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 COLUMNIST OF THE YEAR

VERSION

CAITLIN MORAN 


CAITLIN_MORAN  

AI can’t even write a column for me – so how REPR

O OP

is it supposed to transform the world? 

always want to be the person 

At the end of May, the Chicago Sun-

being excited about progress and 

Times printed a “Summer reading list for 

the future – you never want to be 

2025”. But more than half the books listed 

the person shouting, “SKIFFLE IS 

didn’t actually exist – the journalist had 

SUBS

ITHE MOST EXCITING KIND 

asked AI for recommendations, then  

OF MUSIC, ACTUALLY!” the 

didn’t check if they were real or not. 

week the Beatles release Please 

Social media is full of people posting  

Please Me – but, come on. AI is 

AI’s maddest recommendations: that “you 

bullshit. In the future, it might become 

eat at least one small rock per day”, or 

awesome. After all, at one point, the 

insisting that everyone adds glue to pizza 

bicycle was merely the penny-farthing – a 

“to give the sauce more tackiness”. On 

A

giant wheel and a tiny wheel, conspiring 

Bluesky, Times columnist Sathnam 

RT

to kill anyone who rode upon it – and yet 

Sanghera wearily posted that he is being 

it eventually evolved into the foldable 

pitched literary events “with book titles 

Brompton, which is excellent. 

that I’ve not written, but which have been 

But now? Right now? In 2025? Have 

hallucinated by AI”. 

you actually used AI? This thing we keep 

Across the world, people are being told 

being told is going to transform the world? 

by their governments that AI is how we’ll 

It’s not even at the penny-farthing stage 

get better economies, healthcare, jobs. 

PRODUCTION

yet. It’s like a single wheel with a really 

Keir Starmer told the UK we would be 

great PR guy who will not shut up. Every 

“mainlining” AI; that we must embrace it 

time I google something, Google’s shiny 

for a brighter future. And I get the fear  

new AI, Gemini, hijacks my search, and 

– no world leader wants to be going on 

provides a hatefully chatty summary of 

about how much they love Lonnie 

what it thinks I’m looking for. It’s like 

Donegan while John and Paul are 

Microsoft’s Clippy, cosplaying as an all-

knocking out Strawberry Fields. But, 

CLIENT

seeing Gandalf. And it always gets it 

currently, AI is something you have to 

wrong. I once whimsically asked ChatGPT 

believe in – almost like a faith – rather 

to write a column “in the style of Caitlin 

than something whose utility you can 

Moran”, and despite the fact that large 

actually observe now. Every day, millions 

language models have scraped every single 

of people are giving AI a go – beta-testing 

one of my books, at no cost, it opened with 

it free of charge; giving it lots of lovely 

an AI Caitlin cheerfully boasting about 

data – and then staring at rock recipes, 

how I was walking down the street in my 

and imaginary books, going, “But this is 

high heels. Come ON, guys – if you’re 

just… Magic Beans. Why isn’t anyone 

going to STEAL my books, at least  

being honest about it?” 

have the courtesy to remember I have 

When you buy a puppy, you can tell 

infamously weak ankles and flat feet, and 

what its parents are like. You can see it in can’t even handle an espadrille. YOU’VE 

the nature of the dog. When I look at AI, 

STOLEN THIS KNOWLEDGE. USE IT. 

I can see its parents. I see them in the 

This week, I had a friend over who 

nature of the dog. AI is a bullshitter  

works in tech. They code, day in, day out. 

– because its parents are. 

I once whimsically 

As an experiment, they downloaded Elon 

AI will give you a mad recipe – then 

Musk’s Grok – apparently the best AI  

confidently assert that, yes, everyone eats 

asked ChatGPT to 

– and asked it to code a very simple 

glue. AI companies will swaggeringly 

interface for a synthesizer. Something with 

declare that they are the biggest 

write in my style 

nice buttons, so you could very easily 

businesses in the world – wielding the 

switch from “flute” to “Rickenbacker” 

most transformative power the world has 

and it boasted about 

on your phone. 

ever seen – then confidently assert that, 

“Huh,” my friend said, looking at the 

yes, they also have to be able to use 

how I was walking 

result. “This looks good. But… [he opened 

copyrighted material without charge, or 

a window, to look at the coding] …it 

else, as Nick Clegg said, “AI will die.” 

in my high heels. 

doesn’t work. See? Half these links are 

But everyone isn’t eating glue. And if 

broken. But it doesn’t know they’re broken. 

AI is the most transformative technology 

Come ON, guys

If I started going through and trying to 

the world has ever seen, it won’t die if it 

mend this, it would take me longer than  

does what every other business does:  

if I’d started from scratch. And yet they’re SON

pay for stuff. I think we’re all in favour of WIL already laying off people in coding  

progress, and the future. But can we be 

T  – because they think AI is ready now  

honest? It’s not here yet. Right now, it 

ROBER to replace them. And… it’s not.” 

doesn’t even know what shoes I wear. n

The Times Magazine  5
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Most mattresses promise the perfect night’s sleep. But they can’t. Not when they’re made from synthetic materials that trap heat, restrict airfl ow and disrupt the very thing they promise. 

At Naturalmat, we promise something different. All our beds, mattresses and bedding are made from natural, organic and sustainable materials. Handcrafted in our Devon workshop, offering you breathable, supportive, healthier rest that others try to imitate, but only we can deliver. 

It’s a promise we’ve kept for over 25 years. And one we’ll continue to keep, because great sleep starts with what you’re sleeping on. 

organic. local. sustainable. 

London | Knutsford | Cotswolds | Devon

91TTM2549124.pgs  28.05.2025  09:50    


BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

[image: Image 122]

VERSION

What I’ve learnt DJ Fat Tony


WIL_FAT_TONY  

 Musician Tony Marnach, known as DJ Fat Tony, 

 59, grew up on a London council estate. He has 

PORTRAIT Tom Jackson

 DJed at Glastonbury, at parties for Madonna, 

REPR

 Donatella Versace and Victoria Beckham, and 

O OP

 at Prince Harry and Meghan’s wedding. His 

 2022 memoir, I Don’t Take Requests, was a 

 Sunday Times bestseller. He got married last 

 week and lives in London with his husband. 

I used and abused drugs for 28 years.  It SUBS

was a very thin line between survival and 

death. All I ever looked forward to was 

planning my own funeral. I was exhausted 

by life, exhausted by using. 

One night I thought, ‘I can’t do this any more.’ I got help. Now I’m 18 years [sober], which is remarkable. I didn’t have a life 

A

before. I was surviving. I have so much in 

RT

my life because of the things I don’t do. 

I have self-respect. It’s incredible. 

I’d never be going to the gym five times a week if I hadn’t used weight loss pens last year.  My partner posted a picture of me and I looked enormous. It freaked me. 

I wasn’t comfortable with who I was. 

PRODUCTION

I’m a man of a certain age in a career 

that’s dominated by young kids. I can’t be 

that man with a beer gut behind the decks. 

I tried to help Liam Payne with his demons.  

He was incredible – a really close friend. 

[The singer died last year.] There were so 

many amazing times where he got clean 

CLIENT

and sober. Not everyone makes it. It’s a 

real shame what happened, falling off the 

balcony. I’m devastated by it. 

Using AI instead of songwriters and 

musicians is a problem.  It’s very much a flash in the pan. No one is ever going to 

take Bernie Taupin’s place. 

When I was diagnosed with HIV, it was a 

‘I tried to help Liam Payne with his demons. 

major shock.  It’s not something anyone deserves to get. No one went out and looked 

Not everyone makes it. I’m still devastated’

for it. It’s a vicious card that we all got dealt. 

The stigma that’s still attached to it is 

ignorance. I’m undetectable; I can’t transmit. 

INTERVIEW Georgina Roberts

decided to call myself DJ Fat Tony. Now 

My health is probably better than most 

I’ve lost weight, people say, “You should 

people’s, because I check up on everything. 

change your name.” I’ve had that said to 

If I had a problem, George Michael would be After I wrote the abuse chapter of my book, me two million times in the last 40 years. 

the first to help. George was always the I was projectile vomiting.  I was shaking. 

Addiction is a big part of our industry.  

one that would be like, “Are you OK?” He 

That night, I woke up from a nightmare. 

People see being sober and clean as more 

was the first person to pick up the phone. 

I could smell [my abuser] in the room with 

problematic than being drunk and high. 

He was always there for me. 

me; I could see him. I started trauma 

They’ll help you on that drink and drug 

My proudest moment was when my mum 

therapy. It no longer has that hold on me. 

journey, but not on the sober journey. 

walked me down the aisle.  I never thought Hence why I could get married. 

I always find humour in bad situations. In that I would ever be that in love to want to I fell in love with Kate Moss straight away.  

lockdown, we were pumped full of fear. 

marry someone, and that someone would 

There was a magic around her that is still 

That’s why I started posting memes. The 

ever be that in love with me. 

there. She is what she is and you get what 

more people laughed, the better I felt. 

When we go through abuse, there’s a part  

you get. That’s what’s so special about her. 

When we put down one drug, it’s like 

of our brain that shuts down and we don’t George Michael’s 30th was pretty special. 

Whac-a-mole. Before you know it, you find remember it.  I became fat because I never Me turning up as a 7ft drag queen in 

that you’re eating too much. Or you’re out 

wanted anyone to come near me again. 

Vivienne Westwood stiletto heels didn’t go 

shopping with money you don’t have. It’s 

It became like a wall around me, like  

down very well with his dad. Because at 

always about fixing our feelings. n 

a castle. The first time I told anyone  

the time, George wasn’t out of the closet. 

[about being abused as a child by a man  

I was fat when I was a kid.  It was one of DJ Fat Tony’s EP with KDA, Hard Camp, is out he met at a youth centre] I was 18. Then  

those things people used to call me behind 

on July 4. The single Big Things Coming is 

I didn’t mention it again until I was 33. 

my back. I thought, right, I’ll own that. I 

available now on all streaming platforms
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In 2014 with Michael Gove, 

her husband at the time, 

and their dog Scarlet

As the wife of Michael Gove and member of the Notting Hill set, the journalist Sarah Vine had a ringside seat for the rise of the Camerons and the Brexit debate. Now she’s written a memoir that’s brutally frank about the cost of political ambition including the failure of her marriage and the end of her friendship with Sam Cam. Interview: Janice Turner BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN
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Sarah Vine, 58, photographed 

by Robert Wilson. 

Styling: Hannah Rogers 


SARAH_VINE__1  

‘POLITICS PULLS OUT  

THE HEART OF EVERY 

RELATIONSHIP YOU HAVE’

As the wife of Michael Gove and member of the Notting Hill set, the had a ringside seat for the rise of the Camerons and the Brexit debate. Now she’s written a memoir that’s brutally frank about the cost of political ambition including the failure of her marriage and the end of her friendship with Sam Cam. Interview: Janice Turner 91TTM2549168.pgs  02.06.2025  13:06    
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The Goves’ 2001 wedding in France

t is 2015, and Sarah Vine is on 


SARAH_VINE__2  

holiday in New York with her 

husband, Michael Gove, then justice 

secretary, their daughter, 12, and 

son, 10, when a woman (who turns 

out to be a British teacher) screams 

REPR

O OP

Iat them on 5th Avenue: “Wankers 

like you shouldn’t be allowed to 

have children.” It is 2017, and The 

Observer publishes a column by 

left-wing comedian Stewart Lee: “As a 

student,” he writes, “David Cameron is 

rumoured to have put his penis into a 

SUBS

dead pig. To outdo him… Michael Gove 

put his penis into a Daily Mail journalist.” 

It is 2021 and a card arrives for their 

daughter Bea’s 18th birthday that she 

opens to find, in cut-out magazine letters, 

a threat to her father and the promise “he 

won’t live to see you turn 19”. 

A

In our harsh, polarised age, many will 

“Everyone always thinks, ‘Oh, you grew 

RT

With Samantha Cameron, 2010

dismiss these vignettes from Vine’s book 

up in Italy. It must have been lovely,’ ” Vine How Not to Be a Political Wife as just 

says. But her parents had endless louche, 

rough and tumble, justified by whatever 

drunken parties and would often leave 

perceived evils Gove committed in an 

Sarah and her brother alone at night while 

austerity Tory government and as the 

they caroused in town. Each had many 

architect of Brexit, or by what Vine writes 

lovers, resulting in operatic rows. Vine 

as a tabloid “Wednesday witch”. But, 

recalls her father bundling her into his car PRODUCTION

whatever your politics, this book will make 

one night to chase her mother, who’d left 

you wonder why anyone would inflict a 

him, at high speed down country roads. 

Westminster career upon those they love. 

I vividly remember Vine’s parents at 

There have been several self-justifying 

her wedding in the South of France: Roger 

accounts of the Cameron years, but Vine’s 

dressed like a Russian mafioso in two-tone 

focus isn’t Tory party machinations. Her 

crocodile shoes, Rosemary with her movie 

subject is the human toll when political 

star looks, walking ostentatiously up and 

CLIENT

friendships are mistaken for real ones. 

down the church in a bright blue Dior 

It chronicles two heartbreaks: the end of 

suit, then changing for the evening into  

‘I suppose I relied on 

her marriage and her rift with Samantha 

a skintight red strapless La Perla sheath, 

Cameron, told with the postmenopausal 

as if determined to upstage the bride. 

Sam a lot… I’d certainly 

clarity of a woman who (as she puts it) 

Sarah wasn’t the daughter they’d 

“has no more f***s left to give”. 

love to see her again’

expected: not a slim, pretty, charming 

We meet in a rented west London flat, 

ornament but big-boned, plump and in 

where Vine, 58, lives with her dogs Muffin 

need of thick spectacles. Roger, an egotist 

and Florence, and (in holidays) her student 

to a photograph taken of her scalp. I try 

who once gave his children signed photos 

children Will, 20, and Bea, 22. Gove, now 

not to look shocked because, from crown 

of himself for Christmas, would tell Sarah 

editor of The Spectator, has moved in  

to ears, she’s almost bald, with just a few 

if she’d been conceived a few months  

with his new girlfriend, Oxford academic 

tufts on the sides. “I’m like an old man,” 

later when abortion was made legal, she 

Dr Lola Salem, 32, and her four-year-old 

she reflects neutrally without self-pity. She’s wouldn’t exist and, “Non c’e niente piu 

daughter. (Bea sometimes babysits.) Vine 

always been frank about her alopecia, that 

brutta che una donna brutta” (there’s 

says she’s quite solitary now and doesn’t go she wears a “hair system” woven into her 

nothing uglier than an ugly woman). 

out much, “which seems to suit me fine”. 

own, and also about her weight problem, 

Amid this emotional chaos, at 15  

And I’m transported back to the 

which made her an early Ozempic adopter. 

Vine begged to move to England, which 

Noughties, to dinner parties at Vine and 

It is ironic Private Eye parodies her as 

she always perceived as orderly and safe, to Gove’s tiny house in Barlby Road, west 

“Sarah Vain”, because her deep self-loathing attend a boarding school, with her beloved 

London, with journalists and politicians 

about her looks is key to her story. Vine’s 

maternal grandmother, Ruth, as her 

crammed around the table, gallons of fine 

parents were beautiful people, like Liz 

guardian. But she was an outsider at school 

claret, big roasts cooked by Sarah, gossip, 

Taylor and Richard Burton, both in their 

too, bullied as a foreigner and for her 

laughter, networking, ideas. A couple  

boozy glamour and “that terrible co- 

looks. So she starved herself to thinness, 

on their way up in a party preparing for 

dependence of a toxic relationship, which is returning to Italy where her ecstatic father government, then later in power, with 

still the vibe of their marriage”. Her father, took her shopping for a whole Benetton 

George Osborne’s ministerial Range Rover 

Roger, was a working-class boy from 

wardrobe, then sent her into a restaurant 

idling outside. Because, full disclosure, 

Mumbles, near Swansea, brilliant at tennis 

to “wiggle for a table”. When she regained 

since both Vine and Gove were once 

(he played at Junior Wimbledon), chess 

the pounds she lost her father’s approval, 

, PA Times journalists, I knew them well 

and the violin, who met colonel’s daughter 

with lifelong consequences. “Put simply,” 

LTD

– I went to their 2001 wedding – although 

Rosemary when she was working as a 

she writes, “I hate myself when I put on 

APERS  I’ve barely seen either for years. Not since barmaid before university. At 20, she was 

weight… Fat, I become unloveable, a 

Brexit, when everything changed…

pregnant, there was a shotgun wedding and 

failure and a source of revulsion.” 

NEWSP

“Do you want to see my hair?” says 

Roger set up as a currency trader, moving 

Even now she hesitates to say they 

TIMES  Vine, pulling out her phone and scrolling to Italy for low taxes and la dolce vita. 

were terrible parents, “but they were. 
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91TTM2549169.pgs  02.06.2025  13:05    


BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

[image: Image 249]


Matki_Plc  

VERSION


REPR

O OP

SUBS

ART

PRODUCTION

CLIENT

Glass EauZone Quintesse. Shower Tray Continental Quintesse. Brassware Swadling Brassware Invincible.   Finish Polished Nickel. 

DESIGNED AND MADE IN THE UK | WWW.MATKI.CO.UK

91TTM2549126.pgs  27.05.2025  17:37    


BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

[image: Image 250]

With Kemi Badenoch in London this year

VERSION

They did whatever they wanted and left  

him and almost immediately Gove was 


SARAH_VINE__3  

us to our own devices. They were quite 

found a safe seat, Surrey Heath. The  

cruel.” At 17, Vine studied for A-levels at 

only trouble was Vine thought it soulless, 

Lewes Technical College, living alone in  

“home to a thousand Hyacinth Bouquets”, 

a flat in Brighton, where she knew no one 

and Gove was determined they live there. 

and didn’t speak to her parents for months 

So when he won in 2005 they rented, 

REPR

at time. “I always felt very on my own,” 

then bought, a constituency home, letting 

she says. “I had to take care of myself.” 

out Barlby Road. But Vine had just given 

O OP

She never drank back then, knowing there 

birth to Will, who had almost died of a 

was no parent to keep her safe. Only when 

grave ear infection, her commute to The 

a boyfriend’s kindly mother took an interest Times was a three-hour round trip and 

did she apply to university, reading Italian she was desperately lonely, cut off from 

and French at University College London. 

her friends while her husband was never 

SUBS

Fast-forward to the late Nineties  

around. She was diagnosed with postnatal 

when, after falling into journalism almost 

depression and told if something in her 

accidentally via subbing shifts on the 

life didn’t change, she’d need admitting to 

tabloids, Vine became arts editor of The 

hospital. “I was in a bad way,” she says. So Times. (I recall her views were solidly 

she implored Gove to return to London. 

New Labour.) The Times comment  

The result was, in the 2009 expenses 

‘Fat, I become 

editor was Michael Gove, known to be 

scandal, Gove was accused of flipping  

A

extraordinarily clever, exquisitely polite  

his homes, charging the taxpayer £13,000 

RT

unloveable, a failure, 

– and generally believed to be gay. 

for stamp duty to buy Surrey Heath, 

Such rumours about his sexuality still 

a source of revulsion’

plus £7,000 for furnishing their London 

persist. I even remember Sarah on her 

house mainly with Oka furniture sold by 

wedding day – after the couple performed 

Sam’s mother, Viscountess Astor. Gove 

the longest, smoochiest you-may-now-

a rough, ugly, main drag. I was always 

apologised to his constituents at a public 

kiss-the-bride kiss I’ve ever seen – saying 

puzzled why they chose this cramped 

meeting: Vine recalls him return trembling 

to a group of guests, “Everyone thinks 

Thirties two-up, two-down next to a bus 

to down most of a bottle of whisky. This 

PRODUCTION

Michael is gay, but he isn’t.” The rumours, 

stop over a bigger place in a less fashionable was, she says, their first taste of the mob’s Vine says, come from Gove’s bachelor days 

postcode. But location was the point:  

fury. Gove repaid half his expenses, but 

living in Mayfair with handsome “A-gays 

close by, in large, elegant villas, were the trying to maintain two homes while 

about town”, the entrepreneur Ivan 

Camerons and Osbornes. Gove longed to 

paying for childcare was a struggle. When 

Massow and former Tory MP Nick Boles, 

be part of what became the Notting Hill 

Cameron banned MPs from holding 

plus his rather camp Jermyn Street tastes 

set. But in every sense he was on its fringe, second jobs, forcing Gove to ditch his 

for Blenheim Bouquet cologne and 

trying to belong, striving to impress, even 

Times column, Vine complained to 

CLIENT

Turnbull & Asser pyjamas. 

paying extra for their home to have an 

George Osborne, who replied, “Can’t you 

But on a skiing trip it quickly transpired 

0207 (inner London) phone number. 

just ask your father for money?” 

Gove was heartily heterosexual. “He’s a 

Vine is savage about Gove’s efforts to 

I suggest that Vine’s real misfortune 

very complicated man,” says Vine. “I always 

assimilate into this circle: learning to say was to be a political wife in a Tory party 

remember when I got married to him, 

“ASS-cutt” not “ASS-cott”, buying wine 

run by smooth, rich upper-class men. 

thinking he was a bit like Niles in Frasier. 

from Berry Bros, meat from Lidgate’s, vast 

“I was absolutely fascinated with their 

Basically a heterosexual man in a gay man’s 

loads of hardback books – he could read 

ease travelling through the world,” she 

body. Which for me was perfect, because it 

two in a day on holiday, and devoured 

says. “Because for me, the world was just  

meant he liked soft furnishings and looking 

1,000 pages of Robert Caro’s Lyndon  

a series of obstacle courses and confusing 

at paintings or going to the theatre, and 

B Johnson biography while she was in 

situations and dead ends.” 

he smelt nice.” She found the contrast 

labour – from Heywood Hill in Mayfair. 

As Gove was sucked deeper into 

between Gove’s intellect and his bumbling 

But while other young Tory grandees were 

politics, Vine spent more time alone. 

physicality – he could not learn to ski, is  

cushioned by family money, the Goves 

One of Michael’s previous girlfriends had 

a diabolical driver – hugely endearing. 

had to work hard to keep up with the 

made him ring-fence “RMT” (relationship 

Moreover Gove, like her, was an 

Camerons and repaying grand hospitality 

management time) in his diary otherwise 

outsider. The adopted son of an Aberdeen 

with expansive gestures left them broke. 

they’d never see each other. The Camerons 

fish processor, he’d risen via public school Meanwhile, Vine was growing close to 

kept up date night, but Gove always had 

and Oxford scholarships. With his soft 

Sam Cam, whom she describes with fan-girl 

some dinner to speak at. Sam Cam filled 

Scottish accent making him socially 

breathlessness. Sam is “the personification 

the void. “I could say anything to Sam. 

unplaceable to English ears, he’d fallen  

of effortless chic”, “incredibly kind” and 

I suppose I relied on her a lot, because  

in with a rich, privileged set including Zac 

“her sheer enthusiasm for life was magical”. 

she was one of very few people who 

Goldsmith, Tom Parker Bowles, Ed Vaizey, 

After the Goves’ daughter was born, 

understood what it felt like to be left alone David and Samantha Cameron, Steve 

with both now new mothers, Vine, 

while your husband was off doing very 

Hilton, Dominic Cummings and George 

who is naturally kind, tried to be useful  

important, global politicky things.” 

Osborne. Now these people became Vine’s 

to the Camerons as they cared for their 

The two women holidayed in Ibiza  

friends too and this once lonely girl was 

profoundly disabled son Ivan. “I think one 

– trips always organised by Sarah – blissful thrown into a life of raucous dinners and 

of the reasons I liked Sam so much – and 

weeks where they cooked and chatted 

fun weekends. Besides, to Vine’s joy, Gove 

still do – is I’ve never seen anyone be so 

around the pool while their kids played. 

stood up to the awful Roger, who was 

brilliant in such a difficult situation.” 

Sam invited the Goves to her mother’s 

nonplussed by his new son-in-law. “It was 

Cameron and Osborne were already 

house on Jura, a vast, exquisite estate, 

the Goves v the World,” she writes, “and  

MPs, and the pressure mounted on Gove 

full of deep sofas and roaring fires, staffed it felt good. For the first time in my life, 

– who had promised Sarah he’d never 

by ghillies and family retainers. “They  

MEDIA I felt like I had someone on my side.” 

stand – to join their mission to modernise 

had their very old nanny, who’d looked 

DMG 

They bought their house in Barlby Road, 

the Tory party. Sarah did not try to stop 

after two or three generations, and 
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drank Special Brew for breakfast,” Vine 

Mail. In February 2016, she wrote about the 

from a Welsh church on eBay so he could 

SARAH_VINE, 4  

recalls. “She was an incredible character, 

tangled threads of friendship, parenthood 

have the library of his dreams. 

and part of the family – but yet not part of (she was godmother to Sam’s younger 

But on moving day, once their bed had 

the family. I was unfamiliar with this idea  

daughter, Florence) and shared history 

been unpacked, Gove retreated upstairs  

of someone who works for you and then 

that tied the Goves and the Camerons. 

to lie on it, leaving all the work to Sarah 

becomes integrated into your life.” 

