cars: Brawn BGP 001/02

James Taylor Crowood Press, crowood.com
Price: £30 Rating:

David Tremayne Porter Press, porterpress.co.uk
Price: £69 Rating:

ARB accessories for Toyotas
AUSTRALIAN off-road specialist ARB
has just had a range of accessories

approved by Toyota. These are available at
themarque’s dealers,making it easier for
drivers to upgrade their vehicles.
Approval currently covers 15ARB

products primarily aimed at Toyota pick-up
trucks, including a roof tent, awning and
firepit for thosewho like to head off-road.
The approved tent is the Simpson III,

which ismade fromwaterproof poly-cotton
ripstop canvas and comes completewith
a zip-on annexe. It folds out from the roof
with the help of the slide-out aluminium
ladder, which also provides access to the
bed. It can support up to 120kg and uses
a 63.5mmbonded chip-foammattress.
When it’s time to head home, the tent is

quickly compacted thanks to a built-in
bungee system. It is currently on the
Truckmanwebsite for £1,695.
Also part of the Toyota-approved range

is theARB awning,which includes an LED
light kit (from£415.37) and can be deployed
in 30 seconds. The light is overhead to avoid
glare and has a cool white light for cooking
and food prep, plus an ambermode to
minimise the attraction of insects. It has
amax output of 1,200 lumens and comes
with awater-resistant dimmer switch.
If your budget is smaller, there’s also a

firepit for heating and cooking plus a folding
Pinnacle camp chair. TheAustralian-made
firepit is a five-piece design and folds flat for
easy transportation between campsites,
and includes a grill and hotplate.

Price: various Contact: truckman.co.uk

ROOFTENT
ARB’s Simpson III can

support up to 120kg

BOOKS

HOT KIT
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Garmin Dash
CamMini 3

Laser Tools Ratchet
Ring Spanner 8-in-1

IF you’re driving a carwith
a small windscreen, such as

a roadster, then sizematterswhen
choosing a dash cam.Which iswhere
the newGarminMini 3 could seem
like a real winner, because it is the
smallest dash camwehave tried. At
just 52 x 31 x 20mm, it is smaller than
most car key fobs,making it easy to
hide behind a rear-viewmirror.
There’s no screen, so you have

to set up theGarmin up through an
easy-to-use app. If you need to save
footagewhile driving, it recognises
voice commands or has a large
button on the back of the camera.
The footage is only captured in

1080p,which is theminimumwe’d
recommend if youwant to see detail
such as registration numbers, but the
Mini 3 has a built-in polarising lens,
which does a good job of preventing
glare fromheadlamps and reflections
fromyour dashboard.
It can also be synchronised via

the app to other Garmin dash cams,

OUR ratchet spanner test (Issue 1,850) gave
us theopportunity to put somealternative
solutions to the test andherewe look at
Laser Tools’ Ratchet RingSpanner 8-in-1.
Laser Tools is always innovating and this

spanner (8143) is no exception; it has four
fastener sizes at eachend, twooneither
side switched via a sliding insert located
inside theouter socket.
The sizes are clearlymarkedoneach side.

Switching is pretty easy although the smaller
sizes are bestmovedby a tool, bolt or little
finger. There’s a handy thumb lever to change
direction andoverall the systemworkswell
once you’vemastered finding the size needed.
At oneend there’s 13, 15, 17 and 19mm

leaving8, 10, 12 and 14mmat theother, all
working off smooth90-tooth ratchets. The
sides of the 24mm-longwrench are thicker
thanmost,making it comfortable to apply
pressure andon the test rig it breezed all our
testswith no signs of damage.
Thebig advantageof a tool such as this

is that it is ideal for coveringmultiple sizes
when storage space is limited, and it does
thatwell. It is also pretty cost-effective
comparedwithmultiple tool sets, and
there’s no compromise onquality. Theonly
drawback is the height of the ends,which
for thebig sizes reaches33mmdeepand
mayprevent access to some fasteners.
That aside, this is ideal for the tool roll
or kit kept in theboot.

giving the option of having rear and
even side viewswithout the need
for cable connections.
However, this all comes at a price.

The £149.99 cost ismore than for
many rivals, which are only a little
larger and can record in 4K resolution.

FIRSTTEST

Price: £149.99 Rating: Contact: garmin.com

Price: £34.15 Rating:
Contact: lasertools.co.uk

PRODUCTS New on the shelves

FIRST TEST

FULLHD
TheMini 3
records at 1080p,
although slightly
larger rivals can
manage4K
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TESTEDWash-waxes
AVA Seal and Shine

VP H20 – Seal
WHEN hoping for a cleaner

car, a bead iswhat you need. Freshly
waxed paintwill repel water, with the
droplets beading off the surface.
But applyingwax is hardwork, so

car-care companies have developed
shortcuts, generally referred to as
wash-waxes or surface sealants.
Rather than needing time-consuming
applications, these can be applied to
paint straight afterwashing andwill
help dry the carwithout a cloth, and
then repel dirt for at least amonth.
Two newproducts have arrived

fromAVAandVP sincewe held the
giant test for our Product Awards,
sowe followed the sameprocess,
applying them to a scrap bonnet
and leaving it outside for 10weeks
before checking the beading.
TheVPH20 andAVA impressed,

but the patch of bonnet protected
by theDodo Juicewas beading
noticeably better, so it’s ourwinner.

