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Editor’s Call  |  Jim Spencer

P.O. BOX 548, WAUPACA, WI 54981

AL AND THE SKUNK

www.trappermag.com
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CHRIS BERENS

CREATIVE DIRECTOR

REBECCA VOGEL

My friend Al owns a fi shing camp  bullet hole in his freezer anyway, he on Lake of the Woods, not far  resorted to other tactics. Al shut the from Kenora, Ontario. Al is a  freezer, gathered up a 5-gallon bucket good outdoorsman — hunter, fi sher- and a wide board, and somehow got the EDITOR EMERITUS

man, professional guide, trapper. If it  skunk into the bucket and covered with JIM SPENCER

involves the so-called blood sports, Al  the board without mishap. Don’t ask me ONLINE CONTENT SPECIALIST

SARA GILANE

has probably done it, and done it well.  why he tried it or how he accomplished CONTRIBUTING DESIGNER

He’s even a registered scuba diver and  it, but he did. Mistake number fi ve. 

SANDI CARPENTER

regularly does salvage work on Lake of 

But as Al was carrying the bucket 

CONTRIBUTORS

HAL SULLIVAN, SERGE LARIVIÉRE, 

the Woods. Brrrr! 

across the resort property, he some-

JASON HOUSER, TOBY WALRATH, 

CARY RIDEOUT, TOM BEAUDETTE

But once upon a time Al got defeated  how got his feet tangled, stumbled and STEVE BARTYLLA, DAVE MORELLI

by, of all things, a skunk. 

dropped the bucket. We’re up to six 

ADVERTISING SALES

It was November. At that latitude,  now, I believe. 

PUBLISHER

BRAD RUCKS

things are getting nippy. A skunk had 

Th

e skunk lost no time seeking cov-

brad.rucks@media360llc.com

taken up residence at his daughter’s  er — which was straight back through SALES ASSOCIATE

house, making its presence known in  the open door of the fi sh-cleaning NOAH RUCKS

920-858-4843

that special way that skunks have. Be- building. Seven. 

noah.rucks@media360llc.com

ing a good father, Al caught it in a cage 

Th

e skunk waddled under the fi llet-

ADVERTISING COORDINATOR

trap. Mistake number one. He covered  ing table and made its stand. Al wisely LISA RICHTER

lisa.richter@media360llc.com

the cage with a tarp, put it in the back of  yielded the day. He left  the door open OFFICE MANAGER

his truck and took it back to his camp to  and retreated. Eight. 

SUSIE MELUM

dispose of it via the submersion meth-

It would have worked, but the tim-

susie.melum@media360llc.com

od. He gave that job to his sons. Mistake  ing was wrong. Aft er a while the skunk TELEVISION & ONLINE VIDEO

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

number two. 

came out of the building and went too-

DAVID GILANE

Th

e kids followed instructions, low- tling across the yard, crossing in front PRODUCERS

ered the cage off  the side of the dock  of the door to the lodge’s restaurant and IAN SANCHEZ, MACKENZIE PELO

into the water, and pulled it back out  pub — which, since it was such a nice D&DH PROPERTIES

when the skunk stopped moving. Mis- balmy day, was standing wide open so JASON RIECKMANN

jason@ddhproperties.com

take number three. 

the dining room full of customers could 

 The Trapper (ISSN 8750-233X) is published eight times per year, Al came onto the dock when the limp  enjoy the warm breeze. Nine strikes and January, February, April-May, Summer, September, October, November skunk was being taken out of the trap.  you’re out, Al. 

and December by Media 360 LLC. Periodical Class Postage paid at Iola, WI 54945, and additional mailing offices. 

Th

is was a big specimen with good 

Th

e skunk was precisely in front of 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to  The Trapper, P.O. BOX 

markings, and Al wanted the pelt to  that gaping door when the two large 37180 BOONE, IA 50037-0180. Copyright 2024 by Media 360, LLC. 

hang in the lodge. But he was busy with  dogs spotted the skunk, attacked it and Printed in the U.S.A. 

other chores at the moment, so he put  killed it. Th

e diners were not amused. 

 The Trapper  and its logo are registered trademarks. Other names and the soggy animal into a plastic bag and 

No good deed goes unpunished. I bet 

logos referred to or displayed in editorial or advertising content may be trademarked or copyright.  The Trapper  assumes no responsibility deposited it in the freezer of the fi sh  next time Al’s daughter hollers “skunk,” 

for unsolicited materials sent to it. Publisher and advertisers are not liable for typographical errors that may appear in prices or descriptions cleaning house, which also contained  he tells her to deal with it herself. 

in advertisements. 

bags of ice and several packages of fro-

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 877.300.0251 (U.S. and Canada) P.O. BOX 37180 

zen fi sh. Mistake number four. 

BOONE, IA 50037-0180. Outside the U.S., call 386.246.3446. 

Th

ree or four days later, Al decided 

 — In addition to trapping, Jim Spencer 

to thaw the skunk for skinning. When   also suff ers from a longtime addiction to he opened the freezer, the critter was   spring turkey hunting. He has just fi n-BRAD RUCKS

looking at him, surrounded by the   ished his latest turkey book, “Bad Birds President, Publisher

DANIEL E. SCHMIDT

remains of several packages of wall-  3,” the third collection of his “Bad Birds” 

Vice President, Content

eye fi llets. Th

e skunk was in full win-  columns, which have appeared for almost Media 360, LLC, also produces these fine publications:

ter pelt, and he’d been fi ne with the   a quarter-century in our sister magazine, Deer & Deer Hunting  •  Turkey & Turkey Hunting

zero-degree temperature. Also, some   Turkey & Turkey Hunting. For pricing Ice Fishing  •  Modern Hunter  •  Guns DIY

Deer Hunters’ Almanac  

nice people had thoughtfully left  him   and ordering information, contact Jim at Television Shows on Pursuit Channel:

plenty of fi sh. “Happy” might not have   modernmountainman@gmail.com. 

Deer & Deer Hunting

been an accurate description, but hey, 

Modern Hunter • DeerTopia TV

Deer & Deer Hunting Properties

he was doing OK. 

 FIND THE TRAPPER ON:

Al, not so much. But our intrepid 

Facebook: facebook.com/trappermag

Twitter: twitter.com/TPCMag

outdoorsman wasn’t about to be out-

Instagram: instagram.com/thetrappermag

www.trappermag.com

done by a dang skunk. Knowing that 

shooting a skunk usually results in 

you-know-what, and not wanting a 
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AUTHENTIC Johnny Thorpe Collection
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Powerful, distinctive, long lasting glandular paste 

mountainman

bad medicine

Our Signature recipe includes 

lure with the finest ingredients formulated into 

Ground Angus, Fresh Ground Prairie Dog, 

this 'Skunky Tone' predator lure. Unlike any lure 

Rendered Prairie Dog and Ground 

you have ever used, this formulation is not 

Poultry in FOUR equal parts making 

to be confused with other skunk/grease mixtures 

up the majority of  this creation. 

that break down in short order. This good dope 

Other attractive and savory ingredients 

keeps improving with age.  The true 'Wolfer' 

in this proven recipe include beaver castor, 

and Fisher trapper will know the value of 

tinctured beaver juice, liquid smoke and 

other essentials. This top-grade canine 

this lure when they crack the cap.  A heavy smear 

incentive works great for 

will last for weeks at a set under all conditions and 

Coyote, Fox, Bobcat and more. 

Retail: $15

this lure is essentially one of the very best lures 

Retail: $22

available that has been proven over time. 

bait pile

red vixen

A unique combination of some of the 

World's most costly ingredients formulated 

North American Trapper ‘Signature’ bait 

into this lure. Extremely long lasting and 

that has all of the aromas of a bait pile

this is an Original formula and manufactured by 

in nature. Derived from ingredients that are 

us specific to each and every step to insure 

attractive to all predators, large and small, 

quality and authenticity.  A heavy smear will 

where this bait will draw most all animals

last for weeks at a set under all conditions and 

in to thoroughly investigate your sets afield. 

perform better than most all other fox/coyote

Perfect for Coyote, Bobcat, Fox and more. 

lures you have ever used. This lure is essentially 

Retail: $22

one of the very best Fox lures available on Earth. 

Retail: $15

This is our "Signature" Dog-Proof blend of 

COONBUSTER

muskcall

colorful raccoon fare that is soaked in pure 

This lure got its start in the BADLANDS of 

CRAWFISH OIL which saturates all of our 

the Mojave Desert while Johnny was putting 

ingredients into one of the best DP Baits 

up hundreds of Bobcats and Grey Fox. 

on the market. The cylinder of a DP

This lure also left its mark in the 

imitates a Crawfish hole in nature and 

Canadian WIlderness taking many Otter, 

we produce the bait that will give every 

Fisher and Marten.  This is a one of a 

animal that notion. Exceptional for Raccoon, 

kind lure with a rich, musky odor that is one 

Skunk and Opossum. 

of the very best Bobcat, Fisher, Marten, 

Otter lures on the market today....Bar None! 

Retail: $20

Retail: $15

20% OFF w/ web code TRAPPER @ checkout  (*Baits/Lures only) THE MADNESS

THE magnet

THE HUNTER

THE REAPER

Coyote, Bobcat, Fox 

Raccoon, Mink, Otter

Beaver, Muskrat, Raccoon

Raccoon, Mink, Otter
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TRAPPING AS A TRADE |  JASON HOUSER



AY 

AWAY

RUSSELL GRAVES/W

INDIGO IMAGES

Like a lot of you reading this article,  One of the best ways to keep your wants. To keep them from getting inside, I hate snakes. I will do just about  home and yard free of snakes is not to  you need to look for openings in your anything to avoid them. Th

e trick  make it appealing for them. It starts  home and seal them all off . Look near to keeping snakes off  your property is to  with keeping your yard maintained.  windows, pipes and doors and anywhere make it less appealing to them. Th

e only  Snakes love shrubs, bushes and thick  else that a snake might be able to fi nd its other way to keep snakes away eff ectively  vegetation that many people use for  way through. 

is with traps and property maintenance. 

landscaping purposes. Th

ey  might 

Most snakes are not venomous. With 

Th

ere are many diff erent models of  look nice from the street, but snakes  almost 4,000 diff erent species of snakes snake traps available, and Wildlife Con- use them as hiding and resting spots.  in the entire world, only about 600 are trol Supplies off ers a wide variety. Just  By keeping the bushes trimmed and  venomous, and most of those are found remember, as much as you might dislike  the grass low, snakes should be easy  outside of the United States. With that snakes, they do keep rodents at bay. Most  to spot. Most snakes do nothing more  being said, if you have to handle a snake, of us would rather have a snake hiding in  than startle a person, so if you can  I recommend wearing leather gloves or our yard than a mouse or rat in our home.  see them from a distance, the better it  using a snake hook. If you must pick up One of the best traps on the market is the  will be. Also, keep your garden free of  a snake, pinch the snake right behind the glue trap. Th

is works for snakes of many  leaves, weeds and other debris that is  head. Th is will prevent the snake from 

species and sizes. Th

e glue pad is covered  inviting to snakes. 

being able to twist around and bite you. 

by a plastic box. Scent lures will draw 

Keep your lawn cut. Homeowners love  Venomous or not, nobody really wants to the snake into the box through a spe- a thick, lush yard. Th

e problem with this is  get bit by a snake. 

cially designed opening. To get out, the  that so do snakes, rodents and insects. You snake must enter fully and turn around.  need to keep the grass mowed, otherwise Once the reptile is inside, the glue holds it  you will have snakes. Also, if you have ro-fi rmly in place. Glue traps can be hands- dents and insects inside or near your home free. You can release the snake by spraying  you are more likely to have to snakes. If cooking oil on the glue pad. It may take a  you notice these pests in your area, get rid few minutes, but the snake will eventually  of them as quickly as possible. 

free itself. Th

is is the best method for re-

Once a snake is in your yard, it doesn’t 

locating a snake without having to kill it. 

take much for it to get into your home if it 
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I’m standing at the foot of my garden.  bank at the root wad, staring down that  a 10- to 12-inch loop to snare a coyote It is a damp morning and the grass  big tree trunk. 

on some given trail. But if I encounter a 

is  soaked  with  dew.  I  have  stretched 

I was determined to make a set on that  bobcat, that snaky feline is liable to jump a hose out across the lawn to water my  log. Specifi cally, I wanted to set a snare.  through a loop that large, unscathed. 

plants. Th

e self-appointed barn cat has  Th

e top of the log was fl at, but out there  And, some poor specimens were hooked followed me to see if I have tossed out  a ways was a protruding branch, which  way back on the hips in the snare. I don’t any succulent garbage. I haven’t. 

would make the cat walk to one side of  like that. 

Discovering that, the cat walked all of  the log. But I could barely reach it. By I’m going to use that limb sticking 

the way back to the barn, stepping on top  the time I scooted down the steep creek  up for stabilization. I’ll twist a piece of of the garden hose where its feet would  bank, the log was chest high on me.  I  14-gauge wire around that limb and ex-stay dry.  It never faltered and never wa- made the set working at eye level most  tend it out over the log. Th e reach seems 

vered. It followed the snaky route of that  of the time. 

to be a little bit long for 14-gauge wire, 

garden hose one foot aft er the other. 

I needed a fastening. For that I brought  so I’ll  twist it into a double strand. All of Cats have that kind of balance. Anyone  along a length of cable with a double loop  my snares have a rubber collar that will who says you can’t learn anything about  end that will encircle the log. I’ll pass one  accept my support wire. Since 14 gauge is wild critters by looking at their domestic  loop through the other, and fasten that  so small, I have to double the end of the cousins is dead wrong. 

to my snare with a quick-link. I always  wire to get it to fi t tightly in the rubber A large sycamore tree has uprooted  have a few of them in my pocket. I’ll twist  collar. But then I can positon that snare and fallen across the banks of Muddy  the quick link on to the snare swivel. All  loop anywhere I want. 

Creek. I’ve trapped the uplands on this  of my snares are equipped with a swivel, Here I’m going to use a 6-inch loop, 

creek bottom and always had good luck  but in this case, I really don’t need one.  the bottom being 12 inches off  the log. As catching bobcats there. Th

is tree was of- Hopefully the bobcat will fall off  the log  I mentioned before, a bobcat can jump fering a dry crossing on the bank of the  wearing the snare and be choked down  through a big loop. Th ere are other pe-creek itself. I could not avoid that set. 

quickly. I make no pretense about this  destrians here, namely raccoons. I don’t Sign? I did not see a speck. I can fi nd  being anything but a lethal set. 

want to snare raccoons, and it’s likely 

a cat track in a muddy spot, if one pres-

My workhorse snare is 3/32” 7X7 ca- they will slide under a loop 12 inches ents itself. I could, in fact, scout around  ble. I use that for beavers and coyotes. I  high. It never ceases to amaze me how somewhere else and fi nd a cat track or  step down a notch for bobcats. Smaller  an animal will seemingly ignore a loop two, but trying to track a cat across the  cable reacts faster. In this jurisdiction  placed right in its face. Th e bobcat stuck 

log, unless it leaves a muddy footprint, is  5/64” is as small as I can go. I have made  its neck in that little loop, fell off  the log, impossible. But I am dead certain this log  a few snares with that cable, with a small- and was dead when I got to it. 

is going to be a bobcat crossing. 

size lock for additional speed. 

Th

e tree has crashed from one high 

I’ve had some failures with bobcat 

bank with the top landing on the op- snares using a loop that was too large, posite bank. I was on the top of the high  and too low to the ground. I might use 10   THE TRAPPER  January 2025
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THE MANAGEMENT TRAPPER  |  STEVE BARTYLLA

R A L P H   H E N S L E Y / W I N D I G O   I M A G E S

As it applies to management, the don’t typically have to dig for it, while  Finally, this is a trapping magazine. 

most expensive crop planted each  overfl owing with cards to help them  You best be setting traps on any beaver year for deer is fi eld corn. Yes,  make spring. 

runs to the corn, as well as various rac-

some landowners are able to score very 

When one decides it is something  coon sets in the high-odds locations in cheap or free seed. Even with that, be- they want to plant, seriously think about  and around the corn. 

tween the large equipment that does the  where to put it.  Yes, assuming for deer, best job of establishing corn plots, fertil- it needs to “work” for them, but we sure CONCLUSION

izer and chemical needs, it’s still quite  can try to avoid the high-destruction-Corn is an expensive crop and it of-

expensive. Include all sorts of stuff  stop- odds zones. 

ten requires protection to thrive. When 

ping it from germinating or successfully 

For example, we know that raccoons,  possible, shift  the plots away from wa-fi lling cobs and a lot can go wrong, and it  beavers and even bears tend to travel the  ter and other features that bears, rac-typically hurts the wallet way more when  creeks, rivers and other types of water.  coons and beavers are naturally drawn it doesn’t work than, say, clover, brassicas  Because of just that, all else being equal,  to. It’s still oft en a good idea to protect or cereal rye. 

odds are better of that corn plot making  these plots with fences that are checked Th

at can make it infuriating when  it to the dried-kernels state on a ridgetop  regularly, and be sure to be trapping bears, raccoons and/or beavers take most  instead of in a river bottom. Th e river bot- the raccoons and beavers, while also 

or all of that deer corn out. Here’s how I  tom will likely have way more raccoon,  hunting the raccoons and bears when-try to minimize just that. 

bear and, most certainly, beaver activity  ever possible. 

than that ridgetop, even 50 yards away. 

THE PLAN OF ATTACK

Next, you can use two strands of elec-

 — Steve Bartylla is one of the coun-

Truthfully, it all starts by asking my- tric fence, one set low and then another   try’s most respected experts on land and self if I really need corn. Quite honestly,  a few feet closer to the plot set higher.  habitat management for whitetails and it’s easier and cheaper to plant cereal rye  Th

is combo of two strands, at a high and   turkeys. He has been a land-management and brassicas, which are both great deer  low point, separated by only a few feet,  consultant and outdoor writer for more draws and can be vital for overwinter- makes it so that deer, bears, raccoons or   than 20 years, and grew up trapping in ing, with the cereal rye being green and  beavers can’t crawl under or jump over,  Northern Wisconsin throughout his youth growing weeks before native forages  without a shock. Th

at can be very help-  and on aft er his college years. He is also come in spring. Th

e combo can help  ful, with other, typically more expensive   host of “Grow ‘em Big” and “Hunt ‘em Big” 

fi ll the same niche as corn, for deer and  fencing options available, as well. 

 shows on Pursuit Channel and YouTube. 

property managers. 

If you use this trick, the fence must be 

With that being said, there’s a reason  checked somewhat regularly. Bears, rac-why so many plant corn for deer. It’s a  coons, beavers and deer can combine to great standing crop in areas receiving  take out a lot of corn fast, particularly overwinter snow depths, as the deer  when in the growing stage. 
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FUR MARKET REPORT  |  SERGE LARIVIÉRE

NEW YEAR, NEW OUTLOOKS

Most of the trapping for fur in North America occurs  If fi sher, marten, lynx and bobcat are expected to increase, before the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, and as  beaver, on the other hand, is expected to soft en up a little. 

we enter 2025, many trappers have either stored their  Th

e last few years, the hatter market, the use of beaver felt 

traps for the year or at least slowed down on operations. 

to make cowboy hats, has caused the price of beaver to rise 

In northern areas, snow and cold weather typically puts a  sharply even for damaged skins. Indeed, the hatter market re-damper on water trapping, but also reduces access to remote  quires pelts to be shaved for the underfur, and this is what the areas unless one can travel by snowmobile. Folks in the South  industry uses — underfur, not leather. To get good and thick may see snowmobiles as fun for a few days, but trapping from  underfur, beavers must be prime when caught. Th is is one 

a snowmobile is hard work and rarely very effi

cient. First, you  animal that you should still be trapping in early 2025 if you cannot carry as much gear as you can in a truck. Second, most  have colonies you have yet to harvest. Southern and Midwest trails eventually close or narrow down with leaning trees bend- areas oft en still have open water in January and you can catch ing down over forest roads, creating either barriers or tunnels  beavers well into early spring with mudpies and good lures. 

of branches that the trapper must push through to keep going.  Up North, January to March is under-ice season — a lot of Th

en, when everything is frozen, animals in traps oft en must  work, but extremely heavy beaver pelts, which are very valu-be taken back to camp to thaw before you’re able to remove the  able for the hatter market. Prices will drop a little compared trap and reset it, and well, like any machine, snowmobiles can  to last year, but should still remain acceptable. 

break down or get stuck. Aft er a month of two of trapping out 

Otter, muskrat and wild mink should remain on par with 

of a truck, I see trapping on snowmobiles as recreation, not  last year, and there is no forecast for change on these species. 

performance trapping. 

Th

e same applies to terrestrial species such as red fox, coyote 

So by January, the bulk of the fur is already in the fur shed,  or raccoon. Raccoons needs Russia to start climbing up, the and many trappers are already starting to think about next  coyote market is all but gone except for the very best Western year. Oh, and they start watching international fur auctions to  coyotes, which still sell but at low levels, and red fox is com-see how things sell. As always, most trappers know the true  pletely stalled. I suspect that there are probably thousands of value of the fur they caught only aft er trapping season is over,  red fox pelts in cold storage all over, and probably just as many and selling season really starts in January when auction houses  — or more — coyote pelts left over from the era of parka-hood go into action with their fur-collecting routes, and private buy- trim. Th ese markets, racoon, fox and coyote, are probably two 

ers start purchasing skins. January is the start of selling season,  to three years away from any possible recovery to decent levels. 

but the fi rst international fur auction to be held at Fur Harvest-Taxidermy items, and wall-hangers, seem to be doing better 

ers Auctions in North Bay, Ontario, will be in March (March  and better each year. Beautiful wolves, wolverines, bears, gor-19-21, 2025), and then in June (June 5-7, 2025). So we will not  geous striped skunks and pure-white long-tailed weasels sell know the results of the fi rst international sale until April 2025.  at prices never seen before simply because the catch is down What we do know thus far, is that overall things are not ex- and the tourist trade, wall-hangers, mountain-man decoration pected to change much since last year, with a few exceptions. 

pieces, swallows up what is being off ered. With limited 'coon 

Fisher and marten are expected to go up in price, with larger  trapping, there are very few skunks being captured, and those skins and darker colors paying more than smaller and paler  that are put up for market bring great prices. Case in point, last skins. Last year’s closing average at the June 2024 sale on fi sher  year top price for a striped skunk at Fur Harvesters was $40 

skins was $63.01 for males and $51.96 for females, and it is  USD at the March 2024 sale! If you caught any skunks while probably realistic to expect closer to $70 average for males and  fi sher trapping this year, I sure hope you took the time to skin, $60 for females. For marten, the very best sold for $59.36 at the  fl esh, put them up and sell them! Money has no smell!! 

