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EVERY FIFTH MAN
Edward D. Hoch

YOU PROBABLY WONDER why I'm still alive after all that has happened,
and [ suppose 1t is quite a story. I’d been living and training with the
exiles for two years before the attempted coup, knowing—as we all
knew—the penalty for failure. There were months of hand-to-hand
combat and paratrooper training and even some explosives practice
before we were ready for the big day, the day we returned to Costa-
nera.

I’d lived the 25 years of my life in the cities and towns and jungle
villages of Costanera. It was my country, worth fighting for, every inch
of it. We left with the coming of General Diam, but now we were going
back. We would drop from the skies by night, join the anti-Diam
military, and enter the capital city in triumph.

That was the plan. Somehow it didn’t work out that way. The
military changed their minds about it, and we jumped from our planes
into a withering crossfire from General Diam’s forces. More than half
of our liberation force of 65 were dead before we reached the ground,
and the others were overrun quickly. By nightfall we found ourselves
prisoners of the army in the great old fortress overlooking Azul Bay.

There were 23 of us taken prisoner that day, and of these one
man—Tomas—had a bad wound in his side. We were crowded into
a single large cell at the fortress and left to await our fate. It was hot 1n
there, with the sweat of bodies and a mustiness of air that caught at
my throat and threatened to choke me. I wanted to remove my black
beret and shirt and stretch out on the hard stone floor, but I did not.
Instead I bore it in silence and waited with the others.

A certain custom has existed in the country, a custom which has

25
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CORNELL WOOLRICH

was for times when there was time. And he was in there, walking back and
torth.

[ caught him doing that—no one with him—walking back and forth, one
hand in his pocket like when you’re broke, one hand hooked around the back
of his neck like when you're at a loss. Sour in the face, disturbed,
discouraged, disgusted—1 couldn’t tell what it was. Some other case, not
mine. Mine was over; mine was squared. I didn’t owe the law anything,
anymore.

You know how lawyers are. They have dozens of cases. Some of them
fizzle; some of them go wrong. You know how lawyers are—they have
cases by the carload. He stopped his pacing and looked up to see who had
come in. He said the funniest thing to himself. I heard him. He said, ‘‘Oh
merciful God.”’

Then he asked me, after watching me, ‘‘What are you doing here? I
thought they refused the parole.”

"*No parole.”” Tnumph bubbling, escaping into the open. ‘‘A pardon.’’

He kept watching me. ‘*How’d you come down here?”’

“‘First by train and then by taxi.’’ I wondered why he’d asked that. I was
here—that was all that mattered—or should have mattered.

““Did it have a radio? Was it on?”’

[ frowned. “‘It had a two-way radio, steering it to pickups by its dis-
patcher. Why?"’

““Oh, that kind.’’ He seemed to lose interest—in the radio, not in me.
**Did you tell her to expect you?’"

““No, that was the whole idea.”’ I whipped the thing D’Angelo had
signed out of my inside pocket, pushed it athim. ‘*‘Don’t y’want to see what
I've got here?’” The jubilation was back. I was jabbering staccato. “*Don’t
y’want to read it? I'm free, like I was bon. Free, like I'll die. Free, like 1
was meant to be— " My voice slowed and started to dwindle. ‘‘Doesn’t it
matter?’’ was the last thing that came out. Then it faltered, and 1t died.

[t didn’t matter. He didn’t say it didn’t, but he showed it didn’t.

He took the paper the statement was on, pleated one end of 1t like he was
making a paper dart out of it, poised it over his desk wastebasket, and
speared it in. |

I was jolted. ‘*“What’d you do that for?"’

He just looked at me. Everything that anyone was every sorry for was in
that look. You could see 1t there.

““I can’t tell you. I'll have to let the radio do it for me. They can do it
better.”’ He went over and thumbed the knob. *‘I'll see if I can get one of the
all-news stations. It’ll come around again. Sit down a minute.””
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PUNISHMENT TO FIT THE CRIME

wntten the book for money. The important thing was that I had written a book,
that I held a copy in my hand, and that [ was on my way to Mamaroneck
with a copy for Jack and Noreen, expecting to be properly praised, if only
for exhibiting the discipline necessary to complete writing a novel. And, if |
must add my voice to those of the reviewers, it wasn’t a bad book.