She pointed out that Gove’s decision to 

and her appalled mother. Nor would he 

REPR

In 2010, when the Tories took power 

support Leave was political not personal, 

unpack his books. Vine had wanted to  

with the Lib Dems, Sam invited Vine as 

and noted how, just as Sam had to support 

flee Notting Hill, their former friends and 

O OP

her plus-one to watch the state opening  

Dave’s view, she must support Michael’s. 

bad memories, but Gove, who admits now 

of parliament, an honour only tainted by  

Shortly after, Vine was persuaded to 

he was depressed, hankered for his old  

a policeman refusing to believe who she 

attend a birthday party she believes now 

life. It was the beginning of the end:  

was. The next five years, Vine says, were 

was a deliberate ambush. Finding herself 

Vine moved to the box room and, but for 

the best times, a political wife’s reward  

alone in a lift with Cameron he cried, “You 

lockdown, they’d have separated earlier. 

SUBS

for all the lonely nights. Weekends at 

have to get your husband off the airwaves. 

Although Gove was in no rush. Vine says 

Chequers with everyone playing in the 

You have to get him under control. For 

he liked having his washing done, meals 

huge pool, the pinch-yourself moments, 

f***’s sake, Sarah, I’m fighting for my 

made, seeing his children: “I was just a 

hanging out with the royal family or 

political life here.” Later, leaving the party, glorified housekeeper in the end.” 

celebrities like Tim Burton and Helena 

she was monstered by Sam, furious she’d 

They divorced in 2022 and Vine finds  

Bonham Carter, but above all the thrill  

written about their friendship in the Mail, 

it easier to argue with him now than when 

of “being in the room where it happened” 

a paper she saw as her mortal enemy. 

they were married. She created a vast 

A

when history was made. 

Vine, although upset and mortified, 

WhatsApp group to promote her book 

RT

Only when Gove – whose unpopularity 

assumed this was a blip in their friendship 

launch party – containing everyone from 

as education secretary started to infect the which would resolve after the vote, which 

Viscount Rothermere to Christopher 

government – was ruthlessly demoted by 

she assumed Remain would win. In fact, 

Biggins – on which she and Michael joke 

Cameron to chief whip did it dawn on the 

affectionately. “I wouldn’t say we were 

Goves, politics always trumped friendship. 

friends as we were before. There’s a 

Maybe they weren’t officer class, merely 

distance there. And I get the impression 

Jeremy Clarkson  

NCOs. Or, like Sam Cam’s old nanny, 

there’s a lot Michael would like to say to 

PRODUCTION

once mistook her for  

a useful retainer. In Diary of an MP’s Wife, me that maybe he’ll say one day.” Along 

Sasha Swire mentions good old reliable 

with their children, she attended his 

a waitress: ‘Can you 

Sarah, always bringing fish pie round  

investiture as a peer and is delighted  

to No 10. Vine was indignant when she 

he has his dream job, having asked his 

get me a glass of red?’

read this but now wonders if she made a 

parents for a Spectator subscription when 

“category error in thinking I was a friend”. 

he was eight. “If he’d stayed in journalism, Since Vine loves to cook, she did bring 

this was the end. Sam never returned her 

I think we’d still be together.” 

CLIENT

Sam dinner while she was studying for  

messages; she was cut off as Florence’s 

In her acknowledgments she thanks 

a pattern-cutting course before setting  

godmother. I suggest she seems more upset 

him for being “the best ex-husband a girl 

up her own fashion label. Vine recalls a 

about this than her divorce. “She was such 

could ever ask for”. Gove has read the 

weekend at the Camerons’ Oxfordshire 

a nice person,” Vine says, struggling for 

book and not asked for any changes, 

home where, taking around a bottle of 

words. “I really… I just really liked Sam.” 

“though I think he found some of it quite 

white wine, Jeremy Clarkson, a guest, 

Her marriage imploded more quietly. 

hard to read, but also quite funny”. But her assumed she was a waitress and said, 

Dealing with her father made Vine a 

father, whom she thanks “for f***ing me  

“Actually, can you get me a glass of red.” 

people-pleaser. Likewise Gove, raised  

up so brilliantly”, hasn’t read it. Having had She thought it funny at the time. 

by disciplined Scottish Presbyterians, 

a heart attack then a stroke, he’s in poor 

Later, Gove was returned to cabinet  

hides behind a carapace of politeness. 

health, with Sarah tending to her parents’ 

as justice secretary, delightedly absorbing 

(I remember how formally he addressed  

affairs. What does she think he’ll say? 

himself in dozens of books on crime and 

his children when small, like they were 

“Maybe, ‘Oh, that was a bit unfair, S.’ But I’ll CAILLE prisons. Vine defends Gove as a pragmatic,  tiny constituents.) Did they have honest just say, ‘You shouldn’t have done it, then.’ ” 

CHANTE non-tribal thinker who championed 

conversations? “No, he just shuts down 

But her last line goes to “Samantha… 

rehabilitation. “Because he was adopted, and when you discuss complicated things. 

for being a good friend while it lasted”. 

USING  having such lovely parents, he’s always felt You just get, ‘Uh-huh.’ He won’t deal  

The whole book feels like a love letter, and TON  there but for the grace of God – he could with things, so you can’t move on.” 

a slightly needy plea for their friendship  

have been in jail or lived a deadbeat life.” 

The trouble, she says, is Gove lives too 

to resume. Vine says when they bump into 

PEMBER

These deeply held beliefs included 

much in his head – “Because he reads so 

each other they are cordial. “I understand 

Euroscepticism. With his father forced  

prodigiously his mind palace is like the 

why she was so angry. I think if I had been 

LUCIE 

out of business by EU directives, Gove 

world’s biggest library” – and although he 

her, I would have probably felt the same. 

KE-UP:  was inevitably drawn to Leave when 

wanted a family, “It was a slightly abstract I get the sense of betrayal.” Is there a way MA Cameron, giddy at his triumph in the 

experience for him, an intellectual 

back? “I’d certainly love to see her, to spend Scottish referendum, proposed the EU 

exercise, although he was good with the 

time with her. But I don’t think it would 

ANOIL.  vote. Vine, having grown up in Italy and children when he was actually there.” 

go back to being what it was. Because 

whose brother married a Spaniard and has 

Theresa May became PM, immediately 

that’s what politics does – it reaches  

MOROCC never lived in Britain, says she could easily   sacking Gove just as they were leaving down like a giant claw and pulls out the 

USING  have voted Remain. “I was so on the cusp. 

Barlby Road for a bigger house. It was  

heart of every relationship you have.” n

Y  But I voted Leave because I was deeply 

not just the children who had outgrown  

GRUND entrenched in the whole psychodrama.” 

it: Gove’s books, like a metaphor for his 

How Not to Be a Political Wife by Sarah 

The cosy trips to Chequers continued 

political career, had taken over every room 

Vine (HarperElement, £20) is published on 

until the Christmas before the vote, but 

and were stacked three-deep in the garage. 

June 19. To order, go to timesbookshop.co.uk DESMOND  relations with the Camerons grew strained, Vine chose their new house for its high 

or call 020 3176 2935. Free P&P on online HAIR:  particularly after Vine moved to the Daily ceilings and had bought huge book shelves 

orders over £25. Discount for Times+ members The Times Magazine  15
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MAGA__1  

At Butterworth’s


Natalie Winters, 24, 

photographed by  

Justin T Gellerson
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The Spectator’s political editor, 

Katy Balls is now in Washington  

for The Times. So how do the two 

worlds compare? She checks out the 

social scene with rising star of the 

right Natalie Winters to find out. 
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MAGA__2  

Winters with Katy Balls, at Butterworth’s, Washington DC

A fan embraces Winters

VERSION

REPR

O OP

SUBS

t’s 5.30pm at the Waldorf Astoria  

of the world. Gone are the days of the 

Washington DC and a Texan  

‘We need to stop foreigners  Reaganites. Instead, there is a new brand couple have just come over to our  

of America First isolationists who see 

table. “You’ve done a fantastic job,” 

closing the borders and ending “for ever 

coming in. There are too 

they tell my guest. “Keep giving  

wars” as their priority. 

A

them hell.” Mike, Kim and their  

A week before our evening, I go to 

RT

many Brits and Chinese’

Ison Cash are in DC for a few days  

watch her speak at a Conservative event 

on a trip and have just spotted  

on Capitol Hill. The room is 90 per cent 

one of their idols: the podcast host  

male. Young men come up to pay her 

Natalie Winters. Kim comes up to 

getting into the admin [administration], 

compliments – for her intellect. Why are 

compliment her on her denim hotpants. 

deals being made – some probably more 

they there? “Natalie talks sense,” says 

She’d thought about wearing something 

nefarious than others… But you could 

Brad. “We need to stop the foreigners 

similarly outré this evening, but had been 

walk in and it was legit admin people. 

coming in,” says another attendee. What 

PRODUCTION

told the dress code was a little more, well, If you came here, you could end up in  

about the Brits, I ask, not disguising my 

conservative in Washington. “Oh, you 

the admin.” 

accent. “There are too many Brits, too 

should have worn it,” Winters replies. 

Winters didn’t – but she did make  

many Chinese, too many Europeans.” 

“That’s why you have to do it even more.” 

some powerful friends along the way. 

We head to our next stop: the Hawk N 

The family have been fans since the 

“This is where I met Matt Gaetz,” she says 

Dove, a bar that has become a haunt for 

start of Covid when Winters, a former 

pointing to a couch. “We hung out and 

Hill staff – and lots of Republicans. “There intern for Steve Bannon’s War Room, was 

became best buds. So many memories 

aren’t many places both Democrats and 

CLIENT

emerging as a voice on the podcast itself. 

here.” Gaetz nearly became Trump’s pick 

Republicans go,” said a left-wing think-

Fast-forward and Winters is now one  

for attorney-general, before having to 

tank member I saw before my night out. 

of Washington’s most familiar faces. She  

withdraw after a series of sex misconduct 

It’s all very different from Westminster, 

is a White House correspondent and 

and drug use allegations threatened to 

where aides from both sides not only go  

reports for War Room: the embodiment  

derail his bid. Are they still friends? “Yes, to the same venues, they also, by about 

of changing tides here in the swamp  

very good friends – and with his wife too.” 

10pm, are drunkenly talking to one 

as the Maga base and new media disrupt  

It was here that she also met Raheem 

another (and sometimes more). 

the old DC establishment. Winters is a 

Kassam, the British former adviser to Nigel 

Here the crowd is government staffers, 

regular sight on television, outside the 

Farage who teamed up with Steve Bannon, 

lawyers and think tankers, gathering for 

White House, and social media, where  

at one of the Maga meet-ups. That led to 

happy hour. “It’s the kind of city where 

she frequently takes the fight to the “Libs”, an internship, which eventually led to a 

everyone drinks cheaply until 7.30, then 

as leftwingers here are now known. 

reporting role at War Room. “When anyone 

you’re back in the suburbs for dinner,” 

Tonight Winters is taking me on a 

covers me they talk as if I’ve just sprung 

says one customer, pointing out another 

Maga night out, to help me understand 

up because of my miniskirts,” she says. 

difference between the UK and US. 

the scene. “You’re basically wing-

“But I did two years of reporting on Chinese As soon as we walk in, Winters is 

womaning me,” she says breezily with a 

influence, origins of Covid, that kind of 

spotted and old acquaintances and new 

big-watt smile as we meet at our first stop 

stuff and the Hunter Biden hard drive.” 

admirers gather. We start speaking to  

at the five-star hotel. Having just moved 

Initially, she had to work remotely 

an all-male group enjoying pints. Prince 

Y here after a decade in Westminster, there 

because it was peak #MeToo and even 

Harry is on their mind – and nuclear 

GELLERSON/ T  MA is a new social scene with new rules for Bannon – the champion of anti-woke 

weapons. “We will get Harry out of this 

TIN 

me to discover. We begin in what is her 

Trumpian politics – wanted to be careful. 

country,” one says to me sincerely. Another 

JUS CHERISS  old stamping ground, back from when it (“Based,” she says, a term of praise for the is considering how everything might be 

was the Trump International Hotel. Bar 

unwoke. “I agree.”) 

easier with atomic weapons. “If there is 

PAGE: 

X/EYEVINE, 

staff come up to greet her. “I guess all the She grew up in Los Angeles. Was she 

anyone you want to nuke, this is your 

THIS  Trump bartenders stayed here,” she says. 

always a Conservative? “Yes, but more 

guy,” a friendly man in his thirties says, 

“This is where I got my start. 

Bannon-esque in my opinions,” she says. 

pointing at his speckled friend. They start 

“It’s where everybody hung out [in 

“I just really cared about immigration and 

talking animatedly about clusterbombs

X/EYEVINE. 

PETERSON/REDU

Trump’s first term],” Winters says over a 

I loved the Pepes [the frog meme seen by 

Winters is on the water. More precisely, 

/REDU tonic (she doesn’t drink, but is still looking some as a hate symbol] and the Keks [an 

bottled water – fluoride must be avoided. 

MARK 

forward to a bar crawl – “very British”). 

Eygptian god variant of Pepe, and an alt-

She doesn’t wear perfume (“It disrupts 

TIMES “I wouldn’t compare it very much to  

right favourite] and the memes. I was an 

your endocrine system”) and avoids seed 

SPREAD:  YORK  the Jackson spoils system [the practice autistic teen boy, basically.” 

oils – “They’re very inflammatory. Also, 

NEW  of political patronage]; it wasn’t just Now DC is filled with young 

to me it’s just disgusting.” She avoids fries. 

OPENING  THE  hanging out and fun stuff. It was people Americans who take a similar view  

“I just don’t like eating carbs like that. 
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VERSION

130 years of adventure

Since 1896, we’ve taken curious travellers beyond the horizon to HX_Hurtigruten_Expeditions  

REPR

discover the most remote regions of our world. Celebrate with us and O OP

enjoy complimentary suite upgrades on all-inclusive expeditions. 

Change the way you see the world. 

SUBS

ART

PRODUCTION

FREE SUITE UPGRADE*

All-Inclusive Expeditions to

CLIENT

Antarctica

Departures: October to March

Become a HX Explorer loyalty member for free and enjoy an additional 5% discount this June†

Call our Expedition Experts now on 0203 553 2072, Scan the

visit travelhx.com or contact your preferred travel agent QR code to 

learn more

ANTARCTICA | AL ASKA | GAL ÁPAGOS | GREENL AND | ICELAND | NORWAY | SVALBARD

Terms and Conditions: *Suites Upgrade Promotion - Applies to new bookings only made from 01 April 2025 – 31 August 2025 (inclusive) and is capacity controlled for selected HX departures from 24 October 2025 – 31 March 2027. Bookings outside of these periods do not qualify. Departures may be removed at any time and availability must exist in following suite categories – ME (MS Roald Amundsen

& MS Fridtjof Nansen) and Q2 (MS Fram). Promotion not applicable to any other suite category (ie. MS on MS Fram and MF, MD, MC, MB and MA on MS Roald Amundsen and MS Fridtjof Nansen). 

Single supplements may apply and applies to all offer occupancies. Offers are subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. †HX Explorer discount valid on new bookings made between 2 June 2025 and 30 June 2025, valid on departures between 30 June 2025 and 31 March 2027, excluding tour code SBGRE2608 on 3 August 2026. Level 1 members entitled to 5% 

discount and Level 2 members entitled to 10% discount during this offer period on HX only. Offer valid on tour components only and not other elements sold separately. HX have the right to limit, change, or discontinue this offer at any time without prior notice. Image: © Martin Hain. 
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Winters outside the bar/restaurant

VERSION

REPR

O OP

With Raheem Kassam, an 

investor in Butterworth’s and a 

former adviser to Nigel Farage

SUBS

I like to eat stuff that gives me glowing 

on a piece about the unreported successes 

skin,” she says. “If it’s not gonna give me 

of the administration – things “the MSM 

‘When I get rolling I can just 

glowing skin, then it’s not worth it.” 

[mainstream media] won’t cover”. 

As the Make America Healthy Again 

But they like to go on MSM. Most  

destroy someone,’ she says 

(Maha) movement sweeps the country, it 

fun programme to appear on? “Probably 

A

brings with it a wave of right-wing, health-

Piers Morgan,” Winters says. “I’m very 

RT

conscious, chemical-sceptic Americans. 

of a Channel 4 interview

bored with doing the pat on the back, 

“Here you don’t second-guess,” a  

echo chamber stuff and I think we 

friend of Winters says. “In London  

deprive ourselves of the ability to make 

if someone is not drinking, you think  

Butterworth’s, a Trumpworld staple. Young 

conservative media more meaningful 

they have an alcohol problem. Here it is 

men smoking cigars are outside. It’s 8pm. 

when we become sycophantic. That’s why 

either that, or they’re Mormon or have 

Winters stops to have a photo taken – and 

I would only work for War Room, because 

other religious reasons, or because they 

that’s when we run into the sheriffs. They 

we try to shape things when we can and 

PRODUCTION

look at health.” 

are in town from Utah. They stop in their 

don’t just fall in line despite the state 

Besides, the young women of DC have 

tracks when they see Winters. What does 

media negs [negative feedback]. I like the 

more on their mind: finding a husband. 

sheriffing involve? “Protecting women and 

debates.” So long as they play fair. She 

“A lot of young girls I know who have 

children, getting shot at, riding horses, 

says a recent Channel 4 interview was cut 

moved back are very adamant on trying to 

protecting the border, deporting illegals,” 

short. “You know, when I get rolling I can 

find their partners,” says one Maga figure 

one says. “I work for Steve Bannon,” says 

just destroy someone. I think I nuked him, 

over a glass. “Maybe it is just an age shift. 

Winters. “I’m one of the good ones.” 

even from what they published.” 

CLIENT

People also say it out loud – ‘I am actively We head into Butterworth’s. The venue 

She also has some red lines. Putin  

looking to get married’ – three people in 

has become the home of the new Maga 

or Zelensky? “The conservative media 

the past 24 hours.” 

right, where young Republicans go to let 

shilling for Russia unnecessarily is sort of 

“There are two modes in DC: baby 

their hair down. In one corner, Kassam  

a symptom of the Covid backlash. Because 

count or body count. The Republicans 

– an investor in the restaurant – is having 

we don’t trust the authority on that, we’re 

tend to be the family ones and young 

a picture taken of his new “Maga”-lined 

going to not take their words on anything. 

Democrats are spreading their seed,” a 

blazer. He introduces me to the tailor, who 

Do I think Putin’s a great guy? No. But 

Maga veteran says. 

is planning to sell them in volume. 

he’s what we have… I don’t support the 

“Because I’m such a great investigative 

Upstairs, there’s a private event for a 

Ukraine minerals deal… for ever wars.” 

reporter,” Winters says, “my girlfriends hit right-wing think tank. A few journalists 

Yet these days the new influencers 

me up to investigate the guys they go on 

try to join the party but appear back down 

in the White House are as much rivals  

dates with. The stuff I found out is insane: within a minute each time. “It’s a strict 

to one another. There is a sense of 

married, people who claimed to own 

door policy tonight,” says one. 

opportunity. A chance for these new 

multiple properties… One said they had 

Byron Donalds, a congressman from 

media figures to rise up and become 

eight rentals, a hunting cabin, 500 acres, 

Florida, comes up to our table. “What’s up, 

figures in their own right. Winters is doing a mill town home and many restaurants, 

Natalie?” he says, fist-bumping her before 

well from it – she has just bought a house 

and it turned out they actually lived in  

heading off. We order a snack – deep-fried 

(“two-up, two-down”). 

a housing estate like Section 8 [for low-

cauliflower – that passes the health test. 

As I step back into the DC night, the 

income households].” 

What is the social scene like in  

crowd inside Butterworth’s still buzzing 

What about herself? “I think most  

Maga term two? ‘‘I think there is more  

with ambition and martinis, I am struck 

men are gay in DC – either out or 

of a diversity of ways that groups enter 

by how far this world is from the one  

closeted depending on whether they’re 

this movement, so you get a broader…  

I left in Westminster. There, politics is a 

Democrats or Republicans,” she says. 

For instance, Maha – it’s more the trad 

profession. Here, it’s a lifestyle brand, a 

“I want to marry someone who allows  

wife, pro-natalist people who are really 

dating pool, a wellness trend – and for 

me to protect feminine energy in a world 

into that. It all mixes. It’s a bigger tent,” 

some, a revolution still in progress. 

that is forcing me to be a girl boss because says Winters. There is also a bunch of tech 

Winters had called it a “bigger tent”, 

they keep sending Steve to prison. Perhaps 

bros in town, but to the disappointment of 

but for a new generation of American 

I have…” She stops there. 

some in the Maga coalition and some of 

right-wing influencers, this is not just 

Whether it is trad wife or something 

the young Republicans looking for 

about reshaping policy; it’s about remaking 

else, the fashion among the young 

husbands, they rarely come out. 

the culture. The traditional power brokers 

politicos is rather different from SW1. 

As for the energy among this group, 

may still dismiss it all with a laugh. But  

YMA The women tend to wear floral dresses 

most are still very high on Trump. I meet 

as Winters reminded me, they laughed  

and the men are often in suits. 

a “new media” journalist back from the 

at Trump too. And in this town, nobody’s 

CHERISS 

We stand up to go to our final stop: 

Mexican border, where she has worked  

laughing now. n

The Times Magazine  21
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MY NEURODIVERGENT FAMILY
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(and why everything you think you know  

about ADHD is wrong)
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PRODUCTION
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Jessie Hewitson’s younger son diagnosed himself with ADHD 

after a school talk. So how has she learnt to deal with a condition that affects both her children – and what happened when she got a diagnosis too, at 48

Jessie Hewitson with her younger 

son, photographed by Tom Jackson
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MY NEURODIVERGENT FAMILY

(and why everything you think you know  

about ADHD is wrong)

Jessie Hewitson’s younger son diagnosed himself with ADHD 

after a school talk. So how has she learnt to deal with a condition that affects both her children – and what happened when she got a diagnosis too, at 48? 
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he doorbell rang four times  

levels of anxiety and shame – I could feel 

caring and dedicated special educational 

in quick succession. It could 

what they were talking about in a visceral 

needs co-ordinator to brainstorm how  

mean only one thing: my five-

way. Their stories were my stories. After  

to encourage him to take a chance on 

year-old was back from school. 

a year of listening to them I picked up the 

coming back and what support he needs. 

He barrelled up the stairs to 

phone and booked myself an assessment. 

A favoured teaching assistant sent cards 

find me, ignoring his dad’s 

REPR

O OP

T all”. Even the manosphere weighed in. 

Andrew Tate argued that too many 

children are diagnosed with ADHD and 

mental health conditions. According to the 

misogynist, ADHD is simply an excuse for 

poor parenting and laziness. We all find 

So last year I received a diagnosis of 

saying hello, his teacher came round to 

reminders to take off his coat, 

school boring, is Tate’s analysis. I’d watch ADHD too. Not that I told anyone about 

ours and watched funny cats on YouTube 

shoes and rucksack. He had 

him on YouTube thinking how his frantic 

it for months. I questioned my diagnosis:  

with him and the whole class made him  

something urgent to tell me. 

energy seemed, well, a bit ADHD-ish. 

maybe the ADHD cynics and doubters 

a birthday card saying how much they 

“Mum,” he said. “I have DHD.” 

were right? Maybe I need to accept that 

missed him. Meanwhile, the head filled  

Momentarily confused, I remembered 

Most of us don’t have a precise idea of 

everyone zones out and burns their tea 

in a 20-page form for the local authority 

there had been a school assembly that 

what ADHD is. I certainly didn’t. I had 

towels regularly, having left them on  

that led to a tutor coming to our house  

morning on neurodiversity. 

assumed, for example, that because my 

a hob they have forgotten to turn off. 

to provide some learning. 

SUBS

“EVERYTHING they said about DHD 

son could sit drawing for 20 minutes at  

But I plucked up the courage and told 

After four months, my son agreed to go 

was ME.” 

a time, engrossed, this ruled him out. 

my mum, my best friends and the people 

in for a single lunchtime for a slice of the After he legged it to the living room  

Halfway through writing the book, it 

with whom I share my office. And it was 

delicious school lasagne. He used to go up 

Hewitson with her sons in 2019

to play Lego: The Incredibles on the 

hit me why it is so poorly understood. It’s 

OK. Now I am telling you and everyone 

to the kitchen staff to tell them how they 

PlayStation, my husband and I laughed 

the name. Those four letters do such a bad 

else who reads this article. Because I can’t made the best lasagne in the world. When 

over the fact that he had listened so 

job of explaining what it is – I would go so minute, that is a form of self-medicating. 

live my life worrying about whether you 

they saw he was back, they came out of 

attentively to the talk about ADHD – 

far as to say it’s borderline misleading – that The panic of knowing they are about to  

believe my ADHDness or not, particularly 

the kitchen to say how pleased they were 

A

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder  

when people meet real ADHDers, it doesn’t 

be shouted at floods their bodies with the 

given that, with all due respect, the 

to see him again. Over time he started 

RT

– that he had overlooked the A. 

always ring true. Because not one of the 

stress hormone needed to knuckle down. 

chances are you know very little about it. 

going in once a week – for lasagne and 

And then we stopped. Because what if 

letters in ADHD is properly accurate. 

