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You've probably heard of the
leaning house and the flooded dream
home, as well as the disappearing
Detroit deposit taker — all of them
horrible tales. At the very least, almost
everyone has heard of someone being
ripped off or has screwed-up big time
themselves.

The challenge

The clients: Risk-adverse homeowners
with a Beaches abode in serious need
of a major overhaul. Insects, vermin,
moisture and general style exhaustion
is the best way to describe the home.
Fortunately, the original building (and
its 1970's porch and garage addition),
has, as they say, good bones.

The challenge? A new and tighter
building envelope, new interior layouts
and a whole suite of sexier finishes. For
a successful outcome, a prescriptive
path was laid out and followed closely
to avoid the sorry fate of those who
flew blind before them into similar
undertakings. These homeowners
were completely uninterested in a “me
too" tale of terror in another reno-
gone-wrong saga.

Before the work begins

In mid-2021, after scouring the
internet looking for images that
resonated with their personal style
profile, the homeowners compiled a
short-list of architecture and design-
build firms. An initial outreach and
series of discussions ensued, in a first-
date type of cross-table assessment.

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

Discussions were held about goals,
budgets, design leanings, company
systems and project insecurities.
High-level budgets were created
from preliminary assessments of the
existing home, and the stated goals.
Proposals were reviewed along with
project case studies of similarly scaled
undertakings and then the rubber hit
the proverbial road - it was decision
time. Who would get the contract?
Before signing on the dotted line,
there was a critical step of reference
verification. Calls to three past clients
were made, with a detailed set of
questions asked. Forty-five minutes-
to-an-hour-conversations took place
to best understand the process and
skill of each firm. Finally, a winner was
selected - Eurodale.

Time to sign

It was decided a design-build method
would be choosen versus an architect
and contractor-bid model, which was
fine with Eurodale, as it participates

in either fashion — designing and
building for clients directly or working
with architects to execute their artistic
vision for their clients. It depends on

several factors as to which is best
suited for a particular project, neither
being better or worse than the other,
just different. Often, a single design
and build agreement is executed at
this stage, but airing on the side of
caution, a design-only agreement
was put in place as a first step. This
allowed the clients to design and
budget out in detail what the final
project would be before committing
to the full construction with Eurodale,
and also ensured the permits could
be secured. Being on a ravine lot with
trees to protect and remove plus
zoning regulations that restricted what
was desired and the risk of neighbour
opposition, this provided security and
surety for the owners.

Approvals incoming

After months of designing and revising
project plans, submissions were

made for zoning reviews, committee
of adjustments, Toronto and Region
Conservation Authority (TCRA), ravine,
natural features and protections and
urban forestry. Lengthy approval
processes began with various city

of Toronto departments, with the
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home renovation
A three-year adventure ends well

Extreme -
. makeov
‘- BEACH EDITION

by BRENDAN CHARTERS

-

.

oronto’s real estate is some of the most talked about
bricks, sticks and mud in North America. A beacon for
local and foreign investment, virtually anything done

to a property would yield a return on investment (ROI)
unheard of in any other jurisdiction. With that type of
frothy growth come stories that can keep a homeowner
up at night. Shoddy work, fly-by-night contractors and
DIY disaster stories hit the media regularly.
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New fenestration that was increased
in size capitalized on the view and
improved general curb appeal and
energy efficiency.

The interior finishes were all
carefully installed and the heavy task
of addressing the exterior began. A
change to the roof slopes provided
for a better water shed and a grander
appearance. A false dormer (complete
with light and white background)
suggests the home now has a finished
attic space, a design element that
remained when budget cuts for
an actual primary suite within the
roof, fell off the to-do list. The wire
lathe cement stucco that a previous
renovator applied atop the original
brick was refastened for base stability
(it was delaminating) and a new thin
veneer brick was painstakingly applied,
along with a precast stone centre
tower and a skirt roof across the front
to provide depth, texture and visual
interest.

Finish line

What started three years ago finally
came to fruition on Labour Day 2024.
Tools were removed, the site cleaned

of waste and the owners moved back
into their new (old) home. The fears
that caused any initial trepidation had
long since faded. The due diligence
deployed by the client at the outset
served them well. The project team
was the perfect fit, the design met
their dreams, and the construction
was as precise as they had hoped. The
anxieties transformed into gratitude
and friendship with those whose
skilled craft made it all a reality. Not a
headline-grabber for the media, but
the most perfect outcome for those
who lived it. A reno gone right. They
happen, if you work at it upfront!

Brendan Charters is a founding partner at 1oronto design-build firm Eurodale Developments Inc., the 2020 BILD Renovator
of the Year. eurodale.ca, @eurodalehomes, 416.782.5690.

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025






index-31_1.jpg
eventual preliminary approvals
crystalizing in the fall of 2022, and the
commitment to construct the project
with Eurodale followed.

Bang bang, chop, chop
Construction started by gutting the
finishes inside the house and some
exploratory work on the exterior
building envelope. Some surprises
revealed themselves. Some were
positive, while others required
immediate attention (and more
money) and then a revised approach
to get to the goal — a home that
looked good and performed well long
term. Waterproofing, mechanical
adjustments to improve airflow and
reduce headroom space impacts
were engineered and executed. The
plumbing and electrical systems were
updated to ensure a safe and stable
home. The building envelope was
sealed tightly with spray foam.

renoanddecor.com
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he design trends for

this year are more than

aesthetic choices;

they reflect a desire

for meaningful,

sustainable living. From
sculptural lighting to the thoughtful
use of vintage decor and natural
materials, this year's homes celebrate
individuality and craftsmanship. By
integrating these trends, you can
create spaces that are as personal as
they are functional.

Warm wood tones @@ @

Cosy, nature-inspired interiors are bringing warm
wood tones back into focus. Rich walnut, golden
oak and classic teak are making waves in floors,
cabinetry and furniture, adding character and
texture to modern designs. Live-edge tables and
wood-panelled accent walls — yes, that retro '60s
vibe is back — create grounding focal points that
connect interiors to the natural world.

e Mol o

Jane Lockhart highlights that a
KITCHEN can be streamlined but
still pop with personality.

Photo: Larry Arnal

Streamlined kitchens ® @@

“Kitchens are taking a sleek, streamlined approach this year,”
explains interior designer Jane Lockhart of Jane Lockhart Design.
“Hidden storage solutions, integrated appliances and minimalist
cabinetry create a seamless aesthetic that blends effortlessly

into open living areas.” This style of kitchen design offers easy-
to-clean surfaces and an uncomplicated layout that for many
people, is easy to live with. “Paired with wood elements and
textured stone, these kitchen spaces radiate simplicity and
warmth, proving that less can indeed be more,” says Lockhart.

The LIGHTING, designed by
Jaclyn Genovese, is a work of art,
adding depth to this living space.

Statement

lighting ®@@®
Lighting is stepping into the
spotlight in 2025. Oversized
pendants, sculptural fixtures
and textured finishes redefine
how we illuminate spaces.
“Statement lighting isn't just
about brightening a space

— it's a sculptural moment,

a pause in the narrative of a
space,” says Jaclyn Genovese,
principal designer and owner
of Spaces by JacFlash. “The
right fixture draws the eye,
sparks curiosity and anchors
the design, weaving together
light, shadow and form

to create an atmosphere

that feels intentional and
effortlessly lived in.”

34
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design trends

Trﬁﬂds that will shape

modern homes in the new year

Focus

by SARA DUCK

Carved pattern double bathroom
VANITY. $4,199. westelm.ca
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Personalize your space with custom
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statement

by DOROTHY TSUI » photos JAMES LEE

hen it comes to home
renovations, the two most
frequent requests from
homeowners are for more
functional storage and for
custom designed elements
that add a personal touch.
Combine the two, and
you end up with something magical. Well-planned custom
cabinetry will completely transform your space and is the
secret to creating a home that's organized, functional and
uniquely yours.
While custom cabinetry is often associated with large
spaces, it's becoming an increasingly popular choice for
homes of all sizes. It's all about maximizing every inch of

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

space, while also reflecting your distinct sense of style.
Custom cabinets are no longer just about storage; they are
a key part of your home's overall aesthetic.

However, before diving into a project, it's important to
first evaluate how each room in your home is used. This will
allow the cabinetry to serve its function and look beautiful,
too.

Function first

Certain areas of the home, such as closets, a pantry and a
mudroom, are dedicated primarily to storage. These spaces
are all about practicality and efficiency, where function
trumps form. Cabinetry should reflect that. In these spaces,
you'll likely want to prioritize organization and maximize
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Pattern mixing ® @@

This year, embrace your mix-master with interesting pattern
combinations. Layering florals, geometrics and stripes create

a playful yet harmonious look. Balancing bold and subdued
designs ensures visual flow, while carefully curated colour
palettes keep spaces cohesive. Statement wallpapers make a
return, acting as the perfect backdrop to eclectic furnishings
and layered textiles. The result? Playful, personality-filled spaces
that feel dynamic and original.

Photo: Jagged Lens

In the space above, designed
by Sansa Interiors, VINTAGE
LIGHTING and an upcycled
Victorian-style FIREPLACE
set the scene for a classic and
contemporary look.

Sustainability + vintage ® @@
Eco-conscious design continues to influence interiors,
with vintage decor taking centre stage. From heirloom-
quality furniture to retro accents, second-hand items
inject personality and history into a space, while
reducing environmental impact. “When it comes to
finding great vintage pieces, skip scrolling online

and explore in person,” advises interior designer Katy
Mitchell of Sansa Interiors. “It is the only way to get a
true sense of their character and craftsmanship.”

With more than 15 years’ experience
as a magazine edior, writer and
content creator, Sara brings her
passion for design and decor to our
pages each issue.

Instagram: @bysaraduck

renoanddecor.com
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Tall cabinets that extend up to the
ceiling can provide extra storage for
items you don't use every day, such
as seasonal cookware or appliances.
If full-length cabinets aren't an
option, consider adding shelves
above countertops or the sink for
storing dishes, decorative items or
frequently used ingredients. You

can also install hooks or pegs on
the walls to hang utensils, mugs or
kitchen towels.

Use mult-functional
furniture and fixtures

When space is at a premium, multi-
functional furniture and fixtures can

be a game-changer. Look for space-
saving pieces such as a pull-out
pantry, folding tables or a compact
kitchen island with built-in storage. An
island can serve multiple purposes: It
can provide additional counter space
for meal prep, function as a dining
area for quick meals, and include
hidden storage for pots, pans or
kitchen gadgets.