SEAL andShine is designed
tobeused as the third stage
ofAVA’s cleaning routine, after
a prewash and snow foam.
It’s diluted 1:9 in a pressure
washer’s detergent bottle
and sprayed straight onto the
bodywork. You can theneither
drywith a cloth or leave the
water to beadoff after rinsing.
Theprice seemssteep

in this company, but this is
partially offset by the strong
beadingperformance and a
dilution ratewhichmeans
a little goes a longway.

VP’sH2O -Seal is claimed to contain
ceramics in its formula, suggesting
anextra layer of protection.We
couldn’t see anybenefit of this in
our test comparedwith its non-ceramic
rivals, because theVP’s section of our
bonnetwasbeading slightly less at
the endof our 10-week stint – although
thedifferencebetween it and the
AVAwasmarginal.
Unlike theothers testedhere, the

H2Omust be applied by squirting it
straight from thebottle rather than
using it in a pressurewasher’s snow
foambottle. This ismuchharderwork
because it is difficult to get a uniform
finish andmeans itwon’t last as long as
thedilutableDodoJuice andAVA.

TomBarnard

MINI TEST

From£12:Want long-lasting paint protection but don’t have time to apply awax? A surface sealant could be the answer – herewe put three to the test

Price: £24.90 Size: 1 litre Rating:
Contact: avaofnorway.com

Price: £12.50 Size: 1 litre Rating:
Contact: vp-uk.co.uk

Dodo Juice Future Armour

DODOJuicegives you a
choice of applicationmethods
for FutureArmour, so it canbe
sprayedonneat like theVPor
diluted andused like theAVA in
a pressurewasher attachment.
Wemixed the liquid at the

maximum level recommended
in the instructions– 1:10– and
yet it still offered thebest
beadingperformanceof
the three testedhere on
our bonnet. Using it neatwill
offer evenbetter protection,
although it requires buffing
with amicrofibre cloth.

Price: £12 Size: 500ml Rating:
Contact: dodojuice.com

PRODUCTS
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PRODUCTS Car covers

Halfords All Seasons Car
Cover Medium

Richbrook SuperStorm
Tailored Outdoor Car Cover

Sealey 3-Layer All-
Seasons Car Cover SCCM

Maypole Breathable
Full Cover MP9861

Rating:
Price: £58.99
Contact: halfords.com

Rating:
Price: £135
Contact: richbrook.co.uk

Rating:
Price: £57.99
Contact: sealey.co.uk

Rating:
Price: £24.95
Contact:maypoleltd.com

EYE-searingly finished inFlashGordonsilver, this isn’t
a cover for the introvert car nut. It’s seriouslyweighty
at4.85kg, andwasabit clumsy toputon thecar, but
theupside is thegreat knockprotection it offers. The
weight alsoadded to its stability,whichwasalready
good thanks toa really close fit.We liked thestrong
elastics and three tethers– themosthere.Priced
similarly to theSealey, it addsan impressive two-
yearwarranty to themix togive it anedge.

THIS isthecheaperofourtailoredcoversand it fitted
perfectly,withneatmirror pockets (helping to locate the
cover) andgoodcoveragearound the lowerpart of the
car.Despite its relatively lowweight (1.8kg), it didwell in
termsof knockprotectionand let nowater through.Asa
bonus, itwaseasy toget into its textile bag.Practicality,
easeof installationandhighqualitybalance theprice.

THESealeywasaverygood fit for our car, being
plenty longenough toget the twoelastics under
front and rearbumpers. It camedownwell on the
sides,where it couldbeheldby the twin tethers.
Thewaterproof three-layerbreathable composite
material didwell in the tests, lettingoutmoisture
and repellingwater.Weighing in at 2.6kg, it is thick
enough tooffer somegoodknockprotection.

AT this price, it’s thecheapeston test.Wedidn’t
expectmuch, but this heavy-duty, non-woven-
polypropylenecover hadagreat spec. Itwas
breathable, resistedourwater tests andwasgood
onknockprotection. It stayed inplacewell,with
strongelastic atbothendsand twin tethers, and
wasn’t abad fit for our car.Agoodbudgetoption.

BESTBUY
2024

RECOMMENDED

2024
RECOMMENDED
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PRODUCTTEST

OUTDOOR COVERS

Howwe tested

Verdict

Richbrook StormGuard Tailored 4-Layer Cover

Streetwize Breathable Full Car Cover SWBCCL

Clarke PCC170 Medium Car Cover

Simply Water Resistant Car Cover - BCC2 Medium

Rating: Price: £210
Contact: richbrook.co.uk

Rating: Price: £28.99
Contact: streetwize.com

Rating: Price: £35.98
Contact:machinemart.co.uk

Rating: Price: £27.99
Contact: halfords.com

GIVEN the price of cars nowadays
(especially classics), itmakes sense to
protect their bodywork. If you don’t have
a garage, or if it’s packedwith other
stuff, the best answer is to use an
outdoor car cover.
Left outside, a car’s paint is vulnerable

to the occasional bump and scuff, the
effects of UV and airborne pollution, and
attacks fromgeneral dirt, tree sap and
bird droppings, so a high-quality cover
will prove to be aworthwhile investment.
Before buying, get your car’s

dimensions, because picking the right
size is key to ensuring good protection
andease of fitting. Sowhich has your car
covered best?We tried eight to find out.

WE testedmedium-sized covers on a
Renault Clio, and used a steam-filled box
andmoisture trap to check breathability.
Thiswas a key factor, because a cover
can trapmoisture on the bodywork and
this could damage the paint.
We sprayed each coverwith a hose

and left 500ml ofwater on one area for
10minutes to check for leaks. Our drop
test rated their ability to resist bumps.
We looked for good construction

and ease of use,with tether straps high
on ourwish list. The prices quoted are
the bestwe could find online.