The second thing to know is that it  

As for my son, our local CAMHS (child 

playtime. Now, as of two weeks ago, we 

our chatty, maverick son – the boy who 

AD? Nope. People do not have a  

isn’t so much about physical hyperactivity 

and adolescent mental health services) 

have started adding in a lesson. 

had once congratulated a stranger on how 

deficit of attention. Instead, their attention as mental hyperactivity, which is present 

team suggested my husband and I attend 

Meanwhile, I took steps to decrease my 

he dressed his dog – were right? 

is inconsistent. As the comedian and 

for all ADHDers. A ping-ponging brain 

a non-violent resistance course. NVR isn’t 

own anxiety, the better to keep the whole 

Three years later, we received official 

ADHDer Rory Bremner points out, there 

produces a rapid chain reaction of 

about reminding you not to thump your 

household in the Zen zone. My bosses 

confirmation that he was. A friendly Irish 

can be an abundance of attention in the 

thoughts. This can make it hard to listen 

child, but how to deal calmly with 

allowed me to change my role at work to 

PRODUCTION

woman leading the assessment tried, and 

form of hyperfocus, far more than you 

to a slow-talking teacher or that boring 

situations that are escalating. It teaches 

one that is part-time and less stressful. 

failed, to get him to read a book with her. 

would get from someone who isn’t ADHD. 

colleague on Zoom. 

parents that, if you have a child in crisis, I have also become better at talking to 

“I didn’t come out of school only to get 

What about the H? Wrong again. 

Third is executive function – the 

it is better to bend than to push back. 

both my sons about their worries. It turns 

more school,” he said, before being led, 

As many as one in three ADHDers are 

“getting shit done” brain processes that 

We took a weekly seat in a draughty 

out that validating a child’s emotions  

unimpressed, into another room. 

not hyperactive, according to National 

also help us do the right, long-term thing, 

hall in a circle of pretty defeated-looking 

and not jumping in with a solution really 

“And how is school?” her colleague 

Institute for Health and Care Excellence 

which are fuelled by dopamine. Executive 

asked me, when he was out of earshot. 

(Nice) data – often girls. And hyperactivity function allows us to start tasks easily, 

CLIENT

“Not good.” I explained that he was 

decreases with age, because you learn  

stay on task and retain information in the 

My husband does find it a nightmare being 

struggling to focus and to meet the 

to keep a lid on it because it annoys the 

short-term memory pocket of the brain 

behaviour expectations. 

neurotypicals (non-ADHDers). 

(this is often why ADHDers interrupt; 

Two months later, things went from 

And the last D is out too. It is not  

they worry their important thought is 

the only one of us able to stick to rules

“not good” to awful. He experienced 

a disorder but a brain type, a variety  

about to fall out of their brain), prioritise, something the professionals described as 

of which is perfectly normal, as the 

think before we speak and eke out sweets 

“autistic burnout”, but which to us looked 

neurodiversity movement argues, not a 

rather than gobble them in one sitting. 

parents. It felt much like how I imagine  

works. “Just sit in their misery with them,” 

like a full-on nervous breakdown. He hasn’t 

problem to be fixed. Just as there is not 

And the fourth and final thing to  

an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting. I was 

a psychiatrist I interviewed for my book 

spent a full day in school for 14 months. 

one “right” ethnicity or sexuality, there  

know about is something called rejection 

absolutely dreading it, but it turned out to recommended, and I’ve been misery-The most intense bits were both 

is no “right” brain. 

sensitivity dysphoria. This means 

be amazing. We learnt to “strike while the 

marinating with them ever since. 

terrifying and tearfully sad. I would emerge So what is it? Well – cracks knuckles  

ADHDers can have huge reactions to 

iron is cold”, to focus on our emotional 

As I researched and learnt about  

from our house, just for a quick trip to the 

– I suggest you ignore those four letters 

rejection or perceived rejection. Repeated 

reactions and about de-escalation. 

these things, the noise about ADHD grew 

corner shop, realising how much I missed 

and think about these four things instead. 

negative interactions can leave a person 

Here’s an example: I persuaded my son 

louder in the world beyond my laptop  

fresh air. Seeing families going about their The first is that ADHDers have an 

on high alert and overly fearful. 

to visit the cinema. When we got there, he 

and another goal came into focus – to 

normal weekend life gave me a pang of 

irregular supply of dopamine. This is a 

As I researched the book, something 

got cross because I wouldn’t buy him the 

explain the facts, to counter the view that 

envy. They were probably off for a lovely 

neurotransmitter, a chemical messenger  

significant happened in my own life. 

crazily expensive in-house snacks (which 

ADHD is a label being sought by people 

walk in the park, the smug bastards. 

in the brain, that sends signals to different I learnt about inattentive ADHD, a 

in his mind was part of the deal for him 

to explain “normal” life problems. 

I took unpaid leave, which I funded by 

parts of the body and is necessary for focus. 

subtype that applies mainly to girls and 

braving the outside world), then demanded 

The statistics highlight starkly that this 

writing a follow-up to a book I wrote on 

ADHDers are thought to have too many 

women and is characterised by frequent 

to go home. I began to get annoyed – my 

is not the case. We are five times more 

autism. This one is called ADHD: How to 

dopamine transporters, which flush away 

“zoning out”. For the first time I realised 

beautifully crafted plan was going wrong  

likely than neurotypical people to commit 

Raise a Happy ADHD Child. The irony of 

the dopamine before it has done its job. 

this was me. During conversations my 

– and upset. Then I remembered my NVR 

suicide; three times more likely to have a 

the title was not lost on me. 

ADHD drugs such as methylphenidate – 

brain frequently takes me down mental 

techniques, took a breath and said, “OK.” 

drug and alcohol problem; and five to ten 

But mainly I was focused on putting 

better known by the brand name Ritalin  

wormholes and I can’t pay attention  

I didn’t grouse or plead or cry. I asked the times more likely to go to jail. 

my son back together, with help from his 

– work by blocking those transporters. 

to anything else. Then, all of a sudden, 

cinema for a refund, got my elder son to 

It seems obvious to me that the rapid 

amazing local primary school, researching 

Not having enough dopamine can mean 

I realise I haven’t been following anything 

take his brother home and bought some 

increase in diagnoses we’re seeing is 

my book when I could. During this time it 

ADHDers spend a large part of their day 

that’s been said. I always felt ashamed 

snacks that didn’t require a remortgage. 

because ADHD has been underdiagnosed 

was impossible not to notice a change in 

fighting their brains, trying to cajole them about how much I did this and assumed it 

Back home, I offered my tearful, angry 

and we are now playing catch-up. As 

the national conversation, though. It 

into doing what their teacher or boss is 

was because I was lazy or not competent. 

child the treats and told him I was sorry 

teachers are picking up the more obvious 

became open season on ADHDers. 

asking. Concentrating is no problem if a 

But interviewing ADHD women and 

our trip hadn’t worked out. At bathtime 

cases, these kids’ parents then realise they Columnists queued up to state, matter-task is urgent or novel, however, because  

hearing their stories – of depleted “social 

that night, he explained that it wasn’t just also have ADHD and tell their friends 

of-factly, that ADHD is overdiagnosed, 

it triggers the production of cortisol or 

batteries”, difficulties with focus and 

about the sweets. The cinema had been 

who burn their tea towels too. 

SON an opinion echoed by senior politicians. 

serotonin, which also help with focus. So  

friendships at school, problems with  

too overwhelming. We came up with a 

And while medication is not the  

WIL Times journalist Matthew Parris said in 

if an ADHDer wants to do only work that 

time-keeping, the impossibility of staying 

plan for what we should do next time. 

be-all and end-all – I take Elvanse 

TIE KA March that he “didn’t believe in ADHD at interests them, or leaves a task to the last consistent with parenting rules, the high 

As for school, we regularly met with the 

(lisdexamfetamine), a stimulant like Ritalin; 24  The Times Magazine
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all”. Even the manosphere weighed in. 

levels of anxiety and shame – I could feel 

caring and dedicated special educational 

my son doesn’t because it doesn’t make  

Andrew Tate argued that too many 

what they were talking about in a visceral 

needs co-ordinator to brainstorm how  

him feel good – the research shows why  

children are diagnosed with ADHD and 

way. Their stories were my stories. After  

to encourage him to take a chance on 

it at least needs to be considered. Those 

mental health conditions. According to the 

a year of listening to them I picked up the 

coming back and what support he needs. 

terrifying stats about suicide, drug and 

misogynist, ADHD is simply an excuse for 

phone and booked myself an assessment. 

A favoured teaching assistant sent cards 

alcohol problems and prison? The odds 

poor parenting and laziness. We all find 

So last year I received a diagnosis of 

saying hello, his teacher came round to 

lengthen for ADHDers on medication. 

school boring, is Tate’s analysis. I’d watch ADHD too. Not that I told anyone about 

ours and watched funny cats on YouTube 

I regret letting people who don’t know 

him on YouTube thinking how his frantic 

it for months. I questioned my diagnosis:  

with him and the whole class made him  

what they are talking about get into my 

energy seemed, well, a bit ADHD-ish. 

maybe the ADHD cynics and doubters 

a birthday card saying how much they 

head, which delayed me getting my son 

were right? Maybe I need to accept that 

missed him. Meanwhile, the head filled  

identified as well as talking about my own 

Most of us don’t have a precise idea of 

everyone zones out and burns their tea 

in a 20-page form for the local authority 

diagnosis. I fear they are now in even 

what ADHD is. I certainly didn’t. I had 

towels regularly, having left them on  

that led to a tutor coming to our house  

more heads, though, and this comes with 

assumed, for example, that because my 

a hob they have forgotten to turn off. 

to provide some learning. 

consequences for us all. It isn’t just about son could sit drawing for 20 minutes at  

But I plucked up the courage and told 

After four months, my son agreed to go 

stopping children having breakdowns, 

a time, engrossed, this ruled him out. 

my mum, my best friends and the people 

in for a single lunchtime for a slice of the or allowing people like me to learn vital 

Halfway through writing the book, it 

with whom I share my office. And it was 

delicious school lasagne. He used to go up 

information about their brain before the 

Hewitson with her sons in 2019

hit me why it is so poorly understood. It’s 

OK. Now I am telling you and everyone 

to the kitchen staff to tell them how they 

age of 48. It is about seizing a chance to 

the name. Those four letters do such a bad 

else who reads this article. Because I can’t made the best lasagne in the world. When 

keep young people out of prison, or to 

job of explaining what it is – I would go so minute, that is a form of self-medicating. 

live my life worrying about whether you 

they saw he was back, they came out of 

provide them with access to what can be 

far as to say it’s borderline misleading – that The panic of knowing they are about to  

believe my ADHDness or not, particularly 

the kitchen to say how pleased they were 

life-saving medication. 

when people meet real ADHDers, it doesn’t 

be shouted at floods their bodies with the 

given that, with all due respect, the 

to see him again. Over time he started 

The simple truth is ADHD is not as 

always ring true. Because not one of the 

stress hormone needed to knuckle down. 

chances are you know very little about it. 

going in once a week – for lasagne and 

rare as once assumed – and that’s fine. 

letters in ADHD is properly accurate. 

The second thing to know is that it  

As for my son, our local CAMHS (child 

playtime. Now, as of two weeks ago, we 

But it also comes with upsides that are  

AD? Nope. People do not have a  

isn’t so much about physical hyperactivity 

and adolescent mental health services) 

have started adding in a lesson. 

not discussed enough: the mad skills we 

deficit of attention. Instead, their attention as mental hyperactivity, which is present 

team suggested my husband and I attend 

Meanwhile, I took steps to decrease my 

get from the magic of hyperfocus; how 

is inconsistent. As the comedian and 

for all ADHDers. A ping-ponging brain 

a non-violent resistance course. NVR isn’t 

own anxiety, the better to keep the whole 

ADHDers are one-person brainstorming 

ADHDer Rory Bremner points out, there 

produces a rapid chain reaction of 

about reminding you not to thump your 

household in the Zen zone. My bosses 

machines. It is hilarious to us that 

can be an abundance of attention in the 

thoughts. This can make it hard to listen 

child, but how to deal calmly with 

allowed me to change my role at work to 

neurotypicals have to schedule special 

form of hyperfocus, far more than you 

to a slow-talking teacher or that boring 

situations that are escalating. It teaches 

one that is part-time and less stressful. 

meetings to come up with ideas. 

would get from someone who isn’t ADHD. 

colleague on Zoom. 

parents that, if you have a child in crisis, I have also become better at talking to 

I am learning to work with my brain, 

What about the H? Wrong again. 

Third is executive function – the 

it is better to bend than to push back. 

both my sons about their worries. It turns 

rather than against it. My elder son  

As many as one in three ADHDers are 

“getting shit done” brain processes that 

We took a weekly seat in a draughty 

out that validating a child’s emotions  

is ADHD and autistic too, which leaves 

not hyperactive, according to National 

also help us do the right, long-term thing, 

hall in a circle of pretty defeated-looking 

and not jumping in with a solution really 

my husband on his own in a sea of 

Institute for Health and Care Excellence 

which are fuelled by dopamine. Executive 

neurodivergence. He says he is mostly 

(Nice) data – often girls. And hyperactivity function allows us to start tasks easily, 

happy to see the ADHDers in charge  

decreases with age, because you learn  

stay on task and retain information in the 

My husband does find it a nightmare being 

of the little world of our home, since so 

to keep a lid on it because it annoys the 

short-term memory pocket of the brain 

much else is ranged against them in the 

neurotypicals (non-ADHDers). 

(this is often why ADHDers interrupt; 

big world outside. But he does find it a 

And the last D is out too. It is not  

they worry their important thought is 

the only one of us able to stick to rules

nightmare being the only one among us 

a disorder but a brain type, a variety  

about to fall out of their brain), prioritise, able to stick to rules – getting to school  

of which is perfectly normal, as the 

think before we speak and eke out sweets 

on time, getting the kids to go to bed at  

neurodiversity movement argues, not a 

rather than gobble them in one sitting. 

parents. It felt much like how I imagine  

works. “Just sit in their misery with them,” 

a reasonable time. 

problem to be fixed. Just as there is not 

And the fourth and final thing to  

an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting. I was 

a psychiatrist I interviewed for my book 

As for my younger son, who is about  

one “right” ethnicity or sexuality, there  

know about is something called rejection 

absolutely dreading it, but it turned out to recommended, and I’ve been misery-to turn ten, in the past two weeks he has 

is no “right” brain. 

sensitivity dysphoria. This means 

be amazing. We learnt to “strike while the 

marinating with them ever since. 

started back at school for a single lesson 

So what is it? Well – cracks knuckles  

ADHDers can have huge reactions to 

iron is cold”, to focus on our emotional 

As I researched and learnt about  

most days. He is less anxious, less filled 

– I suggest you ignore those four letters 

rejection or perceived rejection. Repeated 

reactions and about de-escalation. 

these things, the noise about ADHD grew 

with self-hatred. 

and think about these four things instead. 

negative interactions can leave a person 

Here’s an example: I persuaded my son 

louder in the world beyond my laptop  

Last weekend we even made it out on  

The first is that ADHDers have an 

on high alert and overly fearful. 

to visit the cinema. When we got there, he 

and another goal came into focus – to 

a walk. We went to a café, where my son 

irregular supply of dopamine. This is a 

As I researched the book, something 

got cross because I wouldn’t buy him the 

explain the facts, to counter the view that 

asked if we might be charged less than 

neurotransmitter, a chemical messenger  

significant happened in my own life. 

crazily expensive in-house snacks (which 

ADHD is a label being sought by people 

£5.75 for a plate of hummus, carrots and 

in the brain, that sends signals to different I learnt about inattentive ADHD, a 

in his mind was part of the deal for him 

to explain “normal” life problems. 

cucumber, “Because really, it doesn’t cost 

parts of the body and is necessary for focus. 

subtype that applies mainly to girls and 

braving the outside world), then demanded 

The statistics highlight starkly that this 

that much, does it?” The cashier looked a 

ADHDers are thought to have too many 

women and is characterised by frequent 

to go home. I began to get annoyed – my 

is not the case. We are five times more 

bit shocked, then burst out laughing. 

dopamine transporters, which flush away 

“zoning out”. For the first time I realised 

beautifully crafted plan was going wrong  

likely than neurotypical people to commit 

After 14 months, we have our son  

the dopamine before it has done its job. 

this was me. During conversations my 

– and upset. Then I remembered my NVR 

suicide; three times more likely to have a 

back. We are breathing fresh air now, as a 

ADHD drugs such as methylphenidate – 

brain frequently takes me down mental 

techniques, took a breath and said, “OK.” 

drug and alcohol problem; and five to ten 

family who all better understand “DHD” 

better known by the brand name Ritalin  

wormholes and I can’t pay attention  

I didn’t grouse or plead or cry. I asked the times more likely to go to jail. 

and how our brains work. We’re the smug 

– work by blocking those transporters. 

to anything else. Then, all of a sudden, 

cinema for a refund, got my elder son to 

It seems obvious to me that the rapid 

bastards going for walks now. n

Not having enough dopamine can mean 

I realise I haven’t been following anything 

take his brother home and bought some 

increase in diagnoses we’re seeing is 

ADHDers spend a large part of their day 

that’s been said. I always felt ashamed 

snacks that didn’t require a remortgage. 

because ADHD has been underdiagnosed 

Jessie Hewitson is a director at 

fighting their brains, trying to cajole them about how much I did this and assumed it 

Back home, I offered my tearful, angry 

and we are now playing catch-up. As 

NeuroUniverse, a company that provides 

into doing what their teacher or boss is 

was because I was lazy or not competent. 

child the treats and told him I was sorry 

teachers are picking up the more obvious 

training for companies on neurodiversity 

asking. Concentrating is no problem if a 

But interviewing ADHD women and 

our trip hadn’t worked out. At bathtime 

cases, these kids’ parents then realise they (neurouniverse.co.uk). Her book, ADHD: 

task is urgent or novel, however, because  

hearing their stories – of depleted “social 

that night, he explained that it wasn’t just also have ADHD and tell their friends 

How to Raise a Happy ADHD Child 

it triggers the production of cortisol or 

batteries”, difficulties with focus and 

about the sweets. The cinema had been 

who burn their tea towels too. 

(Orion, £18.99), is published on June 12. To serotonin, which also help with focus. So  

friendships at school, problems with  

too overwhelming. We came up with a 

And while medication is not the  

order a copy go to timesbookshop.co.uk. 

if an ADHDer wants to do only work that 

time-keeping, the impossibility of staying 

plan for what we should do next time. 

be-all and end-all – I take Elvanse 

Free UK standard P&P on orders over £25. 

interests them, or leaves a task to the last consistent with parenting rules, the high 

As for school, we regularly met with the 

(lisdexamfetamine), a stimulant like Ritalin; Discount available for Times+ members
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A mean tennis player. 

Fixes his own car and computer. 

A fan of AI. 

MEET THE ‘LATINO GRINGO’

His name was barely mentioned in the lead-up to the papal conclave last month. Now, as Pope Leo XIV, the world’s 1.4 billion Catholics are asking, who is the real Robert Prevost? Tom Kington talks to his friends and Vatican insiders to find out Story continues on page 34

Riding near Incahuasi in the 

Andes during his eight years 

as the Bishop of Chiclayo, Peru


BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

[image: Image 298]

Pope Leo XIV greets the 

media in the Paul VI audience 
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hall, Vatican City, on May 12 

A mean tennis player. 

Fixes his own car and computer. 

MEET THE ‘LATINO GRINGO’

His name was barely mentioned in the lead-up to the papal conclave last month. Now, as Pope Leo XIV, the world’s 1.4 billion Catholics are asking, who is the real Robert Prevost? Tom Kington talks to his friends and Vatican insiders to find out Story continues on page 34
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WHAT WE SPANIARDS EAT AT HOME
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ike every country, Spain has its hero 


1. ROAST PUMPKIN AND CHICKPEAS 

•  Flaky sea salt and freshly ground  


2. FRIED POTATOES WITH JAMÓN 

•  Flaky sea salt

products that form the backbone  


WITH LEMON AND OREGANO

black pepper


IBÉRICO, PRAWNS AND CRISPY EGGS 

•  300g large raw shell-on prawns

of its cuisine, from the rice that  

•  6 sprigs of oregano, leaves stripped

•  4 medium free-range eggs

Lgoes into paella to the chorizo that  Serves 4-6 • Takes 1 hour

•  400g chickpeas, drained and rinsed Serves 4 • Takes 1 hour

•  120g jamón ibérico

decidedly does not (Jamie Oliver 

•  2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil

•  Freshly ground black pepper

caused a national outcry when he added it 

This warm salad brings together the 

•  Lemon wedges, to serve

Huevos fritos rotos is the Spanish name 

to one of his recipes). How do you reduce 

earthy sweetness of roasted pumpkin  

for this dish (broken fried eggs). At its 

1. Heat the oil in a deep sauté pan until 

the list to just a dozen, though? That was 

with the hearty goodness of chickpeas. 

1. Preheat the oven to 180C fan/gas 6. 

heart are fried eggs and jamón ibérico. 

shimmering and around 140C. Add the 

the challenge for the chef JosŽ Pizarro, 

Flavoured with garlic, lemon, oregano  

2. Cut the pumpkin into wedges and scoop 

At Pizarro, we elevate this dish by adding 

potatoes and fry for 5 minutes until 

who grew up in Extremadura but has 

and a subtle hint of chilli, it’s both 

out and discard the seeds. Arrange the 

king prawns sautéed in garlic and  

translucent but not coloured. Scoop out 

spent 25 years turning us on to the joys of 

comforting and full of flavour. Serve  

wedges in a large roasting tin and toss 

chilli for an incredible depth of flavour. 

with a slotted spoon onto kitchen roll. 

Spanish cooking. Choosing his favourites 

it as a main course or as a side dish. 

with a little of the olive oil. Scatter in the For this recipe, we’ve kept it simple with 

2. Increase the heat of the oil to 180C, 

for his latest book, The Spanish Pantry, 

Finish with a drizzle of olive oil and  

garlic, chilli flakes and lemon zest and 

just jamón ibérico and juicy prawns. 

add the potatoes and fry for 3-4 minutes 

was, he says, like choosing a favourite 

a squeeze of fresh lemon. 

season well with salt and pepper. 

A cold beer or cider is all that’s needed 

until golden and crispy all over. Remove 

child. There had to be jamón, of course, 

3. Roast for 30 minutes, then turn  

with this classic. 

with a slotted spoon, drain on kitchen roll 

“which represents the pinnacle of Spanish 

•  1 pumpkin (about 1.6kg)

the pieces and add the oregano and  

and season with salt. 

craftsmanship”, and the humble potato, 

•  3 tbsp olive oil

chickpeas and a drizzle more olive oil. 

•  700ml olive oil, plus 3 tbsp extra 3. Plunge the prawns into boiling water 

without which there would be no patatas 

•  1 garlic bulb, cloves separated

Roast for a further 20 minutes. Drizzle 

for frying the eggs

until just pink, then drain immediately. 

bravas. But what else would make the cut? 

•  Good pinch of chilli flakes

with extra virgin olive oil and serve  

•  700g floury potatoes, peeled and  

4. Finally, heat 3 tbsp oil in a frying pan 

Here is a little taster. Tony Turnbull

•  Finely grated zest of 1 lemon

with lemon wedges. 

cut into thin chips

and crack in the eggs and allow them to 
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1. ROAST PUMPKIN AND CHICKPEAS 

•  Flaky sea salt and freshly ground  


2. FRIED POTATOES WITH JAMÓN 

•  Flaky sea salt

bubble, spooning the hot oil over the top, 


WITH LEMON AND OREGANO

black pepper


IBÉRICO, PRAWNS AND CRISPY EGGS 

•  300g large raw shell-on prawns

cooking for barely a minute until the 

•  6 sprigs of oregano, leaves stripped

•  4 medium free-range eggs

whites are starting to crisp but the yolks 

Serves 4-6 • Takes 1 hour

•  400g chickpeas, drained and rinsed Serves 4 • Takes 1 hour

•  120g jamón ibérico

are still runny. Scoop out with a slotted 

•  2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil

•  Freshly ground black pepper

spoon and drain on kitchen roll. 

This warm salad brings together the 

•  Lemon wedges, to serve

Huevos fritos rotos is the Spanish name 

5. Serve the crispy patatas scattered with 

earthy sweetness of roasted pumpkin  

for this dish (broken fried eggs). At its 

1. Heat the oil in a deep sauté pan until 

the jamón and the juicy prawns, with an 

with the hearty goodness of chickpeas. 

1. Preheat the oven to 180C fan/gas 6. 

heart are fried eggs and jamón ibérico. 

shimmering and around 140C. Add the 

egg on top and a scattering of sea salt and 

Flavoured with garlic, lemon, oregano  

2. Cut the pumpkin into wedges and scoop 

At Pizarro, we elevate this dish by adding 

potatoes and fry for 5 minutes until 

freshly ground black pepper. 

and a subtle hint of chilli, it’s both 

out and discard the seeds. Arrange the 

king prawns sautéed in garlic and  

translucent but not coloured. Scoop out 

comforting and full of flavour. Serve  

wedges in a large roasting tin and toss 

chilli for an incredible depth of flavour. 

with a slotted spoon onto kitchen roll. 


3. ROAST POTATOES WITH MANCHEGO 

it as a main course or as a side dish. 

with a little of the olive oil. Scatter in the For this recipe, we’ve kept it simple with 

2. Increase the heat of the oil to 180C, 


AND PEPPER CRUST 

Finish with a drizzle of olive oil and  

garlic, chilli flakes and lemon zest and 

just jamón ibérico and juicy prawns. 

add the potatoes and fry for 3-4 minutes 

a squeeze of fresh lemon. 

season well with salt and pepper. 

