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Essential Links for Wire Jewelry, 3rd Edition is a reference guide and idea book for the countless intermediate and advanced jewelry makers looking for new, creative ways to practice their skills. The complete link set within the book is the perfect way to discover new wire bends to be used in jewelry creations of any kind. If you are just starting your jewelry-making journey or would like more instruction, check out Lora S. Irish’s full-length book Easy & Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry. Inside, you’ll find even more detailed instructions for creating all the links presented here.
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1. The Basic Tool Kit

A few simple tools and household items compose the jeweler’s tool kit. A set of pliers—round-, flat-, and bent-nose—plus a set of wire cutters will quickly get you started. Your kit will need a work surface—use anything from a terry cloth towel to a jewelry pad. Add a steel ruler, measuring tape, scissors, and spring clips, and your tool kit is complete.

Tool sets that include basic pliers, cutters, and even jewelry tweezers for working with smaller diameter beads, are perfect for the new jewelry craftsman. You can also purchase your pliers and cutters individually. Purchasing specific individual higher-quality tools is an excellent option as you advance in your craft.
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Tools

• Wire cutters

• Flush cutters

• End cutter

• Side cutter

• Pliers

• Flat-nose pliers

• Round-nose pliers

• Bent-nose pliers

• Nylon-grip flat pliers

• Coil maker

• Markers and pens

• Metal ruler

• Simple clamp

• Scissors

• Working surface (terry cloth towel or foam pad)

• Resealable plastic bags

Materials

• Assorted jewelry wire

• Assorted beads

• Cord and twine as desired


2. The Complete Link Set

One of the greatest pleasures of creating bent-wire jewelry is creating your own wire bends. In this section, I show you the links I created for the projects in this booklet, as well as others that were created along the way. When you begin designing your own jewelry, indulge the artist inside you by using the links in this chart as a starting point for your own creations. The possibilities of bent-wire links in jewelry design are endless. Explore. Experiment. Enjoy. Those are the secrets to making beautiful jewelry that will be noticed.
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	simple side-loop link
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	simple straight side-loop link
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	Link 003

	wrapped side-loop link
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	wrapped straight-loop link
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	right-angle bend link
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	open U-bend link
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	tight U-bend link
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	turn-back loop link
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	midwire-circle link
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	midwire-circle U-bend link
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	midwire large-circle link
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	spiral link
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	midwire-spiral link
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	turn-back wire spiral link
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	simple side-loop link
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	medium simple side-loop link
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	long simple-side-loop link
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	1-bead simple side-loop link
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	2-bead simple side-loop link
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	3-bead simple side-loop link
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	simple straight-loop link
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	medium straight-loop link
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	long simple straight-loop link
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	1-bead simple straight-loop link
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	2-bead simple straight-loop link
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	3-bead simple straight-loop link




	[image: Illustration]

	Link 027

	wrapped side-loop link
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	medium wrapped side-loop link
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	long wrapped side-loop link
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	wrapped side-loop-bead link
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	2-bead wrapped side-loop link
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	3-bead wrapped side-loop link
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	wrapped straight-loop link
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	medium wrapped straight-loop link
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	long wrapped straight-loop link
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	large bead wrapped straight-loop link
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	2-bead wrapped straight-loop link
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	3-bead wrapped straight-loop link
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	double wire-wrapped straight-loop link
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	wire-wrapped simple side-loop link
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	3-bead random-wrap straight-loop link
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	small coil link
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	coil link
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	coil-covered simple straight-loop link
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	large wrapped straight-loop link
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	wrapped hook eye link
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	wrapped long loop link
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	wire-wrapped beaded long loop link
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	horseshoe bead link
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	long horseshoe link
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	simple side-loop hook
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	wrapped straight-loop hook
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	wrapped straight-loop hook
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	basic earring hoop link
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	wrapped side-loop hook link
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	wrapped straight-loop hook link




	[image: Illustration]

	Link 057

	double-wire hook link
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	beaded hook link
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	wire-wrapped hook link
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	2 ½-turn spiral hook
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	coiled hook
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	hook-and-eye set
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	long-backed simple side-loop earring wire
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	simple side-loop earring wires
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	open-curve earring wire
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	medium-curved earring wire
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	hairpin earring wire
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	back-turned simple side-loop earring wire
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	centered simple side-loop earring wire
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	right-angle-bend earring wire
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	deep-set right-angle-bend earring wire
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	dropped simple straight-loop earring wire
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	jump ring
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	split ring
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	open-eyelet spiral hoop link
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	medium wire-beaded hoop link
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	medium wire-beaded hoop link
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	coil-covered medium hoop link
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	coil-covered medium bead hoop link
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	large wire-bead-wrapped hoop
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	large wire-bead-wrapped hoop link
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	large open-beaded hoop link
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	wire-wrapped split ring hoop link
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	6-turn wire-wrapped spiral link
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	2-turn spiral link
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	3-turn spiral link
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	4-turn spiral link
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	2-turn 3-turn double-spiral link
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	double 2-turn spiral link
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	double 2 ½-turnspiral link




	[image: Illustration]

	Link 091

	double 3 ½-turn spiral link
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	wire-wrapped center double-hoop link
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	double midwire-spiral link
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	double-spiral bead link
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	3-turn parallel spirals link
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	2-turn parallel spirals link
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	2 ½-turn parallel spirals link
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	3-turn parallel simple side-loop bead link
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	3-turn parallel spiral bead link
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	3-turn spiral bead link
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	parallel simple side-loop bead link
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	3-turn bent-center spiral bead link
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	open U-bend simple side-loop link
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	open U-bend inverted simple side-loop link
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	[image: Illustration]

	Link 108

	long simple hairpin link
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	1 ½-turn spiral hairpin link
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	2-turn double-spiral hairpin link
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	2 ½-turn double-spiral hairpin link
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	3-turn double-spiral hairpin link
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	large U-bend simple hairpin link
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	beaded simple hairpin link
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	3-turn double-spiral hairpin link
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	3-turn spiral wire-wrapped beaded hairpin link
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	locked double-spiral hairpin link
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	3-turn double midwire-spiral hairpin link
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	3 ½-turn double midwire-spiral hairpin link
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	3-turn spiral midwire-circle hairpin link
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	double-spiral wrapped-bead link
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	Link 306

	S-shaped wrapped-bead link
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	Link 307

	beaded-spiral link
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	Link 308

	simple side-loop spiral bead link
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	Link 309

	simple straight-loop open-spiral bead link
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	Link 310

	simple straight-loop spiral bead link
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	Link 311

	beaded open-spiral dangle link
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	Link 312

	wrapped straight-loop spiral-end bead dangle link
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	Link 313

	3-bead spiral-end dangle link
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	Link 314

	hairpin-spiral wrapped-loop bead link
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	Link 315

	hairpin midwire-spiral bead dangle link
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	Link 316

	inverted raindrop-spiral bead link
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	Link 317

	beaded-spiral turn raindrop link
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	Link 318

	double-raindrop bead link
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	Link 319

	spiral double-raindrop bead link
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	Link 320

	beaded-hairpin raindrop link
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	Link 321

	expanded-hairpin bead link
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	Link 322

	compressed hairpin spiral bead link
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	Link 323

	expanded double-hairpin bead link
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	Link 324

	midwire-spiral symmetry bead link
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	Link 325

	midwire 3-turn spiral symmetry bead link
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	Link 326

	coil-covered hairpin link
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	Link 327

	coil-wrapped simple side-loop link
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	Link 328

	wrapped loop-and-bead dangle link
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	Link 329

	spiral-wrapped loop-and-bead link
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	Link 330

	large spiral-wrapped loop-and-bead link
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	Link 331

	wrinkle-wrapped bead dangle
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	Link 332

	coiled-spiral bead link
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	Link 333

	coiled-hairpin bead link
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	Link 334

	coiled-spiral hairpin bead link
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	Link 335

	long wrapped side-loop link
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	Link 336

	long hairpin bead link
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	Link 337

	3-bead hairpin link
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	Link 338

	hairpin bead link
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	Link 339

	3-bead hairpin link
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	Link 340

	beaded-wire-wrapped 5-turn hairpin link
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	Link 341

	3-bead double-triangle hairpin link
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	Link 342

	midwire-circle wrapped-donut link




	[image: Illustration]

	Link 343

	spiral-wrapped donut link
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	Link 344

	3-bead triple-circle jump ring link
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	Link 345

	3-bead simple side-loop large-circle bead link
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	Link 346

	beaded double-spiral hairpin link






3. 14 Basic Bent-Wire Links

Any bent-wire link can be broken down into a small set of individual shapes. How the shapes are arranged and placed determines the type of finished link you create. Those basic shapes include simple and wrapped loops, sharp angles, U-shaped bends, full circles, and even spirals. Let us work through how to create each basic shape. Throughout this section of basic wire shapes, I use 18-gauge wire, my nylon-grip flat-nose pliers, round-nose pliers, bent-nose pliers, and flush cutter.

