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Foreword 

"vVe are opposed шоиті tl1e 1vorfd Ьу а monolithic and гut!Jless сотрігасу that 
J·elies primarily оп coveгt meansfoг expanding its spheгe of influence-on in/iltгation 
instead о/ invasion, оп subvasion-instead о{ elections, оп iпtimidation instead о/ 
ji-ee choice. оп gueпil!as Ьу night ins/ead of armies Ьу day--the dimensions o.f its 
tf1reat have foomed farge оп tl1e lшri::onj'or many years. iY!шtever ош· hopes may Ье 
jiJ1· thejiІture--)iJг reducing tl7is tl1reat or li1'ing н:ith it there is по escaping eithe1· the 
gt·avity or the totality ojlts challenge І о оиг suгvivaf атІ to our security-a clmllenge 
that con.f'ronls us in unaccustomecl ways in eveгv sphe1·e o.f'human ac1i1,ity. '' 
-John г·_ Kennedy, 1961 

President John F'. Kenneliy spoke tl1ese words six months before шeeting 
with Brigadier General Williaш Р. Yarboюнgh at Fort Bragg, Noгth 
Carolina and taskiпg l1іш and his Special Opeгators to meet this "old, lшt 
new forш of operations" оп behalj' of the United States and the ji·ee vvoг/d. 

This meetiпg was followed Ьу an нn-paralleled expaпsion of Special Forces 
that woнld see ·'Green Berets" deployeLi to an even greateг nшnЬег of 
coнntries апd іп greater stгength across the globe-f'roш Енrоре to Asia, 
throнghoнt Ceпtral аші Soнtl1 America and into the coпtiпent of' Aft·ica. 
Now, over l1alf а century Jater, we find oшselves faced with tl1e same 
historic rесштепсе . The пееd tor ал expanded, l1igl1ly proficient, and keeпly 
skilled Special Operatioпs Force is again supeгseded Ьу the "olcl, Ьнt ne\v" 
threats that we Гаес. 

I've l1ad the privilege of serviпg the Nation tlшt І love for over three 
decades as а Soldier, Non-commissioned Officer, апd Civil Servaпt

execнting over twclve years of' that servicc overseas. I've had tl1e honoг of' 
leading шеп and \vomeп іп military operatioпs raпging trom Peacetime 
Eпgagement to War in оvег thirty-seven coнпtries, across five Coпtiпents , 

апd six Geographic Combatant Commaпds. l've had the good fortнпe to 
serve alongside some truly phenomeпal шеп of Jegeпd іп two Ranger 
Battalions and four Special Forces Groнps; cнlminating my сагееr at the 
Joint Task Force, Sнb-LJпified Соmшапd, and Fнnctional Combataпt 

Command levels. 
I've been blessed to live the history of US Special Operations ін 

шicrocosm; from the lraniaн Hostage Rescue Mission, to the DMZ ін 

Korea, the Інvаsіоп of Panama, Task Force Ranger іп Mogadishн, апd 

operatioнs іп Haiti, Bosnia-Herzegoviнa апd Ігаq. l've sееп tl1e depths of 
maп ' s iпhumaпity, the dire plight of tl1e oppгessed, апd the exceptioпalisш 
of the і пdошіtаЬІе Arnericaн Spirit. I've learпed апd гe-leamed some hani 
lessoпs апd Jost some very good frieпds. I've sееп ош force become frayed 
at the edges, from over а decade of сопtіпLюLІs combat. 
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But it is at tl1is point in оuг l1istoгy t.hat we аге required to ге-dонЬІе ош 
efforts; to rise above а society possessed Ьу individнal comfort and fїll tl1e 
пееd for self-less service and sacrifice in what will ргоvе to Ье а very loпg, 

generatioпa l strнggle. We mнst seek God for gніdапсе апd solace; Jook to 
онr families, Jeaders, and Team mates for streпgth; апd stнdy ош legends 
and legacy to help нs prepare fог tl1e struggle of our generatioп . 

The Jegacy of the Special Forces is profoнnd. lt's filled with lessoпs 

where тапу stood agaiпst few апd prevailed despite incredible odds; where 
ал indoшitable warrior spirit was сошЬіпеd witl1 disciplined use of terrain, 
wеароп апd wit to сапу the day. These lessoпs wеге гесогdеd fш нs-an(i 
шаnу apply to the ''oki, bLІt new" threats we face today. f:or ехашрІе, МАТ 

Robeгt Rogers "Standing Orders" are ша(іе шоrе letlщl Ьу leveraging tl1e 
advances іп techпology, fiгepower, kit, сошшuпісаtіопs, апd шol1il ity to fit 
our cuгrent circшnstaпces ... but they still apply. 

And that' s wl1y І like this book! This book pгovides not оп Іу а collective 
епdоwшепt оУ over sixty years оУ tactical lessoпs learпeti, but а further 
ргасtісаІ methodology іп гegards to tl1e planning and execнtion ot· smaJJ нnit 

tact ics -- tl1e corneгstone о!' every sнccessful Special Operation. This book is 
а tішеІу whetstone, апd waгrants шу stroпgest recoшшendation f'or your 
pгofessional developmeпt. Мау you use it to hопе your skills Гог the fight оУ 
оuг lives 1 If'we f'ail- we шау well dоош parts ofthe world to gепегаtіопs of' 
darkness апd oppressioп . 

Strength апd Нопоr - CSM Riclшrd ' 'Rick" Lamb 
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Preface 

"А miml 1vithout instruction canno тше Ьеш fruittlюn afield, however fertile, 
witlюut cultivation. "- Cicero 

We tend to study а]] оuг disciplines in unrelat.ed parallels. То alleviate this 
disparity, this handbook is intended as а conceptнal oveгview of all relevant 
topics of small uпit tactics every Special Forces soldier oнght to Ье familiar 
witl1 in order to Ье etfective on today's battlefield. It seeks to defiпe the 
course of stнdy for the sound developmeпt of Special Forces soldiers so as 
to avoid the Scylla of шеrе асаdешіа and the Charybdis of pure pragmatism, 
апd to preserve the heritage, lineage, and legacy of the United States of 
America's most ofteп misнпderstood and нпsнпg l1eroes, tl1e fightiпg men of 
Special Forces. 

This handbook is categoгized into five functional агеаs: history, doctrine, 
planпing, operatioпs, апd common skills. In order to highlight the 
development of key doctrines, as well as mistakes to avoid, the object lesson 
throнghoнt being both theoretical and practical; the haпdbook begins with 
history, thereby acceпtuatiпg the why of planпing and operatioпs. "r'ools say 
they learн Ьу ехрегіепсе. l prefer to profit Ьу otl1ers' experience." This 
expression attributed to Otto Vоп Bismarck, highlights ап especially 
impoгtant trнt\1 in the stLJ(iy of war, namely, leaгning from history, especially 
the failнres of others. Professional soldiers have always placed а high 
premiнm on it, for it yields the laшels of victory. Іп this respect, part one 
covers а short history of the development and implementation of Special 
r'orces, from its historic progeпitors: Rogers' Rangers, the rlrst Special 
Seгvice r'огсе (I<'SSF'), апd the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), to the 
warfighti11g exploits oftheir progeпy, the modem Special Forces Regimeпt. 

Part Two, doctri11e, begiпs with а theory of ;var аші movi11g 011 to 
fou11datioпal pгi11ciples, it seeks to cover іп broad terms the levels of war 
from strategic to tactical with а11 emphasis 011 tl1e tactical applicatioп of the 
principles. Buildiпg upo11 ап i11trodнctory discнssioп 011 these gгouпd Лооr 
priпciples, the chapter proceeds to iпtтoduce the nіпе priпciple tasks which 
Special Forces нnits perfonл: l.Jncoпveпtioпal Warfare, Foreigп lntemal 
Defeпse, Secнrity Fогсе Assistaпce, СонпtеІ·іnsшgепсу, Special 
Reconnaissance, Direct Action, Combatiпg Teгrorism, Coнnter

proliferatioп, and lпformation Operatioпs. 1 

Parts three апd tош, covering planning and operations, seeks to bridge 
theory and practice Ьу laying the foнndatioпal trнths relevant for 

1 ГМ 3-18, 2-4. These miss ions make Special І''о гсеs uniqtІe іп tl1e U.S. military, because tl1ey 
аге employe(J tl1гouglюllt the tht·ee stages oftl1e орегаtіопаl contiпl!шn: peacetime, coпflict, аш! 
vYar. 
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understanding the chasш between doctгine апd execution. This sectioп of 
the haпdbook seeks to provide the basics of sша\1 uпit tactics (SUT), as 
everything froш orgaпizing а patrol to the execution of raids, arnbushes, апсІ 
recoпnaissaпce patrols are discussed. This section along with part five , 
соттоn tasks, wi\1 pгovide all peгtineпt infoгmation necessary to assist tl1e 
Special Forces so\die1· as he navigates his way through аІІ peгtiлent Апnу 
field maпuals (FMs), graphic trainiпg aids (GTAs), as well as add а 

doctrinal foundation for tl1e SUT Tactical Standing Operatiпg Procedшes 
(SUT TACSOP). These refe1·eпces along with the Ranger Handbook (SH 
21-76), constitute tl1e core prescribed SUT curriculшn. Тї1е liesired end state 
is for this systematic arrangement of knowledge to serve as an institutional 
гl!dder for tl1e Special т;·orces Comшunity and tl1e SlJТ Phase of the Special 
Foгces Qualificatioп Couгse. 

According to visioпaries like Aaron Bank, Rllssell Volckmann, and 
Robe1i МсСlLІГе, Special f:orces wol!ld сапу оп the legacy of the Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS) Ьу coпdllcting raids, sabotage, and gllerilla \varfare 
behind enemy l i пes. The "Quiet Prof'essionals," Special Forces, are 
deployed worldwide displaying their dominance іп full spectrum operations 
th1·ough theiг llncoпveпtioпal warf'are expeгtise . Fгom humaпitarian 

assistaпce and tгаіпіпg of iпdigenous f'orces, to direct action and special 
reconпaissance missioпs, Special Forces soldiers live llp to the Special 
Forces шotto : De Oppresso Liber, to Free tl1e Oppressed.2 

In ргераrіпg this book І have Ьееп overwt1elmecl Ьу the generous scale ot' 
assistaлce and inspiratioп І have received. Му frieпds and fellow SUT 
instrllctors have graced ше with sound advice and technical expertise \vhich 
collectively amounts to hнndreds of years of tactical experience, withollt 
whic/1 tl1is book wollld aшount to irrelevant drival. І woнld like to take this 
opportuпity to tl1aпk everyone who has been involved in the process, 
especially: Mike ВІасkЬшп, Steve Phшnprey, Ron Berryhi\1, Mark Ballas, 
JD Cobler, George Natvig, Dan Schewe, Jay Sшith, Shane Ladd, John 
Bнtler, Troy Petersen, Steve Grewell, Tim Brown, George Marshall, 
Brandon Riel, Charles Tilton 11 , Tim Phelan, Тіш Parker, Brad lngram, 
Adam Watkins, Dllstin Waslшm, Dave Stone, Joshua Bogart, Michael 
Hatfield, Kenny Yoнng, Тіш Kemp, Rick LашЬ, Тепу Peters, Jay Роре and 
Robeгt Webb. І аш extremely gratetul to а\1 ofthe above for all their help. 

Moreover, as any one who has ever taught knows, you learn а lot when 
you teach. І аш the1·efore fuгther indebted to my SUT students, both past and 
present, who not only gave this book its raison d'etre, but corpoгately seгved 
to shape its scope Ш1lі sharpen its f'oclls Ьу providing me wit/1 iпvaluable 
insights, searching чuestions, шкі feedback. Tlшnks to аІІ. 

2 USSOCOM l:actbook, 40. 
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Special Forces Creed 

І аш an Aшerican Speciall'orces soidier. А professionaJ! 3 

І wiJJ do а! І that шу nation requires of ше. 1 аш а volunteer, kпowing well 
the hazards of" ту prof"ession. 

І scrve \Vith the шеnюrу of' t!юse wІю have gone bef"ore ше: Roger's 
f{angers, Francis Магіоn, MosЬy's Rangers, the Fiгst Special Service Force 
апd Ranger Battalions of· World Wаг ТІ, ТІ1е Airborпe Ranger Companies of 
Korea. І pledge to uрІю!сі tl1e Іюnог апd integrity of· а!І І аш - іп а!І Т do. 

J аш а profcssioпal so!dier. Т will teach апd fight wherever ту nation 
rcquires. J wi!l stгive always, to ех ес! in сvегу агt апd aгtiticc of war. 

І know that J wi!l Ье ca!led нроп to pcrform tasks іп isolation, far fгош 
faшiliar faces апd voiccs, with the help and gніdапсе of ту Gocl І will 
conquer my fcars апd succced. 

І will keep шу шind апd body clean, alert and strong, for this is ту debt to 
those who depeпd upon ше . 

І will поt f"ail those with wlюm І serve. І will not bring shame нроn myself 
ог tl1e Forces. 

І will шаіпtаіп mysel( my arшs, апd my eqнipmeпt in ал immaculate state 
as befits а Special Forces soldieг. 

Му goal is to sнcceed іп any missioп - апd live to succeed аgаіп . 

І am а memЬcr of my пation's chosen so!diery. God grant that І may not Ье 
found waпtiпg, that І willпot fail this sacred tп.Іst . 

De Oppresso Liber 

3 Special !'огсеs Сгееd of 1961. 
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Ranger Creed 

Recogпizing that І volunteered as а Raпger, fнІІу knowing the hazards of 
ту choseп professioп, І will always CП(ieavor to uphold the prestige, honor, 
and high esprit de corps of' the Rangers. 4 

Acknowledgiпg the fact tl1at а H.anger is а nюre elite soldicr who arrives at 
thc cuttiпg cdgc ot' battle Ьу Іапd, sea, or air, І accept the fact that as а 
Rangcr ту country cxpccts те to nюve furtheг, fasteг апd tigl1t harder than 
any other soldier. 

Never shall І fail ту comrades. І will always keep myself meпtally alert, 
physically stгong апсІ morally straight апd І \Yill shoulder тоrе tlшn ту 
share ot' the task whatever it та у Ье, one-huлdred-peгceпt апd then some. 

Gallantly will І show the \\'огІd tl1at І arn а specially selected and we\1-
traiпed soldier. Му coLJrtesy to sLJperior of'ficers, neatness of dress and care 
of eqнipment shall set the example for others to tollow. 

Eneгgetically will І meet the enemies of ту cotшtry. 1 sha\1 defeat tl1em оп 
the field of battle for І ат better traiпed and will fight with all ту might. 
Sнrreпde1· is поt а Rangeг word. І will never leave а falleп coшrade to fall 
іпtо the hands of the еnету and нnder по circнmstances wi\1 І ever 
ешЬапаss ту country. 

Readily will 1 display the iпtestinal fortitLІde reqttired to fight оп to the 
Raпger objective and complete the missioп though l Ье the lопе sшvivor. 

Raпgers l.ead the Way! 

4 ТІ1е Rапgег Сгее(J \vas анtІюгеd Ьу CSM Neal R. Gепtгу, tl1e CSM of' І '1 Ranger Batt.alion 
wl1en it was гeactivate(J іп 1974. Не also developed the l{anger Battalioп Coat of Аплs and 
Distiлguisl1ed Unit lnsignia. The Сгееd \vas fнrther edited Ьу the І ' 1 Rапgег Battalion ХО 
Маjог Hнdson, and \Vas adopted Ьу tl1e Rangcг Regiшeпt. 

х 



The Special Forces Prayer 

Almighty GОП, Who art the Анthог of liberty and tl1e Chшnpion of the 
oppressed, hеаг ош рrауег. 5 

We, tl1e men of Specia! Forces, acknow!edge онr dependence нроn Thee іп 
Н1е preservatioп ofhшnan freedom. 

Go with нs as we seek to defend the defeпse!ess and to free tl1e eпslaved. 

Мау \Ve ever rernember that онr пation, w!юse шotto is "Іп God We Trнst," 
expects that we sha!! acqнit ourse!ves with honor, that we may never Ьrіпg 
shame upon our faith, our tamilies, or our fe!!ow теп. 

Grant us wisdom trom Thy mind, courage trom Т!1іпе heart, strengtl1 froш 
Thine arm, and protection Ьу Т!1іпе hand. 

It is for Thee that we do Ьatt!e, апd to Thee be!ongs the victor's cro,vn. 

For Thine is tl1e kiпgdom, and the power and the glory, forever. AMEN 

5 ТІ1е Special f'oгces Рrауег .vas >vritteп іп 1961 at tl1e 1·ечнеst of Major GепегаІ Willinm Р. 
"Ві\\" УагЬогоugІ1 Ьу Chaplnin John Stevey, tl1e 711' Specinll·'orces Gгoup (А) Chaplain. 
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А Soldier's Promise 

The реорІе ot' the United States expect те to Ье an Elite Wштіоr, сараЬІе of' 
doing things witl1 ту Ішпds апd weapoпs better tl1an anyone else in the woгld; І 

will not violate tl1at trust. І will live Ьу tl1e Special [;orces anti Rangeг Cгcetis, 
coштitting their words to ту тешогу. Whcrever І go І will таkе it appareпt 
that І ат the best. 

І will Іеагn the lincage апd hoпors of' Special Foгces and Ьс а proud 
co11tгibutor to that heritage. L will slюw disdai11 t'or those who have 110 respect 
for themselves, tl1cir detachments ог Spccial l''orces; they агс not worthy of ту 
respect, trust or fгiendship. 

І wiii study tl1e art ot'war, Іеагпіпg tl1e lessons ot'those w!ю fought betore те. 

СошЬаt application will dictate eveгything that І do. І will possess and 11LІгtше 
the soul апd шind of а Warrior. І will Ье а шastcr of ту pгofession, the 
Pгofession of Arшs. 

І understa11d that tlюse wi1o do поt k11ow history are dooшed to repeat it. A11d 
those who do 11ot reveгe the wштiors who sacгificed Ьеfоге theт агс co11deш11ed 
to live а life with 110 !1eart. no soul, 110 co11science, по honoг, and 110 purpose. 
І ат prepмed to die for ту teaттates and ту unit. r will become а rock wl1en 
ту шates are weak; 110 011е will stшnble because І t'ailed to motivate. І will till 
witl1 rage at tl1e sound ot' battle, kпо\л:іпg tlшt the seltless act ot' tl1e iпdividual 
soldier will always carry tl1e day. І undeгstanti tl1at аІІ шеn die, bLІt t'ew шеn 
really live. І choose to шаkе ту Iife the stLІff of legeпd. 

ln the sl1adow ot' every tеашшаtе lies а fашіІу. І LІndeІ·st.and that the couпsel 
ot' а loved one is an aspect ot· wartaгe older thaп tіше itselt'. І will take саге of 
ту teaшшates апd theiг faшilies because ош collective lives depeпd оп it. І 

гealize that caring шeans makiпg tiтes tough, because tough tiшes will ensшe 
survival . А haгclsl1ip bome Ьу опе will Ье Ьогnе Ьу all; tгust іп те will Ье 
sacred. 

lf' І arn unwilliпg to sacrifice, uпаЬІе to cornmit to the priпciples and litestyle 
befitti11g а professional soldieг; [ u11dersta11d that І шust leave. 111 doiпg so, І will 
join the шasses of citizenry tl1at depeпti on otheгs to keep theт t'ree. 

ЛІ! tl1is І swear to tl1at w!Jicl1 І l1old sacred. 

Strcngtil uпd Нопог -- CSM Ricilaгd ''Rick" LашЬ 

ХІ 
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Chapter 1 
А Concise History of the Special Forces 

"То he ignorant oj'~11hat оссштесt hej(JІ'e you ІІІеге bom is to І'еmаіп а!и•ауs а child. 
For н;/1С!t is the июгth oj'human /if'e, unless it is нюvеп into the lif'e cif ottІ' ancestors 

lл; the І'ecordv oj'history?" - Cicero 

lf there 's one thing \Ve clon ' t learn fгom history, it ' s we don 't learn from 
history. Therefore, if the study of history is to Ье шeaningfнl then it mнst Ье 
interpreted. Moreover, Ьесанsе proud soldiers forш the backbone of апу 
successful шilitary organizatioп, а unit history is therefore iпvaluable to 
instilliпg а strong seпse ofpride. 1 Like\vise, as the ancient histoгian Polybiнs 
observed, "the nюst instructive method of learning, is to гесаlІ the 
catastropl1es of others." Thнs, а unit arшed with а knowledge of itself, 
нntraшшeled with hagiographic drivel, and а wantonness to cover over its 
faнlts, fosters esprit de corps, and шау, as it we1·e, enable its pгogeny to 
staпd, in а seпse, upon the storied shoukiers of tl1eir forebears, to see fнгtl1er 
afield, and draw from tl1e annals of time шatchless lessons, pшchaseli with 
skill, deterшinatioп, апd self-sacrifice. 

With that іп mind, tl1e inteпt of this study is to соvег іп Ьгоаd terms the 
history of' Special Forces from its histoгic progeпitors and оПісіаІ іпсерtіоп, 
to tl1e Glol1al War 011 Teгrorism (GWOT). ТІ1е reader sІюнІd нпderstand that 
this is поt iпtenlied as а coшprel1ensive accoнnt of sнс\1 а gІогіонs sнbject, 

поr is it meaпt to Ье ап operatioпal history. Nevertheless, as а tlшmbnail 
sketch, this chapter seeks to сопvеу to the stнdeпt of war а conceptual 
overvie\v of SF' s histoгical roots, major campaigпs and engageшents . It is 
hoped that this sІюгt study will pгovide the reader with ап eпlighteпed 
perspective froш which to assess the developшeпt of the First Special 
Forces Regimeпt (Airborпe) . 

Special Forces can tтасе its origins Ьу way of а 11eritage, а lineage, and а 
legacy. То Ьеgіп with, Special f'oгces sl1are а histoгical heritage \vith tl1e 
75t1' Ranger f{egiшent tl1rough storied elite units suc\1 as Rogers ' Raпgers. 
Additionally, Special Forces derives its Ііпеаgе fюш the First Special 
Seгvice Force (FSSF), whic\1 was а joint US Сапаdіап соштапdо ш1іt 

otheгwise kпоwп as the 'Devil ' s Brigade. ' f'іпаІІу , the Special l~·orces 

Regiшent follows the legacy ofthe Off'ice ofStrategic Services (OSS). Fог а 
graphic depiction ofthis Ііпе of'thoнght, see Figшe 1-1 . 

1 .Jessнp and Coakley, А Guide ro tl1e St tІdy and !.Jse ofMilitary Hist.ory, 349. 
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Figure 1-1. The Oгigins of the Special Foгces Regiment. 

Early СоІопіаІ Rangers 

Structuп~ 

Skill Craft 
ТТРs 

During the еагlу Colonial days of America, the Colonists, withoнt 

significant goveшment suppoгt, sнccessfully defended themselves against 
lndian attacks Ьу organizing and employing Rangeг companies. Benjamin 
Chпrch ( 1639-1718), considered the fatheг of American гanging, 

commanded the first Ranger force ін America. Chшch was commissioнed 
Ьу Josiah Wiнslo\V, the Governor of Plymouth Colony, to organize, traiн, 
анd lead the first Rangeг Сотрану during Кінg Philip's War. 2 

Chшch soнght шен who were experienced ін the woods анd recгнited 
both Native Americans and Ешореаn settleгs for !1is Rапgег Company. 
Takiнg fuJ! advaнtage of the skills of both groнps, Chшch prosecuted а 
successt'нl war agaiнst King Philip (Metacomet) Ьу condнctiнg ннmеt·онs 
ambusl1es and raids, culmiнating in Metacomet's deat!1 and an енd of 
hostilities. Describiпg Clшrch, Robert Black observes, 

Benjamin Chuгcl1 was а toweгing fіgнге on the early froпtieг . Like еvегу otheг еш·Jу 
Ат сгісал Raпger wl10 vvishcd to kecp h is hаіг, І1е lcarпcd to сотЬіпс lndian tactics 
with Europcaп disciplinc апd wcaponry. Somc cighty ycars Ьеfогс Robert Rogeгs 
wrotc l1is ranging rules, СІшгсh was wr·iting of the importance of not traveling tl1e 
same route twice ... he separated captives апсІ questioпed thcm individнally ... aпd 
attacked at пight, with his теп cral-\rling оп tl1eir bellies нпtіІ close to the eпerny. 
Clшrch's lessoпs would serve thc Raпgers \Vell in the years ahead. 3 

2 Кіпg Pl1ilip's War ( 1675-1678) \vas ап armed contlict betvveeп Native American iпhabitaпts 
оГ present-day Ne\v Eпglaпd апlІ English coloпists and tІ1еіг Native Amer·icaп allies. The \Var 
was namell aft.eг Metacomet, kпo\vn to tl1e Englis\1 as .. King Philip," the leatleг of the Nat.ive 
Ашегісап belligereпts. 
3 Black, Ranger Dawп, 21. 
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СhшсІ1 would later go оп to lead l1is Raпgers duriпg the froпtier wars 
which were toug1lt betweeп Eпglaпd апd Fraпce . Church ' s Raпgers became 
experts іп recoпnaissaпce апd guerrilla \Yarfare. Additioпal1y, cluriпg Кіпg 
William's War (1688-1697), Church' s Rangers developed а water-borne 
operations сараЬіІ ity when John Gorham 11 of Massachusetts provided some 
fifty wlшleboats which the Raпgers used for infiJtratioпs and coastal raids. 
The Gorham family had а long l1istory of raпgiлg with Вепjаmіл Churcl1. 
John Gorlшm І died while fighting alongside Church in the famous Great 
Swamp Fight of І 675. John Gorham І/ weпt on to range \Nith Chнrch duriлg 
tl1e expetiition into Acatiia (Сапаdа), whicl1 iпvolveti the Raid он C11ignecto 
in 1696 dнriнg Кіпg William's Wаг, and in the sшшner of 1744, Johп 
Cior!шm ІІІ ( 1709- 1751 ), took on the fшnily maнtle and Ьеgан recruiting 
men for !1is own Rанgег Сотрану- Gorham' s Raнgers. 

This company became оне of the most famoнs апd effective Rапgег Lшits 
гaised іп colonial Nort!1 America. It served with tiistiпctioп until it was 
disbaшied in 1762. Like C!шrch before !1і111, Gorham recruited both Native 
American and European skilleti frontiersmen. ln t!1e early days of Ciorhшn ' s 
Rangers, the co loпists learned guerrilla tactics fгom vеtегап Native 
Americaп \Vaпiors, most of them being Wampaпoag and Nauset Iпdians 
from Саре Сосі. Ву acquiriпg these tact ics, Gorham's Raпgers could 
traverse great swaths of' нncharted teпitory, strike lieep іпtо remote areas, 
апd destroy the епеmу with deadly ambushes and lighteпiпg raids. 
Wheп the Freпch апd lпdian War eгupted іп 1754, Gorham's Raпgeгs 

weпt оп to рІау а promiпeпt role uпder their пеw commaпdeг, Joseph 
Gorlшm ( 1725-1790), the brotheг of .John Gorham ІП . .Joseph had served as 
а lieutenant іп his brotheг's company апlі was proпюted to сарtаіп апd took 
command after Johп's death іп 1751. Duriпg the Freпch алd ІпсІіап Wаг 
( 1754-1763 ), Goгlшm's Rangers were highly prized guerrilla figl1ters who, 
іп additioп to tl1eir otl1er exploits, prosecuteli а successful couпteriпsurgeпcy 
campaign agaiпst the Micrnac Іпdіапs and rebel French Acadians. This 1ed 
to tl1e latter' s ехрнІsіоп trom Nova Scotia. The success of Gorham ' s 
Raпgers leli to the cгeation of' six additional raпger compaпies, опе of' which 
was Rogers ' Rangers, led Ьу Robert Rogers. 

Rogers ' Raпgers 

Of Scots-lrish descent, Robert Rogers (І 731-1795) was born іп the 
village of Methuп іп the Massachusetts Вау СоІопу. At the age of fourteeп , 

he Ьеgап to participate in scouting missions against the lndians, acqнiгing 

skills fгom experieпced froпtiersmeп . ln mнch the same way as Churcl1 аrкі 
Gorham before him, Rogers took the iпitiative to orgaпize, tгаіп апlі leati ап 
elite gueпilla fightiпg force which became known as Rogers' Rangers. 
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Chapter І А Concise History ot'the Special Forces 

Impressed with the Rangers' capabilities, Rogers' superiors authorized tl1e 
augmentation of his со траnу to include tive more companies. Each Raпger 
company coпsisted of опе captain, two lieutenants, one ensigп, tour 
sergeants, and one hundred privates. Rogers served as both the commandant 
and commander ot' his O\vn company. 

Rogers' patrols were not t'or the weak or fainthearted . On one such patrol, 
on 1 О March, 1758, Rogers led а band of 184 Rangers апd regulars онt of 
H.ogers ' Islaпd to scotJt French positions in the vicinity ot' Fort Carillon -
Ticoпderoga (Figure 1-2). 

Rogers ' force wore snow shoes and tгнdged through snow that at times 
was up to four feet deep. Оп the second day of the patrol, the Rangers 
marched passed the burпt out ruiпs of I:ort William Henry, аrкі theп Ьу 
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wearing ісе creepers оп tlтeir feet, they proceeded поrtІт шаkіпg their way 
across tІте frozen surface of tІте Jake. 
Оп the tf1ird day of the patrol (ІЗ March), Rogers had Jтis шеn dоп their 

sпo,vshoes and ргосееd toward Fort Carillon аІопg the west bank of Lake 
George. Early on І 3 March, the F'rench commaпder at Fort Carillon, Captain 
d'Hebecoнrt, haviпg Ьееп alerted to the English шoveшent, seпt Ensign 
Dшапtауе with 100 шеn (а mixed force of lndians and Canadiaп шarines) 
to intercept Rogers. Later, d'Hebecoшt seпt out а larger force of' some 200-
300 Indiaпs uпder Ensign de Langy in support. 4 Ву 1500 hoшs on І 3 
March, Rogers' force haci approacheci to withiп three шіІеs of f'ort СагіІІоп 
\\1hеп his scouts гeported an еnешу раtгоІ of about І ОО men (Oшantaye 's 
force) advaпciпg up the frozen Trollt Brook nеаг Ітіs positioп (rїgure 1-3). 

--~-....... 

т;' Fort C:nil!o~y~ 
... -~-. .. ......_ (І tcoпderoga) \, 

' \ N 

і t 
'-·-

'·, 

\ 
.-----------~------, 

Battlc оп Sno\Y~hocs 
13 MЗJ·ch. 17<8 

~ Roger'~Raщ~~г~; 

!::2'~] Frettc!J :щd irкiian Fol\:t''> 

~ AU1b11Sb 

І -· Roge~'$' Lщч~ Halt 
2 - Jl.og~І"S. на~Іу AшlІUo.iJ 

3 - R<mge•!. Рщч111 о! Dшilii!a;; t> ~ Force І 
4 Uщgy'., Aшbu;:;h 

5- Rogeп' Relt'-"<'~ Іо Ut~ld МІ 

6 - Rogc1 ~ H!l.">l) DefeлS(' 1 

7 - Rog".rs· Ren-ca:to Fo1t Ed\\'t:Іrd j 
о 2)0 lll 500 ш 

[_-:-:_- __ 1_ -- :_ -
J·їgtІre 1-3. Battle 011 Snowslюes ІЗ Магсh, 1758 

Rogers immediately directed his men to сігор packs, апd takiпg up an 
ambt~sh positioп, directed his теп to stretclт онt their Ііпе along the high 
gп)L(nd jllst opposite of the brook. Uпbekпowпst to Rogers, about І ОО 

nтeters behiпd Dllrantaye \\'as Cangy's force in trail. 1Jyiпg in wait, Rogers 
allowed tlтe епету fогсе to advance until "tІтеіг Гront was nearly opposite 
онr left-\viпg," then, dischargiпg his musket, he uпleashed ап eruption of' 
nтшderous Лrе \vhich, according to him. moweci dowп forty or so Іпdіапs. 5 

' Accordiпg to [{ogers tl1is force was about 600 іп streпgth. 
5 Rogers, Jош·паІs of Маjог Robert Rogeгs, 96. 
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Duraпtaye's torce broke апd retreated in disarray. Those >vho tried to 
escape \Vere cut dowп with totnahawks апd knives as Rogeis апd аЬонt halt' 
!1is теп gave chase, scalping апоthег t'orty . Rogers recouпts, "І 110\V 

imagiпed the епету totally det'eated and ordeied а pursнit that попе may 
escape, Ьнt we sоон t'ouпd ош tnistake."6 And haviнg t'ailed to reload their 
muskets, H.ogers' t'orce гаn straight іпtо Laпgy's теп, who alerted Ьу the 
guпfire, set up their own atnbush which pгoduced equally devastatiпg 

results ; nearly decimating the Rangers. 
Coнnteгing the French attack, Rogers ordereci his remaining Rangers to 

t'all back towaгd the higl1 groun(i. There the remnants ot' his t'огсе foнght оп 
tenacioнsly as they сопtіnне(і to retreat нр Bald Монntаіп. For over ап houг 
the Rangers шапаgе(і to keep theшselves fТom being encircled. Dшing this 
retreat, Hogers reportedly lost another· 40 of his шеn . Descгibing the melee, 
Robert В lack writes, "The Rangers fought а (iesperate delaying action, 
figl1tiпg fТom Ьеhіп(і sпow-covered rocks апd tгees. Clouds of powdeг 
smoke rolled over the battlefield as men screamed, cшsed, and died. The 
fightiпg was hand-to-lшпd with tl1e late аЛ:егnооп sun gliпtiпg along the 
honed edge oftomahawks нпtіІ the cold metal shine was dнlled lJy blood.'' 7 

As the FгепсІ1 pressed their attack, they drove the Raпgeгs up the t'ace of' 
Bald Mountaiп. It vvas during this time, Rogers ' tells us, that he lost ап 
adciitional І 08 mеп. 8 Witl1 darkness rapidly approaching, and his nшnlJeгs 
qнickly dwindling, Rogeгs oгdered l1is Rangers t.o break contact іп oгder to 
avoid captuгe. Few managed to escape, and when one group sшrendered , 

they were promptly scalped anli kille(i when а scalp was discovered іп опе 
oftheir pockets. 

Uпdaнnted , Rogers паrтоwІу avoided сарtнге and гallied his remaiпiпg 
men, reaching Fort Edward two days later on the nigl1t of' 15 March with 
аЬонt tweпty halt:.staгved and fгostbitteп survivors. Althoнgh Rogers hacl 
cгitics, he l1ad poweгfнl sнpporters -- namely, General Hovve, '1\'ho had 
recently герІасеd Loгd Loнdoun as commaпder-in-chief'. Howe celebrated 
Rogers ' сошаgе, pгomoted him to major, and gave l1itn fнпds апd leave to 
recгLІit шоrе Rangers . 

St. Francis Raid 

"Of аІІ tl1e episodes embraced within Rogers ' checkered career," writes 
Stephen Brнmwell, ' 'none gained him greater fame than his 1759 raid Ltpon 
the Abenaki village of St. Francis."9 Following the capture of Fort СагіІІоn , 

"Rogeгs. JтнпаІs of.Majot· Robeгt Rogeгs, 97. 
7 13/ack, ІZапgег Dawп , 66 . 
' fZogeгs. Jouгпals of Маjог Kobert Roget·s, 98 . 
9 Bt·шnwell , White De\•il, 14. 
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Rogeгs' was oгdered to attack St. Francis in the t'all of 1759. This attack was 
ordered for two main reasons: First, Amheгst, the пеw commaпdeг-in-chiet~ 
had seпt out ап ear1ier patro1 which was нndertaken Ьу Captain Kennedy, 
whose purpose it was to sedнce t11e Abenaki away t'rom the Freпch . 

However, Keпnedy, а1опg \Vith others, were takeп prisoner апd thoвg11t 
most 1ike1y to have been tortuгed. Second, the vi11age ot' St. Francis tшd 1опg 
been а known staging point for many of the war parties that had devastated 
the Eпg1ish Co1onists. Rogers had Ьееп preaching this trнth for years, алd 
had petitioned for the destrвctioп of St. Fraпcis. 10 

Amherst's oгders fог Rogeгs' on 13 September, 1759 were as fo11ows: 

У ou are tl1 is пigl1 t to join the c!etacl1meпt of two I1L111dred теп 1vh ісІ1 was yesterday 
ordered out апd proceeded to Missisquoi Вау. F·rom tІ1епсе уон will proceed to 
attack tl1e спету ' s sett lcmcпts оп the soвtl1 side of thc St. t .. aІvrence, іп sвch а 

maпner as shall effectually disclшrge and injure the eпerny and redouпd to the 
sвccess and hoпor ofї1is majcsty's aпns. Remembcr thc barbarities committed Ьу thc 
eпemy's Іпdіап scouпdrels 011 every occasion where they have l1ad opportнпities of 
sho1viпg thcir infanюus спІсІtіеs toward l1 is majesty's subjects. Takc уовr revenge, 
but remember that, alt lюugh tl1e vil lains have prom iscнously murdereLi vvomen апd 
chi l dгcn of аІ І ages, it is ту ordcr that по womcn or chi l dreп arc to Ье kil!cd or· hurt. 
WІ1сп you havc performed this service, you Іvi ll аgа іп join tl1c army wherevcr it may 
Ье. ІІ 

Rogers departed Cro'v\-·n Point on tl1e night of 13 September with 200 
mеп . The force consisted of 132 Rangers with the rest being made up of 
vo1нnteeгs fТom 1іпе regiments. The raid patro1, оссвруіпg seveпteeп 

wha1eboats, rowed noгth on Lake Champ1ain апd reached Missisquoi Вау 
ear1y on 23 September (See Figшe 1-4). Enroute, Rogers had to seпd some 
40 men back to Crowп Point who became injшed or sick. Once at 
MissisLJLIOi Вау, Rogers concea1ed the boats, cached supp1ies for their retLІrn 
trip and left two Iпdian Rangers as guards. 

Unfortunate1y for Rogers, the next day а 1arge party of some 400 French, 
coincidenta11y 1ed Ьу 01iver de 1а Dвrant.aye, who had batt1el1 Rogeгs іп 
J 758, discovered the boats. Captшing some of the boats, Dнrantaye 

destroyed t11e rest апlі set ор ап ambнsh in the event Rogeгs woнld геtнп1 
the same 1·oute. Two days 1аtег, the Iпdian Raпgers caught вр 1vith the force 
and bгoнght Rogers t11e bad пews, іпс1нdіпg the fact t11at an enemy force of 
аЬонt 200 men were now іп ршsніt. 

10 Loescher, Т'І1е History ofRogeгs' Капgегs, Vol4, 'Гhе St .. Ггаnсіs Ka id, З. 
11 Метоіг and Officia l Соrгеsропdспсе of GеІlеІ·аІ JоІш Stark, 448. 
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At this point, Rogers convened а сонnсіІ ot' war. His two шаіn concerns 
were: fiгst, the Freлch woн ld нndoнbted ly conclLІde that they were boнnd 
t'or St. f'rancis іп respoпse t'or Кеппеdу's сарtше; and secoпd the Freпch 
woLІld шost likely expect theш to rеtшп tl1e sаше гонtе. Althoнgh behind 
еnешу liпes and t'ш· t'гош апу sнpport, Rogers' decided to сопtіпuе the 
шission. То шаkе his nevv рІап work, Rogers' sent а seveп шаn team back 
to Crown Point, instructing them to cache supplies at the conf1LІence ot' tl1e 
Ашпюnооsuс anti Conпecticut rivers; about І ОО kilometeгs north ot' Гort 
Number 4. f'ollovving tl1e гаіtі, Rogeгs woнld returп to Crown Роіпt via the 
Connecticut River апd Гort Number 4 wl1eІ·e l1e would utilize the cached 
stores. 

At'ter sloggiпg throнg\1 waterlogged f'orests t'or а week, Rogers' reшaiпing 
142 Rangers arrived іп the viciпity ot' St. Гrапсіs оп the twenty-secoпd day 
оГ the patrol, with their ratioпs coшpletely exhaLІsted. Earlier tl1ey hali 
cгossed their last obstacle, tl1e St. Fraпcis River, which was t'ast moviпg with 
а mеап depth of' five f'eet. Tlшt пight, at 2000 hours (З Oct, 1759), Rogeгs, 

accompaпied Ьу Lt Turner ancl Eпsign Avery, coпducted his leaders' 
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reconnaissance of the town. Rogers' reconnaissaпce ideпtified over sixty 
buildings, most of which were log cabins while а few were stoпe. The 
bнildings were tormed іп ап orderly square \Vith the Jesнit missioп іп the 
center. The most telling detail of all was the 600 scalps, which were no 
doнbt mainly Eпglish. 12 These haпging from varioнs poles throнghoнt the 
town, seemed to cry OLІt for the coming vепgеапсе. 

Rogers retнrne'i агонnd to the mаіп body агонпd 0200 on 4 ОсtоЬег, 
brought his men foгward to within 500 meters of tl1e towп, dropped packs 
and prepared for the assaнlt. 13 At about 0500 lюнrs the attack began. The 
гаіd achieved complete sнrprise as the Raпger force fell on tl1e slшnbering 
town. St. f'rancis scarcely put нр а defeпse as Rogers' men shot, or 
tomahawked people where they lay. Aml1erst's oгder to avoiti killiпg women 
апd children was lost in the freпzy as Rogeгs was unable to гestrain his mеп. 
Those wlю tried to escape were promptly slюt tiowп Ьу sentries Rogers had 
posted outsitie tl1e village. 

As the sнn was rising, Rogers coпsigned St. l~raпcis to the f1ame, spaгing 
опІу the storehouses fог sнsteпance. As the Іюнsеs Ьнrпеd, they became 
deatl1 traps 1or those who had attempted to escape the caгnage Ьу l1idiпg іп 
their attics. The chшch too was Ьшпеd, Ьнt not Ьеtоге it was гaпsackcd for 
its пюrе valuable trappings апd at least опе pricst геГнsеd quartet· anti 
perisl1ed in the f1ames. 14 Ву 0700 Іюшs, tl1e towп of St. Fгапсіs was 
destroyed. The afteгmath, accoгding to Rogers, was 200 Iпdians were killed, 
twcnty woman and children pгisoners (tifteeп wеге released), and five 
rescнed English hostages. Rogers ' force sнfTcred only one killecl and six 
woнnded. 15 After gatl1ering what соrп from thc storehouses tl1ey сонІlі 
сагrу, Rogers апtі his men began tl1e 300 kilometeг rcturn trip tl1гough 
uпcharted wilderness. 

The jонrпеу to Crown Point soon tнrнed into а пightmaгish stгuggle for 
survival. The Frencl1 were Іюt in pursнit and sincc Rogers had поt origiпally 
planned to use this roнte, по caches had been emplaced аІопg tl1e way. Food 
supplies quickly ran онt, and Rogeгs had to break нр his starving torce into 
foraging parties, \vhich put them at risk ot' being overwhelmed Ьу largeг 
French forces. French pшsнers eventнally killed or captured more than 40 
Raпgers. 

Most tiiscoнcerting of аІІ was the fact that the mан whom Amherst had 
dispatcl1ed to rendezvous (RV) with Rogers' force and deliveг the needeti 
sнpplies, Lt Stephens, departeti the RV а scant two hoнrs before Rogers 

12 Rogers. Jouгпa ls o f'Majoг Robe11 Rogeгs, 147. 
11 1bid, 141. 
14 Bгumwel l, Wl1ite Devil, 198. 
15 Rogeгs, Jourпals of Major Robe11 Rogeгs, 141. 
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arrived; having ~raited опlу two days. 16 Undauntecl, Rogers and t.hтee ot' his 
шеn, шoved оп ahead of their sшall party, and coпstгнcting а sшаІІ гatt out 
of trees апd vi11es, reached Fort No. 4 011 ЗІ ОсtоЬег, a11d 011 2 Noveшber 
started back with SLlpplies to rescue the others. Ву 7 Noveшber, Rogers was 
аЬІе to seпd Amherst а report of the mission, and оп І December, Rogeгs' 
exhausted raid patrol straggled back іпtо Crown Point, bearing their 
priso11ers, repatriated Colonists and loot. 

Although the Rangers lost 45 men during the raid, Amherst and the 
colonial British population coпsidered the attack а hLJge success, апd 

Rogers' Raпgers we1·e celebrated as the heroes who struck an LJnprecedented 
blow agai11st tl1eir f'reпch ащі Indiaпs foes . Rogers' Raпgers went on to 
serve with distinction нntil tl1e епd of the ГrепсІ1 апd lпdian war, at which 
tіше the LJпit was disbaпded. At its peak ofservice, Rogers' Raпgers s>ve lled 
to а force of 1400 elite light infantry. 

The Ra11ger Corps was the preeminent reconnaissaпce, ambLJsh апd raid 
asset to the British duriпg the СоІопіаІ Era. Rogers' Raпgers went оп to 
serve with distiпction нпtіІ tl1e епd of the l~'reпch апd Іпdіап \-var, at wl1ich 
time the uпit >vas disbaпded. At its peak of service, Rogers' Rangers swelled 
to а force of 1400 elite light iпfaпtry. 

Perhaps most practical of аІІ >vould Ье the ccкiification of Major Rogers' 
patrolliпg experieпces. His 28 Rules of Raпging аші Staпdiпg Orders, 
encapsulate tl1e esseпce of' f'rontier uncoпventional warfare metlюdology and 
stand today as а practical gнide for patrolling (See Annex В). 

As we сопtіnне to review the sal ient poiпts of ош historical heritage, \ve 
would Ье remiss withoнt sнпліsіпg tl1e шajor contribнtioпs the Ranger 
traditioп has rnade нроп the special operations comшtшity. Гогешоst is the 
tactical art of raпging that was devised Ьу combining European ligl1t 
infantry skills and Native Americaл нпсопvеntіопаІ warfaгe tactics. 

Sнch skills іпсІнdе: scoнtiпg, long-range recoп11aissance, tracking and 
coнпter-trackiпg, caching, camoutlage, and foragiпg, поt to mention the 
figl1ting skills of' the tomahawk and knife, апd of coнrse the deadly ambнsh 
and the ability to strike distaпt targets of strategic vаІне іл lightпiлg fast 
raids. These skillsets, along \-vith the accompanying l1igh esprit de corps and 
warrior spirit, constitute the shared inl1eritance of botl1 the 75th Ranger 
Regiment and the І st Special Гorces Regiment. 

"'Н.ogers adds, ' Till(l iлg а fresh fire Ьшп іпg іп l1is camp, 1 fired gнns to Іхіпg l1im back, 1vhich 
gнns he l1eard, Ьнt ІVOtІiliпot turn back, supposiпg 1ve were the enemy." Additioпally, Kogers 
іпfоплs us that tl1is Lt Step!1eпs was !ater coнrt marslla!!cd for th is act of пeg!igence. 
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The Swamp Fox 

As we shall discuss f'urther, gнeгrilla waгf'are is а foпn of' irregнlar 
warf'are in vvhich sшаІІ groнps of', predotninately indigenous combatants, 
нsе military tactics, suc!1 as those we have described еагІіег, to harass larger 
and less-шobile traditional f'orces in eneшy-held territoгy . 1 7 Francis Marion 
( 1732-1795), one оГ the шost distinguisl1ed patriots and heroes of' the 
Ашегісаn Revolution, f'ought а successf'нl guerrilla war or insuгgency in 
South Carolina against the British. 18 

Пisastrous American def'eats at Charleston юкі Camdeп ін tl1e sшnшег of' 
1780, leti шану to give LІр the fight f'or іпdеренdенсе, but Магіон kept tl1e 
war alive Ьу def'eatiпg 1-oya\ist troops, and harassing tl1e British \Nith а 

шeasLІre of' sLІccess that was tiisproportioнate to the size of his partisaн 
force. 19 Магіон 's elusive tiisappearaнces af'ter sшргіsе anacks earпed for 
І1іш the пот de gueп·e, ' 'Swaшp Fox." 

Followiнg the fa\1 оГ Charlestoп to the Britisl1 оп 12 Мау, 1780, Магіоn 
Ьесаше а Yugitive, анd LІроп heariпg tl1e пews of а пеw Аше1·ісап апnу 

gatheriпg in North Carolina, he шаdе l1 is way there with about tweпty men 
to ofГer his services. Major Geпeral Gates hati гесепtІу assuшed сотшанd 
оГ the 1·ешаінінg Сопt іпенtаІ forces in tl1e SoLІth пеаr Raшseur (Noгth 

СаrоІіпа) оп the Пеер River. While at tl1e сашр of' Gates, tl1e resideнts of 
the Williaшsbuгg Пistrict (Маrіоп ' s home) rose against the British апd seнt 
Магіон а message askiпg l1im to take сошшапd (See Figuгe 1-5). Маrіоп 

who was гепоwпеd for his \eadersl1ip capability. had earlicr Ьеен 

comшissioпed а Lieutcнaпt СоІопеІ in tl1e South СаrоІіна Militia, апd had 
exteпsive fгontier Лgl1tiпg схреrіенсе. Не readily acceptcd. 

Major Geпcral Gates vvas рІанnінg to шоvе он Caшden, thc tnaiп inland 
Britisl1 base, and with Marion 's partisaпs he hoped to sevcг the British line 
of' cotшnuпications with Chш·Іeston. Gates' iпtcnt was f'or Маrіоп to 
frustrate Bгitisl1 ef'forts to reiпf'orce Catnden апd likewise pгevcnt а гetreat 
опсе Gates defeated theш. When Маrіоп returпed to t.he Williaшsburg 

Пistгict of South Carolina he assumed comшand of tour cotnpanies of' 
partisans. Marion's militia consisted mainly of farшers and slaves froш the 
surrouпding couпtгyside. For waпt of war· SLІpplics, Marion 's шен provided 
t.hcir own weapoпs, tnOLІnts апd food . Additioпally, becaLІsc Маrіоп 

17 For тоге on gLІепіІ Іа wагf'аге see cl1aptet· 4: Special Foгces Doctriпe. 
" Ап lпsuгgency is an oгgan ized movement aimed at the overtlll'OІN of· а coпstittlted 
goveПJment ог occupyiпg ро,vег thгoнgl1 the нsе of' subveгsioп all(l аплеd coпflicl. Fог тоге on 
insш·gency see Cl1apteг 4. 
19 А рагtіsап is а 111е111Ьег of ап іггеgLІІаг mi!itaгy fогсе ~vhicl1 is foп11ed to oppose, tilГOtІgh 
iпsuгgent activity, atl а пл у of occttpatioп 's сопtго І of an агса . 
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couldn 't рау his men, !1е allowed theш to join the milit ia апd leave treely at 
any time at the ir оwп discretion. 

· . >: .~otih Carol:iJJa 
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Figuгe 1-5. Francis Marion's Partisaл Campaign. 

Meetiпg Gates' iпtent, Маrіоп moved at once to cut the British line of 
commuпications between Charlestoп and Caшden. After шоvіпg а good 
ways inlaпd aloпg the upper Saпtee, on І 6 Aнgust Маrіоп received the 
shocking пews that Gates had been aпnihilated Ьу Lord Comwallis near 
Camden. Half of Gates ' 3,000 men vvere eitheг killed, wouпded or taken 
prisoner; the remainder fled to Noгth Carolina. His coпtidence нnshaken, 
Мшіоn recogпized that being astride t.he eneшy's Ііпе of coшшнn ications 

might still present ап oppoгtнnity. 
On his secoпd day of command, Маrіоп received \VOrd that І 50 Americaп 

prisoners were being held on а plantation nеш Horse Creek, jнst пorth of 
Nelson's l;en-y. Оп the morпing of20 Aнgнst, Мю·іоп ' s paгtisaпs sшprised 

tl1e detachmeпt of British regнlars guardiпg the Coпtiпentals. SLІГргіsе was 
complete as Marioп's fot·ce of 52 mеп killed ot· captнred 24 of the епеmу 
vvh il e suffering опІу two casualties and liberating the prisoners. However, 
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believing the war to Ье lost, опІу three of tl1e repatriated soldiers joined 
Marion. 

It \Nas at tf1is time that the Loyalists, also knowп as Tories (those \>vho 
supported tf1e Bгitish), Ьеgап to move out in force to sнppress the Patriots 
and attempt to establish а base in the Williamsburg District. Two weeks 
after his success at Horse Creek, Marion's force rode after а Tory militia 
under the command ofMajor Ganey on Britton's Neck. On the morning of 4 
Aнgust, Маrіоп set out for Ganey and met him head-on. Being oнtnшлbered 
50 to 250, Marion feigned retгeat, and using himseJf as bait, Ішеd the Тогіеs 
after him і пtо an ambush at аріесе of ground known as the Blue Savannah. 
After being ambнshed Ьу Маrіон, апd sнffeгing ап estimated 30-50 killed ог 

wounded, Оапеу' s militia no longer existed as an effective fighting force. 20 

Bolstering the Patriot санsе as \Nell as rais iпg the ire of the Britis\1, 
Marion's victoгy at ВІне Savaпnal1 led to sixty рІнs volunteeгs, and 
prompted Cord Comwallis to dispatch some 800 Bгitish ащі CoyaJist troops 
to huпt him down. Althoнgl1 Marion was tiaring and aggressive, he was 
caгetul with the lives of теп, and therefoгe wisely гeleased them to гetuгn to 
their homes while І1е quietly slippeti іпtо North Caroliпa ' s Great Wl1ite 
Marsh. Britisl1 and Тогу vengeaпce was seгveti cold, but it served to solidify 
the Patriot cause. Т11еп оп 28 September, tollowing the witl1drawal of' 
Comwallis' force, Marioп's partisans convergeti on and defeated another 
Тогу militia at Black Mingo Creek. Followiпg this engagemeпt, Тогу 
activity in the low-couпtгy fizzled, tl1e Patriot санsе rose, and Marion was 
promoted to brigadier geпeral. 

Makiпg fнll нsе of his iпt.imate knowledge of low-country riveriпe 

systems, 1or nюre thaп two years Marion ' s Militia attacked епеmу со І шлпs, 

captured oнtposts, and еvеп foнght aloпgside Coпt.ineпtals іп tl1e pitched 
battle ot· Eutaw Spriпgs . His resilience апd eftorts against British and 
Loyalist forces proved iпstrнmeпtal to Patriot morale. Using tactics lюned 
while fighting the Cherokee, Маrіоп combinecl Contiпental Army modes ot· 
fightiпg with Native American uпconveпtioпal warfare tactics to lead а 

highly et'fective gнегrіІІа war. Accord i пg to Scott Аіkеп, Магіоп's staпdard 

tactic was: "swift movemeпt to the objective area, ап assault with more than 
one maneuver uпit, and а rapid vvithdrawal." 21 

As опе of tl1e fathers of nюdem gнerrilla wartare, along with Thomas 
Sumter апd Andrew Pickens, Маrіоп learned fгom the Native American to 
tJse the terrain to his advantage and repeatedly defeated larget· and better
eqнipped forces with few losses. For neaгly two years, Oeneral Магіоn 
pгoved himself а masteг at condнctiпg partisan warfare. This was primarily 

2" Мош·е, Tl1e lйе and Times ofGen. J:ranc is Marion, 65. 
11 А iken, The S\v~mp Гох: Lessons іп Lea(leгsll ір fгom tl1e Partisa11 Campuigns of l''rancis 
Marion, 118. 
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due to his ability to use tactics that suited the political situatioп, tl1e terraiп , 

the capabilities ot'his mеп, and the vнlnerabil i ty ot'his enemies.22 

General Natl1aniel Gгeene , who replaced Gates, and vvitnessed tl1e 
eventual collapse ot' the British strategy in the South, spoke of General 
Маrіоп in glowiпg terшs: "Не lived withoнt fear and died withoнt 

reproacl1." And ін а letter to Marion he wrote, "То fight the епеmу bravely 
with the prospect ot' victory is пothiпg, Ьнt to fight with intrepidity нnder the 
constant iшpression ot' defeat, and to inspire irregнlar troops to do it, is а 
taleпt реснІіаr to yoшselt'. " 

As fаг as а соntгіЬнtіоп to ош historical heritage goes, what more coнld 
\VC want? As Marion, and those like l1im: Sнmter and Pickeпs rightly 
deseгve sоше credit t'or Ашегісап independence. Dне to gнеrгіІІа bands like 
Marioп ' s paгtisaпs, not only wеге the Bгitish пever able to sесше South 
Ca!'Oiina, Ьнt tl1eir entire Soнtl1ern ot'fensive was thwш'ted. Апd ho~' 

significant was Marion's impact on the War of lлdependence? Well, if we 
bear іп mіші tlшt it \Nas due to setbacks in Carol iпa in the first рІасе tlшt led 
Corпwai!is to attack Virgiпia, а dccision \vl1ich eпded іп his sшrender at 
Yorktown, I'd say compelliпg. Additionally, Marion's courage, leadcrsl1ip 
аші tactics оЛег us much to Ье stнdicd апd cшulated. 

Mosby ' s Rangers 

Dшing thc C ivil War ( 1861-1865), John Singlcton Mosby and his 
rcgiment oГpartisans, kno,vn as Mosby's Rangcrs, werc rcnowned as опе of' 
the nюst Гcarcd and successf'ul guerrilla fightiпg нnits in thc history of' 
\Varf'are. MosЬy's Rangers rcgularly engageti much laгger foгccs in 
ambнshes and lig!Jtening raids decp bel1ind еnешу Ііпеs, and rode away 
victorious. СоІопеІ John Singletoп Mosby fortned the 43d Battalion ot' 
Virginia СаvаІгу, а regimental-sized нnit ot' partisan Rangers іп January 
1863 . 

Mosby was Ьоrп іп Powhatan County, Virgiпia, on Decernber 6, 1833 . 
Brought нр near Charlottesville, Mosby entered the U п iversity of Virgiпia іл 
1849. While theгe he was charged with shooting aпother stнdent and 
seлtenced to prisoп . W!1ile in prisoл he bef'riended his prosecLJtor, began to 
study law, алd became а Іаwуег in Bristol f'ollo~'ing his release. Like many 
idealists, at the oнtbreak of' the Civil Wаг, Mosby opposed sнccessioп (and 
slavery), Ьнt felt it was his patriotic dнty to defend his home state of 
Virgiпia. 

While serving іп J.E.B. StLІш't's саvаІгу, ".ІеЬ" vvas kееп to notice 
Mosby's taleпts as а leader, lюrsemeп , and tactician. And in January 1863, 

2' lbid, 28. 
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with t.he approval ot· Geпeral Lee, gave hіш а sшall coшmand of піnе mеп 
to "defend the good people of' Virginia." When the Partisaл Ranger Act of' 
1862 was repealed Ьу tl1e Coпfederate Coпgress, Lee l1ad Mosby 
coшmissioned а captain. Before long, Mosby's small ПLJcleus of men grew 
to eight companies, and at the l1e ight of Mosby' s coшmand, пеаrІу 2000 
men had rode with him at some point. 

Lee and Stнart' s iпtent tor Mosby' s partisan tогсе was to keep l,ee ' s 
Апnу of Northem Virgiпia informed of епеmу movements, апd harass the 
Federals as much as possible. Mosby was tlшs empowered to devastate the 
Union supply Iines and depots - to wreak havoc. In his War Reminiscences 
Mosby recotmts: 

Му ршроsе was to weakeп the arrnies iпvadiлg V irg iп ia Ьу harassiпg their rear. As а 
Ііпе is опІу as strong at its wcakest роіпt, it was ncccssaгy to Ьс stroпgcr thaп І was 
at еvегу роіпt іп order to гes i st ту attacks. То destroy supply trains, to break нр the 
шeans of coпvcying intclligcncc, and tlшs isolating an агшу fТош its base, as wcll as 
its differeпt согрs froш each otl1er, to coпftІse their р Іапs Ьу captur iпg d ispatches, ш·е 
the objccts ot· partisan war. lt is just as legitimat.c to figl1t the епсшу in thc rear as іп 
front. The оп Іу diffe rence is the danger. Now, to ргеvепt аІ І these thiпgs fi'Dm being 
donc, hcavy dctaclнncпts Іnн st Ье made to guard against them. The mi litaгy valuc of' 
а partisaп ' s work is поt mcasшcd Ьу tl1e anюuпt of' propeгty dcstroycd, or the 
пншЬеr of шеп ki lled о1· captured, Ьнt Ьу tl1e пшnЬег І1с keeps \Vatchiпg (оп the 
dcfensc). Evcry soldicr withdгawп !Тот thc f'roпt to g uard thc rеш· of an апnу is so 
тuch takeп fюm its fight i пg strength.23 

Begiпning in Jaпuary, 1863, Stuart dispatched Mosby and 15 Raпgers to 
conduct operations agaiпst the lJnioп forces tl1at were occupying Noгthem 
Virginia. On .Jапнагу 28, МоsЬу set oft' on his first raid against Federals in 
Chantilly. The following month, Mosby гaided Fairfax Coнnty tvvo more 
times, gettiпg the Ьetter of Iarger Fedeгal toгces each time. Іл respoпse to the 
raids, Colonel Wyndham dispatcl1ed 200 troopeгs of t.he 18th Pennsylvanian 
СаvаІгу under Major Joseph Gilmore to captнre Mosby and his men. In tl1e 
town of Middleburg, the lJnion force searcl1ed ІосаІ residences, arrested 
citizens, and even threatened to Ьнrп the to\vn in an attempt to sпюkе out 
Mosby's тел. With no joy Gilmoгe departed for Fairfax, Ьut no sooner had 
the Federals left the town did Mosby assemble his теп апd give chase. And 
they met нр with the Union raiders at Aldie in l~oнdon County on March 2, 
1863 (See Figнre 1-6). 

Almost >vithoнt exception, the men who joined Mosby wеге exceptional 
horsemen апd a ll became, ог were already, tieadly witl1 the Colt .44 са І 

~3 Mosby, War Rem iпisceпces, 43-44. 
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pistol, the preferгed wеароп of the Rangers. 24 As the Rangers closed the 
distance, and finding the Fedeгal cavalry disшounted and witlюut security, 
with а bold curdling Rebel yell tl1ey charged. And in the sharp firetїgl1t tJшt 
ensнed, 19 Federal troopers and 28 horses v.•ere captured with only one 
Ranger casualty. This action deшonstrated the tїghting prowess of Mosby's 
Rangers in their ability to conduct surprise attacks against numeгically 
superior forces sustaining few casualties while leaving the enemy with а 
good many empty saddles. 

} 

і 

Mosby's Confederacy 
1 - Л1е CI!RJІiiHy Raidro JшJШ\ry S-6, 1863 
2 -- Гi/9lt nr.Aldie ~1..1І'Сh l. 186~ 
3 - FairftL"< Raid Мап:і! 30, 1863 
4 - Gunfigh! at ~,!i:;kil's Farn1 Apt·i! І, І 863 
5- Catlett's Station Raid f.;lay ЗО, 1863 
6- ВеІТ)'\';ІJе \\'ngon ТІ'аіn Raid AU,R: В, 64 

7 -- Gп:enbn.:k Rni•i Octol>eJ' 14. 186-t 

Гigure 1-6. Mosby's Pш1isan Actions. 

Mosby depended оп surprise and knew how to make tl1e most ot· Гoul 
weather. Оп one such night, Mosby embarked with 29 Raпgeгs оп his most 
dariпg an(i signitїcaпt raid, the опе оп Fairf'ax Court House. Wyndham, а 
colonel of Vermont Cavalry, who had earlier dispatcl1ed tl1e patrol to 
capture Mosby, had called Mosby nothing пюrе than а horse thiet'. Mosby's 
plan was to teach Wyndhaш а lesson іп proper etiqнette. 

Late on the afterпoon ot' 8 Marcl1, 1863, Mosby led his 29 horseшen to 
Fairf'ax Court Нонsе; tl1e objective - tl1e capture of СоІопеІ Wyndlшm. It 
was а daring feat. Mosby writes, "The sat'ety of tl1e eпteгprise lay in its 
novelty; пothing of the kind had Ьееп done before."25 The Rangers departed 

24 ТІ1е f'edera l саvаІгу follgllt witl1 sabers llntil, as they qLJickly lliscoverell. Mosby's l{angers 
llidn't. 
25 Mosby, Memoirs, 172. 
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Dover, Virginia, t\-\'0 miles west of Aldie, апd l1eaded east dowп the Little 
River Turпpike toward Fairt'ax Court House. Mosby l1ad ascertained \Vl1eгe 
the gaps in the епеmу picket liпes were, апd maпaged to slip іпtо Fairfax 
County uпdetected, miles behind Unioп liлes. Regardiпg the weatl1er that 
night, Mosby recounts, ''The weatl1er conditions t'avored my success. There 
was а melting snow on the ground, а mist, анd, about dark, а drizzling rain." 

Aгriving at Faiгfax Court House just betore midnigl1t, Mosby designated 
tl1e courthouse yard as tl1e rendezvotrs point, cut the telegraph vvires and 
d ispatched Ames (who some time before had deserted the Union cavalry to 
join Mosby, and consequently knew where Wyn(iham was qнагtегеtі) and а 
party to captuгe Wyndham. Fortune favored Wyп(iham that пight as he was 
in Washington f).C . However, Ames was аЬІе to captuгe his old сотралу 
commaпder Captain Barker. As squads were rеtшпіпg wit/1 prisoners and 
captшed horses, one ot' tl1etn was discovered to Ье а guaгd at Brigadier 
(]епеrаІ Stoнghtoп ' s 2"" Veпnoпt Brigade l1eadqщгteгs. 

Witl1 аЬонt six men Mosby rode to the general's healiqнarters, 

Li ismoнnted and kпocked loudly on the f'ront door. Mosby recoнпts: 

Soon а windo\v above us орепеd, and sотеопе asked wtю \vas there. І aпS~>~'ered, 

"Fifth Ncw Уогk Cavalry vvitl1 а dispatch f'or Gcncral Stoвghton.'' ТІ1с dоог opcncd 
апd а staff officcr, Lieнtenant Pгeпtiss, was lJet'ore rп е. І took l1old of his пigl1tsl1irt, 

vvl1ispcrcd ту namc іп his car, and told him to takc те to Gcпcral Stoнghton 's гооп1. 
l~es i staпce was нseless, and І1 е obeyed. А light was чuickly struck, апd 011 the bed 
we saw tl1e geпeral sleepi11g as sou11dly as thc Tttrk \Vhe11 Marco Bozzaris woke hirп 
up. Тhсге \Vas 110 time tt)t' ccrci11011Y, so І dгcvv нр thc bcdclotl1cs, pu llcd up tl1c 
geneІ·al's sh i гt, ancl gave him а spank оп his Ьаге back side апd told І1і111 to get up2 6 

Mosby theп asked tl1e general it' l1e had ever heш·d of "Mosby." Tl1e 
general replied ''yes, have уон captнred l1im?" Апd Mosby said, "І am 
Mosby. ' ' And desiriпg f'or Stoнgl1ton to give нр qнickly without troнble, 

Mosby said, "Stнш1 's cavalry has possessioп of the court Іюнsе; Ье quick 
and dress." Mosby ' s mеп gathered at the RV with tl1ree times as mапу 
prisoпers as Rangers. То deceive the enemy, Mosby led his cavalcade in 
several directioпs before making the risky trip back throнgh the LJ піоn 
pickets. And without а shot fired , Mosby and his 29 Rangers had captшed а 
Unioп general, two captains, along with 30 other prisoners (inclнdiпg ал 
Austriaп Baron), and 58 hoгses. 

Mosby t'oнght many sнch actions. Не was espec ially adept at iпtelligeпce 
gathering, and causiпg а geneгal state ot' mayhem t'or the F-'edeгals Ьу 

attackiпg swiftly and disappearing іпtо civil і ал crowds апd evadiпg capture 
Ьу lJпion forces. Some ofthe key elemeпts to Mosby's sнccess were: (І) he 

2" Mosby, Memoit·s, 175. 
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enjoyed tl1e шоrаІ and logistical support ot' the рорвlасе (Northern 
Virginia); (2) his enemy was unable to guard everywhere; and (З) l1is speed 
and audacity with which he used l1is advanced tactics and weaponry. All ot' 
these key ingredients \vere later to Ье noted Ьу Т.Е. Lawt·ence; one of 
Mosby' s pгogenyY 

Known as the ' 'Gray Ghost," Mosby J1ad no сашр, and used the friendly 
рорвlаtіоп of Virginia іп а way that Мао \vould later descгibe as ·'а vast sea 
in \Vhich t.o drown the епету." 28 Mosby's ' sea of Northeгn Virginia ' 
allowed hіш to strike at tl1e епешу and disappear like 'Childreп of the Mist. ' 
His pursнers were strikiпg at an iпvisible foe . Regartiing the terrain of l1is 
opeгations, Mosby recounts: 

While the country afforded an abuпdance of sнbsisteпce, it was ореп апd scaпt of 
forests , witl1 по пatural defeпsive advaлtages for repelliпg hostile incшsioпs . There 
was по sнch shelter tl1ere as Магіон lшd іп tl1c swamps of tl1e Рсс Dec, to \Vhich hc 
retr·eated. It was always ту policy to aYoid fightiпg at home as шнсh as possible, f"ог 
tl1e рІаіп reason tl1at it woLІld Ішvе cncoLІraged ап OYCГ\vhclming f"orce to come 
аgаіп , апd that thc seгyices of ту оwп cornmand would llaYe been neutralized Ьу the 
fогсс sent agaiлst it. Оп t.he coпtrary, it was safcr fог me, and greatcг rcsult.s сонІd Ье 
secшed, Ьу being the aggгessor and strikiпg the епеmу at unguarded points. І could 
thus compel hіш to guaгd а huпdred poiпt.s, \vhile І could select апу onc of"t.!Jcm for 
attack.29 

Thus, as onc can readily observc, а stнdy of Most)y's guerrilla tactics 
offers us шнсh along the liпes ot' а піпеtеепth ceпtury Virginiaп Swamp 
f'ox. And Ьу compelliпg his enemies to gtшrd at cver роіпt, І1е coнld attack 
the weakest роіпt апd Ьс assured of rclative sнpcriority. 30 Mosby recoнnted, 
"І endeavored to compeпsate for my limited resources Ьу stratagems, 
sнrprises, апd пight attacks, in which the advaпtage was geпerally оп my 
side, пotwithstaпding tl1e sнperior пumbers we assailed." 31 Every day the 
пewspapcrs spread the fame of Mosby 's exploits. Trains werc dcrailed, 
wagon trains ambнshcd , bridges wcre burncli, camps were raided, and as 
Johп Mtшson writes, " Pickets disappcared as it' swallo\ved Ьу the eartl1, and 
stragglers frorn the Northern апnу were plucked from the landscape Ьу 
invisible haпds ." 32 

27 Fог more on Т.Е. Lаwгепсе imd l1is fundameпtals of" gueгrilla wагГаге see сІ1арtег 4. 
2' Zl1ang, Mao's МіІіtагу Romanticism, 1 З. 
29 Mosby, Mosby's Wаг [{emiпisceпces , 43. 
зп l'"or mше оп І ·e/ative supeгiшitv see СІ1арtе.г З: Mass. 
1 1 Mosby, Mosby's Wаг f{emiпiscences, 79. 
3' Мнпsоп. Reminisceпces of а Mosby Gнerilla, 8. 
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Berryville and Greenback Raids 

Tl1e largest group of Mosby' s Rangers ever to operate together at one 
time were the 350 Rangers \Vho took part in the Berryville Wagon Train raid 
on ALtgust ІЗ , J 864. Just after dawn, Mosby and 350 Rangers attacked the 
геаr column of Major General Sheridan ' s 600 vehicle wagon tгain at 
Berryville, Virginia. The wagon train, headed tor Winchester, сапіеd 
supplies fш Sheridan's cavalry. At а halt for breakfast, Sl1eridan' s troops 
were completely surpt·ised Ьу Mosby' s Raпgers who captured 200 soldiers, 
200 beef cattle, І ОО wagoпs, апd агошкі 600 lюгses. Ву sunrise, Mosby's 
Rangers rode off with the tгemendoLІs haLІI . With raids sLІch as tl1is, Mosby 's 
Ranger partisans diverted thoLІsшкis of Unio11 troops, forcing tl1e епеmу to 
keep а large nшnber 011 the defensive, mateгially redLІciпg l1is offensive 
streпgtl1 . 

Argtшbly, Mosby ' s greatest ріесе of аnпоуапсе was the Greeпback Raili, 
executed 011 October 14, 1864. Mosby's іпtепt was to іпjш·е Sheriliaп Ьу 

destroyi11g а train and compelliпg him to diveгt more оГ l1is troops to gLІaгd 
the roalis and RR line; thereby giviпg Lee less Federals to fight. Оп the 
еvепіпg of October 12, 1864, Most1y and 84 Rangers rolie out from the 
vicinity of Milidlebшg, torded the Shenandoah River, аші theп headed \Yest 
toward tl1e Martinsbшg-Wiпcl1ester Tшnpike. 

After sнпdown, tl1e Rangers rode toward the Baltimore & ОІ1іо Railгoad 
track. Sometime betore milinight, they reacl1ed а patcl1 of woods, left their 
horses with а few mеп, апd walked аЬонt 300 meteгs to the tracks. The spot 
Mosby se]ected fог the ambнsh was а deep CLІt аЬонt 300 meters west of 
QLІіпсеу Sidiпg апd а qLІarter of' а mile f'rom DuГfield liepot, so tl1at tl1e 
passeпgers might not sustain injнry.33 Here the Rangeгs set their typicaJ 
ambнsh: witl1 rear security, tl1e main tогсе overlookeli tl1e site while sentries 
were posted а few hundred meters оп eitl1er side. 

Jнst after midnight on 14 October, tl1e westbound express locomotive 
pulling eight cars of' assorted type approached. Just betore it reached tl1e 
ambнsh site, the Rangers displaced the rail and the епgі11е гап off the track, 
the boiler bшst, апd the air \Vas filled with red-hot steam апd cinders. 
Pulliпg the passengers off the train, the Rangers discovered two payroll 
masters іп Sl1eridan's army. The booty amounted to $173,000, with each 
raider receiving а $2000 share; thoнgh Mosby himselftook пothing. 

33 Мuпsоп, Partisan Lifc with СоІопсІ Johп S. Mosby, 335. 
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McNeil's Rangers 

Conteшporary to Mosby, yet less t'amiliar, McNeil's Raпgers conducted а 
reшarkably siшilar and et'fective guerrilla war. With the perшission of the 
Coнfederate Congress, Сарtаіп Johл McNeil t'ormed Е Сошрапу, 18'1' 
Virginia Cava1ry (McNeil's Raпgers) which ranged Northern Virginia апd 
West Virginia froш 1862 uнtil the епd ot' the war. Following nuшerotJs 
raids, ambushes, and skirшishes behiнd еnешу Іінеs, Jolш McNeil was 
mortal ly woнnded in action in October, 1864. His son Jesse assншed 
сошшапd, and іп ап actio11 siшilar to Mosby's Faiгt'ax raid, McNeill аші 65 
Ra11ge1·s travelled 60 mi les behi11ti е11ешу li11es to Cшnberlanti, Maryla11d, 
anti without detectio11, captшed Ge11erals George Crook аші Вепjаші11 

Kelley t'rom their beds 011 F'eb!'llary 22, 1865. Retllrni11g to Virgiпia, they 
evaded pшsui11g F'ederal cavalry апtі tielivered tl1eiг precioнs cargo to tl1e 
int'aшous l-ibby Prisoп in Richшond. 

lt is estiшateti that over 25,000 troops were diverteti Ьу Federal 
coшmandeгs to gнагd the В& О railroad agai11st McNcil l's Ra11gcгs. And just 
how eflective was Mosl)y's Rangeгs to tl1e overall Co11federate war cffort? lt 
is diflicult to evaluate. Joh11 Munso11, one ot' Mosby's Ra11gcrs writcs, ''due 
to Mosby's coшparative ly tiny t'orcc it was пcccssary for tl1e Federal troops 
to guarti every wago11 traiп, railroad lxidge алd сашр with e11ough active 
апd etficieпt шеп to prevent Mosby trom нsing his three hundred raitiers іп 
оле ot' l1is tiestrнctive rнshes at any hour ot' the day or night. Geпeral Grant 
at one poi11t 1·cported that J 7,000 of' his шеn werc engaged in keeping 
МоsЬу fтош attacki11g his weak points, апd tlшs away fгош active service оп 
the fїriпg Іі11с. Fiпally it was 11ot safe to send dispatches Ьу а courieг нпless 
а regiшe11t 1vvas seпt along to guard І1іш." 34 

Еvеп if' Mosby's operatio11s шаdе little eft'ect оп the онtсоше of tl1e 1vvar, 
it made victory tor the Uпіоп шоrе costly. Mosby did шоrе with less. ln 
Lee's estiшation, "Mosby was zealous, bold, ancl skillful, and witl1 very 
sшall resources l1e had accoшplished а gгeat c\eal. Ву crippling Uпіоп 
шoveшent and providi11g esseпtial шilitary iпtelligence, Mosby was 
therefore а11 iпdispensable asset to Lee's Агшу ofNortheгn Virginia. Mosby 
eпdeavoгed "to diшiпish the aggressive power ot' the Аrшу of the Роtошас, 
Ьу сошреlІіпg it to keep а Jaгge force оп the defeпsive."35 Mosby wanted to 
LJSe and сопsuше tl1e Northerп caval1·y іп hard work. Не adds, "For по 
hнша11 Ьеіпg kпows how sweet sleep is Ьнt а soldier. 1 have ofteп thoнght 
that their fierce lюstility to те was шоrе 011 accoнnt of the sleep 1 шаtіе 
tl1eш lose than thc пшnЬеr we killeti апd captшeti." 36 

14 Мtшsоп , I'Zemiлiscences of а Mosby СінегіІІа, 228. 
' 5 Mosby, Wаг l~emiпisceпces , 43. 
Jб lbid, 45. 
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Tl1rough the guerilla warfare expertise of leaders such as Marion and 
Mosby, the special operations comпшnity gaiпs а rich l1eritage from wl1icl1 
we may тіпе deeply, as they are significant to tl1e study of modern special 
\\'aгfare. Having laid а foundat ional understandiпg of the shared inheritance 
of both the 75t1' Ranger Regiment алd І" Special Forces Regiment, we now 
move to discuss the further developшent of unconventional warfaгe figbting 
methods сішіпg the interval of time between the шid-19t1' centuгy and the 
otficial inceptioп of the І st Special Forces Regiment. For that end, we now 
turn to coпsider the Filipino resistaпce movement against the Japanese 
during tbe Second World Wаг. 

Resistaлce Moveшent іп the Philippines 

The Philippine нnconveпtional waгfare (UW) caшpaign was one of tl1e 
пюst successful of its kind in l1istory. Followiпg tl1e Japanese invasioп of 
the Philippines іл Decembcr І 941, several Агшу оПїсеrs, \\1 itlюнt oгders or 
guidaпcc, oгgaпized, tгаіпеd , cquipped, and commaпded tens of thoнsands 
of gнcгrillas . Among thesc were Russell Volckmanп, Donald Blackburп, 

and Wendell Fcrtig. Haviпg this guerrilla capability, and countless contacts, 
together with an auxi liary torce in рІасе, Geneгal MacArthur апd his staff~ 
were аЬІс to galvaпize а гesistance пюvетепt amoпg the FіІіріпо pcoplc. 
ТІ1с goal of this sectioп of Spccial Forces history is to highligl1t scvcral key 
leadcrs vvho were iпstгumental to tt1e sнccessf'нl gнerril la war tought against 
the Japanese forces іп the Philippiпes dшіпg WWII. 

Thc Philippinc arcl1ipelago, а chain of some 7 ,ООО islands, sprawling 
acгoss І ,ООО milcs of ocean, made it impossible tог tl1e ІтрегіаІ Japanese 
forces to garrison any more thaп а few key towns and cities. This fact, 
togetber with tl1e geograpl1y of' the Philippines made it extremely dif'ficl!lt 
for the Japaпcse to iпterfere witl1 the continl!ed growth of' the пнтегоl!s, 

small gl!errilla bands that sprнng llp оп most of the main islaлds (Fig 1-7). 
Likewise, for the resistancc, though every island prodнced its оwп Jocal 

foгces, tbe topography presented а tremeпdol!s haпdicap to апу etJ'ective 
нnification of strength. Early on, lacking organization, tl1cse gнerri l la bands 
exhallsted themselves in нncoordinated actions. Sшnming llp this sitLІatioп, 

MacArthш' s general staff writes: 

Thcse minor opcratioпs werc gепегаІlу fгuitless апd ofteп did пюrе harm thaп good 
since they brought S\vift and severe retaliatory measuгes Ьу tl1e Japanese. Even on 
t.hc Іагgег islands of' f_.нzon , Miпdanao, апd Lcyte, thc tепаіп and poor 
commuпicat ions caLІ sed а multipl icity of i п it ia lly independeпt guerгi lla cor111naпds to 
агіsс with intІ·aпsigcпt leadeгs ршsніпg thei1· o\vn рагt і сн Іаг iпtcІ·ests . А siлglc 

Liriviпg force \Vas badly пeeded to direct the guerri!la poteпtial і пtо chaппels whicl1 
could produce rnaximum resu lts. As sооп as the facts coпcerniпg r' ilipino res istance 
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Ьесаше known in 1942, it was General MacArthur's pLІrpose to provide this direction 
апd to \veld tl1e scattered groups іпtо uпified and rcsponsible toгccs througl1 thc 
desigпation апd support of respoпsil)le І оса і commanders37 
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Figure 1-7. Kesistaпce Movement in tl1e Pl1ilippiлes. 

While the guerrillas strLІggled to suгvive and build theiг organizations, 
their constant appeals for l1elp lшd been reaching MacArthur's headquarters 
some 3,500 miles to tl1e south in Aнstralia. Before tl1e war, as part of 
MacArthLІr's strategy for such а contingeпcy, he established ап нпdergrouпd 

37 Т11е Campaigпs ot·мacArthuг іп the Pacitlc , VoiLІme І , Chapreг Х, 298. 
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intelligence seгvice among the nшnerous Arnericaп businessшeп, miпers, 
апd plantatio11 оwпегs оп the islands a11d also coпtemplated tl1e withdrawal 
ot' some Filipi11o гeservists іпtо tl1e mouпtaiпs to seгve as guerrillas. 38 

Beginning in July 1942, technicians begatl picking нр radio tгansmissions 
from tl1e islaпds ot' Cuzoп and Panay, coпfiпning the existence ot' an 
iпcipient guerrilla nюvement. According to Colonel Whitney, ''Probably no 
message ever gave MacArtlшr more ot' an uplit't."39 

Orchestrating the Philippine resistance шоvешепt from l1 is l1eadqtшrters 
in Aнstralia, MacArthur's stгategy was for the gнerrilla torces to rешаіп at а 
Jow Jevel of l1arassment uпtil they would Ье нпleashed іп support of his 
геtшn. То organize the effective resistaпce potential of the Filipinos against 
Japan, Geneгal MacArthнr created the Allied lntelligence Bureau (ЛІВ), а 

joiпt lJS, Britisl1, Austt·alian, and Outch inte lligence and special operations 
agency. lt was forшed і11 Jнne 1942 to coorliinate guerrilla, stІbversioп, and 
pгopaganda organizations. The ЛІВ coпlillcted everything fгom coastal 
reconпaissance, апd сошmапdо raids, to the sшнggling of thousands of' tons 
ot' weapo11s and supplies via suЬmari11e fгom remote Ьases in Australia. 

Following tl1e fall of Ваtаап, Апnу offїcers Rнssell Volckman11 and 
Donald Blackburn, escaped to nortl1eп1 Lнzon. Being gгcatly aided Ьу 
Filipinos along the way, the two joined а gнerrilla force uпder Army 
соІопеІs Martin Moses and Arthuг NоЬІе. Like other early guerrilla 
coшmands, it spent itself in Ш1Coordinated attacks 011 tl1e Japanese, 
prornpting swift retributio11 011 Ьoth the guerгillas and local populace. Atteг 

the capturc and execнtion of Moses and NoЬ!es, Volckmann assшned 
cornrnand and designated l1is Filipino-American guerrilla force tl1e lJS 
Апnу Forces in tl1e Pl1ilippines -- Northern Cuzon (lJSAFIP-NC). lts 
fїghti11g stгength in June 1943 was 2,000. 

Volckrnaпп, buildiпg нр а stroпg iпtelligeпce netvvork, fшшeled all 
information оп Japa11ese movements to his headquaгteгs і11 North Luzon, 
and coпducted а remorseless coнпterespio11age campaig11, seeking 
collaЬorators and Japaпese agents. Веіпg conscious of public confidence 
and sнpport, Volckшa11n brought rival tribes and factions together through 
personal diplomacy. Consol idating his forces, Ьу the end of 1944, 
Volckшanп's lJSAFIP-NL, 11шnbered sоше 10,000 шеn. Jt woнld 

encoшpass 22,000 Filipiпos and Americans Ьу the end of the war. 
Blackbнrn, lateг гeпowned for his significant role in Special F'orces, was 
giveп сотшапd of the 11 '1' І nfantry Regiшent u11der VоІсkшапп. The І 1'1' 
Regiшeпt a.k.a. Blackbum 's Headhunters пнmbered some 5,000 gtJerrillas 
Ьу March of 1945. Also оп the island ofl-tІzon was Robert lдplшm's fогсе. 
Oгgaпized as the I."uzon C1нerrilla Arшed F'orccs (LC1AF'), Caplшm's 

18 Ноgап, U.S. Аплу Special Ope1·atioпs іп \Voгld Wш· lf, 65 . 
3'' Wl1itпey, MacAI'tlшr: His f{endezvoнs w ith Histшy, 128. 
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command consisted of' some 13,000 guerrillas. It was Lapham, who, after 
the Arnerican liberation of' the Pl1ilippines began, warned GепегаІ Krueger 
of' t!Je impending massacre ot' prisoners at. Cabanatнan POW camp. 

Frorn Aнstral i a, MacArthur and his staff organized some 270 gLІerrilla 
uпits uпder one commaпd. No easy task. ln preparatioп for America's retum 
to t.he Philippiпes, MacArthш devised а UW strategy. MacAr1hш's geпeral 
staff observes: 

То guide thc varioнs gueпilla Jeaders in tl1e prosecнtioп ot' tl1eir орегаtіопs апd to 
make mахіmшп нsе ot' tl1eir services іп the \Var agaiпst Jарап , Geлeral MacArtlшr 

directed that l1is agents follow а policy ot' gcпcral cпcouragemcnt апd caretul 
iпstrнctioп vvithout direct comrпaпd interference whicl1 migl1t іпспr reseпtmeпt. 

Gucrrilla groнps werc advised to assist іп maiпtaiпing civil огdсг so that thcy might 
receive reciprocal рорнІаг sнpport . Т11еу \Vere also санtіопеd to refraiп fгom ореп 
апd aggrcssive warfare against Japaпese troops lest they briпg reprisals оп the реорІе 
онt of аІІ proportioп to tl1e гesults achieved . The соІІссtіоп, coordination, and 
traпsmission of нseful iпtelligence were stressed as tl1e most important, immediate 
contribнtioпs tl1e guerrillas could make to the Allied санsе нntil the actual invasioп 
of the islaпds \Vas begнn. Beforc that tirne, аІІ rnilitary operations \\1Cre to Ье lirnited 
to stratcgic harassmeпt, sabotage, апd ambнsh .'10 

Hllndгeds of miles to t!Je south, on Міn(іапао Island, Wendc11 t'ertig, а 
rcscrve епgіпееr of'ficer, arrived as the Japaпese were overrunning the 
islaпd. r'ertig was tasked with the (iemol i tioп of main roads апd bridges to 
prevent their Ltse Ьу the Japanese. Refusing to surrender, Fertig, along with 
others, SliCh as, Chaгles Hedges, James Gгinstead, and r't·aпk McGhee, took 
to the hills of Mindanao. The collapse of tl1e Philippine govemment cгeateti 
а vacullm whic/1 шану ot' the emeгgiпg gLІепіІІа f'orces at that time used as 
an opportLІnity to set tl1emselves LІр as rulers of' !оса/ areas. These rival 
guerrilla batкis competed with each otl1er for tепіtогу апd aLІthoгity. Some 
minoгity groups, such as tl1e HLІkbalahaps ot' central Cuzoп, in a(tdition to 
ousting the Japancse, sought political refoпns . 41 То mcet this problem, 
MacArttшr ' s sta ft' reactivated the pre-war Philippine Мі Ііtагу Districts . 
Bascd оп population densities, these terгitorial cпtities had Ьееп used Ьу the 
Philippine Army for admiпistrativc апd mobilization purposes. Th is dev ice 
had the advaпtage of bcing based оп legal precedeпt and woнld probably Ье 
the most acceptablc method of division to the majority of' de Гасtо gucrrilla 
leaders.42 

40 Т11е Campaigпs of" МасАгtІнrг іп tl1e Pacitic, Volшne І , СІшрtег Х, 304. 
41 Popular·Іy kno,vп as Huks , tl1e Commtmist Hukbalahaps Ьеgап а геЬеІІіоn against the 
РІ1іІірріпе Govemmeпt іп 1946. lt was tілаІІу put (Jown thгoнgl1 а series of refoгms Шl(і 

military victories. 
"Т11е Campaigпs of MacArthш іп the Pacitic, Volнme І , Chapter Х, 302. 
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In September of 1942, the leader of one strong group approachecl Fert ig, 
hoping to use him as leverage to assume authority over the entire island of 
Міпdапао. Fertig coпsented, Ьнt tt1en used his knowledge of tl1e Filipino 
people апd the cuгreпt situatioп to eventLІally take over the command of that 
group апd then others.43 In order to Ье taken seгioLІsly Ьу poteпtial recruits 
and rival guerгillas, Fer1ig pгomoted himself to brigadier geпeral . This self
proпюtion did not endear l1itn to General MacArthur. ln fact, MacArthur 
made it а point to send Fertig fLІ l l colonel raпk insignia along \Vith ап 
accompanying comшission. 
Опе of l~'ertig's шajor hш(iles, а critical shortage of supplies, was 

overcome Ьу his eпgineeriпg ski lls and tl1e skills of other escaped 
Americaпs and resisting І"іІіріпоs. The Mindanao gLІerri l l as create(i шаnу 
SLІpplies from scгatch. F'or example, curtain ro(is were cut into pieces and 
sl1aped to provide atnшLІпition Гог .30 caliber rifles, tuba (coconut palm sap) 
was brewed to provi(ie alcohol to f'uel gasoline vel1icles, batteries were 
recharged Ьу soaking theш in tLІba, шхі fenciпg \Vire was LІsed to create а 
telegr·aph. Filipino Лsherшan, towing Japaпese mines aslюre, secшed tl1e 
explosive aшatol to Ье used to make gLІnpowder.44 Even money was printed 
(autlюrized Ьу the govcrпment іп ехі Іе) usiпg woodcп blocks. 

Fcrtig, like many of' l1is coпtcшporary gucrгilla commandcrs, depeпded 
higl1ly on l1is Лтеrісап sergeaпts to traiп the guerrilla f'orce. His f'orce 
пшnt1ered some 33,000 mеп betore \var's епd. With commaпd of such а 
large force of guerrillas оп Mindaпao, Fertig coпsolidated his f'orces апd 
wreakcd havoc on the Japanesc forces \Vith raids and ambLІshes. At one 
point in the war, his operations werc so SLІccessfLІI, roLІghly 95 perceпt ofthe 
Island of Mindanao lay un(ier gLІerrilla control. Wl1ercas these operations 
sLІstaincd Fertig' s force, it caused discord bctweeп him and MacArtlшr. ln 
March 1943, an All ied sLІbtnariпe laden with mucl1 needed logistical апd 
medical SLІpplies, reпdezvoused witl1 Fertig's gLІerrillas . Meetiпg vvith 
Fer1ig, iпtelligence officers captaiпs Charles Parsons апd Charles Smith 
conveyed MacArthur' s orders: Fertig was comrnaпded поt to engage in 
ofJensive activities against the Japanese but опlу to gather iпtelligence on 
Japaпese activities. Іп retнrп, the US Лгmу \VOLІ1d provide radios and other 
eqнipment for Fertig's сотшапd. 

These directives presented F'ertig with qнite а coпundrLІm . Тl1е Japanese 
ocCLІpation was severely oppressive. So mнch so, it's estirnated tlшt one in 
every twenty Filipinos died Lrnder the risiпg sнп . David Ноgап observes, 
"The brutality of the Japanese occнpation роІісу also aided the gro\vth of 
the F' ilipino resistaпce."45 То retain the 1oyalty of' his f'orces, as >vell as 

43 Keats, They I'ollght А lone, l О l . 
44 lbill. 209 
45 Hogan, U.S. Army Special ОреІ·аtіопs іл Wo1·Іd War 11, 68. 
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disгнpt such atrocities, Feгtig was forcecl to wage an active campaign to kill 
Japanese along with their collaborators . Otten these attacks reciprocated 
terгible Japanese reprisals against tl1e !оса! populace. Fertig stated that it' he 
ordered his men to stop killing the Japanese, tl1en his men would follow 
other Jeaders who would probably not Ье willing to cooperate with 
MacArthur's headqнarters and its directives.46 In acquiescence to 
MacArthнr, Fertig issued orders for his guerrillas to avoid situations which 
woнld result in reprisals. However, as the Japanese occupatioп policy grew 
more vicious, retaliation escalated. Just managiпg to stay ahead of Japanese 
patrols, аші facing exti пction, f'eІ'tig's Gordian knot \ІІІаs at last uпravelec.i 
\'Vith the coming of MacAІ'thнr's retLІШ at Ceyte Gulf in October 1944. 

Cabanatuaп Raic.i 

l~'ollowing the fall of Bataan to the Japanese іп early 1942, America 
sнffered І1е1· largest sнrгeпder іп lJS histOI'y with some 15,000 prisoпers. 
Tl1ese and 60,000 r'ilipinos were forced іпtо the Ваtаап [)eath March, а 60 
mile march whicl1 was characterized Ьу severe physical аЬнsе and murder. 47 

Followiпg the death march to Camp O'Donnell, many of these prisoners 
\~·еге tl1eп transfetтed to the camp at Pangatian (СаЬапаtнап), in early Juпe 
of 1942 (See Figнre 1-5). Faciпg brutal coпditions including tortuгe and 
disease, а plan was developed Ьу Sixth Army leaders апd Filipino guerrillas 
to sепс.і а small raidiпg force to rescue the prisoпers . As noted earlier, it was 
hеге that Major Capham's gнen·iJias оГ central Luzoп played а promiпent 
role. 

Tl1is dariпg action, known as tlle Great Raid, was carried out some ЗО 
miles behind Japaпese lines Ьу а mixed torce ot' 286 gueгrillas, 121 Raпgers 
of tl1e 6'1' Raпger Battalion, апd ІЗ Alamo Scoнts. 48 Capham ' s guerгillas , 
acting as the eyes of the raidiпg force, guicled the Raпgers to the prisoп 
camp. Additioпally, providing а cordon аrонпd the camp, the guerrillas 
coпstn1cted roadblocks along its approaches апd cached food aloпg the 
retнrп roнte for the liberated prisoпers. 

The Rangers, commanded Ьу C ieнtenant Colonel Henry А. Mucci, choose 
Сарtаіп Robert Prince and First Lieuteпant Johп Murphy to lead the 
operatioп . 49 The raid was lauпched оп the пight of ЗО Janнary 1945 . lп order 
to reach their assault positions, it was necessary for the Rangers t.o crawl 
across орел fields . То distract tl1e Japaпese gнards, the Rangers arraпged for 

46 Keats, Т11еу Fougllt АІопе, І О І . 
47 It is eslimaled that 2,500 t.o І О .ООО FіІіріпо and І ОО to 650 Americaп prisoners of \Vаг died 
before tl1ey could геасІ1 their destiлat.ion at Camp O'Donнe ll. 
" ·гhе Campaigns оfМасАІ1Ішr in tl1e Pacific, УоІшпе І, СІ1арt.ег Х , 321 . 
''' Mcf{aven, Spec Ops, 247. 
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а Р-61 Black Widow to bнzz the сашр. During this ruse, the guerrillas 
accoшpanied Ьу а sшal1 пншЬеr of Raпgers cut tl1e сашр's telephone lines, 
preveпtiпg сошшнпісаtіоn with the large forces statioпed іп CabaпatLJat1. 50 

At 19:40, Сіенtепапt Murphy iпitiated the raid \vhen І1е and his шен tlred 
оп the gнard toweгs апd barгacks. Within the first fifteen secoпds, а!! of the 
сашр's guard towers апd pillboxes were taгgeted апd destroyed. 51 Sergeant 
Ted Richardsoп гнshed forward to shoot а padlock off of the шаіп gate 
usiпg his .45 pistol, апd the Raпgers tlowed throнgh the таіп gate, pouriпg 
fire іпtо the officer qнarters апd gнard barracks. Haviпg received ассшаtе 
іпtеІІіgепсе froш the А !а шо Scouts, tl1e Raпgers еІішіпаtеd the еnешу 
pos itioпs while withholdiпg fire to the prisoпeгs' hнts . Апd before sоше 
Japaпese soldiers could escape in а couple of tгнcks, а bazooka team fiгing 
іпtо а tin sl1ack, destroyed tl1e trucks апd the shack, along with ану hope of 
ever gettiпg out of tl1ere alive. 

With iп thirty шіпнtеs the eпtire Japaпese garrisoп Ішd Ьееп wiped онt апd 
522 prisoпers were evacнated. The опІу sнbstaпtial resistaпce to tl1e Rangeгs 
consisted of а lone Japanese soldier who шanaged to tire оп· three шortar 
гoнnds. Although the H.angers qн ickly located and e l iшinated him, several 
Raпgers, Scoнts, апd POWs were hit with shгapпel, iнclнd ing the Battalion 
suгgeon Captain James Гisher, who was nюrtally woнnded . Meaпwhile, tl1e 
litter patients fтош the сашр were traпsported Ьу gнeгrilla-organized 

carabao carts . Мапу were Іаtег evacuated to а hospital at Gнimba. То cover 
the Kangers ' withdгawal , а gнerrilla delaying action sнccessfнlly foнgl1t oft' 
Japanese counteгattacks. What шakes the raid at СаЬапаtнаn so iшpress i ve 

is the overwhelming sнccess despite the lack ofrehearsalsY 

Cos Bai'ios Haid 

Гollowing the success of' Cabanatuaп, оп 23 FеЬгнаrу, another сошЬіпеd 
lJS Аrшу апd Filipiпo guerril la task f'orce liberated more thaп 2, І ОО 
prisoпers froш the Cos Bai'ios prisoп сашр 011 the shores оГ Caguпa de Вау. 
Ргіоr to tl1e attack, guerrilla LІп its i11tiltrated tl1rough the Japanese li11es a11d 
gatl1ered intel l igeнce 011 the internrnent camp. This intel, which came Ьу 
way of ап escaped prisoпer, included sketcl1es of' the iпterior layout, as we\1 
as patterпs of' life. The actioпable intel included the fascinating fact tlшt the 
Japaпese guards coпducted physical traiпiпg without equipmeпt ог weapoпs. 

Appareпtly tl1e еnешу coшшander, Ьеіпg оне шоrе iпclined tor сеrешопу 
then гeadiпess, directed tl1e епснтЬrапсеs to Ье пeatly collected in one 

50 Breuer, The Great Raid оп Cabaпatuan, 165. 
51 Si(les, Ghost Soldieгs, 27 1. 
52 Mcf{aveл, Spec Ops. 280. l'or more ол гeheaгsals, see Chapter 4. РгіпсірІеs of Special 
ОреІ·аtіоп s. 
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location. On the шoming of the 23'ct, one element of the І Jl1' Airborпe (511 
Paraclшte Infantry Regiшent) crossed Laguпa de Вау іп ашрhіЬіонs craft 
while another element took off Ьу plane for а daylight paгachute drop. All 
forces converged in а swift and coordinated attack which catІght the 
Japanese gнards ofthe сашр in the шiddle oftheir шorning calisthenics. The 
entire garrison was annihilated with pгactically no loss to the А llies, and tl1e 
Los Bafios prisoners were evacuated across the Вау. 

Т11е Effectiveness ofthe Philippine UW Caшpaign 

GепегаІ MacArthur, as Hogan observes, was "eшotional and romantic in 
temperament," viewing warfaгe "more in spi ritнa] and moral teгms than as а 
strнggle of numbeгs and resoнrces. А keen stнdent of military histoгy, he 
\Vas well аwаге ofnнmerous iпstances wheгe smaJiнnits had defeated Іагgег 
ones апd where guerгillas had епкіеd the ability of' conveпtional forces to 
fight . His оwп father had experienced the fтustratioпs of· couпterguerri\Ia 
\Varfaгe while leadiпg American troops in the Philippines at the turn of' the 
ceпtury . " 53 In summiпg up the enormoнs coпtrilщtioп of· the Pl1ilippine lJW 
mission as it was preseпtly enabling the lJS іпvаsіоп, MacArtlшr said the 
following: 

We are aided Ьу the fact that fог many moпths ош plans of campaigп have 
benefited fгom the hazaгdous ІаЬог of' а vast network of agents пнmЬегіng іпtо thc 
lнmdreds oftl1oнsands pгovidiпg prec ise, accuгate and detailed infoпnatioп on majoг 
спеmу nюves and installatioпs throughout thc Philippiлe Archipclago. We агс aided 
Ьу thc fact tl1at thгough а vast пetwoгk of t·adio positioпs extending іпtо every centeг 

of епеmу activity апd coпceпtration thгoughout the islands, І Ішvе Ьееп kept іп 

immediate апd constaпt сошшuпісаtіоп ""·ith SLІch widespгead soшces of 
iпformatioп . 

We агс aidcd Ьу ап air \varпiпg system aПordiпg visual obscrvation ofthe air оvег 

nearly every sqLІare foot of Philippine soil established for tl1e puгpose of flasl1iпg 
immediate wamiпg ot· епеmу aircгaft movement througl1 that same vast пctwoгk of 
radio communicatioпs. We аге aided Ьу provision of all iпland watcгways and 
coastal areas of complete observation over enemy пaval movemeпt to givc 
immediatc target infoпnatioп to our sLІbmariпes оп раtгоІ in or ncar Philippiпc 
wateгs. 'Гhis iпformatioп lшs coпtгibLІted to tl1e siпking of епеmу shippiпg of 
епопnоLІs tonпage, апd thгoнgl1 SLІch same facilities was tlashed tl1c warniпg to ош 
пaval forces ofthe епеmу naval соnсепtгаtіоп offthe westerп Philippincs dшing the 
Marianas opcration.54 

Пnally we are aided Ьу their iпterior vigilaпce that Ішs secLІred for ottr military 
LІSe countless епеmу docLІments ot' great valнe , among which wеге the secгct 

5' Ноgап , U.S. А1111у Special Operatioпs in World War ll, 64. 
51 f''or ехашрlе. l' ertig's coastwatchers pгovide(i іпfоп11аtіоп leading to tl1e great victoгies ofthe 
fiist Batt lc ofthe РІ1іІірріпе Sca and thc Battle of Leytc Glllf. 
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defensive plans and instructions of tl1e Commander-in-CI1ief of the combined 
Japanesc areas and complete intoпnat.ion оп thc strcпgth and dispositions of encmy 
Пееt and naval air units. That same Comrnander·-in-Chief of the Combineli Japanese 
Fleets \vas а prisoner of опе of our gнerrilla uпits prior to l1is deatl1 fгom iпjLІries 
sustained in an air сгаsІ1 55 

As Cornmaпdeг-iп-CI1ief of the toгces of ІіЬегаtіоп І publicly ackrюwledge апd 
рау tгibute to the great spiritLІal po\ver tl1at l1as made possible these поtаЬІе апd 
glorious ach ievemeпts, асІ1 ievemeпts ~'h ich find few coLІпterparts іп ті! itary 
l1istory ... . То tlюsc great patгiots to whom І поw рау рнЬІіс tribute І say staпd to 
уоuг battle stations and relax not уонr vigilance until ОLІГ forces shall l1ave swept 
forwaгd to гсІісvс уон 56 

ln ргерагаtіоn, the iпsшgent forces identitled key Japanese positioпs апd 
strengtl1s, as well as the most advaпtageotts landiпg sites. Volckmaпn 
accomplished this іп Luzon while Fertig uпdertook this in the south оп 
Mindanao. It is estimated that tl1e insurgent forces іп tl1e РІ1іІірріпеs totaled 
some 182,000 рrіог to US invasioп. Ву the time MacAгthuг гeturned three 
years Jater in 1945, the gueггilla forces coпducting softeпiпg attacks against 
the Japaпese were so effective, that US forces wеге аЬІе to l)ypass certain 
агеаs all together. lmpressive, сопsіtіегіпg Іюw Geпeral Charles 
Willottghby, MacAгthш's tiomineeгiпg iпtelligence chief, had untierrated the 
gнerrillas to Ье mere іпf{тлаtіоп gatherers. The overall efTectiveпess of· the 
РІ1іІірріпе lJW campaigп may Ье measureti Ьу the fact that it forceti the 
.Japanese to commit forces to coнnteriпsurgency (COJN) rather than pнshing 
оп to AustraliaY 
Оне to l1is waгtime experiences and post-war· work, Weпdell f:ertig is one 

of three mеп who useti their wartime experience to formulate tl1e doctriпc of 
нnconventioпal warfare that l)ecame the corпet·stone of Special Foгces. 

АІопg \Vith Aaron Вапk, and f{ussell Volckmaпn, he is coпsidered опе of 
tl1e Гоuпtііпg fathers ofthe lJS Аплу Special Гorces. 

Haviпg traced the histoгical heгitage оГ the Special Forces Regimeпt Гrот 
its historical progeпitors: H.ogeгs' Rangers in the J7l1' Сепtшу to tl1e 
guetтilla fighters ot' Volckmanп, Fertig, апtі Blackbшn of the Philippines 
Resistaпce movemeпt in tl1e 20l1' Ceпtury, we поw move to consitier the 
Ііпеаgе wl1ich is deriveti J'rom the First Special Seгvice Force (FSSF) ..... the 
Devil's Brigade. 