June sale, and again, this should jump up to $65-$70 for the 

very best, 1st section heavy skins (fully mature pelts). When 

prices climb up, the largest uptick is on top-quality skins. 

Hopefully, this is what you have to sell as we enter 2025, and if 

you do, you should be happy with the prices. 

Canada lynx and bobcat are also on the way up, but the rate 

of increase is more diffi

cult to predict. Both cat species are “ex-

otic” on the fur market and the supply is always limited, so 

prices should climb a little compared to last year. 
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SELLING YOUR FUR TO THE WORLD! 

2025 AUCTION SCHEDULE

LAST RECEIVING DATES

SALE DATES

January 11, 2025

March 19 - 21, 2025

April 12, 2025

June 5 - 7, 2025

Sales will be held in North Bay, Canada. 

LIFETIME MEMBERS OF THE NTA

For complete pickup schedules and agent contact information, visit www.furharvesters.com

Fur Harvesters Auction Inc. 

U.S. Receiving Warehouse

1867 Bond Street, Box 1455

Greg Schroeder

North Bay, ON   P1B 8K6 

400 England St. Cambridge, WI 53523-9116

Tel. (705) 495-4688 Fax. (705) 495-3099 

(608) 423-4814

www.furharvesters.com

furharvesters@frontier.com
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ON THE TRAPLINE WITH TOM BEAUDETTE

Well, as old Mother Earth turns in the heavens and what’s left  of our trapping, will be in the category of the ones times roll on, things change. As I write this, here in  who tried to change the laws of nature. Th ere used to be a com-Colorado, we are facing a complete loss of fur trap- mercial on TV years ago that said, “Don’t mess with Mother ping with a new law looming for a vote in the November elec- Nature!” Well, that is what these folks are doing. Th ey are try-tion. We all have our fi ngers crossed and are hoping for the  ing to take man out of the equation of managing predators. I best. What is so sad is that these folks, if they vote to outlaw  never thought I would see the day. 
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Well, like most hunters and trappers,  crawl-unders and produces hundreds Locations for wolf traps are pretty close 

it will not change our God-given na- of coyotes per season. 

to the same as for coyotes, but it is on a 

ture, and we will protect and handle 

Cattle, sheep, goats or any other ag- grand scale and one needs to set many anything that threatens our livestock  riculture operation including fowl, more traps. That is because of the large or family. 

whether free ranging or fenced, will  areas that wolves cover when they travel One good thing for sure, Colorado  attract coyotes. Primary locations will  and hunt. Also, there is a good chance for will need some skilled Animal Dam- produce coyotes traveling to investigate.  multiples as they travel in packs. 

age Control trappers and hunters Even some coyotes will satellite the op-I just read an article by a retired ADC 

down the road to control the problems  eration and just hang around. 

trapper that had an opportunity to trap 

they are creating. Back in the 1930s, 

There is a gent about four miles north  some wolves recently. He stated, “When where I live now, were two notorious  of me that is raising goats. It’s a small  wolves kill a large cow, it only takes calf-killing wolves. The names that  herd but we found several old coy- them a few days to eat it and clean it up.” 

were given them were “Two-Toes” and  ote dens near there where the coyotes  A trapper better set those primary loca-

“Whitey.” There was a local campaign  raised pups. While I have not heard if  tions with a lot of traps going into the by ranchers and several hired govern- he has had any depredation, it’s a sure  kill as fast as possible. The trapper must ment hunters to kill these wolves. You  bet there are coyotes watching and lick- do this because the wolves will be there can read about these wolves in a book  ing their chops with anticipation. Just  today and gone tomorrow. 

called, “Last of the Loners.” 

about any primary location will pick 

Here in Colorado, there will be a 

Anyway, as I walked down an arroyo  these coyotes up. If there are other food  need for some skilled trappers, espe-west of my place, I found a very old  source attractors like hay stacks, which  cially if they keep outlawing trapping. 

No. 4 Newhouse trap. As I examined it,  attract rabbits and deer, old Wiley will  No matter how much they change the I knew right away it was set for those  be close, as well. 

laws, there will be a need for predator 

wolves long ago. As I looked at the loca-

There are other land features that I  control. The trappers that know the best tion where I found the trap, it was per- like to call “secondary locations” for  locations for their traps will be ready for fect if one of those old wolves had gone  coyote sets. They are not gated loca- the challenges that are sure to come. 

through there back then. 

tions but will make a coyote travel to a 



The location of a trap is vitally im- trapper’s sets. These locations are where portant. It doesn’t matter what critter a  water erodes and cuts long arroyos. It is trapper is after, if the trap is not placed  where the bank is cut deep by water and where the animal travels, it is a waste of  is impassable except where the arroyo time. Coyotes, in particular, have routes  starts, and this creates a crossover or de-they travel when they hunt. Wolves do  tour around where the drop off is. These also, but they cover many more miles  crossovers are usually evident by faint in their travels. Tracking is important  trails that predators make. They are also for finding locations for traps, as well  very good locations for bobcat sets. 

as looking for areas that gate or funnel 

coyotes through a location. Primary lo-

cations like deer trails, cow trails and 

PROFESSIONAL TRAPPING PRODUCTS

two-track roads will produce coyotes. If 

the trapper finds tracks, there is a good 

Home of the

%REFDW/XUHV

bet his traps will produce. 

Coyote Cuff Traps x Bobcat #1-9HU\VZHHWDQGDOOXULQJ

Sometimes, though, just like the trap-

&R\RWH&XII x Bobcat Gland Lure - VHULRXVOXUH

pers that were after those wolves, one 

&R\RWH&XII

must find forced land features or barri-

Postage: 8636 GR]

x Arkansas River Cat Call  DQ/'& 

ers to place the traps. When coyotes or 

MADE IN THE USA

x Cat Blaster - FXULRVLW\OXUH

wolves know how to avoid certain areas, 

DVD’s/Videos

x Bobcat Laurel Gland FROGWHPSV

they will take routes that require the 

Western Coyote & Bobcat 

x  -RKQ¶V%REFDW6SHFLDO -'HSHQGDEOH

trapper to do some detective work. I have 

Trapping with Tom Beaudette

All lures - $24 each Plus p/h

found that instead of following trails or 

2 Disc Set – 4 hours of Professional 

New Bait! – $20/pint

primary locations, they will travel out-

instruction.   $80.00 plus $10 p/h 

side these locations. They will travel the 

John’s Ghost in the Darkness

same areas, especially if they are dep-

xBasic Coyote Control

redating, and usually take the shortest 

xIntermediate Coyote Trapping

route. But one must track them to place 

xAdvanced Coyote Techniques

$35 each or 3 for $90, plus $10 p/h



footholds or snares in the best locations. 

Also available on Thumb drive. 



I’ve discovered that barriers help, like 



barbed-wire fences, since they force or 

TOM BEAUDETTE

�Ǩ

funnel a wise old hard case to follow 

High Country Control

that route. Food sources will dictate 

where traps or snares can be effective. 

 WUDSSHUVJXQV#JPDLOFRP

%HDU6SULQJV7UO0RGHO&2



I have a friend that protects a white-



 ��Ǥ�

tail-breeding operation in an area that 

7RP -RKQ  

Free Product List

holds a very high population of coyotes. 

RIILFH  YLVDPFDFFHSWHG

The area that he traps is fenced by many 

square miles. He uses a lot of snares and 

 www.trappe rma g.com 

January 2025  THE TRAPPER   17  

[image: Image 18]

 “Thank YOU trappers for making us your 

 top choice for the past 100 years!” 

 Eight Good Reasons to Choose Lenon’s Lures

Lenon Lures®

•1 Maximum Appeal   •2 Maximum Range 

•3 Maximum Life   •4 Complete Lures 

•5 Proven Lures   •6 Original Lures 

•7 Convenient Lures   •8 Family Pride

 Made with pride using old family 

 formulas and techniques cre-

FOX #1 - SUPER ALL CALL

This well-aged, red fox gland and exotic musk 

 ated by Herb Lenon. 

formula has been a customer favorite and best 

John & Sheri Chagnon 

selling lure since the 1920s. Twelve alluring in-

gredients are blended into a long-lasting, thick 

(989) 876-2646

paste lure that appeals to all known calls of the 

Serving Trappers 

fox; hunger, sex, curiosity and nature. Both Red 

Continuously Since 1924. 

Fox and Gray Fox will always investigate this 

unique odor! Positive action and results are guar-

Scan to go to FREE on-

anteed at any type set! Customers say ‚“This is 

line Herb Lenon Books. 

the best fox lure ever made!” 

The Secrets of Successful 

FOX #2 - SUPER RANGE ALL CALL

Wolf, Coyote, Fox, and 

Same thick paste formula as Fox #1, except skunk 

Bobcat Trapping, & MORE! 

musk and other potent ingredients are added to 

ensure maximum calling power. 

All Lure Same Price

1 oz. Size ... $7.50  

FOX #3 - NATURE’S CALL

A premium mixture of Red Fox glands and enhanced female 

4 oz. Size...$25.00  

secretions are liquefied into a remarkable natural type lure. All 

    8 oz. Size...$42.00

natural passion and curiosity ingredients are added to really 

bring fox into the set! Developed for maximum results in any 

Pint Size...$80.00

season at a flat, blind or scent post set. Also adds enormous 

appeal at dirt hole sets when used in combination with your  MINK SUPER RANGE ALL CALL

secret ingredients that bring them in on the run! Positive ac-

favorite bait. This is a distinctly different odor that attracts fox  Same thick paste, multiple ingredient formula as Mink #1 with tion assured at both dry land and water sets. Customers report 

in a big way! 

more calling power. 

amazing results with this great lure! 

COYOTE #1 - SUPER  ALL CALL

MINK - NATURE’S CALL

BEAVER SUPER ALL CALL

Many years of long line professional trapping experience  The most attractive lure of its type ever sold! A supreme lique-This heavy grease consistency, totally waterproof paste lure 

perfected this well-aged, long lasting, thick paste lure that  fied lure blended with choice mink glands and female secre-contains plenty of high quality castor, essential oils, and un-

gets the coyote every time! Coyote glands, exotic musk, and  tions, rare expensive musk, and select ingredients that really usual aromatics that make it irresistible to beaver in any sea-multiple premium ingredients appeal to all known calls of the  attract Mink or Otter into a set. May be used alone or with bait. 

son. This is a customer favorite year after year! 

coyote; hunger, sex, curiosity, and nature. Both Coyote and  Choice of many long-line professionals! 

Wolf will always respond to this exceptional lure! Maximum 

OTTER SUPER ALL CALL

action guaranteed at any type set in any locality. Our best sell-

BOBCAT NATURE’S CALL

Several appealing ingredients make this the finest otter lure 

ing coyote lure for over 75 years! 

This popular liquid type urine-gland-passion scent with a  available! This thick paste formula has proven most effective touch of genuine catnip really holds a cat’s attention — and a 

in test after test. See the results this season! 

COYOTE #2 - SUPER RANGE ALL CALL

deadly grey fox lure too! 

Same thick paste, multiple ingredient formula as Coyote #1 

MARTEN SUPER ALL CALL

with more calling power. Pure skunk musk and another pow-

BOBCAT SUPER ALL CALL

This thick paste lure with many strong and appealing secret 

erful musk are added to call in coyote from long distance. 

A really powerful, thick paste lure for both the Bobcat and  ingredients works really well in extremely cold temperatures. 

Lynx. Contains a potent, alluring mixture of glands, musk,  Very attractive to this wilderness animal! 

COYOTE #3 - NATURE’S CALL

multiple premium ingredients, and just the right amount of 

Here is a top of the line lure that gets the really suspicious old  catnip found most appealing and effective through years of  FISHER SUPER ALL CALL

coyote right into the set! A Liquefied mixture of select coy-

continuous testing. No cat will walk by this excellent lure!  A weather resistant thick paste lure containing pure skunk ote glands and enhanced female secretions. Natural passion  Customers say‚“No cat lure ever made can compare!” 

musk and other strong calling ingredients to reach out long 

and curiosity agents are added for maximum lure attraction. 

distance. A fisher lure our customers compliment! 

Developed for ultimate results in any season at flat, blind or  MUSKRAT SUPER ALL CALL

scent post type sets. This lure also adds an immense appeal  Muskrats really go for this powerful and unique aroma of  WEASEL SUPER ALL CALL

at a hole set when used in combination with your favorite bait.  intensely sweet aromatics, essential oils, muskrat musk, and A thick paste formula of fresh blood, weasel musk and genuine 

Trappers really praise this lure! 

a remarkable secret ingredient used by no other lure maker!  old-time secret weasel calling ingredients that really gets the Once you see the results of this totally waterproof, thick paste 

weasel’s attention. It’s a deadly mink lure tool. Sells out every 

MINK SUPER ALL CALL

lure you will never trap without it! We have received thousands 

season! 

This thick and long-lasting paste lure contains the mink’s fa-

of testimonials on this fantastic lure! It’s an amazing Raccoon 

FREE SHIPPING on a total order of lures or video over 

vorite freshly preserved foods blended with secret ingredients,  lure tool. Try it, you’ll love it! 

$50.00. Orders under $50.00 add $6.50 shipping. 

a hint of pure mink glands and an enrager musk from a natural 

FAST SERVICE - All Orders Shipped Within 48 Hours. 

enemy that will anger mink beyond the point of caution. Many  RACCOON SUPER ALL CALL

All Major Credit Cards Accepted at www.lenonlures.com or 

years of experimentation go into this high-quality old-time  We guarantee no raccoon will pass this extraordinary lure!  call (989) 876-2646. 

formula! Superb results at any set, no added bait needed to  A premium, thick paste blend of the raccoon’s favorite foods Send Check, Money Order or Cashiers Check payable to: 

make it more effective. This lure will work where others fail! 

loaded with sweet-smelling musk, powerful essential oils, and 

John Chagnon. ***Please, no personal checks! 

Lenon Lures LLC, 1818 S. Riverside Dr., Au Gres, Mi  48703

 Visit  www.lenonlures.com   for a full line of animal urines, baits, oils, and trapping dvds. 
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FREE USA SHIPPING on all orders over $50.00

LENON’S ANIMAL URINES

AVAILABLE URINE COYOTE, GREY FOX, MINK, 

FRESH FISH OIL.  EXTREMELY INTENSE  

RABBIT, RACCOON & RED FOX

FRESH FISH ODOR. 

4 OZ

8 OZ

PINT

QUART

64 OZ

GALLON

4 OZ

8 OZ

PINT

QUART

64 OZ

GALLON

$4.50

$6.00

$10.00

$19.00

$35.00

$60.00

$7.00

$10.00

$15.00

$20.00

$30.00



$40.00

AVAILABLE URINE BEAR, BOBCAT, WOLF & MOUNTAIN LION

SALMON OIL

4 OZ

8 OZ

PINT

QUART

64 OZ

GALLON

4 OZ

8 OZ

PINT

QUART

64 OZ

GALLON

$6.00

$9.00

$17.00

$29.00

$45.00

$90.00

$8.00

$15.00

$20.00

$30.00

$40.00



$70.00

SHELLFISH OIL OR CRAWFISH OIL


4 OZ

8 OZ

PINT

QUART

64 OZ

GALLON

$12.00

$20.00

$35.00

$45.00

$60.00



$110.00

AVAILABLE DEER URINE – WHITETAIL DOE URINE  

& WHITETAIL BUCK URINE

4 OZ

8 OZ

PINT

QUART

64 OZ

GALLON

$9.95

$12.95

$18.95

$32.95

$51.95



$85.00

LENON LURES® BAITS

CHOOSE FROM SIX GREAT TRAPPING BAITS ALL WITH THE 

AVAILABLE WHITETAIL DOE IN HEAT URINE 

PERFECT BLEND OF PRESERVED OR TAINTED MEAT WITH 

& BUCK WITH TARSAL

AN ADDED BLEND OF ESSENTIAL OILS & SPECIAL MUSK. 

4 OZ

8 OZ

PINT

QUART

64 OZ

GALLON

Choose 1.) Fox & Coyote Beaver Meat Bait  

$12.95

$19.95

$24.95

$40.95

$65.95



$105.00

2.) Fox & Coyote Bobcat Meat Bait 3.) Shellfish Paste 

SCAN THIS CODE FOR 

Bait 4.) Fresh Preserved Muskrat Meat Bait  

THREE FREE BOOKS 

5.) Winter Canine Bait Tainted Muskrat Meat & 

FROM HERBERT LENON

6.) Raccoon Sweet & Sticky Fish Past Bait. 

8 OZ

PINT

22 OZ 

QUART

64 OZ

GALLON

Herb Lenon’s 

$10.00

$15.00

$19.00

$29.00

$60.00



$69.00

Mink & Musk-

rat Book, 

LENON’S WOLF NATURE’S CALL - 

Raccoon, 

PICTURED LEFT - HERB LENON IN THE MID 50’S 

Skunk, etc 

WITH BIG COYOTE, BIG CAT AND SMALL WOLF. 

Book, and 

Beaver and Otter Book.  All 

MANY MORE VIDEOS AND ARTICLES

FREE Online. 

WWW.LENONLURES.COM
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For this hatter harvest, it was square all 

the way. 

Hats were once worn by all, from pau-

per to prince, and no one walked outside 

hatless in the elements. Wide-brimmed, 

The author with part of the 

fl ashy styles of the mid-1600s, like those 

hatter trade harvest. 

worn by English Cavaliers, required 

plenty of felt, and drove fur traders ever 

farther inland to fi nd new sources of fur. 

Names like Paris Beau or the D’Orsay 

FLAT OUT FOR

were known to everyone with qual-

ity beaver top hats on every gentleman’s 

head. Here in North America, pioneer 

FLATTAILS folks spent most of the daylight hours 

outside working in sun or rain, and well 

into the 1950s men everywhere wore felt 

hats made of quality beaver. Nowadays, 

with the resurgance of western culture 

and so many folks wearing cowboy hats, 

there is ready market for prime beaver 

felt. Maybe not like the late 1600s, but 

WITH VISIONS OF HABERDASHERY, 

good enough for today’s trapper. 

IT’S BACK TO BEAVER THIS SEASON. 

ASSESSMENT & AGGRAVATIONS

Now a confession. As most of you prob-

BY CARY RIDEOUT

ably know I’m not an overly enthusiastic 

beaver trapper, despite stacking up re-

PHOTOGRAPHY BY LORAIN EBBETT-RIDEOUT

spectable catches. In fact, I’m more of a 

B

casual beaver trapper, with the pursuit 

eaver. Th

e mere mention of this 

HATTER HISTORY

of otters oft en resulting in all of the bea-

classic furbearer gets the blood 

Hat beavers, according to market sourc- ver I can skin. Sort of the reverse of most pumping and the mind racing on  es, should be large, bigger than large is bet- steel-setters. Still, with the hat market in possible potential. From big-number  ter, and borderline blanket size is better  full gallop and a good selection of tools, producers to the casual catcher, beavers  still. Imperfections such as nicks, old scars  I felt (no pun intended) it was time to go keep us bending springs over knees. As  or needlework is acceptable with good re- all NWC on the fl attails. Speaking of trap-sales have steadily improved in the felt  turns. Th

e reason is that the underfur is  ping tools, I had been quietly cashing in hat industry, the call went out for qual- wanted, not the fi ne long outer hair. But  on good relationships with competitors ity beavers to supply all of those fancy  no one buys unprime, horribly ripped or  who had decided to quit the trade. Th ey 

toppers. And never one to ignore the  damaged unsalvageable material pelts. As  had steel that I could use and one even market needs, I found myself again on  to the number of pelts, it depends on the  had a few new outlined beaver boards in the beaver line. 

quality and size of the hat, but all makers  the barn. With care and respect, I had got-need the processed felt of large beavers.  ten my hands on enough extra iron to do And that, laddie, is music to my ears! 

a respectable job on the hatter line. 
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Long-occupied flowages can be identified by a marsh. Big plews here! 

About the time I decided on a hat-

trapping campaign, a surprise windfall 

came my way. A county landowner ap-

proached me with the offer of sole trap-

ping privileges. Right out of the blue! The 

acreage was comprised of several brooks 

that all ran into a sizable stream. She ex-

plained that the property borders, access 

points and even offered to drop off the 

necessary gate keys. After hanging up I 

decided to rethink efforts and concen-

trate on this chance. Undistributed for 

years the beavers ought to be as big as 

bears, I reasoned. 

The landowner explained that the 

beavers were up to all sorts of nonsense 

and needed serious remedial education. 

She said woods roads from a log harvest 

were bulldozed in and older trails led to 

all sections of the huge property. No epic 

lugging on this line.  Also, the landowner  Generally, a round-top lodge indicates a new mated pair, not hatter size. 

said it was fine with her to remove what-

ever additional critters I wished, be it 

mink, fisher or fox. Perfect news, a wide-

open section with no limits. 

That first drive in past the locked gates 

down into the forest was like a trip to 

Santa’s Village and I whistled all of the 

way with anticipation. New country and 

no asking, what a bonus! Trouble was, 

the roads were not as advertised, with 

most overgrown and nearly impassable. 

The log harvest must have been decades 

ago and the promised access soon led to 

aggravation. It took three days of search-

ing to cipher out access, but I learned 

plenty. Flowages on this large property 

were old and established with the prom-

ise of furry occupants. As autumn scout-

ing progressed, stumps of decent height  Well below the occupied pond, a body grip connects with a big XXL. 
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Despite trying to harvest slowly, pelts came 

quickly. Darn! 