[image: Illustration]

[image: Illustration]



SIMPLE SIDE-LOOP

[image: Illustration]

The simple side-loop is often the connecting ring at the beginning and/or end (above left)—and sometimes both (below left)—of a wire or bead link and a primary bend for making quick links for long chains.

[image: Illustration]

1 Start with a flush-cut piece of wire approximately 3″ (76mm) long for this practice exercise. Straighten the wire using your nylon-grip flat pliers. Using your round-nose pliers, grip the end of the wire between the two sides of the pliers.

[image: Illustration]

2 Roll the wire around one side of the pliers using the pad of your thumb to press against the pliers. Adjust the wire in the pliers so you can continue rolling the wire around the pliers’ profile.

[image: Illustration]

3 The loop is complete when the bent wire touches the original wire starting point at the flush cut. Use your nylon-grip flat pliers to flatten the loop.



WRAPPED SIDE-LOOP

[image: Illustration]

The wrapped side-loop provides strength in the wrap (above left) while keeping the loop to the side of the wire (below left) instead of centered to the long working wire.

[image: Illustration]

1 Cut a wire 5″ (127mm) long; straighten with your nylon-grip pliers. Grip the wire in your round-nose pliers approximately 1 ½″ (39mm) from the end. Create a simple side-loop around the round-nose pliers. Stop the circular bend when the working end of the wire has crossed the gripped wire at a 90˚ angle.

[image: Illustration]

2 Grip the simple side-loop in your bent-nose pliers. With the pad of your thumb for soft wires or a second pair of pliers for hard wire, roll the end wire around the long wire, completing two to three turns.

[image: Illustration]

3 With your flush cutters, clip the excess wrapping-wire as closely as possible to the wrap. Use your nylon-grip flat pliers or bent-nose pliers to flatten the loop.



SIMPLE STRAIGHT-LOOP

[image: Illustration]

A simple straight-loop (above left) at the beginning and end of a link centers the bead on the working wire (below left) and thus centers the link to the next element.

[image: Illustration]

1 Cut a piece of wire approximately 3″ (76mm) long. Using your nylon grip flat-nose pliers, flush cut the end and straighten. Grip the wire approximately 1 ½″ (39mm) from the end of your bent-nose pliers. Bend the wire across the top edge of the bent-nose pliers to create a sharp right angle. Press the wire into shape using the pad of your thumb tip. Place the right-angle bend of the wire into the round-nose pliers with the angle tightly against the pliers’ side. Where you place the angle bend along the round-nose pliers will determine how large or small a circle bend you will be able to make.

[image: Illustration]

2 Using either your thumb for soft wire or your bent-nose pliers for hard wire, roll the end of the wire around the barrel of the round-nose pliers to create a circle shape. Adjust your wire in the round-nose pliers as often as necessary to complete the circle. You will have excess wire that extends beyond the circle.

[image: Illustration]

3 Using your flush cutter, clip the excess wire where the circle meets the working wire. Then, use your nylon-grip flat pliers or bent-nose pliers to flatten the loop.



WRAPPED STRAIGHT-LOOP

[image: Illustration]

The wrapped straight-loop (above left) locks the beads or link into place (below left) and creates a strong connection.

[image: Illustration]

1 Cut a wire approximately 5″ (127mm) long. Straighten the wire using your nylon-grip pliers. Grip the wire in your bent-nose pliers about 1 ½″ (39mm) from the end. Bend the wire along the top edge of the pliers into a right angle. Use your thumb to press the wire against the pliers. Change to your round-nose pliers and roll the end wire into a simple straight-loop, stopping the circular bend when the working wire is at a 90˚ angle to the held or long wire. Grip the simple straight-loop in your bent-nose pliers.

[image: Illustration]

2 Use your thumb, finger, or another pair of pliers to roll the end wire around the long wire two to three times, creating the wrap. Using your flush cutter, clip the excess end wire as closely as possible to the wrap. You can use your bent-nose pliers to tighten the clipped end to the working wire and adjust the long wire to set the wrapped loop square to the long wire.



RIGHT-ANGLE BEND

[image: Illustration]

The right-angle bend (above left) creates a crisp, sharp turn in the wire. That angle is used in straight-loops to center the loops to the wire and in triangle and star elements (below left).

[image: Illustration]

1 Grip the wire with your bent- or straight-nose pliers at the point in the wire where the bend is needed. Use your fingertips to bend the wire across the top edge of your pliers.

[image: Illustration]

2 To set the angle, use the pad of your thumb or your fingertip to press the wire firmly against the pliers’ edge.



OPEN U-BEND

[image: Illustration]

An open U-bend (above left) allows you to change the direction of your wire element while leaving room between the two sides of the wire for circles, spirals, and other bends (below left).

[image: Illustration]

1 Using your round-nose pliers, grip the wire at the midpoint of the wire where you want to work your open U-bend. With the pad of your thumb, roll the wire along the sides of the bent-nose pliers. Turn the wire in the pliers to work the second side of the bend. Bend each side an equal amount along the side of the pliers.

[image: Illustration]

2 As you work, you can adjust the width of the open angle in this basic bend to create tight or wide angles. This is the primary bend in raindrop-shaped elements.



TIGHT U-BEND

[image: Illustration]

The tight U-bend (above left) creates a hairpin effect in your elements (below left). The bend is worked so that the sides of the wire are curved until the two wire ends are parallel.

[image: Illustration]

1 Work the tight U-bend exactly as you would an open U-bend. Continue bending each side of the wire until the U-bend has become a half-circle, bringing the two sides of the wire parallel to each other.

[image: Illustration]

2 Multiple tight U-bends in an element create a folded-ribbon effect in your links.



TURN-BACK LOOP

[image: Illustration]

With a turn-back loop you can create a loop on one side of your link (above left) that moves the working wire to the opposite side of the link to continue bending the wire (below left).

[image: Illustration]

[image: Illustration]

1 Begin this practice loop with a 3″ (76mm)-long length of wire. Grip the wire at its center with your round-nose pliers. Bend both sides of the wire into a U-bend using your thumb or fingertip to press the wire against the side of the pliers. Continue rolling the wire until the two working wires cross at a 90˚ angle.

[image: Illustration]

2 Flatten the turn-back loop using your nylon-grip or bent-nose pliers.



MIDWIRE-CIRCLE

[image: Illustration]

Midwire-circles (above left) add a little dazzle to your link design and create loops for adding beads in the center of the link (below left).

[image: Illustration]

1 Grip the working wire in your round-nose pliers where you want the outside center point of the midwire circle. Where you place your wire in the round-nose pliers will determine the diameter of your midwire circle. Bend both ends of the working wire into tight U-bends.

[image: Illustration]

2 Continue bending the two sides of the wire around the round-nose pliers until you have completed the circle shape. You may need to readjust the position of your wire in the pliers as you work through the final turn.

[image: Illustration]

3 The two wires should cross over with the two sides of the working wire returned to a straight-line position.



MIDWIRE U-BEND CIRCLE

[image: Illustration]

A midwire U-bend circle (above left) brings the two sides of the working wire into parallel while creating a full circle that can be used for adding bead links (below left).

[image: Illustration]

1 At the midpoint in your working wire, grip the wire with your round-nose pliers.

[image: Illustration]

2 Roll the wire into a midwire-circle.

[image: Illustration]

3 Still holding the midwire-circle in your round-nose pliers, continue to bend the two working wires of the link around the pliers’ side until they are parallel. You will have created a 1 ½ turn with the working wires now in the U-bend position.



MIDWIRE LARGE CIRCLE

[image: Illustration]

The large midwire-circle (above left) creates large open spaces in a link that can be wire-wrapped to give a lacy eyelet effect (below left).

[image: Illustration]

1 For most simple loops and midwire-circles, use your round-nose pliers. For large circles, you can use any form, as in this sample where the circle is being rolled around the base of a marking pen. Hold the working wire against the form where you want the starting point of your circle to be created. Bend the wire around the form, pressing firmly with your fingers to keep the wire tightly shaped.

[image: Illustration]

2 A large midwire-circle may start after a simple side-loop, as shown, or after any hairpin U-bend turn, right-angle bend, or turn-back loop.



SPIRALS

[image: Illustration]

While the large midwire circle adds air space, spirals on any link create dense, tightly packed areas of wire (left).

[image: Illustration]

1 A simple side-loop can quickly be pulled into a full spiral. Grip the end of the wire in your round-nose pliers. Begin to roll a simple side-loop. Instead of touching the working wire when you have completed the full turn around the pliers’ side, as you would for a simple side-loop, guide the curve of the wire over and past the end point.