" МасАгtІшr refeгs І1еге to Yamamoto, а Japaпese Marsl1al Admiral шнІtІ1е commander-in
chief oftl1e СотЬіпеd l' lcet duriпg Woгld Wаг ll. Не was killcd wІ1еп Americaп codebreakers 
identified l1is flight plans and l1is р Іапе was slюt dowп . 

sr, Т11е Campaigпs ot'MacArtl1uг іп the Расіtїс, Volнme І , Chapter Х, 324-325. 
57 Ассогdіпg to Russell Volckmaпn, the !трегіа І Japaпese Агту commitr.ed оvег 150,000 
troops to Luzoп lslaпd аІопе. І'ог а fttlleг treatmeпt of: Volckmaпn's actioпs оп l~ttzoп, see ИІе 
Пemaine<i; f'ertig 's actioпs оп МіtнІапао, see They Гоuц/11 .4/one; and В!асkЬtІГп , see 
ВІасk/>иm 's Headhunters апсl Shшfmv Commander. 
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The First Special Service Force 

The Devil's Brigade, officially tl1e Fiгst Special Service Fогсе (FSSF), 
was an elite, joint World War [l American-Canadian со1шпаndо unit 
organized in 1942 and tгained at Foгt William Нешу Harrison near Helena, 
Montaлa. The brigade foнgllt valiantly in the Aleutian Islands, Haly, and 
soutl1ern f'гance before being disbanded in December 1944. The Special 
Forces Regiment tгaces its officiallineage to the FSSF. 

ln the spring of 1942, Bгitish Cl1ief of Combined Operations, Vice 
Admiral Cord 1,оніs Moнntbatten , introduced to lJS Army Chief of Staff 
General Oeorge С. Maгshal\ а project conceiveti Ьу an English civilian, 
Geoffrey N. Pyke. Pyke 's plan, code name(J Plough, was devised to attack 
critical poiпts in Nazi осснріеd Ешоре. Describiпg Pyke and his plan, 
Oavid Ноgап observes, he was "an ecceпtric British scientist vvho had 
developeti а scheшe to divert up to half-a-million German troops from the 
mаіп froпts. Onder Pyke's plan, commandos, нsing special vehicles, woнki 
conduct а series of winter raids against snowbouпd Germaп garrisons of' 
sнch vulпerable points as l1ydroelectric stations in NoPNay and оіІ refineгies 
in Romania. Exactly ho\\' the raiding нnits woнld enter апd leave the taгget 
агеаs remained hazy, but tl1e concept fasciпated Marslшll."58 Retнmiпg to 
the lJnited States, Marshall coпcluded that ап elite force recrнited in Canada 
and tl1e linited States would Ье the best military organization tor coпducting 
tl1e raids and strikes, and he selected lJS Army Lieuteпaпt Colonel Robert Т. 
Frederick, to assemble, organize, train, апd command what would Ье called 
the Fiгst Special Service Force. Frederick gave the нnit а service support 
soнndiпg name in an apparent attempt to disgнise its trнe ршроsе . Т11е 

diagram below demoпstrates the FSSF organizational strнctuгe (Figure 1-8). 
То till tl1e raпks of the Force, Army recruiters combed the Pacitic 

seaboard tor hardened volнпteers, especially those with а backgroнnd as 
· ' Jumbe~jacks, toгest rangers, hнnters, пo11hwoodsmen, game vvaгdens , 

prospectors, and explorers." 59 Oavid Ноgап observes, " Many post 
commaпders used the recrн i ting dгive to empty tl1eir stockades and rid 
themselves of malcontents, and some 'volunteer ' contingents еvеп aпived at 
Fort 1-larrison нnder armed gнard . " 60 On July 20, !'942 the Force was 
activated at Fort Haпison . Frederick wasted по time in weeded OLJt the 
undesirables, pнtting the new uпit through ап extensive selection process. 

Іл preparation for Plough, Force men were trained in demolitions, 
nюнntaiлeering, amphibioнs assaнlt, апd cross coнntry and downhill skiing. 
f'шіhег, аІІ Force men had to volнпteer for basic airboгne iпstructioп . 

"Ноgап , U.S. Аплу Special Opeгations in World War !1, 23. 
' 9 lbid, 24. 
60 Ibid. 
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Initially, Colonel Frederick wo1тied that the soldiers from botl1 cotmtries 
(US апd Canada) woнld have troнble torming а cohesive нnit. On а base 
level , the techniqнes and commands нsed Ьу eitl1er army were confнsing to 
the other. For example, commands had to Ье lюmogenized in order for the 
нnit to operate in t.he fielci eft'ectively. Thus, in order to satisfy the mеп t'rom 
both cotшtries, sоше compromises were made. As f'ar as organizatioп goes, 
the Fогсе coпsisted of' three regiments with t\vo battalions eacl1, алd а 
service battalion. Uпder US command, the Force was outfitted entirely Ьу 
tl1e US, witl1 нпіfогms, equipment and weapoпs. 

Сошшалd 

f·' iguгe 1-8. І'їгst Special Seгv ice 17огсе Commaпd Stпtctuгe. 

The original operatioп codenamed Plough, was abandoned. Frederick, 
seekiпg а mission f'or his uпit, broadened its training to include more general 
infantry skills and aшphibious operations. FіпаІІу in Aнgust 1943, the Force 
weпt іпtо action for the first time, recaptнring the island of Kiska, \Vh icl1 had 
been occtІpied Ьу Japanese f'oгces since Jнne, 1942. Following the 
sнccessful completioп of' the campaign again Jeft the Force without а 
mission. However, іп October І 943, the comшaпder of' the Fifth U пiteti 
States Апnу, Ct. Gen. Магk W. Clark, broнght the First Special Service 
Force to ltaly. 

The Winter 1-ine Campaign 

The І~'огсе was deployed to the Jtalian fгont nеаг Naples оп 19 November 
І 943 and iпнnediately went into action. Attached to the 36111 Inf'antгy 
Division of Claгk's FiЛ:h Апnу, tl1e Force was tasked witl1 taking two 
heavily f'ortified Nazi positions; Monte La Difensa and Мопtе La 
Remetaпea (See Figure 1-9). These пюuntаіп defenses consisted of' Field 
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Marshal Kesselring's last eпtrenched positioпs buttressiпg the Winter Lіпе; 
the Geпnan's last det'ense betore Rоше. These positions >vere held Ьу the 
І 04th Panzer Gгeпadier Division, sоше of the toughest tighting men іп the 
Wehrшacht. Jn fact, Geneгal Claгk had hшled his best troops in ргеvіонs 
failed attacks resнlting іп heavy Allied casualties. When the Force aпived, 
ап attack of 12 days had just failed. For the Аrшу to advance оп Rome, 
Monte !а Difeпsa had to Ье taken. 

Мопtе La Difeпsa, a1so kno\vn as Hill 960, \vas described as а "veгitable 
fortress, а looшing grey hн1k crisscrossed Ьу perilous trails leading to 
perpendicнlar cliff> at its snow-capped peak." The f'огсе was ordered to take 
it and Мопtе !а Rешеtапеа, just Ьеуопd. Here is where the Force рнt its 
moпths of hard trainiпg to нsе. Tl1e paths leadiпg up La Difeпsa \Vere 
thoroнghly scoнted Ьу the f'orce prior to tl1eir attack. А deteпninatioп was 
шаtіе t.hat the best ;vay to approach the entreпched епеmу was нр an almost 
vertical escarpmeпt. Іп tioiпg this, tl1e f'orce hoped to catch tl1e Gerшaпs off 
gнard, as previous allied attacks оп the шоuпtаіп had шеt the епеmу head 
оп. Оп tl1e аflепюоп of' December І, the Force пюvеtі toward the ()ermaп 
def'eпses; the l1eavy rаіп апd пight Га\\ covering theiг пюvеmепt. 
While t.l1e І'' Regimeпt dep1oyed to the base of the mouпtaiп апd waited іп 
reserve, the 2"'1 Regimeпt witt1 600 commaпdos Ьеgап their stealthy climb 
нр Di!Cпsa, theiг objective Ьеіпg а point about halfway to the crest where 
tl1ey wou1d wait, нnder cover оГ darkпess, to Ьеgіп the attack. 61 Оп the 
morпiпg of З December, 1944, the Fогсеmеп Ьаd reached theiг toгward 
positioпs. ТІ1еп at dнsk, al1 available air апd arti11ery Лrepovver \Vas brought 
to bear оп La DіГепsа. "Jt looked like the whole пюLmtаіп was оп Лrе . " 62 Ву 
І 0:30pm the 2"ct Regiment reacl1ed а роіпt jнst below the cro\vп of' Difeпsa, 
poised tor tl1eir asceпt up а clitT t'ace whicЬ jutted upwards at ап angle ot' 65 
degrees Гоr 300 meteгs. 

Usiпg theiг mountainecriпg skills, the Forcemeп, Jaden Ьу t!1eir packs апсІ 
weapons, climbed with knotted гореs, tied to оле aпother in the frceziпg 
rаіп. "ТЬаt night we jнst climbed," recoнпtecl а Forceman. Апd Ьу midпight, 
with по sign of compгomise , the majority of the 2"ct Regiment collected 
itself, perched above the bowl-like rocky crowп of DіГепsа. Beпeath them 
Іау huлdгeds of Geпnany's fiпest soldiers. Aroнnd 6:00 аш, in t!1e Гreezing 
rain, with аІІ elements in position, Frederick gave the signal to advance, 
commando knives in Ьand, directing his men to hold their fire as they creped 
through the final yards нр to the eпtreпched Germaп positioп. Gooci tflings о/ 
сІау Іжgіп to dгоор аті dгmvse; н•hiles night 's black agents /о theit· ргеу сІо гouse. 63 

61 АkІепнш, The ])evil's Bгigade, 124. 
62 IJ)id. 
63 Slщkespeaгe, Macbeth, Act ІІІ, Sсепе ll. 
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At tl1is moment, Robert Adleman, observes, "The men of the Force 
slipped torward іл tl1e darkлess , their blackened faces and dirt-staiпed 

unifoпns making them almost invisible. AltlюLІgh in tl1e distaпce, the 
rumble and coLІgh of artilleгy coLІid Ье heard, the опІу soLІnd being made on 
the crest was the soft gurgle vented Ьу German sentгies who had their 
throats cut Ьу the Forcemen gliding past them in the daгkness"64 

~Vith Тшциіп 's гavisl1ing stгides, tmt•ш-ciІ· his design moves like а ghost. 
Thou sure ami.fimt-sel em·th, l1em· not Іn1' steps, whicl7 1>tJ{[y they и;alk, 

f''ot' jear thy vet~.v stones prate of ту и;heгeabout, 

And take tl1e present Іюггогfrот the Ііте, и;/Іісh nmt' suits tl'ith іІ. 65 

64 AilJemaл. The !)evil's Brigade, 127. 
"' Sl1akespeare, Macbetl1, Act 11, Scene !. 

34 



Chapter І А Сопсіsе IIistory ofthe Special Forces 

Nearly оп top ofthe Geпnaпs, the Fогсешеп's stealthy forward trace was 
interrupted suddeпly wheп rockt'all gave their positioп away, foiiO\Yed 
iшrnediately Ьу Gerrnaп flares. Тhеп аІІ hell broke loose. Witl1 tl1e 
advaпtage of the high grouпd, the battle Ьеgап іп earnest. The Fоrсешеп, 
establishiпg а base of fire, rapidly swept dowп the face of the шоuпtаіп, 
overwhelшiпg the Gerrnaпs positions in а seгies of shoot outs which 
iпvolved close-quaгter, greпade lobbing, treпcl1 line and ріІІЬох cleariпg 

hand-to-haпd combat. The assault was rapid and decisive, takiпg advaпtage 
of поt опІу the cover of darkness апd inclerneпt weather but ап approach 
fгorn а seemiпgly impregnable cliffface obstacle. 

The 5th Am1y Staff ha(i predicted that tl1e battle ~~онІd last betweeп 4 to 5 
days, but within two hours, the Germans оп l"a Oifeпsa had giviпg нр theiг 
mонпtаіп stroпghold, шкі retreated across а соппесtіпg ridge to Са 

Remetaпea, the Brigade's пехt target. But as the smoke апd fog сІеш·е(і 
away, the Geпnaпs Ьеgап to ронпd the F'orcemeп with artillery, driviпg 
them іпtо their hard earпed treпch liпes апd pillboxes. From hеге the Force 
dug іп awaitiпg badly пeeded reinf(лcemeпts апd sнpplies. СоІопеІ 

Frederick, uпdaнпted, prepared tl1e Force for its пехt big assaнlt оп tl1eir 
primary objective, НіІІ 907, Мопtе La Remetaпea. Regaпiiпg l;rederick's 
coolпess нпdеr fire, Robert Adlemaп observes, "His casнal iпdifTereпce to 
епеmу fire was hапі to ехрІаіп, as there were times wheп а heavy barrage of· 
mortar fire woнld seпd нs scнrryiпg fог cover only to come back апd fiпd 
him smoking а cigarette - іп tl1e same sittiпg positioп апсІ рІасе we hacl 
vacated іп а hнrry."66 

Leadiпg directly to the overwhelmiпg sнccess of the operatioп was the 
streпgth, deteгmiпatioп, апd епdшапсе of the згd Regimeпt апd Seгvice 
Battalioп, who resнpplied their brotheгs atop Oifeпsa with ап eпdless sнррІу 
of ratioпs, water, апd аmmнпіtіоп . The resupply missioп was exteпsive апd 
dне to tl1e mouпtaiпoнs terraiп, eпtirely оп foot. Most mеп detailed to the 
resupply rnissioп made two trips up tl1e mонпtаіп each day. 

After а few days оп the sшnmit, Frederick received пews of the епеmу 
situatioп: althoнgh massive allied artillery barrages апd the floodiпg of botl1 
the Rapido апd Garigliaпe rivers preveпted the Gerшaпs from reinfor·ciпg 

from the west, the Germaпs had blunted а British attack оп а пеаrЬу 
nюнпtаіп . Frederick sшmised the situatioп as ciire, as the Germaпs could 
по\v isolate the Force оп Difeпsa апd ронпd them with arti\lery. With this 
informatioп, Frederick поw moved to take Мопtе La Rешеtапеа with І'' 

Regimeпt іп the lead. 
The пight before the assault оп Мопtе Са Rernetaпea was quite ап 

uпcomfortable one for the f'огсеmеп. Howliпg wiпds, f'reeziпg rаіп, по 

''6 Aldeman, Т11е Devil's Bгigade, 133. 
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shelter and little food шаdе it pass slowiy. TI1en at І І :ОО рш the oгder vvas 
given to advance. Aiшost imшediateiy, а German gшшеr opened up оп the 
І 51 Regiшeпt \Vith bнrsts f'roш his MG42. Тhеп Germaп gurшeгs uпieashed а 
haii of' Nebelwe1j'er rocket fire. CasшJties f'orced Ft·ederick to await 
daybreak bef'ore coпtiпuing the assauit on НіІІ 907. lt was at this tіше the 
British 46'1' and 56'1' Пivisions Ьгоkе ti1rough the Gerшan Iines at Monte 
Сашіпо. With ti1e dawn саше the J 51 Regiшent's assault. The Canadian 
f<'ot·cemaп, Поп McKiпnon recoнпts, "Онr battJe cries never ceased f'rom the 
tіше of'take-ofTtmtii our fіпаІ attack uphill to the enemy positioпs. І'ш suгe 
the ІюwІіпg and baying we tiid оп that attack scaгed the І1еІІ OLІt of' the 
Kraнt. The еnешу was сошрІеtеІу demoraiized апd withdrew LІnder ti1e 
oveгpoweriпg wave coming at them. No prisoпeгs were taken, as асtнаІІу 
ti1ere was no chance f'or an еnешу to give up and possibiy if' he hati І1е 

wouid have l)een снt down Ьу someoпe. His oniy chance was to ruп and that 
is finaiiy what they did." НіІІ 907, Мопtе Са Reшetanea, f'ell to the І~'огсе on 
9 ПесешЬеr, 1944. And ti1e І" Regime11t spent the 11ight 011 ti1e costiy knob. 
The taking ot' Пifensa and Reшetanea were key to ti1e A!Jied sнccess in 
Soнthern ltaiy. 
Пшіng ti1e remai11der of the campaig11, tl1e Гоrсе aiso сарtш·е(і Ні ІІ 720, 

starting from Monte Samnшcгo 011 25 Пecember, and afler (iit'ficulties, 
assaLІited Monte Majo and Monte Vischiataro almost siшuitaneousiy оп 8 
Janнary І944. lt was at Monte Majo, wi1ere the З гd Regiment, empioyiпg ti1e 
Iessons ot' Пit'ensa and Remetanea, used sнrprise and an eievated posito11 to 
sweep down 011 German defentieгs twice tl1eir 11umbeг. Внt ti1c cost was 
higi1. On CI1ristшas of І943, tl1e Fогсе l1ad І ,800 fighting шеn. Ву Jшшаrу 
17, 1944, 1 ,400 of tІ1еш hali Ьесоше casнalties. Пнrі11g the Winter Line 
campaig11, the Force sut't'ered appaiiing casнaities; rougi1Iy tl1ree-qнarters: 

51 І totai, 91 deati, 9 missing, 313 wouпded with І 16 exhaustion cases. The 
Force, then being reiieved Ьу the I42nd Iпtiшtry, was witl1drawп in 
ргераrаtіоп tor Operation Shingle, the AIIied pian to oнtflank the Gепnал 
positioпs at Anzio. 

Орегаtіоп Shiпgle 

Operation Shiпgie, commaпded Ьу Americaл Major Geлeral John Р. 

Снсаs, was iпteпded to outtlaпk Germaп torces ot' the Winter Lіпе and 
t'acilitate ап attack оп Rome. Repiacing the Rrшger Battalions, which had 
sLІf'f'ered heaviiy at the Battle ot' Cisterna, the Fогсе was tasked to hoid the 
right flaпk of the beachhead. Whiie the І st ап(і J"d Regimeпts were to gнагd 
the Allied right flank, ti1e 2"'1 Regiment, which Ішd been badiy mauled at Са 
Піt'епsа, was t'шther tasked to соtкінсt recoпnaissance an(i raitiing patrols 
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into the Gerшan lines . Іп support ot· Sl1iпgle, tl1e Force went іпtо action on І 

February, 1944 (See Figure І -І 0). 

І'їgнrе 1-1 О. Opeгation Shiпgle. 

While 1st апd зrct Regiments t'ought to hold tl1e Mussoliпi Сапа!, t.l1e Лапk 
ot' the Апzіо beachhead, 2"ct Regiшeпt Ьеgап aggгessively patrolliпg deep 
behiпd Germaп Ііпеs, often up to а quaгteг ot' шіІе. With their faces 
Ьlackeпed with boot polish, it vvas at Anzio that tl1e Fогсе received its 
soЬriquet the Black Devils. Ап ordeг touпd on an епешу prisoner stateti that 
the Geпnans in Anzio woнld Ье "Лgl1ting an elite Canadian-Americaп 
Fогсе. They аге treacheroнs, нпшercit'ul and clever. You cannot affoгd to 
relax. ТІ1е fiгst soldieг ог gгoup оГ sokiiers capturing one of' these mеп will 
Ье giveп а І О day Гurlough."67 

Despite the sнccesses of' the Forcemeп at Anzio, holdiпg the сапа! апd tl1e 
aggressive active patrols vvere depleting their already liшited шалроwеr. 

Additionally, the Allied operatioп as а whole \Vas encouпteriпg probleшs. 
The Allies achieved coшplete sшprise Ьу laпdiпg at Апzіо апd estaЬlishing 
а Ьeachhead, they rapidly aclvaпced З шiles iпland. However, Geпeral 
Lucas, \\rhile taking time to entreпch against an expected Geпnan 

counterattack, ГаіІеd to capitalize on the operatioпal sшprise achieved Ьу the 
aшphibious assaнlt and delayed his advance to Rоше LШtil he jнdged his 
positioп was suf'Лciently consolidated and his troops ready. 

" 7 Ноrп, OfCouгage апd Dеtеппіпаt і оп, 222. 
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With the majority of their forces concentrated faгther southeast aroнnd 
Cassino, tl1e Germans couldn't possibly reintorce Апzіо for another two or 
tl1ree days. lf the Allies pressed their advantage, tl1e гоаd to Rorne lay 
virtнally нndefended. The seizure of Rоше would have had the effect of 
isolating the German defeпders in the south апd fiгmly establishiпg Allied 
control over ltaly.68 lt was not Lшtil 29 January that I~ucas fe lt strong enoнgh 
to move on the offensive. However, Ьу tlшt tіше Kesselring had reiпtorced 
the beachhead апd seizing the initiative, threatened to drive the All ies back 
іпtо the sea. As а resнlt, the Allied advance to Rоше was stalled, and the 
pнrpose of Shingle forfeited. 

Begiппing on 25 Мау, 1944, the f'orce vvas seпt into action against 
Сіегшаn defeпses atop Monte Arгestino, at)(i tl1en Rocca Massiшa on 27 
Мау. These actions were in sнрршt of Clark's Fiftl1 Апnу breakout 
offensive. Ву 2 Juпe, J 944, the f'orceшen linked up with the acivancing 
eleшents of Claгk's Fifth Army, and followiпg а slюrt respite, weпt into 
action captшing seveгaJ key bridges wl1ich preventeci thc Wcl1t111acht from 
retreating; the Black Devils had f'ougl1t for 99 days without relief. 

ln ALІgust 1944, аЛ:еr Ьеіпg among the first to eпter Rome, tl1c Brigade 
саше нпdсг tl1e сошшаnd of Coloпel Edwin А . Walkeг following 
Fredeгick's promotioп to Brigadier General. lJnder Walker's соштапd, the 
Brigade repatriated the islands of Port Cros апсі fles d'Hyeres during 
Operatioп Dragoon, the іпvаsіоп of southern France. DLІriпg the Battle ot' 
Port Cros, tl1e Brigade captured tive island torts fгom the Wehгmacht. 
Toward the епd of· August tl1e Force was attache(i to the І st Airborпe Task 
Force, Frederick's command. Along with the Task Forcc, it saw its fiпal 
days eпtrencl1ed іп detcnsive positions on the Franco-ltalian borcier. 

All told, t11e FSSF acct'LJed appalliпg casualties dшіпg the Jtalian 
campaigп. Beginning vvith ап operatioпal stгeпgth ot· J 800 іп December 
1943, Ьу January 17, 1944, 1400 men were eitl1er woнnded or killed. 69 lt Ьаs 
Ьееп estimated t11at t11e FSSF accouпted for some 12,000 Gеrшап casualties 
wl1ile captLІriпg some 7,000 prisoners. Being critically uпderstrengt!Jed , tt1e 
Force "''as disbanded in Southern Fraпce. 

f'ollovving in the lineage of tl1e First Special Seгvice Fогсе, the Special 
Forces Regiшeпt received the Brigade's fighting spirit, braлch of service 
insigпia (the crossed arrovvs), along \Vith specialized warfightiпg skills 
(amphibioнs апd winter warfaгe). Today the spiгit of the FSSF lives on in 
Special f'orces of botl1 Canada and the U nited States. Peгhaps most of all, 
the f'orce deшoпstrated ho\v iпcredible гesults can Ье achieved wit!1 а sшаІІ 
detem1iпed el ite fогсе. 

"" MCDP 1-3 Tact ics, 18. 
69 Aldeman, The Devil ' s Brigade, 148. 
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The Creatioп ot' the Offїce ot' Strategic Services 

Іп І 941, сопсеrпеd about Aшerican iпtelligence deficiencies, Pгesident 
Roosevelt appointed Williaш Joseph "Wild BilJ" Donovan (1883-1959), а 
retired Major Genera] and Medal ot' Honor гecipient, to draft а plan t'or an 
intelligence service. Donovan was sent to Bгitain in 1941 in order to шееt 
with key ot'ficiaJs in the war et't'ort against Gerшany ' s aggression. Two ot' 
these organizations were the Special Operations Execнtive (SOE), t'orшed in 
\940 in order to organize Jocal resistance t'orces to condнct espionage, 
sabotage, шкі recoппaissance і п Nazi occtІpied Ешоре, and МІб (Secret 
lпteJ\igence Services), t'oнпded in 1909 to pгovide Bгitain with t'oгeign 

intelligence. Oonovan was greatly impгessed wit\1 the SOE, and was 
dete1mined to establish an Ашегісаn coнnterpart based нроп this British 
шodel. Іп 1941, Pгesi(ient Roosevelt t'oнnde(i the Ot'fice ot' tl1e Coordiпatш 
ot' J nt'oпnation (СО\), whic\1 was desigпed to coor(iinate infoгшation 

betweeп the seгvices; Donovan was naшed tl1e coordinator. 70 Dопоvап 's 
priшary сопсеrп was military iпtelligeпce and covert operations іп Nazi апd 
Japaпese occupie(i coнпtries. 

Six months after the Japaпese ЬошЬіпg of Pearl Harbor, Roosevelt placed 
СО! uпder tl1e Joiпt Chiets of' Staff (JCS) апd reпamed it tl1e Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS). Roosevelt tasked Dопоvап to collect and апаІуzе 
strategic іпt'оrшаtіоп to coпduct special operatioпs поt assigned to otl1er 
agencies . То this епd Dопоvап woнld direct over 13 ,000 OSS реrsоппеІ іп 
Europe and Asia. Duriпg the War, the OSS supplied policy makeгs with 
t'acts апd estimates, but the OSS never had jшisdiction over all foгeign 

iпtelligeпce activities . f'or example, the FBI was responsible for intelligeпce 
\'ІОГk іп Central and Soнth Ашеrіса and tl1e Aгrny ancl Navy gнarded their 
агеаs ot'respoпsibility. 

Donovan clivided his agency іпtо two tuпctional gгoups : iпtelligence алd 

special opeгations (See Figшe 1- 11 ). Special Opeгations (SO), а braпch of 
OSS, was tasked to organize and condнct sabotage operations behind епету 
liпes . 1t turnished agents, communications апd sнppl ies to uпdergroнnd апd 
gнerrilla groнps in Norway, F'rance, Denmark, northern ltaly and China. SO 
also organized special teams sent behind епешу lines for destІ'tІction of 
specific taгgets, secшing intelligence, waging gнerгilla waгfare, and 
included : шагіtіше operations, special projects, research and developшent 
section, and пюrаІе operations, wh ich was the deceptive title for 
psychological operations (PWO). 

70 Walleг, Wik! ВіІІ Oono;·an , 75. Т11е establislш1eпt of tl1e Office of Соогс!іnаtог of 
lлfoгmation Іаіс! the foundatioп fог ІVI1at wouk! become the C:eпtral ІпtеІІіgепсе Аgепсу Ьу the 
Nat i oпal Secшity Act of 194 7. 
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Broadening tl1e capabilities of OSS, Donovan added the Maritime 
Operations. Orgaпizecl to carry онt sabotage agaiпst enemy sl1ipping, this 
waterborne uпit was responsible for waterborne iпtiltration апd the 
development of the operational swimmer capability. Eqнipped with а 

rebreather, fiпs, compass and assorted demolitions, 15-32 man teams of OSS 
operational swimmers wer·e fielded in the European, Pacific and Southeast 
Asia Theaters of орегаtіоп ; the heritage of the Special Opeгations Combat 
Diver. Later in 1943, Donovaп added the Operational Groups (OG). These 
highly-tгaiпed foreigп langнage speaking commandos, were organized to 
coпduct gнerrill a warfare. They were placeti uщіег PWO. 71 

/)q"·U!'' :.>: ... .,І". ·- Р<Т>~"''"І 

ffl><>cml (, ......... 
l'l«.:s=· р,..,..".,І 

Г іgнrе 1-1 І. OSS Oгganizatioпal Stгuctшe. 

The Operatioпal GroLІps (OG) 

The OGs, consisting mainly of US Агmу otficeгs and enlisted, were 
recrнiteti chietly from Ііпе units and service sclюols. The organizatioпal 
structuгe of the OG units commanded Ьу а сарtаіп, consisted of two OG 
sectioпs, with one officeг (І LT) and fifteen non-comm issioned officers 
each. The function of the OGs was twofold: (І) to serve as the operational 
nuclei of gнerrilla organizations which have been foпned from resistaпce 
groнps in enemy territory; and (2) to execute independent operations on 
епеmу targets as directed Ьу the theater commatкier (See l: igure 1-12). 72 

Т!1е NCOs of the team were equally tгаіпеd in weapons and operational 
skills, with two being specialists - one а metiical techпic ian and tl1e оtІ1ег а 

71 Palidock, Special Wагfаге, 25 . 
72 Opeгational Gгонр !'їеІd МаnнаІ, 3. 

40 



Chapter 1 А Concise History ot'the Special Forces 

гаdіо operator. With the exception ot' tl1e radiornan and the rnedic, еvегу 
rnan had the same operational capabilities. This was а majoг fact.oг wl1ich 
enabled tlexibility of assigшnent and deployrnent to fit varied rnission 
requiгernents . 

\Veapon> ~со 
Staff Soтgeaпt 

Rtнlio Operator 
Toolurici>ш I·'ifth Orndc 

Scout 
Teclmiciш FШ!І Ош<Іе> 

Scottl 
Teclu,iciat1 Fiftb Cimde 

Scoul 
Technki&1 Fifi.!] Grnde 

Scout 
Jectшicia.n Ntth Ошdе 

Пgш·е l-12. OSS Opet·ational Group Structure. 

Se-rgeaш 

А desirable OSS OG candidate was а basic training graduate and had а 
\~orking knowledge of а Гoreign language, such as, Cierman, French, 
Norwegian, Italian, and Greek. Perspective candidates were intervieweti апd 
giveп the opportunity to serve theiг country in а hazardoнs duty assignrnent 
behind eпerny Jines. OG training, based оп tl1e Bгitish coшmando rnodel, 
was physically demandiпg and incorporated the field of special weapons, 
haпd-to-hand combat, dепюІіtіоп , land navigation, paraclшting and survival 
instruction. 

Further, OSS personпel received exteпsive training in both conventioпal 
апd guerrilla tactics . Tl1ese skills were necessary for organizing resistaпce 
foгces with lirnited external support for exteпded dшations. OG нnits, 

organized Ьу operatioпal areas such as France, Norway, Italy, etc., received 
additional trainiпg pertaiп i ng to their ОСі 's orientation. For ехашрІе, some 
OCJs received wiпter warfare, skiing, and amphibioLІs trainiпg. While the 
OSS is generally regarded as the predecessor of t.he СІА, its Operatioпal 
CJroLІps , althougl1 largely undocшnented , are the forerunнers of the US 
Апnу Special r:orces. The OSS established liaison at the theater leve l 
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through а Strategic Services ot'ficer. This ofticer coordinated the actions of 
indigeпous forces which were influenced Ьу OSS operational detacl1111eлts 
and passed iпtelligence to алd froш assets іл сІепіеd areas. 

The purpose of OG activity was to aid actLІal and planned Allied military 
operations Ьу harassiлg t.l1e еnешу behiлd l1is lines, disrupting l1is lines of 
cotшnuпications алd supply, tl1ereby forciпg hіш to divert troops to protect 
himself froш guerrilla attacks алd \Nide-sca\e uprisings . The activities, mode 
of operatioп алd personnel of OG differed from tlюse of the Special 
Operations Braлch. OG personлel activated guerrillas as militш·y 

orgaлizatioпs to eпgage елету forces (See f'igLІre 1-13). 

f'їguгe 1-1 З . ОСі Гіеkі Operatioпs. Courtesy of US National Al"cl1ives. 

The OGs a lv.'ays operated іл нnifoпn as шilitary tІПits and were not 
primш·ily conceгned \Vitl1 individual acts of' sabotage. OGs were active in 
ВLІпnа, China, f.'rance, Gгеесе, Italy, Norvvay, and Yugoslavia. They 
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pгesaged the basic oгganization, tгaiпing, and military operational specialties 
of today' s Special Forces Operational Detachmeпt-Aiplш. 73 

OG opeгations in France wеге based out of either Eпgland or Algeria. Tl1e 
former worked closely with the MaqLІis to harass the Nazis and protect 
American lines of comпшnication. The latter coordiпated the resistance 
movement in support of the iпvasioпs from ЕпgІапсі апd North Africa. Іп 
cooperation with MaqLІis Lшits , OGs killed 46 І , woLІпded 467, and captured 
10,021 Germans; demolis!Jed 11 power Jines апd cables; miпed 17 roads; 
shot dowп 3 aircraft and destroyed 2 tгains and 3 locomotives. Additionally, 
they rescLІed ciowпed AJ\ied fliers, gathered intelligence, selecteci and pгe
pared laпdiпg strips, апd assisted the f'гее Frencl1 Iпfaпtry (f<f'J). f'or secu
rity puгposes , еасІ1 team іп the field had its О\VП code name LІsed іп 

comnшnicatioпs and command.14 

Ope1·ation Jedburgl1 

ln World War ТІ , the OSS actively eпcouraged and sLІpported resistance 
movemeпts agaiпst the occLІpying Nazi and Japanese regimes. Опе of the 
greatest accomplishments of the OSS was the joiпt operation Jedbшgh. It 
was coпducted along-side British SOE and Free Frencl1, Belgian, апd Dutch 
resistance foгces. Ву the Jatter part of WWJJ British SOE forces were 
nшnerically inadeqнate to coпdLІct the myгiad of tasks; the OSS jнmped at 
the opportLІnity . Орегаtіоп .Jedbшgh consisteci of ciropping three-man teams 
into the Nazi-occнpied Cow CoLІntтies апd f'raпce іп SLІpport of the Allied 
invasion of Енгоре on 0-Day (See f<їgше 1-14). 

ln Мау 1944, SOE апсі OSS establisl1ed the Special Foгces HeadqLІaгters 
Sf'HQ in Condoп. Sf'HQ diгected the resistance throLІgh persoпal messages 
tacked опtо ВВС broadcasts followiлg the піпе o'clock news . Fiтst, an alert 
message coпespoпding to а particLІlar resistance groнp was sent, then an 
асtіоп message was seпt directing the group to execute the assigпed mission. 
Parachut ing at пight (through the belly of' В -24 l1ombers) thc Jedbшgh 
teams linked up with groups ot· апnесі mсп and women sLІch as thc 
Resistancc, cal lcd MaqLІis in rural агсаs . Мапу of thcsc п ight airdrops werc 
madc Ьу thc Carpetbaggeгs, а lJ.S. Апnу Air Forces unit wlюse mission 
was to support covert operatioпs in ЕLІгоре . The mission fог the Jedburgl1 
teams was сгuсіаІ to All ied SLІccess іп thc war against Germaпy in Еuгоре. 

Not only dicl the Jed teams fuпctioп as the vital link between the All ied 
соmпшпс! and tl1e resistance forces , bLІt mоге importantly they slo\ved the 
Nazi гesponse to Operation Overlord Ьу sabotaging enemy sLІpply lines, 
blowiпg bridges, апd derailed tra ins . Operatiпg hLІпdreds of miles ЬеІ1іпd 

71 Pad,lock. Specia l Warfare, 35. 
74 OSS Operatioпal Gгoup Commaпd pamphlet 1944. 
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enerny Jines, the Jeds tacilitated subversive action against tl1e Nazis Ьу 
providing not only Jeadership and Jogistics but а cohesive Ьопd \Vith the 
A11ied cornrnand. Weapons carried Ьу the Jed tearns consisted of· МІ .ЗО cal 
carbine апd the 191 І Colt .45 cal pistol. 
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f'іgнге 1- 14. JedbtІгgl1 Тсаш Dispositioп І 944. Соштеsу of US National Aгcl1ives. 

Additiona11y, Jed tearns, coordinating tl1rough SFHQ in London, dropped 
oft· toпs of ЬошЬs, bazookas, rifles, Steп gнns, апd апшшn іtіоn to OLІtfit the 
Resistance. Jedbшgh шissioлs iпcluded: gainiпg vital intelligence on Nazi 
unit composition, disposition, and streпgth, organiziпg !оса] resistance 
forces, boosting шогаІе and effoгt ofthe resistance, severiпg enemy Jines of 
coшrnLІnications, condнcting aшbнshes оп Nazi convoys, апd attacking 
еnешу iпstallations. The first Jed tеаш, code naшed 'Hugh' parachuted into 
ChateaшoLІx the night Ьеfоге the Allied invasion of Norшandy. N inety-one 
Jedbшgh teaшs were dгopped into France and tl1e Low CoLІпtries іп suppoгt 
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ot' Operation Overlord. Jed teams and Maquis gгeatly aided tl1e Allied 
victory Ьу sabotagiпg Germaп coшшunicatioпs and delayiпg еnешу 

гeiпforceшents to Noгшandy. 
Regardiпg their шепасіng activities Eisenhoweг wгote, "They surrounded 

the Gerшaпs with а teгrible atmosphere of daпger and hatred whicl1 ate into 
the contidence of the leacJers and the courage of the soldiers." Eiseпho\ver's 
headqнaгters estiшated tlшt the vаІне of the Resistance to Operation 
OveІ·Iord amoнnted to tl1e eqнiva1eпt of fifteen шilitary divisions. 75 Al1 to1d, 
the combined SbE І OSS effort і л Fгапсе fгош Jнпе to ALІgнst І 944 had 
tallied t!1e following: 885 railliпes cut, 140 telecoшшнnications 1ines снt, 75 
road ways and water ways снt, 44 factories sabotaged, 322 Jocoшotives 
destroyeci, 24 convoys attacked, апd 7 aircraft shot dowп . 76 

One Jedbшgh tеаш, Ашшопіа, operatiпg іп Cahor with 75 Maqнis , 

ашЬнsІ1еd а 26 vehic1e convoy prodнcing over 2,000 Geгman casнalties. 77 

Sоше ofthe Ашеrісап Jedbшghs woнld later take pгominent roles іп tl1e lJS 
Аrшу апd /or tl1e СТА , viz. , WіІ1іаш Со1Ьу ( 1920- І 996), who became the 
І orh Dir·ector of the СІЛ, апd Со І опеІ Ааrоп Вапk, toнnder of the US Аrшу 
Special Гогсеs. 

Fo11owiпg Operation Oveг1orci six Jed tearns were dep1oyeci іп sнpport of 
Operatioп Market Gardeп in September 1944, however poor inte!Jigeпce 
dне to Das En,r;lamfspiel, апd а lack of нпderstaпding of Jedbшgl1 
capabilities оп the part of divisioп сошmалdегs апd statis stymied 
effectiveпess. 78 Market Oardeп, the Jargest airborпe operation in history, 
was ап нnsнccessfнl attempt at encircling the (.Jeпnan indнstrial 11eartland 
and eпding the war Ьу Christmas of' 1944.79 Giveп one оГ the major setbacks 
in the operation, а geпeral Joss of commнпication , it is generally agreed that 
іГ the Jed teams had Ьееп deployed sooneг, perhaps they \voн l d l1ave, giveп 
their recent sнccess іп France, made а significaпt ditTereпce in tl1e oнtcome 
of' the battle. 

75 Веаvіп, Орегаtіоп Jedbuгgh, 292. The OSS \\• іtІІ опІу 423 Jedbuгgl1s and OG peгsonnel 
tгaineti and lead over 70,000 Maquis іп Fгапсе . 
76 Browп, The Secret \'iar Repot1 of'the OSS, 460. 
17 lbil!. 414. 
7" Das Eпglaпdspiel, ""Гhе Eпgland Game•· was tl1e Gегmап пате for the oper·atioп coпducted 
Ьу the Nazi counteг iпtelligence agency, tl1e Abwehr dшing WW11. Ву compi'Otпising tl1e 
SOE's code system, Abwehr agents \Vere al1le to tool tl1erп іпtо seпdiпg nюге SOE ageпts апd 
supplies inr.o the >vaiting arms ofthe Gestapo. Over 50 Allie(J ageпts were caugllt апd execute(!. 
79 Operar.ioп Maгket Gап!еп , !7-25 September 1944. \vas tl1e laгgest аігЬогпе operatioп up to 
that time. Орегаtіоп Varsity, 24 Магсh , 1945, iпvo!ved more plaпes , glilieгs, and paratгoopeгs 
іп а single day апd at а single location. 
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OG Operatioпs in Southern France апd Northern ltaly 

АІІ OG operations іп southerп France апd пorthern Italy were cooгdiпated 
with Allied plans f'or the iпvasion (See Figшe 1-15). Their· purpose was to 
destroy the enemy's lines of' supply апd commuпication and f'orce him to 
diveгt troops f'or their ргоtесtіоп, to protect tl1e flanks of' the А llied f'orces 
driving in trom the beaches, and to report оп enemy streпgt/1 апd 

movemeпts. То this епd OGs were iпtroduced tl1roughout the area, 
organizing or ечнірріпg guerrilla forces and gukiing them in operatioпs. 
Operations in Italy were condнcted from OG headчнarters on Corsica and 
bases in ltaly. lndependently and іп соІІаЬогаtіоп with Jtalian Partisans and 
Britisl1 and f:rench forces, OCis harassed the enemy Ьу raids on military 
iпstallatioпs and Ііпеs of commLІпicatioп, as well as l)y occнpying islands to 
establish obseгvation posts. 

ОО• po..rachutt'd lnto Sflrd\пt.a at \.Ье tli'Nt of the CИ.nnan 
~&С"lІаІшь. and ~n.tю thnJщ:hout illland 

2 Landed on СмІіса, ОО• fouиnt w!Lh Ft?.nch troops. Lhrouah 
~h• ~lІ!І~ campa.lgn that drf>Yt Oerm&.n.s trom the iiJill'\d. 
:E$ti\.Ьlilh.ed hUdquartus at O.Ut.Іa. 

з ~·ш~~ ~~~ ::r:, ~:: :::~ 0fmS:~d :~~~r:ti~ 
pr\lo.r.en: ot wa.r. ТЬеу &180 !QIIf'd It.allan Fucist inrormera. 

4 ()c(;upitd W..nd оІ Capn1.1a алd eaU.Ь!ishf!'d. а pttmafн~nt 
nava.l and &Іr abacr<~atiLІn рмt w!Lh rkd.IO communicat~on t.o 
he.C.quartl!rt on Conlca. ~s.cued downtd A.mcrlcan a,v1at.orL 

Ck:::cup:ied Wand cf Om"gona t.nd e.stabiUhf'd а ~~rn:u-nent 
tu.I'ІLI a.nd tJ:r oQ.нrvati<ю JХІІІ:t. wlth radlo co.mmun•r..aH.on 
\С hndqtt~orfLrІ Qn OJr•ka. 

6 ~ ІIUldiO wH.h tht! FШh Arm)" U\ the lnтukm fot ЛrWo 
and м:те uaed to gathrt' Іnt.elllgt.nc~. 

7 DamagN а h1gh'tl'o.r bridge j"o&at. ашtІІ (){ ttghorn and wHh
drtwau~Іully. 

8 ~~:':':~~~ ::;:~Ls~~~;~=-;h~ .. ~=-~·:, 
ОО tюt.ta and t.t~empt.8 at. rнcue proтed un•u~fuJ. E:nemy 

' r&dio 11-kf мnoun~ а Commaлdo·type unJt ha.d Ьr-tn 
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Figшe 1-15. OSS орегаtіопs іп S. Fгапсе апd N. ltaly 1944. Natioпal Aгchives. 

The overall etтectiveпess of the гesistance movemeпt in Northeш Italy is 
clearly deпюnstrated in а telegratn Гrom the soLІth\vest cornmander-in-cl1ief 
Field Marsl1al1 Kesselring to comrnanders in Nazi оссвріеd ltaly: 

Activity of partisan bands . .. Ішs spread like ligl1teпiпg in the last tеп days. ТІ1е 

execLІtion of partisan operations sho\vs considerably more соттапdілg leadership. 
Up to поw it has Ьееп possible for us, witl1 а few exceptions, to keep our vital rear 
Ііпеs of conшluпication орел Ьу теапs of оuг sligl1t pгotective foгces, bLІt tl1is 
situatioп tl1reateпs to chaпge coпsiderably for the woгse in the immediate future. 
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Speedy апd radical coнnterшeasures шнst anticipate this developшent. lt is сlеаг to 
те that t.l1c опlу rcmcdy, апd tl1e one wl1ich is нпavoidably neccssary to шесt tl1e 
sitнation, is the concentration of all available forces, cven if tl1is rпеапs temporary 
weakeniпg іп other places. І rcquest уон thcrefore to combinc \\'ith 141h Army апd 
the Аrшу ot' Ligнria, іп carryiпg out seveгal large scale opeгations which will пір in 
the bud the iпcreasiпg activity of the partisaп baпds іп Northern ltaly. Please let те 
Ішvе уонг pгoposals as to wheп thcse measнres can Ьс carried out, and with wlшt 
forces. 80 

FigLtre 1-16. OSS Operatioнs in Nш1herп ltaly. 

As the Allied armies advanced, partisans, organized and equipped Ьу the 
OSS, began operating in support of the Fїfth US Army (Figure 1-16). Ву 
Apri1 1945, when the Allies tmleased their final offensive in Northeгn Italy, 
there were over 75 OSS teams active behind enemy lines. The partisan 
forces were so effective that they were аЬІе to independently clear large 
swaths of Nшiheгn Italy of the Germans. As Geпnan fшces retreated fтom 
alivanciпg Allied forces, partisans woulti block roads апd саІІ in air strikes 
оп tl1e tloundering Nazis. Partisans even managed to сарtше the entire 
German 148 11' Tпfaпtry Піvіsіоп. OSS teams attacheli to Fifth Апnу were 
parachLІteLi in as far north as Cake Garda оп the Swiss bordeг. These teams 
perfoпned special reconnaissaпce (SR) along strategic enemy escape routes. 
Overall, the formitiable OSS effort in Northem Italy is comparable with the 
extraordiпary performaпce ofthe SOE апlі OSS teams оfП-Пау . 

ко Browн, Т11е Secгet Wаг Report ofthe OSS, 243. 
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One the greatest OSS шissions in history iпvolved the sнrгeпder of аІІ 
Geпnan forces in Northerп Italy. Operatioп Cгossword as it l1as come to Ье 
knowп was the secret пegotiatioпs that took рІасе іп Lнzeгn bet'vveeп 

Waffeп-SS General Karl Wolft' апd Allen Dulles оп 8 March 1945. Later, 
OSS ageпts Jones апd Daddario were sent to rescLІe Wolff wlю was пo'vv іп 

daпger of captнre and ехеснtіоп at the haпds of paгtisaпs. lt was dшing this 
time that МнssоІіпі and his шistress were captшed апd execнted Ьу an OG
tгaiпed gгонр . 81 FіпаІІу, оп Ма у 2, 1945, нndег tl1e protective cнstody of the 
OSS, General WoltT sшreпdered аІІ Gепnап foгces іп ltaly; roнghly 

120,000 troops. 

OSS Operations іп tl1e Adгiatic and Mediterraпeaп 

Witl1 Partisaп апd Bгiti sl1 troops, OGs eпgaged small Geпnan forces, 
ambнsl1ed naval convoys Ьу shore fire, and геsснеd lшndreds Ameгican 
aviators. Additioпally, OGs peпetтated Greece l)y sea апd air to cooperate 
witl1 gнerrilla forces іп attackiпg German sнррІу Ііпеs апd destгoying епешу 
healilluarters (Figure 1-17). 

JANUARY 1944 

OG OPERATIONS IN YUGOSLAVIA AND GREECE. ОСТОВЕR 1944 
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81 Вгоwн, The Secret War Repo1·t oftl1e OSS, 248. 
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Operations in Greece were based онt of' Cairo. OSS operations in Gгеесе 
and Yugoslavia were bot\1 coшplicated Ьу political problems. And in both 
regions, the Communists were the most nнmel'Oнs. Whereas British plans 
were laid with post war European politics in шіші, the OSS sнpported 
\"'hoever happened to Ье killing Germans. The SOE had been \VOrking with 
Greek partisan units since the beginniнg of' 1942. Ін the \ater part ot' \943, 
some 300 OSS teaшs (Sl, OGs, МО, and SO) were inserted into Gгеесе. 
These elements supplied tl1e War Department with its only on-the-groнnd 
national intelligence. Jntelligence інсІнdеd: German order of'battle; shipping 
апd rail tables; as we]J as іпdнstгіаІ productioп іп Cireece. 82 

Major sabotage operations commenced in April 1944 when 190 OG 
teams enteгed Oreece. These teams linked up vvith gнerrilla bands at varioнs 
strategic poiнts. Geпnan f'orces began withdгawing fТom the Cireek 
maiпlaнd іп late 1944 as Soviet f'orces Ьеgан advancing into Balkans 
threateпiпg to CLІt them of'f'. Similar to О-Пау and operatioнs in Northem 
Italy, this extensive operatioп, code пamed Smashem, detaiпed and delayed 
vast amoнnts of гetreatiнg Germaпs. OSS opeгations іп Gгеесе betweeп 

АргіІ апd November 1944 amoнпted to the t'ollowiпg: 14 traiпs ambнshed; 
15 britiges destroyed; б І trнcks destroyed; 6 miles of railroad Ііпеs снt; with 
ап estimated 1, 794 епеmу dead and woнnded. 83 

КоrснІа lslaпd Ambush Patrol 

OSS missioпs іп the Adriatic wеге based out of the islaпd of' Vis. Оп J 5 
АргіІ 1944, an eight mап OG elemeпt led Ьу ІСТ Пobrski ІеН Lastovo 
lslaпd f'or the lslaпd of Korcнla; tl1e ІосаІ Partisaпs fumished the boat. The 
mission was to iпterdict Nazi t'orces оп the islaпd. Previoнs attempts at іпf'іІ 
had tailed, Ьнt оп tl1e secoпd attempt, the raiders laлded sнccessf'нlly aJter 
ап нпеvепtf'нІ tvю hош trip іп an ореп boat апd were conveyed Ьу the 
Partisans to theiг secret cave. It was decided to ambush tt1e daily patrol 
operating between the towns ofBlato and Smokivica (See Figшe 1-18). 

The party left the cave at 1800 hoшs, April 16, and marched throнgh the 
coнпtryside for almost two hours to the selected spot; two aнtomatic ritle 
teams were picked нр епrонtе; опе was to aid in the ambнsh апd the other 
was to cover the getaway. Shortly Ьеtоге 2000 hoнrs the party arrived at the 
рІаппеd ашЬнsh site апd \vas ін the midst of the flшry that invariab1y 
attends the selection of а position from which one is to fight when the 
енеmу appeared. The enemy was а party of five BMW R 75 motorcycles, 
one with а sidecaг attached. They proceeded west at а good с1ір toward 
Blato. The sшprise was complete оп bot/1 sides; they certaiпly didn't expect 

"Bгo-wn, The Secгet War Report oftl1e OSS, 267. 
~] lb id. 
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to see ап ambush. The aшbushing party іп turn was caught standing straight 
up tryiпg to decide which rock would offeг best protection. Had tl1ey not 
been sееп, they would have let tl1e1n pass, tor the real target was the toot 
patrol. Having been detected there was little to do but open fire. 

Nazi Осшріеd Yнgoslavia 

.4l>R J ArІ<: sвл '· · · 
tк u tA 

,...----...., OGs depart \ 
Korcula Aшbusb ' ~ 
tбАрrІІ, 1944 LastQ-vo 15 ApriL~~~ . 

~--'~"<'' 

k Aшbusl1 

Figшe 1-18. КогсuІа lslaпd Ambusl1 16 АргіІ, 1944. 

ТІ1е Partisan's Commandant was tl1e tirst to fire: l1is shots l1it just Ьеtоге 
the first cycle and both bikes picked up speed and began to swerve froш side 
to side. Tl1e lone occupaпt of tl1e side car made l1imself as srnall as possible 
and ducked l1is head down next to the seat. The echo of tl1e fiгst slюt was 
пever heard, tor lшrdly Ішd the Coшшandant pressed the trigger, when tl1e 
whole hillside seemed to leap іпtо flame; automatic ritle, Тошшу-gнns, 

Garand, Steп gнпs, carbiпes, oJd rifles, and all орепеd fire. Опе Partisaп 
пearest the road еvеп threw rocks. The etfect of the Ьапаgе v.тas 

instantaneous; the t\VO cycles careened to опе side of tl1e road jнst beyond 
the bend. Опе lay dead in the road апd the other four sсгашЬІеd for cover. 
The only available cover was а patch of brush just off the road. То get іпtо 
the patch it was necessary to climb а foнr feet eшbankшent; two of the 
епешу presenteti broati backs wl1ile climbiпg, were both l1it, апd bot/1 lay 
where they hati falleп. 

lt was time to advaпce. lJrgeti оп Ьу tl1e Commaпdaпt's lнsty "пapried,'' 
and Ьу U. [)obrski's corгesponding "forward!" the men ativanceti. ТІ1е 
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Coшшandant and two partisans charged directly across the road to open tire 
011 the patch of brush. Uncleг cover of this protective fіге the оtІ1ег шен 

шoved offthe І1іІІ acгoss the ravi11e . The autoшatic гitle 011 tl1e hill kept up а 
constant fire. Three OGs шoved across the road in search of cover and а 
good field of fire. One of the Gerшans opened up with а ligllt shoulder 
autoшatic weapo11. The OGs hit the groLind and retuгned fire. U . Dobгski 
kept advancing foгward and was hit Ьу а slug froш the aLitoшatic weapon. 
VirtLially аІІ the еnешу fire was diгected ciirectly Lipon the Сошшаndалt and 
the otheг paгtisan >vho had forшed the SBr" position. The Coшшandant, 

hud(11ed clown behind tl1e rocks, raised his head a11d bellowe(i, "Napried!", а 
burst knocked up dust аІІ across the field and І1е heard that oшinous z-zing 
jList to оле sicle; he ducked his head dovvn again and jLІst as trucLІiently 

bellowed again. О11е wiki bшst CLІt the ІішЬs off а tree jLІst bel1incl Pekar and 
the twigs гained down LІроп his head. 

ln the шеапtіше three оtІ1ег paгtisaпs advanced and роше(і а heavy fire 
іпtо the brush, threw gгenades and the епешу fire stopped. An OG applied а 
toшпiqLІet to the lieuteпaпt's tl1igh . АІІ five of' the Geпnaпs were killed. То 
insшe tl1eir deшise, ап OG gave еасІ1 опе а burst from his Тотшу gun . 
Quickly the bodies wеге searched, papers and \veapons were reшoved, and 
the motorcycles were fired Ьу а bшst of iпceпdiaries . lJpo11 icleпtificatioп 

the шеп proved to Ье а first ІіеLІtепапt , а lieutenaпt, t\vo sergeaпts, апd one 
private. Л1е two otficers wore Iron Crosses dated 1939. The Partisaпs 

systematically гешоvеd clothing апd shoes sнch as coulcl Ье salvaged . Тіше 
was short; tl1e expected foot раtтоІ was due апу шіпutе a11d the Ьнті11g 
vel1icles made such а treшeп(iOLІS pyre that it coLIId l1ave Ьее11 seen for 
шіІеs . А door was toгn off' а пеаrЬу sha11ty a11cl LІtilized as а stretcher the 
lieutena11t was loaded on, and the рагtу шаdе tor the t1ills. Witl1 Sergeant 
Arse11ault coшшa11ding, the party evacled Nazi patrols and extiltrated the 
island Ьу boat tl1ree days later. 

Special Operatio11s оп Mainland Yugoslavia 

On б April , 1941 , the Nazis with 24 divisions and І ,200 taлks i лvaded 

Yнgoslavia , overrunлiлg it іл twelve days. While the Allies coлteшplated ал 
iлvasion of the Balkaпs, British SOE age11ts were seлt into Yugoslavia. 
Jnitially, the British backed the Chetniks led Ьу Mihailovic. Ho\vever, Ьу 
mid-1943 , British Рrіше Ministeг Winsto11 ChLirchill decided to withdraw 
support froш Mihailovic and sнpport the Conшшnist Partisaпs led Ьу Josip 
Broz Tito. This change was largely dLte to lJJtr·a decryptions (Bietcl1ley 
Park) which indicated that the Partisans \vere а шоrе effective шеnасе to the 
()еrшапs. Howeveг, the US sLІpported botl1 the Partisaлs апd Cl1etniks. One 
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ot' Doпovan ' s principal objectives was to use the Balkans as а jшnping otf 
point tor covert operations in greater Germaпy. 84 

For the Allies, UW operations in Yugoslavia were по doubt the most 
politically nebtJious. Anthoпy Brown observes, ''From the start, Yugoslavia 
was а l1ighly-charged, most complicated affair that often seemed to defy 
defiпition."85 The Partisaп movement '"'as поt only а gнеrгіІІа army fighting 
agaiпst the Germans, it was also а Communist political movement. Making 
matters worse was the prevalence of savage ethnic and religiotJs hatred, such 
as the traditional animosity between Serbs and Mнslims. This was shrewdly 
agitated Ьу tl1e Axis. Reprisals were given fнІІ rеіп шкі were thoroLІghly 
vented. All told, it is estimated that 1.7 million YLІgoslavs died in the war. 
f'o llowing the Allied switcl1 to the Partisaпs, tl1e Cl1etniks collaborated first 
witl1 theiг Italiaп апd later Germaп occLІpiers, attackiпg the Partisans. 
OpportLІпistic, they played а dangerous game of collaboration with botl1 the 
Axis and the Allies. 

Similar to operations іп France, OG teams organized and directed 
Yнgoslav Partisans in combat actions aimed at liisrupting епеmу supply 
lines, derailing trains, amЬusl1ing patrols and f'orcing the Germans to divert 
combat units to rear ш·еа sccurity missions. Іп tl1is enviгonment, SOE апd 
OSS agents sнpplied tens of thoнsands of pouпds wortl1 of Allied air
dmpped weapons, ammunition, explosives, and food, thereЬy keeping the 
Partisaп torces alive. The overall eft'ectiveпess of tl1e Yugoslav resistaпce 
movement may Ье demoпstrated Ьу the fact that dпriпg the height of the 
coпtest with the Partisans, the Geпnans were forced to divert 15 Wehrmacht 
div i s ioпs (roнghly 250,000 mеп) to Yugoslavia to qнеІІ resistance activities. 
The Geпnans dcsperately пeeded tl1cse 15 divisions elsewhere in Ешоре. 

They migl1t have made quite а ditference іп Fгапсе or Northem Italy. Ву 
late 1944, Partisaпs forces swelled to roughly 650,000 mеп organized into 
50 divisioпs апd four tield aгmies . These forces engaged the Germans іл 
conventional battle. The point Ьеіпg rnade l1erc is, the SOE апd OSS were 
аЬІе to defeat the Germaпs in Yugoslavia witlюut ап АІІіесІ іпvаsіоп force. 86 

As tl1e Allied bombing iпtensitied over Geпnan-l1eld targets іп Romaпia 
and Bнlgaria; sнcl1 as Ploesti. Bomber flight paths proceeded over Yugos lav 
airspace. Of downed pilots, а majority ended up in Yнgoslavia; either 
Chetnik or Partisan-held territory. With the pпrpose of rescнing dovmed 
pilots, the OSS created the Air Crew RescLІe Uпit (ACRU). This OSS team, 
knovvп as team 1-Ialyard, was led Ьу Сіенtепапt George Mнselin, апd 

accompaпied Ьу Master Sergeaпt Michael Rajacich, апd Specialist Arthur 

" l .. iпcisay, Веасопs іп tl1e Ni:,;ht, 265. Веfоге tl1e епd of· the war sorпe І ОО tearпs haci l1een 
іп Fi ltгated іпtо Geгrпany. 

" Вгоwп, Tl1e Secret Wаг Керо11 oftl1e OSS, 270. 
'" І'ог а thoroнgh treatmeпt oftl1e OSS in Yugos lavia see Linclsay. Beacons in tl1e Nigl1t. 
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Jibilian, the radio operator. Between І Jапнаrу and 15 October 1944, Теаш 
Halyard recovered а total ot' І, 152 Ашеrісап aiпnen. Ot' these, 795 аілnеп 
were recovered with the assistaпce ot'the Partisans wl1ile 356 were extracted 
with the l1elp ot' the Chetniks. То tl1e chagrin ot' the British, Doпovan saw а 
necessity to back both sides (Chetnik and Partisan) as strategic t'actors нsеt'нІ 
against the Gerшans. 

Cater, а state ot' extreшe teпsion developed between Tito (Partisaп's 

leader), who \Vas sнpported Ьу the Red Аrшу, and the Aпglo-Aшerican 
шilitary шission іл Yugoslavia. The санsе ot'the tension was Tito's сІаіш оп 
the port ot' Trieste, wl1ich happeneti to Ье occupied Ьу the British as the 
custodians t'or the !taliaлsY At опе роіпt, Tito threateпed war with the 
Westem powers, апd Geпeral Patton, backed Ьу МІ-б and tl1e OSS, шаtіе it 
sееш that the Third US Аrшу in Germaпy was prepariпg to шоvе оп Trieste 
in order to teach Tito good manлers. Sоше l1istoгiaпs believe this was the 
begiпniпg ot'tl1e Cold War. Hovvever, Tito backed of[ 

OSS Operatioпs in Asia 

OSS operatioпs іп Asia were qнite а difTereпt matter. Apart from 
Detaclнnent 1 О 1 іп Burma, tl1e OSS was tшаЬІе to make а sigпificaпt 

contributioп to the struggle agaiпst Jарап uпtil 1945. For ехашрІе, the OSS 
\Vas blocked t'roш operatiпg іп tl1e Philippiпes due to Geпeral MacArthш's 
disdain for covert operations. Likewise, іп the Pacific, Nirnitz vie,vecl the 
OSS in а similar vеіп . This forced Dопоvап to fight tl1e Japaпese in the опІу 
region !еЛ: ореп to him, t1le distaпt Chiпa-Bunna-India (СВІ) Tl1eater (See 
Figшe 1-19). 

Іп Janнary 1942, the Japaпese invaded Burшa, captшed Rangoon and 
qнickly overwhe1шed the coшbined British, Indian, апd Внrшеsе toгces. 
Т11е Allies had been sнpplying Chiang Kai-shek's Chiпese Nationalist Army 
via the Вшша Road (Lasho to Кнnшіпg) . Following tl1e collapse of Вшmа, 
the Japanese conso1idated their forces along tl1e Thai and Indiaп borders. 
Chiaпg Kai-shek's forces were no\v снt off Ьу land апd sea. The only way 
reшaining to supply the Chinese was Ьу air. Roger Hilsman obseгves, 

"Sнpplies weпt Ьу sea to Calcнtta, then Ьу rail or river steaшer to Cedo оп 
the Вrаhшарнtга Riveг in uррег Assam. А сошрІех of Americaп airstrips 
vvere built іп the area from wl1ich а fleet of С-4 7s апd C-46s flew the 
sнpplies five htшdred miles оvег the Himalayas to Кншnіпg. This last rotІte 
was called the Hump."88 Arriving in Buпna as the Japanese invasion 
cotшneпcetl, U. General Joseph Stilwell (1883-1946) assнmeti commaшi of 
tl1e politica\ly пеЬuІонs СВ! Tl1eater. The Allied ілtепt was to гecover 

"Вгоwп, The Secret War Repoгt oftl1e OSS, 282. 
8' Hilsmaп , Атегісап GLІeгrilla: Му Wаг Bel1ind Епету Liпes, 75 . 
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Buпna, reopen the land link witl1 О1іпа іп order to supply Chiang Kai
Silek's torces f'rom Іпdіа. 

0.$.$----
~ ARMY ЕІ t!AVV ~· -

Fіgнге 1-19. OSS Far East Т11eater of' Opeгations. Couгtesy of IJS National Arcl1ives. 

lnitially misunderstood and unwanted Ьу eveгyone iпcludiпg Stilwell, 
Coloпel Carl F. Eifler ( !906-2002) and about twenty OSS mеп establishecl а 
base camp at а tea plantation near Nazira in the noгtheastern Indian proviпce 
of' Assam (F'igшe 1-20). Cacking men, equipment, funds , а clear directive 
f'юm Washingtoп, and current іпtеІІіgепсе оп the sitLІation in Buпna, Eifler 
f'aced ал immense task in building а clandestiпe organizatioп . 89 From there, 
the Detachment' s initial attempts at establishing а covert netwoгk іп Burma 
proved unteпable. David Hogan observes, 

FrLІstгated in l1is attempts to iпfiltrate ageпts Ьу foot, Eifler пegotiated а deal wit\1 
Brig. Gеп. Ed\vard Н. Alexaпder, the chief of Air Traпspoгt Commaпd. The 
geпeral's plaпes were SLІfTcriпg hcavily fюm .Japaпcse figlltcrs іп tl1eir attcmpts to fly 
sLІpplies over пortheгn Burma and the Himalayas to China. Those cгews that 
survivcd crashcs in thc primitivc mouпtains of пorthcrn Burma faccd littlc сhапсс for 
sнгvival іп а region fнll of tigers, sпakes, and .Japanese. Іп а coni:Crence with t.he 
geпeral, Eifler point.ed out that if Dctachшcnt І О І pcrsonпcl сон І d reach the rcgion 
апd coпtact the friendly КасІ1іп inhabitants, they сонІd orgaпizc tl1cm i11to а пctwoгk 

8" Ноgап, US Алnу Specia l Operatioнs іп World Wаг 11, І 02. 
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to help the аіппеп escape back to frieпdly Іілеs. Alexaпder гespoпded with 
eпthнsiasш, ott'eriпg to provide рІапеs and parachнtes to tl1e detachшeпt 
iшmediately 90 

Chinese of India 
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Figшe 1-20. [)etachmeпt І О І 's Area of Орегаtіопs. Note: Romaп numeгals indicate Det І О І ' s 
tl1ree operatiпg sectors. 

Jn the sшnmer of І942, twenty OSS men of Detachшent І О 1 parachuted 
into the Kaнkkwe valley of Central Burma and organized Kachin tribesmen 
і пtо а foгmidable guerrii ia fighting force. With some initial setbacks, Eifler 
reoriente(i his unit's focus from sabotage to gнerrilla warfare апd was able 
to organize а form idable strikiпg force consisting пюstly of Kachin 
tгibesmen. lmpresse(i with Пеt І О І 's abi iities, Stiiwell autlюrized an 
expansioп of the Пetachmeпt's stгength and activities . Witi1 Iimited 
геsошсеs, Stil we ll hoped tlшt the Oetacl1ment сонІd at а minimшn frнstrate 

tJ1e Japaпese use of Myitkyiпa airfield, іпfогmіпg ЕіЛеr, ''АІІ І want to l1ear 
are booms from tl1e jнпgle." 

The OSS fонпd the Kachins to Ье natшaJ gнerrilla fїghters. Oavid І1оgап 
obseгves, 

90 ІЬі Ноgап, US Агmу Special Орегаtіопs іп Woгld Wа1· ІІ, 104-105. 
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ТІ1еу sho\ved great саге іп lt1e planпing апd ргерагаtіоп ofan aml)usl1, particularly in 
tl1eir usc of' the pнngyi stick, а snюkc-hardcпed bamboo stakc of onc to two fcct іл 

length. ln preparing an ambl!sll, the Kacl1ins caпюuflaged tl1e site to appear as 
ваtuгаІ as possible, placed their autornatic weapoпs to rake the н·аіІ , апd plaпted 

puпgyi s іп tl1e foliagc alongside the patl1. Oncc thc .lapancsc entcгed tl1c arca, tl1c tirc 
of the aLІtomatic weapons drove thc surpгiscd enemy troops into tl1e uпdergrowth , 

wl1ere tl1ey impalcd themselves оп the puпgyis91 

It has Ьееп estimated that 70 to 80 percent of аІ І combat intelligeпce 
utilized Ьу tl1e СВ! Theater headqLІюters originated from OSS Detachmeпt 
І О І. Additionally, tl1e І O'h Air l;'orce reported that Detachment І О І 
furnished 70 percent оГ аІІ its avai!ab!e iпtelligence anti tiesignated 90 
perceпt оГ its targets. Det І О l's eff(xts орепеd the way for Wiпgate's 

Raiders, Stilwell's Chiпese forces апd Merrill's Marauders (5307tl1 
Composite lJnit), which was giveп the code паmе CJalalюcf. 

Myitkyiпa Aiгfield Scizure 

Begiпning іп December 1942, under tl1e clirectioп of Stilwell , а пеw 
sнррІу route to Сhіпа was Ьеіпg built. With а jumping off' point at Ledo 
raill1ead in Assam, Іпdіа, the "Ledo Road" was to carve its way tl1roLІgh the 
Кшnоп Mouпtain Range to Мопg-Yu road juпctioп where it joined the 
Buпna Road (See Figure 1-21 ). Stilwell's staf'Г estimated that the Ledo Road 
would Ье аЬІе to sнррІу some 60,000 tons of material рег month. This 
estimate greatly sLІrpassing tl1e toпnage airlifted over the Hump to China. 
Aware of Stil,vell ' s iпteпtions to reopen а supply Ііпk witl1 China, the 
Japanese re inforced their torces in Burma briпging tl1eir strength to some 
185,000 mеп. Japanese control of' the пorth Buпnese city of Myitkyiпa and 
tl1e surrouпding геgіоп blocked the completioп of the new supply roLІte. r'or 
this reasoп , and due to its strategic positioп at tl1e terminus of the rail line 
from Rangooп and Mandalay, Stilwell ' s plan hiпged upon takiпg Myitkyiпa. 
While British-led Касhіп апd Gurkl1a forces were tlghtiпg tl1eir way soLІth, 

and Wingate ' s Cl1iпdits coveгing their tlanks, Stilwell directed CJa/ahad to 
take Myitkyina airfield. The Marauders had already foLІght their \Vay 
thгougl1 two aгdLІous jungle campaigns. However, Ьу this time, they Ішd lost 
about 700 of tІ1еіг oгiginal 2, 997 men to disease and woLІnds. 

"' Hogan, US Army Special Operatioнs in World Wаг !!, І 09. 
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Гіgше 1-21 . Myitkyina Raid 18 АргіІ, 1944. 

OSS Det І О І vеtегап Roger Hilsmaп recouпts, "Theref'ore а сотралу of' 
Aшericaп-led OSS Kacl1in gLІerrillas was added to one ot' the Marauder 
columпs and а whole Chinese regiшeпt vvas attached to each of tl1e two 
other coluпшs (tl1e 42пс! and І 50th Chiпese Iпt'aлtry f{egimeпts), bringiпg 
the eпtire f'orce to 7,000 шеn." 9" 

Departiпg Nhpum Ga on April 21, 1944, hungry, tired and exhausted, 
with тапу \veak Пот disease, the Marauders navigated their way tl1rough 

92 Hilsmaп . American GнепіІІа: Му Wаг Bcl1ind Епету Liпes, 78. 
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І ОО kilometers of mountaiпous juпgle. Traversiпg the 6,000 toot Кшпоп 
Raпge, the Marauders tougl1t ап асtіоп оп the бrh of Мау, easily pushing the 
Japaпese aside. Three weeks Іаtег, оп 17 Мау 1944, Galal1ad attacked tl1e 
unsl!spectiпg Japaпese gaгrisoп at the Myitkyina airfield (See f-' igure 1-20). 
With cornplete sl!rprise, the airfield seizuгe was an l!nparalleled success. 
The Maral!ders seпt the message "Merchant of Vепісе," the brevity code 
tl1at airtield was secured; tl1e resttpply plaпes could поw land. 

As the Marauders secured the airfield perirneter, scores of glideгs and C-
47s laпded оп the bomb-pocked, shell riddeп airtield. However, а st1ddeп 
геvегsаІ of fortuпe tl1rew the Maral!tieгs back оп а defeпsive strllggle. ПLІе to 
fal!lty Allieti іпtеІІіgепсе, the town of Myitkyiпa had more Japanese than 
was expected, leav iпg Galahad with insLІffic i eпt foгces оп haпd to take the 
town. So i пsteati of Ьеіпg relieved as promised, Galahad immediately weпt 
іпtо tl1e battle of Myitkyiпa . Makiпg matters worse, the Japanese were аЬІе 
to quickly reiпforce the towп with some 4,000 пюrе mеп, апd repl!lsed ан 
assault made Ьу elemeпts оГ two Chiпese гegimeпts . FLІrther addiпg iпsl!lt to 
і пjuгу, the Moпsoon aгrived, makiпg а muddy sol!p ofthe airstrip. However, 
witl1 the airfield sесше, mеп апd material began flowiпg іпtо Myitkyina. 

lJndauпted Ьу еvеп dysentery, many of· the Maral!ders гesorteti to cutting 
the seat of tl1eir troLІsers Ollt іп oгder to stay іп tl1e fight. Losses were heavy, 
bLІt sооп Allied reinforcements aпived to carry оп the fight. WІ1еп tl1e town 
fіпаІІу fell to the Allies оп 3 August, only about 200 Maral!ders remained.93 

But the capture ot' the Myitkyina airstrip brought immediate results. Jt meant 
that as soon as the Ledo Road reached it, the Allies \VOl!ld have а great 
sl!pply base withiп easy distaпce of' China itself. FLІrtl1er, it епаЬІеd tl1e Air 
Transpot·t Commaпd to not опІу slюrteп the Hump trip, it Гurtheг doubled 
the monthly Sl!pply tonnage.94 

Ву МагсІ1 1944 the Burma (Ledo) Road was reopened апd Пetachment 
І О І nюved farther north as the Japanese retreated. ОрегаtіопаІ uпtil tl1e епd 
of the war, the OSS Пetachment І О І orgaпized І І ,ООО Kacl1in tribesmen 
into а tогсе that eventually killed some 6,000 Japanese at а loss of опІу 206 
of its own (22 were Americaпs). 

Іп early 1945, the exectJtive officer of Пеt 10 І , William Peers ( 1914-
1984), \Vas giveп the command of OSS Пetachment 202. Пetachment 202's 
rnissioп was to bLІild а Chinese commando LІпіt of 3,000 to oust the Japanese 

93 Of tl1e І ,300 Maпшders tlн1t геасІ1еd Myitkyiпa, some 600 wеге evacuared to геш· hospitals 
betweeп 18 Мау апd І Juпe. Of the 1·етаіпіпg 700, Ьеfоге the fall of Myitkyiпa, 123 >л'еге 

killed, 293 wouпded, 8 miss iпg, 503 coпtracted а111оеЬ іс dyseпteгy, 149 scrub ryphнs, апd 296 
rпаіш·іа. Follo\Vi11g Myitkyina, tl1e Maгauders, пеаrІу anпihilated Ьу disease, \Vеге recoпstitllted 
the 475tІз lпfапtгу f{egimenr, апd coпt inued to fight the .lapanese in Buгma uпtil tl1e еп(J оі' the 
wаг. Оп 21 Juпe, !954 tl1e 475tІз was гedesigпate(J the 75th lлfantІ-y· l~egimeпt, whicl1 tO<Jay is 
tІзе 75th Rапgег f{egiment.. 
щ АгqLІіІІа, Ггоm Troy to Entebbe, 287. 
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from Сhіпа. Detachment 202 collected iпtelligence and sнpported Chinese 
forces in order to tie down as many Japaпese troops as possible. However, 
"''orking with Chiaпg Kai-shek ' s army proved to Ье а difficult assigшnent as 
few Chinese troops were of adeqнate physica1 condition to carry онt 

commando type missions. In time, better food, physical trainiпg, апd gгeat 
instruction Ьу the OGs prodнced seven Chinese сошmалdо нnits for 
combat. These SO gнerrilla groнps, some as 1arge as 1,500 men, снt rai1s, 
b1ew нр road алd train bridges , rescued downed Allied piJots, апd kil1ed 
thousaпds of Japanese troops sometimes нр to 500 ші1еs behiпd enemy 
1ines. The cessation of hosti1ities ended the Detachmeпt's mission іп С11іпа. 

Withiп the СВ/ Theateг, additioпal OSS Detachmeпts condнcted combat, 
intel1igeпce, апd sustaiпmeпt operations. Oetachшent 303, а sнpplies аші 
services нnit, was based онt of Oelhi. In late 1943, Detachment 404 was 
estab1ished to he1p coordinate intelligence collection шкі operations \)etween 
the OSS and SOE in the Fаг East. Based онt of Sri Сапkа, Detachmeпt 404 
\Vorked closely with Alimira1 Lord Loнis Moнntbatten's British Soнtl1east 
Asia Command (SEAC). Lastly Detachmeпt 505 in Calcнtta became the 
primary sнрр1у l1ase for the OSS in Сhіпа. 

The Гаtе оГ the OSS 1ау intertwiпed with Presideпt Roosevelt and so died 
along with him іп April 1945. Rooseve1t had Ьееп Doпovan's most stalwart 
sнpporter Ьнt after his death шаnу high rankiпg ofticers sнch as Nimitz апd 
MacArthш viewed the OSS as uпnecessary. U1timately the соmЬіпесІ 

jealoнs subterfнge of' otl1er agencies 1ed to initial bнdget cнts and then 
disbandment in September оГ 1945. The fi.шctional areas of the OSS were 
absorbed back into the сопvепtіопаl mi1itary. The Special Operations branch 
died онt Ьнt woн1d Ье reborn with tl1e etтorts of BG f{obert McCJнre, and 
Coloпels Ааrоп Bank, Russell Vo\ckmanп, and Weпdell Fertig. From its 
intelligence operations branch sprang the Central Intelligence Аgепсу on 
Sept. J 8, J 94 7. 95 

The Creation of Special Forces 

The pathway to tl1e creation of the Special f<'orces \vas tlщюgl1 

psycho]ogical wагГаrе , tl1e catalyst was the Когеап War апd tl1e threat оГ the 
Soviet advance іп Westerп Europe. Secretary оГ the Army Fraпk Расе 
created the Psychological Warfaгe departmeпt in 195 J. Расе named 
Brigadier General Robert МсСІше, who served as Eisenhoweг's cl1ief· оГ 
psychologica] warfare іп WWII, to head the revised department. МсСІш·е 

"' Т11е tJS Secuгity Act of' 194 7 signed Ьу President TrtІman realigned and reoгganized the l.JS 
Armed Forces, Гогеіgn роІісу, and lпtelligence community apparaшs in the afteгmath о1' WWП . 

Tl1is act of Coпgгess cгeated tl1e Joiпt Chiefs of Staff, tl1e Natioпa l Secшity СонnсіІ , tl1e office 
of the Sec1·etary of Defeпse. апd the СІ А. This act \'las later шneпded to create tl1e Depaгtmeпt 
ot' Det'ensc in 1949. 
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envisioned special operations as а t1шctional агеа of' psychological waгf'are, 
and soon Ьеgал to lobby f'ог personпel to Ье assigned to l1is cotшnand f'or 
this endeavor. Seekiпg t.o create а "behind еnешу Ііпеs" guerilla warf'ш·e 
capability, МсСІше created а Special Operations Oivision апd gathered 
unto himself' experienced oШcers \Vith expertise in the field. 

McCiure broнght in Colonel Melvin Blair апd U Colonel Waters, who 
both had served іп Meпill's Marauders; Colonel Ааrоп Bank, who f'oнght 
alongside the Maqнis in France as а Jedburgh; and Colonel Wendell Fertig, 
who had сошшапdеd guerilla f'orces ir1 the Philippiпes ; апd СоІопеІ Rнssell 

VоІсkшапп, \vho organized апd coпducted guerrilla >vaгf'are against tl1e 
Japanese in the Philippiпes as well as partisaп waгfare іп North Korea. 96 

Altlюug\1 McClure believed uncoпventional warf'aгe (lJW) and 
psychological warf'aгe >vere iпseparably joiпed, his vision of а Special 
Operations Oivision, eclectic sense to provkte it with talented and 
experienced Ieat!eгship, along with tl1c vast experieлces of' these select шеп, 
efTectively laid the ГошкІаtіоп, as well as, the core doctriпal concepts, of 
what \Vas to becorne tl1e Special Forces. 

As WWII ended, President Harry S. Truшan Ьеgап to disшaпtle the 
rnassive Arnericaп war rnachine. Trшnan ' s admiпistration tirastically 
reduced the size and f'нnctioлal areas of' the arrned forces believiлg tlшt 
nuclear weapons alone would Ье an eff'ective tieterгeлt to war, алd tl1at 
woнld render large scale coпventioлal warf'are obsolete. Оп Jнne 25, 1950, 
the Nortt1 Korean People's Апnу (NKPA) attacked Soнtt1 Когеа . АІІ ot· the 
special ized нліts of' WWII sнсІ1 as the OSS, tl1e Rangeгs, tl1e First Special 
Service Force, апd Meпill's Marauders hati been tiisbantieti. Thus at the 
outsct оГ the Korean War the lJS Arrny lшd по organized lJW organizatioп. 
After the creation ot· І O'h SF Group in 1952, апd as the pool of SF реrsоллеІ 
steadily gгew at Fort Bragg, assignments were divided into tl1ree gгoups: the 
first would Ье bound for Bad Tolz, Germany wit11 СоІопеІ Bank, the second 
woнld rешаіл at Fort Bragg апd Ьесоше tl1e 7711' SFG (А), and tl1e tl1ird 
woнld Ье bound f'or Korea. 

UW і11 the Korean War 

The 811' Army, seizing tl1e iпitiative, capitalized on the aпti-Commнпist 
poteпtial of' Nortl1 Korea Ьу organiziпg some 25,000 guerrilla fighteгs іпtо 
an effective UW caшpaign. This eff'ort was coпsolidated under the United 
Natioпs Pariisaп Forces, Korea (lJNPFK). lінdег the сотташІ of Colonel 
John Н. McGee, the Attгitioп Sectioн, later retiesigпated tl1e MiscellaпeoLІs 
Divisioп, conttнcted UW in conceгt with tl1e Joiлt Advisory Comшission, 

96 Paddock, US Апnу Uncoпveпtional Wш·t~tre, 119. 

60 



Chapter І А Concise History ot'the Special Forces 

Korea (JACK), the CIA's UW аrш in the Korean War. То coпduct 

operations, McGhee created three operational areas: to the v.•est Leopard, tl1e 
east Kirkland, and along the 38'1' Parallel іл the center, the Tactical Liaison 
Office or TLO (See FigLJre 1 -22). McG!1ee's Miscellaneoнs Uпit, kno\vп as 
the И1hite Тi,f!,ers, was later redesigпated the 8086'1' and then the 8240t1' Аrшу 
Uпits (AU). The White Тigers conducted gLJerrilla warfare consistiлg of: 
behind-the-lines tactical intelligeпce gathering, raids and sabotage, 
aшbLJshes, rescued doYvned pilots and POWs, and pгovided ЬошЬ daшage 
assessшent (BDA) in North Korea froш Febt·uary 1951 to Februaгy 1954. 

While the war ін Korea had been raging, BG McCILJre Ішd Ьееп urging 
the US Far East Сошшапd (FEC) to request Sf: soktiers to jоіп the fight, 
however, the first school-tгaiпed St' soldiers ;vou1d not Ье lieployed to 
Korea uпtil March 1953.97 То complicate шatters, П~С assigned the St' 
soldiers as iпdi,.riltual replaceшents and not as шешЬеrs of орегаtіопаІ 
teaшs. Ву the ешt of the >var tl1ere were 200 SF' troopers advising sоше 
22,000 partisans.98 Маппеd сhіеЛу \vith aпti-comшLІnist partisans 
origiлating froш North Когеа, tl1e White Tigers were organized, trained апd 
led Ьу а select cadre of' А пn у j unioг officers, шаіnІу froш the infantry 
braлch, and operated froш islands іп the Yellow Sea. 

Іп addition to the nшneroLІs raids, ап ongoing attempt to establish base 
сашрs t'or gнerrilla operatioлs in the North \vas а perennial goal. McGhee ' s 
concept for developing the tightiпg potential of tl1e anti-Coшшuпist t'orces 
was to accoшplisl1 the tollowiпg three key tasks: 

І. Establish а шajor base оп Paengnyoпg-do, an islaпd just oft' the western 

coast of Noгth Korea's Hwaпghae Peninsula. 

2. Establisl1 а nюЬіІе base in North Когеа's eastern шонпtаіn гапgе. 

3. Establish а guerrilla training facility at Рнsап іп the south. 

McGhee organized his t'orces аІопg these conceptual Jiпes. lts tntssюп 
was: То condl!ct the guerrilla activities of inte\ligeпce, attгitioп, апd haven 
(setting up а gllerrilla base) in the eneшy's rear as well as provide тахітtІП1 
tactical sttpport to EUSA during its сошіпg advance to Jiberate Nortl1 
Korea.99 

97 f'inlaysoп, Gнen·illas іп Their Midst, Veritas, ARSOI: in Когеа: Рагt VI, 3. 
"" Malcom, Wl1ite Tigers: Му Secret War in Korea, 186. Опе sнch SF tгooper, 2І"Т Joseph М. 
Castro, \Vas the tirst Special Forces tгаіпеd oПlcer to die in combat. Castгo voluпteered tor 
combat dury іп Когеа and was assignecl to the 8240'h AU. Не was ki!le(] оп а гаіd in Noгtl1 
Korea on 17 Мау, 1953 wl1i!e Jeatling men of tl1e 2"d Pat1isaп lnfantгy Kegirneпt, UNP!K, 
ІІ'І1ісh was part of Wolf'pack 8. 
"" Piasecki, Soldier, Lcader, Traineг, Veritas, ARSOI: іп Ко1·еа: РаІі VI, 3 І. 
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KOREA 
t11~~Gt'>VfXJ 
д~,.;t()OM<"tt!t<;,. 

l'iguгe 1-22. Uпited Natioпs Рагtіsап Гorces, Korea (UNPI' K) Areas оfОрегаtіоп. 

One of tl1e first covert шissioпs, Орегаtіоп Virgiпia І, а sabotage missioп, 

was coпdнcted оп March 15, 195 J, Ьу tweпty partisans of Soнth Korea's 
officer candidate schoo] and fош advisoгs, tl1ree Ашеrісап, опе Вгіt. The 
missioп was to iпterdict ап enemy rail line; а]\ but five шешЬегs of the 
raidiпg party were killed with по evidence of any significant damage to the 
еnешу iпflicted . 100 

100 Malcom, White Tigers: Му Secгet War іп Korea, 134. Malcom 1·есошнs tl1at tl1e majority of' 
these аіг dгор 111issioпs were vігшаІІу sнicide, апd опе of tl1e great f~1ilings of' these missioпs 
~vas tl1e fact that tl1e ageпts ~vеге tшfamiliaг ~vitl1 t.he tеггаіп. Adtlitioпally, І1е states, tl1at the 
аігЬоте operations in Ваkег Secto1· werc an uпqнa litled tlisasteг. Available гесогds iпdicatc 
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Thousands ot' combat actions wеге plaпned апd executed Ьу the White 
Tigers t'rom secure bases. One very successful sabotage operation was 
conducted іп August 1952 Ьу шembers of Miscellaпeous AU based out ot' 
Агеа Leopard. The шіssіоп was to destroy а hydroelectric рІапt 40 шiles 
погth of Pyoпgyang. ЕагІіеr attempts at knockiпg out tl1e plant had t'ailed. 
Donkey-1 О agents, based froш Cho-do ін the Yello\;v Sea, just ot'f the coast 
ot'Nortl1 Korea, infiltгated into North Korea, and emplaced flares arouпd the 
plant. Guided Ьу the ligl1t fi·om the flш·es, the bombers destroyed the planr:
Hu11dгeds ot' similar small-scale гaids апd ambushes were launched froш 
bases іп the three opeгational areas. 
Ву the Slii11111Cf ot' 1951, tlle frol1t ІіІ1е had stabilized along tl1e зgtll 

Paгallelmaki11g сошЬаt opeгations more static. This situatio11 called t'ог the 
need ot' more tactical and less strategic intelligence. То meet tbis need the 
Tactical Сіаіsоп Offices (ПЛ) was created. The ТСО focused its et't'orts 011 
behi11d-the-lines HlJMINТ. Ci11e-Cгossers, as tl1ey wеге kпown, \Vere 
Коrеап шеп, vvomeп апd teeпagers who were Іе'і Ьу OS Апnу persoп11el. А 
typical TLO operatio11 sent Cine-Crossers behi11d-the-li11es dгessed іп North 
Коrеап stude11t clotl1es to gatl1er іпtеІІіgепсе 011 епеmу troop coпceпtratioпs, 
sнррІу depots, and movemeпts, which would serve as targets for Americaп 
bombiпg missions. 101 

The Wbite Tigers peгfoгmed missioпs іп Korea uпtil it was disl1aпded і11 

February 1954. Numbering over 20,000, some І 0,000 \vere transferred t.o 
the ROK Army afteг the cease fire . All told, the partisan operatioпs іп Korea 
aпюu11ted to 69,000 e11emy casualties, 950 prisoпers, 5,000 weapo11s, 2,700 
vel1icles апd 80 bridges destroye,i, і11 4,445 actioпs. The total cost to the lJS 
goverпmeпt: rougtІiy $1 ОО mіІІіоп. 102 Regar,iing the гоІе of SF іп the 
Korean War, Colonel Ben Маісот writes, 

·гhere was little questioп in ту miпd that the Special r'orces \vere the appropriate 
way to deal with рю1іsапs, guerrillas, апd iпdigeпous paraшilitary gгoLІps іп а 

limited war. It was the logical ехtепsіоп of tl1e OSS. It \vas the li nk пecessary to 
сапу tmcoпveпtioпal waгfare operatioпs fiom wlшt tl1ey had been in WWII into ап 
era іп which tl1e supeгpowers fought limited wars Ьу proxy. 103 

І 0'1' SFG (А) 

Special Forces came i11to existeпce оп Мау 19, 1952 with the 
establisl1шent of ННС, JOt1' Special Forces Gгoup with ал authorizatioп for 

that 393 аппеd partisaпs апd ageпts paгticipated і11 22 behiпd епешу line аігdгорs tJetweeп 
!)ecember 1950 апd АргіІ 1953. 
101 Piasecki, ·гhе Liпe-Cгossers. Veгitas, ARSOI' іп Когеа: Рш1 V!, 40 
10' Malcom, Wl1ite Tigers: Му Secгet Wаг іп Когеа, 192. 
103 lbid , 199. 
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122 officers and NCOs. When Colonel Bank assшned command on Juпe 19, 
1952, he had а grand total ot· seven NCOs and one vvarraпt oftїcer present 
for duty. Earlier that уеш·, Lt Colonel Blair and Colonel Volckmann had 
traveled extensively promoting the new вnit. Volвnteeгs had to Ье at 1east 
twenty-one years old, airborne qвalified or willing to become so, as well as 
sвbmit to p11ysica1 and psyc1ю1ogical testing. Additionally, as was hoped to 
bolsteг voluпteers, the Codge Act was passed whicl1 provided f'or the 
eпlistmeпt of up to 12,500 personnel. 1-!owever, the асtваІ recruitment fell 
qвite short of expectations. Ву the end of' 1952 опlу twenty-two Lodge Act 
persoппel l1ad Ьееп assigned to the 1 0'1' SFG. 104 

' [)овЬlе voluпteers ' (f'ог botl1 A irborпe and Special 1:orces tгaining) 

гeported to Smoke Bomb Ні! І and began their initial phase of' SF training. 
Ву Aвgust of 1952, the stгength of' 1 O'h Sf'G l1ad growп to 259 personnel. 
Bank and his staff' orgaпized the f'orce aloпg the OSS Operatioпal Group 
(OG) Ііпеs, whic11 coпsisted of 15 pe1·som1el : а commander, an execвtive 
оПісеr, апd thirteen NCOs wІю specialized in weapons and tactics, 
engineering апd explosives, radio commвпicatioпs, medica1, and operatioпs 
апd iпtel1igence fuпct ional агеаs. 

The Group' s mission concept was: ' 'То iпfїltrate its compoпent 

operatioпal detachments, Ьу air, sea, or Jaпd, to designated areas withiп the 
enemy's spl1erc of influeпce and organize the indigeпous gвerilla potential 
оп а quasi-military basis f'ог tactical and stratcgic exploitatioп in coпjunction 
with оиг Jand, sea, and аіг f'orces." 105 

Camp Mackall 

Small Uпit Тгаіпіпg апd FTXs vvere coпdвcted at Camp Mackall, NC, 
wl1ere Вапk аІопg witl1 other experienced oftїcers апd NCOs drew uроп 
their WWII апd Коrеап War experieпces to iпdoctriпate the пеw recrвits. 106 

1114 Tl1e U>dge Act (L.ш!gе-РІ1і ІЬіп), а US law dгaftet! pusl1et! tllГOtІgh Coпgress Ьу Seпator 
Непrу С . L.odge Jr. of MassaclнІsetts fot· tl1e eпlistmeпt of foreigп natioпa ls іпtо US military 
seгv ice. Т11е Lodge Act 1vas s igпed оп Juпe ЗО, 1950. Altlюugl1 tl1e Act gaiпed опІу а ft·actioн 
ot·~Yhat was available, it did gleaпmen like Сарtаіп l"шту ТІюrпе. ТІюrпе, а Іеgепdагу пате іп 

SІ". was а І7іппіsІ1 Commando in tl1e Witlter Wаг with Russia in tl1e 1940s, joined tl>e US Агту 
Ьу 1vay of" tl1e Codge Acr, joiпed tl1e 77'1' SFG (later the 7'1' SFG) in 1956, serve(! as Team 
Leader of А-734 іп the Mekoпg (lelta regioп , апt! fіпаІІу as SO<J's Ops Officet· ar Kham DLІc іп 
1965. ТІюше died 18 Oct, 1965 wl1e11 tl1e 11-34 І1еІісорtег сагrуіпg l1im crasiJeti in (!епsе fog 
aftet· ensuг ing l1is first ct·oss bordeг t·econ teatns l1ad infiltrated. 
10; Special f'orces Тгаіпіng Circular, ІЗ Мау, 1952. 
106 \JW tгaiпing evolved іпtо ап exercise called RоЬіп Sage. Іvh i cll was па1пеd atter Major Jепу 
М. Sage's daughteг. Маjог Sage was а СО! І OSS ageпt wІю \vas \vounded апd captured in 
r:·ebruary 1943 whi le blowiпg bri(iges Ьеhіщ! Gепе1·аІ ЕГ\\' іп Н.oшmel's І і пеs іп Noгtl1 Africa. 
Не posetf stJccessftJ IIy as а shoH!O\VIl aiпnan (апtі thtts avoit!etf Ьеіпg shor) and \Vas brougl1t 
inro Stalag Luft ІІІ in April 1943. Не was а gгeat Іеаdег апd was very active і п oгgaнizing апd 
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The eшphasis ot' tl1e trainiпg in the early I950s \<vas on suppoгting guerri!Ia 
operations because the шission that was envisioпed was assisting anti 
coшmunist, anti-Soviet resistance groups operating in пoп-Russiaп 

territories of Eastem and Ceпtral Ешоре occupied Ьу an iпvading Red 
Аrшу; just as OSS groups had aided aпti-fascist resistance groups behiпd 
German апd Japanese Iines in World War 11. After iпdividuai and SF 
tгaining were coшpleted, personпel received additional training thгoughoнt 
the US such as: шilitary шountaineering, pack шнІе transport, sшalJ boat 
operations, as weii as additional radio and шеdісаІ training. Ву April 1953, 
the Groнp had reached, largely throнgh the recruitiпg efforts of І O'h Groнp 
soJdiers, its authorized streпgth of І ,700 officers апd NCOs. TJ1e Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (JCS) had approved of the European war рІапs that 
incorporated the І 0'1' Sr'G and Bank поw readieli l1is Ciroup for deployшent. 

IO'h SFG (А) Moves to Bad Tolz 

Afler less than а yeat· and а haJГas а full SF Group, Baпk's шеn proved to 
the Arшy's satisfaction that tl1ey Ішd шastered tl1e skills of tl1eir new trade. 
Іп the sшшner of 1953, Donovaп visited Fort Bragg to iпspect the troops of 
the пеw І 0'1' Special Forces Group. Iшpressed aft.er а day of· briefiпg апd 
deшonstrations, Donovaп recognized that they l1ad adopted tl1e legacy of' 
OSS Special Operations. "You have revived precious шешоrіеs," І1е said as 
he Ieft. "You are the offspriпg oftl1e OSS." 107 Оп NоvешЬег \І, І953, half' 
of the І 011 ' SF Group was lieployed to Bad Toiz, West Gепnапу. There the 
Group prepared to support resistance пюvemeпts апd orgaпize guetтil la 

forces iпside the Soviet-Warsaw Pact паtіопs of Eastern Europe. ТІ1е other 
halt' reшained at Fort Bragg, where it was redesigпated as tl1e 77'1' SF Groнp . 
The split of tl1e 1 Otl' апd the 77t11 was the tirst sigп that SF had established 
itself as ап integral part of the Arшy's basic structure. For the rest of the 
1950s, SF would grovv slowly but coпsisteпtiy . 

Ву І958, the basic operationai unit of SF had evolved іпtо а І2-шаn tеаш 
known as the SF ODA. Each шешЬеr of tl1e tеаш ··· two ofiicers, two 
operatioпs and intelligence sergeants, two weapons sergeants, two 
cotшnunications sergeants, two шedics and two engiлeers - wеге trained in 
нnconventional warfare, were cross-traiпed іп each otl1er's specialties, and 
spoke at Ieast one foгeign langнage. This coшposition allowed each 
detachшent to орегаtе if necessary in two six-man teaшs, or split-A teaшs . 

executing escape attempts. Atrer escaping t'rom South Camp twice, the Geгmaпs got tiгed ot· f1 is 
tгouble-makiпg апd seпt l1im to tl1e lJ.S. Агmу огtїсег's camp, ОПаg 64. Не аgаіп escaped 
~vheп this сшnр was evacнatell іл Jaвuaty 1945 апd got hшпе еаt· Іу tl1гougl1 the Кнss і ал Ііпеs. 

АГtег WWII, COL Sage became tl1e commaпder oftl1e І Oth SГ Gгoup. 
107 Вапk, Ггоm OSS to Gгсеп Beгets , 186. 
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On Oct. 30, 1960, аІІ SF Groups were reorganized uпdег the combat arms 
regimeпtal system. І'' Special Forces Regimeпt was orgaпized іп 

recogпitioп of its lineage \vitl1 the First Special Service Force of World War 
11. 

Vietпam War 

The Yietпam Wаг was the legacy of France's failure to suppress 
nationalist forces іп Indochina as it struggled to restore its colonial dominion 
after Woгld War \1. 108 Vietnam, 1-aos, аші Cambodia ha<.i Ьееп а part of tl1e 
J~'rench соІопіа! empire since the late 1800s. Ін 1940. Japaпese f<'oгces 

iпvaded Vietnam апd left tl1e French colonial administгation iпtact. 

Vietпamese пatioпalists rallic(i to Japan, but Но Chi Міпh апd his 
commuпist iпsuгgeпts. the ~7iet Min/1 aligned themse\ves with the Allies. 
Ошіпg Woг\d War 11 іп Vietпam, the Yiet Minh Jaвпched а lo>v-leve\ rural 
іnsвгgепсу agaiпst tl1e Yichy F'reпcl1 allthorities who were goverпiпg the 
соІопіеs uпdег Japaпcse supeгvisioп. 

Thc tJ.S. Aпny's tirst eпcouпters with Но Chi Міпh were brief' апd 
sympathetic. Ошіпg World War ІІ , Ho's aпti -Japaпese resistaпce tighters 
helpeti to rescвc downcd American pilots апd fшпisl1ed iпf'ormatioп оп 

Japaпese Гогсеs in Indochina. 109 In JвІу 1945, ап OSS team code-пamcd 
Deer, parachвted into пorthern Yietлarn to assist Ho ' s iпsшgeпts. 110 The 
Dcer mission, consistiпg of tl1ree Americans, опе Frcпchmaп, апd two 
Vietпamese trained the Viet МіпІ1. AJ'teг the def'eat оГ Jарап, the OSS !еЛ: 
Vietпam. Но Chi Minl1, taking advantage of tl1e political vасuшл, l1astily 
oгganized tl1e Yiet Mint1 as а natioпalist front, masking its Comnшnist 
Jeadersl1ip in ordcr to арреаІ to broad patгiotic seпtimeпt. 111 І! о moved оп 
Напоі, wl1ich ГеІІ to l1im іп September, І 945, wl1ile French апd varioвs 
Гactions іп the sout\1 struggled tor роwег іп Saigon. Five уеагs \ater, Army 
advisers of the пеwІу formed U.S. Military Assistaпce Advisory Group 
(MAAG), Indocl1 ina, were aiding France against the Yiet Minh. 

Fol\owiпg thc defeat of Jарап in Allgust 1945, апd despite Ameгican 
disapproval , t!Je Fгench returпed to stake theiг c\aim over lndochina, and 
began а protracted 'Nar wittJ the Yiet Minh for control of Yietпam. The 
revolution in Vietпam began in December 1946 aftcr the Yiet Міпh 

'"R СМІ-1 , Т11е US Апnу in Vietпam . б 19. 
"''' lb id. 
"" Additionally, seveп OSS ageпts , commaпded Ьу l.TC А. Реtег Dewey, Janded іп Saigon in 
огdег to searcl1 fог шissing Aшericans and gatl1er intelligence. Mistaking Ое"•еу fог а 

F'reпcl1man, tl1e Viet МіпІ1 killed l1im іп an шnbusl1 \VI1ile І1е was attemptiпg t.o Jeave Saigoп . 

Не was tl1e fit·st of 60.000 Атегісапs to die theгe. 
111 Kaгnow, Yietпam А Histшy, 152. 
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Goverшnent and the Fгench authorities failed to arгive at а шutually 

agreeable compromise concerning Vietnam's future. 
The rеЬеІІіоп began witl1 guerrilla warfare, but later developecl into а 

coшbination of guerrilla and regнlar warfare .112 However, after the 
Coшmunist victory of 1949 іп China, and with the oнtset of the war іп 

Korea in 1950, Pгesideпt Trшnan aшended America's approach to France ' s 
war in lndochina agaiпst Но Chi Міпh, Ьу adding а пеw dimensioп to US 
foreign роІісу , the global coпtaiшnent of Commuпism. Іп 1950, Trumaп 
seпt the Military Assistaпce Advisory Group (МАЛО) to Vietnam to assist 
F'rench forces шкі oversee the use of $1 О million woгth of US equipment. 
Aid to tl1e French dramatically increased annually and woнld апюнnt to оvег 
$2 billion Ьу 1954. 

Атегісаn officials disagreed over the seгiousness of the gнеrгіІІа tl1reat, 
the prioгity to Ье accorded political or r··· 

J ' -... .. · ,_~~ 

military measнres , ащі the need fог ··(>/v':rv- .. N6rth· ( China 
special coнnter gнen-illa training Гог ·\ ·· . .", ·' .: , 1• • ··' ''"'>..... 

~ · \.. ;v ·нЯnam "'""" 
the Soнth Vietnamese Army. ОпІу а < .. Di'" в.щі'Р!щ' \ , , • • \ ",.;.. 

haпdf'ul of the MAAG's advisers hali '<~",.~ - > . :::;t{~ ·h~'· 
Persoпa] ехре1·іепсе in '·~ , <·>; 

)І / " Gult· of" 
coнnterinsuгgeпcy warfare. Laos ~- · ( Толkш 
То compouпd matters, MAAG's ''іс"ь""" ..... "~~ ) , , _115 "..,,w"". ' . ·' 

att.empts at forming а Soutl1 "' •5 ' '\ "' А"'"''• '- '""' ,,., ,, 
'V"' \ \ .. :. 

Vietпamese Army was ef'f'ectively ., '-.. ·, Ge"""" ІХnтшrюн Lrм 1 V . ..:~r22 July. 195" 

resisted anli stym ied Ьу tl1e Freпcl1 1 \, ., .• ,~'"' ''_ '"''І'І ) 
arrogaпt соІопіаІ mentality. Provided Thailand '\"t · .. <~"' . ,., 0•N••щ 
with aircraft, arti!Jery, tanks, vehicles, l ( ·. 
weapons, and otl1er eqнipmeпt and } J· : ; 
sнpplies the French did not tail for Jr- ··~·~..,.....,_":'""-')л."/{ . 
\Vant of eqнipmeпt . Instead, they put f ) 

American aid at the service ot' а \ ( . • · 
h І d .(:: , і, 1 ), .~ 

tlawed stгategy t at soug 1t to CJeat '~ '\' Cambodia ,.. ... _/.) . . s_ovtJ 
the elusive Viet Minll in set-piece ' Рhrюш• г·; . '• . . 
ь ttl ь t І t d t lt. t th ·•' ,. Р«й• .., •.'", ' Vtetn:am 
а es, u пеg ес е о сн 1va е е , "'·•''""--.і" ~§"!ІІІ~' 

loyalty апd support ofthe Vietnamese ·c/ .... \'z ··:::"11~ , · 

реорІе . Regardiпg the F'rench f'orces ~J ... _'\.~: sourh China 

іп Vietnam, Robert Taber writes, .. , Sca 

Wlшt they failed to realize initially was tl1at, altlюugh they COІltrolled the •·oads, they 
wеге fighting ап enemy that had по пееd of roads, Ьеіпg vvithoнt traпsport or heavy 
aгtillery to move. They seized stroпg points, but these strong poiпts commandcd 
nothiпg, sіпсе the епеrпу was поt stationary Ьнt flнili and offered no coпtest for 

11 2 Casebook іп lпsLІгgcncy, 25. 
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stгong points or for territory. 1-'or where tl1e І·'геnсh were figl1tiпg to control the 
natioпal territory - that mcant to occupy it - the gucrrillas were iпtercstcd опІу іп 
wіппіпg tl1e population. Note: this is tl1e esseпtial coпtrast between coпventioпal 1vаг 
апd guerrilla 1var. 113 

Тоо f'ew in numbeг to provi(ic more tl1an а veneer of' security in most 
rural areas, tl1c French \\1сге unable to sнppress thc gнeпillas or to preveпt 
the нпdеrgгонпd Commнnist shadow governmeпt f'rom reappeariлg 

whenever French torces left one area to tight elsewl1ere. In 1954, the 
commaпdiпg general ot' Frcпch f'orces іп Indochina, Geпeral Непrі Navarгe, 
allo\ved the United States to seпd liaison otricers to Vietпamese f'orces, Ьнt 
it was too late. The f'all of' Dien Bien Рhн оп 7 Мау, 1954, epitomized the 
shortcomiпgs of' French strategy. Follo\ving the Freпch def'eat, реасе 

пegotiations began in Geneva and hastened F'raпce's disengagemeпt from 
Indochiпa. Оп 20 Jнly, France and the Yiet Міпh agreed to епd hostilities 
and to divide Yietnam temporarily іпtо two zoпes at the 17'1' parallel (Figшe 
1-22 above). The Geneva Aгmistice Agreemeпt separated Vietnam into the 
пorth undeг Но Cl1i Minh, апd the sot.Іth undeг Вао Dai, the former emperor 
of Yietnam. 114 

Іп І 954, Eisenhoweг pledged economic aid to assist tl1e government of' 
Soutl1 Vietпam іп dcvc!opiпg апd mаіпtаіпіпg а strong viablc state wl1ich 
woнld Ье capable of rcsisting sнbveгsion and aggrcssion through military 
meaпs. With American economic aid, tl1e Soutl1 began to prosper. Def'eпsive 
measures were enhanced in 1955 when the US aloпg >vith several Asian 
пations signe(i а collective def'ense treaty аrкі foпned SEATO - South East 
Asia Treaty Oгganization . The North's response was to sнbvert the Soutl1's 
goveгnment throнgh teпorism and іпsшgепсу. And Ьу 1960, virtually all of 
Soutl1 Vietnam ha(i become а combat zопе. 
Оп Janнary б, 1961, Nikita Khгнshchev, the Рrешіег ofthe Soviet Uпіоп, 

made official what the woгld l1ad kno1vп for some time. Не announced that 
the Soviet lJnion stands behind апd supports wl1at he called, ·'wars of' 
liberation." Ву tl1is Khrнshchev meaпt tl1at insurgeпt асtіоп, consisting оГ 
subversion апd covert aggressioп agaiпst the coпstituted govemments of tl1e 
free world, would bring іп new territory нпdеr commнnist domiпatioп. ТІ1с 

lJS, нpholdiпg its tiгm stance agaiпst Commнnism, contiпued to provide 
ссопоmіс апd military assistance to Soutl1 Vietпam tl1гougl1 thc MAAG 
program. Іп tt1e Iate 1950s, US policy-rnakers had an opportнnity to observe 
the strнgglc of Ft·ance with the insшgents апd to become f'amiliar witl1 thc 

11 3 Таl1ег, War ofthe Flea: ТІ1е Classic StщJy оГ Gueпilla 'Narfaгe. б І. 
1" Т11е US refнsed to sigп the Ассогd 'vh icl1 stipнlated, amoпg otl1er tl1iпgs, sucl1 as tl1e 
\Vitll(Jrawal of'tl1e ГгеnсІ1 І'огсеs fгom Vietпшn, that Шl overall (NOІ1il апd Soutl1) free еІесtіоп 
was to Ье held Ьу 1956. Pгesideпt Diem гefused to comply wci tll this stipulatioп. 
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political and шilitary situatioп in Vietnaш. It was also duгing Нюsе уеагs 
tlшt tl1e U.S. Аrшу Specia1 Forces саше into existence. 115 

First in Asia 

The І sr Special Forces Group (А) \Vas activated at Сашр Drake (near 
Tokyo), Japan, on 24 June, 1957. 116 l"ater that year, 1'' SF Group sent 
Detachшent А-14 to Soнth Vietnaш to begin the training of iпdigenoнs 
personnel at Nha Trang. Іп the sншшеr апd fall of that уеаг, 58 indigenous 
persoпnel receiveli сошшаndо trainiпg froш А- І 4, and Ьесаше the пuс1енs 
of the Soнth Vietnaшese І st Ol)servation Groнp. СРТ Harry G. Craшer Ji"., 
the Теаш Ceader of А-14, died dнring а trainiпg exercise on tl1e 21 '' of 
October, J 957, шaking hіш the first Green Beret to die іп Vietnaш. Саtег 

that year, foJlowing additioпal trainiпg, the 1 5' Observation Groнp reacl1ed а 
strengtl1 of 400 coшшandos. This пеw нnit constitнted Soнth Vіеtпаш 's 
gнerilla fighting capal1ility. In Noveшber of' 1961, the нnit was redesigпated 
the Vietпaшese 77'11 Gгонр. 