Find unique storage
()l)l)()l'[lll]lll(‘S

In a small kitchen, creative and

unique storage solutions are essential.
Optimize hidden storage opportunities
to make the best use of the space.

renoanddecor.com
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small kitchen can
often feel cramped
and uninspiring,
but with the right
design choices,
you can transform
it into a stylish and
functional space. Elevating a small
kitchen is all about maximizing the use
of available space while making it feel
larger and more open. Whether you're
working with limited square footage
or simply want to make the most of
a cosy kitchen, there are plenty of

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

kitchens

by NATHALIA HARA « photos MIKE CHAJECKI

ways to enhance its aesthetic and
functionality.

Here's how to elevate a small
kitchen, regardless of its size.

The colours you choose for your small
kitchen can make a huge difference in
how spacious and airy it feels. Shades
such as white, cream and soft pastels
reflect light, creating the illusion of

a larger space. If you prefer bold

colours, consider incorporating them
in smaller doses, such as through
accents such as backsplash tiles,
cabinet hardware, or accessories. A
bright white or light gray can help
open the room up, while warm hues
such as soft beige or muted sage
green can add warmth without feeling
too dark or overwhelming.

In small kitchens, floor space is
often limited, so it's essential to take
advantage of your vertical space.
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Being creative is crucial in a small
kitchen. As mentioned, pull-out pantry
shelves are space-saving storage
choices, as are lazy Susans, or pull-
out spice racks that maximize deep
cabinets. Open shelving is another
great option for storing frequently
used items in an easily accessible
manner. Consider using the kick plate
area beneath cabinets for pull-out
drawers, perfect for flat items such as
baking sheets or cleaning supplies. By
utilizing every corner and nook, you
can make the most of the available
space.

Good lighting is crucial for elevating
the ambience of a small kitchen.
Combine different layers of lighting,
such as task, ambient and accent
lighting to make the space feel
brighter and more inviting. Under-
cabinet lighting can illuminate
countertops and add a modern touch,
while pendant lights above the kitchen
island or dining area create a cosy and

functional focal point. If your kitchen
lacks natural light, consider warm,
soft lighting that mimics daylight to
brighten up the space without making
it feel harsh.

In a small kitchen, bulky appliances
can take up valuable space and make
the room feel crowded. Look for
sleek, space-saving appliances that are
designed for compact spaces. A slim
refrigerator, built-in dishwasher and an
under-cabinet microwave can free up
space for storage and on counters.

You can create a warm and inviting
atmosphere in a small kitchen by
adding personal touches. Consider
hanging a piece of art on the wall,
adding a few plants for a touch

of greenery or displaying unique
dishware or kitchen accessories. A
stylish rug can also help define the

28 RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

space and add warmth underfoot.
Finally, one of the best ways to
elevate a small kitchen is to embrace
minimalism. Keep countertops clear
of unnecessary appliances or clutter,
and only leave out items that you use
regularly. A clutter-free kitchen will
feel more open and inviting, making
the most of the space you have.
Store excess items away in cabinets
or drawers and avoid overcrowding
shelves.

— rh V,“ .
Uucgliv 1

Elevating a small kitchen is all about
smart design choices that maximize
space, enhance functionality and add
style. By focusing on light colours,
vertical storage, multi-functional
furniture and sleek appliances, you
can make even the smallest kitchen
feel larger and more inviting. With

a little creativity and thoughtful
planning, your small kitchen can
become a beautiful and efficient
space that meets all your cooking and
everyday needs.

Designer Nathalia Hara is the co-founder and principal designer for One Group Design + Build, which provides fill-service
design and new-build construction and renovation in Toronto, the GTA, Florida and New York. onegroupbuild.com
1G: @onegroupdesignbuild
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and garden projects, find the
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authentic spaces to create timeless
elegance. Then she'll pepper in
trendier pieces through paint, decor
and accessories.

McNab, owner of Fifteen Twelve
Home Co., says a successful home
renovation doesn’t depend entirely on
trends, but rather on careful planning.

“The old saying goes, ‘if you fail
to plan, you plan to fail,” she says.
“Careful consideration and planning
make for fewer mistakes, and less
budget-creep overall.”

Key indicators

With inflation and rising costs still
top-of-mind for many homeowners,
affordability is probably a key trend

in 2025. Drawing up a budget — and
sticking to it — will be the pathway to a
successful project.

“So many people leave out
considering the budget,” says McNab.
“Inflation has made it so that materials
we once thought were affordable and
attainable simply aren’t. Knowing how
much things cost and making that fit
into the budget or having a back-
up plan for how you will substitute
instead for a similar look, is a really
good idea and something to keep in
mind with the overall plan.”

As for for specifics, she notes that
popular choices are warm tones,
lots of woods and the durability and
beauty of tile and stone.

' M”“'NJ J
N Hi‘,"ih

Creative endeavours

“In 2025, interior design is all about
making spaces your own,” says
Richards. “Gone are the days of
cookie-cutter homes filled with
mass-produced pieces. | think you
can use big box pieces but use them
in creative ways to make them your
own. Think painting it with a new hue
or swapping out hardware.”

She also encourages people to
embrace personal expression through
custom furniture, unique artwork
and meaningful decor. Whether it's
incorporating a family heirloom,
showcasing travel mementos, or
commissioning a one-of-a-kind
art piece, the focus is on creating
a home that truly reflects who you
are. She suggests that a good design
direction to take blends rich textures,
moody colours and sustainable
practices.

5 @
What’s in

One of the standout trends for 2025
is the resurgence of natural, warm

Photo:White

materials. "Rich wood tones, stone
surfaces and earthy textures are being
used in abundance to create spaces
that feel grounded, welcoming and
timeless,” says Richards.

“The new year will embrace bold,
moody colours to create immersive,
dramatic interiors.” She suggests deep
greens, midnight blues and burnt
oranges will be prominent throughout
homes, giving spaces a sense of
warmth and depth, and adds that
these colours are especially popular
for accent walls, bedrooms and
statement furniture pieces.

Paint is one of the most budget-
friendly ways to transform a room.

“A fresh coat of paint in one of these
rich tones can completely change

the atmosphere of a space,” she says.
“Deciding to paint an entire room

a bold shade of green when you
currently have white walls may be a bit
daunting. Instead, incorporate these
colours through accessories such as
throw pillows, art, rugs and curtains to
give your room a luxe feel without the
heavy cost and commitment.”

renoanddecor.com
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HOW O change your home reno

and decor landscape in the new year

60

Personality t

enew, refresh,
renovate. Every New
Year is a chance to
redefine your life and
style, and the simplest
way to do that is
through a home
renovation or decor update. This can
be as simple as adding an area rug or
as elaborate as a complete re-do of
the kitchen, but any way you slice it, a

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

change can be what you need in the
new year.

For 2025, the trend is to personalize,

a home refresh that reflects your own
taste, traits and style. Two up-and-
coming Calgary-based designers,
Brittany McNab and Abby Richards
who will be at the Calgary Home +
Garden Show Feb. 27- March 2, share
their ideas on what the home design
landscape will look like in 2025.

Photo: Fifteen Twelve Home Co

traits

R RODRIGUEZ

“If you turn to social media, you will
be inundated with all manner of lists
of 'this year's trends,” says Richards,
owner of White House on the Prairie
Designs. “But rather than having an
ever-evolving list of ‘do’s" and ‘do
nots’, | like to instead think of the
decor trends as design directions.”

She says she does not follow trends
and instead, leans into neutrals,
natural materials and personal
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LIVING ¢/c.

by SARA DUCK

Update your space with the latest in home decor

For those who cherish the artistry
of Italian cuisine, there’'s something
profoundly satisfying about crafting

fresh pasta by hand the traditional

way. Imagine the tactile pleasure
of rolling delicate sheets of dough
and skillfully shaping them into
various pasta shapes guided by
tools designed for perfection.
Made in Italy with a commitment
to craftsmanship, this set includes
everything you need to embrace
this culinary ritual, from cutters
for various pasta forms to clear
instructions that make the process
approachable for beginners and
purists alike. Pasta starter set. $115.
williams-sonoma.ca

Mocha

MOUSSE

.+ TURN THE °.
..+ " PAGEFOR MORE,
: FINDSIN  °

PANTONE’S

: Jerome right-facing sectional SOFA
+in brown. $2,799. structube.com

*. COLOUR OF .”
- THE YEAR -
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RENO+DECOR reaches more qualified readers than any
other home improvement publication. Our readers are
looking for project ideas and connections to professionals
that specialize in home improvement, design and
construction. Within our colourful, informative format, we
can highlight your business, product or service in the best
possible way: with creative advertising and/or informative
articles and profiles. It's the best way to get your business
the valuable exposure it needs!

Next issue ad deadline | Distribution starts

MARCH 4, 2025 MARCH 22, 2025

Experience The Extraordina
Sssenind 204.782.8692 | [ =

at renowow.ca

Vote for your
favourite kitchen

National Kitchen + Bath Association Ontario Chapter's
People’s Choice Award

Retail Value:

$1,779

[A\V/AV/AN

24-inch
Undercounter
Wine/Wine-
Beverage Cooler,
Dual-Zone,
French Door

' .

NmA ‘ mB \ Media Sponsor
Enter at renoanddecor.com RENO+DECOR
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Brighten ve
vourkitchen

ADD A SPLASH OF COLOUR
WITH THESE VIBRANT PICKS

by SARA DUCK

1. Dolce & Gabbana stovetop moka ESPRESSO MAKER in carretto by Bialetti. From $165. williams-sonoma.ca

2. Yellow TOASTER by Kate Spade. $99. amazon.ca

3. Two-piece CUTTING BOARD set by GreenlLife. S27. amazon.ca

4. CUTLERY set, 24-pieces by Play! S701. villeroy-boch.ca

5. The smart KETTLE luxe in olive tapenade. S300. breville.com

6. Porcelain PLATE. $15. hm.com

7. 50’s style REFRIGERATOR with LED lighting and bottom freezer by Smeg. $2,999. bestbuy.ca

8. Stanley Tucci ceramic non-stick essential STANLEY PAN in carrara white by GreenPan. $289. williams-sonoma.ca
9. BRAISER in chambray by Le Creuset. From $S349. lecreuset.ca

10. Six-quart touchscreen AIR FRYER by Drew Barrymore in sage green. $150. walmart.ca
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“For 2025, we look to a mellow brown hue whose
inherent richness and sensorial and comforting
warmth extends further into our desire for
comfort and the indulgence of simple pleasures
that we can gift and share with others,” says Laurie
Pressman, vice-president of the Pantone Color
Institute.