[image: Illustration]

2 Transfer the link to your bent-nose pliers and continue rolling the working wire around the outside of the simple loop. You can pull or roll as many turns as you wish to increase the size of the spiral.



MIDWIRE-SPIRAL

[image: Illustration]

Spirals (above left) can be worked anywhere in the link to create strong, bold areas of densely packed wire (below left).

[image: Illustration]

1 A midwire-circle can quickly become a midwire-spiral. Grip the working wire where you want to create your midwire-spiral in your round-nose pliers. Create a midwire-circle.

[image: Illustration]

2 Transfer your midwire-circle to your bent-nose pliers. Gently roll the working wire around the outside of the midwire-circle.

[image: Illustration]

3 You can add multiple turns to any midwire-spiral.



TURN-BACK WIRE SPIRAL

[image: Illustration]

No matter how it’s utilized, the double-wire spiral (above left) gives a strong look while adding a little extra interest with its yin-and-yang center (below left).

[image: Illustration]

1 Grip your working wire at the midpoint of the wire length in your round-nose pliers. Create a tight U-bend. Holding both wires where they come out of the pliers gently begin bending the U-bend into a spiral.

[image: Illustration]

2 Transfer the U-bend to your nylon-grip pliers and continue gently easing the wire into the spiral shape. Hold both working wires as you work the spiral—treat them as if they were one wire.

[image: Illustration]

3 As you continue bending and adding turns to the spiral shape, adjust the spiral area in your nylon-grip pliers.



Jump Rings

Jump rings are small single circles of wire created with the round-nose pliers or by cutting single rings from a coil. Jump rings have three basic uses in jewelry making—creating chains, connecting links, and adding sparkle to an area of the jewelry. The jump ring is Link 073 in the Complete Links Chart (here).

[image: Illustration]

[image: Illustration]

1 Flush cut the working end of your wire to ensure you have a square edge. Working with the round-nose pliers, bend the wire into a full circle. Continue the bend slightly beyond the wire’s starting end.

[image: Illustration]

2 Use your flush cutters to clip the working wire at the same point in the circle as the starting end.

[image: Illustration]

3 The completed jump ring is the simplest of links, making a full circle with touching ends.

[image: Illustration]

4 Using your bent-nose pliers, open the ring by pushing one side of the ring away from the second side. Slide the open area over the connecting loop of the last link in your chain or into a U-bend area of a link where you want to place bead dangles. Slide the connecting loop of the next link onto the Link 073, going through the opening. Using your bent-nose pliers, close the opening of the Link 073. Crimp or press the Link 073 to ensure it returns to a flat smooth circle.

[image: Illustration]

5 The simple jump ring creates a strong connection between your bent-wire links.

CREATING MULTIPLE JUMP RINGS

[image: Illustration]

When your project needs only a few jump rings, they are easy to make using your round-nose pliers. For projects that need a large quantity of jump rings, it is quick and easy to first create a coil, and then cut the rings from the coil. This ensures the jump rings for your project are the same size.

[image: Illustration]

1 Thread an extra-long length of wire through your coil maker. Roll the working wire around the shaft of the coil maker until you have wrapped the entire length of wire. This style of coil maker comes with interchangeable shafts of different sizes and shapes. A knitting needle, wooden pencil, a straight-barreled ink pen, or other similar items also work as coil makers.

[image: Illustration]

2 Flush cut the excess wire at the beginning of the coil. Re-clip the end of your coil wire to ensure the end of the wire is flat and square. Lay the side of your flush cutter against the end of the coil. This frees one full turn of the coil. Cut the first full loop of the coil and continue to cut the Link 073s.



Creating the Links

Any link shown in the Complete Link Set is created by combining the 14 Basic Bends. We will work through one sample link, an open-eyelet raindrop link, so you can discover how easy any bent-wire link is to create.

[image: Illustration]
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1 Cut a length of wire approximately 4″ to 5″ (102 to 127mm) long. Grip the end of the wire in your round-nose pliers and roll a simple side-loop.

[image: Illustration]

2 Place the side-loop against a large round form. In this sample, a marking pen is being used. Secure the side-loop with your thumb and roll the working wire around the form until you return to the side-loop.

[image: Illustration]

3 Continue rolling the working wire until you have created a half-turn that places the working wire on the opposite side of the form.

[image: Illustration]

4 Remove the wire from the form.

[image: Illustration]

5 Use your bent-nose pliers to flatten the simple side-loop into the large open-eyelet. Grip the working wire about ¾″ (19mm) from the base of the open-eyelet and create a U-bend. Bring the working wire along the side of the open-eyelet.

[image: Illustration]

6 With your fingers, secure the open-eyelet as you roll the working wire along the top of the link.

[image: Illustration]

7 Grip the working wire in your round-nose pliers at the top of the open-eyelet. Roll the wire into a simple side-loop.

[image: Illustration]

8 The completed link can be connected to your chain through the ending simple side-loop and the U-bend of the raindrop. The open-eyelet area is ready to accept a cluster of bead dangles.

[image: Illustration]

9 Wire-wrap the center open-spiral of this link by working a length of 24- or 26-gauge wire to wire-wrap the center open-spiral of this link by working several tightly packed coils before and after the simple side-loop connection at the top of the link.

[image: Illustration]

10 A few moments of time and a small length of fine wire create this finished wrap, which adds visual interest to the link.



Adding Beads to your Links

Beads are an essential element in jewelry design and can be added to any wire-bent link. This sample spiral bead link will show you the steps to easily add beads anywhere in your wire work.

[image: Illustration]
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1 Cut a length of wire 10″ (254mm) long. Grip the working wire 4 ½″ (114mm) from the end in your bent-nose pliers and bend the wire into a right angle. The extra length of the working wire will be used to create one of the centered bead spirals. Transfer the right angle to your round-nose pliers. Roll the wire into a simple straight-loop. Gripping the simple straight-loop in your bent-nose pliers, wrap the base of the loop two to three times to create a wrapped straight-loop. Do not clip the excess wire.

[image: Illustration]

2 Add a large flat bead—a disc or oval bead works best for this link.

[image: Illustration]

3 Grip the working wire at the top of the bead in your bent-nose pliers and bend to wire into a right angle.

[image: Illustration]

4 Transfer the right angle to your round-nose pliers. Roll a simple straight-loop.

[image: Illustration]

5 Transfer your loop to your bent-nose pliers. Wrap the base of the loop two to three times to create a wrapped straight-loop. Compare the two working wire ends of your link. Use your flush wire cutters to clip the working wires so they are the same length. An even length for each wire will ensure your centered bead spirals will be the same size.

[image: Illustration]

6 Grip one working wire end in your round-nose pliers. Roll a simple side-loop. Transfer the loop to your bent-nose pliers and continue rolling your simple side-loop into a spiral. Roll the spiral until you have used all of your working wire.

[image: Illustration]

7 Set your spiral in the center of one side of your bead.

[image: Illustration]

8 Roll the second wrapped-loop wire into a centered spiral for the opposite side of the bead.



Wire-Wrapping to Strengthen a Link

Wire-wrapping can be used to strengthen an open, airy bend such as those found in the open-eyelet links. As you work the wire-wrap, you can add small seed beads and 2mm round beads easily to enhance the link. I worked this example over a Link 166, made with 1 ⅜″ (35mm) of 18-gauge wire. Because the link is worked off a center U-bend, it can easily be pulled apart. A wire-wrapping worked through the small simple side-loops inside of the eyelets will secure this weak area of the link.

[image: Illustration]

1 Once your link has been created, decide where you want to add the wire-wrap. Here, the wire-wrap will be worked between the two simple side-loops in the center of the eyelet-circles. Cut a length of thinner-gauged wire than used for the link. The most common sizes for wrapping are 24- and 26-gauge.

[image: Illustration]

2 Lay the wrapping-wire over the link, secure the end using your thumb, and then feed the working end of the wrapping-wire through one of the simple side-loops. Tightly pull the wrapping-wire across the back of the link to bend it over the wire of the simple side-loop.

[image: Illustration]

3 Feed the working end through the second simple side-loop. Because you are using wire, not flexible string, you may need to adjust the wrapping-wire loop at the back of the link as you pull the wire through to keep it from bending into a tight U-shape.

[image: Illustration]

4 After you have wrapped the wire several times around the center of the link, you can begin adding beads. Feed the wire through to the front of the link, then slide your bead onto the working wire. You can use your thumb to hold the bead in place as you feed the working wire through to the back of the link.

[image: Illustration]

5 Continue adding one bead with each wrap.

[image: Illustration]

6 After all of the beads have been added, continue your wire-wrap for two to three turns. End with the working wire at the back of the link.

[image: Illustration]

7 Clip the working wire so it lies over the back area of the link but does not extend beyond that area. You want just enough wire to crimp into place to secure the wrap but not so much that the end of the wire can be seen from the front of the link.