THESealeyandHalfords
raneachotherveryclose,
the latter squeezing
through to thewin thanks
to itsbetterknock
protection,extra tether
and two-yearwarranty.

THE ultimate in covers for our car, this four-layer
Richbrook was the second heaviest we tried, at
3.65kg. It offered a snug fit, excellent knock
protection, a soft lining, and it shrugged off
the water easily. It had twin tethers and plastic
protective catches. Easy to fit and easy to store.

A SIMILAR weight to the Maypole, at 1.86kg, it
was easy enough to fit and sufficiently thick to
resist typical knocks. With elasticated sections
at either end, it came down reasonably on the
sides. It stayed put in a breeze but we’d worry
about strong winds, because it had no tethers.

AN attractive cover, and heavy enough (2.46kg)
to give good knock protection. We liked the
padded lining, and it easily beat our water tests.
It was a touch long, with some bunching at the
front, although the elastic held it well. However,
with no tethers, it could suffer in higher winds.

THIS was easily the least impressive on test.
Weighing just 1kg, it was hard to get on the
car, and knock protection was low. The elastic
sections were weedy and keeping it in place
was hampered by a lack of tethers. Described
only as ‘water resistant’ and not breathable.

What’s the bestway to protect your car from theweather?

DavePollard

BUYYOUR CAR KIT
WITH CONFIDENCE

Every week, we extensively
test all the latest car kit from

tyres to trim cleaners.
Scan the code to access our

huge online test archive
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DRIVERPOWER
SUZUKIVITARA
Lowrunningcosts loved

BUYER’SGUIDE
SKODAOCTAVIA
Awonderful all-rounder

TOP10
EXECUTIVECARS
Our test team’s favourites

66 68 70

IF you’re searching for a used car, the
chances are its mileage will be at the

forefront of your decision making. While
we’ve been told that fewer miles equate to
a better-condition car, that’s not always
the case. Electric cars complicate matters
further, given that they have fewer moving
parts and are subject to less frequent health
checks, plus have different life expectancies
to internal combustion-engined cars.

Firstly, let’s tackle the ‘100,000-mile
myth’. You have probably heard this
landmark cited as the moment when cars
begin running into reliability issues, or
severe depreciation takes hold.

However, unless it constitutes the end
of a warranty – 100,000 miles is a typical
period for EV batteries to be covered, for
example – or the car in question requires a
new timing chain or cambelt at this point,

then it’s a largely irrelevant milestone
in the lifespan of any vehicle.

If you’re considering a high-mileage car,
its service history is increasingly important
to show if it has been cared for over its life.

On the flipside of this, though, are low-
mileage cars. Limited mileage can mean

a vehicle has suffered less wear and tear,
which is clearly a positive. But there are
other factors to consider. If a car hasn’t
been used frequently enough, to the point
where parts can seize – or haven’t been
replaced – then that’s clearly a problem.
Even worse, such things are not always
immediately obvious when viewing.

The tyres and brakes are the first things
you should be looking at. Even if a car has
barely budged, they should be replaced
after a certain number of years.

With car sales stagnating in the wake
of the pandemic, people have been hanging
on to their vehicles for longer. The average
age of the cars on UK roads is now over
nine years old, which is the highest level
for more than a decade.

At the same time, however, British
motorists are travelling less. The average
car now covers around 7,400 miles in a year;
back in 2002, that figure was 9,200 miles.

Of course, what is perceived as ‘good’
mileage depends on the car and the type of
driving that it’s done. An executive saloon
which has travelled 100,000 miles on the
motorway won’t have been under the same
stresses and strains as a city car that has
reached the same total in urban areas.

So remember that although mileage
is worth taking into account, it’s merely
one indication of a car’s health.

“IFACARHASN’TBEENUSED
FREQUENTLYENOUGH,TO
THEPOINTWHEREPARTS
CANSEIZE,THENTHAT’S
CLEARLYAPROBLEM”

WHYALOWMILEAGE ISN’T EVERYTHING

ALASTAIR
CROOKS
Auto Express’s senior news
reporter reminds used-car
buyers that there’smuch
more to check on a potential
purchase than itsmileage
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DRIVER POWER Suzuki Vitara

POSITION 21st Suzuki Vitar
USEDPRICES FROM: £6,000 YEARS: 2015 to present CO2: 127g/km FUEL ECONOMY: 52mpg (1.4 Boosterjet) BES

“It hasamazingacceleration
fora relatively small engine.
There’s lotsofmusclewithout
having to rev it toomuch.”

“Someof thesafety
featuresare toosensitive
and intrusive, andyoucan’t
switchsomeof themoff.”

OWNERVIEWSONTHE UK’S BESTCARS

RIDEAND
HANDLING
YOUSAID“TheVitara
feels surprisingly light
and agile forwhat isn’t
that small a car. The
steering is responsive
and the ride is also
muchbetter than
I expected.Overall,
it’s verywell set up.”

MPGAND
RUNNINGCOSTS
YOUSAID“55mpgfroman
automatic four-wheeldrive is
nothingshortofphenomenal.
Maintenancecostsarevery
goodwith theserviceplan.”

INTERIORAND
COMFORT
YOUSAID “All-round
visibility is excellent,
thanks to the high-up
seatingposition, slim
pillars, goodmirrors
and reversing camera.
Cabin comfort is really
impressive, especially
on long journeys.”
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raMk4

WHAT
YOU LIKE?