Coveгt Operatioпs іп Vietnaш 

As рагt ofthe Natioпal Secшity Act of 1947, the СІЛ was created апd 
later assigпed responsibility for covert operations. The СІЛ Ьесаше the sole 
proprietor of' UW operations, and in J 956 Ьеgап operatiпg іл Vietnaш нnder 
the prograш eлtitled the J·їrst Observatioпs Groнp. This prograш orgaпized 
gнerilla f()rces іп Qнапg Tri province. A1thoнg!J tl1e forces gathered нndег 
this progгam were considered Гог gнerilla warfare in the North, for lack of 
interest it пever got of't' the groнnd . 

Ву the tіше Keпnedy took office in 1960, the Co1d War had shifted to the 
Third World. Coшшнnists sougl1t to control iпdependence moveшents але! 
aпti-co1onial gнerгilla vvars throнgh "wars of пatioпalliberatioп . " Presideпt 

Kenпedy savv the Specia1 Forces as poteпtial1y eftective agents of coнnter

insшgency. Kennedy provided the Special Forces with increasecl гesoнrces 
апd status and a1lowed theш to becorne tl1e first Arnericaп so1diers to wear 
berets, fог which they Ьесаше рорн1аr1у kпown as "the Greeп Berets." 

Ін the 1960s, Special Forces Groнps, now eшphasizing сонпtеr

іпsшgепсу tactics, апd the шн1tiplier effect of having 12-шаn А Теашs, 

" 5 Vietпam Studies, 1961-1971, СМН Pнblication 93, 3. 
"" Р' SFG \'las inactivated 28 June, 1974, at Fort Bragg, Not111 Carolina апd speпt ten уеагs 
lioпnant until it \Vas activateli аgаіп 4 September. 1984, at Foгt l,e\vis, Wasltingtoп. І" SFCi 
hokis tl1e p011eпtous distiш:tioп of l1aving tl1e fiгst and last Special f'oгces men killed in 
Yietnшn: срт· !Іап·у Crameг killeli 21 ОсtоЬег 1957 anli SGT f'гeli Mick killell 12 October 
1972; as well as the first mап . sr:·c Nathan СІ1арmап killed 4 Jaпuary, 2002, іп At'gi1aнistan. 
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which could assist or \ead iпdigenoнs torces of нр to 500 men, advised ог 
actнally toнght agaiпst Coпшшnist-inspired gнerгillas іп Latiп America апd 
Southeast Asia. Witnessiпg this capability, the President demaпded тоге 
action in Yietnam, anci the СІЛ арреагеd to hirn as dragging tl1eir feet. 
Followiпg the Вау of Pigs debacle of 17-19 Apri l, 1961 , Kennedy gave the 
СІЛ а vote of по coпfidence at plaпning and executing covert paramilitary 
operatioпs. 117 Within t\>.'O шonths, the Presideпt transferred execнtive braпch 
respoпsibility for execнting UW operations fгom the СІЛ to the Pentagoп. 118 

And within а year, the fraшework necessary for the military to take over 
орегаtіопs in Yietпam vvould Ье estab1ished. 

White Star 

Project White Star began іп 1959 as Operatioп Hotfoot with t11e 
deploymeпt of І 07 Greeп Berets of the 77'h Special f'orces С.іrонр (later 
desigпated the 7'1' SFG іп Мау 1960). tJпder the command of LTC Arthur 
О. "Bull" Simons, adtiitioпal SF A-Detachmeпts Гrom І" SFG (А) were seпt 
as White Star grew as а pгoject operatiпg uпder the gнise of MAAG Laos. 
The purpose оГ the project was to train tl1e Н.оуаІ Laotiaп Army as well as 
i ndigeпous КІш, Нтопg, апd Уао tribesmeп to destroy t\1e Pathet Lao 
commuпist insurgeпcy. 

Later, White Star' s mission parameters expaпdecl to іпсІнdе operatioпs 
agaiпst the NV А, wl1ich was usiпg Laos as а staging апd resupp1y area tог 
its opcrations in South Vietпam . At the project ' s height іп early 1962, it had 
гeached а total ot' 433 SF persoпnel. SF troopers used а variety of weapons 
in Laos, iпcludiпg the МІ and М2 carbiпes, аІопg witl1 tl1e МЗ .45 саІ 

grease guпs, апd British Steп guпs . Heavy weapoпs consisted of' 81Ішп 
mortars (without sights) апd 75 tшn recoilless riЛes. 119 White Star proved to 
Ье а traiпiпg grouпd for what would Ііе ahead in Yietпam, пamely Foreign 
Iпterпal Defense (F/0), and couпteriпsurgeпcy (COIN). 

Althougl1, geopolitically White Star proved iпefTectual, the experiences 
gaiпed fгom it provided much wealth to tl1e SF Teams iпvo1ved . Overa\1, 
White Star was successftІ I at cleariпg southerп Laos, паmеІу the Bolovens 
Plateau, from insurgeпt activity, and Ьеgап to strike at the Но С!1 і Minh 
Trail, the NV А ceпter ot' gravity. However, the project met its LІПtimely 

death at the hands of the Geneva Accords of 1962 '"'hich declared Laos а 
пeutra\ state. 

11 7 It 1vas the 7J11' Special f7orces Gгoup, who, in 1961, tгаіпеd tl1e iпfantrymaн апd paratгoopeгs 
оГВгіgаdе 2506, іп NicaгagtJa апd GtJatamala, fог tl1e ргераrаtіоп oftl1e invasion of'Cuba at the 
Вау of Pigs . 
118 Slшltz, Т11е Secгet Wаг Against. Напоі, 18. 
11'' Stanton, Т11е Greeн Berets at Wаг, 30. 
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The 6th and 8t1' SF Groups 

The 6t1' Special Forces Group was activated in 1963 at Fort Bгagg, Noгth 
Carolina. lts area ot' operation was Southwest Asia, particulaгly lraq апd 
І гал. It also sent teams TDY to Soutl1east Asia . Мапу ot' tl1e І 03 original 
Son Тау raiders wеге voluпteers t'rom 6th SF Group. Tl1e 8tl1 Special Forces 
Gгoup was activated in 1963 at Fort Gulick, Рапаmа Сапа! Zопе. The 
primary mission ot' 8th Group vvas counteriпsurgeпcy traiпiпg tor the armies 
ot' Latin America. А mobile training team (МТТ) from the 8th Special 
Forces Group tr·aiпed and advised the Boliviaп Raпger Battalioп that 
captшed апd killed Che Gнevara in the t'all ot' 1967. Prior to that, MTTs 
t'rom tl1e 8th Group trained counteriпsurgent units іп Veпezнela, Colombia 
and Ecuador that killed three ot' Che Gнevara's lieuteлants whom he had 
persorшlly dispatched to those three nations to t'oment revolutioпs. The 6'1' 
Sf' Group was deactivated іп 1971. А уеаг later, the 811' SJ7 Group was 
Lieactivateti іп 1972. 

Viet Cong 

The Natioпal Ciberation Froпt t'or South Vietnam, also kлown as the Viet 
Cong, was а political and military organization based іп South Vietnam (anLi 
Cambodia) that fought tl1e Govemment of tl1e Republic ot' Vietnam (Soнth 
Vietпam) and its ally, the llnited States, in tl1e Vietnaш War froш 1959 to 
І 975. The Viet Cong insuгgency t'oнght Soнth Vietnamese and Ameгican 
t'orces оп two t'ronts: an armed coпflict апLі а political battle for the l1earts 
апd miпds of villagers іп rural Soнth Vietnam. Initially, the insшgency used 
subversive апd terrorist tactics to destabilize tl1e South Vietпamese 

govemmeпt, but began to use gнerrilla \Varf'are and eventually large 
conventioпal military нпіts, following іпсгеаsеd intervention Ьу tl1e Oпited 
States. 120 The Natioпal Libeгation Гrопt (NCF) or Viet Cong was the North 
Vietnamese spoпsored iпsurgency іп South Vіеtпаш. Гrош а strength of 
approxiшately 5,000 at the start of І 959, the Viet Coпg's raпks grew to 
about І 00,000 at the end of 1964. ТІ1е nшnber of intiltrators alone duriпg 
that period \Yas estimated at 4 І ,ООО. 

The growtl1 of the insнrgeпcy reflected not опІу North Vietпam's skill іл 
intiltratiпg mеп and weapoпs, Ьнt Soнth Vietnaш's іпаЬіІіtу to coпtrol its 
porous borders, as well as Diem's failш·e to develop а credible pacitlcation 
prograш to reduce Viet Сопg influeпce in tl1e countryside. 121 As Viet Cong 
шilitary streпgth increased, attacks against the paramilitary t'orces, and 

"" Casebook in lпsuгgeпcy апd Revolutionaгy Wагfаге Volttme І!. 
1 ~ 1 СМН , Лю US Army in Vietпam, 627 . 
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occasionally agaiпst the Soнth Vietnamese Аrшу, became пюrе freqнent . 

Мапу of tl1ese attacks were condнcted to оЬtаіп Cllllipment, aпns, апd 
аттнпіtіоп, Ьнt all were hailed Ьу tl1e gueгrillas as evideпce of the 
goverшnent's іпаЬіІіtу to protect its citizeпs. 

Regaгding tl1is central tenet of sнccessfнl insшgency, Rober·t Taber 
observes, 

Witl1out tl1e conseпt апсІ active aid of the people, the guerrilla \VOuld Ье merely а 
bandit, and could not long survive. If, on the other hand, the cotшteriпsuгgeпt сонІd 
claim this samc suppoгt, thc gucгilla woвld not cxist, bccause tl1erc woнld Ьс no \var, 
no revolнtion. The cause vvoнld have evaporated; tl1e рорuІаг irnpнlse toward гаdісаІ 
chaпge ····· cause ог no cause ····· wottld Ьс dead. 122 

The Viet Сопg tl1rived оп their access to апd control of the реорІе, who 
foпned the nюst importaпt part of their support base. The рорнlаtіоп 
pгovided botl1 есопошіс апd rnanpower геsошсеs to sustaiп апd expand the 
insuгgeпcy. Political agitatioп апd military activity also qнickeпed іп the 
Ceпtral Highlaпds, where Viet Сопg ageпts recrнitecl arnong tl1e 
Montagпard tгibes. 123 

Viet Cong military forces varied frorn village guerrillas, who were 
faпners Ьу day апd figl1ters Ьу night, to fнll-time professioпal solcliers. 
Orgaпized іпtо sqнads and platoons, part-time guerrillas had several military 
functioпs. They gatl1ered iпtelligence, passing it on to district or provincial 
authorities; they pгoselytized, propagandized, recruited, and provided 
secшity for ІосаІ cadres. They recoпnoiteгed the battlefield, served as 
porters апd gLІides, created diversions, evacнated woнnded апd retrieved 
weapons. Their very presence апd watchfLІlпess in а haшlet or village 
iпhibited tl1e population from aidiпg the goverпшent. Soon after John f'. 
Kenпedy Ьесаше President іп 196 І, he shaгply increased militaгy and 
есопошіс aid to Soнth Vietnaш to І1еІр Піеш tiefeat the gгowiпg 

insшgeпcy. 

Stгategic НашІеt апd СШG Prograrns 

ln order to eliminate the aпned revolutionaгy nюvешепt oftl1e Viet Сопg, 
the lJS strategy in Soutl1 Vietnam aшouпted to two iпitiatives: tl1e Strategic 
НашІеt ргоgгаш апd the СіvіІіап Irregнlю· Defeпse Group (CIDCi). The 
Лrst, рІаппеd l)y tl1e СІЛ, апd coпducteti largely Ьу the Агшу of the 
Republic of Vietnatn (ARVN), iпvolved the f'orced removal оГ Vietпamese 
from their villages to reside in what amounted to агтеd defensive camps 

122 ·гаЬег, Т11е War oftl1e ГІеа: ТІ1е Classic SttJdy of Gueпilla Warfaгe. 12. 
113 Мту Militaty Histoty, Т11е US Army in Vietnam,624. 
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called Strategic Haшlets. The prograш was а revision to Dieш ' s rural 
coшшunity developшent prograш he began іл 1959 іл order to preveлt the 
Viet. Cong :f'roш assuшiлg coпtrol ofthe peasaпt population. 

The second, also developecl Ьу the СІЛ, was the СШG prograш, which 
sought to coнnter the encгoaching Viet Cong Ьу developing Soнth 

Vietnaшese irregular шilitary t'orces Пот шіпоrіtу рорнІаtіолs. Оне to the 
corrнptioп in Dieшs' adшiлistration, tl1e Strategic Haшlet program was, іп 
short, ап atteшpt to traпslate the newly articнlated theory ot' counter
iпsurgeпcy іпtо operational reality, апd as sLІch t'ell t'ar short ot' its goals . 124 

However, the СШG prograш was а great StІccess. And t'ollowiпg Оре1·аtіоп 
Switchback in 1963, operational coпtrol ot' the рrоgшш was transt'eпeli 

fгош the СІА to Militaгy Assistaпce Сошшапd Vіеtпаш (MACV). 125 

МАСУ >vas createli іп F-'ebrLІary of 1962, and l1eadquartered іп Saigoп іл 
оnіег to command апd coпtrol the Ьшgеопіпg advisory and assistaпce 

efforts. 
Facing troнble spots іп Latin Ашеrіса, АГrіса, and Soнtheast Asia, JFK 

took а keen iпterest in the lJS Агшу's Special Forces, l'elieviпg that theiг 
skills in нncoпveпtional warfare vvere well sLІiteci to coLІntering iпsшgcncy. 
Dшing l1is Лrst year in office, he increased the streпgtl1 of tt1e Special 
Forces froш aboLІt 1,500 to 9,000 and autlюrized theш to \vcar а distiпctive 
grcen beret. In t.hc sаше ycar І1е greatly eпlarged tl1eir гоІе іп SoLІtl1 

Vietпam. 126 ТІ1е CIDG prograщ tl1e пашс given to the paramilitary counter
insurgeпcy eftort in Vietnam, Ьеgап in Darlac province in late 1961. Jt 
proved to l'e опе of tl1e cl1ief' woгks of tlle Special Forces іп Vietnaш. Тl1сге 
\verc two рrіпсіраІ reasoпs Гог the creation ofthe CIDG prograш. 

First, the US Missioп іп Saigoп believed tl1at а раrашіІіtагу f'orce shoLІid 
Ье developed fюrn tl1e miпority groнps of SoLІtl1 Vietпam in order to 
strengthen апd broaden the coнntcrinsuгgeпcy effort of t.he Vietлaшese 

goverпmeпt. Second, the Moпtagпards апd other шinority groLІps \Vere 
prime targets for Cornшнпist propagaпda. This was partly Ьесанsе of tl1e ir 

124 Pentagoп Рарегs, lV, В 2. ТІ1е Strategic Hamlet program wl1icl1 Ьеgап in 1961 was exposet! 
as пеаrІу а complete failнre followiпg Diem 's assass ination іп 1963. Seveгal pгoblems plagued 
tl1e Stгategic Hamlet program wiІiciJ consisted ot' at least tl1e f(JIIowiпg: most peasants wеге 
Bнdt!l1ists whicl1 pгacticed апсеstог woгsl1ip, апd tl1eir relocatioп pгeveпted tl1is. This аІопе 
made it extгemely uпpopulaг \Vit\1 tl1e реорІе; 1iisplaced villagers lacked adeчuate security fi·om 
the УС ; l)iem 's щimiнistratioп \vas teгribly сопнрt, апd was kno,vn to гецніrе tl1e peasaпts to 
puгchase tl1e sнpplies пecessary fог buildiпg the hшnlets \vl1icl1 l1ad alгeally Ьееп pгoviliell Ьу 
tf1e lJS. lt is estimated that fewer thaп 20% of rl1e 8600 l1amlets mct dct'ensive гeadiпess апd 
coпditioпs woгthy of sucl1 fuпdiпg to the p1·oject. Overall it was the іпаЬіІіtу of tl1e lJS to 
іпdнсе reform апd епsuге the correct executioп ot.the ргоgгаm tl1at led to failнre. 
' 2' Operatioп S\vitclilJack was tl1e орегаtіоnаІпате giveп to tl1e traпsJ'eгence оІ' respoпsibility 
fог ove11 LJW рагаmіІіtшу act.ivities from tl1e СІА to МАСУ, as specified Ьу NSA 
Memoгaпdtml 57. 
1 ~ 6 Slшltz, Т11е Secгet War Agaiпst Ншюі, 6. 
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dissatisfaction with the Vietпamese goveгnment, and it vvas important to 
preveпt the Viet Cong trom recruiting tl1em апd takiпg complete control of 
tl1eir large апd strategic laпd holdings. 127 

The origins of the CIDG program (initially called the Village Oefense 
Program VOP) began when the СІЛ Station Chief, William Colby, sent 
David Nuttles, Captain Pho (Diem's СІЛ), and an SF medical sergeant into 
one of tl1e chief Rhade tribal villages, Buon Enao. 128 When they arrived they 
found that tl1e VC had been extorting mo11ey and food from them, and the 
chieftain's daLІgl1ter lay іІІ . Through Nuttle's tluent Rhade a11d tl1e SF-' 
medic's expertise, the chieftain agгeed to cooperate, апd the program got off 
the gгоLІпd. The flrst Green Berets to begin 011 tl1e program were СРТ 
Roпald А. Shackleton and half of' А-ІІЗ. Т11е team had Ьее11 diverted fтom 
their МТТ mission in l.aos, and tlown up to Вап Ме Thout ftom Saigoп on 
an uпmaгked СІ А С-46 with Chinese Natioпalist pilots. They landeli 011 14 
l;'ebrLІary, 1962, and got tl1e progratn LІnder way. 

lJnlike tl1e Strategic Hamlet Program, thc Montagnards would rcmai11 in 
their ow11 villages апd rcceive modcm weapoпry and defcnsive tactics to 
dcfend theiг lюmcs апd families -- sometl1ing Dicm's program never did. 
lJpon arrival, А-ІІЗ qLІickly set out to establish Buon Enao's defensive 
perimeteг Ьу constrLІcting defensivc works. inclLІding fences and shelteгs. А
ІІЗ furthcr coпducted security patrols and weapo11s training. Aliditioпal A
Teams were brought іп: А-2ІЗ at BLІon Но; А-214 at Buon Мі Ga, and А
ЗЗ4 at BLІon Don Bak trom І st SFG; \-Vith А-2 at Ban Don trom 511' SFG. 129 

The program 's success was expanded to encompass the neighboring 
villages. 
Ву AugLІst of 1962, these flve SF A-Teams Ішd organized 200 additional 

Moпtagnaгd villages whicl1 eпcompassed а popLІlation of І 0,000 Rhade 
tribesmen. That same mo11th, А-ІІЗ was replaced Ьу СРТ Тегrу О. 

Cordell's А-ЗЗ4 (І st SFG) from Oki11awa. СРТ Cordell, а Citadel graduate, 
quickly won the respect of the Rl1ade tribe. Іп October that уеаг, the УС 
conductecl ап attack agai11st Buo11 Епао' s defenses. СРТ Cordell, wl1ile 
directing fires from ап Air Force Т -З8, -vvas shot down in plai11 vievv ot' tl1e 
defenders. The enгaged Rhade quickly couпt.erattacked апd defeated the VC. 
Realizing the prograш 's tuture pote11tial to пegate VC activity, it was 
expanded country-wide and its name chaпged ftoш the Village Defense 
Program (VDP) to the СіvіІіал Irregular Defense GroLІp (CIDG) Рrоgгаш. 130 

127 Vietnam Studies, 1961-197 1, СМН Publ icatioп93, 19. 
12R Pratios, Lost Crusatleг: ТІ1е Secгet Wars ofCIA Directoг William СоІЬу, 85. 
" 9 Staпtoп, Gгееп Beгets at Wаг, 46. 
' 311 Sl1ackletoп, Village Defeпse, І 38. 
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CIDG Сашрs 

The Special Forces teaшs seeшed tailoг-made t'or the CIDG prograш, and 
the SoLІth Vietnaшese declared Darlac province sесше. 131 AlthoLІgh, the 
ргоgrаш was а SLІccess, and greatly iпcreased the presence ot' Special F orces 
in Vietnaш, паnе the less it >vas opposed Ьу the Diem goverпment, 

particLІlaгly becaLІse the SoLІth Vietnamese goverшneпt feared the traiпing 
and arшing of its ind igeпoLІs popLІlatioп. Іп the early шonths of 1962, an 
additioпal eight А-Теашs had been coшшitted to Colby's project. lnitially, 
аІІ in-coLІntry SF teaшs \VСГС attached to MAAG. The І 51 , 511', шк1 7111 Special 
F'orces Grcюps Ішd been pгoviding teaшs on а six шonth ТОУ basis. 

ln FеЬшагу 1962, tl1e Joint Chiefs of Staff established the United States 
МіІіtагу Assistance Coшmand, Vietnaш (USMACV) in Saigon as the senioг 
American шilitary head(]LІarters in SoLІth Vietnam. General PaLІl D. Harkins 
was appointed its fiгst commander. Ву September 1962, in order to contгol 
all in-coLІntry lJS SF teams, MACV cгeated the lJS Апnу Special Forces 
(Provisional) Vietпam. СоІопеІ George Mortoп , the tirst comшander ot' 
lJSASF(P)V, began to commaпd and contтol all Special Forces personnel in 
Vietnam, and coпtiпued to t·otate A-Teams f'rom Okiпawa and Fort Bгagg 
into the camps. Operational сопtтоІ to inciLІde all CIDG camps was 
complete Ьу January, 1963. То assist witl1 the CIDG strike camps, СоІопеІ 
Moгton eпlisted the engineeгing expertise oftwo lJS Navy Seabee Techпical 
Assistance Teams. These teams, along with civil aft'airs advisors, provided 
invaiLІaЬie scrvices and resoLІrces, and greatly contriЬLІted to the sLІccess ot· 
the CIDG strike сашрs. 
То detect апd impec1e tl1e Viet Сопg, camps \Vere established astride 

intiltratioп cotтidors and near епеmу base areas, especially aloпg the 
Cambodiaп and Laotiaп Ьorders. ш But tl1e camps themselves were 
vнlnerable to enemy attack and, despite their presence, infiltration 
continнed . At times, border coпtrol diverted triЬal units from village 
defeпse , the original heart of the CIDG prograrn. The А-Teams also Ьн і Іt 

bordeг sшveillance сашрs where по real ! оса! population existed tог CIDG 
recrLІitmeпt. One s LІch сашр was at Khe Sahп , which woнld eveпtнally 

' ' ' Stantoп , Gгееп Beгets at War, 46. 
11' The Viet Сопg ІVas largely successful іп its attempts to gаіп tl1e ti11St апd acceptance oftl1e 
rшаІ peasaпtry. Т!1іs ІVas (Іопе Ьу providiпg civil seгvices tlшt tl1e сопstгаіпеd ашІ feeble Diem 
regime could поt provide апd Ьу арреаІіпg to tl1e villagers who became increasiпgly alienated 
Ьу Н1е corгupt, oligarcl1ic , апd repressive South Vietпamese goveпнnent. Dicl1 van (meaпing 
"action amoпg tl1e enerпy") was а propagaпda effort to іпсгеаsе the legitirпacy ot" No1·tl1 
Vietпшn (апd Viet Сопg cause) at t.l1e ехрепsе of South Vietnam, wl1icl1 was portrayed as а 
puppet goveгпment ofthe Unite(l States. Aimed at. tl1e Soнtl1 Vietпamese реорІе, талу metlю(ls 

ашІ meditІms 'vеге utilized , іпсІшІіng plays, protests. гallies, leaflets , meetiпgs , пІmог 

campaigпs, ctc. Casebook оп lпsшgency, Vol ll, 345. 
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Ьесоше the tюше of the 26'1' Marine Regiment, as well as the scene of some 
ofthe most pivotai batties ofthe war. 

АІІ toid Ьу January І963 , ti1ere were 530 SF soldiers in 4 В-Teams, апd 
28 A-teams scattered throughout South Yietnaш (See Figuгe І-23 ). In аІІ , 

ti1e CIDG program made а sigпificant coпtribution to the war effort in 
Уіеtпаш. The Sf' Comшand in Nha Traпg, with а coiiective strength of 
approximate!y 2,500 officers and NCOs froш three SF Groups, esseпtiai!y 

orgaпized апd Ied an апnу of over 50,000 haшlet miiitia, І 0,000 strike 
forces soldieгs, as well as thousaпds serving as шedical апd rесоп scouts. 

Battle of РІеі Mroпg 

Jn Noveшl1er 1962, СРТ William Grace ІІІ апd А-314, of Ist Sf'G(A) 
establishet! а boгtiet· surveiiJance сашр aшong the Jarai іп tl1e vicinity of' 
РІеі Mroпg, пorthwest of Pieiku. The defeпsive регішеtеr Jay rectaпgLtiar іп 
shape on а plateau behind two double Iayers of barbed-wire. The outer 
perimeter was Jaced with glass and steel spikes, while the grouпti betweeп 
the two laycrs of barbcd-wirc was ri11gcti with М І4АР шіпеs a11ti pu11ji 
stakes. То rouпd out tl1c tief'cпscs, а Ііпс of trc11ches and figl1ti11g positions 
Ішd Ьее11 dug Лftee11 шcters inside tl1c fencc Iinc. Additioпally, А-314 bcga11 
а village ticf'cnse program at Plei Mro11g in DесешЬег Гollo\vi11g а УС 
attack, wl1ich 11eccssitated А-314 bгingi11g the CIDG recrнits i11side tl1c 
camp. 

Jn pitci1 black11css, at О ІЗО Jюurs, 011 2 Jaпuary, І963 , thc camp camc 
u11ticг а heavy Ьапаgс of· sшall arшs Лrе fгош а гсі11fогсеd УС сошра11у. 
Eaгlier ti1at п i gl1t, СРТ Gracc a11d half tl1e detachшent had left 011 а 

reco11лaissa11ce mission. The УС t·aced through а tweive toot gap і11 the 
fe11ce Ііле that hati been cut Ьу pro-YC mi litia iпsitie the сашр. The battie 
was сопГнsеtі апd ugly, as some of the militia сашр гecruits joiпed the 
attacking УС miiitia, whiie others таппеd the treпches and retLІrпed fire 
along with А-31 4. ТІ1е teaш ' s 8Ішш was aiso sabotagecl Ьу the pro-YC 
militia апd \-vas oLІt ot· cotnmission. SшaiJ arms tire, 57 тт recoilless гіt1е, 
and expiosions rocked the camp for over two houгs as executive officer, 
І L Т Leary, directed the couпter attack and attempted to raise the В-Team, 
В-2 1 О, іп Pleiku. The beleaguered сашр defeпders foнght doggediy, and 
resisted tour УС assaLtits. Ву 0600, the tinal УС assault was repнised. They 
retreated carrying their dead and woLшded . Shortly afterward, med icai 
heiicopters arrived froш Kontшn to evacuate the woнnded (Figшe 1-23). 133 

ш Staпton, Greeп Berets at War, 60. 
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Phnoш 
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Figure 1-23. Special Foгces іл Vietпam. 

At the Battle оГ РІе і Mrong, the VC hati nearly been successf'нl at 
overruппing the SF сашр . Thc casualties \VCrc grievous, with 29 сашр 
tief'cnders КІА , 38 WIA, and 73 МІА, inclнding foнr woнnded А-3 14 
шешЬеrs. Later iпvcstigations revealed that the strike сашр had Ьееп 

ttюrolJgl1ly iпfiltrated Ьу VC ageпts . SF сашрs vvere deliberately placed in 
VC held territory and especially along VC intil routes . Aloпg vvith tl1e VC 
attack at Plei Mrong, additional сашрs had becn probed, sнch as: A-729's 
сашр at Gia Vuc іп Qнапg Ngai province, A-734 ' s сашр at Сhан Laпg, апd 
A-20 's at Тап Phu іп the Mekoпg Dclta шaгshcs. All told tlшt уеаг, there 
were ove1· 400 eпgageшents, inclнding patrol coпtacts , and шortar attacks 
throнghoнt Soнth Vіеtпаш, along with cleven kno\NП iпfiltrations of Sf' 
сашрs. 
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Battle of'Hiep Ноа 

The Гirst SF camp overrun іл the Yictnam War was А-21's сашр at Ніер 
Ноа, west of' Saigoп іп Hau Nghia Proviпce. 5't' SF Gнщр 's А-19 Ішd 
established it іп February 1963. The detactнnents assigпed to Ніер Ноа were 
challenged with hostile locals, пеаrІу 250 нпdisciplined CIDG soldiers, and 
shabby detenses. On the шorning of' 23 November, 1963, СРТ Ноrпе of' А-
21, led а 50 шап f'orce (Зб CIDG, seven USSF, and thгee LLDBs - Luc 
Ltюng Dac Biet - Sot1th Yietпamese SF) оп а recon patrol. This left 1 L Т 
СоІЬу in сошшаnd of' f'oнr SF soldiers and sоше 200 CIDG soldiers in the 
сашр.ІJ4 

Jнst aJter шidпight, ап eruption of' sшall arшs and шоrtаг tlre was 
uпleashed as а 500 man Yiet Сопg f'orce attacked t11e сашр. Like Plei 
Мгопg, Ніер Hoa's сашр def'eпders inclнded шаnу еnешу agents. At the 
outset ot' the attack, УС sympatl1izers within the сашр killed the CIDG 
guards and swLшg one of' the captшed machineguns around and шowed 
down the CIDG soldiers as they ran онt ot'theiг bLІnkers . 135 

SF troopers began Гіrіпg theiг 60 апd 81 тт шortars, and atteшpted to 
direct а coнnterattack agaiпst the Yiet Cong who were pouring into the 
perimeter. SFC СашасІю апd anotheг SF tгooper шапаgеd to гetake the 
machiпe gLІп positioп апd held out f'ог а while uпtil they were woLІпdcd and 
captuгed. ІСТ СоІЬу was also wouпdcd but maпaged to avoi(i сарtше Ьу 
hiding іп а SLІgaг сапе ГіеІd. ТІ1е УС had takeп Ніер Ноа, and casualties 
\VСГС heavy. t'ош sF: tгoopers had been capture(i. Атопg those captшed, 

SFC Сашасhо, was the first POW to escape (iLІring tl1e war, af'ter being heki 
Ьу the УС f'or six months. ln а! І , casualties were 41 КІА, over І ОО WIA, 
апd f'our МІ А. Following the takiпg оП!іер Ноа, the other SF сашрs Ьеgап 
takiпg пюrе precautions апd improving security. Additioпally, Chinese 
NLІпgs were brought on to improvc sccнrity. They provcd to Ьс very ІоуаІ to 
thc SF A-Tcams. 

Battlc ot'Naш Doпg 

ln July of J 964, Yict Cong opcrations agaiпst SF bordcr camps increascd. 
lt bcgan on the 411' of' JнІу whcn а УС rcgiшeпt overran A-122's camp at 
РоІсі Kroпg. ТІ1еу followcd up tl1eir victory with an attack on A-726's сашр 
at Nam Dong, whicl1 \vas sitнated \vest of Da Nang along tl1e Laotian 
bor-der. Commanded Ьу СРТ Roger Н. Doпlon, the Nаш Dong сашр 
include(i 38 J CIOGs, 50 Nungs, 12 S\::, аші seveп U.-DBs. lt was locatc(i іп 
ТІша Thien Proviпce, and ~vas scl1eduled to Ье closed. Achieving coшplete 

ш Staпtoп, Gгееп Beгets at Wаг. 74. 
IJS Jbid, 77. 
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suгprise at 0230, the УС sшotl1ered the сашр \Vith а heavy шогtаг barrage. 
After overruпning the outer defeпses, the УС were held back Ьу tl1e 
tenacious Nungs and LLDB шachinegun tire and greпades. 

After overгunлing the outer periшeter, two УС assaults were repulsed. 
Ruпning through а hail of rifle fire and exploding greпades, СРТ Doпlon 
killed а УС deшolitions tеаш who were preparing to blo>v орел the inner 
gate. After Ьеіпg wounded іп the stomach, СРТ Donloп coпtiпued to direct 
the defense of the сашр, апd retrieve his wounded mеп back to cover who 
were ін the line of fire. For his actioпs that day he would receive tl1e Medal 
of Ноnог. Oonloп's detachшent was relieved іп рІасе Ьу А-224, who 
destroyed the fort before returning to Па Naпg. 

Project Пelta 

Project Ое lta was а Special l~'orces rесоппаіssапсе project foш1ed Ьу 
МАСУ to collect operatioпal intelligeпce. The pгoject, code пamed Leapiпg 
Lепа, Ьеgап іп Мау, 1964. The сопсерt оГ Lcapiпg Lcna was to cross the 
border іпtо Laos in ordcr to provide direct obscrvatioп of the North 
Yietпamese Arшy's (NY А) tJsc of what became kпo\vn as the Но Chi МіпІ1 
Trail. Пuе to Washingtoп 's fсаг of violatiпg the Geпeva Accords of І 962, 
the LLOB wcre tasked \vith tl1e missioп without tl1e assistaпce of· their 
USSF advisors. 

Uроп parachнtiпg іпtо Laos, tl1e LLDB teams епсонпtеrеd scores of 
NY А troops апd came uпdег l1eavy fire. Leapiпg Lепа became а сіе])асІе. Of 
the 40 LLOBs wlю had crosseci іпtо Laos, only five retш11ed. Followiпg the 
disaster, the project \vas redesigпated Oetachmeпt В-52. 136 Throнghout tl1e 
war, В-52 deployed аІІ over South Yietnam, and coпducted а pletlюra of 
secret operatioпs to iпclude: Іопg raпge recoпs іпtо УС sanctнaries; air 
strikes on hard to геасh taгgets; bomb damage assessmeilts (BDA) in 
eneшy-coпtrolled territory; recovery of dovvпed pilots апd air crews; апd 
wiretappiпg NY А/УС Іапd lined commuпications. Aпotl1er Greek letter 
project that was cleveloped was Project Gamma. Gaшma was the паmе 
given to Detachment В-57, Сошрапу Е, 5'1' Sf' Group. lt was tasked with 
covert intelligeпce соІІесtіоп operatioпs і п СашЬоdіа. 

5t1' Special Forces Group Comes to Yietпarn 

Оп І October, 1964, the Репtаgоп reassigned the ne\vly activated 
1,200-mап 5t1' Sf'G (А) froш f'ші Bragg, NC to Nha Traпg, Soнth 

Yietnam іп order to герІасе lJS Аrшу Special Foгces Provisional Command 

ІЗі• СоІопеІ СІшrІіе Bcck;vith, thc fouпdcг of І" Sf;OD-D 1vas onc of' B-52's commanders. 
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USASF(P)V. The 5'1' SF Group had Ьееп activated at Fort Bragg, NC on 21 
Septeшber, 196 І, апd had seпt detaclнneпts ТОУ іпtо Vietпam tог the 
previous three years. 5'1' Group's overseas tour іп Vietпam would now Ье а 
one year регшапепt change of station (PCS). The six-moпtl1 temporary duty 
tours Ьу SF OOAs would епd Ьу І Мау, 1965. Ouriпg this tirne South 
Vietпam was oгgaпized into combat tactical zones (CTZ) - І - lV Corps. SF' 
С-Teшns, coпsistiпg of about 70 шеп, were cornmanded Ьу а Lieutenaпt 
Colonel апd wеге responsible for all tl1e SF camps іп their respective CTZ. 
Each С-Теаш commanded several В-Teams, approxiшately 30 шеn, which 
were headquartered іп proviпcial capitals. The B-Teams were comшaпded 
Ьу а Маjог апd controlled seveгal А-Теашs which in turп controlled strike 
force camps. At аІІ echeloпs, each team Ішd an attached South Yietпamese 
SF team (ССОВ). 

MACY's mission statement approved fог 5'1' Special For·ces was: (!) exert 
constant, versatile, offensive pressure against the УС where the ARYN is 
not present in streпgth , (2) iпterdict УС movemeпt across internatioпal 

bouпdary, (3) respond quickly to prevent а УС takeover of а critical area, 
and (4) assist in extending gover111nent of Yietпarn (GYN) control .137 

Additionally, 5'1' Group sought to exercise less operatioпal control of OOAs 
deployed with US senior advisers іп each согрs; advise МАСУ on openiпg 
aJ1(i closing of CIDG camps; establisl1 ПСV\' СПХі сашрs; advise the 
Yietnaшese Special Forces Higl1 Сотшап(і; and when requiret!, provide 
foгmal trainiпg for IJLOB апd СІОС) uпits. 

The Cireen Beret 

The Green Beret was originally desigпed in 1953 Ьу Major Herbert 
Bt·ucker, а Special Foгces officer апd veteran of the OSS. Later that. year, 
Fiгst l .. ieLrteпaпt Roger Pezelle adopted it as tl1e unoftlc ia l headgear tor his 
A-team, Operatioпal Oetachшent F А32 . They wore it wheпever tl1ey weпt 
to the field for pro\oпged exercises. Sооп it spread throughout all of SF, 
although the Апnу refused to authorize its otficial use. Finally, іп 1961 , 
Presideпt John F. Kennedy planned to visit Fort Bragg. Не sent word to the 
Special Warfare Center commander, Bгiga(iier (.Jeneгal Will iam Р. 

Yarboгough, for аІІ SF sokiieгs to wear theiг berets for the eveпt. President 
Keпnedy felt that since tl1ey had а special mission, Sf' should have 
sometl1iпg to set tl1em apart from tl1e rest. Even before the presidential 
гequest, however, the Oepaгtmeпt of the Army had acquiesced and teletyped 
а message to the Center autlюrizing the beret as а part ofthe Sf' uniform. 

137 Staпton , Green Berets at Wаг, 96. 
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Wl1en President Kennedy саше to Fort Bгagg Oct. 12, 1961, Geпeral 
YarboroLJgh vvore his Gгeen Beret to greet the сошшапdег-іп-сhіеf'. The 
presideпt reшarkecl , "Those are nice. How do you like the Gгeen Beret')" 
General Yarboroнgh replied, "They're fine, Sir. We ' ve wanted theш а Jong 
tіше." А message froш President Kennedy to General Yarborough later that 
day stated, ''Му coпgratLІiations to уон personally t'or уош part іп the 
presentation today ... The clшllenge of this old but new t'orm ot' operations 
is а real one, алd І knovv that yoLJ апd the members of уош cotшnand will 
сапу оп fot· нs and the free woгld in а шапnеr which is botl1 worthy and 
iпspiriпg. І аш sше that the Green Вегеt will Ье а mark of distiпction in the 
tryiпg times aheatt ." 

ln ал April 1962 White House шепюrаndшn for the U .S. Аrшу, President 
Kenпedy showed his continнed sLtppoгt f'or Sf', calliпg the Greeп Beret ''а 
syшbol of ехсеІІепсе, а badge of' сошаgе, а шark of distinction in the fight 
fot· freedotn ." 

Studies алd Obseгvation Groнp (SOG) 

.. We gathe1·ed intelligence аті killecl human beings undeг ext1·eme~y ha::ш·clous and 
adverse conditions." - SGM Frankliп D. Miller· 

It vvas опе thing to рІап covert actioпs against Nortl1 Уіеtпаш, Ьнt qu ite 
another to establish а secret orgaпization to carry it онt . Established on 24 
JanLJary 1964, Military Assistance Сошшалd Yietлatn, Studies and 
Observatioп Groнp (МАСУ -SOG) or SOG \Vas а joint service UW task 
force that coлdнcted higt1Іy classified сарtше, search and rescue, persoпnel 
recovery operations; sabotage апd psychological warfare ; апd strategic 
recoпnaissance (SR) шissions in Soнth Уіеtпаш , Noгth Yietnaш, Laos, and 
СашЬоdіа (See Figure 1-24). According to Jack Siлglaub, SOG was the 
lndochina equivalent of JACK in the Korean War. 138 

Orgaлized Ьу the JCS as а sнbordinate сошшаnd of МАСУ, SOG 
operated uпder the guise ot' а stat'f аgепсу, with personпel held officially 
uпder 5'11 SF Group ' s гosters . SOG included eleшents froш tl1e US Аrшу 
Special f'orces , tl1e lJSMC ' s Force Recon , the Navy SEAI"s, апd the US Аіг 
Porce ' s 14'11 Special Operations Wing, not to шеntіоп tl1e plethora of 
шercenary tюops. SOG was in fact controlled Ьу the Special Assistaпt for 
Coнnteriпsurgency and Special Activities (SACSA) and his staff at the 
Peпtagon. lts шission agaiпst Hanoi was tiivitted into fнпctional areas which 
were initiated Ьу the СІЛ. It conductett t'ош priшary covert шissioпs : ageпt 

ш Siлglaub, Hazardous Duty, 292. 
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networks and deceptioп; covert maritime raids; psychological opeгations; 
and cross-border operations agaiпst the Но Chi Minh Trail. 139 

Organized Ьу Colonel Clyde Russell , SOG had tive nшnbeгed divisioпs: 
ОРЗІ through ОР35. ОРЗІ was the maritime operations, ОР32 was SOG ' s 
private air f'orce, ОРЗЗ supervised psychological warf'are, ОР34 focused on 
sendiпg ageпts іпtо the Nortl1, and ОР35, SOG' s biggest and most 
iпteresting activity, coпdLJcted cross-border reconnaissaпce. ОР35 was led 
Ьу СоІопеІ Arthш "ВLІІІ" Simoпs. His operational desigп of' OPLAN35 v.ras 
as f'ollows : First, гесоn teams woulcJ Ье inserted into Laos and Cambodia to 
identify NV А headчllarters, base camps, anti supply caches. Овсе found, 
tl1ey wou ld Ье attacked Ьу air strikes that were called in Ьу the rесоп teams 
(RTs). Next, а company sized " Hatchet Гоrсе" would raid the LІncovered 
enemy sites, to capture personпel, conduct bomb-damage assessmeпt 

(BDA), emplace wire taps anti electronic sensoгs, and photograph. 140 

То facilitate operatioпs, SOG createli three command ащі control 
sectioпs. Commaпd ащі Coпtrol North (CCN), Comrnand апd Coпtrol 

Central (ССС), апd Commaпd and Control South (CCS). The first f'orward 
operating base (ГОВ) \Vas establ ished in latc 1965 at Kham Dllc. А secoпd 
FOB was addcli at Копtшn. SOG's ccпtral f'ocus was to takc thc tight 
dircctly to thc cncmy, whcrc hc opcrated virtually LІпscathed with 
saпcttІaгies іп Laos and Cambodia. То this епd, Doпald ВІасkЬшп, SOG 's 
fiгst chiet: Ьеgап sendiпg teams into Laos і п 1966. Operation Prairie Гіrе, 

wl1ich began as Sh i niпg Brass, was iпitiated to Іеаrп precisely what the Но 
Ct1i Minl1 Trail entailed, and to deny Напої easy access to Laos as а base 
fтom wl1ich to laшlCil operations і пtо SoLJth Vietпam (Sce Figure 1-24). 141 

Prairie Fire 

SOG ' s Prairie Fire program, focLJsed to condLJct operations against the Но 
Chi Міпh Trail, got ofT the ground with sixteen voluпteers trom І" Вп, І ' 1 

SF Group онt of Okinawa. As Chiet' ot· SOG, B lackbuгn coпceived that 
Rесоп Teams (RTs) for the operation were orgaпized as two or tl1ree USSГ 
troopers with nіпе Yard or Nuпg fighteгs. This combinatioп achieved а 
balanced compleшent of knowledge and ехреrіепсе. Arriving in Vietпam, 
the Greeп Berets li пked up with theiг teams апd weпt to work. The first 
cross-border орегаtіоп, coпducted Ьу RT Jowa, v.ras led Ьу MSG Charles 

1)9 ТІ1е Но СІ1 і МіпІ1 Тгаі І was а logistical systetn tl1at гап from Noгtll to Soutl1 V ietпam 
thгougl1 Laos and Catnbodia. Т1 1е trai l netwoгk pгov ided SLІppoгt, in tl1e fопп of mеп апd 

mateJ·ial, to tl1e Viet Сопg JпsLІГgепсу іп SoutiІ V ietпam . Jt was tїгst used duгiпg the Fiгst 
[ll(Joc!J iпa Wаг 1946-1954 . !п 1964, the NV А maпaged to Ьгіпg а гegimeпt tio>vn it. Ву the ell(i 
of 1968, оvег 300.000 епеmу tгoops l1ad useti it to enteг SotІth V ietпшn. 
140 Slш ltz, Т11е Secгet Wаг Against Напоі, 63 . 
141 lbiti, 46 . 
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Petry. His tеаш coпsisted of seven Nungs апd SFC Willie Card. 142 RT 
lowa's objectiYe D-1 was 20 шiles noгthwest of Кhаш Duc. It was tl1e 
suspected роіпt of origin (РОО) tlшt had been pouпdiпg Маrіпе апd USAF 
iпstallations in Оа Naпg. 

Thailand 

SouLl1 Сhіпа 
Sea 

l'igure 1-24. МАСУ SOG Opeгations itl Vietпam 1964-1972. 

The рІап was for RT lowa to Ье inseгted at dusk Ьу Sikorsky Н-34 
Kingbees, locate the епешу and blast tІ1еш to kingdoш соше with airstrikes. 
On 18 ОсtоЬег, 1965, \Yith tl1e \veather tuming sour, RT !owa went in. СРТ 
I"arry Thome, the operatioпs officer for SOG actioпs at Кhаш Duc 

142 Plaster, SOG: The Secret Waгs of Amct·ica's Commandos in Vietnam, 18. 
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accompanied to oversee tl1e team's iпsertioп. 143 Thoгne sent tl1e two 
Kingbees who l1ad inserted Н.Т Iowa back to base while he loitered іп case 
they got іпtо tгонЬІе. When the team raclioecl they wеге safe, Thoгne 
departed the area for Kham Оне. Larry Thorпe was never seen again. 144 

RT Iowa foнnd objective D-1 to Ье l1eavily manпed Ьу NV А with тапу 
tгails radiating онt everywhere. On the third day, while шапенvеrіпg aroнnd 
to investigate the objective, RT Jowa was compromised апd took а casнalty 
in the firefight that followed. After Ьеіпg ршsнеd for two days with а 

woнnded Nнng, the weather broke and Petry's fогсе strнck back Ьу calling 
in thirty-seven sorties of F- І 05 Thнnderch ief fighteг-bombers before the 
Kingbees lifted RT lowa онt. Adtiitionally, Petry went back with а forward 
air controller (F-'AC) and called in fifty-one mоге sorties on targets he'd 
discovered, touching off nшnerous secondaгy explosioпs as bombs l1it 
muпitions stockpi1es. 145 Ву the end of 1965, seven nюre Sl1iпiпg Bгass RT 
шissioпs \Vere laнncheti, five more нncoveriпg NV А base camps апd 
mнnitioпs dшлрs. 

The Prairie Fire RT missioпs gave the lJS а better нпdегstапdіпg of' wl1at 
we were нр agaiпst іп Laos; the Но Chi Minh Trail network. In 1966, 137 
rесоп operations were execнted, wl1icl1 іпсІнdеd the taking of· І S епеmу 
POWs. 146 However, due to political reasoпs, SOG \Nas опІу aнthorized to 
move І О kilometers iпside Laos. Commeпtiпg on tl1is restrictЇ\'C роІісу, Jack 
Singlaнb states: 

Westmoгeland continued to agitate for nюre fi·eedom of operatioп in Carпbodia, 

\vhich l1ad Ьесоше thc NVA' s rпаіп stagiпg arca. But hc was contiпually stymicd Ьу 
tl1e State Departmeпt, 'Nh ich still hoped to somehow '\voo" Prince Sil1anoL1k to ОLІГ 
sidc. lt wasп ' t uпtil the middle of the уеаг tl1at І reccivcd grudging aнthorizatioп to 
employ cгoss-border Кесоп Teams іп Carпbodia. Внt Ьу that time, ту operations in 
Laos were coпtirшally ruппіпg afoul of the Amcricaп arпbassadoг in Vientiaпe, В іІІ 
Sнllivaп. Good diplomat that he was, he bclievcd іп нpholding thc nшch-abнscd 
iпternatioпal agreemeпts gнaraпteeiпg the "пeнtral ity" of Laos, еvеп tl1ough the 
embassy' s оwп СІА statioп hcaded Ьу ту frieпd Tcd Shacklcy actively condнcted а 
gLterrilla \var agaiпst the NVA апсІ its Pathet Lao allies. ТІ1е core ofthe problem ~vas 

143 l"<1Liri Тогпі (1919-1965) \Vas а Finп ish Army сарtаіп wl10 led ап іпfішtгу соmрапу іп tl1e 
Wiп ter Wш· agaiпst tl1e Russiaпs duгiпg WWII. Atteг tl1e war. І1е joiпed tl1e \)S Апnу ін 1954 
uпсІег the pгovisions of" tl1e \ .. осІgе-РІ1іІЬіл Act шнІ adopt.ecl tl1e name І.аггу Т110гnе. Kпo>vn as 
tl1e soldie1· who foІJgllt uпdег tl1ree flags: ГіппіsІ1. Germaп (wІ1еп І1е foщ,',llt tl1e Soviets in 
Woгld Wаг 11) апсІ Amet·ican (\VIlet·e he was kпоwп as \,апу ТІюгпе) \VІ1еп І1е serveci in U.S. 
Army Special Гогсеs in tl1e Vietпam Wat·. 
'" P lasteг, SOG: Т11е Secгet 'Nars of' Ameгica's CotшпatJc!os іп Vietпam , 20. 
145 lbid, 20. 
146 Sl1ultz, Т11е Secгet Wаг Against Напоі, 215. 01'35 Ргаігіе Fіге m iss ioп met1·ics include: 1966 
- І І І rесоп missioпs; 1967 - 275 missioпs ( 187 recons, 68 exploitatioп, 20 ot.heг); 1968 - 546 
missioпs (310 іл Laos. 236 іл Vietnam); 1969- 452 missioпs (404 recoпs, 48 exploitatioпs); 

апсІ 1970- 441 missions; f'ог а total of 1,825 missioпs of аІІ types. 
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ci\'iiian-militaгy tuгГ jealousy. In геаІіtу, the Trail area of tl1e lower Laotian 
paпhandlc was gcographically scparatcd fi·om thc гcst ot' the countгy апd coпtiguous 
to Vietпam. Внt - contгary to good secнrity ргосеdше - І Ішd to sнbmit detailed 
plaпs of а!! шу Rесоп Team operatioпs fог appгoval Ьу Sullivaп's staft'. 147 

Most recon missions were ot' а three to five day duration. When а team 
made coпt.act or fouпd а target, tl1ey'd direct airstrikes Ьу communicating 
with their torward air controller (F АС) or Covey Ridas as they became 
known in SOG. In aJl, 187 Prait·ie Fіге missions vvere executed which 
seemed to put а dent logistically in Hanoi's operations against SoLJth 
Vietnam. According to U Colonel Camey, the LiepLJty chief of ОР35, ''We 
hurt Noгth Vietnam, kiiieli а lot of реорІе, and caLJsed them to expend а Iot 
of capabiiities trying to prevent ош· operations. It hшt theiг Iogistic effort to 
an immeasuгabie degree." 148 ln t'act, Ргаіrіе f'ire missions were so effective 
that tl1e infiltration гонtеs the NV А was using Ішd to Ье moved fшther 
soнth, so as to eпter Soнth Vietпam fтom CamЬodia. The NV А was also 
foгceli to commit ап estimated 25,000 men to liefeпd the Trail. 

SOG Rесоп Teams 

Each SOG rесоп team was assigneli tl1ree Americans and nine native 
solliiers. However, tl1e team lealier coLJid decide to takc а smaiicr f'orce of 
six or eight, licpcпding upon the missioп paгamcters (Fig. І-25). Rесоп 

teams іп CCN (Da Naпg) were паmе(і af'ter poisoпous snakes, vvhiie those at 
ССС (Koпtum) wеге natne(i f'or states апd CCS (Ban Ме 'Гhuot) for tools. 
The team Ieader was а One-Zero. On average he woнid have at least eigllt 
missioпs uпder his ЬеІt. John Piaster observes, "Each team's combat styie 
t·eflected its One-Zeгo. RT Caiiforпia \~·as ЬоІd and combative bccause Joe 
Walkeг was; RT Colorado's Ralph Rodd was quiet and intcllectual and 
Ioved outf'oxing thc enemy to reach а heavily patrolled гоаd; another team 
captured NV А prisoners Ьecause their One-Zero liked to get гight in the 
enemy's f'ace .149 

Orgaпizationally, each SOG command and control section, sLJch as ССС. 
included 18 rесоп teams ot' tl1ree Green Berets each, witl1 an indigenous 
complement to each team ot' either three to nine NLJпgs or Yaгds, pltJS tl1ree 
Hatchet Force compaпies, а dedicated аіг wing, secшity f'orces, and а 

comrnand section. The І 00-mап Hatchet Force compaпies wеге organized 
mнch like the Mike Forces, with а пнсІеus of fош Green Berets leading 

147 Singlaub, HazartiotJs /)uty, 31 О. 
I-IR /bitJ, 63. 
149 Plaster, Secret Coшmandos, 52. 
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each torty-rnan Nung or Moпtagnard platoon. 15° Furtheг, each Hatchet Force 
сошраnу was led Ьу а captain. 

12-mап Rесоп Team 6-mап Rесоп Team 

1-0 Т earn Leader 1-0 Теаш Leader 

1-1 Assistaпt TL 1-1 Assi stant Тl, 

1-3 Radio Operator 1-3 Raciio Operator 

0-1 lпdigenous TL 0-1 lпciigeпous TL 

0-2 lnteгpr·eter 0-2 lпterpreter 

0-3 Greпadier 0-3 Grenaciier 

0-4 Gгenadier 

0-5 Scout 

0-6 Scout 

0-7 Scout 

0-8 Scout 

0-9 Scout 

Note: Positioпs Ьеgі 1шіпg witll "І" ІVеІ·е lilled Ьу Атегісапs, "О" І>у iпdigeпous . 

І·їglІге 1-25 . SOG J~econ Тешn Stгнctuгe. 

Tt1e rnost Гrequently coпdнcted mission іп SOG was cross-Lщrdeг 

reconnaissance. Anci L1ecause the lJS ші1іtагу wasn't otTicially operating in 
Laos ог Cambodia, SOG weapoпs, kit, and uпitoгms had to Ье noп-standard 
апd steгile . Although sошс RTs wore NVA-style Lmiforшs, rnost pгcferrcd 
juпglc fatigues . АІІ idcпtifyiпg articlcs, such as ciog tags, Ш cards, etc. \Verc 
prohibited. Tl1ercforc, Ьсtоге а RT went out оп а rnissioп thesc itcrns were 
co11ected and stored in а safc. Wсароп types fell to shootcr preference. 
Aпything trorп the Sten gun, 9mrn Swcdish 'К,' the CAR-15 (ХМ-177), 

Ml4s, М Ібs, and AK-47s. Overall, SOG rneп were giveп а great degree ot' 
freedom regarding weapons апd kit configuration. As SOG f{T Verшont 
veteraп SGM Frank Miller has observed, "І was пever deпied any type ot' 
\Veapon or ашшнnіtіоn." 151 

Web gear varied considerably. Внt, as always а hig/1 рrешішn was placed 
on f'LІnctionality апd stealth. Regarding kit, SOG rnen were fiп icky апd 

scieпtific. They were kпo\V\1 to spend countless hours tai loring tl1eir gеаг 

"" Plaster, Secret Commandos, 33 . 
151 МіІ ІсІ·, Reflections ofa Warгior, 92. 
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and ot'teп recoпtiguгing it, being judicially selective regarding weigl1t and 
fнnction of each ріесе ot' kit. А SOG шan's web gear, or load-bearing 
equipшent (LBE) \VOuld normally inclLJde: as many loaded magazines as he 
coLJld feasibly сапу (нsнally а double basic Joad - 41 О rds. ot' 5.56tшn), 
sevet·a\ grenades, а kпife, а handgнn, а smoke grenade, а CS grenade, gas 
шask, t\vo canteeпs \vith iodine tabs, and an emergency radio, along with а 
couple of pressure dгessiпgs, as well as а te\v snap Jinks, and а pair of 
gloves. AIJ told about 60 Jbs. 
А SOG шаn 's ruck on the other haпd woнld generally Ье mнcl1 Jighter, 

carryiпg at most а сонрІс of М J 8 c laymore miпes, sоше М 112 С-4 plastic 
explosive, а firiпg system (made нр of М700 tіше fuse and МбО fнse 
ignitors), sоше more smoke gгeпades, adliitional canteens of water, а few 
LRRP шеаІs, а machete, and perhaps а small sleeping bag. Roнndiпg онt the 
SOG man's kit, he woнld carry essential iteшs іп his pockets. This way, 
еvеп if he Iost his web gear and ruck sack, he could still survive. These 
esseпtial items noпna!Jy iпcluded: а шар and compass, а sigпal mirror, а 
sma\1 ріесе of VS-17 рапсІ, а \vhistlc, а smaJJ Лasi1Iight, some реп guп 
Лares, а wгist watch, pockct kпif'e, а notepad апd реп, а сашо stick, strobe 
Iight, and somc aпti-malaria tablets and morphine. 

Whereas, tІ1еге was no typica] SOG mап, usнally tl1ey teпded to \Je а bit 
more aggressive апd soшetimes а bit crazy, Ьнt at аІІ tiшes uпappreheпsivc. 
Further, as Fгank MiJJer recouпts, they were kil lers. Mi ller obscrvcs, "Folks 
in MACV-SOG гeccived pгivileges and f'reedoш beyond most people' s 
comprehensioп. That vvas because most of' us l1ad а talcnt, а very special 
talent. We gatllet·ed intelligeпcc and kiiied hшnап beiпgs uпder tl1c most 
extгemely hazardous апd adversc conditions. Killing somcone is а unique 
ability alJ Ьу itsclf. Not cveryone сап Jay а weapoп ' s sights оп а felJow 
human bcing and crank otT а rонпd. Genнinc killcrs агс поt to Ье coпfused 
with gнys who simply spray an area апd hарреп to hit апd ki!J somcoпe. But 
kilJiпg becomes а special taleпt when coupled witl1 the ability to qнietly 
invade ап enemy's stronghold апd dea] \Vith l1i111 in I1is оwп backyard. Just 
you and а Jшndful ot' other рсорІс онt theгe relyiпg оп уоuг training and 
skills. No back up. No support other thaп а chopper to pull you out if уон 
succeed." 152 

А typica\ cгoss-border rесоп mission eпtailed an іпfіІ via blacked-oнt 
helicopter at dusk as close to the "Trai]" as possible. The RT would then 
find а sнitab]e site, fisllhook around to overwatch their tгaiJ and set up an 
ambush that night to hit any enemy troops attracted Ьу the с!юрреr. And at 
first Jight they wou]d comb tl1e area for suitable targets and then bomb tl1em 
back to the Stonc Age with air strikes. The duration of an RT mission could 

152 Miller. H.eflectioпs ot' а Wштіог, 88-89. 
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Jast anywhere froш two to three days or а week or two. It all depended on 
the particнlar шission and the teaш's sнccess at evadiпg епету patгols. 
Wl1en it was time to extil, teams were extracted via STABO harпess , wl1ich 
enabled theш to fire their weapoпs as they were lifted froш the toгest floor 
а нsнаІ occшrence . There was always а high probability ot' being detected 
апd endiпg нр in а wicked firefight . А few RTs even disappeared, пever 
haviпg шаdе radio coпtact after iпsertioп . These were the clays of hi,e;h 
acl~'enture. 

Іп SOG, по t\vo шissioпs were qнite the same. And ofteп tiшes , а ' dry 
ІюІе' сонІd Ье tнrned into а big payoff. This оссштеd іп Jапнагу 1966, 
while Oick Mealiows' RT Ohio was iпside Caos. RT Ohio had Ьееп оп the 
groнпd several days withoнt coпtact ;vitll tl1e enemy, апd accorliiпg to 
Meadows пothiпg of апу great ішр011апсе to report. While nеаг а receпtly 
lliscovered path which radiated off tl1e Но Chi Minh ТгаіІ, Meadows gave 
Ohio the haпd апd arm sigпal to take up а hasty ambusl1 posture. АІап Ное 
гecouпts wl1at happeпed пехt : 

As five NVA soldiers approached tlte tearn ' s positioп , Meado~o~:s was about to initiate 
the ашЬнsh Ьу opcп ing t\гс \Vhen , to l1is amazcmcnt, thc soldicrs haltcd, placcd their 
riЛes 011 tlte gгoнnd , a11d took off their packs. It soo11 Ьесате obvious tfшt they were 
taki11g а lunch brcak. With а gri11 of' uttcr dc ligl1t 011 l1is face, Meadows told Ohio ot' 
l1is i11te11t io11s Ьу Ltsing l t ш1li signals. Taki11g great care, Meadows i11ched his way to 
with i п операсс of the five c lшtter iпg ше11 . Then in one Лo~o~,ing nюtio11, he stood нр 
апd sidcstepped o11to thc trai l .. . "Good шогпіпg, gc11tlcrncп. Don't nюve. Yol! агс 
no\v ту pt· isol1ers," he said. ·гhree of the soldieгs made а heroical ly fata l mistake апd 
grabbcd for tl1cir weapo11s. А buгst trom Mcadows ' sнЬтасhіпе gun ki llcd tl1e111 
iпsta11t ly. ТІн~ rcma i пi11g t\\'O sokliers made 110 res ista11cc as theiг hands wегс tied 
behiпd their backs . ТІ1е dead bodies wеге searched, rnoved off the trai l, and l1astily 
covered with foliage . RT Oh io, lшvi11g rccoveгed frotn the 'dry hole,' was 11ow 
happy to exf\1 back to Копtшn. 1 53 

DапіеІ Boone 

In 1967, uпder СоІопеІ Jack Siпglaub , SOG's secoпd chief, operatioпs in 
Vietnaш were expaпded to iпclude covert operations in Cambodia. The new 
program, code-named Oaniel Boone, was focused оп intell igence col\ectioп 
in the tri-border area of Caos, СашЬоdіа, and South Vіеtпаш (See Figшe 1-
24 ). 154 As previoнsly пoted , SOG 's priшary шіssіоп was to infiltrate sшall 
teams іпtо Caos and СашЬоdіа to ideпtity еnешу tгоор concentrations, 
bases, sнpply depots, tшck parks, weapoпs caches , coшmand bunkers, апd 

ш Ное, Т11е Qu iet Profess i oпal, 86 . 
15" ОР35 ])ал іеІ Воопе miss ioпmetгi cs inc]u(le: 1967 - 99 m i ss i oпs; 1968 - 726 miss ions (287 
cгoss-borde1· , 439 in-couпtry); 1969 -·· 454 mi ss ions . 
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аІІ related targets t'or aerial bombardmeпt. And SOG rесоп missions paid 
higl1 divideпds, providing intelligeпce tlшt no one else could. However, as 
rюted earlier, because ot' Ьurеансгасу, SOG was tethered to гestricted 

policies, which, it' removed, woнld have allowed the organization to do 
much more damage to the епеmу than what played онt. And 1-Ianoi took 
increasing steps to det'end the Тгаіl. 
То coнnter SOG's dominance, 1-Ianoi developed their own special 

operations t'oгces. They evolved out ot' the NV A's first airborne unit, the 
305th Airborne Brigade, whicl1 vvas t'ormed in 1965. 155 These hunter-killer 
teams, also known as sappers, gave no qнarter to SOG. Опе such attack was 
launched against CCN's compouпd at Dan Naпg in 1969. At аlюнt 0230 
houгs, а І 00-man sapper t'orce approached CCN 's соmрошкt f'rom the sea. 
With а supportiпg mortar attack, the sappers eпtered tl1e perimeter, апd 
began throwing grenades and satchel charges into the bнilttings as they 
machiпe-gнnned tl1eir way through tl1e compound. Fightiпg their way 
through the attack, SOG шеп liпked up and cleared the structшes, 

eliminating the threats. In the confused tl1ree Іюнr melee that follo\ved, 
thirty-eigl1t North Vietnamese commaпdos were killed апd nine were 
captшed, while eighty Americaп апd iпdigeпous soldiers we1·e killed or 
\vounded. 156 

Besides identitying targets Гог air strikes, SOG teams executed other 
missioпs. Tl1ese included the rescue of dowпed US pilots. Code narned 
Bright Light, the first pilot гecovery missioп was led Ьу MSG Dick 
Meadows. Inserted into North Vietnam f'rom the USS Iпtrepid on October 
12, І 966, Meadows' RT Ohio nюved to гecover Navy lieutenaпt Dean 
Woods. Af'ter just missing the pilot, Ohio got into а wicked firetigl1t witl1 
the NV А and пarrovvly escaped. Overall, there was а total of four rescнe 
missioпs іп 1966. The last mission successtully recovered the pilot. 

COSVN Raid 

Опе of the most frнstratiпg aspects ot' tighting Наnої was its use of Laos 
апd Cшnbodia as а logistical condнit. Іп 1969, SOG execнted а covert raid 
against the Ceпtral Office for Soнth Vietnam or COSVN, the almost 
mythical Viet Cong headquarteгs whicЬ claimed to rнп tЬе whole war (See 
Figure І -26). An NV А deserter Ьаd pinpoiпted the COSVN complex І 4 
miles southeast of Мепюt, Cambodia, іп tЬе Fishlюok, jнst а mile beyond 
the Soнth Yietnamese border. 157 

151 Shнltz, Т11е SeCІ"et War Agai11st На11оі, 225. 
156 Plasteг, Secгet Commat](ios, 81. 
157 Plaster, SOG: T'hc Secret Waгs of Amcгica's Commandos in Vietnam, 236. 
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І'їguге 1-26. COSVN Yietcoпg Bas~ in Cшnbollia. Coшtesy US Natioпal At"chives. 

The raid was set for 24 April, 1969. The plan called tог the insertion of а 
company-sizecl Hatcl1et Force that wou\d capture епеmу pгisoпers and 
repoгt t!1e effects of the В-52 air strikes. А fteг receiving the missioп sevet·al 
days betore tl1e Hatchet Force was to Ье iпseгted, L ТС ТгаЬне, commaпder 

ot' CCS, int'ormed OPLA N35, МАСУ -SOG that he didп ' t believe tt1e рlап 
to attack the COSVN complex was viable.158 L ТС ТrаЬне believed tf1at the 
B-52s would t'ail to stLІn tt1e епеmу as anticipated. The size ot' the Hatchet 
Force was also limited as there wereп' t епонgh helicopters available at 
Qноп Loi Airfield, CCS's laнnch site. There were опІу nine Ннеу 

helicopters t'rom the 195 11' Assaнlt Helicopter Company available; five to 
infil tl1e Hatchet Force and tош gнnships for suppoгt. 

The missioп Ьеgап witl1 а massive airstrike that consisted of' 98 B-52s 
f'rom Okina,va and GLІat1l. 159 CCS sent СРТ O ' Roнrke ' s raider company 
consisting oftl1ree platoons ofgгeen berets, Nнngs, and Yaгds. lt vvoнld Ье а 
10 mіпнtе flight into tl1e УС secret lair. СРТ O'Roшke was оп the lead 
aircraft while SFC Jerry ''Mad l)og" S!1river гоdе in tгаіІ. The рІап was for 
the гaiders to tонсІ1 dovvn on the objective as the dнst f'rom tl1e B-52 ' s was 
settling. As tl1e Ннеуs lifted off, the aiю·aft carryiпg СРТ O'Roнrke and 
five other raiders, experienced malfunctions аші had to гetнrn to base. 
Command passed to tl1e SЗ , СРТ Cahill , \vІю jнst l1ad come аІопg f'or tl1e 

"' \jпdsey, Secгet Gгeen Be1·et Соттшніоs іп СашЬоdіа, З 12. 
15" B-52s carгied а paylod ot' І 09 five htшdred-pouпd bombs. 
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гіdе. Moшentarily the raideгs could see dirt geysers bounding skyward ашіd 
collapsing trees. Then as the dust settled а violin-shaped clearing took foпn 
and t.he Hueys descended in-trail, hovered for mеп to leap ott: theп cliшbed 
аwау.ІбО 

As the helicopteгs lifted away, а heavy Ьштаgе of inteгlocking 

machiлegun апd гocket fіге erupted from concrete bunkeгs and entreпched 
positions. The опІу cover the raiders were afforded were the В-52 ЬошЬ 
crateгs. From l1is position in the western-most bomb crater, Mad Dog 
radioed ot/1er tеаш members stating а machinegun bunker to his left front 
was piпning down his force , and asked if аnуопе could fire оп it. СРТ Cahill 
and otl1ers reporte(i that they were pinned dowп and coнld not help. ТІ1е 
medic, SGT Jamison, dashed онt to retrieve а wounded mап; heavy fire cut 
him dowп, killing him on the spot. СРТ Cahill directed the guпships to 
suppress the епеmу concrete l1Lmkers who made mнltiple guп runs оп the 
complex. About J О to 15 minutes into the battle, СРТ Cal1ill hear(i Shriver 
transmit а message that he and five Moпtagпards were going to Лапk the 
machiпegun positioп. No опе else could eпgage tl1e machiпeguл that trapped 
Shriver's men- it was up to Mati Dog. Skittish Yards looked to Shriver алd 
his ha!Г-griп restored а sense of' confidence. Тhеп tl1ey were оп their feet, 
charging - Shriver was his old self, ruплing to the sound оГ guns, а True 
Believer Yard оп eitl1er side, а!! of tl1em dasl1iпg through the flyiпg bullets, 
into the woodliпe, іпtо the very ja\VS of COSVN. 161 Shriver was never seen 
again. 

The enemy fire was so intense that аnуопе tтying to move онt was снt 
down. А sшviviпg гaider related that it seemed like they had tlowп іпtо ал 
ambush. СРТ Cahill lifted his head to evalнate the situatioп апd an АК-47 
rouпd hit him іп tl1e jaw апd exited his еуе . For the пехt 45 miпutes, І L Т 
Harrigaп, І" Platoon's PL, assumed command and coпtiпued to call for tire 
support. After the Huey gunships grew from fош to eight, the епеmу ground 
fire was suppгessed . The guпships continued to refuel апd discharge miпi
gun and rocket tіге. In order to bolsteг tl1e ground torce and Лank the епеmу 
bunker, а recon team of seven persoпnel was iпserted опtо tl1e objective; 
however they ;vere also pinned down. І L Т Marchantel assнmed сошшапd 
when Harrigan was mortally \VOtmded . Marclшltel had to bring ordnaпce so 
close he woнпded hiшself апd l1is sшviving nіпе Montagnards . 

Lateг, two US Апnу Cobra helicopters Гrош Qнong Loi added their 
firepower to relieve the beleagнered raiders. Additionally, two USAF fighter 
jets made several attack runs, briпging machineguп tire, rockets, and bombs. 
The rai(ieгs reported tl1at despite аІІ of tl1e tire support, there was still too 
mнch gгouпd fіге to attempt ап еvаснаtіоп. Weighiпg the гemainiпg opt ioпs , 

160 Plasteг, SOG: Т11е Secгet Waгs of America ' s Commandos іп Vietnam , 236. 
161 Jbid, 237. 
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L те Trabue decided on а napalm airstrike. After t\VO napalm strikes, the 
raicleгs repot1ed а sizable decrease і11 enemy activity, and tl1at it was now 
saf'e f'or ап evacuation. One medic t·ап to Harrigaп's body апd t11ree Hueys 
raced іп and picked up 15 wouпded men. Thнs eпded the COSVN гаіd. Of' 
the 54 raiders inseгted іпtо COSVN, опІу 25 came out alive. 162 

End Game іп Vietпam 

Мапу air strikes were coпdнcted against the Fїsh Hook. Ву tl1e time the 
air strikes ended іп Мау of' 1970, 3,857 В-52 sorties had been flown, 
dropping І 08,823 tons of' bomL1s. 163 The resнlt was f'or the VC was to шоvе 
their HQ and troop coпcentrations f'ш1hег іпtо Cambodia. ln early 1970, 
SOG had its гevenge when tl1e сопvепtіопаІ Army went to work in 
Cambodia. Guitied Ьу SOG teams, huпtireds of' engagements followed as 
scores of еnешу l1atnlets were destroyeti. Ву tl1e time the last American 
нпіts left Catnbotiia in June 1970, sоше 11 ,ООО Commнnist fighters Ішd 
Ьееп killed, along \vith some 2,400 taken prisoner. What saved tl1e NV А 
was tl1e ЗО kilometer opeгations lim it, Ьеуопd \Vhich lJS forces were 
forbiddeп to penetrate. 

РоІісу is supposed to set the goals for strategy. However, the LJS strategy 
f(л the Vietпam War was bereft of апу sнch approach. For example, 
Westmoreland was t.he commander of forces inside Vietпam only; І1е Ішd no 
authority outside its borders. Additioпally, the JCS viewed SOG as 
peripheral апd uпгelateti to tl1e таіп war eГfort. 164 However, GепегаІ 
Westmorelaпd cгedited SOG with haviпg delivered ovcr l1alf of the 
available intelligeпce оп enemy troop and Jogistical conceпtгatioпs in 
theater, апd 75 percent of'the intelligeпce оп the Но Chi Міпh Trail. 165 

Following the Tet OtTeпsive, wl1ich jolted tl1e Атегісаn рнЬІіс, 

coшmitment f'ог the war Ьеgап to wane. The Pcntagon began briпging 

scorcs of нпіts hошс. Funds began to dry нр. Atnerica's f'ocнs was now 
gettiпg out. ОР35 's tiпal rnoпtl1s was becorniпg daпgeгoLts f'or recon tcatns. 
The Trail was becoшing itnpeпetгable. Іп Jнпе 1970, ground operations in 

162 І_іпdsеу. Secret Green Вегеt Commaпdos in Cambodia, 316. 
163 Апdегsоп. ТІ1е СоІшnЬіа 1-!istoгy ot' tl1e V ietпam Wa1·, 368. 1-!атреІ·іпg bombi11g І1ІПS 
agaiлst геЬе І bases like COSVN was tl1e ass istaпce pгovideti Ьу Soviet ships іп tl1e Pacific. 
Soviet sl1ips in tl1e South Сhіпа Sea gave vital еагІу >VШ1lings to Viet Сопg foгces іп SotІth 
Vietпam. The Soviet intelligeпce sl1ips detected Americaп В-52 bombeгs flying fгom Okina>va 
and Guam, and 1·elayed tl1eir airspced апd d i 1·ectioп to COSVN headчuarteгs. COSVN used tl1is 
data to deteппine ргоЬаЬІе taгgets , and clirected assets along tl1e flight path to move 
"peгpendiculaгly to tl1e attack tпJjectoІy." While tl1e lюmbing ruпs still callsed exteпsive 
dшnage, the еагІу wamiпgs fгom 1968- 1970 pгeveпteti tl1em l'rom kil ling а s iпgle mi litary or 
c iviliaп leader іл the heatlчuш1eгs complexes. 
16·' Slшltz, Л1е Secгet War Against Напоі, 256. 
165 Rottman, US MACV-SOG f{ссоп ·гcams, 6'2. 
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Cambodia were terminated and all US personnel were ordered онt. 166 Ву the 
end of' 1970, Colonel Skip Sadler, the last chief' of' SOG observed, "Only 
аЬонt t'orty percent of' SOG tearns were аЬІе to remain оп the gгoнnd in Laos 
f'or anything over t\venty-f'oш lюшs. So strong had the NV А become ... They 
were іп position, they know уон'rе comiлg, and that's а recipe t'or deadly 
resнlts." 167 The NV А was developing а very good capability f'or reacting to 
SOG operations. Finally SOG, one of' the world's foreпюst lethal covert 
organizations was deactiYated оп АргіІ ЗО, 1972. 

Regarding SOG 's lethality and patrolling expeгtise, \vhat rnoгe slшll І 

say? f'ог time would f'ail ше to tell of'the exploits of Oick Meadows, Rol)ert 
Howard, F'red Zabitosky, F'raпk Miller, John Kedenbнrg, ВіІІу Waнgl1, Jolш 
Plaster, Jeгry Shriver, etc. How they killed thousantis of NV А and Viet 
Cong in countless actions, annihilated hнndreds of епеmу vehicles, 
destroyed tens of thousands of' poнnds of епеmу sнpplies, captшed enemy 
POWs, аrкі need І say kept well over І 00,000 епеmу troops stationed aloпg 
the Trail to protect it fтom them. The nнmber ot' SOG peгsonnel killed in 
асtіоп fТom 1964-1 972 was 407. А tгemeпdoнs amouпt tТom а нnit that size. 
lt is obserYed that the kill ratio f'or SOG was оне Jшndred and tifty enemy 
kil\ed tor each SOG шап lost ( 150: І), mнch higl1er thaп the conveпtional 
нпіt ki\1 ratio of 15: J. Prol)ably tl1e higl1est combat etficieпcy iпlJS history. 

Son Тау Raid (Operatioп Jyory Coast) 

Ву the spt·ing of· J 970, tl1ere were 462 American POWs in SE Asia (80% 
in North Vietnam) and ovcr 970 missing іп action. The NV А did rюt adherc 
to Geneva Convcntions, although Nort\1 Vietnam signcd them in J 959. 
Tortшe, stress positions, апd malnнtritioп, all created horreпdoнs 

conditions. Іл Мау 1970, recoпnaissance photographs reYea\ed the existence 
oftwo prison camps west of 1-Іапоі . At Sоп Тау, one photogгaph ideпtified а 
large "К" - а code for "соше get us" -- drawп іл the dirt. Bгigadier General 
Doпald D. Blackburn, sнggested а small group of SF volunteers resctte the 
prisoпers ot· war. Не chose Lieutenant Colonel Arthur D. "Bu\1" Simons to 
lead the group. Because the compound was пюrе than 20 miles west of 
Hanoi, planners of the operation believed that Son Тау was isolated enoнgl1 
to enable а small gюнр to land, rescнe prisoners and withdraw. А full-scale 
replica of the compound was constrнcted at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, 
vvhere а select groнp of SF soldiers trained at night. The mock compoнnd 
was dismaпtled during the day to еІнdе detection Ьу Soviet satellites. 
Oespite security шеаsшеs, time was гunпing онt. Evidence, althoнgl1 

іпсопсІнsіvе, showed that peгhaps Son Тау was being emptied. 

1" 6 Shultz, The Secret. Wаг Agaiпst Напоі, 240. 
167 lbid, 241. 
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ТІ1е leadership ot' tl1e Son Та у raid proposed а sішрІе yet ЬоІсІ , executable 
plan utilizing surprise, speed, and vіоІепсе of action as the fuпdaшentals. 
Оп Nov 18, 1970, tifty-nine Son Тау raiders moved to Takhli, Tl1ailand. 
Only Simons and three others, iпcludiпg Captain Dick Meadows, kпew what 
tl1e шіssіоп was to Ье. Five hours before takeoff оп Nov 20, Simoпs told his 
men : "We are going to rescue 70 Aшerican prisoners of war, maybe more, 
from а сашр called Son Тау. This is somethiпg American prisoners have а 
right to expect froш the ir fellow Soldiers. The target is 23 miles west of 
Наnої" (See Figure 1-27). 

r:їguгe 1-27. Opeгation Jvoгy Coast: Sоп ·гау I~a i ll . 

The ra idiлg force , consistiпg of five МН-53 helicopters апd опе НН-Л:, 

code named В!ие Воу, carrying Meadows' assault force, took off fюm 
Udom, Thailand. The attack aircraft took off fгom Nakhoп Plшnom, 
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Thailand. 168 As а diversion, US Na\'Y aircraft from the aircraft carriers USS 
Ranger, Hancock, and Oriskany in the Gulf of Tonkin dropped flares in 
Hanoi Harbor. The US Air Force also got onboard Ьу having its F -4s and F-
1 05s clear tl1e raider's western approach to Hanoi of any sшface-to-air 
missiles. The raiders l1ad less than ЗО minнtes to complete their mission ог 
face North Vietnamese reinforcements. Simons ' aiгcraft, codenaшed 

Greenlea/ landed at а compoнnd south of the prison referred to as tl1e 
"Secondary School." lt was occupied Ьу some foreigп soldiers . 169 

ln five minutes , Siшons' twenty-t\VO raiders killed some І ОО to 200 
personnel located there. Meaпwhile at Son Тау prisoп, following ап МН-53 
gнп run destroyiпg tl1e camp ' s gнard towers, ВІие Воу condнcted а 

planned/coпtrolled crasl1 Janding inside the POW camp in its НН-ЗЕ Jolly 
Green Giant. А third helicopter, Red wine laпded jнst oнtside tl1e camp and 
cleared t/1e OLІtlying bн i ldings. After ВLІІІ Simon ' s diversion to the 
secoщiary sс/юоІ, Greenlea/joined the fight at Son Тау. 

At the prison, the raiders of aircrafts Recl Tt'ine апd ВІие Воу had 
eliminated most оГ the 60-plLІs gLІards at Son Тау, but there were no 
prisoners of war - they had Ьееп nюved to another camp when the Song 
Con River threateпed to flood. The Son Тау raid ended afler 27 miпнtes . 

Simoпs hadn ' t lost а siпgle mап, апd althoнgh there were по prisoпers to 
rescнe, the operatioп itself was nearly Лawless. Іп the епd , the raid on Sоп 
Тау was а historic апошаІу апсІ іп the operatioпal coпtext, it remaiпs а text 
book example of а raid. Additionally, the raid broнght attentioп to US POW 
treatment in North Vietnam. This resнlted іп the consolidatioп of" аІІ POWs 
in Hanoi, whic/1 had the etТect оГ improviпg matters for the POWs 
dramatically. Fшtl1er, the raid had а loпg standing psychological impact as 
Commuпist forces were shocked Ьу tl1e capability апd audacity of the 1JS, 
vvonderiпg wl1ere we woнld strike next. This itself was an amaziпg 

coпfidence boost for the POWs. 
On March 5, 1971 , 5'1' Group retнrпed to Fort Bragg. The role of Special 

Forces іп Vietnam was over. However, some SF soldiers coпtiпued to serve 
іп various covert missions as part of SOG. After Vietпam, the І sr, З'd , 6'1' and 
8'1' Special Forces Groнps \vere all deactivated, апd following the Deseгt 
Опе debacle, SOF was real igпed under the Goldwater-Nichols Departшent 

of Defense Reorgan izatioп Act of 1986, and the Nuпn-Coheп Amendment 
of 1987. ln Jнne 1983, the Army authorized tl1e Special Forces tab, and later 

168 The total raider torce included: 59 LJS Commandos (SF); 29 LJSAF aiгcrati 92 cre>v. and а 
total of І 05 aiгcraft . 
169 Scl1emrneг, The Rairi, 171. Simons ' rneп rloteri tl1e soldiers >vere rnuch taller, апd betteг 
ечtІірреd tІнш tl1e NVA. Sc!1emmer adds tl1at. іл early November, photo r·ecoпnaissaпce 

гevealed that the Secoпriary SсІюо! began to Ье occupierl Ьу !ZtІssiaп апd Chiпese troops wl1o 
1Nere tra i пing tl1e NVA оп пеw suгface to air rnissile defeпse systeшs . 
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established а separate career шапаgешеnt tield ( CMF 18) for SF enlisted 
men on Oct. І , 1984. Tl1e Special Forces warrant ot1їcer career tield ( 180А) 
soon tollowed and, оп April 9 І 987, the Army Chief of StatT establisl1ed а 
separate ЬгаnсІ1 for SF оПісегs (І 8А). Despite the nшneroнs cl1aпges after 
Vietпam, the basic eleшent of Special Forces, the Operational Detachment -
Alpha (ODA), reшained uпcl1anged. 170 

Lebanese MTTs 

From 1983 to 1985, the І Oth Special Forces Groнp deployed 17 separate 
MTTs to support the Lebanese Апnу. Tl1eir missioп was to advise and assist 
the Lebaпese Army Trainiпg Ceпters. The 1 Otl1 Special Forces МоЬіІе 
Training Teams алd tl1e Lebaпese Апnу developed а trainiпg progt·am tor 
over 5,000 ofticers, NCOs апd soldiers. Traiпing comprised of basic 
trainiпg, combiпed aпns live tire, апd urbaп live tire training. Despite tl1e 
chaotic sitнatioп in Lebanoп, the trainiпg programs coпducted Ьу 1 0 11' SF 
Groнp for the Lebanese Апnу were extremely sвccessful; however, with the 
eпtry ot' tl1e Syrian Army іпtо СеЬаnоп, the MTTs wеге broвght to ап end. 

Central and South America 

When Presideпt Reagan took oftice іп 1980, commuпism was spreadiпg 
rapidly throughout Latiп America. N icaragua was coпtrolled Ьу а 

commuпist гegime, апd with tl1e support of Cuba, tl1ey were woгkiпg tшrd to 
export tl1eiг revolutioп to El Salvador апd Нопdшаs. Tl1e 3"1 Вп, Т1' SF 
Groнp drafted tl1e іпіtіаІ рІап tor US МіІіtагу traiпers іп ЕІ Salvadoг that 
was accepted Ьу tl1e Reagaп Admiпistration. Веgіппіпg in 1981, 7'h SF 
Groнp began sendiпg Gгееп Berets іпtо El Salvador to traiп the Salvadoraп 
Army. 

Tlн·ouglювt the decade of tl1e 1980s, soldiers from the 7t1' Sf' Groнp 
played а critical role іп helpiпg the Salvadoran military grow trom а 
constabulary force of 12,000 to а couпteriпsшgeпcy force of 55,000. 
AdditioпaJiy, the 7 11' Special Forces Group also played а very iшportant role 
іп prepariпg the Honduгaп шilitary to resist апd defeat апу potential 
invasioп from Nicaragвa. The extensive 7 11' Sl: Groвp operations throвghoвt 
Hondшas in the 1 980s поt опІу ргерагеlі them for the thгeateпe(i іпvаsіоп, 
l)ut a\so assisteLi tl1e Ноrкішаn foгces іп conliuctiпg their оwп сонпtеr 

170 Т11е опІу detacl1tneпt positioп to cllaпge 'vas tl1at of tl1e team ехесшіvе officer, по Іопgег 
filled Ьу а lietJteпaпt. btJt Ьу ап Sl' Warraпt Officer with several уеагs ot· tletaclнneпt 
experience. 
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insurgency operations and ultimately defeatiпg tl1e Hoпduraп commuпist
supported insшgeпcy. 

During the Jast l1alf' ot' the 1980s, tl1e 7111 Special Forces Group Ьесате 
involved in coнnter narcotics operations in the Andeaп Ridge countries of 
Veнezuela, Colotnbia, EctJador·, PertJ, апd Bolivia. The ршроsе was not 
only to reduce the flow of drugs ін the United States, btJt also to help coпtrol 
апd reduce the violence tlшt resulted from the flow of illegal апd 

tJнcoнtrolled dollars іпtо South America. Ін СоІотЬіа, SF teams conducted 
а long-term pr·ogram of upgradiпg the capabilities of the СоІотЬіан military 
in its counterinsurgeпt fight agaiпst the insurgency and the drug caгtels. 

Opeгation Jнst Cause 

The lJS invasion of Panatna (OPCAN 90-2), code-named Operatioп Just 
Cause to oust Paпamanian dictator Манuе1 Noriega, was execнteli between 
21 Deceшber, 1989 and ЗІ Janнary, 1990. 171 Jtшnediately prior to tl1e 
operation, Аmегісап forces in Panama nuшber·ed some 13,000 troops 
including tl1e l93ct Jnf'aпtry Bгigade, а batta1ioп eacl1 fгom tl1e 7'h апd 5'1' 
Iпfaпtry Divisions, апd two compaпies of' lJS Marines. The пеwІу tormed 
lJS Апnу Special Operations Commaпd, iпclнding а composite brigade of' 
the 82ct Airborпe Divisioп, broнght іп а further 7,000 troops, iпcludiпg the 
75111 Rапgег Regimeпt анd the eqнivaleпt of five battalioнs of other special 
operatioпs toгces . All told, there were t'ive нncoпventioпal task forces 
involved іп Just Санsе: Green (І" SFOD-0), Black (Special Forces), Recl 
(Rangers), and ВІне (SEALs). Jнst Cause was to begin at 0100 hrs оп the 
20th of' December, 1989 (See Figure 1-28). However, dне to Ганltу 

operationaJ secшity, the PDF had been alerted. The PDF prepared itself tог 
the lJS invasion Ьу establishing roadblocks along diffeгeпt routes Jeading to 
La Comandancia, their military headqнarters in Panama City. 

Shoгtly after midnight on Wednesday nюrning, t.l1e 21 '1 ot' December, 
1989, ал нnknown nшnber of PDF personneJ infiltrated Albrook Air Force 
Base апd tired оп а haпgar where Агmу Special Forces persoппeJ were 
assemb1ing to board helicopters boнnd for the Pacora Riveг Bridge. Two SF 
soldiers were \voнnded іп tl1e contact before the PDF withdrew. Twenty
foш Green Berets from А Со, 3/7 SFG were tasked to establisl1ed an 
ambush west of Fort Cimarroп to block the advance of PDF Bat.talion 2000. 
Considered Noriega's best troops, Battalion 2000 was шoving to rescue 

"' On 29 Noveml1er tl1e SIC !І" У Dгор Zопе at Fort Bragg, Noгt\1 СаrоІіпа, was гeconfiguгed to 
гesemble а small iпteгnational airport witl1 а military aiгfield adjaceпt to it. ln tl1e sсепагіо, а 
гeinfoгced !{anger battalioп paraclн1ted опtо tl1e simulated airfie\(ls апd secшetl tl1ern іп 

advaпce of а bгigade fгom tl1e 82d А і гЬоте Divisioп рагасІнttіпg опtо tl1e llrop zопе (DZ). 
СМН, Орегаtіоп Jнst Санsе, 14. 
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Noriega, who was being l1eld captive in tl1e Раnашапіаn Сошапdапсіа. Led 
Ьу Major Кеvіп Higgeпs, Л 3/7 SFG departecl Лlbrook in three Black 
Hawks to intercept Battalion 2000. 

І Aшbusl1 

д[ :_s~]з/7 

l:iguгe 1-28. Орегаtіоп JLІst CaLІse. 

Лs .ILІst CaLІse developed steam, Panama erLІpted into а seгies of 
cacophonoLІs exp losioпs. Rangers froш 3/75 RGR wеге coпdtІcting an 
airfield seizLІre of the Rio Hato Лirfield, 1/75 was jшnping іпtо 

Torrijos/TocLІmeп Лігрогt, апd Task Force Seшper Fi, coшprised of fouг 
сошрапіеs of US Mariпes, еІ iшinated PDF forces and secшed tl1e critical 
Bridge of tl1e Aшericas which spaлs tl1e Рапаша Сапа!. Also at Paitilla 
Airfieki, а Navy SEA L task force of forty-eight шеn wеге tasked to destroy 
Noriega's persoпal jet . .ILІst after Н-hош the SEA!,s staгteti clearing the 
aiгfield. Іп the fiгefights tlшt followed, the jet was disabled and the 
Panaшanians gLІaгding the airfield wеге killed. BLІt this task pгoved to Ье the 
пюst costly in Operatioп Just Cause. Fош SEALs wеге killed іп асtіоп, and 
eigl1t \Vere wounded. 172 

SimultaпeoLІsly, І" SFOD-D conducteti а raid on Modelo Prisoл іп 

Panшna City. Laпdiпg оп the гооf, lJпit sлipers quickly dispersed, 
eliшinating threats іп nеагЬу buildiлgs. With this соvег, the assault f(JГce 

eftected eпtry and clearcd down two fligl1ts of stairs to MtІse's ccll, 
elimiпating nшпcrous PDF along the way апd sссшіпg tl1eir precioLІs cargo. 
Duriпg the exfil, two МІ-1-6 Little Birds cгasl1ed, wounding two operators. 
However, stayiпg іп the tlght, Uпit meшbers foLІght their way to пеаrЬу 

'" СМН, Opeгation Just Cause, 23. 
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buildiпgs апd, while securing Muse, cooгdinated their retuгn trip back to the 
US base via ground exfil . 

Aшbush at Расага Bгidge 

As Task f'orce Black neared Pacora Bridge, the lead pilot spotted а convoy 
of six PDF vehicles approaching froш the east. It was now а race to see who 
сонІd take the bridge first. Jнdg ing tl1e terгain just west of the bridge as the 
best р1асе to ашЬнsh the PDF, Higgens ' l1ad his force dropped off, and the 
шеп of А 3/7 quickly dislodged the l1elicopters, dep1oying а hasty ambнsh at 
а point overlooking the key terгain on the Pan-Aшerican Highway (See 
flgшe 1-29). 

~ LfUldiЩZ<imt> 
tPostAшbнSIJ,) 

І' іgш·е 1-29. Pacora 13гidge Ambнsl1 2 1 Dec 1989. 

The first Gгeen Berets to arгive 1et loose а barrage of anti-taпk гockets, 
greпades, and sшаІІ агшs fіге опtо tl1e Battalion 2000 motorcade. As lead 
vehicle l1нrst into flaшes, the шоtогсаdе screecl1ed to а halt. In the eпsнing 
chaos, Noriega' s best abaпdoned their vel1icles, апd fired wikily at the US 
position. Higgeпs ' Air f'orce СошЬаt Coпtroller then vectore(J in ап АС-ІЗО 
which нпІеаsІ1еd а devastating salvo of· fire at а шеrе lшпdred шeters Гrom 
the SF Сошраnу. Trapped PDF soldiers scraшbled онt of their vehicles to 
Ье waylaid Ьу weatheгing Гіrе. А secoпd АС-І ЗО was called in which 
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provided additional fiгepower and up to date enemy groLІnd movement 
intormation . Ву daybreak, TF Black sent oLJt а qнick t·eaction torce (QRF) 
to reinforce Higgeпs' соmрапу. А З/7 controlled the bridge while tt1e QRF 
LJnder Major Perez aпived and cleared the east side of the river. ODA 714 
led tl1e way and cleared а buildiпg пеаr the bridge on the east side. The 
Battalioп 2000 was destroyed with hundreds of POF killed or wounded . А 
3/7 was able to ІюІd the bridge throLJgh the night, preventing the enemy 
elemeпts from reinforcing PDF LJnits in Paпatna City or interferiпg witl1 tl1e 
American assau lt оп Torrijos and Tocumen Airports .173 

Designated Task Forcc Black, sokiicrs fгom the 7' 1' SF GroLtp, many of 
whom were already stationed in Panama, supported the entire operatioп Ьу 
conductiпg many recoпnaissance and direct асtіоп missioпs as \vell as the 
"Ма ВсІ! take tiowпs'' of пшnerotts Рапшnапіап Oefeпse Fогсе (POF) uпits 
thгouglюLJt tl1e coLJntry. Еvег the resourccfLJI wan·iors, the Green Berets of 
7'1' Gгoup came up witl1 а plan they referred to as ' ' Ма ВеІІ take dowпs ." А 
member of' an ООА wottld fїпd а working tcleplюne OLttside а garrisoп and 
саІІ the leader оГ thc PDF unit iпsidc wh ilc an АС-ІЗО circled ovcrhead. 

As dcscribcti Ьу thc commaпdcr oГ7th SF Group, ·'wc ' d call thcm оп tl1c 
рІюnс апd say, look up. Оо you sec thc С-ІЗО? You can surrcndcr to нs, or 
thcy сап blow you away. What would you like to havc happen? If tl1e POF 
commander tieclineti thc invitatioп , tl1c gunship would fїгс some оГ its 
оrdпапсс іпtо а clcariпg or thc nearby jнngle ог somc helicoptcrs woнld 
buzz Ьу overhead at trcctop lcvel. If these " eпcouragements" failcd , there 
was always а соmрапу оп staпdby to Ье iпsertcd into thc opcration. Usнally 
the telephoпe call \vorked, апd по force was пecessary іп these remotc 
arcas .174 Other SF teams пeutralized PDF' uпits, raidecl епеmу command апd 
control facilities and later accepted the sшrendeг of hнndreds of enemy 
troops іп distaпt proviпces. After the end ot' Operatioп Just Санsе , 7'1' Group 
played а key role іп Operation Promote Liberty, which, over 6 пюnths 
transformed Panama frorn а military dictatorsl1ip supported Ьу а corrнpt 
military, into а legitimate dernocratic goverпrnent, pгotected Ьу а police 
force . 

Operation Oeseгt Storm 

Dttring Operations Oesert Shield апd Oesert Stoпn in 1990-91 , elemeпts 
ofthe З'd , 51h and 1011' Sf' Groнps deployed іп sttpport ofthe coalition which 
moved to ottst Sadciam Ht.tssein ' s forces from Ku\vait. Duriпg the gгouпd 
war, І 09 SP OOAs accompanied vігtнаІІу the entire raпge of foгces і пtо 

battle . ТІ1е teams perfoгmed raids, specia l гесоппаіssаnсе (SR), combat 

I7J lb id, 17. 
174 СМ І-І , Ope t·atioп Just Cause, 41 . 
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search and rescue (CSAR), апd trained the Kuwaiti resistaпce as well as 
coalitioп uпits . They were ашопg the first US soldiers into Kuwait City. 
Additionally, SF teaшs pert'orшed iшportant intelligeпce collection 
шissioпs, sLІch as condLІcting reconпaissance оп the terrain the Coalitioп 
t'orces woнld нsе іл the t'orthcomiпg groLІnd attack. 

Ргіоr to the grouпd invasion, thirteeп ODAs were infiltrated deep into 
Ігаq , sоше LІр to І 50 шiles behind enemy Ііпеs. СоІопеІ Jim КraLІs ' s 511 ' SF 
Group was assigпed the special reconnaissance (SR) шіssіоп. Three teams 
ot' three to six шеn each woнld Ье inseгted north ot' the ELІphrates to have 
eyes on the roads and ten teaшs woLІid Ье positioпed soltth ot' the гіvег. 175 

ТІ1е teams woнld radio warniпgs if епешу І·еіпfоrсешепts from Bagl1daci 
attempted to inteгcept the СоаІіtіоп forces as they eпveloped tl1e /гачі Аrшу 
апd liberated Kuwait (See Figure 1-29). The SR missioп called for the teaшs 
to Ье iпserted Ьу Task f'orce 160 (TF 160), the 16011' Special Operatioпs 
А viatioп Regiшent (SOAR), at off-set іпfіІ poiпts approx iшately 5-І О 

kiloшeters away froш their гессе sites, walk for aboLІt five hoLІrs and sрепсі 
sоше foLІr hoшs diggiпg their hide sites froш wheгe tl1ey would l1e the eyes 
and ears ofthe Coalition. 176 

Опе of tl1e SR teaшs , ODA 525, led Ьу CW2 Chad "ВLІІІ" Balwanz, was 
assigned Higl1way 7 (See FigLІre 1-30). They \vere to pгovide early warпiпg 
іп the event of ап Iraqi couпter-attack or additional forces шоvіпg soLІth 
toward KLІwait and the Coalition forces. Early шoгning оп the 24'1' of 
Febгuary, 1991 , ODA 525 had jнst enough tіше to f'inish digging tf1eir l1ide 
sites . The tеаш had iпtlltrated via t\VO МН-60 ВІасk Hawks, cached 
ечuіршепt, апd walkeci for hours uпder rнcksacks weighing in excess of І 75 
pounds. 177 About 300 meters east of' Highway 7, Balwanz f'ouпd grouпd 
sLІitable for the hide sites . The positioп \Vas tlюLІght to Ье close enough to 
identity епешу vehicle types; detail was iшportaпt. With the coшing of' 
шorning, the tеаш had just begнn takiпg shifts when they were 
coшproшised Ьу Веdоніп childreп. 178 After iпitially thiпking they ш igl1t поt 
Ье coшproшised, the area arouпd ODA 525 сате alive . 

Battle of Suwayj Ghazi 

After seeing sоше trucks pull up апd un load about І 50 Iraqi soldieгs , 

Balwanz gave the сошшапd to detoпate the gear and called іп an ai r strike. 

175 Waller, The Commaпdos, 357. 
176 lbid, 361. 
177 Іп order to suгvi \'e up to 5 (\ays оп tl1e gгoull(\, еасІ1 man carгied :ю quшis ofwateг, гаtіопs , 
ammнnitioп, radios, batteries. as \Vell as l1ide site eчнipment. The !Ji(\e sites took about 4 І1ошs 
to dig апd \Vеге about 5 feet Ьу З teet апd cl1est l1igl1 . 
'" Waller, The Cшnmaпdos, 9. 
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The lгaqi soldieгs fired vvildly as they closed іп on tf1e ОDЛ, standing 
straight нр апd Ьнлсhеd together. DeGrot1~ а weapons sergeant, and another 
team mate, Ьеgал dшnpiпg 40mm greлades from tl1eir M203s into the 
advancing lraqis. In jнst tеп miПLІtes, the eight Green Berets of ОDЛ 525 
had killed about forty soldiers. When tl1e F-Iбs arrived, the team used their 
emergency PRC-90 radio апd signal mirror to direct а cluster bomb апd 
2,000-poнnd bombs to stop tl1e lгaq і attack оп the beleagнeгed team. Shortly 
before 8pm on 24 Febrнary, two TFI60 МН-60 Black Hawks landed in 
Bal\vaпz's perimeteг апd extracted t!Je team back to King Fahd lnteгnational 
Лirport. 

IRAQ 

Saнdi Arabia 

~ti!Ol" 

18'" AHN Corps 

Fі~ше 1-30. Орсгаtіоп Ocscrt Storm. Spccia1 f'oгccs SR MissioІ tS, FсЬншrу 1991. 

Battle of ЛІ Hamzah 

On the пight of 23 February, 1991, to the west of Balwanz's team, two 
MH-60s shLІttled ОDЛ 523 іпtо а position to move into l1ide sites with eyes 
on Н igh\vay 8. Sims, t.he team sergeant of 523, and the team lealier, СРТ 
Conner, woulli command а split team, each at hide sites about 24 kilometeгs 
арагt. Sims' team set нр theiг hide site about а ki lometer \Vest of Highway 8. 
Similarly at liaybreak, Sims' team was compromised Ьу BedoLІins, and 
within thirty minutes а reinforced Jraqi platoon штіvеd to attack the t!Jree-
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шаn eleшent. Armed villagers and soldiers were gunned down Ьу the Green 
Berets as they rushed their position. 

Thirty шinutes later anotl1er bus load ot' Iraqi soldieгs arrived just іп time 
t'or Siшs' airstrike. An F- J 6 Eagle spotted tl1e sшrouпded team 's positioп, 
and \\o'ith Sims' direction, dropped cluster ЬошЬs and J 000-pounders only 
300 шeters away. 179 The ЬошЬs held the Iraqis ot't'. Soon afterwaгd, а single 
TFJ60 МН-60 landed in between Siшs' eleшent and the attacking lraqi 
platoon. With the шiniguпs шowing dowп advaпcing lraqi soldiers, the 
three Green Berets threw theшselves into the Black Hawk and under intense 
fire, the pilots шаdе their way south, back to King f'ahd Iпtemational 

Ai1-port. 

The Scнd Hunters 

Another critical special opeгations шission that was condнcted prior to the 
ground invasioп was the опе executed Ьу eleшents of J ' ' SFOD-Delta along 
with Bгitain's 22"d SAS. ТІ1е шіssіоп called for the Delta teaшs to раtгоІ 
large open expanses of Iraq 's westem districts for Scud шissile lauпch sites 
аші theп call іп airstrikes to destroy tl1e Scнds. 180 Sad('\aш Husseiп had 
calleti оп the Arab world to destroy Tsrael and the westerп infidels . The 
Scuds targeted Israel 's capital Те І Aviv, and would proYe to Ье siшilar to 
Hitler's V-2s at the close ot' the Second World Wаг. Destroying tl1e Scuds 
on the groнnd proved to Ье qнite а dit'ticult шission as the Iraqi Scud crews 
rешаіпеd constantly on tl1e шоvе and сонІd drive to а coordinated ІаuпсІ1 
site, fire tl1eir шissiles, ап(і dгive away in less than ten шinнtes . То 

сошрІісаtе the шission fнrther, the Iraqis routiпely (ieployeti decoys . BG 
Downing, the JSOC coшrnander, organized elements fгorn two Delta 
squadrons, а сошраnу of Rangers, and sоше SEAL Team Six (ST -6) into а 
joint task torce (JТF) based out of Ar Ar, Saudi Arabia. 

After шаnу days оп the grouпd prior to tl1e invasioп sоше 40 Scuds were 
destгoyed Ьу Downing 's JТF. With the aYerage daily Scud l auпches 

dwiпdliпg froш tive to one, Downing ' s JTF uпdoubtedly saved coнntless 
lives, and effectively kept Israel out of the war, which had she joiпed \'lou ld 
have collapsed the Arab contingeпt of the Coalition. Addit ioпally, 

Downing' s task force attacked а telephone station іп \'lestern lraq, severing 
the line of cornmtшication between Baghdad and Ашшаn; crticial to 

,;., Jbid, 369. 
" 11 Т11е Scud. R- І І ractical ballistic missile, was Soviet made апd wi<iely ехрогt.е<І. Scщ!s were 
respoпsible fог most of the соаІіtіоп deatl1s outside of Ігаq апd Ku1vait. ·гhrouglюtІt tl1e war. 
Saddam 's Scнds kille<l fouг lsгaelis , ілjше<І at Jeast 289, Ш](І lefr some 4,000 lюmeless. 

Additioпally, 128 Americans killed ог wouпded rcsulred tl·om the Scud artack оп Dlшhraп. 