[image: Illustration]

8 Use your bent-nose pliers to push the end wire deeply into the wire-wrap on the back. Crimp or press the wire end into place using your bent-nose pliers.

[image: Illustration]

9 The completed link has an open, airy feeling because of the large circles in the eyelets. The center divide between the two large eyelets has been secured with the wire-wrap. A few small beads added to the wrap make this link a center focal point link.



Create a Practice Piece

Practice makes perfect and your practice links can be used to design fun, unique bracelets, earrings, and necklaces.

With any creative or artistic effort, the key is to experiment and practice. That is truly the only way to discover what you like, what you don’t like, and all of the ways you can express yourself.

The individual links that you create during your practice sessions can quickly become new, unique jewelry accents.
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All That Jazz

[One style/variety of beads]
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Hot Summer Night

[Just have fun]
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High Tide

[Mirrored design]
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Emerald City

[Repeating bead color]
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Rainbow Road

[Repeating bead style]
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Easy Going

[Repeating a visual element]




4. Projects

Now that you are familiar with making your own wire bends, it’s time to start creating beautiful bent-wire and beaded jewelry. Try some of the examples I provide in this section, and practice your links many times before committing to a specific project. After practicing, and then practicing more, you will be ready to create your own beautiful pieces. Let your inner artist flow to the surface and create the perfect piece of jewelry for every outfit and event.

[image: Illustration]

As the Whirled Turns

1 Work each step on both earrings at the same time to ensure each wire bends and turns similarly, and both are the same size.

2 Cut two lengths of wire 8″ (203mm) long. Create two Link 186s by gripping the wire at the midpoint with your round-nose pliers. Roll the wire into a midwire-circle. Transfer the midwire-circle to your bent-nose pliers and continue rolling the working wire around the midwire-circle to create a three-turn midwire-spiral. Grip the working wire in your round-nose pliers at one side of the spiral and create a midwire-circle. Clip the excess wire from the midwire-circle to create a simple side-loop. Repeat this step with the other end of the wire to create a simple side-loop on the opposite side of the midwire-spiral.

3 Cut two lengths of wire 5″ (127mm) long. Create two Link 018s using one 14mm flat disc bead for each link. Grip the working wire at the base of the bead in your round-nose pliers and roll the wire into a small tight two-turn coil. Clip the excess wire from the coil.

4 Create two Link 053s. To each Link 053, add one Link 186 by opening the simple side-loop of the spiral. Close the simple side-loop. Join one Link 018 to the bottom of each Link 186 by using the simple side-loop at the bottom of the Link 186. The finished earrings measure 1 ¾″ (44mm) long from the wrapped straight-loop of the Link 053.
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Links used in this project:
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	Link 018

	1-bead simple side-loop link
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	Link 053

	wrapped straight-loop hook
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	Link 186

	midwire-spiral link






Supplies needed for this project:

• 18-gauge wire

• 2 14mm flat disc multicolored beads







Spring Rain

1 Cut two 6″ (152mm)-long pieces of 18-gauge wire, and begin making two Link 295s by first gripping the wire 1 ½″ (38mm) from the end in your bent-nose pliers. Bend a right-angle bend. Transfer the right-angle bend to your round-nose pliers and roll the wire into a simple straight-loop. Use the wire left from the loop to wrap the base of the loop two to three times. Clip the excess wire using your flush wire cutters.

2 Continue making the Link 295s by gripping the working wire at the base of the wrapped straight-loop in your round-nose pliers. Create a partial U-bend, about one-quarter of a full U-bend. Place the working wire below the partial U-bend against a medium-sized form, such as the barrel of an ink pen. Roll the wire around the form for one half turn. This will bring the working wire to point toward the wrapped straight loop at the top of the link. Add 1 6mm glass bead to the working wire. Slide the bead to the top of the half-circle area of the link. Grip the working wire above the bead and roll the wire into a midwire-circle. Clip the excess wire from the midwire-circle to create a simple side-loop.

3 Grip the simple side-loop in your bent-nose pliers and twist the loop slightly to offset it from the rest of the link. Open the simple side-loop and slide it over the beginning wire of the circle. Close the loop.

4 Create two Link 051s. Open the simple side-loop of each link and interlock it to the wrapped straight-loop of each Link 295. The finished earrings measure 1″ (25mm) from the simple side-loop of the Link 051.
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Links used in this project:
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	Link 051

	simple side-loop hook
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	Link 295

	looped-circle bead link






Supplies needed for this project:

• 18- & 20-gauge wire

• 2 6mm glass iridescent beads







Spiral Heart

1 Cut two lengths of 18-gauge wire 9″ (229mm) long to create the spiral-heart links. Create two Link 156s by gripping one end of the working wire in your round-nose pliers and rolling a simple side-loop. Transfer the loop to your bent-nose pliers and continue rolling the working wire to create a 2 ½‑turn spiral. Create this same spiral on the opposite end of the working wire.

2 Work each step on both earrings at the same time to ensure each wire bends and turns similarly, and both are the same size.

3 Measure the wire between the two spirals to find the center point. Grip the center point in your bent-nose pliers and bend the wire into a right-angle bend that allows the sides of the spirals to touch.

4 Working with 20-gauge wire, start with two lengths of wire 6″ (152mm) long and create two Link 152s. Grip the center point of the wire in your round-nose pliers. Create a tight U-bend. Grip both working wires and ease the wires into a full-turn circle around the round-nose pliers. Release the outside working wire and continue rolling the inside working wire for one-half turn. This places the working wires on opposite sides of the link. Create a simple side-loop using your round-nose pliers on the ends of both working wires. Completed, this link measures ¾″ (19mm) long.

5 Still working with 20-gauge wire, create six Link 036s, wrapped straight-loop bead dangles, using the oval and teardrop beads.

6 Create two ¼″ (6mm)-wide Link 073s using 18-gauge wire. Open one Link 073 and thread it through the U-bend in the Link 156. Add two Link 036s to the jump ring. Add one Link 152 to the jump ring through one of its simple side-loops. Close the Link 073.

7 Open the remaining simple side-loop on the Link 152 and add the Link 036. Close the simple side-loop.

8 For each earring, cut a 12″ (305mm) length of 26-gauge wire. Add a beaded wire-wrapping to the spiral-heart link through the two center holes in the spirals. Use one 6mm flat disc bead for the wrapping bead. Clip the excess wire and crimp into place.

9 Create two Link 054s using 20- or 26-gauge wire. Interlock the wrapped loop of the link through one of the center holes of one of the spirals in Link 156. The completed earring from the earring wire-wrapped loop measures 3 ½″ (89mm) long.
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Links used in these projects:
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	Link 036

	large bead wrapped straight-loop link
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	Link 054

	basic earring hoop link
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 152

	turn-back midwire-spiral link
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	Link 156

	spiral heart link






Supplies needed for this project:

• 18- & 20-gauge wire

• 4 6mm × 8mm oval bi-colored glass beads

• 2 12mm × 8mm teardrop-striped beads

• 2 6mm flat disc beads






Merry-Go-Round Bracelet

Beads come with a variety of hole sizes. This bracelet uses three beads that have very large ¼″ (6mm) holes and is a quick and easy project.
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1 Using a coil maker or knitting needle, create a 3/16″-wide-by-6″-long (5mm by 152mm) Link 043. Clip the excess wire from the ends of the link. Holding the two ends of the Link 043 in your fingers, gently stretch or pull the coil until it measures 6 ½″ (165mm) long.

2 Slide the three large-holed glass beads onto the Link 043.

3 Using your bent-nose pliers, bend the last turn on each side of the Link 043 into a connecting loop. Add a ¼″ (6mm) Link 073 to one of the connecting loops and a Link 051 to the other.


Links used in this project:
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	Link 043

	coil link
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	Link 051

	simple side-loop hook
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	Link 073

	jump ring






Supplies needed for this project:

• 18-gauge wire

• 3 14mm large-holed orange striped glass beads







Plum Frost

This quick and simple chain bracelet is wonderful used alone or can quickly accept multiple bead dangles and bent-wire link accents to create a full-packed beaded bracelet. It measures 7 ½″ (191mm) long.
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1 Using 16-gauge wire, create a ¼″-wide-by-2 ½″-long (6mm by 64mm) coil. Cut twenty-three Link 073s from the coil.

2 Create eight Link 135s, each measuring ¾″ (19mm) long.

3 Using a 1″ (25mm)-long piece of 16-gauge wire, create one Link 054. Work the wrapped straight-loop of the link through a U-bend in one of the Link 135s.

4 Join the other U-bend of this Link 135 to the U-bend of another Link 135 using one of the Link 073s created earlier. Join these two links so the U-bends face the same direction.