Tiffany & Co.'s newly reimagined boutique at Toronto’s
Yorkdale Shopping Centre is a haven for design enthusiasts.
Designed by renowned architectural firm SANAA, the space
features a striking fagade of 32,000 glass bricks framed

in polished aluminium, highlighting Tiffany’s mastery in
transforming raw materials into art. Inside, the boutique

pairs its iconic jewellery collections with an elegant lifestyle
assortment, including exquisite tableware, glassware, flatware
and decor items such as ornaments, blankets, cushions and
candles. This space redefines luxury living with a perfect fusion
of art, design and craftsmanship. tiffany.ca

1. Belgian linen lumbar PILLOW in
bronze. From $126. potterybarn.ca

2. Witten fabric CHAIR. $449.
mobilia.ca

3. Emiri area RUG. $199. mobilia.ca

4. '50s retro-style aesthetic KETTLE
by Smeg. $330. wayfair.ca

1. Wisteria dinner PLATE. $255. | 2. Tiffany COFFEE CUPS in bone China.
$570 for set of five. | 3. BLANKET in beige and morganite pink cashmere and
wool. $2,150. | 4. TIFFANY FACETS large bowl in bone China. 10.2-in wide
by 3.7-in high. $415

renoanddecor.com 21
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Western Canada’s
Building & Construction
Industries

Reno + Decor subscribers save 15% with code BXV25RENO
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beauty -

Elegant and functional, glass accessories i! ["
bring a timeless charm that enhances -
modern and classic kitchens alike.

Borosilicate glass and wood butter DISH. $36.
Borosilicate glass and wood CRUET SET. $70.
Borosilicate glass TEAPOT. $40.

Borosilicate glass MUG AND SAUCER. S16.
All zarahome.ca

Cutting-edge COO kware

Award-winning actor and New York Times bestselling author, Stanley Tucci,
has teamed up with GreenPan to create a cookware collection that redefines
kitchen essentials. Made in Italy with cutting-edge technology, this versatile
pan features a PFAS-free ceramic non-stick surface enhanced by Plasma
Tech treatment for unmatched durability. Its innovative woven induction
base ensures even heating on all cooktops, while a large surface area and
ergonomic stainless-steel handle cater to everyday cooking. Pictured: Tucci
with the ceramic non-stick junior essential Stanley pan, by Stanley Tucci for
GreenPan. $220. williams-sonoma.ca

SMART
COOKING

Simply Jamie Fast & Simple Food
by Jamie Oliver is the ultimate
cookbook for busy people, offering
effortless recipes designed to

fit easily into your routine. With
chapters such as Midweek Meals,
One-Pan Dinners, and Pantry
Love, it delivers everything from
15-minute dishes to pantry-based
lifesavers. Smart weekend recipes
double as leftover solutions,
turning cooking into an inspiring,
time-saving joy. $45. amazon.ca
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EDMONTON — \; 1 Don’t miss

Home Network’s

H O IVl E Z Scott McGillivray

+GARDEN
MAR. 27-30

Edmonton
Expo Centre

,,,,,,

Are you ready to tackle your COURTESY 0F=<&9 ALL WEATHER
N AT HOME
to-do list? For all your home and / *Gn|Regular Adile Admission Only

garden projects, find the help
you need to get it done at the
Edmonton Home & Garden Show. |
Connect with hundreds of trusted \\
experts, including Scott McGillivray “ ' Sponsors:

from Home Network. From kitchen
SieepCountry flavour

and bath to decks and landscaping,
>Cloverdale Paint @y ALL WEATHER
AT HOME'

SCAN QR CODE
& BUY TICKETS
ONLINE

Promo Code:

discover the latest trends, find

innovative solutions, and get 3 Home - s
practical advice. Y e \GREENFOX  “EITTER

PRODUCED BY
MARKETPLACE

EDMONTONHOMEANDGARDENSHOW.COM ! EVENTS
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NO CLUE WHAT TO WATCH?

MAGNUM, P.I.
WEEKDAYS AT 5PM ET

SISTER BONIFACE MYSTERIES
MONDAYS AT 8PM ET

DE I EC I IVES MURDOCH MYSTERIES
WEEKDAYS AT 6PM ET
|

MURDER, SHE WROTE
WEEKDAYS AT 7PM ET

OF
§ . VISION

COLUMBO
THURSDAYS AT 8PM ET

WEEKDAYS 3PM-10PM ET

ROGERS 60 / XFINITY EAST 221 WEST 571 OR SAY “VISION TV”
BELL 1161/ FIBE 1213 | TELUS OPTIK 871 | SHAW DIRECT 281
OR CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS SEE FULL SCHEDULE AT VISIONTV.CA
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DURABLE AND LOW-MAINTENANCE
VINYL AND ALUMINUM CONSTRUCTION

ALUMINUM-CLAD EXTERIOR, OFFERED IN
AN ATTRACTIVE SELECTION OF COLOURS

SLEEK, LOW-PROFILE
HARDWARE DESIGN

ENERGY-EFFICIENT DUAL-PANE AND
TRI-PANE LOW-E GLASS OPTIONS

26% LOWER PROFILE FRAME
INCREASES GLASS AREA

UP TO 22% BETTER
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

= H N [ &%

With the unique changes of our Canadian climate, the demand for energy-efficient products that can stand up to the
elements is higher than ever. JELD-WEN of Canada proudly introduces the groundbreaking JWC8500 series window
—a perfect blend of style, performance, and energy savings, meticulously engineered to exceed expectations.
Our newest JELD-WEN® window, the JWC8500 hybrid option exceeds performance, in all regions of Canada,
offering an aluminum-clad exterior finish with an exquisite selection of colours to choose from.

Discover the advantages of JELD-WEN of Canada’s most energy-efficient window. Our 8500 series windows are
2030-rated to meet Canada‘s U-Factor 0.14 (U.S./I-P) / 0.82 (Metric/SI) or ER 44 building codes, and are designed
to significantly reduce energy costs while ensuring year-round comfort in your home.

Tailored to meet the regional needs of homeowners, our windows are the perfect fit when planning
a renovation or new home build, seamlessly blending functionality and style to suit any project.

Discover the JWC8500 series window from JELD-WEN of Canada—and experience the future of home comfort and efficiency.

JELD'WEN

HIGH
HAUTE EFFICACITE
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Fack e black

BLACK KITCHEN ACCESSORIES ARE THE
ULTIMATE STYLE STATEMENT, ADDING BOLD
SOPHISTICATION AND A CONTEMPORARY
EDGE TO ANY CULINARY SPACE

1

1. Beautiful two-slice touchscreen TOASTER by Drew Barrymore. $70. walmart.ca

2 Nordic one-light PENDANT in walnut/black. $188. canadalightingexperts.com

3. Ceylon single-handle matte black kitchen FAUCET with pull-down spray head by Pfister. $280.
rona.ca

4 Drop-in or under-mount single kitchen SINK by Allen + Roth. $460. rona.ca

5. Salerno freestanding side-by-side REFRIGERATOR in black with antique brass handles by Forno.
$1,299. homedepot.ca

6. Moka black six-cup ESPRESSO MAKER by Bialetti. $85. crateandbarrel.ca

7. Porcelain mosaic wall TILE by Style Selections. $130 per box. rona.ca

8. Twenty-piece FLATWARE SET in matte black. $339. fable.com

22 RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025
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This project was
not just about
decorating a space
= 15 & [eflecuon
of a story curated

over Ziwm

bold custom olive-green chair that
blends effortlessly with the natural
light pouring in through windows
framed in white that seamlessly
integrate with the architecture.
Existing furniture was upcycled and
reupholstered.

A standout feature of the space is
the section between the seating areas.
A mirror and a sideboard serve as a
focal point, while dividing the spaces.
Behind the mirror, textured wallpaper
adds depth and complements the
surrounding artwork, which was
created by the client’s daughter,
artist Logan Zatzman, and brings the
room to life. One striking piece is a
bold canvas that adds colour and
vibrancy to the dining area and is
placed intentionally in juxtaposition
with artwork in the living area that
is a subtle white-on-white canvas
of flowers made of plaster. Here is

another personal connection woven
throughout the design.

Antique candelabras passed down
from the client's grandmother, an
oversized tree trunk coffee table with
a glass top with a backgammon board
displayed on it, contribute to the
layered and intentional aesthetic.

The choice of a white carpet in
the living area may seem daring, but
its resilience (which was tested with
wine and chocolate) made it the

ideal contribution to the understated
elegance of the room.

@O®® Personal narrative

This project was not just about
decorating a space — it's a reflection of
a story curated over time, where every
detail serves a purpose. With a balance
of minimalism and whimsy, this is now
a home that feels both deeply personal
and undeniably sophisticated.

Amanda Aerin is the founder and owner of Amanda Aerin Interior Design, a 1oronto-based luxury design firm specializing in
creating stunning and personalized interior spaces. amanda-aerin.com

renoanddecor.com
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Bold and
contemporary
living and

dining yoomf

Storied

en it comes to

creating spaces that

are contemporary

and deeply personal,

it's important to
really listen to, and understand, a
homeowner's vision. One of my latest
projects is a perfect example of creating
a bold and contemporary living and
dining room, while respecting my
client’s eclectic style and desire for
spaces that tell a story.

Design is not merely about
aesthetics — it's about intention. Here,
the client had a whimsical approach
and wanted every piece to be unique

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

by AMANDA AERIN photos ARNAL PHOTOGRAPHY

and deeply personal, making every
detail, from the custom-made dining
table to the curated art, purposeful in
its a narrative.

@®@®® Decliberate
details in dining

At the heart of the dining space is

a custom dining table with a base
crafted from three U-shaped wooden
pieces stained in different colours.
The owner and | had fun beating the
base with chains and hammers to

Talk about a table with a story behind

create a textured, lived-in appearance.

it! Carved with the client’'s name, it
reveals a personal touch when guests
are seated, offering a glimpse into the
client’s personality — and perhaps a
topic of conversation.

Above the table hangs a series of five
pendant lights, each at varying heights
and featuring different colours. This
warm and eclectic arrangement adds
drama and playfulness to the space.

@®O®® Bold moves

The living area continues the theme
of intentional design. To bring a
touch of the outside in, we added a
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Purchase financing made simple.