WHATYOU
DON’T LIKE?THIS is the first Vitara to ditch

a ladder chassis for amonocoque,
and it was introduced a long time ago.
Nearly a decade in fact, which is an
age in car-making terms. But the
Vitarawas facelifted in 2018,which is
when extra techwas adopted,while
hybrid engines arrived in 2020. These
updates have kept owners engaged,
and the car only justmisses out on a
top-20 spot as a result; that’s pretty
impressive for such an old design.
The highlights in theDriver Power

results are fourth for economy and
running costs, with owners also liking
the economy (11th), and the servicing
(eighth) and insurance costs (sixth).
Reliability is rated in 10th place,

while perky acceleration (ninth),
responsive steering (fourth) and
brakes (second), plus excellent driver
visibility (fifth) put the Suzuki in 11th
place overall for driving pleasure.
Infotainment sub-category scores

are all in the lower half of the table,
though, such as 42nd for smartphone
connectivity and 43rd for the visibility
and sensitivity of the touchscreen
displays, while the navigation and
audio quality both ranked 28th.
Owners also aren’t impressed by

the Vitara’s safety features: 39th
for the amount of kit, 33rd for their
function, and38th for howeasy it is to
deactivate themare all poor scores.

Bars showwheremodel finishedoutof50vehicles
inour 2024new-car survey. The longer thebar thebetter

88.04%
STOPTIONS:Only cosmetic accessorieswere offered

“Suzuki haspriced it keenly,
there’sgoodaftersales, the
engine iseconomical, plus
it’snice todrive.Winner!”

“TheVitara is asmall 4x4
thatdrives just likea junior
hothatch. It’s theperfect
car forSussex lanes.”

“MySuzuki is apleasure to
drivebecause it feelsvery
safe,helpeda lotby the
superball-roundvisibility.”

“I reckon theVitara looks
and feels significantlymore
expensive that it is. It seems
big,but it isn’t really.”

“Thebiggest improvement
Suzuki couldmake is tohave
abetter infotainmentset-up
andmorephysical controls.”

“Thequalityof someof the
interiorplastics leavesa lot
tobedesired.Therealso
aren’tenoughcubbyholes.”

“Unpretentiousyetutterly
capable.TheVitaracopes
effortlessly inbadweather,
including iceandsnow.”

“Thebootcapacityshouldbe
greater, and itwouldhelp if,
as inmany rivals, theback
seat foldedcompletely flat.”

“The fuel economy isn’t as
goodaswithmyprevious
Vitara 1.6, and thestop/start
is jerkywhen it cuts in.”

SCANTHECODE
TOTAKETHESURVEY
Tell us about your car and you could be inwith
a chance ofwinning £100Amazon voucher

WHYDRIVERPOWER IS IMPORTANT
Every year thousands of owners share thoughts, opinion and
experiences of the cars they own. This not only helps potential
buyers, it also helpsmakers shape the newgeneration of cars.

OVERALLSCORE

PRACTICALITY
ANDSPACE
YOUSAID“There’s
plenty of cubbyholes,
no shortageof boot
space, and the split-
level boot floor
boosts usability that
bitmore,while also
helping to keepmy
valuables out of
sight. Plus there’s
enough legroom in
theback for three
adults in comfort.”

RichardDredge

BUYINGCARS

YOUR
RATINGS

CATEGORIES

Engineandgearbox
Exterior

Interiorandcomfort
Practicalityandspace

Rideandhandling
Safetyfeatures

MPGandrunningcosts
Reliabilityand
buildquality

Infotainment,
connectivityand

electrics
Value

50 1
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BUYER’S GUIDE Skoda Octavia Mk4

CARmakers have had to really
up their gameover the past decade
or so to remain competitive in an
evermore cut-throatworld. They’ve
had to build cars that are comfier,
safer, better equipped andmore
practical, while still remaining as
affordable and reliable as possible.
Some companies have been

more successful than others at
ticking all (or at leastmost) of these
boxes, but one that stands out is
Skoda. Its Octavia has long been a
great success in the sales charts as
well as our Driver Power surveys, but
howdoes the currentMk4 stack up?

HISTORY
THEOctaviaMk4 arrived in July 2020,
in Estate and hatchback forms, both
with 148bhp 1.5 TSI petrol or 2.0 TDI
diesel engines; the latter camewith
114bhp or 148bhp. Thosewanting
more excitement could buy an
Octavia vRS hatch or Estate from
October 2020, in 242bhp 2.0 TSI,
197bhp 2.0 TDI or 242bhp vRS iV
forms; the latterwas Skoda’s first
plug-in hybrid. At the same time a
109bhp 1.0 TSI petrol enginewas
introduced, plus the 201bhp
Octavia iV plug-in hybrid.
A faceliftedOctavia has just hit

UK roads, with a refreshed nose,
revised exterior lighting, range-wide
digital instrumentation and bigger
infotainment screens. The 2.0 TSI
vRSwas also boosted to 261bhp.

WHICH SHOULD I BUY?
THE 1.0 TSI unit is fine if a little
underwhelming; buy any of the
other engines and you’ll have loads
of pepwith reasonable economy,
while the plug-in hybrid is potentially
spectacularly frugal and cheap to
run, depending on how you drive it.
NoOctavia is spartan, with even

the SEmodel having 16-inch alloy
wheels, LED headlights, a 10-inch
touchscreen, dual-zone climate
control, automatic headlights and
wipers, plus rear parking sensors. The
SE L has 17-inch alloys, privacy glass,

USEDBUYER’S GUIDESkoda
microsuede trim, heated front seats,
navigation, adaptive cruise control
and front parking sensors.

