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About the Book



Today there’s a festival at the Japanese Embassy. That’s where my friend Hansuke lives. We’ll have lots of fun. But Hansuke is going back to Japan soon. How will I say goodbye?
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Matilda looked out of the car window. The embassy drive was one of Matilda’s favourite things to do. She loved seeing the different buildings. The Chinese embassy looked like it belonged in Beijing.


And the high commission of Papua New Guinea looked like it belonged in Port Moresby.

‘Did you know, Canberra has over one hundred embassies and high commissions?’ asked Matilda’s dad, peering at her in the rear-view mirror.

‘Yes,’ Matilda said with a groan. ‘You’ve told us a million times.’
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‘Just making sure you knew,’ chuckled Dad.

‘I can’t wait to get to the Japanese embassy for the festival and to see Hansuke,’ said Matilda.


‘What did you make for his goodbye present?’ asked Mum.

‘A scrapbook of our adventures.’ Matilda gripped the gift she had made for her friend. She looked out of the window as Dad drove around a roundabout. Matilda felt a lump in her throat. Tears filled her eyes. She quickly wiped them away. ‘It’s going to be hard to say goodbye.’


‘It doesn’t have to be goodbye, just see you soon,’ said Dad. He parked the car under a shady tree.

Mum opened the car door. ‘It’s such a hot day today.’
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‘That’s Canberra weather! Sweltering summers and freezing winters. Did you know, we get these extremes because we live so far inland and we’re close to the mountains?’ asked Dad, helping Matilda out of the car.


‘We know!’ Matilda and Mum said together. Matilda rolled her eyes. Dad was always full of facts.

Since meeting Hansuke, Matilda was at the Embassy of Japan all the time.


Most days after school she was there. She would play hide-and-seek with Hansuke in the different rooms. There were so many places to hide. The best spots were behind the Japanese sculptures and flags.
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On sunny days, Matilda and Hansuke did their homework in the Japanese garden. The garden always made Matilda feel calm.


Walking up to the embassy, Matilda felt the lump in her throat again. She gulped.

‘Are you all right?’ asked Mum.

‘When Hansuke goes away, we won’t come here any more,’ mumbled Matilda.

‘It will be okay.’ Mum gave her a hug.
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Every year, Hansuke invited Matilda’s family to celebrate the Emperor of Japan’s birthday. Matilda’s dad worked for Australia’s Prime Minister and often went to these events.
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Matilda liked that this special invitation was sent to her, not her dad.

‘There’s so much to see and do!’ said Matilda, clapping her hands.


She looked at the stalls and performers sprinkled around the grounds.

‘Konnichiwa.’ Hansuke had snuck up behind Matilda.

‘Konnichiwa,’ replied Matilda.


‘Hi, Hansuke. Are your parents around?’ asked Mum, adjusting her kimono.

‘My dad is helping the chef prepare the tempura,’ said Hansuke.

‘I might go find him,’ said Dad. ‘He may need someone to taste the chef’s cooking.’ He strolled off to find the food tents.

‘Don’t try the wasabi,’ Mum yelled after him. ‘Last year your head nearly exploded from eating a whole spoonful.’
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‘My mum is setting up for the tea ceremony,’ said Hansuke.


‘I can help her get ready.’ Mum walked towards the bright-red umbrellas next to a line of maple trees.

Bang! Bang! Bang!

‘What’s that?’ asked Matilda.
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‘That’s the taiko drumming,’ said Hansuke.

They watched the drummers move together, almost like dancers, as they beat the drums. Matilda and Hansuke pretended they were drummers too.


‘Boom! Boom! Boom!’ they shouted, swaying to the rhythm.

‘Can we please do some origami next?’ asked Matilda, leading Hansuke through the crowd.

Matilda was an expert at origami. She had practised every day since meeting Hansuke. She could make flowers, butterflies and even dinosaurs.


Before they got to the stall Hansuke handed Matilda a bird he had made.

‘In Japan, cranes are a symbol of hope. I hope we can be friends even though I am moving back to Tokyo,’ he said.
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Matilda handed Hansuke the scrapbook. ‘This is for you.’
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Hansuke and Matilda found a quiet spot under a cherry blossom tree.

They slowly opened the scrapbook.

‘Wow! It’s a scrapbook of our adventures in Canberra,’ Hansuke said and smiled. ‘This photo was taken at the hot-air-balloon spectacular!’

Matilda turned the page. ‘Do you remember seeing the Skywhale and riding in the penguin balloon?’

Hansuke nodded. ‘I was worried we were going to crash into a building when we took off. The gas burner was so loud. I was glad you were with me.’
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Matilda remembered the cold morning air on her cheeks and holding tight to the basket as the balloon started to float. ‘Being up so high was amazing. We could see the whole city.’