The reaction I received was all more than I expected—high praise,
back-slapping, a kiss on the cheek from Noreen, a hearty two-handed
handshake from Jack, with all the sincerity in the world in his eyes. Jack
even broke out a bottle of fairly decent Scotch to celebrate. The two of them
kept congratulating me on the imagination and talent necessary to have
written a novel, a thing Jack confessed he could never do. They leaned over
me affectionately as I carefully inscribed the flyleaf with: **To Jack and
Noreen Burmmham, my oldest and best friends, and the best fnends a person
could have,’’ and signed 1t with a flourish. Noreen said the book would hold
the place of honor on their book shelves; and I don’t believe I ever felt as
good about wrnting the book, or about anything else, as I did that moment.
Until my next visit, when I noticed the book was missing, and Jack laughed
as he put his arm around my shoulder.

‘“‘Leave that book out where one of our thieving friends might hook 1t?”’
he said, and shook his head. ‘‘No, that book is in my safety-deposit vault.
It’s too valuable to us to take any chances with.’’ Then, I think, I felt even
better.

[ wrote a second novel, not a very good one I'm afraid, that was never
published, and after that [ started TV writing-producing, rather than just
writing, and there just didn’t seem to be time to do much of anything except
my job. I slowly became reconciled to the fact that I was going to be a
one-book author. But at least, I told myself, the one book had been a good
one, even if it hadn’t sold; how many people hadn’t written any books at all
in their lives? Many, many, many. The thought gave me a certain satisfac-
tion, but not much; my major satisfaction remained in recalling the recep-
tion I had received when I gave Jack and Noreen their inscribed copy. Just
remembering it always made me feel warm, made me gnin.

[ had to be in New York on a sudden call not long afterward, and after my
business was completed I thought I'd drop in on Jack and Noreen. [ started
to phone them and then paused, thinking how much more fun it would be to
drop in and surprise them; there had never been the slightest formality in our
relationship. It was a lovely spring day, I had arented car, and I figured the
drive up to Mamaroneck would be pleasant, even if [ found them out. So off

[ went.
To my disappointment they were out. Jack and Noreen, the housekeeper
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THE LITTLE HOUSE AT
CROIX-ROUSSE

Georges Simenon

[ HAD NEVER see Joseph Leborgne at work before. I received something of
a shock when I entered his room that day.

His blond hair, usually plastered down, was in complete disorder. The
individual hairs, stiffened by bnlliantine, stuck out all over his head. His
face was pale and wom. Nervous twitches distorted his features.

He threw a grudging glare at me which almost drove me from the room.
But since I would see that he was hunched over a diagram, my curiosity was
stronger than my sensitivity. I advanced into the room and took off my hat
and coat.

““A fine time you’ve picked!’’ he grumbled.

This was hardly encouraging. I stammered, ‘A tricky case?”’

‘“That’s putting it mildly. Look at that paper.™’

““It’s the plan of a house? A small house?”’

‘“The subtlety of your mind! A child of four could guess that. You know
the Croix-Rousse district in Lyons?”’

“‘I’ve passed through there.”

‘‘Good! This little house lies in one of the most deserted sections of the
district—not a district, I might add, which is distinguished by its liveli-
ness.’’

‘“What do these black crosses mean, in the garden and on the street?””’

““Policemen.”’

‘‘Good Lord! And the crosses mark where they’ve been killed?”’

‘“Who said anything about dead policemen? The crosses indicate police-
men who were on duty at these several spots on the night of the eighth-to-
ninth. The cross that’s heavier than the others is Corporal Manchard. ™
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THE NINE MILE WALK

“*That a chain of inferences could be logical and still not be true.”” he
said.

“Oh.

""What are vou laughing at? " he asked snappishly. And then he laughed
10O.
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HENRY SLESAR

seemed tasteless. Yes, he’d won a minor battle or two in the company
conference room; he’d made Hayes’s ruddy face go crimson, and seen the
old man’s parchment skin wrinkle in a sly grin. But what had been
accomplished? Hayes seemed more self-assured than ever, and the old man
more dependent upon his advice. . . .

When he arrived home, later than usual, his wife Jean didn’t ask ques-
tions. After eight years of a marriage in which, childless, she knew her
husband almost too well, she wisely offered nothing more than a quiet
greeting, a hot meal, and the day’s mail. Grunzer flipped though the bills
and circulars, and found an unmarked letter. He slipped it into his hip
pocket, reserving it for prnivate perusal, and finished the meal in silence.

