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The Epoch Times is an independent voice in print and on the web. We report news responsibly and truthfully so that readers can improve their own lives and increase their understanding and respect for their neighbors next door and around the globe.




	
6 Facilitators of ‘Crime Tourism’ Arrested for $5.5 Million Theft Scheme [Thu, 29 Aug 05:45]The Department of Justice building in Washington on March 28, 2023. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)



	
Former Politician Convicted of Killing Las Vegas Reporter [Thu, 29 Aug 05:06]The then Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles in his Las Vegas office on May 11, 2022. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)



	
Federal Government Bans Drilling and Mining on 28 Million Acres in Alaska [Thu, 29 Aug 04:30]Fish Creek meanders through the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska, managed by the Bureau of Land Management on Alaska's North Slope, on July 8, 2004. (David W. Houseknecht/United States Geological Survey via AP)



	
US National Security Advisor Holds Rare Meeting With Senior Military Official in China [Thu, 29 Aug 04:06]U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan (L) shakes hands with Zhang Youxia, vice chairman of China's Central Military Commission, before a meeting at the Bayi building in Beijing on Aug. 29, 2024. (Ng Han Guan/POOL/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Suspect in Fatal Shooting Arrested After He Falls Through Ceiling of Memphis Home [Thu, 29 Aug 03:06]Debris covering the ground of a  private home after fugitive Deario Wilkerson was captured by U.S. Marshals after trying to hide in the attic and fell through the ceiling, in Memphis on Aug. 26, 2024. (U.S. Marshals via AP)



	
Warren Buffett’s Firm Sells Another $1 Billion of Bank of America Stock but Still Holds Almost 12 Percent [Thu, 29 Aug 03:02]Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO of Berkshire Hathaway, speaks during a game of bridge following the annual Berkshire Hathaway shareholders meeting in Omaha, Neb., on May 5, 2019. (Nati Harnik/AP Photo)



	
Vance Touts Trump Policies to Boost Truckers, Manufacturers, Economy [Thu, 29 Aug 01:45]Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) speaks at the Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids, Mich., on July 20, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)



	
Robbers Target Victims in Luxury Vehicles in Newport Beach Mall, Shots Fired [Thu, 29 Aug 01:03]Fashion Island mall in Newport Beach, Calif., on July 3, 2024. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)



	
Ex-Police Officer Gets Sentenced for Stealing Cocaine From Lockup, Reselling It [Thu, 29 Aug 00:59]Packages of cocaine seized by U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers in a file photo. (U.S. Customs and Border Protection)



	
New Jan. 6 Footage Reveals Pelosi’s Reactions After Capitol Breach [Wed, 28 Aug 23:36]New January 6 footage reveals Pelosi’s reaction  after Capitol breach. (House Committee on House Administration's Subcommittee on Oversight/Screenshot via NTD)



	
DOJ Charges Foreign Nationals on Alleged Swatting Operations Against Government Officials [Wed, 28 Aug 23:14]The Department of Justice in Washington on June 20, 2023. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)



	
Real Estate Website Accused of Driving up Rental Prices [Wed, 28 Aug 23:04]An apartment building in the Mission Bay area of San Francisco. (Courtesy of Rent.com)



	
Angelina Jolie Brings ‘Maria’ to Venice Film Festival [Wed, 28 Aug 21:58]Writer, director, producer, and actress Angelina Jolie Pitt attends the opening night gala premiere of Universal Pictures's "By the Sea" in Hollywood, Calif., on Nov. 5, 2015. (Jason Merritt/Getty Images)



	
Ex-Personal Injury Attorney Tom Girardi Convicted of Stealing Millions From Clients [Wed, 28 Aug 21:38]Attorney Thomas Girardi at a Los Angeles court on June 26, 2014. (Irfan Khan/Pool/Reuters)



	
Fire Officials Arrest Oroville Man Suspected of Starting Butte County Fire [Wed, 28 Aug 20:54]A Cal Fire OV-10 air tactical aircraft releases a puff of smoke while guiding a fire retardant drop during the Thompson Fire, in Oroville, Calif., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)



	
DOE Report Citing 4.2 Percent Clean Energy Job Growth Draws Praise, Skepticism [Wed, 28 Aug 20:45]Construction workers install actuators for tilting panels at a solar energy site that is being developed in Bowling Green, Fla., on March 24, 2021. (Dane Rhys/Reuters)



	
Chipmaker Nvidia Shares Slump in After-Hours Trading Despite Solid Earnings Report [Wed, 28 Aug 20:15]The logo of NVIDIA at its corporate headquarters in Santa Clara, Calif., in May 2022. (Courtesy of NVIDIA/Handout via Reuters)



	
PM Questions Journalist’s Ethics for Releasing Off the Record Video [Wed, 28 Aug 19:55]Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese attends the leader’s retreat during the 53rd Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting in Vava’u, Tonga, on Aug. 29, 2024. (AAP Image/Lukas Coch)



	
UCSF Researchers Identify Major Driver Behind COVID and Long COVID, With Potential Treatment [Wed, 28 Aug 19:50]An electron microscope image shows SARS-CoV-2 (round gold objects), which causes COVID-19, emerging from cultured cells. (NIAID via The Epoch Times)



	
California to Add More Than 250 New Sites to Redeem Bottles, Cans [Wed, 28 Aug 19:09]Bottles of water are displayed on a shelf at a convenience store in California on March 16, 2018. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)
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6 Facilitators of ‘Crime Tourism’ Arrested for $5.5 Million Theft Scheme
The group shoplifted, burglarized residences, and stole credit and debit cards.
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[image: 6 Facilitators of ‘Crime Tourism’ Arrested for $5.5 Million Theft Scheme]The Department of Justice building in Washington on March 28, 2023. Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times




By Katabella Roberts
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




Six people have been arrested in Los Angeles on Aug. 28 after allegedly facilitating a “crime tourism” group comprised of South Americans and other individuals who engaged in burglaries and thefts throughout the United States, and then laundered millions in illicit proceeds.
The six individuals were charged by a federal grand jury on Aug. 1, according to the Department of Justice (DOJ).
That indictment charged seven defendants in total with multiple felonies, including wire fraud, money laundering, conspiracy, and structuring transactions to avoid federal financial reporting requirements.
If convicted, they face up to 20 years in federal prison for each wire fraud and money laundering-related count, up to 10 years in federal prison for each structuring count, and up to five years in federal prison for the conspiracy to transport stolen property interstate count.
“Crime tourism is a major problem impacting not just Southern California, but our entire nation,” said U.S. Attorney Martin Estrada.
“These defendants facilitated and directed crime tourists who committed hundreds of robberies across the country—in essence, they acted as quarterbacks for a team of thieves,” Estrada said. “We will continue to work with our local partners to hold accountable those who would come to our country and take advantage of our liberties to steal from the American people.”
The DOJ said that crime tourism groups are comprised of individuals who often originate from outside of the United States, including from South America and elsewhere.
Members of such groups are responsible for conducting multiple burglaries, thefts, and other crimes throughout the country, the department said.
The groups often share the spoils of the thefts with facilitators and coconspirators, as well as others, both inside and outside the United States, according to the DOJ.
According to the indictment, 57-year-old Juan Carlos Thola-Duran, also known as “Parcero,” and his live-in girlfriend, Ana Maria Arriagada, 41, otherwise known as “Parcera,” lived in Santa Clarita and owned a car rental or dealership business named “Driver Power Rentals” (DPR).
From at least 2018 to July 2024, Thola-Duran directed individuals, often members of crime tourism theft groups traveling from South America, to travel to various parts of the United States to commit thefts, the indictment states.
The thefts involved shoplifting goods from stores, burglarizing residences and commercial businesses, and stealing victims’ credit and debit cards.
Thola-Duran and Arriagada, through their car rental business, provided vehicles for the thief coconspirators to carry out their burglaries across the country, the indictment states.Stolen Goods Sold for Millions
In an effort to make the car rentals appear legitimate and maintain anonymity, the two also required their coconspirators to provide false identification when renting a vehicle for DPR’s records.
After members of the criminal group stole credit or debit cards, they were directed by Thola-Duran and Arriagada to immediately purchase electronics, gift cards, designer purses, and other high-end luxury goods from stores including Target, Best Buy, and The Home Depot before the cards could be frozen or canceled.
Thola-Duran also arranged for the thieves to deliver stolen or fraudulently obtained goods to associates at DPR or to mail them to other coconspirators, including defendant Miguel Angel Barajas, 57, of Northridge, or to other conspirators at a FedEx store in Sherman Oaks, the indictment states.
Thola-Duran’s 33-year-old son, John Carlo Thola, has also been charged as a codefendant. Prosecutors said he picked up the parcels and delivered them to Thola-Duran and other conspirators.
Thola-Duran would then purchase the goods at a fraction of their retail value, and pay the thieves a percentage of the items’ value.
The DOJ said Thola-Duran sold the stolen goods to other buyers for approximately $5.5 million over the course of the scheme, including approximately $5.1 million which was sent to various bank accounts controlled by the coconspirators.
The defendants allegedly used their stolen gains to purchase real estate and horses and structured cash withdrawals in a way that wouldn’t alarm banks.
Arriagada’s mother is also listed in the indictment as an unnamed coconspirator, along with Patricia Enderton of California and Federico Jorge Triebel IV, also of California.
The indictment also alleges that Thola-Duran, Arriagada, and others conspired to fraudulently obtain $274,998 in COVID-19 business relief loans from May 2020 to June 2021.
Ventura County Sheriff James Fryhoff said law enforcement has arrested more than 130 suspects linked to the crime tourism group since 2019.
The vast majority used vehicles supplied by DPR, he said.
It is not clear if the defendants have legal representation. The Epoch Times has contacted the DOJ for further comment.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/6-facilitators-of-crime-tourism-arrested-for-5-5-million-theft-scheme-5714760



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


USCrime & Public Safety

Former Politician Convicted of Killing Las Vegas Reporter
Prosecutors said Robert Telles blamed the 69-year-old investigative reporter for the end of his political career. 
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[image: Former Politician Convicted of Killing Las Vegas Reporter]The then Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles in his Las Vegas office on May 11, 2022. K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP




By Stephen Katte
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




A Nevada jury has found a former Las Vegas politician guilty of murdering an investigative journalist who wrote articles critical of his conduct in office.
Robert Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, was accused of killing 69-year-old investigative reporter Jeff German in a side yard of the journalist’s home in 2022.
In its Aug. 28 verdict, the jury found Telles guilty of first-degree murder with the use of a deadly weapon on a victim aged 60 or older. They deliberated for nearly 12 hours over three days before a unanimous vote.
Prosecutors argued Telles stabbed German to death over a series of critical articles that appeared in the Las Vegas Review-Journal. Among the claims made by German were Telles engaged in an inappropriate relationship with a staff member and that he often harassed and bullied his staff at the Clark County Public Administrator’s Office.
Prosecutors say German was murdered after internal communications from the office were going to be provided under a public records inquiry. Telles, an attorney who practiced civil law before he was elected in 2018, lost his primary for a second elected term after stories criticizing his leadership appeared in the Las Vegas Review-Journal in May and June 2022.
One of the prosecutors, Christopher Hamner, told jurors during closing arguments on Aug. 26  that Telles blamed German for destroying his career, ruining his reputation, and threatening his marriage. He said German fought with his assailant and reminded them that DNA that matched the former politcian’s was found beneath German’s fingernails.Jury Recommends Life Sentence
The jury has recommended a sentence of life in prison with the possibility of parole after 20 years. The jury heard from both the Telles and the German families before coming to their recommended sentencing.
German spent 44 years covering crime, courts, and corruption in Las Vegas.
Clark County District Court Judge Michelle Leavitt will consider the jury’s recommendation before officially sentencing the former Democratic politician on Oct. 16.
Telles has been held without bail since his arrest several days after German’s body was found in 2022. He has maintained his innocence since being arrested.
During the trial, he told jurors that the police, DNA labs, and a local realty company he investigated for a fraudulent housing kickback scheme were all part of a conspiracy to frame him. He did not provide any evidence for this claim.
Telles’ defense attorney, Robert Draskovich, tried to argue that surveillance footage from the day of the murder showed another individual driving the car the killer used. Draskovich said the profile didn’t match Telles, and the person in the video had hair. His client is bald.
Prosecutors said surveillance videos showed Telles’ maroon SUV leaving the neighborhood near his home and driving on streets near German’s home around the time of the murder.
Telles’ defense attorney, Robert Draskovich, has said his client plans to appeal the verdict.
The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Federal Government Bans Drilling and Mining on 28 Million Acres in Alaska
While environmental groups welcomed the move, Alaska’s governor said the government was ‘attempting to turn Alaska into one big national park.’
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[image: Federal Government Bans Drilling and Mining on 28 Million Acres in Alaska]Fish Creek meanders through the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska, managed by the Bureau of Land Management on Alaska's North Slope, on July 8, 2004. David W. Houseknecht/United States Geological Survey via AP




By Katabella Roberts
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




The Department of the Interior (DOI) has re-instated protections against mining and oil and gas development on more than 28 million acres of public lands across Alaska.
The protections, which were established in 1971, were removed in January 2021 under the Trump administration.
In an Aug. 27 press release, Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland said the department finalized the decision after an “extensive public process” in which it sought input from Alaska native tribes and native corporations, rural and urban communities, and the general public.
Many Alaska native tribes, native corporations, and tribal entities have said the lands are “vital to protecting important natural, cultural, and subsistence resources,” Haaland said.
Meanwhile, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) heard “overwhelming support” from the public about retaining protections across the land, she said.
An analysis by the BLM also found that removing any of the protections under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) in 1971 “would likely harm subsistence hunting and fishing in communities that would lose federal subsistence priority over certain lands, ranging from 44 to 117 communities, depending on the alternative.”
That same analysis found that lifting “all or even some of the withdrawals could have lasting negative impacts on wildlife, vegetation, and permafrost.”
As a result, the protections will remain in place in the public lands within the Bristol Bay, Bering Sea Western Interior, East Alaska, Kobuk Seward, and the Ring of Fire regions of Alaska.
The move by the DOI reverses a decision issued in the last days of the Trump administration that would have ended the longstanding protections and allowed oil and gas development on the public land.
In its press release, the DOI called that decision “unlawful” and said it lacked “sufficient analysis of the potential impacts of such a decision on subsistence and other important resources.”
The previous decision also lacked appropriate tribal consultation and did not comply with other legal requirements, the department said.
The DOI put the decision on hold to ensure full consideration of the potential impacts and allow for engagement with the public and Alaska Native communities, it said.
“Tribal consultation must be treated as a requirement—not an option—when the federal government is making decisions that could irrevocably affect tribal communities,” Haaland said.
The secretary of the interior thanked the BLM for “taking the time to ensure that we approached this decision with the benefit of feedback from Alaska native communities,” as well as tribal leaders.‘Complete Betrayal’
Haaland added that keeping the protections in place across the 28 million acres of public lands in Alaska will ensure their continued access and use.
Environmental organizations welcomed the decision, with the Sierra Club noting the lands are “critical to the survival of Alaskan communities and wildlife,” including three of North America’s largest caribou herds and 5,000 miles of salmon streams across the state.
The lands also provide critical migration corridors and connect other conservation areas of wildlife habitat, the organization said.
“These lands and waters are unparalleled not only for their natural beauty, but for the habitat they provide imperiled wildlife, and the recreation opportunities they offer us,” said Dan Ritzman, director of the Sierra Club’s Conservation Campaign. “These 28 million acres are some of the last truly intact wildlands in the United States. Secretary Haaland deserves credit for listening to those who have called for their protection for generations to come.”
The DOI’s decision was criticized by Alaska’s Republican Gov. Mike Dunleavy.
In a post on the social media platform X, Dunleavy accused the DOI of “locking up another 28 million acres of land,” describing the decision as a  “sanction against Alaska.”
Previously, the Biden administration has taken steps to bolster other protections against development in Alaska, including restricting oil and gas extraction on 13 million acres in the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska and rejecting the proposed construction of a 211-mile industrial access road meant to connect the Dalton Highway to the Ambler Mining District in north-central Alaska.
“They are attempting to turn Alaska into one big national park,” the governor said. “Alaska is still owed 5 million acres of land under the Statehood Act. Every one of these sanctions harms Alaska’s ability to prosper.”
Elsewhere, Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska) called the DOI’s decision a “complete betrayal of Alaska native Vietnam-era veterans,” and “of the promises that Alaska received when it became a state in 1959.”
“With this record of decision, the Biden-Harris administration has indefinitely restricted from selection more than 98 percent of the lands that Alaskans have been promised they would receive for decades—locking up more than 28 million acres,” Sullivan wrote on X.
“This harms our jobs and economy, and our Alaska native communities, who will be denied access to gravel resources to build out local village infrastructure,” the lawmaker added.
According to the DOI, its decision to keep the protections in place does not impact acres already available for selection by eligible individuals under the Alaska Native Vietnam-era Veterans Land Allotment Program.
The DOI’s Public Land Order will be published in the Federal Register later this week
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US National Security Advisor Holds Rare Meeting With Senior Military Official in China
The last time a U.S. national security advisor met their counterpart in China was in 2016, when Susan Rice held the role in the Obama administration. 
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[image: US National Security Advisor Holds Rare Meeting With Senior Military Official in China]U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan (L) shakes hands with Zhang Youxia, vice chairman of China's Central Military Commission, before a meeting at the Bayi building in Beijing on Aug. 29, 2024. Ng Han Guan/POOL/AFP via Getty Images




By Frank Fang
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan on Thursday met with a senior Chinese military official in a bid to manage tensions brewing between China and U.S. treaty allies in the region.
Sullivan met with General Zhang Youxia, vice chairman of the Central Military Commission (CMC), which is China’s top military body helmed by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) leader Xi Jinping. According to a readout of the meeting from the White House, Sullivan emphasized that both nations “have a responsibility to prevent competition from veering into conflict or confrontation.”
“The two sides reaffirmed the importance of regular military-to-military communications as part of efforts to maintain high-level diplomacy and open lines of communication,” according to the White House.
The meeting marks a rare engagement between China and the United States. The last time a U.S. national security advisor met with a CMC vice chairman in China happened in 2016, when Susan Rice of the Obama administration met with Fan Changlong in China. Fan retired from the CMC in 2018.
“It is rare that we have the opportunity to have this kind of exchange,” Sullivan told Zhang in his opening remarks. “Given the state of the world and the need for us to responsibly manage the U.S.-China relationship, I think this is a very important meeting.”
Zhang said in his opening remarks that he would like to use the meeting to communicate “frankly” with Sullivan and “exchange views on issues of mutual concern.”
Sullivan and Zhang discussed China’s tensions with Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan, and the U.S. commitment to freedom of navigation in the South China Sea, and to hold a theater commander phone call “in the near future.”
The pair also talked about Gaza, concerns about China’s support for Russia’s defense industrial base, and the need to avoid miscalculations and escalations in cyberspace.
On the issue of Taiwan, Sullivan said it was important to have “peace and stability” across the Taiwan Strait.
Before meeting with Zhang, Sullivan had lengthy talks with China’s foreign minister Wang Yi on Wednesday. During their talks, Wang told Sullivan that “Taiwan belongs to China” and asked that the United States “stop arming Taiwan and support China’s peaceful unification,” according to a Chinese readout.
On Thursday, Taiwan’s foreign ministry released a statement, criticizing Wang for claiming “various fallacies” about the island during talks with Sullivan.
“China’s continued intimidation and suppression of Taiwan, as well as its naked ambitions for military expansion, are the biggest source of risks that undermine regional peace and stability,” the Taiwanese ministry said.
“As a responsible member of the international community, Taiwan will continue to strengthen its self-defense capabilities and work with like-minded partners such as the United States to defend the rules-based international order, to ensure peace, stability, and prosperity across the Taiwan Strait and the Indo-Pacific region.”
The Philippines has recently been protesting China’s “dangerous maneuvers” against its vessels and planes during its routine patrol and resupply missions within its exclusive economic zones, as recognized by international law to which China is also a signatory.
On Wednesday, Manila’s National Maritime Council said it was pushing for a review of the country’s defense treaty with the United States in light of the security challenges posed by China continuing to aggressively assert its territorial claims in the South China Sea despite them being rejected by the Permanent Court of Arbitration in 2016.
“The strategic landscape has changed so much, so maybe it’s high time now to review,” the council’s spokesperson Alexander Lopez told local media. The U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty was signed in 1951.
Lopez added that “engaging traditional allies and newfound allies and rallying these like-minded nations” was part of the Philippines’ diplomatic actions against China’s aggressive actions in the West Philippine Sea.
Reuters contributed to the report.
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Suspect in Fatal Shooting Arrested After He Falls Through Ceiling of Memphis Home
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[image: Suspect in Fatal Shooting Arrested After He Falls Through Ceiling of Memphis Home]Debris covering the ground of a  private home after fugitive Deario Wilkerson was captured by U.S. Marshals after trying to hide in the attic and fell through the ceiling, in Memphis on Aug. 26, 2024. U.S. Marshals via AP




By The Associated Press
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




MEMPHIS, Tenn.—A suspect in a fatal shooting in Tennessee was arrested after he fell through the ceiling of a home where he was hiding, authorities said.
Deario Wilkerson, 20, was arrested Monday in Memphis by a U.S. Marshals Service task force that looks for fugitives in West Tennessee.
Wilkerson had been charged with first-degree murder and reckless endangerment with a deadly weapon in the fatal shooting of Troy Cunningham in Memphis on April 2, the Marshals Service said in a news release.
The task force had tracked Wilkerson to a Memphis home and surrounded the house. Wilkerson, who was hiding in the attic, was arrested after he fell through the ceiling, the Marshals Service said. He was not hurt.
Online court records did not show if Wilkerson had a lawyer to speak on his behalf about the charges.
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Warren Buffett’s Firm Sells Another $1 Billion of Bank of America Stock but Still Holds Almost 12 Percent
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[image: Warren Buffett’s Firm Sells Another $1 Billion of Bank of America Stock but Still Holds Almost 12 Percent]Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO of Berkshire Hathaway, speaks during a game of bridge following the annual Berkshire Hathaway shareholders meeting in Omaha, Neb., on May 5, 2019. Nati Harnik/AP Photo




By The Associated Press
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




OMAHA, Neb.—Investor Warren Buffett’s company has unloaded more of its Bank of America stake, selling nearly 25 million shares worth almost $1 billion over the past week.
Berkshire Hathaway has steadily sold off 116 million Bank of America shares since July. But it still controls nearly 12 percent of the stock in the bank based in Charlotte, North Carolina.
After the sale was disclosed, Berkshire’s Class A stock—already the most expensive stock on Wall Street—gained $7,184.62 Wednesday to sell for $698,534.62.
That elevated the conglomerate based in Omaha, Nebraska, into the club of companies valued by the stock market at over $1 trillion. But that’s still well shy of market behemoths Nvidia and Microsoft, now valued at over $3 trillion.
The Bank of American stake remains one of Berkshire’s biggest investments, behind only its large Apple stake and its longtime American Express investment.
Buffett raised eyebrows earlier this month when he revealed he had halved the Apple investment and in the process built up a record $277 billion cash pile as of June 30. Berkshire’s cash has only grown since then with the Bank of America stock sales and all the earnings from the assortment of dozens of companies it owns, including BNSF railroad, Geico insurance, a collection of utilities and a bunch of retail and manufacturing businesses.
Buffett watchers say Berkshire’s recent stock sales are likely a sign that the revered investor thinks the stock market is overpriced and they suggest he may be trying to set himself up to take advantage of a downturn.
Buffett never discusses why he is buying and selling certain stocks while he is doing it, and he hasn’t offered any explanation for the Bank of America sales. He prefers to keep his moves close to his vest so other investors can’t copy him, but the Securities and Exchange Commission requires him to file updates on Berkshire’s Bank of America holdings because it owns more than 10 percent of the bank.
Buffett started selling off Berkshire’s Bank of America shares after it peaked with a new 52-week high of $44.44 back in July. The latest sales were all made at average prices just under $40 a share.
The stock was up slightly Wednesday at $39.80.
By Josh Funk
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Vance Touts Trump Policies to Boost Truckers, Manufacturers, Economy
The Republican vice-presidential nominee tailored his remarks to audiences in two key swing states, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
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[image: Vance Touts Trump Policies to Boost Truckers, Manufacturers, Economy]Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) speaks at the Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids, Mich., on July 20, 2024. Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times




By Janice Hisle
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




During back-to-back campaign stops in swing states on Aug. 28, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) told workers that he and former President Donald Trump are championing policies that will boost trucking and manufacturing with the aim to improve the economy for all Americans.
“We want truckers to be empowered instead of throttled,” Vance told people gathered at Team Hardinger, a trucking and warehousing company in Erie, Pennsylvania.
Hours later, Vance, the Republican vice-presidential nominee, also campaigned in another battleground state, Wisconsin; there, he spoke at AmeriLux International, a manufacturer and distributor of building materials.
In both speeches, Vance pledged that if he and Trump win the Nov. 5 election, they will reverse policies that he said are hurting trucking, manufacturing, and the U.S. economy overall.
The policies of President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris have discouraged reliance on fossil fuels and favor electric-powered vehicles. The result has been increased costs for truckers, and hence, consumers, Vance said.
He noted that trucks haul food and goods to stores. “If the truckers are paying more for fuel, we’re all paying more for everything,” he said to the audience in De Pere, Wisconsin.
The American Trucking Association says that a typical long-haul, clean-diesel tractor costs about $200,000, while a comparable electric one costs nearly $500,000. About 95 percent of all trucking companies are small businesses with 10 trucks or fewer, the association adds, and they cannot afford the pricier electric trucks.
“If you force all these great truckers to buy electric trucks instead of the trucks they’re currently using, you’re going to make this inflation crisis way worse,” Vance told Pennsylvanians, urging people to vote for the Republican ticket rather than Democratic presidential nominee Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.
“You think [the prices of] groceries are bad, wait until Kamala Harris makes every American trucker drive an electric truck,” Vance said. “You think car prices are bad, wait until Kamala Harris makes everybody buy a Chinese-made electric vehicle.”
Such policies are “a disaster,” he said, “not just for truckers, but for everybody who relies on them, which is everybody.”3 Steps to Lower Prices
Vance said that he and Trump will take three major steps to “end this horrible affordability crisis.”
First, they will halt the influx of illegal immigrants, who compete for wages against American workers.
Second, they will “stop ridiculous job-killing regulations like the EV [electric-vehicle] mandate.”
“And number three,” he said, “we are going to ‘drill, baby, drill.’ We’ve got plenty of energy right here in Pennsylvania. Let’s get it out of the ground with Pennsylvania workers.”
Policies adversely affecting American industry predate Harris’s role in the Biden White House, Vance said.
“There was a consensus in this country for 30 years that we didn’t need to make our own stuff. And so now, everything—from a lot of the steel that we rely on to the drugs that we put in the bodies of our children— ... it’s made by our adversaries instead of made by American workers,” he said. “Wasn’t that stupid?”
But, Vance said, Trump is one political figure during his lifetime who said, “No more of this.” He credited Trump’s first term in 2017–2021 with creating “a bigger boom for American manufacturing and American energy than we’ve seen that benefits the people of Erie, Pennsylvania.”Reminiscent of His Hometown
Vance described Erie as “a beautiful place” that has fallen by the wayside. He said it reminds him of the southwest Ohio city where he grew up, Middletown, which boasts “a proud manufacturing and proud steelmaking tradition.”
Erie, however, has been “left behind” because U.S. leaders “decided we were going to let companies make things using Chinese slave labor,” he said.
“And I happen to think we shouldn’t expect Americans to compete with a bunch of Chinese slave laborers,“ he said. ”We ought to expect American companies to hire American and build in the United States of America. And if you do more of that, you’re going to bring more jobs to Erie, Pennsylvania.”
During his speech in Wisconsin, Vance pointed out that Trump wants to “punish the companies that are doing business with the communist Chinese.”One Thing Is ‘Broken’
Vance also told Wisconsinites that campaigning as vice president for the past six weeks has been “the greatest honor of my life” and has given him the opportunity to “see this country from a totally different perspective.”
This experience has shown him that “we have the most beautiful country in the entire world ... we have got natural resources that are the envy of the entire world.”
“The Chinese and the Russians would kill for the stuff that we have right here in Wisconsin and all across our great country,” Vance said.
“We have the best workers and the best families anywhere in the world, and by the way, we’ve got the proudest cultural and historical traditions, I believe, that exist anywhere on the face of the earth.
“The only thing that is broken about this country is our failed leadership.”Hope for the Future
He said that Trump, however, “is equal to the job of leading the American people.”
“Donald Trump is a president for every American citizen, rich or poor. We just want people to have a good life in this country that all of us love,” Vance said.
While Harris, Walz, and their supporters have often used the word “joy” when discussing their campaign, Vance said he reflected on the conditions affecting many people in the United States.
“A lot of our fellow citizens, especially the poorest Americans and a lot of our middle-class people, they can’t afford food; they can’t afford a place to live. ... Young Americans want to be able to buy a house and they can’t afford it,” he said.
Still, he and Trump believe in “the very real hope that the best days of this country are ahead of us,” Vance said.
That’s because “we have the best people; we have the best workers,” and because Trump, if reelected as president, will “work for you every single day,” Vance said.
He urged: “Get out there and tell every person you know why you’re voting for Donald Trump. Get your friends and your family to the polls.”
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[image: Robbers Target Victims in Luxury Vehicles in Newport Beach Mall, Shots Fired]Fashion Island mall in Newport Beach, Calif., on July 3, 2024. John Fredricks/The Epoch Times




By City News Service
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




NEWPORT BEACH, Calif.—A trio of suspects robbed a man sitting inside a white Rolls-Royce SUV and tried to carjack another in a yellow Ferrari—leading to shots being fired—in the parking lot of an upscale Newport Beach shopping center, authorities said Aug. 27.
The robberies were reported around 11:30 p.m. Aug. 26 at a parking lot at Fashion Island near the Bloomingdale’s store, in the southern California city. Witnesses told Newport Beach police that three men wearing ski masks approached a man in a Rolls-Royce and stole his watch and wallet.
The suspects then approached a man in a yellow Ferrari and attempted to carjack the vehicle, but the driver sped away, prompting one of the suspects to open fire at the luxury car, shattering a window.
The Ferrari driver eventually stopped at a nearby gas station. One of the victims suffered a wound to his ear, “possibly from shattered glass from a gunshot at the vehicle” that was treated by paramedics, police reported.
The suspects fled the scene and were believed to have been in a blue Kia sedan, officials said.
Anyone with information for detectives was asked to call 949-644-3762 or to email [email protected].
In July, a tourist from New Zealand—68-year-old Patricia McKay—was killed in an attempted robbery in the parking lot of the Fashion Island mall. In that case, two suspects approached the victim and her husband as they were leaving the mall and tried to rob them, eventually dragging McKay into the parking lot, where she was run over by a getaway vehicle driven by a third suspect.
The three suspects were caught that day and later charged with murder.
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[image: Ex-Police Officer Gets Sentenced for Stealing Cocaine From Lockup, Reselling It]Packages of cocaine seized by U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers in a file photo. U.S. Customs and Border Protection




By City News Service
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




SANTA ANA, Cailf.—A former Inglewood Police Department officer was sentenced Aug. 27 to two and a half years in federal prison for stealing cocaine from the department’s lock-up and reselling it on the street.
John Abel Baca, 48, of Whittier, then a 21-year veteran of the Inglewood Police Department (IPD) and its union representative, was also ordered to pay a $40,000 fine by U.S. District Judge James Selna. Baca pleaded guilty Oct. 17, 2023 to distributing cocaine on two occasions.
On April 29, 2021, Baca delivered cocaine to a witness cooperating with law enforcement. Baca then delivered 2.2 pounds of cocaine to the same cooperating witness during a meeting the following week in exchange for $22,000 in cash, according to his plea agreement.
In February 2021, the buyer informed the FBI that Baca, then an active-duty IPD officer, had previously offered to sell 2.2 pounds of cocaine, 4.4 pounds of “White China” heroin, and an unlimited supply of black tar heroin. The informant reported that Baca claimed to have stolen drugs and cash during routine traffic stops he made while working with a drug task force, federal prosecutors said.
During a covertly recorded meeting in late April 2021, Baca provided a sample of the cocaine to the informant to provide to purported buyers. Several days later, Baca negotiated the price for 2.2 pounds of cocaine—$22,000 in cash—then delivered a brick of cocaine to the informant’s workplace. Later the same day, Baca collected $22,000 from the cooperating witness, he admitted.
In the plea agreement, Baca admitted that he abused his position of trust as a police officer, including by stealing drugs from the police department’s lock-up and reselling them.
Jane Yang contributed to this report.
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Newly revealed footage shows then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s reactions to the Jan. 6 Capitol breach. The footage was recorded by Pelosi’s daughter Alexandra Pelosi and handed over to the U.S. Committee on House Administration’s Subcommittee on Oversight by HBO, the distributor of the documentary film “Pelosi in the House.”
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[image: DOJ Charges Foreign Nationals on Alleged Swatting Operations Against Government Officials]The Department of Justice in Washington on June 20, 2023. Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images




By Matt McGregor
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




The Department of Justice (DOJ) has charged two foreign nationals with conspiring to carry out a swatting operation against high-ranking government officials.
Romanian Thomasz Szabo, 26, and Serbian Nemanja Radovanovic, 21, have been charged with one count of conspiracy, 29 counts of making bomb threats, and four counts of making threats in connection with interstate and foreign commerce, the DOJ said in an Aug. 28 press release.
From 2020 to 2024, Szabo and Radovanovic allegedly used the personal information such as the home addresses of their victims to make false reports of emergencies and thus provoke law enforcement to respond.
Szabo was allegedly the administrator of a chat group in which the co-conspirators planned out their swatting strategies, using monikers such as “War Lord,” “Kollectivist,” and “Mortenberg Shekelstorms.”
The indictment further alleges that the defendants made swatting attempts against up to 61 state and executive branch officials, members of Congress, and senior officials in federal law enforcement agencies.
The defendants also attempted to swat 40 private victims, including four businesses, four religious institutions, and one university, the DOJ said.
“Swatting is not a victimless prank—it endangers real people, wastes precious police resources, and inflicts significant emotional trauma,” said U.S. Attorney Matthew Graves. “We will use every tool at our disposal to find the perpetrators and hold them accountable, no matter where they might be.”‘Not a Victimless Prank’
In January, William McFarland, sergeant-at-arms for the House of Representatives, sent a letter to the spouses of members of Congress to warn them about an increase in swatting incidents.
“For those not familiar, swatting typically involves an unknown call placed to 9-1-1 claiming that there is an ongoing emergency, or that a violent crime has occurred,” he wrote in the Jan. 30 letter. “In a ’swatting' call, the caller falsely claims that they are a Member or associated with the Member and provides the Member’s home address. The goal of swatting is to initiate an emergency response, such as a SWAT team responding to the Member residence, creating a tense and volatile situation.”
The first sign of a swatting attempt is frequently the appearance of law enforcement at one’s home in preparation for an emergency.
McFarland said he would be launching an investigation into the swatting attempts.
Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) and Brandon Williams (R-N.Y.) were among the lawmakers reportedly swatted between 2023 and 2024.
Also in January, Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.)—who also reported a swatting—introduced the Preserving Safe Communities by Ending Swatting Act, which if passed would increase penalties for swatting.
“Last month, criminals attempted a ‘swatting’ on my home in Florida in a despicable act of cowardice, clearly intending to terrorize my family and inflict fear and violence,” he said in a press release. “This is happening around the nation, not just to elected officials, but also to hundreds of Jewish institutions. It’s sickening, dangerous and we must stop it.”
He thanked law enforcement for their “incredible work” in keeping the nation safe when they put their lives on the line every day.
“They shouldn’t be put in danger and have their time and resources wasted because of these disgusting hoaxes,” he said.
Katabella Roberts contributed to this report.
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Real Estate Website Accused of Driving up Rental Prices
Company is accused of sharing pricing information with landlord subscribers, stifling competition and keeping rents high, U.S. Department of Justice says.
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By Rudy Blalock
8/28/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




A Texas-based real estate software company has been accused of helping landlords across the nation to artificially raise their rents, thus eliminating competition and harming consumers, according to a federal lawsuit filed by the U.S. Department of Justice and eight U.S. states.
The company, RealPage, uses a subscription-based tool that allows landlords to price their multifamily rental housing units. The lawsuit alleges that the company illegally collects and shares pricing and supply information from competing landlords, according to an Aug. 23 press release by California Attorney General Rob Bonta. California is one of the states that has signed on to the suit.
According to Bonta, the company recommended rent increases to its subscribing landlords, who knew such increases were also recommended to their competitors, which, he said, drove rent prices up even when the supply was high.
“Anticompetitive agreements are illegal, whether done by a human or software program. RealPage misused private and sensitive consumer data to take the competition out of the rental industry, leaving renters no other choice but to pay the intentionally high prices that landlords agreed to set,” Bonta said, according to the press release.
RealPage manages more than 24 million housing units worldwide from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia, according to its website.
The areas in California most affected by the practice were in the Southern California cities of Anaheim, Santa Ana, Irvine, Riverside, San Bernardino, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, Temecula, Murrieta, San Diego, and Carlsbad, according to Bonta’s press release.
Attorneys general in Colorado, Connecticut, Minnesota, North Carolina, Oregon, Tennessee, and Washington also joined the lawsuit.
Through sharing sensitive information such as the pricing and supply of rental units, RealPage eliminated the need of landlords to lower rents to attract tenants, since landlords were able to align their prices among each other and eliminate a need for competition, according to Bonta.
Usually, competition among landlords can result in lower rents, but such sharing of sensitive data by RealPage allowed landlords to align their prices and eliminate such competition, according to the lawsuit.
“This conduct is unacceptable and illegal, and given California’s current housing shortage and affordability crisis, it is causing real harm,” he said.
In California, housing needs have outpaced construction for nearly half a century, while housing costs have continuously risen, resulting in nearly 700,000 Californians being at risk of eviction, according to the press release.
RealPage is accused of violating the federal Sherman Antitrust Act—which makes anticompetitive agreements illegal—and of monopolization and attempted monopolization. Through the sharing of competitively sensitive data, the company removed competitive pressure—which benefits renters—among landlords.
U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland said the company, through its software, not only recommended rental prices, but also policed landlords who didn’t follow its guidance.
“When the Sherman Act was passed, an anticompetitive scheme might have looked like robber barons shaking hands at a secret meeting. Today, it looks like landlords using mathematical algorithms to align their rents,” Garland said in an Aug. 23 press release. “Antitrust law does not become obsolete simply because competitors find new ways to unlawfully act in concert.”
The lawsuit, filed in the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina, seeks to bar RealPage from collecting sensitive data from its landlord subscribers, end the monopoly it has on such data-collection software, and end any practice to increase rents uniformly.
RealPage did not return a request for comment by publication. But in a lengthy six-page statement on its website from June, the company said the allegations were based on “demonstrably false information” and that its software benefits both housing providers and residents. The company also said its software “makes price recommendations in all directions—up, down or no change—to align with property specific objectives.”
“The truth shows the distorted narratives and lawsuits have no merit,” the company wrote.
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Actress Angelina Jolie and filmmaker Pablo Larrain arrive at the Venice Film Festival to present their Maria Callas movie “Maria” at 7:30 a.m. ET on Aug. 29.