RUNNING COSTS
OCTAVIA owners can choose
between fixed or flexible servicing
regimes; the latter is the default,
but it can be changed.Whereas
the flexible programmeallows up to
18,600miles between services, the
fixed option sets the interval at 12
months or 9,300miles.MostOctavias
are on the flexible set-up,which
means a £350bill every other year for
routine servicing, although this drops
to £285 from the car’s third birthday.
On top of this, all engines have a

cambelt that needs to be replaced
every 15 years or 186,000/130,500
miles (petrol/diesel), at £750.
Insurance groups are competitive;

the 1.0 TSI is in 12 or 13, the 1.5 TSI is
typically in group 18 and the 2.0 TDI
is in 14-20. The PHEV is group 21
whereas the vRS is in 24 or 25.

PRICES
THERE is the odd fourth-generation
Octavia available froma shade under
£10,000, but expect to spend
upwards of £11,500 if youwant any
choice. This buys a 50,000-mile 1.0
TSI or a 75,000-mile 2.0 TDI, both in
SE Technology trim and from2020.
There’s an even number of

hatchbacks and Estates, and slightly
more autos thanmanuals; the former
start at £12k for a 70-plate 100,000-
mile 2.0 TDI SE L. There are plenty of
plug-in hybrids, priced from£12k for
a 70,000-mile SE Technology on a
21-plate. There are also quite a few
vRSs for sale, from£17k;most are
petrol autos, with hybrids also
popular. SE L is themost popular
trim, followed by SE Technology.

FROM£10,000 It’s easy to seewhy this spacious
all-rounder is Skoda’smost popularmodel

ALTERNATIVES
THERE are surprisingly few
alternatives, especially if youwant a
hatchback. The FordMondeowas
axed in spring 2022 and feels dated
in comparison, but it still offers good
value andmasses of space. Peugeot’s
508 ismuchmoremodern and eye-
catching, and is enjoyable to drive,
but uncommonon the usedmarket.
TheMazda 6 is great fun to drive,

feels very upmarket and is stylish, but
was onlymade as a saloon or Estate.
The Volkswagen Passat is also a high-
quality product that came as a saloon
or Estate; it sharesmuch of its
engineering and techwith the
Octavia, but at a higher price.
Or how about anAudi A5

Sportback/A4Avant? These are
even posher butmore expensive.

RECALLS
SKODA has recalled theOctavia
Mk4 five times so far, the first
in June 2020because of eCall
software glitches. The next
campaignwas launched in
March 2022, because the engine
compartment covers of some
Octavias couldwork loose.
Recall three came in April 2022

because someplug-in hybrids
weremadewith faulty fuses in the
high-voltage system. Just a couple
ofOctaviaswere recalled in July
2023, this time because of sub-
standardwheelbearing housings.
Themost recent recall, in

January 2024,was to deal with
someOctavias leaving the factory
with faulty DSG transmissions. It
affected 15,729 cars.

ONLINE
VALUATION
TOOL
Head over to our
valuation tool to
check prices on a
specific model.

AUTO GEARBOX
Someowners have found that
the 1.5 TSI engine can be very
jerkywith its power delivery,
especiallywhen cold and
fittedwith theDSGgearbox.

SPARE WHEEL
There’s no sparewheel, but full-
size and space-saverwheelswere
offeredwith allmodels apart from
the plug-in hybrids; these didn’t
have room for a spare.

CHECKLIST

RichardDredge
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BUYINGCARS
aOctaviaMk4

INTERIOR
SKODAwas always supposed tobe the
value brandwithin theVolkswagenGroup,
but theOctavia’s interior doesn’t suggest
this is an entry-level car. The fit and finish
are impressive,while the large infotainment
screens, high-quality switchgear and
generous equipment levels give an upmarket
feel that’s on aparwithmuchofwhat
Volkswagenoffers, but at higher prices.
The fly in theointment is the climate-

control system,which is adjusted via the
touchscreen. But there’s loads of room for
three adults in the rear seats, and theboot
capacity is excellent, at 600 litres, or 1,555
litreswith the seats foldeddown. TheEstate
boosts this to640or 1,700 litres.

ON THE ROAD
THEOctaviawon’t set your pulse
racingwith its safe chassis set-up,
but Skoda has done a great job of
producing a car that’s easy to drive,
comfortable and refined,with
ample performance unless you buy

onewith the 1.0 TSI engine; that’s
lacklustre but fine if you’re in no
hurry. Even in vRS form, the
handling isn’t scintillating; this
halomodel is faster than the other
models, but it isn’t as engaging to
drive as a Ford Focus, for example.

WITHmore thansevenmillionexamples
soldso far, theOctavia isby farSkoda’s
biggest-sellingmodel. It’s said that the
perfectcardoesn’texist, but theOctavia
isprobably theclosest thing there is for
anyonewantinga familycar that’s truly
multi-talented.However, therearegripes
onowners’ forumsabouthowthe latest
model ismuch lesseasy to livewith than its
predecessorsbecauseSkodahas tried to
be toocleverwith the tech, just likemany
othercarmakers.Wethink it’s a really
goodall-rounder,butmakesureyou
can livewithall of the technology
beforeyoubuyone.

PREVIOUSOctavias
haveprovidedSkoda
with somevery
impressiveDriver Power
results, but the current
model hasn’t appeared
in ourNewCar surveys.
The last timean

Octavia appearedwas
in 2022,when theMk3
managed66thout of 75
entries; the samecar
came43rd theprevious
year. Despite Skoda’s
reputation for happy
customers, it came
23rdout of 32 in our
2024Brands survey.