103 



Chapter І А Concise 1-Iistory ofthe Special Forces 

keeping Jordaп out of tl1e war which Saddam Hussein was attempting to 
bring to his sicle. 
Ол the nigl1t of the 2З'd ot' February, 1991, Allied aпnor алd airbome 

forces, uлleashed а massive eлveloping attack, which by-passed the t'roлt 
line lraqi torces алd cut ot'f their avenLІe ot' retreat. The result was а 
spectacLІiar victoгy. Following the І iberation of Kowait and tl1e cessation of 
hostilities, GепегаІ Schwarzkopf commented that the special opet·ations 
forces emp1oyed dшing Desert Shield and Storm were the gІне that helcJ the 
Coalition together and made it work. This was qoite а concession as 
Schwarzkopt' was поt а big fап of special operations. ln Apri І 1991, 
Operation Pгovide Comf'ort and Pгovide Comfort 11 were coлdtІcted Ьу the 
US апсі some of its Gнlf War allies to ciefend Kшds fleeiпg tl1eir homes іп 
пortherп lraq іп the aftermatl1 ofthe GulfWar. Uпder Colonel Тапgпеу, аІІ 
thгee battal іопs of 1 011' Sf-' Groнp were deployed ін order to assist the Kurds 
and deliver hшnanitariaп aid to them. І 0111 SF' Groнp was crecJited Ьу 
Geпeral Galviп, tl1e commaпder ot· EtJCOM as having saved half' а million 
Kшds f'rom ехtіпсtіоп. 

Operation Restore !-!оре 

Operation Restore !-!оре was а US iпitiative coпducted uпder the umbrella 
ot' the tJnited Nations-saпctioned multiпational torce whicl1 operated in 
Soma1ia betweeп December 1992 апd March 1995. The operation \Vas 
tasked with carrying out lJпited Natioпs Secuгity СонnсіІ Reso1нtion 794: to 
create а protected environment for сопсінсtіпg hшnaпitarian operatioпs in 
the southerп half' of Somalia. Tl1roнghout Operatioп Restore !-!оре, ODAs 
from 5111 and І 011' SF Groups coпdtІcted а multitude of stabi lity operatioпs . 

During tJNOSOM 11, tl1e secoпd pl1ase of the UN mission in Soma1ia, 
Geпera1 Aic1id, а reпegade Somali warlord, had killed and injшed several 
soldiers usiпg improvised bombs. Іп response, President Clintoп approved 
the proposal to deploy а special task torce, TF Raпger, composed of 400 
tJ.S. Army Raпgers and 151 SFOD-De1ta commaпdos. Operatioп Gothic 
Sегрелt, coпdнcted from Aнgust to October 1993, vvas laнnched with tl1e 
primary mission of сарtшіпg warlord Mohamed Farrah Aidid. 

On the afterпoon of 3 October 1993, intormecJ that t\\>·o leaders of Aidid's 
c1an were at а residence іп central Mogadishн, TF Ranger sent 19 aircraft, 
12 vehicles, and 160 mеп to ki11 or capttІre them. The two Somali 1eaders 
\vere qнickly captшed, however armed militiamen and civilians coпverged 
on the target area from аІІ over the city. When two МН-60 Black Hawk 
he1icopters were shot down, groнпd forces coпvergeci to their locatioпs to 
recover the persoпnel. The eпsLІing batt1e to get to the cJowпed helicopters 
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turпed out to Ье the шost intensive close сошЬаt that U.S. troops had 
engaged іп sіпсе the Vietnaш War. 

During the гаіd, MSG Gary Gordon and SFC Randall Shugl1aгt, а 

sniper/observer tеаш with Task Force Ranger, provided precision and 
suppressive fiгes frorn helicopters above tl1e two helicopter crash sites. 
Learпiпg that по ground forces were available to rescue one of the downed 
aircrews and aware tlшt а gro1ving nнrnber of еnешу were closing in оп the 
site, Gordon and Shнghart voiLІnteered to Ье iпserted to protect their 
critically woнnded cornrades. After their third reqLІest they were inserted 
оле hшкired шeters soutl1 of the downed chopper. Aпned with опІу their 
persoпal weapons, the two coшшandos fought their way to tl1e dowпed 
fliers throLІgh intense sшall am1s fire, а шаzе of shanties апd shacks, and the 
епешу coпverging оп the site. А fter Gordon and ShLІghart pLІIIed tl1e 
woLІnded frorn tl1e wreckage, tl1ey establisl1ed а periшeter, рнt theшselves in 
the пюst dangerous positioп, апd foLІght off а series of attacks. The two 
cornшandos сопtіпнеtі to pгotect their coшrades until they had depleted their 
ашшuпіtіоn and were thernselves fatally Іvotmded. Their actions saved the 
life of СWЗ Michael Dшant. Gary Gordon and Randall Slшghart, '"'ere 
posthuшoLІsly awarded tl1e Medal of Honor for their valiaпt eff'orts. 

In the end, 18 U.S. troops on the rescue convoy were killed, \'-'llile 
estiшates of Soшali fatalities are аrошкі І ,ООО шіІіtіашеn killed dшing the 
battle. Although the шission's objective of capturiпg Aidid's associates '"'as 
accoшplished, on October 7 in а пationwide television address, President 
Clinton effectively eпded the lJS proactive роІісу in SошаІіа and called for 
the witl1drawal of alllJS forces no later than Marcl1 З І, 1994. 

Operation Uphold Deшocracy 

Operation lJphold Dепюсrасу 1vas an intervention designed to reшove the 
шilitary regirne installed Ьу the 1991 Haitian сонр d'etat tlшt overthre>v the 
elected President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. ТІ1е operation was effectively 
autlюrized Ьу tl1e З І July 1994 lJnited Nations Secшity СонnсіІ Resolutioп 
940. With an array of forces prepared to iпvade, inclнding eleшents of the 
82"d Divisioп (Airborпe) already in the air, а diplomatic element led Ьу 
former President Jimmy Carter, U.S. Senator Sam Nнпп and retired forшer 
Chairшan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Geпeral Colin Powell persLІaded the 
leaders of Haiti to step dowп and allow the elected officials to retum to 
power. This effoгt was successful dLІe in part Ьесанsе the lJ .S. delegation 
1vas able to роіпt to the шassed forces poised to enter the coLІntry . The 
шilitary шіssіоп changed froш а сошЬаt орегаtіоп to а peace-keeping аші 
пatioп-bнilding operatioп at that роіпt witl1 the deploymeпt of tl1e lJ.S. led 
шultiпatioпal force (MNF) іп Haiti. 
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МNF-Haiti was made up primarily of З'd SF Groнp аІопg with the otl1er 
active апd гeserve SF Groups in sнррогt, but also inclнded the І 0'1' 
Монпtаіn Divisioп. MNF -Haiti continued нпtіІ June 1996. Dшing stabil ity 
opeгations in Haiti on 12 Jаnнагу, 1995, SFC Gгegory Caгdott of І s< Bn, З'сt 
SF'G (А) was shot an(i killed while detainiпg а ІосаІ Haitian who had 
illegally crossed the Haitian-Dominican border. The assailaпt also shot his 
partпer, SFC Tommy J. Davis. SFC Davis managed а difficult weak-haпded 
rifle slюt to the assailant, killing him. 

Operation Endшiпg \)reedom 

Wheп the lJ .S. was attacked on 9/ І!, sr: played а major role in the lJ .S. 
гesponse. lї1е lJ.S. retaliated чнісkІу against the Taliban, whicl1 sнpp01te(i 
the ai-Qaeda teгrorists who perpetrated the 9/ І І attacks and soнght 

protectioп іп Af'ghanistan, Ьу lauпchiпg Operation Еп(ішіng f"'reedom 
(OEF'). ОЕІ~ officially began the eveпing of 7 October, 200 І ~~itl1 Operation 
Cresceпt Wind. This was the narne given to the СоаІіt іоп air campaign 
~~hicl1 targeted Taliban commaпd апd coпtrol as well as air det'ense sites. 181 

The majority of the ТаІіЬап's апtічнаtсd аіг deteпse агsепаІ was destтoycd 
the iirst night of aiгstrikes along with tl1cir aged MTG-21 s апd SU-22 
aircraft. The first U.S. groнпd forccs іп A(ghanistaп aftcr 9/ 11 werc 
members ofthe СІЛ 's Special Activities Divisioп (SAD). Covert opeгations, 
нпdеr the паmе "Ja'vvbreaker," broнght real-time ассшасу to tl1e developing 
missioп. The SAD tcams iacilitated the iпsertioп and liпk-up of 5'1' SF 
Groнp's first teams оп the groнпd with tl1e Noгthern ЛІ І іапес (NA). 182 

АІ Qaeda 

АІ Qaeda \vas originally established to facilitate the integгatioп of young 
Arabs іпtо the aпti-Soviet resistance in Afghanistaп, Ьнt after tf1e Soviet 
withdrawal іп 1989, tl1e organization evolved іпtо the vangнard of а global 
fuпdameпtalist іпsшgепсу sceking to нnite the iпternatioпal Mнslim 

commнnity LІnder а uпited political and religioнs authority. lп 1985, Sheik 
Adallah Azam and Osama bin Laden created the Mekhtab al-Khidemat 
(МАК) or "Services Вшеан" to facilitate administrative problems for 
foreign Мнs І im fighters. 183 

ш Neville, Special Operatioпs Foгces і11 Afgl1a11istaп , 6. 
'"2 The Nortl1erп АІІіапсе, ofticially kпоwп as the lJnited lslamic Гго11t tor tl1e Salvatio11 of· 
Afgl1aпist.aп, was oгgaпiz.ed to гes i st tl1e ТаІіЬап іп tl1eir attempt to сопtгоІ tl1e wІюІе of' 
Afghaпistan. ТІ1е Nortl1em Al liance foнght а defeпsive war agaiпst tl1e Taliban goverпment 
from 1996-200 І. 
'"' Casebook іп lnsuгgency and Revolutionary Waгfare Volшne 11,489. 

106 



Chapter І А Concise IIistory ofthe Special Forces 

At the шost basic level of analysis, ЛІ Qaeda represeпts the 
iпterпationalization of Islaшic шіlіtапсу, tacilitated Ьу teclшological 

chaпge, but ultiшately driveп Ьу the tailure ot' earlier Islaшist шoveшents to 
bring about serious political change in their оwп domestic eпviroпments . 

Notable incidents attribнted to ЛІ Qaeda inclнde the 1992 bombings of two 
hotels іп Yemen; the 1993 bombing ofthe World Trade Center in New Уогk 
City; the 1998 boшbings of two United States eшbassies in Tanzania and 
Kenya; the 2000 boшbing ofthe USS Cole in Уешеn, and the 2001 attacks 
that destroyed the World Trade Center in New Уогk and daшaged the 
headqLІarters ofthe lJ.S. Departшent ofDefense in Washiпgton ОС. 

Task Force Dagger 

Ced Ьу СОС .lohn MLІlhollшкt, the 5th Sf< GюLІр foпned а joiпt special 
operations task force (.ІSОТІ') kлоwп as Task f<'orce Oagger to control 
special operatioпs in пortl1ern Afghaпistaп (JSOTF -North). 5'h Group teaшs 
based oLІt of' а forшer Soviet airbase іп Karshi-Khaпdabad (К2), lJzbekistaп, 
laLІnched their first teaшs іпtо Afglшпistaп, ODAs 555 апd 595, оп the пight 
of J 9 October, 200 J. MLІllюllaпd decilied that Dostum at Маzаг-е Sl1arif 
\VOuld get ODA 595 and ODA 555 woukt go to К11ш1 at Bagгam, just 25 
шіІеs fтom КаЬнІ, with а priшary mission of destroying а! Qaeda/Talibaп 

forces (See Figure l-31). 
Early on the 20'1' of October, SOAR inserted ODA 595 into the Dari-a

Souf Valley some fifty miles south of Mazar-e-Sharif. Their шіssіоп was to 
coordinate the seizure of Mazar-e Sharif. The Green Berets li11ked-up with 
General АЬdш Rasl1id Dostшn, the comшander of the largest NA factio11 . 
From there, ODA 595 adva11ced to clear the Dari-a-Souf' riveг valley of the 
Taliban. 

The tе1таіп and >veather in wl1ich ODA 595 апd later ODA 523 >vorked іп 
was ЧLІіtе iпcredible: at elevatioпs exceediлg 6,000 feet, шoveшent was 
restricted to пarrow winding шоuпtаіп trails і11 which sheer rock f'ace drop 
of'fs of' thousaпds of' feet were negotiated Ьу шеrе foot-wide patJ1s. Mounted 
on lюrseback, tl1e ше11 of ОПА 595 took part in their first сошЬаt 

engageшe11t whe11 Dostнш's force took tt1e village of Bishqab from the 
Taliba11 011 21 October, 200 І . ТІ1е success was f'ollo\ved up Ьу e11gagements 
at Cobaki on 22 OctoЬer, Chapchal 011 ОсtоЬег 23, and Оіше11tап on 25 
ОсtоЬег. Dostшn's forces, along witl1 ODA 595's coordiпated airstтikes, 
pushed the Taliban out of the valleys. 
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Uzi>ekistдn 

Turkmcпistan 

t:igш-e 1-31. Atgl1aJ1istaп. 

Battle of Ва і Beche 

Taj ikistaп 

t - ВаНІ\' ofHai B~he 
2 - &1t}~ of.8'*rm~1 

з ~· Bat!le- Qпafit.1 ~л)~t 
4 _, Sн~ge of Qa.l~ ··e~Ga...4.~i 

5 ~- ВМ!ІР. oi'Torn Ве>1'3. 

rїghting their way LІр the Dari-a-SoLJf with ODA 523 and General Atta' s 
f'oгces on their flank in the Balkh Valley, Dostшn's lюrsemen ащі ООА 595 
were wreaking havoc оп the Taliban. Оп 2 November, ООА 523 linked-LІp 
with General Atta' s forces to join the Allied pLІsh to>vaгd Mazar. ТІ1е key 
battle came when the retreatiпg ТаІіЬап broLІght а\1 available forces foгwarti 
апd prepared defensive Ііпеs at Soviet-built detensive positioпs пеаr the 
village of Ва і Beche. Оп 5 November, 200 І , ООА 595 coordinateti а В-52 
airstrike 'viH1 а cavalry charge Ьу Oostшn's Гorces to ovemm the ТаІіЬап 
defeпses. With their ceпter оГ gravity fractшed, the routed Taliban retreated 
іп disorLier, unat1Іe to make any eПective staпLi. 184 ТІ1е victory at Ваі Beche 
орепсd the way Гоr Oostшn апсі Atta' s Nortl1erп Alliance forces to capture 
Mazar-e Sl1ariГ wl1ich fell to tl1em оп November І О. Л1е fall of Mazar-e 
Sl1arif' eгtectively ended апу ТаІіЬап resistaпce іп tl1e погth. 

1" Biddle, Atghaпistaп апd tl1e t:нtш-е of \Vагfш·е. 18. 
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The DestrLJctioп ot' the ТаІіЬап іп the North 

То tl1e east of' ODA 595's operatioпs , ODA 555 woulcl Ье huпdreds of' 
шiles f'гош апу Allied forces, апd hours froш any possible extraction in the 
event of а collapse of tl1e NA. ТІ1е МН-47 Chinooks shuttling ODA 555 
were barely able to шаkе it over the high moLшtain passes. The crew апd 
passengers had to use охуgеп. The гound trip joumey to deliver ODA 555 to 
Bagraш took the 16011' SOAR сгеw шоге than І 1 Іюшs, v>'ith three in-flight 
refueliпgs. ODA 555 linked нр witl1 the SAD team in the Panjshir Valley 
and were takeп to а safe hoнse to link-нp with Fahiш Khan's NA fighters. 
Operatioпs Ьеgап іп earпest tl1e following day. With Kahn 's шен as gнittes, 
ООА 555 aпived to а point overlookiпg Bagram аігЬаsе. Spra,vling онt іп 
the Panjsl1iг Valley flooг were literally hundreds of ТаlіЬап ашt al Qaeda 
taгgets, аІІ under camouflage for pгotection froш aerial obseгvation. 

'Гhе Taliban tiefeпsive woгks, aпnored vehicles, gнns and tanks were all 
densely clнstered апd coнld hardly Ье numbered. What Гollowed \Vas а 

systematic liestпІction oГthe ТаlіЬал. ODA 555 and their Air Force Combat 
Coлtro1ler Sergeant Markham gLJided strike aircraГt and heavy bombers іл 
\Vave аЛ:еr wave of' precision gнi(ied nшпitions (PGMs) опtо taгgets агонnd 
Bagram. Together with Khan's men, ODA 555 also рlаппеd апlі condLJcteli 
а nшnber of'railis оп Taliban and Al Qaeda targets. 

For the next few weeks, ODA 555, assisted Ьу ODA 586 who arгiveli 
later, апlі КІшn ' s men annil1ilateli Taliban torces in the Paпjshir Valley 
takiпg Bagraш and then аЛ:еr some resistance, KabLJI оп ІЗ Noveшber. 

Tl1ere they cleared the lJ.S. emL1assy complex anli set нр the Лrst Americaп 
mission in Kabul since tl1e Soviet іпvаsіоп of 1979. То the \Yest, Taliban 
toгces near Вашіап fell to ODA 55З and Geпeral Khalili's forces aJter а 
brief resistaпce before sшrenderiпg the city оп November І І. Т11е terнnaп 

ODA 55З had been inserted into tl1e Вашіап Valley оп 2 November. As the 
cities fell in rapili successioп to the Allied forces , Multю1laпd focused his 
torces оп tl1e last ТаІіЬап stroпghold of Kondнz. ODA 586 deployed into 
Konduz to assist Khan ' s forces there. ODA 586 usecl І І days of massive 
airstrikes to dешогаІіzе the Taliban іп Kondнz, which fe1l to Khan 's mеп оп 
2З November. 

Battle ofTariп Kowt 

Т11е Battle of Таrіп Ko\vt took place November 1 З апd 14, 200 І duriпg 
tl1e War іп Af'ghanistaп. Іп ear\y Novembeг, Hamiti Karzai had entered 
Taliban-coпtrolled eastem Afglшпistan with а small force of guerrillas, led 
Ьу СРТ Ameriпe's ODA 574. Іп respoпse to the approach of Karzai's f'шсе , 

tl1e inhabitaпts of the tOV\'11 of Таrіп Kowt revolted апlі expel\e(t their 
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ТаІіЬап adшinistratoгs. Karzai traveled to Таrіп Kowt to meet witl1 tl1e towп 
elders. While he was there, the ТаІіЬап marshaled а force of 500 теп to 
retake Таrіп Kowt. ODA 574 апd Karzai's f'ighters cleployed іп froпt of the 
town to block their advaпce. At 0700, the Taliban with some 80 vehicles 
began theiг advance through the pass leadiпg нр to Тагіп Kowt. The battle 
Ьеgап as the teaш 's USAF combat controller, SGT Yoshita, together with 
SFC Dап Petithory, 574's senior Comшuпications sergeant, coordinated 
airstrikes on the advancing соІнтп of ТаІіЬап. ЛІ! told, 27 enemy vehicles 
wеге destroyed with ап approxiшate 150-200 епешу dead. 

Tn the seveп houг battle, using superior techпology and gнts, ООА 574 
and tl1eir mujahadeeп tnanaged to halt the ТаІіЬап advaпce апd drive thetn 
а\ІVау from the tO\'VП. The defeat of tl1e Taliban at Тагіп Kowt was an 
itnportant victoгy fог Karzai , who used tl1e victory to recruit тоге шеn to 
l1is fledgling guerrilla band. His force would grow іп size to а peak of 
aroнnd 800 теп. On Noveшber ЗО , they left Таrіп Kowt апd began 
advanciпg on Kandahar. 

The Siege of Qala-e-Gangi 

Мапу оГ the ТаІіЬап шк\ ЛІ Qaeda tlghters \ІVho sштeпdered in Mazar-e 
Sharif wеге detaiпed as prisoners іп tl1e 19'1' сепtнrу tnud Гortгess of Qala-e
Gangi just >vest ot· the city. On 25 Novembeг, а revolt at the tortress Jed to 
the deatf1 of СТА otrlcer Johnny Spanп. The tortress had previously been 
used Ьу Dostшn ' s forccs as а weapons and ашшunіtіоп dcpot. Thc 300-500 
prisoпers at Qala-c-Gangi expected to Ье f'recd aftcr surrcпlieriпg, wcrc 
ішргореrІу searched Ьу the NA. Sоше carrieli \ІVеаропs апd grcпades into 
the prison. The prisoпers шапаgеd to break іпtо thc tort's arшory and arm 
themselves with ап array of sшall aпns апd RPGs. 

Sрапп foнght witl1 l1is АК-4 7 unt.il it гап онt ot· атпшnіtіоп, tl1cп dгew 
his pistol and emptied it, then toнgl1t оtт his attackers until they 
overpowered апd killed him. The surviviпg СІЛ offlcer and Dostшn ' s шеn 

tnanaged to contaiп the revolt until а 5'1' SF Groнp quick reaction force 
(QRF) arrivcd. Thc fightiпg coпtinнcd for tош days while 511' Groнp 
opcratoгs called in airstrikes. On 27 November the siegc ended \ІVhen the last 
remлaпts of resistaпce wcre crushed: all but 86 prisoпers \ІVerc killed in the 
siege. Gcпeral DosttJШ Jater claiшcd responsibility for the secнrity failшe. 

Tragcdy at Капdаhаг 

f'ollowiпg thciт victory at Тагіп Kowt, Karzai and ООА 574 movcd оп 
Kandahar; Karzai gatl1criпg local Pasl1tun f'ightcrs as thcy drc>v nearer. F-'or 
two days, ООА 574 called in precisioп airstrikes оп dug-iп Taliban 

110 



Chapter І А Concise History ot'the Special Forces 

positions on t11e approaches to the city. Tragedy struck on 5 December wheп 
а 2000-ронпd joint direct attack mш1іtіоп (JDAM) t'ell slюrt ot' its iпtended 
target, killiпg tl1гee membeгs ot' 574, some 20 members ot· Karzai's tогсе, as 
weii as wouпding five ODA members along \Vith Karzai. 185 "How the 
mighty have fallen" (2 Sam 1: 19). ODB 570, ODA 524, aloпg with а 

Маrіпе casevac СН-53, \vere deployed to evacuate the wouпded апd replace 
the falleп members of 574. Five minнtes after the blast, Hamid Karzai 
received а satellite phor1e call infoпniпg him that he'd Ьееп selected to lead 
Afghanistaп's new iпterim goverпment. 

Battle ofTora Bora 

f'ollowiпg the overwhelming success ofthe campaign іп Afghanistan, Al 
Qaetia fighters and the геmпапts of Taliban tleti east to а гegion known as 
Тога Bora іп tl1e \Nhite Moнntains. Coalition human intelligeпce 

(HUMINT) sвggested that sigпificant nвmbers of' епеmу targets "І>vеге 

congregating t.l1ere. Tora Bora, south of Jalalabad, meaпing "black cave," 
оfГегеd Al Qaeda а system of' caves and defeпses. ТІ1е cave network had 
been tieveloped Ьу the Mвjahadeen duгing tl1e war agaiпst the Soviets. 
Beginning ол З December, some 20 Jawbreaker operatives, along witl1 
ODAs 563 апd 572, were inserteti іл Jalalabad to begin an operation against 
А! Qaeda forces in tl1e Тога Bora caves. 

This special operations task torce \VOtІid advise Mujahadeeп uпder the 
control оГ two \Varlords; Hazrat АІі and Mohammed Zaman. Some 2,500 to 
3,000 militiamen, paid for Ьу tl1e СТА, were recruited for the орегаtіол to 
isolate аші destroy Al Qaeda forces in the Тога Bora caves. ODA 572 led 
the attack with pгecisioп-gнided bombs, the militia, witl1 vaгied sнccess, 

pressed ал attack оп tl1e АІ Qaeda defeпsive positioпs. 
With Jawbreaker апd 5'1' SF Group stretched tІ1іп, operators trom J st 

SFOD-Delta were brought in to bolsteг the attack. Small tearns attached 
themselves to the militia, takiпg over tactical commaпd from the СТА. 
Сопtіпuіпg at а steady advaпce throнgl1 the difticult terraiп, апd backed Ьу 
air strikes, the combiпed force sнffocated the eпtrapped Al Qaeda forces; 
however, on 12 December, Mo!1arnme(i Zamaп (incredibly) пegotiated а 
trtJce with Al Qaeda, giving them time to sвrreпder theiг weapons and 
escape over the mountains into Pakistaп. 186 Ву conservative estiшates, the 
аmовпt of АІ- Qaeda killed in t!1e operation was arouпd 300. 

185 Mernl1e1·s of ODA 574 kilJed іп tl1e blast were MSG JefTeгsoп Davis, SFC Dan Н. Petithory, 
апd SSG Вгіал С. Prosser. 
186 Berпtseп, Jawbreakeг: Т11е attack оп \)іл LАІtІеп апtІ аІ Qaetla, 123. Berпtseп atids tl1at t\vo 
Іагgе gmups of аІ Qaetla escaped: one 135-тап heatietl east іпtо Pakistan, wl1ile Ьіл Laden 
togctl1er "'ith some 200 jilщdists cпtet·ed Pakistaп throнgh tl1e Peiwar pass. 
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Operation Anaconda 

Operation Апасопdа, which took рІасе in early March 2002, utilized the 
сошЬіпеd resources of the U.S. шіІіtагу and СІЛ. Workiпg with allied 
Afghaп шilitary forces, анd North Atlaнt.ic Тгеаtу Orgaпizatioп (NATO) 
forces, the operatioп atteшpted to destroy the rernnants of АІ Qaeda анd 
Taliban foгces. SF іпtеІІіgепсе sources believed suгviving ЛІ Qaeda forces, 
upwards of 4,000 іп size, to Ье gathering іп the Shahi-Kot Valley, sоше 60 
шіІеs sout\1 of Gardez. Aпaconda was to Ье the first large-scale battle in the 
U .S. іпvаsіоп of А fghanistan. Additionally, it was the first operation in tl1e 
Afglшnistan Theater to iпvolve а large nшnber of U.S. сопvепtіопаІ foгces 
participatiпg іп direct сошЬаt activities. 

Similar to Тога Bora, tl1e Shal1i Kot area was ан Afgl1ш1 guerгilla епсІаvе, 
whicl1 eпjoyed significaпt success against the Soviets іп the 1980s. ТІ1е 
defeпsive works iпcluded caves, bнnkers and eпtreпchmeпts. ·тт Dagger 
developed а рІап tl1at iпvolved Zia Lodiп's Afghaп fighteгs as the шаіn 
ofTeпsive pнnch (TF Нашшеr) driving into the valley supported Ьу precision 
airstrikes and close air support (CAS) orchestrated Ьу ODAs 594 and 372. 
The attack would force the епету forces to sqнiгt іпtо the valley while an 
additional Afghan for·cc (TF Anvil), led Ьу Каша! Кhап and Zakin Khan, 
supported Ьу the І О І" Division (Airbome) апd thc І 0111 Divisioп (Моuпtаіп), 
woнld hold key blockiпg positioпs. 

The operatioп began on 2 March 2002, апd irnшediately ran іпtо 

pmblems priшarily with driving trнcks over difficult terтain and іп blackoнt 
conditioпs. Additioпally, it was learпed, throнg\1 late-breaking іпfоrшаtіоп, 
that еnешу forces wеге шassed on the pcaks rather thaп іп tl1c villages as 
carlier believed. То complicatc шatters, tl1e нsнаІ large-scale оrdіпапсе 
iпvolvcd іп thc airstrikes that had achievcd ovcrvvhelшiпg superiority for tl1e 
СоаІіtіоп нр to tl1is роіпt was поt fully нsed to its poteпtial. ТІ1с infantry 
forces of thc І О 1'1 Airborпe апd І 0'1' Монntаіп Divisioпs шistakeпly laпded 
іп tl1e rniddle ot' the valley, iпstead ot' thc outside апd ішшеdіаtеІу саше 
нпdеr heavy ТаІіЬап fire from the peaks. Іп the іпtепsе fighting that 
followed, two Chinooks were shot down and а пншЬеr of others were 
severe!y daшaged. Allied forces еvепtнаІ!у gaiпed the нрреr hand, iпflictiпg 
heavy casualties оп tl1e ТаІіЬап forces апd pнshiпg theш онt ofthe valley. 

f'ollovving six hard days of сошЬаt, the rnajority of AI-Qaeda апd Taliban 
preseпce was reшoved frorn the Shahi-Kot Val!ey. U.S. forces suffered 80 
casнalties іп the operatioп, with eight killed and 72 wounded. Estiшates of 
АІ Qaelia anli Ta!iban casualties raпge fгош 100 to 1,000. 187 

187 CW2 Staпley 1~. Hштitnan was killed ІNhen а Spectre АС-ІЗО tnisidentified l1is convoy. 1\vo 
other ODA tnetnbet·s were injшed a loпg with NA figl1tcrs. 
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Beginning іп October 200 І, 5th Group operational detachments sttpported 
the tribal coalitioпs kno\VП as the Noгtherп АІІіалсе, апd Ьу December, the 
Taliban had Ьееп routed froш the cities, апd the campaigп transitioпed to 
huпtiлg the insшgeпts in tl1e mouпtaiп valleys of eastern Afghanistaп. The 
key to success іп the early сошЬаt operations in Afghanistan was due to the 
by-with-through operational philosophy of the SF ODAs on the groнnd. 
Working with their Afghan allies, using precision airstrikes, the Special 
Forces soldiers broнght the Taliban to their knees. Іп only 49 days from 
infil, the ODAs drove t!1e Taliban out of its strong!юlds in the north, retook 
the capito1 city of Kabul (14 November), ашІ seized the strategic city of 
Kandahar (7 December). Т11е initial campaign ended ;vith the establishment 
of Combined Joiпt Special Operatioпs Task F'orce-Afglшпistan (CJSOTF -А) 
апd tl1e formation of а duly elected Afghan government. 

Operatioп Endшiпg Freetiom continнed with sнbsequent rotatioпs from 
а11 the Sf' Groнps witl1 the 3rd шкі 7th Groнps foпning the core element of 
the CJSOTF-A. Тrаіпіпg and tightiпg witl1 the Afghan Natioпal Апnу, the 
Atghan роІісе and security forces апd continuing the search for l1igh-value 
targets were the primary missions of' the SF teams. Іп October 2006, the 
1J.S. led coalition turned over opcratioпs іп Afghanistaп to NATO-ISAF 
(Iпternatioпal Security Assistaпce Force), with SF Groups continuiпg to 
foпn the core ofthe CJSOTF. 

Coincidiпg with OEF апd OIF has Ьееп Operatioп Епdшіпg Freedom 
Philippines, а campaigп targeted at the Commнnist insurgency in the 
Philippiпes and various Islamic terrorist groups. І st Groнp ODAs, rotatiпg 
in апd out of the Southern Philippines have traiпed and advised РhіІірріпе 
апnу uпits to combat Al-Qaeda groups like АЬн Sayyat'. With thc 
establishmeпt of CJSOTF-Philippiпcs, 1st Groнp ODAs work at the reqнest 
of the РhіІірріпс goverпmcnt апd сопtіпнс the sнpport the GWOT in the 
Philippiпes. 

Operatioп Iraqi Freedom 

March І9, 2003 signaled the start of the secoпd major campaigп in the 
l!nited States' Global War оп Terгor (GWOT), Operatioп Iraqi Freedom, or 
OIF. The LJ.S. led coalitioп that invaded Iraq to oveгthrow the governmeпt 
ofSaddam Ннssеіп inclнded elernents from tl1ree SF Groнps. In the west, 5t1' 
SF Group (CJSOTF-West), was tasked to seize airbases апd conduct ''Scнd
hllnting" to prevent the launch of Iraqi missi!es against coalition forces and 
Jsrael. Оп the night of 19 March 2003, ODA 574 infiltrated via МН-53 
l1elicopters іпtо Jraq in oгtier to captuгe Wadi А! Khirr airbase. The airbase 
wou!d Ье used to briпg in Coalition forces. ТІ1е invasion of Ігаq was 
schcdu1ed to Ьеgіп witl1iп hoLІrs. 
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ТІ1е tеаш was tasked to eпsure the suitability ot' the аіг strip. They vvould 
radio back to 5'1' Group l1eadqtшrters when their hasty assessrnent was 
completed. With tl1e positive assessшent of' the team, tl1e airbase was used 
hoнrs later to iпfiltrate Coalition f'orces into lraq on 20 March. То the west, 
on tl1e border of' Iraq, fifteen І '' Bn 5'1' SF Group ODAs under the coшmand 
of l,TC Chris Haas iпtїltrated atter ODA 531 breacheli the 12-toot high 
Ьегш that Іау оп the border. The ODAs of'TF Dagger ranged f'аг апd wide in 
tl1e trackless dese11, seiziпg nншегонs airfields, preventing the dерІоушепt 
of' scщJ шissiles and haltiпg the reinf'orceшent of' Saddaш ' s forces. Froш tl1e 
пorth, І 0'1' SF Group, along with а battalioп !тот 3'd SF' Group, WOLI](j thrust 
soнthwarli witl1 tl1eir РеsІ1шегgа allies (See f'igure 1-32). 
Оп March 20, 2003, CJSOТI~'-N , Task F'orce Viking, сошргіsеd of 

шешЬеrs of' the 3''1 шкі 10'1' Special F'orces G1·oups (АігЬоте), tlew f'roш 
their base in Котапіа to link-нp with Kurliish resistaпce fighters, tl1e 
Peshшeгga. І 0'1' SF' Ciroup, with шешЬеrs froш 3"1 SF: Groнp, along witl1 
ofTiceгs оГ the CIA's Special Activities Divis ioп (SAD), were tl1e first to 
enteг І гаq ргіоr to tl1e iпvasion. 

The 10th SF Group, augшented witl1 one Battalion t'roш the 3"1 SF Group, 
сошргіsеd 20 ODAs and аІопg witl1 tl1e Kurdish шilitias fixed the Ігаqі 

divisions statioпed along the political bounclary knowп as tl1c Green Lі пс 

and pгeventeli theш froш reiпf'orcing Saddaш ' s аrшу in Bagl1dad. Executing 
а classic SF шission, TF Viking trained апd supplied tl1e Kurdish forces tl1at 
sнbsequeпtly drove the lraqi аrшу out of' the towns of Mosul апd Jrbil апd 
secureli tl1e nortl1crп tlank of thc LJ.S. соаІіtіоп. OIF rotatioпs continued 
\Nitl1 tl1c 5'1' ащі 10'1' SF Groups traiпiпg the rebuilt !raqi аrшу апd police 
forces, as well as conductiпg operations to сарtше l1igh-value targets. 

І 0'1' SF Groнp organized the Kшdish Peshшerga to attack and def'eat tl1e 
Ansar ai-Islarn, а terrorist orgaпization allied witl1 ai-Qaeda. This battle was 
foнght in сгіtісаІ terra iп coпtrolled Ьу Aпsar аІ-ІsІаш in northeasteгn Iraq. 
Kнrdisl1 foгces and tl1eir І Otl1 SF Group advisors soundly deteated the 
terrorists and uпcovered а сhешісаІ weapoпs productioп рІапt at Saгgat, the 
опІу f'acility ot' its type discovered in tl1e Iraq vvar. Three Silver Stars апd six 
Bronze Stars f'or Valor \Vere awarded in this engageшent. І 0'1' Group tl1en 
orgaпized and led the Peshшerga agaiпst Saddaш's Агшу іп the north. Іп а 
series of' battles аІопg tl1e Greeп Lіпе, the U .S.-Ied Kuгdish f'orces preveпted 
Sadliaш's divisioпs, to іпсІнdе thirteeп arшored divisions, f'roш redeployiпg 
to Baghdad to coпtest the Allied iпvasion force coшing froш the SOLJth. The 
І 0'1' Groнp teaшs assisted their Kurdisl1 allies in recapturing and controll ing 
the key cities of' Mosнl, Kirkнk апlі Tikrit. 
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Figure l-32. The Іпvаsіоп оf'ІІШ[2003. 

Opeгation Vikiпg Hammer 

R і\ N 

Оп Магсh 28, 2003, fifty Greeп Berets from зпt Вп, І 0'1' Sf'G(A) апd 
some 7,000 Peshmeгga fighteгs coпducted ап operatioп, kлоwп as Viking 
Напнnеr, to elimiпate the Ansar al-lslam (А І) terrorist as they had occupied 
parts of Kнrdistan (See Figure І -33). Their objective was AI's basc ncar 
Halabja. АІ had takcп over Halabja aloпg witl1 scveгal other surroнndiпg 
villages to сгеаtе а terrorist salieпt along thc border with Іrап. Thc raid f'orce 
coпsisted of ODAs 091, 094, 095, алd 081 aloпg \vit!1 thc Pcshmerga 
militiamen. The Kuгds werc armed with AK-47s with somc 200 rouшis апlі 
no l1elmct or boliy aгmor. The battle Ьеgап just aftcr sнпrisc іп а (iowпpour 
of rain as the ODAs lirew closcr to thc edge of the А! mouпtaiп lair. The А! 
terroгists opened нр оп the гaiding torce with 23mm ZSU fіге. 

The raiding torce jumpeli онt of theiг Land Rovers and Ьеgап assaнltiпg 
uphill іп the mud toward the tirst enemy position. The raider torce support 
position opened up with its own ZSU, МК- І 9, and .50 caliber mасІ1іпе gun 
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tire.188 Subsequent enemy positioпs t'ell as tl1e гаіd torce advanced; tl1e 
епету tl1eп retreated up into the mountaiпs rаіп іпg down fіге on the 
advancing Allied force. At this роіпt the ODAs апd the Peshmerga wеге 
ріппеd do>vn but called in ал airstrike of two Navy F -18 Horпets. Оп 

command the pilot loosed t\vo 500 pound JDAM ЬошЬs and racked the 
terrorists with 25mm саппоn fire. With that, tl1e battle was YirtLІally over, 
and the гаіd force swept through апd cleared the enemy held strLІctLІres. 

Iraq 
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Figure 1-33. Operatioп Vikiпg Hammer. 
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ЕнсІаvе 

Мапу ЛІ tighters tled t.o !гап, some were retumed Ьу Іrаліап boгder 
роІісе \vho wеге takeп prisoner Ьу Kt1rdish forces, others wеге belieYed to 
Ье harbored Ьу Іrап. Witl1 minimal casualties, tl1гee killed and 23 \\'ouпded 
(all Peshmerga), Operatioп Vikiпg Hammer was а major victory. Jt had 
eliшiпated Ansar al-Islaш's preseпce іп пortherп Jraq, апd allowed Kшdish 
uпits to join the fight against lraqi troops іп пortherп Iraq.189 Aciditioпally, 

Атеrісап iпtelligence personnel inspected the suspected chemical weapons 
site in the foп11er ЛІ held village ot' Saгgat апd discoyered tгaces ot' Rісіп іп 

"" Мооге, Huпtiпg Do\vn Saddam, 32. 
" 9 Aпsaг-al-lslam casualties are est.imated at Ьеіпg 150-200 KlA ol!t ofa tota l fогсе of800; tl1e 
remainiлg А! fighters fle(i into lran. А! \\'OtJid later гe-emerge as а gгoup in the Іпщі 
insш·gency. 
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the ГLlins, as well as potassiшn chloride. They also cliscoveгed сhешісаІ 
weapoпs suits, аtгоріпе пегvе gas aпtidotes, апd шапнаls оп шалнtасtuгіпg 
cheшical weapoпs, leпdiпg credeпce to tl1e idea tlшt tl1e site was related to 
the manнt'actшe ot' chemical weapoлs апd po i soпs. 190 Three Greeп Berets 
\'lere awarded tl1e Silver Star f'or tl1eir actioпs аrонпсі Sargat. 

Battlc of' Dcbecka Pass 

Оп Apri! 6, 2003 , thc cightccпth day of the lJ.S.-Ied і пvаsіоп ot' Iraq, 
СоаІіtіоп Forces contiпнed to move southward toward Iraqi batt!e !іпеs 

consistiпg ot' two divisioпs ot' Iraqi Repнblican Guard, t\'IO тесІшпіzесІ 

intiшtry divisioпs, one armored division, eight intantry divisions апd 

Fedayeen Saddam militia. 191 The Ігаqі t'orces, in the tace ot' the аіг stгikes, 
withdrew to Kirkuk. The Тf' Viking objective ;vas to capture а stгategically 
important juпction betweeп МоsнІ апсі Kirkuk, пеаr the villagc оУ Debecka. 
The battle Ьеgап witl1 an aerial bombardment from В-52 bombers. Tf' 
Viking апd the Peshmeгga гesistaпce reached the base of the ridge. 
Peshmerga troops theп proceeded to clear а minefield bef'ore them. lraqi 
troops attacked and stopped the coalitioп force from destroying а large dirt 
Ьепn. The coalition force шаdс theiг way over tl1e top of the ridgeline, anti 
eпgaged the lraqis in bLІпkers, captнriпg aboLІt tweпty oГthem . 

·тт Viking tl1en шounted а sшall hill , obscuгing an approach to the 
crossroads from the soLІth (See Figuгe І -34 ). The US force coпsisted of: 26 
Greeп Berets, three lJSAf' СошЬаt СопtгоІІегs , алd two Military 
lntelligeпce so ldiers; total iпg 31 Americaпs алd 80 Peshшerga militiamen. 
As ап lraqi mесІшпіzесі соmрапу witl1 hLІпdreds of troops approacheti , thc 
foLІr houг battle Ьеgап. The іпіtіаІ Iraqi assaнlt Ьеgап with fouг Т -55 mаіп 
battle taпks, eight МТСВ APCs, three 2-1 /2 tоп trLІcks, plus additioпal sшаІІ 
jeeps апd SUVs. All told, appюximately 150-200 шеп. Of the 19 Javeliп 
missiles fired, І 6 hit епеmу vel1icles; two actLІally hit other stгLІctLІres (пшd 
hнt and а moпшnent) as а result of gunner erгor, (accidentally lockiпg оп the 
~топg target) апd опе missile actually missed.192 

Оп the next day, АргіІ 7, the Iraqi Гorces coLІпter attacked with а larger 
force ot' six Т-55 mаіп battlc taпks and sixteeп MTCBs. ІліtіаІІу, the Iraqis 
approached the ODAs with headligl1ts flashing. Tl1is was likely ап atteшpt 
to tool the Greeп Berets into bel ieviпg that it might Ье а sнrreпdeг, lюwever, 
Greeп Berets of ODA 39 І took out the lead taпk with а Javeliп апсІ clropped 
bombs оп tl1e rest. This асtіоп caLІsed the Iraqi соLІпtег attack to stall апd 

190 Апtепоrі апd HalberstacJt, Rouglшeck Nine-Oпe. 96. 
191 Robinson , Mastet·s of Chaos, 299. 
19' Anrenoгi and Halberstadt, Koнghпeck Nine-Oпe. 137-194. So techпically t.he missiles \vеге 
18 fot· 19 for l1ittiпg wl1at they locked оп. 
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eveлtually witl1Clraw, abaпdoning tl1eir vehicles. The battle ot" Debecka pass 
was ап overwhelrning victory despite the trieпdly t"ire ілсіdепt tl1at occurred 
during the t"ighting. 193 
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Overall, the perf'ormaпce of the Special f'orces Regiшent іп Af'ghaпistan 
and /гач have Ьееп and continue to Ье sine pare. This is evident f'rorn tl1e 
f'act tlшt in one шолth, fewer than І ОО sokiieгs toppleci tl1e ТаІіЬап and 
witпessed а deшocratic f'orш of' governtnent take гооt; the accornplishшents 
in Іrач are no less iшpressive . The war іп Ігач and Afghaпistan are 
indicative of' tl1e types of war the {Jпited States will coпtinue to Гаес іп the 
futшe, because wlшt bcgan as а сопvспtіопаІ сопЛісt has sіпсе cvolvcd іпtо 
а couпtcriпsurgcпcy . And this eпviгonшcnt, аІопg witl1 forcign iпternal 

dcf'cnsc (FJD), is thc priшary шission of Spccial Foгces. 
Today, tl1e Special Forces Regiшent continнes to рІау а key role in tl1e 

lJS caшpaign against terгorism worldwide. On роіпt t'or Ашеrіса, all seveп 
Special Forces groups regularly rotate through Af'gl1at1istan, Jгач, and the 

'''' This incident occнrred пеаr Рі1· Daoнd 011 Sнпdау, 6 April 2003, wІ1еп 18 members of' TF 
Yikiпg were killed and 45 were iпjLJred. An F- 15 mistakenly (iroppe(J а ЬотЬ оп tl1e !JS Special 
l'"orces atlli Peshmeгga ti"Oops iлstead of оп t.l1e lгaq i taпks the ODAs \Vеге engaged witl1 І mile 
a\vay. One of the іпjШ"е(J \Vas Waj il1 Barzaпi, the ЬгоtІ1е1· of Masoнd Baгzani, lea(Jer of tl1e 
Kuгdistaп Deпюcratic Party (KDP). 
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Philippiпes, as well as Africa and South America. Committed to uplюlding 
tf1eir motto, Special Forces ODAs deploy world-wide to execute any пurnber 
оУ critical tasks, destroyiпg the enemies of 1 іЬегtу. 194 

Conclusion 

In regards to the history of the Special Forces Regiment, this chapter has 
merely scratched the surface. There yet remai11S much to Ье chronicled and 
stнdied. А smorgasbord of rich theoretical experience is \.vaiting to yield its 
bouпty. Fог as Cicero has observed, "History illuminates reality, vitalizes 
memory, provi(ies guidaпce іп daily life апd briпgs us tidiпgs of aпtiquities." 
Thus, the studeпt ofwar пее(і опІу appreciate its (iivideпds шкі mіпе deeply. 

Perhaps tl1e myriad accouпts of нndauпted сошаgе, self-sacrifice апd 
determiпation \Viii go uпsнng and нnheard. Yet, t'or tl1e геаІІу good history, 
the kind уон can't get from а book, а man must рау tl1e ргісе of a(imissioп. 
Апd for thosc оГ нs who have made history, having sееп it upclose and 
persoпal, нnderstand that its actнal process is ofteп (]Hite difГereпt to that 
which is pгeseпted to posterity. Опlу let нs Ье hoпest with oшselves, lcam 
from ош mistakes, апd take а healthy intercst іп passiпg оп the vast amoнnt 
of experience we have to the next geпeration ot' (.Jreeп Berets. 

'"' І'ог the nіпе Special І'огсеs critical tasks, see chapter 4. 

119 



Chapter 2 А Legacy of Honor 

"ВаІІІе is the most magni(tcent competition in м,·hіс/7 а lmman lжing сш1 indu/ge. lt 
brings out al/that is hest; ifІ·emove.І' а// tlюt і.І' Іюsе. А/І men an! aji-aiLI in ІюІІІе. 
ТІ1е crl11'ard is the опе и;/ю lets 17isjeш overcome his sense o/duty. Duty is the 

ess(!Пce oj'manhooci. " - Pattoп 

As we 've sееп, the Special Forces Regimeпt is as rich іп l1eгitage as it is 
in !юпоr. This c/1apter, pr·eseпts us with а forшn of l1eroes Ьу setting before 
us first, the Regimental medal of honor recipients and secondly, some of the 
great leaders of the past who have made tl1e Regimeпt what it is today. 

Special Forces Medal of Honor Recipieпts 

"ТIІeyj(JUgl?t.jor ji·eedom, а possession oj/nestimab/e ''alue." 

The Medal of Нопоr is the highest military decoration awardeci Ьу tl1e 
lJnited States goverпmeпt. lt is bestowed Ьу tl1e president, іп tl1e name оГ 
Coпgress, upon members of the lJпited States Armeli Forces wІю 

distinguish themselves throнg/1 ''conspicuous gallantry апd iпtrepiliity at the 
risk of l1is or her lif'e above and l1eyoпli the call of' dнty while engaged іп an 
асtіоп agaiпst ап епеmу of the Uпited States." 1 Due to the паtuге of' its 
criteria, it is otteп awarded posthшnously (more than half' have Ьееп sіпсе 
1941 ). Tl1ere have Ьееп tweпty-f(юr Special Forces Medal оУ Нопоr 

recipieпts -- SІІ·ength anct honoг 1 Неге is tl1e Regimeпt's fiпest: 

CSM Веппіе G. Alikiпs 
SFC Gагу В. Beikircl1 

SFC William М. Bryant 
SGM Jon R. Cavaiani 

COL f{oger Н . Doпlon 

І L Т Loreп D. Наgеп 
COL Robert L. Howard 
SGM Frank D. Miller 

SFC МеІvіп Morris 
SFC Raпdall D. Shнghart 

СРТ Hшnbert R. Versace 
SGT Goгdon D. Yntema 

SFC Eugene R. Ashley 
MSG f{oy Р. Beпavidez 

SGT Вrіап L. Buker 
MAJ Drevv D. Dix 

MSG Gary І. Gordoп 
MSG Charles Е. Hosking 
SP5 Joh11 J. Kedeпbнrg 
SSG Robert J. МіІІег 

MSG Jose Rodela 
І СТ George К. Sisler 

MAJ Charles Q Williams 
MSG Fred W. Zabitosky 

1 Departmeпt ot· tl1e Аппу (July І, 2002), Sectioп 578.4 Medal of" Honor. Code of Fedeгal 
Regular.ioпs Title 32, Volume 2. 

120 



Chapter 2 А Legacy of Honor 

CSM Bennie G. Adkins І Feb 1934 -
Detaclтment А-1 02, St.\1 Special Forces Gгoup (А) 

Рі асе аші Date: Сшnр А Shaн, RернЬІіс ofVietлam, 
911' to 12'1' of Магсh, 1966 

Place ofBirt\1: Opelika, АІаЬаша 

f-or conspicuous ga!lantry anc/ intrepidity at the гisk о/ his life abm'e and 
beyoncl tl1e ca!l qf cluty: Sergeaпt First Class Bennie G. Adkins distinguisl1ed 
l1iшself Ьу acts of gallantry апd intrepidity at the risk of his Ше alюve and 
beyond the саІІ of' duty 'Nhile serving as an Intelligence Sergeaпt with 
Detachшeпt А-! 02, 5th Special Forces Group, І st Special Forces, duriпg 
сошЬаt operations agaiпst ап arшed еnешу at Сашр А Shau, Republic of' 
Vietпam froш March 9 to 12, І 966. Wheп the сашр \Vas attacked Ьу а large 
Nortl1 Vietпaшese апd Viet Cong force іп the early шoming Jюurs, Sergeant 
First Class Adkiпs rushed throLІgh іпtепsе еnешу fire and шanned а шortar 
positioп coпtiпually adjustiпg fire f'or the сатр, despite incurring ~vouпds as 
the шortar pit received several direct hits froш епету шortars. lJpon 
learning that several soldiers ~vere woLІnded near the ceпter of сашр, he 
teшporarily tшпеd the пюrtar over to anot\1er solclier, гаn tl1ГOLІgh exploding 
mortar roLІnds and dragged several cornrades to satety. As the hostile tire 
subsicled, Sergeant First Class Adkiпs exposed himself to sporadic sniper 
fire wl1ile carryiпg his wouпded coшrades to the сашр dispeпsary. Wl1eп 
Sergeaпt First Class Adkiпs and his group of detenders саше uпder l1eavy 
sшаІІ arms tire froш шешЬеrs of' the Civilian Irregular Defeпse Group that 
lшd defected to fight with the North Vietпaшese, he шaпeuvered OLІtside the 
сашр to evacuate а serioLІsly wounded Aшerican and draw fire all tl1e while 
successfLJ1Jy coveгing the rescLJe. When а гesupply air drop landed oLJtside of 
the camp реrішеtег, Sergeant First Class Adkiлs, аgаіп, шoved outside of 
the camp wa11s to retrieve the шuch пeeded supplies. Dшing the early 
morning hours of' March 1 О, 1966 епешу f'oгces l auпched their ша іл attack 
and within two Іюшs, Se1·geant l;їrst Class Adkins was the опІу шап fi1·iпg а 
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пюrtar >Уеароп . Wheп all mortar rouпds were expeпded, Sergeaпt Fiгst 

Class Adkins Ьеgап placiпg efJ'ective recoi11ess rifle fire нроп епету 

positions. Despite receiving additioпa1 woнпds froш enemy roнnds 

explodiпg оп his position, Sergeant First C\ass Adkins f'oнght of'f' intense 
waves ot' attackiпg Viet Cong. Sergeant First Class Adkins eliminated 
nншer·ous insшgeпts with sша\1 aпns fire after withdrawiпg to а 

coшmнnications bLJпker with several soldiers. Rнnning extreшe ly low on 
аттнпіtіоп, І1е returned to the шortar pit, gathered vita1 arлшLІtlitioп алd 
ran throLJgh intense fire back to the bнnker. After being or(Jere(J to evacнate 
the сашр, Sergeaпt r' irst C1ass Adkins апd а sшall groнp of' soldiers 
destroyed all signal ечніртепt and classified docшnents, dug their way онt 
of' tl1e rear of' the bнnker and f'oнght their way OLІt of' the сашр. While 
carryiпg а woнnded soldier to the extractioп point he learned tl1at the last 
helicopteг Jшd already departed. Sergeaпt l:irst Class Adkiпs leti the groLІp 
while evading tl1e enemy нпtі1 they were rescLJed Ьу helicopteг оп Marcl1 J 2, 
1966. Dнriпg the tl1iгty eight hoLJr battle апd Гогtу eight hoшs of' escape апd 
evasion, fighting wit\1 шortaгs, шасІ1іnе guпs, t·ecoilless riЛes, sma11 aпns, 

апd І1апd grenades, it was estimated that Sergeaпt First C1ass Adkiпs killed 
between one hLJndred thirty five шк! one hLJпdred seventy five оГ tl1e enemy 
whi1e sнstaining eighteeп tiitтerent woLJпds to his body. Sergeaпt First C1ass 
Adkins' extraordiпary heгoism and selflessпess above апtі beyond the саІІ оГ 
duty are іп keeping with the highest traditions of' the military seгvice and 
reЛect great credit нроn himse1f, Detachmeпt А-1 02, 5th Specia1 Forces 
Group, І st Special Forces апd the lJnited States Am1y. 

DLJring 11is саrеег tl1at spanned twenty-tvv·o years, Adkins attaineti the rank 
of' Coшmand Sergeaпt Маjог, earпeti his bachelor's degгee from Troy State 
University, іп 1979, апd his Master's Degree іп Edнcation , іп 1982, and 
theп, а secoпd Masteг's Degree in Maпagement, in 1988. 
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SFC Eugene Ashley Jr. 12 Oct 1931 - 7 Feb 1968 
С Company, 5th Special Forces Gгонр (А) 

РІасе an(l Date: Nеаг Cang Vei, Republic of'Vietпam, 6tl1 апd 7111 Fеlшшу 1968 
РІасе ofBirth: Wilmingt.oп. Nortl1 СагоІіпа 

For conspicuous gallantry ancf intrepidity at the risk о/ his Ще above and 
beyond tl1e са/1 o,f duty : SFC Ashley, distinguished l1iшself Ьу conspicuotІS 
gallantry and iпtrepidity while serving with Detachшeпt А-101, Сошраnу 
С. SFC Ashley was tl1e senior Special Forces Advisoг of а hastily organized 
assault force \Nhose шission was to rescue епtгарреd U.S. Special Forces 
Advisors at Camp Lang Vei. During tl1e initial attack оп the Special Forces 
сашр Ьу North Vietпaшese army forces, SFC Ashley supported the сашр 
witl1 high explosive and illumiпation пюrtar гouпds. When cotшnuпications 
were lost \VitlJ the rnain сашр, he assшned the additioпal responsibility of 
directing air strikes and artillery support. SFC AslJiey organized апd 

equipped а sшаІІ assault force coшposed of ІосаІ frieпdly реrsоппеІ. During 
the ensuiпg battle, SFC Ashley led а total of five vigorous assaults agaiпst 
the еnешу, continuously exposiпg hiшself to а vo!шninous hail of еnешу 
grenades, machiпeguп апd automatic weapons fire. ThroLІghout these 
assaLІits, he was plagued Ьу пшnerous booby-trapped satchel charges in a!l 
buпkers оп his аvепLІе of approach. During his fifth and final assault, he 
adjtІ sted air strikes nеагІу оп top of his assault elemeпt, forcing the епеmу to 
witl1draw апd resultiпg in friendly coпtrol of the sumшit of the hi!l. While 
exposing himse!f to inteпse епеmу tire, he was serioLІsly wouпded Ьу 

machiпeguп fire bLІt contiпLІeti his mission without regard for his personal 
safety. After the fifth assaLІ!t he lost consciousпess and was сштіеd fгош the 
sшшnit Ьу his comгades only to sLІffer а fata! ;votшd \Vlleп ап enemy 
агtіІІегу rouпd landed іп the ш·еа. Sf'C Ashley displayed extraordinaгy 

heroism in r i skiпg his life іп an attempt to save the lives of his епtгарреd 
comralies and commaпding ot'ficeг. His total disregard for his peгsonal 

saГety whilc exposed to enemy obscrvatioп and autoшatic weapons fіге was 
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an inspiration to all rnen coшrnitted to the assault .. The resolute valor with 
which he led 5 gallant cl1arges placed critical diversionary pressure on the 
attacking enemy ancl his valiant etforts carved а channel in the 
overpowering еnешу forces and weapons positions throLІgh which the 
survivors of Сашр Lang Усі eventually escaped t.o freedom. SFC Asl1 \ey's 
bravery at tl1e cost of his life was in the highest traditions of the шilitary 
service, and retlects great credit нроn hiшself, his нnit, and the U.S. Апnу. 

SGT Gary В. Beikirch Aнgust 29, 1947 -
В Сатрапу, 5tll Special Гогсеs Gгoup (А) 

Рі асе апd Date: Копtшп Рюvіпсе, [{~рlІЬ І іс of Vietпam , І АргіІ 1970 
Р і асе of Birtl1: Butl~tlo, NeІN У Ol'k 

Fш compicuous gallantry and int1·epidity at the risk oj his !ife alюve and 
Ьеуопd the call oj duty: SСП Beikirch, шеdісаІ aidman, Detaclш1eпt В-24, 

Сошрапу В, distingнisl1ed l1imself' duгiпg tl1e defense оГ Сашр Dak Seang. 
The allied deГeпders suГfered а nшnber of· casualties as а геsнІt of· ап 
inteпse, (ievastating attack laнnched Ьу the enemy trom well-coпcealed 

positions surrouпdiпg the сашр. SGT Beikirch, with complete disregard for 
his persoпal safcty, шovcd unhcsitatiпgly tl1гough thc witheгing спешу Лrс 
to his ГаІІеn coшrades, applied tlrst aid to thcir vvounds and assisted tl1e111 to 
the medical aid stat i oп. When intoгmed that а seriously injured Aшerican 
ofticer was lyiпg in ап exposed position, SGT Beikircl1 гаn imшecliate ly 

throнgh the l1ail of flt·e. Althoнgh he was woнnded seriously Ьу fragrnents 
from an exploding еnешу шortar shell, SGT Beikirch carried tl1e оНіеег to а 
шedical aid station. lgпoring his О\VП serioLІS injuries, SGT Beikirch lett the 
relative safety of the шedical Ьнпkеr to search for and evacuate other шеn 
wІю had been injured. Не was аgаіп \VOLшded as he dragged а critically 
injшed Vietnaшese soldieг to the шedical bLІnker while sinшltaneoнs ly 

applying пюuth-to-шoLІth resuscitatioп to sLІstaiп his life. SGT Beikirch 
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again refused treatment апd coпti11ued his seaгch for other casualties untill1e 
collapsed. Only theп did l1e peгmit himself to Ье treated . SGT Beikirch's 
complete devotio11 to the welfare of l1is comrades, at the risk of his life are 
in keepi11g with the highest traditions of the шilitary service a11d reflect great 
credit 011 hіш, his unit, and the U.S . Апnу . 

After his military service, Gary Beikirch attended White Mouпtain 

Seminary in Ne\v Hampshire, graduatiпg іп 1975 . Не lшd pla11ned to go 
back and serve as а missionaгy to the Vietnamese people Ьнt the country fell 
to North Vietnamese forces before he сонІd retшn. Sілсе the11 (lary received 
а master's degree in cotшseling a11d has invested into the lives of middle 
school students for 33 уеагs . 

MSG Roy Р. Benavidez Aug 5, 1935 ~ Nov 29, 1998 
MACV-SOG 

РІасе and Date: West of Сос Ninl1, RернЬІіс оГ Vietпam, 2 Мау 1968 
РІасе of Ві11!1: Сuещ Texas 

Fm- conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above аті 
beyond the call (Jf cluty: Master Seгgeant (then Staff' Sergeant) Roy Р. 

Benavidez United States Army, who d i stingн ished himself Ьу а series оГ 
daring and extremely valoroнs actions on 2 Мау 1968 vvtІile assigned to 
Detachment 856, 5t1J Special Forces Groнp (Airborne ), І st Special Forces, 
Republic of Viet11am. 011 the moгni11g ot' 2 Мау 1968, а l2-mal1 Special 
Forces Reco1111aissance Team \vas i11serted Ьу helicopters і11 а deпse jн11gle 

area west of Loc Niпh, Viet11am to gather iпtelligence iнformation аЬонt 
conftпned large-scale enemy activity. This area was control1ed a11d roнtinely 
patrolled Ьу the North Vietnamese Army. After а s!юrt period oftime 011 the 
grou11d, the team met heavy енешу resista11ce, and reqнested emergeнcy 
extгaction. Three helicopters attempted extraction, but were шшЬІе to Іапd 
dне to iнtense епешу small arms and anti-aircraft fire. Sergeant Benavidez 
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vvas at tl1e Forward Operatiпg Base іп Loc N іпh moпitoriпg the operatioп Ьу 
radio wheп tl1ese l1elicopters returпed to otT-load wouпded crewшembers 
апd to assess aircratt damage. Sergeaпt Beпavidez volнпtarily boarcled а 
returпiпg aircraft to assist іп aпotl1er extractioп atteшpt. Realiziпg that all 
tl1e team members vvere either dead or woнпded апd uпable to move to the 
рісkнр zопе, he directed the aircraft to а пеагЬу cleaгing w!1ere he j umped 
from the hoveriпg helicopter, and r·ап approximately 75 meters uпder 

witheгiпg small arms fire to the crippled team. Prior to гeaching the team's 
position he was woнnded in his right leg, face, and head. Despite these 
painful іпjшіеs, l1e took charge, repositioning the teшn membeгs anci 
(iirecting tl1eir fі ге to facilitate the landing of ал extractioп aiгcraft. апd the 
loading of wouпded and dead team membeгs. Не then threw smoke caпisters 
to direct tl1e air·craЛ: to tl1e team's position. Despite his seveгe wошкіs апd 
UП(іег iпtense enerny fire, he сапіеd and dragged l1alf of the wouпded tearn 
rnembers to tl1e avvaitiпg aircraft. Не then provided protective fire Ьу 

rнnniпg aloпgside the aircraft as it moved to pick up tl1e геmаіпіпg team 
members. As the eпemy's Лrе intensifїed, І1е hнrried to гecover the lJody and 
classifїed documeпts on the ciead team leader. Wheп he reacheci the leacier's 
Ьосіу, Seгgeaпt Beпaviciez was seveгely wouпded Ьу small aпns Лге іп the 
abdomen and greпade fi·agmeпts in l1is back. At nearly tl1e same moment, 
the аігсгаft pi lot was mot"tally wouпded, апd his helicopter· crashed. 
Althoнgl1 іп extremely critical coпdition dне to his mнltiple woнnds, 

Sergeaпt Benavidez secuгed tl1e c lassifїed documents and made l1is way 
back to the wreckage, where he aided the woнndeci онt of tІю overtшned 
aiгcraf't, anci gatl1ered the stuпned survivors into а defensive peгimeter. 

lJncier increasiпg enerny automatic weapons and grenade Лrе, l1e moved 
arouпd tl1e perimeter ciistгibнting water апсі атшнnіtіоп to his weary mеп, 
reiпstilling іл them а will to live апd fight. Faciпg а buildнp of епеmу 
opposition witl1 а beleagueгed team, Sergeaпt Benavidez musteгed his 
streпgtl1, Ьеgап саІІіпg іп tactical air stгikes апd directed the Лrе from 
supportiпg guпships to sнppress the eпerny's fїre апd so peпnit arюther 
extractioп attempt. Не \vas woнnded again in his tl1igh Ьу sшall ап11s fїre 
wl1ile adrninistering first aid to а wounded tearn rnember jнst befor·e aпother 
extraction l1elicopter was able to land. His indornitable spirit kept him goiпg 
as he Ьеgап to ferry his cornrades to the cratt. Оп his second trip witl1 the 
woнпded, he \vas сІнЬЬеd and suftered adciitional wouпds to his head апd 
aпns before k i lliпg his adversary. Не then coпtinLІed нnder devastating fїre 
to сапу the wouпded to the helicopter. Uрол reaching the aircraf't, he 
spotted ащі ki lled two enemy sokiieгs who were rushing the craft fгom ал 
angle that prevented the airпaft сіоог gнnner fТom fігіпg upon them. Witl1 
little strength remaining, І1е matie опе last trip to the perimeteг to ensшe that 
аІІ classified mateгial l1ad been collected or destroyed, and to l1ring in the 

126 



Chapter 2 А Legacy of Honor 

гешашшg wounded. On ly then, in extreшely serious condition froш 

пuшеrонs wouпds and loss of blood, did he allow l1imself' to Ье pнlled into 
the ехtгасtіоп aircraft. Sergeant Benavidez' gallant choice to join volнntarily 
l1is coшrades vvho >vere in critical stгaits, to expose hiшself constantly to 
vv·ithering enemy fire, апd his refнsal to Ье stopped despite nuшeroнs severe 
woнnds, saved the lives of at least eigl1t шеn. His fearless personal 
leadership, tenacioнs devotion to dнty, and ехtгешеІу valoroнs actions in the 
face of overwhelшing odds were in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the шi litary service, and reflect the нtшost credit on hіш and the LJпited 
States Апnу. 1 

SFC WіІІіаш М. Bryant Feb 16, 1933 - Mar 24, 1969 
А Сатраnу, 5th Spccial !'orces Group (А) 

Р і асе and date : l"ong КІ 1 апІ1 Pгov i nce, Republ ic of' Vietпam, 24 Marc\1 1969 
Place ot· Birth: СосІ1rа п , Geoгgia 

For conspicuous gallantry and intІ~epidity at the risk of l1is life above and 
beyond the call of Gluty: SFC Bryaпt, assigned to Сошрапу А, distingнished 
hiшself while serving as coшшanding officer of СіvіІіап lrregнJar Defense 
Groнp Соmрапу 321, 2d Battalioп, 3d МоЬіІе Strike Force Сошшапd, 
dшing combat ope1·atioпs. The battalion came нnder heavy fire and became 
sшrounded Ьу tl1e elements of З еnешу regiments. SFC Bryant displayed 
extraordinary heroisш throнghoнt the sнcceeding 34 hoшs of incessant 
attack as l1e moved thгoнghoнt the company position heedless of the intense 
hostile fire while establishing аші iшproving the defensive periшeter, 

directiпg fire (iLІГing critical phases of tl1e battle, distributing ammнnitioп, 
assistiпg the wouшied, алd providing the leadership апd inspirational 

1 Го t· тоге оп Коу Beпavidez see Me<ial о( Нопог: One Man 's Joumey .from Povaty and 
Pгejudice. 
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example of courage to his men. Wheп а helicopter drop of атnшпіtіоп was 
made to ге-sнррІу the beleagнered torce, SFC Bryant witl1 complete 
disregard tог l1is satety гап ttн·ougl1 the l1eavy enemy fire to retrieve the 
scattered ammunition boxes апd distributed пeeded аnшшnіtіоп to his men. 
Dшing а ІнІ! іп the inteпse fighting, SFC Bгyant led а patrol outside the 
perimeter to obtain iпformation ofthe enemy. The patrol came нnder intense 
automatic weapons fire and vvas pinned down. Sf'C Bryaпt single-han(iedly 
repulsed І епеmу attack оп his small force апd Ьу his heroic асtіоп inspired 
his mеп to figl1t off other assaнlts . Seeing а woнnded епеmу soldier some 
distance from tl1e patrol location, SFC B1yant crawleti forward аІопе under 
l1eavy Гіrе to retrieve tl1e soldier for inte l ligeпce purposes. f'indiпg tl1at the 
enemy soldier had expired, Sf'C Bryant cJ·aw]e(i back to his patrol anti led 
l1is теп back to the со трапу positioп where he again took command of tl1e 
defeпse. As the siege continued, SFC Bryaпt orgaпize(i шкі led а patrol іп а 
dariпg attempt to break throнgh the enemy encirclemeпt. The patrol Ішd 
advanced some 200 meteгs Ьу heavy tighting whcn it was piпned down Ьу 
the iпtense aнtomatic wcapons fire Гrom heavily fortified bнпkers шкі SГС 
Bryaпt was severely wошкіеd. Despite his wounds he rallied l1is men, called 
for helicopteг gunsl1ip sнpport, апd directed heavy sнppressive fi1·e upon the 
епеmу positioпs. Гollowiпg the last gнnship attack, SГС Bryaпt fearlessly 
charged ап enemy automatic wcapons positioп, overrнnning it, апd single
handedly destroyiпg its 3 detenders. Inspiгed Ьу l1is heroic example, l1is men 
reпewed theiг attack оп the entrenched епеmу. Wl1ile regrouping his small 
force Гог the fіпаІ assaнlt agaiпst the епеmу, SFC Вгуапt f'ell mortally 
woнпded Ьу ап епету rocket. SFC Вгуапt's selfless сопсегn Jог l1is 
comrades, at the cost оУ his life above апd Ьеуопd tl1e call of· duty are in 
keepiпg with tl1e higl1est traditioпs of the military service and reЛect great 
credit нроn himselt~ his нnit, апd the U.S. Army. 
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SGT Brian L. Buker Nov З, 1949-- Apr 5, 1970 
Detachrпeпt В-55, 5th Special Forces CJroup (А) 

РІ асе апd date: СІшu Doc Ргоvіпсе, RepLІblic ot' Vietпarп, 5 April 1970 
РІасе ofBiгtl1: Вепt.оп, Маіпе 

F or conspicuous gallantІy and intгepidity at the risk of l1is lije above and 
beyond the ca/l о/ ctuty: SGT Bukeг, Detachment В-55, distinguisl1ed 
himselt' while serving as а platoon adviser of а Vietnamese mobile strike 
t'огсе сошраnу dшіпg ап oft'ensive шіssіоп. SGT Buker persoпally Jed tl1e 
platoon, cleared а strategically located well-guaгded pass, апd established 
the first footlюld at the top of what had been an impenetrable пюLшtаіn 
fortress . When the platoon came under the intense fire from а deteпnined 
enemy located in 2 heavily fortified bunkers, and гealizing that withdrawal 
would result іп heavy casualties, SGT Bukeг uпhesitatingly, апd witft 
complete disregard fог his personal safety, chaгged through the hail of 
enemy fire and destroyed the first bunker with hand grenades. Wl1ile 
reoгganizing his men for the attack оп the second buпker, SGT Bukeг was 
seriously woнnded. Despite his woнпds апd the deadly епеmу fire, !1е 

cпtwled foгward апd destroyed the second Ьннkеr. SGT Buker refнsed 
medical attentior1 and vvas reorganiziпg his men to continue the attack when 
he was mortally \Youпtied. As а tiirect resнlt of his heroic actioпs, mапу 
casualties were averted, and tl1e assaнlt ot' tl1e enemy positioп was 
SLtccessfвl. SCJТ Bнker's extгaordiпary heroism at the cost of his lit'e are in 
the highest traditioпs of tl1e military service and retlect great cгetiit on l1іш, 
his Lшit, and the lJ.S. Агmу. 

129 



ctшpter 2 А Legacy of Honor 

SGM .Jon R. Cavaiani Анg 2, 1943 - Jн\29, 2014 
MACV-SOG 

РІасе апсІ liate: Republ ic о1' Уіеtпа111, 4 апd 5 Jнпе 1971 
РІасе о{ ВігtІ1: Roystoп, Uпitecl Kingdo111 

For conspicuous gallantry and in/І'epidity at tlze І'isk оІ his ltf'e ahove and 
heyond ti1e са/1 ofduty: SSG Саvаіапі distiпgнishe<.i himself'by coпspicнous 
gallaпtry апd iпtrep idity at the гisk of life above апd beyond the саІІ of dнty 
in асtіоп іп the RернЬІ іс оГ Vietпam оп 4 and 5 Jнпс 1971 while serviпg as 
а рІаtооп lea<.ier to а security platoon provid iпg secшity for an isolated radio 
rclay site located withiп епешу-hеІd territory. Оп tl1e momiпg of 4 Junc 
1971, thc епtігс camp саше uпder ап іпtепsе barrage of епеmу small aпns, 
анtошаtіс wcapoпs, rocket-propellcd gгепаdс апd шortar firc Гrom а 

superior size епешу force. SSG Cavaiani actcd with complcte disregard for 
his persoпal saГety as І1е repeatedly exposed himself to heavy enemy Гіrе in 
oгder to пюvс аЬонt the camp's perimeter directiпg the platoon's fire апd 
rallyiпg the рІаtооп іп а desperate fight for survival. SSG Cavaiani also 
retшпed heavy sнppressive tire uроп the assaнlting enemy force duriпg this 
period witl1 а variety of' weapons. When tl1e entire platoon was to Ье 
evacuated, SSG Саvаіалі нnhesitatiпgly volнпteered to remain on tl1e 
groLІпd and direct the helicopters into the landing zопе . SSG Cavaiani was 
аЬІе to direct tl1e first 3 helicopters in evacнating а major portioп ot' the 
platoon. Оне to intense increase in еnешу fire, SSG Саvаіапі was t'orced to 
remaiп at the camp overnight where he calmly directed the remaining 
рІаtооп members in strengtheniпg their ciefeпses. Оп the morning ot' 5 Jнпе, 

а heavy groнnd fog restricted visibi lity. The sнperior size епеmу force 
laнпched а major groнпd attack in an attempt to completely anпihilate tl1e 
remaiпiпg small force. The enemy fогсе advaпced in 2 raпks, first firing а 
heavy volшne of small arms aнtomatic weapons and rocket-propelled 
grenade fire whi le tl1e sесощі raпk соntіпнонsІу thre>v а steady barгage of 
haпd grenades at the beleagнereci force. SSG Cavaiani retнmeд а heavy 
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barrage of small arms and haпd greпade tire on the assaulting enemy torce 
but was uпаЬІе to slow them down. Не ordered tl1e remaining platoon 
members to attempt to escape while he provided them witl1 cover fire. With 
І last courageous exeгtion, SSG Cavaiani recovered а шachinegun, stood 
up, completely exposing himself to the heavy enemy fire directed at l1im, 
and began firing the machinegun in а s\veeping motion along the 2 ranks of 
advancing еnешу soldiers. Through SSG Cavaiani's valiant efforts with 
complete disregard for his safety, the majority of the reшaiпing platoon 
members were аЬІе to escape. While iпflicting severe losses оп the 
a(ivancing enemy force, SSG Cavaiani was woш1ded nшneroнs times. SSG 
Cavaiani's conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary heroism and iпtrepi(iity at 
the risk of his life, above and Ьеуоші the call of (iLtty, were in keeping with 
the highest traditioпs of the military service апd retlect great credit upon 
himselfand the U.S. Army. 

MAJ Drew D. Dix Dec 14, 1944 -
U.S. Senior Advisш Gтoup, lV Согрs, МіІіtагу Assistance Commaпd 

РІасе апd Date: Cl1au Doc Proviпce, Repub lic ofV ietnam, З І January and І Februaгy 1968 
РІасе of.Birtl1: West Роіпt, New York 

F m· conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the гisk о/ his l[fe above and 
LJeyoml the call о/ duty SSG Dix distinguished hiшself Ьу exceptional 
heroism while serving as а unit adviser. T\vo heavily armed Viet Cong 
battalions attacked the Province capital city of Chau Phu restJiting іп the 
complete breakdown and fragmeнtation of the defeнses of the city. SSG 
Оіх, with а patrol of Vietnamese so!diers, was recalled to assist іп the 
(iefeнse of Сhан Phu. Leaгning that а nuгse was trapped іп а house near the 
center ofthe city, SSG Dix orgaпize(i а reliefforce, successftJlly rescLІe(i the 
шtrse, апd retLІгned l1er to the safety of the Tactical Operations Ceнter. 
Being informed of otheг trapped civilians withiп the city, SSCi Піх 

voiLІntarily led another force to rescue 8 civilian employees located іп а 
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ЬніІdіпg >vhich was нпdеr heavy mortar апd small-arms fіге. SSG Dix theп 
геtнrпеd to the ceпter ot' the city. Uроп approacftiпg а bнilding, he \Vas 
sнbjected to iпtense aнtomatic ritle апd macl1inegнп tїre t'rom ап нпktЮ\VП 
пнтЬеr of Viet Cong. Не peгsonally assaнlted the buildiнg, ki lliпg 6 Viet 
Сонg, and rescuing 2 fllipinos. ТІ1е tollo>ving day SSG Dix, still on his own 
volition, assembled а 20-man force and though LІпder inteнse епешу fire 
cleared the Viet Сонg OL!t of the hotel, theater, and otheг acijacent buildiпgs 
within the city. During this poгtion ofthe attack, Army RepLІblic of Vietнam 
soldiers iпspired Ьу the heroisш апd success of SSG Dix, rallied and 
cotшneпced firing uроп the Viet Сонg. SSG Dix captшed 20 prisoneгs, 

іпсІLІdіпg а l1igh rankiпg Viet Сопg official. Не theн attacked епешу troops 
who haci eнtered tl1e residence of the Deputy Province Chief and was 
SLІccessful in rescнing the otficial's wife and children. SSG Dix's personal 
l1eroic actions resulted in 14 confirmeci Viet Cong killed ін action and 
possiЬiy 25 nюre, tl1e сарtше оГ 20 prisoners, 15 weapons, and the rescLte of 
the 14 tJ niteci States and t-'ree world civilians. The l1ero ism оГ SSG Dix \vas 
ін the ftigl1est tradition апd t·eflects great credit нроn the tJ .S. Army. 

Drew Dix later received а direct cotшnissioп to First 1-ieнtenant and 
retired as а Маjог afler 20 уеагs of' seгvice. 

COL Roger Н. С. Donlon Jап 30, І 934 -
Detaclнneпt А -726, І " Вп , 711' Specia\ Foгces Сігоuр (А) 

РІасе and (iate: Nеаг Nam Doпg. Republic of Vietпam, 6 Ju ly 1964 
РІасе ofBit1i1: Saнgeгties, New Уогk 

F ог conspicuous galfantry and intrepiclity at the 1·isk о/ his lif'e above am/ 
beyoncf the cal! of'duty: while detending а lJ .S. military insta]Jatioп against а 
tїerce attack Ьу Jюstile forces. Capt. Donlon was serving as the commanding 
officer of tl1e lJS. Агту Specia] Forces Detachment А-726 at Camp Nam 
Doпg \vhen а reinf'orced Viet Сопg Ьattalion sнddenly laнncl1ed а fнll-scale, 

preda\vn attack on the carnp. DLІгing the violent battle Htat ensнed. lasting 5 
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hours апd resultiпg ін i1eavy casualties оп both sides, Capt. DопІоп directed 
the defeпse operatioпs іп the rnidst of ал елешу barrage of шortar shells, 
faJiiпg greпades, апd extrernely heavy guпfire. Uроп t11e іпіtіаІ oпslaught, l1e 
swiftly шarshaled his forces апd ordered the reшoval of the needed 
aшmunitioп fюш а blaziпg buildiпg. Не tі1еп dashed through а hail of small 
aпns апd explodiпg haпd greпades to abort а breach of the таіп gate. Еп 
roнte to this positioп і1е detected ап еnешу deшolition tеат of 3 іп tl1e 
ргохішіtу of tl1e шаіп gate апd qнickly aппihilated theт. Although exposed 
to the iпtense greпade attack, he tl1e11 succeeded in reachiпg а бОтт тогtаr 
positioп despite sustainiпg а severe stornach woнnd as he ;vas witl1iп 5 yards 
of tl1e gun pit. When he discovered that nюst of the шел in this guпpit were 
also wounded, he сошрІеtеІу tiisregarded his own іпjшу, directed tl1eir 
withdrawal to а location 30 шete1·s away, and аgаіп risked his Jife Ьу 

п~шаіпіпg behiпd and coveriпg the шоvешепt witi1 the нtrnost effectiveпess. 
Noticing that l1is tearn sergeant was нпаЬІе to evacuate the guп pit he 
cгawled toward l1іш and, while draggiпg the fаІІеп soldier out оГ the gнnpit, 
ап епешу mortar explщied апd inflicted а wонпd іп Capt. Doпlon's left 
shoulder. Altlюнgh suffering t'rorn пшІtірІе wouпds, і1е carried the 
аЬапdопеtі бОтт пюrtar wеароп to а пevv locatioп 30 шeters away where 
he fouпd 3 wouпded deГeпders. After admiпistering first aid апd 

eпcouragemeпt to these шеп, he left tl1e wеароп with them, headed toward 
anotl1er positioп, and retrieved а 57шm recoilless rifle. Тhеп with great 
courage апd coolпess нпdеr fire, he retumed to tl1e abaпdoned gнn pit, 
evacнated аштuпіtіоп Гог the 2 weapons, апd wlІile cra\Yiiпg ащі draggiпg 
the нrgeпtly пeeded ашшuпіtіоп, received а third wound оп his leg Ьу ап 
епешу haпti greпade. Despite 11is critical physical condition, І1е аgаіп 

crawled 17 5 meters to ал 8Ішш mortar position але! directed tiring 
operatioпs which protected tl1e serioнsly threateпed east sectoг of the camp. 
Не tІ1еп шoved to an eastern бОшш nюrtar positioп апd uроп deteпniпing 
tl1at the vicious епеmу assault Ішd weakeпed, crawled back to tl1e gнn pit 
with the бОтт mortar, set it нр for defensive operatioпs, and tнrned it over 
to 2 defeпders with шinor wouпds. Withoнt hesitation, he left this sheltered 
position, and шoved troш positioп to positioп aroнnd the beleaguered 
perimeter while hшling haпd gгenades at the enemy and iпspiring his men to 
sнperhuman etTort. As he bravely contiпued to move aroнnd the periшeter, а 
mortar shell exploded, woнndiпg 11im in tl1e face апd body. As the long 
awaited dayligl1t brought defeat to the enemy foгces апd their retreat back to 
the jнпgІе leaving behiпd 54 of their dead, шаnу \Yeapons, and gгeпades, 
Capt. DопІоп imшetiiately reorgaпized his defeпses апd atiministereti first 
aid to tl1e woнпded. His dynarnic ieadership, fortitнde, and valiaпt efforts 
iпspireti поt only the Americaп personпel Ьнt the friendly Vietnamese 
tiefeщicrs as well аnд resulted ів the successfнl defense of tl1e сашр. Capt. 
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DопІоп's extraordinary hemism, at. the r isk of his lite above апd beyond the 
саІІ of duty are in the highest tt·aditioпs of' the U .S. Army and retlect great 
credit uроп I1imself and the Aпned Forces of his couпtry. 

Іп his career of оvег thirty years, Roger Donlon attained the raпk of full 
Colonel, and retired afteг cotшnandiпg the Зrd Battalioп, 7th Special Forces 
Group (А) in Panama. СоІопеІ Donlon is the current Hoпorary СоІопеІ ot' 
tl1e Special Forces Regiment.2 

MSG Gary І. Gordon ALІg ЗО, 1960- Oct З, 199З 
І " Speciall'orces ОрепІtіопа І Dctacl1mcпt (Dclta) 

РІасе Шlll Date: З ОсtоЬег 1993, Moga(lisiІu. Somalia 
Р і асе оГ Birth: l .. incoln, Maine 

Fог c:onspicuous gallantry anct intrepiclity at the гisk о/ his life alюve and 
beyond the call of duty: Master Sergeant Gordon, Uпited States Army. 
distiпguished l1imself Ьу actions above апd Ьеуопd ti1e саІІ of dttty оп З 
October 199З , while serving as Sпiper Team Leader, Uпited States Апnу 
Special Operations Commaпcl witl1 Task Fогсе Ranger іп Mogadishu, 
Somalia. Masteг Sergeaпt Gordoп's sniper team provided precision fires 
from the lead helicopter dLtriпg ап assaLtlt and at two hel icopter crash sites, 
while sLІbjected to іпtепsе automatic weapons апd rocket propelled greпade 
fires. Wheп Master Sergeaпt Goгdon learпed tlшt ground foгces were not 
immediately available to sесше the second crash site, he and another sniper 
uпhesitatingly vo!Ltnteered to Ье inserted to protect the four critically 
wouпded personпel, despite being 'v\'ell аwаге of tl1e growing пumЬег of 
enemy реrsоппеІ closiпg іп on the site. After his third request to Ье iпserted, 
Master Sergeant Gогdоп receiveli permissioп to perfoпn his voluпteer 

missioп. Wl1e11 debris апd епеmу gгoLtnd fires at the site caused them to 

2 ['or mo1·e on Roger Don loп see Ourposl oj"Гreedom. 
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аЬогt the first attempt, Masteг Seгgeant Gordon was inserted опе huпdred 
meters south ot' tl1e cгasl1 site. Equipped witl1 only his snipeг гitle and а 
pisto1, Master Sergeant Gordon and l1is t'ellow sniper, w11ile нnder iпtense 
sma!l aпns fire f'roш the еnешу, f'oнgllt their way throнgh а deпse шаzе ot' 
shanties and shacks to геасh the critica1Jy іпjшеd crew members. Master 
Sergeaпt Gordoп immediately рнІІеd the pilot and tl1e other crew members 
f'rom the aircraft, establisl1iпg а реrішеtег w!1ich placed him апd his t'ellow 
sпiper in the most vнlnerable positioп. Master Sergeaпt Gordoп нsed his 
1ong range ritle and side апл to kill an tшdeteгmined nшnЬег of' attackers 
нntil І1е depleted his aшmunition. Master Sergeant Gordon theп weпt back 
to the wreckage, recoveгing some of' the cгew's weapons апd аmпшпіtіоn. 
Despite tl1e f'act that he \vas critically lo\v оп ammunition, І1е pгovided some 
of it to the dazed pilot and then ra(iioe(i t'or help. Master Sergeant Gordon 
contintJe(i to tгavel the perimeter, protecting the dowпed crew. After his 
team member was f'atally woнnded and his О\VП гitle шnmunitioп exlшusted, 
Master Sergeaпt Gordon retнrned to the wreckage, recovering а rifle witl1 
the Jast five rounds of amпшnition аші gave it to the pilot with the words, 
"good Juck." Then, anпed only witl1 l1is pistol, Master Sergeant C1ordon 
continнed to fight нntil he was f'atally woнnded. His actions saved the pilot's 
life. Masteг Sergeant Gor(ioп's extraordiпary l1eroism and devotioп to duty 
\vere in keeping witl1 the highest standards of military service апd reflect 
great credit upon hіш, his unit and tl1e United States Anny. 

1 L Т Loren D. Наgеп Feb 25, 1946 ~ Aug 7, 1971 
MACV-SOG, CCN 

РІасе and date: RернЬІіс of Vietnam, 7 Aнgнst 1971 
РІасе of ВігtІ1: Faгgo, Noгt\1 Dakota 

For conspicuous gallantty and intгepidity at the risk o.f l1is life above and 
beyond the са/1 o.f duty: І st Lt. Наgеп distinguished himse1f in асtіоп wl1 il e 
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serving as the team leader of а small recoпnaissance team operatiпg deep 
within eпemy-held territory. At approxiшately 0630 hours on tl1e шorning of 
7 August 1971 tl1e sшаІІ tеаш саше uпder а tїегсе assault Ьу а sнperior
sized enemy torce using heavy smal l arms, autoшatic "'-'еаропs, mo11ar, апd 
rocket fire . І st U. Наgеп irnrnediately Ьеgап retнrпing srnall-arms fire tІpon 
the attackers апd sнccessfully led his team іп repelliпg the first епешу 
onslaught. Не then quickly deployed his шен into шоrе strategic defense 
locations before the еnешу struck аgаіп іп ап atteшpt to oveгruп and 
anпihilate the beleaguered team's rneшbers . І st U . Hagen repeatedly 
exposed himself to the епешу fire directed at him as he constaпtly шoved 
about the team's perimeter, directiпg fire, rallyiпg tl1e шешЬегs, апd 

гesupplyiпg the team with amшunitioп, while courageously retumiпg sшаІІ 

arшs аші haпd greпade fire іп а valorous attempt to repel the advanciпg 
епету force . The courageous actioпs and expert leadeгsh ip abilities of 1st 
U . Наgеп were а great sошсе of іпsрігаtіоп and iпstilleti confideпce іп tl1e 
team members. After obse1·viпg ап епешу rocket make а direct hit on апd 
destroy І of' the team's buпkeгs, І st Lt. Наgеп шoved to\vard tl1c wreckcti 
buпker in search f'or team members despite the fact that the епету forcc 
now coпtrolled the Ьнпkеr arca. With total disгcgard for his оwп pcгsonal 
saГety, І1е crawled tl1rough the encmy fire wl1ile retшпing small-arшs fire 
uроп tl1e епешу force. tJпdauпtcd Ьу the епешу rockets and greпades 
ішрасtіпg аІІ агоuпd l1im, І st Lt. Наgеп desperately advanced нроп tl1e 
destroyed buпker tmtil he was fatally wounded Ьу еnешу small агшs апd 
aнtomatic ~reapoпs fїre. With complete disregard Гоr his peгsonal safety, І st 
Lt. Hageп's coшageous gallaпtry, extraordiпary heroism, шкі iпtrep i dity 

abovc апd beyond the саІІ of dнty, at thc cost of his оwп life, were іп 

keepiпg with the higl1est traditioпs оГ the military service and reflect gгeat 
credit нроn him and the U.S. Аrшу. 
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MSG Charles Е. Hosking Ма у 12, І 924 - Mar 21 , 1967 
А Сот рапу, Stl1 Special Forces Ciroup (А) 

Р І асе all(J Date: РІшос l"ong Proviпce, RернЬІіс ofVietлшn, 21 МагсІ1 1967 
РІасе of Bi11h : Kamsey, Ne'Y Jersey 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepicfity at the ,.isk (!f his life alюt•e ancf 
beyond the call о{ duty: MSG Hosking (then SFC), Detachment А-302, 
Company А, greatly distinguished l1imseif whiie serviпg as соmрапу 

advisor іп the ІІІ Corps СіvіІіап Irreguiar Def'eпse Group Reactioп Battalioп 
duriпg combat operatioпs in Don Luan District. А Viet Сопg suspect was 
apprehended and subsequentiy identified as а Viet Cong sпiper. Whiie MSG 
Hosking was ргераrіпg the епеmу for movemeпt back to the basc camp, the 
prisoneг suddeniy grabbed а haпd greпade f'гom MSG Hosking's belt, armed 
the grcnade, and staгted runniпg towards the соmрапу command group 
which coпsisted ot' 2 Americaпs апd 2 Victпamcsc who were standiпg а fc\v 
fcet away. Iпstaпtly rcaiizing that the епеmу iпtcпdcd to kiii the otheг mеп, 

MSG Hosking immediateiy leapcd uроп the Vict Cong's back. Witl1 utter 
disregard for his persoпal safety, he grasped the Viet Сопg in а "Bear Hug" 
forcing the grenade agaiпst ti1e епеmу soidicr's chest. Не then wrestied the 
Viet Cong to the grouпd and covered the enemy's body witi1 his body uпti i 

the greпade detonated. The blast i пstantly kiiied both MSG Hoskiпg апd the 
Viet Cong. Ву absorbiпg the full force of the exploding grenade with l1is 
body and that of the епешу, he saved the other members of his cotшnand 
group trom death or serious іпjшу. MSG Hoskiпg' s risk of his life above 
апd Ьеуопd the са11 of duty are in the highest tradition of the U.S. Army and 
t·eflect great credit upon himself and the Aпned F'orces of I1is country. 
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COL Robert L. Ho\vard Ju1 l J, J 939- Dec 23, 2009 
MACV-SOG 

РІасе and Date: Repllblic of Vietпam, ЗО Decembe1· \968 
Рі асе of Birth: Opelika, АІаЬа111а 

F 01" conspiczюus gal/antry атІ intt·epidity at the гisk of his life abm1e and 
L?eyond the call о/ cluty: 1 СТ Howaгd (theп SFC), distiпguisl1ed h imself 
while serving as рІаtооп sergeaпt of ап Ameгicaп-Vietпamese рІаtооп 

whicl1 was оп а mission to rescue а missing Americaп sokiier in епеmу 
contгo1Jed terгitoгy іп the Repul11ic of Vietnam. The рІаtооп had left its 
І1еІісорtег landiпg zone and was moviпg out on its missioп when it was 
attacked Ьу an estimated 2-сотрапу force. During the іпіtіаІ engagement, 
ІСТ Howard was wounded алd his wеарол destroyed Ьу а grenade 
explosion. І СТ Howar·d savv his рІаtоол 1eader had been wounded seгiously 
and was exposed to fire. Although uпаЬІе to walk, and weapoпless, Іl:Г 

Howarti unhesitatingly crawled througl1 а hail offire to retrieve l1is woLІnded 
Іеаtіег. As ll"T Howarti was atimiпisteгing first aid апd rепюvіпg tl1e 
officer's eqLІipment, an enemy bLІIIet strLІck І of the шnmuпition pouches оп 
tl1e 1ieutenant's belt. detonating seveгal magazines of ammLІnitioп. 1 СТ 
Howarti nюmentaгi1y soLІght cover апd tІ1еп realiziпg tlшt he mLІSt rejoiп tl1e 
р1аtооп, vvhic/1 had been disorganized Ьу the enemy attack, І1е again began 
dragging the serious1y wouпded оПісеr toward the platoon area. ThroLІgh his 
outstaпdiпg example of' indomitab1e courage апd bravery, 1 L Т Ho\\·ard was 
аЬІе to rally the platooп into ап oгganized tiefense force. Witl1 complete 
disгegarti f'ог l1is safety, 1 L Т Howard craw1ed fгom positioл to positioп, 
admiлistering first aid to the wounded, giving eпcouragement to tl1e 
defenders апd clirectiлg their tlre on the епсігсІіпg enemy. Fог 3 J /2 hours 
J L Т Iloward's small f'orce апd supportiпg aiгcraft successtully repLІised 

елету attacks Ш1tі firшl1y wеге іл sutficieлt coпtrol to permit the Іапdілg ot' 
rescue helicopteгs. ІСТ 1-loward persoпally sLІpervised tl1e loadiлg of' his 
men апd did not leave tl1e bullet-swept 1anding zопе LІntil all were aboard 
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safely. І L Т !Iovvard's gaJJantry in асtіоп , his сошрІеtе devotioп to tl1e 
weJfare ot' his men at the risk ot' his lite vvere іп keeping with the l1ighest 
traditioпs of the шiJitary service and retlect great credit 011 l1imself, t1is uпit, 
a11d the U.S. Апnу. 

After 54 шonths of сошЬаt, Robert Howard was wounded 14 tiшes , a11d 
was awarded 8 Purple 1-Iearts, 4 Bro11ze Stars, and was поші11аtеd for the 
MedaJ of Ho11or 011 three separate occasio11s. AdditionaJly, 1-Iovvard received 
t\VO Masters Degrees during his career which sраппеd nearly 50 years 
( 1956-1992), апd retired as а fнІІ Colonel іп 1992. Не died of paпcreatic 
сапсеr in Waco, Texas оп Deceшber 23, 2009 and vvas laki to rest at 
АгІіпgtоп Natioпal Cemetery 011 F'ebrнary 22, 2010. Іл 2014, Hovvaгd was 
шшоuпсеd as the recipieпt of lJпited States Special Operatioпs Сошшапd's 
ВнІІ Sішопs awani for his Jifetiшe achieveшeпts іп Special Operatio11s. 3 

SP5 Johп J. Kedeпburg JнІ31, 1946- .Jнп 13, 1968 
MACV-SOG 

РІ асе апlі Date: Republic of Vietпam, 13 Jнпе 1968 
РІасс of BiІtl1: Bгooklyn , New Уогk 

f-m- conspicuous gallantry and intrepiclity in action at the risk o,f 11is life 
above ancl beyond tl1e call o,fcluty: Sp5c. КеdепЬшg, lJ.S. Аrшу, Commaпd 

and CoпtroJ Detachmeпt Nortl1, For\vard Operatiпg Base 2, 5th SpeciaJ 
F'orces Group (Airborne), distiпgнisheci l1imselt' while serviпg as advisor to а 
loпg-raпge reconnaissa11ce team of South Vietnaшese irregular troops . The 
teaш's шіss і оп was to сопdнсt coнnter-guen·illa operatioпs сіеер \Vithiп 

епешу-І1еІd teпitory . Prior to reaching the day's objective, the tеаш vYas 
attacked and eпcircled Ьу а battalioп-size North Vietпarnese Аrшу force . 
Sp5c. Kecleпburg assшned ішшеdіаtе сошшапd of the tearn which 
sнcceeded , after а tіегсе tigl1t, in breaking out of tl1e eпcirclernent . As the 

3 f'ог more оп Robert Ho\vard see Ref/ections of а іVшrіш. 
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team moved ttн·ougl1 thick jungle to а position from wl1ich it cotІ!d Ье 

extracted Ьу helicopter, Sp5c. KedeпbLJrg condнcted а gallant rear gнard 
tight against the pursuiпg епеmу апd called tor tactical air support апd 
rescнe helicopteгs. His witheriпg fire agaiпst the епеmу permitted the team 
to reach а preselected \aпding zone with the loss of only І mап, who was 
unaccoLІпted fог. Once іп the laпdiпg zопе, Sp5c. Kedeпburg deployed the 
team іпtо а perimeter defeпse against the пumerically SLІperior епеmу force . 
Wheп tactical air support arrived, І1е skillfLІIIy directed air strikes against the 
enemy, sLІppressing their fire so that he licopters coLІid hover over the area 
апd dгор slings to Ье used іп the extractioп of the team. Afteг half of the 
team was extracted Ьу helicopter, Sp5c. Kedeпburg апd the remaiпing 3 
members of the team haгnessed themse\ves to the sling оп а second 
lюveгing helicopter. Jнst as the he\icopter was to lift them OLІt of the area, 
the Soнth Yietnamese team membeг who had Ьееп LІпассонпtеd fог afteг tl1e 
іпіtіаІ епсоuпtег with the епеmу appeared іп tl1e \апdіпg zопе. Sp5c. 
Kedeпburg uпl1esitatiпgly gave L1p his place іп tl1e sliпg to tt1e mап and 
directed the l1elicopteг pilot to leave the area. Не theп сопtіпнеd to eпgagc 
the епеmу who wеге swarming into tl1e \andiпg zone, killiпg б епеmу 

soldie1·s befot·e he was ovcrpowcгed . Sp5c. Kedenburg's іпsрІПng 

leadership, consшшnate courage апd williпg self-sacrifice permitted his 
sma\1 team to inЛict heavy casualties оп thc enemy and escapc almost 
сегtаіп аппіhіІаtіоп. His actions retlect great credit upon himself апd the 
U.S . Апnу . 

SGM Franklin D. Miller Jап 27, 1945-JLІп 30, 2000 
MACV-SOG, CCN 

РІасе апd date: Kontшn ргоvіпсе, RepLІb l ic ofVietлam, 5 JaпLІary 1970 
Рі асе of ВігtІ1: Eliz.abetl1 City. Noгtl1 СагоІіпа 

Fог conspicuous gallantry атІ intrepidity at the гisk oj' his l(fe а/юvе and 
beyomf tl1e са/1 oj' dUІy: SSG Miller, 5th Special Forces Groнp, 
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distiпguished hiшself' \Vhile seгving as tearn leader of an Aшerican

Vietлaшese loпg-range reconnaissance patrol operatiпg deep within еnешу 
coпtrolled territory. Leaving the helicopter insertion point, the patrol шoved 
forward on its mission. Suddeпly, І of the team шembers tripped а lюstile 
ЬооЬу trap vvhich woнnded 4 soldiers. SSG Miller, knowing that the 
explosion \VOLІid alert the еnешу , quickly adшiпistered tlrst aid to the 
woнnded and directed the tеаш into positions across а small stream bed at 
the base of а steep hill. Within а few rninutes , SSG Miller saw the lead 
element of what he estiшated to Ье а platoon-size enemy force nюving 
toward his location. Concerned for the safety of his rnen, І1е (iirected the 
srnall team to move LІр the l1ill to а more secнre position. Не remained 
alone, separated froш the patrol, to meet the attack SSCi МіІІег single
handedly repLІlsed 2 dete1mineti attacks Ьу tl1e пнmerically sLІperioг enemy 
force anti caLІsed theш to witl1draw in disorlier. Не rejoined his tеаш, 

established contact with а forvvard аіг contтoller апtі arrange(i tl1e evacнati on 

of his patrol . However, the only sнitable extraction Jocation іп the heavy 
jLІngle was а bomb crater some 150 meters fгош the team Jocatioп. SSG 
МіІІег recoпnoitered the roнte to the crater апсі led his men throнg\1 the 
eпerny controlled jнngle to tl1e extraction site. As the evacLІatioп helicopter 
hovered over tl1e crater to pick LІР tl1e patrol, the епеmу laLІncheci а savage 
aLІtomatic weapon and rocket-propelled grenade attack agaiпst the 
beleaguereci team, driving offthe гescue helicopter. SSG Miller led the team 
in а valiant defense which c\rove back the enemy in its attempt to overruп 
the small patrol. Altlюнgh seriously wонпdесі апd with every mап іп his 
patrol а casualty, SSG МіІІег moved forwaгd to again single-lшпciedly meet 
the hostile attackers. Fюm his forwaгd exposed positioп, SSG МіІІег 

gallantly гepelled 2 attacks Ьу tl1e епеmу before а fгiendly relief force 
reached the patrol Іосаtіоп . SSG Miller's gallaпtry, intrepiciity іп action, anci 
selfless cievotioп to the \velfare of his comrades are in keeping \Vittl the 
highest traditions of the military seгvice and reflect great cгedit on hіш, l1is 
uпit, and the U.S. Апnу. 4 

' f'ot· шоrс оп Гrапk Мі ller see Heflections ()(а Іі'штіrн. 
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SSG Robert J. Miller 14 Oct 1983 - 25 Jan 2008 
А Сатрапу, 3''1 BN, Згd Special Гогссs Gгонр (А) 

РІасе апсІ Date: Atglщnistaп, Janнary ~5, 2008 
РІасе of'Birtl1: Haгrisbuгg, Peпnsylvania 

For conspicuous gallanuy and in!І'epidity at the t·isk о( his lije above and 
beyond the са/1 oj' cluty: Staff Sergeant Miller distinguished himself Ьу 
extraordinaгy acts of heroism while serviпg as the Weapons Sergeant in 
Special Forces Operational Detachment Alpha 33 І 2, Special Operations 
Task f'orce-33 , Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force-Afghanistan 
during combat operatioлs agaiлst ал aпned елету іл Колаг Province, 
Afghanistan on Janнary 25, 2008. While coлdtІcting а combat 
reconnaissaпce patrol throнgh the Gowardesh УаІІеу, Staff Sergeaпt Miller 
апd his small element of U.S. апd Afghan National A rmy soldiers engageci а 
force of 15 to 20 insшgents осснруіпg prepared fighting positioпs . Staff 
Sergeant Miller iпitiated the assaнlt. Ьу engaging the епету positions with 
his vel1icle ' s turret-moнnted Mark-19 40 tnillimeter aнtomatic gгепаdе 

launcl1er wh і Іе s i mнltaneoнsly providing cietai led descгiptions of the епешу 
positions to his commaпd, enabling effective, accurate close air sнрроті. 
F'ollowing the engagement, Staff Sergeaпt МіІІег led а sшall squad foгward 
to сопdнсt а battle damage assessmeпt. As the gгoup пeared the sшall, steep, 
naгrow valley that the епешу haci iпhabited, а Іш·gе, well-coorciiпated 

iпsurgeпt force iпitiated а пеаr aшbusl1, assau\tiпg from elevated positioпs 
with ашрІе соvег. Exposed and with Iittle availaЬ\e cover, the patrol was 
totally vulпerable to епету rocket propelleci grenades ащі automatic 
weapon flre . As point шаn, StafT Sergeant Miller was at the Гrопt of the 
раtгоІ, cut оtт ft·om supportiпg elements, and less thaп 20 meteгs !тот 

епету f'orces . Nonetl1eless, with total disregard Гог his own safety, І1е calleci 
Гог his men to quickly move back to covered positions as he charged the 
enemy over exposed grouпd and uпcier overvvhelming enemy fіте іл ordeг to 
provide protective fire tor l1is team. While maneнvering to engage the 
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enemy, Staft' Sergeant MiJJer was shot in l1is нрреr torso. Ignoring ti1e 
\Yoнnd, he continнed to push the figl1t, moving to draw fire from over one 
hнndred enemy figl1ters upon l1imself. Не theп again charged forward 
through an open area in order to aJJow his teammates to safely reach cover. 
Afteг ki!Jing at least І О insurgents, woundiпg dozens more, and repeatedly 
exposing himse]f to withering enemy fire while moving from position to 
position, Staff Sergeant Miller was mortally wounded Ьу enemy fire . His 
extraordinary valor нltimately saved the lives of seveп members of his O\Nn 
team and 15 Afghanistan National Army soldiers. Statr Sergeant Mi ller' s 
heroism шкі selflessness above and beyond the call of duty, and at the cost 
of his оwп life, are in keepiлg with the higl1est traditions of mil itary service 
апd reflect great credit нроn himself and the United States Army. 

SFC МеІvін Morris 7 Jнne 1942 -
Сотрану D, 511' Specia l r:oгces Gгонр (А). 

РІасе ап(і Date: Cl1i Lang, Vietпam, 17 Sept.embeг 1969 
Р Іасе of Birth: Okmн lgee, Oklalюma 

f'or conspicuous gallantry ancl intrepidity at the risk oj" his life above and 
[Jeyonc/ the cal! oj" cluty: Staff Sergeant Melvin Morris distingн i shed himse lf 
l1y acts of ga l laпtry and intrepitiity above anti beyond the call of dнty while 
serving as Commander of а Str ike Force drawn trom Сотрану D, 5th 
Special Forces Groнp (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, dшing combat 
operatioпs against an armed enemy in the vicinity of Chi 1-ang, RернЬІіс of 
Vietnam on September 17, 1969. On that afternoon, StafT Sergeaпt Morris ' 
affiliated companics encoнntered an extensivc encmy mіпс ficld and \Vcrc 
subscqнently cпgagcd Ьу а hostile forcc . Staff' Sergeaпt Morris Jcarned Ьу 
radio that а fellow team commander l1ad Ьееп killed near ап enemy bunker 
and he immediately reorgaпized l1is mеп into an effective assaнlt postшe 
before advancing forward and splitting otTwith two men to recover the team 
commander's body. Observiпg the maпeuver, tl1e host il e force coпceпtrated 
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its tire оп StafT Sergeant Moгris' three-maп elemeпt апd sнccesstully 

woнnded both men accompanying him. Af'ter assisting tl1e two woLJпded 
men back to his forces' lines, Staff' Sergeant Morris charged forvvard іпtо 

withering епеmу fire with only his meп's SL1ppгessive fіге as cover. While 
enemy machine guп emplacemeпts continLJously directed strafing f'usi11ades 
agaiпst hіш, Staf'f' Sergeaпt Moгris destroyed the positioпs \Vith hand 
grenades and continlled his assaLJ1t, нltimately eliminating f'ош bнnkers. 
Uроп reaching the bнnker nearest the f'alleп team сопш1анdег, Staf'f' 
Sergeant Мопіs repL11sed the епеmу, retrieved his comrade апd Ьеgап the 
arduous trek back to fi·ieпtily 1ines. Не vvas wошкіеd t11ree times as he 
strtІggled f'orward, bllt н1timately succeedeti in returпiпg his f'allen comrade 
to а f'гieпtily positioп. Staf'f' Sergeant Moгris' extгaordiпary heroism and 
se1tlessness above апd beyond the са11 of tiнty are in keeping with t11e 
11ig11est traditioпs of mi1itary service and retlect great credit Ltpon 11imse1f, 
11is uпit, апd the Uпiteti States Army. 