A cold beer or cider is all that’s needed 

until golden and crispy all over. Remove 

Serves 4 • Takes 1 hour

3. Roast for 30 minutes, then turn  

with this classic. 

with a slotted spoon, drain on kitchen roll 

•  1 pumpkin (about 1.6kg)

the pieces and add the oregano and  

and season with salt. 

Who doesn’t love perfect roast potatoes? 

•  3 tbsp olive oil

chickpeas and a drizzle more olive oil. 

•  700ml olive oil, plus 3 tbsp extra 3. Plunge the prawns into boiling water 

What makes ours exceptional is the 

•  1 garlic bulb, cloves separated

Roast for a further 20 minutes. Drizzle 

for frying the eggs

until just pink, then drain immediately. 

decadent, nutty flavour of manchego 

•  Good pinch of chilli flakes

with extra virgin olive oil and serve  

•  700g floury potatoes, peeled and  

4. Finally, heat 3 tbsp oil in a frying pan 

cheese. This is complemented by a touch 

•  Finely grated zest of 1 lemon

with lemon wedges. 

cut into thin chips

and crack in the eggs and allow them to 

of smoky warmth from the pimentón de 
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la Vera (sweet paprika), while the lemon 

beans on toast infuses the dish with rich 

an impressive starter. This recipe also 

PRODUCTION

zest and a drizzle of honey add bursts of 

Mediterranean flavours. Featuring gigante 

highlights the robust character of 

sweetness. This is ideal for a Sunday roast 

beans, pimentón, herbs and sherry vinegar, 

anchovies, especially when their rich  

or as a remarkable side at any meal. 

this tasty supper is ready in just 20 minutes. 

oil is included in the caramelisation of  

the onions. Enjoy a slice of Spain. 

•  3 tbsp olive oil

•  4 tbsp olive oil

•  800g potatoes, peeled and cut into 

•  2 garlic cloves, sliced

•  3 tbsp olive oil

small chunks 

•  1 tsp smoked pimentón

•  3 medium onions, finely sliced

CLIENT

•  Flaky sea salt

•  2 tbsp tomato puree

•  3 garlic cloves, finely sliced

•  2 garlic cloves, grated

•  5 sprigs of oregano

•  5 sprigs of oregano, leaves stripped

•  Finely grated zest of 1 lemon

•  1 sprig of rosemary

•  Pinch of chilli flakes

•  1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil

•  2 tbsp sherry vinegar

•  Flaky sea salt and freshly ground  

•  75g manchego

•  1 x 700g jar gigante beans, drained black pepper

•  Pinch of pimentón de la Vera

•  Flaky sea salt and freshly ground  

•  375g sheet of puff pastry

•  ½ tsp freshly ground black pepper

black pepper

•  2 x 29g tins anchovies in olive oil, 

•  1 tbsp honey, for drizzling

•  2 slices of bread

drained

•  Extra virgin olive oil, for drizzling

•  Green salad, to serve

1. Preheat the oven to 180C fan/gas 6 and 

heat the olive oil in a roasting tin. 

1. Heat the olive oil in a frying pan over  

1. Heat the oil in a pan and gently fry  

2. Put the potatoes in a frying pan of cold 

a medium heat and gently fry the garlic 

the onions, garlic, oregano and chilli flakes salted water and bring to the boil, then 

for a couple of minutes, then add the 

for 25-30 minutes until soft and golden. 

simmer for 3-4 minutes. Drain and put the 

pimentón, tomato puree, 4 sprigs of 

Season well with salt and pepper. Set aside 

pan over a low heat so the potatoes dry 

oregano, the rosemary and vinegar and 

and allow to cool. 

and fluff up. 

bubble for a minute before adding the 

2. Preheat the oven to 180C fan/gas 6. 

3. Tumble the potatoes into the hot oil, 

beans and plenty of salt and pepper. Cook 

3. Unroll the pastry, place on a baking 

then roast for 45 minutes, turning once, 

for 3-4 minutes until the beans are hot. 

sheet and score a line around the inside 

until golden and crispy. 

2. Toast the bread and drizzle with extra 

about 1.5cm from the edge. Spread the 

4. In a small bowl, mix the garlic, lemon 

virgin olive oil, then spoon the beans onto 

sticky onions all over the middle, then 

zest and extra virgin olive oil. Toss into 

the toast. Drizzle with more extra virgin 

arrange the anchovies over the top. Bake 

the roasted potatoes, then scatter all over 

olive oil, garnish with oregano leaves and 

for 20-25 minutes until golden and crisp. 

with the manchego, pimentón and black 

plenty of pepper and serve. 

Serve with a green salad. n

pepper. Return to the oven for a further  

10 minutes until the cheese is golden. 

5. SALTED ANCHOVY AND ONION TART

Extracted from The 

5. Scoop into a bowl, season with salt and 

Spanish Pantry by  

drizzle with the honey to serve. 

Serves 6 • Takes 1 hour

José Pizarro (Hardie 

Grant, £28), published  

4. WARM GIGANTE BEANS ON TOAST 

This tart encapsulates the most 

on June 19. Order from 

harmonious blend of garlic and onions, 

timesbookshop.co.uk or 

Serves 2 • Takes 20 minutes

both of which are essentials in Spanish 

call 020 3176 2935. Free 

cuisine. I’ve used a dash of chilli flakes to P&P on orders over 

Sometimes, the simplest meals bring the 

inject a kick into the dish. It is a perfect 

£25. Special discount 

most comfort. This elevated version of 

snack for social gatherings or makes  

for Times+ members
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Pope Leo XIV Continued from page 27 

Father Ian Wilson, who studied with Prevost in Rome in the With the late Pope Francis

VERSION

Eighties, at the tennis court where the new Pope still plays ulling a windcheater over  

his black priest’s attire, 

Father Ian Wilson walks  

me up the steep path  

behind the General Curia 

headquarters of the Order of 

REPR

O OP

P Italian three-time grand slam champion 

presented him with a tennis racket and 

asked, “Shall we play?” 

“Here, we’ll break something,” the Pope 

deadpanned. “Best not.” 

His sense of humour aside, Wilson 

Saint Augustine to a secret 

says, “We knew he had the ability to do 

haven at the foot of the 

the job. I was quietly confident because  

Janiculum Hill that feels a 

he was never seen as a frontrunner. At  

world away from the packed 

the Grand National, the favourites don’t 

crowds close by in St Peter’s Square. 

always come home. Sometimes there 

A spectacular view of St Peter’s basilica 

would be a picture in the press of six 

appears as Wilson leads me to the spot 

papabili [potential candidates for the 

SUBS

where Robert Prevost, the newly installed 

papacy]. Occasionally he was there, 

Pope Leo XIV and the Catholic church’s 

sometimes he wasn’t, and I thought, I’m 

first Augustinian pontiff, once fought  

happy with that. We were quietly hoping.” 

his opponents. Their choice of weapons? 

And when that faith was rewarded? 

Tennis rackets. 

“I fell on my knees with tears of joy  

This was several decades ago, when 

in my eyes.” 

Meeting Italy’s world No 1 tennis player, Jannik Sinner, May 14

Wilson, a Scot, and Prevost, a young 

It is now clear the bookies dismissed 

A

American, were students here in Rome 

Prevost as an outsider because no 

RT

and the court upon which Prevost shuttled 

American had previously been elected 

back and forth was just packed earth. 

Pope, but failed to notice he had also  

Now it’s been upgraded to asphalt. And  

been a Peruvian citizen for a decade. 

on Sunday, May 4, while his peers huddled 

South America’s cardinals reportedly 

Middle brother John has stayed 

at the Vatican before the conclave and  

rallied behind him at the conclave, seeing 

close to Robert, reporting they do the 

the world debated who would be the new 

off a bid to elect the Vatican’s secretary of online word game Wordle together 

Pope, Cardinal Prevost wasn’t serving  

state, the Italian Pietro Parolin. 

and revealing his brother told him he 

PRODUCTION

a higher purpose – he was serving and 

“He is the least American of all the 

watched the film Conclave on the eve 

volleying against his Peruvian secretary, 

American cardinals,” the theologian José 

of the real conclave. 

Father Edgard Iván Rimaycuna Inga. 

Luis Pérez Guadalupe tells me. A former 

His eldest brother, Louis, was in 

How did the match go? Given that, 

Peruvian interior minister, he has known 

bed in his home in Florida when he 

at 69, Prevost is virtually twice the age  

Prevost for years. “In Rome they call Leo 

heard the news. “It’s a good thing  

of his adversary, you might think divine 

the ‘Latino gringo’.” 

I was, because I probably would have 

intervention would have been necessary 

That label apart, his politics have  

fallen over,” he said at the time, 

Prevost and his bro

CLIENT

thers Louis, left, and John

for him to overcome his opponent. “I don’t 

been hard to pin down, meaning Catholic 

adding, “My mind was blown out of 

know who won,” one member of his order 

this world. It was crazy. So excited.” 

confided to me, then added, “but you 

An outspoken fan of President Trump, 

speeches with quotes by Augustine since 

always need to let the boss win.” 

Louis got into hot water after the conclave 

his election. 

As a child, he set up an ironing board 

Perhaps, though, Prevost had no need 

when reporters found he had reposted a 

Having graduated in mathematics  

of grace or favour. In an interview with 

video calling Democratic congresswoman 

at Villanova University, an Augustinian 

the website of his Augustinian order a few 

Nancy Pelosi a “drunk c***”. Predictably, 

college near Philadelphia, Leo joined the 

as an altar to say pretend Mass

years ago he said, “I consider myself quite 

he got a White House invite from Trump 

Augustinian order and headed for Rome 

the amateur tennis player,” and according to who said, “I want to shake his hand. 

in 1981 to become a priest and study 

the Italian sports paper La Gazzetta dello 

conservatives who loathed Francis and 

women to become deacons – a proposal 

I want to give him a big hug.” 

canon law. Arriving in the Italian capital, 

Sport, those who know him say that he has 

progressives who fêted him have all found 

that came up at one synod meeting. 

That puts Louis on the other side of 

he lodged at the order’s student residence 

an excellent backhand and is a “formidable 

something to like in Leo. 

“The genius of this election is that  

the US political divide from Pope Leo, who 

next to the General Curia headquarters, 

competitor”, a trait that has probably been 

Speaking to diplomats on May 16, the 

Leo offers something of what everyone 

criticised the migrant policies launched by 

an imposing complex filled with large, 

NEWS as useful off the court as on it. 

new Pope defended the dignity of migrants, 

seemed to hope for in the next Pope,” says 

Trump and his vice-president, JD Vance, 

peaceful, airy rooms connected by  

C 

/  AB

Other than his sporting tenacity, what 

earning a tick from liberals, while Francis 

Austen Ivereigh, a biographer of Francis 

back when he was Cardinal Prevost. 

sliding glass doors and dotted with the 

AFP

else can his old colleague reveal about  

fans also appreciated his talk at the 

and one of the few pundits to predict Leo 

Which may have made for an awkward 

dull, solid, utilitarian furniture typical  

MEDIA,  the inscrutable missionary priest from inauguration of how capitalism “exploits 

would be elected. 

moment when Vance met the Pope  

of religious orders. 

AN 

DIOCESE/

Chicago who beat the favourites to  

the earth’s resources and marginalises the 

Prevost is the first native English-

on May 19 at the Vatican, a day after 

At the front door, a plaque features  

YO  , VATIC be elected Pope in just four rounds of poorest”. Conservatives are meanwhile 

speaking Pope since Adrian, a 12th-century 

attending the inauguration, although 

the Augustinians’ emblem – a flaming 

AP votes, one round fewer than it took his 

delighted that a man trained in canon law 

pontiff from Hertfordshire, but his 

discussions about the Vatican hosting 

heart with an arrow through it, recalling 

CHICLA

predecessor, Pope Francis? 

is at the helm of the church after accusing 

background also reflects America’s melting 

Ukraine peace talks will have offered a 

St Augustine’s famous statement to God: 

GES,  MEDIA/

Wilson, who has a gentle sense  

Francis of making up doctrine as he went 

pot, from the well-to-do New Orleans 

useful distraction. Vance presented the 

“You’ve pierced my heart with the arrow 

IMA AN 

Y 

of humour himself, says that the new  

along, and they loved hearing Leo tell 

Creole ancestors on his mother’s side to 

Pope with copies of The City of God  

of your love.” 

VATIC

GETT

Pope likes a joke. That was apparent on 

diplomats the family is “founded upon the 

his father’s Sicilian roots. Raised in a small and On Christian Doctrine, two works  

Born in what is now Algeria in AD354, 

OL/ TON,  the Monday after his election when a stable union between a man and a woman”. 

brick house in a working-class suburb south 

by St Augustine, which Vance claims 

Augustine initially turned his back on 

PO KING journalist raised the possibility of setting Traditional Catholics also cheered when 

of Chicago, Prevost heard his mother’s 

converted him to Catholicism in 2019. 

Christianity despite the prayers of his 

AN  TOM  up the Pope and the tennis legend Andre he emerged on the balcony at St Peter’s 

top-notch singing voice as a child and kept 

Vance has said The City of God, which 

mother, St Monica, before converting and 

VATIC

Agassi in a charity match. “As long as you 

after his election wearing the classic red 

up the family tradition with an impressive 

describes the debauchery of the crumbling 

becoming a prolific author of works that 

GA,  SPREAD:  don’t bring Sinner,” the Pope fired back, papal mozzetta cape used by their hero 

burst of sung Latin at his inauguration. 

Roman empire, is the “best criticism of 

have since shaped Christian thinking, 

ME

referring to the world’s top-ranked player. 

Pope Benedict, but shunned by Francis. 

When he was a child, his friends joked 

our modern age I’d ever read. A society 

including Confessions, deemed the first 

THIS 

Sensitive enough to realise that this 

They may hate his decision to push on 

he would grow up to be Pope when he  

orientated entirely towards consumption 

autobiography. Groups of Italian hermits 

SPREAD:  GES.  might be misconstrued as a slight, the with Francis’s synods involving laity and 

set up an ironing board as an altar to say 

and pleasure, spurning duty and virtue.” 

living by his principles formed the order 

IMAY  Pope later invited Jannik Sinner and his women to make the church more collegial, 

pretend Mass while his two older brothers 

It was a clever way to score points  

in the 13th century and today there are 

PREVIOUS  GETT family to the Vatican, whereupon the but applaud his opposition to allowing 

were outside playing cops and robbers. 

with Leo, who has been sprinkling his 

about 2,800 Augustinians in 47 countries. 

34  The Times Magazine


BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

[image: Image 315]

[image: Image 316]

[image: Image 317]

Father Ian Wilson, who studied with Prevost in Rome in the With the late Pope Francis

Eighties, at the tennis court where the new Pope still plays Italian three-time grand slam champion 

And after being elected Pope, the man 


POPE_NEW__2  

presented him with a tennis racket and 

who is now the most famous Augustinian 

asked, “Shall we play?” 

joined about 20 fellow members of the 

“Here, we’ll break something,” the Pope 

order for a lunch of penne carbonara 

deadpanned. “Best not.” 

followed by a meat dish, chips and  

His sense of humour aside, Wilson 

salad. He was in a relaxed mood. “He  

says, “We knew he had the ability to do 

told us, ‘I will always be an Augustinian,’ ” 

the job. I was quietly confident because  

Wilson says. 

he was never seen as a frontrunner. At  

Before being given a tour of the 

the Grand National, the favourites don’t 

General Curia by Wilson, I am ushered 

always come home. Sometimes there 

into a reception room to talk to Father 

would be a picture in the press of six 

Alejandro Moral Antón, the tall, softly 

papabili [potential candidates for the 

spoken Spaniard who heads the order. 

papacy]. Occasionally he was there, 

The same age as Leo, he studied with him 

sometimes he wasn’t, and I thought, I’m 

in Rome and recalls the polite American 

happy with that. We were quietly hoping.” 

who played tennis in the garden. “He  

And when that faith was rewarded? 

was very cordial. I remember him saying, 

“I fell on my knees with tears of joy  

‘Good morning, Alejandro. How are you?’ ” 

According to Wilson, there is a 

Meeting Italy’s world No 1 tennis player, Jannik Sinner, May 14

It is now clear the bookies dismissed 

community spirit that defined the order 

Prevost as an outsider because no 

back then and still does today. “At the 

American had previously been elected 

heart of our life as Augustinians is 

Pope, but failed to notice he had also  

community. We come together for 

been a Peruvian citizen for a decade. 

prayer, for worship, for Mass, meals, 

South America’s cardinals reportedly 

Middle brother John has stayed 

to socialise in the evenings – maybe 

rallied behind him at the conclave, seeing 

close to Robert, reporting they do the 

just to relax or watch a film on the 

off a bid to elect the Vatican’s secretary of online word game Wordle together 

TV or the news. That’s at the heart of 

state, the Italian Pietro Parolin. 

and revealing his brother told him he 

our life. Augustine tells us to be of one 

“He is the least American of all the 

watched the film Conclave on the eve 

heart, one mind, on the way to God.” 

American cardinals,” the theologian José 

of the real conclave. 

Hailing from Hopeman, a small 

Luis Pérez Guadalupe tells me. A former 

His eldest brother, Louis, was in 

fishing village near Elgin, Wilson, 71, 

Peruvian interior minister, he has known 

bed in his home in Florida when he 

now works at the Rome General Curia 

Prevost for years. “In Rome they call Leo 

heard the news. “It’s a good thing  

as an assistant general to the prior, 

the ‘Latino gringo’.” 

I was, because I probably would have 

overseeing the order’s presence in 

That label apart, his politics have  

fallen over,” he said at the time, 

Prevost and his br

northern Europe. 

others Louis, left, and John

been hard to pin down, meaning Catholic 

adding, “My mind was blown out of 

As he shows me around the neatly  

this world. It was crazy. So excited.” 

kept halls, Wilson says Leo was not  

An outspoken fan of President Trump, 

speeches with quotes by Augustine since 

the only Augustinian who watched 

Louis got into hot water after the conclave 

his election. 

Conclave, recalling how he went with a 

As a child, he set up an ironing board 

when reporters found he had reposted a 

Having graduated in mathematics  

dozen members of the order to see it in 

video calling Democratic congresswoman 

at Villanova University, an Augustinian 

Rome without their dog collars on. “We 

Nancy Pelosi a “drunk c***”. Predictably, 

college near Philadelphia, Leo joined the 

saw it after a pint in an Irish pub near  

as an altar to say pretend Mass

he got a White House invite from Trump 

Augustinian order and headed for Rome 

the cinema. It was great, and to those who 

who said, “I want to shake his hand. 

in 1981 to become a priest and study 

don’t like it, I remind them it was a film, 

conservatives who loathed Francis and 

women to become deacons – a proposal 

I want to give him a big hug.” 

canon law. Arriving in the Italian capital, 

not a documentary,” he says with a smile. 

progressives who fêted him have all found 

that came up at one synod meeting. 

That puts Louis on the other side of 

he lodged at the order’s student residence 

When I ask what sets the Augustinians 

something to like in Leo. 

“The genius of this election is that  

the US political divide from Pope Leo, who 

next to the General Curia headquarters, 

apart from other religious orders, he states Speaking to diplomats on May 16, the 

Leo offers something of what everyone 

criticised the migrant policies launched by 

an imposing complex filled with large, 

that while Franciscans focus on poverty 

new Pope defended the dignity of migrants, 

seemed to hope for in the next Pope,” says 

Trump and his vice-president, JD Vance, 

peaceful, airy rooms connected by  

and Dominicans specialise in preaching, 

earning a tick from liberals, while Francis 

Austen Ivereigh, a biographer of Francis 

back when he was Cardinal Prevost. 

sliding glass doors and dotted with the 

Augustinians are all about recreating the 

fans also appreciated his talk at the 

and one of the few pundits to predict Leo 

Which may have made for an awkward 

dull, solid, utilitarian furniture typical  

early Christian communities “that feel a 

inauguration of how capitalism “exploits 

would be elected. 

moment when Vance met the Pope  

of religious orders. 

sense of oneness”. 

the earth’s resources and marginalises the 

Prevost is the first native English-

on May 19 at the Vatican, a day after 

At the front door, a plaque features  

Prevost made the same point in a 2023 

poorest”. Conservatives are meanwhile 

speaking Pope since Adrian, a 12th-century 

attending the inauguration, although 

the Augustinians’ emblem – a flaming 

interview. “Having a rich community built 

delighted that a man trained in canon law 

pontiff from Hertfordshire, but his 

discussions about the Vatican hosting 

heart with an arrow through it, recalling 

on the ability to share with others what 

is at the helm of the church after accusing 

background also reflects America’s melting 

Ukraine peace talks will have offered a 

St Augustine’s famous statement to God: 

happens to us, to be open to others, has 

Francis of making up doctrine as he went 

pot, from the well-to-do New Orleans 

useful distraction. Vance presented the 

“You’ve pierced my heart with the arrow 

been one of the greatest gifts I have been 

along, and they loved hearing Leo tell 

Creole ancestors on his mother’s side to 

Pope with copies of The City of God  

of your love.” 

given in this life. The gift of friendship 

diplomats the family is “founded upon the 

his father’s Sicilian roots. Raised in a small and On Christian Doctrine, two works  

Born in what is now Algeria in AD354, 

brings us back to Jesus himself. To have 

stable union between a man and a woman”. 

brick house in a working-class suburb south 

by St Augustine, which Vance claims 

Augustine initially turned his back on 

the ability to develop authentic friendships Traditional Catholics also cheered when 

of Chicago, Prevost heard his mother’s 

converted him to Catholicism in 2019. 

Christianity despite the prayers of his 

in life is beautiful.” 

he emerged on the balcony at St Peter’s 

top-notch singing voice as a child and kept 

Vance has said The City of God, which 

mother, St Monica, before converting and 

The future Pope put that lesson to  

after his election wearing the classic red 

up the family tradition with an impressive 

describes the debauchery of the crumbling 

becoming a prolific author of works that 

use when he joined the Augustinians’ 

papal mozzetta cape used by their hero 

burst of sung Latin at his inauguration. 

Roman empire, is the “best criticism of 

have since shaped Christian thinking, 

mission in Peru in 1985. His first stop was 

Pope Benedict, but shunned by Francis. 

When he was a child, his friends joked 

our modern age I’d ever read. A society 

including Confessions, deemed the first 

Chulucanas, where he and other priests 

They may hate his decision to push on 

he would grow up to be Pope when he  

orientated entirely towards consumption 

autobiography. Groups of Italian hermits 

stayed loyal to locals by refusing to flee 

with Francis’s synods involving laity and 

set up an ironing board as an altar to say 

and pleasure, spurning duty and virtue.” 

living by his principles formed the order 

after a bomb attack on their church during 

women to make the church more collegial, 

pretend Mass while his two older brothers 

It was a clever way to score points  

in the 13th century and today there are 

clashes between the government and the 

but applaud his opposition to allowing 

were outside playing cops and robbers. 

with Leo, who has been sprinkling his 

about 2,800 Augustinians in 47 countries. 

Maoist guerilla group Shining Path. 
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VERSION

Following a stint in the US, he was 

– but the story is not over. After his 

back in Peru from 1988 to 1998, running 

election, Leo was himself accused of 

the Augustinians’ seminary in Trujillo, 

covering up a case of abuse by priests in 

teaching canon law and organising aid  

Peru. Ugaz denies that a cover-up took 

for refugees from Venezuela. 

place, claiming the SCV is behind the 

“He had a strong empathy with young 

accusations in a bid to smear the man 

REPR

people. Sometimes he would sit and sing 

who took them down. 

with us – there were people who didn’t 

After his election, when the Pope  

O OP

think he was a priest,” recalls one local, 

met journalists, Ugaz was in line to give 

Juan Carlos Castro. “He was a man who 

him Peruvian chocolates he loves and a 

could tell you things clearly and charitably. 

traditional Peruvian scarf. 

He could correct you in such a way that 

“He told me to continue our work,” she 

you often realised the things you had 

says. She claims that in all her meetings 

SUBS

done, but at the same time you felt this 

with Prevost, she never saw him lose his 

appreciation and love.” Carlos Castro says 

cool. “When he’s faced with injustice, the 

With Volodymyr Zelensky, May 18

the future Pope was also a dab hand as a 

most you will see is a furrowed brow.” 

mechanic. “He was always checking cars 

Arriving at the Vatican in 2023, Prevost 

and sometimes he would fix them, and 

is slight. As he spoke, he switched between 

faced a new challenge: keeping order at 

Receiving the Fisherman’s Ring, the papal 

would fix a computer from time to time.” 

Italian and English. He’s not someone who 

long meetings of 30 or so delegates at  

signet ring, at his inauguration Mass, May 18 

A local who was entering the priesthood 

is ‘American’ in a classical sense.” 

the dicastery. 

A

at the time recalls Prevost arriving at  

Prevost showed his appetite for fighting 

“Everyone had a chance to comment 

RT

his house in 1996 to drive him to the 

In 2014, Francis dispatched Prevost 

that the new papacy would conform to the 

injustice back in Peru in 2017. Following 

on candidates for bishops,” says the 

seminary, helping him load his belongings 

back to Peru and appointed him Bishop of 

blueprint created by Pope Francis. “The 

the pardon of the former Peruvian 

Archbishop of Westminster, Vincent 

into the car. “He calmed my mother and 

Chiclayo, a city of about 1 million people a message is clear: he wants to walk with 

president Alberto Fujimori, he urged the 

Nichols, a member of the dicastery. “He 

father. He was always very fraternal, very 

few hours north of Trujillo. 

the poor; he wants to walk with those 

notorious strongman to apologise to the 

was very good at giving time to speakers, 

close and also understood my parents’ 

This time, Prevost was taking over an 

sidelined,” he said, while positioned beside victims of his tumultuous reign, which was 

even those who go on a bit. But he didn’t 

emotions and feelings,” Cesar Eduardo 

area run for years by Spanish bishops from 

a framed photograph of Prevost clasping 

marred by numerous human rights abuses. 

dress things up or stroke the egos of people. 