This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/epochtv/angelina-jolie-brings-maria-to-venice-film-festival-5714435



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


USRegional & State NewsState NewsCalifornia

Ex-Personal Injury Attorney Tom Girardi Convicted of Stealing Millions From Clients
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: Ex-Personal Injury Attorney Tom Girardi Convicted of Stealing Millions From Clients]Attorney Thomas Girardi at a Los Angeles court on June 26, 2014. Irfan Khan/Pool/Reuters



By Kos Temenes
8/28/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




A former personal injury attorney and former celebrity husband has been found guilty by a Los Angeles federal court of stealing at least $15 million from multiple former clients.
Thomas Girardi, 85, of Seal Beach, was found guilty on four counts of wire fraud. His sentencing date has been set for Dec. 6 by U.S. District Judge Josephine L. Staton. Girardi could face a maximum sentence of 20 years in federal prison for each count.
“Disbarred plaintiffs’ personal injury attorney Thomas Vincent Girardi was found guilty by a jury today of leading a years-long scheme in which he embezzled tens of millions of dollars of money that belonged to his clients, some of whom awaited payment for treatment of severe physical injuries,” the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Central District of California said in a statement.
Girardi is the former husband of Erika “Jayne” Girardi, who featured in the reality TV show “The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills.”
“Tom Girardi built celebrity status and lured in victims by falsely portraying himself as a ‘Champion of Justice.’ In reality, he was a Robin-Hood-in-reverse, stealing from the needy to support a lavish, Hollywood lifestyle,” U.S. Attorney Martin Estrada said in a statement following the jury verdict.
“Today’s verdict shows that the game is up—we can all now see this defendant for what he was and the victims he callously betrayed.”
According to the U.S. attorney’s office, the prosecution uncovered a scheme by which Girardi embezzled money from client trust accounts at his law firm, Girardi Keese, from which he stole millions while failing to make payouts to his clients.
Girardi allegedly ran this scheme for more than 10 years, from 2010 through 2020, in addition to misappropriating client funds in order to pay for an extravagant lifestyle.
“Girardi diverted tens of millions of dollars from his law firm’s operating account to pay illegitimate expenses, including more than $25 million to pay the expenses of EJ Global, a company formed by his wife related to her entertainment career, as well as spent millions of dollars of Girardi Keese funds on private jet travel, jewelry, luxury cars, and exclusive golf and social clubs,” the office said.
The legal problems related to Girardi’s theft of client funds forced his firm into involuntary bankruptcy at the end of 2020. Less than two years later, in July 2022, Girardi was disbarred by California’s State Bar.
Girardi was indicted for his crimes in February, alongside Christopher Kazuo Kamon, the firm’s former chief financial officer. Kamon, 50, formerly of Encino and Palos Verdes, was residing in the Bahamas at the time of his November 2022 arrest on a federal criminal complaint.
Kamon is charged with multiple fraud counts for allegedly aiding and abetting Girardi’s scheme to defraud clients, having allegedly also embezzled millions of dollars from the law firm’s accounts for his own personal enrichment.
Kamon has pleaded not guilty to the charges. He remains in federal custody while awaiting trial in January 2025.
In a separate case, Girardi and Kamon also face federal fraud charges in Chicago, alongside David R. Lira, Girardi’s son-in-law and a former lawyer at Girardi Keese, with a trial scheduled for March 2025.
From NTD News
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Fire Officials Arrest Oroville Man Suspected of Starting Butte County Fire
Spencer Anderson is accused of throwing lit fireworks from his car, sparking the blaze that destroyed 26 homes and businesses.
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[image: Fire Officials Arrest Oroville Man Suspected of Starting Butte County Fire]A Cal Fire OV-10 air tactical aircraft releases a puff of smoke while guiding a fire retardant drop during the Thompson Fire, in Oroville, Calif., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Stephen Lam/San Francisco Chronicle via AP




By Jill McLaughlin
8/28/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




Butte County authorities arrested an Oroville man suspected of throwing flaming fireworks out of his car, starting the Thompson fire this summer that destroyed 26 homes and businesses, county officials announced Aug. 27.
Spencer Grant Anderson, 26, is accused of sparking the fire from his Toyota sedan at about 10:45 a.m. July 2 on Cherokee Road, north of Thompson Flat Road. The flaming object was thrown into a steep embankment next to the road, starting the destructive fire that burned for seven days, according to the county’s District Attorney Michael Ramsey.
Anderson was arrested Aug. 22, arraigned Aug. 27, and is being held without bail at the Butte County Jail.
Officials say the fire started on a “red flag day,” meaning fire danger in the region was especially critical. Temperatures were above 100 degrees with low humidity, and high winds were blowing from the west.
The fire is believed to have started at the bottom of a steep embankment next to the west side of the road. Because of the dry conditions, it burned quickly up the hillside.
Once the fire reached the top of the hill, the wind carried embers east, nearly a one-quarter mile away.
The fire also ran up the Cherokee and Oregon Gulch drainages to the north of Oroville, and burned across the face of Table Mountain, according to the district attorney’s office.
From there, it spread quickly east into the City of Oroville, prompting the Butte County Sheriff’s Office to evacuate the northeast portion of the city and the Kelly Ridge residential area next to the Oroville Dam.
Within eight hours, the fire traveled more than 3.5 miles, destroying the first 13 homes and damaging another 34, officials said.
Fire investigators determined where the fire started and that it was intentional, according to Ramsey’s office.
Interviews with locals and with those who reported the emergency to 911 led investigators to identify the Toyota sedan allegedly driven by Anderson, placing it at the scene, officials reported.
[image: Spencer Grant Anderson, 26, of Oroville was arrested Aug. 22, 2024, and suspected of starting the Thompson Fire in Butte County, California.]Spencer Grant Anderson, 26, of Oroville was arrested Aug. 22, 2024, and suspected of starting the Thompson Fire in Butte County, California.



Investigators determined the fire was most likely started when the flaming object was allegedly thrown by the driver of the Toyota as he drove southbound on Cherokee Road.
Investigators from the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection used photos from license plate readers in the area to locate Anderson’s Toyota sedan in Oroville, officials said. Once found, investigators monitored the suspect 24 hours a day, seven days a week to collect evidence, before making an arrest.
The fire scorched nearly 6 square miles in the rural county starting July 2, ultimately destroying 26 homes or buildings, and causing the evacuation of about 30,000 residents.
Officials say the suspect admitted to buying fireworks from a stand in Oroville and throwing one out his car window to “test one.”
Anderson has a previous felony conviction for domestic violence, which would double the punishment available for any potential arson conviction. He faces 21 years in state prison, according to the district attorney.
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DOE Report Citing 4.2 Percent Clean Energy Job Growth Draws Praise, Skepticism
The annual survey of utilities and 42,000 businesses found grid expansion and construction are fueling employment in solar, wind, and similar technologies.
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[image: DOE Report Citing 4.2 Percent Clean Energy Job Growth Draws Praise, Skepticism]Construction workers install actuators for tilting panels at a solar energy site that is being developed in Bowling Green, Fla., on March 24, 2021. Dane Rhys/Reuters




By John Haughey
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




“Clean energy” development accounted for 6 percent of all new employment in the United States in 2023, adding 142,000 jobs to the nation’s collective payroll, according to a U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) report released on Aug. 28.
The DOE’s 227 page 2024 U.S. Energy and Employment Report (USEER) states the nation’s overall energy workforce grew by more than 250,000 jobs, or 2 percent, in 2023 with 56 percent of those new jobs in clean energy—primarily solar, wind, and construction of related infrastructure.
The DOE said the report, an annual study established in 2016 to track employment trends in the energy sector, includes data from utilities and 42,000 businesses and documents a 4.2 percent hike in clean energy jobs.
“Our policies are working,” DOE Secretary Jennifer M. Granholm said in a statement announcing the USEER’s release.
“We are now starting to see the job impacts of investments made through the infrastructure and inflation reduction laws—first in construction and as America builds more of these factories, we’ll see hundreds of thousands more,” she said.
Institute for Energy Research President Tom Pyle—among those contacted by The Epoch Times who acknowledged they had not yet digested USEER specifics—said much of the clean energy job growth is underwritten by taxpayers “vis-a-vis subsidies, loan guarantees” and tax credits, including nearly $390 billion in 2022’s Inflation Reduction Act.
“I would hope and assume with all the billions of dollars the Biden-Harris administration is giving corporations that produce renewable energy, there would be some job growth,” he said.
Also, Pyle said, after the recent 28-percent downward adjustment in overall 2022 and 2023 employment numbers by the U.S. Department of Labor, he views job growth announcements from the federal government with skepticism.
DOE Deputy Secretary David Turk told reporters during a press call that overall energy job growth in 2023, especially in clean energy, “was driven by the utilities and construction sectors in particular—think new jobs building renewable energy and upgrading our grid.”
According to the department, 2023’s employment increased in all five USEER energy technology categories—electric power generation; energy efficiency; fuels; motor vehicles; and transmission, distribution, and storage—across all 50 states.
The report states the energy efficiency sector supported almost 2.3 million jobs in 2023, adding nearly 75,000 from the year before—the most of any sector.
According to the report, the fastest-growing area was the utilities sector, which saw 5 percent growth, adding 28,000 jobs.
The DOE said the private sector “continues to announce major investments in American-made energy” fostered by the Biden administration’s Investing in America (IIA) program.
A White House fact sheet tracks IIA state-by-state investments through June 2024.
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In breaking out job growth geographically, the USEER states Idaho had the fastest rate of clean energy job growth, increasing by 7.7 percent.
The state’s IIA fact sheet notes there’s been $26.4 billion in private investment with $3.3 billion in federal incentives since 2022.
Texas and New Mexico—the nation’s two largest oil and natural gas-producing states—round out the top three in clean energy jobs created, according to the DOE.
The USEET said Texas clean energy jobs grew 6 percent. The Texas IIA Fact Sheet documents $153.2 billion in private and $34.2 billion in public investment.
New Mexico’s clean energy workforce added 5.9 percent more jobs. Its IIA Fact Sheet cites $8.2 billion in private and $5.7 billion in federal investment.
According to the USEER, solar and wind energy showed “strong job growth, jumping 5.3 percent and 4.5 percent respectively.”
The DOE projects solar and wind energy generation will double clean energy’s share of the nation’s electricity generation by 2030.
The report states nearly 90,000 jobs were created in 2023, a 4.5-percent increase and nearly double the overall 2.3-percent growth in construction jobs.
[image: Workers stand on the platform of a fracking rig in the Permian Basin oil field in Midland, Texas, on Jan. 21, 2016. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)]Workers stand on the platform of a fracking rig in the Permian Basin oil field in Midland, Texas, on Jan. 21, 2016. Spencer Platt/Getty Images



The 2023 report includes two new classifications—“unionization rate,” or union jobs compared to overall jobs, and clean energy infrastructure employment.
The report found 12.4 percent of 2023 added positions—most in construction and utilities—were union jobs, surpassing the overall 11-percent “unionization rate” across the sector.
“With union density in clean energy at record highs, it’s clear we can create good jobs and advance a cleaner economy at the same time,” AFL-CIO President Liz Shuler said in the DOE press release.
According to the department, Texas leads the nation with nearly 9.7 million employed in energy followed by California (932,273), Michigan (401,720), Florida (351,934), and Ohio (333,110).
In terms of clean energy, California’s 545,207 jobs are the most in any state. Texas (261,934), New York (177,202), Florida (172,115), and Illinois (130,473) round out the top five, the USEER reported.Praise and Skepticism
The report was lauded by, among others, the American Clean Power Association (ACP) and e2.org.
“Clean energy investments are spurring a manufacturing renaissance across America,” ACP said in an X post, noting more than 160 utility-scale manufacturing facilities have been announced since 2022 and highlighting its 2024 Clean Energy Investing In America report.
Washington-based e2.org noted since the Inflation Reduction Act’s August 2022 adoption, “companies have announced at least 334 major new clean energy and clean vehicle projects across the country.”
In its Aug. 14 report, e2.org estimates those new projects alone will create 109,278 jobs and garner $126 billion in private investments.
Pyle said to take the numbers with a grain of salt, noting basic job generation data is not the best metric to evaluate if clean energy investment is helping or hurting the economy.
“There may be fewer jobs being created in the oil and gas industry but the amount of energy that is produced” by one oil or gas job compared to one renewable energy job—or “energy density”—is significantly greater, he said.
“So the question is, there may be growing employment in certain sectors, but that doesn’t make it the most useful use of resources and of labor,” Pyle said.
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Chipmaker Nvidia Shares Slump in After-Hours Trading Despite Solid Earnings Report
Concerns over projected gross margins and Blackwell chips may have led the after-hours drop, analysts say.
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[image: Chipmaker Nvidia Shares Slump in After-Hours Trading Despite Solid Earnings Report]The logo of NVIDIA at its corporate headquarters in Santa Clara, Calif., in May 2022. Courtesy of NVIDIA/Handout via Reuters




By Andrew Moran
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




Chipmaker Nvidia’s latest quarterly earnings report failed to impress investors, even as the tech titan topped Wall Street estimates and extended its streak of blockbuster growth.
After Wall Street’s closing bell on Aug. 28, the chip juggernaut reported that revenues rose $30 billion, rocketing 122 percent annually during the quarter after three consecutive periods of year-over-year growth that surpassed 200 percent. This was also up 15 percent from the previous quarter.
Revenues in its data center division spiked 154 percent year-over-year to $26.3 billion, accounting for 88 percent of total sales.
Nvidia, which has been at the center of the artificial intelligence craze over the past year, noted that nearly $4 billion in revenues originated from the firm’s networking products. Gaming revenue also increased 16 percent from a year ago to $2.9 billion. It provides chips for Nintendo’s video game consoles.
Net income soared to $16.6 billion, or 67 cents per share, up from $6.18 billion, or 25 cents a share, at the same time a year ago.
Gross margins dipped from 78.4 percent to 75.1 percent, and Nvidia projects that gross margins will be in the “mid-70 percent range” for the full year, falling short of the consensus estimate of 76.4 percent.
The company announced that its board of directors approved a $50 billion stock buyback. Last year, Nvidia confirmed a $25 billion share buyback program.
“Nvidia achieved record revenues as global data centers are in full throttle to modernize the entire computing stack with accelerated computing and generative AI,” founder and CEO Jensen Huang said.
All attention is now on the company’s next-generation AI chip, named Blackwell. In an earnings call, it confirmed that sample Blackwell chips were shipped the last quarter, with adjustments made to ensure the product will be more efficient to produce.
“The change to the mask is complete. There were no functional changes necessary,” Huang told shareholders and analysts. “When I [say] start production in Q4, I mean shipping out. I don’t mean starting to ship.”
Meanwhile, Nvidia said it anticipates that its current-generation chip, called Hopper, will bolster total shipments in the next two quarters.
According to John Belton, portfolio manager at Gabelli Funds, investors were already “a bit nervous” heading into Nvidia’s earnings report, mainly because of potential delays in the production and shipment of Blackwell chips.
“Most of our channel checks suggest that the delays should be relatively short-lived, likely due to a design flaw rather than a manufacturing issue,” Belton said in a note. “This flaw has since been corrected, so while it may affect near-term revenue, results, and forward guidance, it should have no impact on Nvidia’s longer-term business trajectory.”Market Reaction
With the company’s market capitalization rate of more than $3 trillion, Nvidia’s earnings calls have become must-watch events—in person and online—on Wall Street.
That said, its earnings were not well received in extended trading, as shares slumped as much as 8 percent to around $116 per share. The stock has finished the Aug. 28 trading session down 2.1 percent to $125.61.
Still, year-to-date, the Nvidia stock is up about 160 percent.
After the closing bell, the drop in Nvidia shares weighed on the tech-heavy Nasdaq Composite Index, which tumbled more than 1 percent. The blue-chip Dow Jones Industrial Average and the S&P 500 were little changed.
Nvidia is one of the so-called Magnificent Seven stocks, which include Apple, Microsoft, Google parent Alphabet, Amazon.com, Meta Platforms, and Tesla Motors. Together, they represent more than a quarter of the U.S. stock market. Ten stocks account for one-third of the S&P 500.
“We think Nvidia is probably more important to the market than anything else going on over the next week or so,” Ken Mahoney, CEO at Mahoney Asset Management, said in a note.
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PM Questions Journalist’s Ethics for Releasing Off the Record Video
Australia’s leader has questioned the ethics of a journalist who recorded a private conversation which he says was misconstrued. 
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[image: PM Questions Journalist’s Ethics for Releasing Off the Record Video]Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese attends the leader’s retreat during the 53rd Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting in Vava’u, Tonga, on Aug. 29, 2024. AAP Image/Lukas Coch
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Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has suggested that a New Zealand journalist needs to “think about their own ethics” after recording and publishing what he says was a private conversation between himself and a U.S. official.
Albanese was in Tonga’s capital, Nuku'alofa, this week for the Pacific Islands Forum leaders meeting where he spoke to his “good mate” U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell.
During the forum, the Pacific Policing Initiative (PPI) was signed off on, which puts Australia in charge of a police force in the Pacific that can respond to major incidents.
The move comes amid concerns the Chinese Communist Party has been implanting security and police personnel throughout the Pacific under the guise of “police training.”
In the Aug. 28 conversation, Albanese refers to getting the PPI through as a “cracker,” saying it would make “such a difference.”
Campbell then said: “It’s great. I talked with Kevin [Rudd] about it. We were going to do something ... but we did not.”
“Take the lane,” he said, referring to Australia taking the lead role in the South Pacific region.
“You can go us halvies on the cost if you like. It will only cost you a bit,” Albanese said jokingly in reply.
There have been suggestions the video is evidence Australia was involved in the policing initiative either with the United States, or because the U.S. government had failed in its own attempts.
Journalists are also expected to behave professionally and not record or report private conversations.
On Aug. 29, Albanese dismissed the footage as a simple chat.
Albanese said there was no U.S. partnership on policing, only that he'd had a discussion with Australia’s Ambassador to the U.S. Kevin Rudd about it.
“Chill out people,” he said.
“It’s up to them, to whoever did that, to think about their own ethics when it comes to journalism,” Albanese said.
“People are coming up behind [in the Forum], trying to try and take conversations ... that’s up to people to argue themselves that’s ethical.
“I myself, if I were a journalist, I would not do that.”
In response, Radio New Zealand has stood by its journalist.
“Having spoken to our reporter, there is nothing to suggest they acted unethically or outside of our rigorous editorial policies,” Chief News Officer Mark Stevens said.
Australia has invested $400 million (US$271 million) into a regional police force in the Pacific, which has been largely viewed as an effort to keep Chinese police out of the region.
The PPI will include multiple police units in the Pacific, training centres, and a Brisbane-based hub.
“This is something that has arisen from the Pacific family to look after the Pacific family, ourselves,” Albanese said.
“Our Pacific neighbours stand with each other, and we help each other in times of need.
“Making sure that by working together, the security of the entire region will be much stronger and will be looked after by ourselves.”
The prime minister is now in Vava'u for a leaders’ retreat, where issues such as climate change will be addressed.
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UCSF Researchers Identify Major Driver Behind COVID and Long COVID, With Potential Treatment
Spike proteins from the SARS-CoV-2 virus increase the toxic effects of fibrin, researchers found
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[image: UCSF Researchers Identify Major Driver Behind COVID and Long COVID, With Potential Treatment]An electron microscope image shows SARS-CoV-2 (round gold objects), which causes COVID-19, emerging from cultured cells. NIAID via The Epoch Times




By Marina Zhang
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Researchers at the University of California San Francisco have identified fibrin, a natural protein involved in blood clotting, as a major driver of the COVID-19 disease, according to a new study.
Fibrin binds to proteins from the SARS-CoV-2 virus to form blood clots that are difficult to break down, the authors found. This clotting then drives the various inflammatory and neurological symptoms seen in COVID-19 and long COVID, the researchers found.
Previous studies have theorized that blood clotting is a consequence of inflammation. However, the new Nature study, published on Wednesday, shows the reverse: that the clotting comes first.
“We know of many other viruses that unleash a similar cytokine storm in response to infection, but without causing blood clotting activity like we see with COVID,” Dr. Warner Greene, senior investigator and director emeritus at Gladstone and co-author of the study, said in a press release.
“Our study is the first to report causality for fibrin as the root of inflammation and brain pathology after COVID infection,” Katerina Akassoglou, senior author and professor of neurology at UCSF, told The Epoch Times on email.
By blocking fibrin using a novel antibody, the researchers were able to reduce clotting and neurological symptoms, offering a new potential therapeutic for patients.
Furthermore, the new study offers an explanation for the increase in cancers following COVID-19 infections. The researchers found that the abnormal clotting between COVID-19 spike proteins and fibrins reduces cancer-fighting immune cells known as natural killer (NK) cells.Abnormal Clots From Fibrin and Viral Proteins
Prior studies have shown that a type of COVID-19 viral protein, known as spike, can form irregular clots with other proteins involved in clotting, creating blood clots that are hard to break down.
“We showed that the binding of fibrin to spike forms clots that have very high inflammatory activity,” Akassoglou said.
Researchers tested their findings in mice, infecting them with COVID-19 Beta and Delta variants.
They found fibrin bound to COVID-19 spike proteins to form irregular amyloid-like clots that are difficult to break down using traditional therapies.
The researchers found that the spike and fibrin clots would be deposited in the blood vessels, lungs, and the brains of mice, leading to scarring and inflammation, potentially driving breathing and neurological problems seen in long COVID-19 patients.
In the brain, COVID-19 infection caused protein deposits to be formed in the mice brains, triggering inflammation in brain cells.
“Furthermore, we showed that fibrin induces toxic inflammation, while suppressing NK cells that clear the virus,” Akassoglou said.
Mice that were genetically modified to not produce the right fibrin proteins had less inflammation when infected with COVID-19, the authors found. Their cancer-fighting natural killer cells were also more active at clearing out COVID-19 spike proteins.
The authors wrote that the reduced NK activity may explain some of the cancer and autoimmune cases seen post-COVID-19.Clots Without Infections
The researchers also showed that even when there are no infections, just introducing the spike proteins to the mice could cause the formation of these abnormal clots.
Researchers exposed mice to subunits of the spike protein rather than the complete virus and clots still formed. They suggest that in long COVID, it may be the remnant spike proteins driving the disease.
While COVID-19 mRNA and adenovirus vaccines cause the body to produce spike proteins, the authors said that the vaccines would not cause these clots. “In general, COVID-19 RNA vaccines lead to small amounts of spike protein accumulating locally […] and the protein is eliminated,” they wrote.
They also point to a study conducted in over 99 million vaccinated individuals, saying that it showed no safety signals for blood-related conditions.
The study, which was funded by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), found COVID-19 vaccines were linked to few adverse events. Though at certain doses, people who took the COVID-19 mRNA and/or adenovirus vaccines had a slightly increased odds of contracting various clotting diseases.
Other clinicians, including Dr. Keith Berkowitz of Centers for Balanced Health and nurse practitioner Scott Marsland at the Leading Edge Clinic, disagreed with the UCSF researchers’ statements in the study.
Marsland and Dr. Paul Marik, chairperson of Front Line COVID-19 Critical Care Alliance, said that clotting is a common adverse reaction some people may experience following COVID-19 vaccination, though few studies have evaluated patients for such conditions.
Nonetheless, the clinicians said that they were pleased to see discussions opening up on the drivers of long COVID symptoms and possible harms from spike protein.Therapeutics for Clotting
The researchers of the Nature study designed an antibody made to target fibrin and administered it to mice.
Mice that were previously infected with COVID-19 had an improvement in their inflammation, scarring, clotting, brain damage, and overall survival after being given the antibody.
Giving the antibody for prevention  similarly reduced inflammation and organ damage.
Common anticoagulants, which are medications that prevent blood clots, can increase bleeding risks while this antibody does not increase the risk of bleeding, the authors said. It is highly selective for the inflammatory form of fibrin and does not have the adverse effects like those observed with some anticoagulants, Akassoglou said.
A humanized version of Akassoglou’s fibrin-targeting immunotherapy is already in Phase 1 safety and tolerability clinical trials in healthy people funded by the biotechnology company Therini Bio.
Outside of the monoclonal antibody tested, Berkowitz, who has been treating clotting in long COVID patients, suggest anticoagulants like nattokinase which has been shown to break down spike protein in cell studies.
Research by Resia Pretorius, distinguished professor and head of the physiological sciences department at Stellenbosch University, South Africa, has shown that a combination of three different anticoagulant drugs, including aspirin, clopidogrel, apixaban, and a proton pump inhibitor, helped reduce abnormal clots and improved long COVID symptoms such as fatigue, joint pains, brain fog, and more.
Marsland said he found sulodexide, a drug not FDA-approved in the United States but approved in Europe, to be highly effective in treating clotting without increasing people’s risks of bleeding. Sulodexide is a drug that is used to treat thrombotic diseases and diabetic neuropathy.
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California to Add More Than 250 New Sites to Redeem Bottles, Cans
The $70 million in grants will add more ways for Californians to cash in bottles and cans. Beverage retailers also face stricter rules starting in January.
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[image: California to Add More Than 250 New Sites to Redeem Bottles, Cans]Bottles of water are displayed on a shelf at a convenience store in California on March 16, 2018. Justin Sullivan/Getty Images




By Jill McLaughlin
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




Californians will soon have more places to cash in their empty bottles and cans, according to California’s recycling agency CalRecycle.
CalRecycle just awarded nearly $70 million in grants for 37 projects to add new recycling methods such as mobile recycling, bag-drop sites, and reverse vending machines—which allow users to insert empty bottles or cans in exchange for cash or coupons.
The awards will fund more than 250 new recycling sites in 30 counties across California, including the rural counties of Butte, Imperial, Lassen, Mendocino, and Merced.
Supermarket chains Save Mart and Smart & Final were awarded over $2 million each for reverse vending machines in 19 counties, according to the agency.
CalRecycle Director Zoe Heller said the funding will give Californians innovative new ways to cash in their containers and will create more recycled materials for manufacturers in the state.
“These new sites will make redemption as simple as feeding containers into a machine or dropping off a bag of empty containers,” Heller said in a statement on Aug. 27.
The agency is planning to award nearly $215 million in more grants this year to boost the state’s recycling efforts.
Along with the increased funding come more requirements for beverage retailers. Starting Jan. 1, large beverage retailers in areas without recycling centers will be required to set up systems for redeeming beverage container deposits in-store, or create or join a non-profit cooperative to give customers ways to redeem recyclables.
Cooperatives will benefit from state funding and will have the flexibility to offer reverse vending machines, mobile recycling, or bag-drop recycling options.
Dealers may face a $100-a-day fee if they do not comply with the new requirements.
Smaller stores—those with sales less than $1.5 million or less than 5,000 square feet of retail space—will be exempt from the obligation to redeem CRVs, according to the CalRecycle website.
Retailers must register with CalRecycle starting Jan. 1, 2025, to be notified of upcoming requirements and funding, the agency said.
In another expansion of the state’s recycling program, Californians were allowed to redeem fruit and vegetable juice containers starting this year on Jan. 1.
A bill signed by Gov. Gavin Newsom last year added 100-percent fruit and vegetable juice bottles to California’s 1986 Beverage Container Recycling and Litter Reduction Act.
The state law encourages residents to recycle beverage containers by requiring them to pay a small deposit for eligible bottles—including 5 cents for containers less than 24 ounces, 10 cents for bottles 24 ounces or larger, and 25 cents for wine or distilled spirits in a box, bladder, pouch, or other container.
[image: Containers of orange juice on a shelf at a grocery store in San Rafael, California, on Oct. 29, 2018.  (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)]Containers of orange juice on a shelf at a grocery store in San Rafael, California, on Oct. 29, 2018.  Justin Sullivan/Getty Images



Fees are refunded to consumers if they recycle the containers at one of the state’s over 1,200 recycling redemption centers.
By adding fruit and vegetable juice containers to the program, the state expects another 200 million containers to be recycled each year, according to a news release by state Sen. Bill Dodd, who sponsored the bill.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/california-to-add-more-than-250-new-sites-to-redeem-bottles-cans-5713995



 | Section menu | Main menu | 

| Next section | Main menu | Previous section |




China News

The Epoch Times is an independent voice in print and on the web. We report news responsibly and truthfully so that readers can improve their own lives and increase their understanding and respect for their neighbors next door and around the globe.




	
China Conducts Military Drills on Yunnan Border as Burma Conflict Heats Up [Thu, 29 Aug 01:34]A member of Bamar People's Liberation Army (BPLA) stands guard in territory belonging to the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), in Karen State, Myanmar, Feb. 18, 2024. (Stringer/Reuters)



	
‘Increasingly Complex’ Threats Facing Pacific Nations: NZ Defence Ministry [Thu, 29 Aug 00:41]Mortar Firing during Ex Cartwheel in Fiji.

The tactical field training exercise, Exercise CARTWHEEL, was a US and Fiji-led multinational exercise conducted in the Nausori Highlands in Fiji.  The exercise involved defence personnel from the Republic of Fiji Military Forces (RFMF), United States Army Pacific (USARPAC), British Army and Australian Defence Force (ADF).
 