SOFTWARE
Electronics glitches are themost
commongripe. These can affect
many systems, but infotainment
problems are themost likely.
Software updates often help.

FUEL ECONOMY
The iV plug-in hybrid could achieve up
to 43miles running only on electricity,
and average up to 235mpg, according
to Skoda. In the realworld, you should
expect up to 70mpg and 25-30miles.

PRACTICALITY
EveryOctavia has had a largeboot and
this generation is no exception, offering
up to 1,700 litreswith the seats down

DRIVING
Somerivals aremore
fun todrivebecause
theOctavia is tuned

for acomfortable ride

VERDICT
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TOP 10 Executive cars

TOP 10EXECUTIVECA
Mercedes E-Class Prices from£55,100

BMW5Series Prices from£51,000

FROM£40,000Our team recommend thesemodels towin bragging rights in the company car park

THE latestMercedes E-Class had
big shoes to fill when it arrived in
2023, but thankfully, theW214 is
one of the brand’s best cars to date.
This generation is also the largest

E-Class yet, whichmeans that five
passengerswill fit with ease. And
with 540 litres of boot space, it can
definitely double up as a family car.
The ride is especially smooth on

the optional air suspension. And
although theMercedes can’t quite
match the dynamic nature of the
BMW5Series, it still maintains its
composurewell in corners.
The Superscreen dashboard

consists of a 12.3-inch digital
instrument panel and a 14.4-inch
central display running the latest
MBUX software, and operating
functions including voice-activation,
massaging seats andmood lighting.

WHETHER you opt for the regular
BMW5Series or the pure-electric
i5, the latest generation of this
executive saloon offers impressive,
class-leading tech, a superb driving
experience and top-notch fit and
finish that havemade it a staple of
the executive car class for decades.
Its cabin doesn’t feel too dissimilar

to that of BMW’s pricier andmore
luxurious 7 Series flagship. There
are plenty of plush, comfortable
materials and these are joined by a
12.3-inch digital driver’s display and
a 14.9-inchwidescreen infotainment
system that operates BMW’s iDrive
software. Unfortunately, the touch-
sensitive controls cause the usual
frustrations, but these are soon
forgotten, because the BMW5
Series is great to drive. There’s even
room for all the family, thanks to its
spacious cabin and 520-litre boot.

PROS
Sharp handling
Fine refinement
Interior design and finish

PROS
Fantastic for long trips
Hi-tech interior
Excellent fuel economy

CONS
A little patter to low-speed ride
Digital displays appear fussy
PHEVversion looks pricey

CONS
Inconsistent brake pedal feel in PHEV
BMW5Series is better to drive
Diesel engine in E 220 d can be noisy

1

3
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BMW3Series Prices from£41,500

TeslaModel 3 Prices from£40,000

BMWtakes a one-two in this list
because the 3Series offers pretty
much the same attributes as its
bigger 5 Series sibling (left). The
driving dynamics are arguably better,
there’s still an excellent, premium-
feeling interior with plenty of tech,
and the Touring estatemodel should
be practical enough formost families.
The 3Series has long been the

default choice for compact-executive
buyerswho are looking for a sporty
drive, and the latest version builds on
this by reducing itsweight by up to
55kg and increasing rigidity by as
much as 50per cent over the old car.
Despite being larger than its

predecessor, the latestmodel is even
more agile and nimble in the bends.
Ride comfort is second only to that
of theMercedesC-Class, but BMW’s
specially developed damper tech
means long drives are no chore.

THE TeslaModel 3 has beenwith us
for awhile nowbut, thanks to amidlife
facelift, it’s still one of the best EVs.
With up to 390miles of range, the
Model 3 should quell any anxiety
around charging, and every variant
offers performance to surprisemany
genuine sports cars. The flagship
Performance variant shoots from
0-60mph in just 2.9 seconds, yet it
still offers up to 328miles between
charges. Plus the quietness of the
motor and relativelywell judged
dampingmake for a pleasant ride.
The cabin is certainlyminimalist

and an alternative approach to the
clutter of having lots of buttons,
although somepeoplemight call it
dull. There’s plenty of space inside,
with generous headroom in both the
front and rear. The bigwindows also
help tomake the cabin feel airy.

PROS
Great to drive
Excellent infotainment
Frugal yet potent engines

PROS
Great real-world range
Impressive performance
Improved build quality

CONS
High list prices
Steering slightly lifeless
PHEVcostlier to run than rivals

CONS
NoAppleCarPlay or AndroidAuto
Rivals aremore fun to drive
No indicator stalks

BUYINGCARS

2

4

IF you’re looking for an executive car, you’ll quickly
find yourself in a seaof premium-badgedmodels,

typicallywith saloonbodies. To help narrowdownyour
search,we’ve compiled this list of thebest executive cars
you canbuy right now, basedonour extensive testing of
every newmodel. Readon for theAutoExpress top 10.

Shane
Wilkinson

Shane.Wilkinson@autoexpress.co.uk
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TOP 10 Executive cars

Alfa RomeoGiulia Prices from£40,600

Volkswagen ID.7 Prices from£51,500

BMW i4 Prices from£51,300

IF good looks rank high on your list of priorities
for an executive car, theAlfa RomeoGiulia
should be near the top of the pile. That said,
theAlfa is no disappointment for running
costs and refinement either. If you’re buying
new, the onlymainstreamoption is a 276bhp
four-cylinder petrol engine –which is enough
to have funwith the rear-wheel-drive set-up.
But there’s always the hotGiulia Quadrifoglio
version if you really have a need for speed.
The interior is a great improvement over

old Alfas, too,with goodmaterials and a slick
design helping to give an upmarket appeal
– even if it falls just shy of theMercedes
C-Class.Where theGiulia falls down is on
practicality, because there’s no estatemodel.