Piscoya Chafloque says. 

Opus Dei, the traditional, tight-knit order. 

the hand of his predecessor. “Pope Leo 

“He said it very calmly,” Pérez 

In conversation he gets to the point, does 

PRODUCTION

In endless profiles written about  

Bishop Prevost soon rang the changes, 

will give continuity to everything that 

Guadalupe recalls. “He has always had  

not repeat himself, doesn’t linger.” 

the Pope since his election, his years in 

alleviating poverty by launching job 

Pope Francis has been doing.” 

his independence and has known to say 

When Prevost was asked at the 

Peru are considered crucial to forging his 

training schemes instead of just preaching 

Which is why Prevost took the name 

whatever he had to say.” 

conclave if he accepted the top job and 

character, but between 2001 and 2013 he 

and polishing the silverware. 

Leo. He has said he wants to push on with 

That became clear when he went up 

which name he had chosen, Nichols was 

returned to Rome, elected twice as prior 

“Prevost was different – an Augustinian 

the work of Leo XIII, the 19th-century 

against the Sodalitium Christianae Vitae 

sitting close by in the Sistine Chapel. “He 

general of the Augustinians, based at the 

missionary gringo with a simple mindset,” 

Italian Pope who founded the social 

(SCV), which has been described as a cult-

replied as calmly and clearly as you like,” 

General Curia, learning Vatican politics 

Pérez Guadalupe says. “While [the  

doctrine of the Catholic church, fighting 

CLIENT

and showing he was not just a nice guy. 

Opus Dei bishops] wore cufflinks and 

for decent wages for factory workers  

“He is strong inside. When he decides, 

cassocks, he wore black boots and rode  

and the right to form unions in his 1891 

‘In conversation he gets to the point, 

he decides,” says Father Moral Antón, 

on horseback, so logically things changed.” 

encyclical Rerum Novarum. 

who worked under him at the time. 

Instead of fighting the old guard, 

In speeches since his election, the 

The Spanish priest adds that when the 

Prevost won them over. “There was no 

priest who once helped to fix computers 

does not repeat himself, doesn’t linger’

voting for a provincial leader was “not 

clash with the Opus Dei clergy, but rather 

has become a pontiff who plans to update 

transparent”, Prevost would step in and 

an adaptation to the new times. He gained 

the campaign mounted by “the Pope  

name the leader himself. 

not only the trust of the people, but also 

of the workers” by taking on the new 

like Peruvian religious order. Prevost 

he says. “This is a Pope with great stability In 2013, the Argentinian cardinal Jorge 

the trust of the other bishops. They saw 

challenges to “human dignity, justice and 

backed two journalists, Pedro Salinas and 

of character and clarity of mind.” 

Bergoglio was elected Pope, sparking a 

him as serene, very cautious and very 

labour” arising from artificial intelligence. 

Paola Ugaz, who were being hounded in 

The raw emotion of the occasion did get 

turbulent 12 years in Vatican history as 

prudent,” Pérez Guadalupe says. 

That was music to the ears of Paolo 

the courts by the order after they exposed 

to the unflappable Pope at his inauguration, Bergoglio – who named himself Pope 

That may change now he is Pope and 

Benanti, a Franciscan friar and technology 

its alleged sexual abuse of recruits and 

however, when he was handed the two 

Francis – focused on caring for the poor 

must decide what to do with the Peruvian 

expert who advised Pope Francis and  

lucrative business running cemeteries. 

symbols of his papacy. He fought back 

and dodging strict doctrine. He also 

Opus Dei cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani 

the Italian government on AI. Benanti 

Ugaz was in Rome for the inauguration and 

tears as he donned the woollen papal  

refused to move into the papal apartment 

Thorne, 81, who showed up at pre-conclave 

discussed the subject last year with Prevost, met me in the packed press room at the 

stole and the fisherman’s ring in front of 

overlooking St Peter’s Square, preferring 

meetings in Rome in his cardinal’s garb 

who asked him to give a speech about new 

Vatican. “Prevost raised awareness of our 

200,000 onlookers in St Peter’s Square. 

the more democratic charms of the 

despite being under sanction for allegedly 

technology to bishops at the Vatican. 

persecution outside Peru with the help of 

After slipping on the ring – which recalls 

Vatican’s residence for visiting priests. 

abusing a minor, allegations he denies. 

“He wants to use the social doctrine  

Pope Francis, and asked to meet the victims 

St Peter’s profession – Leo lifted his hand 

Francis’s arrival signalled an 

In Chiclayo, which Prevost said was 

of the church to make this technology 

and provided them with psychologists, 

to gaze at it, as if to check it was real. 

unexpected swerve in Prevost’s career, 

“only a few letters different to Chicago”, he work in favour of the human condition,” 

medication and money,” she told me. 

And when he met visitors from 

which the latter did not see coming. 

helped feed the homeless after freak floods 

Benanti says. 

Prevost could easily have forgotten 

Chiclayo at the Vatican, Leo confessed he 

Prevost told his fellow Augustinians in 

destroyed 48,000 homes in northern Peru 

Nigel Vaz, CEO of tech company 

about Ugaz when Francis summoned him 

was still having trouble seeing himself as 

2013, “Well, thank God, that means I’ll 

in 2023. “He was the first to change his 

Publicis Sapient, was invited to the Vatican to Rome in 2023 to take over the Vatican’s 

Pope. “After Pope Francis died, that very 

GES never be made a bishop,” explaining he 

shoes for rubber boots – we all got wet, 

last month to speak about AI with other 

dicastery, which picks bishops, and made 

beautiful church mechanism of a long 

IMA had not seen eye to eye with Francis and but so did he,” recalls Sister Margarita 

business leaders. The next day, the Pope 

him a cardinal. But Ugaz says that he 

tradition of congregations first, and then 

Y  expected his prospects to wane. “Let’s just Flores, a nun who worked in Chiclayo. 

addressed the group. “It was powerful to 

stayed on top of the SCV case as the order 

the conclave, began and I can honestly tell 

GETT say that not all our meetings resulted in 

“We would say that he resembled a small-

hear him say he picked the name Leo XIV 

continued to harass her in the courts with 

you, it never crossed my mind that what 

mutual agreement,” he said. 

town priest,” she adds, describing Prevost’s because Leo XIII was dealing with the 

MEDIA/

accusations of money laundering. “In 

happened would have happened,” he said, 

AN 

He was proved wrong, however, as 

spartan office where he would offer her  

Industrial Revolution and addressing the 

October 2024, we met Robert in Rome 

adding, “I think that our God of surprises 

Francis apparently rated him highly  

a glass of water and a simple biscuit. 

biggest social issues of his time. The Pope 

because they continued to persecute us. 

sprang a really big one this time.” 

VATIC – despite or perhaps because of their 

At a press conference in Chiclayo on 

said that, today, the church has another 

He said, ‘Don’t worry, we’ll do something.’ 

GES,  disagreements – and steadily pushed him the day the pontiff was elected, the city’s 

revolution happening, driven by AI.” 

He knew they were capable of anything.” 

Standing on the baseline of the General 

IMAY  up the career ladder, suggesting he was bishop, Edinson Edgardo Farfán Córdova, 

“His manner, demeanour and style is 

Prevost delivered. In January this year, 

Curia tennis court, you can see the papal 

GETT grooming him as a successor. 

reassured an excitable scrum of reporters 

almost European,” Vaz adds. “His accent  

Francis ordered the dissolution of SCV  

apartment in which Francis chose not  
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– but the story is not over. After his 

to live. Before him, Romans would take 


POPE_NEW__3  

election, Leo was himself accused of 

comfort when its bedroom light was on, 

covering up a case of abuse by priests in 

knowing the pontiff was in residence. 

Peru. Ugaz denies that a cover-up took 

Wilson tells me that before the conclave 

place, claiming the SCV is behind the 

he said to Prevost, “If you get the job, 

accusations in a bid to smear the man 

I would love you to go back and live in the 

who took them down. 

papal apartment. I told him, ‘I don’t want 

After his election, when the Pope  

you to live lavishly, because that is not 

met journalists, Ugaz was in line to give 

your style, but I miss the lights being on  

him Peruvian chocolates he loves and a 

in that building.’ He plays his cards close 

traditional Peruvian scarf. 

to his chest – he didn’t say no or yes.” 

“He told me to continue our work,” she 

Last week, Pope Leo was still living in 

says. She claims that in all her meetings 

his Vatican flat, yet to announce if he will with Prevost, she never saw him lose his 

move into the large papal apartment. 

cool. “When he’s faced with injustice, the 

In 2016, the Italian film director and 

With Volodymyr Zelensky, May 18

most you will see is a furrowed brow.” 

screenwriter Paolo Sorrentino created a 

Arriving at the Vatican in 2023, Prevost 

fantastic television series called The Young is slight. As he spoke, he switched between 

faced a new challenge: keeping order at 

Pope, which envisaged what might happen 

Receiving the Fisherman’s Ring, the papal 

Italian and English. He’s not someone who 

long meetings of 30 or so delegates at  

were a radical young American to become 

signet ring, at his inauguration Mass, May 18 

is ‘American’ in a classical sense.” 

the dicastery. 

the head of the Catholic church. 

Prevost showed his appetite for fighting 

“Everyone had a chance to comment 

Like the new Pope’s, Pius XIII’s (Jude 

In 2014, Francis dispatched Prevost 

that the new papacy would conform to the 

injustice back in Peru in 2017. Following 

on candidates for bishops,” says the 

Law) health regime includes working using 

back to Peru and appointed him Bishop of 

blueprint created by Pope Francis. “The 

the pardon of the former Peruvian 

Archbishop of Westminster, Vincent 

a pulley-based weight machine – according 

Chiclayo, a city of about 1 million people a message is clear: he wants to walk with 

president Alberto Fujimori, he urged the 

Nichols, a member of the dicastery. “He 

to Leo XIV’s gym instructor, the pontiff 

few hours north of Trujillo. 

the poor; he wants to walk with those 

notorious strongman to apologise to the 

was very good at giving time to speakers, 

likes to do four sets of ten pulls with 25kg This time, Prevost was taking over an 

sidelined,” he said, while positioned beside victims of his tumultuous reign, which was 

even those who go on a bit. But he didn’t 

loaded on each arm. Pius also plays tennis. 

area run for years by Spanish bishops from 

a framed photograph of Prevost clasping 

marred by numerous human rights abuses. 

dress things up or stroke the egos of people. 

We know this because at one point he tries 

Opus Dei, the traditional, tight-knit order. 

the hand of his predecessor. “Pope Leo 

“He said it very calmly,” Pérez 

In conversation he gets to the point, does 

to come to terms with his responsibilities 

Bishop Prevost soon rang the changes, 

will give continuity to everything that 

Guadalupe recalls. “He has always had  

not repeat himself, doesn’t linger.” 

and personal grief by thwacking a tennis 

alleviating poverty by launching job 

Pope Francis has been doing.” 

his independence and has known to say 

When Prevost was asked at the 

ball against his papal residency, clad  

training schemes instead of just preaching 

Which is why Prevost took the name 

whatever he had to say.” 

conclave if he accepted the top job and 

in an ornately embroidered cassock and 

and polishing the silverware. 

Leo. He has said he wants to push on with 

That became clear when he went up 

which name he had chosen, Nichols was 

pellegrina. The real Pope prefers less 

“Prevost was different – an Augustinian 

the work of Leo XIII, the 19th-century 

against the Sodalitium Christianae Vitae 

sitting close by in the Sistine Chapel. “He 

cumbersome attire and last took to the 

missionary gringo with a simple mindset,” 

Italian Pope who founded the social 

(SCV), which has been described as a cult-

replied as calmly and clearly as you like,” 

court in blue shorts and a T-shirt. 

Pérez Guadalupe says. “While [the  

doctrine of the Catholic church, fighting 

Two years ago, he said that since 

Opus Dei bishops] wore cufflinks and 

for decent wages for factory workers  

leaving Peru he’d had few occasions to 

cassocks, he wore black boots and rode  

and the right to form unions in his 1891 

play his favourite sport but was “looking 

‘In conversation he gets to the point, 

on horseback, so logically things changed.” 

encyclical Rerum Novarum. 

forward to getting back on the court”, 

Instead of fighting the old guard, 

In speeches since his election, the 

then added with a laugh, “Not that this 

Prevost won them over. “There was no 

priest who once helped to fix computers 

new job has left me much free time for  

does not repeat himself, doesn’t linger’

clash with the Opus Dei clergy, but rather 

has become a pontiff who plans to update 

it so far.” 

an adaptation to the new times. He gained 

the campaign mounted by “the Pope  

Of course, as the leader of the world’s 

not only the trust of the people, but also 

of the workers” by taking on the new 

like Peruvian religious order. Prevost 

he says. “This is a Pope with great stability 1.4 billion Catholics, Pope Leo XIV is  

the trust of the other bishops. They saw 

challenges to “human dignity, justice and 

backed two journalists, Pedro Salinas and 

of character and clarity of mind.” 

now busier than ever, but maybe that’s  

him as serene, very cautious and very 

labour” arising from artificial intelligence. 

Paola Ugaz, who were being hounded in 

The raw emotion of the occasion did get 

all the more reason for him to schedule  

prudent,” Pérez Guadalupe says. 

That was music to the ears of Paolo 

the courts by the order after they exposed 

to the unflappable Pope at his inauguration, a little downtime on the tennis court. 

That may change now he is Pope and 

Benanti, a Franciscan friar and technology 

its alleged sexual abuse of recruits and 

however, when he was handed the two 

It might seem an unusual pastime for  

must decide what to do with the Peruvian 

expert who advised Pope Francis and  

lucrative business running cemeteries. 

symbols of his papacy. He fought back 

a pontiff, but the roots of tennis are 

Opus Dei cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani 

the Italian government on AI. Benanti 

Ugaz was in Rome for the inauguration and 

tears as he donned the woollen papal  

entwined in religion. 

Thorne, 81, who showed up at pre-conclave 

discussed the subject last year with Prevost, met me in the packed press room at the 

stole and the fisherman’s ring in front of 

As early as the 12th century, monks 

meetings in Rome in his cardinal’s garb 

who asked him to give a speech about new 

Vatican. “Prevost raised awareness of our 

200,000 onlookers in St Peter’s Square. 

played a ball game in monasteries of 

despite being under sanction for allegedly 

technology to bishops at the Vatican. 

persecution outside Peru with the help of 

After slipping on the ring – which recalls 

northern France that began with the 

abusing a minor, allegations he denies. 

“He wants to use the social doctrine  

Pope Francis, and asked to meet the victims 

St Peter’s profession – Leo lifted his hand 

server issuing a warning to the receiver: 

In Chiclayo, which Prevost said was 

of the church to make this technology 

and provided them with psychologists, 

to gaze at it, as if to check it was real. 

“Tenez!” (“Take heed.”) 

“only a few letters different to Chicago”, he work in favour of the human condition,” 

medication and money,” she told me. 

And when he met visitors from 

Leo doesn’t even have to go to the 

helped feed the homeless after freak floods 

Benanti says. 

Prevost could easily have forgotten 

Chiclayo at the Vatican, Leo confessed he 

General Curia to play – in the north 

destroyed 48,000 homes in northern Peru 

Nigel Vaz, CEO of tech company 

about Ugaz when Francis summoned him 

was still having trouble seeing himself as 

corner of the Vatican, there’s another 

in 2023. “He was the first to change his 

Publicis Sapient, was invited to the Vatican to Rome in 2023 to take over the Vatican’s 

Pope. “After Pope Francis died, that very 

tennis court tucked away between the 

shoes for rubber boots – we all got wet, 

last month to speak about AI with other 

dicastery, which picks bishops, and made 

beautiful church mechanism of a long 

museum and the city wall. 

but so did he,” recalls Sister Margarita 

business leaders. The next day, the Pope 

him a cardinal. But Ugaz says that he 

tradition of congregations first, and then 

Apparently in the late Seventies  

Flores, a nun who worked in Chiclayo. 

addressed the group. “It was powerful to 

stayed on top of the SCV case as the order 

the conclave, began and I can honestly tell 

the sport was popular among the Swiss 

“We would say that he resembled a small-

hear him say he picked the name Leo XIV 

continued to harass her in the courts with 

you, it never crossed my mind that what 

Guard, the pontiff’s security unit, before 

town priest,” she adds, describing Prevost’s because Leo XIII was dealing with the 

accusations of money laundering. “In 

happened would have happened,” he said, 

enthusiasm for the game waned. Not  

spartan office where he would offer her  

Industrial Revolution and addressing the 

October 2024, we met Robert in Rome 

adding, “I think that our God of surprises 

that the Pope need worry about finding  

a glass of water and a simple biscuit. 

biggest social issues of his time. The Pope 

because they continued to persecute us. 

sprang a really big one this time.” 

a hitting partner. He serves God, but  

At a press conference in Chiclayo on 

said that, today, the church has another 

He said, ‘Don’t worry, we’ll do something.’ 

he knows a Sinner who would willingly 

the day the pontiff was elected, the city’s 

revolution happening, driven by AI.” 

He knew they were capable of anything.” 

Standing on the baseline of the General 

serve to him. n

bishop, Edinson Edgardo Farfán Córdova, 

“His manner, demeanour and style is 

Prevost delivered. In January this year, 

Curia tennis court, you can see the papal 

reassured an excitable scrum of reporters 

almost European,” Vaz adds. “His accent  

Francis ordered the dissolution of SCV  

apartment in which Francis chose not  

Additional reporting: Iñigo Alexander
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Christa D’Souza wore her first bikini at 13. And so began five decades of sun worship, as well as breast implants and a subsequent breast reduction, cancer treatment and the birth of her children. Can she still get away with wearing a two-piece on the beach – or should she go for something more (whisper it) age appropriate? 
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Can I wear a bikini at 65? 
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Christa D’Souza wore her first bikini at 13. And so began five decades of sun worship, as well as breast implants and a subsequent breast reduction, cancer treatment and the birth of her children. Can she still get away with wearing a two-piece on the beach – or should she go for something more (whisper it) age appropriate? 

Christa D’Souza 

photographed by 

Robert Wilson
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VERSION

hat age is the right age to 

On holiday in Turks and Caicos, 2004

Morocco, 2024

stop wearing a bikini? The 

answer to that is never. 

Or so I always held until 

earlier this year, the year  

I turn, gulp, 65. It is an 

REPR

O OP

W

mid-Nineties because of the industry’s 

fears about skin cancer) brings it all 

rushing back. 

If you are of my generation you will 

understand why I feel a bit overdressed in 

a one-piece. The overriding goal, the one 

obscenity when I see that 

that trumped every other back then, was 

written on the page, but 

to be not just browner than anybody else, 

yes, if I was born in 1960, 

but browner in places that other people 

then that is what I am. 

missed. Whether a bathing suit is more 

Perhaps this is the watershed year I finally flattering than a bikini is immaterial to the bid farewell to the habit of a lifetime and 

vintage tanorexic – the more surface area 

switch to a more age-appropriate one-

exposed to the sun, the better. 

SUBS

piece. Apparently, maillots are all the  

For me that Seventies silhouette beats 

rage now and Eres (my favourite though 

any other: low-cut briefs, triangle top. 

prohibitively expensive bathing suit brand) 

That I didn’t have the body to wear it  

has some incredible styles. On the other 

(like the models in Honey magazine) 

hand, will I really be able to handle a 

didn’t matter, or couldn’t have done when 

white tummy? All summer long? 

I think of what I looked like in a bikini 

Friends my age will argue with me, 

back then. Those were the days when my 

A

and it sounds counterintuitive, but a bikini sister and I spent most of our summers in 

RT

is much more flattering than a one-piece. 

the pool of the Singapore InterContinental 

Well, it is if, like me, you are a basic apple (my dad had business in the Far East; my 

shape as opposed to a pear (meaning  

you go straight down rather than in at  

the waist and have no butt to speak of). 

It didn’t matter if  

I like the idea of inspiring 

There is something about the way you  

can hoik the top of yourself up and 

PRODUCTION

elongate a slightly squat torso with the 

you got second-degree burns. 

women my age, or I hope at 

right bottoms. 

Meanwhile, a tummy that is brown 

Indeed, that was the point

least they admire my daring

always looks slightly nimbler than a 

tummy that is not. Yes, there is always 

fake tan, but it’s messy and is never quite 

mum used the time to take off to Borneo 

in a bikini. I should say that I had bosoms 

the same as the real thing, not least 

where she lived in a tree house and wrote 

back then – big fake ones – which worked 

CLIENT

because of the giveaway smell (although 

about orangutans). I must have assumed 

at first, but after a few years they kept 

it’s come a long way since the Nineties, 

in that weirdly confident way you do 

encapsulating (scar tissue formed around 

when I last used one). Besides, with your 

when you are a tweenager – a reverse 

the implants, which can distort them and 

tummy on show, won’t you automatically 

body dysmorphia – that I could pull off 

cause pain), so I kept having to get them 

hold it in? I find a bikini is like an 

anything. It was only when I hit my late 

replaced. Then, as the menopause started 

imaginary corset or waist trainer. 

teens and went to college in the US, 

rearing its head in my mid-fifties, my waist Scrolling back over my bikini history  

spending spring break in places such as 

thickened, turning me from someone who 

I am trying to remember my first. Ah yes, 

Fort Lauderdale (where wet bikini contests 

had an objectively decent rack into just 

it was back in the early Seventies when  

were the norm), that I realised I couldn’t. 

plain top heavy. The effect in a bikini was 

ANOIL. 

I had just turned 13. Whether it was  

The Eighties, meanwhile, were a 

a queasy balance of vulgar and matronly, 

from Etam or Dotty P or Miss Selfridge, 

horrible decade for swimwear – all those 

not what I had paid for, so it was a relief 

MOROCC AY.COM. 

who knows, but it had blue and white 

ridiculously high-cut briefs and wired tops 

(after three goes with progressively 

TD

stripes and an ill-fitting halterneck top. 

in shiny, Body by Gilda Lycra. Just about 

smaller sizes each time) finally to be rid  

USING Y  AYTHA COM I remember insisting on wearing it OK if you were Cindy Crawford or Janice 

of them in the summer of 2015. 

AW NA. underneath my clothes when my mother 

Dickinson, but on the rest of us too 

Now, here we are in 2025. Both my 

GRUND

dragged my sister and me to a village fair, 

unforgiving for words. 

body and my hair have lost weight. Muscle 

BIKINI, 

CK 

determined to find a situation to show it 

My golden era, in terms of bikinis, was 

Mykonos, 2016

Maldives, 2016

tone, despite regular yoga and Pilates and 

PARAMIDON

BLA

off. Spotting a competition that involved 

probably the early to mid-Noughties, after 

15 minutes on Peloton at the weekend, has 

DESMOND 

being drenched by a bucket of freezing 

DRESS, 

I’d had both children but before my body 

as long as I don’t bug him while he’s got 

diminished. I am slim but I have bona fide 

HAIR:  SPREAD:  water I volunteered. I still cringe at the started inexorably descending, as my 

his headphones on and is trying to read.) 

bat wings and that cleavage I once had is 

OWN.  thought of all those farmers digging each friend Bella once put it, down to Middle-That little shop with palm trees in  

replaced by a pair of modest cherry pips 

ROGERS. 

TA’S  other in the ribs at the sight. 

earth. In those days, when we rented the 

the window was where my some of my 

(great in clothes, trickier without). 

. OPENING 

But that is when my love affair began  

same house every summer in Mykonos, 

best-loved bikinis came from. If I had  

Trust me if you are not there yet, there 

, CHRIS

HANNAH  ROAD

– in the early to mid-Seventies, the pre-

my husband and I had this little routine. 

to pick my absolute favourite it would 

is a steep downward curve between the 

BIKINI ozone hole era of the ridiculously deep Before our two-week trip I would make 

probably be the beige one with white 

ages of 59 and 64. Imperceptible at first, 

JONES  CK  tan, when we were all frying ourselves in him take me to a swimwear boutique 

polka dots and white zigzag trimming. 

but more pronounced every day. Whether 

STYLING: 

CHE

ZA. 

tanning oil. As a teenager it didn’t matter 

called Heidi Klein (

USING 

the brand of the 

The bottoms were boy cut and hit just 

you are fat or thin or in between, the skin 

COM.  if you got second-degree burns. Indeed, Noughties) in Notting Hill, west London, 

right above the hip bone. The top was 

under your arms and below your belly 

D’SOU TON 

that was the point – to make the top layer 

and have him sit there while I tried on 

minimal but not too “saucy”. I miss that 

button (not to mention the insides of  

TA 

of skin bubble and peel off as quickly as 

various styles. (The deal was that he was 

bikini so much, although, if I’m honest, 

your thighs) starts to sag. No amount of 

PEMBER

CHRIS

possible so you could get down to the real 

allowed to bring the paper with him. 