Although a body-grip fan, the author knows the foothold is the classic tool. 

appeared, food piles were underway and 

numerous points that needed square 

steel.  Once the way in was cleared up, 

the only real problems were the jungles of 

overgrown clear-cuts and the rusty fence 

lines. At one time there’d been plentiful 

pastures, but now had returned to woods 

with miles of rusted wire running to the 

horizon. But adaptable is the trapper’s 

middle name. All of that poplar regrowth 

had sent out the supper call to beavers for 

miles and the toothy horde had answered. 

Things had gone their way for years with 

new builds, rebuilds and countless plew 

possibilities. All I had to do was catch the 

big hatters and skin 'em. 

CLUES ON PLEWS

Now, a trap set on good beaver sign 

or a travel path will generally produce 

a catch, but in this case, I wanted form-

fillers that reached the edges. A worthy 

endeavor, but how to be sure of the catch 

size? I relied on past seasons’ experience 

and beaver lore that I’d picked up. As 

to possible size, the trapper does have a 

number of good indications if trying for 

hernia pullers. The farther up the stream 

you go, well above the main work areas, 

will keep the catching on the right of the 

weight scale. Some very smart setters 

recommend examining the width of ca-

nals and yarding trails to estimate pos-

sible pelt size. 

One clue that can help is the height of 

the chewed stumps, especially in distant 

work areas. We all know the yearlings 

do much of the work, but tend to hang 

close to the home ponds, while the mat-

ed pairs generally go the farthest. Any 

additional large family members also 

do the heavy lifting offsite. While not 

320-457-2058

a pure science, the taller the stump the 

more likely a mature logger is at work — 

perfect for a hatter set. 
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Bank dens can hold hefty loaners, so always set when found. 

of a single mature beaver. Another fairly reliable source are 

bank lodges, those scattered piles that only resemble a proper 

lodge in name, but were nearly always occupied by a big, dis-

agreeable loaner. 

Speaking of XL beavers, a series of dams, those goldmines of 

half a dozen working lodges along a waterway, prove tops for 

big hatter beavers. Established by a pioneer “mother pair,” these 

produce young who often move upstream or along connecting 

tributaries. If unmolested for several seasons and able to avoid 

An abandoned dam perfect for a body-grip set. Natural camo, too. 

predators, the occupants can gain real girth for a hatter beaver 

hunter. In my district, it’d been several seasons since anyone had Lodge shape has long intrigued me as a possible clue to pelt  really targeted beavers hard, resulting in big-inchers along many size and since this harvest was extremely focused, I studied  watersheds. Scouting had revealed several possible bonanzas to on the matter. Past catch notes revealed that the rougher  test these theories on large beaver locations and harvesting. 

looking the lodge the more likely it was a newly mated pair of 

2-year-olds, good size certainly but not the ones I was gun-

IRONING OUT

ning for this year. Other lodges seemed a better bet, such 

With a number of different setting situations spread over 

as smaller ones with sharp, pointed tops, usually the work  various scattered acreages and the aim to catch big beavers, I WATER

PP ING LUR  

MAGNUM MARSH CALL: This premium 

TEN MILE:  This is a real high production beaver attractor. A 

lure is waterproof, sticky and musky. 

chisel tooth lure that is a proven spring, summer and winter 

Deadly on raccoons, muskrats, beaver 

beaver scent. Naturally, it is full of sweet northern castor of and nutria. A prominent 

the highest quality but I have blended several other proven 

minty spike grabs your 

beaver call ingredients which make Ten Mile a must 

attention then it mellows 

investigate beaver lure. 

down to a heavy blend of sweet spring 

rat gland undertones.  A perfect blending of food, gland 

THREE RIVERS:  This lure is a non castor lure solely 

and curiosity ingredients. A small dip of a stick is a good 

developed for situations when castor-based type products fail to get the right application amount. 

response. Three Rivers is a food and curiosity lure that will entice traveling or resident beaver to investigate the origin of this new odor. This formulation is mild in odor but very deadly 

to curious beaver in the area. 

Place lure on existing castor 

mounds or manmade 

mounds near any well 

used crawl out areas. 

BOB JAMESON

PRICING FOR ALL

*PLEASE REFER TO THE WEBSITE FOR ALL 

1 OZ. ............$7.50

ORDERS AND THE FULL PRODUCT LINE*

4 OZ.  ....... $25.00

16 OZ.  ...... $80.00
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Any watershed will have old, 

Possible pond occupant size might be learned from stump height. 

fallen-in dams perfect for 

wandering XXLs. 

turned to the faithful square iron. Across decades, this style  scout. Are they looking over their watery empire, checking has kept many knives dull on my workbench and with good  for future otter trouble, or is it because they know the ice will reason. Large killer traps are well suited for the type of blind- soon seal them in until spring. This doesn’t happen every year point specific sets I had chosen from scouting. Simple to make  or to every lodge, but enough to be worth setting, and it re-and with practically zero refusals, I seldom swear at my body  sulted in a hefty double of XL hatter beavers. A traveling pair grips or their efficiency. But they are a heavy, slightly awk- of adults? There’s one for the wildlife biologist to ponder. 

ward tool to carry far and painful if you’ve ever accidently 

Another point where I learned hatter beavers can be har-

snapped one on yourself. With modern metallurgy, I am ex- vested is the main dam overflow, right at the bottom as it emp-tremely careful, never taking the spring hooks off and using a  ties downstream, but not on the dam itself. Keep the square third safe tool just in case bad luck fires on me. 

steel tight in place with strong supports since autumn rainfall 

With daily walking to work the lines, I had considered the  can sweep over the dam and drown your steel. Stay calm, the snare a possible choice. But instead of this modern harvest  waterflow will return to normal in day or so. These sets nail big method, I opted for the square steel more from habit than any- adults or downstream wanderers alike, with very limited pos-thing against the beaver snare. Up here in the North Woods,  sibilities of smaller beavers getting caught. 

trappers who snare beavers prefer working on frozen ponds by 

The rocky gulch was tough footing but paid in fur with big 

employing the trusty baited-pole sets. These are very popular  prime pelts taken. But I was glad to be out and onto another with snowshoe trappers where every ounce feels a ton come  section, believe me. This series of lodges was left for the re-dark. Drown-wire sets with a tight-jawed #4 foothold would  maining beavers to winter in peace. 

have worked just as well, but again, the big 8x8 or 10x10 square 

trap fills the bill for my castor catching, and should the price of hatter beavers hold, it’ll be the steel that works for me. 

OFF THE MARK

Setting for hatter beavers proved real work with heavy iron 

packed in, and surprise, hauled back out once the catching 

cools. If you’ve lugged a dozen 10x10 body grips plus wire into 

a flowage this is not news to you. Good catching is never close 

or easy, a mentor once told me, and it’s as true as ever. Add to 

this the fact that I was interested only in specific hides and the back muscles were going to get a workout. I had toyed in the 

past with stowing steel, but a “borrowing with no return” inci-

dent proved a failure that I’ve never repeated. 

With less competition, I was able to wait until the Beaver 

Moon of November before beginning operations. A couple of 

light snows came but were settled by the time I went to work. 

First off was a steep-sided stream with the promise of dams 

and lodges along a sluggish watershed. Standing on the sheer 

banks before picking my way down, I could almost hear the 

old-timers whispering there’s bound to be blankets aplenty. 

Well, we’d see. 

Working this difficult section was where plenty of scouting 

pays, as I’d chosen a rocky but passable way down. Nothing 

worse than going in cold on Day 1 and wasting time looking 

for a way in or where to set. The game plan was very differ-

ent than a standard beaver line, with some major deviations. 

I wasn’t setting castor mud mounds, no scent, no bait and 

no steel anywhere near the lodges. On the other hand, I was 

going to guard old abandoned dams or lodges, those falling-

in, condemned rubble piles. Why? For reasons known only 

to beavers, the large adults occasionally will strike off for a 
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A sharp, peaked lodge may indicate a large, single occupant. 

Remember that offer of a new section of trapping country? 

The one with access issues but big potential? That area de-

manded payment for every success. With flowages scattered 

everywhere, I had no choice but to hotfoot around using 

whatever access there was to bring the ATV or truck at least 

partway. Helpful, but I still ended up hauling dead weight, 

and with no other choice I proceeded to lay out a movable 

line. Each set was point specific, left for a check or three then 

moved along. An adult or two and off you go. 

In addition to flattails, I tried to work in an occasional set 

around dams for bobcats or fisher prowlers. Muskrats and 

mink indications had caught my eye, as well, but with bigger  targets in the bomber sights, most of the catching of these were by accident. There was just too much territory to cover and my 

weather eye was watching the sky for the deep winter snow 

sure to blanket my lines. 

One series of dams had the worst burdocks I’d ever seen — 

acres of the awful stuff. No matter where I turned the spiny 

balls peppered my clothes, stickered harvested fur, and we 

all know what a mess burdocks are ground into beaver fur. 

FELT AT A PRICE

The history of the relationship between the felting process 

and fur trapping is a fascinating subject. At the height of the 

European hat industry in the 1600s, felt was made by removing 

the outer guard hairs to reach the valuable beaver underfur, a 

wool-like product that was the perfect material for waterproof 

headgear. Cutting or plucking the guard hair was a slow, difficult job that took time and skill. This is why the early fur traders 

were so interested in First Nations Peoples’ well-used beaver 

robes, which amused the owners immensely. After all, what 

sensible person would trade useful goods for smelly old work 

duds? Well, the traders were smart because the outer hair was 

rubbed off by months of wearing, leaving the wool underfur 

ready for hat-making. 

After shearing the underfur off, a series of processes, including 

chemical preparations, resulted in a pliable product ready for the hatter’s skill. This process was a closely guarded trade secret that added to the worth of the hats. Sadly, the chemicals included a 

deadly mixture of mercury that slowly sickened the hatters with 

shakes, followed by increasing mental debilitation until finally 

death, resulting in the phrase “mad as a hatter.” A grim price for a warm, dry product. 
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Eventually, I made enough trips in to mash down a trail, but 

had it not been such a good section of XXL beavers, the bur-

docks would have won. 

STUMBLE TROUBLES

Probably the biggest issue with my hatter harvest was the pro-

cessing, and I had to carefully pace myself and not overwhelm 

the skinner. Unlike past blitzkriegs, I wanted to work slowly, al-

ways trying to catch the largest in each lodge while also avoiding the smaller stuff. Despite my best attempts to work at a slower 

pace, I couldn’t help but almost overdo the daily limit at times, 

A steep price on the hatter campaign paid off with big prime pelts. 

with a load of flattails at day’s end instead of a sensible three or four, which is really all I care to skin after supper. But you can’t fault a guy with what early trappers referred to as much plenty! 

For those of us who wander the woods, beaver trapping is 

part of each season’s furry harvest and is practically ingrained 

in our DNA. We all feel pride at carrying on a tradition and 

pursuing a furbearer with so much history. Working the hatter 

line proved a great challenge, targeting a very specific beaver 

along with supplying a product that the market desired. 

The next time a big cowboy hat goes by — smile and shake 

their hand! 

One of these extra-large beavers sure can fill a body grip. 

Cumberland's

Northwest Trappers Supply, Inc. 
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L O N   L A U B E R / W I N D I G O   I M A G E S

BEAVER FEED PILES

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY LUCAS BYKER

My oldest son, Gus, was only 6  On the way to the lodge, we checked  pole, upon freeing it from its icy tomb, when we made the trek to check  three muskrat sets that yielded a single  also felt light, so I assumed it was likely some beaver and muskrat sets in  fat rat that completely stuff ed the 120  empty. When I pulled the pole out to re-a small tributary stream. Th

is was usu- body-grip trap I had placed in a small,  set it, a 40-pound beaver came up with it. 

ally our favorite otter trapping location  fast-fl owing rivulet of water that wound  Peering down the hole I had just opened and we had several spillover sets armed  its way through the swamp. Once at the  in the ice, I could see gnarled fi ngers of and ready, but so far the highly nomad- lodge, I set Gus down so I could free two  willow and birch branches emanating ic otters hadn’t passed through. It was  beaver snare poles that were encased in  from the feed pile, and a well-worn trail mid-November, and an early cold snap  ice. On my previous check, the ice had  of sand where the beavers’ swimming had had frozen the stream to the point that  been clear so I could easily see the un- cleared the mucky bottom. 

I could walk on most of the ice surface  derwater feed pile and the bubble trails Feed piles, or caches, as they are re-safely, but it wasn’t so thick as to prevent  where the beavers had been circling  ferred to in scientifi c literature, are uni-me from easily accessing my traps. 

it. I am admittedly not a very skilled  versally associated with fall and winter Over the summer, a beaver lodge had  under-ice beaver trapper, and most of  beaver trapping. Sometimes, when look-appeared in the center of a network of  my previous eff orts had been met with  ing for a fresh lodge, the freshly cut twigs old dams and ponds that I’d been us- empty traps and frustration. In this case  stand out from a distance. Here in South-ing to waylay otters the previous two  though, I had some confi dence as the  central Alaska, the beavers don’t usually seasons. Beaver season had opened in  clear ice allowed me to see exactly where  start constructing their caches until late October, but I opted not to set the lodge  the beavers had been swimming. While  summer, and the process is a harbinger until the otter season opened in Novem- I could have made sets with baited 330s  of fall. I’ve always wondered — is there ber, fi guring that I may as well wait un- or set the lodge entrance, I opted to de- any method to the madness of how these til I could kill two birds with one stone.  ploy snare poles so that I could gain ex- feed piles are constructed? 

While I don’t usually target muskrats on  perience with a new technique. 

So for this article, I decided to answer 

my otter line, this was one of the areas 

With the ice covered in snow, what  two questions: Is there any design in how that Gus was easily able to access with  awaited us was a total mystery. Th e fi rst  they are constructed, or is it just a mess 

me, so I decided to put out a dozen blind  pole’s snares were empty, and two of the  of tasty twigs? And, is there anything sets to have some “guaranteed catches” to  four snares had caught sticks in the feed  feed piles can tell us about the health of keep him enthused. 

pile that I struggled to free. Th

e second  the beaver colony? 
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A beaver lodge and feed pile in an Alaskan mining claim. The author was called to remove the beavers in this pond when they began plugging culverts and dropping trees on mining equipment. The large feed pile in the left of the photo was comprised primarily of willow, a preferred beaver food item in Alaska. 

METHOD TO THE MADNESS

To study beaver behavior, two beaver 

The author’s son August 

with a muskrat and beaver 

kits were transplanted to an on-campus 

caught in the story at the 

pond at the University of Minnesota in 

beginning of this article. 

the 1930s. One of the researcher’s focus-

es was how the juvenile beavers would 

construct their food cache. Research-

ers wanted to understand how beavers 

would construct their food cache so that 

it would sink low enough to be available 

below the ice, but still floating above the 

bottom of the lake, pond or stream. 

The beavers on campus were periodi-

cally provided with truckloads of fresh-

cut poplars. In the fall, the beavers cut 

and stripped lengths of poplar trunk, 

three to four feet in length. The bark 

and cambium were stripped from the 

logs and consumed, leaving completely 

skinned trunks. These logs were laced 

together in a sort of raft, and the beavers 

began piling poplar branches and other 

food on top. As the weight accumulated, 

the growing cache sunk until the raft of 

poplar logs made contact with the bot-

tom of the pond. This construction en-

sured that most of the food cache would 

be available for under-ice harvesting 

during the long Minnesota winter, while 

keeping most of the branches clear of the 

mucky pond bottom. (Roberts, 1937)
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A fall feed pile comprised of willows and alders in front of a small beaver lodge. 

FEED PILE AND COLONY HEALTH

were denuded of large vegetation and  seen. The top of the pile was stacked with The lodge was positively massive, from  I could spot numerous haul-outs that  cut black spruce, and through the tannic the outside it appeared as though I could  would perfectly fit a 330 or snare. The  water I could see the blood-red bark of stand upright inside it. The banks of a  feed pile in front of the lodge was large  alder branches. I had never seen any kind series of ponds the beavers had created  but wasn’t like any other feed pile I’d ever  of spruce in a feed pile before and had 30   THE TRAPPER  January 2025 
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only ever seen small quantities of alder.  fi nd their easy meals have been stolen, Roberts, T. S. (1937). How Two CapI wondered what the signs I was seeing  but that’s part of the feast-or-famine that  tive Young Beavers Constructed a Food could be telling me. 

Alaska’s wildlife must endure. 

Pile. Journal of the Minnesota, Academy 

While researching this article, I was 

of Science, Vol. 5 No.8, 24-27. 

able to find some published papers 

WORKS CITED

Retrieved from https://digitalcom-

that examined the composition of 

Severud, William J., “AMERICAN  mons.morris.umn.edu/jmas/vol5/iss8/4

feed caches, beaver diet and impact of  BEAVER FORAGING ECOLOGY: PRE-food availability. For example, a couple  DATION AVOIDANCE, DIET, AND 

of different studies found that aspen  FORAGE AVAILABILITY” (2011). All could be a determining factor in the  NMU Master’s Th

eses. 503. 

reproductive output of a beaver colo-

ny — where aspen was available, litter 

sizes were larger and kit survival was 

higher compared to colonies without 

Coupon Code:

access to aspen. The colonies without 

Trapper

aspen also tended to reproduce every 

other year instead of annually. 

Free Shipping On

Another study, from Algonquin Pro-

Orders Over $99

vincial Park in Ontario, found that co-

nifer species and alder were exclusively 

used for dam and lodge construction, 

while the food caches were comprised 

of a variety of deciduous species, both 

hardwood and soft wood. 

Returning to the story at the beginning 

of this section, another factor that I think 

may have played a role in the dietary 

choices of the beavers was the smorgas-

board of predators in the area. Multiple 

Earn Rewards on Every Purchase

studies have shown that the presence, or 

even scent, of predators in an area results 

Free Catalog Call: 800-624-4493

in beavers being more cautious about 

traveling great distances over land to ob-

www.FlemingTraps.com

tain food. (Severud, 2011)

Th

e beavers in that area have plenty to 

be afraid of anytime they leave the water; 

black and brown bears, wolves, coyotes, 

foxes and even the occasional wolverine 

are all common in the area. For a large 

,NSXJSL8JJI

beaver colony (we pulled eight beavers 

from that pond), the pressure from their 

fear of being eaten may have forced them 

 8 5 * ( . & 1  O F F E R

to forage close to the lodge. Once the 

&RJWNHFS 9WJFYJI(ZQYN[FYJI

high-quality food ran out, the spruce 

they’d normally use for building material 

5ZWHMFXJ KN[JTWRTWJUTZSIX TK

likely became a food source instead. 

XJJIKTWTSQ^ UJWUTZSI. 
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CONCLUSION

Research for this article showed me 

 2JSYNTS9WFUUJW KTWFS J]YWF 10%TKK

that the massive jumble of sticks in front 

5WJUF^RJSYWJVZNWJITSQ^\MNQJXZUUQNJXQFXY

of a beaver lodge is just as much a feat 

of engineering as their dams and lodges. 

8MNUUNSL(FQHZQFYJIFY(MJHPTZY

From a practical standpoint, when I’m 

fall beaver trapping and see a feed pile 

that’s full of sub-optimal food, I won’t 

feel compelled to leave seed for the fol-

lowing year. From my interpretation 

of the scientifi c literature and my own 

personal observations, a colony consum-

ing sub-optimal food is in trouble and 

is unlikely to survive eight months of 

winter. Putting their hides on stretchers 

isn’t likely going to impact the following 

season’s population. Th

e wolves, bears 

and wolverines may be disappointed to 
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THE ULTIMATE

“What is the biggest secret in trapping?” the trap between the bait and the animal,  lure, it is not bait, it is not a magic set nor During almost every trapping  etc. I grew up trapping before the Inter- a secret way of doing things. Th e secret 

course that I teach — in groups or  net and information was scarce. Eventu- is a lot more boring, less fl ashy, but it is in private — there is always someone  ally, I discovered the books written in  the deadliest of all secrets — for all spe-who asks me this question or some- English in the United States and was so  cies — anywhere. Are you ready? Here it thing similar. And for years, my answer  determined to became a good trapper  is: Th e ultimate secret in trapping is ... set 

was the same: there is no secret, just  that I bought and read all of the books,  more traps. 

basic knowledge, making sets, being  learning English — and trapping — at Okay – before you say I am using the 

in a good area with lots of animals, etc.  the same time. I made a lot of errors,  same vagueness as the old-timers, let Every time I say that, someone in the  checked thousands of empty traps, and  me make my point. You learn of a new group says, “Sure — but I bet you’re not  ran longlines for a variety of animals.  set — say a bottom-edge set for mink — 

telling us your real secrets.” 

First, I longlined for muskrats, then  you read another article about it, then As if there were some. I chuckle, but  martens, then mink, then beavers, then  another article. Th en, you decide to try 

I also understand that for years, this is  fi shers, then raccoons, then coyotes and  it. You fi nd one location, make one set, what trappers claimed, that they knew  then red foxes. I trapped in three diff er- check it for one week, catch nothing, and 

“things” that others did not, and that this  ent provinces, and one state (Tennessee),  then give up. So, bottom-edge sets do not helped them catch animals when others  where I lived for school or work during  work in my area. Really? Based on one set could not. Th

is “old generation” train of  the trapping season. I always tell people  for one week? I can show you hundreds thought was common, and successful  that trapping is much simpler than peo- of locations that will catch mink at some trappers were happy to use this old line.  ple tend to believe — but aft er 50 years  point, but not necessarily in seven check As a kid growing up, I also heard a bunch  of setting traps for a wide variety of fur- days. I can take you on any longliner’s of times various answers that were just as  bearers in a variety of climates, I fi nally  line and show you hundreds of empty unclear: Put a trap in front of an animal,  realized that there is a true secret in trap- sets each day — in fact, every longliner put a trap where an animal will step, put  ping, there is an ultimate secret. It is not  that I know sees more empty sets than 32   THE TRAPPER  January 2025
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TEXT AND PHOTOS BY

SERGE LARIVIÉRE

sets with catches, so if you want catches,  you will double the catch. You caught  sets at the most. So 300 sets compared to put out more sets — set more traps — it  10 foxes with 25 sets? Th en 250 sets will  his 1,250 sets! He was running four times 

is that simple. Put out sets and allow for  give you 100 foxes, it is that simple — set  the sets, so no surprises, he was catching some of them, I would say most of them,  more traps. 

four times the mink! 

to be empty. 