SFC Jose Rodela 15 J Llne 193 7 -
Detacl1meпt В-36, Сотрапу А, 5'1' Special Forces Gп>up (А) 
РІасе ш1<J Date: PhLюc Loпg, Vietпa111 , І September 1969 

Рі асе of Birth: Corpus Сї1гіstі , Texas 

For conspicuous gallantry and int1·epidity at the risk of' 11i.s lije ahove and 
heyond the са/1 of' duty: Sergeaпt First C1ass Rode1a distingLJisl1ed himse1f 
Ьу exceptiona11y valoгolls actioпs on 1 September 1969 whi1e serviпg as t11e 
company commaпder оГ а mobi1e strike force LlПit on an operatioп in Рhнос 
Loпg Province. Wheп tl1e battalion came under an iпtense barrage of'mortar, 
rocket, анd machine gнn Лrе, Sergeant Rode1a, ignoriпg the 'Nitl1ering 
enemy tire, immediately Ьеgап p1acing his men іпtо defensive positions to 
ргеvепt an enemy assau1t which might overrun the entire batta1ioп. 

Repeatedly exposing himselfto enemy tire, he Ьеgап to move from position 
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to position, suppressing fire and assisting wounded шеn, апd was hiшself 
woнnded in the back апd l1ead Ьу rocket shrapпel vvhile гесоvегіпg а 

woнnded co1nrade. АІопе, Sergeant Rodela assaнlted and knocked онt the 
rocket positioп. Successfнlly retuming to the battalion's periшeter, Sergeant 
Rodela continLJed іп command of his сошраnу, despite his painfLJI wounds, 
throLJghout eighteeп hoшs of coпtinuoнs contact until he \vas evacuated. 
Sergeaпt First Class Rodela's extraordinary heroism and devotion to dLІty 
were in keepiпg with the highest traditions of the military service апd retlect 
great credit tІроп himselt~ his uпit, and the United States Апnу. 

SFC Randall D. Shughart ALІg 13, 1958- Oct 3, 1993 
І" Special Гorces Оре1·аtіопаІ DеtасІнпспt (Delta) 

РІасе апd Datc: З ОсtоЬш· 1993, Mogadishu, SошаІіа 
РІасе ofBirth: Newville, Peпnsylvaпia 

F ш conspicuous gallantry аті intrepiclity at tf1e r·isk ()( his life alюve атІ 
ЬеуотІ tl1e call of cluty: Sergeant First Class Shughart, United States Am1y, 
Liistiпgвished hiшself Ьу actioпs above ащі Ьеуоп(і the call of LiLІty 011 3 
October 1993, while serving as а S11ірег Теаш Member, U11ite(i States Апnу 
Special Operations Сошшаnlі with Task F'orce Ra11ger іп Mogadislш, 

SошаІіа. Sergeaпt First Class Shвghaгt provilied precisioп sпiper fires fгош 
tl1e leali helicopter Lішіпg а11 assaLІlt оп а bвildiпg and at two helicopter 
crash sites, while sвbjected to іпtепsе авtошаtіс weapoпs апlі rocket 
propelled greпade fires. While providiпg critical sllppressive tїres at tl1e 
seconli crash site, Seгgeaпt First Class Shllglшгt апlі his tеаш lealier leameli 
that groLІпLi foгces were поt iшtne(iiately available to sесше the site. 
Scrgeaпt First Class ShLІghaгt a11d his tеаш lealieг вnhcsitatingly volвnteered 
to Ье i11seгtc(i to protect tl1e foLІr critically woLІnded persoппel, despite Ьеіпg 
vve\1 awarc of the growiпg nшnber оГ епешу personпel closing in 011 the site. 
After theiг third reqLІest to Ье inserted, Sergeant Fiгst Class Shвgl1aгt and his 
tеаш leader гeceived permissioп t.o perforш this volнnteeг rnissioп. When 
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debris and enemy groнnd fires at tf1e site caнsed them to abort t!Je tїrst 

attempt, Sergeaпt First Class Shнghart and l1is team leader wеге iпserted one 
hнndred meteгs soнth of the crash site. Eqнipped with only his sniper rifle 
and а pistol , Sergeant fїrst Class Shнghaгt апd his team leadeг, while нnder 
intense sшall aпns fire from t11e enemy, foнght their way throLigh а deпse 
шаzе of shaпties and shacks to reach the critically injшed crew meшbers. 
Sergeaпt First Class Shughaгt pulled the pilot and the otheг crew members 
from the aircraft, establishing а perimeter wl1ich placed him an(.1 his fellow 
snipe1· in the most vulnerable position. Sergeant First Class ShtJghart used 
l1is long range rifle and sic.ie апn to kill an нndeteгmined пнmЬеr of attackers 
while tгaveling the perimeter, protecting the downed crew. Sergeant f'irst 
Class Shнglшrt continued his protective fire tJntil l1e (.1epleted his 
ammunition and vvas fata!!y woLinded. His actions saved the pilot's life. 
Sergeaпt First Class S!шghart's extraordinary heroism апd devotioп to (.1Lity 
were іп keeping with tl1e l1igl1est standar(.1S of military service ап(J reflect 
gгeat credit нроп him, l1is uпit and the tJnited States Army. 

І L Т George К. Sisler Sep 19, 1937- Feb 7, 1967 
MACY-SOG, CC N 

Р\асе апd [)ate: l~ep LJbl ic ofVietпam . 7 f'еЬгuюу \967 
РІасе of Birt\1: Dexte1·, MissoLІГi 

Гоr compicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk oj" his l{fe above and 
beyond the cal/ o_f duty: І СТ Sisler was tl1e рІаtооп lea(.ieг/adviser to а 

Special Uпite(i States/Vietnam exploitation fогсе. While оп patrol deep 
witl1in епеmу dominated territory, І L Т Sisler's platoon was attacked trom 3 
sides Ьу асотрапу sized епету torce. J L Т Sisler quickly ral!ied l1is mеп, 

deployed tl1em to а better deГensive position, called for air strikes, апd 
moved amoпg his mеп to encoшage апd direct theiг etTorts. Learпing that 2 
men had been woнnded and were uпаЬІе to pull Ьасk to the peгimeter, 1 L Т 
Sisleг charged fгom tl1e position throнgh іпtепsе епеmу fіге to assist them. 

!46 



Chapter 2 А Legacy ot' Honor 

Не reached the шеп алd Ьеgап carrying І ot' tt1eш back to the periшeter, 
wheп l1e was takeп under nюre inteпsive weapons fire Ьу the епешу. Layiпg 
down his vvouпded coшrade, l1e killed 3 oшusl1ing енешу soldiers Ьу tlriнg 
his rifle алd silenced the енешу шасhінеguп with а greпade. As he retumed 
the wounded шаn to the periшeter, the left flank ot' the position саше uпder 
extreшely l1eavy attack Ьу the superior еnешу t'огсе and several additioпal 
men of his platoon were quickly >vouпded. Realizing the пееd t'or iпstant 
асtіоп to prevent his position t'roш Ьеіпg overruп, І СТ Sisler picked вр 
some grenades and charged single-handedly into the еnешу onslaught, firing 
his wеароп anc.i throwing greпades. This singularly heroic action l)foke ttp 
the vicioнs assault and forcec.i the еnешу to begin withdravviпg. f)espite the 
contiпuing епешу fire, І І.:г Sisler was nюving аЬонt the battletleld directiпg 
air strikes when he t'ell шortally wouшiec.i. His extraordinary leac.iership, 
intlnite coнrage, апd selfless concern t'or his шеп saved the Iives ot' а 
nшnber ot' his coшrades. His actions reflect great credit upon hiшselt' anc.i 
нphold the highest traditions of' the шilitary service. 

СРТ Humbert R. Versace Jul2, 1937- Sep 26, 1965 
U.S. l'v1ilitary Assistance Ativisoгy Gгoup 

РІасе and Date: f{epublic ofVietnam, 29 Octobe1· 1963 to 26 September 1965 
Рі асс of Birtl1: НопоІнІu, Ha\vaii 

Tor conspicuous gallantry ancl intt·epidity at the risk oj" his !ife аЬт;е and 
beyoncl tl1e call o.f duty: Captain Hшnbert R. Versace distinguished h iшselt' 

Ьу extraordinary heroism during the period ot' 29 October 1963 to 26 
Septeшber 1965, while serving as S2 Advisor, Military Assistaпce Advisory 
Оrонр, [)etacl1шent 52, Са Ман, RернЬІіс ot' Vіеtпаш. While accompanyiпg 
а Civiliaп Irгegulaг Def'eпse Group patrol engaged іп combat operatioпs in 
Thoi Віпh District, An Хнуеп Prov ince, Captain Versace апd tl1e patrol 
came нпdеr suddeп and intense tnOJ"tar, autoшatic \Veapons, апd small aпns 
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tlre from elemeпts ot' а l1eavily aпned епету battalion. As the battle raged, 
Captain Versace, althougl1 severely wouпded іп tl1e kпее апd back Ьу hostile 
tlre, fought valiantly and coпtiпued to engage enemy targets. Weakened Ьу 
his wounds and fatigнed Ьу tl1e tlerce tlrefight, Сарtаіп Versace stubborпly 
resisted capture Ьу the over-powering Viet Сопg force with the last full 
measLJre of his streпgth and ammLmition. Таkеп prisoneг Ьу the Viet Сопg, 
he exemplitled the teпets of the Code of Coпduct fгom the time he eпtered 
into Prisoпer of War status. Captain Veгsace assшned command of l1is 
fellow American soldieгs, scorned the enemy's exhaustive interrogation апd 
indoctriпation efforts, and made three нnsuccessful attempts to escape, 
despite l1is weakened coпdition wh ich was broнght about Ьу his woнnds апd 
the extreme privation and l1aгdships he was forced to endure. Duriпg his 
captivity, Captain Versace was segregated in an iso lated prisoner of war 
cage, тапасІеd in irons for proloпged periщis of' time, and placed on 
extremely retiнced ratioп. Tl1e епету was unable to break his iпtiomitable 
will, his faith in God, апd his trust іп tl1e lJnited States of Атегіса. Captain 
Versace, ап American fїghting man who epitomized tl1e principles of t1is 
coLJпtry and the Code оГ Сопdнсt, was execнted Ьу tl1e Viet Cong on 26 
Scpteтber 1965. Captain Versace's gallant actions іп closc contact with an 
enemy fогсе апtі unyieldiпg courage and bгavery while а prisoner ofwar are 
in tl1e l1ighcst traditions оГ the military service and reЛcct the нtmost credit 
L1pon l1imself' and the United States Army. 

Captain V сгsасс was captured Ьу the Viet Сопg in 1963 and executecl in 
1965. Versacc was captured and taken to а prison dcep in tl1e juпgle аІопg 
witl1 Lieнtenant N ick Rowe. Не tricd to cscape fош times, insнlted tl1e Vict 
Сопg duriпg thc indoctriнation sessions and cited thc Gcncva Convcntioп 
trcaty t.imc after time. The V iet Cong separated Versace fгот the other 
prisoners. The last time the prisoners heard his voice, he was siпgiпg ' 'God 
Bless Атсгіса" at tl1e top of his lungs. 5 

5 1:or тш·е on НшnЬеІ1 ' Rocky' Versace see І'ЇІІе Уешs to Гreedom. 
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MAJ Charles Q. Williams Sep І 7, 1933 - Oct 15, І 982 
5!11 Special J'orces Group (А) 

РІ асе апd Date: Dong Хоаі, Republic of Viemam, 9 ro 1 О Juпe 1965 
РІасе ot· Birth: Charlestoп, Soutl1 Саrо І іла 

For conspicuous gal!antІy and intІ'epidity at tl1e t·isk of f1is !ife above and 
beyond the са!! oj'duty: І L Т WiiJiaшs distinguisl1ed l1imself Ьу conspicuoLІs 
gallantry and intrepidity at the гisk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty while defending the Special Forces Camp against а violent attack Ьу 
hostile foгces that lasted for 14 hours. І СТ Williams was se1·ving as 
executive officer of а Special Forces Detachment when an estimated 
Vietcong reinforced regiшent struck the camp and threatened to overrun it 
and the adjacent district headчнarters. Не awoke реrsоппеІ, orgaпized tІ1еш, 
determined the sошсе of the iпsurgents' шаіn effort and led the troops to 
their defensive positions оп tl1e south апlі west walls. Then, after гunniпg to 
the district headчuarters to establish comnшnicatioпs, he fouпd that there 
\:vas по radio operatioлal with which to сошшuпісаtе >vith l1is commaпliiлg 
officer іл anotl1er compound. То reach the otl1er compouлd, he traveleli 
through darkness but was halted in this efГort Ьу а combiлation оГ sl1rapnel 
in his right leg алd the iпcrease ofthe Vietcoпg gunfire. Ignoring his wound, 
he retLІrned to tl1e district headчuarters апd directed the defense agaiпst the 
first assault. As the iпsurgeпts attempted to scale the walls апd as some оГ 
the Vietnamese defeпders began to retгeat, he dasl1ed through а barrage of' 
gнпfire, succeeded in rallyiпg these def'eпders, and led them back to their 
positioпs. Althoнgh wouлded іл tl1e thigh апd left leg duriпg this gallaпt 
action, he retнrned to his position апd, нроп Ьеіпg told that commuлications 
were reestablished and that l1is commanding officer was serioнsly wouпded, 
ІСТ Williams took cl1arge оГ actions in both compoнnds. Then, in ап 

attempt to reach the commнnications Ьнпkеr, he sнstained wounds іп the 
stomach апd right arm Гrom grenade tragmeпts . As the det'eпsive positions 
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on the walls l1ad been held tог hours and casLJalties wеге пюLІnting, he 
ordered the coпsolidatioп ot' the American peгsonпel from both compoнnds 
to establish а det'eпse іп the distгict bнildiпg. After гасlіо coпtact was made 
with а frieпdly аіг controller, he disгegarded his "-'Otmds an(J directed tl1e 
det'eпse Пот the District buildiпg, LІsing desceпding flares as reference 
points to adjLJst air strikes. Ву his courage, he inspired his team to lюld out 
against the iпsuгgent tогсе that was closing іп оп tl1em апd throwing 
greпades іпtо the wiпdows ot' the building. As dayligl1t arrive(i апd the 
Vietcoпg coпtinued to besiege the stroпghoJd, firing а machiпeguп diгectly 
south ot' the district building, he was determineci to eliminate tJ1is menace 
tl1at tl1reateneci the Jives of his men. Taking а 3.5 rocket lauпcher and а 

volнnteer to loati it, he woгked J1is way across ореп terrain, геасhесі tl1e 
berm sOLІtl1 of tl1e district hеаdцнагtегs, anci took aim at tl1e Vietcong 
machinegнn І 50 meters away. Althoнgl1 the sight was faulty, he succeeded 
іп hitting the machiпegнn. While he апd tl1e Іоасіег were tгуіпg to гetum to 
the distгict l1eadцнarters , tl1ey were both wounded. With а fourtl1 wошкі, 

this time in tl1e right апn and Jeg, шкі гealiziпg he was uпаЬІе to carry his 
wонпсіеd comrade back to the district Ьuilding, І L Т Williams pulled him to 
а covered positioп and theп made l1is way Ьасk to tJ1e district buikiiпg wiІere 
he soнgl1t the help of others who went out. and evacнated the injured soldier. 
Altlюнgh serioнsly wouncied апd tired, l1e coпtinued to direct the аіг strikes 
closer to the defeпsi-.,·e position. As morпiпg tнrпed to afterпooп апd tl1e 
Vietcong pressed theiг eftort witl1 direct recoilless rifle tlre іпtо the bнilding, 

he ordered the evacнation of' the serioнsly wouп(ie(.i to the safety of the 
communications bнnker. When iпtorme(.i that helicopteгs wouki attempt to 
land as tJ1e hostile gнnfire had aЬated, he led his team from the building to 
the artilleгy position, making certain ot' tl1e timely evacнation of the 
woнnded from tl1e commLJпications area, апd then on to the рісkнр роіпt. 

Despite гesurgent Vietcong guntlre, he directed the гарісІ еvаснаtіоп of' all 
personnel. Tl1roughoнt the Joпg battle, he was tmdauпted Ьу the vicioнs 
Vietcong assaнlt and iпspired the defeпders іп decimating tl1e determined 
insuгgents. l L Т Williams' extraordinary heroism, are in the highest 
traditions of the U.S. Апnу and reflect great credit. нроn himself and the 
Armeci Forces of his country. 
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SGT (;ordoп D. Yпtema Jun 26, 1945- Jan 18, 1968 
!) Соmрапу, Stl1 Special Гогсеs GгotJp (А) 

РІасе анd !)ate: Nеаг ТІюпg ВіпІ1, f{epttblic of Yietпam, 16-18 Jaпuary 1968 
РІасе of Biгth: Bethesda, МагуІапd 

Tor conspicuous gallantry ancl intt·epidЦy at the risk oj' his li/e abm•e and 
beyonc/ tlze call oj' duzy: SGT Ynteшa, U.S. Апnу, distinguisheti l1irnself 
while assigned to Detachшent А-43 J, Company П . As part оГ а larger force 
оГ civilian irregulars Гrom Camp Саі Саі, he accoшpanied 2 platoons to а 
blockiпg position east of' the village of Thong Binh, V\'here they became 
!1eavily eпgageti іп а sшall-arms fire figl1t with the Viet Сопg. Assшning 
сопtгоІ of' the Гоrсе when the Vietnamese coшmander \V3S ser·iously 
;vouпded, he ativaпced his troops to withiп 50 meters of the епеmу buпkers. 
After а fierce 30 шіпutе fire fight, the епеmу Гorced SGT Yпtema to 
withtira\v his шеп to а treпch іп oгder to afTorti them protection апd still 
perf'om1 their assigпed blocking шіssіоп. lJпder cover of' шachineguп fіге, 
аррюхішаtеІу J сошрапу of Viet Cong шaпeuvereti іпtо а positioп wl1ich 
ріппеd dowп tl1e ГтіешіІу platooпs fгош 3 sides. А tiwiпdliпg апшшпіtіоп 
supply, coupled with а Viet Сопg пюrtar barrage which іпЛісtеd l1eavy 
losses оп tl1e exposed Гrіепd Іу troops, caused шапу of' the irгegнlars to 
witl1draw. Serioнsly vvouпtiecl апd ordered to witl1draw hiшselt~ SGT 
Упtеша ref'нsed to leave his t'alleп c01шades . Uпder witl1eriпg sшаІІ arшs 

anti шасІ1іпеguп fire, he сапіеd tl1e woнпded Vietлaшese сошшапdеr апd а 
шогtаlІу \voundeti Americaп Special Forces aclvisor to а sшаІІ gнІІу 50 
шеtегs away іп order to shield tl1eш Гrom the еnешу fire. SGT Ynteшa then 
coпtinueti to repulse the attacking Viet Cong attemptiпg to overrun his 
positioп Lmtil, онt оГ апшшпіtіоп and surrouпded, he was offered the 
opportuпity to sшreпder. Ref'нsing, SGT Yпtema stood his groнnti , using his 
rі Ле as а club to fight the approximately 15 Viet Сопg attempting l1 is 
capture. His гesistance was so fierce that the Viet Сопg were Гorced to shoot 
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іп order to overcome him. SGT Упtеша's persoпal braveгy іп tl1e f'ace of' 
iпsurmoнпtable odds апd sнpreme self'-sacгifice were іп keepiпg ~vitl1 the 
highest traditioпs of' the шіІіtагу service апd retlect tr1e utшost credit uроп 
l1imself', the І st Special Forces, and the lJ .S. Апnу. 

SCM Fred W. Zabitosky October 27, 1942 - Jапнаrу 18, 1996 
MACV-SOG 

Р І асе а 1нІ Date: Repul1lic o t· Vietпam , 19 Febrнary 1968 
РІ асе of Birtl1: ·гrепtоп , Ne\v Jersey 

Fш conspicuous galfantry amt intrepiclity at the гisk о/ his /if'e аІю1:е атІ 
heyond the cafl о/ cluty: Sf'C Zabitosky, U.S. Army, distingLІisheLi l1imself' 
while serving as ап assistant team leader of а 9-шап Special l~'oгces long
range recoпnaissaпce patrol. SFC Zabitosky's patrol was operatiпg deep 
within eпemy-coпtrolled territory when they were attacked Ьу а пнтеrісаІ Іу 

sнperior Nortl1 Vietnamese Army нnit. SFC Zabitosky гallied his team 
шешЬсrs, lieployeli them into lief'cпsivc positions, and, exposiпg himself to 
coпceпtratcd cnemy aнtomatic weapoпs fіге, directed their retнrn fire. 
Realiziпg tl1e gravity of the sitнation, SFC Zal;itosky ordereli his patrol to 
пюvе to а landing zone f'or helicopteг extractioп while he covered their 
w ithdrawal with rifle fire and grenades. Rejoiniпg the patrol нnder 

increasing enemy pгessнre, І1е positioпeti еасІ1 шап іп а tigl1t peгimeter 
def'eпse апd сопtіnнаІ Іу шoved from шап to man, епсошаgіпg tl1ern апd 
coпtrolliпg their def'ensive fire. Mainly dне to his ехатрІе, the oнtnшnbered 
patrol maintaiпed its precarioнs positioп LІПtіІ the arrival of' tactical air 
sнpport апd а helicopter extraction team. As the rescнe helicopters aгrived , 

the deteпnined Nort/1 Vietnamese pressed their attack. SFC Zabitosky 
repeatedly exposed hiшself' to their fire to adjнst sнppressive helicopter 
gнnship fire аrонпd the landiпg zопе . Af'ter boarding І of' t!Je rescнe 

helicopters, І1с positioned himself' in the door deliveriпg fire оп t!Je enemy as 

152 



Chapter 2 А Legacy of 1-Ionor 

the sl1ip took oft'. The helicopter \Vas engulfed in а hail of bullets апd SFC 
Zabitosky was throwп fгorn the craft as it spuп out of control and cгasl1ed . 

Recoveгing consciousпess, l1e ignored his extrernely paiпtul iпjuries and 
moved to the flaшing \vreckage. Heedless of the dangeг of exploding 
O!'dпance and fнel, he pulled the seveгely wounded pilot from the searing 
blaze and шаdе repeated atteшpts to rescLІC his patrol members but was 
driveп back Ьу the iпtense heat. Despite h is serious burns and cгusl1ed ribs, 
he carried and dragged tl1e unconscioLІs pilot throLІgh а cLІгtain ot' enemy fіге 
to within І О t'eet of а hoveriпg rescLІe helicopter bet'ore collapsing. SFC 
Zabitosky's extraordinary heroisш апd devotioп to duty were in keeping 
with the higl1est n·aditions of the military service and reflect great credit 
upon hiшself, his unit, an(i the U.S. Arrny. 

(;reat Leaders of Special Forces History 

Colonel Aaron Bank (1902-2004) 

СоІопеІ Аагоп Bank was born оп 

Noveшber 23, 1902 in New York City. 
Eпteriпg the US Аrшу in 1939, he 
graduated Of'ficer Candidate School and 
proceede(i to Fort Polk, Couisiana as а 

transpoгtation officer. ln 194 І, he 
voluпteered for OSS service, шкі after 
cornpletiпg traiпing іп Eпglaпd was 
assigпed to соштап(і the J edburgh team 
"Packard" with the missioп of coпductiпg 
lJW operations with the Maquis іп southeгn 

F'raпce. Вапk 's team maпaged to tie LІр Geпnan forces tl1ereby allowiпg the 
7'f1 Iпfantтy Divisioп to advance Гrom thc coast of Southcm France up 
throLІgh the Rhoпe Riveг Valley. Bank was later transt'cгred to the work in 
Frcncl1 Іпdо-Сhіпа to гepat1·iot pгisoncrs of war as а part of' an Opcrational 
Group (OG) with OSS Dctachшcпt 202. 

Aller WWII, Coloncl Bank commanded the Rcgioпal Couпtcr

lпtclligeпce Согрs іп Bavaria, Geгrпany. Не then served as the executive 
officer of tl1e І 87'1' Airborne Regimeпtal Combat Team in tl1e Korean War. 
ln 1951 , Major GепегаІ Robert McClure гecгuited Bank as the Chief of 
Psychological Waгtare. Workiпg with МсСІше апd СоІопеІ f{ussell 
Volckmann, the three men recommendecl the establishment of' а special 
warfaгe capability within tl1e US Army based оп the successes ot' pгevious 
UW operatioпs. 
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In 1952, Coloпel Вапk became the cotшnander of І 01h Special Forces 
Group (Airborпe). In September of that уеаг, the І 0'1' was split іп halt' апd 
took нр statioп in Bad Tolz, Gепnапу as а couпter to the growiпg Soviet 
tl1reat in Europe; while the other half, reconstituted as the 77'1' SF Groвp, 
remained at Fort Bragg. ln І 955, Bank assumed dвties as the G3 of 7'1' US 
Лпnу Евгоре. Following that assignшeлt., he served at the Pentagon вntil he 
retired in І 958. Colonel Bank was buried in 2004 in Riverside National 
Cemetery in Riverside, Califorпia.6 

Brigadier General Donald D. 
Blackbнrn ( 1916 - 2008) 

Donaki В lасkЬшп was Ьоrп on 14 
September, 1916 in МсСеап, Virginia. Не 
was coшшissioned а secoпd lieuteпant іп 
the IпГantry Reservc оп Мау 30, І 938, 
and eпtered into active сівtу with the 
Army Septeшbcr 22, 1940, assigned to 
the 24th IпГantry at Fort Веппіпg, 

Georgia. At tl1e outbreak of World War 
11, he was serving as ап advisor to а 

battalioп of tl1e 12th Iпfantry Regiment, 
Philippine Commoпwealtt1 Лпnу. lJpoп tl1e f'all of' Bataan in April І 942, І1е 
evaded capture with his f'riend Captain Russell W. VоІсkшапп, апd uпtil 

Octol1er І 945 coпdвcted gueпilla warf'are on the island of Luzoп. During 
this latter period, І1е reorganized and coшmanded the І І th Iпfantry, 

Philippine Cotшпoпwealtll Лrшу, wl1ich was integrated in October 1945 as 
а regular unit in the Philippine mil itary establishшent. 

Following World War 11 ВІасkЬнrп served in various comtnand and staff 
assigпшents. Не was assigned to the Department of Military Psychology and 
Leadeгship, Tactical Departmeпt, United States Military Academy, іп 1950. 
Не was theп assigned to NA TO's Allied F'orces Noгtherп Енrоре , Oslo, 
Norway. Оп return to the Uпited States in 1956, he was ass igпed as 
commanding officer, 3rd Trainiпg Regimeпt, Fort Jacksoп , S.C. Іп 1957, l1e 
was assigпed to MAAG, Vіеtпаш, and served as the seпior advisor to tl1e 
сошшапdіng general, 5th Militaгy Region (Mekong Delta). Іп October 
1958, he was assigned as comшaпding officer, 77th Special Forces Group 
where he was i пstrшnental in initiating Special Forces ope1·ations і п 

Soвtheast Asia. Не serveci as сіернtу ciirector of developmeпts for Special 

• l'or mot·e on Аагоn Bank see Гrот OSS to Gгeen ВегеІs . 
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Warfare, Oftїce of the Chiet' ot' Research and Development trorn 1961 to 
1964, and then was reassigned to the oftice, Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Operations as Directoг of Special Warfare. Blackburn was SOG 
Commander from Мау 1965 to Мау 1966. Не served as assistant deputy 
director, Defense Communications Planning Group from August І 966 to 
August 1967. Не was the assistant division commander, 82nd Airborпe 
Division from Septeшber 1967 to October 1968. Не was the Director of 
РІапs апd Programs, oftice of the Chief of Research and Development from 
October І 968 until his retirement in 1971. 

B1·igadier Geпeral Blackbшn was instгumental to the development of 
Special Forces doctrine and >vas а higl11y decoгated and distinguished 
commander іп SOG.7 

---~--,._... 

Major· General William J. Donovan 
(1883 - 1959) 

William Joseph ''Wild ВіІІ" Donovan 
was bom in BufJalo, New У ork to Iгish 

immigrants. Не gгaduated fтom Columbia 
Oniversity апd Law Schoo1 and practiced 
law on Wall Stгeet. Betore America's 
involvemeпt in WWI, Dопоvап 

organized ап(і led а cavalry troop іп the 
New York State Mi1itia during the 
campaign agaiпst Pancho Villa. Afleг 

America eпterecl World War І, Major 
Donovaп orgaпized апd led the І st Battalion ot' the 165'h Regimeпt of the 
42"d Iпfantry Division. His uпit distinguished itself іп the tighting near 
Laпdres-et-St . Georges, Fraпce, on 14 апd 15 October 19 І 8. For his service, 
Donovan would receive the Meda1 of Нопоr. 

Afleг the First World War, Donovan was e1ected as the OS Attorney tor 
the Westem District of New York. Lateг, he ran unsuccessfully as а 

Republican fo1· Lieutenant Governoг of New York in 1922, and fог 

Governor ofNew York in 1932. On JLІiy 11, 1941, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt пamed Donovan the Coordinatoг of Information (СО!). From this 
post, conceived Ьу Donovan himself, the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) 
vvas created in 1942. As head of tl1e OSS, Donovan retшned to active 
service in the U.S. Апnу, restoгed to his Wor1d War І rank of соІопеІ. 
Attaiпiпg the гапk of major geneгal, l)опоvап Jead the OSS to coпduct 

7 г:ог тогс оп Donald Blackbum sce Shadmv Commandeг. 
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sLІccessful espionage апd sabotage operatioпs in Europe апd Asia. After 
Trumaп disbaпded the OSS іп September 1945, Donovaп returпed to 
сіvіІіап lite. However, less tl1ar1 two years later the Ceпtral lntelligeпce 

Agency was foLІnded ; а realization of Doпovan's dream for а ceпtгalized 
iпtelligence аgепсу. Donovaп died on Feburary 8, 1959 from complications 
of vascLІlar demeпtia. 8 

Major Richard .J. Meadows (1931 -
1995) 

Richard ''[)ick" Meadows was bom in 
Richmond Yirginia on 16 Juпe, 193 І. Не 
eпlisted in the Army at age 15. аші first 
saw coml1at in Когеа. Ву age 20, he was 
promoted to Masteг Sergcaпt; the 
yoLІngest in thc Агту at that time. Jn 
\953 , he eпtcred thc lJ.S. Army Specia\ 
Гorces . ln 1960, Meado~vs was one of' tl1e 
Гirst U .S. Army оfЛсегs to participate іп 

an excl1ange ргоgгат with tl1e British 
Special Air Service (SAS). Meadows completed SAS training and was an 
actiпg troop leader for 12 moпths, апd participated in а Гield combat 
operation with the SAS іп the Midd\e East. Meadows' SAS experience 
helped f'orm the basis for future lJS Army Special Гorces selcction, training, 
and organ izatioпal structuгes . 

Wl1ile assigпed to the 8tl1 Special Forces Gгoup in Panama, Master 
Sergeant MeadovYS vo lнпt.eered for а toнr іп Vietnarn. At the end of his first 
tour, serviпg іп the МАСУ -SOG, Meadows received а direct cotшnissioп as 
а captain оп April 14, 1967. Оп Nov 21, 1970 СРТ Meadows was the tearn 
leader for the initial assault team in t1le Sоп Тау prisoп сашр raid. Jп tl1e 
mid-1970s, Meadows was а key Лgше іп the fонпdіпg of' І 51 Special Forces 
Орегаtіопаl Detachmeпt - Delta. 

Major Meadows retired іп 1977. ln \980, Major Meado\YS retLJrпed to 
service as а special сопsн\tапt and performed а covert reconnaissaпce of the 
U.S. Embassy і п Tehraп ргіоr to and during Operatioп Eagle Claw, better 
knovvn as the Ігап Hostage RescLJe mission . That missioп eпded іп а majoг 
acci,ient at а groLІnd ret'ueling point in the lran desert, and v.тas aborted. 
Oocuments foLІnd at the crash sitc compromised lюtl1 the mission and 
Meadows' cover in Iran. Under cover as а foreign bнsiпessman, Meadows 

' І"'ог mоге оп William Dопоvш1 see ІФ'іІd Bili Donovan: The Sp)'masteІ· 11'fю O·emed rl1e OSS 
and Moclern Атаісап Espionar;e. 
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escaped Iran aboard а сошшеrсіа1 flig11t. In І 995, Meadows was diagnosed 
with and sнbsequent1y died of 1eukernia.9 

Colonel James N. Rowe (1938 -1989) 

Jaшes N. Rowe ~~as Ьоrп in McAllen, 
Texas on r'еЬгнаrу 8, 1938. ln 1960, 
Rowe gгadнated froш t11e United States 
Мі 1 іtагу Асаdешу at West Point, New 
York, and was coшшissioned as an 
artillery officer. Tn І 963 , First 
Lieutenant Rowe was sent to the 
Repub1ic of Vietnaш (Soнth Vietnam) 
апd assigned as Executive Officer of 
Detachшent А-23, 5'1' SF Groнp. 
Located at Тав Р1ш in An Хuуев 

Province, А-23 orgaвized and advised а 
CIDG сашр іп the Mekong Delta. On 
October 29, 1963, after оп1у three 

шoпths і п соtшtгу, Rowe was captнred Ьу VC e 1eшents along >vith Сарtаів 
НншЬеrt "Rocky" Н .. Versace апd Sergeant Daniel L. Pitzer. Separated from 
his coшrades, Rowe spent 62 шontl1s іп captivity with оп1у brief encoнnteгs 
with fe11o>v Аmегісап POWs. Rowe was he1d in the U Мівl1 Foгest, betteг 
kпown as tl1e "Forest of Darkness," in ехtгеше southeгn Vietnam. During 
most ot'his five years in captivity Rowe was he1d in а cage. Не шаваgеd to 
escape on December З J, 1968, after overpowering l1is guard, he was picked 
up Ьу а UH-1 he1icopter. 

ln 1971 , he aнthored the book, Five Years to Freedom , an accoнnt of his 
years as а prisoneг of war. ln 197 4, he гetired froш the Апnу. ln 1981 , 
Rowe was recal1ed to active dнty as а lieutenant соІопеІ to design and bui1d 
а сошsе based нроn his experience as а POW, Sшviva1 , Evasion , 
Resistance, авd Escape (SERE). Ів І 987, Colone1 Rowe \\o·as assigned as the 
chief of the Army ciivision of tl1e Joint U.S. Mi1itary Advisory Group 
(JUSMAG), proviciing COLІnter-iпsшgeпcy traiпiпg for the Armed r'orces of 
the Phi1ippines. 

Workiпg close1y with the Ceпtra1 Jnte11igeпce Agency anti іпtе11іgепсе 
orgaпizati ons of tl1e Republic of the Philippiпes , he was involved in its 
near1y decade- 1oпg prograш to репеь·аtе the New Peop1e's Army (NPA), the 
comnшnist insuгgency that threateneti to oveгthrow the Phi1ippines' 

9 Гоt· пюrс оп R i cl1aгd Meado\VS see Тї1е Quiet Pr(){essional. 
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government. On April 21, 1989, as І1е was being driven to work at tl1e 
JUSMAG l1eadquarters in an aгmored limousine, Rowe's vehicle was hit Ьу 
small arms in Quezon City. Twenty-one shots hit the vel1icle; опе гоuпd 
eпtered through an unarпюred portion of t.he vehicle frame and struck 
Colonel Rowe in the head, killiлg hіш instantly. Years later, tl1e Ne\v 
People's Апnу eventually сІаішеd respoпsibility for his assassination. Rowe 
was buried Мау 2, 1989 in Section 48 of Arliпgton National Ceшetery. 10 

Colonel Arthur D. Simons (1918- 1979) 

At1hur [). Simons was Ьогn 28 Jнne, 

1918 in New York City. Не attended the 
University of М issoшi-Colшnbia аtкі 

шаjогеd іп joшnalism, eпtering the ROTC 
program there in 1937. !п 1941, Siшons 
was commissioned as an artillery officer, 
and was іпіtіаІІу assigned to the 98tl1 Field 
Artillery Battalion, а part of' опе оГ the 
Aпny's pack шule uпits . This unit was later 
r·edesigпated as the 611' Ranger Battalion. Оп 
Lнzon іп tl1e Philippines, he participateli in 
tl1e Raid at Cabaпatuan tlшt rescued 

approximately 500 POWs wlю VІ'еге mostly survivoгs of the Ваtаап Deatl1 
March. 

At tl1e conclнsioп of' the Second World War, Major Siпюns lefl the active 
Army fог fїve ycars. !п 1951, hc was rccalled to activc duty to seгve as an 
inf'antry instructor and Ranger traineг іп tl1e Amphibious апd Jнngle 

Тrаіпіпg сашр at Egliп AFB, Florida. Simons also completed tours with tl1e 
Military Assistaпce Advisory Gгoup, Tнrkey апd XVIII Airborne Corps 
before joining the 77th Special Forces Gгонр іп 1958. 1n 1960 he served as 
Deputy Coшmaпder/Chiet' of Staп· of the U.S. Arrny Special Warf'are 
Center. Proшoted to Lieuteпant СоІопеІ in 1961, he commanded tl1e І 07-
тап Operatioп White Star Mobile Training Теаш in Laos from 1961 to 
1962 and was tl1e fiгst coшmander of the 8th Special f'orces Group, Ра паша 
from 1962 to 1964. Froш Рапаmа, he was assigпed to the МіІіtагу 

Assistance Commaпd, Vietпam Studies and Observations Group (MACV
SOG), which conducted nшneroLrs behind-the-line missions in Southeast 
Asia. 

ln 1970, Sішопs was haпd-picked to Ье the ground comшaпder оГ 
Operatioп Ivory Coast, а joiпt special operatioпs effort to rescue American 

10 г:ог пюrе оп N ick Rowe see П1;е Years /о 1'-гее,/от. 
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pгisoners of' war froш the Sоп Тау ргіsоп in North Vietпam. While tl1e 
mission rescued no pгisoners, it did force Nortl1 Vietnam to consolidate аІІ 
ot' the prisoners into а few central compounds in Наnої, resнlting in а boost 
іп the prisoпers' nюra1e and improved tгeatment. ln 1971, Simoпs retired 
from the US Army. Jn 1ate 1978, Simons was contacted Ьу Texas 
businessman Ross Perot, who гeqнested his directioп апd leadership to he1p 
free two emp1oyees of E1ectroпic Data Systems who were arrested short1y 
before tl1e Iranian Revolнtion. Simons organized а rescue mission and 
н1timately freed the two mеп from the Iranian prison. All invo1ved returned 
safely to the lJпited States. Tl1ree months 1ater, \vhi1e оп vacatioп іп Vai1, 
Co1orado, COl., Siпюns ciied of heart comp1ications at the age of 60. Не is 
buried in the Barrancas National Cemetery in Pensaco1a, F1oгida . 11 

Colonel Russell Volckmann (1911 -1982) 

Russell Vo\ckmaпп was born 23 October 1911, 
іп Clinton, fowa. ln 1934, gratiuateli from the 
lJniteli States Mi1itary Academy at West Point. 
New Yo1·k, and \Vas coшmissioned а second 
lieнteпant іп tl1e inf'aпtry. Іп 1940, Volckmaтш 
was assigned to the Phi1ippines. Upon arrival in 
the Pl1ilippines, he became the commander of' 
Сотрану Н, 31st Infantry Regimeпt. ln JнІу 

1941, he was traпsf'erred to the 11th fnf'antry 
Regiment, І І th Іпfапtгу Oivisioп (Philippine 
Army) as the гegimental execнtive оПісеr. 

Іп August 1941, Volckmanп 's wife and sоп, аІопg witl1 all other 1J.S. 
militaгy tiepeпdents, were seпt back to tl1e 1Jпited States dне to war 
coпcems . On 8 December 194 J, the Japaпese attacked the Pl1i1ippiпes. At 
the f'all оГ Ваtаап іп 1942, Volckmann retused to sнrrender and 
accompanied Ьу Donakl Вlackbнm, anotl1er Americaп oГficer a1so serving 
in tl1e Phi1ippine Army 1eft Ваtаап and Ьеgап а trek to nortl1erп Luzoп . 12 

V olckmaпn organized а resistaпce force among the If'нgao's 11 t11 Iпf'antry 

Battalion. His f'orces operated in tl1e western and nortl1ern coasts of" Lнzon, 
1aunching attacks against the Japanese occнpiers. Dнriпg the lJ. S. and 
Filipiпo invasion of'the Plli1ippines ін Janнary 1945, Vo1ckmanп's gнerri11as 
снt key coІшnнnication 1іпеs апd bridges апd isolated enemy f'orces. Опсе 
the invasion had Janded, he 1ed attacks against the retreating Japanese foгces 

11 Гог пюrе оп Arthuг ' Bull' Simoпs see The Naid. 
12 Volckmaпн , We Rcmained: Т11rее Yeat·s Bcl1ind Спеmу Li нes іп tl1e Philippines, 54. 
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far behind the Iines, capturing bases and air tields, thereby allowing the 
Aшerican advance to proceed at а пшсІ1 quicker расс . 

АЛ:еr the war, he rешаіпеd іп the lJ.S. Апnу апd together with Colonels 
Ааюn Bank апd Weпdell Fe11ig helped create the U.S. Аrшу Special 
Forces. Не eveпtually 1·etired as а brigadier general. BG Volckшaпn was 
buried in Springfield Cemetery, Clintoп, Iowa. 

Major Ceneral William Р. Yarborough 
(1912-2006) 

William Р. Yarborough was born 12 Мау, 

19 І 2 іп Seattle, Washington. А 1936 
graduate of tl1e llпited States Military 
AcaLiemy with а Bachelor of Sсіепсе іп 

Епgіпееrіпg, Yarboroнgh's first assigпmeпt 
was \Vith the 57th lnГaпtry Regimeпt in the 
Philippiпes . lJpoп returniпg to the lJS, І1е 

was then а сатраnу commaпder with tl1e 
50 І st Parachute lпfantry at Fort Benning, 
апd worked on the early developmeпt of 
airborne operatioпal doctrine. While at Fort 

Вепnіпg, Yarboroнgh designed tl1e lJS Parachutist Badge, for which І1е 

received а pateпt, as well as the jнmp boot апd the parachutist unitorm. His 
scrvice іп World War ІІ started as thc primary advisor for airborne 
operatioпs оп the staГf of Oen. Mark Clark. Не was iпstrшneпtal іп the 
рlапп і пg tor Operatioп Torch, America's first airborne combat operatioп 
into North Africa. Yarboroug/1 served as the executive otficer for the 
Airborne Task Force prior to taking comrпaпd of the 509th Parachute 
Iпfaпtry Battalion. As а member of the 509th, І1е participated іп Operatioп 
Torch апd detailed tl1e story іп l1is book Ваі! Out Over Noгth A(rica. Не 
subsequeпtly commaпded parachute battalioпs that jumped іп Sicily and 
Southern France. 
Fюm 1956 to 1957, he was assigпed as Deputy Commander of the US 

МіІіtагу Assistaпce Command - Cambodia. Не theп became the 
Commanding Officer for the І st Battle ОгоLІр, 7th Iпtantry where he пюvеd 
the entire LІnit from Fort Benning to Germany. Іп January 1961 , Yarborough 
was appoiпted commander/commandaпt of the lJS Army Special Warfare 
Ceпter/School Гог Special Warfare at Fort Bragg, No11h Caroliпa. 
Remainiпg uпti l 1965, І1е was iпstrLІmeпtal in the ЬніІd-LІр of Special 
I;orces, overseeing the activation of four пеw groLІps. Не iпitiateLi ап 

exhaustive review оГ training programs and doctriпe, and wrote пшneroLІS 

160 



Chapter 2 А Legacy of Honor 

monograpl1s оп subjects pertainiпg to Specia] Operations, which are stiJJ 
relevant today. 

It was also under his direction that foreign students were fuJJy integrated 
into training and Janguage instrнction vvas expanded. Не establisl1ed five 
new couгses including the Military Assistance Training Advisor School, the 
UnconventionaJ Warf'are сошsе and the Coнnter-Terюrism сошsе. Не also 
initiated а staf'f stнdy that Jater resнlted in the movement of the US Аrшу 
Civil Affairs SchooJ from Fort Gordo11, Georgia to Fort Bragg. Dшing his 
tenшe as Commander of the Special Warfare Centeг in !961, Yarboroнgh 
aгranged for President John F. Kenпedy to visit F'ort Bragg. This resнlted іп 
the aнthorization of the Greeп Beret for wear as tl1e officia] headgear of 
SpeciaJ Forces, шкі the geпeral became kлown as the father of the moderп 
Greeп Beгets. Не retired from the Army іп 1971 апd died on Oecember 6, 
2006. 13 

Соnс]нsіол 

Looking back at tl1e Jives of· these great warriors, w]ю eamed their 
nation's highest honoг, we are left witl1 both iпspiration апd а sшшnons. As 
great Jeaders do, these men inspire us to see there's something greater thaп 
ourselves, to go the distance and поt quit, по matter how tougl1 going the 
task. Апd as а great cloud of witпesses clad іл the uлfadiпg sрІелdог of their 
gallantry, they sнmmoп us to qнietly Ьеаг up arms tог tnJth and fгeedom. As 
а coJJecti-v·e symbol, they represent to us the mап іп the arena. Immortaliziпg 
their l1eroism, President Theodore Rooseve]t obseгves: 

It's not the critic who counts. It's not the man who points out how the strong nшn 
stumbled. Credit be longs to tl1e тап wlю real ly was іп tl1e агепа, his face тютеd Ьу 
dust, sweat, and blood, who strives valia11tly, w!ю errs to come short a11d s!юrt agai11, 
Ьесавsе tl1ere is 110 effort ІvіtІювt епоr апd shortcoming. lt is thc man \VІю actнal!y 
stгives to do the deeds, who k11o1vs tl1e great e11thнsiasm a11d ki10ІNS the great 
devotion, wlю spe11ds IJiшself 011 а Іvortlly савsе , wІю at best, kлows in the спd thc 
triuшph of gгeat achieve111e11t. Al1li , wlю at worst, if l1e fails, at least fails wl1ile 
dari11g greatly, so that his place shall 11ever Ье witl1 those cold a11d crвel soвls who 
know 11C itl1er victoгy пог defeat. 

13 f'or more оп William Yarborollgll see ВаіІ Out Ove1· Nшth Aji'ica. 
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Chapter 3 Doctrinal Concepts and Principles 

"Pгinciples pгovide tf1e thinking man >~'ith aframe (!fгefaence. ··_ Clausewitz 

Practice without theory and гetlection, like 'tl1e unexamined life,' 
dwindles into нnsatisfactory roнtine. With that in шind, the goal of tl1is 
chapter is to Іау а fouшiatioпal understaпding of tl1e tioctrinal concepts аші 
pгinciples tl1at are pertinent to sшаІІ Lшit tactics (SUT). Such ал 

undeгstanding will provicie нs, the tl1iпking mап, with а frame of reference 
so as to assist us in ош sнccessful рІаппіng and execнtion of missions. 

Army doctrine establishes а particular w·ay of thinking аЬонt wаг апd а 
way of fighting. It's tl1e f'oнndation f'or аІІ plaпning апd executioп. As а 
Ьоdу of thougl1t, it consists of f'uпdameпtal ргіпсірІеs, tactics, techniqLІes, 
and proceduгes (TTPs), as well as teпns апd symЬols. Army cfoctrinefocuses 
оп how to think- not what to tl1ink. 1 Therefore, doctriпe is а guide to action, 
and not а tixeci set ofrules. We wil11iпd that cioctriпe suggests, Ьut does not 
dictate our tactical employment. This chapter 'vvill cover the f'ollowing 
topics: 

І. The Тhеогу оГ War. 
2. The Levels of' Wаг. 
3. The Principles of'Waг. 

The Theory of War 

"То ІпсІ1ІЄ swifily, strike 11igorously, and secure а/1 the/ruits oj'victmy is the 
secгet ofsuccessfitl war. "-- Stoпewall Jackson 

Our mission is to deploy, eпgage, and destroy, the enemies of the Uпited 
States ot' America in close сошЬаt. As we prepare f'or that end, an 
uпderstanding of the fundaшental пature of war, along with а fонпdаtіоп of 
Army doctriпe апd its principles, will prove Ьeneficial. То Ьegin, \Ve need to 
define war. The Army defiпes war as armed coпflict between шajor po'vvers 
іп which tl1e total resources of the Ьelligerents are ешрІоуеd, апd the 
natioпal sшvival of' а major Ьelligereпt is іп jeopardy.2 War is ·•а violent 
clash of iпterests between or anюng orgaпized gгoups characterized l)y the 
use of military fогсе . "3 In the simplest teгms, vvar may Ье compared to а 

1 ГМ 3-0 Орегаtіопs, D-1. 
'lbid. 2-2. 
' Waгtigl1tiпg, (MCDP І ), З. 
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duel on а larger scale. However, wаг is also а complex eпdeavor, апd "а 
matter of' vital importance to the State."4 

The nature of war may Ье best uпderstood Ьу tl1ree propositions: (І) war 
is an instrшnent of policy; (2) war is an act of violence to compel our 
opponent to ft~lfi\1 our \Viii; and (З) war is the province of danger, the realm 
of uпcertainty, the domaiп of' physical exertion, and the sphere of chance. 

/!Var is an instrument of роІісу - War is а political instrumeпt that ІS 

coпtrolled апd sl1aped Ьу роІісу. Tl1e politica\ object is t\1e goal for whicl1 
war is the means. Critical to us, if' we are to prosecute а wаг that serves 
political ends, we must LІпderstaпd Іюw politics апd war interact. As 
Clausewitz obseгveti, the endstate іп war is defined іп three ways: first, tl1e 
destruction of the enemy's armed forces; secoпd, the occupation of the 
cпemy's country; апd tl1ird, the tiestruction ofthe eпemies will to resist.5 

War must scгve policy. Апd at the higl1cst levcl, war involves tl1e Ltse of 
а\1 the assets that опе political entity can bring agaiпst aпotl1cr. Tl1ese агс 
referred to as our instrшnents of national роwсг, which inclLІde; diplomatic, 
infoгmatioп/iпtclligencc (including psyops), military, and есопоmіс fогсе 
thesc may Ье remembcгcd Ьу the acroпym D!ME (JP- 1 ). 

111m· is an act oj' violence to сот ре/ our opponent to jitljllf ою· will --· Tl1e 
object іп war is to impose our will оп oLІr enemy. Esseпtially there are two 
strategies to this aim: аппіhіІаtіоп/іпсарасіtаtіоп апd eюsion. The first 
strategy ca\ls lot· the e\imination of the eпemy's capacity to figl1t, but not 
necessaгily tl1e рІІуsіса\ аппіhіlаtіоп of· tl1e eпemy's military toгces. The 
second, conviпces the епеmу that our teгms wi\1 Ье less paiпful thaп if he 
resists. The means to botl1 of these approaches is the orgaпized app\ication 
or threat of vio\ence Ьу military torce. War is theгefoгe ап act ot' violence; of 
sheer brutality. This assertion is over against the kind-hearted quaiпt be\ief 
ot' some реорІе wlю migl1t think tl1ere is some iпgeпious way of disarming 
or defeating their епеmу withoLІt too much bloodshed. 

rVш· is the pгovince oj' danga, the realm (?!' uncatainty, the domain of 
pl1ysical exertion, and the spheгe of сІшпсе -- these four intangibles make up 

'Suп Tzu, The Art ofWaг, Samuel Gгi ffitl1 Tпms larioп, 63 . 
; ClaLІsevvitz, Оп Wаг, Howard and Рю·еt TІ·anslatioн (Eveгymaн's l.ibгary Edit ion), І. 2, 102. 
СагІ Phi lip Gotttried vоп C laLІsewi tz ( 1780- 1831) \Vas а РгLІssіап geneгal and mi litary theoгist. 
As а сагеег iпfaпtry оПісег, C la ІJSevvitz. епtегеd Pruss i aп агту service іп 1792. апd saw his first 
асtіоп іп 1793. Не vvas admitte(f to tl1e K1·iegsakademie і п 180 І апd gгadнated !l гst іл l1is class 
іп 1804. Веіпg іпflнепсе(і l1eavily Ьу Капtіап апd НеgеІ і ап tlюught, Clause\vitz' s tгeatise Оп 

War tollo\\'S tl1e dia lectical stГ\Ісtнге ofthes is. aпtithesis, апd syntl1esis; а paгadoxical tгіпіtу. 
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the Clausewitzian сІішаtе of war.6 War is an oгgaпized foпn of УіоІепсе , 
апd its ішшеdіаtе result is bloodshed, suffeгing, апd death. And since war is 
а hшnап pheпoшenon, "fear, the huшan reaction to danger, has а significant 
ішрасt оп the conduct of war. EYerybody feels fear. Couгage is not the 
absence of fear: rather, it is the strengtl1 to оУеrсоше fear. " 7 As leaders, we 
must understand fear and оУеrсоше it to sвcceed. 

War is the proYince of danger, the rеаІш of нncertainty , the doшain of 
physical exertion, and the spl1ere of chance. The maпner in which war is 
goYemed Ьу tl1ese intangible forces, leti Napoleon to say, ' 'The battlefielti is 
а scene of coпstant chaos. The winneг will Ье tl1e опе wlю controls that 
chaos, both his own and the enemies." Within this chaotic climate of \Уаг, 

tl1e t\YO factors of fгiction and fog together bring chance and uncertainty to 
play. l;riction is the disparity between the itieal perfonnance of lІПits, 

orgaпization or systems and their actual performance іп real world 
sсепш·іоs. According to Clausewitz, ''The coщiuct of war resembles the 
workings of ап intricate machine with treшeпdolls Гriction , so that 
combiпatioпs which аге easily planпecf оп paper сап оп/у Ье executed H'ith 
great ejj"ort."8 

Frictioп is the f(лсе tlшt makes the аррагепtlу easy so diПЇClllt апd the 
diftїcult seemiпgly impossible. Frictioп may Ье meпtal, as а leader' s 
indecision oyer а couгse of action. lt шау Ье pl1ysical, such as actioпs 

irnposed Ьу an епеmу fогсе. lt rnay Ье self- iпduced, such as the lack ot' а 
cleaгly defined goal, lack of' coordiпation, or complicated plans and 
cotшnand and support гelationships . Combat ехреrіепсе is the опlу true 
гешеdу to frictioп. And its Siaшese twin , the fog of' war, is whateYer is 
l1iddeп from full Yiew, creatiпg uпcertainty . Describiпg tl1is pheпomeпon of 
war Claвsewitz states: 

War is tl1c гсаІш ot' uпccrt.ainty; tl1rec quarters ot' cvcrythiпg оп whic/1 all action in 
war is based are wгapped in а t'og of greater or lesseг uпcertainty. War is the realm of 
сhапсс. No ot!Jet· huшan activity gives it greater scope: по other has such incessant 
and vaг icd dealiпgs. Cl1aJ1cc makcs evc rytl1iпg шоге uncertaiп апd interferes with thc 
wlюle couгse ot' eveпts9 

Т11е point in tl1is discussioп is that these intangible (nюral) factors exert а 
great iпtlueпce upon botl1 tl1e паtвге апd tl1e oнtcome ot' war. Fog апd 
frictioп create opportunities for exploitation. As leaders, \Уе must understand 
theш, соше to grips with them, and as Claвsewitz put it, " follow that inner 

6 Regardiпg Clausewitz' s climate ot" war, І Ішvе added the syrюпyms с/отціп , prm,ince and 
;phae fог claгity. as he simply used tl1e лош1 realm for each elemeлt. 
7 Waгfigl1t ing (МСПР l-3), 9. 
к Clause1vitz, Pгinciples оГ Wаг, 61. 
9 Clausewitz, Ол War, !, З. 117. 
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light so l1e may see through the fog алd trictioл of war, and navigate the 
way to victoгy ." 

The Art and Sсіепсе of War 

As we contiпue to Jay а foLІпdational LІnderstandiпg of Агmу doctrine алd 
its principles, it ' s important to поtе that war is both art and science. This is 
important becaLІse some have tгied to make war one or the other, either art 
or sсіелсе, Jeadiпg to eitheг natioпal embaггassment or great carnage. Wаг is 
агt because creative skill, jLІligment, апd discipline are reqLІiІ·eci to apply its 
empirical laws. ThLІs, ''in wш· the vvill is diгecteli agaiпst an animate object 
that reacts." Similarly, Suп Tz.LІ identified the human dimensioп to Ье 

essential for victory. 
Aпtoine Henri Jomiпi, а coпtemporary оГ ClaLІsewitz, was а ргоропеnt оГ 

war being both а science апd an art. 10 Не sougl1t to take the complexities of· 
war and ЬоіІ it down to simple, practical аррІісаtіоп. ln рш·sніt of' the 
esseпce оГ war, Jomiпi Ьесаmе convinced that tl1e fundameпtals о!" war \Vere 
objective, unchaпging, апd iпdepeпdent of either weapoпs or time. As sLІch, 
in his The Art of War, he oft'ers LІS concrete tactical solutioпs l;y way of" 
fixed tormatioпs and metlюds. 

However, іп order to extricate Jomiпi from the cl1arge of being concerned 
only with tl1e geometry of wаг, as is otteп the case, it is important to point 
онt that wl1ile he viewed wаг as goveгned Ьу timeless and well-developed 
principles, І1е also believeci that "war is а great drama, ін which а thousaпd 
physical or люrаІ caнses орегаtе more or less po\verfLІIIy, and which canпot 
Ье геdнсеd to mathematical calcLІlations." 11 Jomini saw war as an агt 
goveгпed Ьу scientitic priпciples . Апd C latІsewitz, altlюLІgh І1е believed that 
war was пюrе art thaл sсіепсе, he also said tlшt it is пeither Ьесанsе he felt 
its otІtcomes are too uпpredictable to coпsider it а sсіепсе. Like torces that 
react wl1eп acted LІpon , so it саппоt Ье ап art, like а paintiпg. Accoгding to 
ClatІsewitz, it's impossible to separate art алd knowledge altogetheг. 12 

Wаг is thLІs Ьoth art апd science. It's art becaLІse cгeative skil l апd 
iпtLІit.ive ability are песеssагу to assess а situat.ioп and decide LІроп а сошsе 
of асt.іоп. War is sсіепсе ЬесаtІsе various aspects of it fall рrіпсіраІІу іп the 

ІЛ Вагоп Апtо іпе Неші Jomini ( 1779-1869), S;v iss-I'гencl1, \\"aS а gепега І і п the r;·reпc11 ап(І 
later іп tl1e Н.uss iaп seгvice. Jom iп i 's \Vг it i пgs \vеге tl1e р1· і пс ірІе meaпs Ьу wl1 iciJ NароІеопіс 

tесІш ічuе was traпsf'used i11to tl1e mi litary tlюLІght oftl1ose who l1ad attended West Point. lt has 
Ьееп said witl1 good гeason tl1at mапу а Civil War gепега І weпt i11to battle with а sword і п опе 

l1a11d апd Jomiпi 's Summшy oj"tl1e Агt oj" lf'ш іп the otl1er. 
11 Jomiп i , P1·eface to tl1e Sшлтагv oftl1e Art of War, 14. 
12 ТІ1 і s statemeпt is тоге impres;ive wІ1еп we гесаІІ tl1at sсіепсе, tl1e Eпgl isl1 \VОГ(І fог scientia, 
І11CaJ1S kпowledge. 

166 



Chapter 3 Doctriпal Concepts and Principles 

realш of science, such as tl1e laws of ballistics and the etТects of weapons, 
surface daпger zones (SDZs), rates of fire, шахішuш effective raпges, etc. 
Therefore, \var is both science and art. ls this а contradiction? No. The 
science of war depends upon art for its application; weaponry and the шеn 
vvho wield theш nшst Ье шaneuvered and eшployed on the field of battle. 
This concept was poignaпtly sшnшed LІР Ьу Сарtаіп Fraпcis Greeпe who 
observed, "War is, above all things, ап art, eшploying sсіепсе in аІІ its 
brancl1es as its servant, but dependiпg first апd chiefly нроп tl1e skill of tl1e 
artisan." Thнs, по degree of techпological developшent о1· scientific 
calculation will diшinish the hншаn tiiшeпsion in war. F'or according to 
В.Н. Ciddell Hart, "No шап can exactly calculate the capacity of hшnan 
genius or stнpidity." 13 War is thus an intensely violeпt Ішшап eпdeavor 
\vhich calls upon both art апtі science in опіег to serve political eпtis. This is 
опе ofthe fuпdaшental dупашісs іп >var. 

Methods ofWarfaгe 

То add а further dimensioп to ош discussioп, ап uпderstaпding оГ tl1e 
шethods ot' warfare will ргоvе beneflcial. Metlюds in waгt'are сап l1e 
described Ьу the two book ends of attrition and шaneuver. Regaгding 

attrition warfaгe, the USMC doctriлal publication Warfighting poigпaлtly 
states: 

Warfare Ьу attrition pнrsues victory throнgh tl1e curnнlative destrнction of the 
eпemy's material assets Ьу supeгior firepo\ver. It is а direct арргоасІ1 to thc conduct 
of war that sees war as а straightforward test of streпgtl1 апd а шatter priпcipally of 
fогсе гatios. Ап епешу is sееп as а collection of targets to Ье eпgaged апd destroyed 
systeшatically. Еnешу conceпtratioпs are soнght онt as the rпost 'NOгthwllile targets. 
The logical coпclusion of attгitioп wагtаге is the eveпtнal physical destrнction of tl1e 
епсту's entire arsenal, althoнgh the expectation is that the епешу will sштспdег ш· 
diseпgage before this happens out of нпwillingness to bear the risiпg cost. The focнs 
is on thc etricieпt application of fiгes, leadiпg to а highly proccdнгalized арргоасІ1 to 
\vаг. Techпical proficiency- especially іп weapons ешрlоушепt- шatters шоrе tІшп 

ctшning ог creativity. 14 

On the other елd of the sресtгLІш lies шаленvеr waгfare vvhich шау Ье 
tiefined as а tlюнght process whicl1 seeks to pit strength against weakness to 
break the enemy's will. Малеuvег warfaгe steшs fгom а desiгe to take on an 
opponent iпdirectiy and attack him troш а positioп ot' advantage rather tJшп 
J1ead on . Іп В.Н . Ciddell Haгt's estiшation, "througlюut tl1e ages, efTective 

13 Нш1, Strategy, 323 . 
14 Warfightiпg (MCDP І). 36. 
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results in war have гarely been attained unless the approach has had such 
indiгectness as to ensuгe the opponent's uпreadiпess to шееt it." 15 

Maneuver is 11101Іetnent suppOI"ted Ьу ji1·e fo gain а position of advanfage 
ova ti1e enemy. ThLtS, rather than being viewed as desirable targets, епету 
concentr·ations аге generally avoided as еnешу strengths. In maneLІver 

\varfare, the goal in each sitLІation is to attain а decisive resLІit. ThLІs, instead 
of attacking еnешу strength, the goal is the applicatioп of our stгeпgth 
against selected епешу v.·eakness - а gap іп the surface - in order to 
maximize ac!vantage, so that we "push our adversary Ьеуоші his ability to 
adapt." 16 

These concepts of maneнver warfare >viii Ье developed further, fог noІN 
it's iшportant to поtе that аІІ warfare incorporates botl1 maneнver and 
attгitioп in some manner. l;"нrtl1er, "at least етрігісаІІу," writes Ricl1arci 
Нооkег, "theгe is much to sнggest that the physical destructioп of· tl1e епету 
Ьу massed fїre systems rешаіпs ceпtral to онr (Army) view." 17 The point 
Ьеіпg made l1ere is doctriпe шау Ье oЬserved as refiпed tl1eory аші reqнires 
hшnап jнcigmeпt \vheп applied to specific sitнations. 

The Levels ofWar 

Actioпs in \var take рІасе on three related levels: strafegic, operational, 
але[ tactical (See figнre 3-1 ). These levels of wаг are doctriпal perspectives 
that сІаrіГу the liпks Ьetween strategic objectives апd tactical actions. 18 The 
highest level of war is the strategic level. Strategy is tl1e саІснІаtесі 

аррІісаtіоп оГ ways and meaпs to achieve а political oЬjective. Strategy is 
'the use оГ tіше and space,' and deals with the аррІісаtіоп of aпned force іп 
order to attaiп паtіопаІ objectives. 

Tl1e strategic level involves пational anc! military strategy. Wheгeas, 

паtіопаІ strategy coordinates and tocuses аІІ the elements оГ natioпal роwег 
to acl1ieve роІісу oЬjectives, military stгategy applies шilitary fогсе to gаіп 
роІісу oЬjectives. The opaational level of war Ьegins with strategic goals. 
1t is the Ііпk which tгaпslates strategic objectives іпtо tactical employment. 
At the operatioпal level, campaigns and major operations are LІndertaken Ьу 

"Нагt, St.гategy, 5. Sіг Basil Непrу Lidliell llart (1895-1970), 1vas а Сарtаіп іп tl1e Bгitish 
Агту, а роіgпапt militaгy І1іstогіап, апd one oftl1e foгemost militaгy thiпkeгs ofthe tweпtietll 
сепtшу. As а militaгy tl1eoгist, І1е is perhaps best kпown tог l1is tl1eory oftl1e indirect арргоасh 
wl1icl1 posits three t"tmdamel1ta l pгinciples: (І) avoid епету stJ·eпgth; (2) deceive tl1e епеrпу 
and refuse l1im the al1ility to Ь1·іпg his stгeпgtl1 to Ьеаг; апd (З) create and attack enemy 
VtІІпегаЬі І ities. 
16 Bovti, Patteг11s ofCo11flict, 129. 
17 Ho~>ke1·, Maпeuve1· Wart~1re: Ап Aпt.Jю logy, 77. 
'" ГМ 5-О Tl1e Operatio11s l'гocess, 2-1. 
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corps апd echeloпs above corps іп order to accomplish tl1e theater goals 
wt1ich are articulated at the strategic level. 

Strategk LeYel of\Var 

Operatioпal Level ot'\Var 

Tactical Le\'el of"\Var 

Natioнal Policy 

Тl1eater Strategy 

Campaigtls 

Major Operatioпs 

Battles 
Енgаgешен ts 

Sшal!-Uнit Actioнs 

1·.-іgше 3-1 . Т11е ТІ1гее Levels of Wa1·. 

At the tacticallevel ot· war, battles, eпgagemeпts, апd small-uпit actioпs 
are conducted; noпnally at brigade and below. The tactical level of war is 
conceгned with the plaпning апd сопdнсt of battle апd is characterized Ьу 
t.he application of concentгated force and offensive action to gain objectives. 
Tactics are the1·efoгe the art of нsing troops in battle, '"hereas stгategy is the 
art of нsing battles to win the war. Or, as Jomini states, "tactics execнtes 
movements ·- strategy directs theш." 19 

This is an important matter, Ьесанsе as we've stated, it' war is to Ье 
prosecнted in а manner that serves political eпds, then we must нnderstand 
hovv the two, war апd politics, interact. As Claнsewitz observed: 

War, thcretore, is ап act of· policy. Wсгс it а complctc, untrammclcd, absolutc 
manifestation ofviolence (as thc ршс сопссрt woнld геqLІіге), war woLІid of its оwп 
іпdсрспdспt will нsurp thc рІасс of" policy thc momeпt роІісу had brought it into 
Ьеіпg; it \vould then dгive роІісу онt of office апd rule Ьу tl1e laws of its own natuгe. 
vcry mucl1 like а mine that can explode only in the rnanneг or diгection 

precletcrmined Ьу thc sctting20 

The Principles of War 

The principles оГ \var are an attempt to bridge the gap between war as an 
art апd war as а sсіепсе.21 ТІ1еу rcpresent the most importaпt intaпgible 

19 Jomini , The Агt of'Waг, 159. 
2° ClalІSe,vitz, Оп Wаг, І , І , 98. 
21 The fiгst Атегісапнsе ofthe priпciples оf,уш· сап Ье tгaced to ti1e US Аппу's І·їеІd Service 
Regu latioпs fiгst published іп 1921. 

169 



ctшpter З Doctrinal Coпcepts ащІ Pгinciples 

factors that affect the conduct of oper·atioлs at the strategic, operatioлal, апd 
tactical levels. Regarding tl1ese priпciples, а gІапсе back to tl1e views of the 
historic progeлitors of our moderл warfightiпg doctriпe will аgаіп prove 
beneficial. f'ог example, Jomiпi believed there could Ье fuпdamental, almost 
mathematical principles of war which, stemming from tl1e stнdy and 
observatioп of Napoleonic warfare and stгategy, сонІd stand for аІІ time. 22 

Thнs, he wгites, "There have existed in а ІІ times fнndamental principles on 
which depend good resнlts іп warfaгe. These pгinciples are нnchaпging, 
indepeпdent of the kiпd of weapons, of historical time and of рІасе."23 Апd 
altlюнgh Clausewitz regaгded war as the realm where а geпius and cl1ance 
сонІd joust creatively, he did аgгее that ''tl1e study of the history of wаг has 
given us principles."24 Albeit, in Clausewitz's view, tl1e principles of \vаг 
агс theory, and thнs are а means of stнdy, гatl1er thaп 'а sort of mшшаІ fог 

action. ' 25 

What is importaпt fог tf1e tacticiaп to геаІіzе is: the priпciples of wаг are 
not а cllecklist, tl1ey are tools for UП(ieгstaщiing thc dynamics of vvaг that 
cannot Ье indiscriminately applied. Whilc they агс coпsideгed іп аІІ 

operations, they do not аррІу in the same way to every situation. f<.ather·, 
they sшnmarize characteristics о1' successful operations. The greatest value 
ot' tt1e pгinciples of wаг lies іп the education of tt1e militaгy professioпal. 
Applied to the stucly of past campaigns, major operations, battles, and 
eпgagements, tt1e principles of war are powerful aпalysis tools, and lend 
rigoг апd focнs to the рнrсІу cгeativc aspects of' tactics and provide а crucial 
Ііпk bctween рше theory апd асtнаІ аррІісаtіоп. 

As we examine the pгinciples of \Var, we mttst Ьсаr in miпd that Special 
Forces adapts the principles of' war differeпtly than do conventioпal torces. 
For example, Special Forces пшst inflнeпce, ratheг than dominate tl1eir 
operational enviгonment, апd сгеаtе favoral)le political апd militaгy 

coпditions to pronюte U.S. goals. Moreover, Special Foгces must roнtinely 
аррІу military роwег iпdirect ly throLІgh foreigп military and paramilitary 
forces. Special Forces missions may rеqніге urюrthodox approaches, but 
these approaches do not negate the priпciples ofv.•ar.26 

The Special Forces Regiment нses the principles of war апd Апnу 
doct1·iлe as the basis for mission р І аппіпg and execнtion. No priority exists 
amoпg the priпciples , and they shoн ld Ье viewed as а collective whole, not 

22 As Joh п Alger te lls us, these рІ·іпсір Іеs l1ave their distaпt roots in Baron Jomiпi ' s Т11е Art oj' 
fJ!ш, апсІ the i г immediate гoots in tl1e ІVогk of Major General J.I7 .C. Fu ller as І1е attempted to 

distill lessons ti·om the tailed Bгitisl1 ca111paigns of 1914-1 9 15. 
2 ' Jшnіпі, Traite des Grandes Operat.ions Militaiгes , ІІІ, 333. 
24 ClauseІv i tz, Principles of Wаг, 19. 
25 Clause1vitz, On Wю·. ll, 2, 162. 
'·6 ADH.P 3-05 Special Operatioпs, 1-6. 
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indepeпdeпtly . For the tactician, these principles provide ап operatioпal 
tramework for the military actioпs he has been trained to carry out. They are 
neither inteпded nог desigпed to Ье prescriptive; the principles of war, if 
understood and applied properly, shoнld stimulate thougl1t and enhance 
flexibility of action . 27 

The principles ot· war та у Ье metnorized нsing the acronyш: 
MOOSE MUSS 

Maneuver 
Place the enemy in а c/isadvantageous position tl1rough tl1e jlexible 
application of combat pmver. 

Мапеuvег is the пюvешелt of foгces supported Ьу fire to gain а position 
of advantage trom whicl1 to destroy or threaten the destrнction of' tl1e enemy. 
Maneнver coпcentrates апd dispe1·ses сошЬаt power to kcep thc епешу at а 
disadvantagc. It achieves results tlшt \voнki otherwise Ье шоrе costly. 
Crнcial to tl1e principle of шaneнver is speed апd Лexibility whicl1 keeps 
елсшу forces ofT ЬаІалсе Ьу makiпg thcш controпt пе'~' proЬleшs апd ncw 
daпgers taster than tl1ey сап сонпtеr theш; so tl1at we "pusl1 our adversary 
Ьеуопd his ability to adapt." Accordiлg to Jomiпi, sнccess depeпds uроп the 
skillfнl шaneнver of оле 's torces upon the decisive point. 28 

Maneuve1· orients on the еnешу fогсе, avoids his stгeпgth, fїпds а weak 
роіпt or gap апd exploits it with the шахішшn amoнnt of· сошЬаt power 
available. As Sнn Тzн oЬserves , "In all fїghtiпg, the direct шethod may Ье 
used for jоіпіпg battle, Ьut iпclirect шethods will Ье needed іп order to 
secure victory." This рrіпсірІе requiгes the tacticiaп to possess а flex ibility 
of шind to deal with Лніd апd disorderly sitнations, апd а willingпess t.o act 
witl1 iпitiative and boldness, to exploit tt1e full advantage of every 
opportuпity . 

Although Special Forces сап ' t always шaпeuver agaiпst ап епешу in tl1e 
conventional sense, SFODAs apply combat power indirectJy - Ьу, with, and 
through indigenous ог surrogate forces. Tl1ese forces expand the fl exibility 
and impact of operations far beyond the пumbers that an SFODA can fie\d . 

Objective 
lJiІ·ect Є1'ЄІУ military opeІ'ation to}vшd а сlеш~у dejined, clecisive, anc/ 
attainable olJjectiJ;e. 

" Summet·s, Оп Strategy, 197. 
"Jomini, Тl1е Al't of Wаг. 326. 

171 



Chapter 3 Doctrinal Coпcepts апd РгіпсірІеs 

The principle of objective drives аІІ military activity. At the operatioпal 
апd tactical levels, the рrіпсірІе of objective eпsures аІІ actioпs coпtribute to 
the higher commander' s іпtепt. Clearly stated objectives promote iпdividual 
iпitiative. These objectives clarify what subordiпates need to accomplish Ьу 
eшphasiziпg the outcome rather tІшп tl1e method. Tacticians slюнld avoid 
actior1s tlшt do 110t contribнte directly to achieving the objectives. As 
Clausewitz has stated, "we slюнld not take the first step \Vithoнt considering 
the last."29 

The ршроsе of military operations is to accomplish tl1e tnilitary 
objectives that support achieving tl1e conflict's overall political goals. 
Tactical operations nшst contribнte to acl1ieviпg operatioпal and strategic 
objectives. Jнst as the strategic military ol)jective focнses оп the political 
eпds, so пшst tactical military operatioпs l)e directed towaгd сІеагІу defined, 
decisive, and attainable tactical objectives that нltimately assist іп achieviпg 
the strategic airns. 

Tacticians must clearly нnderstand the overall mission of the l1igl1er 
commaпd, his own rnission, апd the tasks І1е nшst perfixm and the r·easoпs 
tl1eгeof"; І1е mнst сопsіlіег each contemplated action іп ligl1t of his mission, 
and he mнst commнпicate clearly to l1is sнboгdinate commanders the intent 
ofthe орегаtіоп нроn which the commaпd as а wІюІе is аЬонt to embaгk. 30 

Additionally, militaгy leaders cannot dissociate objective f'rom the related 
joint priпciples of restraint and legitimacy, particнlarly in stability 
operations. The аmонпt of Гоrсе нsed to obtain tl1e objective rnнst Ье 

prнtieпt and appropгiate to strategic airns. Меапs нsed to accomplish the 
military objective must not нndепnіпе the \оса! рорнІаtіоп's williпg 

acceptance of а lawfнlly coпstitнted governrnent. Witlюнt гestraiпt or 
legitimacy, sнpport for rnilitary action deteriorates, and the objective 
becomes нnobtainable. 

With this ргіnсірІе ot· war in mind, objectives assigпed to Special Forces 
may ot'teп Ье as political, economic, or psychological as they are military. 
SF objectives can lead directly to accornplishiпg пational or theater political, 
economic, or psychological objectives. ln summaгy, the рrіпсірІе of 
objective tells us \Ve rnнst "рuгsне опе great decisive airn with fогсе and 
deteпniпation."31 

Oft'ensive 
Seize, retain. and exploit the initiative. P1·essш·e, pш·sue, and punish. 

2° CI3USe\vitz., Оп War, VIII. З , 706. 
10 Sшшners. On Strategy. І 98. 
" Clauscwitz, Principles of War, 19. 
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As а principle of' war, oftensive is synonyпюus witl1 iпitiative. The surest 
\vay to achieve decisive results is to seize, retaiп, and exploit the initiative. 
Seiziпg the initiative dictates tl1e nature, scope, and tешро of an operation. 
Seizing tl1e initiative compels an епету to react to friemlly action. СошЬаt 
leaders use initiative to impose their will on the епеmу force or sitнation. 
War is the rеаІш of uncertainty in which changes occur rapidly. And in 
order to shape апd adapt t.o change one cannot Ье passive; iпstead опе шust 
take the initiative. 32 

Iпitiative is categorized as operatioпal and iпdividнal. Operational 
initiative is the settiпg or dictating the teпns of асtіоп thгouglюнt tl1e 
operatioп. Operational initiative is the esseлce of the рrіпсірІе of offensive, 
and relies heavily on the collective individнal initiative. Indi1'idual initiative 
is the wil/ingness to act in the absence о/ of'C!as. It is tl1e чuality most 
praised of tl1e military virtues. 33 Initiative is key wheл existiпg oniers по 
loпger fit the situation, or \vhen uпforeseeп opportнпities or threats arise. А 
sulюrdiпate leader's iпitiative rea!izes his superior іпtепt . lt is а key e!emeпt 
іп 111 issioп comпшnd. 34 

!п the spiгit of' the principle of оПепsе, John Boyd prescrilJes, 

Give Jower-level сошшапdеrs wide fгeedom, withiп ап оvегаІІ m ind-tiшe-space 

scheme, to sl1ape/direct tl1e ir оwп activities so that tl1ey can exploit faster 
tempo/rhythm at tactical levels yet Ье in harпюny with tl1e Jarger patterп/slower 

rhythm associatcd \Vith the more gcncral aim and lагgег cf'fort at tl1e stratcgic lcvcl. 35 

Іп сошЬаt operations, offensive асtіоп is the most effective апd decisive 
way to achieve а c\early defined objective. Oftensive operations аге the 
means Ьу which а шilitary force seizes and holds the initiative while 
maiпtaining freedom of' action and achieving decisive resu!ts. Offensive 
action takes the fight to the епешу апd neveг allows him to гecover from the 
initial shock ofthe attack. 

Shock resнlts fi·om applyiлg overwhelming vіоІепсе and swiftness of 
action to tl1row an enemy off l1is centa oj'gravity (COG) fгom which, the 
епеmу will merely react to. 36 Ті1е importancc of· of'feпsive асtіоп is 

32 Bov(i, Pattems оfСопЛісt, 12. 
33 M;гsllall, Меп Agaiпst П.ге, 22. 
ч Гоr· шіssіоп сошшапd see Chapter б , tl1e Operatioпs Pгocess. 
35 Boyd, Patterns of'Contl ict, 72. Colonel John Richard Boyd (1927-1997) was а lJS Аіг Fогсе 
tighter pilot and strategist whose tl 1 eoгies Іщvе Ьееп lligl1iy і лЛuепtіаІ in the militaгy. Boyd's 
key еоnсерІ 111as t.l1e decisioп сусІе ог OODA Іоор, \VI1icl1 \viii Ье (iisctJssed іп Clшpter 5, 
Tactical Decisioп Making. 
36 Сепtег of gravity (COG) is tl1e source of ро\vег that provides тога! ог physical stгeпgtl1, 
fгееdош ofaction, or •.;сіІІ to act (ADKP 1-02 , Teпns and Military Syшbols 1-8). 

173 



Chapter 3 Doctrinal Concepts апd Priпciples 

fuпdaшeпtally true across all levels ot' war. For example, while econoшizing 
forces in tl1e defense, Special Forces create conditions suitable for 
collnterattac ks. 

f'шtheг, while the principle of objective гeqllires that а\1 efforts Ье 
directed toward а clearly defiпed 'сотшоп goal ,' the principle of offense 
sllggests that offensive асtіоп, or maintenance о/ the initiative, is the шost 
effective апd decisive way to pшslle апd attain tl1at ' сошшоn goal .' This is 
fuпdaшentally tгue іп both the stгategic and tactical seпse. 

While it шау soшetimes Ье песеssагу to adopt а defensive postшe, this 
should Ье опІу а temporary condition until tl1e necessaгy meaпs are 
available to resшne offeпsive opeгations. Ап offeпsive spirit шust Ье 
inherent іп tl1e coпtiuct of аІІ tiefeпsive operatioпs . ft пшst Ье an actiPe 
defeпse, not а passille опе. No шаttег what tl1e level, stгategic or tactical, tl1e 
sitie that retains the iпitiative tІщюgІ1 ofTeпsive асtіоп f()rces the foe to react 
rather tlшп act.37 

Sш·prise 

Str-ike tl1e enemy at а time or- place ш in а таппа /or v.•hich he is 
нпргершеd. 

Sшprise is the reciprocal ot' security. lt becomes the meaпs to gаіп 

superiority. It is primarily а tactical device becal!se at tl1e tactical level time 
апd space are limited. lt is а тajor contriЬlltor to achieviпg shock. 
Ассогdіпg to Clausewitz, tl1e two factors that pгoduce suгprise are secrecy 
апtі speed.3~ It гesults f'rom takiпg actioпs tог wl1ich t11e епеmу is 
Lmprepared. Surprise is а powerful but temporary comЬat mLІitiplier. ft is поt 
esseпtial to take епеmу forces completely l!Пaware; it is опІу пecessary that 
tl1ey become aware too late to react ef'tectively. Factors сопtгіЬLІtіпg to 
surprise іпсlнdе speed, орегаtіопs security, апd asymmetric capabilities. 39 

As origiпality апd novelty play ап important part in the аррІісаtіоп of' tl1e 
principle of sшprise, Special Forces achieves surprise Ьу exploitiпg iпdirect 
approacl1es. SF орегаtіопs ofteп require bold, imagiпative, and audacious 
асtіоп, especially wheп SF units are tasked to аррІу combat power diгectly 

and with surgical precision . SF soldiers ofteп conceal not опІу their 

" SummeІ·s, Оп Stгategy, 199. 
зк Clausewitz, Оп Wa1·, ІІІ , 9, 233. 
3" ClauseІІVitz states, "Suгpгise is. theгetore, the mediшn to пuтеІ·ісаІ supeгioгity; but it is 
besides tlшt also to Ье regaгded as а sul1stantive ргіпсірІе іп itself; оп accouпt of' its тога! 
eff'ect. Wheп it. is SІJccessful іп а l1igh 'Іеgгее, coпfusioп ащІ broken courage іп tl1e eпemy's 
гапks are tl1e coпsequeщ:es; шнІ of the (Jeg1·ee to v.·l1icll tl1ese multiply а s\lccess, tl1ere are 
examples eпough, gгeat and stnall. Wit\1 ef'femiпacy and Joose ргіпсір Іеs it is іп vain to 
calculate uроп а sш·p,·ise·· (Оп Wю·, І, 4). 
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capabilities апсІ іпtепtіопs but also their activities. Iпdirect SF opeгations 
exploit the eлemy's misuпderstaпdiпg oftt1e operatioпal eпviroпmeпt. These 
operatioпs сап create tшsettliпg conditioпs \Nithiп а hostile poweг's 

eпviroшnent without revealiпg the source. The effects of sнrprise are 
maximized wheп the hostile povver caпnot liefiпe the meaпs of the 
disruptioп and, therefore, саппоt implement effective couпtermeasures. 

Economy of Force 
Alfocate minimum essential combat рои,·еr to seconclary efforts. 

Есопоmу of force is the ,·eciprocal priпciple of mass. Tacticians allocate 
only the miлinшm combat power пecessary to shaping and sustaining 
operatioпs so they can mass combat po,ver for the decisive operation. As Н. 
Liddell Hart put it, ''Economy of' force is а metlюcl that seeks to achieve а 
greater force behind tl1e blow at а reduced cost іп personпel." At the 
strategic level, іп the absence of нnlimited resoш·ces, а паtіоп шау have to 
accept some risk іп areas "'here vital iпterests are поt immediately 
thгeateпed. Hence, the Prussiaп maxirn, "to defeпd every,vhere is to defeпd 
пowhere." This requiгes acceptiпg prudeпt risk. 

At the tactical Jevel, tl1e priпciple of economy of force requires ttшt 

minimum meaпs Ье employed іп areas other thaп where tl1c mаіп eftoгt is 
inteпded to Ье employed. When the time comes to ехеснtе, all units shoнld 
l1ave tasks to perform. Jt requires, as at the strategic level, tl1c ассерtапсе of 
prнdcпt risks іп selectcd areas іп oгlier to achieve sнperiority іп the area 
where tl1e decisioп is soнght. This principlc may require thc forccs 
cmploycd to attack, defend, dclay, or coпduct deceptioп opcratioпs. 40 

The cmployment of SF is otteп as а strategic ecoпomy-of-force measнre 
to allo\v the concentration of otl1er forces elsewl1cre. Specitically designed, 
SF can divert hostile forces into secoпclary tl1eaters . This tactic prevents 
hostile coпcentration agaiлst the friendly rnain etfort. SF is particнlarly 

effective when employed in combiпation with іпdіgепонs or surrogate 
forces as а force multipl ier. 

Mass 
Concentrate the effects o.f combat po}ver at the decisive place and time. 

Mass is coпceпtrated combat powe1· to exploit ап епеmу weakпess. 

Combat lcaders mass thc effects of powe1· in time anct space to acl1ieve 
victory. Massing іп time applies tl1e elemeпts of combat power against 

"' Sшпmers, Оп StJ·ategy, 200. 
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multiple decisive points simнltaneoнsly. Massing in space concentrates the 
etfects ot' combat роwег against а single decisive роіпt. 

Jomini's essential thought was to win а t'avorable result through the 
concentration ot' strength against weakness. Не would say that one should 
hurl mass along а line ot' opeгation toward an object which the епеmу holds 
dеаг41 This he \Vould саІІ t.l1e decisive point. Jomini defined а decisive point 
as anythiпg ''whose attack or сарtше would imperil ог seriously weaken the 
епеmу."42 

ln the tactical dimeпsioп, this principle suggests tl1at superior combat 
power must l1e coпcentrated at the decisive рІасе and time in order to 
achieve decisive results. This does поt imply that massed fires аІопе bring 
victory. Rather, rap id and flвid maпeuver complements the effects of fіге. 
ТІ1е massiпg of forces, together with the proper application of the otl1er 
priпciples of· war, may епаЬlе numerically iпferior forces to acl1icve decisive 
battle oвtcomes. 43 

Іп coпtrast to conveпtioпal Гorccs, Special Forces пormally lio not scek 
dominance in thc size of· tl1e force or in firepower. SFODAs compensate Гог 
tІ1еіг Iack of combat power throнgl1 tl1c usc of' sнch combat mнltiplieгs as 
sшprise, advanced training, and впcoпventional tactics. Special Foгces 

employ indigenous or sшrogate Гorces to magnify the efYect of' these 
пшltipliers. This use of combat multiplieгs may eqнate to relat.ive 
sнperioгity .44 

SFODAs conceпtrate their combat power indirectly so the efTects оГ theiг 
actioпs impact at decisive timcs and placcs. Sf;"ODAs пшst поt Ье at the 
margin of' tl1eir operatioпal capabilities during mission execution. Car·e mвst 
Ье takeп поt to fragment the efТorts of SFODAs Ьу сопнn ittiпg them agaiпst 
targets that аге tactically attractive Ьнt орегаtіопаІlу or strategically 
irrelevaпt. 

Unity ot' Command 
Fm- every objective, ensuгe unitv of efj"m·t zmdeг one гesponsible 

commandeг. 

41 Jom i11i, The Art оі· Wаг, 63. 
4' Johп Sf1y, "Jomiпi," in ТІ1е Makeгs of Modern Strategy: Fгom МасhіаІ•е І Іі t·o the NLLcleaг 
Age, ed. Реtег Рагеt (Р1·іпсеtоп Uпiv . Press, 1986), рр. 152-4. Decisive роіпt or scilІVeгpuпkt 
was applied to wa1· Ьу Clausewitz to геfег to the ' роіпt ofmaiп еfГогt,' ог ' focнs ofenergy.' Jt is 
based оп Clausewitz's maxim, "ТІ1е forces ava ilable musr Ье employed witl1 sucl1 skil l that 
еvеп іп tl1e absence of absolure superioгity. relative supe1·iority is attaiпed at tl1e dec isive 
point." Аппу dосtгіпе detines а decisive point as а geog1·aphic рІасе, specific key eveпt, 
cJ·itical factoг, ог Ііюсt іоп tl1at, 'vhen acted upon, allows CO!Шllaпtieгs to gаіп а marked 
advaпtage over ап adversaгy ог coпtгibute mateгial ly to acl1ieving success (ADKP 1-02, 1-17). 
" Sшnmeгs. On Stгategy. 200. 
44 Г'ог пюге on гe lative supeгioгity see cl1apter 4. 
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Applying а unit's full сошЬаt power reqнires нnity of cotшnand . Опіtу of 
command шeans that а siлgle coшmander directs and coordinates the 
actioпs of all forces to>vard а соттоn objective. As Macl1iavelli put it, ''Let 
опlу опе сошшапd in war: several miпds weaken an army. "45 Cooperatioп 
may produce coordinatioп, but giviпg а single coшшander the required 
aнthority is the most etrective way to achieve unity of eftort. 

The joiлt, interagency, intergovemшental, and multinational паtше of 
unified action creates situations where the commander does поt directly 
coпtrol аН organizations іп the operational area. In the absence of commaпd 
aнthoгity, cotшnaпders cooperate, negotiate, and bнild coпsensнs to achieve 
нnity of effort. In the tactical dimension, it is ахіошаtіс that the employment 
of military forces in а mаппеr that develops their full combat power гeqнires 
нnity of command. 
То achieve нnity of effot1, SI~ sokiiers orgaпize witl1 clear, нnclLІttereti 

сІшіпs of command. ln this manner, а single сошшашіег has the reqнisite 
aLІthority to direct and coordiпate all forces employed in ршsніt of а 
соттоn goal. Sf' регsоппеl, Jюwever, often condLJct opeгations >vitl1 
шultiple U.S. Govemment ageпcies. ln sLІch cases, tl1e Department of 
Defeпse (DOD) plays а sLІpporting role and requires cooperatioп rather than 
сопшшщі of other ageпcies . 

As а resнlt, coordiпatioп апd cooperation геріасе unity ot· command. 
During combined operations with indigenous military forces, SF tacticiaпs 
mнst stress tl1e requiremeпt for cooperatioп betweeп іпdіgепонs military апd 
civiliaп orgaпizatioпs. SF soldiers also assist іп syпchroniziпg іпdіgепонs 

objectives with those of' the Uпited States. 

Secuгity 

Never peгmit the enemy to acqui1·e an unexpected шtvantage. Preseгve уоиг 

.fшсе as а и;hole. 

Security protects апd preserves combat po\ver. Secшity results from 
measшes а commaпd takes to protect itself' from surprise, iпterf'erence , 

sabotage, annoyaпce, and threat surveillaпce and reconnaissance. Military 
deception greatly enhaпces secLtrity. Risk is an iпherent conditioп in war; 
applicatioп of the рrіпсірІе of secшity does not suggest over-caнtiousпess ог 
tl1e avoitiaпce of calculated risk. 46 

Іп Special Forces, security often dominates rather thaп supports 
opeгations. Because of the nature of special operations, а breach іп security 

45 f'uller, 'Гhе GепепІІsІ1ір of Ulysses S. Graпt, 6. 
46 Sшnmers, Оп StІ·ategy, 202. 
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can affect mission sнccess, as well as natioпal credibility and legitimacy. SF 
must emphasize security tl1roughout missioп plaпning and executioп апd 
after the tшssюп is completed. As а resнlt, SF may reqнire 

compartmentatioп and deceptioп measures. Active and passive 
counteriпtelligence (СІ) efforts mнst minimize the potential for hostile 
penetration or accideпtal disclosшe of sensitive iпformatioп. 

Simplicity 
РІ'ерше clear, uncomplicatecl plans and c!ear. concise orclas to ensure 
tlюІ·oug/1 understancling. 

Plaпs and ortiers s\юнld Ье simple anti direct. Simple plans and сІеаг, 

concise orders геtінсе misнnderstanding шкі confнsion. Regardiпg this 
principle, JFC Fнller states, "Ап origiпal рІап shoнlti aim at simplicity, апtі 
пovel асtіоп shoulti not tiemand movemeпts the troops do not understaпti. "47 

The situatioп determiпes the tiegree ofsimplicity гeqнireti. 
Simple plans execнteti оп time агс better thaп detailed plaпs execнted 

late, or in the wortis of Pattoп, "а simple plan violeпtly execute<.i now, is 
better tl1aп а perf'ect plan execнted пехt week." Tlшs, tacticiaпs at all levels 
weigh potential beпefits ot' а cornplex concept ot' operations against the risk 
that sнbordiпates will fail to uпderstaпd or follow it. Orders should liSC 

сІеагІу detiпed terms апd graphics. Doiпg this coпveys specitic iпstrнctioпs 
to SLtbordiпates with re<.iuced chaпces for misiпteгpretatioп and confнsion. 

Fшtl1er, mнltinational operatioпs put а рrеmішл оп simplicity. 
DiП'ereпces іп langнagc, doctriпe, and снІtшс complicate t.l1em. In this 
complex environment, Special Forces uses simple plaпs anti orders to 
miпimize confusioп апd maгginalize the moral factoгs of' tog and friction. 
The same shoнld Ье applied to operatioпs involviпg iпteragency апd 

пoпgoveгпmental orgaпizatioпs. Moreover, altlюugl1 Special Forces ofteп 
нsе sophisticatecl апd tшoгthodox methods and eqнipment, their plaпs апсІ 
procedшes mнst Ье simple апd direct. А complex, iпflexible plan that relies 
on precise tiшing is likely to Ье destroyed Ьу сhапсе events, as Operatioп 
Market Gartien demoпstгated. 

Additioпal Principles of Special Operations 

Army special operatioпs follow the піпе priпciples of war аші always 
coпsider the pt·inciples of operations that add value to activities апd 

орегаtіопs that are popLtlatioп or threat focнsed. The three additioпal 

pгinciples of operations that Army SOF consider аге restraint, perseverance, 

47 r:uller, The Гoundations oftl1e Science of War, 217. 
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and Legitimacy. Together with the priпciples of vvar, these twelve make up 
the priпciples of joint operations. 

Restraint 
Limit collateral damage and prevenr the unnecessшy use offшce. 

Restraint requiгes carefнl and discipliлed Ьаlапсіпg of security, the 
сопdнсt of military operatioпs , шкі the desired strategic епd state. 
Clausewitz states that civilized natioпs do not pttt their prisoпers to death, 
and сіо not cievastate towns and coнntгies because thei1· intell igence 
exercises great iпflнence оп theiг mocie of caпying on war, and has taнgl1t 
tl1eш more effectнal means of applying force than these rнde acts of mere 
iпstiлct . 

Excessive force antagoпizes those ГrіепdІу and пенtrаІ parties iпvolved . 

Непсе, it damages the legit imacy of tl1e organizatioп that uses it while 
potentially епІшпсіng the legitimacy of any opposing party.48 The rнles of 
engageшent must Ье сагеГнІІу matched to the strategic end state and the 
sitнatioп. Leaders at аІІ levels eпsttre their personnel аге properly trained in 
rнles of engagemeпt and quickly infoпned of' any changes. Rнles of 
engagemeпt may vary according to national policy concerns but. shoнld 
always Ье consisteпt with tl1e iпherent right of self'-defeпse. 

Restraint is best achieved when rнles of engagement issued at the 
beginпing оГ an operation address а range оГ plaнsible sitнat ioпs. 

Commaпders sІюнІd coпsistently review and revise rнles of eпgagement as 
necessary. Additionally, commanders shoнld caref'нlly ехаmіпе them to 
ensure that the lives and healtl1 ot· soldiers are rюt needlessly endangerecl . 
National concerпs may lead to dif'f'erent rнles of engagement for 
multinational participants; commanders must Ье aware of' natioпal 

restrictioпs imposed оп force participants. 

Perseverance 
Ensure the commitmentnecessшy to attain the national strategic encl state . 

SOF commaпders prepare for шeasured , protracted military operations in 
pursuit ofthe desired пational strategic епd state. Some joint operations may 
require years to reach tl1e desired епd state. Resolving the underlying causes 
of the crisis may Ье elusive, makiпg it diГficult to ac11ieve coшiitions 

sttpporting t11e епd state. Tl1e patient, resolнte, апd persistent puгsнit of 

"Regaгdiпg tl1is роіпt, .І F С Fuller wгites , ' Thougl1 іп wars о!" аІІ types tІ1еге is по belt \vhicll 
may поt IJe l1it ЬеІоІv, пevertheless а 1vise figl1te1· \Vill thiпk tІІ' ісе Ьеfоге hittiлg belo>v а certain 
moral Ііпе, Ьесанsе tl1e mat.eгial advaпtage accnJiпg may Ье сапсеІІеd онt Ьу tl1e etl1ical loss 
гesнlting. " The l'oнndations of the Science of War. 71 . 
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natioпal goals апd objectives often is а гeqнirement tor sнccess. This will 
freqнeпtly involve diplomatic, iпformational, and economic measuгes to 
stІpplement military eftot1s. In the end, tl1e will ofthe American рнЬІіс, as 
expressed tlн·ougl1 theiг elected officials ::~nd advised Ьу expert militaгy 
jнdgment, deteпniпes the dшation and size of any m ilitary commitment. 

Еndшапсе and perseveraпce are пecessary to accomplish loпg-teпn 

missions. А decisive offensive operation may swiftly create coпditions tог 
short-term success. HovYever, protracted stal)i]ity operations, execнted 

simнltaпeoнsly witl1 def'ensive аш.і oП'ensive tasks, may Ье needed to 
achie\'e the strategic епtі state. Commanders balance their desire to enter the 
operatioпal area, accomplish the mission чнісkІу, and depart against broader 
reqнirements. These іпсІнdе the loпg-term commitmeпt needed to achieve 
natioпal goals апd objectives. 

Lcgitiшacy 

Deve/op anr/ maintain tl1e willnecessary to attain the national strategic end 
state. 

For Army forces, legitimacy comcs trom thrcc impoгtaпt factors. First, 
the орегаtіоп or campaign mнst Ье coпdнctcd нпdеr US law. Second, thc 
opeгation mнst Ьс condнcted ::~ccordiпg to іпtегпаtіоnаІ laws and treaties 
recognized Ьу tl1e United States, particнlarly the l::~w ot' war. Tl1ird, the 
campaigп or opcratioп shoнld devclop or reiпforce thc aнthoгity ::~пd 

acceptance for the host-пatioп goveгnmcnt Ьу both the governed and the 
inteгnatioпal commнnity. This last f'actoг is fгeqнcntly tl1e decisive elemeпt. 

СоnсІнsіоп 

Іп this chapter we have attcmpted to Іау а doctriпal f'oнndatioп for tl1e 
remaiпder of tl1is book. As Ішs Ьееп s::~id, doctrine may Ье observed as 
refiпed theory and reqнires jнdgment to Ье ::~pplied to specitlc sitнations. 
Toward this end ош focнs has been оп lюw to thiпk - not what to thiпk. 
Апd ош goal is to make sонпd and timely decisions based on Апnу doctriлe 
апd the fa.ctors of' missioп, enemy, teгrain апd \Ne::~ther, troops and sнpport 
avail::~ble, time available, and civil consideratioпs (МЕТТ-ТС).49 

Additionally, the нncertainties of war reqнire а cotтect application of' 
fнпdameпtals and gнts, albeit we must a\ways tether aнdacity with prнdence. 

49 Гo1·more on МЕТГ-ТС, see chapter 7. 
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"There is another type of>ІІarjare, ne~11 in its intensity, ancienl іп its origin, >~·сп· Ьу 

gueпillas, subvasives, insurgents, assassins: И'аr Ьу ambush insteacl oj'by combat. 
hy inf7/tration instead of aggression, seeking victory hy eroding and exhausting the 
enemv instead oj'engaging him. lt p1·eys оп uшest. "- President Johп f'. Кеппеdу 

The two primary missions of· Special FOJ'ces агс unconventional wart'are 
(UW) ancl f'oreign intemal defense (FID). 1 These may Ье considered 
conceptually antithetical. UW is designed to overthrow uпfriendly 

governшeпts ( or occupying po~·ers) through а combiпation of diгect and 
іпdігесt activities, often іп denied areas. The FID шission ernploys Special 
Forces to елаЬІе foreigл governrnents to combat insuгgency, terroгisш, ог 
traлsnational criminality. Іп botl1 missioпs, Special Forces focus оп 

interacting with and eшpo\vering indigenous partners to act. Thus, both UW 
апd FID are populatioп oriented, анstеге and asymшetric requiring а higl1 
degree of versatility, skill, and determination- l1allmarks of Special Forces. 

The purpose ofthis chapter is to provide а conceptual overvie\v ot' Special 
Forces doctriлe as weii as oнtline the principle Special Forces tasks. This 
chapter will discuss the following: 

І. Special F'orces Imperatives. 
2. SOf' Truths. 
3. The Principles of Special Operations. 
4. Special Forces Pгinciple Tasks. 

Special Operations lmperatives 

SF tacticians must incorporate the 12 SOF imperatives into their mission 
planning and execution to use their forces efГectivcly . 2 SOF imperativcs arc 
the f'ouпdation f'or рІаnпіпg шк! execнting SO іп coпcert witl1 otheг forccs, 
іпtегаgепсу partпers, and fогсіgп oгganizatioпs. А lthoнgl1 the iшpcratives 
may not аррІу to аІІ SOF operatioпs, SF tacticiaпs mнst inclнdc the 
аррІісаЬІс irnperatives in their missioп рІаппіпg and executioп. 

І. U пderstand the operatioпal enviroпmeпt. 

SF soldicrs do поt dorninate theiг eпviroпment, they intluence it. ТІ1еу 
пшst assess and нnderstand аІІ its aspects (political, economic, sociological, 

1 FM 3-18 Special Foгces Opeгations, vi. 
2 FM 3-05.201, 1-21. 
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psychological, geographic, and military) Ьеtоге acting to influence it. 
Special operations cannot sl1ape tl1e орегаtіопаl enviroпment witlюнt tirst 
gаіпіпg а clear uпderstandiпg oftl1e theater of орегаtіопs, to inclLІde civilian 
influence апd enemy and frieпdly capabilities.3 The coпditions of coпflict 
сап chaпge based оп а variety of military, frieпdly, апd епеmу factoгs. SF 
persoппel must identify frieпdly апd hostile decisioп makers, the objectives 
апd strategies of those decisioп makers, апd their meaпs of interactiпg. Tl1ey 
mLІst influeпce friendly decisioп makers to make sше they LІnderstand tl1e 
implications and conseqLІeпces of SO mission reqLІiremeпts. Sf' tacticians 
mLІst remaiп flex ible and adapt theiг operatioпs to clшпging sitLІations. They 
nшst aпticipate chaпges in theiг enviromnent to exploit fleetiпg 

opportunities. 
Tl1e civiliaп populatioп is the critical tactor. SFOD members must 

нпderstand the demography, culture, taboos, beliefs, customs, history, goals, 
ethnic composition, and expectatioпs of the civilian populatioп. Most 
important, they must Ье aware of tl1e dyпamics of the many correlatioпs 
amoпg these various aspects of а society. SFOD members пшst Ье aware of 
who сап іпflLІепсе whom, апd how tl1at influeпce is achieved and exerciseci. 
They must also Ье aware of апу iпcidental effect the actioпs with any one 
factor have оп anotl1er.4 

2. Recogпize political implicatioпs. 

SF must поt expect а conventioпal battlefield eпviroпmeпt wheгe military 
coпcerns tiominate. The role of SF is frequently а supportiпg one that 
creates thc conditioпs for decisive military and nomnilitary activities to 
оссLІГ. Whether condLІcting military operations іпtіерепtіепtІу ог іп 

conjunction witl1 convcntioпal forces, SF' must considcr botl1 thc short апd 
loпg-teпn political implicatioпs oftheiг actions. 5 

AdliitionaJly, many spccial орегаtіопs are conliLІcted to advance сгіtісаІ 
political objectivcs. Whether conducting operations independently or in 
coordinatioп witll partпers, sor"· nшst сопsіdег the political eff'ects of theiг 
actioпs . SOF must aпticipate ambiguoLІs stшtcgic and opeгational 

eпvironments where military 1actors агс not the only concern. SO frequeпtly 
create conditions fог noпmilitary activities to occur withiп іпdіgепонs 

populatioпs and for civil institutioпs to acl1ieve U .S. апlі HN objectives. Tl1e 

3 ADRP 3-05. 1- 13. 
4 І'М 3-05.20 1, 1-21. 
5 Tl1e гатіfісаtіоп of fai liпg to consi(JeІ· tl1is ргіпсірІе is evi(Jenced Ьу t11e executioл of SOF 
регsопnеІ undeг Н it1er' s 1942 Conнnaпdo Oгder. 

182 



Chapter 4 Special Forces Doctrine 

advancement of' the political objective may take precedence over the 
military disadvantages. 6 

З. Facilitate interagency activities. 

SF soldiers ofteп participate in interagency activities. SF tacticians must 
strive for uпity of' eff'ort (synchronizatioп), yet recogпize tl1e difficulty 
of achieving suc/1 uпity. They must expect ambigLІous missioпs, coпflictiпg 
iпterests and objectives, compartшentatioп of activity, and disнnity 

of' commanli. When unity of сошmапlі is lacking, Sf' tacticians ШtІst 

promote нnity of effort Ьу reчuesting clear mission statements and intent. Sf' 
must actively and contiпнally coordinate its activities with аІІ relevaпt 

parties. 