5 Continue adding Link 135s to the chain using the Link 073s until there are no more Link 135s remaining. Check that each link is in the same position as the first link.

6 Take the first Link 135 of the chain and work a Link 073 into the opening in one of the simple side-loops and through the U-bend below that loop. This locks the simple side-loop to its adjacent U-bend, making this an extremely strong chain. Continue locking the simple side-loops of each Link 135 to their neighboring U-bends using the remaining jump rings.

7 Using 18-gauge wire, create two Link 265s, incorporating one 6mm crow roller that measures ½″ (13mm) long in each link. As you create these links, work the wrapped straight-loop of each through the wrapped straight-loop of the Link 054.

8 Using 18-gauge wire, create a 1″ (25mm)-long Link 272, incorporating the 8mm marble round bead. As you create this link, work the wrapped straight-loop through the wrapped straight-loop of the Link 054, between the two Link 265s already attached to that loop.


Links used in this project:
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	Link 054

	basic earring hoop link
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 135

	doublehairpin link
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	Link 265

	crimped-end bead dangles
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	Link 272

	wrapped-donut straight-loop-dangle link






Supplies needed for this project:

• 16- & 18-gauge wire

• 2 6mm purple crow rollers

• 1 8mm purple marble round bead






Deep Sea Adventure

Green beads combined with hairpin turns echo the ocean’s waves in Deep Sea Adventure. The finished necklace is 7 ½″ (191mm) long.
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1 Create three 1″ (25mm)-long Link 036s using the 12mm flat foil-lined glass beads.

2 Bend two 1″ (25mm)-wide Link 137s, using five U-bends for each hairpin link.

3 Create one ¾″ (18mm)-wide Link 107.

4 Create two ¼″ (6mm)-wide links 073s.

5 Create one Link 058 using the 20mm-by-18mm fish bead. As you work the wrapped straight-loop of the Link 058, interlock the loop with a loop on one of the Link 036s.

6 Using the simple side-loops of the Link 137 as your connecting loops, add one Link 137, one Link 036, one Link 137, and the last Link 036 with the attached Link 058 to the chain.

7 Connect the Link 107 to the wrapped straight-loop of the last Link 036 using one Link 073 for each simple side‑loop of the hairpin.


Links used in this project:
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	Link 036

	large bead wrapped straight-loop link
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	Link 058

	beaded hook link
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 107

	simple hairpin link
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	Link 137

	5-turn hairpin link






Supplies needed for this project:

• 16-gauge wire

• 3 12mm square flat foil-lined glass beads

• 1 20mm × 18mm glass fish bead
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Bold Statement

With its large coils and multiple spirals, Bold Statement is just that, providing an attractive adjustable-length necklace for casual wear. The necklace is adjustable in size, with a maximum length of 24″ (610mm).
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1 Using a household wooden spoon with a ½″ (13mm)-diameter handle, create a coil roll approximately 4″ (102mm) long. From the coil, cut two sections nine turns long. Bend the end turns to create connection loops. Using your bent-nose pliers, pull the coils apart until each link measures 1 ½″ (38mm) from connecting loop to connecting loop. You now have two Link 043s.

2 Bend two 1″ (25mm)-long Link 089s.

3 Create two ½″ (25mm)-high Link 304s that measure 1″ (25mm) long.

4 Make one Link 135 hairpin that uses two spiral turns on one side and 2 ½ turns to the spiral on the second side that measures 1 ½″ (38mm).

5 Create four ⅜″ (10mm)-wide Link 073s.

6 Join the links by joining one Link 043, one Link 089, one Link 073, one Link 304, one Link 073, one Link 135, one Link 073, one Link 304, one Link 073, one Link 089, and ending with one Link 043. The wire link chain measures 8 ½″ (216mm) long.

7 Cut a 20″ (508mm) length of black 2mm rattail cord. Feed one end through the connecting loop on the end of the Link 043. Tie a simple-slide knot. Repeat this step with the second side of the rattail cord on the opposite end of the wire-link chain.

8 Make four Link 073s. Open the Link 073s and slide them over the turn-back area of the rattail cord. Close the links.


Links used in this project:
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	Link 043

	coil link
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 089

	double 2-turn spiral link
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	Link 135

	double-hairpin link
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	Link 304

	open-cage link






Supplies needed for this project:

• 12-gauge wire

• 20″ (508mm) 2mm







Rollacoaster Necklace

1 Work the wire over a ⅜″ (10mm) form to make one 2″ (51mm)-long Link 043. Stretch the coil out until it measures 3″ (76mm) long. Bend one end of the coil to create a connecting loop. Insert the 10 6mm glass beads into the coil. Bend the other end of the coil to create a connecting loop and lock the beads inside of the coil.

2 Make two 1″ (25mm)-long Link 121s.

3 Make six ½″ (13mm)-long Link 112s.

4 Make one Link 043 measuring ⅜″ wide by 2″ long (10mm by 51mm). Cut the coil into twenty-two Link 073s.

5 Make the necklace’s hook and eye by bending one Link 033 and one Link 054.

6 Working from the connecting loops of the Link 043 and following the photo for placement, create the side chains by adding the following links in order: three Link 073s, one Link 121 joined through the midwire-circle, one Link 112 joined by working one Link 073 through each of the spiral openings of the Link 112 and the simple loops of the Link 121. Add one Link 073 to the U-bend area of the Link 112. Add another Link 112 to the same Link 073, also attached at the U-bend, but facing the opposite direction of the previous link. Add a third Link 112, working two Link 073s through the spiral openings of the link to connect it to the spirals of the previous Link 112. Add three Link 073s. Add the Link 033 to finish the chain. Create the other side chain by joining the remaining links in the same order. Finish the chain with the Link 054.
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Links used in this project:
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	Link 033

	wrapped straight-loop link
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	Link 043

	coil link
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	Link 054

	basic earring hoop link
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 112

	3-turn double-spiral hairpin link
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	Link 121

	midwire-circle simple side-loop hairpin link






Supplies needed for this project:

• 18-gauge wire

• 10 6mm green swirl glass beads






Sand Dunes

The necklace in this set features three different spiral turn-back links. The gold frosted amber diamond beads provide a touch of angular contrast to the multitudes of spiral curves. The necklace measures 18 ½″ (470mm) long, and the bracelet is 7 ½″ (191mm) long.
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NECKLACE CHAIN LINKS:

1 Cut a 15″ (381mm)-long piece of 16-gauge wire and create one Link 192 by gripping the end of the working wire in your round-nose pliers. Roll the wire into a simple side-loop. Transfer the loop to your bent-nose pliers and continue rolling the loop into a five-turn spiral. Grip the working wire in your round-nose pliers at the base of the spiral and roll the wire into a turn-back loop. Bring the working wire across the top of the spiral to the opposite side of the link. Grip the working wire in your round-nose pliers and roll the wire into a turn-back loop. Bring the working wire to the back of the link. Grip the working wire in your round-nose pliers and create a U-bend that points the working wire back toward the last turn-back loop. Thread the working wire through the center hole of the spiral to bring it back to the front of the link. Clip the working wire to a length of 3″ (76mm). Grip the end of the working wire in your round-nose pliers and loop the wire into a two-and-a-half-turn spiral. This small spiral sits on top of the large center spiral.


Links used in this project:



	[image: Illustration]

	Link 023

	long simple straight-loop link
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	Link 033

	wrapped straight-loop link
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	Link 036

	large bead wrapped straight-loop link
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	Link 043

	coil link
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	Link 052

	wrapped straight-loop hook
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 085

	2-turn spiral link
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	Link 093

	double midwire-spiral link
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	Link 119

	3-turn double midwire-spiral hairpin link
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	Link 191

	locked-ends midwire-spiral turn-back link
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	Link 192

	threaded turn-back loop double-spiral link
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	Link 193

	turn-back loop spiral hairpin link
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	Link 294

	encircled bead dangle link






Supplies needed for this project:

• 16-, 20- & 26-gauge wire

• 5 24 × 16mm diamond foil lampwork beads
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2 Cut two 15″ (381mm)-long pieces of 16-gauge wire and create two Link 119s by gripping the working wire 3 ½″ (89mm) from the end with your round-nose pliers and rolling a midwire-spiral with four full turns. Grip the working wire ¾″ (19mm) from the spiral in your round-nose pliers and create a U-bend. Create a simple side-loop 1″ (25mm) from the U-bend. Clip the excess wire from the simple side-loop. Grip the end of the other length of working wire in your round-nose pliers. Roll this portion of the wire into a two-and-a-half-turn spiral. This small spiral sits on top of the large midwire-spiral.