Provide your customers

with a flexible way to pay

Partner with humm today

Customers get an application Increase.purChase
decision within minutes conversion by an

(o) *
Low-fixed interest rate offered R of 30%
to all approved customers'

Flexible repayment plans for customers
Increase customer loyalty and satisfaction

Get paid next business day

E 2 T
Scan to learn how

humm can help grow
your business

*Source: RBC Capital Market

e¥

*All applications are sulbject to credit approvi%\: |
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IﬂSightS from HAVAN's podcast

Measure Twice, Cut Once

Build ano

designrigh

THE FIRST TIME

hen it comes to
building or renovating
a home, the stakes
are high. Mistakes can
lead to costly delays, disputes, or
compromises that diminish the final
result. That's why HAVAN's podcast,
Measure Twice, Cut Once, is an
invaluable resource for homeowners
looking to build or renovate.
The podcast connects listeners
with industry professionals who
share their expertise on navigating
the complexities of homebuilding,
renovation and design. Co-hosts
Jennifer-Lee Gunson of jpod Creations
and Mike Freedman of Al Technology
and Design, ask the questions
homeowners need answered, ensuring
projects are done right the first time.

LEARN FROM THE EXPERTS
Bryan Baeumler, of HGTV fame,
featured in episode #68, underscores
the value of assembling a strong team
early. “Getting the right team in place
early — a designer, a builder, and even
legal and financial advisors — can save
you time, money and headaches. Too
often, people try to cut corners, and it
ends up costing them more in the end.”

Graeme Huguet, founder and
general manager, My House Design/
Build Team. “It's not just about hiring
professionals; it's about collaboration.
A great team will work together to
ensure that every detail — from design
to construction — is aligned with your
goals and budget.”

Builders and designers play pivotal
roles in turning a vision into reality.
From site assessments and zoning
considerations to material choices
and energy efficiency standards, these

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

professionals guide homeowners
through every stage of the process.
The podcast dives deep into these
topics, offering practical tips and real-
world examples to help homeowners
make informed decisions.

PLANNING FOR SUCCESS
Building or renovating is not just about
aesthetics; it's about creating a space
that functions well for years to come.
Proper planning is critical. On Measure
Twice, Cut Once, experts discuss how
thoughtful design enhances form

and function, ensuring homes meet
needs while blending seamlessly with
surroundings.

Baeumler shares his perspective.

“A well-thought-out plan is the
foundation of any successful project.
It's not just about making something
look good; it's about creating a space
that works for your lifestyle now and in
the future.”

Listeners also learn about the
benefits of prioritizing energy
efficiency, such as incorporating
net-zero ready features that reduce
environmental impact while saving
money. The podcast explores
innovative solutions that maximize
space and improve livability.

AVOIDING

COMMON PITFALLS

Measure Twice, Cut Once. This age-

old advice highlights the importance

of planning and attention to detail.

By listening to the experiences of

seasoned professionals, homeowners

can avoid common mistakes that lead

to unnecessary stress and expense.
Baeumler warns against rushing into

projects without proper preparation.

“The biggest mistakes happen when
people skip steps. They're excited to get
started, but without proper planning,
things can quickly go off the rails.”

Huguet highlights the importance
of communication. “Many problems
arise because of misunderstandings or
assumptions. Regular check-ins with
your team ensure everyone is on the
same page, reducing the risk of costly
surprises.”

From understanding municipal
permitting delays to navigating family
dynamics in multi-generational living
arrangements, the podcast provides
actionable insights to anticipate
challenges and address them
proactively.

A COMMUNITY

OF KNOWLEDGE

By featuring a range of expert voices -
from builders and designers to lawyers
and financial advisors — the podcast
creates a collaborative space for
listeners to gain a holistic understanding
of the homebuilding process. Success
often comes from teamwork and
leveraging the expertise of others.

TUNE IN AND
BUILD SMARTER
Whether you're planning a major
renovation, building a custom home,
or curious about the homebuilding
industry, HAVAN's Measure Twice,
Cut Once podcast is a must-listen.
Episodes break down complex topics
into easy-to-understand insights,
making it an essential tool for building
smarter and avoiding costly mistakes.
Visit havan.ca/measuretwicecutonce
or subscribe on your favourite podcast
platform today.
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Reliable.
Committed
Responsive.

Words you wouldn’t typically use to describe a contractor.

At RenoMark, we want to change your outlook on renovation contractors.
That’s why we developed a code of conduct that all our professional
contractors follow, including a detailed written contract for every job, backed
by a one-year warranty, and a guarantee that you’ll hear back within two
business days.

To find a reliable, committed, responsive contractor, visit RenoMark.ca

RenoMark.ca

Qe Renovate Your Expectations
MaRx 0F
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Your Biggest Home Building
MEASURE Questions Answered by the Pros.
TWICE

Listen Now!

{=} HAVAN PODCAST

havan.ca/measuretwicecutonce @ Apple Podcasts  €) Spotify
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@humm

Financing made simple.

FINANCING
MADE SIMPLE

Humm Canada provides flexible
financing plans of up to $30,000
through a quick, fully digital
application  process. We help
businesses attract new customers,
improve cash flow and close higher-
value purchases.

HUMM CANADA

1G: @hummcanada
FB: shophummCA

www.shophumm.com/en-ca/

STEEL FRENCH
PATIO DOORS

JELD-WEN®  steel French patio
doors are an excellent investment
for homeowners planning a new
home build or renovation. They
offer energy efficiency, strength,
security and are available in various
customizations, such as eye-catching
colours, finishes, panel designs and
glass inserts. Experience the view of a
lifetime with top-performing doors at
jeld-wen.ca.

JELD-WEN®

jeld-wen.ca

LAMINAM NOIR DESIR

Laminam crafts premium ltalian
porcelain slabs that unite beauty,
durability, and innovation, creating
sustainable surfaces for every space.
From countertops to cladding, for
indoor and outdoor use, experience
unparalleled performance and
timeless elegance.

LAMINAM
CANADA LTD.

905.669.6679
1G: @laminam_northamerica
FB: northamerica.laminam
laminam.com

51 Graniteridge Rd, Concord, ON L4K 5M9

MILO

Make a strong first impression
with the most faithful woodgrain
in fiberglass doors — a remarkably

refined and durable door by
MASTERGRAIN™, a fully integrated
Canadian manufacturer of premium
fiberglass entry door systems.
MASTERGRAIN provides the widest
range of product designs and colour
options to the market.

MASTERGRAIN

800.782.0559
sales@mastergrain.com

mastergrain.com
6260-13 Hwy 7, Woodbridge, ON L4H 4G3

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

KITCHEN AND BATHROOM

We transform kitchens and bathrooms
into exquisite and efficient areas. We
carry out each project from Design
to installation, offering high-quality
custom cabinetry and renovation
services. We commit to getting to
know our clients and meeting their
expectations as soon as they contact
us for a consultation.

Let us bring your vision to life!

MONACO KITCHEN
CONCEPT

289.834.4425
1G: @monacokitchenconcept
FB: monacokitchenconcept

monacokitchenconcept.ca
3075 Ridgeway Dr. Unit 3, Miss. ON L5L 5M6

MISTERIO GOLD
Established in 2002, Vicostone has
grown and is now one of the top
3 largest suppliers of engineered
stone countertops to the global
market. Using the most advanced
techniques in the industry and the
latest technology from Breton S.p.A.
of ltaly, Vicostone is in constant
innovation to provide timeless design
combined with unparalleled quality
and ingenuity.

VICOSTONE
CANADA INC

905.760.7888 « 613.739.8888

vicostone.ca
341 Edgeley Blvd, Vaughan, ON L4K 3Y2
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Kitchen
Bath

Exhibition & Conference

SEE YOU
NEXT TIME!

 Stone

EDITION wen Canada

DEFINING THE FUTURE OF KITCHEN,
BATH, AND STONE INDUSTRIES

The 2024 Kitchen+Bath Canada and StoneTech Canada Expo celebrated
its 4th edition, bringing together 100+ exhibitors and thousands of
attendees from Canada and around the globe.

Over the past 5 years, KBC and STC have helped exhibitors achieve
incredible results:

. Connected with top buyers and decision-makers in the kitchen,
bath, and stone industries.
of exhibitors report increased visibility and leads in the Canadian
P market.
. Boosted and with major players in the
industry.

Stay informed and discover the latest updates about our events by visiting
our websites and

This is a really good show. Talking to a
couple people that are doing cabinets and
2 5 O O + 1 O O + 2 O + countertops so it's great to see multiple
Industries this is a great show to see the
different equipment all in one place. We've

PROFESSIONAL EXHIBITING BRANDS + 10 got all the different saw companies here a
ATTENDEES + BUYERS NEW PRODUCTS RARTICIPATING EOUNTRIES couple digital templating companies. If

you haven't attended the show you, should

definitely come down and check it out
1 2 8 7 0/ 8 1 0/ from design and Cabinetry for the kitchen
0 0 and bath side but also the new technology

on the StoneTech side is great to see.

CONFERENCE SESSIONS +
OF EXHIBITORS ARE LIKELY OF ATTENDEES WERE VERY
LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS TO RETURN IN 2025 SATISFIED WITH THE SHOW

STEVEN MORAN
FLEXIJET NORTH AMERICA

CONNECT WITH US

ﬁ @KBCEXPO KBCEXPO.COM
@STONETECHCANADA  STONETECHCANADA.COM
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Reno + Decor

Inspiration for all your
home needs. From
decorating ideas

to renovation tips

and expert advice, we
help you create your
dream homel!

F‘f recelve our
 magazinesat =
your front door!

Recelve every edition
of your favourite home —
decor + design inspiration !

To get the latest real estate news, deals '
and offers, sign up to our e-newsletters! w

. To get started visit: - |
nexthome. ca/corporate/subscan~1
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SHOW 8

BC Place Stadium

Are you ready to tackle your
to-do list? For all your home

and garden projects, find the help
you need to get it done at the
BC Home & Garden Show. Connect
with hundreds of trusted experts,
including Design Expert & TV
Personality, Sarah Richardson.
From kitchen and bath to decks
and landscaping, discover the latest
trends, find innovative solutions
and get practical advice.