55 combat soldiers from 1st (NZ) Brigade in Linton and Burnham participated in the Exercise to enhance capability in both urban an…



	
Chinese Hackers Infiltrate 4 US Internet Firms [Wed, 28 Aug 19:01]Chinese Hackers Infiltrate 4 US Internet Firms



	
House Committee Sounds Alarm Over US Drone Company’s Ties to CCP [Wed, 28 Aug 17:13]China-made drones are deployed during a demonstration at the Los Angeles Fire Department ahead of DJI's AirWorks conference in Los Angeles on Sept. 23, 2019. (Robyn Becker/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Japan’s NHK Issues New Apology for Its Chinese Announcer Over Off-Script Anti-Japanese Comments [Wed, 28 Aug 14:26]A blue sheet obscures the stone pillar which bears the name of the Yasukuni Shrine, after graffiti was found on the structure at the entrance to the shrine in Tokyo on Aug. 19, 2024. (Kazuhiro Nogi/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Chinese Communist Regime’s Policies for Uyghur Persecution Remain in Place: UN [Wed, 28 Aug 13:47]Demonstrators supporting Uyghurs, Tibetans, and Hong Kongers take part in a protest against the Chinese Communist Party as they march along Regent Street towards the Chinese Embassy in London, England, on Oct. 1, 2021. (Matt Dunham/AP Photo)



	
US, China Planning for Next Leaders’ Call in ‘Coming Weeks’: White House [Wed, 28 Aug 11:04]Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (4th R) and U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan (3rd L) pose for photos before talks at Yanqi Lake in Beijing on Aug. 27, 2024. (Ng Han Guan/Pool/AFP via Getty Images)
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China Conducts Military Drills on Yunnan Border as Burma Conflict Heats Up
The civil war in Burma has intensified this year despite efforts by Beijing to exert its influence on both the Burmese junta and rebel groups.
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[image: China Conducts Military Drills on Yunnan Border as Burma Conflict Heats Up]A member of Bamar People's Liberation Army (BPLA) stands guard in territory belonging to the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), in Karen State, Myanmar, Feb. 18, 2024. Stringer/Reuters
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The Chinese People’s Liberation Army has been holding live ammunition drills and armed patrols in west Yunnan Province near the China–Burma border as a civil war escalates in the neighboring country.
The Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP’s) Southern Theater Command is holding a three-day joint exercise that started Aug. 27, according to a statement posted on its official WeChat account.
The same command had conducted border armed patrols and joint-air ground police patrols in Yunnan’s Ruili and Zhenkang counties near Burma, also known as Myanmar, since Aug. 26.Intensified Conflict
The civil war in Burma has intensified this year despite efforts by Beijing to exert its influence on both the Burmese military junta and rebel groups to maintain the stability of China’s economic interests in the Southeast Asian nation.
In early January, a shell fired from Burma landed on Nanshan, a border town in Yunnan Province, injuring five Chinese citizens. Later that month, the Burmese military junta and three local ethnic armed groups in northern Burma—the Kokang, Ta'ang, and Arakan, known as the Three Brotherhood Alliance—reached a cease-fire agreement with Beijing’s mediation.
However, fighting between the Burmese military and the Arakan Army broke out again in Rakhine State in April, proving Beijing’s mediation ineffective.
In June, the Ta'ang National Liberation Army of the Three Brothers Alliance, with the support of local armed forces, renewed its attacks on junta strongholds in northeastern Shan State and the adjacent Mandalay region, which borders China, Laos, and Thailand.
With these developments, the cease-fire agreement completely collapsed, and the civil war in the country has intensified since July.
Min Aung Hlaing, the Burmese army general who has ruled the country since the February 2021 coup, has accused unnamed foreign forces of providing weapons, technology, and other assistance to Burma’s various rebel groups. For some, he was referring to China, which has long had close ties with ethnic rebel groups in China–Burma border areas.
The CCP denied any involvement in Burma’s civil war when its foreign minister Wang Yi visited the country on Aug. 14.Geopolitical and Economic Motives
Sun Kuo-hsiang, a professor of international affairs and business at Taiwan’s Nanhua University, told The Epoch Times on Aug. 27 that the probability of Beijing sending troops into Burma is low. “Sending boots on the ground to Burma will attract international attention and may drag China into larger regional conflicts, which is not in line with Beijing’s strategic interests,” he said.
He said that the CCP is more likely to influence the situation in Burma and protect its interests by providing intelligence, logistical support, and even secret military assistance to whatever side it would benefit from.
In addition, “the CCP is trying to play the role of a ‘stabilizer’ in the situation in Burma to ensure that the nation does not lean toward Western countries for the CCP’s geopolitical interest,” Sun said.
China is Burma’s largest investor, and among its projects is the strategically important China–Myanmar Economic Corridor, which includes energy pipelines and large-scale infrastructure construction.
[image: Chinese military officers attend a ceremony to mark Burma's 78th Armed Forces Day in Naypyidaw on March 27, 2023. (STR/AFP via Getty Images)]Chinese military officers attend a ceremony to mark Burma's 78th Armed Forces Day in Naypyidaw on March 27, 2023. STR/AFP via Getty Images



Chung Chih-tung, an assistant research fellow at Taiwan’s Institute for National Defense and Security Research, told The Epoch Times on Aug. 27 that the CCP’s military activities near the border were an opportunity to train troops and a demonstration of its ability and willingness to intervene in the Burma civil war militarily.
But Chung said that unless the entire situation in Burma is completely uncontrollable and Western countries intervene, “sending troops to join Burma’s civil war is the last resort for the CCP.”Playing Different Sides
Sun pointed out that the CCP is playing a balancing act within Burma.
“It has a long-term cooperative relationship with the Burmese military government, and at the same time, it maintains contact with ethnic rebel groups in northern Burma, such as the Kokang and the Ta'ang,” he said.
[image: Members of Bamar People's Liberation Army (BPLA) clean their guns in territory belonging to the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), in Karen State, Myanmar, March 8, 2024. The BPLA was formed in April 2021 to fight the junta after it toppled an elected government. The group has been a key player in Operation 1027, a joint offensive with other rebel militias that has significantly weakened the military. (Stringer/Reuters)]Members of Bamar People's Liberation Army (BPLA) clean their guns in territory belonging to the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), in Karen State, Myanmar, March 8, 2024. The BPLA was formed in April 2021 to fight the junta after it toppled an elected government. The group has been a key player in Operation 1027, a joint offensive with other rebel militias that has significantly weakened the military. Stringer/Reuters



Chung said that Beijing still supports the Burmese military government, but it also needs to strike a balance.
“Whether it is the rebels or the military government, if they all rely on Beijing’s support, it can demonstrate Beijing’s dominance in Burma,” he said.
Sun said that the international community had taken some measures to support Burma’s democratization and counter the CCP’s influence, but the effect was limited due to Beijing’s impediments. Moscow, a key ally of Beijing, has also long supported Burma’s junta.
“China and Russia have always opposed sanctions against Burma’s military regime in the U.N. Security Council and other international organizations,” Sun said.
“The Myanmar military government relies on the CCP’s economic and diplomatic support to maintain its rule.”
Chung agrees that the West has limited influence over Burma compared to the CCP’s dominance, adding that Burma’s democratization is not conducive to its control over the nation.
“The CCP will continue to support the Burmese military dictatorship, which is easier to control,” he said.
Luo Ya contributed to this report. 
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‘Increasingly Complex’ Threats Facing Pacific Nations: NZ Defence Ministry
The Defence Ministry warns international rules-based system is increasingly being ignored by some states, leading to a higher threat level for the Pacific.
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By Rex Widerstrom
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




New Zealand’s Ministry of Defence has warned in its latest Statement of Intent that the country faces “increasing and compounding” threats to its national security.
In a blunt assessment of the current situation, the Ministry has warned of “increasingly complex and challenging threats to its security.
“These challenges are also faced by Australia, the Pacific, and other states that share our interests.
“The use, and threat of use, of military power is increasingly shaping states’ interactions. We face an increasing risk of conflict directly affecting New Zealand’s national security.”
New Zealand and its allies had been able to rely on a strategic environment characterised by an international rules-based system “that reflects our values and supports our interests,” the Ministry said.
This contributed to stability and enabled collective action across a range of issues.
However, in recent years, growing strategic competition has challenged the effectiveness of this system.
“Some states are acting in ways counter to recognised international rules and norms and advancing competing visions for regional and global orders that are at odds with New Zealand’s values and interests,” the report cautions.
[image: NZ Army's 1BDE soldiers tested their combat skills in the Waiouru Training Area during Exercise Valkyrie Rising, a large-scale training exercise based around a surprise conflict scenario. Courtesy NZ Defence Force.]NZ Army's 1BDE soldiers tested their combat skills in the Waiouru Training Area during Exercise Valkyrie Rising, a large-scale training exercise based around a surprise conflict scenario. Courtesy NZ Defence Force.



It singles out Beijing as posing a particular threat, saying, “China’s assertive pursuit of its strategic objectives is the major driver for the new era of strategic competition among states, both globally and particularly in the Indo-Pacific.”
It also highlights climate change as a threat, calling it “a paramount global challenge, directly affecting national and regional security, and exacerbating strategic competition and other security threats.
The Ministry says the government expects it to “contribute to global security and the reinforcement of the existing international rules-based system.”
It predicts that the Defence Force must be deployed more often and in a broader range of environments.
“In the strategic outlook now confronting New Zealand, the Defence Force will be called upon more often, and personnel must be equipped and trained for a range of operations,” it says.
Speaking at an event organised by Diplosphere in Wellington this morning, Minister of Defence Judith Collins used the analogy: “When two elephants fight, little ants can get squashed.”
She added that “China is a very good friend to us, we have a lot of cooperation around science as well as the economic issues and climate change in particular. We also have a very good friend in the United States, so we are very careful with what we do, with what we say, and how we operate. But we are also nobody’s fools.”
The minister announced the new chiefs of the Navy, Army, and Air Force: Commodore Garin Golding, Brigadier Rose King, and Air Vice-Marshal Darryn Webb, respectively. King is the first woman to be appointed Chief of the Army.
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Chinese hackers infiltrated four U.S. internet firms. We have the details on how they were able to find their way in.

A top Biden aide is in China for the second day. He and China’s top diplomat discussed setting up a new round of talks between President Joe Biden and Chinese regime leader Xi Jinping.

TikTok is facing a lawsui...
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House Committee Sounds Alarm Over US Drone Company’s Ties to CCP
The lawmakers say Anzu Robotics serves as a smokescreen for the sanctioned, CCP-backed DJI drone company.
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[image: House Committee Sounds Alarm Over US Drone Company’s Ties to CCP]China-made drones are deployed during a demonstration at the Los Angeles Fire Department ahead of DJI's AirWorks conference in Los Angeles on Sept. 23, 2019. Robyn Becker/AFP via Getty Images
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Two lawmakers have raised concerns about the U.S.-based drone company Anzu Robotics over its ties to DJI, a Chinese military drone firm backed by Beijing.
“Security researchers have confirmed that Anzu’s Raptor T is essentially a DJI Mavic 3 painted green, with its remote control and application all running on DJI technology,” Reps. John Moolenaar (R-Mich.) and Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), chair and ranking member of the House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), respectively, wrote in a letter to Anzu Robotics CEO Randall Warnas, made public on Aug. 27.
Earlier this year, the House passed the Countering CCP Drones Act, which, if signed into law, would ban DJI from accessing U.S. communications networks.
DJI is known to be a CCP-controlled entity, and the U.S. government has identified it as a security risk. The Department of Defense announced in a July 2021 statement that DJI systems pose “potential threats to national security” and designated it a Chinese military company. The Treasury and Commerce departments sanctioned DJI, because its drones have been used to advance the CCP’s persecution of Uyghurs in the Xinjiang region, according to the letter.
Despite this designation, “Anzu did not disclose its relationship with DJI in its filings with the [Federal Communications Commission], even while the Anzu drone was found to include DJI parts,” the letter reads.
After security researchers publicized their findings that the Anzu Raptor T was the same as the DJI Mavic 3, Anzu and DJI both acknowledged that they had a partnership.
The lawmakers’ letter includes diagrams and photographs showing similarities and shared parts between an Anzu and a DJI drone.
“We believe there are fundamental misunderstandings about how Anzu Robotics operates and complies with the law,” Anzu’s CEO wrote in an email to The Epoch Times.
Warnas did not provide specific details to refute the lawmakers’ accusations but stated that the company would cooperate with the committee.
“We look forward to working collaboratively with the Committee to address their concerns,” he said.
The lawmakers asked Warnas to disclose the terms of Anzu’s partnership with DJI, noting that the publicly available evidence reviewed by the congressional committee has led lawmakers to believe that the partnership is meant to obscure CCP-backed technology entering the United States.
“The nature of the DJI–Anzu relationship appears to defy common business conventions,” the lawmakers wrote, noting that while Anzu said it is licensing DJI technology, DJI receives no royalties through this licensing.
“On top of that, according to an Anzu presentation, DJI is also providing ‘priority technical support’ for all Anzu drones,” the lawmakers said, providing a screenshot of this presentation.
“According to your company, it ‘was essentially DJI’s idea’ to enter into this licensing agreement with a ‘one-man startup’ with no technical expertise or pre-existing drone customer base,” the letter reads.
Anzu’s use of DJI software and firmware leaves its products vulnerable to a CCP-based supply chain attack, according to the lawmakers, adding that even the software that didn’t come from DJI is based on DJI technology.
The lawmakers demanded that Anzu provide a detailed breakdown of its parts and technologies, as well as their sources, by Sept. 13. They have also inquired whether the company acknowledges that its products are subject to the same restrictions that the government has imposed on DJI.
The committee has previously sounded the alarm on Cogito Tech Company, similarly accusing it of serving as a smokescreen for DJI by reselling drones with DJI technology under a different name and brand.
In a separate letter dated Aug. 20, the lawmakers asked Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo to investigate both Anzu and Cogito for their ties to DJI and the CCP.
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Japan’s NHK Issues New Apology for Its Chinese Announcer Over Off-Script Anti-Japanese Comments
The minister of Japan’s Internal Affairs and Communications told reporters that the incident ‘violated the mission of public broadcasting.’
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[image: Japan’s NHK Issues New Apology for Its Chinese Announcer Over Off-Script Anti-Japanese Comments]A blue sheet obscures the stone pillar which bears the name of the Yasukuni Shrine, after graffiti was found on the structure at the entrance to the shrine in Tokyo on Aug. 19, 2024. Kazuhiro Nogi/AFP via Getty Images
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Japan Broadcasting Corp. (NHK), a public broadcaster, issued a new apology on Aug. 26 after its announcer made off-script anti-Japanese comments during a live radio program in Chinese.
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi called the incident “regrettable” on the same day and urged measures to prevent any reoccurrence.
The new statement, broadcasted nationwide, said the newscaster’s comments contradicted the official Japanese stances on the issues and violated the public broadcaster’s obligation and programming standards. It comes after NHK President Nobuo Inaba’s initial Aug. 22 apology.
Takeaki Matsumoto, Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications of Japan, told reporters on Aug. 27 that the event “violated the mission of public broadcasting.”
The Chinese newscaster made the unauthorized comments on Aug. 19 during a report on the graffiti defacement of a stone pillar at Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine. He declared that the Senkaku Islands had been Chinese territory since ancient times. The Senkaku Islands, a group of islets in the East China Sea, have been at the center of a heated territorial dispute between China and Japan for decades.
Then, in English, he urged the audience not to forget the Nanjing Massacre and “comfort women,” who were coerced to provide sex to Japanese soldiers during the Second Sino-Japanese War in the 1930s.
The off-script broadcast lasted about 20 seconds, and the contractor announcer was terminated afterward.
The incident came at the heels of a series of anti-Japanese occurrences in the past three months, including two graffiti attacks at the Yasukuni Shrine and a Chinese man who displayed a banner at the shrine against Japan’s invasion of China while shouting words insulting the Japanese people.
The shrine, established to honor the spirits of soldiers who died fighting for Japan, has been a flashpoint for Sino-Japanese tensions due to the spiritual site’s inclusion of war criminals.
According to Tsukasa Shibuya, President of the Asia-Pacific Exchange Society, this kind of sustained hostility against the Japanese is the product of the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) “brainwashing,” which has been inciting anti-Japanese sentiment for decades.
He told The Epoch Times that the recent escalation of tensions is likely due to Japan openly joining forces with the United States to counter CCP aggression in the Indo-Pacific region.Former NHK Newscaster
Two days after the off-script comments, the announcer, a Chinese national in his 40s, registered a verified account on Weibo, a Chinese microblogging site similar to X, and introduced himself as a “former NHK Chinese worker.”
In his tagline, he wrote, “There are no heroes who fall from the sky, only ordinary people who stand up.” In a post on Aug. 26, he said he was back in China and mentioned two numbers: 22 years and 22 seconds, implying that his off-script broadcast was the highlight of his decades of working experience at NHK.
Several Chinese media outlets covered his return to China, and many netizens expressed support for him. In their view, he spoke out on behalf of China. Some called on state media organizations such as China Central Television and China National Radio to offer him a job. Several said he would be a successful influencer soon.
Akio Yaita, director of the Taipei branch of the Japanese newspaper Sankei Shimbun, warned that the CCP has commercialized nationalism.
“It is a commercial act of patriotism. Now, a lot of Chinese bloggers are using ‘patriotism’ to generate [social media] traffic and increase their income,” he told The Epoch Times.
He added that the CCP has long employed this tactic as a tool to consolidate power and used media, education, and official rhetoric to stoke public animosity toward Japan.
China has seen several waves of anti-Japanese protests over the past two decades, often tied to territorial disputes.
The 2012 anti-Japanese protests, sparked by the Japanese government’s purchase of a part of the disputed Senkaku Islands from a private Japanese family, were some of the largest anti-Japanese demonstrations in recent history. Amid widespread demonstrations across China, some of the protests turned violent by overturning Japanese cars and damaging a Japanese restaurant, even though the owners were mostly Chinese citizens.
[image: People take pictures of a Japanese car damaged during a protest against Japan's "nationalizing" of the disputed Diaoyu Islands, also known as Senkaku Islands in Japan in Xi'an, northwest China's Shaanxi province, on Sept. 15, 2012. (AFP/Getty Images)]People take pictures of a Japanese car damaged during a protest against Japan's "nationalizing" of the disputed Diaoyu Islands, also known as Senkaku Islands in Japan in Xi'an, northwest China's Shaanxi province, on Sept. 15, 2012. AFP/Getty Images



More recently, on June 24, 2024, a knife-wielding man attacked a bus used by a Japanese school in Suzhou, critically injuring a Chinese woman and injuring a Japanese mother and her preschool-age child who were waiting to board the bus.
Chinese authorities later detained a suspect in his 50s, described as unemployed, who is accused of stabbing the three victims.
Yatai said that because of the CCP’s practice of shifting blame abroad to divert attention from its own issues, anti-Japanese sentiment among Chinese is likely to intensify rather than dissipate in the future.
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Chinese Communist Regime’s Policies for Uyghur Persecution Remain in Place: UN
The U.N. Human Rights Office previously issued a report that found ‘serious human rights violations have been committed’ including torture.
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[image: Chinese Communist Regime’s Policies for Uyghur Persecution Remain in Place: UN]Demonstrators supporting Uyghurs, Tibetans, and Hong Kongers take part in a protest against the Chinese Communist Party as they march along Regent Street towards the Chinese Embassy in London, England, on Oct. 1, 2021. Matt Dunham/AP Photo
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The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has not changed the policy it uses to justify its persecution of Uyghur Muslims and other ethnic and religious minorities in China, even after a large-scale United Nations investigation, according to an Aug. 27 U.N. update.
Two years ago, the U.N. Human Rights Office published a damning report concluding “serious human rights violations have been committed” by the CCP in the Xinjiang region, home to 25 million people of various ethnicities.
The office uncovered cases of physical and psychological torture, forced medical treatment, and sexual abuse. It concluded the CCP’s actions, which the regime claims are legal responses to terrorism and extremism, may constitute crimes against humanity, and warrant further investigation.
The CCP’s abuse of Uyghurs in Xinjiang was reported as early as 2016. The U.N. investigation came after international lawmakers petitioned the organization to look into alleged genocide at the 47th regular session of the U.N. Human Rights Council (OHCHR) in 2021.
In 2014 and 2018, the CCP passed so-called counterterrorism laws, which it claims are aimed at curbing extremism among Muslim Uyghurs through re-education.
The laws are broad, defining terrorist activity as vaguely as “disruption of social order” without providing concrete examples. They also prohibit what the CCP says are extremist ideas, thoughts, activities, clothing, and content, but, again, without offering specific examples.
Ravina Shamdasani, spokesperson for the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, said in the Aug. 27 update that the office has had detailed exchanges with the CCP regarding the policies it uses to justify persecution in Xinjiang, Tibet, and Hong Kong. In June, a team visited China to discuss the CCP’s terrorism and extremism policies.
“In particular, on Xinjiang, we understand that many problematic laws and policies remain in place,” Shamdasani said. “Allegations of human rights violations, including torture, need to be fully investigated.”
The U.N. urged the CCP to revise its policies in line with international human rights principles and stated it would continue to seek active engagement. The office indicated it would continue to petition for the release of wrongfully detained individuals and continue to investigate.
“We are also continuing to follow closely the current human rights situation in China, despite the difficulties posed by limited access to information and the fear of reprisals against individuals who engage with the United Nations,” the statement reads.
Maya Wang, associate China director at Human Rights Watch, called for follow-up investigations and for Beijing to implement policy changes proposed by the U.N.
“Beijing’s brazen refusal to meaningfully address well-documented crimes in Xinjiang is no surprise, but shows the need for a robust follow-up by the UN human rights chief and UN member states,” Wang said. “Contrary to the Chinese government’s claims, its punitive campaign against millions of Uyghurs in Xinjiang continues to inflict great pain.”
The International Service for Human Rights similarly urged Beijing “to adopt a roadmap with a clear timeline for the implementation of recommendations,” and for U.N. bodies to further investigate.
The CCP has been dismissive of accusations of persecution, generally issuing evasive or blame-shifting statements describing the accusations as slander or a smear.
In a recent report from Yale University, researchers estimated that Uyghurs imprisoned by the CCP face a total of 4.4 million cumulative years of incarceration.
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US, China Planning for Next Leaders’ Call in ‘Coming Weeks’: White House
The current visit by Biden’s top aide to China is meant to maintain open lines of communication, the White House said.
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[image: US, China Planning for Next Leaders’ Call in ‘Coming Weeks’: White House]Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (4th R) and U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan (3rd L) pose for photos before talks at Yanqi Lake in Beijing on Aug. 27, 2024. Ng Han Guan/Pool/AFP via Getty Images




By Frank Fang and Dorothy Li
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




President Joe Biden and Chinese Communist Party (CCP) leader Xi Jinping will speak in the “coming weeks,” the White House said, following two days of talks in China between U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi.
“Both sides welcomed ongoing efforts to maintain open lines of communication, including planning for a leader-level call in the coming weeks,” the White House stated in a readout of the meeting, released on Aug. 28.
It is uncertain whether Sullivan and Wang have discussed a possible in-person meeting later this year between Biden and Xi. The two leaders last met in person on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in San Francisco in November 2023.
The two also discussed holding “a theater commander telephone call in the near future,” according to the White House statement.
While Sullivan reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to “defending its Indo-Pacific allies,” the White House stated, it does not appear that the Chinese regime will back down from its aggressive actions against Taiwan and the Philippines.
According to the Chinese readout, Wang said the United States should “stop arming Taiwan and support China’s peaceful unification” of the island and should not support the Philippines’s “infringement actions” in the South China Sea.
China’s communist regime has become increasingly aggressive toward its democratic neighbors. In recent weeks, Manila has protested the regime’s “dangerous maneuvers” against its vessels and planes during routine patrol or resupply missions.
Taiwan has been facing military threats and legal warfare from the Chinese regime, which seeks to bring the self-ruled island under its control. On Aug. 28, Taiwan’s defense ministry reported that it had detected 30 Chinese military aircraft, seven warships, and one official ship near the vicinity of the island in the past 24 hours.
On Aug. 27, Rear Adm. Andrew M. Sugimoto, deputy commander of the U.S. Coast Guard Pacific Area, said Washington and Manila must “stand together” and “condemn the actions of aggressive individuals,” such as Chinese vessels “ramming or water cannoning unarmed vessels.”
Other topics discussed by Sullivan and Wang included North Korea, Myanmar (formerly Burma), the Middle East, China’s support for Russia’s defense industrial base, counternarcotics, and artificial intelligence safety and risk, according to the White House.Biden–Xi
According to Dennis Wilder, professor and senior fellow for the Initiative for U.S.–China Dialogue on Global Issues at Georgetown University, the success of Sullivan’s trip will be measured by whether he can arrange a meeting between Xi and Biden later this year.
“President Biden, before he leaves office, as part of his legacy, wants another meeting with President Xi, and there are opportunities on the sideline of the G20 meeting in South America for the two to meet,” Wilder said in an Aug. 26 interview with NTD, the sister media outlet of The Epoch Times.
“If there’s an announcement that they will meet, that there will be a summit, that will be a sign of success.”
This year’s G20 summit will be held on Nov. 18 and 19 in Rio de Janeiro.
The two leaders had previously met on the sidelines of the G20 meetings in Bali, Indonesia, in 2022. However, Xi didn’t attend last year’s summit in India, which disappointed Biden.
Another potential venue for the two leaders is in Lima, Peru, where the APEC Forum is scheduled to take place from Nov. 10 to 16.
Regardless of who the next U.S. president will be, Wilder said the Sino–U.S. competition won’t end.
“I don’t think anybody should have illusions that the era of strategic competition with the Chinese will end. That will continue to be a very much part of American foreign policy, whether it is President Trump or President Harris,” Wilder said.Human Rights
During talks with Wang, Sullivan also “underscored the long-standing U.S. commitment to universal human rights and fundamental freedoms,” according to the U.S. readout.
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), ranking member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, called on Sullivan to secure the release of U.S. citizen Mark Swidan from a Chinese prison.
“As NSA Sullivan meets with Chinese officials, it is imperative that he pushes them in the strongest terms to release wrongfully detained Texan Mark Swidan,” Cruz wrote in an Aug. 27 post on social media platform X.
Swidan, a Texas businessman, has been “wrongfully detained” in China since 2012, according to the State Department. He was sentenced to death with a two-year reprieve in 2019 after being charged with drug-related crimes. A Chinese court denied his appeal and upheld the ruling in April 2023.
“The Senate has spoken unanimously on this issue and passed a resolution I authored saying the U.S. must use all of the tools at our disposal to bring Mark home,” Cruz wrote, referring to (S.Res.23), which the Senate passed in May 2023.
Cruz added: “Hostage-taking is how Third World dictatorships act. It is long past time for them to free Mark and return him to his mother and family.”
Two other known U.S. citizens—Kai Li and David Lin—are currently arbitrarily detained in China.
Also, on Aug. 27, the U.N. Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner (OHCHR) released a statement saying that “many problematic laws and policies” still exist in China’s far-western region of Xinjiang.
“Allegations of human rights violations, including torture, need to be fully investigated,” OHCHR spokesperson Ravina Shamdasani said in the news briefing. The human rights office has continued to call on China “to take prompt steps to release all individuals arbitrarily deprived of their liberty,” she said.
Nearly two years ago, the OHCHR released a report saying that Beijing’s treatment of Uyghurs in Xinjiang could amount to “crimes against humanity.”
Both the Biden and Trump administrations have determined that the CCP’s repressive policies in Xinjiang are a form of genocide.
Reuters contributed to the report.
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Return the Australian Ambassador to Ukraine: Opposition [Thu, 29 Aug 03:47]Local volunteers walk past a building damaged by Ukrainian strikes in Kursk, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. (Tatyana Makeyeva/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Jamaican Police Suspect Shark Killed Teenager Found Dead by Fishermen [Thu, 29 Aug 03:13]A great white shark in a file photo. (Ryan Pierse/Getty Images)



	
Building Fires Due to Poor Professional Handling Not Cladding Material, Court Hears [Thu, 29 Aug 03:01]The outside of the Supreme Court of New South Wales building is seen in Sydney, Australia, on Oct. 9, 2013. (William West/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Qantas Profit Hit by Turbulence, Drops 28 Percent [Thu, 29 Aug 01:46]A photo taken on Aug. 22, 2023 shows a Airbus A321 Neo operated by the Qantas low-cost airline Jetstar at Kingsford Smith Airport in Sydney, Australia. (William West/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Confectionary Giant Says Gas Prices Have Spiked 100 Percent Over the Past Year [Thu, 29 Aug 01:30]The logo of Mondelez International is pictured at the company's building in Zurich November 14, 2012.  (Reuters/Michael Buholzer)



	
Australian CEO Proposes Overseas Students Pay Infrastructure Levy [Wed, 28 Aug 23:50]Matt Barrie, CEO of Freelancer, accepts an award for Websites during the 19th Annual Webby Awards in New York City on May 18, 2015. (Brian Ach/Getty Images for Webby Awards)



	
Magnitude-5.2 Quake Hits Greek Island of Crete With No Immediate Reports of Injuries, Damage [Wed, 28 Aug 23:23]An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.2 struck off the southern Greek resort island of Crete on Wednesday, authorities said. There were no immediate reports of injuries or damage. (Screenshot via Google Map)



	
Land Reclamation the Answer to Pacific’s Climate Risks, Says PNG Leader [Wed, 28 Aug 23:10]Papua New Guiney Prime Minister James Marape at APEC haus in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea on July 28, 2023. (Ludovic Marin/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Increased Violence in West Bank Highlights Strategic Position Over Israel [Wed, 28 Aug 22:35]A column of Israeli armored vehicles leave following a military operation in Tubas, West Bank, on Aug. 14, 2024. (Majdi Mohammed/AP)



	
Victoria Rumbles With 3rd Quake in a Month [Wed, 28 Aug 22:32]An image shared by Victoria State Emergency Services shows the location of the latest quake.



	
Detectives Release Photos of Man After Baby Scalded with Hot Coffee [Wed, 28 Aug 22:16]Police believe this man could help with their investigations. (Courtesy of Queensland Police)



	
Senator Faruqi’s Participation in Antisemitism Investigation ‘Inappropriate’: Jewish MP [Wed, 28 Aug 21:54]Australian Greens Senator Mehreen Faruqi (2nd R) speaks at a Pro-Palestine demonstration in Melbourne, Australia, on April 3, 2024. (AAP Image/James Ross)



	
Health Canada Recalls Contact Lenses Over Quality Issue [Wed, 28 Aug 21:47]A sign is displayed in front of Health Canada headquarters in Ottawa on Jan. 3, 2014. (The Canadian Press/Sean Kilpatrick)



	
Railways’ Locking Out of Workers ‘Deeply Unhelpful’ and Forced Binding Arbitration, Trudeau Says [Wed, 28 Aug 20:55]Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks to reporters as cabinet members look on during the Liberal cabinet retreat in Charlottetown, P.E.I. on Aug. 23, 2023. (The Canadian Press/Darren Calabrese)



	
Policy Announcements and Preparing for New US President: A Look at the Liberal Cabinet Retreat [Wed, 28 Aug 20:52]Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks at a Liberal Party fundraiser event in Halifax on Aug. 27, 2024. (The Canadian Press/Kelly Clark)



	
Future Made in Australia Needs Greater Policy Certainty, Less Focus on Social Objectives: Stakeholders [Wed, 28 Aug 20:43]Solar panels are seen on a roof in Albany, Western Australia, on March 29, 2024. (Susan Mortimer/The Epoch Times)
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Return the Australian Ambassador to Ukraine: Opposition
A DFAT spokesperson said the embassy’s return to Kyiv will be based on ’thorough' assessments on security, work health, and safety risks.
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[image: Return the Australian Ambassador to Ukraine: Opposition]Local volunteers walk past a building damaged by Ukrainian strikes in Kursk, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. Tatyana Makeyeva/AFP via Getty Images




By Monica O’Shea
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




Australian Shadow Foreign Affairs Minister Simon Birmingham is calling for the return of Australia’s ambassador to Ukraine to Kyiv.
He also promised the Coalition would reopen Australia’s embassy in the Ukrainian capital. It is currently stationed in Warsaw, Poland, due to staff safety and security concerns.
The Senator is currently in Kyiv, meeting with senior Ukrainian ministers and witnessing the war’s impact firsthand on the ground.
Speaking from Ukraine, Birmingham shared his concerns about Australia’s ambassador not being in Ukraine while Australians continue to foot the rent for the embassy.
“We’ve been clear for some time that Australia’s ambassador to Ukraine should ideally be in Ukraine. Instead, we’ve got a situation where the Albanese government is still paying rent for an Australian embassy in the Canadian embassy in Kyiv. Still, our ambassador is actually based in Poland some 100 kilometres away,” he told Sky News.
“Now we’ve seen around 70 countries reopen their embassies in Kyiv to make sure that they are in the best possible position to receive intelligence briefings, analysis, and information in real-time. And to be there for face-to-face briefings with the Ukrainian government that Australia misses out on because we don’t have that presence here.”
He highlighted that without the ambassador in Ukraine, Australia was gathering “weaker and poorer” information.
Paul Lehmann, Australia’s Ambassador to Ukraine, was appointed in December 2023.
He has previously served in senior diplomatic positions in Papua New Guinea, Nigeria, and Afghanistan.
Birmingham expressed respect for Lehmann’s work and said he does the best possible job he can under the rules set by the department and the Albanese government.
He said that if Ukraine prevails in the war, it will send a powerful signal to all of the tyrants and autocrats around the world.
“Equally, if Ukraine doesn’t succeed, they will of course be emboldened. That’s why Australia, working with other democratic partners, needs to continue to keep the best support to this democracy in the face of this attack from Russia,” he said.
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Aug. 27 that Ukraine is planning to present a plan to end the war with Russia to U.S. leaders.
This comes after Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022.Foreign Affairs Decision Based on Security
A Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade spokesperson told The Epoch Times that Australia remains unwavering in its support for the Ukrainian government and people.
“Australia’s diplomatic presence in Ukraine is kept under regular review. For now, Australia’s Embassy to Ukraine is operating remotely from Warsaw, where our Head of Mission manages Australia’s interests effectively, supported by close engagement with Ukraine’s embassy in Canberra,” the spokesperson said.
“Any decision on a permanent return of our embassy to Kyiv would be based on thorough security and work health and safety risk assessments,” the spokesperson said.
This comes amid missile and drone strikes on 15 regions of Ukraine, hitting Kyiv’s power and water supplies.
In the last month, 40 civilians in Ukraine were killed by Russian missile strikes, including one at a children’s hospital in Kyiv.
During a Senate Estimates hearing, DFAT Secretary Jan Adams said she views staff safety and security as paramount and that her assessment of Work Health and Safety responsibilities remained unchanged.
“The risks to personnel there are high. Kyiv’s air defence systems have, I think, performed admirably, but, as we saw with the very unfortunate events over the new year, they’re not able to defend completely against missile attacks from the Russians,” Adams said.
Adams said the situation remained unpredictable and quite challenging to mitigate, with the embassy operating remotely out of Warsaw.
“They’re able to manage Australia’s interests quite effectively from there. That is supplemented by our active engagement with the Ukraine embassy here in Canberra,” she said.
DFAT’s Smartraveller website continues to advise Australians not to travel to Ukraine due to the volatile security environment and military conflict.
“There is a serious risk to life,” the advice, updated Aug. 23, states.
“If you’re in Ukraine, be aware of your surroundings, review your personal security plans and monitor media for information about changing security conditions and alerts to shelter in place.”
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[image: Jamaican Police Suspect Shark Killed Teenager Found Dead by Fishermen]A great white shark in a file photo. Ryan Pierse/Getty Images