3 Cut two 12″ (305mm)-long pieces of 16-gauge wire and create two Link 193s by gripping the end of the working wire in your round-nose pliers and rolling it into a simple side-loop. Transfer the loop to your bent-nose pliers and continue rolling the loop into a four-turn spiral. Grip the working wire ½″ (13mm) from the spiral and create a turn-back loop. Bring the working wire from the turn-back loop behind the spiral to the opposite side of the link. Grip the working wire where it emerges from behind the spiral in your round-nose pliers. Roll the wire into a U-bend turn that places the working wire on top of the link at the bottom edge of the spiral. Grip the working wire where it touches the spiral and create a U-bend. Grip the working wire ½″ (13mm) from the last U-bend, which should be just beyond the edge of the spiral, and create a simple side-loop. Clip the excess wire from the simple side-loop.

4 Cut two 4″ (102mm)-long pieces of 16-gauge wire and create two Link 023s.

5 Create two Link 036s using one 24 × 16mm diamond foil lampwork bead for each link.

6 Using 16-gauge wire, create one Link 033, which will act as your hook eye.

7 Using 16-gauge wire, create one Link 052.

8 Using 16-gauge wire, create a ¼″-wide-by-2″-long (6mm by 51mm) Link 043. Cut this coil into ten Link 073s.

9 Using one Link 073 for each connection, join the links in the following pattern, working from the hook end to the eye end of the necklace: one Link 052, one Link 023, one Link 193, one Link 036, one Link 119, one Link 192, one Link 119, one Link 036, one Link 193, one Link 023, and ending with one Link 033.

NECKLACE CENTER BEAD DANGLE:

1 Cut a 10″ (254mm)-long piece of 16-gauge wire and create one Link 294 by making a wrapped straight-loop in one end of the working wire. Clip the excess wire from the wrapping process. Slide a 24 × 16mm diamond foil lampwork bead onto the working wire. Bend the wire at the base of the bead into a right-angle bend. Hold the link against a large 1″ (25mm)-wide form and roll the working wire into a large open-eyelet circle. Remove the link from the form and bend the open-eyelet circle up to surround the bead. Create a simple side-loop ½″ (13mm) from the open circle in the working wire. Clip the excess wire from the simple side-loop. Open the simple side-loop and thread it onto the open-eyelet circle.

2 Cut a 10″ (254mm) length of 26-gauge wire. Create a loose random wire wrapping over the base of the wrapped straight-loop, catching the top of the open eyelet in the wrapping. This wrapping has about fifteen loops. Clip and crimp the ends of the wrapping wire.

3 Using 16-gauge wire, create one ¼″ (6mm)-wide Link 073. Use the Link 073 to join the Link 294 bead dangle to the small spiral in the Link 192.

[image: Illustration]

BRACELET:

1 Cut two pieces of 16-gauge wire 12″ (305mm) long, and create two Link 093s by gripping the working wire 2″ (51mm) from one end in your round-nose pliers. Roll the wire into a midwire-spiral with three full turns. Grip the working wire ¼″ (6mm) from the spiral and create a second midwire-spiral, also with three full turns. Create a simple side-loop at the end of the second midwire-spiral. Clip the excess wire from this simple side-loop. Grip the original end of the working wire before the first midwire-spiral and create a simple side-loop. Clip the excess wire from this simple side-loop.

2 Create one Link 119 as described in the necklace instructions using 16-gauge wire.

3 Cut a 12″ (305mm)-long piece of 16-gauge wire and create one Link 191 by gripping the end of the wire in your round-nose pliers and rolling it into a simple side-loop. Transfer the loop to your bent-nose pliers and continue rolling the loop to create a one-and-a-half-turn spiral. Grip the working wire ½″ (13mm) from the simple side-loop in your round-nose pliers and create a three-turn midwire-spiral. Grip the working wire ¼″ (6mm) from the midwire-spiral and create a turn-back loop. Bring the working wire from the turn-back loop below the spiral, returning the wire to the original one-and-a-half-turn spiral side of the link. Grip the working wire ½″ (13mm) from the side of the spiral and create a simple side-loop. Clip the excess wire from the simple side-loop. Open this simple side-loop and thread it onto the one-and-a-half-turn spiral at the beginning of the link.

4 Create one Link 052 using 16-gauge wire.

5 Use 16-gauge wire to create seven ¼″ (6mm)-wide Link 073s.

6 Join the bracelet links in the following order: one Link 052, one Link 073, one Link 093, one Link 073, one Link 119, four Link 073s in a chain, one Link 191, one Link 073, and ending with one Link 093. The simple side-loop at the end of the last Link 093 acts as your hook eye.

BRACELET DANGLES:

1 Create two Link 036s using one 24 × 16mm lampwork bead for each link.

2 Create one Link 085, adding a wrap to the center of the link between the simple side-loop and the spiral.

3 Attach the Link 036s and the Link 085 to any of the Link 073s used to create the four-link chain in the center of the bracelet.

EASY OPTIONS:

You can easily create matching earrings for this set by using 16-gauge wire to create two Link 119s, as described in the directions for the necklace, and using 20-gauge wire to create two Link 052s. Attach the Link 119s to the Link 052s at the U-bend of the Link 119s.
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Ocean Waves

Ocean Waves uses a series of spiral links that have an increasing number of turns to their spirals. Jump rings make joining this 20″ (508mm) necklace chain easy.
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Links used in this project:
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	Link 015

	simple side-loop link
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	Link 033

	wrapped straight-loop link
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	Link 043

	coil link
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	Link 053

	wrapped straight-loop hook
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 087

	4-turn spiral link
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	Link 152

	turn-back midwire-spiral link






Supplies needed for this project:

• 18-gauge wire




SIDE NECK CHAINS:

1 Create two side neck chains of eight ½″ (13mm)-long Link 015s. Create one Link 033 and join it to the end of one chain. Create one Link 053 and join it to the end of the second chain.

FOCAL POINT CHAIN:

1 Start with a 20″ (508mm) length of wire and create one Link 152. This centerpiece link uses three full double-wire turns before the two simple side-loops are created. The finished link is 1 ¾″ long by 1″ wide (44mm by 25mm). Cut two 2″ (51mm) lengths of wire and create a tight small U-bend ½″ (13mm) from the end of one wire. Slip this bend through one of the open holes in the Link 152 spiral center. Crimp the U-bend to tighten it to the spiral. Using your bent-nose pliers, bend the outside part of the working wire over the outer edge of the spiral. Crimp this bend to tightly lock it to the spiral. On the back side of the Link 152, clip the excess wire from the working wire where the second portion of this wire crosses or intersects the first. Repeat this step with the second 2″ (51mm) wire on the opposite side of the Link 152.

2 Create five sets of Link 087s, one set containing two-turn spirals, one set containing two-and-a-half-turn spirals, one set containing three-and-a-half-turn spirals, one set containing four-and-a-half-turn spirals, and one set containing five-and-a-half-turn spirals.

3 Create a 2″-long-by-¼″-wide (51mm by 6mm) Link 043. Cut the coil into Link 073s.

4 Working from the end without the hook and eye links, and using one Link 073 per connection, join one two-turn spiral link, one two-and-a-half turn spiral link, one three-and-a-halfturn spiral link, one four-and-a-half-turn spiral link, and one five-and-a-half-turn spiral link to one of the side neck chains. Join this chain to one simple side-loop of the Link 152 using a Link 073. The Link 087s are joined to each other through the simple side-loop on one side of each link and through the outside spiral arm on the opposite side. Repeat this step with the second side neck chain.

5 The finished sample for Ocean Waves was dipped in Liver of Sulfur, a chemical that causes copper to tarnish to a deep brown sepia color in seconds. Please read the direction of use on your can or container of Liver of Sulfur if you wish to create this same effect.



Gingersnap

Gingersnap, a fine wire choker, places a 2″ (51mm) coil at the base of the throat. Double spirals captured in a raindrop link accent the sides of the coils. A simple side-loop and jump ring chain complete this easy project, which measures 17″ (432mm) in length.
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Links used in this project:
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	Link 015

	simple side-loop link
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	Link 033

	wrapped straight-loop link
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	Link 043

	coil link
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	Link 055

	wrapped side-loop hook link
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 202

	double-spiral raindrop link






Supplies needed for this project:

• 20-gauge wire
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FOCAL POINT LINKS:

1 Create one Link 043 coil link measuring ¼″ wide by 2″ long (6mm by 51mm). Bend the end coils into connecting loops using your bent-nose pliers.

2 Cut a 12″ (305mm) length of wire and create one Link 202. Roll the end of the working wire into a simple side-loop using your round-nose pliers. Transfer the loop to your bent-nose pliers and continue rolling the loop into a five-turn spiral. Grip the working wire ¼″ (6mm) from the base of the spiral and create an open U-bend hairpin turn. Slide one of the connecting loops of the Link 043 coil link onto the working wire. Roll the working wire to the top center point of the center spiral. Clip the working wire to 3″ (76mm) long. Grip the end of the working wire in your round-nose pliers and roll the wire into a two-and-a-half-to three-turn spiral.