‘Oh, and remember when the balloon drifted over Lake Burley Griffin? Those kayakers nearly fell into the water because they were waving at us. And it was nice walking to the carillon after the balloon ride to hear the first bells chime.’


Hansuke turned the page. ‘It was so much fun going to the science museum. When I come back to visit, we have to try the new experiments.’

Matilda felt the lump in her throat.
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Hansuke saw the last photograph – Matilda’s house.
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‘I’m going to miss your house and the bush right next to it. Spotting the kangaroos was awesome.’ Hansuke beamed.


Matilda felt tears roll down her cheeks.

‘Are you okay?’ asked Hansuke.

‘I don’t want you to go. Aren’t you sad to be leaving?’ Matilda’s voice wobbled.

‘Yes,’ said Hansuke. ‘But we’ll email each other all the time. You can visit me in Tokyo, and I know we will be back. Canberra has become our home too.’


‘You won’t forget me?’

‘How could I? I have a scrapbook of our adventures,’ said Hansuke cheerfully. ‘Now, let’s go see the other stalls.’
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Matilda and Hansuke had so much fun at the rest of the festival. They both ate too much sushi and too many dumplings.
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Then it was not only time to go home, but time to say goodbye.

‘We’ve been looking for you both,’ said Dad. ‘It’s time for us to go.’

‘I don’t want to say goodbye to Hansuke,’ Matilda whispered to her mum.

‘Goodbyes don’t have to be the end,’ said Mum. ‘It can just mean: I’ll miss you until I see you again.’


Hansuke’s mum gave Matilda a hug.

‘Thank you for showing us your home,’ said Hansuke’s dad.

Matilda looked at Hansuke. She took a deep breath. ‘I’ll see you soon,’ she said.

‘You will,’ replied Hansuke.
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As the days passed, Matilda kept thinking about Hansuke. She wondered what he was doing in Tokyo.

One Sunday morning, Matilda was helping her mum make pancakes for breakfast.


‘Matilda! Come outside! There’s someone I want you to meet,’ called Dad from the front verandah.


Matilda wondered who it could be.
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As she opened the screen door, she saw a man standing there with a girl about her age who had long, curly red hair.

‘This is Patrick, and his daughter, Cara. They’re living at the Irish embassy,’ said Dad.


‘Hi, Matilda!’ said Cara, eyes shining with excitement. ‘I am so happy to meet you!’

‘Hello,’ said Matilda shyly.

‘I have something for you.’ Cara gave a package to Matilda. Inside was a paper crane, a scrapbook and a letter.

The letter said:
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Matilda beamed. ‘Cara, how do you know Hansuke?’ she asked.


‘We just moved here from Tokyo. My family travels a lot. Hansuke and I went to the same school. He talks about you all the time. I couldn’t wait to meet you.’ Cara smiled. ‘I like your house. Hansuke was telling me about the parks around it. And do kangaroos really come into your garden?’

Matilda nodded. ‘Would you like to go for a walk?’


‘Yes, please!’ Cara cheered.

‘Maybe you and Cara will fill up that scrapbook with your adventures,’ Dad said with a wink.

Matilda smiled. ‘Let’s go look for kangaroos.’
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It was Matilda’s birthday. Her parents had planned a party at the nature reserve to celebrate. Many months had passed since Cara had moved to Canberra and Hansuke had left.


‘There is one game left after we sing Happy Birthday,’ Dad told Matilda’s friends.

Mum and Cara carried out a colourful rainbow birthday cake. And everyone sang Happy Birthday.
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‘This is Hansuke’s favourite part, eating birthday cake! I miss him,’ Matilda whispered to Mum.

‘Well, you never know when you’ll see him again,’ said Mum. ‘Life is full of surprises.’


Matilda took a big breath and blew out the flickering candles.

‘Did you make a wish?’ asked Mum.

Matilda nodded. ‘What’s the last game?’


‘It’s a scavenger hunt! Why don’t we get started while Mum cuts up the cake.’ Dad handed out the first clue.

Matilda and her friends had fun exploring the reserve on the hunt.
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‘I have the last clue!’ Matilda cheered. ‘It says: where there is cake, there you’ll find your gift.’

Matilda ran back to her mum. ‘Where is the gift?’
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‘Surprise!’ Hansuke jumped out from behind a wattle tree.

‘What are you doing here?’ squealed Matilda.


‘I couldn’t miss your birthday, Matilda! Cara and your parents helped plan the surprise.’ Hansuke threw his arms around Matilda. ‘Now, is there any cake left?’

Matilda giggled. ‘My birthday wish has come true.’
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