OCCUPATIONAL HAZZARDS DEPT.

In recent years, new college graduates have experienced increasing difficulty as they search for jobs in
their chosen fields. For the Class of ‘72, the employment outlook has been the gloomiest yet. In the hope
of comforting those who remain out of work, MAD herewith spotlights the correspondence file of one un-
usually well-qualified graduate to illustrate the frustrations and heartbreak, once you begin writing . . .

APPLICATION
LETTERS

®©

340 E. Rin-Tin-Tin Memorial Dr.
Hope Springs, N.J
Junse 16th, 1972

Personnel Director

Computing & Software Division
Conglomerate Industries
Chicago, I1l.

Dear Sir:i--
After thorough investigation of all major Data Process-
1 am happy to inform you that 1 have selected

ing rirms, ;
th which I would most like to be

yours as the company wi
associated.

Your bold experimentation in attempting to perfect a
self-programmed, creative thinking, post-series 4000 com-
puter offers a challenge to my own independent stuqles in
this exciting field., Also, my work at the California Iqs-
titute of Technology in the areas of micro-wave diffusion
and induction coil protlem sSolving, as they pertained to
my Ph.D. dissertatien, should prove invaluable to you.

pdditionally, I hold advanced degraas from M.I.T. in
quantum engineering and theoretical subtraction, as we%l
as a diploma from the Utica Prep School for the Incredi-
bly Gifted. I have been president of my local chapter of
Rho Mu Rho Fraternity, and am an active member of the
Episcopalian Church.

Despite my impeccable packground, I am more intorested
in making a contribution 1o advanced computer development
than in immediate financial rewards. Therefore, I would
be willing to start at a minimum of $15,000, with periodic
increases to be based on performance .

I look forward to an early personal interview to final-

ize employment arrangenents.
Very sincerely yours,
WMW%%}?

Elias W. Zergenstodti, Jr.

—_—

WRITERS: TOM KOCH & RONNIE NATHAN

@

LU[KY.T!G‘ER COMPUTER & SOFTWARE CORP.
A Division of Conglomerate Industries
“Building a Better Amerita by Building Everything!”

Dear Applicant:

We regret th
i at the recent vol
g;Sgroyr‘r“rent requests from pPh Smc .C_’F
es all possibility of a per . _.5 pre-
to your application sonal reply

H
owever, please be advised that your

I Form 3261
L] Resumé

¥ Letter

ha "

tu:a:);e” reviewed thoroughly. Unfor-

Mer'norg:' "_:;-arr:;usé now be filed in eur
epartment's

bank for the following rea;;z{;;':emury

Ll Excessive salar i

Y requirement
Ko s of Enelh anguage
Eork' applied 1’t:||rc'mﬁI e Res of
U Applicant seems mentally disturbed

We hope to expand ourr

ecutive €search and ex-

training pro 2

. Brams i

VJ;QTEI al which time we may helr;n fizcal
ith you. Current| a touch

gaur De_pt__ doing work for
re obviously over-qualified

Q'Wim all good wishes,
lam 8153.« Komnms,
G U Lemming nﬁ

Associate Personnal &sé’istant

which you
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540 E. Rin-Tin-Ti
=Tin
Hope Springs, N.J
‘ June 29, 1972
Maintenance & Repair Dept

Lucky Tiger ¢
Chicago, nl.omputer & Software Corp,

Gentlemen: --

It has rec
ently been b
your o o Eought 'ty
chan::gpia;émf:;elsrm herl of ‘"“‘[‘wtgt;:?gm S
ol servi 1 ks
self unusually well quaﬁ?gerw Which I find my-
A thorou
coupled 5?13“2"3“’3“ of data systems of a1 t
Job openings mayegﬁgtts re-locate wherever surrent
early i : oes, T beli oL nun
have Lu;::r:li:wlmth Bou dgpaftmon:vl:t;agerlj o
with the America::bgrtir o Vi ine your cc‘mfifsot’. .
ac
men, and feel that tne enrcod Of Com i
{ fFe puter Repair-
Master Maintenance Techr?is.éf:?ngar aoar minioun for

to meet my current financia] ne;’;:ld be adequate

Yourq truly,

Elias “Zf/é-: natodt,bﬁz

e

Memorial Dr.

LUCKY TIGER COMPUTER & SOFTWARE CORP.
A Division of Conglomerate Industries

“Building o Beter America by Building Fverything!"”
July 12, 1972

Dear Mr. Zergenstodt:

Your recent letter to our Maintenance & Repair
Dept. has been referred to this Central Person-
nel Office where all job application matters
are handled.