3 Repeat step 2, creating a second Link 202 that captures the remaining connecting loop of the center Link 043 in the U-bend hairpin turn.

SIDE NECK CHAINS:

1 Work one side neck chain at a time. Create eight Link 015s. Create one ¼″-wide-by-2″-long coil (6mm by 51mm). Cut the coil into equally sized Link 073s. Create one side chain using the eight Link 015s joined with one Link 073 between each one.

2 Use one ¼″ (6mm)-wide Link 073 to join the side neck chain to one spiral end of one Link 202.

3 Repeat these steps for the second side neck chain.

4 Create one Link 033 to be used as your hook eye. Join this to the end of one side neck chain using one Link 073.

5 Create one Link 055. Join the Link 055 to the remaining side neck chain end using one Link 073 jump ring.



Simple Elegance

Open eyelet links joined by jump rings create a Victorian-style choker measuring 16 ½″ (419mm) long. Small beads dangle from the U-bends of the open eyelets to add a delicate touch.
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Links used in this project:
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	Link 033

	wrapped straight-loop link
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	Link 043

	coil link
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	Link 051

	simple side-loop hook
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 165

	open hairpin-bend center open-eyelet link
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	Link 265

	crimped-end bead dangles






Supplies needed for this project:

• 16- & 20-gauge wire

• 24 3mm assorted color tube beads





1 Using 20-gauge wire, create twenty-four Link 265s with one 3mm tube bead on each link.

2 Using 16-gauge wire, create one Link 051 measuring 1″ (25mm) long.

3 Use 16-gauge wire to create one Link 033 measuring ¾″ (19mm) long. This will become the hook eye for the necklace.

4 Cut seven pieces of 16-gauge wire 9 ½″ (241mm) long. Use the wire pieces to create seven Link 165s. This link is made by working the wire over a 1″ (25mm)-wide form, such as the barrel of a large marking pen. The U-bend of this link is ⅜″ (10mm) below the open eyelets.

5 As you bend the Link 165s, create one open eyelet on one side of the link. Slide three of the Link 265s onto the working wire. Continue working the link by creating the second open eyelet using the remaining end of the working wire. When you create the center U-bend, simply move the Link 265s out of the way of your round-nose pliers. When you have finished making the Link 165, the three Link 265s should be located at the center of the U-bend. On one Link 165, add the Link 051 in addition to the three Link 265s. On another Link 165, add the Link 033 in addition to the crimped-end bead dangles.

6 Check to make sure each Link 165 measures 2″ (51mm) long. Because you have placed three Link 265s on each of the seven Link 165s, you should have three Link 265s left unused when you complete the previous step.

7 Use 16-gauge wire to create a ¼″-wide-by-2″-long (6mm by 51mm) Link 043. Cut the coil into twenty Link 073s.

8 Join the seven Link 165s into a chain using two Link 073s for each connection. Begin this chain using the Link 165 that has the Link 051 attached to it, and end the chain using the Link 165 that has the Link 033 attached. Make sure the Link 051 and the Link 033 are facing each other so the chain can be closed. The finished chain will measure 16 ½″ (419mm) long.

9 Create a chain of six Link 073s. Join the top Link 073 to the last wrapped loop of the Link 033. Add the three remaining Link 265s to the last Link 073 of this chain.
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Love’s Reflection

A large abalone shell heart is suspended by a coil-end horseshoe link from a simple side-loop link in Love’s Reflection. Blue green porcelain beads add the color accents to this necklace, bracelet, and earring set. The necklace is 18″ (457mm) long, the bracelet 7 ¼″(184mm) long, and the earrings 3″ (76) long.
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Links used in this project:
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	Link 023

	long simple straight-loop link
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	Link 024

	1-bead simple straight-loop link
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	Link 026

	3-bead simple straight-loop link
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	Link 033

	wrapped straight-loop link
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	Link 043

	coil link
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	Link 049

	horseshoe bead link
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	Link 051

	simple side-loop hook
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	Link 052

	wrapped straight-loop hook
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 185

	turn-back loop spiral link
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	Link 265

	crimped-end bead dangles






Supplies used in this project:

• 16-, 20- & 26-gauge wire

• 8 12mm porcelain round beads

• 8 6mm porcelain round beads

• 1 50mm abalone heart




FOCAL POINT CHAIN:

1 Create one ¼″ (6mm)-wide Link 073 using 16-gauge wire and thread it through the hole in the top of the abalone shell heart bead.

2 Cut a 4″ (102mm) length of 16-gauge wire. Grip the center of the wire in your round-nose pliers and bend the wire into an open U-bend. Place the working wire sides against a small ¼″ (6mm)-wide form with the U-bend area ¼″ (6mm) below the form. Roll the two end wires around the form for five full turns. Clip the excess wire from both sides at the ends of the coils. This creates a coil-ended Link 049.

3 Join the Link 073 attached to the abalone shell heart bead to the center U-bend of the Link 049.

4 Cut a 2 ½″ (64mm)-long length of 16-gauge wire. Slide the wire through the center of the two coils of the Link 049. Grip the ends of this wire in your round-nose pliers and create a simple side-loop on each end of the wire, both facing in the same direction.

5 Create two Link 185s using a 10″ (254mm) length of 16-gauge wire and a 4 ½-turn center spiral. Cut a 10″ (254mm) length of 26-gauge wire. Wrap the spiral hole of this link with ten tightly packed coil wraps. Clip and crimp the wrapping-wire.

6 Create two Link 026s using 16-gauge wire, adding one 6mm porcelain bead, one 12mm porcelain bead, and one 6mm porcelain bead, in that order, to each.

7 Create two long Link 023s using 6″ (152mm) of 16-gauge wire each.

8 Using 16-gauge wire, create one Link 033 that will act as your hook eye.

9 Create one Link 051 using 16-gauge wire.

10 Create a ¼″-wide-by-2″-long (6mm by 51mm) Link 043 using 16-gauge wire. Cut the coil into Link 073s.

11 Join the necklace links using one Link 073 for each connection in the following order: one Link 033, one 6″ (152mm) long Link 023, one Link 026, one Link 185, the Link 049 with the abalone heart bead, one Link 185, one Link 026, one 6″ (152mm) long Link 023, and one Link 051.

BRACELET:

1 Create four Link 026s using 16-gauge wire and one 12mm porcelain bead for each.

2 Create one 2″ (51mm)-long Link 023 using 16-gauge wire.

3 Create one Link 051 using 16-gauge wire.

4 Join the links to the bracelet using one Link 073 for each connection, joining first the four Link 026s, adding the one 2″-long (51mm) Link 023, and ending with the Link 051.

EARRINGS:

1 Work one earring at a time. Create one Link 052 using 20-gauge wire.

2 Using 16-gauge wire, create three Link 024s that are 1″ (25mm) long, 1 ¼″ (32mm) long, and 1 ½″ (38mm) long.

3 Using 16-gauge wire, create three Link 265s. Use one 6mm porcelain bead and one 12mm porcelain bead for each.

4 Using one ¼″ (6mm)-wide Link 073 created from 16-gauge wire, connect one Link 265 6mm bead link to the 1 ½″ (38mm)-long Link 024, one Link 265 6mm bead link to the 1 ¼″ (32mm)-long Link 024, and the Link 265 12mm bead link to the 1″ (25mm)-long Link 024.

5 Join all three Link 024s using one ¼″-wide Link 073. Join the Link 024 to the Link 052.

6 Repeat steps for the second earring.
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Blue Denim Dreams

This eclectic Blue Denim Dreams necklace, bracelet, and earring set gives you a chance to sample many varieties of link styles. The repetition of blue glass beads holds these individual projects together as a set.


Links used in this project:
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	Link 018

	1-bead simple side-loop link
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	Link 023

	long simple straight-loop link
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	Link 036

	large bead wrapped straight-loop link
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	Link 043

	coil link
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	Link 050

	long horseshoe link
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	Link 051

	simple side-loop hook
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	Link 063

	long-backed simple side-loop earring wire
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	Link 073

	jump ring
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	Link 141

	hairpin bead link
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	Link 185

	turn-back loop spiral link
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	Link 212

	2 ½-turn-spiral double-raindrop hairpin turn link
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	Link 235

	triangle raindrop hairpin link
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	Link 322

	compressed hairpin spiral bead link






Supplies needed for necklace:

• 12-gauge wire

• 18-gauge wire

• 2 10mm turquoise glass round beads

• 2 10mm oval clear glass lampwork beads

• 1 10mm oval dark blue lampwork bead

• 1 24mm × 14mm tube lampwork bead

• 4 4mm medium blue round beads

• 1 8mm light blue round bead

• 1 8mm light blue lampwork bead

• 1 14mm square dark blue bead

• 2 12mm oval light blue glass beads





NECKLACE FOCAL POINT CHAIN:

1 Create two Link 235s using 4” (102mm) of 12-gauge wire each. Begin the link with a right-angle bend ½” (13mm) from the end of the working wire with your bent-nose pliers. The right-angle bends in this link fall closer to a 60° angle to create the triangle shape. Create a second right-angle bend ½” (13mm) from the first. Create a right-angle bend ¾” (19mm) from the second. The fourth right-angle bend is worked ¾” (19mm) from the third. Grip the working wire ⅜” (10mm) from the last right-angle bend in your round-nose pliers and create a U-bend hairpin turn. Clip the working wire to 1 ½” (38mm) from the U-bend turn and roll the end of the working wire into a simple side-loop.