Of course, other things come into 

I had the same awakening one year 

I live in good fi sher country, and my  the picture. Furbearer abundance, ac- while longlining for raccoons. I was best year I ran 250 sets to catch 50 fi sh- cess, competition, diseases, etc., can  doing 200 raccoons while trapping fox, ers; fi ve sets in top-quality habitats with  all wreak havoc with your own statis- coyote, fi sher, and wanted to catch more. 

top-quality bait, lure, traps etc., and it  tics. But in the end, the only rule never  I drove to the NTA convention and took fi ve sets in top locations for 30  changes: more traps yield more animals  spotted Red O’Hearn — the well-known days each to catch one fi sher. But 250  — so set more traps. 

trapper from Iowa — and surely one of 

sets yielded 50 fi shers, and I was happy 

I remember as a kid hearing of one  the most productive raccoon trappers I as can be. When people heard of my  local guy who apparently was catching  have ever met. Red was friendly, maybe catch, they would say, “Th

ere must be  100 mink each season. I was struggling  because of my funny French Canadian lots of fi shers cause I only got 10 all sea- to catch 30 on my own line and fi gured  accent, but when I got fi ve  minutes son.” Th

en I would ask them how many  this guy knew things that I did not. Obvi- alone with him, I was hoping to pry traps they set and they would say 20 or  ously, he must have had a secret set, a bait  some “secrets” from our conversation. 

30 traps. Th

en I would think to myself,  he made, or a secret lure that no one else  I did, and it changed my life, and my 

“Man, I wish I had fi sher numbers like  used. Eventually, I was able to interview  trapping success. Th e next season, trap-that on my trapline!” 

the guy and got my answer. He would  ping the same old line for multi-species, Number of traps out is the key factor  not tell me his set, but I asked him how  I caught 100 more raccoons and fi nally for success, and more traps always yield  many traps he would set and check. His  broke the 300 mark, which was a goal a bigger catch. You caught 40 beavers  reply? Five traplines of 250 sets each! I  of mine. Red’s secret was subtle, and he last year? Double the traps this year and  was running two lines of maybe 100-150  simply asked me a question. 
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“How many trips to the truck must you make to get your 

'coons back to the truck?” he asked. 

 “Ich Kann Deutsh” 

I replied, “At one stop?” 

He nodded. 

I said, “Normally, one in each hand, if the 'coon came by.” 

I was not sure why he asked this bizarre question. I thought 

maybe he misunderstood my question because of my broken 

FREE CATALOG

English at the time. 

He then simply said, “How many traps at one location?” 

I replied, “Normal locations one — good locations two.” 

“That is your problem Serge,” he replied. “If you can carry 

your catch in one trip, you are not setting enough traps.” 

I raised my eyebrows, not totally sure I got his point. 

He continued, “How many 'coons do you think went by after 

your two traps were full?” 

And when I did not answer, he added, “Exactly — a whole 

bunch — maybe one more, maybe five or six more. You were 

there, already stopped at that bridge, and there was 'coon activ-

ity there. Double the traps and you’ll double the catch. Triple 

the traps and you may triple the catch! But you want more 

'coon? Set more traps!” 

Then the conversation moved on to other things, and I kept 

thinking about what he said. Indeed, I always set two traps on a 

good raccoon trail and was excited to get nice doubles. I never 

had any triples — simply because I never would set three traps, 

regardless of how hot the location was. Red O’Hearn’s advice 

406-745-5115

was again a reminder of the ultimate trapping secret for all spe-

cies, all habitats, all situations: more traps catch more animals. 

32040 Allison Road  -   St. Ignatius, MT 59865  -  Fax 406-745-6116

So you want to increase your catch? Set more traps. 

Years later, I witnessed another scenario that once again 

taught me the same lesson. I was trapping a very high-density 
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“The Art of the 2” Circle” 

Fox Trapping Across 

On the Prowl for Bobcats

Coyote Fever

America

2 Hours 30 Minutes $39.95

2 Hours 30 Minutes $39.95

2 Hours 45 Minutes $39.95

fox area, and my biggest struggle was finding ways to catch 

Any two DVDs $69.95  •  All three DVDs $99.95

All orders from the ad or from our online shopping cart, pay flat rate shipping of $5.00 per order. 

foxes as close to the truck as possible. Small bait stations with 

Instructional Trapping Books by Ray Milligan

five to six snares typically yielded three or four foxes on ev-

Fox Trapping 

The Complete 

On the Prowl 

ery check and I was ecstatic. That is, until one day when it 

Coyote Fever

Across America

Cooner

for Bobcats

snowed unexpectedly. The one bait station had six snares, two 

were closed, four were untouched, and there was not a 4-inch 

square without fox tracks in it. Foxes had eaten an entire bea-

ver carcass in the 24 hours since my last visit, and not one of 

them was in a snare. I got mad, went to the truck, grabbed a 

$15.00

$15.00

$12.00



$15.00

dozen snares, and set them all — some in good spots, some 

Get all four books for $50.00
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just to say they were near the bait. I did 

nothing different, changed nothing, but 

the next day six foxes were dead and 

caught, some in the new snares, some in 

the ones that were untouched before, but 

the results were there — more traps yield 

more catches! Nowadays, when I hit this 

fox line, I step out of the truck with 50 

snares in hand and every good snare lo-

cation will get a snare. I also made some 

nice pictures of multiple catches when 

conditions were perfect. 

Being a Canadian, I am reminded of 

an analogy in hockey: What matters is 

not how many times you shoot, it is how 

many goals you score. The best player 

may have a lower percentage of suc-

cess, but if you double the shots, you will 

score more often. 

IN CONCLUSION

My philosophy now is fairly bold: I set 

more traps than the number of animals 

that I think will come by. If there is a 

pair of beavers in a pond, I will set three 

traps. If I expect a location to yield one 

fisher, I will double set. If I find a good 

crossover, I will set as many traps as the 

location will allow, making sure that one 

catch does not render all of the other 

sets useless. My philosophy on empty 

sets has also changed over time: I do not 

worry if some traps do not catch a thing. 

In fact, it was Bill Mackowski, a well-

known beaver, otter and fisher trapper 

Shipping

Under $40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .add $12.90

from Maine, who told me that to be a good fisher trapper, “You 

$40-$100 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .add $19.90

better enjoy checking empty sets!” Again, it took me a while 

Over $100 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .add $29.90

but I finally understood the point. Set more traps and do not 

 For Fast, Dependable Service and Reasonable Prices Order From:

worry if some of them do not catch anything. A bunch of them 

will catch fur — if you set more, your odds of catching more 

 11268 Frick Rd., Sterling, OH 44276 

2024 Sterling catalog send 

fur are greater. “Simple statistics Dad,” my son Nathan, who 

Ph. 330-939-3763 • FAX 330-939-5135

$3.00 or request free with order. 

studies in mathematics, would say, and he is right. Your ego 

Email: Trap@SterlingFur.com

 Send money orders, cashier’s check or certified check. Personal checks held approximately 2 weeks for clearance. Alaskan actual shipping costs, (For Canadian orders refer to Mac Trap, or Trans Canada.) Complete line of traps, lures, game calls and repair parts. We accept VISA, DISCOVER & MasterCard. Ohio residents add 6.50% sales tax. Trappers send $3.00 for the largest most complete line of trapping supplies or request one free with order. Dealers write for price list.  All states with zip codes that start with 7, 8, 9 and Montana add $4.00 per dozen or carton on traps or stretchers. Orders west of Miss. over $100 call for shipping cost. 

Dakota Line Dip

Color Choice: Black, Brown, Tan, White

Quart . . . . . $22.95   Gallon . . . . .  $54.95

Speed Dip

Color Choice: Black, Brown

 

Quart . . . . .  $22.95

 

Gallon . . . . .  $54.95

Belisle Super X Traps

Each

1/2 Dozen

Dozen

#110 Super X

$13.50

$74.00



$136.95

#120 Super X

$17.00

$94.00



$173.95

#150 Super X 1 Spring

$17.50

$96.00



$174.95

#160 Super X

$20.00

$112.00



$204.95

#220 Super X

$22.00

$124.00



$229.95

#280 Super X

$27.00

$152.00



$279.95

#330 Super X

$35.00

$208.00



$379.95
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may enjoy five catches in five sets, but  But I only had two traps, the snow was  triple, and an empty trap would have told your wallet will prefer 10 catches in 50  getting deep, and I was only there for two  me that only two animals came along, sets. If the location is there, set it. Traps  days, so the odds of a catch were low and  and that I had not missed any. But two are sold by the dozen for a reason. 

I would do only one check. But the next  full traps made me wonder what else had This year, I was reminded of it again  visit was a harsh reminder: A beaver and  gone by without me catching it. 

— at my own expense. On my fall bea- an otter — yes, a nice double, but I knew Yes, we know the lessons, but some-ver line, I spotted a nice crossover on an  I had likely missed two or three more ot- times we forget. So you want to know abandoned beaver dam and I set both of  ters, and maybe the mate of that first bea- how to catch more of anything? I will tell the 330s I had in hand there. The trail  ver. I honestly wished I would have had  you a secret: Set more traps! 

looked heavily used, and I saw another  a third trap in place either way. A third crossover on the other side of the dam.  trap with a catch would have made a nice 
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TEXT AND PHOTOS BY DARIN POTTER

I pulled up the weather on my phone. ning a trapline during the harsh winter  The author was able to capitalize on this 

“Well that was a mistake!” I sarcasti- months can be challenging, especially in  early-winter gray fox in northern Michigan. 

cally mumbled to myself. Th

ey were  Northern Michigan where I live. 

calling for up to 6 inches of snow pos-

Old Man Winter changes his mind 

sible. I had just fi nished brushing off  all  more oft en than gas prices. Weeks of  rises it can quickly become crusted over of the compacted snow from my foot- freezing temperatures accompanied by  and compacted, preventing footholds holds a couple of days ago. I know what  thawing pose many complications for  from properly fi ring. 

you’re thinking, “Here is some cheese to  trappers. Colder temperatures will keep Striving to keep all of your sets work-go with that wine!” But let’s face it, run- snow fl uff y, but when the thermometer  ing can be a challenge, especially with the 38   THE TRAPPER  January 2025
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stove is another method for making 

wax dirt, which I prefer during the cold 

months. I typically place about 2 to 3 

gallons of dirt, which I dry outside on 

a tarp during the summertime, and mix 

in the appropriate ratio of flaked wax. 

Depending on the amount of heat that 

the wood stove is kicking out, I put on 

leather gloves and use a large wooden 

spoon and stir the dirt every five min-

utes or so. When the light-color dried 

dirt starts having a wet or darker ap-

pearance, the stove is doing its job. 

Once the wax is entirely melted and 

mixed into the dirt, the whole batch 

should be darker in color. At that point, 

use leather gloves to pull the pan off of 

the stove and pour the dirt onto a large 

flat surface to spread out and cool off. 

If you need a small batch of wax dirt for your trapline, 

consider using a slow cooker. 

Utilizing a roasting pan on top of a woodstove 

is another alternative for making wax dirt. 

weather constantly fluctuating. I run a  purchasing wax dirt is more expensive When I’m finished making waxed 

smaller trapline so it is essential that each  than making it yourself, it’s worth it if  dirt I like to store it in an old container set is ready for action. I’ve been burned  you’re running short on time. 

that was used to salt the driveway. This 

before by discovering frozen traps in-

Waxed dirt is essential when trapping  type of container has a grated plastic stead of a canine at the end of a tight  during cold temperatures. It is freeze- top, which helps separate clumps of dirt, chain. What’s even more discouraging is  proof and will shed water away from  and the larger opening makes it easier to finding coyote tracks directly on top of  your traps, preventing it from sinking  pour the dirt into. An old, unscented cat where your trap is, except that, “Oh yeah,  into the dirt. You can make your own  litter container will also work, but I’ve it was too frozen to work.” 

waxed dirt by purchasing flaked wax  found that the lid is small and more chal-Although deep snow and subzero  and adding it to dirt after you’ve sifted  lenging to transfer wax dirt. No matter temperatures can hinder trapping ef- and dried it using a ratio of 3 cups per  which container I utilize, I use a plastic forts and be frustrating at best, using  1 gallon of sifted dirt. Typically, flaked  funnel with a large opening in the bot-the proper equipment and taking the  wax is sold in pre-measured bags, which  tom, which allows the dirt to flow faster. 

right steps will make trapping in the  helps you determine the proper ratio of  This makes the task much less messy. 

winter more productive and enjoyable.  wax to dirt. 

If I have any leftovers I place it in 5-gal-

After all, cold weather gets predators up 

A slow cooker is an excellent choice  lon pails with plastic lids secured on top and moving this time of year and their  for making small batches of waxed dirt  for future use, and then label them with a fur is prime. With that being said, if a  to help get you by on the trapline. This  permanent marker. 

trapper is willing to tough it out, there  method is very effective, however make In addition to waxed dirt, salt or flaked 

are plenty of opportunities to lay down  sure to stir the dirt frequently to avoid  antifreeze can also be sprinkled into the some steel throughout the winter land- burning it. Another way to create waxed  dirt to prevent traps from freezing and scape with a little grit and dedication. 

dirt is by laying out a dark-color tarp on  not firing. Lastly, dried peat moss, in lieu the ground out in the sun on a hot day  of waxed dirt, can be effective for bed-WAX DIRT

and mixing together the proper ratio  ding and covering the trap. 

If you missed out on the opportunity  of flaked wax and dirt. Similar to doing to make wax dirt during the hot summer  your laundry, it pretty much takes care EQUIPMENT 

months prior to trapping season, and  of itself, minus the occasional stirring to Although it can be discouraging to see 

need some in a hurry in order to keep  blend it together. 

large amounts of snow fall on the land-

your trapline going, most trapping sup-

A roasting pan filled with flaked wax  scape during the heart of trapping season, ply stores have some available. Although  and dirt and placed on top of a wood- with a little adjustment these conditions www.trappe rma g.com 
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Some of the essentials for winter trapping: Peat moss, wax dirt, flaked antifreeze, insulated rubber gloves, a small whisk broom, and miscellaneous trapping tools. 

will open up an entire new approach to  punch, etc., you’ll need to bring along a  out spreading unnecessary scent. It also setting your traps. After all, these types of  small plastic shovel, small hatchet, whisk  keeps everything dry and off the ground. 

weather events cause predators to be on  broom, and drill with a small 1/2-inch I modified my sled by drilling two holes 

the move looking for food and are ideal  auger bit or a long rebar stake to punch  in front, which are spaced out evenly and times to place some steel in the ground. 

holes in the ground. 

then secured two galvanized eye bolts. 

Even though the procedures and tools 

Throughout the winter months I pull  With all of my gear loaded, this provides for making your canine sets in fresh pow- a recreational sled behind me in order to  more strength when pulling the attached der look a little different, they can be ef- navigate areas with snow cover. This al- nylon rope from behind me as I set out fective. In addition to your normal trap- lows me to easily transport all of my trap- on the trapline. If you would prefer to ping tools, such as a sifter, trowel, hole  ping gear and work directly out of it with- navigate the terrain with your hands free, a pack basket is a great alternative. These 

come in a variety of sizes and are typically 

made of wood or synthetic materials. 

HARRIS TRAPS™ CENTERFIRE™ Donning a pair of snowshoes can be a 

great addition to your trapping arsenal 

INCREASING THE ODDS  •  CATCH MORE  •  MISS LESS during the winter months when deep snow causes each step to be extremely 

•  Industry’s fi rst and only 

challenging, and can even prevent you 

vertical mounted and 

from traversing some areas. Modern 

traveling pan

snowshoes would be the best style to 

•  Increased target area by 

wear because they are narrow, small in 

as much as 40%

size and lightweight, which will be less 

cumbersome than some of the large-style 

•  Harris Pivoting Swivel

traditional snowshoes when walking 

•  First and only trap with 

through brushy or wooded areas. Some 

No Dead Zone

also have cleats available on the bottom 

 Lifetime Member of 

for traction, which come in handy when 

you are walking up or down steep hills. 

 the MTA, ITA, WSTA 

Wearing snowshoes while trapping will 

 and NTA

allow you to travel farther into areas that 

Harris Traps | 801 S. Illinois St, Conrad, MT 59425 Made in Montana USA, Patent Pending you normally wouldn’t think twice about 

Harrisndztraps@gmail.com | 406-450-5961

©2020 Harris Traps. All rights reserved. 

this time of year. 
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The Amish "Secret" 

to Prostate Woes? 

The Amish pride themselves on 

1800’s.    And  it  has  been  exten-

finding  more  "natural"  solu-

sively  researched  over  the  past 

tions  to  a  number  of  health 

four decades…   

challenges that affect the rest of 



us... 

Many  of  those  studies  have 

shown that Saw Palmetto can help 

And  prostate  woes  rank  near  the 

shrink  the  inner  linings  of  the 

top! 

ciated  this  product!”  -James  Wil-

Prostate which when enlarged can 

son 

Like  the  rest  of  us,  Amish  men 

put pressure on the tubes that con-

struggle with prostate issues like: 

trol urine flow. 

If you’re looking for help for your 



prostate  issues  you  need  Prost-

-Too many bathroom trips, which 

But  Saw  Palmetto  is  just  a  small 

Fix! 

disrupt a good nights sleep 

part of what’s in Prost-Fix.  Here 

x END  THOSE  NIGHTLY 

-When it can seemingly take for-

are  several  of  the  other  ingredi-

BATHROOM  TRIPS!  Get  more 

ever for our flow to start 

ents  included  in  each  capsule  of 

Prost-Fix: 

sleep  &  stop  waking  up  every 

-And  when  our  flow  does  start, 

night 

it's  a  weak  stream,  which  causes 

Zinc:  There’s  more  zinc  in  one’s 

x INCREASE  FLOW  RATE  – 

us  to  have  to  stand  seemingly 

prostate than  in  any  other part  of 

Effective  blend  of  30  herbs,  vita-

forever to go 

the  body.    One  study  supported 

mins  &  minerals  support  urinary 

the premise that zinc is needed for 

function 

-When  it  feels  our  bladders  are 

a healthy prostate. 

not  emptying,  which  makes  us 

x QUALITY 

YOU 

CAN 

very uncomfortable 

Copper:  Copper  helps  the  body 

COUNT  ON  -  MADE  IN  THE 

maintain  healthy  blood  circula-

USA  in  a  FDA  and  GMP  Certi-

Saw  Palmetto  has  been  kicked 

tion, which is helpful for the pros-

fied  Facility  and  tested  for  purity 

around for years as being helpful 

tate. 

by a third party 

for prostate issues.. 

Selenium: In several studies Sele-

x NO  ALLERGENS  –  NO 

But  the  Amish  have  found  that 

nium has been shown to help pro-

GMOs,  binders,  fillers,  preserva-

while  taking  some  Saw  Palmetto 

tect the prostate. 

tives, soy, gluten, dairy, shellfish, 

can  be  helpful–There  are  several 

peanut and eggs 

other herbs that are just as helpful 

Cernitin  flower  pollen  extract:  In 

x 60  Veggie  caps  within  each 

if  not  more  so,  and  the  Amish 

one study it helped improve pros-

bottle.    Each  bottle  is  a  30  day 

take a combination of all of them!    tate  symptoms  in  a  majority  of men participating. 

supply 

And  over  the  past  several  years 

GET A FREE BOTTLE!  



there  is  one  product  on  the  mar-

Quercetin:  Helps  fight  prostate 



ket many Amish men now swear 

problems within cells. 

One  bottle  of  Prost-Fix  is  $29.95 

by  as  being  a  key  to  improved 

Pumpkin  Seed  Extract:  Helps 

and if you order two bottles you’ll 

prostate  health–And  that  product 

maintain a healthy flow. 

get  a  third  bottle  absolutely 

is Prost-Fix. 

Nettle Root Extract: Very popular 

FREE!    You’ll  also  receive  free 

30  INGREDIENTS  IN  ONE 

in Europe for prostate issues. 

shipping  &  handling  no  matter 

SMALL CAPSULE! 

how  many  bottles  you  order.  For 

Vitamin  B6:  Helps  boost  your 

credit/debit  card  orders,  you  can 

Scott Adams, the Product Manag-

immune system. 

er  behind  Prost-Fix  had  this  to 

call: 1-888-762-5477  Or  go 

say,  “It  took  a  great  deal  of  re-

And that’s just a few of the ingre-

to:  





search  and  time  in  order  create 

dients found within each bottle of 

TopValueSupplements.com 

Prost-Fix.    We  wanted  to  create 

Prost-Fix.  These ingredients have 



the  perfect  solution  for  those 

helped  thousands  get  their  pros-

Or  you  can  send  payment  to: 

looking for help for their prostate

tate issues under control. 



MWSB  Inc.,  834  South  Union 

–I’m  one  of  those  myself  and  I 



Street,  Olean,  NY  14760-3917  

take the Prost-Fix every day.” 

“I  ordered  this  product  for  my 



father  who  is  healthy  and  just 

Prost-Fix  comes  with  a  30-day 

And that ingredient list starts with 

turned  64.    He  had  issues  with 

money back guarantee. 

Saw  Palmetto,  which  is  consid-

frequent  bathroom  trips.  Since 

ered the “granddaddy” of prostate 



taking  this  product  for  four 

ingredients.    It’s  been  used  to 

weeks,  he  has  noticed  a  big  im-

These statements have not been evaluated by the Food 

help treat prostate issues since the 

provement.  We very much appre-

and Drug Administration. This product is not intended to 

diagnose,  cure,  or  prevent  any  disease.  Results  may 

vary. 
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After making wax dirt test it by pouring some water on top of a The author used a dirthole/trench set next to some small stumps to little mound. If it pools up, you’re using the correct wax-to-dirt target a gray fox that kept eluding him in another set. 

ratio. If not, add more flaked wax to your batch. 