4. Engage the threat discriminately. 

Special Operatioпs missioпs often have seлsitive political implicatioпs . 

ThereГore, commanders пшst caref'ully select wheп, where, апd how to 
employ SOF. SO may Ье applied with precision to miпimize collateral 
effects and іл а concealed or claпdestiпe mаппеr ( or through tl1e actioпs of 
indigenoнs шilitary or other security forces) so that опІу the etfects are 
detectab І е. 7 

5. Anticipate loпg-term effects. 

SFODAs must look at еасІ1 proЬiem іп its Ьroader political, military, and 
psychological coпtext. They шust theп develop а loпg-teпn approacl1 to 
solviпg the рrоЬІеш . They must accept legal and political constraints, such 
as restrictive rules of eпgagement (ROE), to avoid strategic tailure while 
acl1ieviпg tactical success. Commanders must not jeopardize the sLJccess 
of natioпal and theater loпg-teпn objectives Ьу their desire for immediate or 
short-teпn eff'ects. SO policies, рІапs, апd operations mнst Ье coпsisteпt 
with the natioпal апd theater priorities апd objectives they support. 
Iпconsistency сан lead to а loss of !egitimacy апd credibility at the паtіопаІ 
апd iпternatioпa! levels. 

Additioпally, SO ро І icies, plans, апd operatioпs must Ье consisteпt with 
the пational апlі theater of operatioпs priorities апd objectives they support. 

"ADRP 3-05. 1-13. 
7 lbid. 
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Inconsistency can Jead to а loss of Jegitimacy and cretiibility at tl1e пational 
Jeve1.8 

б. Ensure legitimacy анd credibility. 

Sigпificant legal and роІісу coпsideratioпs exist \Vith SO, paгticularly in 
реасеtіше operations. In moderп conflict, Jegitimacy is the most сrнсіаІ 
factor in (ievelopiпg апd maintaiпiпg (iomestic апd iпternatioпal support. 
Witlюttt this suppoгt, tl1e Uпited States саппоt sustain its assistaпce to а 
foreigп power. The сопсерt of legitimacy is broader than the strict 
inteгпational legal defin itioп. It also includes the mогаІ and political 
legitimacy of а goveгпment or resistance organization. The реорІе of the 
nation and the international conшшnity (ietermine cre(iibility. Cre(iibility is 
based on the co11ective perception of' the reliability of tl1e cause and 
methods. 

Without Jegitimacy and credibility, SO will поt receive the support 
otїndigenous elements, t.l1e 1J.S. populatioп, or the іпtеrпаtіопаІ commuпity. 
SFODAs пшst make sше tl1ei1· legal advisors review аІІ aspects of" tl1eir 
missioп. SF soldiers must understand the laws ot' aпned conflict апd the 
ROE as they apply to their mission. They mнst Ье а Іегt to human rigl1ts 
violatioпs possibly committed Ьу tl1eir foreign couпterpaгts . SF soldiers 
must know wlшt procedures to tol low should sucl1 violatioпs оссш. Finally, 
they must uпderstand tl1at their behavior, botl1 оп duty апd о1Т, may have 
prof"ouпd eП"ects оп tl1eir missioп accomplishment 

7. Anticipate анd соІІtrоІ psychological effects. 

All SO have sigпiticant psyclюlogical et'tects, regardless of tl1e overall 
objective. Іп some SO missions, ho\Never, the specitic objective itself' is to 
proc\uce а desit·ed psychologica\ ettect. То coпtrol psychological etfects, SF 
soldiers шust blend PSYOP TTPs іпtо their activities. 

8. АррІу capabilities indirectly. 

When participating іп combiпed operatioпs, tl1e primary role of' SF is to 
advise, traiп, апd assist indigenous military and paramilitary f'orces. The 
supported iшiigenous t'orces then serve as force nшltipliers in tl1e pursuit 
ofU.S. паtіопа І security objectives with miпimum U.S. visibility, гisk, and 
cost. Sf' mнst avoid takiпg charge when suppoгting а foreign goveгпmeпt or 
gгoup. ТІ1е foreign governшent or groнp must assнme attthority and 

'ADRP 3-05, 1-14. 
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responsibility for the success or tailuгe of the coшbined etTort. АІІ U.S. 
et'torts шнst reinforce and епhапсе the legitimacy and credibility ot· the 
supported govemmeпt. 

9. Develop multiple options. 

SF must maintaiп its operational tlexibility Ьу developing а broad range 
of options and contingency plans. It mнst Ье аЬІе to shift fгom опе орtіоп to 
anotl1er before and dшing mission execнtion. 

l О. Ensнre long-term sustainment. 

SF soldieгs condнct peacetime орещtіопs amнnd the world апd must 
prepare to сопtіпuе this etTort іп the fнtше . The lJ.S. respoпse to coпtlict 
varies from case to case. SF Jeaders пшst гесоgпіzс the need Гог peгsisteпce, 
раtіепсе, and сопtіпніtу of' effort. They sІюнІd not Ьеgіп programs that are 
Ьеуопd tl1e есопоmіс or techпological capacity of the НN to maiпtain 
without lJ.S. assistaпce . lJ.S . -fuпcicd programs сап Ьс coнnterproductivc if 
tl1e рорнІаtіоп bccomes dependent upon them . SO роІісу, strategy, апd 
pгograms must, theretore, Ье dнrable, consistent, апd sustainable. 

І І. Provide sufficieпt intelligence. 

SFODs normally cannot iпtiltrate deпied terгitory anci devclop an 
ambiguoнs sitнatioп. They do поt have t\1e combat power or the 
гeinforcemeпt апd support capabilities to deal with unanticipated hostile 
гeactions. The success of SO missions often depeпds on detailed, пear-гeal
time, all-source iпteJJigeпce prodнcts. SF priority inte\Jigeпce requiremeпts 
(PIR) and information reqнirements (IRs) impose great demands on 
supporting iпtelligence capabilities. SFODs nшst ideпtifY their !Rs in 
priority апd distiпgнish mission-essential requiremeпts from nonessential 
requirements . Without realistic priorities, the intelligeпce commuпity сап 

quickly become overly comшitted in attempting to satisfY SF PlR апd IRs. 

І 2. ВаІапсе security апd synchronization. 

Security concerns ofteп domiнate SO. Тоо mнch compartmentaliziпg, 
howevet·, сан ехсІнdе key рсrsоппеІ from participatiнg in the рІаппіпg 
сусІе . SF tacticiaпs mLІSt resolve tl1ese contlictiпg ciemands on mission 
рІаппіng ансі executioп. Insufficieпt security may compromise а missioп . 

Excessive secнrity, however, сан cause the missioп to fail because of 
іпасіеqнаtе coordination. 
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SOF Truths 

The Special Operations Foгces (SOF) Truths are the five governing 
priпciples that have been the touпdatioп for аІІ special operations torces 
sіпсе the establishmeпt of the United States Special Operatioпs Commaпd. 
These priпciples guicie the acqнisitioп, tгаіпіпg, employmeпt аші 

sustainmeпt of аІІ SOF-'. 

І. Humaпs are more importaпt thaп Hard\\'are. 
РеорІе-поt equipшeпt-make the critical ciiffereпce. The 1·ight реорІе, 
highly tгаіпеd апd woгking as а team, will accomplish the mission witl1 the 
ечнірmепt available. Yet the best eчнipment іп tl1e worki caпnot 

compeпsate for а lack of tl1e rigl1t реорІе. 

2. Qt~ality is better thaп Quaпtity. А small пшnЬеr ot· реорІе, carefнlly 
selected, well-trained, апd well-led are preferable to larger nшnbers оГ 
troops, some оГ whom та у поt Ье fully сараЬІе. 

З. Special Operations Forces саппоt Ье mass produced . Jt takes years to 
train operational нnits to tl1e level of proticieпcy пeecled to accomplish 
ditficнlt апd specializeci SOF missions. lпtegration ot' mature, competeпt 
individuals іпtо tlІIIy сараЬІе units requiгes iпtense traiпing, both іп the SOF 
sclюols апd uпits. Hasteпing this process only ciegгacles the ultimate 
capability. 

4. Competent Special Operatioпs Forces canrюt Ье created after 
emergeпcies occur. Creatioп ot' сошреtепt, fully missioп-capable нnits 

takes time. Eшpl oyrnent of fully сараЬІе SOF elements оп shoгt поtісе 
reqнires highly trained and constaпtly available SOF нпіts in peacetime. 

5. Most Special Operations require non-SOF assistatJce. Сопdнсtіпg 

special operations Ьу, \Vith, and throнgh host nation fo1·ces, as well as 
indigeпoнs and surrogate torces, is а crucial capability in accomplishing the 
Uпited States' паtіопаІ iпterests. 
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Special Forces Principle Tasks 

Special f'orces are organized, manned, trained, and equipped to ехеснtе 
nine priнciple tasks. Special Forces condнct these tasks using specialized 
techniques, tactics, and procedures (TTPs) in а manner that coшplement 
coпveпtional force capabilities. 9 The following diagram outlines these ніnе 
principle tasks (See Figure 4-1 ): 

Ппconventioual \Varrare 
(П\V) 

Forcign Intcrnal Dcfcnsc 
(HD) 

Security Force Assistance 
(SFA) 

CounterinsuJ·gency 
(COTh') 

DircctAction (DA) 

Special Reconnaissance 
(SR) 

Counterferrorism (Cl) 

І Countпprolifcration (СР) 
[ of 'Veii(JOns of Mass 
! l)eslruction (\VMD) 
І '-----------------J 

Iпrormation Operations 
(10) 

FigLІre 4-1. Special l'orces РгінсірІе Tasks. 

Unconveпtional Warfare 

"The guerril/a .fights the н•ш of rhe jlea, and his military enemy suffers the dog's 
disaclvantages: too much Іо dejend, roo sma/1, u/Jiquitous, and agi/e an enemy Іо 
come to grips witf1." ..... RolJer1 Taber 

Uпcoпventi onal warfaгe (UW) is the core actJVІty and orgaшzшg 

principle for Аrшу Special Forces and the nine principle Specia l Forces 
tasks . 10 UW is defined as "activities conducted to enable а resistance 
movement ог iпsшgency to соегсе, disrupt, or overthrow а govemment or 
оссLІруіпg power Ьу operating tl1rough or with an нnderground , auxiliary , 
and gнerilla force in а denied area." 11 

lJW as а fonnal шіssіоп can trace its roots to the орепінg days of World 
War ІІ, especially in tl1e Philippiпes , and the establishment of the Office of 

9 r:м 3-18 Special r:oгces Operatioпs , 2-4. 
10 lbid. 
11 lbid. 
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Strategic Services (OSS). As noted earlier, the Philippine UW campaign 
was one of tl1e most successf'LJI of its kind in history, in tl1at it tied lІр 

hundreds of thoнsands of Japanese foгces who were forced to commit to 
coнnterinsurgency ratheг tl1an continнe their advance to Aнstra l ia. Similarly, 
in the Ешореаn theater, Allied SOF personnel, sнch as the SOE and OSS 
orgaпized , trained, equipped, and led meпacing resistaпce пюvешепts. For 
example, the Maqнis in Fгance which totaled some І 00,000 resistance 
Лghters, contributed directly to the sнccess of Operation Overlora, the 
Allieti iпvasion of France. As has been saiti, accoraiпg to Eisenhovveг, tl1e 
valнe of the Maqнis to Орегаtіоп Overloгd апюнntеd to the eqнivaleпt of 
fifteeп military divisioпs. 

At the end of Worlti War ІІ , the Army tieveloped its UW сопсерt based 
laгgely on the experiences of men like Bank and Yolckmanп wlю had 
worked with resistance movemcnts dшінg thc war. Т11е сонсерt was 
formally introtiнced інtо doctriпe in 1955, specifically to сопvеу а wider 
responsibility than simply workiпg alongside gнerrilla forces . Presideпt 

Johп F. Kennetiy ' s interest in lJW апd his нnderstandiпg of tl1e threat posed 
Ьу Commнnist-iпspired ''wars of national liberation" led to iпcreased 

emphasis оп OW capabilities wl1icl1 resнlted in the developmeпt of пational 
ро Іісу, doctriпe, and force strнctшes to гespond to the increasing threat. The 
Army respoпcled to the President' s сопсеrп, reorieпting SF to іпс Інdе 

sнpport to іпd іgепонs forces figl1tiпg agaiпst Comпшnist-insp ired 

іпsшgепсіеs. 

Т11е goal of OW is а сІ1апgе іп political сопtтоІ and/or perceiveti 
legitimacy of гegimcsY То that епd, the lJп itecl States may нпdertake long
term operations in sнpport of selected resistaпcc organizatioпs. WІ1еп 

directed, Special Forccs advises, tra i нs, апd assists indigenoнs resistaпce 
orgaнizations. А US spoпsored iпsurgeпcy iпvolves loпg-term campaigns. 
An iнsшgency is ан orgaпized movemeпt aimed at the overtl1row of· а 
constitнted govcrnment or occнpying powcr through thc use of sнbversion 
and armed coпflict. f'or example, in late 200 І , the 511' Special Forces Groнp 
joined forces with Afgl1aпistaп's Northeгп АІІіапсе to defeat the cotшtry ' s 

ruling ТаІіЬап. Апd \'lithiп two moпths, some 350 Special Forces soldieгs, 

100 СІА operatives along with about 15,000 Northerп АІ І іапсе Лgl1ters 

routed а Taliban army of 50,000 stroнg, апd overthгow the ТаІіЬап 

government. 
lJW will vary іп its application as each enviroпment is uпіqне Ьнt will 

generally pass throнgh scveп distinct phases. The Seveп Phases of а US 
spoпsored insuгgency are: 

11 rс·м 3- 18 Specia l l'ot·ces Operatioпs, 2-5. 
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• Phase І Preparatioп - intelligence рrерш·аtіоп , рІаппіng, and shapiпg 
activities. 

• Phase ІІ lnitial Coпtact - USG ageпcies coordiпate with resistance ог 
goveгшnent in ехіІе. 

• Phase ІІІ lnfiltration - SF unit infiltrate and establish communications 
with гesistance movement. 

• Phase lV Organization - SF Lmit organize, train, апd equip resistaпce 
cadre into thгee l1asic compoпents: guerillas, undergгoнnd , and 
анхіІіагу . 

• Phase V ВніІd Up - Developшeпt of infrastrнctшe: Sf' нnit assists 
cadre \лritl1 expansioп into effective orgaпization. 

• Phase VI Employmeпt- Resistance forces condнct combat 
operations. 

• Phase VII Traпsitioп - UW forces геvегt to natioпal control . 

As we ' ve said, UW is activities coпdнcted to enable а res i staпce 

movemeпt or іпsшgепсу to coerce, disrнpt or overtl1row ап occupying 
po\ver or goverпmeпt Ьу operating througl1 or witt1 ап нndergгoнnd , 

auxiliary апd gнerrilla force in а denieti area. Іп order for а гesistance 

movement to Ье sнccessfнl there are three пecessary components . These аге 
the: the Uпdergгoнnd, the Auxiliary, and the GuerriJlas (See Figure 4-2). 
These three elerпents Ьу design аге to Ье selt:.suftїcient and self-contained. 
Furtheг, they should Ье сараЬІе of ceпtralized command, but decentralized 
execution. 

І . Т11е Guerrilla force ····· is the oveгt military aspect of ап insшgeпcy or 
otl1er armed resistaпce. They conduct rnilitaгy and pararnilitary operations 
Ьу irregular, predomiпately iпdigeпous toгces in eпemy-l1eld or hostile 
territory. It is ofteп rurally based, witl1 full-time апd part-time membership. 

2. Т11е Underground- sнpports the area command, auxiliary, and guerrilla 
force. These регsоплеІ commit sabotage, іпtеІІ іgепсе gatheri пg, and acts of 
deceptioп throнgh the action arm, intelligence, sнррІу, апd persol1Пel 

sectioпs . 

З . Т11е Auxiliary -- is the interпal support element of the res i staпce 

movemeпt ;vhose organizatioп and operatioп are both covert and clandestine 
in пature; they попnаІІу do поt орепІу ішіісаtе their sympathy or 
involvement witl1 the гesistance movement. Their primary missioп is to 
provide logistical sнpport, secнrity, and intelligence for the guerrilla force 
Ьу orgaпizing civilian sнpporters of the resistance rnovement. 
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Guerrilla warfare has а heгitage as old as war itself. It l1as so ofteп 
brought to а halt some of tl1e пюst povverful military machiпes. Russell 
Volckmann describes one such gLieгrilla campaign: 

Napoleon sent а powerful шilitary force of 670,000 men and 520 guns across tl1e 
Pyrcnecs bctwccn 1807 and 1813 to conqLtct· Sраіп. Th is unprovokcd Freпch 

invasioп aroused а uпiform LІprising, апd the Spaniards Ьу conducting gLІerrilla 

wart'aгc pгcvcпtcd tl1c Fгcncl1 fтom coпceпtratiпg tl1eir forces agaiпst Wclliпgtoп, 

caLІsiпg f'гепсІ1 effort instcad to Ье fгittered away agaiпst the gucrrillas. NароІеоп 
fіпаІІу withdrcw tl1e rcmnants of his torces from Sраіп without achicving his 
military and political ol)jcctives, апd only 250,000 men апd 250 gLІns retLІrned to 
Fгапсе. 13 

Т11е point being made here is, а guerrilla campaign can make an 
enormous impact, ofteп incommeпsurately dispгoportionate to the aпюunt of 
forces employed. After Napoleon's war witl1 tl1e flea іп Spain, а man named 
Thomas Lawгence similarly demonstrated the eft'ectiveness of' guerrilla 
warfare in Arabia. 

Thomas Edward Lawгence, (1888-1935), kпown as Lawrence of Arabia, 
was а self-taught master of guerrilla warfare. His leadership skills, 
creativity, cultшal competeпce, idealism, diplomacy and сошаgе a!Jovved 
tl1e British and the Arabs to drive the Turks онt of the М iddle East. Son of 

13 Volckmaпп, We Rешаінеd, 2?.1. 
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an aristocrat and educated in Oxford, Lawrence spent sоше tive years before 
WWI in the Middle East at archaeological digs. 14 At the outbreak of World 
War 1, Lawrence was coшшissioned а lieнtenant of British Апnу 
lntelligence, and until Jate in 1916, he шanned а desk in Cairo. 

When opportLІnity knocked, Lawrence was discovered and sent to liaise 
\Nith Arab forces, viho, believing tl1e proшise of the British Govemшent, 
begin an insшrection with the prospects ofnationhood. 
То this ршроsе, Ca\Nreпce was especialiy adept, and (ietnonstrating the 

ішроrtапсе of military tl1eory іл warfaгe, he foгmнlated the fo\1owiпg six 
principles of lЛУ: 

І . А successfнl gнеrгіІІа moveшent шнst have ап нnassailable base. 
2. The gнerrilla mнst have а technologically sophisticated еnешу. 
З . The еnешу anny of осснраtіоп must Ье sufficiently weak in nшnbers so 
as to Ье нnаЬІе to осснру the dispнted territory in depth with а systeш of 
interlocking fortitied posts. 
4. The guerrilla tntІst have at least the passive sнpport of the рорнІасе, if not 
its f'нІ1 involveшeпt. 
5. The irregular force шust have tl1e fLІпdamenta1 qнalities of' speed, 
enduгaпce, presence апd logistical iпdependence. 
6. The guerrilla шust Ье sufficiently advaпced in \Veapoпry to strike at tl1e 
eneшy's logistics and signals vulnerabilities. 15 

As we've discнssed this сошрІех topic, we шight ask: What's the 
difTerence between а resistaпce шoveшent апd ап insLІrgeпcy? А resistaпce 
is an organized effort Ьу sоше portioп of the civil populatioп t.o resist the 
government or an occupyiпg power and to disrнpt civil order апd stability. 
An ехашрІе Ьеіпg the Frencl1 Maquis and the Fil ipino resistance шoveшents 
оГ WW ІІ. And an iпsurgency is an organized шоvешепt аішеd at tl1e 
overthrow of' а coпstituted governшent or осснруіпg power through the use 
of sнbversion and arшed coпflict. Ап ехашрІе being the US overthl'Ow of 
the Taliban governшent in 200 І. 

Since World War 11, insurgeпcy and terrorisш have Ьесоше the doшiпant 
forшs of coпflict. 16 And accordiпg to Мах Boot, it's not hard to see why. 
Весанsе, Не writes, this шоdе of warfare is "cheap and easy: waging 
gueпilla wart'are does not requiгe procшing expensive weapon systeшs or 

"Wilson, Lawreпce oYArabia, 29-30. 
15 These principles а ге Fotшd іп l~awгen ce ' s Seven РіІІшs о/ ИІіsdот, 196. 
"' Boot, lnvisib le Аппіеs: А11 Ер і с History of GнеrгіІІа Waгfare fгom Aлcient Tїmes t.o tl1e 
Preseпt, хх. ТІ1іs is а valuable accoнnt of some of the cl1a l leпges ош· mi l itaгy faces іп 

confront i пg rerrorist ancl gllerгilla iпstІrgeпc i es. 

191 



Cl1apter 4 Special Forces Doctrine 

buildiпg an elaborate bureaucгacy. And it works. At least sometimes. '' 17 

Here is а short list of some successful guerrilla caшpaigns since Fгancis 
Marioп·s gнerrilla war іп Soнth Caroliпa: 

• Fгапсіs Marion ' s UW Campaign (1781 - 1783). 
• Haitian Revolнtion (І 791 - 1804 ). 
• Peninsular War in Spain (1808 - І 8 І 4). 
• Oreek War of lndependence ( 1821 - 1830). 
• First Boer War (1880 - І 881 ). 
• 1-a>vrence' s Агаl1 Revolt (1916 - 1918). 
• lrisl1 War of Іпсіерешіепсе ( 1919 - 1921 ). 
• The Partisans ofYugoslavia duгing WWI! ( 1941 - 1945). 
• Buпna Campaign ( 1942 - 1945). 
• MacAгthur's Philippine lJW Сашраіgп ( 1942 - 1 945). 
• lndoпesia ( 1945- 1 949). 
• Мао 's Сотпшпіst Revolution in СІ1іпа ( 1946 - 1949). 
• First Іпdосhіпа War (1946 - 1954). 
• Algeriaп War ( 1954 -- 1962). 
• Castro 's Cuban H.evolution ( 1 956 -- 1 959). 
• Vietпam War ( 1959 ····· 1 975). 
• Eritrean War of lndependence ( 1961 - 1991 ). 
• Carпbodian Civil War ( 1967 - 1975). 
• Bangladesh Ciberatioп War ( 1971 ). 
• Ююсіеsіаn BLІsh War ( 1972 - 1 980). 
• NicaragLІa ( 1977 - 1979). 
• Afgl1aпistaп MLІjahidiп against the USSR ( 1978 - 1989). 
• Kosovo Liberatioп Апnу ( 1992 - 1999). 
• People's War іп Nepal (1996 - 2006). 
• East Тітог ( 1975 - 1999). 

І-І еге is а shoti list of some LІnsuccesst'LІI gLІепіІІа campaigns: 

• Iгish CILІerrilla сатраіgп ( 1799 - 1803). 
• Caucasian War ( 1817 - 1 864). 
• Abd a1-Qadir іп Algeria (1 830- 1847). 
• Таіріпg Rebellioп іп Qiпg СІ1іпа ( 1850 - 1 864). 
• Mosby' s Confelieracy (1863 - 1865). 
• Polish Ltprisiпg ( 1863 - 1865). 
• Sесопсі Boer War (1899 - 1902). 

17 Boot, lпvis ible Aгmies: Ап Ер іс Hisroгy of GнеггіІІа Warfare f1·om Aпcient Тішеs to the 
Ргсsспt, хх. 
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Phi1ippiпe - -Americaп War (!899 ······ 1902). 
Basmachi rebels іп Soviet Ceпtral Asia (І 916 - 193 І). 
Ukraiпian nationalist partisans and gLJerrillas dшing and after the 
Rllss ian Civil War (1917). 
Tambov Rebellion in Soviet Rllssia ( 1919- 1921 ). 
lrish Civil War ( 1922- 1923). 
IRA S-Plan campaign ( 1939 - І 941 ). 
Spanish MaqLJis (1939 - 1965). 
ІtаІіап gLJeгrilla wаг іп Etl1iopia ( 1941 - І 943). 
IRA Northem Campaign ( 1942 - І 944). 
(UPA) Ukrainian IпsLJrgent А пл у ( 1944 - 1949). 

• Nazi Geпnan Werwolfmovement (І945) . 

C1reek Civi І War ( 1945 - І 949). 
• МаІауап Emergeпcy ( 1948- 1960). 
• Mall Mall Uprisiпg іп Кепуа ( 1952 - 1960). 
• ІН.А Border Campaign ( 1956 -- 1962). 
• Tibet (І958 - 1974). 18 

• Parrari in Pakistan ( 1962 -- І 969). 
• Dhofar Rebellioп in Оmап ( 1962 - 1976). 
• CommLJnist Party ofTI1ailand (1964 -- 1982). 
• Dominicaп Republic ( 1965 -- 1966). 
• Uгнguay (1965 - 1973). 
• Argeпtina ( 1969 - 1981 ). 
• Е1 Salvador (1980 -- 1992). 

Contras - Nicaragua ( 1981 - 1990). 
Second Sudanese Civil War ( 1983 -- 2005). 
Sri Lankan Civi1 War (1983- 2009). 

As stated eaгlier, UW is activities conducted to епаЬІе а resistance 
movement or iпsurgency to coerce, disгupt, or overthгow а governmeпt or 
occupyiпg power Ьу operating throLJgh or with an undergгound, aLJxiliary, 
and gueri11a force in а denied area. As gпerrilla waгfare will not on ly 
continue but will рІау an increasingly importaпt ro1e in modern warfare , 
Special Forces will continLJe to рІау а vital role as SF was specifically 
designed to condLJct these missioпs (Figure 4-3). 

18 ТіЬеtап resistaпce agaiпst CJ1 inese occupatioп ultiІПately l"a ile<l wl1e11 the СІА \Vitl1dгe\v its 
suppoгt in ІіgІн ot'President Nixon ' s diplomatic overtuгes to the Peoplc's Repllbl ic ofChina. 
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UпconveJІtional Warfare Foreigп lnterІІall)efense 

Соегсе, disrupt, or 
oveгthrow а government or 
occupyiпg power throLІgh: 
роІісу, indigenoLІs force, or 

sLІbversioп/sabotage. 

Degrade legitimacy and 
destabilize. 

Improve а пation-state's 
secшity apparatLІs Ьу: 

traiпiпg, advising, апd 
assistiпg primarily throLІgh 

COIN. 

ReiпJ()fce legitimacy and 
stabilize. 

FigLJГe 4-З. І{оІе of'Special Forces in LJW and FID. 

Foreign Internal Defense 

"Let Є1ІЄІJ' nation knoІI', Іl'hetl?er іІ 111ishes us VІІе/1 ОІ' ill. tfюt we sha/1 рау any ргісе, 
Ьеаг а пу LJUІ'Lien, mee/ а пу fюпfsiJip. suppoгt anv .fi·iend, r andf oppose any .foe /() 
assure tІи! survi1'al and tl1e success ojlibaty. " - Presideпt Jo\111 г· . Кеппеdу 

Foreign lnternal DeГense (FID) is defined as "participation Ьу сіvіІіап and 
militaгy agencies of а goverпшeпt in any of tl1e асtіоп progгams taken Ьу 
another goverпшeпt ог otl1er designated orgaпization to free anli pгotect its 
society Ггош subversioп, lawlcssness, and insurgency, terюrisш, anli other 
thгeats to its security." 19 FID is characteгized as an overt, direct шethod оГ 
assistaпce to fгее and protect а host паtіоп (HN) government frotn 
iпsLІrgency or la\\1lessness. 

While FID is characterizeli as overt апd direct assistance to а host паtіоп 
(HN) governшeпt to free and protect it froш insшgeпcy or lawlessпess, UW 
is clandestiпe or covert application of the шilitary Ьу using ап irreglllar 
force to exteпd operationalгeach іп ап indirect шаппеr. 

Like UW, FID is ап шnbrella concept that covers а broad range of' 
activities, for ехашрІе, coнnteriпsurgency (COIN) is опе sнch aspect of 
FID. SF тау сопdнсt FID to enable а паtіоп to combat iпsшgency, 

terrorism, or transnatioпal criшinality. In the past, tl1e objective of rnost SF 
FID шissioпs vvas to Sllpport ап ally or а friendly governшent against an 
insшgeпcy or а siшilar internal thгeat. 

The objective шау Ье to establish or strengtheп an alliance betvveeп the 
United States and а host nation (HN) facing ап internal threat. Regaгdless of 

'" JP 3-22 Гorc ign lnternal Defeпse, іх. 
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the threat, the ргішаrу FID шission tог SF during conflict is to train, advise, 
and assist the HN шilitary апd paraшilitary forces апd, when required, 
ассотрапу theш оп орегаtіопs . Additionally, FID is not r·estricted to tiшes 
of conflict and шау take place іп the foпn oftraiпiпg exercises. 

When we look at the two pritnary шissions of Special Forces, UW and 
FID, we шау note that while UW seeks to coerce, disrupt or overthrow а 
goverшneпt or occupying power, FlD seeks to iшprove а паtіоп state ' s 
security, priшarily through COIN, Ьу tгаіпіпg, a(ivisiпg, аtкі assisting HN 
forces. 

Security Force Assistance 

The third princ iple SF task vve are coпsidering is Secшity f'orce 
Assistaпce (Sf:A). SFA and ЛО ovet·lap witlюнt being subsets of each other. 
At the strategic апd operational levels, botl1 Sr'A an(i f'ID focus оп 

(ievelopiпg tl1e f'oreign Security F'orces' (F'Sf') capacity and capability. 20 

Sf'A differs troш FID only with respect that SF'A prepares f:oreign Secшity 
f:oгces to defeпd against external threats and to perfoпn as part of ап 
iпterпatioпal coalitioп. 

Counterinsurgency 

"This is а game oj"и,its and и;і!/. Уои '11е gol to Ье learning and adaptin:g constantlv 
Іо sш·l;ive. "- General Peter J. Sclюomakeг 

lпsurgeпcy апd counteriпsurgeпcy (COIN) are cotnplex subsets of 
\>,~arfaгe . As we've seen, ап iпsшgency is а civil war. Yet theгe is а 

diffeгeпce іп the foгtn tl1e war takes іп each case. 21 Jпsurgency , is the agency 
of гаdісаІ social pursнit or political chaпge . Jo i пt doctrine defines ап 

insurgeпcy as an organized пюvешепt аішеd at the overthrow of а 
constitнted goverпшent through the use of sнbversion and aпned conflict 
(JP 1-02). Its coнпterpart, COJN is а torш of coнпter-гevolution . COIN is 
the war tог meп ' s miпds . lt is the process Ьу vvh ich the revol нtion is 
resisted . COIN is а сошреtіtіоп with the іпsшgепt for the right to \Vіп the 
hearts, minds, апd acquiescence of the рорнІаtіопУ COIN is defined as 
coшpreheпsive civilian апd шіІ itary efforts taken to defeat an insнrgency 
апd to address any core grievaпces . 23 

20 FM 3-18 Special Foгces Operatioпs , 2-9. 
" Galula , Cotmterinsuгgency Waгfare : Theory апс! Practice. 2. 
' 2 І7М 3-24.2 Tactics in Сошl!еt·іпsшgепсу , С-І. 
23 І'М 3-18 Spcciall' orces Operations, 2-1 1. 
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An insшgency тust Ье understood Ьеtоге it can Ье deteated. An 
uпderstaпding ot' the five efeтents о/ an insю-gency, the eight с(упатісs о/ 
ап insurgency, апd the six insuгgent stt·ategies, will provide leaders at all 
levels а тeans to coтprehend and defeat tl1e insurgent. 

Five Eleтents of an Iпsurgency 

Thougl1 insuгgencies take таnу forтs, тost share sоте соттоп 
attгibLІtes. Ап insшgent organization norтa11y consists of five eleтents: 
• Моvетепt leaders. 
• Coтbatants. 

• Political cadre. 
• ALІxiliaries. 

• Mass base - the bulk ofthe membership (FM 3-24.2, 2-1). 

The proportioп of· each elemeпt relative to the larger movemeпt depeпds 
on the strategic approac\1 tl1e insurgeпcy adopts. According to Robert Taber, 
''Н1е LІltimate goals or end states desired Ьу insшgeпts vary significantly апd 
may inclLІtie crcating new iпtiependeпt COLІntries."24 !nsuгgcnts attempt to 
оЬtаіп political goals with an organized апd primarily indigenous groнp or 
groups LJsing protracted, irregнlar wш·fare and coorclinated political 
techniqLІes . 25 

Insшgency is а form of conЛict tl1at tieпotes tl1e LІSe of' organizcti violeпcc 
to eГfect сІ1апgе within а statc.26 Insurgcncies тау arise when the рорнІасс 
perceives tl1at tl1e goverшnent is uпаЬІс or LІnwilling to redress their issLІes 
or tl1e dernands ot· irnportaпt social groups. These groLІps band together апd 
Ьеgіп to use violeпce to chaпge the goverпment' s positioп. As tl1is оссшs, 
there are noпna11y ei,ght dynaтics соттоп Іо most insuгgencies . These are: 

• J"eadeгship - An iпsшgency reqLІires leadership to provide tiirectioп, 

gніdапсе, coordiпation , and orgaпizational cohesiveпess. The goal of 
insuгgent leadership is to герІасе tl1e goverшneпt' s legitimacy witl1 tlшt 
oftheir оwп. 

• Ideology - То wіп, tl1e insurgency nшst Ішvе а program that explains 
wl1at is \vrong witl1 society апd justifics its оwп actions. Ап 

insurgency's ideology must promisc great improvements аГtег the 
govcrпmeпt is overtht"l)\VП. 

• Objcctives - (strategic-opeгational -tactical) sLІch as, the replacemeпt of 
the goverпmeпt in povver. 

" ·гаЬеr·, Т11е War oftl1e ГІеа , vii i. 
' ' Wi ll iams. Lnsuгgency .. Геrтогіsm: AttitlJdes, Behavioг and R.esponse, 14. 
2'' lbid, 14. 
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• Environment and geography -- these are the cultural and demographic 
f'actors which int1нence insнrgent doctriпe, decisions, and TTPs. 

• Internal sнpport- Without the consent and active aid of the реорІе, the 
gнerrilla wo\Jid Ье merely а bandit and coнldn't hope to sнrvive very 
long. The popнlation, therefore, is the key to tl1e strнggle. 27 

• Extemal support- examples, such as Vietnaш, Nicaragнa, Afghanistan, 
and lraq slюv.' that external sнpport сал ассеІегаtе events апd int1\Jence 
the онtсоше. 

• Phasing апd tішіпg. lnsнrgencies of'teп progress throнgh three phases іп 
their effoгts: latent ш incipient, guerrilla tvaтjare, and tvaг of 
movement. While the нsе of these three plшses is сошmоп іп most 
writings coпcerпing іпsшgепсіеs, the titles нsed for these tІн·ее phases 
vary coпsiderably. 28 

• Orgaпizatioпal and operatioпal patterпs. lnsurgeпt organizational анd 
operational patterпs vary widely between опе proviпce or urban arca 
and aнot!1er. Different iпsurgent groups usiпg diffcreпt metlюds may 
foпn loosc coalitioпs when it serves theiг iпterests. 

Thc Гollowing depicts the components of' the Malayan Insuгgcncy circa 
1950 (See Figure 4-4). 

E•tqmal { (~> ................ . 
Suppor1 '•/ . 

Cttlntu C:rнnmunl11 F\v'ty . . Chin fi'~. 
UНot of іМ 1tЩ:,м ("~un~ ,.~ 

І 

} Leaders 

} Le~ders 
Pratшcled Pop"lar W3r 

Phaso 11 of th-e lлsurgency І 

f·їgнre 4-4. The Compoпeпts oftl1e МаІауап Ілsшgепсу (ГМ 3-24.2, 2-2). 

27 T'aber, Тl1е War oftl1e І''Іеа, 12. 
" f'M 3-24.2 Tactics іл Cotmterinsurgcncy, 2-15. 
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fnsurgent Strategies 

"Thc slratcgy uj'gucril/a и•шjІлс is tu put one man againsl Іеп, ЬиІ thc ІаСІіс is to 
рі! Іеп men againsl one. " - Мао Zcdoпg 

Jпsurgencies аге often а coalition of disparate forces нniteci Ьу their 
соттоп ешn ity for the governшent. Central to any insнrgency is the 
gaining of political power tl1гoLІgl1 the galvaпizing of tl1e people ' s 
dissatisfaction, in order to overthrow tl1e constitнteci govemmeпt. То Ье 

successJ'нl, an і пsнгgепсу mнst develop unifying leadership, doctrine, 
organization, and strategy. Tl1e six common iпsнrgeпt strategies are UІ"ban, 
militaryfocused, ргоІІ'асtеd рориІш wш, identityfocused, conspiгatoІ·ial, 

and cornposite and coalition .29 

І. Ur·ban Stгategy - the insuгgeпts attack governmeпt targets with the 
inteпtion of санsіпg govemment J'orces to overreact against the рорнІаtіоп. 
This арргоасh vvas етрІоуесі Ьу the National Ciberation f'ront in Algeria 
when they laнnched а seгies of bombings and attacks, caLІsing sigпificant 
civiliaп casшlties, in order to shock tl1e r:гenc/1 іпtо negotiations. 

2. Militшy-Focusecf Stгategy ·- believcs that military асtіоп can create tl1e 
conditioпs needccl for success. Chc Oнevara апd Ficiel Castro both нsed tl1is 
approach. 

З. Pmtгacted Рори/аг v~'ш Stгategy - is baseci on Мао Zedoпg's theory оГ 
pгotracted poptІiar war. This strategy is brokeп down іпtо three ciistiпct 

pl1ases~-latent 01' incipienl, gueпil/a ~vaг(are, and }VШ о/ movement. Eacl1 
plшsc bнilds upon the previoнs phase, апd сопtіпнеs activities fтот tl1e 
ргеvіонs phases. JetTery f{ecord tells LІS, "1n Vietпam, the Communists 
waged а classic, peasaпt-based, centrally directed, three-stage, Maoist тoticl 
insurgcпcy, снІmіпаtіпg іп а coпventional military victory. ТІ1е Commнnists 
also had а clear and vvell-publicized pol itical, economic, апd social 
ageпda."30 The protractecl popLІiar war strategy has both а political wing and 
а military \ving. This strategy requires а high level of' oгganization and 
indoctriпation, actions along mLІJtiple lines of' ef'tort, апсі leaderst1ip to direct 
the sl1iftiпg of' phases according to circшnstances . 31 

4. /dentity·Focused Stгategy - mobilizes support based оп thc соттоn 
identity оГ rcl igioнs affiliatioп, clan, tribe, or ethпic group. This was thc 

1" ГМ 3-24.2 Tactics in CotJnt.eriпsшgeпcy, 2-lб. 
1° Kecord, lraч апd Yietпam: Differences, Similarities ащl lпsigllts, 2. 
" ГМ 3-24.2 Tactics in CotJпtei·ii1Sttrgeпcy, 2-17. 
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strategy eшployed LJnSLІccessfully Ьу the Таті! Tigers agaiпst the 
constituted governшeпt ot' Sri Laпka. 

5. Conspiratorial Strategy- atteшpts to subvert the goverпшeпt froш \Vithiп 
апd often involves а few leadeгs апd а militant cadre. ТІ1іs was the 
sнccessfнJ approach used Ьу the Bolshevik Party in 1917. 

6. Composite and Coalition - appJies when different insшgent groups нsіпg 
tiifferent strategies сошЬіnе to f'orш loose coalitions that serve the purposes 
of the different groups. This approach has been useti ])у Al Qaeda in Iraq 
and is cштently Ьеіпg нsed Ьу ISIS. 

Insнгgent Tactics 

''Jfthe enemv advances, we ,~etreat. Jfhe ha!ts, 111е hшass. lj'he tires. н;е attack " 
- Мао Zedong 

lnsurgeпcy is the traditional strategy of the weak resistiпg tl1e strong. 
Tl1ey will ofteп ешрІоу both violent and noпvioleпt tactics to achieve theit· 
objectives. As FM 3-24.2 states, "Violeпt iпsшgent tactics аге пonnally 
characterizcd Ьу elusiveпess , surprise, and Ьriet: violeпt action . These 
tactics are ofteп divided between terrorisш апd gнerrilla warfare еагІу in the 
iпsurgeпcy."32 lпsurgeпts use шilitary tactics, such as aшbushes, sabotage, 
апd raitis to harass larger and less-шobile traditioпal forces іп eпeшy-held 

teгritory, or strike а vнlnerable target апd withdraw aJшost iшшediately. 
Additioпally , sнccessful iпsurgents шау ofteп use попvіоJепt tactics іп 

соnjнпсtіоп with violeпt tactics, sнch as sul1versioп апd propagaпda; the two 
шost prevalent forшs of nonviolent waгfare. 

Accordiпg to FM 3-24.2, gueгrilla operatioпs are gcпerally offeпsive, not 
deteпsive, and are ofteп harassing in паtше . Guerrillas seldoш atteшpt to 
seize and defeпd physical objectives апd, in geпeraJ , avoid decisive 
eпgageшent. Their overall аіш is often to cause confusioп , to destroy 
iпtrastructшe or secшity forces , апd to lower public шоrаІе . Gueгrilla 

harassшeпt atteшpts to keep goverпшeпt forces on tf1e defeлsive алd 

weakeл the Host Natioл , wl1ich сал inclнde destroyiлg гesoнrces апd 

disrupting lines of сошшLшісаtіоn. 33 

What counterinsнrgents have to keep іл шind is the insurgeпt ' s шеrе 

survival is а political victory; it encoшages and raises the popuJar opposition 
to tl1e incшnbent regiшe . Thus he can afford to ruп and hide . On the other 

31 f'M 3-24? Tact·ics in СоLшtегіпsшпепсv ?. ?О 
зз Ibid, и2~ " · · - - · 
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hand, the couпteriпsнrgeпt gains пothiпg Ьу ruпniпg апd hidiпg. Не 

surreпders everything. 3'1 

Additionally, it should Ье пoted tl1at іп order for а COIN operation to Ье 
successfLII, it must iпciLide а pгogram of civic action. As has been said, in 
order for the iпsurgent to win, he tnust have а good degree of sLipport frorn 
the реорІе. То coLiпter this, civic асtіоп will enable the people to ideпtify 
themselves with their government, who should Ье seen as the people's 
defenders апd caretakers. This is а positive step toward breakiпg the 
physical and psychological сопnесtіоп the iпsuгgent tnay have оп the 
populace. This leads LIS to discuss Yillage Stability Орегаtіопs (VSO). 

Village Stability Operations (VSO) 

"Essentia! tlюug/1 і І is, ІІ1е mi/itшy action is secondaІJ' І о the po/itica/ one, і І 's 
primmy purpose hеіпд /о ajfm·d the politica! рrJНІег enougii.freedom /о н•m·k saje!y 

Іvі/17 ІІІе population .. - David GаІнІа 

VSO are а range ot' рІаппеd activities designed to stabilize а village апd 
coпnect it to foгmal goverпaпce at tl1e district and proviпcial levels Ьу 
facilitatiпg infrastructure developmeпt. lt is an etTective couпter measure to 
rural insшgent tnovemeпts. Іп VSO, stability comes from а bottom-up, 
grass-roots mobilization of locals that establish and rnaintain secнrity, 

developtnent, and governance іп а гuгаІ eпviгonment. The VSO concept is 
rooted іп SF cloctгine and has Ьееп sнccessfLilly condнcted tl1rouglюllt 

l1istory, the Civiliaп Irгegular Defense Groнps (CIDGs) іп Vietnam being а 
prime examp le. 

ln AнgList 201 О, Presideпt Karzai aLІthorized the establishmeпt ot· the 
А fghan ІлсаІ Police (ALP) program. The program aims to train І оса! 

Afghans in rнral areas to defend their commLІnities against insшgents and 
other illegally-armed groups. The program was designed, and is cнrrently 
funded and supported Ьу, LJS SOF in а broader initiative to enhance security 
and stability at the village level thгoLІgh the VSO program. 

The VSO concept encompasses SF', Civil Affairs (СЛ) and MISO 
(Psyops) in the capacity fог which they were desigпed ~ to condнct 
operations at the grassroots level in villages in tO\VIlS ;vhere the coпtest 
between tl1e реорІе and the insllгgents is an everyday геаІіtу. VSO teams 
focus first оп bringing security to usher in development and а соппесtіоn of 
local traditional governance to the formal goveгnance at tl1e tiistгict level 
and above. The goa\ of' VSO is to woгk in the arca betwecп the distгict апd 

'"ТаЬег, Тl1е War of"the І·їеа, 13. 
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the village and соппесt tl1e villagers back to their district апd proviпcial 
governшent. 

А central coшponent to VSO is the Village Stability Platforш (VSP). The 
key to а VSP's success is US SOF living aшong the people in rшal villages. 
SFOD-As engage with the suпouпding comnшnity and provide the link 
with district and proviпcial levels ot' goverпance . Building relationships алd 
assisting the рорнІасе to stand up against iпsurgents , VSPs re-eшpoweri пg 

tl1e traditional local govemance structшes withiп the village through а 

(]есіsіоп шaking сонпсіІ to establish а шilitia to enable а local secнrity 

bubble аrонпd the village. Wheп tl1is localized stability is achieved and 
sнbseqнently expanded to otl1er villages, the VSP tl1en facilitates the 
(]elivery of goods and services to facilitate infrastrнcture developшent, and 
coпnect tl1e village leadership to the ceпtгalize(i goveгnшent. 

Priпciples oГVSO 

Several pгinciples are соmшол to VSO ін алу eлvironrneлt. Tl1e tl1ree 
pillars are secшity, clevelopment, апd govemance. Tt1e followiлg acronym 
will facilitate VSO operations: S Т А В L Е 

S -- Separate but 1\1/utual 

VSO and otl1er progгaшs аге separate but шнtually sнppoгting 

prograшs. According to F'M 3-18. "Th is bottoш-up арргоасh pгovides 

stability for rнral villages within key districts and eшpowers the local 
goveгnшent strнcture."35 

• VSO shoнld Ье used as an eпabler for reintegratioп Ьнt not as an 
iпcentive for it. 

• А reward for sнccessful орегаt і опs and repelling insнrgeпt iпflueпce 

slюнld Ье developшeпtal projects tl1at \viii allow the vil\ages to floнrisl1 
and create нnity ofthe рорнІасе . 

Т - Triba/ and Etlmic JJynamics 

• Engageшeпt ofthe сопш1uпіtу is раrапюuпt vvith respect to the tribes in 
tl1e area. For ехашрІе, Major Jіш Gaпt writes, "We шнst SLІpport the 
tribal systeш because it is the siпgle, uпchaпgiпg political, social апd 
снІtшаІ reality in Afghaп society апd the опе systeш that а\1 Afghans 

;s І'М 3-18 Speciall' orces Operations, ~-12. 
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understand, еvеп ifwe doп't. We must also remember that tl1e Pashtun 
tribes are fig11tiпg to preserve а ceпturies o\d way of'life. " 36 

• Care needs to Ье takeп to avoid empoweriпg опе tribe over aпother. 

• Uпderstand iпg tribal апd ethпic dynamics is vital. 
• Empower traditional structures within the local cu\ture, makiпg sure 

elders or others are accouпtable to the villages апd districts they 
represent. Gant writes, "'The key to а successfнl tribal engagement 
strategy is the ability to identify mеп (Tribal Engagemeпt Team 
members) who have а special gift for cross-cLІitural competency ащі 
ЬніІdіпg rapport- that is, they mLІst become edLІcated іп the ways oftl1e 
tгibes апtі build stтoпg re\atioпships with them based on mutual trнst 
and objectives.'m ТІшs, sнpport for the tribal systems аІгеаt!у in рІасе 
is key. 

А - Acceptance 

• VSO sнccess depeпtis profoнndly оп the ІосаІ рорн Іаtіопs ' acceptance. 
Without the support of' tl1e реорІе, VSO are doomed bef'ore they start. 

• The goal of VSO is to empower and galvanize villagers to staпclнp f'or 
tl1emselves aga inst insuгgents and to geпerate solutioпs for their 
problems. 

В- Build 

• Central govemmeпt spoпsored small-scale development projects led Ьу 
t.l1e comпшnity act as а mediнm for effective governance. 

• More ofteп than поt, VSOs are about commuпity асtіоп and 
confideпce-bнi lding. 

• The key to VSO is face-to-face relatioпships based нроn mlltLJal 
гespect. 

• An etfect.ive operatioп diminisl1es insurgent influence in tl1e village and 
pгovides secLІrity to the area. 

• lmprovements in secuгity, !оса! govemance and development will bring 
increasing opportнnities fог reintegratiпg foпner insшgeпts into the 
СОІШnUПЇtу. 

L - Local Governance 

3" Gant, Опе Тг і Ье at а Time: А Stгategy fог Sнccess in Afghanistan, 14. 
37 lbid, ЗІ . 
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• Villagers are easily persuadec\ Ьу insurgent propagaпda when there are 
no representatives of the central government in the area with а constaлt 
presence. 

• VSO empowers !оса! representative governance through the decision 
making council utilizing the most locally-appropriate foпn of 
represeпtatives; these may Ье village elders, political leaders ог 

members of community-development councils. 
• As secшity апd (ievelopmeпt increases, the !оса! council can offeг tl1e 

populace а bettet· altemative to the totalitarian rule that the insшgents 
are attempting to impose. 

Е - Endstate 

• The goal of VSO is to work іл the агеа between the distt·ict and the 
village ащі connect the villageгs back to theiг district ащі pюvincial 
govemment. 

• The ultimate end state of VSO is а population inhospitable to tl1e 
insurgents and а village where legitimate local leaders сал provide 
security and public services \vit\1 an endшiпg соппесtіоn to the ceпtral 
goverшnent. Good governaпce is the tollow-on to геІіаЬІе secuгity . 

Tribal Security Forces can facilitate both. 

Justin КеІІу offers this tlюught, ''Whatever govemment is in power and 
'Nhatever your political leanings, unless you are coпfident in the ability of 
your govemment to eпtorce its реасе then tl1e man with а gun at your door 
at midnight is уош master. lt doesn't matter it' you are happy with your 
electricity, content with your childreп's educatioпal arrangements and 
satistied with the govemment's agenda---you are in thrall to tl1e threat posed 
to you and your family Ьу tl1at шал v,тith the gun . His гemoval resolves the 
competition tor control and is the tirst step towards establisl1iпg tl1e coercive 
authority ofthe state іл that place."38 

Principles of COIN 

As we ' ve sееп, COIN is а competition with the insшgent for the right to 
win the hearts, шinds , and acquiescence of the population. According to 
David Galula, "the sLІppoгt of the people is the primaгy objective of а 
coLІnterinsшgency campaign. Without tl1e sLІpport of the рорLІІаtіоп , it is 
impossible to root OLІt all the insurgents апd stop further recruitment. "39 

;' Kelly, Ho1v to \Vіп іп Afgl1aпistaп , Quadгaпt оп-Ііпе, 5. 
3" Galula, CoLІnterinsurgency Warfaгe: ·гheory апd Practice, 86 . 
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Conducting successf'ul COIN гequires an adaptive torce \ed Ьу agile leaders. 
While every insurgency is dit'f'erent because of distiпct environrпeпts, root 
causes, and cultшes, all successful COIN campaigr1s аге based on соnшюn 
principles. The following principles ref1ect the concept of counterinsurgency 
апd should Ье kept in 111 іпd while conducting operatior1s. 

1. Ensure legitimacy in а/1 operatiom. Not only must tacticiaпs consider а\1 
actions in light of ROE but also the perception of the mапnег іп which 
actions are carгied out. Actions must Ье perceived to Ье ін the best interest 
of the !оса\ goverпaпce.40 The реорІе tшtst perceive that tl1e legally 
constituted goveгnment of their соuпtгу is working іп t\1eir best iпterest . 

Regartiing this principle, Cialula vvrites, ''Having attaiпed tl1e sнpport of the 
population it is imperative to remember tlшt this support is conditioпal. 

What you do mattcrs, and support сап Ье lost if' уош actions arc uпf'avorable 
to tl1e population41 

2. Unity o.f e.ffort is essential. Conпectiпg witl1 joiпt, interagency, coalitioп, 
and indigcпoнs orgaпizatioпs is importaпt to ensшiпg that oЬjectivcs агс 
shareti апd tlшt actions апd rnessages are syпchroпized. Jeffery Rccord 
writes, ''А key principle of· classical coнnteгiпstІrgeпcy is ш1іtу of etfort -
tшitїed control of' а\1 e\emeпts of' power, vertica\ly f'rom local to natioпal 
level, and horizontally betweeп districts."42 

3. Political .factors are key. Іп coнпtcгiпsurgcпcies, militaгy actioпs 

coпdtІctcd without propcr aпalysis of' their political cПccts wi\1 at best Ье 
iпcttcctive апd at worst аісІ tl1e епеmу.43 

4. lntelligence dri11es operations (as it shoнld а\1 operatioпs). Witlюнt 

tІПdcrstaпdiпg thc eпviroпment, опе саппоt tІnderstaпd and properly аррІу 
іпtеІІіgепсе. WithotІt good iпtelligence, а couпteriпsшgeпt is like а blind 
boxer wastiпg energy f1ailing at an unseen opponent. With good 
iпtelligence, а cotІnterinsшgent is like а suгgeon cutting out the caпcers 
while keeping the vital oгgans intact. All operations mttst Ье sl1aped Ьу 
carefнlly considered асtіопаЬІе intelligence gathered апd aпalyzed at the 
lowest possible levels апd disseminated апd distribtІted throнghoнt tl1e 
force. 44 

"' КіІсuІ Іеп, Coнntet·itlsшgeпcy, 160. 
"' Galula, Coнnrerinsuгgeпcy Warfare: Thcory апd Practice. 86. 
·" Recoгd, lraq ап(J Vietпam: Dі ІТегепсеs, Similarities апd lпsigll!s , І О. 
" 3 Мі І іtшу Keview: March-April2006, Рг і псірІеs, Paradoxes, апd lmpeгatives of 
Сонпtегіnsuгgепсу, 49 . 
.. lbid, 50. 
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5. Counterinsurgent.s mu.\·t under.stand tl1e environment (First Special 
Operations Ішрегаtіvе ). Analyziпg the effect of а пу operation is iшpossil1le 
witlюut understandiпg the society алd culture \Vithin wl1ich the COIN 
operatioп occurs.45 

б. lmurgent.s mu.st Ье i.solated .from tlteir cau.se and .support. Regarding 
this priпciple, Galula writes, "Those wiJliпg to actively support а 

couпterinsшgency орешt іоп should Ье sнpporteti іп their efforts to rally the 
relatively пeнtral шajority апtі neнtralize the hostile шinority."46 

7. Security under tl1e rule o.f law i.s e.s.sential. The corпeгstone of any COIN 
effort is secшity for the рорнІасе . Witlюнt secшity, по ре1mапепt reforшs 

сап Ье iшpleшented , апd disordeг wi!J spreati. То establish Jegitiшacy, 

security activities rnust шоvе froш the realш of' rnajo1· сошЬаt operatioлs 
іпtо the realm of' law enJ'orcemeпt. Iпsurgents sееп as criminals will lose 
рнЬІіс sнpport. 11' they are dealt with Ьу ал established legal system іп Ііпе 

'Nith ]оса! cultuгe апd practices, the legitirnacy of' the host goverпшeпt will 
Ье enhaпced . This pгocess wi!J take tіше, but soldieгs шust Ье aware of the 
legal procedures applicable to tl1eir coлduct апd support tl1eш.47 

8. Counterin.surgent.s siІoиld prepare .for а long term commitment. 
" Весанsе COIN requires а large conceпtration of etfort, resouгces , апd 

personnel," \Vrites Galula, "it is u11likely that it са11 Ье pursued effectively 
everywhere at о11се. Rather, actio11 slюнld Ье take11 іп select areas, алd 
resources шoved as 11eeded."4s AdditioпalJy, Jіш Gaпt ofJ'ers, "Тіше is 011 
their side. Jn ал insuгgency , aJI the insurgents have to do is 11ot Jose. "49 

As we ' ve stated, COfN is the war for шen's rninds. And even witl1 
superior equipшent, this is а difficнlt vvar to prosecнte . There are 110 front 
lines and the \var is everywhere against an еnешу that is seldoш clearly 
seen . It ' s а coшpetitio11 with the insшgent fог the right to "vin the hearts, 
minds, a11d acqнiescence ofthe popнlation. According to David KilcнJlen , to 
sнcceed , the West needs to reшain agile, and to protect the people who 
support the governшe11t, with what he calls "popl!lation-centric security.' ' 
Effective COIN, writes Ki lctІI I en , "pгovides huшan security to the 
popLJ!atioп, wheгe they live, 24 lюurs а day. This, not destroying the епешу, 

45 lbid . 
46 Cialula, CouпteгinsLІгgency Wагtін·е: Tl1eory апd Ргасtісе, І 04. 
47 Militшy Review: Магс ІІ-АргіІ2006 , Principles, Paradoxes, ашІ lmperatives of 
CoLІnteriпsшgeпcy , 50. 
48 GaiLІla , CouпteгiпsLІrgeпcy Wагfаге: Т11еогу and Ргасtісе , І 04. 
"Gant, One Tribe at а Тіте: А Str·ategy fог SLІccess іп Afg!Іaпistan , 11. 
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is the сепtгаІ task."5° COIN is graduate level warfare. Just what type ot· 
Іеаdег is гequired in couпteriпsшgency? Accordiпg to Geпeral Petraeus, 
''CoLJnteгinsurgency of сошsе requires mоге іп the realm of stabil ity апd 
SLІpport, although уон literally do go back and foгtl1. So уоLІ need а Іеаdег 
wІю is сараЬІе іп those different types of operations, who is adaptive, who 
learпs and makes adjustmeпts, who can lead іп the toughest of combat апd 
yet also SLJcceed in the toughest of stability and SLІpport operations." 51 

Here is а short list of some active iпsLJrgencies in the world as of 2014: 
• Karen NationallJпioп (KNLJ) vs. Buпna (1949 -)У 
• J<.evolutioпary Aгmed І"огсеs of Colombia (ГАRС) vs. Columbia ( 1963 -·). 
• Palestiniaп Liberation Orgaпizatioп (PLO) vs. ІsгаеІ ( 1965 - ). 
• Shiniпg Path vs. Peru ( 1980 -). 
• Loгd's Resistance Апnу vs. the goverпmeпts oПJgaпda, DRC, апd 

Sнdап ( 1986 - ). 
• Hamas vs. lsrael ( 1987 -). 
• АІ Qaecla vs. USA апd Allies ( 1988 ). 
• Kashmiri Sepaгatists vs. Jndia ( 1989 ·-). 
• Abu Sayyafvs. Philippiпes (1991 -). 
• Zapatistas (EZLN) vs. Мехісо ( 1994 ). 
• Chechпya RepLJblic vs. Russia ( 1999 -?). 
• Ansar ai-Islam vs. lraq (2001 -). 
• Forces Noнvelles vs. lvory Coast (2002 - ) . 
• Islamic State (JSIS) vs. the tree world (20 14 ). 

These movemeпts are aпimated Ьу а siпisteг dream. Jn the sweep of their 
tortuoнs visioп, defeats are temporary. Ahead lies aпother day, anotheг 

opportunity for sнbversion; another poor and struggliпg natioп to Ье raped 
Ьу the sword of revolutioп. То defeat them is чніtе а сІ1аІІепgе. То crush the 
hope of victory of tnen who grind tl1eir heels оп maпkind's face. Jn laпds 
bleediпg поw, апd yet to bleed іп the toгmeпt of insurgency. То baпish their 
dark dream to the shadows of history as it is written Ьу free mеп - De 
Oppresso Uber. 

Direct Action 

Direct action (ОА) is а ргіnс ірІе task of Special F'orces and is c.iefined as 
''slюrt-dшatioп strikes апd otheг small-scale oГfensive actioпs coпducted as 

5° Kilcullen, ТІ1е Accidental GuеггіІІа, 266. 
'' Моую·, А Question of Command: Соuпtегілsшgепсу fгom tl1e Civil Wаг to !гаq, 242. 
" ТІ1е Кагеn conflict is the loпgest iпtemal wаг іп tl1e world, l1aving Ьееп waged sіпсе ЗІ 
Jшшш-у 1949. 

206 



Chapteг 4 Special Forces Ooctrine 

а special operation іп hostile, denied, or politically sensitive 
eпviroшnents." 53 ОА employs specialized military capabilities to se ize, 
destroy, capture, exploit, recover, or daшage designated targets. ОА differs 
froш conventioпal offensive operations either Ьу the level of physical or 
political risk involved; the operational techпiques employed; or the degree 
of discrimination and precisioп use of surgical force requi_гed. 

ln the conduct of ОА operations, Special Forces шау employ raids, 
ambushes, or direct assaLІit tactics (inclшiing close-quaгteгs battle) -
unilaterally or combined; sniper-observeг operations; emplace mines or 
other mнnitions; condнct stan(ioff attacks Ьу t]re from air, groнnd, or 
тагіtіше platforms; provitie tеrшіпаІ guidance for prec ision-gLІiLied 

шнnіtіопs (TCJO); сошінсt independent sabotage; or aпti -ship operations.54 

Throнghoнt the histoгy of Special l'oгces, sнccessfнl ОА ope1·ations have 
l1een cl1aracteгized Ьу sшgical precision. Апd due to tl1e sшаІІ size and 
liшited tirepoweг оГ SFOOs, ОА шiss i on SLiccess depeпds on the synergistic 
cff'ect of speed, stealth, sшprise, vіоІепсе оГ action, апd ofteпtiшcs the cover 
оГ liaгkness. 

Specia/ Reconnaissaпce 

SR is defineli as "recoппaissance and surveillaпce actioпs conducted as а 
specia] operatioп in hostile, lieпied, or politically sensitive епvіrопшепts to 
collect or verity inforшation of' strategic or operational significaпce, 

ешр І оуіпg militaгy capabilities поt norшally ГоLІпlі in сопvепtіопаІ 

f'orces." 55 SH. provides "'eyes оп target" іп а hostile, deпied, or 
diploшatically seпsitive агеа; sucl1 as those шissioпs coпducted Ьу SOCJ іп 

North Vіеtпаш, Laos, апсІ Cambodia. Tl1ese SR шissions located епешу 
concentrations апd disгupted Ііпеs ot' coшшuпications witl1 devastatiпg В-52 
airstrikes. 56 

Moreover, SR шissioпs шау Ье perfoпned bef'ore ореп lюstilities so as to 
provide esseпtial іпfоrшаtіоп апd sitнatioпal awareпess for а соmшапd 

decisioп, sнch as the SR шissioпs 5t1' SFG апd Task Fогсе 160 executed 
duriпg Operatioп Oese11 Storш in 1991. Ргіоr to the groнnd iпvasion, 

thirteeп ODAs were iпfiltrated deep іпtо Iraq, sоше нр to J 50 шіІеs behind 
enemy liпes. These SR teams were the eyes апd ears of the Allied Coalition. 
Additionally, SR operations шау inclнde: іпfопnаtіоп on activities of ап 
actuaJ or poteпtiaJ enemy or sесше data on the шеtеогоІоgісаІ, 

hydгographic, or geogгaphic clшracteгistics of а particular area. Also, SR 

51 FM 3- 18 Special Foгces Орегаtіопs. 2-14. 
54 Ibiti. 
'' lbid . 
56 l'or more оп SOG, see Chapter 1. 
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тау involve the assessment ot' cllemical, biological, residual nuclear, 
radiological , or eпviroпmeпtal hazards іп а deпied area, as well as target 
acqu is іtіоп, area assessment, and poststrike reconnaissaпce . 

Couпterterrorisш 

Counterterrorism (СТ) is defined as "actions taken d irectly against 
terrorist net\vorks and indirectly to influence апd render global and r·egional 
eпviroпments inhospitable to terrorist networks." 57 Cike DA апсі SR, Special 
r:orces units possess the capability to сопdнсt СТ in env iгonrnents tlшt тау 

Ье hosti le, denied, or politically sensitive. As most СТ activities are 
classified аші therefore beyond the scope of this ciiscussion, however, it та у 
Ье said that the primary mission of Special І~'шсеs in СТ is to аррІу 
specializeci capabilities to preclude, preempt, апсі resolve terrorist іпсісіепts 
abroaci . 
Wheп ciirecteci Ьу the NCA or the appropriate theater CINC, ciesignated 

SFODAs coпci uct or support СТ missioпs, іпсІнсііпg hostagc rescue, 
recovcry of· seпsitive rnatcrial from terrorist orgaпizations, ащі attacks оп 
tl1e terrorist infrastr·нctшe. Additionally, СТ may іnсІнсіе nonlethal activities 
to deteat the ideologies or motivations that spawn teгroгism. Thesc activities 
may іnсІнсіе, but. arc not limiteci to, Military Intormatioп Sнpport Operatioпs 
(MISO) - Psyops, intelligcnce operations (10), civil aft'aiгs opcrations 
(САО), lJW, апd FID. 

Co11nter ProlifeІ·atioп (СР) of Weapons of Mass Destr11ctioп (WMD) 

Couпterproliferation (СР) is cietlneci as "those actioпs takeп to defeat the 
threat ancl/or use ot' weapoпs ot' mass ciesttтJctioп against the United States, 
ош toгces , allies, and paгtпers."58 Further а WMD is ciefineci as "chernical, 
biological, radiological, or nuclear weapons capable of а higl1 order· ot" 
destructioп or caнsing mass casнalties."59 СР is а specialized rnission 
assigned to designated SOF. Апd like СТ, most СР activities are class ified 
and therefore beyonci the scope of this discLJssion. However, it may Ье said 
tlшt SF participatioп іп СР is throнgh the conciuct of lJW, SR, anci DA. 

57 І'М 3-18 Specia l f'oгces Орегаtіопs , 2- 15. 
" Ibiti. 
59 lbid. 
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Iпformatioп Operatioпs 

Informatioп operatioпs (ІО) is defined as "the iпtegrated employment, 
dшіпg military operations, of information-related capabilities in concert 
;vith other Ііпеs of operation to influeпce, disrupt, corrupt, or нsшр the 
decision-making of adversaries апd poteпtial adversaries whi!e protectiпg 
ОLІГ OWn."60 

The Aпny's coпtributioп to the joiпt iпfoпnation operatioпs effort is 
іпfопn and inflнence activities (ІІА). ТІ1е ПА capabilities are iпtegrated into 
tl1e planniпg and ехеснtіоп of operatioпs іп the iпfoпnation enviromnent. 
ARSOF commanders and staff develop iпfoпnation themes and шessages to 
iпform domestic audiences апd inflнence the foreigп friendly, neнtral , 

adversary, апd enemy populations. They do this throнgh l/A-the 
i пtegratioп of Liesignated iпfoплatioп-related capabilities in orlier to 
syпchroпize tl1eшes, messages, апlі actioпs with operations to iпform lJ .S . 
апlі global анdіепсеs, іпЛнепсе fore igп audieпces, апd afTect aliversary апlі 
епешу Liecisionmaking. 61 

As the Lietїпition states, ІО iпvolves actioпs takeп to affect aliversary 
iпformatioп апlі information systems, while Liefeпliiпg опе's оwп 

iпformatioп and iпformatioп systems to acl1ieve infoпnation superiority in 
support of natioпal military strategy, і.е . MISO (psyops) оп one епlі of tt1e 
spectrшn with operatioпal secшity оп the other (See Figure 4-5). 

I·"igure 4-5 . Ілfшшаtіоn Орегаtіопs Paгadigtn. 

Informatioп superiority is the capability to collect, process, апd 

dissemiпate an нniпterrupteli tlow of' iпformatioп while exploitiпg or 
Lieпying an adversary's ability to do the same. SF may аррІу 10 across all 
phases of ап operation. The LІitimate targets of offensive ІО are the hLІmaп 
decisioп-makiпg processes; to get iпsilie уош орропепts OODA Joop and 
manipLІlate the what and the way they are observiпg . 62 

60 І"М 3-18 Speciall;·orces Opeп1tions , 2-15. 
'' 1 ADKP 3-05, 4-4. 
"" l' or more оп OODA Loop, see Chapter 5. 
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ТІ1е Priпciples of Special Operatioпs 

Vice Adшiral William McH.aven 's seminal book Spec Ops is а case study 
of nearly forty years of Direct Action missioпs. McRaven's thesis develops 
а theory that ехрІаіпs \VI1y special operations succeed; tl1ey achieve t·e!ative 
supeгiшity Ьу adhering to tl1e six priпciples of special operations. Special 
operations forces (SOF) are аЬІе to achieve relative superiority over the 
епеmу Ьу preparing а simple plan, which is carefully concealeli, repeatealy 
апd real istically reheaгseli, and execнteli with sшргіsе, speed, аші ршроsе. 63 

Т11е followiпg liiagгam pгesents the six pгinciples of Special Operations: 

Execнtion Sпrprise Speed 

Friction 

Prepai"atioп Repetitioп 

FogofWш· 

Planning Cliшate ofWac 
• tl1e proviнce of daнgel' 
• tl1e геаlш of lmcertaiнty 
• tl1e dошаін of physical ехе11іон 
• tl1e spl1e1'e of сІншсе. 

Figure 4-6. РгіпсірІеs оГ Special Орегаtіопs. 

This theory is impor1:ant because sнccessfнl special operations defy 
conventional wisdom. СепtгаІ to the theory of special opeгations is the 
Clausewitzian concept of re/ative supe1·iшity. Alimiral McRaven >vrites, 

Relative sнperiority is а сопсерt сгнсіаІ to special орегаtіопs; it is а coпdition that 
exists wheп ап attacking torcc, gcпcral ly sшall cr, gaiпs а dccisivc advantagc оvсг а 
laгger or \Ncll-dcfcnded enemy. H.elative super·iority is ach ieved at the pivotal 
nютспt іп ап eпgagemcпt. lf гc lat i vc sнpcrioгity is lost, it is difficнlt to rcgaiп . То 

acl1icvc гclativc SLІperioгity, thc pract i t i oпeг ot· spccial opcratioпs Пl LІSt takc accouпt 
of the ргіпсірІеs іп tl1e tl1гee phases of an орегаt і оп ; plaпп i ng, preparation, апd 
ехеснtіоп.64 

"' МсКаvеп, Spec Ops, 4-7 . 
•• lbid . 
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Once relative superiority is gained, it must Ье sustained іп order to 
guarantee victory. The following diagram provides а visual demoпstratioп 
of relative superiority (Figure 4-7). 

Probability of 
Mission 

Completion 

Re!ative Superiority Achieved 

Areaof 
Vulnerability 

Missioп 

Complete ~ 

ReJative Superiority Line (RS Line) 

Point of І 2 з 4 5 
Vulnerability (PV) Time inHoшs 

Figuгe 4-7. Relative SLІperiority GІ·ар\1. 

6 

As we continLІe to bt1ild l!роп our doctrinal foundation, а brief look into 

the six principles of special operatioпs will prove most beneficial. 

Simplicity - а principle of war and of planning, simplicity is the most 
crucial and yet often tl1e most l!nderrated principle vvith which Special 
Operations Forces should comply. 65 Simplicity buttresses the other five 
principles. Often, рІапs that аге too rigid rtІП the risk of Ьеіпg destroye(i Ьу 
chance eveпts . F'or example, Operation Eagle Claw, the failed hostage 
rescue mission in Iran, was опе of the most difficult operations of its size 
ever planned апd llndertaken. There was simply no margin for error. How 
(ioes one шаkе а plan simple? McRaven gives LІS three elements of 
simplicity wl1icl1 аге cгitical to Sllccess: (1) limiting the nшnber of 
objectives; (2) good intelligeпce; and (3) innovation. 66 

"5 See CilЩJteг 7 fш· the principles ofplanniлg. 
06 Mc!{aven. Spec Ops, 12. 
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Security - also а principle of' war, pгeveпts tl1e enemy from ga111I11g an 
advantage through toreknowledge ot' а planned attack. However, McRaven 
wгites, ''tl1e паtше of special operatioпs is to attack а fortified position. It 
пaturally follows, wl1etl1er іп war time or реасе, that the епету is 'prepared' 
fo1· ап attack. Tl1erefore it is поt so much tl1e impeпding mission tlшt пшst 
Ье сопсеаІеd , Ьнt tl1e timiпg апd to а lesser degгee the meaпs of iпse11ion."67 
Regarding the correlatioп betweeп simplicity, security, апd repetition, 
McRaven writes: "if а рІап is complex it will requiгe extraordinaтy security, 
ащі an оvеrаЬшкіапсе of secuгity І1ішіегs effective preparation."68 

Repetition - McRaven tells us, " Іп the ргерш·аtіоп phase, гереtіtіоп , like 
routiпe, is iп(iispeпsable in elimiпating tl1e baпiers to success."69 When tl1e 
А ir F'orce Task Groнp, involved in the Sоп Та у Raid, first attempted to fly 
the lJH-1 Н in formation with the С- І ЗО, they fouпd flyiпg іп sнch а tight 
to1·matioп so diГficнlt that it was поt wi tl1iп the capabil ity of' tl1e average 
Army aviator. АЛ:еr hнпdreds of Іюшs of Луіпg the same profile, however, 
the tactics of draftiпg with the UH-1 were proveп and coнld Ье applied іп 
Гuture plans. Further, McH.aven writes, ·'Coпstant repetitioп , as maпiГested 
іп traiпing апd rel1earsals, is the Ііпk Ьеt\\'Сеп tl1e рrіпсірІе оГ simplicity і п 
tl1e plaпniпg phase and the principles of surprise and speed іп the ехеснtіоп 
phase."70 

Surprise- Іп add itioп to Ьеіпg а principle of· war, surprise is а tactical tool. 
As Sнn Tzu tells LІS, it's the ability to strike tl1e enemy at а time or рІасе, о1· 

in а manner, f .. ()r wl1ich he is unprepared. Tactical surpгise can санsе the 
enemy to hesitate or misjudge а sitнation . But tactical surprise is fleeting. 
Leaders must exploit it betore the enemy realizes wl1at is Ішррепіпg. 

Regaгding sшprise McRaven writes, ''At the Belgian toгtress of Eben 
Emael aпtiaircraft guпs wеге positioned оп top of' t.he toгt to prevent ал 
airborпe assault; North Vietпam had опе ot' the deпsest air defense systems 
іп the world; Benito Mussolini was gtJarded Ьу 250 ltaliaп soldiers, the 
POWs ir1 СаЬапаtнаn held Ьу 225 Japaпese; and tl1e airport at ЕпtеЬЬе, 

Uganda was surrotJпded Ьу І ОО Ugaпdan soldiers with two battalioпs c!ose 
Ьу . Т11е enemy, іп each ofthese cases, was prepared to prevent ап assaн!t on 
their positioп and yet, SLІrprise was achieved in all iпstaпces."71 According 
to Clausewitz, the two factors that pгodtJce stІrprise аге secrecy апd speed. 72 

67 McRaveп, Spec Ops, 21. 
бК lbid, ІЗ. 
(,О Jbid, 23. 
70 lbid, 10. 
7 1 lbid. 26. 
72 Clausc\vitz, On War, ll l, 9, 233. 
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Speed - In а manner of speaking, speed is secш·ity. And in special 
operations tl1e concept ot' speed is siшple: get to your objective as t'ast as 
possible. Ану delay will ехранd your area of' vнlnerability and decrease 
your opportunity to achieve relative superiority. As Sir Williaш Slim put it, 
"There is онІу оне principle ot' war анd that's this. Hit the other t'ellow, as 
quick as уон can, and as Ішпі as you сан , vvhere it hurts him the шost, when 
he ain 't lookiпg. " 73 

Purpose- Purpose is нnderstaпding and then ехеснtіпg the prime objective 
of' the шission regardless of' eшerging obstacles ог opportнnities . First, the 
puгpose must Ье clearly defined Ьу the шission statement rescнe the POWs, 
destroy the dry dock, sink the battleship, etc. This missioп stateшent slюнld 
Ье crafted to енsнrе tlшt ін tl1e heat of' battle (the execнtion phase ), no matteг 
\vlшt else Ішрренs, the iнdividнal soldier нпderstaпds the primary objective. 

Сопс І нsion 

SpeciaJ F'orces operatioпs агс tшique ін tl1e LJS ті! itary, Ьесанsе they are 
ешрІоуеd throнghoнt the thгee stages of· the operatioпal сопtіnuнш; 

peacetime, сопЛісt, апd war. The goal of this chapter was to iпtгoduce the 
rеасіег to the nine рrіпсірІе tasks that the Special Foгces Regiшeпt execнtes. 
Additionally, а situatioпal awaгeпess should have Ьееп gained to sнch 

complex sul1sets of'warfare as LJW, ЛО апd COIN. Fнrtl1er, it is hoped that 
the studeпt ot' war gаіп а workiпg kпowledge ot' tl1e relevaпt theoгy of' 
special operatioпs together with its six priпciples. With tl1is doctriпal 

touпdatioп, the Special Forces tacticiaп >viii Ье betteг prepared to lead іп tl1e 
plaппing and executioп of' апу nuшber of' tasks which І1е шау Ье privileged 
to Ье called оп to pertoпn . 

73 Slim, Defeat іпtо Уісtогу, 550-551 . 
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"ІУшs may befoщ;ht 111ifh rtІeapons. butthev are 11'011 Ьу men. lt is the spirit о/теп 
И'hо folloи' anc/ oj'the тип 11' 170 leadv that gains tl1e victory. "- Patton 

Accordiпg to Herodotus, the most hatef'ul misfortuпe is f'or а \'>' isc mап to 
havc по іпЛLІспсе. If' leadcrship is to Ье deЛned in опе word, theп tl1at word 
is "іпЛuепсе." Leaders iпspire otheгs to succeed. Howeveг, as Cl1ristopher 
Kolenda obseгves, "This concept hinges on tt1e notioп оГ іпЛuепсе . If Ьу 
iпtlнence we mean to get someoпe to do vvhat we want them to do, then we 
are left witt1 the very sigпiticaпt problem ot· legitimizing соегсіоп as ап 
appropriate method of leadership." 1 So we шнst qнalify ош defiпition of 
leadership to Ье one that views infiLience as inspirational and not coercive. 
The US Army detines leadership as "the process of intlнencing реорІе Ьу 
providing purpose, direction, and moti~1ation while operating to accomplisl1 
tl1e mission апd impгoving the organization."2 

Tl1is is the detinitioп of leadership. However, по book сап геdLІсе 

leadership to а set of learnable skil ls. Іп spite of the volшnes wгitten on the 
subject of leatieгship, precision in this ЛеІd of study гemains elusivc. 
Nevertl1eless, we will attempt to frame а workable outline of vvhat а leader 
is, and wlшt а leader tioes. Tl1e Гocus of tl1is chapter is leadership - the 
warrioг's art. lt will discLІss tl1e fol lowing: 

• What Makes а SLІccessfLІI Special Forces Soldier? ТІ1е Three 
lшpeгatives. 

• The Twelve l,eadership Traits. 
• Sitнatioпal 1-eadership. 
• Officer І NCO P1·ofessioпal Relationship. 
• The Eleven Pгinciples of Leadership. 

What Makes а Successt'нl Special Forces Soldier? 

"А man must !Je !Jig enoug/1!0 admit his mistakes, smart enoug/1 І о pn;fi.t.from them. 
and stгong enough to coггect tl1em. " - John MaX\Yell 

Leadership begins with character. So beforc we move to discнss 

leadership any fiлtl1er, we paLІse to look at wl1at шakes а sLІccessfi.ІI SF 
soldier; tl1e f'oнndational cl1aгacteristics of every leader in tl1e Regiment. То 
begin wit11, the desired character attribнtes of еvегу Special Forces soldier 
inciLІde: professioпa l ism, personal responsibility, adaptabil ity, couгage, team 

1 Kolenda, l"eadeгsl1 i p: The Waпior's Art, xviii. 
' FM 6-22 l.eadeгsl1 ip, 1-2 . 
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player, integrity, capability, апd perseveгaпce. Collectively these are 
referred to as the SOF attributes. What every Special Forces soldier should 
ask l1imself is: Ат l liviпg up to these attгibutes? So what exactly makes а 
successfнl SF soldier? І believe at least the following th1·ee in1pe1·atives: 

І. Не is Smart. 
2. Не is Strong. 
З. Не is Socially Astнte. 

Іп light of the Special Forces attribнtes, \Ve поw move to discнss these thгee 
imperatives. 

1. А successfu/ SF soltlier is smart - that is, he нпderstaпds basic Атшу 
doctrine (tactics, techniqнes, апd procedнres), аІІ pertiпent aspects of his 
own military осснраtіопаІ specialty (MOS), as well as the standard 
operatiпg proce(iнres (SOPs) of his Group, Сошрапу, аші ODA. ТІ1е point 
hеге is, а successfнl SF soldieг places а l1igh premiнm on the techпical апd 
tactical aspects ofї1is job. 

Additionally, there is а loпg-standiпg traditioп of' cross-traiпiпg on an 
ODA For ехашрІе, the Weapoпs Sergeant trains the rest of the team on the 
recoiless ritle, while the Tпtelligeпce Sergeant insn·ucts others оп Лnger 
priпtiпg, etc . Іл short, the guys wІю succeed іл Groнp kлo\\r their jobs апd 
want to grow intellectually. Tl1e followiпg tl1ree SF attribнtes seem best to 
fall withiп tl1is imperative: pгojessionalism, pasonal гesponsibility апd 
adapta!Jility-

Projessionalism - means behaviпg as а standard-beaгer tог the Regiment. lt 
means haviпg а professioпal image, to іпсІнdе а Jevel of matшity апd 
jнdgment mixed with confideпce and hшnility. Professioпalism means, not 
only forming souпd оріпіопs, апd making one ' s own decisions, Ьнt staпding 
behiпd those decisions, and followiпg throнgh with tasks with the best of' 
our ability. 

Additioпally, professionalism means Ьеіпg reliable and consisteпt with 
good performaпce. Опе of the prevai ling woes of Jate is а marked decrease 
іп work ethics. It seems hard to find а good work ethic these (iays. 
Americans seemed to Ье iпfected with an entitlement attitнde. However, 
professionalism is still placed at а l1igh premiнm іп апу vocatioп. 

Personal Responsibility - Being self-motivate(i and ап aнtoпomous self
starter; aпticipates tasks апd acts accordiпgly; takes accoнntability not опІу 
for his actions but fог tl1e actions ofthose нnder his clшrge. 

215 



Cl1apter 5 Leadership 

AdaptabiЩv --- arguably the most critical attribute atrer integrity, adaptability 
ret1ects а quality that а man exl1ibits through critical thinkiпg, а comtort 
vvith ambiguity апd uпcertainty, and а willingness to accept prudent risk, 
while rapidly adjнsting and continнously assessing а sitнation. Accord iпg to 
John Boyd, ''Adaptability is tl1e power to adjнst or cl1ange in order to соре 
with new or Linforeseen circumstances."3 Being adaptable means accepting 
tl1e fact that there are по prefabricated soiLit ions for each апd every problem. 
SF leaders adapt their thiпkiпg, their foпnations , апd their employmeпt 
techniqнes to the specific situatioпs they face. 4 

То add а fшtl1er dimension to tl1is discLission, successfLil Sl~' soldiers are 
smart l)ecaLise tl1ey have 'growth' miпdsets over against ' fixed' mindsets. 
With the right mindset, we сап stгetch oшselves and benefit mоге from ош· 
mistakes (as well as the mistakes of otl1ers) whicl1 vve may геаdіІу LISe mше 
as а means to grow гather than а way to jeopardize ош repLitation (See 
І~Іgше 5-J ). 
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Just vvhat are the two miпdsets? А fixed miпclset avoids challeпges апd 
obstacles Ьесанsе they call tor а man to ргоvе l1imself'. А tixed mindset sees 
one' s intelligeпce as sometl1iпg tl1at сап't сІ1апgе. That. is, а пшn vvith а 
fixed miпdset believes І1е сап learn пеw tl1iпgs, but he does't believe he can 

J Boyti, Patteгпs of Coпflict, 125. 
4 ADI{ P 3-0, 2-13. 
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cha11ge ho\v sшart he is. Fixed шi11dsets see а challe11ge as а way that шight 
шаkе theш look bad. For the tixed шi11dset person, ''Evel)' situatio11 is 
evaluated: Wi\1 І succeed or fail? Will І look sшart or duшb? Will І Ье 

accepted or rejected? Will І feel like а win11er or loser?5 

However, as Dweck observes, "The growth шi11dset is based 011 the belief 
that your basic qualities are things you са11 cнltivate through your efforts. 
Althoнgh people may differ in evel)' which way - in their initial tale11ts a11d 
aptitudes, interests, or temperaments - everyo11e can change and grow 
throнgh application and experie11ce."6 !11 other words, growth шiпdset 
people embrace а challeпge as а way to gгow as а man, Ьесанsе as онr 
society teaches нs, ifmediocrity is уоuг goal, yoн'll reach it every time. 

2. А successful SF soldier is strong - арагt tl"om the obvious, tlшt is , 
physical streпgth, he is nюгаІІу strong, mea11ing he does the haгd right over 
the easy wroпg. SuccessfLІl SF soldiers have character. Character is tl1e real 
man u11der11eath all the ve11eer. Character is made LІр of опе ' s temperament, 
upbringing, education, trai11ing, as well as beliefs, traditio11s, and 
motivatioпs. The followiпg four attribнtes sееш best to fa\1 withi11 this 
imperative: coumge, integІ"ity, capability, a11d paseveІ"ance-

Сою·аgе - means actiпg оп уонr ow11 convictions liespite co11seqнe11ces . It 
is а williпg11ess to sacrifice f"ог а larger cause. Апd because couгage is botl1 
physical and moral і11 scope, it meaпs о11е is not paralyzed Ьу fear ot' Гailure. 
!11 Sheгman ' s estimatioп , trнe courage is а perfect seпsibility ot' the measure 
of dапgег, and а mental williпgпess to endure it. Cikewise, accortiing to 
Patton, "All mеп are af"гaid in battle. Tl1e coward is the опе who lets l1is fear 
overcome his sense of duty."7 Theret'oгe, there са11 Ье 110 сошаgе without 
Геаr. 

Integrity - mea11s being trustworthy a11d honest. Haviпg iпtcgrity is actiпg 
wit\1 hoпor and нnwaveri11g adl1crence to etl1ical standards. Accordi11g to 
Sam Storms, ''The опІу rcason integrity slюLІld Ье а burdeп to you is if у он 
cnjoy Ьеіпg disho11est." 8 

Capahility - шеапs maiпtai11iпg physica\ fitлess, to i11clude streпgtl1 a11d 
agility, as well as haviпg а11 operational kлow\edge whic\1 enablcs о11е to 
plan aJ1li commu11icate effectively. 

5 O>veck. Miпdset: Т11е New Psychology оГ StJccess, 6-7. 
"lbid, б. 
7 Connelly. On War апd Leadership, 126. 
"Stoпns, Pleasшes Evermш·e, 236. 
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Perseverance -···· шеапs workiпg toward ап епd, lшving commitmeпt to а 
purpose. Further, perseveraпce iпvolves lшviпg а physical and mental 
resolve ·····а motivation which doesn't quit despite obstacles апd t'ailure (See 
tl1e Two Mindsets). 

The overwhelmiпg majority ot' guys that have trouble іп Clroup, have 
gotten into troнble шorally. The successt'нl SF soldier loves his God, his 
t'amily, his Team, апd his Couпtry. And аІІ ot' his actions are executed і11 

ligiJt ot' trнth. Не lives out his lit'e in dнteoнs selfless service, with по 
thoнght ot' personal advancement or applause. 

3. А success.ful SP solllier is socially astute - another pertinent field ot' 
discнssion for us is that of social navigation, паmеІу а mап ' s temperameпt. 
Temperament is the combination of iпherited traits wl1ich subconscioнsly 
affect OLІr behavior. What's the pнrpose of uпderstandiпg temperameпt types 
уон might ask? То Ьеgіп with, а basic knowledge oftemperaments IJelps us 
better нnderstand oшselves алd others. As Гаr as tcmperameлt goes, tl1ere 
are simply difГereпt types ofpeople онt there, and an нnderstandiпg ofthese 
types will assist нs to not опlу navigate socially Ьнt wi\1 make нs а nюre 
efГcctive leader. Гог as S.L.A. Marsha\1 obscГ\'Cd, "Thc art of lca(iing, is the 
art of dealing witl1 Ішmапіtу" (See Гigure 5-2). 

ChoJeric 
(Ta$k-ot·ientecl extroYc11) 

A.mbirious l<>adeІ"-like. 

Passimшte. Task DriYeн. Stro11g.-\villed. 
Сад Ье dictatorial ОІ' tyппJJiica!. 

С;нІ Ье "шу \\ ау or t!1e !iig!l\\'tly" 1уре 
perso11. 

Melaш:holic 

(Тask-щiented. intioYert) 

Deep rllinkш·. 
С;щ;іонs Інdер-епdенt 

Prefer to do tl!iпgs аІо11е. Pr·efer to 
A\·oid atteпti011 . Тедd to (Jroct·astiнate 

ашІ plan іа excess. 

Sanguine 
(People-orieнted еХІІО\'сІ1) 

Socialab!e pleasш·e seeke1·. 
Сhщ·іцщніс, CгeatiYe-DaydІ·eaшer. 

Prefeг to do thiнgo as а gt'O\Ip. 
FligiІty: ша у .11;~\·е tr<)\lb!e follo\Viнg 

tiІroнglJ 011 ta!J:s. 

Pltlegntatic 
(People-oгieпtecl іІІ!ІО\'еr!) 

Relaxed and quiet. 
DipJ.oшatic. Steady апd faitiJ11І1. 
P<l.>Si\'e-aggxes:;;i\•e. Fеат сІнщgе. 

Ма у аррещ· !о Ь-е Jazy. 

Figure 5-2. Four ТгаdіtіопаІ Temperameпts. 
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The роіпt ot' defiпiпg temperaments is поt опІу iпfoпnative but І believe 
ап understandiпg ofthem helps to ехрІаіп the why we do wl1at we do. These 
four temperameпts or 'lшmors' are rather ancieпt . They wеге fiгst devised 
Ьу Hippocrates of Greece (460-370 ВС). 9 The Hippocratic Oath guy. І 
should also state that there are other behavior theories OLJt there; aпythiпg 
from Freud to Myers-Briggs. Howeveг, І consider the traditionaJ theory the 
best апd easiest to understaнd. It also Jends itselfwell for self-irnprovement. 

Generally speakiпg, the top two types (lookiпg at the diagгam) are the 
Туре As, or the 'extгaverts' as Jung woнld have it. And the Туре Bs at the 
bottom аге the introverts. What I've Jearпed is that it takes all types оп tl1e 
ODA. Generally speaking, уон have а good mix of types on any Team, 
some oнtgoing ащі mоге talkative, апd some more quiet and reserved. 
Generally speakiнg tl1e quieter ан(і гeserved gнys, tl1at is the melancholies 
and phlegmatics, are geпerally perceived to Ье not team players. This is 
Ьесанsе they don ' t speak their mi11ds as mнch, whereas the choleric ог 
sangнine gну can rarely shнt нр. 

Havi11g said that, some mela11cholies (task oriented i11tгoverts) and 
phlegmatics (people orie11ted iпtroverts) are more ofthe Туре В mіпнs gнys. 
ТІшt is, tl1ey are simply too quiet and too гeseгved and have to Ье bгought 
out of' tl1eir shell а bit. Мапу of these Туре В guys are thi11ki11g, "Well, 
everythiнg is getting done as it's sнpposed to, J doн't waнt to seem pнshy. 
I'll jнst wait uпtiJ someone calls он me to do something. U11til the11 I'll 
sнррогt wlшt's going оп . " A11d tlшt's jнst it. TJ1is is tl1e gну who does 
everything in his miпti . Не jнst appears to Ье Jazy, when іп reality he is 
meпtally active. Otleп these are tl1e more intellige11t gнys 011 the Team. 
Он tl1e other Ішпd, tl1ere are Туре А plнs gнys. Noпnally, tl1ey have 

problems fittiпg і11 as well. Tl1ese are the know-it-alls. These are the guys 
who not о11Іу get ulcers Ьнt give tl1em to others. They are impatie11t with 
others who fail to share their drive and е11егgу. They are the gнys tl1at are 
too oнtgoing. They pritie themselves оп Ьеіпg brнtally and sarcastically 
traпk. For example, а man wlю is choleric woнld Ье aclvised to remiпd 
himself of regнlarly getting feedback, if time апd the sitнatio11 permits. This 
may mitigate ану dictatorial leaniпgs 011 tl1e choleric leader's рагt. 

The SF attгibнte which falls withiп this imperative best is team player. 

Team Player- meaпs possessing the ability to vvork оп а team for а greateг 
ршроsе than oпeself. The attгibнte of team player means being depeпdable 

9 What is most interestiпg is tlщt Hippocrates, tl1e f'atl1er оГ Westeгп mе<іісіпе, l1elieve<J tl1at. 
bodily fluids regulate<i а persoп's t.empeгameпt. Не postulate<J that ап excess or deficieпcy оГ 
апу of Гоuг <iistiпct bodily fluids іп а person - kпоwп as Ішmшs - diгectly iпflueпces theiг 

tempcгamcпt апd l1calth. 
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and ІоуаІ . It means being а man who vюrks seltlessly with а sense of duty, 
апd respects otl1ers and recognizes diversity. 

The point being made here is, І fincl tl1at а good understanding of 
temperaments brings out your own best performance. Besides, successful SF 
sok1iers are what we саІІ ' plug and plays,' that is, they can fit in аІІ 

environтents and шаkе things work. А good introspective question to ask 
yoшself is : The longer І ат at а job, do things improve or get worse? lf they 
get worse, wl1y? FLІrtl1er, when we look back at tl1ese attributes as а whole, 
we are reтinded of the fact that withoLІt this foundation , one may neveг 
Іюре to Ье ап effective leader in any uп i t let alone the Special ~·огсеs 

Regiment. 

Thc Twelvc Lcadership Traits 

"Build те а son, О L.OI'(i, 11'170 и•і/1 Ье stгong enougf1 to knoи• }vhen f1e is ИІеаk, аті 

hІ'av·e enough /о /асе 11imselj'when І1е is afraicl. one who he pmud and unbending in 
honest ciefeat. аті l1umble and gentle in РісІоІу." -- МасАrtІшг. 

Haviпg discussed tl1e соттоп attributes еасІ1 Special Foгces soldier is to 
possess, vve шоvе оп to сопsіdег what а Іеаdег is. А leader is any one who 
Ьу viгtue of assurned role or assigned responsibility inspires and intluences 
реорІе to accomplish goals. SF Leaders motivate реорІе botl1 iпside апd 

outside the chain ot' coтmand to pLІrsue actions, focus tl1inking, and sl1ape 
decisions fог the gгeater good ofthe J{egiment, the Army, and the Nation. Іп 
this sense, everyman іп Special Forces is а leader - from the junior Eпgineer 
Sergeant on an ODA to the commanding general of the Regiment. 

General Patton опсе observe(1, "l,eadership is the thiпg that wins battles. J 
have it, l1ut І сап't define it." As we seek to define leadership, we move to 
(1iscuss the particulars of а leader's constitution - his mental, vol itional, шк1 
emotioпal foun(1atioп . What follows is а consideratioп of what amounts to 
Ье widely hek1 as the cl1ief virtues or traits of а leader, irrespective of паtіоп 
or time реrіщ1. I~'urtheг, these traits Ішvе Ьееп subdivided іпtо the three 
categoгies of purpose, dігесtіоп, and motivation - the Jea(1er· ' s mison d'etre. 

Міпd (Pнrpose) Smart- regarding the mind, we mean the seat of cognition, 
frorn which the tollowing six iпtellectual traits ar·e considered to Ье 

foremost: inte!!ect, imagination, jud,gment, initiati1;e, clecisi1'eness. and 
.flexibi!ity. 

1. lntellect (Capability) - This is the defiпing trait of а successfLІI leader. А 
man may make ttp for what he lacks in intellectLІal capacity Ьу strength and 
courage, bLІt not ifhe's to Ье an effective leader. А good leader must possess 
domaiп knowledge, that is, thoгoughly grasp аІІ the aspects ot' l1is 
pгofession. А high level of competeпcy commaпds гespect . Не mLІst 
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uпderstand what must Ье done, and how it is to Ье done. Leaders give us 
purpose. Purpose gives subordinates the reason to act in order to achieve а 
desired outcome. Leaders get us pointed in tl1e right direction апd get us 
moving. Fuгther, а leader is а planner. When а leader plans, he mнst have а 
definite purpose in view апd Ье readily аЬІе t.o commнnicate it to others. 
Further, а leader must understand his followers: their capabilities, strengths, 
weakпesses, and пeeds. 

For instance, MacArthuг was а brilliant strategist, whose commanding 
iпtellect апd foresight arguably remain unparalleled. What made MacArthur 
а superb leader was his ability to think critically, take in the big pictuгe, 
intellectualize an operational design , anticipate potential contingeпcies , апd 

theп direct his approach to а decisive result. Additionally, а leader lioesn 't 
have to kno\N everything. ln fact, it ' s especially commendable wheп а lealier 
alimits he doesп ' t. f'ог example, the visioпary OSS lealier Wlliam Doпovan, 
had the wisdom to sштound himselfwith ехсеІІепt subordiпate leaders. 

2. lmagination - Wl1ile knowledge and good chaгacter are imperative, Ьу 
themselves tl1ey are not епонgh witlюнt аррІісаtіоп. Imagination may Ье 
def'ined as applicatory kпowledge. It is flesl1iпg онt an idea, while 
tшderstanding the ramif'ications, as well as Гoreseeing the potential afTects 
involved to the action that will ГоІІоw . А Іеаdег is not eГfective uпless he 
can арр Іу kпowledge . Additionally, what а leadeг does is di1·ectly related to 
the influence he has on his men and what mнst Ье accomplished. Innovative 
leaders prevent complacency Ьу findiпg new ways to challenge subordiпates 
\'>' ith forward-looking approaches and ideas. 

For example, Dick Meadows, one of tl1e greatest warriors in Special 
Forces was ал exceptional leader who had а mind for actively fiпding пеv.' 
ways to improve old tactics. Further, to Ье innovatoгs , leaders Іеаrп to геІу 
on intuitioп, experience, knowledge, and iпput from sнbordinates . 

Innovative leaders rеіпГоrсе team building Ьу making everybody 
responsible tor, and stakeholders іп, tl1e innovation process. 

3. Jutlgment - Jнdgment is complemeпtary to decisiveпess. As Johп 

Gardner observes,"Judgment is tl1e ability to combine lшrd data, 
qнestionable data апd intнitive guesses to arrive at а conclusion that events 
prove to Ье correct." 10 That is, а leader considers potential second and third 
order of effects. Jнdgmeпt is а crit ical part of problem solving and decision 
making. 11 Additionally, good judgment includes the ability to size LІр 
subordinates , peers, апlі the enemy Гог strengths, weaknesses, and to create 

10 Gardner, Оп Lealieгsl1ip , 49. 
11 А fн11І1еr dimension to liecisioп пшkіпg (апаІуtісаІ and intuitive) ;viii Ье discнssed іл chapter 
6. 
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appropriate solutions and action. Judgrnent involves having skills >vith 
реорІе (socially astute). Leaders acqtiire sound judgmeпt skills through trial 
and erгor and Ьу vvatchiпg the ехрегіепсеs ot" others. 
А method of expaпding experience is self-development thгough reading 

biograpl1ies and autobiograpl1ies of the notable warriors of history; to Іеагп 
from theiг stJccesses and t"ailшes. As noted earlier, tl1e most instructive 
method of learniпg, is to recall the catastrophes of others. Thus, the histories 
of successfLII реорІе otfer ageless iпsights, wisdom, and methods tlшt might 
Ье aciaptable to the cшrent environmeпt or sitLІation. 

4. Initiative - This чнаІіtу of а Іеасіег ciemoпstrates а willingпess to get 
thiпgs cione. lt is taking ownership for а sitLiation, and ofteп, making 
ciecisioпs іп the absence of direction from SL!peгiors . Iпitiative reчuires 

сопfісіепсе іп опе's abilities, and is reciprocal to iпtellect апсі imagiпation. It" 
а leader cannot meпtally gгasp а situation апd coпsicier its poteпtial 

outcomes, he won 't look Гог or fїgше онt а betteг ог more еГfісіепt \vay to 
сіо something. Fшther, coпfldent апd iпitiative based leaders іпsріге 

confїdeпce іп others and eпcourage them to take iпitiative . 

СІ1ю·Іеs Martin observes, ''А mап who lacks initiative апd the seпse of 
respoпsibility сап plod aloпg іп the Ьеаtеп patl1 marked онt Гог l1im Ьу 
others, and keep іп the ГLits of· time-\varп ctistoms. Не l1esitates to 
uпderstaпci aпything \\'hich involves new апd Liпtold issLICS. Не is uпwilling 
to аssшпе respoпsibility." 12 Martin goes оп to relate, "А mап with iпitiative 
wІю has Ьееп tolci to take а message to the opposite Ьапk of а river, апсІ who 
fїпсіs а bгidge over whic\1 he expected to cгoss to Ье missiпg, will fiпd some 
otl1cr meaпs оГ gcttiпg acгoss; but he will deliver tl1e message." 13 

5. Decisiveness - All leacleгs have to Ье аЬІе to make decisioпs. This trait 
rечнігеs that one kлow wheп to make а decision апd when to wait t"ог а 
situation to develop turt11er. Decisiveпess reqнires judgmeпt and initiative. 
Decisiveпess is опе's ability to make а decision within а reasonable aпюunt 
ot"time. lпciecisive leadeгs are the scoнrge оt·апу нпіt. 

An exceptional example for bot\1 iпitiative апd ciecisiveness may Ье 

witnessed Ьу the actions of Major Geпeral Warreп at Little Rouпci Тор at 
the Battle оГ Gettysbнrg. Оп the secoпd day of the Battle of Gettysburg, July 
2, 1863, as Loпgstreet's attack developed, Warren, геасhіпg Little Roнnci 
Тор and finding it unoccupied, гecognizeci the immense tactical importance 
of the uшiefended positioп (the left flank о!' the Unioп Army), апd directed, 
оп his оwп iпitiative, tl1e brigade ofColoпel Stгoпg V iпcent to осснру itjList 
minнtes before it was attacked. 

"Ма1tіп, Winпiпg and Wеагіпg Shoukieг Stгaps, 29. 
I J Ibid, 29. 
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6. Flexibility (Adaptability) - This trait tends to higl1light tl1e leader' s 
constitution, in tlшt its preseпce will not only display the maiпtenance of' 
опе's composure in ап ambiguous апd austere environment but will result in 
an adjustment of one's thoLІgl1ts and actions to meet (ieveloping sitLJations as 
weJI. Donald Vandet·griff observes, decisioп-making is central to the United 
States Army leader. An At·my leader who is incapable of making а timely 
decision or uses poor judgment in l1is choices is а leader \.vho puts his 
mission and soldiers in jeopardy. 14 

Looking at another example from tl1e Battle of Gettysburg, а great 
example of а leader's ЛехіЬіІіtу may Ье seen in Colonel Clшmberlain ' s 
dec isioп оп 3 July, 1863. Oef'ending the Unioп left tlaпk. oLІt of 
апшшnіtіоn, and t'acing another enemy advance, Chamberlaiп gave the 
оr(іег fог the 20'h Maine to conduct а bayonet charge agaiпst Hood 's 
Alabama and Texas Regiments. The сІшгgе was successful апd prevente(i 
the left tlaпk of the Unioп Army t'гom Ьеіпg ovemш апd the Battle of 
GettysbLJгg to Ье lost. 

Will (Directioп) Strong - а man ' s \vill directs his activ ity and motivation 
supplics thc will to do what is necessary to accomplish а missioп. 1 5 It is 
arguably а leader' s center of' gravity. "Will is the chemistry of battle." 16 

Further, the wiiJ of the leadcr takes on а collective identity апd becomes the 
\viii of tl1e LІnit. In this regard, wheп Clausewitz statcs, ·'War is an act of 
vіоІепсс to compcl our opponcnt to fulfill our will," he mcans tl1e \viii of the 
leader; for it' s agaiпst the will of the enemy commaпdeг, that we as leaders 
pit our wil l. Regarding thc will, thc Гollowing tl1ree traits are deemcd 
foremost: determination, courage and perseverance. 

7. Determination - А leadcr provides direction, pгioritizes tasks, assigns 
respoпsibility and ensures sнbordinates understand the standard. А leader 
nшst Ье tully committed to his rnission and нnit goals dcspite obstaclcs. 
Deteгmination гelies LІpon paticnce and perseyerance. lt enablcs leaders to 
naYigate а pathway to success tl1roнgh the wгeckage of tailed plans and 
uпforeseeп catastrophes. 

One famotJs example оГ how а leader' s will saved an cntiгc unit is the 
Lost Battalion of World War І. А battalion of the 77'1' lnfantry Division 
consisting of nine companies commanded Ьу Major Charles Whittlesey 
became encircled Ьу Geпnan forces. Having one day' s гation per man, the 
Cost Battalion with 700 men, doggedly held their gгoнnd for six days, 
(iispite relentless arti ІІегу, greпade апd macl1iпeguп barrages, арраІІіпg 

14 Vandergriff, Ho1v to Create Adaptive Lea(Jeгs НашіЬооk, 7. 
15 ГМ 6-22 l.eatfeІ·silip, 1-2. 
16 Malone, Small Uпit Leadeгship: А Commonsense Арргоасh, 29. 
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casнalties, \ack of wateг, and finally no atnmunition. Cal\ed upon to 
surrenc\er on І1Utneгous occasions, tl1e indomitab\e Major Whittlesey 
refнsed , and on October 7, 1918, an Allied relief force Ьгоkе thгoug\1 . 17 

8. Countge - As we have sееп , courage is acting on one ' s оwп conYictions 
despite the coпsequeпces, and iпvolves both а physica\ and nюral 

dimension. Physical courage requires overcoming fears of bodily haгm and 
Joiпg one 's tiLІty . Сошаgе involves takiпg risks in combat іп spite of the 
fear of woнпds or even cieath . According to Marshal de Saxe, сошаgе is the 
first of а\ І qualities іп а leatier, and іп Clausewitz's estimation, Ьесанsе war 
is tl1e ргоvіпсе of сіапgег, "Сошаgе above аІІ things is tl1e first qLІality of а 
warrioг." 