After dinner, Jean suggested a movie and he agreed; he had a passion for
violent action movies. But first, he locked himself in the bathroom and
opened the letter. Its heading was cryptic: Society for United Action. The
return address was a post office box. It read:

Dear Mr. Grunzer:

Your name has been suggested to us by a mutual acquaintance.
Our organization has an unusual mission which cannot be des-
cnibed in this letter, but which you may find of exceeding interest.
We would be gratified by a private discussion at your earliest
convenience. If [ do not hear from you to the contrary 1n the next
few days, I will take the liberty of calling you at your office.

It was signed, Carl Tucker, Secretary. A thin line at the bottom of the
page read: A Nonprofit Organization.

His first reaction was a defensive one; he suspected an oblique attack on
his pocketbook. His second was curniosity: he went to the bedroom and
located the telephone directory, but found no organization listed by the
letterhead name. Okay, Mr. Tucker, he thought wryly, I'll bite.

When no call came in the next three days, his cunosity was increased.
But when Friday arrived, he forgot the letter’s promise in the crush of office
affairs. The old man called a meeting with the bakery products division.
Grunzer sat opposite Whitman Hayes at the conference table, poised to
pounce on fallacies in his statements. He almost had him once, but Eck-
hardt, the bakery products manager, spoke up in defense of Hayes's views.
Eckhardt had only been with the company a year, but he had evidently
chosen sides already. Grunzer glared at him, and reserved a place for
Echkardt in the hate chamber of his mind.

At three o’clock, Carl Tucker called.
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CHARLENE WEIR

over the years, ‘*We only have each other now that Daddy’s gone.’’

The next moming Emma got up early. As she sipped a cup of spiced tea,
she looked around at her tidy kitchen and thought that Mattie was right.
How nice to have everything unpacked and put away where it belonged and
the boxes all flattened and set out for the trashmen to pick up.

And today she could spend the whole day in the garden. She would start
on the weeds. By the end of the day she should have one whole flower bed
free of those strangling weeds—

A brisk rat-a-tat sounded on the door, the knob tumed, and Mattie came
In.

“‘So you’re an early nser too,’’ Mattie said. ‘‘Good. If there’s one thing I
can’t stand it’s people who stay in bed half the day. I just made some
doughnuts. Have one before they get cold.™

Emma felt a sharp pnck of annoyance as she made tea for Mattie. The
doughnuts were delicious and it was kind of Mattie to bnng them, but
Emma had already had breakfast and she wanted to get an early start in the
garden. Well, perhaps she wouldn’t stay long.

“*Now,’’ Mattie said after draining her cup, ‘‘are you ready? We won't
get anything done sitting here.”’

“*Oh, but there’s nothing left to do.”’

““The rest of the boxes need unpacking.’”

““‘Oh, no, you see—"’

All the boxes had already been unpacked except those with Mama'’s
silver and china. Emma meant to leave that packed and the boxes stacked 1n
the extra bedroom out of the way. Silver was so much trouble, having to be
polished all the time, and the fragile china collected dust and needed such
careful washing.

“*Of course you want this unpacked,’’ Mattie said, tearing open a carton.
““You can’t leave all these beautiful things in boxes. They need to be out
where you can see them.” .

They unpacked the china, carefully washed and dried each piece, and
placed it in the china cabinet where it had sat for so many years. They took
out the silver and polished it all, the teapot and the bowls and the platters
and the candlesticks. By the time they finished, there was very little
daylight left and Emma was too tired to work 1n the garden anyway.

Every day after that Mattie came, uninvited, often early in the morning
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BECAUSE THE CONSTABLE BLUNDERED

steel-gray moustache between two fingers. ‘‘These imputed-malice cases
can be tricky. "’
““Well, I'm not a lawyer, but I remember what we were told about felony

murder and imputed malice when I took that refresher course at the Police
Academy last year,”’ Stroud said. ‘‘I thought the courts in this state have
ruled that whenever anyone dies in the course of a felony, the premeditation
that’s necessary for first-degree murder 1s sort of carried over from the
felony and imputed to all the people involved so that they can all be charged
with Murder One and sentenced to the chair if they’re convicted. It doesn’t
matter whether any of the felons did the killing themselves.’’