BCHOMEANDGARDENSHOW.COM

+GARDEN £~ 4

Don t miss Design Expert
& TV Personality
Sarah Richardson

My Houce

COURTESY OF: Vandenberg

LANDSCAPES

*On Regular Adult Admission Only

SCAN QR CODE
& BUY TICKETS
ONLINE

Promo Code:
Sponsors:

SleepCountry

NNNNNNN

{ BCHydro

Power smart
Vandenberg
My House

DESIGN/BUILD/TEAM

flavour

PRODUCED BY

MARKETPLACE
EVENTS
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Kitchen

CONFIDENTIAL

10

istorically, most kitchens
were located at the back
of the house, closed off
from view so that what
went on the kitchen,
stayed in the kitchen. Compact or
capacious, this much-used room has
evolved over the years to embrace
cooking and meal-prep, opening up
the space for everyone to see and
admire. From stylish storage solutions
and smart appliances to centre
islands, durable tile, stone countertops
and inspiring backsplashes, clever
designs in today’s kitchens speak to
a homeowner's personal aesthetic,
needs and desires. There is a style to

PEPPER RODRIGUEZ
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR,
ALBERTA

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

meet the taste and budget of singles,
couples and families from all walks
of life.

In this issue, on page 24, Nathalia
Han offers up ways to maximize
space in a small kitchen, while
Gelanaz Hemati, on page 56, designs
a spacious 480-sq.-ft. kitchen as a
family’s central hub for gathering. If
you're happy with your kitchen, but
are looking for simple, inexpensive
and fun ways to update other areas
of your home, Kristyn Gerth, on page
53, explains how unexpected spaces
and impactful vignettes can infuse
a room with style and personality.
You'll also discover the latest home

MARLENE EISNER
EDITOR, NATIONAL
decor finds and what the experts are
saying about home design and decor
trends for 2025.
The days are short, the nights long
and cold, the perfect combination
to sit down, grab a cuppa, and take a
moment to walk your fingers through
these pages to find your next new
home decor discovery.

Staying ON TOP IN 2025

rends come, trends go;
and with the new year
upon us, you can bet
there will be a whole
new batch of Top Tens,
and Dos and Don'ts, and What's
Hot articles (or “list-icles,” as some
call them) to tell you what trend
to follow. We like to play the game
as well — maybe even better than
most — but as a couple of the experts
| spoke to in my contribution for
this issue say, trends are meant
mainly as guideposts and not as
the only way to style your home.

In my Renovation Trends 2025
feature on page 60, two up-and-
coming designers from Calgary —
Abby Richards and Brittany McNab -
agree that the only important trend to

follow, is your own. Yes, it is helpful to
know what the trending colour is this
year, or which material can improve
the look of your home, but it is your
own personal tastes that can bring
these all together in a style that works
for you.

Other than within the pages of
RENO+DECOR, one of the best
places to get ideas for your next DIY
renovation project is the Calgary
Home + Garden Show coming at
the end of February. Affordability, of
course, is still top-of-mind. To get
some tips on how to undertake your
renovation dream in the most cost-
effetive way, the spring show — as well
as our magazine — have some of the
best ways to make the dream a reality.

Happy renovating, everyone!





index-54_1.jpg
What’s a vignette

A vignette is an interesting grouping of objects — single

or multiple displays arranged on a tabletop, bookshelf

or mantel. The beauty of a vignette lies in the thoughtful
combination of the items that convey a story or evoke an
emotion. The trick, however, is to perfect the look following
a few of these tried-and-true design rules.

B FOCAL POINT: This serves as the central object of your
vignette and could be anything from a unique sculpture or
beautiful vase to a piece of artwork. From there, choose
pieces that work well together and consider items that are
visually appealing and tell a story. Mix modern pieces that
look fresh and stylish with mementos that carry personal
significance.

A ]
8 J

i

W2

A
‘0534‘!4‘
*\\ iV/

54 RENO + DECOR | ' FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025 @ﬂ

| -y

B SCALE AND PROPORTION: A striking vignette creates
balance and interest by mixing varying heights and sizes.
Use tall items as a statement piece. This often adds a sense
of luxury to a display and creates visual height. Include
moderately sized pieces such as a bowl or stack of books
to support the overall design, and scatter candles or small
decorative objects to fill gaps and add diversity.

B TEXTURES AND LAYERS: Mix and match different
materials such as wood, glass, metal, ceramics and fabric
to add depth and interest. Include a balance of natural
materials and modern finishes to achieve a look that
appears to have been curated organically over time, as
over-matching finishes looks flat and unappealing to the
eye. Layering everything adds extra dimension and depth to
the display.

B THE RULE OF THREE: This is a simple, effective guideline
to design a vignette and involves grouping objects in threes,
creating visual balance. The three elements can vary in size,
shape and texture, but should complement each other. For
example, you might combine a tall candle holder, a small,
framed photograph and a stack of books, arranging them in
a way that draws the eye naturally across the display.

Unexpected spaces

An unexpected space in your home can be a small but
powerful design choice. Such a space can take various
forms — a cosy reading nook tucked away in a corner, a
repurposed closet turned into a home office, or a dramatic
transformation of an under-utilized area. Here are a few
ways to craft this kind of space in your home.
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home inspiration
Rethinking unused spaces opens up a world of possibilities

RISTYN GE
otos MICHEI RTSON PHOTOGRAPHY

reating impactful vignettes and unexpected
spaces can instantly transform your home into a
unique, inviting environment. These often-simple
transformations can make all the difference in
achieving a refined, designer look. Vignettes can
infuse a room with style and personality, while unexpected
spaces break the mould of traditional design to make a home
feel more dynamic and alive. Here's how you can effectively
incorporate these elements into your living space.

LAROUSSE WINE =
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Vancouver Convention
Centre West

42 INTERIOR DESIGN RENOVATIONS

Elevate your builders’ basic house 29 HOME RENOVATION
to a place that feels like home

Extreme makeover: Beach BMO Centre
56 BY DESIGN edition .
Family hub: A central space 39 HOME RENOVATION March 7-16

forgathering Expanded vision: Three additions

and many upgrades later, this y i
home fits this family like a glove Fnercare Centre

DEPARTMENTS Marchg_g ............................. 2
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stay in touch
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“HOME FINDS + THE BENEFITS OF CUSTOM CABINETRY +
" EXTREME HOME MAKEOVER + COMPACT KITCHENS -
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ARIDO ARIDO regulates interior designers in Ontario for the betterment
of the profession and in the best interests of the public, sets education

BILD With more than 1,300 members, BILD GTA is the voice of
the home building, land development and professional renovation

. Industry and is affiliated with the Ontario and Canadian Home Builders’
Bi LD’# Associations. The Calgary region (BILDCR) works closely with various
levels of government and stakeholder groups to ensure vibrant,
established neighbourhoods and new communities in the region.

DDA The Decorators & Designers Association of Canada (DDA Canada)
is a professional association that elevates the industry for design
professionals, students and suppliers through education, events,
training, advocacy and community building.

o HAVAN The Homebuilders Association Vancouver is recognized as
4 o > the leader in the homebuilding industry since 1974. Its knowledgeable,
trusted and resourceful members build more than 65 per cent of Metro
HAVAN Vancouver's homes.

—— IDC Interior Designers of Canada (IDC) is the national advocacy
association for the interior design profession. representing more than
Idc 5,000 members, including fully qualified interior designers and related
professionals.

NKBA The National Kitchen & Bath Association (NKBA) Ontario chapter
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NmA what’s out there and what other members offer. The British Columbia

chapter, formed in Jan. 1990, has a large provincial membership to
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CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION Since 1943, the Canadian
Home Builders’ Association (CHBA) has been ‘the voice of Canada’s
i I residential construction industry,” with about 9,000 member-companies.

Home Bullieey The Edmonton-region branch engages and serves its core membership
of builders, renovators, and general members by advocating on behalf of
the residential construction industry in pursuit of members’ success.

RENOMARK RenoMark identifies professional contractors, custom
homebuilders and trades who agree to abide by a professional code of
conduct. RenoMark members are reliable, ethical and responsive.
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GELANA

his spacious kitchen
is part of a brand
new, 4,800-sq.-
ft. home, a full
demolition that was
completely rebuilt.
Designing for a
vertically structured
home posed a unique challenge:
How to craft a seamless journey that
encourages exploration across all four
levels. While an elevator would offer
functional convenience, the focus
was to design pathways to motivate
the homeowners to move through
the home by foot. And so, at the
heart of the residence lies a sculptural
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Acentral space for gathering

Family

CHAJ

staircase, a true centerpiece under the

home's skylight. Bathed in natural light,

it serves as an architectural focal point
that reaches across all four levels.

Spotlight on the kitchen

The design of this 480-sq.-ft. kitchen
reflects the client’s vision of a bright
and airy space, maximizing high
ceilings and incorporating a dropped
ceiling that adds character. While
tailored to meet the practical needs of
family living, the design also considers
resale value.

One challenge with the kitchen
was addressing the absence of

N H i “wh

‘l J,

H

two walls. One had been replaced
with floor-to-ceiling windows,

and the other was taken down

to accommodate the open-

concept layout. This left only two
perpendicular walls to house the
essential kitchen functions. The
design also had to ensure the kitchen
faced the backyard view through the
large windows, while maintaining a
seamless visual connection to the
family room and its central fireplace.
Balancing the kitchen'’s significant
width within the bright colour palette
added another layer of complexity,
requiring careful consideration to
achieve harmony and proportion.
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® monacokitchenconcept.ca
x info@monacokitchenconcept.ca
monacokitchenconcept

9 3075 Ridgeway Dr. Unit 3
Mississauga . ON L5L 5M6 FROM THE MOMENT WE CONNECT, WE WILL DEDICATE OUR
~2898344425 EXPERTISE AND KNOWLEDGE TO FULFILL YOUR EXPECTATIONS
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B UNLIKELY LOCATIONS: A space under the stairs, a narrow
hallway, or even a deep window ledge are often overlooked.
When you think outside the box, you can transform these
unused areas into beautiful opportunities for creative
displays or functional uses. For instance, the space below

a staircase can house a mini library, a cosy alcove or small
playroom. A small entryway can be turned into a statement
wall with bold art or a display for precious heirlooms.

B MULTI-FUNCTIONAL SPACES: Not all rooms need to be
used for a single function. Multi-functional spaces, where
you mix and match different purposes, can be creative

and efficient. For example, a dining room could double

as an office with the help of a fold-out desk, or a guest
bedroom might also function as a yoga studio when not in
use. This duality makes your home feel adaptable and more
personalized to how you prefer to live.

When a vignette and unexpected space come together, they
can enhance one another. A well-curated vignette placed
within a surprising space, such as a tucked-away corner or
an unconventional nook, can make the area feel special. A
beautiful collection of objects on a repurposed, unexpected
piece of furniture draws attention to the uniqueness of the
display and the space.