By The Associated Press
8/29/2024Updated: 8/29/2024




SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico—A shark attacked and killed a 16-year-old Jamaican high school student whose body was found in waters just north of the island, authorities said.
Police identified the victim as Jahmari Reid from the northern parish of Trelawny, located just east of the popular tourist town of Montego Bay.
The teen apparently went spearfishing alone early Monday, with fishermen finding his body the following day with injuries consistent with a shark attack, police said in a report late Tuesday.
Shark attacks are rare, with a total of 69 confirmed unprovoked attacks worldwide and 14 fatalities reported last year, according to the Florida-based International Shark Attack File.
Since 1749, only three unprovoked shark attacks have been reported in Jamaica, according to the file, which is administered by the Florida Museum of Natural History and the American Elasmobranch Society.
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Building Fires Due to Poor Professional Handling Not Cladding Material, Court Hears
The lawyer for 3A Composites said Australian law mandates qualified professionals to assess the fire safety compliance of newly constructed buildings.
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[image: Building Fires Due to Poor Professional Handling Not Cladding Material, Court Hears]The outside of the Supreme Court of New South Wales building is seen in Sydney, Australia, on Oct. 9, 2013. William West/AFP via Getty Images
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Combustible cladding does not inherently pose risks when used responsibly in building design, but can lead to significant material hazards if handled carelessly by professionals, a court was told.
The Federal Court is currently hearing a case against German manufacturer 3A Composites and its Australian distributor, Halifax Vogel Group (HVG), concerning cladding linked to several major fires worldwide. Incidents include the tragic Grenfell Tower blaze in London in July 2017, which resulted in 72 deaths, and the non-fatal Lacrosse fire in Melbourne in November 2014.
The lawsuit centres on 3A’s Alucobond PE and Plus products, which the court heard contains a combustible polyethylene core encased in aluminium sheeting.
It comes in a panel form, which can be used as a facade finish for exterior walls or on roof edges and awnings.
Barrister Matthew Darke SC, representing 3A Composites, highlighted that Australian law mandates qualified professionals, including architects, fire-safety engineers, and building certifiers, to assess the fire safety compliance of newly constructed buildings.
The court has previously been informed that this cladding can ooze, melt, and deform, potentially aiding the rapid spread of fire within a building.
However, Darke argued that the class action incorrectly assigns blame to 3A and HVG for the shortcomings of professionals who allegedly did not act reasonably.
He said no one would assume 3A’s Alucobond PE or Plus cladding, could be used in any quantity or manner without increasing fire risk.
He further argued that Alucobond panels complied with all relevant laws and codes, and consultants’ and contractors’ decisions led to dangerous uses and increased fire risks.
According to documents filed with the Federal Court by Sydney-based Halifax Vogel Group, the cladding sheets were designed to be used and fitted onto buildings by qualified professionals in ways that met state and territory requirements as well as the National Construction Code.
The hearing remained inconclusive and will continue.
In March 2021, Victoria’s Court of Appeal found the architect, fire safety engineer, and building certifier of the Lacrosse Tower negligent in their design.
“We say that consumers do not regard goods as not being of acceptable quality because they can’t be used in the way that a negligent or careless qualified professional recommends or allows them to be used,” Darke said.
AAP contributed to this report.
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Qantas Profit Hit by Turbulence, Drops 28 Percent
Its budget carrier Jetstar saw record sales however.
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[image: Qantas Profit Hit by Turbulence, Drops 28 Percent]A photo taken on Aug. 22, 2023 shows a Airbus A321 Neo operated by the Qantas low-cost airline Jetstar at Kingsford Smith Airport in Sydney, Australia. William West/AFP via Getty Images
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Australia’s national carrier recorded a 28 percent descent in profit to $1.25 billion after tax in the 2024 financial year.
Since taking over from Alan Joyce, the former CEO of Qantas, Vanessa Hudson has focused on customer service amid a issues with the competition regulator.
In contrast, Qantas subsidiary Jetstar recorded its best-ever result as demand for low fares rose during the year.
Hudson said the “strong financial performance” would allow Qantas to continue to invest in their largest ever fleet renewal program.
“Qantas benefited from increased corporate and resources travel and ongoing high demand for international premium seats, while Jetstar delivered its highest result as it grew to meet increased demand from price-sensitive leisure travellers and saw the benefits from its new aircraft,” she said.
“The introduction of Classic Plus, with millions of frequent flyer seats, helped drive member engagement and strong earnings for Qantas Loyalty.”
Qantas reported an operating margin of 10.4 percent, down from 13.5 percent in 2023. Operating margin is a key measure of revenue profit after costs are subtracted, but before interest and tax.What Else Did Qantas Reveal?
Qantas delivered 16 planes in the 2024 financial year, including eight new aircraft. These new planes included five Jetstar A321LRs, two QantasLink A220s, and one Qantas 787-9.
During the financial year, Qantas supported the repatriation of more than 600 Australians from Tel Aviv, Israel, and Noumea, New Caledonia.
Qantas also plans to deliver international Wi-Fi on its A330s planes across the South East Asia network in 2025.
Qantas Domestic also invested in new fleet, food and beverage, disruption management and new technology.
However, fuel costs were higher due to more regional flights and other factors. In the second half of the financial year, Qantas noted they experienced high domestic momentum with revenue growth.
Internationally, Qantas said the fares were normalising in line with expectations, given global capacity had been restored (pdf).
Jetstar’s record earnings were driven by solid revenue and profits from both domestic and international networks.
In the second half of 2024, Jetstar started flying from Sydney to Osaka and Brisbane to Seoul and Osaka. The cheaper airline also announced flights from Cairns to Christchurch, Sunshine Coast to Auckland, Sydney to Vanuatu, and Brisbane to Bangkok.
On the digital front, Qantas updated its app during the financial year, including launching a flight status and baggage tracker, and redesigning the home page.
Further, the airline used conversational artificial intelligence (AI) technology and chatbot to improve customer interactions.
The Jetstar app was also improved with faster online check-in, while the airline also launched Apple Pay and Tap and Go on the plane.Travel Desire Remains
Qantas also found Australian’s travel desires remain stable, according to an investor presentation (pdf).
The data showed that 49 percent of Australians expressed a wish to fly internationally between June and August, up from 47 percent between March and May.
As for domestic travel, 61 percent of Australians expressed a desire to travel interstate between June and August 2024, down from 62 percent in March to May.
Looking ahead, Qantas expects domestic revenue to rise by 2 to 4 percent in the first half of the financial year.
Conversely, international revenue is predicted to slide 7 to 10 percent due to market capacity restoration. That said, Qantas expects this rate of decline will slow in the 2025 financial year.
As of 4:00 p.m., Qantas shares were up 0.71 percent to $6.36. In earlier trade, Qantas shares fell 2 percent. Qantas did not declare a dividend for shareholders.Climate Investment
In its financial framework for stakeholders, Qantas outlined how it plans to “deliver against climate action plan targets.”
The airline invested over $100 million in the climate fund, including $75 million for a Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) development fund.
The company also purchased 400,000 tonnes of carbon offsets, equivalent to 86,000 cars. Further, the national carrier donated $1.1 million to environmental charities.Results Snapshot
Qantas reported an underlying profit before tax of $2.08 billion, down 16 percent on the 2023 financial year.
In June 2024, the company’s net debt was $4.1 billion, which Qantas said was in the bottom half of the target range of $3.9 to $4.9 billion.
Qantas completed $869 million worth of share buy-backs, with another $31 million to be delivered in the first half of 2025.
Qantas domestic revenue (pdf) rose 4 percent to $7.2 billion in the 2024 financial year, up from $6.98 billion in the prior year. However, domestic underlying earnings before interest and taxes (EBIT) fell 16 percent to $1.1 billion.
International revenue rose 12 percent from $7.7 billion in 2023 to $8.7 billion in the 2024 financial year. However, underlying EBIT slid 39 percent to $556 million.
The Qantas Loyalty program delivered an 18 percent boost in revenue to $2.6 billion, while underlying EBIT rose 13 percent to $511 million.
Jetstar, on the other hand, reported a 23 percent boost to $497 million (EBIT), while revenue rose 16 percent to $4.9 billion.
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Confectionary Giant Says Gas Prices Have Spiked 100 Percent Over the Past Year
Stakeholders say renewable gas could create significant economic benefits and job opportunities.
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Gas prices in Victorian factories have doubled over the past year, posing a significant challenge for manufacturers, according to Stephanie Saliba, director of corporate and government affairs at Mondelēz Australia and New Zealand.
Saliba was speaking before the Senate Committee on the “Future Made in Australia” bill on Aug. 29.
The proposed legislation follows in the stead of the Biden Administration’s U.S. Inflation Reduction Act, and is aimed at establishing local renewable energy industries with government assistance.
Saliba reaffirmed Mondelēz’s commitment to Australian manufacturing, noting that 90 percent of the local company’s products were made domestically. However, she highlighted that the “rising cost of manufacturing” is becoming a major challenge.
“Gas prices have increased by 100 percent between last year and this year in our Victorian factories,” she said at the hearing.
“While we’re making strides to reduce our carbon footprint, the cost to transition equipment to more sustainable energy sources will require significant investment, and for some investments, it’s actually cost prohibitive at the moment.”
Scott McGrath, director of media relations at the Australian Food and Grocery Council, echoed these concerns.
“Extensive energy costs, labour shortages, ineffective transport infrastructure, and other input costs are some of the pressures suppliers are facing in their efforts to bounce back post-pandemic,” he said.
Saliba highlighted that Mondelēz has significantly reduced energy use, including signing a Power Purchase Agreement for Victorian plants and exploring heat pump technology.
Despite these efforts, achieving net zero remained a challenge due to the size of investment needed. Rising input costs and challenging domestic logistics, particularly freight transport, have added to the burden.
“It’s essential for policymakers to recognise that gas remains a critical ingredient in both Australian manufacturing and the net zero transition,” she said.
Increasing regulatory complexity, including climate disclosures and packaging requirements, also adds substantial compliance costs and operational challenges.
“Streamlining these regulations is critical for maintaining cost competitiveness,” Saliba said.
Stakeholders have called for tax incentives to support food and grocery manufacturing.
“It will help us remain globally competitive and contribute to Australia’s economic prosperity as well as its net zero transition,” Saliba said.
She further advocated for policy reforms prioritising renewable energy to reduce costs and increase sustainability.
“We recommend that the Future Made in Australia bill explicitly supports funding for manufacturing infrastructure, sustainable farming practices, and circular economy projects, which are vital for reducing emissions and supporting net zero in food manufacturing,” she concluded.
“With the right policy framework, we can continue to grow and invest.”Aligning the ‘Future Made in Australia’ Bill with Gas Strategy: Chevron
Industry representatives have called for greater alignment between the government’s “Future Made in Australia” policy and its gas strategy.
David Fallon, general manager of energy transmission at Chevron, emphasised the need for consistent and predictable policy frameworks to support long-term investments in Australia’s energy sector.
“We see a strong role for gas in the long term, and believe that the Future Gas Strategy and the Future Made in Australia policy should coexist harmoniously,” he told the committee.
Shahana McKenzie, CEO of Bioenergy Australia, highlighted the absence of renewable gas, including biogas and biomethane, in the current policy as a “missed opportunity.”
She noted that members such as PepsiCo are strong advocates for renewable gas, which she frames as the “lowest cost option” for Australia’s manufacturing sector to reduce carbon emissions, urging the government to incorporate it into the broader energy strategy.
Despite concerns about the lack of renewable gas, both Fallon and McKenzie expressed support for the “Future Made in Australia” bill.
“We are supportive of the bill, but we want to ensure it works in concert with the Future Gas Strategy,” Fallon said.
Another concern is ensuring that emerging industries do not overshadow long-standing sectors.
“Our members have been household names for nearly 100 years, and we are concerned that with the excitement and the need to invest in critical minerals or other emerging industries, we might lose sight of the existing and essential ones that have played a significant role for some time,” McGrath said.
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Australian CEO Proposes Overseas Students Pay Infrastructure Levy
He alleged that Australia’s international education sector operates like a Ponzi scheme.
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[image: Australian CEO Proposes Overseas Students Pay Infrastructure Levy]Matt Barrie, CEO of Freelancer, accepts an award for Websites during the 19th Annual Webby Awards in New York City on May 18, 2015. Brian Ach/Getty Images for Webby Awards
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Freelancer tech CEO Matt Barrie has suggested an infrastructure levy could be the best way to offset the strain placed on the Australian economy and society, as well as filter out students genuinely looking for a future as citizens.
Barrie, who leads a major freelance platform with tens of millions of users, alleged that Australia’s international education sector operates like a “Ponzi scheme.”
He said the country is selling visas to international students who, rather than coming to study, are seeking work opportunities.
He also noted that the government currently had a low standard for international students as they only needed proof to show that they could afford to live in Australia.
“I’m not sure how that anyone’s supposed to live on that,” Barrie said at a recent event in Brisbane hosted by the Australian Institute for Progress.
“Surprisingly, the government only requires you to provide proof you’ve had $29,710 ($US20,181) and only once, regardless of how many years you'll be studying for, and regardless of how much you really need to live.”
In addition, the CEO said there were videos on YouTube and TikTok in which international students demonstrated how to get free food out of the Australian system.
“I’m not sure why we’re providing visas for international students who can’t afford to feed themselves,” he said.
“This is not supposed to be an export of a humanitarian program.”
Another point raised by Barrie was that a large portion of international students were enrolled in impractical study programs.
“Of the 787,000 international students, 272,000 are enrolled in vocational programs of VET courses and 79,078 in English [courses],” he said.
“What outcomes would anyone reasonably expect to achieve with an Advanced Diploma of Leadership and Talent from one of a dozen business colleges crammed into a random building?
“Does anyone expect that this qualification will lead to better opportunities when the student returns to Columbia, Nepal, India, or China?”
Barrie also alleged that flooding “fake students” in the country was exacerbating inflation.
“Does anyone wonder why the cost of living crisis is happening when Australia has 12 percent of the entire global international student population?CEO Disputes International Education Revenue Data
According to government data, international education contributed $47.8 billion to the Australian economy in 2023.
However, Barrie said this figure was not true.
“The export of education-related travel services is nothing more than a statistical trick,” he said.
He said the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) includes every dollar international students spend, including rent, as an export, even if that money was earned in Australia.
“If education-related travel services really were $48 billion in exports, surely we would at least see it in cash coming into the country each year,” he said.
“When you look at the international remittance volume into Australia in 2023, there was only $2 billion coming in and $10 billion going out.”
[image: International students carry groceries from a foodbank in Melbourne, Australia, on Aug. 13, 2021. (William West/AFP via Getty Images)]International students carry groceries from a foodbank in Melbourne, Australia, on Aug. 13, 2021. William West/AFP via Getty Images



CEO Says International Students Should Pay Infrastructure Levy
At the same time, Barrie highlighted the strain international students place on Australia’s infrastructure.
The CEO explained that students must prove a $29,710 financial capacity to cover rent, food, and education expenses, which is insufficient to address the pressure on state governments to provide essential infrastructure and services.
“The combined contribution of these [students] is woefully insufficient to cover the true costs associated with accommodating a huge growth in population, leading state coffers to bear the brunt of the burden,” he said.
“It is an insult to the hardworking taxpayers in each state who are effectively shouldering the burden for the lifestyles of students and many economic migrants while their home quality of life crumbles.”
Barrie said each year, the government spent around $640 billion on defence, education, health, social security, welfare, housing, and other public services.
With a population of 26 million, each Australian had to pay about $24,000 a year per capita for infrastructure, he added.
“How does a student bring in $29,000 to live on, paying for their share of infrastructure, if it costs us $24,000?” Barrie questioned.
“The current arrangement is a perversive version of what a rational, equitable system would look like.
“Instead of hardworking taxpayers in each state subsidising the lifestyles of students and economic migrants. Shouldn’t it be the way around?”
As such, Barrie said it was reasonable to levy a substantial infrastructure fee on international students to recoup the true costs they impose upon Australian society.
Further, the CEO stated that an infrastructure fee would help distinguish genuine students and skilled migrants prepared to invest in Australia from those primarily seeking a convenient path to permanent residency.Australia Caps International Student Number
Barrie’s remarks came as the Labor government implemented a new round of crackdown on the international education sector.
On Aug. 27, the government announced that it would cap international student intake at 270,000 in 2025.
The government said the new policy would bring the number of new international student commencements down to pre-pandemic levels.
Education Minister Jason Clare said while there were people exploiting the industry to make a quick buck, the new policy has raised concerns among universities about its potential economic impact.
Meanwhile, the government of Victoria, which has been dubbed the education state, has opposed the international student cap, saying it would create unintended consequences on the economy and jobs.
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[image: Magnitude-5.2 Quake Hits Greek Island of Crete With No Immediate Reports of Injuries, Damage]An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.2 struck off the southern Greek resort island of Crete on Wednesday, authorities said. There were no immediate reports of injuries or damage. Screenshot via Google Map
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ATHENS, Greece—An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.2 struck off the southern Greek resort island of Crete on Wednesday, authorities said. There were no immediate reports of injuries or damage.
The Athens Geodynamic Institute said the undersea quake occurred at 7:29 p.m. local time between Crete and the islet of Gavdos. It had a depth of 11.6 kilometers (7 miles).
The Fire Service said it had received no initial reports of injuries or damage to buildings. Greek media said the temblor was felt across Crete, a popular summer tourist destination.
Greece is in one of the world’s most seismically active areas, and earthquakes are common, though most are not felt. Deaths and severe damage are rare.
But in 1999, a magnitude-5.9 quake near Athens killed 143 people.
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Land Reclamation the Answer to Pacific’s Climate Risks, Says PNG Leader
James Marape wants the Pacific to tackle climate change head-on, taking direct measures rather than forcing people to leave their homelands.
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[image: Land Reclamation the Answer to Pacific’s Climate Risks, Says PNG Leader]Papua New Guiney Prime Minister James Marape at APEC haus in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea on July 28, 2023. Ludovic Marin/AFP via Getty Images
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Papua New Guinea (PNG) won’t follow the lead of Tuvalu, which yesterday secured an agreement with Australia to take up to 280 immigrants from the tiny Pacific island each year as sea levels rise. Instead, its prime minister has called on Pacific nations to take direct action to combat its effects.
Speaking at the Pacific Islands Forum leaders meeting in Nuku’alofa, Tonga, James Marape told member countries that PNG did not want to talk about climate migration.
“Instead, we must focus on rebuilding our islands through land reclamation and desalination efforts,” he said.
He emphasised the importance of resilience, sustainability, and integrated development, saying that the alternative meant “abandoning our heritage.”
He said the theme of this year’s Forum, “A Transformed and Resilient Pasifika: Building Better Now,” resonated strongly with his vision for the Pacific.
“In an increasingly crowded and complex global environment, where various state and non-state actors are intensifying their engagement with our region, it is crucial for the Pacific to maintain leadership and ownership of our regional mechanisms,” he said.
“This requires our collective efforts to enhance our engagement, integration, and coordination both within and beyond our region.”Marine Resources a Key to Development
He highlighted the economic potential of the Pacific’s marine resources, advocating that countries in the region shift from relying on external aid to developing sustainable economic resources to achieve a degree of resilience.
“Economic resilience is the key to achieving our region’s aspirations. We must move beyond the traditional dependence on aid and grants and focus on ‘aid for trade.’ We need our development partners to invest in adding value to our fisheries and marine resources,” Marape said.
PNG had already begun maximising the benefits of its marine resources through the work of the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) and the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) in implementing the East New Britain Initiative (ENBi).
Launched last year and proposed by PNG, the ENBi brings all FFA member countries together to pursue opportunities for tuna fishing in the region.
Part of the plan is establishing and operating fisheries as “hubs and spokes” in different countries. These hubs, which could be created in larger countries such as the Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, and Fiji, would serve as central processing centres for tuna.
Kiribati, Tuvalu, the Marshall Islands, and other small atoll countries in the regions would supply the regional plants with fish, allowing for increased efficiency and profitability.
A study is also underway into a proposal to establish a regional fisheries development fund.
The Pacific supplies about 60 percent of the world’s tuna catch.
“My government, through the National Fisheries Authority, has initiated significant reforms aimed at transforming Papua New Guinea’s fisheries sector into a globally competitive, diversified, and value-adding industry,” Marape told the Forum.
“These efforts will also enhance domestic market obligations and ensure food security.”
He invited other Pacific island countries to use land in PNG to establish fisheries canneries and export finished products under their own brands.
“This initiative can be expanded to other sectors such as forestry, tourism, energy, and security, requiring cooperative approaches by our member countries and the Council of Regional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP),” Marape said.
While in Tonga, Marape has held bilateral meetings with Fijian Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka and Singapore’s Second Minister for Foreign Affairs and Education, Maliki Osman.
PNG and Fiji are progressing arrangements on defence cooperation, trade, and investment. Both are building diplomatic missions in each other’s countries.
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Increased Violence in West Bank Highlights Strategic Position Over Israel
The West Bank, center of a proposed Palestinian state, is land many Israelis think they can’t risk giving up.
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[image: Increased Violence in West Bank Highlights Strategic Position Over Israel]A column of Israeli armored vehicles leave following a military operation in Tubas, West Bank, on Aug. 14, 2024. Majdi Mohammed/AP
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News Analysis
The Israeli army’s overnight raid in the West Bank—strikes in Jenin and Tulkarm that killed 10 Palestinians—underscores another front in a war that Israel had been fighting mostly against Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah on the Lebanese frontier, until now.
Here, Israel hasn’t engaged in a full-on ground war as in Gaza, nor an intense air and rocket war as with Hezbollah. But the West Bank is a strategically important front for Israel—one it can’t allow to be dominated by enemies.
Many Israelis fear that if the area were granted independence, terrorist elements in the West Bank would launch terror attacks against them. That’s what Hamas did after taking over Gaza in 2007, culminating in the Oct. 7 massacre.
The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) and Shin Bet security service have conducted raids against specific terrorists in the West Bank. Tragically, there also has been violence initiated by Israeli and Palestinian civilians against each other.
Masked Jews attacked the Palestinian village of Jit with rifles and Molotov cocktails on Aug. 15, setting cars and buildings on fire and killing one resident as villagers fought back. The Israeli police have so far arrested four Jews suspected of involvement.
Israel’s leaders denounced the attack, with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu saying that counterterror security in the West Bank is the business of Israel’s army, police, and security agency, and no one else.
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich denounced it as well, though many say his policies have contributed to the tensions. Leading a party that represents Jews living in the West Bank, he’s been explicit for years in his intention to promote Jewish residence there, despite international pressure for Palestinian independence.
Smotrich said he hoped “the pressure exerted on us by our American friends to establish a Palestinian state stems simply from a lack of understanding of how much this endangers our existence, as an absolute majority of our people understand today, certainly after Oct. 7,” in a post on X on Aug. 16.
“There is not a single sane Israeli who, after Oct. 7, is willing to multiply Gaza twentyfold and put it on the territory that geographically and topographically controls most of the State of Israel,” he wrote.
It’s difficult for some Americans to understand “how small Israel is and how much Judea and Samaria”—the Jewish name for the West Bank—“is the cradle of our birth and ... essential for Israel security,” he wrote.
The area—Samaria refers to the West Bank north of Jerusalem, and Judea to parts south—is seen by those supporting a long-sought two-state solution as the heart of an eventual Palestinian state. Some nations, such as Ireland, Spain, and Norway, already recognize it.
Israel occupied the West Bank during 1967’s Six-Day War. Facing imminent invasion by Egypt, Syria, and other Arab states, Israel attacked the area preemptively and then Jordan once fighting broke out along their border. Israel seized the West Bank from Jordan and East Jerusalem as well.
Yoram Ettinger, an Israeli intelligence analyst and former diplomat to Washington responsible for liaising with Congress, said that while many Israelis pay lip service to the “two-state solution” of creating an independent Palestine, most now understand the real risks.
An Israeli withdrawal would be “suicidal,” he said.The High Ground
The coastal plain where much of Israel’s population lives, centered on Tel Aviv, is about eight miles wide, or about a mile less than the distance from New York City’s Battery Park, where the Statue of Liberty ferry docks, to Columbia University, the site of numerous demonstrations.
The West Bank is strategic because it is on higher ground, overlooking Tel Aviv.
[image: Mourners carry the body of Palestinian Rasheed Mahmoud Sadah, 23, during his funeral in the West Bank village of Jit, near Nablus, on Aug. 16, 2024. (Nasser Nasser/AP Photo)]Mourners carry the body of Palestinian Rasheed Mahmoud Sadah, 23, during his funeral in the West Bank village of Jit, near Nablus, on Aug. 16, 2024. Nasser Nasser/AP Photo



The Epoch Times recently visited Peduel, which sits about two miles beyond Israel’s 1967 frontier in the West Bank, or Samaria.
Dubbed “Israel’s Balcony” or “Israel’s Lookout,” Peduel is currently a Jewish development. With an elevation of more than 1,200 feet, it has stunning views toward Tel Aviv and the Mediterranean Sea that lies 15 miles to the west.
Visitors can see planes landing and taking off from Ben Gurion Airport.
Up until 1967, the area belonged to Jordan. And Jordanian army artillery shelled Israel from there, before it was seized by Israel during the war, said Roni Gilo, a retired lieutenant colonel in the IDF who acted as liaison to the U.S. army.
When Ariel Sharon was Israel’s prime minister from 2001 to 2006, he would bring international visitors to the lookout, Gilo said.
Israel also seized the Golan Heights from Syria in 1967, and for the same reasons it took the West Bank: Syria had used the high ground to attack Israel’s Galilee. Israel has since annexed the area, turning it into a center for wine-making, agriculture, and tourism.
U.S. President Donald Trump recognized the annexation in 2019 but most of the international community has not. Syria has never made peace with Israel. And few Israelis think they should ever give the Golan Heights back.
Ettinger drew a parallel. “The mountain ridges [of Samaria] are the Golan Heights of Jerusalem and Ben Gurion Airport and Tel Aviv,” he said, adding that they also overlook key Israeli highways.Strategic Depth
Judea and Samaria have profound meaning for Jews, Ettinger said.
“It’s the cradle of the Jewish state, the historical cradle, the religious, cultural, and linguistic cradle,” he said. “It’s all centered in Judea and Samaria, not in Tel Aviv, not in Haifa, or Netanya or Herzliya.”
[image: Supporters and relatives of Israelis held hostage by Hamas terrorists in Gaza since the Oct. 7 attacks protest in Tel Aviv, Israel, on July 6, 2024. (Jack Guez/AFP via Getty Images)]Supporters and relatives of Israelis held hostage by Hamas terrorists in Gaza since the Oct. 7 attacks protest in Tel Aviv, Israel, on July 6, 2024. Jack Guez/AFP via Getty Images



Jews got their name from Judea, he said.
The historical significance notwithstanding, the area’s greater importance is strategic. Ettinger called the Middle East “the most volcanic region in the world,” referring not to its geology but its ever-unstable politics.
It’s a place of “unpredictability, violence and intolerance, primarily within the Muslim community, the Arab community, but also toward the so-called infidel,” he said.
In the neighboring Arab countries, power rises “through the bullet, not the ballot.” Power is tenuous, and a ruler lasts until his opponents gather enough power to depose him.
Both Iran’s Shah and Libya’s King Idris were pro-American until their overthrow by violently anti-American regimes, he said.
“Every time a regime changes, the policy changes,” Ettinger said.
“Reality mandates a posture of deterrence if you wish to survive in this area. It requires a security level way, way beyond the security requirements of any other region in the world.
“And that is completely at odds with the litany of Western prescriptions for the conflict.”
Such solutions “have nothing to do with the Middle East, [but] they have to do with panel discussions in the West.”
Controlling the West Bank gives Israel “strategic depth,” he said. Controlling land from the Mediterranean to the Jordan River, a distance of 40 to 50 miles, prevents a quick enemy thrust from severing the country in two.A Posture of Deterrence
And Israel’s continuing to oversee security in the West Bank, he said, is its “posture of deterrence.”
That sends powerful messages radiating in every direction, he added.
It sends one to Syria, which invaded Jordan in 1970 but backed off when Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir, at the request of U.S. President Richard Nixon, moved troops to the border where the three countries meet, he said.
“That posture of deterrence forced Syria to pull back without exchanging a single bullet with Israel,” he said.
[image: Yoram Ettinger, Israeli intelligence analyst. (Public Domain)]Yoram Ettinger, Israeli intelligence analyst. Public Domain



It sends a message to Jordan, which has surrendered its claim to the West Bank. Jordan’s Hashemite monarchy represents a minority in Jordan, which is predominantly Palestinian.
The late King Hussein, who made peace with Israel in 1994, did so mainly because he realized Israel’s backing helped prop up his family’s potentially shaky rule, Ettinger said.
Jordan’s King Abdullah II must contend with the Muslim Brotherhood, Palestinian ambitions to take over, and intensified Iranian subversion. Jordan doesn’t trust the United States to deter its enemies, he said, because it hasn’t faced and dealt decisively with “rogue elements” in the Middle East.
And Israel holding the West Bank sends a message to Saudi Arabia. Its crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman, often referred to as MBS, has explored the possibility of peace with Israel.
Many think Hamas’s Oct. 7 attack was a desperate attempt to derail Israel’s brewing ties with the Saudis and other Gulf states, which, if successfully established, would help ensure the Jewish state’s survival and weaken pressure to destroy it.
If Jordan’s monarchy fell, there would be a hostile regime on Saudi Arabia’s northern border, threatening the House of Saud, the other Gulf state monarchies, and eventually Egypt, he said.
Israel already cooperates with the Saudis on defense, agriculture, technology, and irrigation.
“I hope [MBS] will live forever,” Ettinger said. “But he knows, even within his family, he has a multitude of enemies. That’s why [so many] princes of his family are in house arrest. In flashy hotels, yes, but it’s still house arrest.
“Today’s relations with Saudi Arabia may not be tomorrow’s relations with Saudi Arabia.
“With all due respect to peace with Saudi Arabia, which I hope for, it’s not even close to the role played by the mountain ridges of Judea and Samaria in ensuring the survival of the Jewish state.”
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Victoria Rumbles With 3rd Quake in a Month
Australia has recorded more than one earthquake a week during 2024, with Victoria being rocked by a 3.4 magnitude quake on Aug. 29.
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[image: Victoria Rumbles With 3rd Quake in a Month]An image shared by Victoria State Emergency Services shows the location of the latest quake.