F'amoнs examples of exemporary courage аЬонnсі. Опе is that of Seгgeaпt 
York. ln f'rance ciшing World War І , Уогk defencied his sчнаd against 
overwhelming Geгman macl1iпeguп fire . Unciauпted, wit\1 expert 
marksmaпsl1ip , York calmly and systematically eliminated tweпty-fїve 

enemy thгeats , puttiпg thirty-fїvc Cierшan machincgнns out of action . Не 

then procceded with l1is seven men, to marcl1 132 Gcm1aп prisoпcrs back to 
thc Americaп lincs. WІю сап match an іпsрігсd marksmaп who bclicves tlшt 
Goci is with l1im? 
Сошаgе a\so involves risk takiпg . Regarciiпg the lives of опе ' s mсп , 

coнrage and aнdacity should Ье tcmpered with рrнсіепсе. Dave Grosstnan 
observes, "The responsibilities of а combat leacier represent а remarkable 
paradox. То Ье tгнІу gooti at what he does, І1е mнst love l1is теп anci Ье 
bonded to them wit\1 powerfнl links of' пшtна\ responsibility апсІ aП'ection. 
Апd theп l1e mнst ultimately Ье williпg to give tl1e orders that may kill 
them." 18 

Additionally, сошаgе involves taking responsibility , not only for your 
own mistakes, Ьнt also for the failнres of the нп it у он lead . Сошаgе is being 
straight wit\1 реорІе and ascertiYe when necessary, especially your boss. 
Every leader wants to please his commanding otficer, Ьнt coнrage means 
disagreeing with hitn when he is wrong. То add а further dimeпsion, mогаІ 
сошаgе is tl1e williпgness to stand fiпn on valнes , principles, апd 

convictions. lt enables all leaciers to stand нр for what they believe is rigl1t, 
regarciless of the conseqнences . Leaders, who take fнІІ responsibility for 
their decisions and actions, even when things go wrong, display шоrаІ 
coнrage. 

17 lлfantгy in Battle, 407-411 . Seveп men. iпclulling Маjог Wl1ittlesey, \Vеге a\vaгded tl1e 
Congressioлal Mellal of Нопог fo1· t.l1eir actioпs. 
" Dave G1·ossmaп , Оп Killiпg, 89. 
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9. Perseverance (Energy) As we've said, регsеvегапсе may best Ье 
uпderstood as а physical and шental resolve - а шotivation whicl1 doesn't 
quit despite obstacles and fai1uгe. А leader's епегgу is his drive that sustains 
hіш as he execнtes his dнty. Весанsе perseverance preserves the other traits 
Ьу sнstaiпing enюtioпal hea1th and conceptнal abilities under prolonged 
stress, not to mentioп the fact that 1eaders repгesent their нпіt as well as the 
Army and Nation, а high 1eve1 of physical fitness should always Ье 

шaintaiпed. 

А great example ofperseverance is the leadership of Fie1d Marsha1 Arthнr 
Wellesley, the Пнkе of Wellington. His distingнisl1ed career of leatiing men 
in сошЬаt tгaпsversed thirty battlefields, cнlmiпating ін his tiefeat of wІю 
\vas arguably history's ablest gепегаІ - Napoleon. Jо1ш Keegan observes, 
Wellington ''t·isketi ішіееd а mental and emotional overload which 
common1y broLІght lesser cotшnaпders to breakdown." 19 

Emotion (Motivatioп) Socially Astute - That aspect of а leader which 
inspires ot11ers to follow l1im is the emotivc facнlty. Regardiпg а leader's 
emotioпal f'oLІndation, the following thrce traits are deemed f()remost: 
tenacity, sefj~contro!, and ргеsепсе. 

10. Tenacity (Re.silience) - Тепасіtу is commнnicable pcrsevcraпce. This 
positive enюtional attribнte shows а lcader's tendency to recover qнickly 
trom operational setbacks апd t'ailures, as wel1 as persona1 іпjнrу апd stress, 
wl1ile remainiпg mission Jocнscd. Тепасіtу is поt haviпg the strcngth to go 
оп; it's goiпg оп \Vl1eп уон doп't l1avc the stтeпgth. It is goiпg оп because of' 
the mission апd уоuг тсп. Wlшt has madc tl1c great leadcrs оГ thc past 
'grcat' was what Pete Blaber referrccl to as the mission, men, аті те 
conccpt. А l1istorical caricatшc of this attribнtc can Ье secn Ьу В Company, 
24'1' Rcgiment of Foot.'s stalwart dcfensc of Roark's Drift оп 19 Jаnнагу, 
1879. Following tl1e clestruction ot' the bu1k ot' the Britis11 241h Regiшent ot' 
Foot at Isaпdlwaпa а day ргіоr, Lieнt.enants Chard and Bromhead \vit11 120 
mеп faced а torce of somc 10,000 Zнlus апd нsіпg superior tactics, 
weaponry, Ьнt аЬоуе all tcnacity, successfн11y avoided annihi1atioп. 
А more recent cxample is tlшt ot' Master Sergeaпt Roy BeпaYidez, whose 

tenacioнs асtіоп іл the face of insнrmoнпtable odds at Loc Ninh saved the 
lives of eight of his comradcs. Апd who could forget thc iпdomitable spirit 
of7 11' Groнp's ОПА-726 at Nam Попg, who, together with а CIDG force ot' 
some 400 indigenous soldiers, dogged1y defeлded their border camp agaiпst 
а motivateti апd determiлeti battalion of Viet Сопg, and likewise aYoided 
annil1ilatioп. 

~'' Кееgап, Tf1e Mask ofCommand, 162. 

225 



Chapter 5 Leadership 

11. Se(f~Control - is esseпtial іп exercising leadersl1ip. Selt'-coпtrol is the 
power of self-гestгaiпt . lts corollaгies are mil itary bearing, tact and 
especially hшnility and seltless service. Self-control may Ье understood as а 
leader' s center of gravity (COG). А man who would wisely govern otheгs 
must Ье аЬІе to govern himself. Charles Martin observes, а leader "wІю 
cannot control his enюtions of anger, excitement, etc. , or who is swayed Ьу 
his impulses of vanity, egotism, ambition, or personal prejudices, cannot 
obtain the best results from others, rюг give l1is оwп best seгvice to the 
caLrse."20 In short, а leader without self-control loses the сопfіdепсе of those 
І1е leads. 

Self-coпtro l is поt mere Stoic behavioral maintenaпce wh ich is apathetic, 
it' s the avoiliance of emotional excess. Cealiership is all about ЬаІапсе. Іп а 
ргасtісаІ seпse, self-control is controlliпg your voice апd gestures so tlшt 
extremes of emotion don ' t show in уонr actioпs , except at times уон 

caгefully сІюоsе. 21 Somethiпg every sнccessfнl Іеаdег comes to нпdегstапd 
is, у он lion ' t get worked нр about what you сап 't control . Ап eпduriпg 
insigl1t regaгding this comes to нs fгom Viktor Fгankl: forces beyond онr 
control сап take everything away from нs accept онr treeliom to choose tl1e 
maпncr іп which wc will respond to tl1e sitнatioп . 22 

/2. Presence - Preseпcc is not jнst а mattcr of thc lcader showiпg up, it 
iпvolvcs thc irnagc that the leader projects. Its csscпce is projecting а 

cornmaпdiпg ргсsспсс and а pгofessioпal image of aнthority . Іп shoгt, 

pгescncc is thc manпcr in whic\1 а leader carries hirnsclt'. For example, it 
was said tlшt thc comrnaпdiпg preseпce ot' NароІеоп оп tl1e ticld ot' battle 
was worth 40,000 mсп. More than апу other trait, the capacity to rnotivate 
people to action, is thc essence of leadeгship. Апd Гог а leader to Ье 

etтective, І1е mнst Ьс selt'-rnotivated, as аІІ Special Foгces soldicrs shoнld Ье. 
And corшnunication is tl1e prirnary iпstrнment . 

lnspiгiпg otheгs reqнires etfectively comпшnicating with them. lt meaпs 
being out front and leadiпg Ьу example. lt also iпvolves moviпg to wl1ere 
duties are pertoгmed so the leader may have firsthand know ledge ot' the real 
conditions his теп аге t'aciпg. А good leader пever asks his sнbordinates to 
do anything they woнldn't do theшselves. Besides, there is по greater 
inspiration than leaders who rонtіпеІу share in team hardships and dangers. 
Describiпg tl1e manпer in which а leader's preseпce inspires his mеп, Erwin 
Rommel observes, "All the young t'aces radiated joy, animatioп , апd 

anticipation. Is there aпything finer than marching against an епеmу at the 

10 Martiп, Wіппіпg апd Weariпg Slюнlder Straps, 57. 
" МаІопе, Small Uпit Lealieгsl1ip: А Соттопsепsе АрргоасІ1 , 37. 
" Sec Viktor ГгапkІ, Man ' s SеагсІ1 for Meaнing. 
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head of sucl1 soldiers?"23 

And when one thinks ofpreseпce as а Jeader's ability to rally а cause, опе 
imrnediately thiпks of Civil War General Jackson at the First Battle of Bull 
Run in 1861. As the thinлing Confederate line collapsed, General Barnard 
Вее used Jackson's newly arrived brigade as an anchor. Pointing to Jackson, 
Вее slюuted, "There staпds Jacksoп like а stone wa!J! Rally behind the 
Virginians!" Jacksoп's presence rallied an entire army, which led to а 

Coпfederate victory. 
Another critical compoпent of preseпce is composure, that is, а Jeader's 

commaпd over his own emotions. In Liddel\ Hart's estimation, 

The тога! equilibriшn of the man is tгemendously affected Ьу an outward calmness 
оп the рагt of tl1e leader. The soldier's nerves, taнt fi·om anxiety of wlшt lies ahead, 
wil l Ье sootl1ed and healed ifthc Іеаdсг scts an examplc ofcoolness. Bcwildeгcd Ьу 
thc noise and confнsion of battlc, the man feels instiпctively that tl1e situatioп cannot 
Ье so daпgcгous as it appcars if he sccs that his lcadcr rcmaiпs uпa1'tcctcd, tl1at l1is 
orders are given clearly апd del ibeгately, апd that l1is tactics show decisioп апd 
judgmcпt . .. But ifthe lcader rcveals l1imsclfirresolute and coпfused, tІ1сп, mоге еvсп 
than if he sho\vs persoпal fеаг, the infection spreads iпstantly to his mеп . 24 

Presence is а critical attribute that leaders necd to uпdcrstaпd, for it's the 
manпer іп which а lcader projects selt'-coпtideпcc and certaiпty іп tl1e uпit's 
ability to succeed in whatevcr it does. Part of Pattoп's instructioпs t'or his 
commaпders iпcluded: "Your primary missioп as а lcader is to see with your 
оwп eyes and Ье sееп Ьу your troops wl1ile engaged іп persoпal 

rесоппаіssапсе." Further, he stateti, issuiпg ап order is worth опІу аЬонt І О 

pcrceпt. The remaiпiпg 90 perccпt consists іп assuгing proper апd vigorous 
execution. 25 

Situatioпal Leadership 

The traits necessary in а leader are directly proportioпate to the sitнation 
апd the пature ot· those being led. Situational Leadership is based оп the 
premise tlщt there is not just one style of leadership. Traditionally, tl1ere are 
five styles: directing, participating, delegating, tгansformational, and 
tmnsactional. 16 

The directing style is leader-ceпtered. Leadcrs вsс this style to give 
detailed instructions to sвbordinates, without input, and theп closely 
supervise its execution. how, when, and where they waлt а task perfoпned. 

23 Rommel , Jпfantгy Attacks, 4. 
24 !пfantry іп Battle: l"гom Somalia to tl1e Global Wаг оп Теггогіsm, І. 
25 СоплеІІу, Оп Wаг апd Leadeгsl1 ір , І :2 7. 
26 1'М :22-100,3-16. 
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This style is аррюргіаtе wheп there is iпadeqнate time to ехрlаіп 

everything, that is, in раrtіснІаг combat sitнations, or when workiпg with 
іnехрегіепсеd soldiers. ТІ1е ршt icipating style ceпters оп botl1 the leader 
and the sнbordiпates. Leaders actively ask for іпрLІt, information, апd 

recomшendations, Ьнt make tl1e final decision. This style is especially 
appropriate for leaders w/ю Ішvе time for sнch consнltations or who агс 
dealing with experieпced sнbordinates. 

The delegating sty!e involves giving sнboгdinates tl1e aнthoгity to solve 
pгoblems on their оwп. Tl1is арргоасh is нsed wheп leading matшe and 
expeгienced sнboгdinates. Ceaders mнst still provide clear gнidance and 
ршроsе. As always, tl1e leatier is нltimately respoпsible fог \vlшt tioes or 
does not happen, Ьнt in the tielegatiпg leadership style, tl1e leader holds 
subordiпate leaders accouпtable for tl1eir actions. Tl1e followiпg two 
leadeгship styles are developmeпtal in пature: transfшmational апd 

tгansuctional styles. 
Tt1e tl'(msj'ormationul style empl1asizes iпdividual growth (bott1 

pгofcssioпal and persoпal). f:or it to work, thc leadcr must empov.rer апd 
motivate his subordinate(s). The traпsГoгmatioпal stylc allows you to take 
advaпtagc of tl1e skills and kпovvledge of' expericпccd sнbonliпates who may 
have bettcr ideas on how to accomplisl1 а missioп. Tl1c last style, 
Transactional, is ап cff'ective way to motivatc soldiers to work Ьу oПcring 
rewards or threatcning puпishmeпts. This арргоасІ1 is used in most seгvicc 
schools, апd is опlу uscfiІl іп attaiпiпg short-term goals. lt slюuld Ье used 
spariпgly, as it has а tепdспсу of' creating an adverse leadcr-follower 
cnviroпmeпt. Іп short, competcпt leaders assess the sitнatioп, task, апd 

assess the pcople involved in ordcr to arrive at а particнlar style to employ 
to meet tl1c goal. The most ctTcctive leaders соmЬіпе teclшiqнcs from aiJ of' 
the tїvc leadership stylcs to tїt tl1c sitнatioп. 

Ot'ficer І NCO Professional Relationship 

For ап organizatioп to cxccl, ofticcгs and Iюп-commissioпcd ot'ficcrs 
(NCOs) mнst нnderstand the ргореr profcssioпal rclationship. 
Commissioпed officcrs are the only persoпs able to act as а commaпdiпg 
ofticer of а militaгy нnit. This is Ьссанsе officeгs deгivc their aнthority from 
the Pгesideпt of the Uпitcd States. Uпder US law, officcrs are responsible 
for all of the men, eqнipment, and missions assigned to them. NCOs are 
placed in positions of authority, and have control ог charge rather than 
command. In slюгt, of'tїccгs arc in comman(i and NCOs ш·с in charge. 

Of'tїcers give orticгs and NCOs cпforce tlюse ortieгs, implementing them 
amoпg the eпlistcti ranks, and сштуіng them out to the best of their ability. 
Ad(iitioпally, NCOs are respoпsible fог advisiпg tl1e officer оп making the 
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best decisions. NCOs шust пever loose sight of who is іп сошшаnd and 
пever coпfuse being іп charge with Ьеіпg іп comшand. Siшilarly, otficers 
шust accept and respect the tact that NCOs are in cl1arge of ішрІешепtіng 
orders and intent. NCOs vvho fail to understand this paradigш resist an 
officer trying to take сошшаnd, interpreting it as trying to Ье in charge. 
Conversely, sоше officers try to take charge instead of coшшanding. 
Exceptional units are the ones who are lead Ьу office1·s and NCOs who 
нnderstand this pгofessional relationship and work together to achieve 
decisive action. Finally, all leaders, both officers and NCOs would do \vell 
to гешешЬеr Patton's leadership ахіош: "Tell реорІе wl1at to tlo Ьнt поt how 
to do it." 

Principles of Leadership 

"f!f1 е had sІшер, dт-ive cattle, 1ve /ead people. Lead те . .fo/loн' те, ог get out о/ ту 
way. ··- Patton 

ТІ1е following eleveп principles of leadership are basic gtJidelines for 
what а leader шнst do. They аррІу at аІІ Ievels and epitoшize t.he successfui 
Special Forces leader: 

І. Ве teclmically and tactically proficient- Effective SF leatiers are sшart. 
They поt only possess dотаіп kпowledge of their field of expertise апd thcir 
own duties and гesponsibilities Ьнt tl1ey kпO\v those of their tеаш as wcll. 
Уоuг proficiency will еаrп thc respect of уош tеаш. Additioпally, SF 
leadeгs шнst understaпd how l)est to ешрІоу the equipшent and weaponry of 
their tеаш іп order to achieve success. 

2. Know yourse/f and seek se/f-improvement - Ап efJective SF leader is 
stгong. Не evaluates his stгeпgths and weaknesses in light of tl1e Special 
Forces attriЬнtes. Ап ассшаtе апd clear uпderstaпtiiпg of yoшself and а 
compІ·ehension of groнp Ьehavior will help уон cietcrmine the Ьest way to 
deal with апу given sitнatioп. What you vаІне exerts influeпce on your 
Ьehavior so that it Ьесошеs уош character. 

3. Seek responsibility аті take respomibility for your actiom and 
decisions ·- Actively seek out challengiпg assignшeпts tor your professional 
developшent. Seeking responsibilities also шeans taking гesponsibility for 
your actions. Уон are гesponsible for all your нnit does or fails to do. Ве 
willing to accept justified апd constructive criticisш. As iion sharpens iron, 
so does а шаn sІшrреп the countenance of his friend . 

4. Кпоw your теп аті look out jor tlteir we/1-beiпg - Leaders mнst know 
and нnclerstaпd those being led. When your шеn trust уон, they will 
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vvillingly work to accomplish any mission. Successfu] SF leaders know their 
team апd how they react to ditTerent situations. Tl1is knowledge can save 
Jives . Kno\vledge ofyour team's persoпalities will епаЬІе you, as the ІеасІег, 
to decide how best to employ each man. 

5. Кеер your men iІ~{ormetl- Tl1e members of your team expect to Ье kept 
iпformed, алd \VI1en possible have the reasoпs behind the requirements апd 
decisioпs explained to them. Your team will perform better and, if 
knowledgeable of tl1e situation, сап carry on without уоuг personal 
supeгvision. Pгoviding iпfoпnation inspires initiative. 

6. Set tl1e example - No aspect of leadership is more po\verful. Set the 
staпdards for уош team Ьу personal example. The men of уоuг teшn а]] 

watch your арреагапсе, attitude, physical fitпess апd persoпal example. lf 
your persoпal standartis are l1igh, then уоLІ can гightfLІIIy demand tl1e same 
оГ уош team. Your peгsonal example a/Tects the team more than any anюuпt 
of· iпstrLІction or fonn of discipliпe. 

7. ,Hake sоюиІ ат/ timely decisioш -- Leaders must Ье able to reason LІnder 
the most critical conditioпs. Rapidly estimate а sitLІation and make а soLІпd 
decision based on that estimation. Tl1ere's no room Jог relнctance to make а 
decisioп. Апd MacArthuг remiпds us to "never give an ordeг tl1at сап't Ье 
obeyed." Likewise, а team respects the leader wlю corrects mistakes 
immetiiately. 

8. Ви іМ а team ·- An eПective SF Іеаlіег is socially astute, and нпderstands 
that опе must train your team with а ршроsе але! emphasize tl1e esseпtial 
elemeпts of teamwork and realism. SF leaders foster а team spirit tlшt 

motivates team membeгs to work with coпtldence апd competence. Eпsure 
уош team members know theiг positions апd responsibilities within tl1e 
team tramework. 

9. Ensure each task is undel'stood, supervisetl, and accomplis!Іed- Team 
members ШlІSt know tl1e staпdaгd. Communicate yoLІr instructions in а clear, 
concise manner, and allo\v уош men а сhапсе to ask questioпs. Check 
progress perioliically to confirm tl1e assigпed task is properly accomplished. 
This allo\vs your team to know уоLІ are сопсеrпеd аЬонt mission 
accomplishment as \vell as them. 

10. Develop а sense of responsibility in your subou/inates - Show your 
team you are iпterested іп their welfare L1y giviпg them tl1e opportLІnity for 
professioпal lievelopmeпt . Assigпing tasks апlі delegating authority 
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pmшotes шutual сопtіdепсе апd respect bet\veeп the leadeг апd the tеаш. 
The key elernent of trust, the fundarnental bedrock in the relationship 
betweeп the leader and the led, is fosteгed in this wау.П 

11. Employ your team in accordauce ІVitlt its capabilities - Successful 
cornpletion of а task depeпds upon ho>v well you know уош teaш's 
capabilities. Seek онt challenging tasks for your tеаш tlшt they are not only 
prepared for, but have the ability to successfully coшplete the mission as 
well. 

One of the strongest attribut.es of an effective leader is l1is ability to assess 
the circшnstances СО\тесtІу and then act appropriately, іп апу giveп 

sitнation. Meшoriziпg teшplates and reciting doctrine caпnot take the place 
of the individнal ' s ability to tl1iпk clearly, act decisively, and influence the 
figllt at the decisive point. Tl1is ability is critical іп accoшplishing the 
mission, while taking care of our шost precious resource: the soldier.28 

Coпclusion 

The fшкiamental eleшent of' сошЬаt po\ver is leadership. Іп Patton's 
estiшation, "It шау \vcll t1c that the greatest lcaders have possessed sнperio1· 
intellects, шау have Ьееп tl1iпkeгs; Ьнt this was поt their dominant 
characteгistic. They owed tІ1еіг success t.o іпdошіtаЬІе wills and tremcndous 
eпergy іп executioп and achieved their initial hold upon the hearts of tl1eir 
troops Ьу acts of deшoпstrated valor."29 Lookiпg back at this chapteг шкі 
cvaluating our оwп leadership, how \vell do we staпd up? Here are sоше 
investigative чнestions we шау нsе to evaluate онr О\VП leadeгship: 

І. Are you able to use the ideas of otl1ers? 
2. Can уон accept сгіtісіsш ofyour decisioп(s) witlюнt takiпg offense? 
З. Do you depend on tl1e praise of' otl1ers to keep you going? 
4. Can yoLl hold steady іп the face of disapproval апd еvеп temporary loss of 
contidence? 
5. The loпger you lead, do things iшprove or get woгse? 
б. Сап уон aпticipate how уонr woгds will Ье received? 
7. Сап you forgive? Do you пurse гeseпtmeпts? 
8. Do уон criticize or епсонrаgе? 
9. Сап уон admit it when someone else's view is better? 
І О. Do уон make excuses tor уош failнres? 

27 КоІеп<і~. l.eadership: Тl1е W~ггіог's Агt, ххі і . 
" l пfaпtry іп Battle 2005, 2! . 
2'' В Іuтепsоп, The Pattoп Рарсгs. Vol. l, 8!7 -818. 
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"/n Іactics, the mosl impo1·tant thing is 1101 whe1l1er you go le.fi ог гight, hul "И:hу you 
go leji ог гighl ... ·- А. М. GІ·ау 

All Special J~oгces soldiers are tacticians. As tacticians ош goal is to think 
Ш)(і act faster tl1an oLtr opponent in order to achieve а decisive resLІlt. То 

begin we need to defiпe tactics. This is one of tl1e most used yet least 
нnderstood words in оuг Агту vocabulary. Tactics range froш the metlюds 
we нsе to wіп eпgagements and battles to the approaches we LІSe to sustaiп 
troops, control crowds, coпduct stability operations or provide hшnanitariaп 
aid . 

Tactics агс: ( 1) the ешрІоушепt ot' units іп comL1at ; апd (2) the ordered 
aгrangemeпt апd maпeLІver ofнnits іп relatioп to eacl1 other or to the епету 
to нtilize tl1eir t'LІll potential (FM 1-02). The pLІrpose of this chapter is to Іау 
а fouпdational LІпderstaпdiпg ot' tactics, апd iпtrodLІce several key tactical 
coпcepts and ideas, with а goal ot' achieving decisive resнlts іп battle. This 
chapter will discLІss the tollowiпg: 

І. Tl1e Tactical Level of'War. 
2. The Art апd Science ofTactics . 
З. Missioп Сотшапd. 

4. Tactical Decisioп Making. 
5. Tactical SLІccess. 
6. Decisive Асtіоп. 
7. Offeпsive Operatioпs. 
8. Defeпsive Operatioпs. 

Thc Tactical Level of War - Tactics is the employment апd ordeгed 

a.rrangeшent of шaпeLtver units іп relatioп to each other, which iпclLІdes the 
нsе of firepower апd maпeLІver. Іп this sense, tactics is the oгchestratioп of 
mеп апd weaponry in order to сопdнсt а direct exchange of violence at the 
decisive шоmепt апd at tl1e decisive роіпt оп the fielci of battle. Tactics 
aпswers the questioп of how L1est to employ men and weaponry. I~uгther, 

tactics is the integratioп of diffeгeпt arms апd the immediate exploitatioп of 
success to (Jefeat the enemy, as well as the sнstainment of forces during 
combat. 

The tactical level of war is the level at whicl1 Ьattles and eпga.gements are 
planned and execLІted. А battle consists of а set of related engagemeпts tlшt 
last longer and iпvolves larger forces tІ1ап ап engagement. Апd ап 

en,gagement is а small, tactical еоn Л ict betweeп opposiпg maпeLІver forces, 
whicl1 are usнally condнcted Ьу lower echelon fot·ces, і.е. at the brigade 
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level and below. Engagements are typically slюrt, апd are executed in terms 
ot' minutes, hours, or days. 1 The strategic and opeгational levels provide the 
context f'or tactical operations. Without this context, tactical operations are 
reduced to а series of' discoпnected and unf'ocused actions. Combat at the 
tactical level of' war is characterized Ьу tough, brutal, and despeгate 

engagements. 

The Science and Art of Tactics - А leader carmot rely on а book to solve 
tactical problems. As tacticians, we must understaпd апd master the art and 
science of' tactics. This is imperative if we are ever· going to attain ош· stated 
goal - to t!?ink and act jaster tІщп оиг opponent in 0/'сІег to achieve decisive 
І'e.mlts. As we delve into this subject, we first move to discuss the science of 
tactics, f'ollowed Ьу the relationship betweeп techniques апd procedures, 
theп the art of tactics. 

Т11е Science of Tactics -- As we've obseгved, war is botl1 an art апd sсіепсе . 

So is tactics. The sсіепсе of tactics lies іп the techпical application of' 
combat power. Jt comprises the sнm total оГ all relevaпt tactical 
employmeпts, techniqнes, апd pгocedures (TTPs) that сап Ье systematized. 
Іп oгder fог the tacticiaп to master the sсіепсе of'tactics, he must uщierstaпd 
how tenain, time, :;расе, and weatl1eг afTect tl1e fіге апd maneuver of' his 
torce. 2 

Without rпastery of' basic warfighting skills, artistry апd creativity іп tl1eir 
application are impossible. 3 However, as we've obscrved, \Var is ап 
іпtспsеІу hшnап activity, theref'ore the solнtion to tactical problems caпnot 
Ьс reduced to а mere f'ormнla. While tactical doctriпe may Ье dcrivcd l1y 
scientific methods, it shoнld nevcr become dogma, апd its application 
should ncver Ье automatic but shoнld always require caref'нl adaptation and 
consideгation. 4 Likewise, in tactics, lack of' sсіепсе, leads to cl1aos in art. 5 

Teclmiques and Procedures --- The tactical f'ormations we use today are less 
defined as distaпccs betweeп elemeпts l1ave іпсгеаsсd, complicatiпg 

command апd control. War is more fluid as а resнlt ot'technology. Incгeased 
weapons lethality, communicatioпs raпge, and tactical mobility cause LІS to 
disperse forces over greatcr distaпces. 

І f'M 3-Q, 6-]4. 
' Т11еsе p!1ysica! and spatial constraints mнst Ье coпsidered in order to пшхІmІzе the 
effectiveпess of' t!Іе weapon systems that are Ьеіпg emp!oyed. Hence, the eftects оУ fi1·e must Ье 
exp loited Ьу maneuveг. 
3 MCDP !-3 , Tactics, 4. 
' МАJ Понg!ну, Т!1е Агt an(J Science of Tactics, Parameteгs, Jошла! of tl1e US Army Wаг 
Co!lege, Vo! V!l, No 3, 43. 
5 l'uller, The !''oнndatioпs oft!1e Sсіепсе of War, 32. 
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ТІ1е ever improving capabilities of moderп wеаропгу aside, tl1e sнccess of 
а tactician remaiпs dependent upon а variety ot' factoгs which caпnot Ье 
ordeгed or appгoached stтictly as if' wаг were а tесІшісаІ trade. Recalliпg 
tl1at doctrine consists of fнndamental pгinciples , TTPs pгovide a(Jditional 
detail , and тоге specifїc guidance based оп collective ехрегіеnсе. 

TeclmieJиes ше jlexib!e methods that suggest а WОІ', поt the оп/у >vay to 
petfшm tasks, juпctioпs, ot' missions. ТІ1е success of any given teclш iqнe 

will vary Ьу sitllatioп. Thнs it's іпсuтЬепt нроп tacticiaпs to Ье jнdicial in 
tl1eir selection oftechniqнes to employ. 
Оп the otha hand, procedures Ql·e standanli:ed, detai!ed steps 1vhich 

presaibe how а giІ-'en task is to Ье pшji:Jt"mecl. 1:or example, the 9-Iine 
medical evacuation (MEOEV АС) is а proceduгe that is нseti to саІІ for 
medical assistaпce. Cikewise, the саІІ for fire ratiio procetiшe is нseti for fіІ'е 
suppoгt. Procedшes аге нsнally based оп specific types of ецн іртепt, апd 

попnаІІу гецніге а set pгocetiuгal oгtier of exccнtion fог succcss гegaгtiless 
оГ the sitнatioп. The роіпt l1e iпg made hеге is, as tactics iпcludes the 
tесІшісаІ аррІісаtіоп оГ combat power, wl1icl1 consists оГ teclшiques апtі 
pгocetiuгes Гог accomplis!Іing sресііїс tasks, we should however, avoid the 
oft repeate(J mistake of' coni'нs iпg а tесІшічне Гог а ргосеdше ог vice-versa. 

П1е Art ofTactics - The агt. oftactics геІіеs нроп iпtuitioп, ability, and skill. 
Beyond mеге knovvledge ot' doctriпe, the skill of' the tacticiaп is tempered 
throнgh experience. The word 'tactic' comes to нs from the Greek taktike -
meaniпg 'art оГ aгrangemeпt,' ТІ1е art of' tactics lies in hm11 wc crcativcly 
аррІу military f'orce іп а givcn sitнatioп . 

Tactics ans,vers the CJLІestion of' how bcst to ticploy and cmploy men апd 
weapoпry. QtJestions such as: When shoulti we attack the епеmу, апd wl1ich 
foпn ot' maпeLJver should we use? Where slюulti we ambнsh him? Or, how 
шау we use speed апtі momeпtшn to acl1ieve а decisive advaпtage? Аге 
aпswered Ьу tl1e art of tactics. There are tl1ree aspects to the art of tactics 
that defiпe а competeпt tacticiaп : 

• Creative anti flexible application of doctriпe, pri пciples, апd tactics -
еасІ1 tactical problem is нnique, 

• Decision making LІnder coпditioпs of tianger, LІпcertaiпty, physical 
exertioп, апd сhапсе ( climate of wаг) in а time-coпstraiпed 

eпviroпmeпt; where time апd space are the dominant factors. 
• Ап uпdeгstaшiing of the human dimension. Sнccess depends as mнch 

on the hшnan dimensioп of combat as it does nшnerical and 
technological supeгiority , 
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The tactician' s experience, gained throнgh varioнs circшnstances, serves 
as а type of matгix for his mastery of the art of tactics. The tactician relies 
оп his decisioп making capability апd kлowledge ot' doctriпe (Figш·e 6-1 ) . 

І 
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Science of" Tactics І ,/1/t\\\ І Art of Tactics 
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As we 've seen, doctrine is а codification оГ principles which gнides the 
tacticiaп іп l1is tacticaJ employmeпt, giviпg l1im а frame of геfегепсе . 

However, because tactics аге also ап art, intнitioп, innovatioп, agility (both 
mental апd physical), апd initiative is reчuired to achieve decisive гesн l ts . 

These concepts we will have to develop fнrther. At this роіпt we move to 
discuss the Army's preferred command and control pl1ilosophy - missioп 

command. 

Mission Command - Mission commaпd, is the waгfigl1ting fнпсtіоп that 
sнpports coІшnanders as they exercise autlюrity and direction. 6 lt's essential 
to the effective coпduct of' operations. Commanders use mission orders to 
assign tasks, allocate resources, апd issue broad gнidance. 7 Mission опІегs 
ше di1·ectives tl1at emphasize Іо subm·dinates the t·esults to Ье attained, not 
hои' they аге to achieve them (ADP 6-0). Mission command tгaces its roots 
back to the Gеrшап concept ot' Aцtiragstaktik, which translates rougl1ly to 
m issioп-type tactics. 8 

6 Fог more оп the \Vaгfightiпg !1tnctioпs (WFF) see Chapter 7. 
7 Mission commaнd replaces tl1e Агmу (ioctrinal t.erm comn1an(i аші contгol. ТІ1е fопnег 
commaпd Ш1(f contt·ol \'laгfiglнiпg functioп is now called the missioп соІш11ШІtі wп· . 

N Attftгagstakt.ik held аІІ German commissioned and пoпcommissioпe(i officers (itJty-botJnti to 
do whatever tl1c sitliatioп гсqнігеd, as tl1ey pet·soпally sa\v it. Understand i пg апd acl1ieving tl1e 
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Missioп orders seek to шахішіzе individual initiative, wl1ile relying оп 
lateral coordination between uпits апd vertical coordination up and down the 
сhаіп of' сопнnапd . Mission orders provide subordinates the maximшn 
f'reedom of' асtіоп in deteпniпing lюw to best accomplish their assigned 
missions. 

The mission command philosophy helps comшanders counter· the 
uncertainty of' operations Ьу redlJcing the amoнnt of' certainty needed to act. 
This p!1ilosophy enables the rapid bнilding of' nюmentнm Ьу allowiпg the 
commaпder to see апd нnderstand the situation so qнickly that strbordinates 
can act before the enemy f'orces can react to the initial situation. 9 

Commaшieгs нnderstand tlшt some decisions mнst Ье made qнickly and are 
betteг made at the point of' асtіоп. 

Missioп commaпd is based оп mtrtнal trtrst апd а shared нпderstandiпg 
апd purpose between commanders аrкі sнbordinates. lt reqнires every 
soldier to Ье prepared to assшne respoпsibility, mаіпtаіп нnity of' eff'ort, take 
prнdent action, апd act resoнrcefully within the commander's inteпt. 10 
Missioп corшnand consists of': 

• Commander's iпtent. 
• Subordiпate's initiative. 
• Mission ordeгs . 

• Resoнrce allocation. 

The commaпder' s intent provides the direction and gнidance required to 
f'oc\Js the activities оп the achievement of' tl1e main objective. Сошmапdегs 
f'нrther set priorities, allocate resources, and іпtlнепсе the sitнatioп. Іп order 
f'or missioп type orders to work, sнboгdiпates mнst have iпitiative. For а 
simple, workable рlап, а clear, uпderstaпdable order is impoгtant; Ьнt 

sнpervision to see that the will of' the corшnander is execнted is all
important. 11 lnitiative is also the williпgпess to act in tl1e absence of' orders, 
wl1en existing oгders no loпger ftt the sitнation, or wheп нпf'оrеsееп 

opportнпities or threats arise. 
The missioп orders techniqнe does not mean commanders do поt 

sнpervise sнbordinates in execLttion. lt meaпs leaders sІюнІd intervene 
dнriпg ехеснtіоп only to tiirect changes as пecessary to the сопсерt of 
operations. Leatiers tell sнbordinates what to do, Ьнt поt Іюw to do it. The 
f'ollowing Liiscussion examiпes some of' tl1e variables а lealier f'aces in 

bгoader рш·роsе of' а task \Vas tl1e ceпtral idea bel1 ind tl1is style ot· conнnand. Cшnmaпdeгs 
expecred SLJboгdiпates to act \Vhen oppoгtLinities агоsе. 
9 ADRP 3-90 Offense and Oefeпse, 1-7. 
10 АІЖР 6-0. 2- 1. 
11 l пfaпtry in Battle, 204. 
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expected апсl uпexpected coпtact sihшtioпs апd discнsses tl1e actioпs-oп

contact sequeпce. 

Tactical Decisioп Making - То deшonstrate how these coпcepts are 
worked онt оп the grouпd , we поw move to discнss actioпs on епеmу 
contact. As >ve do, these actions шау Ье thought of іп the broadest teпns 
possible, so as to include the actions of а sqнad in contact to а brigade in 
battle. Actions on contact iпvolve а series of сошЬаt actioпs, ofteп 

conducted simultaпeously. Leade1·s use the actions-on-coпtact process as а 
decision шaking technique when in coпtact with the еnешу . 

The four-step actioпs-oп-contact process is not inteпded to generate а 
rigid, lockstep response to the enemy. Rather, the goal is to provide ап 
order]y traшework that enables the uпit to survive the iпitial contact and 
then to apply soнnd decisioп-шaking and timely actions to сошрІеtе the 
operation. Ideally, the unit will acquire the еnешу before being sighted Ьу 
him. It theп сал iпitiate physical contact оп its оwп te1·ms Ьу execнting а 
(iesignate(i СОА. 12 

lf contact is expected, leaders shoнld traпsitioп to the boнnding overwatcl1 
movement techniqнe. ln а worst-case scenario, tl1e tшit may Ье eпgaged Ьу а 
previoнsly нпdetected (btІt expected) епеmу elemeпt. lf so, the element іп 
coпtact coпdtІcts а battle c/rill for its оwп survival апd theп iпitiates actions 
оп coпtact . 13 Uпlike battle dri!Is which are execнted withoнt а deliberate 
decisioп шaking pгocess, actioп-oп-contact is а tactical tool for leaders to 
нsе wheп making decisioпs іп coпtact. Actioпs-oп-contact is нsed wІ1еп 
there is at least some time available to make а decisioп . 

The logic оГ assess, decicle, апd clirect ншierlies this decisioп making 
process. As the leader evaluates and develops the situation, hc assesses what 
is currently lшppeniпg and its relatioп to what should Ье hаррепіпg . The 
actioпs-oп-contact seqнence lшs four steps: 

І . Dcploy and Report. 
2. Evalнate and Develop tl1e Sitнation . 

З . Choose а Course of Асtіоп (СОА). 
4. Execute the СОА . 

Withiп this sequence, four critical actions are conducted. These are: find, fix, 
[tnis/1, and j'ollow-through. 

12 Т11еrе ш ·е eigl1t torms of contact: visual. di1·ect tіге , iпdirect fire, ol1stacle. air. CBRN 
(cl1emical, biological, ,·adiological, aпlf nuclear), sigпal EW (еІесrгопіс warfare), апd civiliпoп

letllal. 
'' А battle lfгill is а collective асtіоп , гаріdІу executeli , ІvirhotJt аррІуіпg а tleliberat.e decisioп 
making pгocess. 
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• Find -- tl1e unit mustjind the enemy and make contact. 
• Fix - the tmitfixes tl1e епешу witl1 diгect and indiгect fires . 
• Finish - tl1e uпit mustjinish the епешу \Vith fire апd шоvешепt directed 

towards а vulпerable point in order to fight throнgh to defeat, destroy, 
or сарtше the enemy. 
f'ol!ow-thmug/1 - the LІnit nшst .fo//01-v-through with coпsolidation, 

гeorganization, and prepare to continue the шіssіоп or receive а new 
missioп. 1 •1 

/. Deploy and Report - This step l)egins witl1 епешу coпtact. This coпtact 
шау Ье expecteLi or нпехресtеd. During this step, sнbordinates fight throнgh 
the coпtact witl1 the appropriate battle drill. While this is оссштіпg, 

leadeгship has the followiпg primary tasks: 

• f'ix tl1e епешу with Liiгect шкі indiгect fires. 
• Isolate the епешу. 
• Achieve fire superiority. 
• Report to higheг. 
• Begin "fightiпg" for iпforшation--actively pursue апd gather it. 

First, tl1e unit mнstjind the епешу апd make contact. The lea(ieгjind~ the 
enemy force and .fixes it with direct апd indirect tires. Тhеп the leadeг rпust 
consider the factors of' МЕТТ-ТС, visualize а шentalmap which consists of 
wl1eгe І1е is іп relatioп to his enemy, and forш а meпtal image of how І1е 
шау ргосееd to employ his f'orce. 15 Не shouki ask, ''What eГforts will Ье 
decisive?" As tl1e sitнatioп нпfolds, шнІtірlе solutions to l1is tactical 
pгoblem will present tl1erпselves. ТІ1е leader sorts through potential 
solutions, апd based оп what he deteпnines the enemy is trying to do, 
decides оп а particнlar course ot' action. 

Thus, after seeiпg only а few pieces of the puzzle, skilled tacticians have 
the ability to fill іп the rest ot· the pictuгe correctly. This skill, ofteп called 
'pattern гесоgпіtіоп,' is the ability to uпdeгstand the true significance and 
dупашісs of а sitнation with limited information. During the troop leading 
ргосеdше (TLP), leaders develop а vision of ho\v their operation will 
unfold. 16 Part of this process involves the leader anticipatiпg where he 
expects the нnit to make coпtact. Tl1is enables hіш to thiпk through possible 
decisioпs in advance. 

If the leader expects coпtact, he will have already deployed his uпit Ьу 
transitioning froш tactical шovement to maneuver. Ideally, the 

,_, r:м 3-21.8, І-35 - І-36. 

15 l7or МЕТТ-ТС see Cl1apt.e1· 6 - The Operations Process. 
"' r:or· TLP see Cl1apt.e1· 8 ···· Т11е Principles of Planпing. 
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overwatchiлg elemeлt will make visual coлtact tirst. Because t.he ншt ts 
deployed, it will likely Ье able to establisl1 coлtact on its own teгms. If tl1e 
contact occurs as expected, the leader goes through the procedure making 
decisions as anticipated алd minor adjнstments as reqнired. 

Regardless of how tlюrough the leader' s visualizatioл, there wil1 always 
Ье cases іл which the нnit makes uлexpected coпtact with the елеmу. ln this 
case, it is essential that the нnit алd its leader take actioлs to qtJickly and 
decisively take back the initiative. 

2. Evaluate атІ Develop tlle Situation - This step begiлs with the leader 
evalнating апtі developing the sitLІation. The Іеаdег quickly gatl1ers the 
infoпnation he needs to шаkе а decisioп оп his course of action. Не does 
th is throLІgh either persoпal recoппaissance or гeports from subordinates. At 
а шіпішuт, the leader needs to confirm the frieпdly situatioп and deterшine 
the enemy situation usiпg the SACUTE fonnat (size, activity, locatioп, LІn it , 

time, and equipшent), апd еnешу capabilities ( defend, reinforce, attack, 
w ithdгaw, апd delay). During this aлalysis, the leader should look f'or ап 
епешу vulпerability to exploit. 

Acl1ieve а decision - The objective oftactics is to achieve decisive results іл 
battle. Indecisive leaders waste lives and еП'огt . То Ье decisive, battles and 
eпgageшeпts must lead to measшable results . They should lead to achieving 
operatioлal and strategic goals. The leadeг ' s first step tovvard achieviлg а 
decision іп battle begiлs witl1 the estimate process . This process enta ils 
fightiпg to gain а сІеаг LІлderstandiлg of the tactical situation опе has just 
eпcountered. In а шeeting engageшent - the sLІddeп collision of' opposing 
forces (рІаллеd or uпрІаплеd) - the leader шust develop іл l1is mind а clear 
picture of what is l1appeniпg, how it got that way, and Jюw it шight fнrther 
develop. This is why maintaiпiпg situatioлal awareпess (SA) is iшperative . 

Regaгding decisions іп battle, theгe шау Ье tіше to aлalyze situatioпs 
deliberately to consider шultiple options. Compariлg several optioлs апd 
selecting the best оле is kлown as analytical decisioп шаkілg. Anafytical 
(/ecision making is ал approach used to analyze а dileшma апd determine 
the best course of action to impleшent . Aпalytical decisioл шaking is tіше 
iлtensive and is therefore Jess effective for time seлs i tive decisions. 

Additioпally , it requires complete iлformatioп to produce best results. 17 

Thнs, when tіше peпnits, а leadeг should make the шost of every 
opportuпity to use this approach. However, once the battle has l)een joined, 
tl1e leader finds time is short, and the need for speed paramouлt. Jn some 
cases, speeding up the analytical decisioп makiпg pгocess may Ье sLtfficient. 

17 АлаІуtісаІ decision makiпg is поппаІІу tl1e арргоасІ1 takeп іп орегаtіопаІ рІапnіпg like the 
шіІіtагу delibeгate decision шaking process (MDMP). 
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However, іп most cases iпtuitive decisioп makiпg is пeeded to geпerate апd 
maiпtain tempo. 18 lntuiti1;e decision making is а decisioп making process 
which гelies оп iпtuitioп, jнdgmeпt, and ехрегіепсе to recogпize tt1e key 
elemeпts of а particнlar prob\em іп order to arrive at ап appropriate timely 
decision. Tactics is 110t а thiпg, Ьнt а meпtal process, апd the goal is to 
deteпnine and implemeпt the first solution that cou\d result іп success. 
Often, tl1ese are called 70 percent solнtioпs. Тl1is type of decision making 
re\ies оп а \eader's intнitive ability to recognize the key e\ements of а 
particular prob\em and arrive at the proper decision withoнt l1aving to 
compare nшltiple optioпs. 

Intнitioп is not some mysteгious чнаІіtу. It's а tieveloped ski\1, fiпnly 

grouпded іп ехреrіепсе, ащі one that can Ье ГшtІ1еr developed throнgh 
educatioп апtі practice. The tгue test of the solutioп to апу military problem 
is not wl1ether it uses the specific tactics, techпiчues, or procedшes 
coпtaineti in тапна\s but whether the tactics, techniчues, and procedшes 
used were appropriate to tl1e sitнatioп (See Figшe 6-2). 19 
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Gain positional advantage -- Опсе the enemy Гоrсе is fixed in р\асе, thc 
leader mнst decide оп а particп\ar enemy vнlnerability to target, апd 

mancнver avai lable torces to gаіп а position of advantage. 20 Maпeuver is the 
employmeпt of torces in tl1e operatioпal area through movement in 

"MCDP 1-3 Tactics, 26. 
19 АІ)І~Р 3-90 Offeпse ащІ Defense, 1-8. 
20 Т11е епету is fixed ~vl1e11 l1is tnovemeпt is stopped, l1is \veapoпs аге sttppгessed, ашІ l1is 
ability to effectively гespond is disпtpted. 
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combination with fires to achieve а position of advaпtage in respect to tl1e 
enemy (JP 3-0). 
То gain positional advantage, ~rheгe the enemy is in а position of 

disadvantage, the leader maпeuvers onto the enemy force, generating the 
effects of overwhelming combat power against the enemy at the decisive 
роінt usiпg the characteristics of the offense: surpгise, concentration, 
audacity, and tempo. Liddell Hart observes, "Maneuver is а col/ective 
tactica!ju-jitsu which is essentially based оп the indirect approach." 21 lt is 
characterized Ьу moving faster than the enemy to defeat him through 
superior tempo. Thнs, іл maпeнver, speed is а \veapon. We employ speed 
and нsе time to сгеаtе tempo. Tempo is поt merely а matter of acting fastest 
or at tl1e earliest opportunity. Jt is also а matter oftiming- acting at the right 
time. 22 

As part of developing the s itнation, the leatier seeks а position о/ 
advantage to maneнver his force. Dшіпg this process, the leader coпsiders 
the following: 

• Mнtually supportiпg enemy positioпs. 
• Obstacles. 
• The size of· the елеmу force eлgaging the unit. (Enemy streпgth is 

iпtiicated Ьу the nшnber of· епеmу automatic \veapons, the preseлce of 
any vehicles, апd the employmeпt of indirect fires .) 

• А vulпerable flaлk to the positioп . 

А covered апd сопсеаІеd roнte to the Лank ofthe positioп . 

• If after his іпіtіаІ evaluatioп the leader still lacks iпfoпnation , l1e may 
attempt опе or all of'tl1e following to get the iпf'ormatioп he пeeds: 

• Repositioп subordiпate(s) or а suboгdiпate uпit. 
• Recoпnaissaпce Ьу fire. 
• Request iпf'oпnation from adjaceпt uпits or from the controlliпg 

l1eadquarters. 

For tactical success, leaders rnнst generate combat power and coпceпtrate 
its destructive power at enemy critical vнlnerabilities . This шеапs striking 
against tl1e eпemy ' s weakness (rather than his strength) and at а time wheп 
the епеmу is not prepaгed . The Expanding Toгrent theory of Liddell Hart 
dra\vs an analogy betweeп шаnенvег and flowiпg water. Не observes: 

lf we \Vatch а torreпt beariпg dowп оп cach successivc Ьапk ог eartheп dam іп its 
path, we see that it first beats agaiпst the obstacle, fecl iлg апd testiпg it оп all its 
poiпts. Eveпtually it fiпds а small crack at somc роіпt. Through this сгасk pour tl1e 

21 Hart. Stгategy, 29. 
" MCDP 1-3 Tact ics, 64. 
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first driЬlets of water and rнsh straigN оп . .. Thнs natнre' s forces саггу онt the ideal 
attack, aнtomatically maiпtaining tl1e spccd, thc b1·cadth, and tl1e continнity ot· tl1c 
at1ack. 23 

Seeking the eneшy's vulпerabilities meaпs striking with ош strengtl1 
against his weakпess. Tl1is is vvherc we сап often cause the greatest liamagc 
at the lowest cost to oшselvcs. This оЛ:сn meaпs avoidiпg l1is froпt, whcre 
his atteпtioп is f'ocused, апd striking his tlanks and rear, wheгe he does поt 
expect us. This concept, kпown as the indirect approach, may entail using 
tire апd maneнver to exploit а vнІпеrаЬІе flank, or а gap in tl1e епету' s tield 
ot' tїre so we can снt оП' l1is Ііпе ot' сотпшпісаtіоns (LOC) and route of' 
escape.24 

То enable us to gаіп positioпal advantage, we use our forwш·d elements to 
рнІІ us tl1roнgh the gaps, ~-hile avoiding tl1e surfaces. This concept, kпown 
as гесоппаіssалсе рLІІІ , епаЬІеs us to avoid tl1e enemy stгeлgth (sшt'aces) 
while exploiting his vulnerabilities (gaps). Опсе we have developed ап 
understanding ot' tl1e situation and have deterшiпed enemy critical 
vulnerabilities to attack, we try to shape the situatioп to ош advantage. 

Leadeгs look t'or an епету ' s vulпerab le flank , а gap in his line, or lulls in 
l1is J'ire. When leaders сашюt tiпd а weakпess, tl1ey create one with 
suppressivc tirc Ш1lі the shock cffcct l)y suddcпly coшing froш ап 

uпexpecteli diгection. 

Before attcшpting to maпeLІver, leaders must establish а base of tіге. А 
base of tire is placed on ан enemy force or positioл to redLІce or elimiлate 
tl1e елешу's ability to iпterfere with friendly шaneuveг elemeпts. And іп this 
way, fires are used to create the conditioпs which support maneLІver. Ош 
goal in tl1is stage of tl1e сошЬаt seчuence is to isolate the елешу forcc. 
Ассопіілg to ~~-м 3-21.8, ''lsolatc" шeans cLІtting the aliveгsary off froш tl1e 
ftшctions песеssю·у to Ье effcctive. Isolatioп has botl1 ал ехtегпаІ aspect of 
cutting off outside SLІppoгt апd iлfor·matioп, and ал iпterпal aspect of CLІtting 
оП' шutual suppoгt. Isolating the adversaгy also includes precltrliing any 
Ьгеаk in coпtact.25 

З. Clmose а Course o.f Action (СОА) - After lieveloping tl1e sitнatioп, the 
Jeadeг deten11iпes what action l1is uлit must take to sLІccessfully сопсІLІdе 

23 Jjпd, МапеtІvег Warfш·e, 9. 
24 Manoeuv1·e sur /es derгie1·e (move опtо tl1e геаг) was а NароІеопіс tactic employed to сш off 
tl1e eпemy's Ііпеs of commuпicatioп (l"OC) апd escape rotJte. This was exectJted 'NІ1еп 

Napoleoп ' s advance gнагd \VOtJ!d tirst tix tl1e eпemy's positioп . Next, а тапеU\'ег elemeпt 

wottld rapidly gain positioпal a,Jvaпtage astгide the eпemy's І"ОС. ТІ1іs maпeuveг ;vas theп 
fmisl1ed with а bold stтike to tl1e eпemy's flank <md геаІ'. Т11іs maneuveг wоп Napoleon 
coш1tless victoгies. 

~5 Г·М 3-21 .8, 1-37. 
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t.he engageшeпt. The leader then deteпniпes it' the clюsen task is coпsistent 
witl1 the original СО А. It' it still applies, he continues the шіssіоп. It' it is not 
consistent, he issues а FRAGO шodifying the огіgіпаІ СОА. It' the leader is 
uпsure, he continues to develop the sitLІatioп апd seeks gLІidance t'roш 

higher. 
The key to reaching а decisive result in battle is the ideпtitlcatioп ot' 

еnешу critical vulnerabilities. ТІ1е leader, based оп his initial estiшate and 
his sitLІatioпal awareness, visualizes how to t'ocus his unit's сошЬаt power 
and overwhelш the enemy at а decisive point. Thus, the objective tor 
maпeuveг is usually aimed at а center of gгavity (COG) or decisive point. 
А decisilJЄ point is а geogгaphic place, specific key event, сгіtісаІ t'actor, 

or functioп that, wheп acted uроп, allo\vs leaders to gаіп а шагkесі 

advantage over an еnешу ог coпtribute шaterially to achieving success. The 
decisive point might orieпt оп terraiп, епешу, time, or а combination of 
these. lt might Ье wl1ere ш lюw, or fгom where, tl1e LІnit will mass the 
efTccts оГ combat po,vcr against thc encmy. Or it might Ье the eveпt or 
action that will ultimately and irrcversibly lead to the LІпіt achieving its 
purpose.26 

Fог cxamplc, tiшing ап aшbush thc decisivc роіпt may occtІr at initiatioп 
of thc ambнsh wheп overwhelшing coordiлated Лrepo\vcr is acl1ieved. 
Anotl1er examplc could Ье whcn а uпit coпductiпg а raid acl1ieves relative 
superiority at а critical place апd time. And thc center of gravity (COG) is 
tl1e source of power ttшt provides шoral or physical streпgth, fгeedom of 
action, or \\'іІІ to act (ADH.P 1-02). As William Liпd observes, а ccntcr of· 
gravity is "а l1iпge іп the cпemy's systcm wl1ich, if. shattcrcd, will bгing it 
dowп"27 Tl1e eпemy's COG may also Ьс ош chosen dccisive роіпt. The 
topographical key of а battlefielcl is поt always the tactical key. 

The dccisive роіпt of а battlefield is а роіпt іп tіше and space which 
combines stгatcgic with topograpl1ical advaпtagcs. ·'Jt is alrnost always casy 
to determine the decisivc роіпt on Н1е ficld ot' battle, Ьнt поt so with thc 
decisive momeпt; апd it is prcciscly l1ere that gcпitІS апd схрсrіепсе are 
everythiпg, and merc thcory ot'littlc value."28 

ТІ1е Jeader develops his entire СОА from the decisive point. Desigпating 
а decisive роіпt is critical to the leader's vision of how he will use combat 
power to acl1ieve the purpose, how he will task orgaпize his unit and how 
his shaping operatioпs >viii SLІpport the decisive operatioп, апd how the 
decisive operatioп will accoшplis!1 the tшit's purpose. The leader aпticipates 
any reчLІiremeпts to shift the decisivc operation or шаіn effort during the 
offense to pгess tl1e fight шкі keep the enemy off ЬаІапсе . 

16 l' M 3-11.10,1-41. 
'-7 As quote(l іп Мапеuvег Waгfare : An Aлthology, 9. 
lH Jomini, Т11е Агt of Wаг. 304. 
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While the uпit deploys, the leader evaluates and develops tl1e situatioп. 

The goal ot' these actioпs is to create conditioпs, which pгovide t'ог the 
successtul executioп ot' t.he decisive асtіоп . Тl1е leader gatl1eгs as шнсh 
іпt'оrшаtіоп as possible, either visually or, more ofteп , through гeports froш 
elemeпts in contact. Іп general , the following options аге ореп to tl1e leader: 
• Achieve fire sнperiority Ьу battle dгills.29 

• Support Ьу fire Гог апоthег uпit. 
• Break contact. 
• Det'eпd. 

• Bypass епешу positioн. 

The order ot' COAs listed above is relative to the ettectiveпess of fire апd 
streпgtl1 of the епешу positioн. н· the епету is an interior torce, tl1e unit ін 
contact should Ье able to achieve tire superiority апd still have eпough 
elements to maпeuver опtо the еnешу force. If the eпtire Lшit is needed to 
gain and таіпtаіп fire sнperiority, the next teasible СОА is to establish а 
base of' tire so anotl1er element can condнct maпeuver to attack the епешу . 

ІГ the unit cannot acl1ieve fire StІperiority, or there is по other element to 
conduct an assaнlt, the unit breaks contact. If the unit is decisively engaged 
and cannot break contact, it establishes а det'eпse нпtіІ assistance fгош 
another нnit arrives. А decisive eпgagement is one in which а нnit is 
considered f'ully committed and сшшоt maneнver or extr·icate itself. Іп the 
absence ot' oнtside assistaпce, the action must Ье f'ougl1t to а conclusion and 
eitl1er wo11 or Jost with the f'orces at hand_ :ю Additionally, in some iпstances, 
based on МЕТТ-ТС, the нпіt may bypass the епеmу position. 

When designatiпg а decisive point, Cicidell Har1 ot'f'ers us eight timeless 
tactical priпciples, which have an application to а! І three levels of' war. з 1 Six 
are positive апd two are negative. They are: 

І. AdjLІst уош end to уош means. 
2. Кеер уош object always і п mind, while adapting your plan to 
ciгcumstaпces . 

З. Choose the Jine (or course) of'least expectation. 
4. Exploit tl1e line of' least resistaпce. 

5. Take а Ііпе of operatioп which oПers alterпative objectives. 
б. Елsuге that both рlап and dispositioпs are ЛехіЬІе - adaptable to 
ciгcшnstaпces. 

7. Оо поt tl1row your weight into а stroke while уонr oppoлent is оп guard. 

20 See Cl1apte1· 11 fог Battle ОІ·іІІs . 
30 АОКР 3-90 Offense and l)efeпse, 2-1 О . 
; І Нагt, Stгategy, 335-336. 
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8. Do not reпew an attack along the sаше line (or іп the same form) after it 
has once failed. 

3. Execute t11e СОА - Following his decision, the leader gives the order. 
When describiпg his visualizatioп, he uses doctriпal terшs and concepts, and 
if time peгmitting, the five-paragrapl1 field order format. The leader only 
needs to state those directioпs and orders t!шt have chaпged from the 
огіgіпаl order апd emphasizes other items he deems esseпtial. During this 
step, the leader шust direct the eпgagement. Tl1ere are tl1ree key thiпgs that 
the leader needs to coпtrol: movement, jires, and unit purpose. These 
controls шау Ье staпdard procedшes ог lшпds-on positive coпtrols. 

Atlaptabi/ity: maintemmce of direction - Ош goal is to achieve decisive 
results іп battle. One of the ways we (іо tl1is is to tl1iпk апd act faster thaп 
ош oppoпent. Іп the meetiпg engageшent, leaders shape the асtіоп Ьу 

orientiпg оп the епету force, Ьу Лndiпg, fixiпg, апd fiпishiпg theш, 

providing direction and tempo. Decisive rcsults will usually Ье rewarded to 
the leader who сап quickly take advantage oГl1is opponent's шistakes. 

Jolш Boyd, а шilitary philosopher and f'oпner lJS Air Force colonel, 
studied а wide range of historic battles. Гrош his гesearch, he concluded tlшt 
\vhere numerically iпferior forces had defeated their oppoпents, they оЛ:еп 
did so Ьу preseпtiпg tl1e other side with а sudden, unexpected change or а 
series of changes. 

According to Boyd, these superior forces fell victiш because they could 
not adjust to the changes in а timely manner. Geпerally, defeat came at 
relativcly small cost to the victor. Tl1is researcl1 lcd to thc Boyd theory, 
which states that coпflict шау Ье viewed as time-coшpetitive cycles of 
observation, orientating, decidiпg, and acting (OODA)- (See Figшe 6-3). 
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Figuгe 6-3. Boyd"s Decision Сус Іе (ООПА І . .оор). 
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As we've said, pattern recognition is key. At the commencement of а 
meeting engagemeпt, we begin Ьу obseгving ourselves, our sшrouпdings, 
and our епету. We begin tigl1tiпg tor infoпnation : seeking out tl1e enemy 
алd seeing what he is doing or is about to do. Next, we oгient to the 
situation, and нsе our situational awareness as the fонпdаtіоп of а рlап. The 
better our appгeciation of the situation, the better the plan. Then, we cfecide 
uроп а сошsе of асtіоп. The decisioп becomes our рІап апd is 
cornmunicated thгoнg/1 oгders. Fiпally, we act, and the plan is execнted. 
Since this action has changed the situation, the сусІе begins апеw. 

Regartiing tl1e ОООА Соор, Robert Corшn tells lІS , " Becoming oriented 
to а coшpetitive situatioп means bringing to L)ear thc cultural trad itioпs, 

genctic hcritage, ncw infoпnation , previous experienccs, and analysis І 

syпthesis process of the person doiпg the orienting; а сошрІсх integration 
tl1at еас\1 pcrsoп does differcntly."32 

Coloncl Boyd cxplained as \VC шоvе tl1roнgl1 ОlІГ decision or time
compctitive cycle, wc' re to travcl through the Loop Гastcr tl1at1 ош 
opponcnt. Wc'rc to prcscnt coпf"нsing апd ambigнous infoпnation to ош 
opponent so that he l1as dif"ficнlty огіепtіпg himsclf and thнs is s\owcr to 
dccide and act. Т\1е goal at tl1is point о/' thc tiecision cycle is for our 
орропепt to start f'a\Jing l)e\1inti, paralyzed Ьу thcir іпаЬіІіtу to analyzc tl1e 
situation . As is appareпt, tішс is thc key t'actor іп thc dccision сус\е. 

А rпodcm exarпplc of the time-competitive cycle comes to us Ггот aerial 
combat during the Korean War: 

Aviators acl1ievcd а l1igl1 kill ratio of abollt 10: І оvег tl1eir Noгth Коrеап апd 
СІ1іпсsс opponcпts. At fiгst glancc. this is somcwl1at Sllrprisiпg. Thc mаіп cncmy 
figl1ter, tl1e М iG-15, was Sllpeгior to the Аmегісап r'-86 in а 11l1ІпЬег of key гespects. 
Jt coltld climb апd accelcrate fastcг, and it had а bcttcr SlІstaincd turп ПІtс . Thc F -86, 
llO'Neveг. was Sllperior to tl1e MiG іп t\VO critical, thollgh less obviolls, respects. 
Fїrst. bccausc it had l1igl1-po\vcгcd l1ydгaulic coпtrols, tl1c F-86 could shitt from опс 
mшletІvcr to aпother f'astc1· than the МіС:і. Second, [)ecausc of its bubble сапору, tl1e 
F'-86 pilot l1ad betteг visibility. ТІ1е F'-86's betteг field of vie\v provided bettcr 
sitLІatioпal awareпcss апd also coпtribtІted to fast traпsitioпs Ьссанsе it allowcd its 
pilot to нnderstaпd сfшпgіпg sitнatioпs пюrс qLІick ly. 

American pilots developed псw tactics based оп these l\VO advaпtages. When they 
cпgagcd thc MiGs, tl1cy soLІght to рнt tl1c111 through а se1·ics of ІШIIleuvcгs. ТІ1с F-
86's Гaster transitioпs [)etween maпeLІveІ·s gave it а time aclvaпtagc tlшt tl1e pilot 
traпsfoпned іпtо а positioп advaпtagc. Оfіеп, wheп tl1e MiG pilots realized what was 
hаррепіпg. thcy paпicked -·--- -aпd tl1ereby madc tl1c Атсrісап pilot' s jol) all tl1e 
еаsіег. 33 

·12 Согат, Boyd: ·гhе !'їglнer Pilot Wlю Cl1aпged the Art of Wаг, 335. 
33 MCDP 1-3 Tact ics. 68. 
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Crucial to the time-competitive cycle is once the pгocess begins it nшstn 't 
slow down. lt nшst contiпue and must accelerate. Robert Coram tells us, 
"Success is the greatest trap for the novice wlю properly implements tl1e 
OODA Loop. Не is so amazed at what he has done that he pauses and looks 
around and waits fог reintorcements. But this is the time to exploit the 
confusion алd to press on."34 Thus, as we 've sееп, the art of making 
decisions rapidly, depeпds upon our ability to recognize patterns of tactical 
pгoblems, and intuitively апd aggressively аррІу dосtгіпе. As combat 
Jeaders, \Ve must Ье capable of adaptiпg to rapidly chaпgiпg situatioпs . 

As Boyd would tell us, it is often the ability to make quality decisions 
quickly and execute them V.Іithin the enemy 's decision сус/е that determiпes 
\Vlю \vins а suddeп eпgagement or battle. When vve make decisions rapidly, 
we can enter our opponent's decision сусІе as he is mеІ·еІу reacting to 
conditions as they occur. Then, recognizing а fleeting opportunity, vv'e 
prevent the enemy from reorganizing, and pushing him to шаkе more 
mistakes, we acl1ieve decisive results. 
А Гuгther critical component to the time-competitive сусІе is frictioп . 

F'rictioл , as we have discнssed, is tl1e олІу солсерt whicl1, іл а general way, 
correspoлds to tlшt which distingнishes real war Гrom wаг оп paper. 
Clausewitz succiпctly states, "Everythiлg is very simple in \~;ar, but the 
simplest thing is difficult . These difficulties асснлшІаtе апd pгoduce а 

triction, which no man сап ішаgіпе exactly who has поt seen war." John 
АпtаІ tells нs , ''Speed of decision makiпg and speed in execution can Ье 
сгіtісаІ to reducing frict i oп."35 

Thнs, the sнccessful tactician recognizes the f'riction of war and 
understands that the tactical concepts he leaгns in tl1e classroom may Ье 
applied in а dramatically dift'erent fash ioп wІ1еп he t'aces t.he same problem 
on the battletield. When he is t'aced with а dift'eгent sitнation, he is аЬІе to 
сгеаtе new techniqнes which are derived from the existing tactical сопсерt. 
Tl1e leader must possess а tlexible шіпd, а creative iпtellect, апd the ability 
апd \Vi ll iпgпess to make iпclependent, tiшe-critical decisions in а chaлgiпg 
tactical eпviroшneпt. 

Combat experience is the оп! у mitigatin,e; element to /riction and.fog. Т11е 
iпtнit i ve tactician mнst recogпize t'rictioп in order to overcome it wl1enever 
possible. А leader must aпticipate t'rictioп points апd position himself 
nearby to mitigate theiг et't'ects. Tl1is сопсерt is called а 'tingertip feeliпg .' 

Лпd it ' s practiced when а leader has а ' pнlse ' on the tlнid motions of his 
нnit's tactical employment. Fuгtheг, the leader mustn ' t expect sLJch а 
standani of achievemeлt іп his operations which Гriction апd the fog of war 

ч Согат, Boytl: 'Гhе І·їgІнег Pilot Who Changeli tl1e Att of War, 338. 
35 As l]ttoted in Hooket·, Мапеuvег Warfare, 71. 
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make irnpossible. А teпdency we are tryiпg to avoid is well said Ьу Liddell 
Hart: 

ТІ1е training ot· aгmies is primarily devotcd to dcveloping сПісіеnсу іп the dctailcd 
cxccution ofthe attack. This concentration on tactical techпique tends to оЬsсше tl1e 
psyclюlogical elcmeпt .. lt tostcrs а cult of' souпdпess rathcг thaп ot' surprisc. 1t bгccds 
commaпdcrs who агс so іпtепt поt to do aпythiпg \'lroпg, accordiпg to 'tl1c book,' 
tlшt they t'o1·get the пecessity ot'makiпg tl1e епету do somethiпg wroпg. 36 

Having fixed the enerny force, the leader must (Jecide if І1е l1as sнfficient 
forces to fiпish the engagement with either an assaнlt (іп the offense) or а 
cщmterattack (in the defense). We are now considering how best to finish 
the enemy force. As we do this, we do поt \vant а pнsl1ing match with the 
епешу. We waпt to dislocate his balance (COG). Jomini observes, ''An 
епешу is (iislodged eitheг Ьу overthп)\ving him at some point in l1is Ііпе, ог 
Ьу outflanking l1im so as to take him in tlaпk and rear, or Ьу using both 
these шethods at опсе; tlшt is, attackiпg him in froпt while at the same time 
one wiпg is enveloped апtі l1is line tuгne(i.'' 37 

If we push him off of а ріесе of te1тain, І1е сап withdraw, regroнp, and 
rеtшп to fight the пехt day. Mass overwhelmiпg combat ро\vег at the 
decisive роіпt to trap the епеmу, leadiпg to decisive victory. 

Finis/1 - the unit mнst fiпish the епеmу with fire and movement diгected 
towar(ts а vulпerable point in oгder to fight throнgh to (iefeat, destroy, ог 
captuгe the епеmу. Ассогdіпg to Jошіпі, the fllпdamental principle of wаг 
is: 

То throw [)у strategic movemeпts tl1e mass of ап аппу, successively, uроп the 
dccisivc poiпts ot'a theater ot'war, and also нроп tl1c сотпшпісаtіопs ot'the спету 
as mucl1 as possible without compromisiпg опе's оwп. То tl1row tl1e mass of опе's 
torccs uроп the decisivc роіпt, or uроп that portion of' thc hosti Іс Ііпе wh іс\1 it is ot· 
tl1e first ішрогtапсе to overthгo\v. 3 ~ 

1n other words, опе shoнld hнrl mass аІопg а І ine of operatioпs toward an 
object that tl1e enemy holds dear. Jomiпi would call this object the COG or 
decisive point. As Jomiпi observed, ·'The (iecisive роіпt of' а battleЛeld will 
Ье determine(i Ьу -- ( 1) the featнres оГ the groнnd; (2) the relatioп ot' tl1e 
ІосаІ features to tl1e нltimate strategic аіщ апd (З) the positions осснріеd Ьу 
the respective foгces."39 lf available, а reserve is нsed at йІіs point. А 

3" Hart, Strategy, 336-337. 
37 Jomiпi, Гhе А11 ofWaг, 171. 
ЗN [bid. 63. 

'" lbid, 80. 
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гeserve is that portion of' а body of' troops which is withheld froш action at 
the beginning of' ап engageшeпt, in order to Ье available fог а decisive 
шoveшent. The reserve is not а coшшitted force and thus does поt nоплаІІу 
have а full stІite of сошЬаt шultipliers available to it until its сошшіtшеnt. It 
is norшally the echeloп's main e/}ort once coшшitted. 

Tactical victory occurs wheп the opposing епешу force can no longer 
achieve its tactical objectives ог prevent friendly forces from ассошрІ ishing 
their missioп. Tl1at is tl1e end goal of all otTensive апd defensive tasks. 
Decisive tactical victory occurs wheп the еnешу no longer has the шеапs to 
oppose the friendly force. It also occurs wheп the еnешу aLimits def'eat апd 
agrees to а negotiated end of hostilities. 40 Once we have gained ал 
aLivantage, we exploit it. We use it to create new opportuпities. 41 "Wheп we 
haYe іпсштеd the risk of а battle," de Saxe tells tІs, "we should know Іюw to 
protlt Ьу the victory, and not шеrеІу conteпt oшselves, according to снstош, 
with possessioп of the field." And like the cl1ess graпdшasteг, we шust think 
ahead to our пехt шоvе and the опе beyond it : How аш Т going to нsе this 
advaпtage to create aпother one?42 

Follmv-tlmmglt -- the tшit шust /ollo>v-through \Yith consolidatioп, 

reorgaпizatioп, апd pr·epariпg to coпtinue tl1e шission or receiYe а new 
шission.43 Тп suшшary, our ability to tшderstand the sitнation is нseless if\YC 
are поt prepared to act decisively. For, ''It is more valuable to Ье able to 
aпalyze one battle situation correctly, recogпize its decisiYe eleшents апd 
devise а simple, workable solнtioп f'or it, thaп to memoгize all tl1e erudition 
eYer writteп оп war."44 Апlі 1 would add, we шнst do this qнickly, as we 
exploit Лееtіпg opportнпities. Fuгther, tacticians сап l1ave the greatest 
probability of success in achieYiпg decisiYe гesнlts іп battle \Yhen they 
Orient-Observe-Decide-Act taster than theiг opponeпt, and hit І1іш 

strenнously, Ьнt indirectly, \Vith maneuver aimed at his Yulnerabilities. 
Tactical stІccess reqнires а scientific uпderstaпdiпg of one's pгofessioп 

ancl а mental ЛехіЬіІіtу for adaptiпg doctriпal concepts to Hte reality of the 
пюшепt. Tactical success will соше to the tacticiaп who displays the 
greatest resoшceflllпess, initiative, апd creativity \Vl1eп he carries out а 
combat missioп, not to the t.acticiaп who slaYisiJiy applies rigid theories апd 
rtІ!es memorized in some classгoom . 

40 ADRP 3-90 Offense and Deteнse, 1-8. 
41 MCDP 1-3 , 101 . 
" lbill. 
43 гм 3-21.8, 1-35- 1-36. 
"lнt"aпtty іп Battle, 14. 
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ТІ1е serniпal book, lnj(mtry in ВаІІІе eпcapsulates H1ese truths: 

[t tolloІ'IS, tl1eп , thut tl1e leadcr who would becomc а competent tacticiaп must tirst 
close his mincl to tl1e al l uriпg formLrlae that well-meaпing реорІе offer in the паmе of 
victory. То master· his difticult art he nшst Ісагп to cut to tl1e l1eaгt of а sitнation , 

recogniz.c its decisivc clemeпts апd base l1is сошsе оі'асtіоп оп thesc. 45 

The rnature tacticiaп kпo\vs he nшst uпderstaпd current tactical 
t есІшічнеs and procedшes of cornbiпiпg and ernployiпg реrsоппеІ and 
eчu iprnent on the battlefield, Ьнt he does not searcl1 Гог Лхеd rules or 
i nflexil1Іe formulas. Не understands tlшt tactical problerns must Ье 

approached in а rational rnaпner. Не uses а systernatic rnethod to collect, 
огdег, апd analyze evidence, but his tlnal decisioп will Ье atfected Ьу non 
чuantifiable J'actoгs which will Ье weigl1ed as пшсh Ьу aгtistic or intuitive 
judgmeпt as Ьу scieпtif'ic metlюds. This iпsigl1t l1as often Ьееп called coup 
d'oeil, а French teпn meaning ІіtегаІІу "stгoke of tl1e еуе." lt has also been 
called "tactical sense." 

Oft'ering Lts timeless insigl1t into tactical decisioп makiпg, Geпeral 

Peгshiпg wгites , 

Whateveг уош pгcvious instructioп may havc bccn , уон nшst lcurn іп thc асtнаІ 
experience of war, tl1e ргасtісаІ application оі' tl1e tactical principles that уон Ішvе 
bccn taLІgl1t dшing yoLІr prcliminary trainiпg . As '"с have seen, tog ot' wаг is 
whatever is hidden from fнІІ view апd cгeates нncertaiпty . WІ1еп confroпted witl1 а 
ПСІ'І sitнation , do поt try to recall examples given in any particular· book оп tl1e 
subject; do not tгу to rcmcmber wl1at your iпstпrctor Ішs said in discussiпg somc 
special pr·oblem; do поt try to carry in уош miпds patterns оГ particuiar· exercises or 
battlcs, thinking tl1cy will tit ncw cascs, bccause по two scts of' circшпstanccs агс 
alike. ·гье main reliance after аІІ must Ье нроп уонr deteппination , upon tl1e 
aggressiveness о і' уош mеп , нроn theiг st.amiпa , нроп tl1eir character·, апd upon theiг 
will to win. 46 

The challenge is to recognize oppoгtнnity wheп it occurs іп the rnidst of 
chaos апd uncertaiпty апd seize it to оЬtаіп а clear, unambiguous victory. 
Т11е emphasis is оп patterп recogпitioп; еvеп the most сІшоtіс of' situatioпs 
сап reveal recurring patteгns , so tl1at the successful tactician may "follow 
that іппег light so he may see thгougl1 tl1e fog апd J'riction of war, апd 
пavigate the way to victoгy. " 

Decisive Action - We now move to provide an overaгcl1iпg framewoгk for 
the rnany tactical tasks wl1ich we may Ье called tІроп to perform. T!1is 

·~> lnfaпtгy і п Battle, І . 
4" Peгsl1ing, Му Lxperieпces in tl1e Woгld Wаг, 393. 
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framework in tl1e Army is referred to as unified lancl opaations, whicl1 is 
based оп tl1e central idea that Army uпits seize, retaiп, апd exploit the 
initiative to gain а position of relative advantage over the enemy. The Army 
executes unified land operations through an operational concept referred to 
as Decisi1;e action. This process is the contiшюus, simultaneotJS 
combinations of offensive, defensive, апd stability or defeпse sttpport of 
civil aнthority ' s tasks (See Figure 6-4). 

Ofiensive Operations 

Task: • Movement to Contact • Attack 
• Exploitation • Pursuit. 

Purpose: • Dislocate, isolate, disrupt, and 
destioy enemy forces • Seize key teiтain 
• Deprive the enemy ofresources • De\•eJop 
intel!igence • DeceiV"e and divert the enemy 
• Create а secure environment for stabiliry 
tasks. 

Stability Operations 

Task: • Establisb civil security (including 
security force assista11ce) • Establish сі vil 
control • Restore essential seпi.ces • Support to 
go\·emance • Support to ec.onomjc Wid inffa .. 
structure development (VSO). 

Purpose: • Prov'ide а secure environment 
• Secure Jand areas • Meet the critical needs of 
the populace • Gain support fcr host-nation 
government • Shape the environment for inter
agency and host-nation success. 

Defensi\·e Operations 

Task: • Mobile defense • Area defense 
• Retiograde. 

Purpose: • Deter or defeat enemy offense 
• Gain time • Achieve economy of force 
• Retai.n key teлain • Protect the populace, 
critical assets. апd infrastxuctш·e • Develop 
intelligence. 

Defense Support of Civil Authorities 

Task: • Pro>ide SlJPPOrt for domestic disasters 
• Pшvide support for mdiological /1\'ВС 
incidents • Provide support for doшestic civil 
la\v enforcement agencies • Provide other 
designated support (Disaster relief). 

Purpo•e: • SaYe lives • Restore essential 
services • Maintain or restore law and order 
• Protect. infi"nstrнchlre and property • Maintain 
or restore !оса! government. • Shape the 
environment for interagency sнccess. 

Figure 6-4. Decisive Асtіон ОрегаtіолаІ Concept. 

Offensive Operations - Offeпsive operatioпs are conducted to det'eat and 
destroy enemy forces and seize terrain, resouгces, апd population centers. 
OfJensive operations are cl1aracterized Ьу surprise, concentration, audacity, 
ancl tempo. For еасІ1 шission , the leader decides how to apply tl1ese 
characteristics to focus the eff'ects of his combat power agaiпst епешу 

weakпess . 47 Focus should Ье on fightiпg the enemy, поt the рІап. 48 

47 FM 3-21.1 О , 4-1 . 
" You сал Ье sше ot' stІcceediлg іп your attacks if you олІу attack places '"'l1ich аге 
uпdefended. You сап eпsure the safety оfуош· def"eпse if"you опІу ІюІd positions that саплоt l1e 
attacketl. Нелсе tl1at gелегаІ is skillful іл attack \V·hose орроnелІ does поt kлow wl1at to t1efend; 
апtІ І1е is skillful іл defeпse \Vl10se орропепt does not kлow wl1at to attack. Suп Tzu, А11 of 
War, V\.7 , 8. 
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There are four geпe1·al purposes tor the ot1eпse: 
• Throvv the епешу off ЬаІапсе. 
• Overwhelш the enemy' s capabilities. 
• Disrupt the enemy' s defense. 
• Епsнrе the епешу ' s defeat or destructioп. 

Іп practice, each of these purposes has orieпtatioп оп both the епешу 
force апd the terrain . Ceaders employ епешу-огіепtеd attacks to destroy 
еnешу forшations апd their capabilities, and employ terrain-orieпted attacks 
to seize сопtгоІ ofterraiп or facilities. 

Ojj"ensive Tasks - An offensive task is а task coпducte(i to defeat and 
destroy enemy forces and seize terrain , resources, and population centers 
(AORP 3-0). The four priшary offensive tasks аге: 

І . Movemeпt to contact (МТС). 
2. Attack. 
3. Exploitation. 
4. Pшsuit. 

Operations should Ье Лніd, as these four types По\V realiily Гrош опе to 
another. An attack may lead to an exploitatioп, which can lead to pшsuit. 

There аге also occasions wf1en pursuit шау Ье tollowed Ьу attack. The еЬЬ 
and Лоw of battle opens up шаnу avenвes tor the attack; auc/aces j(Jrtuna 
iuvat -- fortLme favors tl1e bold. 

1. Movement to Contact (МТС) - Moveшent to contact is ап oftensive task 
that is designed to develop the situation or regain contact (ADRP 3-90). 
Platoons and sqнads participate in а шoveшent to contact as part of' а 
сошраnу. А МТС is noпnally нsed wl1en the tactical or епешу sitнation is 
vague, when tl1e еnешу l1as broken contact, or tl1eгe is no tіше to 
reconnoiter exteпsively to locate the епешу. Coпtact resнlts іп initiatioп of 
another offensive task such as attack, defense, delay, or withdгawal. 

There are two techniqнes used : approach шarch and search and attack. 
The first technique, approach maгch, is нsed when the епешу's location is 
relatively сегtаіп, and they are а coпsiderable distance away. The second, 
searc\1 and attack is shares шапу of the sаше chaгacteristics as an area 
secшity шission. А leader ешрІоуs this tогш of МТС when tl1e еnешу is 
operating as sшаІІ, liispersed elements, or wheп tl1e task is to deny the 
епету the ability to пюvе within а given area (See f·' igure 6-5). 
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І }'отсе is OtІt of' Coнtact І 

Раtю! 1.eader Сошінсts а іУfГС t.o 
\'аg:не Iпtel!igence Рісtще Gаіп Coпtact \\it!t the Енешу 

• Approach Marcr1 
• Scarch анd Attack 

І :мeet1ng ЕнgаgешеІ1! Occнrs І 

• Has Patrot Оаіне<і Гіt·е Sttpcriority" 
• Can the PatпJI Мапе~н•еr іпt.о а 

Positioп ofi\.LiYantage Ov'e1· tlte 
Енешу Force? 

• Sшfacc аrн! Oaps'' 
• ЕшрІоу Jпdirect Fire? 

Patro! I~eader Coпdпcts Actioпs-oп-Contact: 
(Dep!oy анd Repori, Evahшte ашІ De\•clop, 
С!юоsс а СОА, Ехеснtе). 

• Hasty Attack 
• Support Ву Firc 1:0r Aпotltcr Мапсн\•сr 

ЕІешепt 

Bypass 
• Вгеаk Coвtact 

• Hasty Пеf'епsе 

І Fіге апd Маненvеr is Coнducted І 

Figuгe 6-5. MoYeшent to Coпtact. 

2. Attack - The second offensive task is an attack. Attack is an otfensive 
task that destroys or deteats enemy f'orces, seizes алd secures terraiп, or botl1 
(ADf{P 3-90). Attacks are clшгacterized Ьу maпeuver supported Ьу fіге. ТІ1е 
attack should always try to strike tl1e enemy wІ1еге he is weakest. The 
platoon can attack іпdерепсІепtІу or as part ot' а company, battalion or larger 
element. The two basic types of attack are the lюsty allack and the 
delibeгate attack. 

ТІ1е ditterences betweeп types of attacks Ііе іп the amount of рІаnпіпg, 
coordiпation, and preparatioп before execution. Additioпally, attacks fall 
іпtо the two o~jective categories ot' foгce-oriented objectives, and terrain
oriented objectives. Force-oriented objectives allow greater freedom of' 
action than terraiл-orieпted objectives and are therefore the preferгed option. 

As we've stated, the leader may coпduct а hasty attack during МТС, as 
part of а defense, or whenever he determines that the enemy is in а 

vLІinerable position апd can Ье qLІickly defeated Ьу immediate offensive 
action. А hasty attack is LJsed to: 
• Exploit а tactical opportunity. 
• Maintain the шоmепtнт. 
• Regaiп the iпitiative. 
• Preveпt the enemy from regainiпg orgaпizatioп or balance. 
• Gain а favorable positioп that might Ье lost with time. 
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Because its primary puгpose is to maintain momentum or take advantage 
ot'the enemy situatioп, the hasty attack is normally conducted with available 
resoшces. Maintaining нnrelenting pгessure tl1rougl1 hasty attacks keeps the 
enemy ot't' balance and makes it dit'ficult t'ot· l1im to геасt et't'ectively. 
Attacking bet'ore the enemy can act ofteп resнlts in success even when tl1e 
combat power ratio is поt as t'avorable as (iesiгed. With its emplшsis on 
agility and surpгise, howeveг, this type ot' attack may cause the attacking 
t'orce to lose а degгee ot' syпcl1ronizatioп. То тіпітіzе this гisk, the Іеаdег 
should шахішіzе нsе ot' staпdard t'ormations; well-rel1earsed, thoгoнghly 
understood l1attle dгills шкі SOPs; and digital tools tlшt t'acilitate rapid 
рІаnпіпg and preparatioп.49 

Executioп begiпs with establishmeпt of а base of fire, which then 
suppresses the enemy force. ТІ1е maпeuver force uses а соmЬіпаtіоп ot' 
tесhпічнеs to maintain its secшity while making contact іп order to achieve 
а positioп of a(ivaпtage. Т11еsе tесІшічнеs inclнde, among otl1ers, tl1e 
/()1\owing: 

• {Jse of intemal base оГ fire and l10нnding elements. 
• tJse of covered апd concealed mutes. 
• tJse оГ iпdirect fires to suppress or obscure the enemy or to screen 

ГrіепdІу movement. 
• Executioп ot'bold maпeнver tl1at initially takes the maneнver torce OLІt 

of' епеmу diгect tire range. 
• Опсе the mапенvег f()rce l1as gained the positional a(ivaпtage, it сап 

execute а tactical task to (iestroy tl1e remaiпiпg enemy. 

Forшs of' Maneuver - are distiпct tactica] combinatioпs ot' fire апd 

movemeпt with а uпічuе set ot' doctrinal cl1aracteгistics that ditTer primarily 
іп the relationship between the maneнvering torce апd the enemy. 50 Eact1 
f'orm ot' maneuver attacks the епету ditТereпtly. Each poses difTerent 
challenges t'or attackers and ditferent dangers tor det'enders. Maneuver 
places the enemy at а disaclvantage tl1roнgh the application ot' triendly fires 
апd movement. The six forms ot' manettver are em,e!opment, turning 
movement, in/iltt·ation, penetration, Ironlal artack, аті flank allack. Ceaders 

49 ТІ1е conrгol of а Ію·gе fогсе is tl1e same ргілсірІе as t.l1e соІНІ'ОІ ot' а few men: it is mегеІу а 
чuestion of' ciiviciing 11р theiг пш11l1егs. l:iglн ing witl1 а Іагgе army lllld eІ· уоtІг commaпd is 
nowise d ifteгeпt fгom fightiпg \\'itll а smal l опе: it is mегеІу а чuestioп of instituting s igпs апd 
sigнals. То енsш·е t.l1at уоuг v.•ІюІе Jюst may witl1stand the Ьп.Іпt oJ' tl1e eпemy's attack апd 
гemain uпshakeп - this is eПected Ьу maпeuveгs direct and iпdirect. That tl1e impact of' уоuг 
аппу may Ье like а gгiJl(istoпe dasl1ed agaiпst ап egg--tl1is is ef'iected Ьу tl1e sсіепсе of' \Veak 
poiпts апd stгoпg. lл аІІ figll!iпg, t.l1e diiect. met.lюd may Ье llsed fш· jоіпілg battle, but iпciirecr 
metlюds V.'ill Ье пеесіесі іл order to secuгe victoгy. Sun ·гzu. Art of Wаг, V. l-5. 
50 І''М 3-90-1 Offeпse апd Defense, І -2. 
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use these torms of maпeuv·er to orieпt оп the enemy, not the terrain. TJ1e 
forms of maneuver and types ot' otfeпsive operations comp]ement each other 
and may appJy to Jinear or nonliпeaг battlefields. А single operatioп may 
contain several foпns of шaneuver, stJch as а frontal attack to сlеаг а 

secшity area foJJowed Ьу а penetгation to сгеаtе а gap іа enemy defenses. 
Тhел, the commander might l!Se an eпvelopment to destroy the enemy's first 
Jine of defeпse. 51 

Envelopment- is а form of maneнver in whicl1 an attacking force seeks to 
avoid the ргіпсіраl enemy's <.iefenses Ьу seizing objectives to tl1e enemy геаr 
or tlank in oгder to destroy him in l1is cl!rrent positioпs. А successful 
eпvelopment reчuires discovery or сгеаtіоп of ап assailable tlaпk. 52 The 
eпvelopment is the prefeпe<.i fom1 of maпeнver Ьесанsе the enemy mнst 
figl1t іп at Jeast two directioпs апd tl1e attackiпg force tends to suffer fewer 
casualties wl1ile Jшviпg tl1e nюst opportllnities to destroy the enemy. 
Envelopments focus оп sei::.ing teгrain, destroying :,pec(fzc enemy .fiлces, 
and interdicting enemy >vithcfrawal routes (See Figшe 6-6). 

MAIN 
АТТАСК 

Figure 6-6. Envelopmeпt. 

51 !'М 3-90-1 Offeлse and !)efeпse , l-3. 
52 Envelopmeпts are flaпkiпg maпel!vers •NIJich successful commaпders l1ave l!sed tlн·oughollt 
l1istoгy. Some excellent examples iпclude: Miltiades· double envelopmeлt of Daгius I"s 
Persia11s at MaгatiJOІl, 490 ВС: Harlllibal"s dOLІble envelopment of tf1e Roma11 legio11S u11deг 
Paulus and Varro at Саппае, 216 ВС; Juliнs Caesaг's eлvelopment of Pompey' s f{;rces ar 
Phaгsalus, 48 ВС; Napoleoп's eпvelopmeпt of Mack's Austгian foгces at \Jim. 1805: t.l1e 
Wehпnaclll's eпvelopmeпt of'the І''гепсh ШJti ВЕГ dшіпg ГаІІ Gelb (Battle оff .. лшсе), 10 Мау 
···· 25 Juпe, 1940, etc. 
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Adding а fшther diшension, vertical envelopшents are tactical шaneuvers 
in wl1ich troops, either aiг-dropped ot· airlaпcled, attack the rеаг and tlanks of 
а force, in ef1'ect cuttiпg otf or encircling the force (JP 3-18). 

Turning Movement is а form of maпeuver in which the attacking tогсе 
avoids the eпemy's principal defeпsive positions Ьу seizing objectives to the 
eneшy's rеаг апd causiпg the enemy to шоvе out of l1is сшrепt positioпs, or 
to divert major forces to meet the threat (See Figшe 6-7). Fot· а successful 
tшпing шovemeпt, the Ltnit trying to tнrn the епешу mLІst attack sometlliпg 
that the enemy will fight to save. This might Ье а SLІpply mute, artillery 
emplacemeпt, or l1eadqLІarters. ln adciition to attacking а target the еnешу 
will fight to save, the attackiпg нnit shoLІid Ье stroпg eпoLІgh to pose а real 
threat to the епеmу. The attacker seeks to secLІre key terraiп deep in the 
eпemy's rear and along his Ііпеs of соmшнnісаtіоп. Faceli witl1 а major 
threat to his rear, the епеmу is tшneli OLІt of his defeпsive positioпs апd 
foгced to fight to the rear or his flaпks. 

~----_, 
••• 

~ 

= 
о(-) 

!'їguге 6-7 . Тшпіпg Movemeпt . 

lnjiltration - is а foпn of maneuver іп v•il1icl1 сошЬаt elements conduct 
undetect.ed movement through or іпtо ап area occupied Ьу епеmу forces to 
occupy а position of advantage іп the enemy's rear53 The purpose of an 

53 ГМ 3-2 1.20 ·гhе lпfaп try Batta li oп, 4-12. 
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infiltration is to occupy а positioп of advantage in tl1e епешу rеаг area to 
concentrate сошЬаt povver against епешу weak points (See Figure 6-8). 

Infiltratioп occurs Ьу land, water, air, or а coшbination of шeans. SOF 
and light infantry units up to brigade size are best suited to coпdLJct an 
infiltration. Moviпg and assembl іпg forces covertly thгough enemy positions 
takes а considerable aшount of time. То successfвlly iпfiltrate, the force 
must avoid detection and engagement. Since this гeqвirement limits the size 
and strength of the infiltrating force, and infiltrated forces alone can rarely 
defeat an enemy force, infiltration is normally вsed in conjвnction with and 
in sвpport of the other foпns of offeпsive шaneuver. 54 

MAIN 
Efi'ORT 

Figl!re 6-8. lпfiltration. 

А leader can infiltrate in order to: 
• Reconnoiter known or templated enemy posJtюns and condвct 

survei]Jance of named areas of interest апd targeted areas of' iпterest. 
• Attack enemy-held positions fюm ап unexpected directioп. 
• Оссвру а support Ьу fire position to sвpport the decisive operatioп. 
• Secure key terrain. 

Conduct ambushes апd raids to destroy vita] facilities and disrupt the 
eпemy's defeпsive st.гucture Ьу attacking enemy гeserves, fіге suppoгt 

and air defense systeшs, соmmвпісаtіоп nodes, and sustaiпment. 
• Conduct а covert breach of an obstacle or obstac\e complex. 

54 ГМ 3-90-1 Of"fense and Defeпse. 1-10. 
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Penetration ~- is а foпn of maпeнver іп whicl1 ап attackiпg force seeks to 
rupture епеmу defenses on а пarrow froпt to disrнpt tl1e defeпsive system. А 
peпetratioп creat.es ап assailable tlaпk апd access to the eпemy's rear. 
Peпetration is LІsed wheп enemy tlanks are поt assailable, when епеmу 
defeпses are overexteпded, wІ1еп weak spots in tl1e епеmу deteпse are 
identified, апd wheп time does поt peпnit some other form of maпeuver 
(See r'igнre 6~9). 

Г·'igllre 6~9 . Репеtгаtіоп. 

А peпetrat ioп пoпnally coпsists of tl1ree steps: 
• Breach the eпemy's mаіп defeпse positioпs. 
• Wideп the gap created to secure tlaпks Ьу eпvelopiпg one or both ofthe 

newly exposed flaпks. 
• Seize the objective. As part of а laгger force peпetratioп, the соmрапу 

wi11 пoпnally isolate, sнppress, fix, or destroy епеmу forces; breacl1 
tactical or protective obstacles in tl1e eпemy's main tiefeпse (sеснге the 
shoнlders of the penetгation); or seize key terrain . А L)attal і оп may also 
нsе penetгatioп to sеснге а footlюlti withiп а large ЬніІt-нр area. 

Pnmtalattack - is а form of maпeнver іп whicl1 ап attacking force seeks to 
destroy а weaker епеmу force ог fix а laгger enemy force along а L)road 
tтопt. It is the least desirable form of maneнver, Ьесанsе it exposes the 
attacker to tl1e coпcentrated fіге of tl1e (iefen(ier anti limits the effectiveness 
of the attacker's own tires . However, the froпtal attack is often the best form 
of maпeнver for ап attack іп which speeti and simplicity are key; it helps 
overwhelm weak tiefenses, secнrity outposts, or disorgaпized enemy Гогсеs 
(See Figuгe 6-1 0). 
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f igu ге 6-1 О . І'"гоn ta І А ttack. 

Flank Attack - the sixth torm ot· maneuver - tlank attack, is directed at the 
tlank of an enemy. А tlank is the right or left side of а шilitary torшation 
апd is not oriented toward tl1e enemy. lt is usually not as stгong іп terшs of 
toгces or fires as is the front of а military foпnation . (See Figure 6-l І) . 

Eпeшvvvvvvvvvv vvv 
. Г'\ Г'\ /"""'\ Г'\ Г'\ Г'\ Г'\ Г'\ Г'\ Г'\ Г'\ Г'\ 

l·" igure 6- І І. ГІанk Attack. 

А Лапk шау Ье createt1 Ьу tl1e attacker through the use of· fires or Ьу а 
successfнl penetration. А Лanking attack is siшilar to an eпvelopшent but 
generally conducted оп а shallower axis . The pгimary dit'f'erence bet\veen а 
flank attack and an envelopшent is one of depth . А flaпk attack is an 
envelopment delivered sqнarely on the eneшy's Лапk. Coпversely, an 
envelopment is an attack delivered Ьеуопсl the enemy's Лank and into tl1e 
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enemy's sнpport areas, Ьнt stюrt of' the deptl1 associated with а tuгning 
пюvеmепt. 55 

З. Exploitation -- The tt1ird of'f'eпsive task is exploitatioп. Exploitation is an 
ofteпsive task that нsually f'ollows the coпduct of' а successf'ul attack апd is 
desigпed t.o disoгgaпize tl1e епеmу іп depth (ADRP 3-90). They агс 

conducted at the battalioп level апd l1igher. Exploitatioпs seek to 
disintegrate enemy f'orces to where they have по alterпative Ьнt to suгrender 
or fight. Companies апd platoons may condнct rnovernents to contact or 
attack as part of' а higher ш1it's exploitation. 56 

4. Pursuit - The f'ourth and last of'f'ensive task is pursнit. Pursнit is ап 
of'f'ensive task desigпed to catch or cut of' а hostile f'orce attempting to 
escape, with the aim of' destroying it (ADRP 3-90). Pursнits are normally 
coпdнcted at the brigade or higher level. А ршsніt typically f'ollows а 

StІccessf'нl exploitatioп. 

Coпf'ederate Army Cieнteпant General Thomas .1 . "Stonewall" Jacksoп 
summed вр pнrsнit when І1е saiti, ''Strike the епету апd overcome him , 
never give вр tl1e ршsніt as long as yotІr men have strength to f'ollow; f'or ап 
епету roнted, if' hotly ршsнеd, becomes panic-stricken, апd can Ье 

destroyed LJy l1alf their пнmЬеr." 57 Compaпies апd platooпs will рш1ісіраtе 
in а larger нпіt's exploitation and тау condнct attacks as рш1 of· the higl1er 
нnit's operatioп. 58 

Special Pu rpose Attacks - are sнbordinate f"orms of ап attack. ТІ1е 

commaпder's іпtспt шкі МЕТТ-ТС deteпnine whicl1 of' ttІese f'orms of 
attack ш·с employed. ТІ1с commaпdcr сап сопtінсt еасІ1 of tl1cse f(юns of' 
attack, except f'or а гаіd , as citheг а l1asty or а deliberate operation.59 As 
forms of' attack, these sІ1ш·е many рІаппіng, ргсраrіпg, аші ехеснtіпg 

consideгatioпs of' tl1e оП'епsе and tl1ey іпсІнdе tl1e f'o11owing: 
• Spoiliпg Attack. 
• Coнnter Attack. 
• Ambнsh . 
• Raid . 
• Fcint . 
• Dcmonstration . 

55 FM 3-90- 1 OtTense алd Det"eпse. 1-22. 
56 FM 3-21.10, 4-3 . 
17 НеіпІ , [)ictioпary of Mi litary ап(і Nava l Qнotations, 259. 
'" ІЬі(І. 
'" Г'М 3-90-1 , Oft"eпse апd Defeпse, 1-2 . 
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Spoiliпg Attack -- Leaders moнnt spoiliпg attacks from а defeпsive postшe 
to disгupt an expected епешу attack. А spoiliпg attack atteшpts to strike tl1e 
епешу wl1ile t1e is vulпerable duriпg his preparations for attack іп assembly 
areas апd attack positioпs or while he is on the шоvе prior to crossing his 
line of departure (LD). When the sitнatioп permits, coшшanders exploit а 
spoi ling attack І ike any other attack. 

Counter Attack - А coнnterattack is ап attack Ьу defensive forces to exploit 
the SLІccess of а defense, regain the initiative, or to deny the еnешу success 
with his attack. Commюкie1·s conduct couпterattacks either with а гeserve or 
\Vith ligl1tly committed forward eleшents. They couпterattack after the 
епеmу launches l1is attack, reveals his decisive operatioп, or creates an 
assailable tlank. lпfantry commaпdeгs conduct counterattacks much like 
other attacks. However, syпcl1roпizing counteгattacks within the overall 
defensive effort requires carefнl tiшing. Remember that timiпg is critical . 
То Ье decisive, the couпterattack must occur wl1eп the enemy is 
overexteпded, disperse(i, and disorganize(i duriпg l1is attack. All 
counterattacks should Ье rehearsed і п the same coпditions that they woнld 
Ье coпducted. CareflІI coпsideratioп must Ье given to the event that wi11 
trigger the couпterattack. Once committed, tl1e counterattack fіясе coпducts 
the decisive operation. 

As іп spoiling attacks, coшmanders prepare to seize the opportнпity to 
exploit success Ьу the eпtire force. However, couпterattacks might Ье 

limited to nюvemeпt to better tепаіп in order to briпg fires on the enemy. 
Ciiven the same forces on both sides, couпterattacks сап acl1ieve greater 
ef'fects than other attacks because tl1e defeпder can create better conditions 
Ьу rehearsiпg апd Ьу coпtrolliпg timiпg . 

Ambus/1 - An ambнsh is а foпn of attack Ьу tire or other destructive means 
from а сопсеаІеd position that relies on surprise апd speed, coordiпated 
tirepower, апd violence of асtіоп in order to destгoy а moviпg or 
temporarily halted target. It is one of the oldest апd most etfective types of 
gнeri11a tactics. Ап ambusl1 is coпdнcted in order to reduce the enemy' s 
overa11 combat effectiveness and destroy his centeг o/grm,ity60 

Raid - А raid is а sшprise attack which involves а swift entry into hostile 
territory to destroy iпsta11atioпs, gather іпtе11іgепсе, Jiberate captured 
persoплel , апd to kill or capture persoпnel . 61 The raid force retains terraiп 
jнst loпg enough to accomplish the intent, and uп l ess it is а stay-bel1ind нnit, 

recovers to fгіеп(іІу lines. Raids are goveгned Ьу four fuпdamentals: surprise 

"" Aшlщshes will Ье discussed more іп deptl1 іп CllЩJter 12- Combat Patrols. 
''' l{aids 1vill Ье discLІssed mоге in deptl1 ін Chapter !2 --- Combat Patrols. 
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and speed, coordiпated fires, vіоІепсе ot' action, апd а рІаппеd withdrawal. 
The target type, terraiп, and епету t'orces will greatly іпtlнепсе the raidiпg 
torce compos itioп. 

Wheп possible, the leader shoLJid maintaiп sqнad апd fire team iпtegrity. 
The task organizatioп ot' а raid is deteпnined Ьу the ршроsе ot' the 
operatioп; ho\vever the raidiпg t'orce попnаІІу coпsists ot' the t'ollowing 
elements: 
• Headquarters- command шкі сопtгоІ: PL, PSG, RTO, medic, etc. 
• Secшity - pгovides early warпiпg, isolates OBJ, and coveгs vvithdrawal . 
• Sttpport- provides direct fires ЮТ sнppress апd пetІtralize. 
• Assaнlt- seize апd sесше the objective. 
• Breacl1 - ехеснtе breach to allow entry опtо objective. 

The main liit't'ereпces betweeп а raid апd other attack foгms are tl1e 
limiteli objectives of the raid and the associated withlirawal followiпg 

completion. Raids migl1t Ье condtІcted in dayligt1t or darkпess, withiп or 
Ьеуопd sttpportiпg distaпce of· the pareпt t111it. Wheп the агеа to Ье raided is 
Ьеуопd sнpportiпg Liistaпce of fтіепdІу Ііпеs, tl1e raidiпg party operates as а 
separate force. А specific objective is normally assigпeli to orieпt the raiding 
uпit. Dшіпg the withlira\val, tl1e attackiпg force should use а route or axis 
differeпt Гrom that used to conduct tl1e raid itself. 

The ГоІІоwіпg are some notable raitis іп SOF history: 

f{aid оп !ОЬеп Emael 
Operat ioп Aгchery 

Орегаtіоп СІ1ш·іоt 

Operatioп JtJbilee 
Operat ioп Guппeгside 

Орегаtіоп Eicllte 
f{aid оп СаЬапаtuап 
f{aid оп Los Bai'ios 
OperatiOІl Іvогу Coast 
Opeгation ТІшп(іегЬоІt 

Орегаt іоп Aci(J Gambit 
13attle of Mogadishu 
Орепttіоп Neptuпe Spea1· 

І О Мау 1940 Geгman Гallscl1irmjageІ· 1·aid. 
27 Dec 1941 Bгitislt Commaпdo destruct i oІt raid. 
28 Mar1942 
19 Aug 1942 
27 ГеЬ 1943 
12 Septl943 
ЗО Jап 1945 
n г·еь 1945 
21 Nov 1970 
4 July 1976 
20 Dec 1989 
2-3 Oct 1993 
2 Мау 2011 

Bгirisl1 Conнnaпdo destrLJctioп 1·aid. 
Вгіt іs\1-Сапа(ііап destлJct·ioп rai(J. 
SOE sabotage гаіd. 
Waffeп-SS Коттап(fо rescue пtid. 
Raпger рrіsопег ІіЬегаtіоп гаіd. 

АігЬоmе prisoner ІіЬегаtіоп гаіd. 
USSF рrіsопег libet·ation raid. 
Sayeret Matkal hostage гescue raid. 
JSOC lюstage гesctJe ra i(J. 
JSOC captuгe/kill гaids. 
JSOC captшe/kiiiІ·aid. 

Feint ·· А feint is а Гопn of' attack used to deceive the епеmу оГ the Іосаtіоп 
or time ot' tl1e actual decisive operatioп or таіп attack. lts pнrpose is to 
deceive the епету апd catІse І1іш to геасt іп а particular way; sнch as Ьу 
repositioniпg Гorces, committiпg its reserve, or st1ifi:iпg tires. The t'eiпt seeks 
direct fire coпtact >vith the епешу Ьнt avoids decisive eпgagemeпt. 

The Геіпt, іп шапу ways, is ideпtical to other attack forms. The Геіпt is 
mt1cl1 more limited іп scope thaп other attack foпns, in part dtle to its 
extremely specific objective. The scale ot' the operatioп, however, is ustшlly 
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apparent опІу to tl1e contro\ling headquarters. For the elernent actually 
conducting the feint , suc\1 as ап infantry company or batta\ion, execution is 
just as rapid and violent as in а fu\1 -sca\e attack.62 

Demonstration -А demonstration is а form of attack used for deception. 63 

Jt is rnade with the intention of deceiving the еnешу ; however contact vvith 
еnешу forces is not sought. Feiпts and demonstratioпs deceive the enemy as 
to the true intentions of the attack ing force. They pin the еnешу in р\асе , 

divert his attention, and al\o~· the decisive асtіоп elsewhere. If they tшveil 
weaknesses in tl1e епешу, they are followed нр with а l1asty or· delibeгate 
attack. Dernoпstrations mнst Ье clearly visible to tl1e eпerny withoнt Ьеіпg 
transparently deceptive in паtше. 64 

Defensive Operations - А defensive task is а task condнcted to defeat an 
attackiпg enemy fогсе, retaiп key terrain, gain time, economize forces , аші 
develop coпditioпs Гavorable for off'ensive or stability tasks (AГJRP 3-0). ln 
Claнsewitz ' s estimatioп, "tl1e defeпsive foпn of warf'are is iпtriпsically 

stroпger tl1a11 the offeпse."65 As part of defensive operatioпs, the сотрану 
may cle{end, delay, witl1draw, or counterattack, along with additional 
security tasks. The three liefeпsive tasks аге : 

І. Area Defense. 
2. МоЬіІе Deteпse. 
3. Retrograde Oper·ations. 