SET PREPARATION  

as natural guiding and prevents the ani-

Most times my sets are already bedded in the ground when the snow arrives, so  mals from working the back side of the it’s just a matter of brushing them off and clearing out the bait hole. However, when  set. Next, I punch in a deep hole for my choosing a new area to make a set where I’ve seen fox or coyote sign, I first start out  trap chain and shock spring to go into, by taking a shovel and clearing about a 10x10-foot area down to the bare ground.  and then drive my earth anchors into the While I’m doing this I make sure to kick up some dirt onto the surrounding snow for  ground. Once the anchors are set, I bed eye appeal. This gives the canines the impression that another animal has spent some  and cover the trap with a combination of time in the location digging. 

wax dirt and antifreeze powder, which 

After clearing the area I remove a bowl shape in the ground using a steel trowel  are the crucial parts of winter trapping. 

for bedding the trap. I always like to keep the deep snow behind the trap, which acts  Lastly, I pound two holes in front of the set about 6 inches apart where I place the 

bait and lure. I also occasionally use an 

auger bit to drill small holes for these if 

the ground isn’t too hard. 

MONTGOMERY  TRAP 

Although laying down some steel for 

canines during the winter can be chal-

&  SUPPLY  CO. 

lenging and take more time, it can be 

rewarding, especially when the fur starts 

piling up. 

We carry a wide range of trapping supplies. 





You can visit us online, call or e-mail to       

place an order 

1539 West 3375 South  Ogden, Utah 84401 

Phone: 1-801-394-4686      Fax: 1-801-394-9828 

www.montgomeryfur.com      

email: montgomeryfur@montgomeryfur.com 
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Association News

Email reports to Chris.Berens@Media360LLC.com

Reports due the 1st of each month. 

anti-hunting ballot initiative defeat in the last 30 years in 

Colorado Outdoorsman Days is August 8th and 9th, 

the United States. 

2025 in Florence, Colorado. The CTPHA Fur Auction is 

Colorado Trappers

Individual donors from all 50 States along with busi- February 5th & 6th in Hugo, Colorado. There are lots of nesses, industry leaders, organizations, podcasters,  opportunities to participate and engage. The associa-

& Predator Hunters

influencers, and a host of others from the hook and  tion will once again have a giant booth at the National Association

bullet and trapping community finally came together  Western Stock in Denver in January. 

under one umbrella to show a unified force that has 

Step up. Speak up. Engage. Join the fight. Without 

never been seen to defeat the nationwide enemies  that  you, is this worth fighting for? 

www.coloradotrapper.com

were hoping to claim a victory at multiple levels so they 

Happy Holidays and most of all “Stay the Course” 

President, NTA Colorado Director, NRA Representative

could move to the next species, method of take or state  and “Aim Small and Miss Small.” 

Dan Gates, P.O. Box 128, Canon City, CO  81215

that they have in their gun sights. 

Dan Gates

719-275-4077 or 269-7972, Dan@ColoradoRidACritter.com

But to show the tenacity and disregard for public 

Vice President

process, the animal extremists groups, 9 days after the   SECRETARY 

REPORT 

Adam Warren, P.O. Box 734, Dove Creek, CO 81324

Hi Everyone! 

970-739-9404, adamwarren64@yahool.com

Election, after getting kicked in the mouth at the ballot 

I would like to welcome our new members Jona-

Secretary-Treasurer

immediately regrouped and tried to threaten and bully  than Norris, Crawford, CO; Jake Prendergast, Del Karen Gates, P.O. Box 193, Canon City, CO 81215

the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission into going 

719-276-4260 or 719-275-4077, office@coltpha.com

against the will of the people when they once again  Norte, CO; William Orr, Limon, CO; Nancy Haefer, NW Regional Director

attacked Houndsmen and Trappers, but were once  Moscow, ID. 

Kevin Herrman, P.O. Box 1862, Basalt, CO  81621

again unsuccessful as the left leaning Commission-

Please go to Coloradans for Responsible Wildlife 

970-379-5976, kherrman@advantagebuildersco.com

Management website, savethehuntcolorado.com for 

SW Regional Director  

ers actually voted in favor of Science Based Wildlife  the most up to date information on the Huge Victory Christy Bryan, 2375 Road 1.7, Dove Creek, CO 81324

Management by unanimously passing the East slope  on Proposition 127.  Make sure you take the time 970-739-6437, skylinetaxidermy77@gmail.com

Mountain Lion Management Plan and continuing to 

SE Regional Director 

support the will of the voter. 

and watch the video’s. They are very informative and 

Ethan Gates, P.O. Box 750, Canon City, CO 81215

Victory after Victory we have claimed, but the  fantastic! The only way to continue the fight is to Donate 719-371-6401, ethangates21@gmail.com

to savethehuntcolorado.com. Help us be part of the 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

extremism will not stop.  They vow to continually pres- solution and not the problem.  Also, this will have the Sept 1st 2022 – August 13th, 2023

sure and petition in the coming months not only the  most accurate information to pass along to your family, NE Regional Director

CPW Commission but they also threaten to get legisla-

Naomi Yates, 38921 Poudre Canyon Hwy, Bellvue, CO 80512

tion run in an attempt to circumvent the Election Results  friends and co-workers. Keep engaged. 

970-420-4250, naomiyatesgtb@gmail.com

even though they have consistently lost at every level 

The Outdoorsman Days Event will be in the same 

Wildlife Commission Liaison 

spot next year August 8th and 9th, 2025 in Florence, 

Dan Gates 

of the public process since 2015 and on 6 consecutive  CO.  Mark your calendars and plan on attending!  Our Fur Auction Manager

decisions since 2019. 

next Annual Board/Membership Meeting will be in 

Greg Ashmore, 38967 County Road 24, Hugo, CO  80821

The fight continues. We have proven that we can 

(H) 719-743-2552, (C) 719-760-0539, ashmore@esrta.com

win.  If you have not been part of these efforts please  Hugo, Colorado on Sunday, February 2nd, 2025 at Western Stock Show Booth Manager

join the movement.  Funding continues to be imper- 10:00 a.m. 

Jim Hooks, P.O. Box 51, Kremmling, CO 80459

ative.  A 3 million dollar opposition campaign like 

Fur Auction will be held in Hugo, Colorado.  You can 

jameshooks09@gmail.com

drop off your fur on February 1st and 2nd, 2025 with the 

Raffle Manager

we established does not happen by accident, but it  Auction being held February 5th and 6th, 2025.  If you Kacy Herrman, 1635 County Road 293, Rifle, CO 81650

cannot continue to happen without the support of the  have any questions, please contract the Fur Auction 970-379-4680, klherrman@yahoo.com

people who benefit off of the results and victories. 

Agora Wealth – Brit Waugh, 719-440-2384

Supporting CRWM, who is the only Colorado orga- Manager, Greg Ashmore at 719 743-2552. 

CPA – Ron Goodrich, 719-543-0516

nization that provides full-time lobbying representa-

Also, if you are a member and would like to sell your 

goods at the Denver Stock Show in January, 2025 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

tion for hunting and angling interests at the Colorado  please reach out to Jim Hooks at 970 406-8319 for VICTORY! VICTORY! VICTORY! 

State Capitol, needs your support.  Follow them on  more information. 

Colorado Sportsmen and Women along with the  Instagram and Facebook.  Donate to the effort at I would like to remind everyone, please continue 

entire sportsmen community of the United States collec- the savethehuntcolorado.com.  We have won many  signing up New Memberships.  This has always been tively won by exceeding all expectations of defeating the  battles but the war rages on and the well funded  important but especially now. 

Colorado Hunting Ban, Proposition 127 and the Denver  enemy will once again rebuild and not only come back Please make sure if you have an email address, I 

Fur Ban, Ordinance 308 and the Denver Slaughter  in Colorado, sooner than later, but will also change  have it. I also need a current phone number. This is House Ban, Ordinance 309 on November 5th. 

their plans and head to another State that is not as  the only way we are keeping our membership up to Through a multi faceted, 14 month, 3 million dollar  well organized, funded and ready for such assaults  date with the current information and events on a timely opposition campaign led by the Coloradans for Respon- like Colorado just defeated. 

fashion because of the rising costs of printing and post-

sible Wildlife Management (CRWM) the hunting ban 

After the Victories we have been on the road includ- age and the unreliability of delivery of the mail and the was defeated 55% to 45% in a State that has all but  ing but not limited to Presenting at the National Asso- inability to communicate immediately.  So if you want been written off because of the left wing ,liberally  ciation of Sportsmen Caucuses in Louisiana, to start  to be kept in the loop make sure I have your correct minded ,animal extremists that have not only taken  the education of the playbook and road map building  EMAIL Address.  Please go to the coloradotrapper.com over the majority of the politics in Colorado but have  that everyone wants to learn on what happened to be  website you can renew your Membership or Join our attempted to undermine all aspects of Science Based  successful in defeating the anti’s. Many other oppor- association there.  We also have merchandise that is Wildlife Management and the North American Model of  tunities and requests are coming about and we will  available for purchase.  This tool has been very effec-Wildlife Conservation. 

continue to carry the baton because this is much bigger  tive and efficient so far.  Please make sure you continue While the Colorado Trappers and Predator Hunters  than Colorado.  It is much bigger than Mountain Lions  to checkout the website for updated information.  This Association was involved as one of the partner orga- and Bobcats.  Bigger than hound hunting.  Bigger than  will be the most current. 

nizations to 127 and 308 it was CRWM and the Issues  Trapping.  Bigger than the Fur Ban. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please 

Committee Colorado Wildlife Deserve Better that rallied 

This is  the start of a movement that we can win if we  feel free to contact me at 719 275-4077 or office@

the troops, provided the ground game, organized the  don’t get complacent and think that it will never be me.  coltpha.com. 

funding, and strategized all aspects of the successful  It will never be my avocation.  It will never be my State campaign through persistence, experience, risk taking  or my preferred method of take because if anybody Karen Gates, Secretary/Treasurer

and intestinal fortitude to help create the single largest  thinks like that it, will always be them. 
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United States by women. This is good!!] Sure, hope the  had a long week and was kind of dreading the event Connecticut 

fur market improves this spring! 

but when I saw the excitement in all of the kids asking 

Do hope you all had a great CHRISTMAS and I  me questions about trapping it made it all worthwhile.  I Trappers 

wish you A super NEW YEAR 2025! Enjoy and have a  believe these events are so critical to the future of the successful rest of the season. 

trapping.  Talking to these kids at a young age about 

Association

Tip Garritt

trapping before social media or other influences taints 

CTA Director at Large East

their minds is so important.  We are despreataly looking 

www.connectiuttrappersassociation.com

for more volunteers to help out with these events.  We 

President — Scott Kneeland- 860-234-3192

can get you a kit with traps, furs, etc. and line you out 

Vice President East — Rob Lee- 860-982-2107

on the first couple seminars but a handful of us cannot 

Vice President West — Jules Perreault-203-284-8051

continue to do all of these around the state.  Please 

Treasurer — Donna Peck-860-933-8254

contact me if you are interested in helping. 

Secretary — Beth Casanova-203-214-7084

Idaho Trappers 

Fur sales are quickly approaching in Jan 17-19 

F.T.A.Director — Cameron Kelsey-619-997-2345

and March 7-9 at the fairgrounds in Glenns Ferry.  I 

N.T.A. Director — Rob Lee -860-982-2107

Association

am working hard with promoting and advertising, but 

ASSOCIATION NEWS

we need your fur and parts!  Prices are similar on all 

I am writing this on December 1st 2024. The 

www.idahotrappers.com

species with the exception of beaver prices are down 

Connecticut General Assembly was elected on Novem-

from last year and marten, skunk, weasels and badger 

ber 5th 2024’ and commences on Wednesday January  President — Rusty Kramer; idahotrapguy@hotmail.com, are stronger than last year.  I am getting calls from 

(208) 870-3217

8th 2025. The Environment Committee has not been 

crafters for specialty items with feet left on (badgers, 

Vice President — Angel Lovan

appointed yet, so we do not have its make up. However, 

cross fox, otter, bobcats, wolves) and needing badgers, 

Secretary — Mary Kramer

the DEEP and our lobbyist, Julie Cameratta are still 

skunks, otter, weasels (all color phases), fisher, ring-

Membership Coordinator/Treasurer — Natalie Quinonez

saying that anti-trapping bills will be     introduced in the  NTA Director — Mike Murdock tail cats and squirrels.  Skull prices have softened 

2025 session. SO, HEADS UP ONE AND ALL!! 

Director — Josh Rollins

on common animals but still demand for them.  No 

On Saturday October 26th, 2024, a “Trapping Matters  Director — Bernie Nelson interest in beaver tails unfortunately.  We can arrange 

Workshop of 4 hours was conducted at DEEP Sessions  Director — Tim Connet pick up of your fur around the state and for you out of 

Woods from 9:00am to 1:00pm by Tom Decker and  Director — Mike Ward staters we do accept shipped in fur but you must call me 

Chris Dwyer of the Northeast Region U.S. Fish & Wild- Director — Justin Webb first.  Please remember to bring a donation for our live 

life Service. About 25 people attended the course, most  Website — Michael Hoagland auction, these donations help pay for the expense of 

were ECAC members or DEEP employees. Scott Knee- Idaho Magazine — John Consolini putting the sale on.  Our sales are like a mini convention 

land, Dave Shepack and Tip Garritt represented the 

Membership Dues

so please consider coming if only to learn.  We have 

Junior (18 years and under): $15

CTA. Tom and Chris conducted an excellent presenta-

Regular: $40

trap vendors, demos, live band, and IDFG mandatory 

tion, which will be very helpful in fighting the anti-trap-

Family: $50

trapping classes at these fur sales.  Don’t miss them! 

ping bills which are expected to surface in the upcoming 

Life (0-74 years old): $600

Getting started on promotion for our summer conven-

session of the General Assembly! 

Life (75 years old and older): $450

tion in Salmon Idaho on June 13-14.  For you potential 

The CTA instructors who teach the Connecticut DEEP 

Sustaining Membership: $25

wolf trappers we are setting up a IDFG wolf trapping 

Canadian Regular Membership: $55

trapper training course have been kept very busy this 

Add The Trapper Magazine for $15

class that is required to trap wolves in Idaho.  Great 

fall. On Sunday October 27th, a class was conducted 

*All members receive The Idaho Trapper  

opportunity to travel to our convention and get your 

for 38 students at DEEP Franklin Headquarters and 

quarterly magazine

class knocked out.  This is going to be a huge conven-

on Sunday November 3rd, a class was conducted for 

tion and already have confirmations from several stars 

30 students at DEEP Session Woods headquarters in 

OCTOBER PRESIDENT’S REPORT

from the Mountain Man reality show and also an NFL 

Burlington. On Saturday January 11th2025, a class will 

Greetings from Idaho, 

11-year veteran that played in 3 super bowls will be in 

be conducted at the Monroe Game Club in Monroe, Ct. 

Not a lot of ITA events happened in October, but a lot  attendance with free autographs!  I have some HUGE 

Keep up the good work guys!! As you can see there is  of upcoming events are scheduled to happen.  I have a  names coming in for doing demos already.  When we much interest in trapping in Connecticut. 

pretty long wolf line out right now and have connected  have more confirmations, I will release all info, but you Well, as you read this, the fall portion of the CT.2024- on 1 wolf so far and just missed a pair yesterday.  Wolf  need to block these days in your calendars. 

2025 trapping season is history. Hope it went well  trapping is a lot of patience and mental toughness. 

Lastly, I want to thank all of you for being an Idaho 

for you.  Now it’s on to winter and spring season and  Please get out and trap this season, if you need a place  Trappers Association member.  I do these reports to beaver, muskrat and some otter. Good luck guys and  to sell your fur, please consider our fur sales. 

show you all what you are receiving for being an ITA 

gals! [There is now, much interest in trapping in the 

On Oct 18th Tim and I went to Hazelton to do a kid’s  member.  We cannot continue to be an aggressive trapping seminar for home school kids.  I had already  organaztion without members like you.  Fur prices aren’t great, and we are constantly losing members. 

Consider signing up a friend to be a member, sign your-

self up as a sustaining member or consider volunteering 

to help us out.  We cannot do all of this alone and need 

help, both financially and volunteer wise to keep this 

organization rolling.  I had a goal when I became presi-

dent to be the strongest organization in the west and we 

are well on our way but need your help! 

Thank you, 

Rusty Kramer, Idaho Trappers Association President

208-870-3217

Cortland County  

Trappers of New York 

President— Les Wedge, 607-749-3292; 

toadfish1@yahoo.com

Vice President— John Slocum, 607-849-6681

Treasurer/Secretary/Newsletter Editor— Dick Firsching, 26 

Prentice Blvd. Binghamton, NY 13901, 607-348-7631

Membership Options:

• Individual membership without The Trapper: $20.00/year
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• Individual membership with subscription to The Trapper: 

Trapline Editor — Steve Campbell, scampbell@ 

Past President — Toby Walwrath, Sagle, ID, 406.369.5119, 

$32.00/year

mtpca.com

walrathoutdoors@gmail.com

• Lifetime Individual membership without  

MUCC Director — Mark Earl, mearl@mtpca.com

Vice President East — Harold Johnson, Plentywood, MT, 

The Trapper: $200.00

Merchandise Director — Lisa Bagalay, lbagalay 

406.480.2519, bigskyhal@excite.com

• Lifetime members send Ed the $12.00/year. 

@mtpca.com

Vice President West — Matt Lumley, S Emigrant, MT, 

• Send to Ed Eaton, 1172 Rte. 392, Cortland, NY 13045. 

• All annual memberships are due in September. 

Predator OutReach Director — Mitchell McEachern

406.224.5786 / 307.705.6272, 

Director at Large — Joe Velchansky, jvelchansky 

lumleyandsons@gmail.com

AUGUST 18, 2024, MEETING MINUTES

@mtpca.com

Treasurer — Terry Sheppard, Ovando, MT, 406.793.5885 / 

The meeting was called to order by President Les  Director at Large — Erick Trombley, etrombley@ 

406.793.5718, tjsheppard@blackfoot.net

Wedge at 5:05 p.m. 

mtpca.com 

Recording Secretary — Keven Heinle, Fairfield, MT, 

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

406.899.4347, heinleantlerart@yahoo.com

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The 50/50 was won by Dale Beckwith. A bag of 

Membership Secretary — Trina Davis, Forsyth, MT, 

The MTPCA has been very busy since our August 

ten bulbs of garlic donated by Les Wedge won by 

406.346.1966, tnt4sd@gmail.com

convention. I was elected as the new President at our 

Butch Jenks. 

District 1 Director — Dan Helterline, Plains, MT, 

annual membership meeting. With all the active volun-

406.826.3250, thepinepup@gmail.com

Dick Firsching gave the Treasurer’s report, a motion  teers we have on the board, I know we have a great  District 2 Director — Bruce Hover, Clinton, MT, to accept was made by Greg Schmidt and seconded by  team to take us into the future. 

406.825.4555, bhover@blackfoot.net

Butch Jenks. Motion passed. 

We are still working on the appeal with our NRC  District 3 Director — Tim McKenrick, Boulder, MT, Les reported the club received a renewal form from  (Natural Resources Commission). As with any legal 406.431.1522, JenMcKenrick@yahoo.com

Fur-Fish & Game for the local schools. A motion to renew  issue it is a waiting game right now. This is about  District 4 Director — Scott Blackman, Wolf Creek, MT, their subscriptions was made by John Slocum seconded  Proposal G and the closing of Coyote season in the 406.235.4227, scottblackman1965@gmail.com

by Dale Beckwith. Motion passed. A discussion on  spring/early summer. This comes down to our DNR and  District 5 Director — Jay Federer, Big Timber, MT, whether to offer it to the local libraries. It was decided to  NRC not using sound science instead of using “social 406.932.5520, jayfederer58@gmail.com

do further research. 

District 6 Director — Terry Thompson, Nashua, MT

perception” to manage wildlife. 

Les reported: That family sportsmen’s day signs 

District 7 Director — Sean Davis, Forsyth, MT, 406.346.1966, As I write this, our Hunting and Trapping seasons 

were ready and will be put up this week. Rick Hammon 

Summit_chaser@yahoo.com

have begun. Fall is here and its that magic time of 

contacted the Solon Gun club, confirmed the dates, and 

Education Committee — Bob Sheppard, Ovando, MT, 

year. I hope everyone gets a chance to go out to the 

placed the flyers there. Dick Firsching and Ed Eaton’s 

406.793.5885, Bob.Sheppard@blackfoot.net

woods or water and spend some time in nature. It is a 

grandson posted the family sportsmen’s day ad on 

Ethics Committee — Allan Minear, Lewistown, MT, 

great way to “Re-set your thoughts”. If you can make it 

406.679.2361, amtrapper1@msn.com

facebook. Ed Eaton placed an ad in the local Penny- outdoors, please take a youth with you or someone who  Fur Sale — Brian Stoner, Belgrade, MT, 406.388.0103, saver and donated the cost to the club. Thanks Ed.  has not experienced the outdoors like we do. 

bmstoner1@yahoo.com

Les Asked Dale Beckwith if he would place a flyer in 

One last thing. If you are not a member of your state  Montana Trapper Magazine Editor — Ed Hebbe IV, Deer Mayhood’s Sporting Goods store? Dale said he would. 

organization or national organization such as the FTA or 

Lodge, MT, 406.846.2304, circle.h@charter.net

A general discussion on what else needs to be  NTA, I ask that you please join. The low cost to join any of  Scholarship — Gary VanHaele, Hysham, MT, done. Bob Nadge suggested checking on the number  these organizations is money well spent. All these groups, 406.342.5552

of tickets in each cup at the Chinese auction to deter- weather local, state or national fight for your rights to allow mine what things to have more of and increase those  us to enjoy our passion we call the outdoors. 

items and eliminate the ones with little interest. A 

Happy Trapping & Hunting

large quantity of traps was donated to the club by Bob 

New Jersey Fur 

Joe Velchansky Sr., MTPCA President

Poyer’s son. See attached list if you are interested in 

Harvesters

any,  call  Les. 

Ray Nolan gave a report of the meeting with NYS 

DEC wildlife biologist. Thanks Ray. 

www.njfurharvesters.org

To stay up to date on the NYSTA, please visit www. 

Montana Trappers 

President — Ron Diehl,  (908) 783-3090

nystrappers.org

Vice President — Pete Heider, (732) 995-5860

NYSTA  86th annual convention is August 29th 

Association 

Secretary — Charles Ransiear, (973) 255-0976

– 31st. 