Designer Kristyn Gerth is the foundler and
creative director at Montreal-based Oak + Ash
Interiors. Creating highly tailored, comforiable
interiors that reflect and enhance how you live.
And offering fill-service residential design and
new-build consiruction and renovation and e-design
in Quebec, Ontario, and the GTA. ashandoakinteriors.com
1G: @ashandoakineeriors

Creating impactful, unexpected spaces in your home
doesn't require a complete overhaul, but rather, a thoughtful
approach to curating and arranging. By mindfully selecting
objects, using creative layouts and infusing personal details,
you can transform your space into a dynamic, inspiring
environment that reflects your style.

or business and best of all—it never goes out of style, and it is simply

beautiful! Wood flooring has gone far beyond cla styles of traditional
woodgrains. In addition to beauty, our collection of hardwood flooring offers
exciting possibilities in a variety of species; oak, maple, birch, beech, walnut,
jatoba, hickory, American Cherry as well as colours, widths, finishes and so
much more. Since 1989, The Floor Shop, now with three locations in the Greater
Toronto Area offers you incredible floors that will last a lifetime.

Our Business Has Been Built-On Referrals.
* HARDWOOD ¢ LAMINATES ¢ CORK * ENGINEERED HARDWOOD *

The Floor Shop 1.800.462.9792

Quality Wood Flgoring . . . Since 1989 www.lheﬂoorshop.com

Hardwood Flooring lends character and charm to any room in your home

MISSISSAUGA ETOBICOKE TORONTO
700 Dundas St. East 4195 Dundas St. West 154 Wicksteed Ave.
905.803.0050 416.234.0599 416.421.8588
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With its bold green hue, the
island serves as a vibrant focal

point, energizing the space while
complementing the neutral tones

of the cabinetry and millwork. Its
generous size, with potential seating
on both legs, sets it apart from the
workspace zones, defining it as a
dedicated serving surface.

The stove area is framed with
custom millwork, creating a cohesive
and refined look that complements the
island’s design. The combination of flat
panels, patterned millwork and white
oak brings a balance of brightness
and warmth. Natural light streaming
through the windows interacts with
the millwork, reflecting in unique ways
and enhancing the kitchen's inviting
ambience. The backsplash, crafted
from durable porcelain slabs, blends
beauty and functionality, offering
easy maintenance. The brass-finished
range hood with a powerful yet silent
ventilation system adds a touch of
elegance, tying in nicely with the
ceiling fixture and faucets.

One side of the cooking area
features a glass-fronted display, ideal
for showcasing decorative items. On
the opposite side, centered around
the coffee machine, clean detailing,
such as trim on the flat panels, groups
the cabinetry into a unified design that
complements the large scale of the
kitchen. To maximize the functionality
of the cabinetry, there are slide-out
shelves and roll-out drawers. The
36-in. built-in fridge and freezer —
premium appliances with sleek grey
finishes to enhance the overall design
— are near the sink for easy access.

A “dirty kitchen” between the main
kitchen and dining room was added

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

for more functionality. Serving as a
secondary workspace, it is equipped
with extra appliances and storage to
handle more cooking, washing and
refrigeration needs, ensuring the main
kitchen remains uncluttered. The
thoughtfully designed lighting keeps
the space inviting and functional at
all hours, with automated switches
allowing for effortless adjustments to
the ambience.

This kitchen design was envisioned
as more than a place for meal
preparation; it's a central gathering
space for the family, a hub for
entertaining, and a setting to create
memories while cooking together.

Gelanaz Hemar, founder of the award-winning mult-disciplinary interior design firm Gelanaz & Assocates, is based in
Toronto and combines architectural expertise with more than 20 years of experience to create refined, high-end residential
designs. She also chairs NKBA programs and was a judge on the OHBA and NKBA 2024 competiions. gelanaz.ca

1C: gelanazassociates
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show time

MEET THE
DESIGNERS

SEE YOU AT BOOTH #1848 AT THE

National
Home Show

RENO+DECOR presents Ask a Professional at
the National Home Show, March 7-16, at the
Enercare Centre, Exhibition Place, Toronto.

Designer Aman Than helps a show
visitor at last year's RENO+DECOR
booth.

With a new year comes many
new home-improvement
projects. RENO+DECOR
offers a unique one-stop-
shop to answer all your
design and decorating
questions. Every day
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
some of the GTA's most
talented designers and
decorators will be on hand
at booth #1848 to give you
a free 15-minute consultation. NHSZg(ZD%TH
Bring your photos, floorplans and S DESIGNED BY
samples to ensure you get the most out of NATHALIA HARA,
your meeting. No question is too simple, co-fougdgr andfprincipal ""fa:a !’e':;eté a"gChfiSti:e D: Costa
. ; ¢ esigner ror OT Aspire besign Group snare aecor
i,/Bb (100 Big. OlreXpert ai ready Ol ey I < BUflil ideasZt last yegar's Natignal Home

and willing to help you get your project off onegroupbuild.com
. 9 pyougety Pros IG: @onegroupdesignbuild Show.
on the right foot.

BE SURE TO FOLLOW RENO+DECOR MAGAZINE ON SOCIAL
MEDIA FOR UP-TO-DATE SCHEDULES @RENOANDDECOR

THANKS TO ALL OUR SPONSORS
LUXUS One
T I’OU

deswgmbuwld

Designer Janice Fedak discusses

M a p le @ S E LEC decor options with visitors at last

URFACES CORP.

REMODEL CANADA

{7z CARPET ONE
FLOOR &HOME"

year's National Home Show.

Drapery « Carpet
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Throughout the home, smooth
transitions between spaces encourage
exploration and natural flow. A blend
of curves and sharp 90-degree angles
flow throughout the layout, while a
dropped ceiling wraps around both
spaces to visually connect the kitchen
and family room. The range hood
aligns perfectly with the fireplace in
the family room, and a central ceiling
fixture emphasizes this alignment,
establishing another strong visual link
between the two areas.

The kitchen design is centered on
the end user, a space where multiple
people can cook simultaneously
without disruption, while also being
a welcoming area for family and

friends to enjoy the meal together.
The layout is designed around the
work triangle — range, fridge and sink
— plus strategically placed additional
appliances.

To address the missing walls, an
L-shaped island integrates with the
two primary walls and keeps the
kitchen oriented toward the backyard.
One side of the island extends as a
convenient cooking surface near the
ovens, with a seating area to enjoy
the view. The other leg, which is 13-
ft. long, faces the cooking area and
includes the sink, dishwasher and
garbage. The opposite side, which
opens to the family space, creates a
welcoming spot for a breakfast nook.

i ——
B S e, “N
s S - 1
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YOU COULD WIN A
CRAFTSMAN?®

ELECTRIC COLD WATER
PRESSURE WASHER
Model: CMEPW2800

i)

DETAILS: The 2,800 MAX PSI
Electric Cold Water Pressure
Washer is durable, mobile, and
powerful enough for your
outdoor cleaning tasks and
provides up to 2nd floor
reach. With four nozzles,
including a turbo nozzle,
you have the accessories
you need to get the job
done right. The pressure washer wand contains a
comfort grip that is designed for ease of use and
features an innovative T-Rail Handle System, so
that your wand stays locked in during transport.
Onboard storage for wand, hose, cord, and nozzles
gives you a home for all your accessories and easy
access when needed.

Available at www.rona.ca

ENTERTOWINA  Enter
CRAFTSMANCELECTRIC = Online &
COLDWATERPRESSUREWASHER ~—~ :

« Go to renoanddecor.com/contests
c R H F TS M » Select this contest within the listing and click
Enter to Win.

www.craftsman.ca | @craftsmantoolsca For full contest details & rules visit the link above.

T

CRAFTSMay
2800314y
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—
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YOU COULD WIN A
BLACK+DECKER®
KITCHEN WAND™, 6 KIT

Model: BCKM1016KS06

The BLACK+DECKER kitchen wand™

is a cordless 6-in-1 kitchen multi tool

that will be your new go-to kitchen o
assistant. This multi-functional tool

is compact, simple to charge, has - ]
- ) ¢

easy to control speed. It includes

an immersion blender, whisk, milk “ M

frother, wine opener, can opener

and a 2-in-1 salt and pepper grinder
attachments. With up to 30 minutes
of continuous runtime and a
rechargeable battery, you'll be able to
complete all of your desired recipes.

Available at www.amazon.ca

Enter
Online

» Go to renoanddecor.com/contests EN-:I'ER To WIN A
e Sel hi ithin the listi d
dickentersowm, oo BLACK+DECKER® KITCHEN WAND™

For full contest details & rules B LAC K+
visit the link above. www.blackanddecker.ca DECKER
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home renovation
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ThI'CC additiOIlS and many upgrades

later, this home fits this family like a glove

hen the homeowners purchased their house,
they loved the location and knew they would
fully renovate it after living there a few years.

\ During that time, their small wish list expanded
as the vision of what they wanted became more
focused. The result is an extensive project that
includes the addition of 23 structural beams to

achieve the reconfigured interior main floor and rear half of the upper floor
incorporating dual two-storey rear additions and a third second-storey
addition over a portion of the front of the home.

renoanddecorcom 39
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became clear that a third addition on
the second storey was also required
over the dining and living rooms that
were previously vaulted to gain more
square footage to meet the clients’
growing wish list.

The additions added significant
upper-level square footage to create
a fully relocated primary suite with a
walk-in closet with motion-sensing
controls. The ensuite has a generous
shower with a zero-clearance entry
and a bench. Both it and the main
bathroom have sensors that control
under-vanity strip lighting. Dramatic
charcoal tile with the soft beige walls
and herringbone tile backsplash
balance out the stained cabinetry.

The main bathroom was slightly
expanded in tandem with the newly
established guest bedroom/office
space. A library was also created
to take advantage of the deep bay
window, capturing significant natural
sunlight. Features of this room include
a window seat with storage for lap
blankets, a bookcase dedicated to
novels and games and a pair of glass
pocket doors to allow the light to
filter into the upper landing. Linen
storage cabinets were added to the
upper landing and the boys’ bedrooms
received a facelift with the rest of
the home via flooring, trim and paint

updates, and closet organization
upgrades with hinged doors for better
access.

Opening up spaces

The issue with the main living area
was that it lacked flow. The kitchen
was awkward with an island that

was outside of the workspace and
restricted the use of the adjacent
sitting area. The sightlines to the

yard and pool were limited and the
overall space lacked proper flow

for entertaining, and so a more
comfortably proportioned seating area
was required. A separate coffee bar or
workstation was ideal to host outdoor
functions, along with a new covered
deck for entertaining and grilling.