I’m probably missing the body that was  

Brazilian tightening creams or weights will 

OF Y  LUCIE  business of being the colour of a burnt It never mattered to him one iota what  

in it rather than the bikini itself. 

reverse this process, whatever those fit-at-

TES

, HOLLANDCOOPER. sausage. The mere memory of Bergasol I picked. It matters even less now. I can go My forties and maybe even my early 

any-age Instagram feeds tell you. Those  

MAKE-UP:  JACKET (the formula had to be changed in the nude or wear a burquini for all he cares, 

fifties were probably when I looked best 

Mykonos, 2024

COUR

of you out there on Mounjaro, even if you 
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mid-Nineties because of the industry’s 

are microdosing it, will notice this more 

On holiday in Turks and Caicos, 2004

Morocco, 2024

Mykonos, 2010

fears about skin cancer) brings it all 

and will notice it earlier. Oh, and another 

uninvited “guest” to the party, along  

If you are of my generation you will 

with the crepiness, the accumulation  

understand why I feel a bit overdressed in 

of sun damage and so on: the little but 

a one-piece. The overriding goal, the one 

prominent bump a few inches above  

that trumped every other back then, was 

my navel, which I noticed last summer. 


CHRISTA_D_SOUZA_BIKINI__2  

to be not just browner than anybody else, 

According to a friend who has one, 

but browner in places that other people 

it’s a hernia (probably the result of the 

missed. Whether a bathing suit is more 

hysterectomy I had after being diagnosed 

flattering than a bikini is immaterial to the with stage 2 endometrial cancer in 2021). 

vintage tanorexic – the more surface area 

There is still a choice if you are rich 

exposed to the sun, the better. 

enough. An American friend of mine  

For me that Seventies silhouette beats 

has just paid a surgeon in Manhattan 

any other: low-cut briefs, triangle top. 

thousands to get her “teen tummy” back. 

That I didn’t have the body to wear it  

But then she goes to the Hamptons in  

(like the models in Honey magazine) 

the summer where, as far as I can make 

didn’t matter, or couldn’t have done when 

out, you have to have a body like Demi 

I think of what I looked like in a bikini 

Moore’s if you want to fit in. I am just 

back then. Those were the days when my 

aiming to manage the irrevocable decline 

sister and I spent most of our summers in 

with grace and acceptance, but without 

the pool of the Singapore InterContinental 

making my children retch. 

(my dad had business in the Far East; my 

Which takes us back to the initial 

dilemma: as I approach my 65th birthday, 

which is it to be? 

A one-piece has many advantages. 

It didn’t matter if  

I like the idea of inspiring 

There is the freedom it affords on the 

swimming front (no tiresome adjusting 

you got second-degree burns. 

women my age, or I hope at  when one emerges from the sea). There is its undeniable versatility. Pop a sarong 

Indeed, that was the point

least they admire my daring

over the top and voilà – you’re ready for  

a smartish lunch. (Watch it on the wet 

bathing suit front. Post-radiation urinary 

mum used the time to take off to Borneo 

in a bikini. I should say that I had bosoms 

tract infections are a menace to get rid  

where she lived in a tree house and wrote 

back then – big fake ones – which worked 

of, and I speak with some authority here.) 

about orangutans). I must have assumed 

at first, but after a few years they kept 

You can also wear one with artfully placed 

in that weirdly confident way you do 

encapsulating (scar tissue formed around 

Rudi Gernreich-style cut-outs to show  

when you are a tweenager – a reverse 

the implants, which can distort them and 

just a touch of tummy, although in that 

body dysmorphia – that I could pull off 

cause pain), so I kept having to get them 

case you might as well just wear a bikini. 

anything. It was only when I hit my late 

replaced. Then, as the menopause started 

And those two-pieces with the very  

teens and went to college in the US, 

rearing its head in my mid-fifties, my waist high-waisted bottoms that can be rolled 

spending spring break in places such as 

thickened, turning me from someone who 

down for tanning purposes always feel  

Fort Lauderdale (where wet bikini contests 

had an objectively decent rack into just 

like a cop-out to me. 

were the norm), that I realised I couldn’t. 

plain top heavy. The effect in a bikini was 

If I am going to go the one-piece route 

The Eighties, meanwhile, were a 

a queasy balance of vulgar and matronly, 

– and I think it is probably time – I quite 

horrible decade for swimwear – all those 

not what I had paid for, so it was a relief 

fancy the idea of a plain black, school 

ridiculously high-cut briefs and wired tops 

(after three goes with progressively 

regulation-style tank, such as the classic 

in shiny, Body by Gilda Lycra. Just about 

smaller sizes each time) finally to be rid  

Aquarelle by Eres. Like I said, ludicrously 

OK if you were Cindy Crawford or Janice 

of them in the summer of 2015. 

expensive, but very elegant, very chic, 

Dickinson, but on the rest of us too 

Now, here we are in 2025. Both my 

very “frainche”. But my beloved stash of 

unforgiving for words. 

body and my hair have lost weight. Muscle 

bikinis – yes, even the ones where the 

My golden era, in terms of bikinis, was 

Mykonos, 2016

Maldives, 2016

tone, despite regular yoga and Pilates and 

elastic’s gone – are not ready for the  

probably the early to mid-Noughties, after 

15 minutes on Peloton at the weekend, has 

scrap heap just yet. They hold too many 

I’d had both children but before my body 

as long as I don’t bug him while he’s got 

diminished. I am slim but I have bona fide 

memories. They are too much a part of 

started inexorably descending, as my 

his headphones on and is trying to read.) 

bat wings and that cleavage I once had is 

my story and the summers I’ve lived to 

friend Bella once put it, down to Middle-

That little shop with palm trees in  

replaced by a pair of modest cherry pips 

chuck. They fit in too with my alter ego as 

earth. In those days, when we rented the 

the window was where my some of my 

(great in clothes, trickier without). 

1661 (the column I used to write, although 

same house every summer in Mykonos, 

best-loved bikinis came from. If I had  

Trust me if you are not there yet, there 

it doesn’t really work any more because  

my husband and I had this little routine. 

to pick my absolute favourite it would 

is a steep downward curve between the 

I look a lot older than 16 from behind and 

Before our two-week trip I would make 

probably be the beige one with white 

ages of 59 and 64. Imperceptible at first, 

61 from the front). Above all, I like the 

him take me to a swimwear boutique 

polka dots and white zigzag trimming. 

but more pronounced every day. Whether 

idea of inspiring women my age, or I hope 

called Heidi Klein (the brand of the 

The bottoms were boy cut and hit just 

you are fat or thin or in between, the skin 

at least that they admire me for being 

Noughties) in Notting Hill, west London, 

right above the hip bone. The top was 

under your arms and below your belly 

daring on their behalf. So if you happen to 

and have him sit there while I tried on 

minimal but not too “saucy”. I miss that 

button (not to mention the insides of  

be in Greece this summer and see an old 

various styles. (The deal was that he was 

bikini so much, although, if I’m honest, 

your thighs) starts to sag. No amount of 

lady the colour of a burnt sausage with 

allowed to bring the paper with him. 

I’m probably missing the body that was  

Brazilian tightening creams or weights will 

very long grey hair (and a wrinkly butt) 

It never mattered to him one iota what  

in it rather than the bikini itself. 

reverse this process, whatever those fit-at-

walking down the beach in a bikini and 

I picked. It matters even less now. I can go My forties and maybe even my early 

any-age Instagram feeds tell you. Those  

you think, good on you, love, aren’t you 

nude or wear a burquini for all he cares, 

fifties were probably when I looked best 

Mykonos, 2024

of you out there on Mounjaro, even if you 

brave, chances are that will be me. n
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Iraq’s first skatepark, which  

The Baghdad Water City amusement park

opened in Baghdad in February
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MY RETURN TO IRAQ

The last time Martin Fletcher went to Baghdad, he was covering the war for The Times, surrounded by armed bodyguards and under threat from snipers and landmines. He had no wish to go back until, 20 years on, he heard it’s being marketed as a tourist destination…

A jetty at the new One Thousand and One 

Shoppers in al-Mutanabbi Street, one of the 

Nights resort on the banks of the Tigris

areas of Baghdad that’s been recently renovated BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN
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The Baghdad Water City amusement park
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MY RETURN TO IRAQ


The last time Martin Fletcher went to Baghdad, he was covering the war for The Times, surrounded by armed bodyguards and under threat from snipers and landmines. He had no wish to go back until, 20 years on, he heard it’s being marketed as a tourist destination…

Shoppers in al-Mutanabbi Street, one of the 
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Iraq__2  

The highway from the airport, 2003

Chinese tourists in Mosul, northern Iraq 
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he travel company’s instructions 

‘AT LEAST WITH SADDAM THERE 

were simple: from Baghdad 

airport, take a taxi to the hotel. 

A

“Do what?” I exclaimed. 

RT

WAS STABILITY AND SAFETY’

The last time I visited 

Baghdad, during the vicious 

PRODUCTION

Tsectarian war unleashed  

main roads through the Green Zone are 

by the US invasion of Iraq  

now open and, except for the vast US 

22 years ago, the seven-mile 

embassy on the banks of the Tigris, no 

highway leading to the heavily 

visible evidence remains of what Iraqis  

fortified Green Zone was the world’s  

call al-ihtilal – the “occupation”. 

most dangerous road in the world’s most 

The violence has ended too. Sunnis  

dangerous city: a gauntlet of snipers, 

and Shias now rub along, though plenty  

suicide bombers and exploding booby-

of armed soldiers and police remain  

traps where dozens died despite the US 

on the streets. Islamic State has been 

military’s best efforts to secure it. 

defeated. Just one westerner, an American 

But I did as I was told. My plane 

teacher named Stephen Troell, has been 

landed at 2.30am – gently this time, 

killed in Baghdad in recent years, while a 

CLIENT

instead of corkscrewing down to avoid 

Jewish researcher, Elizabeth Tsurkov, was 

missiles. I hailed a taxi and sped into  

kidnapped in 2023 and remains a captive. 

the Iraqi capital along a smooth, six-lane 

Baghdad is still a drab, ugly, litter-

highway now lined – to my amazement  

strewn city. There are still frequent power 

– with water fountains, illuminated  

cuts. Armed guards still protect ministries, palm trees, floodlit mosques, new luxury 

embassies, banks and other important 

Martin Fletcher among the ruins of Mosul

apartment blocks and signs proclaiming 

buildings. But it is now commercially 

“Welcome to Baghdad”. 

vibrant with teeming streets, clogged 

Between 2003 and 2008 I had made 

so dominated the news in the early 

traffic and lots of new construction  

half a dozen trips to Iraq for The Times, 

Noughties, but since been forgotten? 

work. People promenade beside the  

and my memories are unremittingly bleak. 

And with the benefit of hindsight, had 

Tigris, where I remember seeing mutilated 

We were forced to abandon our  

President George W Bush’s “three trillion 

corpses floating past. There are western-

rented house when Sunni insurgents 

dollar war” to remove Saddam Hussein 

style shopping malls, children playing in 

began abducting and executing 

and create a new Iraq – a war that caused 

parks and funfairs. I even found a new 

westerners. We went nowhere without 

hundreds of thousands of deaths – been 

cinema showing a Mission: Impossible film. 

armed bodyguards and a back-up car, 

worth it? 

In the early Noughties, fun did not exist. 

and could linger nowhere longer than  

I asked the travel company, Lupine, 

It took lunch with Haider, Yasser’s 

15 minutes. We fell asleep at night to  

if I could tag along. It agreed, but I was 

brother, to add perspective. “What you see 

the sound of gunfire and explosions. Our 

not meeting the rest of the group until the 

is a picture, but there’s something under 

UNGER hotel, the al-Hamra, was badly damaged evening, so I had that first day in Baghdad 

the table,” he told me in his idiosyncratic 

DE  in one suicide bomb attack and destroyed to myself. 

English. He explained how the US 

in a second when Yasser, one of two 

I had to steel myself to leave the  

invasion, and Washington’s reprehensible 



wonderful brothers who served as our 

hotel alone and unprotected: two  

lack of a plan for what came after, had 

ANTHONY  drivers, was killed. 

decades ago, a substantial segment of  

triggered nearly two decades of misery  

REUTERS.  GES, 

I had no wish to return, but my 

the population wanted to kill westerners 

– civil war between Iraq’s Sunni and Shia 

IMA

GES,  Y  curiosity was piqued when I read that like me – and often did. But I found a city 

communities, the rise of al-Qaeda in Iraq, 

IMAY  a travel company in Wigan had begun 

outwardly transformed. 

which metamorphosed into Islamic State 

U/GETT offering tours of Iraq, notwithstanding Gone were the ubiquitous concrete 

(IS), and IS’s capture of most of northern 

/GETT

the government’s advice against all  

blast walls and coiled razor wire, the 

Iraq between 2014 and 2018. “We haven’t 

AFP ANADOLA,  non-essential travel to the country. 

charred shells of bombed-out ministries, 

had any good days since 2003… Every 

EP

Who on earth would go on holiday to 

the military helicopters clattering 

house, every family in Iraq has lost at  

SPREAD: 

such a place? Was Iraq, once synonymous 

overhead, the heavily armed US Humvees, 

least one person,” he lamented. 

SPREAD:  with carnage, really safe now? What the endless checkpoints, the barricaded 

America had removed a brutal dictator, 

PREVIOUS  THIS  had become of a country that had side streets and night-time curfews. The 

he continued, but bequeathed the 
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Helicopter hopping between beaches, world-class festivals and tennis classics  

– Dylan Alcott AO on the secret behind Australia’s next-level experiences A I couldn’t be prouder to be 

everything, right? Anywhere  

Australian. People here like 

you go, you’ll find good food, 

working hard, but we also  

good music, good sport, good  

like enjoying ourselves and  

people – and those people make  

being active, especially because  

it a warm and welcoming society. 

of our landscapes. We love  

Country, city, metro – I’m a very 

CLIENT

having a crack at new things  

proud Victorian. 

and meeting new people. 

As for other states, I’ve been  

OF To be blunt, Aussies like having 

here 30-odd years and I haven’t 

fun, but we’re also very authentic, 

scratched the surface. 

and that authenticity is powerful  

You’ve got epic landscapes, 

and cool. When I’m travelling 

like pristine beaches in Western 

overseas I can tell straight away  

Australia and rolling hills in  

if someone is Australian, because 

South Australia’s wineries. 

they’re always working the room. 

Tasmania is a hidden gem. 

We’re a real multicultural country. 

It has a great restaurant scene  

You’ll walk down the street and 

and wine culture – not to mention 

IDE there are different people, different 

incredible hikes. 

food options – it’s a melting pot. 

I was extremely lucky to be 

I love that about Australia. We’re  

invited to the Northern Territory  

R a welcoming society. When people 

by the area’s traditional owners. 

come here, they feel included. 

I went to Arnhem Land, just  

I’m biased, but Melbourne is  

outside of Darwin, which was an 

my favourite place in the country. 

absolutely unbelievable experience. 

P It’s got street art, music, galleries. 

Equally, there are so many 

I love the diversity of options, 

beautiful towns all throughout  

which means there are plenty  

rural Australia. One of my favourite 

Great outdoors: 

of things to do every day. 

the red sands of 

things is to go to a country pub in the middle That density of choice is also something  

Broome; a guided 

of nowhere and just rip a beer off the wood  

tour in Uluru-Kata 

I love about Victoria as a state. It legit has Tjuta National Park

– which means off the bar – with a local. 

DYLAN’S TOP TIPS

AUSTRALIAN OPEN, 

WHITSUNDAYS, 

ADELAIDE FRINGE, 

MELBOURNE, VICTORIA

QUEENSLAND

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Australia’s best sporting event. 

The Whitsunday Islands are 

This festival has absolutely 

 Dylan Alcott is a 

It’s not just a tennis tournament. 

absolutely beautiful. White sand, 

everything. It’s a great vibe. And 

 Paralympic gold 

There’s live music, food – it can 

great water. You can helicopter 

while you’re in South Australia, 

 medallist and Grand 

be whatever you want it to be. 

between the little beaches. It’s 

be sure to check out the Barossa 

Call Flight Centre’s 

 Slam tennis champion 

The sheer scope of what they  

just bloody beautiful. If you want 

Valley – it has some of the best 

Australian travel experts on 

 – and a proud, 

do there is awesome. 

to relax, definitely go there. 

wine in the entire world. 

0808 296 0544 or visit 

 fun-loving Aussie

flightcentre.co.uk/australia  
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Iraq__3  

Lights and ornaments to mark Ramadan 

Salem al-Khashali at the al-Shabandar 

VERSION

in Kirkuk, north of Baghdad, on March 18

coffee house on al-Mutanabbi Street, with 

pictures of his relatives lost in the war

REPR

O OP

SUBS

country a weak, corrupt, Shia-dominated 

statues, pottery, jewellery, cuneiform 

Yemen’s Iranian-backed Houthi rebels 

government that was beholden to Iran  

tablets and other antiquities of the Iraq 

rejoicing as a US aircraft carrier burns 

and Iranian-controlled militias. “Under 

Museum, which finally reopened in 2022, 

behind them. So much for Bush’s plan to 

A

Saddam it was a very bad situation, but 

I remembered how it was looted in those 

install a pro-western democracy in Iraq. 

RT

now it’s even worse.” There was even  

chaotic first days after the US invasion. 

some nostalgia for the former dictator, 

In war “stuff happens”, Donald Rumsfeld, 

It is now illegal to display pictures of 

who had brutally suppressed Iraq’s Shia 

Bush’s defence secretary, blithely remarked. 

Saddam, but other vestiges of his 24-year 

majority but at least kept order. Nobody 

Scarcely half the 15,000 stolen items have 

tyranny survive. 

liked America, he concluded. 

been recovered. 

From Baghdad we headed south to 

Over the following week I heard 

Nearby, a director of the fine 

ancient Babylon, which was allegedly  

Haider’s views echoed by numerous other 

13th-century al-Mustansiriya madrassa 

the world’s biggest city and site of the 

PRODUCTION

Iraqis, both Sunni and Shia. Given that, it 

told me, “We warned the US troops, but 

eponymous hanging gardens and Tower  

was astonishing how welcoming they were 

they didn’t care. They let the museum  

of Babel during Nebuchadnezzar’s reign  

to the first westerners many had seen since 

be looted. I’m still angry.” He disliked 

in the 6th century BC. US troops occupied 

America’s catastrophic military intervention Saddam, he added, but “he was strong  

the ruins, using diggers to build defences 

effectively ended in 2011, routinely offering and there was stability”. 

and create helicopter landing pads. An 

us water, tea and watermelon. 

At the century-old al-Shabandar coffee 

official told me the soldiers also stole 

house in historic al-Mutanabbi Street, 

artefacts. But Saddam caused much 

CLIENT

There were 14 in our group – eight Brits, 

while my colleagues drank tea, I recalled 

greater damage in the Eighties. Seeking to 

three Americans, a Swiss, an Estonian  

how a huge car bomb had killed the 

bask in Nebuchadnezzar’s glory, he rebuilt 

and a Mexican. They included a young 

owner’s four sons and grandson in March 

Babylon’s walls and temples and turned 

surveyor from Wolverhampton, an IT 

2007 (the car’s mangled wreckage now  

the place into a glorified theme park. 

worker from Kilmarnock, a Tate Gallery 

sits in the atrium of the Imperial War 

Just as Nebuchadnezzar’s name is still 

librarian, a former banker from Tunbridge 

Museum in London). 

visible on the original bricks, so we saw 

Wells and a theatre worker from 

A fifth son, Salem al-Khashali, survived 

Saddam’s inscribed on the new ones. He 

Manchester. None were the “war  

the blast and now sat by the door in front 

also constructed a huge palace on an 

tourists” I expected. Some were genuinely 

of his dead siblings’ photographs. Sadly, 

artificial hill overlooking Babylon. A 

interested in the history and archaeology 

he speaks no English but a customer who 

caretaker let us in, and for 40 minutes  

of what was once Mesopotamia – the 

does told me, “We didn’t accept Saddam  

we explored its vast and once magnificent 

so-called “cradle of civilisation” between 

as a leader, but at least there was security, interior. The fittings have long since been 

the Tigris and Euphrates where the 

stability and safety.” 

stolen, the walls are daubed in graffiti left ancient Sumerians first developed the 

That afternoon we visited the Martyr’s 

by US soldiers and the floors are covered 

wheel, cursive writing, agriculture and 

Memorial, a giant sculpture resembling 

in debris and bird droppings, but the sheer 

urban centres. A couple were “country 

two turquoise teardrops erected by 

vanity of the man who built such a place 

counters” bent on visiting every nation  

Saddam after the Iran-Iraq war of the 

for himself remains unmistakable. 

in the world. Most just liked to venture  

Eighties. It now commemorates the dead 

We continued southwards through the 

to offbeat places and had done previous 

of all Iraq’s wars, including those that died holy cities of Kerbala and Najaf, scenes of 

Lupine tours to improbable destinations 

during and after the US invasion. 

horrific suicide bombings during the civil 

such as Syria, Libya, Afghanistan and 

Was that invasion justified, I asked  

war. There we joined the thousands of 

Equatorial Guinea. 

the manager, Dr Moayad. “When Hitler 

Shia pilgrims who worship round the clock 

We stayed in mid-range hotels, 

tried to occupy your country, was it a  

at the glittering gold and silver tombs of 

ate like ordinary Iraqis and spent many 

good war?” he retorted. “Occupation is 

Imam Hussain, the Prophet Muhammad’s 

CHER hours in a cramped little bus that lacked occupation.” He had 12 relatives killed  

grandson, of Imam Ali, Muhammad’s 

FLET curtains to protect us from the baking sun by Saddam, he added, and three by the 

cousin and son-in-law, and – reputedly  

TIN  – the security forces have banned blinds Americans, including a mother and baby 

– of Noah and Adam. Najaf also boasts  

MAR so they can see who is inside. We were 

shot at a checkpoint. 

the world’s largest cemetery, a 900-hectare 

GES,  asked not to post details of our itinerary The most striking sight in Baghdad, 

site containing six million graves of those 

IMA on social media, but took no other 

however, was in Firdos Square, where 

who yearned to be buried near Imam Ali. 

Y  security precautions. 

jubilant Iraqis famously tore down 

By now we were deep into Shia 

U/GETT

On day one, my different prism  

Saddam’s statue in the immediate 

territory, and Iran’s baleful influence  

quickly became apparent. While my 

aftermath of the invasion. It is now 

on its co-religionists was becoming 

ANADOL colleagues enjoyed the splendid friezes, dominated by a huge billboard showing 

everywhere apparent. 