Treasurer/Membership Officer — Curt Haberman, 

(609) 701-0143

Motion to adjourn by Bob Nadge, second by 



South Jersey Director — Bill Ford (856) 455-2801

Greg Schmidt. 

 MontanaTrappers.org

Central Jersey Director — Ed McCay (609) 567-8922

Les and Ed showed some of the traps that were  President, NTA Director, Executive Secretary — Jim Buell, North Jersey Director — Steve Decker, trapworld2000 

donated to the club. One was a Kania 2000 Trap 

Gildford, MT, 406.376.3178, 7mbuell@itstriangle.com

@yahoo.com

-Humane instant Dispatch. Interesting. A #2 Newhouse 

Oneida Community double long spring and a #1 Gibbs 

Single Grip coil spring. 

NO SEPTEMPER MEETING 

FIBER TUFF PACK BASKETS

Motion to adjourn By Butch Jenks Seconded by Dale 

Beckwith. The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

WHOLESALE ONLY   |   Retail customers can order from their supply dealer. 

Food  for  the  October  15th  meeting  John  Slocum 

Demo  for  the  October  15th  meeting:  Les  Wedge                   

Respectfully submitted by Dick Firsching

Michigan Trappers 

& Predator Callers 

Association 

mtpca.com/ 

President — Joe Velchansky, jvelchansky@mtpca.com

Vice President — Carl Roeller, croeller@mtpca.com

Treasurer — Shane Hammond, shammond@mtpca.com

Secretary — Craig Schafer, cschafer@mtpca.com

Membership Coordinator — Steve Campbell, scampbell@

AVAILABLE IN

mtpca.com

PLAIN

4” POUCH

8” POUCH

NTA Director — Ken Burzynski, kburynski@mtpca.com

Public Relations — Merle Jones, mjones@mtpca.com

Fur Sale Director — Calvin Miller, cmiller@mtpca.com

641-750-1303   •   EMAIL:TMWENGERT@YAHOO.COM
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I have just learned that Bill Phillips has died. While  Hessel, MI 49745, 906-630-4139, jbullman29@yahoo.com Membership Options:

many did not know his name, he was the ticket collec- Treasurer — Mark A. Spencer, N4552 Spencer Lane, Moran, 

• Individual membership including subscription to  

MI 49760; (906) 292-4779, spenfurs@lighthouse.net

The Trapper — $26.00

tor at the dinner for many years. Like so many of our 

• Family membership with subscription to The Trapper — 

members he never looked for recognition, he just 

NEWS REPORT



$31.00

stepped up and did what needed to be done. RIP Bill. 

Sorry for not getting these out earlier but with 

• Junior membership with subscription to The Trapper — 

Remember to send in your Bobcat and Fisher sight-



$19.00

my involvement with MTPCA and other factors (i.e. 

ings and trail cam pictures. It may not seem important but 

• Senior membership with subscription to The Trapper — 

Proposal “G” appeal) I didn’t have the time. Since 



$19.00

every bit of data helps the Division monitor the trends .  then, I am no longer the President of MTPCA so I can Complete membership application on first page of 

Also coyote an grey fox catches and road kills need to be  concentrate my efforts on NGLFH. 

association section and send dues to:

reported. This data is what drives the seasons. 

In August we met in St. Ignace at the furbearer 

NJFH, Membership Officer

Enough. Remember be safe, have fun, and take a kid 

New Jersey Fur Harvesters

workgroup meeting, being this was a non-year for any 

with you. They are our future. 

871 Rt. 50, Woodbine NJ 08270

changes Cody Norton wanted do these to get a jump on 

Jim

next years changes. The areas that were discussed that 

PRESIDENT REPORT 

are affecting us were:

Hello, I hope everybody is doing well this season.  It’s 

Otter limits raised especially in the UP, Bobcat trap-

going to be another quick report. We had another great  North Carolina ping opened throughout the Lower Peninsula, maybe 

turnout for our fur handling clinic in the south portion of 

keeping our skulls for some of the limited species on 

the state we had roughly 52 people total. Hopefully you  Trappers a every two-year cycle, fisher and marten limits and 

get this report before the end of March. 

Association

seasons although probably won’t happen for a couple of 

As most of you know our primary function as an orga-

cycles due to the change from last year. There was talk 

nization is to help everybody out with trapping and 

www.nctrapper.org

about make it a little easier about registering our pelts 

education and outlets for your fur. The New Jersey 

Cody said he would look into it. 

Trappers Association is having a live fur auction march  President — Kevin Myers, 130 West Church Street, The Association has done several public appear-24th. If you would like to sell your properly put up fur 

Richfield, NC 28137 (704-798-0830)

ances during the summer. Rudyard Days, Chippewa 

there you must bring it Saturday morning March 23rd  Vice President — Robert Newsome, sgtnunu@yahoo.com County Fair and Oswald Bear Ranch. If anyone wants 

to space farms zoo and museum in beemerville New  Secretary — Matthew Bishop, 206 Knoll Way, Hubert, NC 

to help out on these events, we will be doing them next 

Jersey. Be there early !!!! If you still would like to ship 

28539 (910-545-7760)

Membership Secretary — Dan Hunt, 901 Tamaras Cir, Wake 

year PLEASE contact one of the above officers. Also, if 

to fur Harvesters auction in Wisconsin we will be doing 

Forest, NC 27587; 919-244-9295

you have any events in your area, please contact one of 

a fur pickup and our spring meeting the following week- Treasurer — Joey Smith, 262 Mewborn Church Road, us to get help to do the event. 

end on Saturday March 30th. Same place as last year 

Snow Hill, NC 28580; 919-738-4683, dodgeram1986@

jamesburg Field & stream gun club Manchester New 

exede.net

MEETING MINUTES FROM THE ANNUAL MEETING

Jersey on Route 70. Keep an eye out for the newsletter  NTA Director — Nelson Pearce, 5612 Hopkins Chapel Rd., Opened with finance report by Mark Spencer jr. 

with the rest of the information. 

Zebulon, NC 27597; (H)919 269 6710; 

September 1, 2023 – August 31, 2024

We don’t have many meetings there in the year but 

(C) 919 868 5592; nelsonpearce@att.net

Balance as of August 31,2023 ($ 9,522.86). For 

the ones we have are pretty important so mark your  FTA Director — Robert Newsome, 252 Yasmine Lane, Vilas,  a complete list of the finance report contact Mark calendars for that day hope to see you then.  Ron

NC 28692 (828-925-6920)

Spencer jr. 

General Organizer — Harold Dorsett, 2203 Efland Cedar 

Under old business, Dave Spencer & Ed Kramer set 

Grove Road, Efland, NC 27243 (919-732-7878)

up a table at the Chippewa County Fair and Oswald 

Education Coordinator — Todd Menke, 2663 Tar River Road, 

Bear Ranch and sold some fur, an estimated amount 

Creedmoor, NC 27522; 919-885-6187; 

($1,406.00). 

New Jersey Trappers 

minkster1971@gmail.com

Next Mark Spencer jr. talked about the coyote appeal, 

Newsletter Editor — Dan Hunt, 901 Tamaras Cir, 

Association

Wake Forest, NC 27587; 919-244-9295

last year in June or August the NRC voted 4 to 2 to stop 

Merchandise Coordinator — Robert Webb, 190 Fourth Creek  coyote season from April 15th through July 15th. This Drive, Woodleaf, NC 27054, (704-278-4826)

was due to the social pressure put on by the dog hunt-

ers because of pictures that were put on Facebook of 

President — Chris Quilliam, chrisqnjta@yahoo.com

Vice President — Andrew Burnett, 609-226-2843

whelping mothers shot and the young. The NRC used 

Secretary — Frank Voris, 862-266-1617

social science as their reasons for that. Michigan Trap-

Field & Ed — Chris Keane, 973-557-7596

Northern Great 

per Predator Caller filed first on the appeal in Mackinac 

Membership — Don Rolfs, 201-538-2256

Lakes Fur 

County, Michigan United Conservation Club filed in 

Ingham County following to appeal the decision based 

NEWS REPORT

Harvesters, Inc. 

on violation proposal (G). Proposal (G) requires biologi-

Well another convention is in the books. I don’t have 

cal science. This has nothing to do with social science. 

time to wander around and watch the demos and talk  President — David Spencer, 6873 W. Kallio Rd., Kinross, In this prosses Michigan Trappers started requesting 

to the vendors, but from what I saw things went pretty 

MI 49752, (906) 495-5205

funds. UP Trappers have given ($4,500.00), North-

smoothly.  The dinner was a big hit again. Thanks Ryan, Vice President — Ed Kramer, N78634 Millicoquin ern Great Lakes Fur Harvesters Inc. have given them 

Betty and all those who helped. 

Lake Drive, Engadine, MI 49827, (231) 613-5122; 

($4,000), along with other organizations have given 

Thank You to all the dealers who setup and sold 

edkramer1954@gmail.com

them money to support this appeal throughout the U.S. 

supplies. You guys and gals make the whole thing  Secretary — John Bullman, N5140 Simmons Rd., The last time Mark Spencer Jr. spoke with the trea-worth while. 

sure they have received approximately ($ 33,000). The 

Mackinac County judge transferred the case to Ingham 

 Tan Services

 We Buy Deer Hides

County to handle this case in one court, both cases 

will be combined as one. MUCC has their lawyers and 

Michigan Trappers has our lawyers and they are work-

ing together. This appeal will not be heard until maybe 

December or January. Note if we lose this appeal, it will 

impact on other hunting and trapping regulations in the 

future that may not be in our favor. 

Awards: Mark W. Spencer lifetime achievement 

award went to (Larry Finch jr.). 

Trapper of the year award went to (Jerry Collins). 

The President award went to (Steve Mills). 

Next in order: The Northern Great Lake Fur Harvest-

ers Inc. convention is getting harder each year to set up 

www.LittleMountainFurs.com

without the help of members and volunteers, at this time 

we have a limited amount of people helping. PLEASE! 

717-821-9704

We cannot stress this enough if we can’t get the help 
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we need from our members, this convention is at risk 

of not happening anymore. This convention is more 

than just a few vendors and people swapping trapping 

stories, its about our future trappers “The KIDS”. I have 

been a trapper since I was 8 years old, I learned from 

the elders. I am 51 years old, and I am still learning from 

them. It brings great pleasure to see our youth engage 

at these conventions each year and people who have 

never been trapping before and are interested in seeing 

and learning about our lifestyle. 

This is what we need to do to get this done. We need 

people to show up on Wednesday & Thursday before 

the convention starts and get the building cleaned 

up and setting tables and getting things ready before 

Friday & Saturday’s convention. We need a minimum of 

7 people in the convention building helping with admis-

sions and drawings and giving other members a break. 

Folks, this is not a tall order if we can pull together. I’m 

respectfully asking that we do this. 

Thank you, 

Secretary, John Bullman. 

If you missed the convention and want to renew your 

membership contact John Bullman at the above info. 

Will have update in January on the Convention and 

discussion about our dinner in February. Next meeting 

Oct 16 at 6:30pm location Mark Spencer’s shop. 

Thank you, 

second before you push send, and about think how  season, my favorite time of the year. I hope we have a Mark Spencer, Treasurer

your picture appears. None of us like to view bloody  foot of snow to trap in. 

or muddy animals. Give your catch and the people 

News items:

who are viewing it some respect.  Think a little bit and 

*Feb. 23rd at 2:00 is our gun raffle meeting held at 

let’s raise the bar on catch photos. Time to get off my 

Pennsylvania 

Conneaut Lake Station 2 fire hall, turn in tickets and 

soap box. 

make plans for the big day. 

Take a newbie or a youngster along and push 

Trappers

*Our gun raffle on April 5th Sparow Pond Waterford 

membership in our organizations. We need to keep it  PA.  This is our big fund raiser, so please come and join Association Inc. 

going, we need support so we can continue doing what  us it is a great time. 

we enjoy. 

www.patrappers.com 

*The State Banquet Hosted by District 4 will be in 

Steve Linn

April. These guys do a great job: try to make it. 

President — Charlie Sykes, 1265 Airport Rd., Stoneboro, 

NTA Director 

If you are out there trapping fisher and bobcat, don’t 

PA 16153, 724-866-4286, president@patrappers.com

forget the exposed bait law in PA. Also use body grip 

Vice President East — Mike Spittle, 717-648-1552, 

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR’S REPORT

traps according to the state law. If you don’t use the 

spittlefam@comcast.net

Greetings fellow trappers, 

cable restraints take the course and give them a try it 

Vice President West — Don Klinger, (814) 541-1025; 

I hope you are having some great times on the trap 

advantage16@verizon.net

is a lot of fun and it’s easier to keep them operating 

line this winter.  I am looking forward to some additional 

Secretary — Greg Grimm, P.O. Box 515, Indian Head, PA 

in the dead of winter. Have fun, enjoy our craft, have 

trap camps this summer in conjunction with the PGC 

15446; 724-323-5958; ggrimm@lhtot.com

something made with your fur, and wear it with pride. 

Hunter Education Division folks.  Last year’s camp in 

Treasurer — Donna Spittle, P.O. Box 708, Hummelstown, 

Andrew Hyde

the Southwest was a great time and we hope that we 

PA 17036; 717-239-9267; spittlefam@comcast.net

are able to find some locations in other areas of the 

DISTRICT 2 REPORT

Editor — Julie Strohecker, 7 Watershed Road, 

state this summer.  As soon as we have some dates 

Klingerstown, PA 17941; juliestrohecker@hotmail.com

Greetings Trappers, 

and locations, we will post the information.  If you need 

NTA Director — Steve Linn, 449 Greenhouse Lane, Zion 

At the time of this report, Nov. 12, another season 

any PTA educational materials make sure you contact 

Grove, PA 17985; 570-912-8372; stevelinn@gmail.com

is here already.  I’m ready for some water trapping in 

FTA Director — Dave Eckels, 253 Lutes Road, Finleyville, 

your directors and have them get me the requests.  If  a couple weeks myself. I know some who are into the PA 15332; 724-348-6721; 

you have not done so yet, make sure to introduce some  canines now,    ]whatever you’re into, have fun and be dleckels@verizon.net

new folks on your trap lines this winter. 

safe. Our next meeting will be Feb. 2nd at Happy Hunt-

Public Relations Director — Dan Lynch, 15 Rolling 

PR Director 

ers Club. Doors open at noon and the meeting starts at 

Rock Rd., Boyertown, PA 19512; 610-427-0616; 

Dan Lynch

one. Next will be our annual fur sale on Feb.22, 2025 

lynchdaniel99@gmail.com

DISTRICT 1 REPORT

at the Burnt Ridge Bow and Gun Club, 493 Ridge Rd., 

VP EAST REPORT

Cowansville, PA 16218. 

Merry Christmas to everyone! It is fisher and bobcat 

Trapping season is now halfway over, and hopefully 

your stretchers are filling up for the second or third time 

and hopefully you are enjoying and savoring every 

moment.  It’s really great when you can take someone, 

especially a youngster, along with you and share with 

them what you do. I started this a couple years ago 

with my 2 grandsons (granddaughters too occasion-

ally) and it has been great to pass along this tradi-

tion to them.  You get to spend time with them on the 

trapline and furshed and really create a bond that will 

endure forever.  They think they’re just trapping foxes, 

but there’s a whole lot more going on.  I want to wish all 

of you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year. 

Mike Spittle 717-648-1552

NTA DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Another season is upon us. I see some of us are 

using social media to share our catches. Pause for a 

 www.trappe rma g.com 
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For more info call 724-763-1558

Hope your trapping season is looking great.  Just a  Foxes, coyotes, muskrats, bobcats, fishers, otters, and Take Care, 

short message. The upcoming events for District 7 are:

weasels are needed. 

Val

*The Fur Sale at Montour DeLong Fairgrounds, 

District 9’s annual Notheast Regional Coyote Hunt 

DISTRICT 3 REPORT

Washingtonville 8 A.M. on February 23, 2025

will be January 31, February 1&2, 2025.  Important 

changes for this hunt in 2025 include:  Weigh-in will be 

Howdy all, 

*Spring meeting will be March 2, 2025 at the Green  at the Hop Bottom Fire Company 150 Center Street, Well, the time sure is flyin by! I hope everyone is  Twp Building, Loganton, PA (food at noon; meeting at  Hop Bottom, Pa 18824., the entry fee is reduced this having a great season and the fur is stackin’ up in yer  1pm). More details will be given at this meeting for the  year to $32.00 / $42.00 with a cash prize for the heavi-sheds. FYI, this year’s fur sale is being held at the  events in 2025. 

est female being offered, there WILL NOT BE an after-

Youngwood Sportsman’s Club (196 Sportsman’s Road, 

Wishing everyone a Blessed Holiday season. 

hunt dinner.  As usual, if you wish to enter and need 

Youngwood, PA) on Sunday, January 26 at 9:00. The 

Until next time, 

an application you can find a printable registration 

fur don’t seem to be worth much, but we’re looking 

Larry Miller Jr., District 7 Director, 570-337-9208

form on the Pennsylvania Trappers web site. Hunt 

forward to BS-ing a lil. 

 DISTRICT 8 REPORT

rules are shown on the registration form found under 

Till next time, 

Hello All, 

District 9 events. 

Keep an eye on the horizon! 

District 8 would like to wish everyone a Merry Christ-

The District 9 fur sale will also be held at the Hop 

John Wilkinson, 724-640-2175

mas and a Happy New Year. 

Bottom Fire Company.  Times for the fur sale are 9 A.M. 

DISTRICT 4 REPORT

We hope everyone is having success trapping and  until noon on February 8, 2025. 

It’s been quite the summer with all kinds of demos  enjoying their time spent doing so. Fisher and bobcat Once again, I need to ask for members to serve as 

and events to attend, I got to talk with a lot kids and their  season is going on, and if you’re targeting those  an officer for our District.  Anyone needing information parents. Who knows, we may get to see them at one of  species hopefully you find success with that as well. 

about District 9 and/or duties of officers can contact me 

the many fur sales hosted around the state. 

All of District 8 meetings and events are loaded onto  at 570-485-4366. 

District 4 will host a fur sale is January 18th in Kersey  the website patrappers.com for anyone wanting infor-Keep trapping, it is good for the soul and the body. 

at the Fox Township Sportsman Club. Once again,  mation on them you can find it there, along with Face-Terry Lutz

we’re hoping for an auction format, all buyers welcome. book and we are getting some flyers out as well. 

DISTRICT 10 REPORT

The State Banquet will be here before we know it, 

Our next meeting will take place at New Bloomfield 

What a start to the trapping season; I can’t remem-

April 26 it seems far off but so did the start of trapping  sportsman on January 19, 2025

ber such dry conditions. Great fox land trapping, but a 

season. Plans are in the works and things seem to be 

I would like to give you a rendezvous update, after  lot of the small streams are dry or very little water for moving along. Check the web page for information or  all, it’s only 6 months away! Everything is in place  water trapping. 

call 814-335-4526 to order tickets. As always, we can  and pretty much ready to go. Also, reminder of the Saturday, Jan 18, 2025, is the date for the District 

use help and any donations you can supply us, it can  chicken dinner on June 14th at 4 P.M.  Dinners must  #10 Fur Sale at the Stockertown Rod and Gun Club, only make the banquet better and more fun. 

be ordered and paid for ahead of time by 5/3/2025. If  206 LeFevre Road, Stockertown, PA 18083.  Doors Again, the Game Commission is asking for our help  you want to get a hotel room from the host hotel to get  open at 7:00 A.M. and the sale starts at 9:00 A.M.  Set collecting grey fox and weasel carcasses to try to help  the discounted rate, you will need to book your room  up is 5:00 P.M. on January 17, 2025.  Clean up immedi-understand their number reductions.  If you’re able to,  by February 1st.   You can find that information on the  ately afterward.  Once again, no commission charged. 

freeze it and bring it to the fur sale and I’ll take it and get  flyer.  We have a great rendezvous lined up for you, so  Call 610-759-9203 for details. 

them to PennVet for testing. 

make your plans now to attend June 12-14 2025 Ship-

Have a safe and enjoyable trapping season. 

Thanks for all the support, the next banquet planning  pensburg Fairgrounds!! 

God Bless, 

meeting will follow the fur sale 18th. If you have a ques-

Our next district show will be our 11th annual spring 

Bob Counterman

tion reach out and I’ll see what I can do. 

sportsman show held at Blain picnic grounds in Blain 

Jeff, 814-594-1025

PA. If you are looking to sell some stuff you’ve collected 

DISTRICT 11 REPORT

over winter months, this is a good place to do it. For 

DISTRICT 5 REPORT 

With trapping season in full swing, I’ll keep this short. 

information on inside spaces or tailgating please  I want to pass along the meeting dates for 2025 that we Hello fellow trappers, 

contact me. 

decided on at our Middlecreek meeting.  Feb. 20th will 

I hope everyone is doing well and had a good 

As always, try and introduce someone into trapping,  be at the Lawn EC Church 5570 Elizabethtown Road Thanksgiving. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and  young, old, it doesn’t really matter, it’s the least we  Lawn PA at 7 P.M.  The April 27th meeting, held at 2 P.M., Happy New Year.  Trapping is well on its way!! Hope all  can do. 

will be at Auburn Game & Fish 29 River Rd. Auburn PA. 

trappers have a successful and safe season. 

Till next report, 

August 3rd will be the meeting at Millcreek Sportsmen’s 

Our fur sale will be held February 9, 2025, at the 

Eric Woy, 717-552-7413, Woyeric9@gmail.com

Assoc. Windy Hill Rd Lancaster PA, and our October 

Bedford 4H Building, Bedford PA. Doors open at 7:30 

meeting at Middlecreek will be Oct. 12th at 2 P.M. 

A.M. and the sale starts at 10 A.M. Any questions 

DISTRICT 9 REPORT

The District 11 2025 fur sale is January 11th at the 

please contact Dale Yoder (814) 475-7330. 

Happy 2025 to all.  I hope everyone has gotten  Ono Fire Co. Ono PA.  Doors open at 7 A.M. and the sale As always keep your memberships up to date. 

out and set a few traps this season.  There are still  starts at 9 A.M.  You must be a PTA member to sell fur at Until next time, 

a lot of opportunities to catch critters while the furs  this sale.  All licensed PA fur buyers are invited to attend. 