By Crystal-Rose Jones
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




Victoria has been shaken up by a third earthquake in less than a month, following a trend of regular seismic activity across Australia.
The most recent was a 3.4 magnitude earthquake at Hamilton around 5 a.m. on Aug. 29.
“A magnitude 3.4 earthquake at a 3 kilometres depth has been recorded this morning, with an epicentre at Hamilton,” the Victoria State Emergency Service said.
The quake didn’t cause any major damage and only a handful of reports were made.
It was, however, slightly stronger than the magnitude 3.0 quake that hit the southern Gippsland region on Aug. 26.
There was then the Aug. 7 earthquake in Victoria’s high country that registered 4.2.
Victoria isn’t the only state that’s shaking all over, though.
Musewellbrook near Newcastle in New South Wales had a 4.8 magnitude earthquake on Aug. 24, which was felt by more than 600 people.
The Muswellbrook quake resulted in power outages in part of the area north of Sydney, while some also had interruptions to water supply.
A Geoscience Australia report confirmed the earthquake occurred at a depth of 10-kilometres underground.
The event was felt by many residents who said their homes felt like they were moving, while products in a local Mitre 10 were thrown from shelves.
Just one day before, a 5.0 magnitude quake was felt at Denman, three hours’ north of Sydney.
Thousands of people reported the Denman event, and its subsequent tremors.
Western and South Australia have also experienced quakes between magnitude 2.0 and 4.8 during August.
Australia’s Seismology Research Centre has recorded 42 quakes since the start of the year.
The sudden influx of activity has led some to question whether the country was becoming more prone to seismic events.
Earthquakes Downunder researcher David Belford explained on social media that quake numbers across Australia were “all quite normal,” however, he said there was an increase in the likelihood of higher magnitude quakes predicted for the United States and Japan in coming years.
“As for Australia, both sides getting similar activity is something new, which we’re keeping our eyes on,” he said.
“There is a high chance both regions may see more magnitude four (or greater) earthquakes.
“It’s best just to keep observing worldwide seismic activity to get a better idea of what may or may not come.”
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Detectives Release Photos of Man After Baby Scalded with Hot Coffee
A police detective has called for public information after the ‘ambush’ attack left a baby suffering serious burns. 
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[image: Detectives Release Photos of Man After Baby Scalded with Hot Coffee]Police believe this man could help with their investigations. Courtesy of Queensland Police
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Brisbane detectives have released an image of a man suspected of involvement in pouring hot coffee onto a nine-month-old baby during an “ambush” at a picnic.
The parents of the nine-month-old baby were enjoying an outing with friends at Hanlon Park in Brisbane’s Stones Corner on Aug. 27 when an unknown man approached them and poured a thermos of hot coffee onto the baby boy.
A nearby nurse heard the baby’s screams and ran over to help as his mother screamed, “It’s hot, it’s hot coffee.”
The mother’s friend described how she tried to run after the attacker but tripped before returning to help.
She described the harrowing scene as the extent of the damage to the baby’s skin was revealed.
“We laid him down on the picnic rug and we peeled his clothes away, which revealed the peeling of his skin—his skin had started to blister,” the friend said.
The baby had to undergo surgery and remains in hospital in a stable condition.
“This man needs to be found and charged,” the baby’s mother, who has not been publicly identified, told the Nine Network.
[image: A CCTV still of a man police believe could help with investigations. (Courtesy of Queensland Police)]A CCTV still of a man police believe could help with investigations. Courtesy of Queensland Police



“I don’t know who would think that’s okay to harm an innocent little baby,” she said.
The baby’s mother said she had been having flashbacks since the incident.
“It’s torture. I am supposed to be his protector and I couldn’t protect him,” she said.
The baby will spend the next week in hospital and will undergo further surgery.
Police have released two images of a man aged between 30 and 40 years old, with proportionate build, and tanned skin.
He wore a black hat, glasses, a blue shirt and shorts.
“I believe that we’re progressing the investigation well, I’m confident that we will have a positive outcome, however we’re still appealing to the public to have a good look at some of that CCTV footage,” said Detective Inspector Paul Dalton, in an interview with ABC News Breakfast.
The officer described how the mother was targeted from behind.
“It was totally surprising, almost like an ambush,” he said. “Rest assured we’re doing everything we possibly can to find this person.”
The detective inspector said he had not seen an act so brazen and callous in 30 years of policing, with the baby receiving “quite significant burns.”
Anyone with information on the incident should call Policelink on 131 444 or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
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Senator Faruqi’s Participation in Antisemitism Investigation ‘Inappropriate’: Jewish MP
Politicians and Jewish groups are questioning why Greens Senator Mehreen Faruqi has taken a place on a committee to decide on an inquiry into antisemitism. 
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[image: Senator Faruqi’s Participation in Antisemitism Investigation ‘Inappropriate’: Jewish MP]Australian Greens Senator Mehreen Faruqi (2nd R) speaks at a Pro-Palestine demonstration in Melbourne, Australia, on April 3, 2024. AAP Image/James Ross
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Jewish Liberal MP Julian Leeser has criticised a potential move by the Greens to involve Senator Mehreen Faruqi in deciding whether a probe into antisemitism at universities will come to fruition.
The Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee is holding an inquiry to consider giving the investigation a green light.
Leeser said Faruqi had “inserted herself” into the committee, displacing Greens Senator David Shoebridge, who would normally sit in the chair.
“Senator Faruqi has already stated she thinks the inquiry is politically motivated and that further demonstrates why her participation in this inquiry is so inappropriate,” Leeser told The Epoch Times.
Faruqi has been vocal about her support for Palestine.
In July, she refused to say Hamas should be dismantled in Gaza, despite the group being listed as a terrorist organisation by Australia.
She also recently moved an unsuccessful Senate motion for all correspondence between several Jewish and Zionist organisations to be made public.
Late last year, she deleted a post on social media where she had posed, smiling, alongside a young woman holding a sign saying “keep the world clean” with an image of the Israeli flag going into a bin.
“A person who has clearly demonstrated their bias on the issue and hostility to the interests of the Jewish community should never be in a position to cross-examine witnesses in this inquiry,” Leeser said.
It comes after The Australian reported on Aug. 26 that Faruqi would replace Shoebridge on the committee.
The Epoch Times reached out to Senator Faruqi’s office and the Greens, but did not receive a response.Community Won’t Be Intimidated: AJA
Australian Jewish Association CEO Robert Gregory said Faruqi had nothing positive to add to the inquiry.
“Her presence makes a mockery of the inquiry,” he told The Epoch Times.
“Victims of antisemitism may feel uncomfortable appearing before someone who conceivably shares some of the positions which are the focus of the inquiry.
Gregory accused Faruqi of deliberately attempting to derail an investigation into antisemitism.
“The Jewish community won’t be intimidated by Senator Faruqi,” he said.
“We will call out antisemitism in universities and wherever it occurs, as well as the far-left instigators who are behind most antisemitism in Australia today.”
The Commission of Inquiry into Antisemitism at Australian Universities Bill 2024 aims to establish a commission of inquiry into antisemitism at Australian universities. It would be granted the same powers as a royal commission.
According to documents submitted with the motion by Senator Sarah Henderson, there has been substantial antisemitism on campus in Australia for decades, with almost two-thirds of Australia Jewish university students experiencing antisemitism on campus.
However, since the Oct. 7 terrorist attacks by Hamas in Israel, antisemitism across the country and—particularly on university campuses—has reached unprecedented levels.
Submissions to the Senate on the issue closed on Aug. 23, with the next reporting date set for Oct. 4.
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[image: Health Canada Recalls Contact Lenses Over Quality Issue]A sign is displayed in front of Health Canada headquarters in Ottawa on Jan. 3, 2014. The Canadian Press/Sean Kilpatrick
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Health Canada has issued a recall for some contact lenses due to concerns about quality.
The recall includes Total1 and Total30 contact lenses, sold by Alcon Laboratories. The company said there were problems with a solvent used for the lenses.
“The solvent contained an unexpected long-chain hydrocarbon substance, which was found to remain present in the finished contact lenses,” an Aug. 26 Health Canada notice said. “As a result, the identified lots may not meet Alcon’s performance standards for the entirety of its shelf life.”
Recalled products include Dailies Total1 One-Day Contact Lenses For Astigmatism, Soft Contact Lens delefilcon A Multifocal, and Total30 (Lehfilcon A) Soft Contact Lenses.
Several lot numbers have been recalled and are listed on the Health Canada website.
The recall comes days after the company reported increased sales of vision care products, including its contact lenses.
Alcon saw a 4 percent increase in sales of vision care products for a total of $1.1 billion in the second quarter of 2024, according to an Aug. 20 news release.
Contact lens net sales were $636 million, a 7 percent increase. The company said this was driven by product innovation and price increases.
Alcon also noted a drop of 1 percent in sales of its ocular health products, for a total of $423 million.
The company said that it saw “continued strength” from the Systane brand of artificial tears.Eye Drops Recall
Alcon’s Systane eye drops were not on the list of a mass recall issued by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in late 2023. The notice warned consumers that some products could cause eye infections.
In August 2023, Health Canada issued a recall of all lots of Cromolyn Eye Drops in the 10-millilitre bottles due to microbes in the product that could lead to an eye infection.
The over-the-counter drops are used to treat seasonal allergic conjunctivitis in adults and children aged 5 years and older.
A company test showed that the preservative in the product might not be effective in preventing the growth of microbes like moulds or bacteria.
Health Canada said the risk was greatest to those with compromised immune systems, such as those with cystic fibrosis, cancer, or similar illnesses.
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[image: Railways’ Locking Out of Workers ‘Deeply Unhelpful’ and Forced Binding Arbitration, Trudeau Says]Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks to reporters as cabinet members look on during the Liberal cabinet retreat in Charlottetown, P.E.I. on Aug. 23, 2023. The Canadian Press/Darren Calabrese
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Prime Minister Justin Trudeau defended his government’s decision to request a binding arbitration to bring an end to the nationwide rail strike, saying Canadian National and Canadian Pacific Kansas City’s decision to lock out workers was “deeply unhelpful” and forced the government’s hand.
“As a result, we reluctantly took the decision to request binding arbitration to resolve this dispute. To be clear, this is not the outcome we wanted to see,” Trudeau told the International Union of Operating Engineers on Aug. 28.
“If it wasn’t obvious to every Canadian already, Canadian rail workers do a vital job, and they deserve to work in safety and dignity.”
On Aug. 22, after trains had stopped due to the lock out, the federal government intervened to force arbitration and get trains across Canada moving again. Earlier that day, contract negotiations between the two rail companies and the Teamsters union failed, leading to 6,000 Canadian National Railway (CN) workers and 3,300 Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) being locked out.
Government had said earlier that it wanted the issue to be resolved at the negotiation table, while business groups had asked for the government to intervene before a shut down to ensure no disruption to the economy.
Canadian railways transport around $380 billion worth of goods annually, and 32,000 Canadian commuters rely on the rail system each day. Trudeau psaid that the railway shutdown had also raised “serious public safety concerns” as shipments of essential items like propane for hospitals and chlorine for drinking water were at risk.
“We will be looking at every possible immediate and long-term solution to address the worker safety issues raised by the Teamsters union, and ultimately to make our rail system work better,” he said.
The Teamsters Canada Rail Conference had requested higher wages, increased safety, and better work-life balance for workers. CN and CPKC said several offers they had made in good faith were rejected by the union.
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[image: Policy Announcements and Preparing for New US President: A Look at the Liberal Cabinet Retreat]Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks at a Liberal Party fundraiser event in Halifax on Aug. 27, 2024. The Canadian Press/Kelly Clark
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Facing political headwinds, the Liberal cabinet has wrapped up its annual summer retreat in Halifax before the full party caucus meets and stares down another key byelection next month.
Liberal ministers had gathered in Halifax to discuss addressing issues like the cost of living and ways for Canada to strengthen its relationship with the United States as the country faces a potentially pivotal presidential election.
That election is a source of great interest for the governing Liberals, but so is finding a way to gain back popular support at home. The cabinet retreat came two months after the Liberals’ surprise by-election loss to the Conservatives in the riding of Toronto–St. Paul’s, which had been held by the party since 1993.
Calls by some Liberal MPs to hold a caucus meeting to discuss the matter were not heeded, hence the upcoming party retreat in Nanaimo, B.C., will be the first time Prime Minister Justin Trudeau faces them. Trudeau did attend the Ontario caucus meeting on Aug. 14, with the change to his itinerary being announced mid-day by his office.
Following the Liberal defeat in Toronto–St. Paul’s byelection and bad poll numbers, amid calls by some current and former MPs to step down, Trudeau said he'll be staying on and he will have to present to his MPs a vision for the next 14 months before the federal election.
In the meantime, the Sept. 16 byelection in LaSalle–Émard–Verdun, which was announced following Liberal MP David Lametti stepping down, will be another key challenge for the party in a riding that has been a stronghold.
A divided opposition with the NDP and the Bloc Québécois having a good showing could be what saves the Liberal seat. In any case, the results will be a weathervane for the Montreal area, which like Toronto has been dominated by Liberals. A byelection will also take place in Winnipeg on the same day to replace the NDP’s Daniel Blaikie, but Liberals there are unlikely to be a major factor.
Sept. 16 is also the day the House of Commons will resume sitting after the summer break. Government House Leader Karina Gould, coming back from a seven-month maternity leave, did not have details to share about her party’s legislative agenda for the fall parliamentary session.
Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of the cabinet retreat on Aug. 27, Gould said she would listen to her colleagues and craft an agenda that “reflects the needs and hopes of Canadians.”
Even though Parliament was on break, House committees held a number of meetings during the summer, including on issues such as the foiled terrorist plot in Toronto, the government’s purchase of a $9 million official residence for the consul-general to New York, the business dealings of Employment Minister Randy Boissonnault, and the ArriveCan controversy.Tariffs, Foreign Workers
During the cabinet retreat, the ministers made announcements regarding building housing, tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles (EVs), and Canada’s temporary foreign workers (TFW) program.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced on Aug. 26 that Ottawa would be taking steps to reduce the number of temporary foreign workers in the country, saying the current policy is “not fair to Canadians struggling to find a good job” or to some foreign workers who are being exploited.
With unemployment trending upward and Canada’s labour market improving, the federal government will be refusing TFW applications in cities with unemployment rates over 6 percent, capping the number of foreign workers as part of the total workforce that can be hired through the program’s low-wage stream, and reducing the maximum duration of employment for temporary workers in the low-wage stream from two years to one.
The measures are expected to reduce temporary foreign workers by 65,000. There are currently over 1.3 million work permit holders, according to Statistics Canada.
That same day, Trudeau also announced his government would implement 100 percent tariffs on Chinese-made EVs, and a 25 percent tariff on steel and aluminum products. Ottawa will also launch a 30-day public consultation into other sectors that are “critical to Canada’s future prosperity,” such as batteries and battery parts, semiconductors, solar products, and critical minerals.
Ahead of the retreat, Ottawa also announced it had added 56 new properties to the public lands bank of locations suitable for long-term leases, allowing developers to build more housing. These include former Canada Post sites, military bases, and federal office buildings.
Those three policy announcements were issues the Conservatives have previously urged the Liberals to take action on. Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre has called to reduce the number of immigrants and TFWs; recently said he would put tariffs on Chinese EVs, steel, and aluminum if elected prime minister; and proposed for 15 percent of all federal buildings to be turned into homes.
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Future Made in Australia Needs Greater Policy Certainty, Less Focus on Social Objectives: Stakeholders
Experts claimed union agreements may raise costs, restrict competition, and incentivise side deals for Future Made in Australia projects.
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[image: Future Made in Australia Needs Greater Policy Certainty, Less Focus on Social Objectives: Stakeholders]Solar panels are seen on a roof in Albany, Western Australia, on March 29, 2024. Susan Mortimer/The Epoch Times
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Stakeholders presenting evidence before the Economic Legislation Senate Committee on the Future Made in Australia (FMA) Bill extended broad support for the framework but expressed concerns about the law’s overly restrictive eligibility criteria, which could limit support for otherwise viable projects.
They also called for greater policy certainty to encourage private investment and stronger safeguards to ensure the judicious use of taxpayer dollars.
Future Made in Australia is a massive $22.7 billion (US$15 billion) scheme aimed at facilitating Australia’s renewable energy transition by providing sector assessment frameworks, taxpayer-backed incentives for subsidies to manufacturing and clean energy industries, and more.
“The eligibility criteria and design of FMA policies must not be so restrictive as to limit support for projects that otherwise meet the policy objectives,” said Bran Black, Chief Executive of the Business Council.
Louise McGrath, Head of Industry Development and Policy at the Australian Industry Group, echoed this sentiment, emphasising the need for “greater policy certainty to encourage private investment in the targeted sectors by specifying the form and quantum of support available.”
Stakeholders warned that government procurement requirements tied to union-endorsed agreements could limit competition, increase costs, and create incentives for side deals to secure these agreements.
“There is a risk that setting government procurement requirements for union-endorsed agreements can limit competition and subsequently increase costs. It also creates a honeypot and a potential incentive for side deals to secure these union agreements to gain access to contracts.”
Representatives also highlighted the importance of ensuring that “decisions on investment made under FMA must be determined by classic principles of value for money for taxpayers” rather than focusing too heavily on social objectives like regional communities and diverse workplaces.
They warned that too much emphasis on these aspects could overshadow the primary goals of economic competitiveness and productivity of the renewables and energy sector.
Andrew McKellar, Chief Executive of the Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ACCI), also noted that while the bill’s primary purpose is to establish the national interest framework for assessing future “Made in Australia” projects, the term “national interest” has not been well defined.
“As per the current draft, the national interest framework is high-level and somewhat loosely defined, lacking clear and systematic assessment criteria,” he said.
However, stakeholders agreed on the necessity of such a framework, since economies like the United States have already implemented similar legislation with it’s Biden Inflation Reduction Act.
“Australia should not sit still while other countries are increasing their incentives, growing their competitiveness at a foundational level. To best grow our economy, we must, as a point of national urgency, become a more competitive place to do business,” said Black.
The report is based on the first panel of the hearing, which continued until late evening. It was chaired by Senator Jess Walsh of the Labor Party and co-chaired by Andrew Bragg of the Liberal Party.
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‘Coutts Two’ Verdict: Bail and Mischief [Wed, 28 Aug 20:15]Protesters demonstrating against COVID-19 mandates and restrictions gather as a truck convoy blocks the highway at the Canada-U.S. border crossing in Coutts, Alta., on Feb. 2, 2022. (The Canadian Press/Jeff McIntosh)



	
Slashed Tires and Tapped Wires: The CCP’s Harassment Tactics in Canada [Wed, 28 Aug 14:07]The Chinese embassy in Ottawa, in a file photo. (The Epoch Times)



	
Why Federal Budget Cuts Are So Hard [Wed, 28 Aug 13:16]The U.S. Capitol as seen from the National Mall in Washington on Aug. 9, 2024. (Aaron Schwartz/Middle East Images/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Ukraine’s Kursk Gamble—Robbing Peter to Pay Paul [Wed, 28 Aug 08:45]Local volunteers walk past a building damaged by Ukrainian strikes in Kursk, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. (Tatyana Makeyeva/AFP via Getty Images)
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Commentary
Imagine spending over two years behind bars, only to be told the evidence never supported the charges against you.
On Aug. 2, a Lethbridge jury found Chris Carbert and Tony Olienick not guilty of the most serious charge of conspiracy to commit murder of police officers. However, though they were declared innocent, the conspiracy charge was the basis for their being held in remand for at least 925 days. They were denied bail based on this charge.
The sentencing hearing for other charges against Carbert and Olienick is taking place this week.Granting Bail Typical for Serious Offences
In Canada, when someone is charged with committing a crime, they’re released on bail. This includes those charged with murder. For example, in September 2021, 31-year-old Umar Zameer was released on bail after being charged with the first-degree murder of Toronto Police Constable Jeffrey Northrup.
A case of double murder in the city of Mission in B.C.’s Fraser Valley concerned the deaths of Lisa Dudley and her boyfriend Guthrie McKay. Tom Holden, accused of first-degree murder in the case, was released on bail.Conditions for not Granting Bail
Why do we release people from custody after being charged with a crime? Why don’t we hold people indefinitely? It’s been a Canadian tradition that there’s a process in place to which we adhere. Does the person charged with a crime seem to present a risk of repeating an offence? Carbert and Olienick hadn’t previously committed the offence(s) they were charged with. They didn’t have any criminal records for any violence. So, the likelihood of repetition of offence didn’t apply.
Another reason for denying bail is flight risk. But the Crown agreed neither of these men posed a flight risk. If you’re not clear about the identity of the person you’ve arrested, you can hold them in custody. But the Crown and the RCMP were certain of the identity of these men.
How about denying bail for evidence protection? If let go, was it possible the Crown or RCMP would lose evidence, and they needed to keep Carbert and Olienick in remand? No.
Were Carbert or Olienick considered a danger to the public? No. They had no past history of committing violent crimes, so in the case of the Coutts Two this was not a reason to deny bail.
The Crown insisted the pair be denied bail because their release would undermine confidence in the judicial system. Due to the seriousness of the offences the pair were charged with, releasing them would put the legal system into disrepute. But this is a circular argument. In authoritarian countries, police may arrest citizens on serious charges they’re not guilty of and leave them in prison indefinitely.Granting Bail Goes Back to Magna Carta
Since the Magna Carta was signed in 1215, western judicial institutions have allowed those charged with a crime to be presumed innocent until proven guilty. With that provision comes the right to bail and a speedy trial. When citizens are accused of a crime and left to rot in prison without having their day in court, their spirits can be broken and persuaded to agree to plead guilty even when they are innocent.Unindicted Co-conspirators Never Interviewed
During the trial, the Crown repeatedly named a list of unindicted co-conspirators. Each had a licence to carry a weapon in public for years. None of them were ever searched. None of them were ever interviewed. None of the alleged co-conspirators received any communication from the RCMP, or other authorities, about their possible connection to a conspiracy to murder police officers. However, the list of names provided for some legal theatre in the court added to the ominous scale of the supposed conspiracy to murder police officers.Intelligence
Former career police officer Vincent Gircys had standing in the Justice Mosley decision. The judge ruled in January 2024 that the government’s invocation of the Emergencies Act in February 2022 to end the convoy protests was unconstitutional.
After the Coutts Two verdict, Gircys was concerned about the intelligence. There was a disconnect between the conspiracy charge and the evidence the Crown brought to trial. Gircys stated, “It’s really important to find where that disconnect is. Because of faulty intelligence? False intelligence? Fabricated intelligence? The evidence that they (RCMP) do have would all be logged, gathered, and time-lined. And that goes to what evidence was not gathered? ... How could that information have been laid in the first place? How could the Crown have proceeded with this case to begin with?”
The Coutts Two were found not guilty of conspiracy to commit murder. But by the time they are sentenced on the other charges this week, they will have spent at least 925 days in custody. What does this mean for innocent until proven guilty?
Ray McGinnis is a Senior Fellow with the Frontier Centre for Public Policy. His forthcoming book is “Unjustified: The Emergencies Act and the Inquiry that Got It Wrong.”
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Commentary
Imagine this. It’s the middle of the night. You’re trying to sleep, but you just can’t shake the feeling you’re being watched. The other day, you said something critical of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), and now you’re facing the consequences. You’ve received several threats, some subtle, some direct. You toss and turn, but as you finally begin to nod off, the phone rings. Is it an agent of the CCP? Will they come for you, or even for your family?
Many Chinese Canadians have to deal with situations just like this right now. Most shockingly, it’s happening on Canadian soil.
This problem is outlined in the new SecondStreet.org report, “Investigating the Chinese Government’s Harassment of Chinese-Canadians.” By reaching out to cultural and religious groups, and outspoken members of Canada’s Chinese community, we found 26 Chinese Canadians (as well as Canadians from Hong Kong, etc.) who were brave enough to share their stories of being targeted by the CCP.
Their stories speak for themselves, so let’s go over a few.
One common thread throughout the survey is that the CCP seems to favour using threatening phone calls and various types of digital harassment for those it wants to target. To quote:
“Cyber attack on Jan-11 2015, the attack came from China, Hunan province. My [computer system] totally crashed.”
“My WeChat account, which is the only app almost all Chinese use, got shadow-banned when I posted my support for Hong Kong in 2018. If I am in a group, no Chinese citizens, anyone using a Chinese phone number, can see my post.”
In this modern digital age, this is, of course, very concerning, but it doesn’t stop there. Several respondents to our survey said they were targeted in person.
“One Chinese guy took photo of me in Calgary’s China Town ... Then I am being tracked, monitored, listened, by different guys … at my house, bus station, any location I parked,” one said.
“A forum on live organ harvesting was held. My car’s tires were punctured four times in a month (the last time was punctured with an inch-wide knife). There are also physical threats and actions,” said another.
One respondent even came home to what they believed was a subtle threat from the CCP.
“One day when I came home, found a big size branch of my house plant was cut off and put on the kitchen counter and a knife was beside it.”
Perhaps the most eerie tactic revealed in this research is the CCP’s willingness to target family members and friends of Chinese-Canadians who are still living in China.
“My relatives even asked me to stop calling them because of fear that the police [are] watching them and they will get in trouble. My parents asked me not to talk about anything related to CCP, the leaders, Chinese politics, COVID, vaccines etc lest their pensions [be] stopped.”
“They also harassed my family in China, forced them to sign a pledge that if [I] did something they don’t like overseas, they will take away all their properties.”
Needless to say, none of this is acceptable in a developed, Western democracy like Canada. Historically, the CCP is known for its brutality and willingness to ignore human rights ‒ Mao’s Great Leap Forward was one of the worst genocides in human history. While the modern CCP has made some economic reforms, life and liberty are not a priority for it—think of the Uyghur genocide, the social credit system, and the constant surveillance of citizens.
It’s not surprising that a sinister government like that would want to spread its tendrils across the world and keep its former citizens under its watch. Those who speak out, who hold political or religious views contrary to the CCP’s doctrine, may have a target on their back.
But Canada can take steps to protect its citizens. The federal government appears poised to create a foreign agent registry, and it has potential, but we also need to raise awareness about this problem. The brave Canadians who shared their stories in our survey did their part, likely despite fear of further targeting. Bringing stories like theirs to the light can help policymakers see that this is a legitimate problem and inspire them to take further action.
If we don’t want communist-style surveillance and harassment in our country, it’s the least we can do.
Dom Lucyk is the Communications Director for SecondStreet.org, a Canadian think tank.




Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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By Jeffrey A. Tucker
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




Commentary
People often ask about solutions to the decline of living standards, the soaring costs of everything from housing to education, the decline of traditional manufacturing in American shores, the depletion of saved capital for investment, and the growth of government power, which has compromised personal privacy and freedom of speech. The most immediate answer to it all is budget cuts toward an actual balanced budget.
Budget cuts would force the federal government to make hard choices. Agencies would need to be curbed, cut, and eliminated. An across-the-board chop of 1-2 percent of GDP would affect everything, and there would be howls from dependent institutions around the country as well as the permanent civil service. Lawsuits would fly as never before.
But at least it would start the process of solving the problems. The Federal Reserve would be relieved of unrelenting pressure to monetize the debt. The flow of debt would start to abate, which would begin to dry up the spigot of funding to foreign central banks that are building huge industrial bases to compete with American production. With a stable money stock, inflation would be less intense and prices could adjust downward toward rising rather than falling purchasing power.
Private investment would increase because Treasury debt would stop crowding out the space that would normally flow to valuable production projects. Interest rates would eventually fall in line to match savings levels. With more discretionary income, U.S. savings might also increase.
Budget cuts would also reduce political polarization that results in large part over how a vast federal budget is going to be deployed. With a severe austerity affecting all government services, Americans would be encouraged toward solving their own problems and recovering the traditional spirit of independence and self-reliance.
Maybe the public could start to get the hang of this freedom thing again, and the cuts could go further and further back. And to be clear, when I say cuts, I mean the word in the way regular people use the term, as an actual cut in existing spending.
For many decades, Washington has worked to redefine the term to mean a cut in the rate of increase. No household can possibly function this way. Imagine making a budget for next year that assumes a 5 percent increase but then you trim that to a 3 percent growth. Try explaining to your accountant that this is a cut and he will look at you like you have lost your mind. But in Washington culture, this talk is completely normal.
An actual and sustained budget cut has not happened since the end of World War II, tragically. It’s as if the presumption that government must always grow larger is built into our fiscal policy, regardless of the limits placed on government by the U.S. Constitution.
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As a consequence, the Federal Reserve has been very busy buying as much of the debt as possible, resulting in inflation. The rest has been marketed as secure assets to be held in banking systems around the world. This has built a global economy on the sands of debt, and which now sits at the precipice of disaster. This simply cannot last.
The inflation of the last four years should be our wakeup call. And contrary to what everyone is claiming now, the problem is not gone. For many Americans who are just now realizing how devastating it has been, the problem is more intense than ever. We are not back to where we should be. Inflation even under the best estimates is still running 50 percent ahead of target. It is getting tiresome to hear daily claims that the problem is now gone, when all of us know otherwise.
[image: (Data: Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED), St. Louis Fed; Chart: Jeffrey A. Tucker)](Data: Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED), St. Louis Fed; Chart: Jeffrey A. Tucker)Data: Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED



If the experience of recent years doesn’t wake us up to what needs to happen, I’m not sure what will. And yet even now, the main explanations of inflation we hear are that they stem from corporate greed and price gouging, a ridiculous explanation that is pure fiction, as anyone involved in any business enterprise knows. We need a forthright admission of the truth: the inflation is a direct result of Washington living beyond its means, and the Federal Reserve making that possible through its magic powers to create something out of nothing.
So, yes, in my fantasy we have a generation of public-spirited politicians who fly into action and do the right thing by slicing away at the preposterous expenditures. They can cut back by one year, 10 years, or 30 years. It doesn’t matter provided that they start somewhere, and prepare the public for what is coming. We need a true consensus on this, and someone somewhere needs to at least start the conversation so we can cease to live this lie that the debt can rise forever with no consequence.
All talk of budget cuts runs into a thick wall of blockage, however, one that is best explained by what’s called the “public choice” school of economics. The fundamental problem is that every bit of government spending has a constituency that is hyper-focused on preserving its something for nothing. Meanwhile, the marginal cost of each expenditure is spread throughout the population in ways that do not fire up passionate objections.
The formula here is usually expressed as “concentrated benefits vs. diffuse costs.” That’s why it is so hard to cut the budget. The pressure groups that benefit from existing spending are well-heeled with vast lobbying forces out there, and they are well-positioned to call in favors from the politicians whose reelections they funded during campaign season. It is a straight-up quid pro quo. Why else do you think that rich corporations and lobbying groups give to politicians? It’s not about being public-spirited. It’s about the expectation of some financial return.
In other words, there is no benefit to any politician for voting for budget cuts. There is only cost: lost donations, angry pressure groups, and a howling media. Why would they ever do it?
A dramatic effort to cut the budget, shared by both parties and all ideological impulses, would be the only way to end the logjam. Above all else, this needs genuine leadership. It can come from either party or any main candidate. The point is to make the case to the public and give the politicians cover for what they need to do.
It’s been decades since we’ve heard any talk about this subject so just the mention of the need to cut back will be a shock to the media, which will quickly seize on supposed victims of budget cuts and weave countless stories of suffering and woe. The point is thereby made: the beneficiaries are concentrated and the costs diffuse. Standing up to this machinery will be exceedingly difficult, the challenge of a generation.
And yet consider the benefits from ending a public policy that is so addicted to debt that it cannot imagine functioning without it. It would end inflation and even bring prices down. It would lead homes to become more affordable and groceries too. It would free up investment capital. It would stop the pillaging of the industrial base and actually kick off the rebuilding process. The small manufacturers who survive now could grow and gradually come to put America back to work again in something other than baloney jobs.
There are many ideas out there for saving America from what otherwise seems like a fate that everyone dreads, namely gradual decline. It can be reversed but it will take courage, focus, and persistence. A balanced budget with existing or even lower income streams is the best and most sustainable way forward.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/opinion/why-federal-budget-cuts-are-so-hard-5714330



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


PerspectivesViewpoints

Ukraine’s Kursk Gamble—Robbing Peter to Pay Paul
It has not changed the fundamentals of an attrition-based war in which Russia maintains an overwhelming advantage.
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: Ukraine’s Kursk Gamble—Robbing Peter to Pay Paul]Local volunteers walk past a building damaged by Ukrainian strikes in Kursk, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. Tatyana Makeyeva/AFP via Getty Images
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Commentary
Ukraine’s successful surprise attack into Russia’s Kursk Oblast is, I believe, a very high-stakes example of robbing Peter to pay Paul.
By pulling men and equipment from other battlefronts, Ukraine was able to attack into and gain a presence in lightly defended Russian territory. The attack’s success hinged on Russia not reinforcing the border despite reportedly being given two weeks’ advance warning by its intelligence service that Ukraine was building up men and equipment near the Kursk border.
Presumably, the Kremlin leadership, including the Chief of Staff of all Russia’s armed forces, were so confident that the United States would not allow Ukraine to violate the prohibition against using Western-supplied equipment and vehicles to attack across Russia’s border that they did not send reinforcements, nor did they reportedly think it was important enough to inform President Vladimir Putin.
Consequently, the incursion was initially quite successful, with Ukraine’s military claiming it has gained  control of 1,263 square kilometers in just a few weeks. This stands in sharp contrast to what we have seen in Donetsk, Luhansk, and Kherson, where it took Russia from January to July 2024, about seven months, to wrest control of 1,175 square kilometers of territory from Ukraine.
But this is an apples-and-oranges comparison, as gaining control of undefended or lightly defended territory is completely different from taking territory from troops supported by artillery and drones ensconced in networked fortifications that have been built up over a matter of months and/or years, as is the case in the Donbas.
Nevertheless, the incursion has boosted Ukrainian morale, diverted attention away from the increasingly grim situation in the Donbas, given Western media something it wants to write about, and has provided grist for those who want to continue sending additional countless billions of dollars of aid for as long as Ukraine is willing to fight.
However, this does leave us with important questions. Where did Ukraine get the men and equipment to mount such an operation? Does Ukraine have the countless thousands of well-equipped, experienced troops that would allow it to take and hold enough land to create the militarily relevant buffer zone that President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has claimed to be the reason for the incursion? Has the incursion changed the fundamentals that have been driving the war?
First, let’s consider Ukraine’s widely documented manpower shortage that shows no signs of being alleviated by Ukraine’s controversial, well-documented conscription campaign. As it stands, prior to the Kursk incursion Ukraine was failing to conscript enough men to replace the frontline troops lost to Russia’s grinding assaults in the Donbas region. Opening up another front and exposing more troops to Russia’s massive advantage in artillery, airpower, manpower, drones, and electronic warfare ensures Ukraine will lose troops at an accelerated rate.
Moreover, the Ukrainian forces that charged into Kursk and were initially competently executing combined arms maneuver warfare weren’t conscripts with a few weeks of training. Instead, they were hard-to-replace, experienced troops, some of whom have almost certainly been pulled from regions over which Ukraine is struggling to maintain control.
Another impact of the Kursk incursion is that the Kursk front has, and continues to require, lots and lots of ammunition, including artillery ammunition, that continues to remain in short supply. Thus, it is unsurprising that reports from the Donbas indicate that supplying the Kursk incursion is starting to hurt. Indeed, a Ukrainian artillery brigade commander fighting in the Donbas told the Financial Times “that part of the reason for the Russian advance was Kyiv moving its scarce resources north [into Kursk].” And a spokesman for Ukraine’s 110th Mechanized Brigade in Donetsk, Ivan Sekach, told Politico that since Ukraine launched the Kursk offensive “things have become worse in our part of the front. ... We have been getting even less ammo than before and Russians are pushing.”
Exacerbating the situation in the Donbas, Ukraine has shifted hard to replace units such as the HIMARS/M270 multiple-launch rockets systems (MLRS) to positions near the Kursk border to support the incursion. Additionally, in order to prevent Russian airpower from unleashing devastating attacks on the Ukrainian forces in Kursk, Ukraine had to shift scarce, irreplaceable air defense units into positions close to the Ukraine–Kursk border. These kinds of redeployments, no matter how judiciously executed, diminish the combat power of Ukrainian forces fighting to hold back the Russian forces in the Donbas.
Another problematic aspect of the Kursk incursion is that while moving units like the HIMARS rocket artillery and air defense units close to Russia’s Kursk border was absolutely necessary for the operation to have any chance of success, doing so significantly increases the chance they will be located and destroyed, and at a minimum means they are not available for use on other fronts.
Hence, far from relieving pressure on the Ukrainian forces fighting to maintain some control over the Luhansk and Donetsk provinces that declared independence from Ukraine in 2014 and to delay Russia closing in on Ukraine’s critical supply hub city Pokrovsk, it is my opinion that the Kursk incursion has weakened Ukrainian forces in the Donbas.
Indeed, according to Yohann Michel of the Institute for Strategic and Defense Studies in Lyon, the Russian advance in the region “has accelerated in recent weeks, with a pace of progression that is becoming even more concerning than before.” An example of this is Novohrodivka, a town of 14,000 located just seven miles from Pokrovsk, which has been taken by Russian forces much more quickly than anyone expected.
Furthering Ukraine’s difficult situation is that the Russian military’s hugely successful recruitment of volunteers, and its massive ramp up in weapons production, has ensured that Russia has the resources to continue advancing in the Donbas and to push Ukraine out of Kursk. That means that the pressure Ukraine was hoping to relieve on its troops in the Donbas will remain and be harder to resist because scarce Ukrainian manpower and weapons resources are being diverted to Kursk.
Ultimately, while the incursion diverted attention from losses in the Donbas and boosted morale, it is still an operation conducted on a “robbing Peter to pay Paul” basis that was initiated in a desperate attempt to slow Russia’s advances in the Donbas. It has failed to do so. Consequently, it has not changed the fundamentals of an attrition-based war in which Russia maintains an overwhelming advantage.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/opinion/ukraines-kursk-gamble-robbing-peter-to-pay-paul-5711924



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


PerspectivesThinking About China

From Cyberspace IDs to Digital Yuan: Communist China’s Expanding Grip on Online Freedom
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