The kitchen is now open and
spacious with a large prep island, a
clean-up zone with a secondary sink
and carbonation beverage faucet. A
separate butler’s pantry, coined “the
mantry” by the clients, is where they
will prepare food year-round for the
smoker and barbecue located directly
outside (accessed by a secondary
patio door), which is also sheltered
from the elements and has privacy
screening from the neighbours. The
outdoor area was a big focus for this
family. The covered deck has a Wi-Fi

booster, in-ceiling speakers and a
separate cooking zone for the smoker
and barbecue. Improving sightlines to
the pool and access to the deck was
achieved with the new position of the
kitchen and the six-panel sliding door
system that leads directly to the seating
lounge area of the deck. Skylights were
added to the roof of the deck, so that
natural light could still make its way
to the kitchen and mantry, where the
deepest roof sections are.

The front entry wall was also
pushed outward a couple of feet
to alleviate the bottleneck at the
bottom of the stairs and a bench
alcove was created from the previous
entry closet. The powder room is
no longer in direct line-of-sight and
the mud/laundry room is a generous
multi-purpose zone with a stop 'n
drop, a bench with hooks, a sizeable
coat closet, broom closet and a desk
dedicated to the lady of the house for
household organization.

Fasy living

In the“end, the homeowners
redesigned their home to reflect the
way they wanted to live, a space easily
organized for learning, working and
entertaining, while remaining in the
neighbourhood they loved.

Jennifer Dainard, a designer with award-winning design-buld firm Pioneer Crafismen Lid., brings more than 25 years of
experience, passion and a keen eye for detail to every project. A graduate of Fanshawe's Interior Design program and an
Adaprive Home Specialist, she is a master space planner. Pooneercrafismen.com [G: @pioneercrafismenlid

renoanddecor.com
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A shifting reality
After the remote learning required
during the pandemic, in 2023, the
homeowners began to home-school
their two young sons, and at the same
time, decided to spend more time
working from home. Keeping a desk
area in one of the kid's bedrooms to
“make do” was less than ideal and for
the adults, creating a separate office
space that could be combined with a
guest room became necessary.

The main bedroom, substantial
in size, required an update, and the
space could be used to re-organize
the upper level to better suit the
family's changing reality.

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

The laundry/mudroom was
crowded and too narrow, and the
front entry had a very shallow landing
space between the door and staircase
that became easily clogged when
guests arrived. The sightlines to the
powder room were open from the
family room and did not give any
sense of privacy. Achieving a good
flow to all these areas became a
priority.

Other interior considerations
included a better layout for the
kitchen, new closet organizers, more
linen storage, replacement doors/trim,
updated flooring throughout, a variety
of built-ins, a quiet spot for a separate
“lady desk” and an improvement of the

main bathroom floor space. Creating
a covered front porch with room for
seating was deemed important, as was
a new, covered deck at the rear of the
house.

One plus one plus one

It was established early on that two
additions flanking the dinette bay

at the rear of the home would be
essential to allow flexible layout
options. This additional six feet would
still give ample room for a generous
covered deck at the rear of the house.
Initially, only one of these additions
was to be two storeys, but as a
variety of concepts were discussed, it





index-43_1.jpg
to personalize your space, consider using area rugs.
These can be used to define functional areas within an
open space to add warmth and to introduce colour and
texture.

Light fixtures and hardware

Often overlooked, these are the jewellery of the home and
can transform basic materials into something spectacular.
Replace generic light fixtures with statement pieces in

the dining area, the kitchen and the entryway. Statement
chandeliers and pendants can serve as focal points and
elevate the entire room'’s aesthetic. Combine ambient,

task and accent lighting to create a versatile and inviting
atmosphere. Use dimmers to adjust the mood according to
the occasion.

Similarly, swap out generic cabinet knobs and handles
for stylish alternatives to make a significant visual
impact. Choose finishes that complement your decor,
such as brushed nickel, matte black or antique brass.
Upgrading door handles and faucets in the kitchen and
bathrooms can add a touch of luxury and coherence to
your design.

Kitchen and bathroom enhancements

These are critical areas where thoughtful upgrades can
provide aesthetic, functional and financial benefits.
Countertops are a focus, with high-end materials such as
quartz or granite offering durability. Or opt for a natural
marble for a luxurious look. These surfaces are beautiful
and practical for a busy kitchen. Similarly, backsplashes are
an instant attention-grabber, so ensure it's for all the right
reasons. A relatively minor investment can have a big payoff.

In bathrooms, update the fixtures and fittings. Replacing
standard faucets and showerheads with designer options
can enhance the look and functionality of these spaces.
Look for modern, water-efficient models.

A balancing act

Transforming your home's builder-basic materials

involves a balance of strategic investments and creative
enhancements. By focusing on a few key areas in the
home's principal areas, you can create a space that reflects
your personality, meets your needs now, and can be a great
selling feature down the road.

Jessica Cinnamon is the principal designer and founder of 1oronto-based Jessica Cinnamon Design Inc., a mult-disciplinary
design company that creates stylish and well-curated interiors, and provides complete bespoke residential design services in
Toroneo, the GTA, cottage country, Chicago, and Los Angeles.

renoanddecor.com
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interior design

El@Vﬂ[@ your builders’ basic

house to a place that feels like home

42

by JESSICA CINNAMON
photos STEPHANI BUCHMAN

newly built home sometimes resembles

a blank canvas: Plain walls, basic flooring

and standard fixtures. While these basics

provide a solid foundation, personalizing

and upgrading your space can take it from

a generic homebuilders' basic structure to
something that feels more like "nome.” Here are some key
areas to focus on to transform a homebuilders’ basic interior
into a reflection of you, and where to invest your money to
get the biggest impact.

Dress up the walls

Walls are the backdrop to every room
and upgrading the paint and wallpaper
can dramatically change the ambience
of the space. Opt for premium paints
that offer richer pigments and better
coverage. Choose colours that reflect
your personality and set the desired
mood for each room. Accent walls

in bold shades or serene hues can
create focal points and add depth. The
wallpaper creates a more luxurious look.
Modern wallpapers come in a variety of
textures and patterns, from subtle linen
to bold geometric designs. Feature walls
in a living room or bedrooms can make
a striking statement.

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

Add moulding and trim

Details such as crown moulding and baseboards add
elegance and a finished look to a room. There are a variety
of simple ceiling details available that can be painted to
match or contrast the wall colour, for added visual interest.
Installing wainscoting or beadboard in your dining room,
hallways or bathrooms can add timeless charm and unique
architectural detail.

Flooring makeover

The type of flooring in your home
sets the stage for style and comfort.
Consider upgrading to hardwood.
While it's a bigger investment,
hardwood flooring is durable and
timeless, and can significantly increase
the value of your home. Choose a finish
that complements your decor style,
from classic oak to darker stains. Luxury
vinyl plank is a cost-effective yet stylish
alternative to hardwood, offering the
look of wood with enhanced durability
and easier maintenance. It's especially
great for high-traffic areas, a basement
or homes with pets and children.

If you're looking for an even more
economical, non-committal way
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Coppe Ninfea Vases IMAGE by Homey Paper Clay

M CTION:
Welcome the beauty of aged
surfaces, weathered finishes and
the irregularities of handcrafted
pieces for a layered and authentic
aesthetic.

Mural _modest area rug Mural IMAGE Brink and Canﬁpan,

Marble kitchen sink: IMAGE: Molteni Group. DESIGN: Vincent Van Duysen

Sustainable living:

A core principle
Sustainability is no longer just a choice
— it's become a guiding principle in
how we live, design and build. From
furniture to construction materials,
every decision contributes to create
a balanced, eco-friendly lifestyle. The
shift away from fast furniture and
disposable design reflects a growing
commitment to durability, quality and
environmental consciousness.

Give your cherished furniture a
second life. For example, take a sofa,
add a fringe, a skirt or reupholster it

with fresh, sustainable fabric to keep

For sofas and chairs, opt for textiles
made from recycled or organic fibres.
Materials such as wood, rattan and
stone remain prominent in furniture
design, celebrated for their natural
beauty and sustainable appeal.

S: Support eco-conscious
companies leading the way in
green design. Ressource, a paint
and wallpaper brand, focuses on
sustainability with products that
boast nearly zero-percent volatile
organic compound (VOC) emissions.

renoanddecor.com
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n a world where innovation,
aesthetics and sustainability
intertwine, interior design
trends mirror changing
cultural movements and
advancements in technology
that redefine how we live, work and
connect with the spaces around us.
By exploring insights from six globally
renowned design trade shows — High
Point Market; Salone del Mobile;
NeoCon; Stockholm Furniture & Light
Fair; Design Miami; and Maison et
Objet — the trends for 2025 aim to
revolutionize interiors by emphasizing
purpose, functionality and a refined,

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

by BILHA KANGETHE

timeless approach to design.
Emerging ideas champion harmonious
living, sustainability and adaptable
solutions, while infusing every space
with intention and balance.

Authenticity is shaping every aspect of
our lives, including the spaces we call
home. Interior design has embraced
this shift, as homeowners increasingly
seek spaces that reflect their unique
stories, tastes and values. At Salone
del Mobile and Maison et Objet, this

Decor trends and how to

them

B

Mud room DESIGN AND IMAGE: The Lifestyle Loft

trend came to life through designs

celebrating individuality, connection

and craftsmanship. Personal
narratives, handcrafted artistry and
raw, unfiltered materials are at the
heart of this movement.

* CURATE WITH PURPOSE: Infuse
your space with meaningful items
such as vintage heirlooms, unique
antiques, or handmade decor that
tells your personal story.

* DESIGN PERSONALIZED SPACES:
Highlight individuality with custom
furniture, original artwork or
objects collected from travels and
experiences.
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Next generation
kitchens and baths

At Salone del Mobile, kitchen and
bath innovations took centre stage,
merging functionality, aesthetics
and cutting-edge technology. These
essential rooms are evolving into
sleek, efficient hubs, with a focus
on seamless integration, space
optimization and smart solutions.
From concealed fixtures to multi-
functional surfaces, kitchens and
baths are being redefined as highly
personalized and streamlined spaces.
* INTEGRATED DESIGN SOLUTIONS:
Sliding countertops that reveal
hidden sinks or prep spaces,
concealed cooktops blended into
counters — these elements create
clean, uninterrupted surfaces that

enhance functionality and aesthetics.

