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ILYA VILKA

dog. But I had a long knife in my belt. 1 pulled 1t
out and plunged 1t with all my strength into the
frozen smow. I stopped. Rested there. When 1
looked round I saw I was nearly in the sea. A little
more and I should have fallen into the water. I
crawled up and got back home.

The journal goes no further. That summer he
went across the sea to Russia and Pereplotchikof,
and lived in Moscow all the winter and spring,
and then returned to Nova Zemlya and married
the widow. He is busy and happy, and will not
come back to Moscow. As he himself said when
with eyes full of tears he took leave of Vassily
Vassilitch to go back to the island—

““’This year Ilya Vilka will not hear the music
at the opera.”
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THE VIVISECTOR VIVISECTED

described, one would have considered it a double
kind of pump with four tubes (two tubes from
each pump) leading to a central mechanism. Each
pump was a heavy square mass meant to be
placed on the ground, with a piston action ; the
piston being so disposed as to require pushing
down and pulling up without a lever. Silcutt
seemed inclined to pass it, but I inquired its use ;
no sooner, however, were the words out of my
mouth, than I heard a kind of scream behind me,
muffled in laughter. The above-mentioned old
gentleman was standing looking at the construction
which had interested me. A quick frown passed
over Silcutt’s face, and he clutched the other by
the arm. The old man lifted his right foot and
placed it on a low bench close by. His face
became tumid with blood until his white hair,
eye-brows and scanty whiskers started out, as it
were, 1n contrast. The veins of his neck swelled,
and perspiration broke out on his forehead. His
teeth were clenched and his eyes bloodshot ; and
though all this transformation occurred in a few
seconds, yet he had every appearance of a man
who had undergone severe bodily exercise. He
stooped down as if to lifft a heavy weight with
both hands, and began to pull up and push down
with his arms, as if, as I thought, he was working
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