[image: From Cyberspace IDs to Digital Yuan: Communist China’s Expanding Grip on Online Freedom]A tower of security cameras (center L) are seen on The Bund past the Lujiazui financial district in Shanghai, China, on May 23, 2023. Hector Retamal/ AFP via Getty Images
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Commentary
China already has some of the most extensive surveillance and social control systems in the world, and recent advancements have moved the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) closer to total control over both the cyber and physical world.
The CCP now controls and monitors 700 million CCTV cameras across the country, capable of recognizing citizens not only through facial recognition but also by the way they walk, known as gait recognition. This system is integrated with a social credit system, which rates citizens based on their compliance with CCP dictates. A downgraded score can reduce access to essential aspects of digital life under CCP control, including bank accounts, travel, shopping, employment, and even housing. It also affects social and dating life, as associating with someone with a low social credit score can negatively impact your own.
In addition to the broad network of surveillance cameras known as Sky Net, the Great Firewall of China blocks nearly all foreign news media, preventing international news from entering the country. Domestic media are state-controlled, limiting citizens to only CCP-approved news. Gmail and foreign social media are blocked, while domestic platforms are closely monitored. Posting or even sharing forbidden content privately can have severe consequences, giving the CCP control over who you communicate with and what you say.
The CCP already monitors everyone, controls what they read, what they say, who they interact with, and, until recently, even how many children they could have. But the CCP’s desire for control doesn’t stop there. This year, the social credit score is being expanded into a nationwide system, as outlined in the CCP’s publication “Opinions on Completing the Social Credit System with Chinese Characteristics.”
Other initiatives of increased control include a crackdown on VPNs, which many use to bypass the Great Firewall and access foreign and forbidden content. Only state-approved VPNs are legal now, and most app stores no longer offer non-approved options. These approved VPNs are required by cybersecurity and national intelligence laws to provide Beijing with user data upon request. Additionally, they are equipped with safety protocols that may restrict access to banned content. Thus, using a state-approved VPN not only fails to undermine the CCP’s dominance in cyberspace but actually strengthens it.
In May 2024, the National Information Security Standardization Technical Committee (NISSTC) released the “Cybersecurity Technology—Basic Security Requirements for Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) Service,” regulating AI-generated content to ensure that all digital media aligns with state-approved values and does not undermine national unity.
The regulation also controls training data, stipulating that it must contain no more than 5 percent “illegal” or “harmful” content—where “harmful” refers to anything that undermines the CCP, and “illegal” covers content already banned under existing censorship rules. This includes information from foreign history textbooks, news media, or anything regarding Taiwan or Tibet’s independence. This move is part of a broader strategy to control the narrative within China, ensuring even automated content production remains under CCP oversight.
The digital yuan, a central bank digital currency that trades 1:1 with the physical yuan, is still being rolled out but will add another layer of CCP control over both the digital and real worlds as transactions become more closely tracked. While the system includes privacy tiers, users must register with their phone number and ID, eliminating any hope of anonymity in digital transactions.
If the country eventually goes fully digital, cash payments would disappear, meaning every payment would be recorded. This means anyone who runs afoul of the CCP could have their digital wallet shut down, effectively cutting off their ability to spend money. Additionally, since both the sender and receiver of funds are known to the CCP, if one is suspected of wrongdoing, such as affiliation with a banned group, both could be brought in for questioning. Compliance would be ensured by making the restoration of the digital wallet contingent on the quality of information provided to authorities.
One of the most recent advancements in CCP control is the cyberspace ID proposal, which is already being tested by several popular apps. Chinese internet users are already required to register with their real identities, and platforms like Weibo, Xiaohongshu, and Douyin already display users’ locations alongside their posts. Existing regulations link personal information to online activities, and introducing a national digital ID would only strengthen the CCP’s grip on citizen activity. This cyberspace ID would likely be tied to the social credit score, allowing the authorities to suspend internet privileges for those being punished.
Beijing justifies these restrictions as necessary measures to reduce crime, enhance cybersecurity, and limit data collection by private companies. However, the combination of these controls, soon to be augmented by the digital yuan and cyberspace ID, would enable the CCP to assert complete dominance over the cyber world.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Commentary
We have all sorts of expressions surrounding dogs and bones.
“He is like a dog with a bone.”
“Knick knack paddy whack, give a dog a bone.”
“I’ve got a bone to pick with you” refers to a dog’s passion.
Even the phrase “bone of contention” refers to the way dogs will struggle and fight over a bone.
Oddly, however, I suspect that most dog owners don’t have much experience with why dogs and bones—real bones—are so legendary. This is because most stores don’t have real bones. They have plastic and rubber toys shaped like bones. They have rawhide chews. They have ropes tied like bones. They have preposterous bone shapes that squeak, as if dogs have some innate desire to hear a squeak.
But they don’t have actual bones. As a result, most dog owners don’t even think about the topic except in the abstract.
This intrigues me. It’s like people are treating their pets the way they treat themselves. In the same way, people today eat vast amounts of processed foods, food-like things, chemicals shaped like food, pretend food and enhanced food. But it is the unusual person these days who would have a clue about what to do with a whole fish, a box of seasonal vegetables out of the ground, or a standing rib roast.
It’s sad but true that most people’s diets are a long way from the state of nature. It’s true even with milk. If you want it raw, you have to search for it. If you want bread without preservatives, you have to be a very fussy shopper.
We seem to have done to pets what we have done to ourselves. The life experience that people give them is filtered through industrial machinery, processed into dried pellets, encased in synthetic products, cushioned in artificial ways, and constantly injected with various potions to gum up their natural immune systems.
This is all quite remarkable and easily fixable. If you hop down to your local meat cutter or find a small grocer who sells meat, you might be able to find a bag of what dogs really need, which is an uncooked bone from a cow. It can be most any part of the cow and it should be packed with marrow and meat scraps. You can find frozen bags full for $1-3 a pound.
Again, the bone must be uncooked. Cooked bones soften and a dog can make their way through it easily. But an uncooked bone can engage them for hours, days, even weeks. What you will observe will amaze you. The result resembles a cleaned marble sculpture, like a masterpiece. It’s the result of surprising and admirable skill.
The first realization is that a dog with an actual bone is transformed in personality, reaching deep into the instinctual well from its wolf ancestry. The focus begins. The realization hits: this is real stuff. Then the rest of the world disappears. You don’t need to do anything: no chattering, no throwing, no play. Just watch.
The dog suddenly finds use of their paws, deploying them to their maximum functionality to situate the bone properly. Each of their teeth is engaged in a highly precise way to tear, scrape, gnaw, and chew. The back teeth serve a real function and the front row teeth to scrape at the marrow. And the canines find their true purpose too, to puncture and break.
The focus and discipline you observe is nothing short of a marvel. If humans could approach any task with the persistence, discipline, skill, scrupulosity, focus, and raw determination with which a dog tackles a bone, we would have cities on Mars by now.
Here we find the basis of the expression “A dog with a bone.” It means someone so incredibly dedicated to a task or topic that nothing can distract or deter him. And this is a perfect analogy. But it is always an exaggeration.
We do not and cannot replicate this, at least not without the assistance of psychiatric drugs. But for dogs, it all comes naturally. They don’t need to practice. The skills are all embedded in their DNA ready for instant deployment under the right environment. Dogs and real bones are meant for each other.
Did you know that brushing the teeth of dogs has become something that people often do, even hiring professionals for the job? It’s true. It’s big business. It’s also utterly preposterous. A dog that regularly chews bones will end up with gleaming pearly whites like you have never seen before. They are blindingly beautiful exactly as they should be, not because of idiotic dog toothbrushes and paste but due to the bone alone.
If you give a dog a bone, it’s not only that his teeth will be cleaned but also his breath will improve. This might be the most welcome change. Modern pet food is a major cause of pet halitosis, which quickly goes away with a good bone.
The best bones also become a source of food, including the marrow, which provides calcium and goodness knows what else. It also provides enormous happiness, and that much is unbearably obvious. The dog’s temperament will change from disgruntled to happy.
What is the downside? Of course people ask, and seek out every conceivable excuse for not providing a dog its most desired thing. You will be told that a bone will contaminate the dog with Salmonella and E. coli. They will develop digestive disorders. Their teeth will be damaged and break (ironically this is possible precisely because teeth are weakened by lacking calcium). They will cause choking and damage to the guts. You will hear that they are too high in fat.
It’s not like these criticisms and dangers are entirely mythical. But as with all things, the question must be: How great is the risk and compared to what? People deal with these alleged dangers by replacing bones with processed, sanitized, industrialized, synthetic carbo mush and crunchies, which end up depleting every bit of strength, power, natural instinct, and joy from a dog’s life. They are so unhealthy that they need doctors to squeeze their anal glands periodically.
Then we look at these pathetic excuses for the successor to the wolf and proclaim them healthy. And they are dead in ten years.
In other words, people have done to their pets what they do to themselves. In the name of health, we inject them with countless potions, feed them dreck, and drain away all natural energy. In the name of safety, we take away all resilience. In the name of risk avoidance, to deplete the capacity to manage real life. It’s bad enough to see this happen to humans but truly abusive and awful to see what people do to their pets.
Sadly, and despite all rhymes, songs, and sayings, people have nearly universally denied their dogs the very thing that they most want and most fires up their core talents and energies. The problem is easily reversible. For goodness sake, give that dog a bone!
And then watch, learn, and emulate. There are many things humans can learn from the way a dog takes to a bone. Imagine if humans took to the cause of freedom in the same way.
Go then and do likewise.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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By The Associated Press
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




Losses for several big technology companies pulled the stock market lower.
The S&P 500 fell 0.6 percent Wednesday, weighed down by drops in Nvidia, Apple, Microsoft and Amazon. The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 0.4 percent. The Dow is coming off two consecutive all-time highs. The Nasdaq composite fell 1.1 percent.
Nordstrom rose after the department store chain easily surpassed Wall Street’s profit expectations. Treasury yields held steady in the bond market.
On Wednesday:
The S&P 500 fell 33.62 points, or 0.6 percent, to 5,592.18.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 159.08 points, or 0.4 percent, to 41,091.42.
The Nasdaq composite fell 198.79 points, or 1.1 percent, to 17,556.03.
The Russell 2000 index of smaller companies fell 14.36 points, or 0.7 percent, to 2,188.64.
For the week:
The S&P 500 is down 42.43 points, or 0.8 percent.
The Dow is down 83.66 points, or 0.2 percent.
The Nasdaq is down 321.77 points, or 1.8 percent.
The Russell 2000 is down 30.07 points, or 1.4 percent.
For the year:
The S&P 500 is up 822.35 points, or 17.2 percent.
The Dow is up 3,401.88 points, or 9 percent.
The Nasdaq is up 2,544.68 points, or 17 percent.
The Russell 2000 is up 161.56 points, or 8 percent.
The Epoch Times copyright © 2024. The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors. They are meant for general informational purposes only and should not be construed or interpreted as a recommendation or solicitation. The Epoch Times does not provide investment, tax, legal, financial planning, estate planning, or any other personal finance advice. The Epoch Times holds no liability for the accuracy or timeliness of the information provided.
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A Law Without a Cause? Experts Question the Need for the ‘Right to Disconnect’ After Work
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By Crystal-Rose Jones
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




So-called “right to disconnect” laws are in place across the nation, but will they make a difference to how workplaces and employees operate?
In a nutshell, the legislation allows employees the right to ignore interaction from their employee, or a third party, outside of their work hours unless there is an exceptional circumstance.
The legislation itself is open to interpretation.
According to the Fair Work Commission, the nature of the contact, the current work agreement, and the employee’s role and circumstances, are just a few factors that come into play in determining if switching off is suitable.
Meaning this is not a hard-and-fast rule, but more a guideline that seems to push a conversation on what is and isn’t acceptable in the workplace.
The change to the Fair Work Act comes as part of the new Closing Loopholes law that was passed earlier this year in federal Parliament.Associate Professor Says Law Could Spark Important Conversations
University of Melbourne Associate Professor Brock Bastian said that if employees were already activating the law, then they were already in troubled waters.
“If people are feeling like they’re being forced to work outside of hours, organisations aren’t going to get the best out of people,” the director of Psychological Safety Australia, told The Epoch Times.
“Hopefully [the law is] a good reminder of best practice at all levels.
“If it is left up to the employee to have to use this as a defence mechanism, we are already losing.
“The laws, in a way, provide a conversation piece for people and organisations,”Perhaps a Cure for Increased Connectivity
Luke Booker, PhD candidate at the Griffith Business School, shared a similar view that workplaces needing a legal remedy were already struggling.
“If an employee feels the need to approach their manager and refer to the recent legislation to assert their right to disconnect, then that is indicative that the culture around connectivity expectations is not in a healthy state,” he told The Epoch Times.
“Employees who are expected to remain online around-the-clock and sacrifice their family and personal interests for work experience a variety of negative outcomes.
“The most prominent I can think of are what researchers refer to as ‘work-life conflict’ and disruptions to one’s psychological detachment from work.”
Psychological detachment is an important process for employees and can help maintain mental wellbeing and sleep quality.
Booker said he believed the new legislation would ultimately have a positive impact on worker well-being, but the tricky question was: how much?
“I imagine that in extreme cases, where Fair Work are required to intervene, the legislation will provide grounds for important interventions to remedy the problem within that specific case and organisation. This will undoubtedly have a high level of positive impact for that particular individual,” he said.
“Speaking in a broader sense, the legislation should provide a spark for teams and organisations to begin important discussions about the ingrained—and usually implicit—expectations for how connected we should be, and the negative ramifications of this.
“Such discussions can target the issue at the root of the problem—our societal culture of connectivity, unfair managerial expectations, and even the pressure we put on ourselves to stay online.”Stiff Fines for Failure to Follow Law
Fair Work Ombudsman Anna Booth says workplaces should take on the new rule with a commonsense approach, referring bosses and managers to employees and unions for guidance.
“All modern awards now include a ‘right to disconnect’ term. This means that specific rules are now in awards for how the new right applies to different industries and occupations,” she said.
“Like most employment matters, any dispute should first be discussed and sought to be resolved at the workplace level.
“If that resolution does not occur, the Fair Work Commission can deal with disputes regarding the right to disconnect.”
The Commission will be able to make an order, or deal with a dispute as it considers appropriate, to resolve a dispute.
The Commission can make any orders it considers appropriate, other than requiring payment of a pecuniary amount and would have the power to enforce penalties of up to $18,780 for individuals or $93,900 for body corporates per contravention of a Commission order.
The rule does not work the other way, however, and employees can still contact their employers out of hours.
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By Louis Navellier
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




Commentary
Today after market close, Nvidia will deliver the grand finale to the second-quarter earnings announcement season. In the last week, the analyst community has revised their consensus earnings estimate up 10.3%. Typically, positive analyst earnings revisions precede future earnings surprises, and that may be one reason the stock market has rebounded impressively after the Japanese carry trade sell-off that spooked many investors.
The Democratic National Convention (DNC) dominated the news last week, ending when Kamala Harris made it crystal clear that she wants to raise taxes on corporations (28% vs. 21%) as well as raising taxes on capital gains and dividend income (up to 44.6%). Furthermore, stock buybacks would be taxed at 4% (up from 1% currently) and Medicare taxes (currently 3.8%) would rise 32% to 5.0%. She also called for higher excise taxes on electricity and energy that would likely increase utility prices and gasoline prices, so maybe she thinks Americans will swallow $5 trillion in tax increases if she delivers them with a smile.
 
Then, on Friday, Fed Chairman Jerome Powell talked about the U.S. economic outlook at the Kansas City Fed conference at Jackson Hole. He signaled that the Fed will be cutting key interest rates on September 18th. Specifically, Powell said, “The time has come for policy to adjust,” adding, “The direction of travel is clear, and the timing and pace of rate cuts will depend on incoming data, the evolving outlook and the balance of risks.” Powell also said that the slowdown in the labor market was “unmistakable,” echoing comments of other Fed officials, that unemployment concerns are now overshadowing inflation concerns. In fact, Powell said, “We do not seek or welcome further cooling in labor market conditions.”
Here are the most important market news items and what this news means:
- Nvidia’s guidance on the delivery of its Blackwell GB200 GPUs and order backlog will be more important than its actual quarterly sales and earnings. There have been endless reports that Nvidia is delaying its Blackwell GB200 by at least three months reportedly due to a Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (TSMC) glitch attaching two GB200 chips together.  Google, Meta, and Microsoft are betting billions on Nvidia’s GPUs as the AI arms race escalates.   For example, Google has ordered more than 400,000 GB200 chips, which is an order worth more than $10 billion.  Meta also has a $10 billion order, while Microsoft is expecting to have 55,000 to 65,000 GB200 GPUs ready for OpenAI by the first quarter of 2025.
- It is important to stress that Nvidia is effectively a monopoly that spent approximately $2 billion to develop the Blackwell GB200 GPU.  Furthermore, Nvidia is expecting to upgrade its flagship AI chipset every year until the end of the decade.  Several years from now, Nvidia may not be able to make its chips much faster since its transistors will be so tiny and will be approaching the “atomic” level.  Since splitting atoms is not a good idea, the next step to speed up AI calculation will be Quantum computing, which uses both 1s and 0s, in its calculations.  Anticipating this change, Nvidia already has a Quantum Cloud Simulator up and running to prepare for the future acceleration of AI calculations.
- It is also important to mention that Nvidia’s competitors are making lower grade AI chipsets.  Regenerative AI, which is effectively machine learning, remains Nvidia’s domain.  To effectively compete with Nvidia, its competitors would have to spend several billion dollars over the next several years, which would likely prove to be a futile exercise.  Momentum and market share are important in the technology world.  With Regenerative AI moving so fast, it is hard for new competitors to emerge, let alone allocate the capital and resources required to try to compete with Nvidia.
- Historically, my biggest gains have come from investing in monopolies that emerged before competition caught up.  Some of my past monopolies include Conair (hair dryers in the 1980s), Tyson Foods (McNuggets and chicken tenders in the early 1990s), Hanson Natural (in the mid-2000s that was subsequently renamed Monster Beverage) and Nvidia (back in 2016 through 2018).  I recommended Nvidia in Growth Investor newsletter again in May 2019 and am proud that I am up well over 3,000% the second time around.  However, unlike the past monopolies that I invested in where competition typically emerged in a few years, I am not anticipating any effective competitor to emerge to disrupt the Regenerative AI monopoly that Nvidia dominates.  As a result, I am planning on holding Nvidia for several more years and I hope you are enjoying the ride in this great company that is truly a “once-in-a-lifetime stock” that can transform both your portfolio and lifestyle.
- Donald Trump wants to double electricity generation in the U.S. to support AI demand for power-hungry cloud computing centers.  To do this, Trump needs cheap U.S. natural gas that is so inexpensive that it is increasingly flared, which is not ideal for the environment by the way.  Instead, Trump would rather use natural gas for electricity generation rather than merely waste it.  If Trump wins Pennsylvania and becomes the next President, then our cloud computing-related stocks, like CrowdStrike Holdings, Eaton, Emcor, Nutanix, Parsons, Quanta Services, Super Micro Computer and Vertiv Holdings are all expected to prosper.
- Now that inflation has been tamed, the Fed is turning its attention to the job market, since the unemployment rate has risen from 3.4% to 4.3% in the past 15 months. The rumblings that the Fed might cut 50 basis points persist, but the August payroll report would have to be truly horrible, and the unemployment rate would have to surge to coax the Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) to cut 50 basis points.  I am expecting a 25-basis point cut by the FOMC, but all that could change if the economic and unemployment news is dire.
- Crude oil prices have risen 7% this year.  The latest catalyst for higher crude oil prices was the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah after Israel used more than 100 fighter jets to strike targets and Hezbollah launched over 200 missiles as well as drones.  Russia’s crude oil exports also continue to sputter.  Despite these supply disruptions, crude oil demand peaks during Labor Day weekend, so do not be surprised if crude oil prices moderate in September as seasonal demand drops.
Overall, this week should be very positive since we have Nvidia’s latest earnings announcement on Wednesday. Nvidia will be the grand finale for this earnings announcement season. We will also have the July Personal Consumption Expenditure (PCE) announcement on Friday.  Since the PCE was unchanged (i.e., 0%) in May and rose only 0.1% in June and July (estimated), the PCE in the past three months is now well within the Fed’s 2% inflation target. Finally, we typically rally into Labor Day weekend, so this week should be positive.
*Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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By Katabella Roberts
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




The U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) argued in court on Aug. 26 that Kroger Co.’s planned $25 billion purchase of rival Albertsons Companies Inc. is anti-competitive and could send food prices soaring for Americans.
The FTC made the arguments during a hearing in the U.S. District Court in Portland, Oregon, as the agency seeks a preliminary injunction against the deal.
It comes nearly two years after the planned acquisition was first announced.
“Stopping this multibillion-dollar deal will keep in place the vigorous competition that acts as a check on rising grocery prices and spurs improvements in quality and innovation,” FTC Chief Trial Counsel Susan Musser told U.S. District Judge Adrienne Nelson in her opening statements.
Cincinnati, Ohio-based Kroger and Boise, Idaho-based Albertsons announced what was set to be the biggest merger of supermarket chains in U.S. history in October 2022.
According to a joint statement from the companies at the time, the approximately $24.6 billion merger agreement would establish a national footprint, expand customer reach, and “improve proximity to deliver fresh and affordable food” to millions of households.
Kroger operates thousands of stores across 36 states and is the biggest grocer in the country by revenue while Albertsons is the second-largest supermarket chain.
If the merger were to be completed, the two grocery giants would operate about 5,000 stores and approximately 4,000 retail pharmacies and would employ nearly 700,000 employees across 48 states under one corporate umbrella.
Since the announcement, the planned acquisition has become the subject of multiple lawsuits, including a private legal challenge filed in California on behalf of consumers.
In February of this year, the FTC also sued to prevent the acquisition from moving forward, alleging it is anti-competitive and would lead to higher prices for groceries and other essential household items for millions of Americans at a time when food price inflation has already soared.
The agency further argued that the loss of competition would lead to lower quality products and services, while also narrowing consumers’ choices for where to shop for groceries.
For thousands of grocery store workers, the proposed acquisition would also “erase aggressive competition for workers, threatening the ability of employees to secure higher wages, better benefits, and improved working conditions,” the agency said.Kroger, Albertsons Defend Deal Amid Competition From Rivals
A bipartisan group of nine attorneys general joined the FTC in asking the court to grant a preliminary injunction blocking the proposed acquisition.
Defending the planned acquisition, Kroger and Albertsons have said they need to combine in order to compete against larger rivals such as Amazon and Walmart.
The grocery giants have further vowed to spend $500 million to begin lowering prices as soon as the merger is complete along with $1 billion to raise wages and comprehensive benefits for workers and $1.3 billion to improve Albertsons Cos.' stores.
Additionally, Kroger has said it will sell 579 stores to C&S Wholesale Grocers, a New Hampshire-based competitor, to help address concerns about competition.
Speaking during the Aug. 27 hearing, Albertsons’ lawyer Enu Mainigi said the acquisition falling through could result in layoffs and store closures, with the attorney noting that Walmart is able to sell certain products at a price lower than the grocery store chain can buy them wholesale.
The acquisition with Kroger gives Albertsons the best chance to survive, the lawyer said.
Multiple states including Arizona, California, Illinois, Maryland, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Wyoming, and the District of Columbia are pursuing the case against Kroger and Albertsons alongside the FTC.
The trial is expected to last around three weeks.
The states of Washington and Colorado have also filed their own lawsuits to block the acquisition from moving forward. In July, a Colorado district judge temporarily halted the proposed merger in response to the lawsuit filed by state’s attorney general. Both lawsuits are scheduled to go to trial after the Oregon case.
High food prices continue to remain a key theme in the U.S. presidential race between Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican former President Donald Trump.
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, grocery prices were 1.1 percent higher in July 2024 than in July 2023—with prices for all food predicted to increase 2.3 percent in 2024.
Food prices are expected to increase more slowly than the historical average rate of growth next year, according to the department.
Reuters contributed to this report.
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The retailer may have to pay £30 million to sales assistants after failing to justify why warehouse workers were paid more.
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[image: Victory for Next Shop Workers in Landmark Equal Pay Ruling]A Next store in the UK in an undated file photo.  Ian West/PA




By Rachel Roberts
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




Thousands of former and current Next employees have won a landmark equal pay claim against the high street retailer after a six-year legal battle, potentially opening the floodgates for similar cases.
An employment tribunal involving 3,540 claimants has ruled that Next failed to demonstrate that the lower basic wage paid to sales assistants compared with warehouse operatives was not the result of sex discrimination.
The court heard that between 2012 and 2023, the period examined by the tribunal, 77.5 percent of shop workers at the fashion and homeware retailer were female, while 52.75 percent of warehouse operators were male.
Under the law, work deemed to be of equal value at the same company must be paid at the same rate unless an employer can demonstrate that the difference in wage is because of a “material factor” that is not sex discrimination.Retailer Argued ‘Market Rate’ Was Different
Next argued that it paid workers differently in the two roles because the “market rate” for a retail worker was lower than that of a warehouse operator, and that it was to ensure the “viability” of their business.
The tribunal accepted the discrepancy in pay between the roles was not because of “direct discrimination,“ including the “conscious or subconscious influence of gender” on pay rate decisions, and was instead driven by efforts to “reduce cost and enhance profit.”
Next reported annual pre-tax profits of £918 million in 2023.
The ruling said that “business need was not sufficiently great as to overcome the discriminatory effect of lower basic pay,” and that “there must usually be a more compelling business reason for such arrangements to be justifiable.”
In a statement, Next said it intends to appeal against the ruling, while some commentators and politicians raised concerns about the government effectively telling businesses what rates they had to pay employees.
This is the first equal pay claim of its type against a national retailer to secure a win, according to Leigh Day, the law firm representing more than 112,000 staff from supermarket chains Asda, Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Morrisons, and Co-op who are bringing similar cases.‘Hugely Significant’
Elizabeth George, the barrister representing the successful claimants, said the ruling was “hugely significant” and the case was “exactly the type of pay discrimination that equal pay legislation was intended to address.”
She added: “When you have female-dominated jobs being paid less than male-dominated jobs and the work is equal, employers cannot pay women less simply by pointing to the market and saying it is the going rate for the jobs. We knew that already.
“The Employment Tribunal has confirmed employers must go further to justify paying the different rates.
“They rightly found that Next could have afforded to pay a higher rate but chose not to and that the reason for that was purely financial.”
George added that the financial compensation the workers will now receive should not be regarded as a “windfall,” because it is pay they were entitled to if Next had complied with its equal pay obligations.
Helen Scarsbrook, 68, from Eastleigh near Southampton, who has worked for Next for more than 20 years and was one of three named claimants representing all the sales assistants in the claim, said customer service was “demanding” and often “undervalued.”
In a statement issued through Leigh Day, she said, “It has been a long six years battling for the equal pay we all felt we rightly deserved but today we can say we won.”
In a statement, Next said: “The tribunal rejected the majority of the claims made by the claimants, in particular all claims of direct discrimination, and all aspects of the claims made in respect of bonus pay.
“In respect of the specific terms in which the claim succeeded, it is our intention to appeal.
“This is the first equal pay group action in the private sector to reach a decision at tribunal level and raises a number of important points of legal principle.”
Next operates 466 stores in the UK and employs 22,873 sales consultants, according to the tribunal ruling.
Writing on social media platform X, the Conservative peer Lord Frost said: “UK moves one step further from being a market economy as judges set wages for major companies. Next are absolutely right to appeal. But expect much more of this once Labour’s so-called ’reforms’ of the labour market come in.”
Next’s share price was down by almost 1 percent on Tuesday afternoon, following the ruling.
PA Media contributed to this report.
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[image: Car Leasing Traps You Should Avoid]The residual value is the amount the car is worth at the end of the lease. Your monthly payment is based on this residual value. Shutterstock
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On the surface, leasing looks like an inexpensive way to have a nice car you couldn’t normally afford. Or, maybe you want to enjoy a new car every few years. Regardless of your reasons, you would be wise to enter a leasing deal with your eyes wide open.
With new vehicle prices rising, manufacturers are offering fewer leasing incentives. It doesn’t mean leasing is a bad deal; it just means you must be vigilant. There are some pitfalls to leasing a car.Paying Full Price for the Lease
The dollar amount the lease is based on is called the “capitalized cost” or “cap cost,” and you can negotiate that. If you can convince the dealer to lower the cap, you’ll have a lower payment and less money due at signing.
You can also negotiate the mileage. Don’t forget to haggle over dealer’s fees, your trade-in, and the cost of any add-ons.Not Researching Residual Value
The residual value is the amount the car is worth at the end of the lease. Your monthly payment is based on this residual value.
For example, if your car is worth $50,000 and the dealer estimates it will be worth $25,000 in three years, your monthly payments will be calculated to cover the $25,000 in value loss.
If the vehicle you’re leasing historically has a higher residual value, your payments will be lower. But your monthly payment will be higher if the dealer estimates the residual value to be lower than what usually happens with that vehicle.
Research the value and depreciation of the car you’re considering leasing. Ask about the residual value. If this value is lower than what historically the car has been at, you might want to walk away.
To avoid high payments, choose a car that holds its value.Not Knowing How Much You Drive
The average American drives 14,263 miles per year. But the average lease runs between 10,000–15,000 miles per year. That’s cutting it short. If you go over that amount, it will cost you. It will also cost you if you go under.
For example, a 36-month lease that allows you 10,000 miles per year may have a $0.20 per mile charge for every mile you go over the limit. That doesn’t sound like too much. But if you drive 13,000 miles per year, the overage will cost you $700 per year or $2,100 at the end of the lease.
If you drive under 10,000 miles, you’re not given a credit for driving conservatively. You'll end up paying for depreciation that you didn’t use.
Analyze your driving habits and determine how much mileage you'll probably need. Remember that this may be negotiable.Not Knowing the Car’s Total Cost
Compare the true lease’s cost to ensure you’re receiving a good deal over the lease’s lifespan. Don’t just look at month to month.
To ensure your deal is a good one, multiply the number of payments minus one for the total lease. Then add that amount to the money due at signing and any extra fees. That total is the actual cost of the lease.
For example, if you have a lease for $359 per month for 36 months, you would multiply the payments by 35. (The first payment is rolled in with the amount due at signing, so you don’t want to count it twice.) That total is $12,565.
You then add that total to the signing amount. If the signing amount was $3,000, the total lease price of the car would be $15,565. That’s the amount you should look at and compare with other leasing opportunities.Not Having the Right Insurance Coverage
It’s important to have Gap insurance. It covers the difference between what you owe and what the car is worth.
When leasing a car, the leasing agent owns it. If the car was totaled and you had gap insurance, the insurance company would pay your leasing agent the difference.
But if you don’t have gap insurance, you must pay the leasing agent. Otherwise, you'll be paying for a car you can no longer drive.
You might be required to have gap insurance when you lease, but ensure you go to your own agent for it. A dealer will sell it to you, but it will be at a premium.Falling for an Advertised Price With Large Down Payment 
You may see a Lexus lease for $300 per month, but what is the down payment? These low prices usually translate into a large down payment. You could lose, big, if you put a large down payment on a car and it’s totaled shortly into the lease.
Circle back and calculate the total cost of the car.Not Reading the Wear-and-Tear Definition
Read the fine print. What is considered normal wear-and-tear? Will it cost you if you lose equipment or there’s a small scratch on the bumper?
You also should check on what repairs and maintenance you’re responsible for.Beware When Leasing
Leasing a vehicle is a viable option, but ensure you do your research. Don’t compare monthly payments as much as comparing the total lease cost.
It’s imperative that you know your driving habits so you don’t exceed the designated mileage per year. If you do, it could cost you hundreds of dollars.
Your best course of action may be to take your total lease price and shop around.
The Epoch Times copyright © 2024. The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors. They are meant for general informational purposes only and should not be construed or interpreted as a recommendation or solicitation. The Epoch Times does not provide investment, tax, legal, financial planning, estate planning, or any other personal finance advice. The Epoch Times holds no liability for the accuracy or timeliness of the information provided.
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The pound has reached a two-year high against the U.S. dollar amid expectations of a more cautious monetary policy by the Bank of England compared to the Federal Reserve.
Tuesday saw sterling peak at $1.3246 in the highest climb since March 2022. The two-and-a-half-year high stabilised around this value at the beginning of trading on Wednesday.
The dollar has been under pressure, following comments by the Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell at the Kansas City Fed’s annual economic conference in Jackson Hole on August 23.
Powell signalled that he will cut interest rates at the central bank’s next meeting in September.
“The time has come for policy to adjust. The direction of travel is clear, and the timing and pace of rate cuts will depend on incoming data, the evolving outlook, and the balance of risks,” said Powell.
Meanwhile, the Bank of England (BoE) has maintained a more cautious outlook when it comes to lowering the cost of borrowing.
Also speaking at Jackson Hole was the BoE Governor Andrew Bailey, who said it is “too early to declare victory” against inflation.
The BoE has been maintaining a tight monetary policy in response to surging inflation and the post-pandemic economic crisis. After inflation rocketed to 11.1 percent in October 2022, the bank has been increasing interest rates almost on a monthly basis, reaching 5.25 percent in August 2023.
The first cut since March 2020 came a year later when the BoE slashed the interest rate from 5.25 to 5 percent on August 1.
“Recent experience leads me to be cautiously optimistic that inflation expectations are better anchored as a result of the regimes we have in place. The second round inflation effects appear to be smaller than we expected. But it is too early to declare victory,” Bailey said in Jackson Hole.Interest Rate and Inflation
Powell’s comments come as the Federal Reserve’s preferred inflation gauge—the personal consumption expenditure price index—slowed to 2.5 percent. At the same time, the unemployment rate rose to 4.3 percent in July, the highest level since October 2021.
Economists expect the Federal Reserve to kick off the interest rate loosening cycle with a larger 25 basis point (bp) cut in September.
“With the activity data still supportive of our view that the economy is heading for a soft landing, we doubt the Fed will feel pressured to kick off the loosening cycle with a larger 50bp move. We expect a 25bp cut at every meeting until the fed funds target range bottoms out at 3.25 percent to 3.5 percent in mid-2025. That should support a pick-up in GDP growth from next year,” said economist Thomas Ryan at Capital Economics.
Meanwhile, Bailey’s speech follows the easing in UK inflation and a drop to the BoE’s 2 percent target in June and a slight climb to 2.2 percent in July.
Although the BoE is seeing a lower level of inflation persistence than it expected a year ago, Bailey has warned that “the job is not completed.”
“We are not yet back to target on a sustained basis. Policy setting will need to remain restrictive for sufficiently long until the risks to inflation remaining sustainably around the 2 percent target in the medium term have dissipated further. The course will therefore be a steady one,” he said.
The strengthening of the pound comes after Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer’s commentary on the financial budget’s outlook. In his speech on Friday, Starmer said that the October budget is going to be “painful,” signalling a tight monetary policy stance.
“We have no other choice given the situation that we’re in. So those with the broadest shoulders should bear the heavier burden,” Starmer said.
He also confirmed government plans to “crackdown” on those who claim special tax treatment known as non-domiciled, or non-dom, status.
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It’s never too late to start investing in your future. However, you are at a pivotal point in your life during your 30s. There’s probably a lot going on in your life, including your career, relationships, and perhaps even your family.
As crucial as these commitments are, it’s also vital to prioritize your financial future. This could explain why 73 percent of working adults started taking serious consideration of retirement in their 30s, according to the Retirement Readiness survey by Thrivent.
At the same time, saving for retirement in your 30s can be challenging. Besides paying back student loans, you have a mortgage and a family to support. Despite this, you should prioritize it, especially as your salary rises.
The good news is that you can significantly increase your retirement savings by taking a systematic approach and making consistent efforts. If you still do not think that is feasible, let’s talk about how you can save for retirement in your 30s.The Power of Compound Interest
Before we proceed, let’s examine compound interest, one of the most powerful retirement-saving tools. Basically, it’s the interest earned on your initial investment plus the interest earned on that interest. The earlier you begin saving, the longer your money has to grow exponentially.
To illustrate this, let’s look at a hypothetical situation. Let’s say there are two individuals, Alice and Bob. At age 25, Alice starts saving $5,000 a year and continues to do so until she retires at 65. Similarly, Bob begins saving the same amount at age 30 and retires at age 65.
Considering a 7 percent annual return, Alice will have over a million dollars when it’s time to retire. However, compound interest will still allow Bob to accumulate a substantial sum, somewhere over $700,000.
While it’s best to start early, compounding can still work wonders even if you don’t start saving at 30.Overcoming the Late Start
Again, starting earlier is advantageous. But, several strategies are used to compensate for a later start.	Getting Over the ‘I’m Behind’ Mentality


It is natural to feel overwhelmed when you realize you haven’t started saving as early as you would like. Nevertheless, dwelling on the past won’t affect your financial future. Instead, think about what you can do right now.
Remember, progress is made with every step you take. Celebrating small victories and avoiding comparing yourself to others are also important. After all, each individual’s financial situation is unique.	Invest in Your Financial Future by Setting a Budget


Budgeting can help you save for retirement, manage your day-to-day expenses effortlessly, and build a strong retirement nest egg. When you track your spending, you’ll gain valuable insight into where your money goes and discover ways to cut expenses.
Keep in mind that budgeting does not mean you have to give up everything you enjoy. Instead, plan your spending based on things you and your family value, such as dining out, shopping, and extracurricular activities. If you include these expenses in your plan, you will likely stick to it.
In addition, a budget can help you avoid lifestyle creep—aka, spending that increases with income.	Develop a Comprehensive Retirement Plan


A retirement plan tailored to your requirements can help you maximize your savings. Specifically, this involves:
	Setting retirement goals. How do you envision your lifestyle? What is the amount of income you will need?
	Calculating your savings needs. For an estimate of how much you need to save for retirement, use an online retirement calculator.
	Diversifying your investments. We will discuss this in more detail shortly. To put it simply, spread your investments across different asset classes to manage risk.
	Regularly reviewing and adjusting. To make necessary adjustments to your financial plan, revisit it periodically.