A routine check through our Central Memory
Rank reveals that we already have an execu-
tive position application on file from an Elias W.
Zergenstodt, Jr. This man described himself as
a Ph.D., a fraternity president and an Episco-
palian. Due to our new policy of hiring only
underprivileged members of racial minority
groups for semi-skilled jobs, we naturally fear
that you may be the same Elias W. Zergern-
stadt, Jr., who exposed his apparent Cauca-
sianism to us previously. If so, hiring you would
seriougly jeopardize our government subsidy,
under which we agree to employ only Federal

@»

540 E. Rin-Ti
Hope Spl"inggrn&?j? Memorial pp.

Aug. 11, 1972

State Dgpar
Treaton, N.jl:nent of Employment

Gentlemen:

With these qualifieatj

but apparent)
¥ have not
Presented
myse
t

r ?
Proper potentia] employers 8
Please dirg a

irect your
Hope Springs v.i.g ;‘esmnse 10 me in care op ¢
" 3§ -]

den 5
Ce tomorrow due 1o theohC, L a8 taking yp resi

Erowin, O the ¢
€ out of my pregent sif:;‘fi:i problems

Gratefully yours

e
El iw%%mﬁﬁ

ons
1f to the "

Job Corps Computer Maintenance Training
Program graduates as apprentices. Also, your
earlier letter makes no mention of your ability to
drive a repair truck, which is an obvious re-
quirement for Maintenance Dept. employment.

Yours very truly,
-
6' Lum. Urg
Nancy LPLermming
Associate Personnel Assistant

®»

State Department of Employment,
Trenton, N.J.

Aug, 28, 1972

Dear Mr. Zergenstodt:

A thorough check of our records indicates that you
had no earnings in New Jersey in 1971 and, therefore, are
not eligible for unemployment insurance at this time.
ment Division has made inquiry
s come to us in the past
Tiger Computer &
om Miss Lemming

However, our Place
on your behalf with a firm that ha
seeking technical personnel, the Luckyf
Software Corp. of Chicago. A response T 4
of that company reveals that you spugh? work there r;—
cently as a truck driver, but were rejected on the grounds
that you den‘t know how to drive a truck.

it i be certified
Therefore, it is apparent that you can
e and, thus, eligible for bene-

“chranically unemployable”,
fits under the Welfare Act of 1970. | am happy to be able

to bring you this good news, and urge you to contact your
t State Welfare office at once.

neares
Yours very truly,

_\

= (W y = 2

'/%Jﬂuo\.‘z& Pl e
Mrs. Lucretia Mobhbleman
Indigent Counseling Dept.

------III-II-.---——
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Federal Job Corps
washington, D.C

Gentlemen:

1 have recently bee
the Lucky Tiger Compu
your department is involved in itraining under-
d members of mi

privilege

enployable Computer
an most interested in

340 E. Rin-Tin-Tin Memorial Dr.

Hope Springs, N.J.
July 17, 1972

n informed by an official of
ter & Software Corp. that

nority groups to become
Maintenance Technicians. 1
this humanitarian endeavor,
enough to possess all

and find mysell fortunate
of the qualifications

Instructor. Even though the
an instructor with a Fh.D. de
only £8,560 per annum, I feel
structive nature of the wark
offer great compensa

soon regarding an asgsignment

outlined in Civil Service
Rulletin L-19873 for gmployment as a Training
starting salary for

tion. May I hear from you

gree is listed as
sure that the con-
would, in itself,

and starting date?

Ols

Very sincerely yours,

Elias W. Zergenstodt, Jr.

Ol 2

EI]))EPARTMENT OF HEALTH
UCATION AND WELFAR];,
Washington, D.C,

D
ear Mr. Zergenstodt: 5 August, 1972

Per your
recent
Employment npplriacat

However
» Dleas
of Job Corps T be advised tp
ps Training I”St!‘u?':ttgt:w gOSition
» Lomputer

Mairtgnan
' ce Cat
abolished in 1953501‘3. Classification g.14
-14 was

——#

Depot Square Y

M.
Hope Springs, N Jc"‘-
Sept. 4, 1972

New Jerse st
Perth ﬁmbﬁy‘ ;fj.welfara Dept.

Centlemen:

B me time due
Hﬂ.flli been unable to find “‘Dl‘k fOI S0l i

U & clerical m sun rstan 4
1 & i de t d]]] at one of the (il"ﬂiﬂ

where 1 applied,

Ih
ave now been raferred to your

or i
fice for subsistence level aid

I would exp
ect m
be ?réef as I ha
includin
paport Cfrgu?ig'_[}& However, a totally ir
Software Corp :h E.'l’:[the Lucky Tiger ch:i?‘-"an‘l
has or : e am unable : er &
Exﬂcut?:;e:n;l?:gﬁn’ad problems :: g::;;a truck
one's- attention | o alifications o ny

Please act
7 on this ma ;
my last four dollars.uer quickly as I am down to

Eengegtfcr welfare assistance t
Strong educational backgro:nd
?