The Times Magazine  47

91TTM2549137.pgs  02.06.2025  14:13    


BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

[image: Image 343]

[image: Image 344]

[image: Image 345]

[image: Image 346]

[image: Image 347]

[image: Image 348]

[image: Image 349]

[image: Image 350]

[image: Image 351]

[image: Image 352]

[image: Image 353]

[image: Image 354]

[image: Image 355]

[image: Image 356]

[image: Image 357]

[image: Image 358]

[image: Image 359]

[image: Image 360]

[image: Image 361]

[image: Image 362]

[image: Image 363]

[image: Image 364]

[image: Image 365]

[image: Image 366]

[image: Image 367]

[image: Image 368]

[image: Image 369]

[image: Image 370]

[image: Image 371]

[image: Image 372]

[image: Image 373]

[image: Image 374]

[image: Image 375]

[image: Image 376]

[image: Image 377]

[image: Image 378]

[image: Image 379]

[image: Image 380]

[image: Image 381]

[image: Image 382]

[image: Image 383]

[image: Image 384]

[image: Image 385]

[image: Image 386]

[image: Image 387]

[image: Image 388]

[image: Image 389]

[image: Image 390]

[image: Image 391]

[image: Image 392]

[image: Image 393]

[image: Image 394]

[image: Image 395]

[image: Image 396]

[image: Image 397]

[image: Image 398]

[image: Image 399]

[image: Image 400]

[image: Image 401]

[image: Image 402]

[image: Image 403]

[image: Image 404]

[image: Image 405]

[image: Image 406]

[image: Image 407]

[image: Image 408]

[image: Image 409]

[image: Image 410]

[image: Image 411]

[image: Image 412]

[image: Image 413]

[image: Image 414]

[image: Image 415]

[image: Image 416]

[image: Image 417]

[image: Image 418]

[image: Image 419]

[image: Image 420]

[image: Image 421]

[image: Image 422]

[image: Image 423]

[image: Image 424]

[image: Image 425]

[image: Image 426]

[image: Image 427]

[image: Image 428]

[image: Image 429]

[image: Image 430]

[image: Image 431]

[image: Image 432]

[image: Image 433]

[image: Image 434]

[image: Image 435]

[image: Image 436]

[image: Image 437]

[image: Image 438]

[image: Image 439]

[image: Image 440]

[image: Image 441]

[image: Image 442]

[image: Image 443]

[image: Image 444]

[image: Image 445]

[image: Image 446]

[image: Image 447]

[image: Image 448]

[image: Image 449]

[image: Image 450]

[image: Image 451]

[image: Image 452]

[image: Image 453]

[image: Image 454]

[image: Image 455]

[image: Image 456]

[image: Image 457]

[image: Image 458]

[image: Image 459]

[image: Image 460]

[image: Image 461]

[image: Image 462]

[image: Image 463]

[image: Image 464]

[image: Image 465]

[image: Image 466]

[image: Image 467]

[image: Image 468]

[image: Image 469]

[image: Image 470]

[image: Image 471]

[image: Image 472]

[image: Image 473]

[image: Image 474]

[image: Image 475]

[image: Image 476]

[image: Image 477]

[image: Image 478]

[image: Image 479]

[image: Image 480]

[image: Image 481]

[image: Image 482]

[image: Image 483]

[image: Image 484]

[image: Image 485]

[image: Image 486]

[image: Image 487]

[image: Image 488]

[image: Image 489]

[image: Image 490]

[image: Image 491]

[image: Image 492]

[image: Image 493]

[image: Image 494]

[image: Image 495]

[image: Image 496]

[image: Image 497]

[image: Image 498]

[image: Image 499]

[image: Image 500]

[image: Image 501]

[image: Image 502]

[image: Image 503]

[image: Image 504]

[image: Image 505]

[image: Image 506]

[image: Image 507]

[image: Image 508]

[image: Image 509]

[image: Image 510]

[image: Image 511]

[image: Image 512]

[image: Image 513]

[image: Image 514]

[image: Image 515]

[image: Image 516]

[image: Image 517]

[image: Image 518]

[image: Image 519]

[image: Image 520]

[image: Image 521]

[image: Image 522]

[image: Image 523]

[image: Image 524]

[image: Image 525]

[image: Image 526]

[image: Image 527]

[image: Image 528]

[image: Image 529]

[image: Image 530]

[image: Image 531]

[image: Image 532]

[image: Image 533]

[image: Image 534]

[image: Image 535]

[image: Image 536]

[image: Image 537]

[image: Image 538]

[image: Image 539]

[image: Image 540]

[image: Image 541]

[image: Image 542]

[image: Image 543]

[image: Image 544]

[image: Image 545]

[image: Image 546]

[image: Image 547]

[image: Image 548]

[image: Image 549]

[image: Image 550]

[image: Image 551]

[image: Image 552]

[image: Image 553]

[image: Image 554]

[image: Image 555]

[image: Image 556]

[image: Image 557]

[image: Image 558]

[image: Image 559]

[image: Image 560]

[image: Image 561]

[image: Image 562]

[image: Image 563]

[image: Image 564]

[image: Image 565]

[image: Image 566]

[image: Image 567]

[image: Image 568]

[image: Image 569]

[image: Image 570]

[image: Image 571]

[image: Image 572]

[image: Image 573]

[image: Image 574]

[image: Image 575]

[image: Image 576]

[image: Image 577]

[image: Image 578]

[image: Image 579]

[image: Image 580]

[image: Image 581]

[image: Image 582]

[image: Image 583]

[image: Image 584]

[image: Image 585]

[image: Image 586]

[image: Image 587]

[image: Image 588]

[image: Image 589]

[image: Image 590]

[image: Image 591]

[image: Image 592]

[image: Image 593]

[image: Image 594]

[image: Image 595]

[image: Image 596]

[image: Image 597]

[image: Image 598]

[image: Image 599]

[image: Image 600]

[image: Image 601]

[image: Image 602]

[image: Image 603]

[image: Image 604]

[image: Image 605]

[image: Image 606]

[image: Image 607]

[image: Image 608]

[image: Image 609]

[image: Image 610]

[image: Image 611]

[image: Image 612]

[image: Image 613]

[image: Image 614]

[image: Image 615]

[image: Image 616]

[image: Image 617]

[image: Image 618]

[image: Image 619]

[image: Image 620]

[image: Image 621]

[image: Image 622]

[image: Image 623]

[image: Image 624]

[image: Image 625]

[image: Image 626]

[image: Image 627]

[image: Image 628]

[image: Image 629]

[image: Image 630]

[image: Image 631]

[image: Image 632]

[image: Image 633]

[image: Image 634]

[image: Image 635]

[image: Image 636]

[image: Image 637]

[image: Image 638]

[image: Image 639]

[image: Image 640]

[image: Image 641]

[image: Image 642]

[image: Image 643]

[image: Image 644]

[image: Image 645]

[image: Image 646]

[image: Image 647]

[image: Image 648]

[image: Image 649]

[image: Image 650]

[image: Image 651]

[image: Image 652]

[image: Image 653]

[image: Image 654]

[image: Image 655]

[image: Image 656]

[image: Image 657]

[image: Image 658]

[image: Image 659]

[image: Image 660]

[image: Image 661]

[image: Image 662]

[image: Image 663]

[image: Image 664]

[image: Image 665]

[image: Image 666]

[image: Image 667]

[image: Image 668]

[image: Image 669]

[image: Image 670]

[image: Image 671]

[image: Image 672]

[image: Image 673]

[image: Image 674]

[image: Image 675]

[image: Image 676]

[image: Image 677]

[image: Image 678]

[image: Image 679]

[image: Image 680]

[image: Image 681]

[image: Image 682]

[image: Image 683]

[image: Image 684]

[image: Image 685]

[image: Image 686]

[image: Image 687]

[image: Image 688]

[image: Image 689]

[image: Image 690]

[image: Image 691]

[image: Image 692]

[image: Image 693]

[image: Image 694]

[image: Image 695]

[image: Image 696]

[image: Image 697]

[image: Image 698]

[image: Image 699]

[image: Image 700]

[image: Image 701]

[image: Image 702]

[image: Image 703]

[image: Image 704]

[image: Image 705]

[image: Image 706]

[image: Image 707]

[image: Image 708]

[image: Image 709]

[image: Image 710]

[image: Image 711]

[image: Image 712]

[image: Image 713]

[image: Image 714]

[image: Image 715]

[image: Image 716]

[image: Image 717]

[image: Image 718]

[image: Image 719]

[image: Image 720]

[image: Image 721]

[image: Image 722]

[image: Image 723]

[image: Image 724]

[image: Image 725]

[image: Image 726]

[image: Image 727]

[image: Image 728]

[image: Image 729]

[image: Image 730]

[image: Image 731]

[image: Image 732]

[image: Image 733]

[image: Image 734]

[image: Image 735]

[image: Image 736]

[image: Image 737]

[image: Image 738]

[image: Image 739]

[image: Image 740]

[image: Image 741]

[image: Image 742]

[image: Image 743]

[image: Image 744]

[image: Image 745]

[image: Image 746]

[image: Image 747]

[image: Image 748]

[image: Image 749]

[image: Image 750]

[image: Image 751]

[image: Image 752]

[image: Image 753]

[image: Image 754]

[image: Image 755]

[image: Image 756]

[image: Image 757]

[image: Image 758]

[image: Image 759]

[image: Image 760]

[image: Image 761]

[image: Image 762]

[image: Image 763]

[image: Image 764]

[image: Image 765]

[image: Image 766]

[image: Image 767]

[image: Image 768]

[image: Image 769]

[image: Image 770]

[image: Image 771]

[image: Image 772]

[image: Image 773]

[image: Image 774]

[image: Image 775]

[image: Image 776]

[image: Image 777]

[image: Image 778]

[image: Image 779]

[image: Image 780]

[image: Image 781]

[image: Image 782]

[image: Image 783]

[image: Image 784]

[image: Image 785]

[image: Image 786]

[image: Image 787]

[image: Image 788]

[image: Image 789]

[image: Image 790]

[image: Image 791]

[image: Image 792]

[image: Image 793]

[image: Image 794]

[image: Image 795]

[image: Image 796]

[image: Image 797]

[image: Image 798]

[image: Image 799]

[image: Image 800]

[image: Image 801]

[image: Image 802]

[image: Image 803]

[image: Image 804]

[image: Image 805]

[image: Image 806]

[image: Image 807]

[image: Image 808]

[image: Image 809]

[image: Image 810]

[image: Image 811]

[image: Image 812]

[image: Image 813]

[image: Image 814]

[image: Image 815]

[image: Image 816]

[image: Image 817]

[image: Image 818]

[image: Image 819]

[image: Image 820]

[image: Image 821]

[image: Image 822]

[image: Image 823]

[image: Image 824]

[image: Image 825]

[image: Image 826]

[image: Image 827]

[image: Image 828]

[image: Image 829]

[image: Image 830]

[image: Image 831]

[image: Image 832]

[image: Image 833]

[image: Image 834]

[image: Image 835]

[image: Image 836]

[image: Image 837]

[image: Image 838]

[image: Image 839]

[image: Image 840]

[image: Image 841]

[image: Image 842]

[image: Image 843]

[image: Image 844]

[image: Image 845]

[image: Image 846]

[image: Image 847]

[image: Image 848]

[image: Image 849]

[image: Image 850]

[image: Image 851]

[image: Image 852]

[image: Image 853]

[image: Image 854]

[image: Image 855]

[image: Image 856]

[image: Image 857]

[image: Image 858]

[image: Image 859]

[image: Image 860]

[image: Image 861]

[image: Image 862]

[image: Image 863]

[image: Image 864]

[image: Image 865]

[image: Image 866]

[image: Image 867]

[image: Image 868]

[image: Image 869]

[image: Image 870]

[image: Image 871]

[image: Image 872]

[image: Image 873]

[image: Image 874]

[image: Image 875]

[image: Image 876]

[image: Image 877]

[image: Image 878]

[image: Image 879]

[image: Image 880]

[image: Image 881]

[image: Image 882]

[image: Image 883]

[image: Image 884]

[image: Image 885]

[image: Image 886]

[image: Image 887]

[image: Image 888]

[image: Image 889]

[image: Image 890]

[image: Image 891]

[image: Image 892]

[image: Image 893]

[image: Image 894]

[image: Image 895]

[image: Image 896]

[image: Image 897]

[image: Image 898]

[image: Image 899]

[image: Image 900]

[image: Image 901]

[image: Image 902]

[image: Image 903]

[image: Image 904]

[image: Image 905]

[image: Image 906]

[image: Image 907]

[image: Image 908]

[image: Image 909]

[image: Image 910]

[image: Image 911]

[image: Image 912]

[image: Image 913]

[image: Image 914]

[image: Image 915]

[image: Image 916]

[image: Image 917]

[image: Image 918]

[image: Image 919]

[image: Image 920]

[image: Image 921]

[image: Image 922]

[image: Image 923]

[image: Image 924]

[image: Image 925]

[image: Image 926]

[image: Image 927]

[image: Image 928]

[image: Image 929]

[image: Image 930]

[image: Image 931]

[image: Image 932]

[image: Image 933]

[image: Image 934]

[image: Image 935]

[image: Image 936]

[image: Image 937]

[image: Image 938]

[image: Image 939]

[image: Image 940]

[image: Image 941]

[image: Image 942]

[image: Image 943]

[image: Image 944]

[image: Image 945]

[image: Image 946]

[image: Image 947]

[image: Image 948]

[image: Image 949]

[image: Image 950]

[image: Image 951]

[image: Image 952]

[image: Image 953]

[image: Image 954]

[image: Image 955]

[image: Image 956]

[image: Image 957]

[image: Image 958]

[image: Image 959]

[image: Image 960]

[image: Image 961]

[image: Image 962]

[image: Image 963]

[image: Image 964]

[image: Image 965]

[image: Image 966]

[image: Image 967]

[image: Image 968]

[image: Image 969]

[image: Image 970]

[image: Image 971]

[image: Image 972]

[image: Image 973]

[image: Image 974]

[image: Image 975]

[image: Image 976]

[image: Image 977]

[image: Image 978]

[image: Image 979]

[image: Image 980]

[image: Image 981]

[image: Image 982]

[image: Image 983]

[image: Image 984]

[image: Image 985]

[image: Image 986]

[image: Image 987]

[image: Image 988]

[image: Image 989]

[image: Image 990]

[image: Image 991]

[image: Image 992]

[image: Image 993]

[image: Image 994]

[image: Image 995]

[image: Image 996]

[image: Image 997]

[image: Image 998]

[image: Image 999]

[image: Image 1000]

[image: Image 1001]

[image: Image 1002]

[image: Image 1003]

[image: Image 1004]

[image: Image 1005]

[image: Image 1006]

[image: Image 1007]

[image: Image 1008]

[image: Image 1009]

[image: Image 1010]

[image: Image 1011]

[image: Image 1012]

[image: Image 1013]

[image: Image 1014]

[image: Image 1015]

[image: Image 1016]

[image: Image 1017]

[image: Image 1018]

[image: Image 1019]

[image: Image 1020]

[image: Image 1021]

[image: Image 1022]

[image: Image 1023]

[image: Image 1024]

[image: Image 1025]

[image: Image 1026]

[image: Image 1027]

[image: Image 1028]

[image: Image 1029]

[image: Image 1030]

[image: Image 1031]

[image: Image 1032]

[image: Image 1033]

[image: Image 1034]

[image: Image 1035]

[image: Image 1036]

[image: Image 1037]

[image: Image 1038]

[image: Image 1039]

[image: Image 1040]

[image: Image 1041]

[image: Image 1042]

[image: Image 1043]

[image: Image 1044]

[image: Image 1045]

[image: Image 1046]

[image: Image 1047]

[image: Image 1048]

[image: Image 1049]

[image: Image 1050]

[image: Image 1051]

[image: Image 1052]

[image: Image 1053]

[image: Image 1054]

[image: Image 1055]

[image: Image 1056]

[image: Image 1057]

[image: Image 1058]

[image: Image 1059]

[image: Image 1060]

[image: Image 1061]

[image: Image 1062]

[image: Image 1063]

[image: Image 1064]

[image: Image 1065]

[image: Image 1066]

[image: Image 1067]

[image: Image 1068]

[image: Image 1069]

[image: Image 1070]

[image: Image 1071]

[image: Image 1072]

[image: Image 1073]

[image: Image 1074]

[image: Image 1075]

[image: Image 1076]

[image: Image 1077]

[image: Image 1078]

[image: Image 1079]

[image: Image 1080]

[image: Image 1081]

[image: Image 1082]

[image: Image 1083]

[image: Image 1084]

[image: Image 1085]

[image: Image 1086]

[image: Image 1087]

[image: Image 1088]

[image: Image 1089]

[image: Image 1090]

[image: Image 1091]

[image: Image 1092]

[image: Image 1093]

[image: Image 1094]

[image: Image 1095]

[image: Image 1096]

[image: Image 1097]

[image: Image 1098]

[image: Image 1099]

[image: Image 1100]

[image: Image 1101]

[image: Image 1102]

[image: Image 1103]

[image: Image 1104]

[image: Image 1105]

[image: Image 1106]

[image: Image 1107]

[image: Image 1108]

[image: Image 1109]

[image: Image 1110]

[image: Image 1111]

[image: Image 1112]

[image: Image 1113]

[image: Image 1114]

[image: Image 1115]

[image: Image 1116]

[image: Image 1117]

[image: Image 1118]

[image: Image 1119]

[image: Image 1120]

[image: Image 1121]

[image: Image 1122]

[image: Image 1123]

[image: Image 1124]

[image: Image 1125]

[image: Image 1126]

[image: Image 1127]

[image: Image 1128]

[image: Image 1129]

[image: Image 1130]

[image: Image 1131]

[image: Image 1132]

[image: Image 1133]

[image: Image 1134]

[image: Image 1135]

[image: Image 1136]

[image: Image 1137]

[image: Image 1138]

[image: Image 1139]

[image: Image 1140]

[image: Image 1141]

[image: Image 1142]

[image: Image 1143]

[image: Image 1144]

[image: Image 1145]

[image: Image 1146]

[image: Image 1147]

[image: Image 1148]

[image: Image 1149]

[image: Image 1150]

[image: Image 1151]

[image: Image 1152]

[image: Image 1153]

[image: Image 1154]

[image: Image 1155]

[image: Image 1156]

[image: Image 1157]

[image: Image 1158]

[image: Image 1159]

[image: Image 1160]

[image: Image 1161]

[image: Image 1162]

[image: Image 1163]

[image: Image 1164]

[image: Image 1165]

[image: Image 1166]

[image: Image 1167]

[image: Image 1168]

[image: Image 1169]

[image: Image 1170]

[image: Image 1171]

[image: Image 1172]

[image: Image 1173]

[image: Image 1174]

[image: Image 1175]

[image: Image 1176]

[image: Image 1177]

[image: Image 1178]

[image: Image 1179]

[image: Image 1180]

[image: Image 1181]

[image: Image 1182]

[image: Image 1183]

[image: Image 1184]

[image: Image 1185]

[image: Image 1186]

[image: Image 1187]

[image: Image 1188]

[image: Image 1189]

[image: Image 1190]

[image: Image 1191]

[image: Image 1192]

[image: Image 1193]

[image: Image 1194]

[image: Image 1195]

[image: Image 1196]

[image: Image 1197]

[image: Image 1198]

[image: Image 1199]

[image: Image 1200]

[image: Image 1201]

[image: Image 1202]

[image: Image 1203]

[image: Image 1204]

[image: Image 1205]

[image: Image 1206]

[image: Image 1207]

[image: Image 1208]

[image: Image 1209]

[image: Image 1210]

[image: Image 1211]

[image: Image 1212]

[image: Image 1213]

[image: Image 1214]

[image: Image 1215]

[image: Image 1216]

[image: Image 1217]

[image: Image 1218]

[image: Image 1219]

[image: Image 1220]

[image: Image 1221]

[image: Image 1222]

[image: Image 1223]

[image: Image 1224]

[image: Image 1225]

[image: Image 1226]

[image: Image 1227]

[image: Image 1228]

[image: Image 1229]

[image: Image 1230]

[image: Image 1231]

[image: Image 1232]

[image: Image 1233]

[image: Image 1234]

[image: Image 1235]

[image: Image 1236]

[image: Image 1237]

[image: Image 1238]

[image: Image 1239]

[image: Image 1240]

[image: Image 1241]

[image: Image 1242]

[image: Image 1243]

[image: Image 1244]

[image: Image 1245]

[image: Image 1246]

[image: Image 1247]

[image: Image 1248]

[image: Image 1249]

[image: Image 1250]

[image: Image 1251]

[image: Image 1252]

[image: Image 1253]

[image: Image 1254]

[image: Image 1255]

[image: Image 1256]

[image: Image 1257]

[image: Image 1258]

[image: Image 1259]

[image: Image 1260]

[image: Image 1261]

[image: Image 1262]

[image: Image 1263]

[image: Image 1264]

[image: Image 1265]

[image: Image 1266]

[image: Image 1267]

[image: Image 1268]

[image: Image 1269]

[image: Image 1270]

[image: Image 1271]

[image: Image 1272]

[image: Image 1273]

[image: Image 1274]

[image: Image 1275]

[image: Image 1276]

[image: Image 1277]

[image: Image 1278]

[image: Image 1279]

[image: Image 1280]

[image: Image 1281]

[image: Image 1282]

[image: Image 1283]

[image: Image 1284]

[image: Image 1285]

[image: Image 1286]

[image: Image 1287]

[image: Image 1288]

[image: Image 1289]

[image: Image 1290]

[image: Image 1291]

[image: Image 1292]

[image: Image 1293]

[image: Image 1294]

[image: Image 1295]

[image: Image 1296]

[image: Image 1297]

[image: Image 1298]

[image: Image 1299]

[image: Image 1300]

[image: Image 1301]

[image: Image 1302]

[image: Image 1303]

[image: Image 1304]

[image: Image 1305]

[image: Image 1306]

[image: Image 1307]

[image: Image 1308]

[image: Image 1309]

[image: Image 1310]

[image: Image 1311]

[image: Image 1312]

[image: Image 1313]

[image: Image 1314]

[image: Image 1315]

[image: Image 1316]

[image: Image 1317]

[image: Image 1318]

[image: Image 1319]

[image: Image 1320]

[image: Image 1321]

[image: Image 1322]

[image: Image 1323]

[image: Image 1324]

[image: Image 1325]

[image: Image 1326]

[image: Image 1327]

[image: Image 1328]

[image: Image 1329]

[image: Image 1330]

[image: Image 1331]

[image: Image 1332]

[image: Image 1333]

[image: Image 1334]

[image: Image 1335]

[image: Image 1336]

[image: Image 1337]

[image: Image 1338]

[image: Image 1339]

[image: Image 1340]

[image: Image 1341]

[image: Image 1342]

[image: Image 1343]

[image: Image 1344]

[image: Image 1345]

[image: Image 1346]

[image: Image 1347]

[image: Image 1348]

[image: Image 1349]

[image: Image 1350]

[image: Image 1351]

[image: Image 1352]

[image: Image 1353]

[image: Image 1354]

[image: Image 1355]

[image: Image 1356]

[image: Image 1357]

[image: Image 1358]

[image: Image 1359]

[image: Image 1360]

[image: Image 1361]

[image: Image 1362]

[image: Image 1363]

[image: Image 1364]

[image: Image 1365]

[image: Image 1366]

[image: Image 1367]

[image: Image 1368]

[image: Image 1369]

[image: Image 1370]

[image: Image 1371]

[image: Image 1372]

[image: Image 1373]

[image: Image 1374]

[image: Image 1375]

[image: Image 1376]

[image: Image 1377]

[image: Image 1378]

[image: Image 1379]

[image: Image 1380]

[image: Image 1381]

[image: Image 1382]

[image: Image 1383]

[image: Image 1384]

[image: Image 1385]

[image: Image 1386]

[image: Image 1387]

[image: Image 1388]

[image: Image 1389]

[image: Image 1390]

[image: Image 1391]

[image: Image 1392]

[image: Image 1393]

[image: Image 1394]

[image: Image 1395]

[image: Image 1396]

[image: Image 1397]

[image: Image 1398]

[image: Image 1399]

[image: Image 1400]

[image: Image 1401]

[image: Image 1402]

[image: Image 1403]

[image: Image 1404]

[image: Image 1405]

[image: Image 1406]

[image: Image 1407]

[image: Image 1408]

[image: Image 1409]

[image: Image 1410]

[image: Image 1411]

[image: Image 1412]

[image: Image 1413]

[image: Image 1414]

[image: Image 1415]

[image: Image 1416]

[image: Image 1417]

[image: Image 1418]

[image: Image 1419]

[image: Image 1420]

[image: Image 1421]

[image: Image 1422]

[image: Image 1423]

[image: Image 1424]

[image: Image 1425]

[image: Image 1426]

[image: Image 1427]

[image: Image 1428]

[image: Image 1429]

[image: Image 1430]

[image: Image 1431]

[image: Image 1432]

[image: Image 1433]

[image: Image 1434]

[image: Image 1435]

[image: Image 1436]

[image: Image 1437]

[image: Image 1438]

[image: Image 1439]

[image: Image 1440]

[image: Image 1441]

[image: Image 1442]

[image: Image 1443]

[image: Image 1444]

[image: Image 1445]

[image: Image 1446]

[image: Image 1447]

[image: Image 1448]

[image: Image 1449]

[image: Image 1450]

[image: Image 1451]

[image: Image 1452]

[image: Image 1453]

[image: Image 1454]

[image: Image 1455]

[image: Image 1456]

[image: Image 1457]

[image: Image 1458]

[image: Image 1459]

[image: Image 1460]

[image: Image 1461]

[image: Image 1462]

[image: Image 1463]

[image: Image 1464]

[image: Image 1465]

[image: Image 1466]

[image: Image 1467]

[image: Image 1468]

[image: Image 1469]

[image: Image 1470]

[image: Image 1471]

[image: Image 1472]

[image: Image 1473]

[image: Image 1474]

[image: Image 1475]

[image: Image 1476]

[image: Image 1477]

[image: Image 1478]

[image: Image 1479]

[image: Image 1480]

[image: Image 1481]

[image: Image 1482]

[image: Image 1483]

[image: Image 1484]

[image: Image 1485]

[image: Image 1486]

[image: Image 1487]

[image: Image 1488]

[image: Image 1489]

[image: Image 1490]

[image: Image 1491]

[image: Image 1492]

[image: Image 1493]

[image: Image 1494]

[image: Image 1495]

[image: Image 1496]

[image: Image 1497]

[image: Image 1498]

[image: Image 1499]

[image: Image 1500]

[image: Image 1501]

[image: Image 1502]

[image: Image 1503]

[image: Image 1504]

[image: Image 1505]

[image: Image 1506]

[image: Image 1507]

[image: Image 1508]

[image: Image 1509]

[image: Image 1510]

[image: Image 1511]

[image: Image 1512]

[image: Image 1513]

[image: Image 1514]

[image: Image 1515]

[image: Image 1516]

[image: Image 1517]

[image: Image 1518]

[image: Image 1519]

[image: Image 1520]

[image: Image 1521]

[image: Image 1522]

[image: Image 1523]

[image: Image 1524]

[image: Image 1525]

[image: Image 1526]

[image: Image 1527]

[image: Image 1528]

[image: Image 1529]

[image: Image 1530]

[image: Image 1531]

[image: Image 1532]

[image: Image 1533]

[image: Image 1534]

[image: Image 1535]

[image: Image 1536]

[image: Image 1537]

[image: Image 1538]

[image: Image 1539]

[image: Image 1540]

[image: Image 1541]

[image: Image 1542]

[image: Image 1543]

[image: Image 1544]

[image: Image 1545]

VERSION

Survive the


News_UK___Times_Brand  

REPR


O OP

summer with our 

SUBS

Parenting hub

ART

The secret

to perfecting 

the family 

holiday

PRODUCTION

CLIENT


FAMILY ACTIVITIES

27 of the best 


family days out 

in the UK

Caitlin Moran:

Here’s my genius 

parenting invention

HOW TO COPE


FESTIVAL TIPS 

Visit the Parenting hub for expert 

advice and hands-on experience

thetimes.com/parenting

91TTM2549193.pgs  30.05.2025  08:33    


BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

[image: Image 1546]

Iraq, 4  

VERSION

The towns, the cities and the highway 

BUSH PUSHED IRAQ INTO THE ARMS 

through the scrubby desert landscape  

are festooned with portraits of Iranian-

backed “martyrs” – the likes of Qasem 

OF AMERICA’S WORST ENEMY – IRAN

Soleimani, the Iranian commander killed 

by an American drone strike in Baghdad 

REPR

in 2020; Yahya Sinwar, the Hamas leader 

no corruption. It was very safe. A curse  

killed in Gaza in 2024; and Hassan 

on America.” Like many Sunnis, he half-

O OP

Nasrallah, the Hezbollah leader killed  

believes that Saddam is still alive. “Only 

by the Israelis in Beirut last year. 

the Americans know,” he said. 