* SMART TECHNOLOGY: Intelligent
appliances and fixtures — voice-
activated taps, touchless faucets
and self-cleaning surfaces — add
convenience and hygiene to
everyday tasks. Smart refrigerators,
ovens and mirrors can optimize
energy usage and streamline
routines.

HIDDEN STORAGE: Pull-out pantry
systems, under-counter drawers,
and hidden compartments can
eliminate clutter in the kitchen. In
bathrooms, concealed cabinetry
and built-in niches for toiletries
maintain a polished, minimalist
look.

CUSTOM AESTHETICS: Personalize
these spaces with bespoke materials
and finishes — sleek, matte surfaces,
statement stones such as coloured
marble and quartzite and unique
backsplashes that balance form and

function. Consider custom cabinetry,

Kitchen IMAGE: Molteni Group. DESIGN: Vincent Van Duysen

modular islands, or vanity upgrades
tailored to your style and needs.
By combining thoughtful design,
advanced technology and
personalization, kitchens and
bathrooms will redefine practicality
and elegance. These upgrades
are more than aesthetic — they're
transformative solutions that enhance
everyday living

Unrestrained creativity

The shift is away from restraint to
vibrant, expressive designs. Bold
statements offer a dynamic alternative
to minimalism. This trend invites
playful creativity and individuality,
transforming rooms into captivating
focal points.

* HIGHLIGHT ONE BOLD PIECE:
Anchor your space with a striking
element such as a sculptural
armchair, oversized chandelier
or eye-catching artwork that
commands attention.

* INCORPORATE SATURATED
COLOURS: Introduce moody, .
rich hues — deep teal, forest %
green, burgundy — on walls,
upholstery or cabinetry to
create depth and drama.

* MIX AND MATCH
ELEMENTS: Pair bold

o

statement pieces with neutral
furnishings and muted tones to
achieve balance.

* EXPLORE CUSTOM OPTIONS:
Commission bespoke furniture,
lighting or decor to add personality
and individuality.

Storytelling

This year's interior design trends

go beyond aesthetics, focusing on
creating spaces that are intentional,
sustainable and personal. Whether
layering textures, welcoming soft
curves or maximizing compact spaces,
craft interiors that reflect your story,
adapt to modern needs and inspire joy
every day.

Bun armchair. IMAGE by Woo Furniture. DESIGN by Dmitry Kozinenko

Bitha Kangethe is the founder and creative director of The Lifestyle Lofi. As a certified designer and interior decorator, she has
created a company that focses on the needs of each client and customer and helps them curate a ljfestyle that is comforiable
and economical. thelifestylelofi.com

renoanddecor.com





index-46_1.jpg
46

By incorporating these practices, you
can decorate a beautiful space and
invest in a lifestyle that values the
planet and embraces longevity.

Rich layers of colour,
pattern and texture

The power of bold patterns,
contrasting textures, and harmonious
colour palettes to infuse rooms with
depth and vibrancy are a defining
trend. The key is intention and
methodical choices, ensuring every
element contributes to a cohesive and
captivating space.

*« ANCHOR THE SPACE: Start with
your largest, boldest pattern —
whether it's on a rug, wallpaper or
upholstery — and scale down from
there with complementary designs.
PLAY WITH PATTERNS: Energize
your space with florals, geometrics
or stripes in rugs, tiles or wallpaper.
Layer these elements thoughtfully to
avoid an overpowering look.
CURATE A COLOUR STORY: Balance
bold and muted tones within a
cohesive palette to create harmony
and visual flow. Use paint, fabrics
and decor to tie it together.

ADD STATEMENT LAYERS:
Incorporate textured walls, sculptural
furniture, or mixed finishes such as
matte metals and glazed ceramics
for a dynamic, tactile experience.
Layering creates beautiful moments of
discovery within a space and enhances
authenticity, reflecting a well-curated
and personalized aesthetic.

Soft shapes, bold effect

Soft, rounded shapes continue to
evolve and make a statement in
interior design. Evidenced at High
Point Market and Salone del Mobile,
these fluid forms add subtle visual
interest while evoking a sense of calm
and connection to nature. Rooted
in biophilic design, this trend fosters
comfort and harmony, bringing a
touch of the outdoors inside.
« CHOOSE FLOWING SHAPES: Opt
for sofas, chairs or tables with

RENO + DECOR | FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

Mud room DESIGN AND IMAGE: The Lifestyle Loft

gentle, rounded edges to create a
warm and inviting atmosphere.

« LAYER TEXTURES: Pair organic
shapes with materials such as plush
bouclé, velvet or linen for a cosy and
tactile experience.

* ADD SCULPTURAL PIECES:
Incorporate round mirrors, abstract
lighting fixtures or artful decor that
double as a design-forward focal
point.

This trend merges form and function,

creating interiors that are soothing

and stylish.

Small footprint,

big impact

The demand for space-saving
furniture continues to grow,
prioritizing minimalist, multi-
functional designs that optimize utility

i

while maintaining visual appeal. By

embracing furniture that seamlessly

blends form and function, it reflects a

broader shift toward efficient, flexible

living spaces.

* FLEXIBLE LAYOUTS: Choose
modular sofas, shelving and
furniture systems that can easily be
reconfigured to suit changing needs.

* DUAL-PURPOSE FURNITURE: Try
pieces such as ottomans, accent
chairs or sofas with hidden storage,
as well as extendable dining tables
that adapt to everyday living and
entertaining.

* CUSTOM BUILT-INS: Make the most
of every square foot with bespoke
cabinetry, shelving and storage
solutions tailored to your specific
requirements.

By integrating these ideas, you can

create functional and stylish spaces.
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Elevate your space
Custom cabinetry is an investment. While the initial cost
may be higher than off-the-shelf solutions, the value

it brings in terms of functionality, longevity and design
can pay off ten-fold. Custom cabinets help you stay
organized and can also elevate the look of your entire
home. Whether you're designing a modern kitchen or a
family bathroom, custom cabinetry will add a touch of
luxury and practicality to your home.

Dorothy Tsui is the co-founder and creative director of Bobeche Interiors, a boutique residential design firm based in
Markham, Onwario. The firm specializes in fidl-service residential design and new build construction, with expertise in modern
Fkitchen design. bobecheinteriors.com 1G: @bobecheinteriors
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storage capacity with strategies such as pull-out shelves,
built-in dividers or even hidden compartments. The goal is
to create a highly functional, clutter-free environment.

Where style matters

Other rooms, such as in the kitchen, bathrooms and laundry
room, have multiple roles. They serve as living areas,
workspaces and storage hubs. In these areas, it's important
to strike a balance between function and style. You want
your storage solutions to work hard, but you also want it to
contribute to the overall look and feel of the room.

Custom cabinetry trends to
consider for your next renovation

Colour: Gone are the days of bland, cookie-cutter

1 cabinetry. Now, custom cabinetry allows you to infuse
your style with a wide range of colours and finishes.
Whether you're drawn to sleek, modern neutrals or
vibrant, statement-making hues, custom cabinetry
gives you the flexibility to create the perfect look for
your home. However, choose carefully — this is an
investment you'll want to live with for years to come.
It's important to pick a colour that aligns with your
overall home design, as well as your style.

Maximize every inch: Custom cabinetry allows you to
2 make the most of every inch of your space, including
areas you might have previously overlooked. For
instance, extra-high cabinets can extend up to the
ceiling, utilizing vertical space that's often left empty
in standard cabinets. Corner cabinets are another
excellent way to create storage for seasonal or
seldom-used items that need to be tucked away but
are still accessible when required. Custom dimensions
ensure that no corner of your home goes unused, and
every inch of available space is optimally utilized.

3 Open versus closed shelving: One of the biggest

decisions when designing custom cabinets is whether
to include open or closed shelving — or a mix of both.
Open shelving is a great way to display collections,
books or decorative items, allowing them to become
part of the room’s aesthetic. It's also ideal for items
you need quick access to, such as plates, spices or
toiletries. However, for those who prefer a cleaner,
more minimalist look or want to conceal everyday
clutter, closed cabinetry with doors is a more practical
choice.

4 Tech-integrated solutions: A major trend right now
is integrating tech-friendly features into cabinetry.

For instance, hidden charging stations are becoming
increasingly popular, allowing you to neatly store
phones, tablets and laptops, while keeping cords
out of sight. For those who love technology, custom
cabinetry can also include built-in wireless speakers
or even TV compartments that conceal electronics
when not in use. These thoughtful additions help keep
your space organized and enhance your lifestyle by
blending tech seamlessly into your living environment.

Function meets form: One of the biggest advantages

5 of custom cabinetry is that it's built specifically to
your needs and preferences. You get to decide what
features you want to prioritize, whether that means
more drawer space, deeper cabinets for large pots,
or clever pull-out organizers for easy access. With
custom cabinetry, you're no longer limited by the
constraints of mass-produced options — you can
design a system that works entirely for your space,
tailored to your preferred aesthetic.

renoanddecor.com
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MASTERGRAIN

REDEFINE YOUR DOOR

Before they see your imported
Italian marble counters,
they’ll see your front door.
Make a strong first impression with the most faithful

woodgrain in fiberglass doors — a remarkably refined and
durable door by MASTERGRAIN.™

Scan for product info

RedefineYourDoor.ca
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Renovations are DUXTON

bUilt around VieWS. Windows & Doors

Inquire about the Greener Homes Grant!
If eligible, receive money back by replacing
your windows or doors with our Energy Star®
Most Efficient products. Beautify your space
while upgrading efficiency.

Preferred dealer
specializing in renovations

780.238.7633
. . WINDOWS
shieldwindows.com AND DOORS

DUXTON WINDOW & DOORS 780.435.0649 | duxtonwindows.com
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Uplocking
pportunities

May 14 & 15, 2025 | Toronto Congress Centre

Secure Your Sponsorship and
Exhibitor Booths!
Get started at realtorquest.ca
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Laminam seamlessly combines the elegance of natural stone with unparalleled durability,
offering limitless design potential. Available in a wide range of natural colours and finishes,
Laminam surfaces are the perfect choice for creating timeless, sophisticated spaces.
Whether used for countertops, backsplashes, fireplace cladding, bathrooms, or even unique
applications like custom pet feeding stations, Laminam can bring your design vision to life.

Discover more

LAMINAM

SUPERIOR NATURAL SURFACES

@laminam_northamerica Distribution Centres: Toronto | Calgary | Vancouver | Montreal
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Credits: Caseys Creative Kitchens (kitchen, fireplace), Vanessa Fong, VFA Architecture + Design (shower), Avenue Design (pet feeding station)
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