2 Create one Link 141 using 12-gauge wire and one 24mm-by-14mm tube lampwork bead. The link starts with an 8” (203mm) length of wire. Slide the bead onto the wire, moving it to the center point of the wire. Grip the working wire at one side of the bead in your round-nose pliers and roll the wire into a U-bend hairpin turn. Grip the working wire ½” (13mm) from the first U-bend hairpin turn and create a second U-bend hairpin. Clip the working wire to 2” (53mm) long. Grip the end of the working wire in your round-nose pliers and roll the wire into a spiral. Stop the spiral ½” (13mm) from the last U-bend hairpin turn. Repeat these steps for the second side of the working wire. Compress the hairpin links so they sit tightly on top of the tube lampwork bead.

3 Create two ¼” (6mm)-wide Link 073s using 12-gauge wire. Use one Link 073 to join the Link 235s through the bottom right-angle bend to the spiral holes of the Link 141.

4 Create one Link 023 using 4” (102mm) of 12-gauge wire and three 10mm oval glass beads. Create a simple straight-loop in one end of the wire. Slide the three oval beads onto the wire. Create a simple straight-loop at the opposite end of the working wire. Gently hold the end simple side-loops of this link and curve the center wire section into a half-circle.

5 Create two ¼” (6mm)-wide Link 073s using 12-gauge wire. Join the Link 023 to the Link 235s through their inside triangles.

6 Using 18-gauge wire, create one Link 043 that is ⅛”-wide-by-3”-long (3mm by 76mm). Hold the ends of the coil and stretch it to measure 5” (127mm) long.

7 Starting with 8” (203mm) of 12-gauge wire, create one Link 023. Create a simple straight-loop in one end of the working wire. Slide the stretched Link 043 onto the working wire. Create a simple straight-loop at the end of the coil in the working wire. Clip the excess wire from the simple straight-loop. Curve the link

8 Create two ¼” (6mm)-wide Link 073s using 12-gauge wire. Use the Link 073s to join the Link 023 to the Link 235s through the tight U-bends next to the simple side-loops of the triangle links.

9 Create two Link 036s using 12-gauge wire and one 10mm turquoise glass bead for each.

10 Create two ¼” (6mm)-wide Link 073s using 12-gauge wire and join the Link 036s to the Link 235s through the simple side-loop at the end of the triangle links.

11 Create a chain of fourteen 1 ¼” (32mm) Link 023s using 12-gauge wire joined with one ¼” (6mm)-wide Link 073 made from 12-gauge wire between each link.

12 Create two ¼” (6mm)-wide Link 073s using 12-gauge wire. Join the Link 023 chain ends to the focal point chain through the end-wrapped straight-loop of the last Link 036. The finished necklace measures 26” (660mm) long.

BRACELET:

1 Create one Link 051 using 12-gauge wire.

2 Using 8” (203mm) of wire, create one Link 185 using 12-gauge wire. Create a 3-turn spiral in the end of the wire. Roll the working wire into a turn-back loop. Hold the spiral in your hand and bend the working wire from the turn-back loop under the spiral to the opposite side of the link. Create a simple side-loop. Clip the excess wire.

3 Create one Link 212 using 10” (254mm) of 12-gauge wire. Add three 4mm round glass beads to the outer raindrop wire as you make this link. Create one Link 212 using one 4mm round glass bead to the outer raindrop.

4 Create one Link 018 using 12-gauge wire and one 14mm square bead.

5 Create one Link 018 using 12-gauge wire and one 8mm round bead.

6 Create one Link 141 using 8” (203mm) 12-gauge wire and one 8mm lampwork bead.

7 Create seven ¼” (6mm)-wide Link 073s using 12-gauge wire. Join the links to the bracelet using one Link 073 between each link in the following order: one Link 051, one Link 185, one Link 212, one Link 018, one Link 141, one Link 018 and end with one Link 212. Add the last Link 073 to the U-bend of the last Link 212. The finished bracelet measures 8” (203mm) long.

EARRINGS:

1 Create two Link 023s using 12-gauge wire and one 12mm oval bead each. The link measures 1 ½” (38mm) long.

2 Starting with 4” (102mm) of 12-gauge wire, create two Link 050s. Create a simple straight-loop on both ends of the wire. Roll the center point of the wire around a large 1” (25mm)‑wide form to create a half-circle bend in the link. Compress the simple straight-loop area of these links so the loops are within ¼” (6mm) of each other.

3 Create two ¼” (6mm)-wide Link 073s using 12-gauge wire.

4 Place one simple straight-loop of one Link 023 between the simple straight-loops of one Link 050. Thread one ¼” (6mm)‑wide Link 073 through all three simple straight-loops.

5 Starting with 4” (102mm) of 18- or 20-gauge wire, create one Link 063. Create a small tight U-bend in one end of the wire. The U-bend will latch to the back wire of the earring wire loop. Create a right-angle bend ⅛” (3mm) from the tight U-bend. Create a second U-bend ¼” (6mm) from the first. This second U-bend will hold the jump ring of the earring bead dangle. Place the working wire against a medium-sized ½” (13mm)-wide form and roll the wire into a half-circle. Clip the end of the working wire 1” (25mm) from the half-circle bend. Create a gentle curve in this back earring wire. Join the bead dangle to the earring wire by threading the jump ring through the second U-bend of the earring wires. Each earring measures 1 ¾” (44mm) long from the earring wire bend.
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More Great Project Books from Fox Chapel Publishing
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Easy & Elegant Beaded Copper Jewelry

How to Create Beautiful Fashion Accessories from a Few Basic Steps

By Lora S. Irish

Learn to make affordable and stylish copper wire jewelry with just a few simple tools, beads and some wire.

ISBN 978-1-56523-514-4

$24.95 • 256 Pages
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Simple Beginnings: Soldering Jewelry

A Step-by-Step Guide to Creating Your Own Necklaces, Bracelets, Rings & More

By Suzann Sladcik Wilson

Learn safe and easy soldering techniques to create your own custom jewelry. Includes projects for beginner, intermediate, and advanced craft enthusiasts.

ISBN 978-1-57421-416-1

$14.99 • 96 Pages
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Bead by Bead

The Passion of Beading with Delicas

By Alice Korach

These decorative projects for earrings, necklaces and bracelets will appeal to a spectrum of tastes and styles.

ISBN 978-1-57421-660-8

$16.99 • 48 Pages
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Wire Art for Kids

By Suzanne McNeill

Learn to twist and twirl soft wire to make colorful jewelry and fun critters, with over 60 projects and easy, step-by-step instructions.

ISBN 978-1-57421-435-2

$9.99 • 32 Pages
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Simple Beginnings: Beading

A Step-by-Step Guide for Creating Your Own Custom Jewelry

By Suzann Sladcik Wilson

Use this book to make bracelets, necklaces, watches, earrings, and more, all in your own unique, creative style.

ISBN 978-1-57421-415-4

$14.99 • 96 Pages
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Jewelry With Wire

Necklaces, Bracelets, Earrings & More!

By Suzanne McNeill

Learn to bend 20-gauge silver wire into imaginative swirls and curls, then add a few beads to create fabulous jewelry.

ISBN 978-1-57421-239-6

$8.99 • 16 Pages
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Making Jewelry with a French Knitter

The Easy Way to Make Beautiful Beaded Accessories

By Carol Porter

Learn to use the versatile French knitter the easy, fun way. Create simple yet elegant jewelry and accessories with this amazing tool.

ISBN 978-1-57421-363-8

$8.99 • 16 Pages
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Making Jewelry with T-Shirt Yarn

How to Create Fabulous Fabric Accessories

By Lorine Mason

Wrap and knot your way to fun fabric jewelry creations. Learn how to braid T-shirt yarn into unique necklaces, earrings, headbands, rings, bracelets, and more.

ISBN 978-1-57421-374-4

$8.99 • 16 pages

Look for These Books at Your Local Bookstore or Specialty Retailer or at www.FoxChapelPublishing.com
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