Dale Yoder, District #5 Director

are prime.  For anyone who isn’t aware of the Wildlife 

Futures furbearer research activities of the PA Game 

Don’t forget about the state PTA banquet on April 26th, 

DISTRICT 7 REPORT 

Commission in cooperation with the Pennsylvania  hosted by District 4 at The Red Fern, Kersey PA.  Call Hello Fellow Trappers, 

University Veterinary College, please be advised that  Rob Daniels at 814-335-4526 to get tickets The weather is still warm for fall as I’m writing this.  they can use your carcasses.  A phone call is all it From my furshed to yours, have a Merry Christmas 

takes to have people pick up carcasses being studied.  and a Happy New Year! 

Mike Spittle, 717-648-1552, spittlefam@comcast.net

DISTRICT 12 REPORT

Greetings fellow PA trappers and District 12 members, 

SEND S.A.S.E OR 

As I write this, it is mid-November and I’m about to 

CALL EVES. FOR LIST

get rolling on the fox line for the next two months. The 

weather pattern has been incredibly dry thus far, so need-

OF NEWHOUSE AND  less to say, there will almost certainly be an inch and a half of rain three days after I’m up and running. We’ll see 

A FEW OTHER TRAPS. 

what this winter holds weather wise. I’m hoping for more 

snow than rain with any luck. 

We held our fall meeting on October 20th and had 

ROGER GIESE

18 members in attendance. I’d like to thank Gary 

Groenewold, Todd Pride and Duane Dunmire for 

attending the meeting as guest speakers. We greatly 

P.O. BOX 741  •  GRANBY CO, 80446 appreciate the time that each of these gentlemen took to share with us what some of their current initiatives 

PH. 970.531.7302 OR 715.610.7643

are, and how they are helping to serve trappers and 
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trapping in Pennsylvania. We also received a very 

generous, anonymous monetary donation from one 

of our members for which we are very grateful. It is 

always refreshing to see trappers taking care of other 

trappers, both current and future. 

The following Saturday brought the opening of the 

Pennsylvania 2024/2025 trapping season and our 

annual District 12 First Fox Contest. I’d like to thank D12 

members Alan Claycomb, James Elburn and Joe Haney, 

along with D11 member, Dick Atkins, for coming out to 

support the district and share some camaraderie. The 

field outside of the Perkiomen Sportsman’s Club had 

12 traps waiting in it that night for any fox that decided 

to stroll through. I’m happy to report that James Elburn 

took two reds overnight and won the contest. James has 

a major trapping goal ahead of him this season and plans 

to hit the red fox hard. We wish him the best of luck and 

look forward to doing this contest again next year. 

After checking traps at the contest on Sunday, I 

headed to Del Val University to join our PR Director Dan 

Lynch for multi-agency day. We represented the PTA 

and spoke to roughly 30 wildlife conservation seniors 

about the importance of regulated furbearer trapping. 

Dan also gave a demo on canine trapping and showed 

the students the proper technique to remove a dog 

from a foot hold trap. These young people are getting 

ready to enter the working world in fields that have the 

potential to directly effect us as trappers. They were all 

very engaged and asked several meaningful questions 

throughout the morning. I am hopeful that many of them 

prove to be allies to trappers in the future. 

This issue will be hitting mailboxes just before Christ-

mas. Wishing all of you a very merry Christmas and a 

prosperous new year.  I’m looking forward to another 

eventful year for the PTA in 2025.  As always, please do 

not hesitate to reach out should you need anything. 

Sincerely, 

Joel DiLorenzo, (610) 405-6057

thelonetrapper@gmail.com

Know your Roots, Portable Pocket Sets, Turtle trapping, 

UPCOMING EVENTS

POSITIVE FORWARD MOTION

Mink/Muskrat trapping, Woods Walk, Kids Scavenger 

• January 2025  Board of Directors Meeting  TBA

Hunt, and Dying and Waxing traps.  Saturdays demos 

• February 28-March 2, 2025, WVTA Fur Auction 

started with General snaring, Skunk skinning, Fox trap- Gilmer County Recreation Center  Glenville, WV. 

ping, Red fox skinning, Coyote trapping, Survival Scenar- Finished Fur will be consigned starting at 9AM Friday, West Virginia 

ios, Coyote hunting, Coyote trapping, General outdoor  February 28th and again on Saturday.  Dealers lots Trappers

knowledge from hunting to trapping, Turtle butchering,  are graded at the end of each day. Fur Auction will be Kids scavenger hunt, basket making, Dye/wax traps,  Sunday, March 2, 2025 at 1pm. 

Association, Inc. 

Rolling pin throw for the ladies, Skillet toss for the ladies, 

• June 7, 2025  Board of Directors Meeting 

Hay scramble for the kids, Youth trap setting contest,  Glenville, WV

www.wvtrappers.com

Adult trap setting contest, and a Benefit Auction.  Satur-

President: Jeremiah Whitlatch, 243 Alfred Road, Davisville, day morning also began with the Trappers Education 

For more information, contact Jeremiah Whitlatch at 

WV  26142, 304-916-3329

Classes for all ages, and was very well attended.  All the  304-916-3329. 

Vice President: Steve McCue, 510 Ottmer Road, 

donations that came in for the Dale Barker Fur Handling 

Summersville, WV 26651, 304-619-1170

Secretary: Catherine Whitlatch, 243 Alfred Road,  Davisville, Program bought 6 fleshing beams, 6 Necker knives, and 

Glenda Schimmel

WV 26142, 304-210-2963, members@wvtrappers.com

other items needed.  This allowed so many kids and 

Media Committee

State Organizer: Warren McClung, 83 Woodland Hills Dr. 

adults to learn how to flesh racoon.  Tom Snyder and 

Chapmanville, WV 25508, 304-601-8350

Steve McCue, veteran fur handlers led the teams. 

FTA Director: Vacant

NTA Director: Jeremiah Whitlatch, 243 Alfred Road, 

Davisville, WV  26142, 304-916-3329

Membership Options:

$25  Basic Membership

$37  Basic Membership with The Trapper

 Free Supply Catalog

$19.50 Junior Membership (age 16 and under) 

$250 WVTA Senior Lifetime  

Listing a complete line of: Trapping, Coon

(age 65 & older, no magazine) 

Hunting, Predator Calling, Dog Supplies, Knives, 

$500 WVTA Lifetime Membership (no magazines) 

Books, DVDs, etc. 

under 65 years old

$5 Supporting Membership

 ³2XUWK\HDULQ%XVLQHVV´

New WVTA patches are now available

Southeastern Outdoor

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Supplies, Inc. 

On September 20-21, 2024, the WVTA held its annual 

4250 Figsboro Rd. 

WVTA Convention at the Gilmer County Recreation 

Martinsville, VA 24112

Center in Glenville, WV.  The convention was very well 

attended.  Friday started with several demonstrations. 

Ph: 276-638-4698

Raccoon skinning, Racoon trapping, Fisher trapping, 

www.SoutheasternOutdoor.com

Bobcat trapping, Beekeeping seminar, Beaver trapping, 
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TTHHE

C L A S S I F I E D

marketplace Call or Click Phone (440) 986-3366  • FAX (440) 986-2072

9191 Leavitt Road, Elyria, OH 44035

JR JEFF ROBINSON - Eastern Fox DVD Broadcast Quality $29.99

northerntrapping.com

900 

TAXIDERMY & TANNING

1100 FUR 

BUYING/SELLING

LAKE ERIE MARSH

SPECIAL GAUNTLETS

WANTED: WILD TURKEY FEATHERS

FOR  SALE

TURKEY WINGS — UP TO $8.00/PR

32 inch Highly Flexible in cold 

Tanned Furs & Hides, Antlers, Skulls, Teeth, Buckskin, 

TURKEY TAILS — UP TO $10/EA

water shoulder gauntlet with 

Rawhide, Claws, Feathers, Sage, Sweetgrass, Etc. 

textured hand seamless 

ANTLERS, SQUIRREL TAILS, BEAVER  

Over 10,000 Items! 

construction developed by 

CASTORS & MANY OTHER PRODUCTS. 

VIEW THE COMPLETE CATALOG ON

Northern # 1 selling 

EMAIL: info@whitefoxfur-feather.com 507.869.FURS (3877)

THE INTERNET (PICTURES)

water glove  79.99 pair. 

White Fox Fur & Feather Co., 300 Main St. S, Pemberton, MN 56078

www.hideandfur.com

 Shipping info

0-40 $11.90, 41-99 17.90, 100 and up $27.90

1500 

TRAPS FOR SALE

www.molnaroutdoor.com

www.northerntrapping.com

www.molnaroutdooronline.com

QUARLES TURTLE TRAPS

 Quality Handmade Snapping Turtle Traps

4665 Backshelltown Road

2000 

LURES FOR SALE

Marion Station, MD 21838

Alfred Bradford

410-957-0183

LENON ANIMAL LURES

E-mail: marumscoal@aol.com

Serving Trappers  

1600 TRAPS 

WANTED

Continuously  

Since 1924

LENONLURES.COM

WANTED

#6 Newhouse Bear Trap

PAUL POLLICK’S

PAYING $2000+++

 Whitetail Deer Lures Since 1995

GREG HOVEY WV | 802.274.2705

We produce the largest selection of natural 

musk scents, lures, and specialty urines. 

SLICKPAN5@GMAIL.COM

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

WWW.DEERLURES.COM

1800 SUPPLIES

READ PAUL’S TIPS 724-295-3543

1050 FUR 

HANDLING

Larry A. Finch

Pingley’s Professional Lures

www.traptags.com

Formerly Dirk Miller’s High Plains 

DRESSED WILD FUR WAREHOUSE

CELEBRATING 54 YEARS IN BUSINESS

419.924.2234

Professional Lures

DRESSED FUR ONE SKIN TO ONE THOUSAND

Making quality Trap Tags 

Duke & Jack Predator Lures

LARGE LOT DISCOUNTS

for over 40 years! 

TRAPPING SUPPLIES FOR SALE

ALSO BUYING ALL SECTIONS OF WILD FUR

Licensed  304-641-7908

CONTACT MASON 810-705-7503

pingleyprofessionallures.com

BEAR TRAPS

    We accept credit cards 

M A D E   I N   U S A

   

and PayPal. 

Heavy cast iron jaw with teeth. 

Tempered steel springs. 

8227 LOWERTIMBER RIDGE RD

#15-36” long, weight 24 lbs. 

RIVERTON WV 26814

#6-45” long, weight 50 lbs. 

Great for decorating sporting goods 

stores, bars, restaurants, hotels, 

resorts, tourist shops and family rooms. 

#15.............$395.00 + S & H

#6.............$495.00 + S & H

\HDUVRIH[SHULHQFHFXWWLQJDQGVHZLQJIXUV

 Shipping included to the continental US

&XVWRPGHVLJQVFUHDWHGWR\RXUVSHFL¿FDWLRQV

 Dealer discounts available. 

+DWVPLWWHQVFRDWVMDFNHWVYHVWV

JIM RIVER 

EHGVSUHDGVPDGHRXWRI\RXUVNLQVRURXUV

SUPPLY, LLC

,I\RXFDQGUHDPLWZHFDQPDNHLW

13185 RODAYO DR

4XLFNWXUQDURXQGWLPHV

PIEDMONT, SD 57769

Ph. 605-510-7060

Mt Morris, MI

sales@jrsupplyllc.com

810-670-3877

jrsupplyllc.com

Superiorfursandleather.com
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2000 

LURES FOR SALE

Winter Wildlife

Control Bait & Lure

Over 50 years of trapping and lure making 

experience. Visit our Facebook page or  

www.winterwildlifecontrolbaitandlure.com

517.262.6978

 Quality in every bottle

F O X   I M A G E   B Y   S T O C K S N A P / P I X A B AY 

B A C K G R O U N D I M A G E   B Y   J I L L   W E L L I N G T O N / P I X A B AY

THE

TRAP • MANAGE • EXPLORE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

www.trappermag.com

 www.trappe rma g.com
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• DISH CHANNEL 393 

• DIRECT TV CHANNEL 604

• VERIZON CHANNEL 818

• CENTURY LINK 1677 

FOLLOW US ON  SOCIAL MEDIA! 

• ATT U-VERSE 1644

FACEBOOK.COM/THEPURSUITCHANNEL

WWW.PURSUITUPTV.COM

• ROKU SEARCH PURSUIT CHANNEL

INSTAGRAM.COM/PURSUITCHANNEL

• WWW.VIDILLION.TV/PURSUITCHANNEL

@PURSUITCHANNEL/TWEETS

[image: Image 53]

TRAPPER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

pursuitchannel.com

JAN 4: The Foothills Trappers and 

Tiede at (219)-863-3803. Doors 

Send Letters to the Editor to: 

Fulton Montgomery Trappers Annual 

open at 8 a.m. Sales begin promptly 

 The Trapper, P.O. Box 548 

Fur Auction at the 4-H Training 

at 9 a.m. local time. NOTE: Peru is 

Waupaca, WI 54981

Center, 556 Middle Line Rd., 

on Eastern time. 

Ballston Spa, NY 12020. 

JOIN US ON

FEB 22: Pennsylvania Trappers 

JAN 17-18

SOCIAL MEDIA

: Idaho Trappers 

Association District 2 Fur Sale, Burnt 

Association Fur Sale. Elmore County 

Ridge Bow and Gun Club, 493 Ridge 

Facebook.com/TrapperMag 

Fairgrounds, Glenns Ferry, ID. Contact  Rd., Cowansville, PA 16218. 8:00 a.m. 

Rusty Kramer at 208-870-3217. 

to 2:00 p.m. A 4% commission and a 

current furtaker license are required. 

X.com/@TPCMag

JAN 18: Pennsylvania Trappers 

For more info call 724-763-1558. 

Association District 10 Fur Sale at 

Instagram.com/thetrappermag

Stockertown Rod and Gun Club, 

FEB 28: Michigan Trappers & 

206 Lefevre Road, Stockertown, PA 

Predator Callers Association Fur Sale, 

TO HAVE CONVENTIONS OR FUR SALES 



18083. Call Bob for information at 

LISTED, SEND TO TRAPPER CALENDAR, 

10:00 a.m., Battle Creek Sportsman 

610-759-9203. No Commissions. 

P.O. BOX 548, WAUPACA, WI 54981, OR 

Club in Battle Creek, MI 49015. 

EMAIL TO 

JAN 25

CHRIS.BERENS@MEDIA360LLC.COM. 

: Indiana State Trappers 

MAR 8-9: Idaho Trappers 

INCLUDE DATES, LOCATIONS, 

Association Fur Sale, Old Friendship 

Association Fur Sale. Elmore County 

CONTACT PERSON, PHONE NUMBER 

Church, Linville, IN. Must be an ISTA  Fairgrounds, Glenns Ferry, ID. 

OR EMAIL ADDRESS. 

member to sell. Lot numbers can be 

Contact Rusty Kramer at 208-870-

Lemhi County Fairgrounds, Salmon, 

purchased prior to the sale date. Fur 



3217. 

ID. Contact Rusty Kramer at 208-

buyers from several states. Food, trap 

870-3217. 

raffl es, 50/50 contests. Come out for 

MAR 22-23: New Jersey Trapper 

the fun and enjoy the largest fur sales  Association Spring Fur Sale at JUL 11-12: The U.P. Trappers 

in Indiana. For further information 

Space Farms, Beemerville, NJ. 

Association Convention and Outdoor 

call or text Byron Tiede at (219)-863-

March 22 drop off at 9 a.m., March  Show is once again coming to the 3803. Doors open at 8 a.m. Sales 

23 fur sale at 10 a.m. sharp. 

U.P. State Fairgrounds in Escanaba 

begin promptly at 9 a.m. local time. 

Contact Jay Staudt at (908)-896-

MI. Camping and food available on 

NOTE: Linville is on Central time. 

2638 for questions. 

the fairgrounds. Demos, mini raffl es, 

FEB 1

can raffl es, and our new “Kids 

: U.P. Trappers Association 

APR 12: Michigan Trappers & 

Cave.” We always get some top name 

20th Annual Trappers Workshop 

Predator Callers Association Fur Sale,  demonstrators and many great supply for Kids and Beginning Trappers, 

10:00 a.m., Gaylord Sportsman Club 

vendors. Vendor spaces or more info: 

Hermansville, MI. Free trapping 

in Gaylord, MI 49735. 

Roy Dahlgren 906-399-1960 or 

supplies for all kid’s attending. 

trapperroy@outlook.com. Add’l info at 

Trapping demos, fur buyer, supply 

APR 12: The Foothills Trappers 

www.uptrappers.com as it becomes 

vendor. Kids will be building items 

and Fulton Montgomery Trappers 

available. Bring the entire family and 

to take home and use on their own 

Annual Fur Auction at the VFW at 

stay a few extra days to enjoy our 

traplines. Contact Mike Lewis at 906-

131 Mohawk St., Herkimer, NY 

Vacation Paradise. 

774-3592 or visit www.uptrappers. 



13350. For info call Paul Johnson 

com for more information as it 

at 315-867-6565 or Neal Sowle at 

SEP 6: Idaho Trappers Association 

becomes available. 

518-883-5467. 

NTF/ITA Banquet, Shoshone-Bannock 

FEB 1

Casino, Fort Hall, ID. Contact Rusty 

: The Foothills Trappers and 

JUN 13-14: Idaho Trappers 

Kramer at 208-870-3217. 

Fulton Montgomery Trappers Annual 

Association Summer Convention, 

Fur Auction at the VFW at 131 

Mohawk St., Herkimer, NY 13350. 

GET THIS ONE OF A KIND BOOK 

For info call Paul Johnson at 315-

867-6565 or Neal Sowle at 518-

ABOUT TRAPPING & HUNTING

883-5467. 

IN SEVERAL WESTERN STATES. 

FEB 8: Indiana State Trappers 

Association Fur Sale, Miami County 

Written by a daring outdoorsman that grew up 

Fairgrounds, Peru, IN. Must be an 

in the rattlesnake infested wild lands of the 

ISTA member to sell. Lot numbers 

tombstone territory. “Has many rave reviews” 

can be purchased prior to the sale 

date. Fur buyers from several states. 

PRICE: $25.OO WITH FREE SHIPPING

Food, trap raffl es, 50/50 contests. 

Come out for the fun and enjoy the 

CONTACT: MARTHA STONER @

largest fur sales in Indiana. For 

stonerm992@gmail.com or 520-266-2356

further information call or text Byron 

 www.trappe rma g.com
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END OF THE LINE  |  HAL SULLIVAN

RALPH HENSLEY
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This comes from my file of honest- deed, he hit the rabbit three or four more  my traps?” He asked. “Uhh ... Duhh ... 

to-God true stories. This column  times until Kevin stopped him. 

I didn’t know these were your traps,” 

may not be for those of delicate 

They took the rabbit to the subterra- he said. “I thought I was stealing them sensibilities. And I would be deign to tell  nean retreat. And it turned out J.R. was  from that J.R. guy.” 

it in any other venue. 

not interested in just the meat, he was in-

Actually there are three incidents. 

My brother and I were enrolled in col- terested in the hide, too. Kevin told him  One in which J.R. got a raw deal. 'Coon lege in the early 1970s. We commuted to  it was worthless, but helped him skin out  season came in a couple weeks past nearby Bowling Green State University.  the rabbit so the hide was intact. 

fox season, and the 'coons caught in 

We were raised on hunting, fishing and 

Ultimately J.R. was hooked. He bought  fox traps were to be released. J.R. had trapping. Most folks living on campus  a used Model 97 Winchester and shot up  a 'coon that had a lot of foot damage. 

were of urban extraction, but a number  the squirrel woods with high brass No.  He euthanized it, took it out of the trap, of our friends became interested in these  4s. Even later he bought a mess of traps,  and threw it in the bushes. He made no outdoor pursuits. We were eager to wel- and joined the ranks of us trappers under  attempt to bring it home, yet a game come them. The easiest sell was fishing.  full sail. I remember two incidents with  warden jumped up out of the bushes It was cost-free entertainment and some- him and his fur-chasing days. 

and gave him a ticket for taking a rac-

times we would have 15 to 20 people sit-

He was selling fur at the Northwest- coon out of season. It should have been ting on the riverbank, night fishing by  ern Ohio Fur Traders auction in Bowl- a matter of ethics, not technicalities. 

lantern light. 

ing Green. 'Coons were high-dollar. He 

Meanwhile, in the basement of that 

But one fellow in particular took an  came away from that first auction declar- student coop, J.R. got the hide off that avid interest in wild game. He was very  ing, “They don’t care about anything but  rabbit and tacked it to the inside of his interested as he listened to Kevin and I  the length.” I tried to convince him that  entrance door to dry. He didn’t have any-talk about hunting rabbits and pheasants  the pelt had to be reasonably shaped, but  thing more than a hot plate to cook on. 

in the crop fields outside of town. But J.R.  he pooh-poohed me. 

They boiled the rabbit with some vegeta-

had never actually drawn blood. 

He smashed all his wire 'coon stretch- ble. It was old, and it was tough, but basic J.R. lived in the basement of an older  ers down to four inches. He ended up  hunger prevailed. 

house that had been converted to a rent- with pelts that looked like giant ring-Kevin left shortly after the dinner of 

al property for students. They squeezed  tailed mink. He carted those pelts to  shoe-leather rabbit, and J.R. retired for five rental spaces out of it. J.R. paid bot- the auction as proud as a peacock. But,  the evening. He was somewhat rudely tom dollar to live in the basement. He  the buyers laughed at him like he was a  awakened at the crack of dawn by a and Kevin had been carousing one night  dodo bird. They low-balled his skinny- knock on the cellar door. J.R. cracked and returned to J.R.’s hovel late. The en- stretched raccoons. He took them home  the door and peeked out. A little girl was trance to the basement was a set of steps  and tried to reconstitute them in warm  standing there. “Yeah?” he said. 

sloping down to the door. As they ap- water and lost about half of them. And 

“Mister?” she asked. “Have you seen 

proached the stairs, J.R. saw a rabbit set- that was in the day when 'coons had a  my rabbit?” 

ting in the bushes. “Can we kill it and  $20.00 average. 

“No,” J.R. said as he closed the door 

eat it?” J.R. asked. 