AS the electric executive-car sector
continues to expand, Volkswagen has finally
thrown its hat into the ringwith the ID.7. It’s
available as a saloon and an estate (Tourer),
andwe think it’s the brand’s best EV to date.
It offers plenty of refinement and practicality,
alongwith awhopping 437-mile claimed
range froma charge in the Pro S variant.
Unfortunately, a starting price that sits

firmly north of the £50,000markmeans
this isn’t really a ‘people’s car’, but the ID.7
certainly feels upmarket enough to sit in
this bracket. There’s plenty of kit included
across the line-up, althoughwedowish that
the heat pumpwasn’t a £1,050 option.

THE BMW i4 is still one of the TeslaModel 3’s
fiercest competitors. Pricing starts from less
than £52,000 for the eDrive35, yet thismodel
still provides up to 308miles of range, along
with a reasonable 282bhp–meaning the
0-62mph sprint is dealt with in six seconds.
It’s not all about the performance, though,

because the i4’s technology is bang up to
date, with BMW’s latest iDrive infotainment
systembeing the centrepiece. This is
operated through a large, seamless display
that combines a 12.3-inch digital instrument
panel and a 14.9 inch central screen. The i4
iswell put together, too, andwhile it has a
sportier feel than some rivals, it will still
prove comfortable on longer journeys.

PROS
Great build quality
Engaging to drive
Impressive tech

CONS
Four-star NCAP rating
Expensive to buy
Tight rear space

9

7

5

PROS
Practicality
Refinement
Safety

CONS
Heat pumpcosts extra
Pricier than rivals
Fiddly infotainment

PROS
Sharp handling
Stunning looks
Great engine

CONS
Increased list price
Nomanual in UK
Firm ride
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AudiA6 Prices from£44,300

Porsche Panamera Prices from£82,500

Mercedes C-Class Prices from£45,100

THEAudi A6 ismuchmore than just a third
wheel alongside itsMercedes E-Class and
BMW5Series rivals. In fact, it offers a very
smart blend of refinement, equipment and
relatively low running costs.
TheA6 feels agile on themove, thanks to

the extensive use of lightweight aluminium
in its structure, while its nimble nature is
improved further still if you specify the
optional four-wheel steering.
Admittedly, theAudi’s steering can’t

match that of the BMW5Series, but the
A6 remains a precise and good car to drive.
It’s set to be replaced by the incoming all-
electric Audi A6 e-tron, though, so the
clock is ticking if you’re planning to buy one.

IF you fancy a sports car but really need
something that’s a bitmore suitable for long
motorway runs andmaybe even family duties,
the Porsche Panameramay just be the
answer to your prayers. Although it’s not quite
as engaging to drive as a Porsche 911, every
version of this four-door saloon produces a
minimumof 348bhp and500Nmof torque,
so it’s still capable of putting a smile on your
facewhen youwant it to.
When it’s time to be a bitmore sensible,

the Panamera settles down into a calm and
comfortablemile-muncher. There’s also the
option of the plug-in E-hybridmodel if you
want to keep the Porsche’s fuel economy
and emissionswell under control.

THE latestMercedesC-Class is the best
version of this compact executive car that
we’ve seen for decades. Thismodel has
always been known as one of themore
comfortable offerings in its segment, and
that latest edition uses a smaller version of
theMRAarchitecture that underpins the
flagshipMercedes S-Class limo.
This translates into a superb ride, rivalling

that of farmore prestigious cars. Couple this
with the plush, tech-filled interior and the
C-Class is an excellent car for long-distance
trips. Choose the tax-friendly plug-in hybrid
C300 e edition and you can even cover as
many as 70miles on pure-electric power from
a charge, helping to trim your running costs.

BUYINGCARS

10

8

6PROS
Fine on-board tech
Plug-in hybrid option
Excellent cabin quality

CONS
Canbe expensive to run
Biggerwheels upset ride
Relatively small boot

PROS
Superb refinement
Impressive interior tech
Hugeperformance

CONS
Expensive options
Only four seats
Pricey

PROS
Better to drive than ever
Top-class interior build
Elegant styling

CONS
Little steering feedback
Less boot space in PHEV
Irritating touchscreens
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PERFORMANCE:This is themanufacturer’s
claimedacceleration time for a car, and is
measured from0-60mphor0-62mph
(0-100km/h), in seconds.

ECONOMY/EMISSIONS/RANGE:
CombinedWLTPeconomy inmilesper gallon,
emissions in gramsper kilometreofCO2and
maximumclaimed range for EVs. Figures are
achieved in the latestWLTP tests, butwill vary
according toequipment andare unlikely tobe
representativeof everydayefficiency.

INSURANCE:Group rating asquoted
by theAssociationofBritish Insurers.
Warranty:Next toeachmanufacturer’s name
is thebasicwarrantyperiod inmonths and
miles for themechanicals, corrosion and
paintwork. EVsandhybridswill have
dedicatedbattery cover.

LISTPRICE:This is theon-the-road figure
and includesVAT, delivery todealer, the first
12months’ of emissions-based road tax,
numberplates and first registration.