Yours truly,

%ZKW
Elias W. Zergénstodt, ﬁ

Yours truly,

Senior Letter Typist G-10

| @»

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMEN

Perth Amboy Bran
Qct. 5y 1972
Dear Sir—
i ' ost unusual letter of 9/4
ipt of your m i

e not the sam
meet the employment
& Software GUE 1o

\We are in rece
in which you eontend that you af
7crgcnsmd|, Ir.,, who was unable @
requirements © Lucky Tiger Computer
lack of 2 truck operator's license. MNatur h !
ment cannot g0 unchallenged. i-len\??,h_\.-.f;:eG aw:(:l bt

i ¢ Maotor Vehic 5, @l a
with the New Jersey Dept. of 2 : ;
peither you nor any other Elias W. Zergensiody, Jr., has
even applied {or such a license:

additionally, w of filing copies of

Welfare application he F_edﬂ;u'l G e
prought forth sOmME other interesting acts abou

H.EW. file in Washington reveals that you ta_ll(:
an inguiry regarding 2 Civil Service post :llct;:l you
that a Secunity Clearance would be reguirec.

This office curr
with a Miss Lemming of
effort to determine what your

the necesst all State
s with t

Lucky Tiger an
rrue object

e ———

rarre matter may be. -
Meantime, be advised that you are not eligi

under the Welfare Acl of 1970, but may qualify

ment under the internal Security Acl of 1950.

maet cordially,
o)

A E Fichrann
Inquiry & Dete

© OF WELFARE |
ch

-overnment has
you. Your

d 1o pursue
found

ently is engaged N cmr_csponr!wme
' d Soitware in an
ives in this bi-

ble for aid
for indict=

»

nlion Director

———— =
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RALPH NA
DE
& ASSOCIATE?’

W&Shington' D.C.

Mr Elias Zergenstodt
¢/0 General Delivery
Hope Springs, N.J.

Oct. 20, 1972

Dear Mr. Zergenstodt:

One of ¢
ur field 1
Hisough Wasto B workers assigned to rooting

tions hag dige

z % Scovered y
Nancy Lu Lemm your letter of Oct, 5 to a Miss
SU”'W&:-E’ Y

We fin

Aaws in Ihe(} 1::3?‘ your allegation of dap

own suspicj “UCKy Tiger Super 40pg Gt gerous

for, § o ons ub_m:t this particulur M}Jd oy ous

year Fﬂsmozllitﬁ;mm to offer yoy 4 $zglbgél o
0 ; ' er

& Fraud Detection Ué!;tgroupg Technical T'enli)ng

We hﬂ\-’f’ lak
) * laken the [j
your superh qualiﬁuaiinnghbﬂrly of checking out

ing this offer, and only peg completely before mak.

' { ret Y r y i
of vour availability sogn s et that we did not learn

Yours truly,

&

Llewelyn Sidlinger

High Ranking Crusader

e —— = -_.____J

_ rlpi%k ¢ ﬁ“ﬁ- 5o .-;-. ‘;‘ - -_
| Mo MY, m o, Taearetf, |
r}”""” B s

®

Snickering Sycamores Sanitarium

Hollow Glen, New Jersey

Nov. 19, 1972

Mr. Llewlyn Sidlinger
Ralph Nader & Associates
Washingten, D.C.

Dear Mr. Sidlinger:

Tn keeping with our policy of screeningall
mail forwarded to patients here, 1 have your
recent letter to Elias Zergenstodt at hand. All
things considered, I feel it would be unwise to
show it to Elias just now.

As you may know, his increasingly abnormal
behavior culminated inawritten threat to blow
up all of the computers produced by the Lucky
Tiger Corp. of Chicago. It wes this threat, re-
ported to authorities by Miss Nancy Lu Lemming
of Lucky Tiger, that resulted in Zergenstodt 's
commitnent to our facility.

We are pleased that your organization
shows an enlightened willingness to hire the
mentally restored. However, it is unlikely
that Elias will be able to handle a job entail-
ing any degree of skill or responsibility in
the foreseeable future.

Currently, we are attempting to instruct
him in Basket Weaving. Should you hava an open-
ing for & man to do this type of handicraft
work, we would consider placing him in yeour
custody as soon as we feel that his behavier is
no longer a threat to himself or others.

Napolean Swinehart

Resident Superintendent

‘#
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