	Maximize Your Savings Potential


You can develop a tailored savings plan once you have a clear retirement picture. This should include the following:
	Contribute the maximum amount to your employer-sponsored retirement accounts. Take advantage of your employer’s 401(k) plan and contribute as much as possible, especially if your employer matches your contribution. In essence, this is free money. For 2024, employee contributions to the 401(k) plan are limited to $23,000, and employer contributions are limited to $69,000.
	Consider a Roth IRA. Traditional IRAs provide immediate tax benefits, but Roth IRAs may be better for long-term growth. The money you contribute is after-tax, but you can withdraw it tax-free in retirement.
	Automate your savings. Ensure that your retirement accounts are automatically transferred from your checking account. In this way, you avoid spending the money and are sure to contribute consistently.
	Take advantage of a Health Savings Account (HSA). To save for medical expenses, contribute to an HSA if you are eligible. Funds grow tax-free, and contributions are deductible.
	Increase contributions gradually. As your income grows, gradually increase your contributions. As a result, saving becomes easier.
	Avoid withdrawing from your retirement accounts early. Don’t withdraw money from your retirement accounts before you reach retirement age. In addition to avoiding penalties and taxes, you will have more time to grow your money.

	Invest in a Diverse Portfolio of Stocks


Saving money is important, but smart investing can be even more important. Using an aggressive investment strategy during your 30s can significantly boost long-term wealth.
As such, consider allocating a substantial portion of your portfolio to stocks, especially growth stocks, which may provide high returns. You might also consider investing in real estate, high-yield bonds, and mutual funds that focus on emerging markets. Diversifying investment types allows risk to be balanced while growth can be maximized.
Ultimately, you should allocate 80–90 percent of your retirement assets to a diversified mix of stocks to maximize your earnings potential. Although market fluctuations are normal, young investors have the advantage of time to ride out downturns and reap long-term rewards.	Don’t Rely Too Heavily on Company Stock


To maintain a balanced investment portfolio, you must ensure it is well diversified. As such, don’t concentrate too much wealth on your employer’s stock. Experts recommend keeping your company stock investments under 10 percent. If you lose your job or the company declines, this will protect your retirement savings.	Be Prepared for Life’s Unexpected Turns


To weather financial storms, you need an emergency fund. Ideally, you should save at least three months’ worth of living expenses. As part of the SECURE Act 2.0 (SECURE refers to Setting Every Community Up for Retirement Enhancement), employers can attach emergency savings accounts (separate from retirement savings) with employee contributions up to $2,500 starting in 2024. Auto-enrollment is possible for employers, and employees can be enrolled up to 3 percent of their salaries.
As an added precaution, consider disability and life insurance to protect your family during unforeseen events. Even though unexpected expenses can disrupt your savings plan, remember that every dollar you save leads to a brighter financial future.	When Changing Jobs, Protect Your Retirement Savings


Job changes shouldn’t derail retirement plans. When switching jobs, don’t cash out your retirement account. Consider rolling your funds over to a new employer-sponsored plan or an IRA for a better chance at saving.	Make Sure You Don’t Waste Financial Windfalls


Savings can be boosted significantly by unexpected income, such as tax refunds, bonuses, or an inheritance. Rather than splurging, consider contributing to your retirement fund or emergency fund. If you follow this strategic approach, you can achieve your financial goals more quickly.	Don’t Underestimate the Power of Side Hustles


There’s no denying that extra income can significantly speed up retirement savings. You may want to consider side hustles, freelancing, or renting out unused assets like a spare room on Airbnb. As you earn more money, you can put it toward your retirement goals.	If You Need Professional Advice, Don’t Hesitate to Do So


If you’re unsure about your retirement plan, you may benefit from consulting a financial advisor. A professional can assess your finances, develop a personalized plan, and make informed decisions about investments, assisting you in making the best financial decisions.Final Words of Advice: Set Realistic Goals
The key to a successful retirement is to set attainable goals. First, using online retirement calculators, you can estimate how much you’ll need to save for retirement. Also, generally speaking, you should aim to save 15 percent of your income.
It is important to remember that every dollar saved now will translate into a more comfortable retirement. So, ensure you are investing in your long-term financial security despite the pressures of your 30s.
Remember, now is the time to start, and the rewards will last a lifetime.FAQs
Question: Why is Saving for Retirement So Important in My 30s?
Answer: When you’re in your 30s, you’re a prime candidate for retirement savings. Over time, even small savings can grow a lot, thanks to compound interest. As a bonus, starting early gives you more time to recover from a downturn.

Question: How Much Should I Be Saving for Retirement in My 30s?
Answer: Generally, you should save 10-15 percent of your income for retirement. However, this figure may vary depending on factors such as your desired retirement lifestyle, current expenses, and income.

Question: What if I Have Student Loan Debt or Other Debts?
Answer: Retirement savings should not be neglected entirely despite the importance of paying off high-interest debt. You should contribute modestly to your retirement account while aggressively repaying your student loans.

Question: What Investment Strategies Are Suitable for My Age?
Answer: In general, 30-somethings have a higher tolerance for risk. If you want your investments to be stable and grow, consider a mix of stocks, bonds, and other assets.

Question: How Can I Stay Motivated to Save for Retirement?
Answer: You can visualize your future retirement goals, track your progress, and celebrate your milestones along the way. Consider using retirement calculators to know how much you can save for retirement.
By John Rampton
The Epoch Times copyright © 2024. The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors. They are meant for general informational purposes only and should not be construed or interpreted as a recommendation or solicitation. The Epoch Times does not provide investment, tax, legal, financial planning, estate planning, or any other personal finance advice. The Epoch Times holds no liability for the accuracy or timeliness of the information provided.
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Former Netflix Executive Joins Warner Bros. Discovery as Global CMO of Direct-to-Consumer
Shauna Spenley will succeed Patrizio (Pato) Spagnoletto on Sep. 3. and oversee the company’s global streaming platforms including Max and Discovery+.
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Warner Bros. Discovery (WBD) has tapped a new head of marketing, in an effort to propel its subscription growth across its streaming platforms.
On Aug. 27, the company announced Shauna Spenley will be joining as global chief marketing officer of direct-to-consumer, taking over for Patrizio (Pato) Spagnoletto on Sep. 3.
Spenley, a former longtime Netflix marketing executive, will oversee the global streaming marketing organization, specifically for Max and Discovery+.
“It is a privilege to be joining this phenomenal team. I have been a subscriber and fan of Max since its launch. The incredible array of content is unmatched in the industry, including the most prestigious brand in television...HBO,” Spenley said in a statement.
Her role includes a wide array of responsibilities in branding and content marketing, subscriber retention and engagement, marketing science, research, and media.
Spenley will report to JB Perrette, the CEO and president of global streaming and games at Warner Bros., and expressed her excitement for the role.
“I cannot wait to jump in and get to work with JB, Casey and the marketing group. I believe we are incredibly positioned to ride the recent momentum of Max and grow it to be a top global streamer,” she said.
Most recently, Spenley served as president of entertainment at Riot Games after joining the company in 2021. She was in charge of the studio’s expansion into film, television, and music as well as overseeing its IP strategy and consumer products.
Prior to her position at Riot, she was vice president of marketing and publicity at Netflix for 15 years and held a number of senior leadership roles.
In response, Perrette highlighted Spenley’s expertise and achievements, saying she will make a great asset to the WBD team.
“We are so fortunate to be able to bring in a talent of Shauna’s caliber and it says a lot about our achievements, our assets and team, and opportunity ahead of us that she can’t wait to join our One WBD Team,” Perrette said.
“I have the utmost confidence in Shauna and this entire team to deliver outstanding results as we move forward together.”
Spagnoletto will remain with the company through the fall to assist in its transition after playing a major role in spearheading Max’s original market strategy.
“I cannot say enough about Pato’s innumerable contributions both at Warner Bros. Discovery and Discovery before that. I feel that I can speak for everyone in saying that we will miss his strategic and operational expertise, innovative spirit and inspiring leadership,” Perrette said on Spagnoletto’s tenure.
Spagnoletto brought the streaming platforms to market in the U.S., Latin American, and European markets, with more launches planned in additional territories, including Asia.
“I could not have asked for a better partner in getting Discovery+ and then Max off the ground, helping us navigate this crucial, initial launch and growth phase across the world,” Perrette said.
Spenley is set to work closely with other WBD divisions, but with U.S. networks and international teams in particular to leverage the company’s assets.
The Epoch Times reached out to Warner Bros. Discovery for comment but didn’t receive a reply by publication time.
Max and Discovery+ combine streaming a number of popular channels and Discovery TV brands such as HGTV, the Food Network, TLC, Magnolia Network, and others.
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NEW YORK—Leonard Riggio, a brash, self-styled underdog who transformed the publishing industry by building Barnes & Noble into the country’s most powerful bookseller before his company was overtaken by the rise of Amazon.com, has died at age 83.
Riggio died Tuesday “following a valiant battle with Alzheimer’s disease,” according to a statement issued by his family. He had stepped down as chairman in 2019 after the chain was sold to the hedge fund Elliott Advisors.
“His leadership spanned decades, during which he not only grew the company but also nurtured a culture of innovation and a love for reading,” reads a statement from Barnes & Noble.
Riggio’s near-half-century reign began in 1971 when he used a $1.2 million loan to purchase Barnes & Noble’s name and the flagship store on lower Fifth Avenue in Manhattan. He acquired hundreds of new stores over the next 20 years and, in the 1990s, launched what became a nationwide empire of “superstores” that combined a chain’s discount prices and massive capacity with the cozy appeal of couches, reading chairs and cafes.
“Our bookstores were designed to be welcoming as opposed to intimidating,” Riggio told The New York Times in 2016. “These weren’t elitist places. You could go in, get a cup of coffee, sit down and read a book for as long as you like, use the restroom. These were innovations that we had that no one thought was possible.”
He grew up working class in New York City, liked to say he preferred socializing with childhood pals over fellow business leaders and was informal enough among associates to be known as “Lenny.” But in his time no one in the book world was more feared. With the power to make any given book a bestseller, or a flop, to alter the market on an idle whim, Riggio could terrify publishers simply by suggesting prices were too high or that he might sign up such top sellers as Stephen King and John Grisham and publish them himself. He even tried to buy the country’s biggest book wholesaler, Ingram, in 1999, but backed off after facing government resistance.
By the end of the 1990s, an estimated one of every eight books sold in the United States were purchased through the chain, where front table displays were so valuable that publishers paid thousands of dollars to have their books included. Thousands of independent sellers went out of business even as Riggio insisted that he was expanding the market by opening up in neighborhoods without an existing store. Instead, independent owners spoke of being overwhelmed by competition from both Barnes & Noble and Borders Book Group, the rival chains sometimes setting up stores in close proximity to each other and to the locally owned business.
Barnes & Noble became so identified as an overdog that one of the 1990s’ most popular romantic comedies, “You’ve Got Mail,” starred Tom Hanks as an executive for the “Fox Books” chain and Meg Ryan as the owner of an endangered independent store in Manhattan.
“We are going to seduce them with our square footage, and our discounts, and our deep arm chairs, and our cappuccino,” Hanks’ character confidently declares. “They’re going to hate us at the beginning, but we’ll get ’em in the end.”Acrimony From Independent Booksellers
For a time, it seemed industry conversation was an ongoing response to Barnes & Noble. Publishers were known to change the cover or title of a book simply because a Barnes & Noble official had objected. “Angela’s Ashes” author Frank McCourt found himself condemned by the American Booksellers Association (ABA), the trade organization for independents, after agreeing to appear in a Barnes & Noble commercial. On the floor of the industry’s annual national trade show, long hosted by the ABA, independent store employees would hiss at attendees wearing Barnes & Noble badges.
When novelist Russell Banks, addressing Barnes & Noble’s annual shareholder meeting in 1995, declared that he was both a stock holder and a happy B&N customer, some independent sellers stopped offering his books.
“You must know that I’ll never read, buy or sell another word you write,” Richard Howorth, owner of Square Books in Oxford, Mississippi, wrote to him. “These are the kindest things I can think of to say to you.”
Tensions led to legal action when the ABA—on the eve of the 1994 convention—announced it was suing Barnes & Noble and five leading publishers for unfair trade practices. Some of the publishers were so angered they boycotted the gathering the following year and only returned after the ABA sold the show to Reed Exhibitions. In 1998, the ABA sued Barnes & Noble and Borders for unfair business practices (both cases were settled out of court).The Internet Shifts Bookselling
Riggio began the 2000s at the height of power, with more than 700 superstores and hundreds of others outlets. But internet commerce was growing quickly and Barnes & Noble, with its roots in physical retail, lacked the imagination and flexibility of the startup from Seattle that called itself “Earth’s Biggest Bookstore,” Amazon.com. The online giant launched in 1995 by Jeff Bezos gained business throughout the 2000s and by the early 2010s had displaced Barnes & Noble through such innovations as the Kindle e-book reader and the Amazon Prime subscription service.
Bezos would liken himself to David taking down Goliath, although the contrast between the leaders also had the feel of an Aesop’s fable: The muscular, mustachioed Riggio, a boxer’s son, upended by the quick and clever Bezos.
“We’re great booksellers; we know how to do that,’’ Riggio acknowledged to the Times in 2016. “We weren’t constituted to be a technology company.”
Barnes & Noble started its own online site in the late 1990s, but such initiatives as the Nook e-book reader and a self-publishing platform failed to stop Amazon. Not even the collapse of Borders after the 2008–2009 economic crisis mattered for Barnes & Noble, which after decades of expansion closed more than 100 stores between 2009 and 2019.An Unlikely Ally of Independent Booksellers
By the time of Riggio’s retirement, independent sellers regarded the chain not as a threat, but as an ally in the fight against Amazon to keep physical stores alive. At the 2018 booksellers convention, Riggio and ABA CEO Oren Teicher, once enemies in business and in court, praised each other during a joint appearance.
“My standing here, doing what I’m about to do [introduce Riggio] would have been impossible to imagine several years ago,” Teicher said at the time. “The simple fact is that our business is stronger and American readers benefit when there is a vibrant and healthy network of brick-and-mortar bookshops all across the country.”
During the 2010s, Barnes & Noble seemed unleadable and unwanted. The board announced in 2010 that the company was for sale, but no one offered to buy it. Four CEOs left in five years and Barnes & Noble’s stock dropped 60 percent between 2015 and 2018. New rumors of a sale lasted for months before Elliott Advisors, which had previously purchased the British chain Waterstones, bought Barnes & Noble for $638 million and hired Waterstones chief executive James Daunt to lead B&N.
“I don’t miss being a business person, I had enough of that. But I do miss the bookselling part, helping to find books to recommend to customers,” Riggio told Publishers Weekly in 2021.Riggio’s Roots and Early Bookselling Ventures
Bookselling and family often overlapped for Riggio. His brother Steve Riggio served for years as vice chairman of Barnes & Noble and another brother, Vincent “Jimi” Riggio, helped run a trucking company that shipped the store’s books. After being interviewed in 1974 by the trade publication College Store Executive, Leonard Riggio met for coffee with the editor, Louise Gebbia, who seven years later became his second wife (Riggio had three children, two with his first wife, one with his second).
Leonard S. Riggio was the eldest son of a prize fighter (who twice defeated Rocky Graziano) turned cab driver and a dress maker. Even in childhood, he advanced quickly, skipping two grades and attending one of the city’s top high schools, Brooklyn Tech. He studied metallurgical engineering at New York University’s night school before focusing on commerce, and by day absorbed the bookselling world and the rising cultural rebellion of the 1960s.
Working as a floor manager at the campus book store, he learned enough to drop out of school and start a rival shop in 1965—SBX (Student Book Exchange), where he allowed student activists to use the copying machine to print copies of anti-war leaflets. SBX was so successful he bought several other campus stores and was in position by 1971 to buy Barnes & Noble and its single Manhattan store. A few years later, he became the rare bookseller to run television commercials, with the catchphrase “Barnes & Noble! Of Course! Of Course!”
Riggio and the independent community may have seemed to hold opposing values, but they shared a love of reading and the arts and a liberal political outlook. He was a generous philanthropist and a prominent supporter of Democratic politicians. He was even friendly with the consumer activist and presidential candidate Ralph Nader, who featured Riggio, Ted Turner, and Yoko Ono among others in his 2009 novel “Only the Super-Rich Can Save Us!”.
“Ever since he was a boy from Brooklyn, he’d had a visceral reaction to the way workings stiffs and the poor were treated on a day-to-day basis,” Nader wrote of Riggio, who did at times stand apart from his management peers. When some 200 business leaders were questioned by Fortune magazine in the 1990s about their political ideas, only Riggio supported the raising of worker pay.
“Money can become a burden, like something you carry on your shoulders,” he told New York magazine in 1999. “My nature is to be a ball-buster, but my role is to help people.”





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/leonard-riggio-who-forged-a-bookselling-empire-at-barnes-noble-dead-at-83-post-5713883



 | Section menu | Main menu | 

| Next section | Main menu | Previous section |




Science

The Epoch Times is an independent voice in print and on the web. We report news responsibly and truthfully so that readers can improve their own lives and increase their understanding and respect for their neighbors next door and around the globe.




	
Typhoon Shanshan Makes Landfall in Japan [Wed, 28 Aug 18:23]Radar image of Typhoon Shanshan as it reaches Japan at 4:45 p.m. EDT, on Aug. 28, 2024. (Screenshot/Zoom Earth)



	
NASA’s Perseverance Rover on Mars Begins Steep Climb to Rim of Crater [Wed, 28 Aug 08:45]A selfie of their Perseverance Mars rover, on July 23, 2024. (NASA via AP)



	
Hidden Fat: The Impact of Intramuscular Fat on Health and Longevity [Wed, 28 Aug 06:00](PeopleImages.com - Yuri A/Shutterstock)







| Next section | Main menu | Previous section |





| Next | Section menu | Main menu | 


World News

Typhoon Shanshan Makes Landfall in Japan
The storm was last measured as a Category 2 Hurricane, with maximum sustained wind speeds of 100 mph.
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Typhoon Shanshan made landfall in southern Japan on Thursday, local time, causing at least three deaths and raising concerns of flooding, landslides, and severe damage.
Nearly 1 million people were evacuated and 4 million were urged to leave before the storm made landfall on the island of Kyushu, just south of Nagasaki. The typhoon brought nearly 2 feet of rainfall—more than the August average—in parts of Miyazaki prefecture, the country’s weather service said.
“This is a dangerous system,” the Joint Typhoon Warning Center stated. ”Possible risks include damaging winds, heavy rainfall, storm surge, rough seas, mudslides, and flash flooding.”
Boasting maximum sustained wind speeds of 100 mph, its strength was equal to that of a Category 2 Hurricane on the Saffir-Simpson scale. This is a slight decrease from 112 mph recorded earlier, which would have made it equal to a Category 3 hurricane.
However, wind gusts of up to 114 mph were being recorded.
The storm rampaged through downtown Miyazaki, knocking down trees, tossing cars, and shattering windows in some buildings, according to the prefectural disaster management task force.
State broadcaster NHK showed a swollen river in Yufu, a popular hot spring town, just north of Miyazaki, where around a dozen people were reportedly thrown to the ground by the storm.
The typhoon was forecast to stretch across the southern half of the nation, covering major cities such as Osaka, Nagoya, and Kyoto, bringing rains and winds as far north as Tokyo.
The Japanese Meteorological Agency said in advisory No. 106 that the storm is expected to move north through northern Kyushu on Thursday, then change course to the east and move eastward through western Japan by Saturday.
“Special warnings have been issued for the Satsuma, Osumi, Tanegashima, and Yakushima regions,” the Japanese Meteorological Agency announced on social media platform X. ”Please be on high alert for high winds, high waves, and high tides.”
Over the next few days, Shanshan’s eye is expected to cut north across Kyushu near Kumamoto, still south of Nagasaki, and skirt the southeastern coastline of Shikoku and Honshu islands, moving past Osaka toward Nagoya.
In anticipation of its arrival, authorities previously ordered the evacuations of more than 800,000 people in Kagoshima prefecture on Kyushu and the coastal prefectures of Aichi and Shizuoka, near Fuji.
The Japanese Meteorological Agency expected the storm to bring record heavy rainfall for Miyazaki Prefecture, located on the southeast corner of the island, and the risk of life-threatening landslides and floods was increasing. Storm surge warnings have also been issued.
Nearly 24 inches of rainfall is expected to drop on Kyushu in the next 24 hours. Radar imagery showed the southern half of Kyushu under rain pouring at a rate of more than half an inch per hour.
“Maximum caution is required given that forecasts are for strong winds, high waves, and high tides that have not been seen thus far,” Satoshi Sugimoto, the agency’s chief forecaster, previously said at a news conference.
Typhoon Shanshan arrives in Japan one week after Typhoon Ampil, which also reached the size of a Category 2 hurricane and caused some transportation disruptions, evacuations, and blackouts. However, Ampil never officially made landfall.
The Associated Press and Reuters contributed to this report.
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By The Associated Press
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




NEW YORK—NASA’s Perseverance rover is tackling a steep new challenge on Mars.
The six-wheeled rover has spent the last 3 1/2 years roaming around the bottom of a crater. On Tuesday, it began climbing to the top.
The rover will go up 1,000 feet (305 meters) to the rim of Jezero Crater to dig up rock samples. Since landing on the red planet in 2021, Perseverance has collected 22 rock core samples from the floor of the crater, which was once filled with water.
The rover’s samples may help scientists piece together what the planet’s climate looked like billions of years ago—and learn whether any ancient Martian life lurked. NASA is exploring ways to bring the rock samples to Earth.
The bedrock at the rim of the crater might yield clues as to how rocky planets like Mars and Earth came to be, said Steven Lee with NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California.
But the road ahead won’t be easy. Perseverance will scale rocky terrain and slopes of up to 23 degrees on the months-long journey.
“Perseverance has certainly been a real trooper,” said Lee. The rover has logged around 18 miles (29 kilometers) during its exploration.
The rock at the top of the crater may have come from past hydrothermal vents—sites where heated water and dissolved minerals spewed out after cycling underneath the planet’s surface. On Earth, similar sites—like at Yellowstone National Park—are considered a cradle for life.
By Adithi Ramakrishnan 
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Bone, Joint & Muscle HealthHidden Fat: The Impact of Intramuscular Fat on Health and Longevity
Research shows that intramuscular fat, also known as myosteatosis, diminishes performance and raises the risk of illness and death.
CopyFacebook
X
Truth
Gettr
LinkedIn
Telegram
Email




Save



PeopleImages.com - Yuri A/Shutterstock
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|
August 28, 2024Updated:August 28, 2024

This is part 7  in “Muscle: The Organ that Powers Vitality”

In this series, discover how skeletal muscle, the body’s largest organ, impacts health and longevity. From regulating hormones and blood sugar to boosting brain health, muscles are far more than just a source of strength.




When we think of top killers, our minds typically jump to smoking, cancer, and obesity. However, there’s a hidden danger within our bodies that many people, including doctors, overlook.
Intramuscular fat, or fat stored within muscles, poses a significant health risk. Studies on body composition reveal that individuals with fatty muscles face a dramatically increased risk of death. This silent threat affects even those who aren’t obese, potentially shortening lives unnoticed.Muscles: Quantity Versus Quality
Muscle discussions typically focus on size and strength, but recent research emphasizes quality over quantity. Odessa Addison, an associate professor at the University of Maryland with a doctorate in rehabilitation science, underscores this shift.
“It’s not just the amount of muscle, but the quality and composition that really influence how adults function,” she said.
Intramuscular fat, or myosteatosis, significantly affects muscle quality. Unlike subcutaneous fat (stored under the skin) or visceral fat (around organs), intramuscular fat infiltrates muscle fibers, thus degrading their performance and functionality. It can accumulate between muscle fibers or within muscle cells.
Dr. Sean O'Mara, a renowned expert on reversing chronic illness, describes myosteatosis as “fat replacing your muscle” or “human marbling.” In a conversation with The Epoch Times, he explained that this process is insidious and diminishes muscle mass and performance, resulting in numerous health issues.
“We’ve learned that even if you have the same amount of muscle, more fat within those muscles means they just don’t work as well,” Addison said.The Dangers of Intramuscular Fat
Muscles with higher fat content are less efficient, leading to decreased strength and mobility, particularly as we age. However, myosteatosis poses serious health risks beyond impaired muscle functionality.
A 2023 study in the journal Radiology revealed that fat accumulation in skeletal muscles can increase the risk of death as much as Type 2 diabetes and smoking. The research, which tracked nearly 9,000 healthy adults over nine years, found that higher intramuscular fat significantly raises health risks.
Of the 507 participants who died, 55 percent had myosteatosis, which led to a 16 percent chance of dying within 10 years—higher than obesity, fatty liver disease, and muscle wasting.
“If you have this fat in your muscle, then you have double the risk of mortality of an obese person,” said O'Mara, highlighting the lethal potential of myosteatosis.
Intramuscular fat, like visceral fat, releases harmful inflammatory molecules.
“This fat in muscle behaves very similarly to how visceral fat in your abdomen acts, so it’s highly inflammatory,” Addison said.
A 2022 study in Physiology Reports highlights that higher levels of intramuscular fat elevate inflammatory cytokines, contributing to metabolic disorders.
Fitness and nutrition expert JJ Virgin told The Epoch Times that intramuscular fat “releases pro-inflammatory cytokines, creating whole body inflammation.”
Virgin added: “Muscle is where we dispose of our glucose. With fatty muscle, you develop metabolic dysfunction, insulin resistance, and impaired glucose disposal.”
Addison said: “There are metabolic consequences. You’re more likely to have diabetes, insulin resistance, and poor surgical recovery if you have high levels of this fat in your muscle.”
Adding to the evidence, a study in the Journal of the American Heart Association examined muscle density and heart disease in more than 1,800 people. For men, denser muscles (better quality) were linked to a 74 percent lower risk of heart disease, while larger muscles (which contain more fat) were linked to a sixfold higher risk.
O'Mara explained that people with larger muscles, such as bodybuilders who consume high amounts of carbohydrates, tend to have more intramuscular fat, which contributes to higher heart disease risk. Those with denser muscles, who consume fewer carbs, naturally have less intramuscular fat, lowering their heart disease risk.
“You basically want muscle without fat,” O'Mara said.
Research also links poor muscle health to worse cancer outcomes. A 2020 study found that cancer patients with myosteatosis, have a 75 percent higher risk of dying than those without fatty muscles. Furthermore, fatty muscles predict worse survival in patients with gynecological, hepatocellular, renal, pancreatic, gastroesophageal, and colorectal carcinoma, and lymphomas.
One immediate danger is the impact of myosteatosis on mobility. “We definitely know that if you have more of this fat, you’re more likely to decline in your ability to move and be independent over time,” Addison said.
This decline can lead to frailty, increased risk of falls, and loss of independence, especially in older adults.
However, not all intramuscular fat is bad. “Endurance athletes tend to have more marbling in their muscles,” as it serves as an energy source, Virgin noted.How Fatty Muscles Develop
Intramuscular fat often accompanies other harmful fat deposits like visceral fat and deep subcutaneous fat.
“When you have a lot of visceral fat, you likely have a lot of muscle fat as well,” O'Mara said.
Several factors contribute to myosteatosis. Diet is crucial, with high carbohydrate intake, especially processed foods, being a primary contributor.
“Carbohydrates, especially processed foods, all contribute to intramuscular fat. In the absence of carbohydrates, fat and protein have minimal contributions to any type of fat,” O'Mara said.
Alcohol consumption exacerbates the condition by making it harder to eliminate visceral fat and promoting more fat deposition. Poor sleep, common in patients with sleep disorders such as obstructive sleep apnea, also contributes. Stress is equally detrimental.
“People with elevated stress levels, such as political figures under constant pressure, often show elevated amounts of fat,” O'Mara said.
“The biggest factors are inactivity and increase in body weight,” Virgin said.
She pointed to a study showing inactive twins had a 54 percent higher level of fatty muscle than their active counterparts.
Addison explained that age and genetics also play a role, although more research is needed to fully uncover their impact.Spotting Myosteatosis: Tools and Techniques
Addison noted that there is currently no standard of care for measuring intramuscular fat.
“I think it’s something that the medical model has not totally caught up to yet,” she said, pointing out gaps in current practice.
Despite advancements in imaging technologies such as MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) and CT (computed tomography) scans, intramuscular fat is not routinely measured outside research settings.
However, some physicians, like O’Mara, do measure various types of fat in the body. According to O’Mara, MRI is the gold standard for detecting myosteatosis due to its superior imaging capabilities, which provide detailed images distinguishing healthy muscle tissue from fat infiltration.
“Muscle is dark, and fat is white on an MRI. When you see white infiltrating dark muscle, that’s fat replacing muscle, which significantly impacts muscle performance,” said O'Mara said.
Although MRIs are typically more expensive, broader usage could drive down costs and improve health outcomes by enhancing diagnostic accuracy and early detection, he stated.
According to O'Mara, the visual feedback from an MRI is helpful for patient education and engagement. He emphasizes showing patients images of their own muscles compared with healthy and unhealthy tissue.
“When it comes to muscle fat, if you told someone ‘6% of your muscles are fat,’ it’s not useful information,” he explained.
“But if you show them their muscles and the fat, along with photos of what is good and bad, it’s a much more powerful, impactful experience than numeric scores.”
This visual approach motivates patients to make necessary lifestyle changes more effectively than numeric data alone.
CT scans offer a more affordable alternative to MRI while still providing valuable information on muscle fat content. Although less detailed than MRI, CT scans are widely used due to their accessibility. However, O'Mara pointed out the associated radiation risk from CT scans.
Virgin agreed that “MRI is the best way to get higher sensitivity for finding fat in the muscle.” She added that DEXA scans are the “next best option for ease of use and cost” and closely correlate with MRI. DEXA scans (dual-energy X-ray absorptiometry) use low-dose X-rays to measure bone density and body composition, including fat and muscle mass.
Dr. Sandeep Palakodeti, chief medical officer of Rebel Health Alliance, acknowledged that DEXA scans provide insights into overall body fat, including subcutaneous and visceral fat, but cautioned in an interview with The Epoch Times, “I don’t think they can adequately distinguish intramuscular fat from other types of fat as effectively as MRI or CT scans.”
Ultrasound is emerging as a practical and non-invasive method for measuring muscle fat.
Addison highlighted the research of Dr. Michael Harris-Love from the University of Colorado, noting: “Ultrasound is much more clinically accessible. We are working on methods to capture muscle fat content using ultrasound, allowing patients a quick, noninvasive assessment during routine visits.”Prevention and Management Tips
Preventing and managing intramuscular fat involves lifestyle changes and targeted strategies to improve overall muscle health.
“My message is always prevention is better than treatment. But when it comes to treatment right now, our best bets are diet and exercise combined,” Addison said.
O'Mara also emphasized the importance of diet, exercise, and sleep.
“Carbohydrates, especially processed foods, all contribute to visceral fat,” he said, highlighting the need to minimize these in favor of healthier options like protein and healthy fats. He also advises limiting alcohol and ensuring adequate sleep to reduce fat accumulation.
Exercise plays a critical role in managing intramuscular fat. A 2021 study found that moderate-intensity aerobic exercise (such as walking or cycling) and combined training (mixing aerobic and resistance exercises) effectively reduced harmful fat within muscles in adults aged 18 to 65 with chronic diseases.
“It’s about the quality of the muscle,” Addison stressed, encouraging people to focus on exercises that enhance muscle density rather than just increasing muscle size.
Virgin also underscored the importance of maintaining physical activity to prevent fatty muscle development, emphasizing, “Obesity with poor activity is a recipe for high fatty muscle levels.”
“Caloric restriction on its own is not as effective as combining it with physical activity. You will lose twice the fatty infiltrate if you do both together rather than just trying to lose weight through diet alone,” she added.
Proper hydration and stress management are also crucial. Chronic stress can lead to higher levels of cortisol, which promotes fat storage. Techniques such as mindfulness, yoga, and other relaxation methods can help effectively manage stress levels.
By adopting these strategies, individuals can take proactive steps to reduce intramuscular fat, improve muscle quality, and enhance overall health.
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Telegram CEO Charged by French Authorities, Released on Bail [Wed, 28 Aug 16:38]Telegram founder and CEO Pavel Durov delivers a speech in Barcelona, Spain, on Feb. 23, 2016. (Albert Gea/Reuters)



	
Iowa Court Rules TikTok Must Face Suit Alleging It Promotes Inappropriate Content to Minors [Wed, 28 Aug 10:45]A man walks past a restaurant with a TikTok logo displayed in the window in Beijing on Sept. 14, 2020. (Greg Baker/AFP via Getty Images)



	
France to Trial Complete Cellphone Ban in Schools [Wed, 28 Aug 08:30]High school students use smartphones and tablet computers at the vocational school in Bischwiller, eastern France, on Sept. 26, 2017. (Patrick Hertzog/AFP via Getty Images)
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Telegram CEO Charged by French Authorities, Released on Bail
French authorities issue preliminary charges against Pavel Durov after detaining and questioning him over allegedly allowing illegal activities on the platform.
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By Owen Evans and Ryan Morgan
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