WILL ITFIT? Is your garagebig enough?
Ourmeasurements show the length and
widthof eachmodel, but remember estate
andperformancevariantsmaybebigger.

DRIVERPOWERPOSITION:
AutoExpress’s surveycanvasses results
fromtensof thousandsofmotorists.
Models are ratedbydrivers, then ranked
against others onsale in theUK.
The lower thenumber, thehigher
the score amodel achieved.

ROADTAX:Whenacar is first registered, its first year’s road tax
is included in theprice.This isemissions-based, andadds
anythingfromzeroonelectriccarsto£2,745forvehiclesemitting
over255g/kmofCO2.After12months,it’stheowner’sresponsibility
to tax their vehicle, and the ratedependson the fuel used:

Vehiclesbelow£40,000
Electric vehicle: £0
Alternative fuel: £180
Petrol/diesel: £190
Alternative fuels includehybrids,
plug-in hybrids, bi-ethanol and LPG fuels.

VehiclesOver£40,000
Electric vehicle: £0
Alternative fuel: £590
Petrol/diesel: £600
After five years, vehicles costingmore
than£40,000 revert to the lower rates.

EURONCAPRATING:
Atthestartofeach
modelisitsEuroNCAP
crashtestsafetyrating
(ifavailable).The
maximumscoreisfive
stars,althoughthetest
hasbeenmadetougher
overtheyears,soratings
aren’tcomparable
betweenvehicles.

Pick-uptrucks:Themodels listedhere
pay a flat rateof road tax, at £345per year.

NEWCARPRICES
HOWOURGUIDEWORKS
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NEW CAR
PRICES
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NEW CAR
PRICES
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NEW CAR
PRICES
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ONLINE
VALUATION
TOOL
Headover toour
valuation tool to check
pricesona specificmodel.



DON’T believe a word of it when you’re fed the
line that motor shows are dead. For sure they’re

changing – whether it’s the Geneva expo daftly
decamping to Doha, or the born-again British Motor
Show focusing as much on outdoor driving activities
as static displays inside its exhibition halls.

Then there’s Paris. As I was starting to write this
en route to the opening of what might be the most
significant car-related event in Europe this year, it
was clearly shaping up as the Renault Motor Show.

France’s favourite firm somehow seems to try
harder. Renault Group (which also includes Alpine,
Dacia and Mobilize) has proven this by staging seven
world premieres on its five Paris stands this week.
And it’s wheeled out a couple of concept cars, too.

“Once again we’re affirming our strong
commitment to motor shows,” it proudly stated.

And in doing so, it has sent a defiant message to certain rival firms who apparently
can’t be bothered to get out on the front line to meet, greet and sell to car buyers. I’m
not sure if they’re complacent, demotivated or plain lazy, but I do know that the Renault
clan is at the opposite end of the scale. It’s cleverly cleaning up on the local, national and
international motor show fronts, at a time when many of its rivals are missing out.

Also on the eve of Paris, there were yet more intriguing, potentially explosive
developments at Hyundai. A fortnight ago, I warned that this large, loaded car company
is formally entering into a partnership deal with the even bigger and wealthier tech
firm Samsung. The coming together of these two South Korean ‘royal families’ is
surprising – especially because they haven’t always seen eye-to-eye.

But equally unexpected is confirmation that Hyundai Chairman Euisun Chung is
about to meet up with the unlikeliest of people, Toyota Chairman Akio Toyoda – at, of
all places, Chung’s local race track, Everland.

For historic and other complicated reasons, it’s quite rare for the South Koreans and
Japanese to do business together. Even rarer is the elderly boss of Toyota flying in to see
his far younger Hyundai counterpart on the latter’s local patch.

What they’ll talk about and in what language is anyone’s guess. And the plot thickens
because Hyundai uses the c-word – “collaboration” – when confirming the meeting.

I’ve met and shared a bottle of wine with Euisun Chung, a great bloke who’s done
a highly impressive job since taking over from his dad as Hyundai chairman. But he’s

perhaps done all he can at his car-building empire. He’s not
courting giants such as Samsung and Toyota with a view to

offloading some or all of his Hyundai, Kia and Genesis
brands, is he? Surely not. Heaven forbid. Or maybe he is?

“BYSHOWING ITS
COMMITMENTTO
MOTORSHOWS,
RENAULT IS SENDING
OUTAMESSAGETO
RIVALSWHOCAN’T
BEBOTHEREDTO
GETOUTONTHE
FRONTLINE”

BACKCHAT Mike Rutherford

First tasteofAudi
A5compactexec
Behind thewheelof thenewmodel
that takesover fromtheoldA4

Ferrarihypercar
readiedfor launch
All thedetailson thenewF1andLe
Mans-inspired 1,000bhp+prototype

WINTERDRIVINGGUIDE
Cars tochooseand
tipsonstayingsafe
WenametheUK’sbest4wdcarsand
topproducts tocopewith thecold

DRIVEN

REVEALED

MIKE
RUTHERFORD

MOTORING’S
MOSTOUTSPOKEN
COLUMNISTAND
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Ready to sell? Go to autoexpress.co.uk/sellmycar

WHY IT PAYS TO SELLWITH THE EXPERTS

SELLWITH
TRUST

SAVE TIME
ANDMONEY

GETAN
HONESTPRICE

1 2 3

NO-NONSENSE CAR
SELLING HASARRIVED

With decades of testing all
manner of motors, we know
what a fair valuation looks like.

No hidden fees or bogus
deals, just a straightforward

road to selling.

We’ll get your car in front of
our trustednetworkof dealers–
readytooffer you their best price.