The second incident really didn’t in- and winced, staring at that pelt tacked 

“Yeah,” Kevin answered, “but I ain’t  volve J.R. directly, but another trapper  on the inside. 

gonna kill it.” 

who was trapping next to him. J.R. had 

It was time to defecate or vacate. J.R.  been aggressive in extending his tra-

 — Hal Sullivan hops to it in 

retrieved a tire iron from his car. Kevin  plines, and he stepped on a lot of toes. 

 Blue Creek, Ohio. 

instructed him to approach the rab- One day this other trapper was run-bit slowly so as not to scare it. “Hit it in  ning his line when he saw a boy com-the head,” Kevin instructed. He did. But  ing up the road with an armful of traps. 

not being certain he had really done the  He stopped. “What are you doing with 54   THE TRAPPER  January 2025 
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 WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 

GET YOUR FREE BANISH 22K-V2

GET STARTED TODAY

,  !%%!ę%('4/9. 

suppressor, and receive a FREE (LL <L

866.955.5703

ę! 

VALUED AT $465! 

SILENCERCENTRAL.COM/BOGO

5"('4/9.ż"!TRNS"(!% $

<#! ! KLMKLN#!%) 

#  3! LKG    

,!  
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JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING® for Shooting, Hunting and the Outdoors Shop MidwayUSA.com or call Toll Free 1-800-243-3220

MINI-MAG AMMO

RIMFIRE AMMO

SUPERFORMANCE VARMINT 

22 LONG RIFLE, 40 GRAIN 

22 LONG RIFLE, 36 GRAIN 

22-250 REMINGTON AMMO

#561225

#888371 

50 GRAIN

#166900



$1199

$4199

$3299

100 ROUNDS

555 ROUNDS

20 ROUNDS

BRIDGER #2 COIL 

DOGLESS 

SPRING TRAP

#909494 

CAVEN’S 

18” 

FELINE FIX

TRAPPERS 

BOBCAT LURE

BASKET

#123487

#102744

$

$

750

4995

$1599

NO-BS 

BEAVER 

#110 MAGNUM JAW 

XTREME 4-COIL 

BODY GRIP STEEL TRAP 

REGULAR JAW TRAP 

12-PACK

12 PACK

FLESHING KNIFE

$

#501139

1999

$

#512592

6109

$

#363983

32999

Prices valid starting December 9, 2024, and ending when promotional quantities are sold, but not later than January 15, 2025. Prices and availability may vary. *SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY 

< SCAN CODE TO SHOP GREAT DEALS + USE PROMO CODE TRAPPER4 FOR FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER $149*
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Growing Supply

237502 County Rd W. Wausau, WI 54403
(715) 675 - 5856 « info@hsucompost.com
www.HsuGrowingSupply.com
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WE OFFER A LARGE SELECTION OF

TRAPS, SNARES, BAITS,
LURES, SET MAKING, AND
FUR HANDLING EQUIPMENT!

FIND THE LONGLINER
r A INYOU £

SHOP ONLINE AT:
WWW.IRONTRAILTRAPLINE.COM

= —
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NORTHERN SPORT CO. 9
Premium Supplies .

www.molnaroutdoor.com

| Lt o Bl

|

Learn Taxidermy!
McKenze
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o e

H

) |

www.mckenzietaxidermy.com
1-800-279-7985

LURES & TRAPPING SUPPLIES
www.trapleggetts.com
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MAKE/THIS SET | HAL SULLIVAN
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Midway

HUNDREDS OF TRAPPING PRODUCTS FROM YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS

WINCHESTER I Hornady,
Adcurate Deadly, Dependidie

-
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DUKE TRAPS

e T lcricig et Egiiiparriorit

(’%

Body

Traps Dox

wioeT
#110 BT-MAG
#2087
#1ssaT
wiso BT

ss5.08
$59.95
s95.95
s105.05
$115.05

E
"
“
G
-

ois
1Ls

1 LsGT
LS

11 LS D

s93.95
s115.95
$99.95

w220 BT -

#200 BT

$139.05
s191.08

sis

Bear Traps

sa79.95

Jaw Spread _Each

$242.95
$245.05

#330 BT
#330 BT-MAG

1 SNARE BEAVER, FOX, COON, COYOTE

W15 BEAR TRAP.OS
#16 BEAR TRAP-OS

$2595002

£2COVOTE ELMIMINATOR SNARE
£ SHALL GAE.

FOX,COYOTE, BOBCAT

‘SQURREL, WOODCHUCK, RABBIT, SKUNK

2195002
52295002

24 CABLE RESRAINT
WILD HOG SNARE

COYOTE, FOX, COON, BEAVER
WILOHOG

WEAVY DUTY WIRE STRETCHERS.
- MUSKRAT 4995002
) COON & FOX 50095002
" COON & FOX 59996002
s covore  st2595002

METAL TAIL STRIPPER
PLASTIC TAIL STRIPPPER
TAIL SPLITTING GUIDE:
AL ZIPPER

SKINNING GAMBREL

1 HANDLE FLESHING TOOL
2 HANDLE FLESHING T0OL

5396
s295

O SKINNING APRON
SCOTCH FUR COMB.
DELUXE PELTING KNI
BEAVER KNIFE

FUR WANGER

pusH pins

CANMNU SHARPENER

53695002
4595002

1198
1298
1295
5496
sassmox
59,95

e

OYE YOUR TRAPS WITHOUT BOIING. TRAPLINE

ECONOMICAL. BLAGK OR BROWN

FORMULA 1 TRAP 01F:
MIXES WITH WATER. BLACK OR BROWN.
OVES TRAPS A DEEP BLUE BLACK
PURE TRAP WAX:
INSTRUCTIONS INGLUDED

ORDERING INFORMATION

ALL ORDERS OF $100 OR MORE ARE POSTAGE PAID. ORDERS.
LESS THAN 8100 WUST ADD 99,95 51

PER SHIPPING CARTON. MISSISSIPPI ORDER:
TAX. THE MOST ECONOMICAL WAY TO OROER
‘SENDING A MONEY ORDER OR CASHIERS CHECK. PERSONAL
CHECK ORORRS ARE WELD 3 WERK'S UNTIL CHECK CLEARS. POR
TER SERVICE, WE ACCEPT VIS, MASTERCARD, ANO
HoURS O Le:

CANADA ORDERS & PRICING CONTACT:

e
167

$249.00
5340.00

FROG TOGG HIP BOOTS (743)
12 FOX GLOVES.

14" FOX GLOVES

[ELBOW LENGTH GLOVES

HD SHOULDER GAUNTLETS

MAWBAKER LURES.
s7.50

OTTER LURE

SURE CATCH

covorE #10

COON LURE
BADGER LURE
BEAVER LURE
COYOTE & WOLF 100
COYOTE SPECIAL 200
COYOTE 400

COYOTE 500

RED FOX 100

RED & GREY FOX 200
WATER SET 500

RED FOX FOOD 400
Loc 600

RED REYNARD 700
WIDOW MAKER 800

GREY FOX 100

16 3 LURE
MARTEN LURE
FISHER LURE
coon BAIT
Fox BAIT

NORTH AMERICAN TRAPPER
BAITS & LURES.

MOUNTAINMAN 16 0Z

THE REAPER 16 02

COONBUSTER 16 02

THE MAGNET 16 0Z

THE MADNESS 207

THE HUNTER 2 07

Coil Spring

Traps Each

Per
Doz

DP COON TRAP s14.89

s148.95

#1cs s7.99

$79.95

#1csDJ s7.99

$79.95

#112Cs s8.59

$85.95

#11/2 CS-DJ $9.59

$95.95

#11/2 CS-RUBBER
#134cCs
#13/a Cs-08

s1a.a9
$10.99
$11.29

s1aa.95
$109.95
$112.95

#13/a Cs ax s10.99

$109.95

#13/a Cs 08 ax $11.29

$112.95

#2Cs $11.99

$119.95

#2 cs-08 $12.39

$123.95

#3cCs $13.99

$139.95

#3 cs-08 $14.39

s1a3.95

#3 CS-RUBBER $17.99

$179.95

#2580 $12.29

$122.95

#255.08
#2 SJDOGLESS
#4.Cs ax

$12.59
$14.39
$15.99

$125.95
$143.95
$159.95

#4.Cs 08 ax $16.39

$163.95

#4 CS-RUBBER $20.99

$209.95

450-0S PRO SERIES $15.99

$159.95

450-FJ PRO SERIES $15.99

$159.95

550-08 PRO SERIES $18.59

$185.95

650-0S PRO SERIES $22.59

$225.95

850-0S PRO SERIES $37.59

$375.95

S495PAR
S635PAR
SI95PAR
SISPAR

FOX & COYOTE #4
GREY FOX FOOD

WILDGAT #1 & 82
MUSKRAT #1 & 42

RED FOX URINE (4 02).
MINK URINE (4 07)

850-FJ PRO SERIES

o

$37.59

8995

Dimensions

¥ cAGE
#20AGE

#3 CAGE

HD MED CAGE

HD LARGE CAGE
HD X-LARGE CAGE
HD XX-LARGE CAGE

16x6x6
24x7x7
2x10x12
26x9%9
20x12x 12
6x16x 14
36 x 16 x 20

“GUIDE TO TRAPPING® BY JIM SPENCER

SAFETY omP ToOL

oP €T To0L

LARGE SETTING TOOL FOR #330 & #220

XALARGE SET T00L 24~

850 SET T0OL (PAIR)

TRAP STAKES 38 ROUND 18~

DRAGS: 2 PRONG FOX

DRAGS: 2 PRONG 38" HD COYOTE-WOLF

DROWNER LOGKS.

WEAVY DUTY 8.HOOKS

AWAY DOUBLE SWIVELS

STAKE sWIvELS.

TRAPPERS CAP:
MODEL A (FOR DUKE #1 12 C8)
MODEL B (FOR DUKE #1 34 & 2 C8)
MODEL C (FOR DUKE #3 C3)

TRAPPER TIE WIRK 14 OR 16 GAUGE

TRAPPERS PLIERS

LEATHER SHEATH FOR PLIERS

TRAP PAN COVERS (26 PCS)

WOOD DIRT SIFTER

METAL DIRT SIFTER

WRITE YOUR OWN TRAP TAGS (5 TAGS)

500 BUSTER

84400K TOOL

WOLF FANG STAKE DRIVER
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TEL E'VISION NETWORK
CALL YOUR SERVICE PROVIDER NOW TO ENJOY WILD TV!
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PETSK A& FUR
AND ANTLER Petska fur buys ALL

Competitive prices species of wild fur, but

pald for all Quallty Wild s
9,
Fur, Antler, Deer and beaver, cats, antler
WE NEED Elk hides and deer/elk hides.
DEER & ELK Cautiously seeking
HIDES! semi, semi-plus
and heavy coyotes,
coons and fox.
We are large volume buyers but are more than happy
to accommodate small lots as well. Petska Fur is
family owned and operated and currently maintains
routes in KS, NE, SD, ND, MT, WY, CO, NM, panhandles
of OK and TX as well as eastem edges of 1D and UT.

For updates on markets and prices follow
“petska fur” on Facehook.
Route information available at www.petskafur.net
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PENNSYLVANIA TRAPPERS' ASSOCIATION, INC.

DONNA SPITTLE CHECK ONE

P.0. Box 708 o New

Hummelstown, PA 17036 o Renewal

(717) 2399267

Regular Including Monthly Official Publication ......... 1Yr-$30.00  2Yr-$55.00 3Yr-$80.00
Regular No Publication. 1Y1-$20.00 2Yr-$35.00 3Yr-$50.00
Junior No Publication, Age 16 and Under.................... K ..$5.00
Lifetime Includes Plaque, Card, Patch & Publication. ..$1200.00
Lifetime No Publication

Senior Lifetime  Membership with Publication - 65 Years and older ..
Senior Lifetime  No Publication ...
Annual Corporation Sponsorship

1 am enclosing §_ _topay for OOne COTwo DIThvee Year's membership in P.TA.
and | will work with your organization {0 bring about trapping laws that are fairto all and better condilons for all
Trappers in Pennsyvania

Name Age
Street Gily,

State Zp County District

Phone_ Effective 10/15/2020 Please Print Legibly

MLKnives

mlknives.com

Traditional Forged

USA made Quality

Carbon steel Knives,
made for the wilderness,
lover’s of fine steel,

& collectors alike.
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Vol. 50 | No. 1 | JANUARY 2025 | WWW.TRAPPERMAG.COM

WHEN THE CONDITIONS ARNMANNY
AND MARKET ALIGN, IT’S UGN
TIME TO SET STEEL! +BEST YOTE SPOTS

WINTER IS HERE —
GET READY

VETERAN TRAPPER TIPS & TRICKS FOR
REVEALS THE KEY KEEPING THINGS WORKING
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PcsOutdoors offers many different styles of Predator Callers

on our Website!!!

NEW ICOtec Callers & Decoys

Check out our
website for
pricing on our
full line of Icotec
predator callers
and decoys!

IcoTec 300+ Reaper

Only AD400

PcsOutdoors has a large selection of predator calling supplies!!

AD400 Attachable Electronic
Predator Decoy

Follow us on our
Facebook &
Channels!
“Feather Light DP Trap
Video Catching Monster
: [North Eastern MI Raccoon”
Visit us online at
www.PCSOUTDOORS.com
5911 Mission St., Oscoda, MI 48750
Phone: 989-569-3482 or 989-569-3480
Email: service@pcsoutdoors.com

TRAPPING & PREUATDR HUNTING OUTLET

Darton Terminator Il
Crossbow Package!!!

Get them while they last s this special price and free
accessory package is limited to existing inventory.

Contents:
- Darton Terminator Il Crossbow
-4 x 32 Scope

- Scope Rings

- Lynx Four-Bolt Quiver

- E-Z Draw Cocking Rope
- Crossbow Rail Lube

- 3x Carbon Bolts

OFFICIAL
Traditions 8

PERFORMANCE FIREARMS

pv"" DEALER

Furry Critters - North American Fur Bearers Book [

Published by PcsOutdoors.com
A children's book with real pieces
covered. Red Fox, Skunk, Badger,

Otter, Coyote, and Beaver covered 3
A unique book made of the quality
material you expect from PesOutdoors.

e

We offer a wide variety of deer attractants,
cover scents, and odor eliminators. |

//¥ -—

Whether you are a trapper, exterminator,
or just someone who is fed up with having animals

4 ransack your property, solve the problem yourself

with these high performance and easy to use traps.

& Ny

Rudy Body Grip Traps

110 Body Grip Trap

120 MAG Body Grip Trap $16.00
160 Plus Body Grip Trap $17.(
220 Plus Body Grip Trap §19.0
280 Body Grip Trap

330 Body Grip Trap

PEST
CONTROL

Check out our websits for more pest control
solutions! We sell a variety of products targeting
anything from insects to animals including: snakes,
moles, gophers, rabbits, skunks, & raccoons.

Take advantage of our Lucky Duck
and Garmin Flash Sale

All Lucky Duck and Garmin
products are 30% off.

*while supplies last.

*prices are subject to change

Use Promo Code FIRESALE30

Shipping calculated at checkout
“There may be additional shipping charges for large or bulky
items. You will be notified if shipping charges exceed $10.00

*+Alaska & Hawail customers pay actual shipping costs.

We will contact you after your shipment has been packaged

and weighed if there are any additional charges to confirm
if you would like to complete the transaction.
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PcsOutdoors Offers the Largest Lure

Selection Anywhere!
2=

Carman's, Caven's, Cronk's, Dobbins, EJ Dailey’s
§ Epler's, Forsyth, Grawe's, Hawbaker's, Jameson's,
S Wolten Lures, John Graham's, Kains Lure,
Kansas Trapine, Kishef's, Leggett Lures,
Lenon Lures, Mark June, Millgan Brand, Night Owl
= O'Gorman Lures, Pete Rickerd,
Johnny Thorpe's, Miranda Lures, & Morel

Forsyth Lures: Full ine of animal lues at $15.95/50 mi_jar
Don't forget your AuSable Brand lure making suppliesy

Glycerine: $8.95/Pint QL Half Gal ¥Gal
Glycol: $6.95Pint 5Q1. $16.95Half Gal 5Gal
Fish Ol $6.75/Pint $10.95Q1 ¥Half Gal ¥Gal
Salmon Oil: $9.50/Pint QL Half Gal 5Gal.

Shellfish Ol Various Sizes Available from

Sodium Benzoate Powder: $5.9571b 5 Ibs.

Check our website for other lure ingredients, ols, and product availabilty.

AuSable Brand Steel Trapping Tools
“Built For The Toughest Traplines”

trapping tools and bundl

Proud member of the NTA & most state trapping associations!

~

§
i
§

Ausable Brand Rotating Trap Drags

AuSable Brand Meat Fed Fresh Quality Urine
Animal  Pint Quart 1/2Gallon Gallon
Red Fox
Coyote
Mink
Raccoon

Grey Fox

Huge Inventory » Quality Products
Great Prices.» Fast Shipping

AuSable Brand Dirt Hole Augers
2" Auger - Fits 1/2” Chuck

18" long with a 2" blade

AuSable Anchor 15x3/32" Cable Attached
AuSable Anchor 20x3/32" Cable Attached
AuSable Anchor 30x3/32" Cable Attached

(2 Dozen) AuSable Trap Anchor
15" Cable Stakes Driver Included \

£ 8 tiappermancom,  AuSable Brand T-Handle Magnum Stake Driver
H Drives AuSable Brand Stake Ends &

H Wolt Fang Style ends! :

@ " AuSable Brand Trap

3 Anchor Stake Ends

3 Dz 50 Pk - or

&

@

8

g

oA

3" Auger - Fits 1/2” Chuck
21.5" long with a 3" blade

Cee”

AuSable Brand Pack Baskets

w/ Harness
1 youre serious about exploring

50z | the cutdoors, you need a sericus |
vos | packbasket Handmade with  §

unwavering attention o detail this §
line is expertly woven with a [

AuSable Brand Body Grip T
Trap Stabilizer Stands
AuSable Brand Stabizers are Proudly Made
inthe USA and are buit & welded to ast
These popular H stye stabiizers il
grant you easabilty i the field & aid |—| |-
o n many caiches over tme H
Get them while they last! Sells out every year!!!

eep Water[Deep Water]
PackiDozen| "6'pack | Dozen

size

710
Emmﬁs
160
220

280

330

AuSable Brand Knives Great Lakes Series

Another Quality American Made Product!

PesOutdoors has partnered with Dexter Russell to bring
you the ultimate in fur handiing knives. Each knife is
made to last with DEXSTEEL & easy to clean
polypropylene handies.
AuSable Two Handled “Superior”
Fleshing Kni
13" Blade - One side sharper than other.

AuSable Two Handled “Sup
Fleshing Knife
10" Blade - One side sharper than other.

AuSable “Huron” Skinning Knife

472" Biade
)

AuSable “Houghton" Skinning Knife

342" Blade

AuSable “Erie” Pelting Knife

—~

AuSable Pelt Scraper Tool
Large - 4.5° Blade

Long hande gives you the leverage you need to, .

Coyote & Bobeat Drogs 38" Bundle tighter, more intricate style. Our

Fova RacesonOras 14" Price: $44.95 AuSable Brand Pack Basket Collecton is the

a. $23.950z rapper's perfect companion
2Ib Bobcat, Coyote, See our full selection of baskets &
& Wolf Rotating Trap Drag accessories on PcsOutdoors.com!
VEa. $36.00Hal Dz. 566,000z
Buldog Stake Puller

AuSable Brand Snares & Snare Extensions
‘AuSable Brand Mi Lagal Snares - 66° Ta7 332~ P Your stakes can be pulled & reused with this tool.
AuSable Brand 4ft 332" Snare w/ Sure Lock A7
Looped End Wice Swivel End get the stake out with ease. Works on both

AuSable Brand 5t 116" Snare wi Sure Lock
Looped End Wire Swivel End

AuSable Brand 5ft 116" Snare w/ Washer Lock

Looped End Wire Swivel End $20.

AuSable Brand 5t 3132" Snare wi Sure Lock

Looped End Wire Swivel End

3/32" 77 Snare Extensions w/ Looped & Wire Swivel Ends
an ot st

AuSable Brand Trap Setting Tools
HD Aluminum Body Grip Trap Setter 26"

Lightweight setter that makes setting any body grip
rap a broeze. From 1105 up fo 330s.

Mini Setters 16"
Trap sizes 110 - 160

Performance Trapping Gear Products

Bullet Proof Trap & Snare Dip
/Gal.
Battle Born Trap Cleaning Powder

uSable |

3 cable stakes and rerod stakes.

PCS Feather Light DP Coon Traps
Time Proven - Outlasts All Steel Traps!
American Made DP Trap. Pull Trigger
only. Cast Aluminum & American chain

& swivels. Truly a new standard of

AuSable Aluminum Tail Stripper

S Hide & Fur Tanning Formula
The #1 Tanning Solution

Traps! VEa. VDz.

We sell a complete Other Waxes & Dyes
line of Pete Black Odorless Trap Wax

p /11b /5lb 5101b
Rickard's products e 1% 0 5

NS 5/51b ¥40Ib
Ye“o,v(“;r - w,::, & Red Powder Logwood Dye
/11b /5ib

Crysf:;};,’;w“" DYe Andy Stoe's Speed Dip
Liquid Logwood Dye AYailable in Black or Brown

4oz Bottle

QL. /Gallon

“Due to the fast pace of our industry, all prices.
and product availability are subject to change without notice*

e M‘ i
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We are becoming the largest
fur merchants of raw fur in the USA

Largest Selection of Tanned Furs in the U.S.

Inventoried
2000+ Otter 200+ Lynx Muskrats PLUS
2000+ Beaver Skunk Bears FurHats
2000+ Badger Raccoon Kit Fox Fur Blankets
400+ Wolves Grey Fox African Bat Eared  Fur Gloves
100+ Wolverines  Red Fox Fox Wolf, Wolverine
Red Coyotes XFox Ermine &Lynx Rugs &
Pale Coyotes Ranch Fox Mounts

Volume & Dealer Discounts

We also own
BREWERY ANTIQUES

and
SECOND HAND

www.WesternMontanaFurCenter.com
Twitter: @WestFurReport
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