““That’s about rnight,”” Gilmore agreed. The hard mohair surface of the
couch was like fine quills against his back. ‘‘We’ve had cases where an
officer accidentally shot an innocent bystander in a gun battle with some
thieves, and one where a robbery victim resisted and shot one of the two
guys who were robbing him, and where two fellows were committing arson
and one of them managed to burn himself to a cinder as well as the building.
We got murder convictions against the surviving felons in all three cases
and the state supreme court upheld them all on appeal. This imputed-
malice theory is a great deterrent to anyone who’s tempted to commit a
felony. If there’s any death as a result, no matter how it comes about, they
can be hit with Murder One. The Department,’’ Gilmore said solemnly,
““wants the law to stay that way.”’

““Sodo I, sir,”’ the young patrolman replied earnestly.

“*So let’s go over the facts,’” Gilmore suggested.

Stroud leaned back in his comer of the couch and drank more tea. ‘It was
about nine months ago, the first week in October. Jim Noonan and I were
out in our squad car on the 12-to-8 trick. We’d been teamed up off and on
for about three years, ever since I got back from Korea.’’

““You joined the force five years ago, around ’51, didn’t you?’’ Gilmore
interrupted.

““‘Right.’” Stroud displayed a lopsided boyish grin. ‘‘Then a few months
after I'd graduated from the Academy and gotten married, my Reserve unit
was called up for Korea duty. When I got back I joined the force again and

was assigned to a car. Jim was my partner, oh, about half the time all
told.’” His face fell and the light faded from his deep brown eyes. ‘‘Poor

Jim. That night in October was his last.’’

Gilmore tried to prod him out of his brooding silence. ‘*You got a call on
the squawk box that a burglary was in progress . . .”’

“*Right. About three in the moming. It was raining and overcast and
visibility was terrible. We got a squawk there was a burglary in progress
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BETTY REN WRIGHT

when he mentioned the recorder, had seen the eager twitching of lips as she
tasted the story she would have to tell.

“*Greta never had anything to hide,’’ he said stiffly **That’s a lousy thing
to say.’

Joe shook his head and his wife made a small, protesting sound. *‘Of
course not, ’ she said soothingly. ‘‘But just the same, Harry, you ought to
listen to the tape before the police come. You just oughtto.’”

He thought 1t over, then shrugged as if he were too tired to argue. The
recorder was still out on the terrace; he got it quickly and brought it back in.
He knew he was taking a chance, but not a big one; there had been no doubt
that Greta had not wanted him to hear the tape. And June Herman was the
right one, the absolutely nght one, to hear the whole story.

He pushed the re-wind button and waited, while the tape whirred
innocently to the other spool. Then the room was full of the sound of waves.
Loneliness came back as he listened; he was powerless before it, though he
reminded himself that he had lost nothing, that he couldn’t lose something
he had never really had. Still he strained to hear Greta’s voice, wanting the
sound of 1t once more, regardless of the words it spoke.

Joe Herman leaned forward and turmed up the volume of the recorder.
There was the sound of footsteps on stone and then a giggle. Harry didn’t
recognize the voice but he could tell June was cataloging this, too, for future
investigation. There followed a long pause with nothing but the splash of
waves. and then, suddenly and sweetly, there was Greta’s voice.

"*It’s more than a joke now, Petey,’’ she said. ‘*He hasn’t trusted me
from the very first, and lately we’ve been farther apart than ever. At first it
just seemed as if it would be fun to turn the tables on him—once. Now 1t’s
much more. At first | had no intention of frightening him—now I feel as if
shock 1s the only thing that might bring him back . . .’

“*You're wonderful,’’ Peter said. ‘‘I think I’ve mentioned that before.
When are you going to do 1t?"’

The Hermans frowned, trying hard to follow the conversation. As the
tape whirled on, their faces seemed to move farther away, leaving Harry
alone on a small 1sland surrounded by Greta’s voice.

“*Soon.’’ the voice said. ‘‘I'm not quite sure how I'll do it, but I can tell
you this, Petey—1I’ll plan it so he thinks he’s lost me. For a minute or two or
maybe more he’s going to face up to how much he needs me—he’s going to
value me as a person and not just as part of his pretty little stage set here on

the cliff. I want him to wish to heaven he had one more chance to make our
marriage work. I want him to know exactly what it’s like to love someone
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