In Nasiriyah one evening, I interviewed 

An hour later we passed Saddam’s 

a young man whose mother had been 

birthplace, al-Awja, where he was buried 

killed at an American checkpoint  

after his 2004 execution. His tomb was 

SUBS

during the occupation. Sotto voce, 

destroyed during IS’s occupation of 

he told me how Iranian-linked militias  

northern Iraq, and the village is now 

tied to the political parties in Baghdad 

fenced off and largely abandoned. 

now run most of southern Iraq. They 

Shortly after that we drove through 

determine who gets government jobs, 

Tikrit, whose broad streets and fine 

take rake-offs from construction projects 

buildings showed how Saddam lavished 

and suppress protests. 

money on it. He had another palace here, 

A

“The government’s no good,” he said. 

overlooking the Tigris, but it too stands 

RT

“Thieves and militias run it.” 

ruined and abandoned, as do most of the 

I had felt perfectly safe until then, 

other palatial buildings in the compound. 

Visitors at the Iraq Museum

but realised those Iranian-backed militias 

I caught myself wondering whether, 

must know of our presence and could 

centuries hence, long after Saddam’s 

seize us at will. 

tankers carrying oil from Basra – evidence 

extreme brutality has been forgotten, 

Another indication of Iran’s increasing 

that, materially at least, everyday life in 

archaeologists might discover those  

influence is Iraq’s lurch towards a  

Iraq has improved. 

ruins and describe him as a great 

PRODUCTION

stricter form of Islam. In recent years  

We stopped to admire – all alone  

champion of Arab nationalism who 

the government has banned alcohol, 

– the Ziggurat of Ur, a great pyramidical 

battled the mightiest military in the  

criminalised homosexuality and made 

edifice dating from about 2100BC, which 

world. Nebuchadnezzar was doubtless  

child marriages possible. 

rises dramatically from the desert next  

just as brutal in his day, but history is 

But the most striking evidence came 

to the ruins of the even older city of Ur, 

constantly rewritten. 

when we visited the Mesopotamian 

allegedly Abraham’s birthplace. 

Our tour ended in Mosul, Iraq’s  

Marshes, which were once the size of 

I’d been here in 2007 too. The Ministry 

second city, which IS occupied from  

CLIENT

Wales and allegedly inspired the biblical 

of Defence had denied me permission to 

2014 to 2017. For more than an hour we 

Garden of Eden. Drained by Saddam  

cover the British withdrawal from Basra 

walked through scenes of unbelievable 

in the Nineties because they offered 

that year because it smacked of defeat. 

devastation in the old city, caused less  

sanctuary to his opponents, and further 

Absurdly, a fortnight later, it sent a huge 

by IS than by the airstrikes and extreme 

damaged by dams on the Euphrates  

cargo plane to collect me from Baghdad  

force that Iraqi and coalition forces had 

and Tigris rivers, they have shrunk 

so I could cover a cricket match between 

deployed to oust it. 

dramatically and most of the Marsh  

the British and Australian armies at a US 

Not a building is still habitable, not  

Arabs made famous by the British 

airbase in the ziggurat’s shadow. 

a window or roof still intact. The word 

explorer Wilfred Thesiger have long  

The “Ashes in the Desert” was played 

“safe” is written in red paint on the walls 

since left for nearby towns. 

on a concrete strip in 43C, and the British 

of broken buildings to indicate that there 

After a short boat ride through reed-

were thrashed. 

are no mines or booby-traps inside, but 

flanked channels (accompanied by eight 

From Baghdad we continued north  

structurally they are perilous. Old men  

policemen in two boats) we stopped at  

into predominantly Sunni territory and 

sat near the rubble of their former homes. 

a silver-domed memorial to those Marsh 

the security increased markedly: we were 

But happily Mosul is bouncing back. 

Arabs killed in Saddam’s purge. We found 

stopped endlessly at checkpoints manned 

Diggers and bulldozers are clearing the 

it draped in banners depicting Soleimani 

by soldiers, police and militiamen. But 

debris. With Unesco’s help, the city’s 

and Nasrallah. 

there were rewards. 

famously crooked 12th-century al-Hadba 

Is that what 4,598 US and British 

The first were the minarets of Samarra, 

minaret has been rebuilt. On the edge of 

soldiers died for in Iraq? Far from 

which date from the 9th century BC  

the devastation, a fish market and souk 

“liberating” the country, Bush has 

and resemble stone helter-skelters with 

now flourish. At least some of the 500,000 

propelled it into the arms of America’s 

external ramps spiralling upwards. The 

inhabitants who fled IS are drifting back. 

bitterest enemy. 

best known is 171ft high and part of a 

“Mosul is the place to be,” said an Irish-

Unesco world heritage site, but I preferred 

Iraqi woman who plans to emigrate from 

From the marshes we headed back  

the second. Though shorter, it stands on  

Dublin to her father’s city. 

to Baghdad up the same highway that  

a grassy plain outside the modern city and 

As we left for the airport we passed  

I had travelled in 2007 with a mile-long 

overlooks the ruins of an ancient mosque. 

the site of the house where Saddam’s sons, 

US military supply convoy from Kuwait, 

We also visited the extraordinary 

Uday and Qusay, died in a protracted 

braced for attacks by snipers and suicide 

9th-century sunken circular Palace of  

gunfight with American special forces in 

bombers. Then the road was deserted, 

the Caliph, Dar al-Khalifa. The custodian, 

July 2003. The shattered house has since 

the surrounding desert littered with  

Abu Sais, recalled an American helicopter 

been razed. As with Iraq in general, what 

GES Iraqi tanks and other military vehicles 

landing in its central pool during the war. 

will eventually replace it is still unclear. n IMAY  destroyed during the US invasion. Now 

I asked if life was better now than 

it is frequented by lorries carrying  

under Saddam. “Saddam’s time was better,” 

/GETT

Martin Fletcher’s trip was made possible by 

AFP imports from Umm Qasr’s port and 

he replied angrily. “There was no killing, 

Lupine Travel (lupinetravel.co.uk)
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Alexandre Birman, the Brazilian fashion boss and the man behind the Farm Rio label, wanted to make a bigger splash with his penthouse. By Ian Phillips PHOTOGRAPHS Stephan Julliard

STYLING Ian Phillips

The family room, with vintage 

sofa by John Graz, cushions 

from Studio Objeto and Morfa 

No 7 table by Lucas Recchia
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Alexandre Birman

he location of the Brazilian 

with row upon row of high-rises stretching 

is located atop a building that dates from 

Wentz bed in the master bedroom, 

fashion entrepreneur 

into the distance. 

the early 2010s but had never previously 

with Baxter chairs and lamps by 

Alexandre Birman’s Sao Paulo 

“I’m very picky about views in general,” 

been occupied. Instead, it sat empty with 

Arthur Casas from Studio Objeto

duplex is extremely strategic. 

he says. “Whenever I go to a hotel, I 

its white walls and beige stone floors. “The Situated in the upscale Jardim 

usually change rooms at least twice to 

guy who bought it off-plan never figured 

Europa district, it is just a ten-

make sure I have the best one possible.” 

out what to do with it,” he says. 

Tminute drive from his office  Birman is the head of South America’s  Without making any changes to the and a further ten minutes 

largest fashion group, Arezzo & Co, which layout, Birman knew the perfect person to 

from the city’s domestic 

consists of 30 brands and was founded in 

help him transform it – one of Brazil’s top 

airport. He is also within a 

1972 by his father. For many years it 

interior designers, Meire (pronounced 

stone’s throw of a sprawling sports club, 

specialised solely in footwear. Fans of his 

“Mary”) Gomide, who has been working 

which has three Olympic-sized pools, 

eponymous label include Emily Blunt, 

for his family for decades. Now in her 

dozens of tennis courts and a running 

Beyoncé and Taylor Swift, and the late Iris 

seventies, she recently teamed up with the 

track (he is an amateur triathlete). “I’m 

Apfel wore a pair of his loafers to her 

34-year-old Caroline Marzano, who brings 

basically at the epicentre of everything  

102nd birthday celebrations. In 2020 he 

an international perspective to their 

I do, in my own little microcosm,” he says. 

branched out into clothing, and is 

partnership (she divides her time between 

“I don’t feel like I’m in a city with a 

presently focused on the expansion of the 

her native Brazil and Paris). 

population of 20 million.” 

vibrant Brazilian fashion brand Farm Rio, 

“Our age difference may be unusual,” 

That is, until he looks out of the 

which already has five outlets in London. 

Marzano admits, “but we’re very much  

windows of his penthouse apartment, 

The six-bedroom flat he shares with his 

on the same wavelength.” 

which offer breathtaking views of the city, 

partner and three daughters (aged 2 to 12) 

“We believe there’s no way to do a 

‘With the water, the terrace lap pool is a 40-ton weight on the top of a 21-storey building’
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Living room with de Sede sofa, armchair from The dining table, with vintage 

Galerie Vauvart and Jorge Zalszupin cocktail table. 
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Below: Alexander Calder mobile in the living area, and Shoko Suzuki vases

with vintage Thirties armchairs
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Blue sodalite bathroom 


with Grohe fittings

great house by copying and pasting,” 

Gomide says. 

In Birman, they had a client with  

clear ideas of what he wanted. Part of the 

inspiration for the interior came from the 

Bulgari Hotel in Rome; its dining room’s 

high-gloss wall panels were reinterpreted 

in sustainable jacaranda wood for the Sao 

Paulo living room. 

Birman likes to entertain at home, so 

Gomide came up with a clever modular 

table that can accommodate up to  

18 people. He also insisted on installing  

a 25m lap pool on the terrace on the 

upper floor, which was lined with vivid-

blue sodalite granite. “It’s quite a feat  

of engineering,” he says. “With the  

water, it’s a 40-ton weight on the top  

of a 21-storey building.” 

Alexandre Birman

The flat deftly combines art deco 

elements, such as the Italian crystal 

with row upon row of high-rises stretching 

is located atop a building that dates from 

chandeliers and the Michel Dufet wood 

Wentz bed in the master bedroom, 

into the distance. 

the early 2010s but had never previously 

marquetry cabinet in the dining area, 

with Baxter chairs and lamps by 

“I’m very picky about views in general,” 

been occupied. Instead, it sat empty with 

Arthur Casas from Studio Objeto

with touches of Brazilian modernism. 

he says. “Whenever I go to a hotel, I 

its white walls and beige stone floors. “The 

“Nothing is as dear to my heart as my 

usually change rooms at least twice to 

guy who bought it off-plan never figured 

country’s mid-century design,” Birman 

make sure I have the best one possible.” 

out what to do with it,” he says. 

says. There is vintage seating by many of 

Birman is the head of South America’s 

Without making any changes to the 

the movement’s most celebrated names, 

largest fashion group, Arezzo & Co, which layout, Birman knew the perfect person to 

from Lina Bo Bardi and Sergio Rodrigues 

consists of 30 brands and was founded in 

help him transform it – one of Brazil’s top 

to Percival Lafer, as well as several items 

1972 by his father. For many years it 

interior designers, Meire (pronounced 

by Jorge Zalszupin. “I have a special place 

specialised solely in footwear. Fans of his 

“Mary”) Gomide, who has been working 

in my heart for him,” Marzano says. 

eponymous label include Emily Blunt, 

for his family for decades. Now in her 

“His work has such graceful lines.” 

Beyoncé and Taylor Swift, and the late Iris 

seventies, she recently teamed up with the 

The last element to fall into place was 

Apfel wore a pair of his loafers to her 

34-year-old Caroline Marzano, who brings 

the artwork. The large painting by Kazuya 

102nd birthday celebrations. In 2020 he 

an international perspective to their 

Sakai in the living room caused a few 

branched out into clothing, and is 

partnership (she divides her time between 

tense moments: because of its size, it had 

presently focused on the expansion of the 

her native Brazil and Paris). 

to be hoisted in through the window. “Sao 

vibrant Brazilian fashion brand Farm Rio, 

“Our age difference may be unusual,” 

Paulo is a place where you can’t trust the 

which already has five outlets in London. 

Marzano admits, “but we’re very much  

weather,” Gomide says. “So we had to pray 

The six-bedroom flat he shares with his 

on the same wavelength.” 

for the skies to help us.” 

partner and three daughters (aged 2 to 12) 

“We believe there’s no way to do a 

The resulting decor is perfectly suited 

to Birman’s taste and lifestyle. “It was kind of a chemistry project or a lab test,” he says. 

“It was planned in the smallest detail, but 

‘With the water, the terrace lap pool is a 40-ton weight on the top of a 21-storey building’

came together in a very organic way.” n
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VERSION

WHY NOT INVEST IN A 

DYLAN COASTAL RESORT

LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME? 


Classified_fullpage_block  

REPR


O OP

BUDE COASTAL RESORT

SUBS

GREAT RENTAL RETURNS 

HEXHAM LODGES

FROM £295,000

AVAILABLE OF UP TO £56,133

LUXURY RESIDENCES FOR SALE

ART

Located in Cornwall, West Wales, Northumberland, Country Durham and the Lake District, our Residences feature WHITBARROW

contemporary architecture, cutt ing-edge amenities, and expansive outdoor terraces. Owners gain access to world-class spa facilities, top-tier restaurants, great rental returns available, and an array of exclusive benefi ts. 

NO STAMP 

5-STAR 

INCOME 

UNFORGETTABLE 

FLEXIBLE 

PRIME UK 

DUTY OR 

AMENITIES

POTENTIAL

MEMORIES

FINANCE 

LOCATIONS

COUNCIL TAX

UP TO £56,133 

SEAHAM HALL

PRODUCTION

Call 0808 531 0106 or scan the QR code to discover more. 

CLIENT

 

YOU COULD

CLAIM


DIESEL

UP TO 



CAR 

£10,000

ATION

COMPENS


OWNERS 

Now MORE car manufacturers are being held to account over dieselgate. Is your manufacturer listed? 

MERCEDES  •  RENAULT  •  FORD  •  BMW  •  NISSAN  •  JAGUAR  •  LANDROVER

In 2015, the DieselGate scandal sent shockwaves through Our  legal  partners  are  now  checking  vehicles  across  7 

the automotive industry, revealing the use of Diesel Cheat manufacturers and your vehicle could be eligible. If you Devices to bypass emission regulations in both the United have  leased  or  owned  a  diesel  vehicle  from;  Mercedes, States  and  Europe.  Volkswagen  Audi  Group  (VAG)  paid Renault,  Ford,  BMW,  Nissan,  Jaguar  or  Landrover a substantial £193 million in May 2022 as compensation. 

between September 2009 - 2018, you  could be eligible for compensation. 

To date, they’ve disbursed over €40 billion in settlements, all without any admission of guilt. 

To determine whether your vehicle was aff ected, simply input your registration into our Reg Checker. 

SCAN FOR INFO

Our Emission deadline 30th June, 2025. 

Cars aff ected manufactured between 2009 - 2018. 

www.check-my-vehicle-reg.co.uk
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OVER

 Modern Detail, 

20%


Classified_fullpage_block  

REPR


Pure Cotton  Comfort

OFF

O OP

A modern wardrobe essenti al. This short-sleeve AND

T-shirt is craft ed from pure cott on slub jersey FREE delivery

for a soft , drapey feel. Designed with a notch 

& FREE returns

neckline, relaxed fi t, and gently curved back hem, with Code

SUBS

it off ers eff ortless style and everyday comfort TT13

in equal measure. Available in a selecti on of exclusive prints, designed especially for us. 

100% Cott on. Length: 26”/66cm. 

Machine washable. 


Dalia Print

ART


Sizes: 8-20  Item Code: TJ6635

Hibiscus


Stripe

PRODUCTION


CLIENT

Fern Cott on Top

WAS £36 OFFER PRICE £28

No Risk Off er – FREE Delivery & Returns Request 

Multi 

White


Palena

a FREE 


Blue


Print

catalogue


TO ORDER:  Call now on 01904 235393 



‘Excellent customer 

or visit belladinott e.com or scan the QR 


service and great 

quality clothes’


code. Quote code TT13. 

We are open Monday to Friday 9am-5.30pm, Saturday 9am-4pm. Allow 3-5 working days for delivery. Please hurry as off er ends 07/07/25. Registered address Bella di Nott e, 6 Cherry Farm Close, Malton, YO17 6AD. 
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VERSION

Beta male 

Robert Crampton

REPR

This month Jeff Bezos, Amazon boss 

And, as the groom, I’d be required  

O OP

‘Jeff Bezos will 


BETA_MALE_ROBERT_CRAMPTON  

and third richest person in the world, 

to make a speech. And although I’m  

is getting married to Lauren Sanchez, 

much less anxious about public speaking 

have Obama and  broadcaster and astronaut. Their wedding,  than I used to be, the prospect would set to take place in Venice, will cost, I read, still hang over me like a rain cloud over 

$10 million (£7.4 million), although that 

Piazza San Marco. One of the reasons  

the Kardashians at 

SUBS

sounds a little light to me, given Lady Gaga I held off proposing to my future wife for 

and Elton John, rumoured to be providing 

eight years after we first got together was 

his wedding. Me? I  the entertainment, don’t come cheap. 

the dread of having to get up and talk in 

Still, Jeff can afford whatever. He’s worth 

front of 100 people. 

had Andy McNab’ $220 billion (£162 billion), a smidge behind  I’d also be fretting over how long Zuckerberg, way below Musk. 

the bloody photographs were going  

Bezos is just seven months older than 

to take – those endless shots by some 

A

me. Like me, somewhat late in the day, 

stupid ornamental bridge, arbour or  

RT

he has got himself in decent physical 

water feature while all the guests were 

shape. We also both have a host of famous 

getting pissed indoors. I’ll bet Jeff’s  

friends. Kim Kardashian, Eva Longoria, 

already stressed about it – the nagging 

Katy Perry, Oprah Winfrey, Ivanka Trump 

ache in his lower back, fit as he is, cooking (and possibly her dad), Leonardo DiCaprio, 

slowly in his smart outfit under the searing Barbra Streisand… these are some of the 

Venetian sun, stomach rumbling, knowing 

guests believed to be attending the happy 

those Kardashian women are polishing  

PRODUCTION

couple’s big day. Me? Well, Andy McNab 

off all the canapés, and yet still Lauren  

came to my wedding in 1998, although 

is insisting on one more pouty pose  

we’ve lost touch in recent years. I’ve 

after another. 

also chatted to Mike Atherton and Tony 

Ah yes, Lauren. To be honest, my  

Cascarino in the office. Several times. 

bride-to-be would be my biggest concern. 

Given these uncanny parallels, 

To be specific, I’d worry about her outfit. 

I think it’s only fair – in fact it would be Obviously, old romantic as the Amazon 

CLIENT

madness not to – to ask the question: how 

baron is, Jeff won’t have seen the dress, 

much would I want to be in Jeff Bezos’s 

but I think we can all agree Lauren  

Clae Salazar sneakers (a snip, even a tad 

won’t be opting for something demurely 

cheapskaty, at $220) as he prepares to get 

high-necked. In recent photographs, 

hitched to the lovely Lauren? In Venice. 

Lauren’s boobs have threatened victory  

On a superyacht. With all that money. 

in their struggle for full liberation. It’d  

Well, the answer is not as straightforward 

be embarrassing if they finally broke  

as you might think. 

free at the altar. 

For starters, Jeff Bezos is bald. I am not 

And after the altar, mouthing along  

bald, and very much do not want to be 

to the hymns, the poor sod’s still got to  

bald. Jeff is apparently OK with being bald, get through the reception. I mean, that 

given he could afford a really top-notch 

guest list! It’s possible, I suppose, that 

transplant, like Jurgen Klopp, and hasn’t 

the groom genuinely likes his intended’s 

had one. Bezos is also two inches shorter 

celebrity mates (and fellow astronauts), 

than me. I’d need a fairly massive bribe  

but I doubt it. I suspect he wishes most 

to lose two inches and all my hair. But  

of them could have taken a rather longer 

I suppose, what with the $220 billion I’m 

flight than 10 minutes and 21 seconds. 

set to acquire, we could do business. 

Like, maybe check out Mars. Or better  

And also, for all his money, remember 

yet, Mercury. 

that Jeff has had to spend a fair chunk 

And after Katy Perry, with her dopey 

of the past few months pretending to be 

daisy, here comes Trump, upstaging the 

interested in the colour of the bridesmaids’ 

bride with his entourage, and there’s that 

dresses and the floral arrangements, and 

weirdo Musk and, oh no, who invited the 

whether they do a sit-down or buffet 

Argie nutter, the one with the sideburns 

spread. Lauren will, I guarantee, have 

and the chainsaw? 

been trying to pin down his preferences 

Rather you than me, pal, for all your 

on these and other matters, and he’ll have 

$220 billion. I’ll have just a bit of it, 

been pursing his lips and acting as if he’s 

though, if that’s OK. As much as you 

Y

wrestling with the choices, while inside 

earned in the time it took to read this. 

the whole buff Bezos body is screaming, 

How does that sound? Deal? n 

KENNED

“I don’t care! I don’t have an opinion. And 

AN D

even if I did, it wouldn’t matter.” 

 robert.crampton@thetimes.co.uk

© Times Media Limited, 2025. Published and licensed by Times Media Limited, 1 London Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF (020 7782 5000). Printed by Walstead Bicester Ltd, Oxfordshire. Not to be sold separately. 
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SAVE UP TO 

VERSION


£80


PER BREAK

This Summer, 


News_UK___Travel  

REPR



Escape Somewhere Special

O OP


A UK BREAK THAT HAS IT ALL — ADULT-ONLY COMFORT, ACTIVITIES, ENTERTAINMENT, AND UP TO £80 OFF

SUBS

ART

PRODUCTION

Studley Castle

CLIENT

Looking for a summer escape without  Fill your days your way — whether it’s the stress of airports and long queues? 

archery, paddleboarding, Nordic walking, or 

Warner Hotels offers the perfect UK break 

relaxing in the spa. Many locations also offer in 16 stunning adult-only locations — from 

exclusive sessions like gin tastings, garden the beauty of the Cotswolds to the charm of 

tours, and yoga. Spaces are limited, so we 

the Suffolk coast. Each hotel blends historic recommend pre-booking activities online or 

character with modern comfort, set in 

by phone before your break begins. 

peaceful grounds with everything included, 

from dining to daily entertainment. 

As the sun sets, 

Choose from coastal retreats like Bembridge 


the curtain rises. 

Coast Hotel on the Isle of Wight or Nidd 

Hall in the heart of Yorkshire’s countryside. 

Prefer grand heritage? Try Studley Castle 

Evenings at Warner are a real occasion, starting with a delicious three-course 

in Warwickshire or Thoresby Hall near 

dinner, followed by live entertainment every Sherwood Forest, a former 19th-century 

night. From West End-style tribute acts and 

house with acres of landscaped gardens. 

soul singers to stand-up comedians and lively Every hotel has its own personality — but the Heythrop Park

bands, our shows bring the perfect end to 

same warm Warner welcome. 

each day — and it’s all included in the price. 

Save up to £80 per break – Your perfect 2025 getaway awaits! 

Take advantage of our limited-time reader off er and secure your next escape. 

  Book online now at thetimes.com/warner

  Call 0808 134 3228, quoting TIMES2025           

(lines open Monday- Friday 9am to 7pm and Saturdays 9am to 4pm)

*Valid from 8am on 30 May, 2025 to midnight on 30 June, 2025.  Save up to £40 per person for breaks of 3 nights or more, or up to £20 per person for 2 night breaks. Only valid when booked using the relevant offer code. Not applicable to one night, Christmas and New Year breaks. Prices are ‘from’ per person, based on two people sharing standard accommodation with breakfast and dinner. The offer: (i) applies to new bookings only and cannot be applied retrospectively nor price matched; (ii) cannot be combined with any other offer or discount; (iii) cannot be exchanged for cash, equivalent or alternative; (iv) is only applicable on bookings up to 19 people; and (v) cannot be used on bookings with group benefi ts or bookings made through coach and travel operators. Accommodation, breakfast, dinner, entertainment, spa access and selected activities included. Subject to availability and change. Drinks and other food excluded, unless otherwise stated. Activities vary by site. Supplements apply to additional room features, upgrades, single occupants, early check in, late check out, VIP experience, afternoon tea, selected activities, golf, excursions, experiences, hires and spa treatments and other activities, add-ons and extras not included in the price of your break. Exclusions apply. Over 18s only. We reserve the right to change, remove or add breaks and withdraw or extend any offers without prior notice. Calls to 03 numbers from any line type cost no more than calls to geographic (01 or 02) numbers. Bourne Holidays Limited (trading as Warner Hotels) is registered in England and Wales with company no 01854900 at 1 Park Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP2 4YL. Full terms and conditions apply. 
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