French authorities on Aug. 28 issued preliminary charges against Telegram CEO Pavel Durov, accusing him of permitting alleged criminal activity on the messaging app.
The charging decision comes four days after French authorities detained Durov at the Paris–Le Bourget Airport, as he arrived on his private jet from Azerbaijan.
Earlier on Aug. 28, Durov was released from police detention and ordered to appear in court for further consideration of his case.
A French court also ordered Durov to pay 5 million euros ($5.5 million) in bail and to report to a police station twice per week, according to a statement from the Paris prosecutor’s office.
Allegations against the Russia-born Durov, who is a French citizen, include that his platform is being used for child sexual abuse material and drug trafficking and that Telegram has refused to cooperate with criminal investigators.
One preliminary charge accuses Durov of “complicity in managing an online platform to allow illicit transactions by an organized group,” a crime that can carry a prison sentence of up to 10 years and a fine of up to 500 million euros ($556 million).
For now, Durov is the only person charged in the case, but French prosecutors did not preclude the possibility that others may be charged.
Under the French legal system, preliminary charges mean that judges believe that there’s enough evidence of a crime to proceed with a probe. Investigations can last years before being sent to trial or shelved. The country’s judicial system operates differently from those in many other nations, and judges play a more active role in investigating and prosecuting crimes.
Telegram is an app that allows for one-on-one conversations, group chats, and “channels” that can involve hundreds of people. Unlike Meta’s WhatsApp, which has a group chat limit of 1,024, Telegram’s group chats allow up to 200,000 people.
In an Aug. 25 statement following Durov’s arrest, Telegram insisted that it abides by the European Union’s laws governing online services, including the Digital Services Act.
“It is absurd to claim that a platform or its owner are responsible for abuse of that platform,” Telegram said in its statement.
On Aug. 26, Telegram posted a statement saying Durov “has nothing to hide and travels frequently in Europe.”
Along with his French and Russian citizenship, Durov also retains citizenship in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the Caribbean island nation of Saint Kitts and Nevis.
The UAE Foreign Ministry stated on Aug. 27 that it was “closely following the case” and had asked France to provide Durov “with all the necessary consular services in an urgent manner.”
Russian Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said he hoped that Durov “has all the necessary opportunities for his legal defense” and said the Moscow government stands ready to support the tech entrepreneur.
Durov said in an April interview that he left Russia and founded Telegram after resisting Moscow’s demands to turn over information on Ukrainian users of another online platform he helped co-found, called Vkontakte.
French President Emmanuel Macron said in an Aug. 26 post on social media platform X , formerly known as Twitter, that France is “deeply committed to freedom of expression and communication, to innovation, and to the spirit of entrepreneurship” and will remain so.
“The arrest of the president of Telegram on French soil took place as part of an ongoing judicial investigation,“ he said. ”It is in no way a political decision. It is up to the judges to rule on the matter.”
The arrest has sparked concern from some tech companies.
Andy Yen, founder and CEO of Proton, known for its encrypted email service Proton Mail, wrote on X that the “unsealed charges against Durov are insane.”
“If sustained, I don’t see how tech founders could possibly travel to France, much less hire in France,” he wrote. “This is economic suicide and is rapidly and permanently changing the perception of founders and investors.”
The Epoch Times has reached out to Telegram for comment on the charges.
 Chris Summers, Reuters, and the Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Iowa Court Rules TikTok Must Face Suit Alleging It Promotes Inappropriate Content to Minors
The state claimed TikTok used deception to get itself listed on Apple’s App Store as a platform appropriate for individuals aged 12 and older.
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By Naveen Athrappully
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




A district court in Iowa rejected a petition from TikTok to dismiss a lawsuit filed by the state, which is accusing the company of enabling minors to access inappropriate content.
In January, the State of Iowa filed suit against TikTok and parent firm Bytedance, claiming that the defendants violated the Consumer Fraud Act “through misrepresentations, deceptions, false promises, and unfair practices,” according to an Aug. 26 ruling. Specifically, it alleged that TikTok acted in a deceptive manner to get a 12+ rating on the App Store, which allowed 13- to 17-year-old Iowans to sign up for the service and access content that the state claims is inappropriate for minors.
Iowa filed a motion seeking a temporary injunction to prevent TikTok from claiming that the platform contains little or no content related to sexuality, profanity, mature themes, and references to alcohol and drugs. TikTok filed a motion to dismiss the case, arguing that the state’s request would “dramatically impact its brand,” with users and advertisers affected.
On Aug. 26, the Iowa District Court for Polk County issued a ruling that dismissed the motions submitted by both the state and the defendants. With Tiktok’s motion dismissed, the lawsuit can continue.
When applying to be listed on Apple’s App Store, TikTok claimed that content with alcohol or drug use, profanity, crude humor, sexuality, and nudity were “infrequent/mild,” according to the ruling. Subsequently, Apple gave TikTok a 12+ rating.
An investigation into the issue was conducted by an official from the Iowa Attorney General’s Office in October 2023. The official created a TikTok account under a fake name, using a birth date of May 5, 2010, which would have made the user 13 years old at the time.
Using that account, the official was able to access content that included “profanity, crude humor, sexual content, nudity, alcohol, tobacco, drug use, suicide, depression, self-harm, eating disorders, and other mature themes,” the court wrote.
The state argued that TikTok violated the Consumer Credit Code by “falsely answering questions on the Apple App Store regarding content categories that it classified as mild/infrequent.”
The ruling states that the state’s accusations of TikTok being involved in deception, misrepresentation, and unfair practice were “sufficiently pled.”
“The statutory definition of ‘advertisement’ does not require a sale, but only an attempt to induce a consumer to acquire title or interest in any merchandise. The defendants admittedly seek to advertise its app as for people 13 years of age and older so that children between the ages of 13 and 17 can acquire title to the app,” the ruling reads.Protecting Minors
TikTok defended itself against the lawsuit, claiming earlier in the year that it has put in place safeguards aimed at protecting young people, such as parental control and time limits for users who are younger than 18. These restrictions are based on industry guidelines, it noted.
If, at the time of signing up, an individual is younger than 13, TikTok takes the user to a limited version of the app. For users between 13 and 17, TikTok enables the filtering of adult content. The app contains a family pairing feature that parents can use to set safety settings while monitoring or limiting usage and searches on the account.
TikTok categorizes content for age groups into four categories, with Level 1 suitable for all age groups, while Level 4 can include sexual content and material deemed not suitable for minors. The app restricts Level 4 content for users aged 13 to 17.
“We are committed to tackling industry-wide challenges and will continue to prioritize community safety,” TikTok stated in January.
Iowa Attorney General Brenna Bird, who filed the lawsuit, accused TikTok of keeping parents “in the dark,” according to a Jan. 17 statement.
“It’s time we shine a light on TikTok for exposing young children to graphic materials such as sexual content, self-harm, illegal drug use, and worse. TikTok has sneaked past parental blocks by misrepresenting the severity of its content. But no longer,” Bird said.
In 2022, 15 states urged Apple and Google to raise the age rating for the TikTok app from the 12+ category.
TikTok is also facing uncertainty over its U.S. operations. In April, President Joe Biden signed a bill requiring ByteDance to sell TikTok, failing which, the app would be banned from U.S. app stores and web-hosting services.
The deadline for the sale is Jan. 19, 2025, just before the next U.S. president is sworn in. The president can extend the deadline by a maximum of three months to facilitate the completion of a sale agreement.
The Epoch Times reached out to TikTok for comment but didn’t receive a reply by publication time.
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France to Trial Complete Cellphone Ban in Schools
Some other European countries have already implemented various restrictions or bans on mobile devices in schools. 
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By Owen Evans
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




France is taking steps to completely restrict cellphone use in schools by starting a trial across 200 schools.
The program will be implemented in volunteer schools, representing over 50,000 students, according to details released by the Ministry of National Education on Aug. 27.
Cellphone use is already restricted in French schools under a 2018 law that prohibits students from using phones on school grounds but allows them to keep the devices with them.
However, the new “digital pause” aims to go further by requiring students to leave their phones at the entrance of the school.
According to Education Minister Nicole Belloubet, the trial will “minimize the presence of cellphones as much as possible” in classrooms and corridors.
The digital break involves removing students’ cellphones during school hours to prevent online harm, reduce screen exposure, and reinforce rules about the use of digital devices.
The French government has said that the experiment will improve the overall school environment, as excessive cellphone use has been linked to increased instances of online bullying.
The pilot program, if successful, is expected to be rolled out nationwide by Jan. 1, 2025.Macron
French President Emmanuel Macron has expressed interest in extending a ban on smartphone use for children under 11 and social media access for those under 15 across France.
In a press conference in June, Macron referenced a report from an expert panel led by neurologist Servane Mouton and psychiatry professor Amine Benyamina.
The report highlighted that while technology can empower and liberate children by giving them easier access to information, it also poses significant risks.
“For the first time, on a given subject, a child can know more than their parent, teacher, or even a minister,” it said.
However it warned that “like anything shaped by humans, technology also has the ability to imprison, alienate, and subjugate children.”
The report said that the detrimental effects of hyper-connectivity on children have “consequences for their health, development, future, and our future as well—the future of our society, our civilization, and perhaps even our humanity.”
The authors of the report said they were “shaken” by their findings regarding the strategies used to capture children’s attention and found that their cognitive biases are used to “trap them on their screens, control them, re-engage them, and monetize them.”
[image: File photo of school children during class at a primary school in the UK on Nov. 27, 2019. (Danny Lawson/PA Wire)]File photo of school children during class at a primary school in the UK on Nov. 27, 2019. Danny Lawson/PA Wire



Bans
European countries have implemented bans or restrictions on mobile devices in schools to various extents.
UK guidance says that schools should prohibit the use of cellphones, but they have autonomy on how to do this.
A report by the think tank Policy Exchange found that 84 percent of primary schools had an effective ban on smartphones. In secondary schools, that number was down to 11 percent, with a little more than half practicing a type of ban under which phones are still allowed in students’ bags.
Italy first introduced a ban on smartphones in classrooms in 2007, though this was not widely enforced.
Recently introduced guidelines under Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni mean the use of smartphones will be banned from primary level up to junior high school. This prohibition applies to all smartphone use, including for educational purposes.
Several regions in Spain, including Catalonia and Galicia, have implemented bans on cellphone use in schools, with policies varying across different areas.
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Daughter of Late Country Star Toby Keith Turned Grief Into Gratitude Ahead of Tribute Concert [Wed, 28 Aug 21:31]Toby Keith and his daughter Krystal perform on stage at the 38th Annual CMA Awards in Nashville, Tenn., on Nov. 9, 2004. (Frank Micelotta/Getty Images)



	
‘Baywatch’ Star Nicole Eggert Says ‘Gray Area’ of Her Cancer Journey Has Been the Hardest [Wed, 28 Aug 17:01]Actress Nicole Eggert arrives at the Comedy Central Roast of David Hasselhoff held at Sony Pictures Studios in Culver City, Calif., on Aug. 1, 2010. (Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images)



	
Vivaldi: Agitata Da Due Venti (Griselda) | Simone Kermes [Wed, 28 Aug 10:21]Vivaldi: Agitata Da Due Venti (Griselda &#124; Simone Kermes



	
Jenna Ortega Says Mom Watched ‘Like a Hawk’ to Keep Her Safe as a Child Actor [Wed, 28 Aug 04:54]Jenna Ortega attends the 75th Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles, Calif., on Jan. 15, 2024. (Neilson Barnard/Getty Images)



	
Carrie Underwood Kicks Off NBC Concert Special Honoring Toby Keith [Wed, 28 Aug 04:38]Carrie Underwood speaks onstage for the “Toby Keith: American Icon tribute” at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn., on July 29, 2024. (Jason Kempin/Getty Images for Universal Music Group)



	
Rapper Lil Baby Arrested in Las Vegas on Suspicion of Concealed Weapon Violation [Wed, 28 Aug 04:01]Lil Baby attends Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards 2024 at Barker Hangar in Santa Monica, Calif., on July 13, 2024. (Jon Kopaloff/Getty Images for Nickelodeon)



	
Elvis Presley Jewelry Up for Sale at Celebrity Artifacts Auction [Wed, 28 Aug 03:42]Elvis Presley's jewelry and pill bottle are displayed ahead of Artifacts of Hollywood &#038; Music sale by GWS Auctions, in New York City, New York, U.S. August 26, 2024. (Christine Kiernan/Reuters)
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Daughter of Late Country Star Toby Keith Turned Grief Into Gratitude Ahead of Tribute Concert
Krystal Keith said her father would be proud of her performance honoring him during the ‘Toby Keith: American Icon’ tribute event.
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[image: Daughter of Late Country Star Toby Keith Turned Grief Into Gratitude Ahead of Tribute Concert]Toby Keith and his daughter Krystal perform on stage at the 38th Annual CMA Awards in Nashville, Tenn., on Nov. 9, 2004. Frank Micelotta/Getty Images




By Elma Aksalic
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




Tributes to late country star Toby Keith will fill a Nashville concert special airing this week, but one in particular is guaranteed to pull at the heartstrings of fans across the nation.
Krystal Keith, the daughter of the legendary musician, gave an emotional performance of “Don’t Let the Old Man In” for the concert “Toby Keith: American Icon,” which airs Aug. 28. The concert was filmed in Nashville in July, before a sellout crowd.
For the 38-year-old, however, it was more than just a performance—it was meant to honor her father in a way that would make him proud.
“I was thinking, ‘OK, I can make it through a party song.’ But when [producers] approached me with [‘Don’t Let the Old Man In’], I was like, ‘Well crap, I already cry with that song, just listening to it. I don’t know how I’m going to sing it,’” she told People magazine.
“I’m glad they did, though, because it turned out really special. I think that he would’ve been proud of it,” she continued.
The mortality-themed song was the last one Keith performed prior to his passing back in February from stomach cancer.
While the concert may have come a bit early for Krystal, her mother Tricia, and siblings Stelen and Shelley, as they continue to mourn, Krystal said it was important to remember Keith for the musician—and person—he was.
“The team decided to have a bar on stage. There’s a huge American flag. The military is involved. ... It really epitomizes who he was and hits all of the things he loved in his life: his family, his foundation, his music and the military,” said Krystal.
Keith’s music has been a helping hand in the family’s grieving process, and listening to those songs keeps Krystal constantly “feeling close to him.”
She credits country singer Ashley Campbell for leading her to gratitude, after she lost her own father—musician Glen Campbell.
“She mentioned that she felt lucky to have his body of work and that she would be at a store and his voice would randomly come on the radio, and that she had all these songs and these lyrics and interviews and things she could look back to, and how grateful she was of that,” she said.
“I thought, ‘That’s a great way to look at it.’ Not everybody has that. I try to hold onto the gratitude there.”
Meanwhile, other famous faces will appear on stage for the two-hour special, including singers Carrie Underwood and Luke Bryan, singing some of Keith’s biggest hits with their own personal twists.
“He was an, ‘Aw shucks, this is not necessary’ kind of guy,” says Krystal. “He wouldn’t want us to have this big thing for him, but he would also be honored that those artists took time out of their schedules and made that happen and honored him in such a way and said such nice words about him.”
A portion of proceeds collected from ticket sales from the event will go towards The Toby Keith Foundation’s OK Kids Korral—a “haven” for families with children receiving cancer treatments—and the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt, one of the nation’s leading children’s hospitals.
“I think a majority of the good deeds he did will never even be known, because he loved doing it behind closed doors,” said Krystal.
Krystal thinks of her father often and said that if she could talk to him today, she would tell him his family is doing fine.
“[I’d tell him] that we’re all going to be OK. I think he knew that. ... He told us that we’d be OK, but just to know that he knows we’re going to be OK would be great.”
“Toby Keith: American Icon” will stream on Peacock on Aug. 29 after airing on NBC Wednesday.
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‘Baywatch’ Star Nicole Eggert Says ‘Gray Area’ of Her Cancer Journey Has Been the Hardest
Eggert appeared as Summer Quinn in seasons three and four of the ‘Baywatch’ series. 
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[image: ‘Baywatch’ Star Nicole Eggert Says ‘Gray Area’ of Her Cancer Journey Has Been the Hardest]Actress Nicole Eggert arrives at the Comedy Central Roast of David Hasselhoff held at Sony Pictures Studios in Culver City, Calif., on Aug. 1, 2010. Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images




By Haika Mrema
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




“Baywatch” star Nicole Eggert is sharing the challenges she encountered on her breast cancer journey.
In an interview with People magazine on Wednesday, Eggert said she is currently in a “gray area” following the completion of treatment and is waiting for the next steps.
“I am good,” she told the magazine. “I am in sort of a gray area, and I finished my treatment, waiting for more imaging and hopefully maybe surgery.”
“And there’s a lot of waiting in this, and it’s sort of something ... nobody really talks about,” she said. “But the gray area is the hardest because you don’t know what’s happening. ... When I’m doing treatment, I felt like I was doing something productive.”
In January, Eggert, 51, revealed that she was diagnosed with stage 2 cribriform carcinoma, a rare type of breast cancer, in December 2023. She recalled having gained 25 pounds and experiencing “terrible pain” in her left breast.
After a “productive” treatment stage, the “Charles in Charge” star said she finds the waiting period “frustrating.”
“I was like, ‘Okay, I’m doing something positive.’ And now it’s just like nothing; it’s like ... wait a minute, we’ve got to get this out. So it’s, it’s just frustrating,” she said.
Eggert said her daughters—Dilyn, 25, and Keegan, 13—have taken the news of her diagnosis “really well,” explaining that they don’t treat her any differently.
“I mean, they kept me on my toes,” she said. “My 13-year-old didn’t give me any special treatment. It was still like, ‘Mom, give me that. Let’s go here. Let’s do that.’
“So she just kept me going and kept it lively. I really loved that about both of them. Both treated it like nothing’s changing, just keep the days the way they are.”
Eggert produced the ABC News docuseries “After Baywatch: Moment in the Sun,” which premiered on Aug. 28. The actress believes her involvement in the project gave her “purpose” amid her health challenges.
“Having a young daughter and having this project has been a great motivation for me to not just sit and think about my health and my wellbeing. It’s giving me purpose,” she said.
“It’s keeping me driven every day. I think the timing of life is always for a reason. It’s been a great distraction, and my daughters kept me on my toes.”
In July, Eggert shared an emotional health update on Instagram. She said her surgeons told her that her body “had a full, complete response” to the chemotherapy.
“There’s no detectable cancer in that area, and I have the green light to go ahead and schedule surgery,” they said.
When initially revealing her diagnosis, Eggert realized that she had to overcome this battle for her 13-year-old despite the financial challenges.
“It immediately made me realize there’s just no succumbing to this. This is something I have to get through. This is something that I have to beat. She needs me more than anything and anybody,” she said.Eggert’s Career
Born in Glendale, California, on Jan. 13, 1972, Nicole Eggert began acting at a young age. She appeared in the 1981 drama film “Rich and Famous,” and in the sitcoms “Who’s the Boss?” as Marci Ferguson and “Charles in Charge” as Jamie Powell. In 1988, the latter won her a Young Artist Award for “Exceptional Performance by a Young Actress in a Television Comedy Series.”
In 1992, Eggert was cast as one of the several lifeguards featured on the drama series “Baywatch.” Playing the role of Summer Quinn, she appeared in seasons three and four. The actress reprised her “Baywatch” role in the 2003 reunion film “Baywatch: Hawaiian Wedding.”
Throughout the 2000s and 2010s, Eggert appeared in more films and TV movies, including “Thank You, Good Night” in 2002, “Decoys” (2004), “Loaded” and “A Christmas Proposal” (2008), and “Where’s the Love?” in 2014.
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Jenna Ortega Says Mom Watched ‘Like a Hawk’ to Keep Her Safe as a Child Actor
‘Child acting is strange. I see why my parents felt so hesitant about it because you’re putting a child in an adult workplace,’ Ortega said
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[image: Jenna Ortega Says Mom Watched ‘Like a Hawk’ to Keep Her Safe as a Child Actor]Jenna Ortega attends the 75th Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles, Calif., on Jan. 15, 2024. Neilson Barnard/Getty Images




By Audrey Enjoli
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




As former child stars increasingly come forward to share their encounters with sexual misconduct in Hollywood, Jenna Ortega has reflected on her own experience entering the world of acting at a young age, underscoring the crucial role her mother played in keeping her safe while on set.
“She watched over me like a hawk,” the actress said in a recent interview with The New York Times, published Aug. 24.
Ortega, the daughter of Natalie Ortega, an emergency room nurse, and Edward Ortega, a businessman, was born and raised in California’s Coachella Valley with her five siblings.
Now 21, Ortega was only nine when she began acting. In 2012, she landed minor roles on the CBS sitcom Rob and the police procedural television series CSI: NY, and the following year, she appeared in the films Iron Man 3 and Insidious: Chapter 2.
In 2014, Ortega landed a recurring role in “Jane the Virgin,” portraying the younger version of the title character, played by Gina Rodriguez. After appearing in a slew of other roles, including “Days of Our Lives,” “Rake,” “Know It All Nina,” and “Richie Rich,” Ortega garnered her breakthrough role in 2016 at the age of 13, playing Harley Diaz in the Disney Channel series “Stuck in the Middle.”
Reflecting on her early acting days, Ortega said she and her mother recently shared a heart-to-heart after the latter watched Investigation Discovery’s “Quiet on Set: The Dark Side of Kids TV.” Released in March, the explosive five-part docuseries explores the toxic underpinnings of children’s television programs throughout the ‘90s and aughts.
“She just called me saying she was so grateful that things were OK and that she was there to witness everything,” the actress recalled.
“She had seen the way that other children maybe weren’t protected or weren’t as looked after,” Ortega added. “I think for her, it was more empathizing and wishing she somehow could have done something to help.”‘Child Acting is Strange’
Speaking to The New York Times, the actress said her parents had mixed feelings about allowing her to pursue a career in the entertainment industry at such a young age.
“Child acting is strange. I see why my parents felt so hesitant about it because you’re putting a child in an adult workplace,” Ortega said. “It’s completely changed my way of thinking and going about life.”
The “Wednesday” star asserted that children shouldn’t work in these types of environments. “They are supposed to be climbing trees and drawing and going to school,” she said.
“I feel really, really fortunate to have had parents who made sure that I hung out with friends, made sure that I went to public school, and wouldn’t allow me to work on a job unless I had straight A’s and was prioritizing my sleep and my schoolwork.”
Ortega has previously expressed her gratitude towards her parents for the unwavering support they have shown her throughout her career. In a 2023 interview, the actress said her family has been “very supportive” of her endeavors, adding that “they sacrificed a lot” so that she could accomplish her dreams.
However, she said her parents still made it a point to ensure that she maintained a humble outlook on life—despite her newfound fame.
“Another thing that I love about them is they do not care at all what I do; they have no interest in this world in this industry,” Ortega said, calling her childhood “very normal.”
“I could come home from working with cool people or prominent people or people that I respected and they had no interest,” she continued. “It was, ‘Hey, you missed your day to do the dishes, or you didn’t do the dishes before you left.’”
After appearing in the second season of Netflix’s hit series “You,” which premiered in December 2019, Ortega went on to star in the 2022 horror film “Scream,” (also known as “Scream 5”), a role she reprised in 2023’s “Scream IV.”
The actress has also been recognized for her work in the Netflix series “Wednesday,” for which she garnered nominations at the Golden Globes and the Primetime Emmy Awards in 2023. The second season of the horror series is expected to air in 2025.
Ortega is now set to appear in the “Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” sequel, out Sept. 6, which stars Michael Keaton, Winona Ryder, Willem Dafoe, and Justin Theroux.
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Carrie Underwood Kicks Off NBC Concert Special Honoring Toby Keith
Underwood performs ‘A Little Less Talk and a Lot More Action’ as Nashville salutes the country music star who died in February at 62 years of age.
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[image: Carrie Underwood Kicks Off NBC Concert Special Honoring Toby Keith]Carrie Underwood speaks onstage for the “Toby Keith: American Icon tribute” at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn., on July 29, 2024. Jason Kempin/Getty Images for Universal Music Group




By Haika Mrema
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




Country music performer Carrie Underwood kicked off the Toby Keith concert special, premiering on Wednesday.
Recorded on July 29 at the Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tennessee, NBC’s “Toby Keith: American Icon” is a two-hour concert special in tribute to the late country star.
Underwood, 41, was the first to perform during the event, singing a rendition of “A Little Less Talk and a Lot More Action.”
“Nashville! We’re all here for one reason: this incredible man,” she told the audience, pointing to a giant photo of Keith behind her during the performance as a preview for the concert shows.
The hit single, featured on Keith’s 1993 debut album, peaked at the number two spot on the “Billboard” Hot Country Songs chart.
In February, Keith died of gastric cancer at 62 years of age. Underwood expressed her appreciation for the late singer in an Instagram post displaying pictures of them together.
“Saddle up the horses, Jesus, ‘cause a true blue COWBOY just made his ride up to heaven!!!, Underwood captioned the post. “Introduce him to all the Okies and sign that boy up for the choir! We’re gonna miss you, Toby, but my heart has no doubt that you are standing in the presence of our King right now!!! See you again someday, friend.”
In May, Underwood sang in honor of Keith again through a rendition of his breakthrough hit “Should’ve Been a Cowboy” performed at the historic Grand Ole Opry in Nashville.
The “Before He Cheats” singer is one of several stars joining in to pay tribute to Keith’s legacy.
Luke Bryan, Eric Church, HARDY, Riley Green, Lainey Wilson, and Jelly Roll are only a few of the many performers viewers can expect to see appear during the concert special on Wednesday.
“This hat has been hanging in my closet for probably 15 years,” Bryan said before his performance of “Should’ve Been a Cowboy” at the NBC special.
“My sister down in Georgia bought me this hat when I was playing bars and doing about 10 Toby Keith songs a night. I used to wear this hat every night. Ever since I lost my sister I haven’t put this hat on onstage in a lot of years,” he said.
“I was walking out the house, and I said, ‘You know what? I’m just an old country boy from Georgia. Toby Keith certainly made me wanna be a cowboy. I’m gonna be a cowboy tonight.’”
Keith’s daughter, Krystal, also performed in honor of her dad, as reported by People Magazine.
[image: Toby Keith performs onstage during the 2021 iHeartCountry Festival at The Frank Erwin Center in Austin, Texas, on Oct. 30, 2021. (Matt Winkelmeyer/Getty Images for iHeartMedia)]Toby Keith performs onstage during the 2021 iHeartCountry Festival at The Frank Erwin Center in Austin, Texas, on Oct. 30, 2021. Matt Winkelmeyer/Getty Images for iHeartMedia



Toby Keith’s Legacy
By his death, Keith’s legacy included 20 No.1 hits and over 40 million albums sold.
His list of chart-topping singles includes 1999’s “How Do You Like Me Now”, 2002’s “Beer For My Horses” with Willie Nelson, 2003’s “I Love This Bar”, 2005’s “As Good As I Once Was”, and his post 9/11 song “Courtesy of the Red, White and Blue (The Angry American).”
As a passionate supporter of the United Service Organizations, Keith performed for over 250,000 troops across 18 USO tours.
Keith was born on July 8, 1961, in Clinton, Oklahoma. His interest in pursuing music was ignited during his childhood when he spent a summer with his grandmother in Arkansas. While he was there, he would visit her dining establishment and was in awe of the atmosphere.
“I wanted to be the guitarist in a band,” he told The Herald. “I didn’t know that I was going to write songs, but I’d watch the people coming into the nightclub part out back, all dressed up for a good time, and then see the band strike up and I’d think, I want to be part of this.”
In Sept. 2023, Keith was honored with the inaugural Country Icon Award at the People’s Choice Country Awards.
“I want to thank the Almighty for allowing me to be here tonight,” he said during his acceptance speech. “He’s been riding shotgun with me for a little while now. I want to thank my beautiful family that’s here. A lot of people go into making a career like this of 30 years.”
Following his speech, he performed on television for the last time at the Opry House, singing 2018’s “Don’t Let the Old Man In.”
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[image: Rapper Lil Baby Arrested in Las Vegas on Suspicion of Concealed Weapon Violation]Lil Baby attends Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards 2024 at Barker Hangar in Santa Monica, Calif., on July 13, 2024. Jon Kopaloff/Getty Images for Nickelodeon




By The Associated Press
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




LAS VEGAS—Rapper Lil Baby was arrested in Las Vegas after police accused him of carrying a concealed weapon without a permit.
The Atlanta-born rapper, whose real name is Dominique Jones, was taken into custody on the Las Vegas Strip just before dawn Monday, according to the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department. Details about what led to the arrest weren’t immediately released.
His attorneys, Drew Findling and David Chesnoff, said in joint a statement that they were “actively investigating” why the 29-year-old rapper had been arrested in the first place despite having a valid permit in Georgia to carry a concealed weapon.
Lil Baby has not been formally charged with the crime, which is a felony in Nevada, and was released from custody after posting bond, court records show. He is due in court in Las Vegas on Oct. 1.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/rapper-lil-baby-arrested-in-las-vegas-on-suspicion-of-concealed-weapon-violation-5714005



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


USRegional & State NewsState NewsNew York News

Elvis Presley Jewelry Up for Sale at Celebrity Artifacts Auction
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[image: Elvis Presley Jewelry Up for Sale at Celebrity Artifacts Auction]Elvis Presley's jewelry and pill bottle are displayed ahead of Artifacts of Hollywood & Music sale by GWS Auctions, in New York City, New York, U.S. August 26, 2024. Christine Kiernan/Reuters




By Reuters
8/28/2024Updated: 8/28/2024




NEW YORK—Rare collectibles from the worlds of music and film, including gold rings owned by Elvis Presley and a letter written by Beach Boy Brian Wilson, will be up for auction this weekend.
The “Artifacts of Hollywood & Music” sale from Kruse GWS Auctions features nearly 400 lots, with items also from Prince, Aaliyah, and Abigail Folger, a coffee heiress who was a victim of the Manson murders.
“This particular auction has some pretty powerful pieces as far as emotional connections for people,” auctioneer Brigitte Kruse said. “There is this element of tragedy and icons leaving us way too soon.”
Among the top lots are several items that belonged to Presley, including a microphone from the performer’s Las Vegas residency, a pill bottle marked March 1977, and two unique gold rings, which are estimated to sell for $35,000 to $60,000.
Jewelry owned by Presley, who died in August 1977, is “still proving to be one of the most powerful asset classes on the face of the planet,” Kruse said.
Another highlight is a handwritten letter by Wilson to Beach Boys bandmate and cousin Mike Love, which Kruse said was expected to go for at least $10,000.
The online auction will be livestreamed and take place on Saturday, Aug. 31.
By Christine Kiernan





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/elvis-presley-jewelry-up-for-sale-at-celebrity-artifacts-auction-5713898



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
feed_2/article_3/images/img1_u26.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img1_u1.jpg
- Mondele>

'llternat;o”o. 4





feed_2/article_5/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img2_u9.jpg
FRED :#/ ® Federal Government: Current Expenditures

9,000

8,000

7,000

6,000

5,000

4,000

Billions of Dollars

3,000

2,000

1,000

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020





feed_2/article_5/images/img1_u13.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img1_u5.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img1_u21.jpg
Lt =40 % L
3 —apd Ot o 4ay st fid
] d g, i
> T AR
5 o acin & N
Nt aete 3
FhES i ) Mo i
Eoobogs Neazrieg
g 4 Totoforest || 1/ § S
e Fors % : 4r ) fives
e o
AR / |
i 1 Nz
Eisina R
~ Vaca S o m/ N
L~ o X : ~& Pt
: Ao X7 . PER—
< o el b Pl Janzos
il \ T e * -
= i Cp_ £ R o b cd
e s [ -
g iy O 4 ALY o EUE (R
3 {8 &/ sl
owrai g pm&ﬁ 3
i et 1 N |
o > wgiman W/
et Saim & ) /
o  {{
- aithis y
=] Tsise xalva
rdEens ousa Ty
e Eaino. Kehugla ¥
e
3 Opelac BReng \ pam
3 y \/ :
e : s
i&uw L e e L)
ortcs e baoarssos | N
| Kegges A0 cone R oo i
. pors i
T . i " @
s oy PR "o =
& ) samonic 1staNDs s
N { ;
e . Kauncouos
fiipia - ¢ b
A :
R P 7 erats
\ > g - \isels .
Wi -
m Kalon
e e foos
el - g Trozen ™ Setas AgiGeges
‘ 68 e o R -
ok e 4 AT ftd
Do o
bl Go-gle e e
< aias .
Giace Prciiiees
Koorass





feed_3/article_2/images/img3_u1.jpg
FRED -~/ ® median consumer Price index
9

Percent Change at Annual Rate

Jul 2020 Jan 2021 Jul 2021 Jan 2022 Jul 2022 Jan 2023 Jul 2023 Jan 2024 Jul 2024





feed_2/article_7/images/img1_u10.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img1_u23.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img1_u16.jpg





cover.jpg
The Epoch Times

Thu, 29 Aug 2024





feed_1/article_6/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img1_u35.jpg





feed_2/article_1/images/img1_u63.jpg





feed_2/article_2/images/img1_u53.jpg





feed_7/article_6/images/img1_u65.jpg





feed_2/article_11/images/img1_u59.jpg





feed_2/article_12/images/img1_u34.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img2_u1.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img1_u15.jpg





feed_2/article_13/images/img1_u61.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img1.jpg





feed_2/article_14/images/img1_u33.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img1_u52.jpg





feed_2/article_15/images/img1_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img1_u36.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img1_u41.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img1_u57.jpg





feed_2/article_8/images/img2_u3.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img2_u11.jpg





feed_2/article_8/images/img1_u46.jpg





feed_2/article_8/images/img4.jpg





feed_2/article_8/images/img3_u2.jpg





feed_2/article_9/images/img1_u47.jpg
Apine
Natonar Park






feed_2/article_10/images/img1_u32.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img1_u29.jpg





feed_2/article_10/images/img2_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_0/images/img1_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img1_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img1_u51.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u27.jpg





feed_5/article_2/images/img1_u48.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img1_u56.jpg





feed_5/article_1/images/img1_u40.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img2_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img2_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img1_u2.jpg





feed_6/article_1/images/img1_u49.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img3_u3.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img1_u38.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img1_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img1_u6.jpg





feed_4/article_8/images/img1_u31.jpg





feed_4/article_9/images/img1_u60.jpg
T T Y ) i e ] —






feed_0/article_10/images/img1_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img1_u37.jpg





feed_4/article_10/images/img1_u12.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img1_u30.jpg
»






feed_0/article_7/images/img1_u45.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img1_u25.jpg





mastheadImage.jpg
THE EPOCH TIMES





feed_4/article_3/images/img1_u42.jpg
TWN\D\N

VRO LGSR -y






feed_4/article_4/images/img1_u43.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img1_u8.jpg





feed_4/article_7/images/img1_u28.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img2_u6.jpg





feed_4/article_5/images/img1_u64.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img1_u19.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img1_u62.jpg





feed_4/article_6/images/img1_u66.jpg
Rental Car Center






feed_3/article_4/images/img1_u11.jpg
]






feed_0/article_18/images/img1_u44.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img1_u54.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img2_u2.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img1_u22.jpg





feed_1/article_0/images/img1_u50.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img1_u55.jpg





feed_1/article_0/images/img3.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img1_u58.jpg





feed_1/article_0/images/img2.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img1_u39.jpg