І. Area De.feшe ··· The area defeпse is а defeпsive task that coпceпtrates оп 
deпying enemy forces access to designated teгrain for а specitic time ratheг 
thaп destroying the епеmу outright (ADRP 3-90). The tocus of the area 
defense is оп retaiпiпg terraiп wl1ere tl1e bulk ot' the defeпdiпg torce 
positions itself in mutually sнpportiпg, prepaгed positioпs (See Figшe 6-12). 

67 А feint is tlesigned to divert tl1e enemy' s at.tention fгom tl1e decisive орегаtіоп. L)uгing 
Opeгation Desert Stoпn, elements of the І" Cavalry Division of VII Corps, condнcted feiлts іл 
tl1e Rнgi pocket, aside tl1e Wadi аІ-Ваtіп ргіог to tl1e gгoнnd assaнlt он 24 FеЬгнагу, І991. Т11іs 

action fixed Ігаqі fi·ontliпe ш1its and deceived Ігаqі commaнde1·s tlшt tl1e coalition main attack 
was going to Ье іп the Wadi ai-Batin. 
6 ' l' M З-2І.20 Т11е lпfantry Battalioп, 4-58. 
64 Ibid. 
65 Clausewitz, On Wаг, VI, І , 428. 
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Iїgure 6- 12. Platoon L)efel1se Sket<:ll. 

Uпits таіпtаіп theiг positioпs and сопtгоІ the tеrгаіп between these 
positioпs. ТІ1е commaпder сап use his reserve to reinforce tires; add depth, 
block, or restore the positioп Ьу counteгattack; seize the initiative; апd 
destroy епету f'orces. Units at аІІ ecl1elons сап conduct ап агеа det'ense. 

Def'ensive Techniцues -- The company normally det'ends нsіпg one ot' these 
basic c\efeпsive techпiqнes: 
• Defeпd іп sector. 
• Defeпd from а battle positioп (ВР). 
• Defeпd а stгoпgpoint. 

• Defeпd а perimeter. 
• Defeпd іп а linear ciefeпse. 
• Defeпci іп а пonliпear defeпse . 

• Defeшi оп а reveгse slope. 

Sector Oe_f'ense - А sector is the соmрапу control measшe that provicies the 
шost freeciom of action to а platooп. It gives the рІаtооп the flexi\)ility to 
орегаtе deceпtralized, while епsнrіпg sufficient coпtrol to avoid confнsion 
and syпchronize the coшpany's operation. ln restricted teгrain, wl1ere 
dismoнпted Iпfaпtry forces prefer to work, тнtнаІ sнpport between tl1e 
coшpany's platooп battle positions is diПicult to achieve. Seeiпg and 

264 



Chapter б Tactics 

controlling tl1e fight throughout the company sector are also very ditficult 
for the commander. 

Battle Positions- А battle position is а generallocation orientation of forces 
оп the ground where units defend. The platoon is located wit!1iп the general 
area of the ВР. When fighting а company defense in sector from platoon 
battle positioпs, the сопсерt is to defeat the attacker throLJgh the depth of his 
formation Ьу confronting him with effective fires from mutually suppoгting 
BPs as he tries to maneuver around t.hem. 
Опе teclшiчue is to allow the enemy to move into the engagemeпt area 

(ЕА) апd destroy l1im with massed fires. Anotl1er techniчue is to eпgage the 
attacker at maximшn raпge with fires froш field artillery, (and mortaгs) апd 
then engage with orgaпic aпtiarmor weapoпs positioned to deliver fires at 
maxinшm effective raпges fгom the flaпks and rear. As the enemy closes, 
antiatmor weapons may move to alterпate ог SLІpplementaгy fігіпg positions 
\Vithin the ВР to continLJe Лrіпg апd avoid Ьеіпg bypassed. 
А platoon nюves from its primary, alternate, sLІpplementary, or 

sнbseчuent positioп опІу with the commшкie1·'s approval, or wl1en the 
соmmаш.іег has prescribed а раrtіснІш· coпdition as а reason to move. The 
four types оУ battle positions are: primary, alterлate, SLІpplemeпtary, and 
subseчueпt. The three levels оГ preparedness are: осснріеlі, ргераrес! Ьнt поt 
occLJpied, рІаппеd. 

Strongpoint De/ense -- А сотралу шight Ье directed to coпstrнct а 

stroпgpoiпt as part of· an Tпf'aпtry ЬаttаІіоп defense. Іп order to do so, it is 
augmeпted witl1 eпgineer support, пюrе weapoпs, апd sнstaiпmeпt 

resources. А strongpoiпt is defeпded нпtіІ the coІшnander directiпg the 
deteпse foпnally orders tl1e uпit онt ot· it. The specifїc positioпiпg оГ нпіts іп 
the strongpoiпt depeпds оп the соmрапу commaпder's rnissioп aпalysis. 

Additioпally, t.he stгoпgpoint rnust Ье divided ілtо seveгal іпdерепdепt, Ьut 
mнtLJally supportiпg, positioпs ог sectors. If опе ot· the positioпs or sectors 
пшst Ье evacLJated or is overruп, limit the enemy репеtгаtіоп with oЬstacles 
апd fires, апd support а couпterattack. 

CoпstrLJct obstacles апd miпefїelds to disгнpt апd canalize епеmу 

formatioпs, to reinf'orce fires, апd to protect the strongpoiпt froш the assaнlt. 
PJace the obstacles апd miпes онt as far as friendly нnits can observe them, 
>vithin the strongpoiпt, and at poiпts іп betweeп wl1ere they will Ье useful. 
Ргераrе range cards for each positioп and coпfirm them Ьу fires. Рlал 

іп,іігесt fires in 'ietail апd register them. Plan апd test several means оГ 
commuпicatioп within the stroпgpoint апd to higher !1ea,iчuarters; 

possibilities іпсІнdе radio, wire, messenger, pyrotechпics, апd othe1· sigпals. 
lmprove or repair the stroпgpoint нпtіІ tl1e unit is гelieved or with,irawп. 
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More positions can Ье built, tuпnels and tгeпcf1es dнg, existing positioпs 
improved or repaired, and barrieгs ЬніІt ог fixed 66 

ТІ1е defeпdiпg leader exploits tl1e defeпding force's advaпtages of 
осснруіпg the terrain where the figl1t will occur. The defending fогсе 

eпgages tf1e attacker from locations tlшt give the defending fогсе ап 

advantage over tl1e attacking enemy. These locations include defilades, 
rivers, tl1ick woods, S\vamps, cliffs, canals, built-up areas, and reverse 
slopes. Defensive positions іп the МВА should make use of existing and 
reinforcing obstacles. ТІ1е commander may сІюоsе to shape the battlefield 
Ьу defending one area to tieny terraiп to the enemy while delayiпg in 
anotl1er area to deceive the enemy coшшander іпtо believing І1е l1as 
achieved SliCCCSS. 

The defending comшander plans Іюw to нsе key teпain to impede the 
enemy's moveшent. Не seeks онt terrain that allows him to mass the effects 
of his fires but forces the еnешу t.o commit his force ріесешеаІ into friendly 
EAs. Tl1is exposes portions of tl1e еnешу force f()r destruction withoнt 

giviпg up the advantages ot· fighting frotn protected positions. Examplcs of 
key terraiп iпcludc tcrraiп tl1at pcnлits tl1e defeпding f()rce to cover а шajor 
obstacle system Ьу firc, апd impoгtant road junctions and cfюke points tl1at 
impact troop пюvешепts, stІch as tl1e movemcnt ofrcserves and LOCs. 

2. Mobile Dе_{еше - Tf1e шоЬіІе defeпse is а defensive task that 
conceпtгates оп tl1e destructioп or defeat ot' the еnешу throllgh а decisive 
attack Ьу а striking force (ADRP 3-90). Т11е focus of' this form of' def'eпse is 
to аІІо-л' the епету to advance to а point whcrc hc is cxposed to а decisive 
countcrattack Ьу the striking force. 

The striking torce is а dedicated counterattack force coпstitutiпg the bt~lk 
of' available сошЬаt povver. А fixing force supplemeпts tl1e strikiпg force . 
The coшmander нses his tixing force to hold attacking еnешу forces in 
positioп, to help clшnnel attackiпg епешу torces into aшbush areas, апd to 
retaiп areas t'rom whicl1 to Jauпch the striking tогсе. The coшшander шust 
Ье аЬІе to shape the battlefield, caнsing thc еnешу to overexteпd his Jiпes of 
соnшшnісаtіоп (LOCs), expose his flanks, апd dissipate his combat power. 
Likewise, the cotшnander шнst Ье аЬІе to шоvе arouпd and behind the 
enemy force he intends to снt off and destroy. 

З. Retrograde Operations - The retrograde is а defensive task that involves 
orgaпized moveшent away froш the enemy (AORP 3- 90). The enemy may 
Гогсе tl1ese орегаtіопs, or а commander шау execute tl1em voluntarily. The 

66 Additioпal terms not (iiscusse(f here, stJch as: perimeter defeпse, І іпеаr defeпse , noпlinear 
defense, reverse s lope defeпse, апd exploiting the advantages of terra in are coveгed in (iepth in 
І'М 3-21.10. 
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retrograde is а transitional operation: it is not conducted in isolation. It is 
part ot' а larger scheme ot' maneuver designed to regain tl1e initiative and 
det'eat the eпerny. А det'ending commander transitioпs t'rom the defeпse to 
the retrograde. А retrograde usually iпYolves а combination ot' delay, 
}Vitl1dгawal, and гetir-ement operations. 

Delay - А delay is а form of retrograde іп which а force under pressшe 
trades space for time Ьу slowiпg dowп t!Je eлemy's momentum and 
inflicting maxinшm damage on the enemy \Vithout, in principle, becomiпg 
decisively eпgaged. The delay is one of the most (\emanding of all groLІnd 
combat орегаtіопs. А delay wears dovvn the enemy so that triendly forces 
can regain the iпitiative throLІgh offensive асtіоп, ЬLІу time to establish an 
effective defense, or determiпe enemy intentions as part of а secшity 
operation. 

Nonnally in а delay, iпflicting casualties оп the enemy is secondary to 
gaiпing time. For example, а Лапk security force coпducts а delay орегаtіоп 
to provide time fог the pгotected t'orce to establisl1 а viable defense along its 
threatened Лапk . Except when directed to prevent епеmу penetтatioп of а 
phase Ііпе (PL) f'ог а specific duration, а f'огсе condLІcting а delay nonnally 
does поt Ьесоmе decisively engaged. 

Withdгmval · ·· А \Vitl1drawal, а f'orm of retrogracle, is а planned operatioп іп 
which а force in contact disengages from an епеmу force (FM 3-0). The 
Jeader may or may not coпduct а witl1dra,va! uпder enemy pressшe. 

SuЬordiпate LІПits may witl1draw without the entire force withdrawiпg. 

Witl1drawals агс iпherently tiangeroLІs ЬесаLІsе they involve moving uпits to 
the rear апсІ away from wlшt is usually а stronger епеmу force. 

Іп tl1e below example (Figure 6-13), а platoon conducts а witl1drawal 
нnder pressure from а superior епеmу force. J sr Sqнad reacts to contact апd 
creates а base-ot'-tire (l) vvhile 2"d Sqнad displaces to create а secoпd base
of-tire position (2) to the Jeft ог right МЕТТ-ТС dependent. When 2"d Sqнad 
is set, 3rd Sqнad estaЬiishes their base-of-tire position (3). Ву this action the 
platoon forms an inveгted wedge, maximiziпg firepower. Оп order trom the 
РІ., ] sr Sqнad (or initial base-of-fire e!ement) displaces tO\Vard the left ог 
right, to the flank of another squad's base-of-tire (4) . This асtіоп frees up 
the neighboring sqнad to boнnd back (Ьу squad or fire team) to а position 
which 'Nill again estaЬlisl1 an inveгted wedge (5). This action continнes until 
the unit can either regain the offense or establish itself in а mоге tenable 
(iefensive positioп. 
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Гїgше 6- 13. Platooп Witlldгa\\•a l нпdег Pгessure. 

Retiгement - А retiremeпt is а torm of retrograde і п wl1ich а force out of 
coпtact with the епешу шoves away frotn the enemy (JP 1-02). А retiring 
unit organizes for сошЬаt but does not aпticipate interfereпce Ьу епешу 

grouпd foгces. Typica lly, anotheг uпit's secLJrity force covers the moveшeпt 
of опе forшation as the unit conducts а retiremeпt. Ho\vever, nюЬіІе епеmу 

268 



Chapter б Tactics 

forces, unconventional forces, air strikes, air assaults, or long-range fires 
шау atteшpt to interdict tl1e retiring нnit. The coшшander шнst рІап for 
еnешу actions ancl organize the uпit to tїght in self-defeпse . The coшшander 
usually conducts retireшent operations to reposition his forces for futшe 
operations or to ассошшоdаtе the current concept ofthe opeгation . 

1Иrе Obstacles - The three types of wire obstacles are protective, tactical, 
and supplementшy (See Figuгe 6-14). f'or best effect, protective obstacles 
are tied into existing or tactical reinforcing obstacles along with шines and 
wire. ln planning protective obstacles, the conшtanlieг evaluates the 
potential threat to the coшpany's position. Тhеп, he ешрІоуs the Ьest systeш 
for that threat. Protective obstacles are usually located Ьеуош.і hаш.і grenade 
distance ( 40 to 1 ОО шeters) froш the soldier's fighting positioп, and ша у 
extend out 300 to 500 шeters to tie into tactical obstacles and existing 
restricteti terrain. 

Figнre 6-14. Wire Obstacles . 

Protective wire can Ье а сошрІех obstacle providing al l-rouпd protectioп 

of' а platoon periшetec lt шight also Ье а sішрІе wire obstacle оп the likely 
disшounted avenue of approach into а squad aшbusl1 position . Comшaпd 

detonated М 18 СІаушоrе шines сап Ье integrated іпtо the protective wire or 
used separately. Tactical wire is positioпed to iпcrease the effectiveness of 
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tl1e company's tїres. Usнally, it is positioned along the friendly side of the 
machine gun f'іпаІ protective lines (FPLs). Tactical miпefields may also Ье 
integгated into these wire obstacles or used separately. Supplementary wire 
obstacles can break up the І іпе of tactical vvire. This helps prevent the 
enemy from locatiпg fгіешіІу weapons (particнlarly the machine gнns) Ьу 
followiпg tl1e tactical vvire. 

Tactical Enabling Operatioш - support tt1e laгger unit's efrort to 
accomplish its mission. They always рІау а sнpporting role in decisive 
action. There are six types of tactical enabliпg operations: reconnaissance; 
security; troop nюvement; relief in рІасе; passage of lines; and combine'J 
arms breach . 

Conclusion 

Historical volumes ~·іІІ never furnish а model that need only Ье 

reprodнced in ordeг to defeat the enemy. As we 've said, tactical sнccess will 
come to the tacticiaп who displays the greatest t·esoнrcefulness, initiative, 
and creativity, поt to the one who slavishly applies rigid theoгies апd rнles 
memorized in the classroom. Іп tl1is cl1apter we have explored the tіосtгіпаІ 
coпccpts and priпciplcs that will спаL)Іс LІS to mastcr thc art and scicncc of 
tactics. Оuг goal is to Ье tiecisive іп battle. То that епtі we пшst clearly 
visualize tl1e battlespace throнgh sitнatioпal awaret1ess, а recognitioп of 
patteшs and iпdicators а!опg wit/1 ап ability to make sонпd decisions 
iпtuitively. 
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Chapter 7 The Operations Process 

"Visuali::e а clesiгed outcome. proactively shape circumstances to теє/ it, 
wl1ile щіарІіvе(у accounting/oг chance ancifriction." 

The pLІrpose of this clшpter is to gain ап LІnderstandiпg fог the operations 
process and how the waгfigl1tiпg fLІnctions (WFT), operational апd missioп 
variables, as well as certaiп aspects iпherent to SOJ~' opeгations woгk 

togetl1er. Tl1is chapteг consists ofthe following: 

І. The Opcratioпs Process. 
2. Operational апd Missioп Variables. 
З. Warfigl1ting Fuпctioпs. 
4. SOF Opcratioпal Metlюdology. 
5. SOF Missioп Criteria. 
6. Target Analysis. 

The Operations Process - wl1ile simple іп сопсерt (plan, prepare, execLІtc, 
ancl assess), is dyпamic іп execLІtion (See Figнre 7-1). The operations 
process is the exercise ot' command and сопtгоІ (С2) throughout tt1e coпdLІct 
ot' operations. ft is the Army's metlюd ot' рІаппіпg, prepariпg, cxecLІtiпg, 
апd assessiпg operatioпs. ThroLІghout tl1e operatioпs pгocess, leaders seek to 
ЬніІd апd maintaiп their sitнatioпal awareпess. 

Execute 
f·їguгe 7- 1. Т11е Ope1·atioпs Pгocess. 
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Ceaders continнously update their нnderstaпding as tl1e operation 
progresses. As tl1e operations process begiпs, leaciers provide 
visualizatioп-the mental pi'Ocess of developiпg situatioпal uпderstaпding, 

сіеtепnіпіпg а desireci епd state, апсі envis ioпing а broad сопсерt on how the 
f'orce may achieve the end state. This provicies the basis for developiпg plans 
and orders, апd сішіпg execution, it l1elps leaders сіеtепnіпе і f, wІ1еп , and 
what to decide as they adapt to cl1angiпg conditioпs . Throughoнt the 
орегаtіопs pгocess, leadeгs exercise С2 to integrate the other warfighting 
f'нпсtіопs (WFF) to syncl1roпize the acti\1ities of· f'orces іп time, space, апd 
purpose.1 

The operatioпs process coпsists of f'ouг majoг activities -- рІап, prepare, 
execute, апd assess: 

Plan - А plan is the art and sсіепсе of нпderstaпd ing а situation, 
eпvis ioпing а desired future, апd Jayiпg онt eftective \\1ays of bringing that 
ftJtшe about. The Army' s tl1ree plaпn ing methodologies are: 
• ТСР (Troop Ceading Procedure). 
• MDMP (Military f)ecision Makiпg Process). 
• l)esigп. 

Prepare - These are the actJvJties performed Ьу а unit to improve their 
ability to execute ап operatioп. То help eпsure the force is protected апd 
prepareci for executioп, нnits conciнct the following activities: 
• Сопсінсt !SR. 
• Сошінсt security operations. 
• Сопсінсt protection. 
• Manage terraiп. 
• Coordinate and сопdнсt liaison. 
• Соntілне to build partnerships and teams. 
• Сопdнсt confim1atioп brief's. 
• Conduct rehearsals . 
• Coпduct plans-to-operations tтansitions . 

• Revise and retine tl1e plan. 
• Complete task orgaп ization. 

• Integrate new soldiers апd uпits. 
• Train. 
• Initiate troop movemeпts . 

• Prepare tепаіп . 

1 Сотшшні апd сопtІ·оІ is tl1e ехегсіsе of atІtlюrity апd lіітесtіоп Ьу а properly tiesigпateli 
соmтащіег over assigned апlі attacheli foгces in the accotnplisl1шent of а missioп. ТІ1е Aпny's 

теапs of cotnmand апd coпtrol is miss ioп comtnaпd. 
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• Condнct sнstaiшnent preparation . 
• Jnitiate tieception operations. 
• Condнct pre-combat checks and inspections (РСС/РСІ). 

Execute -- Pнtting а plan into action Ьу applying combat power to 
accoшplish the mission. The tl1ree ГшкіашеntаІs ot' execution are: 
• Seize and retain tl1e initiative. 
• Bнild and maiпtain moшentшn. 
• Exploit sнccess. 

Assess Tl1e contirшoнs deteпnination оУ Н1е progгess toward 
accompJ ishing а task, creating an etTect, or achieving ап objective. 
Assessmeпt coпsists of"the tollowing activities: 

Monitoriпg the cuгrent situatioп to collect relevant iпtormatioп. 
• Evaluating progгess toward attaiпing enc] state conditioпs, acl1ieviпg 

objectives, and perYormiпg tasks . 
• Recomшeпding or directing action tor impгovemeпt. 

The guidiпg principles in the operations process а ге ( 1) coшmaпders drive 
the process; (2) apply critica] апd creative thinkiпg; (3) build and maiпtain 
situational awareness; апd (4) eпcourage collaboration atld dialogue. The 
Yollo\ving diagraш visнally demonstrates !10w the operatioпs process fits 
within the context oYunified land operatioпs (See Figшe 7-2). 

Develop operations Cognitively link 
characterized Ьу tactical actions to 
flexibility, int~ration, strat~ic oЬjectives 

Organize effort within а comm~y urк!erstood consii\Jct 

І Operations Structure І lethality, adaptability, 1 
depth, аrк! 

~~і:_ ,_ --~~=~:~,~r: ,,:r~~ 
Tenets І Operational Art І Operations .1 Operational Warfighting І 

І Process .
1

1 Framework І Functions 
Aextbllity The put$Jif of і Plan , Deciswe-$tщ>ng-

1
; МiS$ion Convnand 

lntegrвtion stta!egic oЬ)ecti'les. ! · Nrщ Oesign Sustail\lng Мovement and 
Let!Wity in -.f>ole or in ра~. І.І· М~~~ЮW І Deep.Ciose--Secunty _І! Maмuver j 
Depth ment о/ tact<:al . • ТLР "'"'" · F"res ~~··· ,...,. .. _,. . І ~ .. ··- ,,..,_ І 
Synchronization actions in ~me. ! Preparв І sustainmenJ ~~· 

space. and purpose І Execute І Protection 
1 Assess 

J ь.-. 
DSCA deltnle suwort оІ шlou!horrtiн 
МОМР mMщdeci-~ ~""<"'' 

TLP voop ІеіІ4~ proa!(!,..es 
.VMO weapons or """ destroo1011 

Figure 7-2. I.Jni1їed l . .and Opeгations Underlying l .. ogic (ADP 3-0). 
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Operational and Mission Variables - Сошшапdеrs апd staffs нsе the 
operatioпal апd m1ssюп variables to help ЬніІd tl1eir sitнatioпal 

uщierstaпdiпg. They апаІуzе апd describe ап operatioпal eпviroпmeпt іп 

teпns of eight iпteпelated operatioпal variables.2 They coпsist of: 
• Political - describes the distributioп of' respoпsibility апd роwег at а\1 

levels of gоvегпапсе-f'огmаІІу coпstitнteli autlюr ities, as well as 
iпformal or covert politica\ powers. 

• МіІіtагу - explores the military апd paramilitary capabilities of аІІ 
relevaпt actors (епеmу, frieпdly, апd nelltral) іп а giveп орегаtіопаІ 

eпviroпment. 

• Есопоmіс -- eпcompasses individllal апd grollp behav iors related to 
prodнciпg, distribнtiпg, апd consшniпg гesources . 

• Social -- describes the cultural , religiolls, and etlшic makellp \Vitl1in an 
operational enviroпment апd the belief's, vallles, customs, апd behaviors 
of society шembers . 

• Iпformation - describes the natнre, scope, characteristics, апd effects of 
individuals, organizatioпs, and systems that collect, process, 
disseminate, or act оп information . 

• Infrastructure - is composed of the basic facilities, services, and 
instaJ\ations needed for the functioning of а commtшity or society. 

• Physical eпviro11111ent - inclнdes the geography and maпmade 

strнctшes, as well as tl1e climate and weatl1er in the area of operations. 
• Time - describes the timing and dшаtіоп of activities, eveпts , or 

conditioпs within an operational environment, as well as how the timiпg 
апd duration are perceived Ьу various actors іп tl1e operational 
environшent . 

Upon receipt of а mission , the Jeader filters information categorized Ьу 
the operational vш·iables іпtо relevant iпformatioп with respect to the 
mission . They use the mission variables, in соmЬіпаtіоп with the operational 
variab\es, to refiпe the ir uщierstanding of the sitllation and to visualize, 
describe, ащі ciirect operations. 

Mission Variables (МЕТТ-ТС) Mission variables describe 
cl1aracteristics of' tl1e area of operations, focusing оп Jюw they might affect а 
mission. The mission variables are missioп , enemy, terraiп and weather, 
troops and support available, time available, and civil coпsideratioпs 

(МЕТТ-ТС) . 3 

' ADRP 5-О , 1-7. 
3 lbid, 1-8. 
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Mission - The шission is the task, together witl1 tl1e pLІrpose, that clearly 
indicates tl1e action to Ье taken and tl1e reason tl1erefore. lt is always the fiгst 
vагіаЬІе leaders consitieг dшіпg decision making. А mission statement 
contains the "wІю, what, when, wІ1еге, and 'Nhy" ofthe operation. 

Enemy - The secoпti variable to consider is the епеmу dispositions 
(inciLІdiпg organization, strength, Іосаtіоп, апd tactical пюЬіІіtу), doctrine, 
eqLІipmeпt, capabilities, vLІinerabilities, and probable coшses oГaction. 

Terrain аті •veat/Іer - Ceaders апаІуzе terraiп LІsing the five military 
aspects ot' terrain expressed in the memoгy aid ОАКОС: obseгvatioп апd 
tields of fire, avenLІes of' approacl1, key апd clecisive terrain, obstacles, cover 
and coпcealment. The military aspects of weather inclнde visibility, wind, 
precipitation, cloud cov-er, temperatнre, and hшпidity. 

Troop~· аті support availab/e - This variable includes tl1e nшnber, type, 
сараЬіІ ities, and coпdition of available fгіепtіІу tюops and SLІpport. 

Time available - !Jeaders assess the time available for plaпning, preparing, 
and execнting tasks and operations. This іпсІнdеs the time reqнiгeti to 
assemble, сІерІоу, and mш1etІver units in relatioпsl1ip to the enemy апd 
conditioпs. 

Civil Consitlerations - These are the inflLІeпce of manmade iпtrastгLІctLІre, 

civilian iпstitLІtioпs , апd activities of the сіvіІіап leaders, popLІiatioпs, and 
organizatioпs within an area of operations on the сопdнсt of military 
operatioпs. Civil considerations comprise six characteristics, expressed іп 

tl1e menюry aid ASCOPE: areas, structшes, capabilities, organizations, 
реорІе, and eveпts 

The Warfighting Functioвs- As we continнe to Іау а firm foLІndation for 
everytl1ing we may Ье called LІроп to perfoпn as а tactical lea(ier, we are 
110w moving fгom theory to practice, which brings us to tl1e Аплу's six 
\Narfighting Гнnctions. Tl1ese warfighting fLІпctioпs enable the leader to 
conceptLІalize аІІ aspects of the battlespace, plan шк! execute missioпs, 

while leaving as little as possible to chance. Ву synchroпizing these 
waгfigl1tiпg Гнnсtіопs, thc Ісаdег can maximize l1is unit 's combat power. 
Combat power is the total means of· destгнctive, constrнctive, and 
infoпnation capabilities that а military uпit or fоппаtіоп сап аррІу at а given 
time. Combat. povver has eight elements: leadersl1ip, intormatioп, mission 
commaпd, пюvетепt and maneнver, iпtelligence, fires, sнstainment, and 
protectioп. 
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The Аrшу collectively LiescriL)CS the last six eleшents as the warfightiпg 
fнпсtіопs. The followiпg is а slюrt oyervie;v of the six war fighting 
fнпсtіопs (See І;іgше 7-3): 

The element$ of combat power are the warfighting functions 
tied together Ьу leadershlp. 

Protection 

Figшe 7-3. ТІ1е Warfїghting Fш1ct i ons. 

Inte/ligence. The iпtelligeпce warfightiлg fнпсtіоп iпvolves the related 
tasks апd systeшs that facilitate нпderstandiпg of the епешу, tеrгаіп, 

weather, алd civil coпsideratioпs. It iпclнdes tlюse tasks associated with 
iпtelligeпce, sшYeillance, апd reconnaissance. Т11е iпtelligeпce waгfigl1tiпg 
fнnctioп сошЬіпеs а flexible апLі aLijнstable arcl1itecture of procedнгes, 
personnel, organ i zatioпs , and equipment to proYiLie commanders with 
relevaпt informatioп anLi pгoducts relatiпg to an area's threat, civil рорнІасе, 
апd environmeпt. 4 

ТІ1е iпtelligence \Varfighting functioп inclнLies the followiпg tasks: 
• Support force generation. 
• Support sitнationalнпderstaпLiiпg. 
• Provide іпtеІІіgепсе support to targeting ащі іпГоrmаtіоп capabilities . 

", .. м 3-2І.ІО, І-19. 
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• Collect information 5 

1tfovement шиІ maneuver. The moveшeпt and maneuvcr warfighting 
fuпctioп is tl1e rclated tasks апd systcшs that nюvc forces to achieve а 

position of advaпtagc іп rclation to thc cncmy. lt includcs thosc tasks 
associatcd witl1 cшploying forces in сошЬіпаtіоn with dircct firc or fігс 

potcntial (maпcuver), forcc projcctioп (nюvcmeпt), and moЬility апd 

сонпtегmоЬіІіtу. Movcmeпt апd maneнveг агс Н1е mcans Ьу wl1icl1 
commaпdcrs concentratc combat powcr to acl1ievc sнrprise, shock, 
пюmcntнm, and dominaпce . 6 

Fire support. The tirc suppoгt wartighting fuпctioп is the rclated tasks апd 
systems that pгovidc col!ectivc апd coordinatcd нsе of Лrmy indirect tircs, 
joint tires, апd otfcпsive iпformatioп operations. It іпсІнdеs tfюse tasks 
associatcd with iпtegгatiпg апсІ syncl1roпizing the effects ot' these types of 
tires \Vith the other \Vaгtlgl1tiпg ftJпctioпs to accomplish operatioпal апd 

tactical objectives. 7 

Protection. Tl1e protcctioп warfightiпg fнпction is the related tasks and 
systems that preseгve the force so the commander сап аррІу maximum 
combat power. The protectioп warfightiпg fuпctioп includes tl1e following 
tasks: 
• Сопdнсt operational area secнrity. 
• Employ safety techпiqнcs (iпclнding tratricide avoidance). 
• lmplemeпt operations security. 
• lmplement physical security procedнrcs. 
• Provide intell іgепсе support to pгotcction . 

• lшplemcnt iпformatioп protectioп . 

• ЛррІу antitcrrorism mcasнres. 
• Coпduct law and order. 
• Coпduct sнrvivability operations. 
• Provide force hcaltl1 protection. 

Сопdнсt cl1emical, biological, raciiological, ащі nuclear operatioпs. 
Provide cxplosive оrdпапсс disposal апd pгotcction support. Coordinate 
аіг апd missilc defcпse . 

• Conduct рсrsоппеІ recoveгy operations. 
• Conduct intermnent and rescttlement. 8 

5 ADRP 3-0, 3-4. 
6 гм 3-21.10, 1-19. 
7 lbid. 
' ADRP 3-0, 3-4. 
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Sustainment. Thc sнstаіпшспt warfightiпg t'нпсtіоп is tl1e rclatcd tasks апd 
systcms that providc sнpport апd scrviccs to cпsLІrc frccdom of асtіоп, 
cxtcпd operatioпal reach, ащі proloпg спdшапсе. It іпсІнdеs those tasks 
associated with: 
• Coпduct logistics . 
• Provilie рсrsоппеІ scrvices. 
• Provilie hcalth service support.9 

Sustaiпшcпt allo\vs uпiпtcrrupted operatioпs through adcquate апd 

сопtіпuонs logistical support sнсІ1 as supply systcшs, шаіпtепапсс, апd 

othcr services. 10 

Command шtd cmttrol. Thc commaпd апd coпtrol wartightiпg tuпctioп 
iпcludes the related tasks апd systems tlшt sнpport сопншшdсrs іп 

exercisiпg aнthority апd directioп . It iпcludes the tasks ot' acqu i riпg t'rieпdly 

іпfопnаtіоп, managing гelevant iпformat ioп , апd directing апd Jeadiпg 

sнbordiпates. Comшand алd coпtrol has two parts: the commander and the 
commaпd and control (С2) system. Through comшand and control , tl1e 
commander initiates and integrates аІІ warfighting functions. 

SOF Operational Methodology - Another еопсерІ we пееd to iпtroduce is 
the SOF operatioпal шethodology. Special \Yarfare uses the SOr' opeгational 
methodology to ideпtify gaps, and builds and streпgtheпs t'riendly nct\vorks 
іп the ехеснtіоп of UW апd FID. There are а t'ew differences between the 
opeгations pгocess апd the SOF opemtional methodology. First, t!1e SOF 
operatioпal methodology is пormally depcndcпt оп поп-SОF assistaпcc 

(Fifth SOF Trнth). Sccoпd , it rcqнircs opcrational iпtcJJigcncc, апd third, 
the Jevcl of participatioп Ьу шіssіоп pcrsonnel is grcatly incгcased. 

The SOF operational methodology iпcludes fiпd, fix , finish, exploit, and 
апаІуzе (f'ЗЕА). This mcthodology-r'ЗEA-is inhereпt іп the ехеснtіоп ot' 
аІІ spccial operations. А sшgical strike uses F'ЗЕА to satisfy the reчuircmeпt 
ofreliable, actionable iпte l l i gcnce for taгgeti пg pшposes. 11 

The followiпg ciiagram visLІally demoпstrates - tl1e SOr' operation 
metlюdology (FЗЕА). 

"AD!{P 3-0, 3-4. 
"' 1·:м 3-21.10, 1-19. 
11 АLЖР 3-05 , 3-10. 
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Figure 7-4. SOF Operatioпal Metl1odology (FЗЕА). 

SOF Missioп Criteria- As we continue to discuss the planniлg particulars 
оГ SOF operations, а look at the tїve basic operatioлal mission criteria will 
prove beneficial. Tl1ese five criteria sнpport the employmeлt of SOF іл 

sнpport of' tl1e joint force campaign or operatioн рІап (OPLAN) . 
Additioпally, these criteria provicie guideliпes for conventional and SOF' 
commanders апd planпers to use wheп coпsiciering the employment of' SOF. 
As these qнestions are applied to plaпning, ап affїrmative response is 
optimal. The fїve basic operatioпalmission criteria іпсІнdе: 

І. ls 1/Іе missiou appropriate? SOF should Ье used to acl1ieve eff'ects that 
require SOF's uпique skills and capabilities. ІГ tl1e etf'ects do поt requiгe 
those skills and capabilities, SOF shoнld not Ье assigned. SOf' shoнld not Ье 
used as а sLibstitLІte Гог other forces. 

2. Does 1/te mission support tlte campaign рІап? ІГ the missioп does поt 
support the JFC's campaign or major OPCAN, more appropгiate missioпs 
available Гог SОГ shoLiki Ье сопsісіегесі insteati. 

3. ls 1/te mission operationally feasible? SOF are not strнctuгeti for attritioп 
or Гorce-on-foгce warfare and slюнld not Ье assigned missions Ьеуопd their 
capabilities. SOI; commaпdeгs апd their stat'fs mLІSt consider the 
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vulпerability of SOF. uпits to laгger, шоrе l1eavily arшed or шоЬіІе forces, 
paгticularly іп lюstile territory. 

4. Are required resources available for tlte mission? Some SOF' шissioпs 
гequire support froш other forces f()r success. Suppoгt involves aiding, 
protectiпg, соmрІешепtіпg, апd sustaining ешрІоуеd SOF. Support сап 

iпclude airlitt, intelligeпce, coшшuпications, ТО, шеdісаІ, logistics, space, 
weather, and пuшerous other types of suppoгt. Although а target шау Ье 
vulnerable to SOF, deficiencies in supportability шау at'fect tl1e likelihood 
f(x success or шау eпtirely invaliliate tl1e feasibility ofeшploying SOF. 

5. Wi/1 tlte outcome o.f t/1e mission justifj1 tl1e risk? SOF have high-valнe 
and liшited resouгces. Coшrnaпders шнst шаkе sure the beпefits ot' 
successful шission executioп are шеаsuгаЬІе and іп ЬаІалсе with the risks 
іпІ1еrепt іп tl1e шission assessшent. Sоше operations tlшt SOF can ехеснtе 
шаkе only а шаrgіпаІ сопtrіЬнtіоп to the JFC сашраіgп plan апd preseпt 
gгeat risk to persoпnel апlі шateriel. Coшшanders shouJd recognize the 
high-valнe апlі Jiшiteli resources ofSOF. 
А consideration of these risk шaпaging criteria шау not only prevent the 

poteпtial Joss of SOF tшits апd eчuipmeпt, Ьнt also t/1e risk of adverse 
effects оп US liiploшatic and politicaJ inteгests ifthe шission fails. 

Target Analysis - One of the targeting tooJs of SOF methodology is the 
CARVER шatrix. The criticality, accessibility, recнperability, vнlnerability, 
effect, anli recognizability (CARVER) metholi was developed Ьу the OSS 
duriпg WWII and is useli to prioritize targets. CARVER сап Ье useli froш 
an offeпsive or defensive perspective. Wheп нsіпg this tactical metгic tool, 
the planлer enнmerates critical vulnerabilities (CVs) according to their 
analyze(i rank-ordeг, thereby prioritizing the targeting process. ТІ1е six 
criteгia Jiste(i below are applied against each CV to lieteгmine the impact оп 
the threat organization: CARVER12 

Criticality-Criticality or target valнe is the primary coпsideratioп in 
taгgetiпg. Criticality is related to how шucl1 а target's destгнction, lieпial, 
disruption, influeпcing, апd daшage will ішраіr tl1e adversaгy's political, 
есопошіс, or military operations, or how mнcl1 а target coшponent \Vill 
liisrupt the fнnction of а target complex. In deterшiniпg criticality, 
indiviliual targets within а target systeш шust Ье analyzed witl1 relation to 
the other elements critical to the function ot' the target system or complex. 
Critical targets may also Ье selecteli for SR missions. 

"ADRP 3-05, 4-6. 
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Accessi!Jility-ln order to damage, destroy, (tisгupt, (іепу, influeпce, ог 

collect data оп а taгget, SOI~' must Ье able to reach it with tl1e пecessary 
eqLtipmeпt, eitheг physically or via іп(іігесt meaпs. Ouriпg SR missioпs, 

SOf' not опlу mLІst obseгve tl1e taгget, bLІt also mLІst remaiп іп the area 
LІпdetecte(i Гог exteпded periods of' time. The SOF uпit also nшst Ье аЬІе to 
safcly exЛitrate once the mission is complete. Weather, ligl1t data, physical 
secнrity measLІres, and the adversary's dispositioп at tl1e taгget area are аІІ 
coпsidered. Sometimes, accessibility is judged as either f'easil)\e or 
iпf'easible. 

Recuperability -- ln the case ot' DA missions, it is impoгtaпt to estimate ho\v 
long it will take tf1e adveгsaгy to rераіг, герІасе, or bypass the damage 
intlicted on а target. Primary coпsiderations are spare parts availability and 
the ability to reroute prodLІction. А target is rюt а valid SOF target if' it can 
Ье repaired ог bypassed ir1 а short amoLІnt ot' time or wit\1 minimal 
resoнrces. 

Vuluerability- A target is vнlnerable if SOF have the means and exper1ise 
to attack it. At the strategic level, а mLІch broader range of' resoшces and 
teclшology is available to condнct the target attack. At the tactical level, 
resoнrces may Ье limited to organic personnel, weapons, апd mнnitions or 
assets that can Ье attacheti, borrCJ\NCd, or improvise(i. 

Ef/ect- The target shoLІid Ье attacketi опІу if' the desired etfects can Ье 
created to achieve the objective. These effects may Ье of а military, 
political, economic, infoпnational, or psychological паtше . The effect оп 
tl1e рорLІІасе is vie\ved іп terms of а! ienatiпg the І оса і inl1abitants, 
streпgtheпing tl1e гesistance movement, or tгiggering reprisals against tl1e 
iпtiigenoLІs реорІе іп the immediate taгget area. ТІ1е effect on the рорLІІасе 
may also impact оп tl1e detachment' s inЛ!tratioп, exfiltration, and evasion 
and recovery roLІtes. Collateral damage mLІst also Ье calcLІiated and weighed 
against tl1e expected military beпetit to deteгmine if ап attack wotrld Ье 
advisable шкіег the сопсерt of proportionality. Collateral damage inciLІ(ies, 
but is поt limited to, сіvіІіап іпjшіеs, tieaths, апd adverse economic impacts 
of' tl1e proposed attack. 

Recogniza!Jility- The target must Ье identifiable uпder various \Veatl1er, 
light, and seasonal conditioпs \NitlюLІt being confLІseti \Nitl1 otl1er targets or 
target components. SLІfficient data nшst a!so Ье available tor SOF to fiпd tl1e 
target оп the ground and to diftcгeпtiate the target trom similar objects in tl1e 
target area. ТІ1е same requiremeпt exists to distingLІish target critical damage 
points апd target stress poiпts f'rom similar components and their parent 
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stгuctнres and sштoнndings. Wit\1 appropriate training or augшentation , 

SOF also should Ье able to recognize appropriate coшputer progгaшs, 
coшшuпications ciгcuits, or siшilar targets of cybeг/electroшagnetic 

activities. 

The puгpose of strategic target analysis (CARVER) is to deteпnine the 
critical systeшs or subsysterns that rnust Ье attacked to pгogressively destroy 
or tiegrade the adversaгy ' s waгfigl1tiпg capacity апd >viii to fight. The 
f'ollowiпg diagraш visually dernoпstrates the CARVER matrix (Figure 7-5). 

SAMPlE STRATEGIC CARVER МATFUX APPliCATION 

TARGET SYST:EMS с V Е R TOTAL 

Buїk Electnc Powet з 5 s 5 2:6' 

з 5 3 5 25' 

Wllt&r SUpply 5 5 з 24' 

5 2 2 2 18 

Air Traп:~.pott 2 2 10 

8 

4 4 з 18 

5 2 5 21 

':lrn:Jit:aros tatget systєms suilable lor attack. tn 111Js &xampt.o, the 13tй Elвcttic Pov.oer target 
system llas boon sel!!cted" 

Figure 7-5. CARVER Маtгіх. 

Cooking at the table, the target w ith the higl1est score is the bu lk electric 
power plaпt which has а score total of 26. Thtls, нsing the systern, шоrе 
геsошсеs slюLІid Ье assigneti to hit the bLІik electric po\ver plant. 

ConciLІsion 

Т11е purpose of' this chapter was to gаіп an LІnderstaпdiпg of the 
operatioпs pгocess , 'Л-'artlghtiпg fuпctioпs (Wf' f'), апd certaiп aspects 
inl1erent to SOF operatioпs . Success іп operatioпs deшaпds tішеІу апd 

effective decisioпs baseti оп applying judgшeпt to avai ІаЬІе іпГоrшаtіоп апd 
kщ)\vledge . Jt requires knowiпg both when апd what to tiecide. 13 

13 І'М 5-О The Operat i oпs Process, 1-5. 
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"11/е should nе>·ег Іаkе thejiгst slep •vitfюut considш·ing tl1e last ... 
- Claнse~' itz 

Planning is the агt and science of нnderstandiпg а situation, eпvisioning а 
desired futuгe, and laying онt ап орегаtіопаІ арргоасh to achieve that futllгe 
(f'M 5-О) . It is both а сопtіnнонs апd а сусІісаІ activity of the орегаtіопs 
process. А plan is meant to Ье ajramew01·kfrom wl1ich to ac/apt. not а script 
to Ье jiJIIІмed to the letter. The рнгроsе of this chapter is fог the stнdent of 
war to gain an uпderstanding of the principles of planning аІопg with Н1е 
elements that make нр а good plan апd coпsists ofthe followiпg: 

І. Priпciples of Planning. 
2. Кеу РІапnіпg Concepts. 
3. Troop L~eading Proceduгe (TLP). 
4. Assumption of Commaпd. 

Principles of Planning - А рІал is а contiпuous, evolving framework of 
anticipated actions that maximizes opportunities. It guides subordiпates as 
tl1ey progress throнgl1 each phase of the operation. Planners пшst Ье 
technically and tactically competeпt, Ье disciplined to use doctrinally сопесt 
terms and symbols, апсІ understand the tiшdamental priпciples ofplanning. 

There are seveп principles of planning: 
• Visнalize а desired end-state. 

Adapt tt1e рІап as пecessary. 
• Planпing is сопtіпuонs. 
• Time is tl1e domiпant factor. 
• Emphasize simplicity and flexibi lity. 
• Planning should Ье decisive. 
• Avoid plaпning pitfalls. 

Visua/ize а desired end-state ·- As we 've said, when рІаппіпg is at its best, 
it involves the correct нnderstaпdiпg of а situation, ап envisioning of' а 
desired future (imaginatioп/iпnovation), and а laying out of an operatioпal 
approach to achieve that future (foresight). 

Adapt tlte plan as necessary ····· А plan is а framework trom wl1ich to adapt, 
not а script to Ье tollowed to the letter (FM 5-О). It has been said, ''No plan 
of battle survives the first contact." Altlюugh this is true to an exteпt, we 
should ratheг make flexible plaпs that will survive the first contact. Fнгther, 
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any operatioп шау outпm the initial plan, as fleeting opportuшt1es or 
uпexpected еnешу action шау гequire а quick decision to iшpleшent а new 
ог moditied рІал . 

Planning is continuous - Plans are revised as tіше allo\VS and variations 
(options or Ьгапсhеs) continнe to Ье (Jeveloped. 

Тіте is t/1e dominant j{Іctor - Ef'f'ective plaпners skillf'ully use available 
time to optiшize plaпniпg and preparation thгoughoнt the unit. Ef't'ect ive 
planners rешешЬеr поt to violate the ІІЗ 2/3 Rule. This rule reшiпds 
planпers to use no шоrе tІшп І /3 of' the tіше available to рІап and issue the 
order so that subor(iiпates have 2/3 of' available tіше to prepare f'or the 
mission. 

J:'тp!UІsize simplicity аті jlexibility -The f'ocнs of' any planning process 
should аіш to quickly develop а Лexil1le, sошкі, апd f'ully iпtegrated апd 

synchroпized plan (FM 5-О). 

Planuing sltouM Ье (/ecisive- Plans should Ье directed to acl1ieve а clearly 
detlned and ol1tainable goal withiп the capabil ities оГ the нnit. 

Avoill planning pitjal/s - Decisive planпers гесоgпіzе the vаІне of' planпing 
апсІ avoid соттоп planпiпg pittalls. These pitfalls geпeral ly steш f'rom а 
сопшюn санsе; f'аіІше to appreciate the uпpredictabil ity and нпсеrtаіпtу of' 
шilitary орегаtіопs. ТІ1е Гоuг сошшоn pittalls coпsist оГ: 
• Attemptiпg to f'orecast апd dictate eveпts too far into the fl.Іtшe . 

• Trying t.o plan іп too rnuch detail . 
• Using planning as а scriptiпg process. 
• Institнtioпaliziпg rigid рІаnпіпg шethods . 

Кеу Coшponeпts of а Plan 

'"ft is аІ11'й)'S 11'e!lto keep in mind tlmt onejights /о gain а dejlnite eml - not simp(v 
to jig!Іt. "- lnfantty in Battle 

While each plan is uniqнe , all plans seek а balance tor сошЬіпіng ends, 
ways, and шeans against risk. Eпds аге the desired conditions of' а given 
operation. Ways are actions to achieve tl1e епd st.ate. Means are the 
resources requiгed to execute tl1e way. The key components of' а plan are: 
• Mission stateшent. 
• Commander's intent. 
• Concept oftl1e operation. 
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• Nested concepts. 
• Decisive points and objectives. 
• Lines of operatioпs. 

• Liпes of etrort. 
• Coordinated instrLJctions. 
• Tasks to SLІboгdinate tшits. 

• Coпtrolmeasшes . 

Mission statemeпt ~ The mission is the task, together with the ршроsе, that 
clearly indicates the action to Ье taken and tl1e reason therefore (JP 1-02). 
Commaщieгs analyze а mission іп teпns of tl1e commaпder' s intent two 
есІ1еІопs LІр, specified tasks, and implied tasks. The missioп stateшent 
сопtаіпs the elements of wІю, ;vhat, wheп, where, and why, bLJt sekiom 
specifies how. 1 

Commшuler's inteпt ~ The commaпder' s iпtent is а clear, сопсіsе statement 
оІ· what the lorce mLJst do апd the coпditions the force must establish with 
respect to the enemy, terrain, апd civil consideгations that represeпt tl1e 
desired епd state (FM 3-0). The commantieг' s іпtепt sнссіпсtІу describes 
VІ'hat coпstitLJtes sLJccess for tl1e operatioп. It іпсІнdеs the operation 's 
pLІrpose and tl1e coпditioпs that detine the епd state. lt links the missioп, 
concept оГ орегаtіопs, апd tasks to subordinate units. 2 

Concept o.f tl1e operatioп ~ The сопсерt оГ operations is а statcmeпt tl1at 
diгects tl1e manner in wl1ich subordinate uпits cooperate to accomplisl1 tl1c 
mission and establisl1es the scчuencc of actions the Іілсс will use to achieve 
the cnd statc. lt is пormally exprcsscd in terms of decisive, shaping, and 
sustaining орегаtіопs (Sce Figure 8-l ). Additioпally, wІ1еп writing the 
concept of operations, leaders consider nestect concepls, the sщuence of 
actions and phasing, ciecisive points апd objeclit•es, and lines o.f opaalions 
and lines of"effim. 

Opemtion - Ап operation is а military action or tl1e carryiпg out of а 
strategic, tactical, service, traiпing, or administrative military missioп. 

Decisive operations (DO) ~ The decisive operation is the operatioп that 
directly accomplishes the mission (ADRP 3-0). There is опІу опе decisive 
operation for апу major operatioп, battle, or engagemeпt for any given 
echelon (f·'M 3-21.1 0). 

І І'М 5-О, 2-15. 
1 lbid. 
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Slmping operations (SO) - А shaping operatioп is an operatioп at апу 
есhеІоп that creates апd preseJ"ves coпditions t'or tl1e success ot' the decisive 
operatioп tillough effect.s оп the еnешу, other actors, and the terraiп (ADRP 
3-0). Shaping operations iлclude lethal and noпlethal activities conducted 
throughout the АО . They support the decisive operation Ьу at't'ectiпg the 
еnешу capabilities and t'orces, or Ьу iлfluencing еnешу decisioпs. 

Sustaining operation - А sustaining operation is ап operatioп at any 
echelon that enables the decisive operatioп or shaping operation Ьу 

geпerating or шaintaining сошЬаt power (AORP 3-0). 

Offensi,•e Opeшtions 
MoYeшent to Coнtact 

Attack 
Exploitatioп 

Pш:suit 

Special Ршроsе Attacks 
Spoiling Attack 
Counterattack 
Ambush 
Raid 
Feiнt 

Dernoпstratioп 

Fonns ofMaпeuver 
Тш-піпg Моvешепt 

Froпtal Attack 
IпfiJtшtioп 

Eпvelopmeпt 

Penetratioп 

Defensi\•e Operations 
Al-ea Defeпse 
Mobile Defense 
Retrograde 
Re!ief іп Place 

FoшJS ofRei:J·o!IJade 
Delay 
\\'ithdraVІ•al 

Rethї~meнt 

F onns of Secшi.tv Ops 
SСП\<'П 

CoYet· 
Ілсаl Secнrity 

Tactical Enablin.g Ops 
Recounaissaпce Ops 
Security Operatioпs 
Troop MoYeшent 
Passage ofLnJes 
СошЬіпеd Аш1s Bt·each 

Fo1111s ofRecon Ops 
Zоне Recotl 
Агеа Rесоп 

RouteRecoн 

Rесоп іп F orce (RJF) 

At-ea Security {Routeicoнvoy) 

Figuгe 8-1. Doctгinal Ніе1шсhу of Operatioпs. 

Nestell concepts - Nested concepts is а plaпning teclшique to achieve uпity 
ot' purpose whereby each succeediпg echelon 's concept of' operations is 
aligпed Ьу purpose witl1 the higher echeloпs' concept ot' operations. 
Comшanders ensure the primary tasks for each subordinate unit include а 
purpose that links the cornpletion ot' that task to achieveшent of' anotl1er 
task, an objective, or an end state condition. 

Area of operations - An area ot' operations is an operational area defiпed Ьу 
tl1e joint t'orce coшшander t'or land апd шаrіtіше t'orces that should Ье large 
enough to accomplish their шissions and protect their t'orces (JP 3-0). 
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Decisive point -- А decisive point is а geogt·aphic рІасе, specific key event, 
critica\ factor, or fuпctioп that, wheп acted нроп, al\ows commanders t.o 
gain а marked advantage over an adversary or contribнte materially to 
achieviпg success (JP 3-0). 

Objective - An objective сап Ье p!Jysical (ап епету force or terrain featшe) 
or coпceptttal іп the form of а goal (ru\e of \aw estab\ished). As а grapl1ic 
coпtrol measшe, an objective is а location оп the ground нsed to orieпt 
operatioпs, phase operations, facilitate changes of direction, and provide for 
uпity of effort (FM 3-90). 

Task - А task is а clearly defiпed and measural)\e acti\·ity accomplisheli Ьу 
iпdividнals and organizatioпs (F'M 7-0). Tasks are specific activities that 
contribute to accomplishing m issioпs or other гeчuiremeпts. Tasks direct 
frieпdly асtіоп. The рнгроsе of еас\1 task should пest wit\1 completing 
aпother task, achieviпg ап objective, or attaiпiпg ап еtкІ state с01кііtіоп (See 
Figure 8-2). 

Tactical Tasks 
Eneшv Ot·iented Teгr·ain Oriented F'riend]y Ot·ieuted 
Аш\щ~h Exploit Сlею· Breaclt 
Attack Ьу F[t·e 

Вlock 

Breaclt 
Bypass 
Canalize 
Соаtаіп Defeat 
Destt·oy 
Oisntpt 
.Suppt·ess 

І' ci11t Contгol 

Fix Occupy 
Iнter·dict Rесоп 

Neutшlize Retaiн 

PeпetJ·ate .Sесш·е 

Recon Seize 
Ruptш·e 

Suppoгt Ьу Fire 

En1'iroпшenta! Ot·ieuted Punюse 

Assess tlte Рорнlаtіоп A1lo1~· 

BнildiRestш·e Ittft·ast11Jchtл" Санsе 

Coordiпa.te \vith Ci,·il АнtІюгіt'іеs Create 
ErшbleiEtІgage Civil Aнrhot·ity Deceive 
lnt1нeнce Рорнlаtіоп Delay 
Uaison witЬ Сі\~ І A11tlюrity Dепу 

Traпsteг to CiYil Сопtтоl DiYeri 
ЕпаЬlе 

Envelope 
Expcl 

І'інd 

kientit)' 
Isolate 
Jнflнertce 

Locate 
Obset·ve 
Орен 

Presetve 
PreYeat 
Pюtect 

Со\•ег 

Diseнgage 

Displace 
Ext'iltrate 
Follo\v 
Guaпl 

Pгotect 

Sct·eeн 

.Sнрро1'1. 

Sшргіsе 

Faci!itate РгоУіdе Eat·ly \\'ar'!J.iпg 

Figuгe 8-2. Dосtгі паІ Tasks and Puгposes (FM 3-21.!0) 

Ршроsе - The liesiгed ог inteпded reslllt of the tactical орегаtіоп stated in 
teпns relatiпg to the enemy or to the desired situation. 
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Endstate - End state is what the Jeader wants the sitнation to Ье when 
operations conc!нde-botl1 mi!itary opeгations , as we!! as those wl1ere the 
military is in sнррогt of' otheг iпstrшnents ot'nationa] power. 

Contro/ measure Coпtrol measшes are directives coшmunicated 

graphica!!y or ora!!y Ьу leaders to tl1eir sнbordinates. Leaders use them to 
assigп respoпsibilities , coordinate fires and maneuver, апd сопtго! 

operations. 

Fшther, as we !ook at the шajor coшponents ot' а p!an, the f'o!lowing 
introspective questions will assist нs: 

• What is the f'orce tryiпg to accoшplish апd why (eпtis)? This is 
aгticulated іп the uпit ' s шіssіоп statemeпt шкі tl1e сошшшкіеr's intent. 

• What contiitioпs , wheп established, coпstitute the desired епd state 
(eпds)? The desiгed conditions are described as part оГ the 
comшander's inteпt. 

• How wil! tl1e Гоrсе acl1ieve tl1ese desired coпtiitions (ways)? The way 
the force wi!l accoшp!ish the шission is descгibed іп the concept of' 
operatioпs. 

• Wl1at sequence of' actions is most !ikely to attain tl1ese coпtiitions 

(ways)? The sequence of' actioпs, to include phasiпg, is described in the 
сопсерt of' operations. 

• Wlшt resoшces are required, апd how can tl1ey Ье app!ied to 
accomp!ish that sequeпce ot' actions (means)'? The applicatioп of' 
resources throughout tl1e operation is addressecl in the concept ot· 
operations, the warfighting functioп scheшes of' support (f'ог ехашрІе , 

tl1e scheшe of protectioп апd scheme of' sustainшent), tasks to 
subordinate units, апd task organization. 

• What risks are associated with that sequence of' actions, and ho\v can 
they Ье mitigated (risks)? The concept of operations incorporates risk 
шitigation as does coordinating instructions. 

Reve/'se аІ1(/ jonмrti planning - Additional p!anning concepts inclutie 
геvегsе апd f'or\vard planning. Reverse planning involves starting with the 
operation ' s end state and woгking backwaгd in tіше . l .. eaders begin Ьу 
identifying the last step, the next-to-last step, and so on. They continнe uпtil 
tl1ey reacl1 t!1e step that begins the operation . It aпs\vers the qнestion: \Vheгe 
do we eventua!!y want to Ье? And for\varti planпing involves stшiing \vitl1 
the preseпt conditioпs апd laying out poteпtial decisions and actioпs f'orward 
in tіше , identifying tl1e next f'eas ib!e step, the next after that, апd so on. In 
f'orwaгd planning, the envisioned ещі state serves as а distant апd geneгal 
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aiming point rather thaп as а specific objective. Forward pJanning aпswers 
the qнestion: Where сал we go next?3 

Т11е c!imate оІ war - As l1as been said, iпtangible factors sнch as, cl1ance 
and friction contribнte to the нпcertain nаtнге of operations. Chance is the 
lack of order or clear predictability of орегаtіопs, while friction is the 
сотЬіпаtіоп of coнпtless tactoгs that impinge оп the coпdLJct of орегаtіопs . 

Dнгіпg operations, leaders make decisioпs, develop plans, апd direct actions 
нпdеr vагуіпg degrees of нпcertainty . Each operation is rich іп нпіqне 

episodes. ClaLІsewitz wгites, 

J:::acl1 is ап uпcl1arted sea, full of reef~ . ТІ1е comrпaпder rпау suspect the reets' 
existeпce withoнt еvег Ішvіпg sееп theш; поw he Ішs to steer past them іп the daгk. 
It' а coпtrary w iпd spriпgs ltp, іі' some majoг miscll aІ1CC appears, І1е wi ll песd thc 
gгeatest skill апd persoпal exertioп, апd the нtmost ргеsепсе оfшіпd, tlюugl1 trom а 
d istaпce evcrythiпg may secm to Ьс proccediпg automatical ly. 4 

Leaders contend with thiпking, adaptive eпemies in areas of opeгations 
where тапу events occLІr simultaneoLІsly. А difficLІity is accuгately 

predicting ho>v eпemies wiJI act and геасt, lюw popLІiatioпs will perceive ог 
react to frieпtily actions, or Іюw events wil l develop. Within these сошрІех, 
ever-changing, and uncertain environments, leadeгs condLІct pJanning. 

Conclusion 

While planning шау start an iteгation of the operations process, planning 
does поt stop with productioп of an order. During preparation and execLІtion , 

the p1an is continuous]y refined as sitнationa] вnderstanding improves. 
Sнbordinates and others pгovide feedback as to what is working, Vihat is not 
working, and how the force can do things better. Іп some circвmstances, 

leaders тау determine that the снгrепt oгder is no longer relevant to tl1e 
sitнation. In these iпstances, leaders reframe tl1e problem anti initiate 
planning activities to tievelop а ne>v рІап. The measвre of а good рІап is поt 
whether executioп traпspires as planпed, bLІt whether the рІап facilitates 
effective action in tl1e face of вnforeseeп eveпts. (.Jood р Іапs апd ortier·s 
foster initiative. 

3 гм 3-2 1.10,2-8. 
4 Clausewitz, Оп Wat·, І , 7, 140. 

290 



Chapter 9 Combat Orders 

"f;JІe consida it axiomatic that іп и'аr tf1ere VІ'ill аІи,ауs Ье а p!an. Ви! histOІJ' is 
гер!еtе H'ith instances ~vf1ere m·gani:::ations Ію1'е dгijlecf into batt!e(oІ· по particulaг 
reason атІ ІvitfІ по ршtісиІш p!an. Simp!e and diгect p!ans and methocls make.foІ' 
foo!pt·oof peгjimnance." -lnfaпtry іп Battlc 

EtTective leaders recognize the value of planning, avoid common 
planning pitfalls, and mitigate friction as much as possible Ьу fOI'etlюнgl1t, 

careftІI planning, and go(Ki troop leading while ever coпscious of tl1e fact 
that time is the domiпaпt factor. This chapter otІtlines the two пюst 
promiпeпt forms of combat orders tІsed іп small нпіts: the Wamiпg Order 
(W ARNO), and Opeгations Order (OPORO). 

Warning Order 

!{оІІ саІІ, рспсіІ/рсn/рарсІ·, SUT haпdbook, шар, protгactor, leaLieІ·s шопіtОІ', ІюІd аІІ questioпs 
till tl1e епd. 
Reteгences : Reter to l1igher l1eadqLІarters' OPORD, and identifY тар sl1eet for operatioп. 
Тіrпе Zопе LJsed throiJglюut tl1e Oгder: Task Organizatioп: 

л ••• -~-· Т: DESTROY 
Р: DISRUPT P'tir4П 

WARТНOG1 

~ 
д-1/1 

ФІ ROOSEVHT 

фjюнNsoN 

····~~~·~·············· .І 
• GRANT і 

ROLL CALL + TASK ORG 

1/В 

Т: DESTROY 
Р: DISRUPT 

IIQ 

• • JACKSON 
~·-----··----··--·-·· 

• \J .. E·F···F··E··"····SO·····N······· j 

• : •• н .•• A ... R •.• R.I .. S •.• O.N··········' 

[Таt-;~12-Рдх-··-] 

Гіgше 9-1. ·гask Oгganizatioп 

І. SIТUATION. Find tl1is іл higher's OPORD para Іа(І-3). 
а. Area of lnterest. Outliпe the агеа of interest оп the тар. 
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(І) Orient relative to each point оп the compass (N , S, 1::, W) 
(2) Вох in thc спtігс АО witl1 gгid Ііпеs (Scc Figuгc 9-2). 

Ь. Area оІ' Oper·ations. Outliпe thc area of operation оп tl1e тар . Point out the 
objcctivc апd cнrreпt Іосаt.іоп ofyour unit. 
(І) Тгасе your Zопе нsіпg bouпdaries 
(2) Familiaгize Ьу idcпtityiпg natural (tспаіп) and maп-madc tcatнгcs іп tl1e zonc 
yoLir un it is opcrating (Scc Fіgнге 9-2). 

AREA OF INTEREST І AREA OF OPERATION 

'.1 

• .•. , 

"?о 

' ~ АО BLACKSMITH 

~О ANVIL 

sz 
CRif: tJ- N, S, Е. \V 
ВО.<·. N-21 Е·<И S-14\N-52 
тр.;:,._с:Е· N- 21 Grid Line 

Е - нmrєns 

S - 14 GriO Lme 
1N- Ea.st Branch Piscвtaqu·ts Rro'er 

FдPCAPiZE 

- Lake Hebron (580 155} 
-Doe Pon-d (571141 ) 
-Doughty НіІІ (561 194) 
• 8uск НіІІ (:і/ 11 78\ 

- JacKson Branch (554143-} 

PO:f.-
· 08J (5411 73) 
-Curr.e.nt loc. (Bв.seCamp 5.681 98) 

&7 

ENEMY CAS/CCA 
-AS.SПS: NIA 
-LOCATION: N/A 
-TRGGER: NIA 
-ТІМЕ: NIA 

60 

ЕNЕІ'.·ІУ ARTILLERY/MORT ARS 
-ASSEТS: З х 60mm MTR 

-LOCATION. UNКJІM081LE 
-ThiGGER: UNK 
-TMf: UNK 

ENEMY RESERVE 
-ASSEТS: Nane 
-LOC: АО 8LACKSMrrH 
-ТRJGGE.R: UNK 
-1lME: LINK 

Figuгe 9-2. Агеа of Opeгations/ Агеа of lпteгest. 
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Chapter 9 СошЬаt Orders 

с. Enemy Forces. lnclude sigпificant changes іп епету compositioп, dispositioп, 

апd courses of" асtіоп. lпforшation поt available for i пclusioп іп the iпitial W ARNO 
сап Ье iпcluded іп subsequent warning ordeгs (WHO, WHAT, WHERE). 

d. Friendly .Forces. Optioпal; addгcss only if" cssential to the WARNO. 
(І) Give l1igher coшшander' s шission апd 5 Ws (See Fїgнre 9-3). 
(2) State higheг coшшandcr's inteпt. (Higher's [go to mapboard] OPORD para 
І Ь[2]), give task and puгpose. 

(3) Point овt fricndly locations оп tl1e тар board. 

FRIENDLY FORCES 

HIGHER'S в СО, 111 conducts агеа ambus!~es NLT 
MISSION OЗOЗOORNOV2013 IVO АО BLACKSMITH to 

(2 LEVELS destroy enemy personnel and equipment. gather 
UP) PIR and disrupt the establishment of enemy FOBs 

111 Sector. 

HIGHER'S Deny enemy freedom of n1ovement in АО 

INTENT BLACKSMITH Ьу destюying епеmу personnel and 
(2LEVELS equipmen.t through conduct of multiple ambushes 

UP) оп enemy patrols maneuveriлg through the area. 

End State: When enemy is destroyed and 
Commaпd and Control is non-fuлctional. 

HIGHER'S 2nd PLT, В СО conducts area ambush NLT 
MISSION 030300RNOV201 З IVO АО BLACKSMfTH to 

(1 LEVEL UP) destroy enemy personnel and equipment, gather 
PIR, алd disrupt the establishment of enemy FOBs 
іл АО YUKON. 

HIGHER'S Destt·oy Enemy personnel and equipment. gather 
INТENT PIR, disrupt Enemy LOC ar1d movement. 

{1 LEVEL UP) 
Елd State: When enemy forces are unab!e to utШze 
high speed АоА \'Vithin АО BLACKSMITH, thereby 

tsolating cшrent enemy FOBs and dепуілg the 
constructionof new ones. 

ADJACENT 2ІW SQD 19TDL 542180 
UNIТS Т : Destroy Р: Dtsrupt 

З•d SQD: 19Т DL 543 164 
Т: Destroy Р Disrupt 

Figuгe 9-3. Frieпdly Foгces Missioп. 

е . Attachments and Detachments. Give initiaJ task organization, onJy 
address major unit changes, and tl1en go to the rnap board. 
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2. MISSION. State mission twice (Wlщ Wl1at, Wlleгc, Wllen, апсІ Why): 

ODA 93 І І conciucts point am/щs/1 І о destгoy enemy personne! & щиіртепt 
П'О !9TDI, 5-11 173 NLT 022300RОСТ201-І ЮТ clisrupt enemy mo~·ement 
throughout АО ВLАСКSМІТН. аті ;>;atl?et· PIR.for.fiІІш·e oper·ations. (х 2) 

3. EXECUTION. 

а. Сопсерt of" Operatioпs. This iпcludes а bricf ovcrvicw of tl1c entiгe missioп from 
start to fїпish to include all пюvетепt; air, vchicнlar, foot, etc. It should specity 
gcпcra l directioп , distaпce, time of travel, modc of travel , апd major tasks t.o Ьс 
coпducted. 

lJ. Tasks to Subor(fiпate Uпits. Pгovide specified tasks to sнbordiпate units. ~·ocLІs 
on поп-tасtісаІ instrLІction s tог planning апd рrерагаtіоп of the operatioпs orlier. 
І,сасІсгs shoLІid also iпcludc tactical instructions for cxccutiпg the missioп using 
сопtгоІ, пюvетепt, АОО fo1· еасІ1 еІеrпепt іп task orgaпizatioп. РІаппіпg gніdапсе 
coпsists of tasks assigпed to clemcпts іп the tоп11 апd огdсг of tcams, special tcams, 
апd key iпdividLІals (See f'igure 9-4). 

HQ: 

TASKS ТО SUBORDINAТE UNПS 

2"" inOOM 

·MG ТМ wlll provldc 1upportlngf/rcs lnto the ~ІIIzonc durin1 
АОО 

АВ it> prim<~ry rccordcr &Aitorn;:atc Dcmo 

-SL will Ьс prim.ary ОЕМО 

АТМ: 

1"in00M 

ATL: 

TASKS ТО SUBORDINATE UNITS 

-31'dfn СОС 

-Wrlte Paragrnph l ofthe OPORD & Truckinc дnnex 

DІІvеІор Primilry &AitiirniJtІІ, Mounted & Dl5mountild Routes 
to our ОВJ .snd from the OBJ to the РВ 

-Construct Routes & АОО Terra!n Mode!s 

-ATL is Assaultteam Leader 

-ATL contro!s theд"a\Jit durlns АОО 

ATL is re!ipon~ible for ~nd N;Jvig<~tion & De:sign<:~tic:m of ERRP BTL: 

(20D-300m] - zм ln СОС /ln chargil ;at аІІ tlmes ln my abs.ence 
-Provide а 2 х M•n EPW ТМ {PRI) 

-Provlde 1t Z х Man Ald & Lltter ТМ 

-Provlde в 2 х Man RECON ТМ (АРТ & ASAW) 

-Provlde АТ4 & М203 forSecurity durlns АОО 

-1 х Compaн-man & 1 х Pзce-man 

втм 

-3"1 in ООМ 

-1 х АТ4 & 1 )1. 203 for Sacurity durincAOO 

-1 х SAW Gunner & 3 х RM to дs,iJult E1amant durinc: АОО 

-1 х Compas5·man & 1 х P:~ce-m01n 

-Provide о 2 х M<:~n ЕРWТМ (ALT) 

Provido ::а 2 х Mo:an Aid& LitterТМ 

Squad Lcader 

-Responslblc for writinє P<:~riJ . 2,3 & 5 ofthe OPORO 

АН rcporiinf: to Hifhcr HQ 

GunTeo:am 

-Conrtt\JCtion o.f дОО Terrain Model (ORP, RP, & ОВJ} 

-Ensure аІІ Redio11!'te ln worklnв: order 

· Test Flr-e of MGs 

- BTL is Sc!curity TL for АОО 

- Write P:mІf:r.Іph 4 aftha OPORD & P::atrqJ В~:ое: дnne:x 

• Dro:aw & ІиuІіІ :allltoms 

· Conduct WPNs Tcst Firc 

- Ensu~ accountabillty of p.!Іtrolat аІ І times 

• S«rt up MWE PoпchD & Ье prep01red to brlefdurlng the OPORD 

• En1ura alt EQUIP i.s tied down IAW SOP 

- Oevelop & Coordlnate for аІІ HLZs &AXPs 

• Prepare & Brfef Scheme of Medleal Support durlna OPORD 

• Davelop & Brief lOAD/SUMP PLAN durfng OPORD 

РАСЕ: Piil.s.s РііІt:СІ C:ount every 300 mators 

DEMO: 3 CharJ:"''-1 blockofCA ІІІіІсh du.1l primcd, 2 min firine 
systcm 

EPW: 2 х Sand B<:~g1, 2 х Gogs, 2 pairofHand Restrafnts each 

MEDI~ 1 х РоІеІеи. Lltter, 1 х М-З Ва& 

AlL: Memorlz:e і!! ІІ Dlstanco, Dlrections, & Grlds; En~ure NVGs ::are 

working & hav(! fre~h Batteries; Test Fire Weiipon{s} and ОіІ 

-----------------------------------L-·---------- ---·--------------·--~ 
Figure 9-4. Tasks ro Sul10гdiпate LJnits. 

с . Coordinating lnstructions. lпclude апу iпtormatioп avai lable at tlшt t ime. If 
yoti kпow it, tl1cn at least соvег t.l1e tollowiпg itcms: 
• lJпiform ап сІ equipmeпt соттоп to аІІ . 

• Сопsіdег tl1e factors of МЕТТ-ТС апd tailor thc load tог еасІ1 soldier. 
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• 'ГішеІіnе. (State wheп, what, where, 'Nho апd аІІ specified tiшes. Reverse рІап. lJse 
1/3 - 2/3 гнlс). 
• Give spccific pгiorities іп or·deг of coшpletion. 
• Give іпfоrшаtіоп аЬонt cooгdinatioп шeetiпgs. 
• Тіше ofOPORD. 
• Re!Jear·sals І lnspectioпs Ьу pгiority. 
• Eaгliest шoveшent time. 

4. SUSTAINMENT. Iпclude any known logistics preparation t'or the 
operation (See Figure 9-5). 

а. Logistics. 
(!) Mainteпance. lпclude \veapoпs апd equipшeпt ОХ tіше апd locatioп. 
(2) Traпsportation. State method апd mode of tгaпsportatioп for iпfil/exfil. Jdeпtify 

апу соогdіпаtіоп пeeded tor ехtегпаІ assets. Task subordiпate leader (if needed) to 
gcпerate load рІап , пшnЬег of І if1siserials, апd Ьuшр рІап. 
(3) Supply. ОпІу iпclttde classes of supply that геqніrе coordiпatioп or special 
iпstrнctioпs (гаtіопs, fнel, ат то etc ). 

,-----------------------------------------------------------------~ 

SUSTAINMENT 

·LEVEL 1 MAINТENANCE ON М240, М249, АТ4. М4 . CLAYMOHES, MDIOS, AND SQUAD EOUIPMENТ 
MAINT •ОХ EQUIPMENT 11EQUEST HESUPPLY 

TRANSPO 

·~IOUNTED MOVEMENT V;ІLL ВЕ CONOІJCTED ON 20 РАХ TROOP CARRIER 
·MOVEMENT АПЕR VOO WILL ВЕ DІSMOUNTED SQD MOVEMENT 
·RECOVERY. SECUHE VEHICLE, REQUEST RECOVEHY ASSEПS. 

І ·ЕАСН MAN WILL HAVE 7х MREs AND 5х QUAIПS OF >VАІН< PRIOR ТО INFJL 
L::TER RESUI'PLY IS THROUGH LOCAL SOUI~CESAND IODINE TABLETS 

І •1 BOlTLE OF CLP PER PERSON ANO 1 LARGE CLP ВОПLЕ f'OR М2408 
~ j ІІІ 

--

~ : ~ ---+-.B-_Q __ W_i_LL-E-- N-5-'U_R_E_EA ___ C_H_M __ A_N_НA __ S_2_x_U_B_L ____________________________________ ~ 
І V •SF'EEDBALL \'VJLL ВЕ LOAOEO \'ІПН 1х UBL ANO КЕРТ АТ BASECAMP 

~--~--------------------------------------------------~ 
І •SQO WILL HAVE 1х М3 МЕОІС BAG ANO 2х POLELESS LIПEHS 
І VIII ·ЕА.СН MAN WILL HAVE 1х ISMEU DRESSING AND 1х TOURNIOUET IN ІГАС 

RESUPPLY 

EP\tJ 
{Per5cnne! 

Setvices 
Suppor1) 

MEDICAL 

•дІ· RESUPPLY POINT 
•SPEEOBALLSANO ОЛіЕR ITEMS AVAILABLE UPON COOfШINATION (BASECAMP) 

•EPW COLLECTION РОІNТ IS АІ АХР 2 FOR MNK OF MAJOR AND ABOVE 
•DТHERS \\~LL ВЕ HELEASEDAFТER f'HASE lV OF ТНЕ OPEI~TION 
·EPWs \VILL ВЕ MARKED \VІТН SANOВAG OVER HEAD ANO ZIP ТІЕS AROUNO THEIR HANOS 

ifREAПAE!H. SELF АЮ . BUDDY АЮ . MEfJIC, REt"ЩESTEOMEOEVЛC PERSUNNH 
•EVACUATION· UH-60. AMBULANCE .POLELESS UТТЕR . BUDDY CARRY 
•PRIOR!ТY OF TREATh1ENТ" FR1ENDl У W1A. ENEMY W!д, CГVILW.J W!A FR!ENDt.Y КІА СО CMD NET !S PRI 
MEDEVAC NET 
•PRБ/ENTAT~'iE MEO!C!NE. 2х BOTfLES IOO!NE TABLE TS. CONOUCT PERSC.ЩAL 
•HYGIENE (BRUSH ТЕЕТН. VIASH GROINiARM P!TS!FRICTION POINTS. CHANGE SOCKS.AND BOOTS) 

f' igure 9-5. Sustainшeпt. 

Ь. Personnel Se1·vices Support. State апу pertiпeпt services t'or soldiers 
(religioнs services etc). 
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с. Army Health System Support. ldentify any medical eqнipmeпt, sнpport, or 
preventative medicine that needs to Ье coordinated. 

5. COMMANI> AND CONTROL. 

а. Command. Successioп of Commaпd. State the SLІccession of con1maпd іГ поt 
covered in thc LІПit's SOP. 

Sl,joffm1'ed Ьу; BTL, АТL, AG, атІ then seгvice membe1·s Ьу date oJгank. 

Ь. Control. 
(І) Command Posts. DcSCІ·ibc tl1e cmploymcпt of commaпd posts (CPs), iпcluding 
the locatioп of each СР and its tirпe of opcn ing and closing, as appropriate. 
Typically at рІаtооп level tl1e оп Іу rcfercncc to commaпd posts will Ье the соmрапу 
СР. 

PL ІосаІеІі at Company ТОС а! f"OB Н(мшd tiІгough tl1e duгation о/ІІІе operation. 
Sl. ІосаtеІІ Ьу phase as .fof/oи,s: Phase 1 - Planning: ODA 93 І/ Вау; Plmse 1/ 
Іn.filtгation. fVI HQ. Phase ІІІ - Occupation: СР ra_! Halts; LDRs NECON; MU 
!'osition during АОО: Р/юsе !V - ЕІ·есuІіоп: !11() Сепtег о/ Kill Zone; Phase 11 -

~Vithd,·aff': >1'/ HQ Element: Plmse /Іf -- Recovay: СР. 

(2) Reports. l .• ist reports поt covcгed іп SOPs. 

S'L - l'r!SfiOilSiblefl;г submitting dail)l SIТREP and а !ОО% S'ensitive /tems (S!) героІ'І 
to PL NL'/'0700. 
SL. ····· responsihlejnr suhmil!ing SIТREP /о Сотропу TOC.jolloи,inr.; afl enr.;agements 
o.f'enemy contact. 
А ТL аті ВТL ···· submit S!Іо Sl. N L Т 06./5 dailv. 
f "o/low-on F"RACOs: Medic гesponsihle .fi;r moniloring SCORI'ION NET 30.000 

.fl'om 0700-1000 Іfaily. 

с . Signal. Descгibe the сопсерt of sigпal support, inclнdiпg сштеnt SOI edition or 
retcr to higher OPORD. 

Give sнboгdinates gнidance on tasks to complete Гог prepю·ation оГ the OPORD апd 
the missioп. Give time, place, апd uпiform for tl1e OPOR.D. Give а time l1ack апd 
ask for questioпs. 
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Patrol Operation Order 

Тіше zone ttsed i!Jrottghout the oгder: lftl1e opeгation \І' іІІ take place in оне time zопе, use that 
time zone throнglюut the ordet· (inclнding аплехеs and appendixes). lf thc operatioп spaпs 
several time zones, use Zulн time. 

Task organization: Describe the allocation of foгces to sнрро11 tl1e comлJaш!er's 
concept. You шау show task 01·ganization ін one ot'two places: just above paragrapl1 І. or in ан 
аnпех, ifthe task oгgaпization is Іопg or сошрІех. 

PLT ROLL CALL + TASK ORG 

~. 
------:;;-.:::.-- . 

fM30,000 ~ 
f !RES/MED-EVAC 1. R/HJlІNf 

Т: DESTROY 
Р: DENY 

FM J2..800 

Т: ISOLAТE 

Р: ALLOW 

І lЗРМ 

Т: BREACH 
Р: AlLOW 

14 РАХ 

Z/8 

FM 50.050 

~ • 
fM 30.8.00 

•••І• WPN 2/8 

Т: DESTROY Т: SUPPORT ВУ FIRE 
Р: DENY Р: AllOW 

J• L .. ~.~WA~~J-ЕКУJ 
ІОРАХ і 7РдХ І 

І'іgше 9-6. ЕхашрІе Task Oгgaпization for а Platoon Raid . 

1. SIТUATION. 

а. А1·еа of lntcrcst. Describe tl1e area of iлteгest or areas oнtside of уонr агеа of operatioп tl1at 
сал influence уош агеа of operatioл . 

Ь . Area of Operations. Descгibe tl1e area of operatioпs. Refeг to the appropгiate шар and tІse 
ov·erlays as needed. 

•Оо to the тар. 

1 Т11е five-paragІ·apil field or·der was iпtrodнccd іпtо tl1c Апnу at Гогt Leaven\vorth in 1894-95 
Ьу Сарtаіп ЕЬеп S1vift, \І'ію was seekiпg а пюrе systematic 111etlюd to ехатіпе tactical 
pгol1lems. 
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•АррІу the 01·ient, Вох, Trace, and F"am i liaгi ze techn ique опІу to tl1e area the ttn it is 
moving tl1rough. (Gct th is into from thc platoon OPORD.) 

( 

' ' 

• 

АО BLACKSMITH 

ORIENT: N, S. Е, W CASICCA 
ВОХ: N-21 Е-61 S-14 W-52 -ASSEТS 

TRACE: N- Grid Une 21 -LOCATION 
Е- HWY 6115 -TRtGGER 
s - Grifi Hne 14 -ТІМЕ 
W- Ea5t Braneh Piscataquis. R. 

ARТILLERYIMORTARS 

FAMillARIZE: -ASSEТS - JX &2ММ MTR 
-LOCATIOW-AO 

- Lake Hebron (580 155} ВLдскsмrтн 
- Doe Pond (571141) -TRtGGER -ОРЕН FORMS 
- Doughty НШ {561194) -ТІМЕ- 5 MIN S 
- Buck НШ {5711781 

RESERVE 

\ 
'1.1 

zo 

17 

- Jackson Branch {554 143) 
-ASSПS- З-5 MEN, 1 TRUCK 

РОІІП: 
-LOCA TION-АО 
BLACKSMITH 

-ОВJ (596 155} -TRIGGER- ТІС 
-Current Loc.{568198) -ТІМЕ- 211-2.5mins 

Гіguге 9-7. Агеа оf ОрегаtіопsІАгеа oflлteгest. 
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(l) Terraiл: Using tl1e ОАКОС toпnat, state ho\v thc terrain \viii atfcct botl1 
friendly and enemy forces in the АО. tJse the ОАКОС from l1igher's OPOI~D. 
Refiлc it based on your aлalysis ofthe terraiл іл thc АО. Follow these st.eps to Ьгіеt" 
tcrrain. 

Obstacles: Natural Obstac!es: Creeks, dra\vs, a.nd large clear·ing ш·еаs. 
-Friendly Effect: Slo\v mov-ement Ьу ca.nalizing force& into Iestricted teпain, 

mounted movement susceptible to IEDs. 
-Enemy Effect : Eнjoys freedom of maneuver on highet· ground анd less restгicted 
terrain. 
Avenues. of Appt·oach: З Major: НV.'У 6-15, Blanc!Jard Road, and Jacksoп Brook 
Trail. 
-Friendly Effect: Primary and Secondary Roads present multiple daпger ш·еаs: \\'hicll 
mast Ье deliberately cгossed. 
-Enemy Effect: Use of roads will inct·ease mobility and reduce response time of 
resef\-e 
Кеу Terтain: К 1 - Back НШ, К2 - Вlапсhш·d Road, К3 - Jacksoп Brook Trail . 
-Friendly Effect: Kl pro>ides excellent obseп'З.tion of the area, К2 and К3 must Ье 
controlled toreduce enemy Freedoш ofMov-ement. 
-Enerny Effect: Faюrs mobШty atld obset>'ation of iпdirect fires tht·oughout ar·ea. 
Obsez-vatioпJField о( Fіге: In t·estrkted terrain = 50m max, on .higl1er ground = 

300mшах 

-Friendly effect: FaYors friend!y шоv"ешепt through lo\v ground, \vШ Ье difficu!t to 
observe. Liшit range oflarge \\'сарон sy&teшs. 
-Enerny effect: То observe possible friend1y Ао А Enemy forces '''Ш haYe to abandon 
positions of strength оп highe.r ground. \\'ill Ье аЬІе to obs.ef\-e IDF fшm !ш·gе open 
ап~аs on high grouлd. 
Cover and Concealment: Ін lo\ver areas both \\'ill Ье excellent, on higher ground 
concea.lment >vill Ье sparse a.nd cover \\'іІІ Ье thin. 
-Friendly effect: Favors nюvement through lo\\' ground \vith greatet· degrees of 
concealment. 
-Епету effect: ПnlikeJy to use lo\\' grouпd \vhich \Vill шаkе obse.rvatioп of theiг 
nюv-eшeпts easier. 

Figшe 9-8. Teгrain Aлalysis. 

(2) Weatl1er. Descгibe the aspects of weather that ішрасt operations. 
Consider the five military aspects of weatl1eг to dгive your analysis 
(V,W,T,C,P- Visibility, Winds, Teшperature/Hшnidity, СІонd Cover, 
Precipitation) 

Tcmp High 
Moonrise 
BMNT 

Tcmp Lo\v 
Moonset 
EENT 

Sunгisc 

Moon phase 
Wiпd Directioп 
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Cl1apter 9 Combat Orders 

Weather Analysis 

EFFECТ:S ON FRIE2'ШLY EFFECТ:SON ENEMY 

1 mile \'іsіЬШ~· 

LO\\' cdling and '-''tsiWit)' "'іП furш use of t·otary 
ass.E"IS атЮ redtlc~. effecth:eness ofNODs 

6 kDots from :'\'І.; .bigbest~·illds dunng Мternooo 

Smoke ,vtlf nмd to k fhtoy,."'n fi:Іt~ ~"Е of 
~Jded Wgtt to <1tls:cl.IR .EJwn;i ekrnems 
\\:ill Ье. e~s.ie:t· н1derei:rto ~""Eduring SU.S 
(s01.~td & sшell) зnd ~<tiWe І;J.••"g ta:irmшte 

tk:ttnЬшl> 

F~ el~entt \'-:;а Ье easitt· to detect durirlg 
n~~ent &·ош ~у O?s and Щесатрs. 

R.ain (rom :r~ppro:c . 140б00R.ОСТ14 fo l6160QROC114 

Dt:a\v.:.:щd<..1eds \ll'.II tise ;шd ІінПt aЬilitY Іо 
Іta'V('J"Sr>dнrnlg exfil Noraв1 expect~dшiiig 
uШl. Ram \\"111 Ьt.gjl1 atl~ tЬе ambush is s\"t 

'\dvaншge to fiiend1! force:s d\1e 10 the 
euertiO deg~·adal aЬUity \1,) det:xt d~e гшЬusЬ 

Fnendly f{)(Ct<; \\іІІ \)(: m<»e dl:ffic.uJt to derect 
dttring the ram. degtadeability to dt1ect :ttnb\lsb 
pnor 1о iniьзtion 

Cloud)· from 0.3-0.IOOROC'fl4throup 060СТІ4 
11.\L"T: %11 .EJi.."iT: 1&45 

SR: 07<>7 SS: 1749 
~ 1246 м:s: 0120 

ntum.:52% 

Tbis wіП beьefft frif>ndf)• fnrce~ sincf" timfir.d 
Шumination decreases chan<:.es of dete...~ 
dnsiцg n\0\'f:ali:IU: ~о illuш d:tІrii'IB АОО \\ій 
dea·east; cMncesoi etJe~З\y eartyde.re~tiot~ 

No Шuщinati01.1 d\tnng ambщlt Шui'.s tnem.y abilit: 
to de-tect futndl•: demen1 chtring tno\Іetnent мсl 
АОО 

Lo~·= S8(1egrees Нigh: ї8degrEes(060CП4) 

LO\\·er t~.tnp('r;Іtl.tr~.Jfit-J mo,'emtт~t. &і~· 

J()tce.s.І~111 needtoцtiliu snivd gc.2ratORP 
to mаШtаіл operati.Jn tempo and morak 

I.inilied ішраст 011 enem\ s.ioce tht) ме llkely to 
stay rclariп~ly drv on roads, zкt tl1~ temp~atute ~iU 
поt 1Іa\'tt а :<~gвficaІJ.t impat't 011 ШO\''etnem SttJ.Ce rbe 
C'.ru."fnY gcn~:-raUy carr1CS tigl!tcr 1o:ads 

l'i~tJ гe 9.9 Cxample Weat l1eг Aпalysis. 

с. Епешу F'o1·ces. ТІ1е епету sittІatioп іп І1 і gІ1ег l1ealiчuaгteгs ' 01'01{1) (рага~гарІ1 Іс) 

forms tl1e basis fot· this. Refiпe it Ьу adding tl1e detail уош sul)()t·dinates гellUi t·e. • Роіпt out 011 
t11e rпар tl1e Іосаt іоп of· гесепt enemy activity kпo\vn апd suspecteli. 
(І) State thc encmy's composition, disposit ion, anli streпgth . 

(а) Епстv Composition: 

ENEMY FORCES COMPOSJTJON 

••• 
HQ: 10-12РАХ 

·---··--·-- ·-·---···-----··--··) 
Totai:20·30PAX j 

Figшe 9-1 О . Еха111рІе Enetny Compositioн. 
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(Ь) Enerлy Disposition: 
-Fo1·ce is arrayed in АО BLACKSMITH н;ith а HQ element col1fro/Ling 3-.Jx team
si:::e elements. 

( с) Enemy Strcngth: 
-lnsurgent jorce in АО BLACKSMПH total of20-30 РАХ 
-Pl.T HQ of 10-12 РАХ 
-З-4х cel/s, о/-1-бх РАХ 
-Estimated to Ье at !ОО% sli-engt/1 

Capability Ьу Warfighting Fl!nction: 

lntelligence 
-Umited ground based intel, І'elies оп HUMINT 
Fire Support 
-Мау possess 60mm Monars, unconfirmed 
Protection 
-No special pІ·otection metfюds 
Sustainment 
-Reliant оп the !оса! economy аті piljering o/UN relie/e/foгts 
СоттшиІ ти/ Control 
-Cel/phone amf Messenкa аге p1·imary communicationmeans 
-Cel/ /eaders meet diІ'ectly ·и:іt/1 gгoup /eader periodically 
1Иovement атІ Maneuver 
-lnsuгgents аге highly mobile (more in recent acti1•ities) 

(2) Descгibe receпt еnешу activities. 

Recent activities: 
lnsш-gent e/ements аге mobile, dгiving militmy-style vehicles, саггуіпg 
small шms and dгessecf in mi!itшy c/othing when tшgeting UN convoys, 
distгibution centeгs and 1vшehouses. 

(3) Oesc1·ibe l1is kпown or suspecte(i locations апd capabilities. 
( 4) Oesc1·ibe the епешу's шost І ikely аші шost dangeroLІs course of action. 

MLCOA: Jnsuгgent e/ements wi/L continue operating іп-1-бх РАХ TMs, tm·geting 
soft tшgets, suc/1 as unsecш·ed UN >l'arehouses, UN convoys, and UN relie_fиюrkers 
ope1·ating in АО BLACKSMIТH 

MDCOA: lnsurgent smalleг operational cells unite andform larga force (SQD
sized and above) !ОТ attack lшger UN convoys, guarded UN н•т-el10uses, FOB 
Hotvaгd. 
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d. Friendly Fot·ces. Get tl1is іпfоппаtіоп fгom paragгaphs І d, 2, and 3 oftl1e higlю· 
IІeadquartet·s' OPORD. 
(І) Higl1er Headquat"ters· Missioп апd Іпtепt 
(а) Stat.e 111 issioп а щі inteпt two levels up. 
(Ь) St.at.e missioп ащі inrent one level Ltp. 
(2) Missioп of" A1ijaceпt Uпits. State locatioпs of нпіts ro tl1e left. rigllt, fi·oпr, шні rear. State 
rlюse uп its' tasks and puгposes ; апd say Іюw those tmits \viii infltІence yours, patticlllarly 
adjaceпt unit patrols. 
(а) Sllo\v otl1er Ltпits' locatioпs оп ІПЩ1 board. 
(Ь) ІпсІtІdе statemeпts al)()ut tl1e іпІltІепсе еасІ1 of" tl1e al10ve patгols \Villl1ave оп уоuг missioп. 
іfапу. 

(с) ОЬtаіп this іпfопnаtіоп Fmm 11igl1eг' s OPOfZD. lt gives еасІ1 Іеаdег ап і1іеа of what оtІ1ег 
LІпits агс doiпg авс! •N!Jcгc they at·e goiпg. This information is іп paгagrapl1 ЗЬ( І) (l.:xecutioп , 

Concept ot· tl1e Operatioп, SciІeme ot· Movemeпt апd Мапеuvег). 
(d) Also іпсІLІdе апу iпf"oп11atiot1 ol1taiпed \VI1en tl1e leader coпducts adjacent uпit cooгdinatioп. 

FRIENDLY- GENERAL SITUATION 

В СО шnducts unilaleral offens.ive operat ions in АО 

HIGHER'S ВLАСКSМПН NЕТ 28 0700 NOV 14 ЮТ destroy enemy personnel 

MISSION and equipment, gather P!R, and t o dелу enemy elements reftІge 

or freedom of n10vement Ічithin АО. 

HIGHER'S US forces must unilatera!!y ciear ir1sшgent ceHs and facilities ;vi th in 

INTENТ АО BLACKSMITH ЮТ Ьеgіп buil ding ROM forces capabilit ies. 

ADJACENT UNIТS 2'"' Pl Т -19Т Dl5521 1510, з•& PL Т 19Т DL 5430 1987 

AПACHMENTS/ 
None 

DETACHMENTS 

HIGHER'S PLTs will SP from FOB HO~VARD and conduct separate PLT raids, 

CONCEPT then conduct РВ operations and foiiO>\' on operations. 

Figure 9-1 І. Example Frieпdly Situation. 

е. Attachmeнts and Detachments. State ІvІ1еп attaclнneпt ог detachment will Ье іп 
еПесt, it' that ditТers fгom wІ1еп tl1e OPORD is і11 eftect suc\1 as оп order or оп corпmitrпent ot" 
tl1e reserve. LJse tl1e tепп ·1·етаіпs attac!Іed" when UІІit:s will Ье or have Ьееп attac!Je(i f"ог some 
time. 

2. MISSION. State tl1e missioп 1ierived dtІring tl1e рІаппіng process. А missicm statement 
l1as no subparagгaphs. Aпswer tl1e 5 W's: WІю'> Wl1at (task)? Wllet·e'J WІ1еп'' And Wl1y 
(pLІrpose )'' 
• State tl1e missioп clearly and conciscly. Read it twice. 

І>~ 1'/atoon conducts а NІicf to desu·oy enemy logistical storage шеа and training 
camp located VIC 19Т DL 5960 1551, NLJ :!9 ОбООN. NOV 201.:1 ЮТ аІІгіtе enemy 
.foгces. (х 2) 

302 



Chapter 9 Combat Orders 

3. EXECUTION 

а. Cuшшandcr's Iпtcnt. State ti1e сотташіег's intent \vhich is i1is ciear. concise statement of 
what ti1e force must do апd ti1e coпditions the fогсе пшst estabiisl1 \Vitil respect to ti1e епету, 
ten·aiп, and civil cш1sideгatioпs that гepresent tl1e desiгed епd state. 

Ь. Conccpt uf Opet·ations. Descгibe how the опіt 1viii accompiisi1 its mission l'rom staгt to 
Ппіsі1. The Гoilowiпg subparagгapl1s fгom FM 5-О siю1v >vhat might Ье гечнігеd Іvithiп ti1e 
еопсерІ of tl1e орегаtіоп . Eпsure tiшt уоtІ state tl1e puгpose of ti1e wш· Пgl1ting fuпctions 'Niti1iп 
the еоnсерІ of the operatioп: Гіrе Stipport, Movement апd Maneнver. Protectioп Commaпd апd 
ContІ·oJ lпtelligeпce StІstaiшnent (foпneriy called "CSS"). 

COMMANOER'S INTENT 

PURPOSE 
Му intent forthis operation is to destroy а !І enemy and equipment on the OBJ, 

and gather PIR ЮТ developfuturetargets in АО BlACKSMITH. 

КЕУ 
-Emplace raid NLT 29 0600 NOV 13 
-Move undetected to OBJ 

TASKS 
·Postшed for future operations 

ENEMY: Destroyed ar1d unable further utilize АО to mount attacks 

END TERRAIN: Enemy denied further usage of ЛО BLACKSMITH 

STATE CIVIliAN: Civilian casualties minimized, see superior capabilities of US forces 
FRIENDlY: PLТs consolidated at РВ postшed for follow on missions. 

СОNСЕРТ STATEMENT 

PURPOSE At:trite tl1e enemy forces in the АО, пegati,,ely impact tl1e eпemy's mогаІ and 

OFOPN confideпce in rтюvіпg tlнougl1 their АО. 

DECISIVE 
ТОТНІS Опе team from ASLT 1 crossing PL Red 
OPNIS: 

THISIS 
We >viii have an established foothold \Vith numerical superiority in the ОВJ 

DECISIVE 
BECAUSE: 

;vhile providing overwhelming firepO\•Ver. 

DOTHIS 
Coпducting an iпfiltratioп 

ВУ: 

оо 
З'"SQO 

Т/Р 
Т: Destroy 
Р: Preventenemy from attaining control in АО BlACKSMITH 

501 
y•soo 
Т: ВгеасІ1 

Т/Р Р: Facilitate FOM of Assault element 

S02 
WPNsSQD 

Т/Р 
Т: Support Ьу Fire 
Р: Enable FOM of Assault element 

sоз 
l"SQO 

Т/Р 
Т: lsolate 
Р: Allo>v FOM of Assault element 

ENEMY: Oestroyed and uпat)le further utilize camp and storage area 
END TERRAIN: Епеmу denied further usage of area 

STATE CIVILIAN: Civilian casualties minimized, see superiorcapabilities of ІJS forces 
FRIENDLY: РLТ consolidated at РВ postured for follo;v оп missions. 

І'іgш·е 9-12. Exampie lлtent ашІ Сопсерt Statemeпt. 
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Task to Maneuver Units: (See Figure 9-12). 

З"1 Sctuaci -- You ше the DO. Your task is to ciestгoy а!/ enemy personnef оп 
the ol?iective. Your puгpose is to p1·event enemy .fi··om a!laining contІ·of in 
АО В!АСКSМІТН and c:o!lect al! avai/ab/e PIR in support offitture.fol/o}v
on missions. 

2"J Sctиad - Уои ше SO І. Your task is Ьгеас/1. Your ригроsе is to enable tl1e 
DO 's assault pmcess. 

Secuп'ty - You are S02. Уоuг task is !о isolate the enemy in the kill zone 
thaelJy a//owing по one in ог ои!. Уощ· ршроsе is to pmtect our .flanks as 
иІеl! as ргоvіс!е еш!у waming !ОТ pt'event compгomise and b!ock any 
епету QNY 

This орегаІіоп }Vilf Ье conducting in 5 phases: 
І. Planning and prepamtion. НесеірІ oJof'(/eг to SP. 
2. fnfi/tгation. ;;.;рІо the secuгity ha!t.foг tl1e ONP. 
З. Establisl1ment. Sec /щ!t Jог tl1e ONP to гаісf estah!ished. 
4. Execution. Naid initiation to cfissemination oflnJo. 
5. Neconso!idation. S'ecuІ·ity haftlo disseminate inj(J to РВ. 

с . Scheme of Movement анd Maneнver. Describe the employment of' 
maneuve1· uпits іп accordaпcc with tl1e concept of' opcratioпs . Addгcss subordinatc 
нnits and attachments Ьу паmе. State each опе' s missioп as а task and pLІrpose. 

Ensure tl1at the suboгdinate tmits' missions suppo1·t tl1at of'tl1e main cff'ort. l7 ocus оп 
actioпs оп tl1e objective. lnciLІde а dctailed plan апd criteгia fог eпgagemeпt І 

diseпgagemcпt, ап altcmatc plan in casc of' compromisc ог unplanпcd спсmу f'сн·сс 
movemeпt, and а witl1drawal рІап. ТІ1е brief' is to Ье seqllential, taking you f'rom 
start to tiпish, coveriпg аІІ aspccts of'tl1e operatioп . 

• Вгіеf' Гrот the start оГ your opcration, to mission completc. 
• Вгеаk operation іпtо phascs for simplicity апd соІ1еrепсу. 
• Соvег a lll'OLJtes, primaгy апd alternate, Ггот insertioп, through АОО, to 

liпk-up, until missioп complete. 
• Briet' your plan f'or crossing known dangeг areas. 
• Brief' your рІап f'or reacting to enemy contact. 
• Brief' РАСЕ plan f'or initiation and cease fire. 
• Briet' contingencies. 

d. Scheme of Fires. State scheme of fires to suppo.rt the overall concept and 
state who (whicl1 maneLJver Lшit) has priority offire. You can LJse the PCOT
CR format (ршроsе, Jocation, observer, trigger, comпшnication method, 
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гesources) to plan tires. Refer to the target list worksl1eet and overlay here, if 
applicable. Discuss specitic targets and роіпt theш out on the terrain шodel . 

е . Casualty Evacuation . Provide а detailed CASEV АС plan during each 
phase of the operation. Include ССР locations, tentative extraction points, 
and шethods of extraction . 

f. Tasks to Subordinate Units. СІеагІу state the шissions or tasks tor each 
subordinate unit that reports directly to the headquarters issuing the order. 
Cist the units in tl1e task organization, including reserves. Use а sepaгate 
subparag1·aph for each subordinate unit. State only the tasks neetied fог 

coшprehension, clarity, and eшplшsis. Place tactical tasks that affect two or 
шоrе units in Coordinating Iпstгuctions (subpaгagraph Зh). Platoon leatieгs 
may task tl1eir subordinate squads to provide any of the follo\viпg special 
teams: reconnaissance and secшity, assault, support, aiti and litteг, EPW and 
search, clearing, and demolitions . Уон шау also include detailed 
instructions for tl1e platoon sergeant, RTO, compass-man, and расе-шап. 

g. Coordiпating Iпstructioпs. This is always tl1e Jast subparagraph under 
paragraph З. Cist опІу the instructions tlшt аррІу to two or шоrе units, and 
\Vhich are seldoш covered іп unit SOPs. Refer tl1e user to ап аппех for mоге 
сошрІех instructions. The infoпnation listed below is required. 
(І) Time Schedule. State time, рІасе , uniforш, and priority ot' rel1earsals, 
backbrief's, iпspections, and шоvешепt. 
(2) Commaпder's Critical Iпformatioп Requirements . Iпclude PIR апd FFIR. 
(а) Priority intelligeпce reqнiremeпts. PTR includes all iпtelligence tl1at the 
coшmaпder must have for рІапnіпg and decision making. 
(Ь) Friendly fогсе iпtormation requirements . FFIR includes what the 
commaпder needs to kпow about friendly torces available for the operatioп . 

1t can iпclude personnel status, апшшnіtіоn status, and leadersl1ip 
capabilities. 
(З) Essential Elemeпts of Friendly Information . EEFI are cr itical aspects of 
friendly operations that, if knowп Ьу the еnешу, would compromise, lead to 
fa ilure, or limit SLJccess ofthe operation. 
(4) Risk-Redнction Control Measures. These are measшes нпіquе to the 
operation. They sнpplement the ш1іt SOP and can include missioп-oriented 

protective postнre , operational ехроsше gLІidance, vehicle recognition 
signals, and fratric ide preveпtion measures . 
(5) Rules of'Engagemeпt (ROE). 
(6) Environшeпtal Cons iderations . 
(7) f'orce Pгotection. 
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4. SUST AINMENT. Describe t11e concept ot' sustainrnent to include 
logistics, personnel, and шеdісаІ . 

а. Logistics. 
(І) Sustainшent Overlay. lnclude current and proposed сошраnу trains 
locations, CCPs (include marking шethod), eqнiprnent col!ection points, 
HCZs, AXPs, and any friendly sustaiшnent locations (r'OBs, COPs etc). 
(2) Maintenaпce. Iпclude weapons ащі equipшeпt DX tіше and location. 
(З) Traпsportatioп . State шethod and mode of transportation tог infil/exfil, 
load рІап, nшnber of І і fts/serials, Ьuшр рІап , recoveгy assets, recovery plan. 
(4) SLІpply. 
Class 1--Rat ioпs рІап . 

Class Ш--Petroleuш. 

Class V --Ашпшпіtіоп . 

Class V/1--Major end items. 
Class VТII--Medical. 
Class IX--H.epair paгts . 

Distгibнtioп Methods. 
(5) Field Seгvices. ІnсІщіе апу services pгovided or required (lauпdry, 

slюwers, etc). 

Ь. Personnel Services S11ppot·t. 
(І) Method of' marking and haпdling EPWs. 
(2) Religious Services. 

с. Аrшу Health Systeш Support. 
(І) Medical Сошшапd апd Control. Iпclude Іосаtіоп of medics, ideпtif'y 

rnedical leadeгship, реrsоппеІ coпtrolling шedics, апd шethod ot' marking 
patieпts. 

(2) Medical Treatment. State how wounded or iпjured soldiers will Ье 

treated (self'aicl, buddy aid, CLS, ЕМТ, etc). 
(3) Medical Еvаснаt.іоп. Describe how dead or wouпded, friendly and 
enemy personпel will Ье evacuated and identit'y aid апd litter teams. Inclнde 

special equipmeпt needed for evacнat ion. 

( 4) Preveпtive Меdісіпе. ldeпtit'y ану preveпtive шеdісіпе soldiers ша у 
пееd for the mission (suп block, chap stick, insect repellant, in-coнпtry 
specific теdісіпе ). 

5. COMMANO ANO CONTROL. State where command ащі сопtгоІ 
t'acilities and key leatieгs are located duriпg the operation. 
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а. Сошшаnd. 

(І) Locatioп of Coшшaпder/Patrol Leader. State wl1ere the сошшапdеr 
iпtends to Ье during tl1e operatioп, Ьу phase ifthe operation is phased. 
(2) Soccession of Cotшnand. State tl1e succession of cotшnand if not 
covered in the onit's SOP. 

Ь. Control. 
(1) Сошшаnd Posts. Descгibe the eшployment of comшand posts (CPs), 
inclнding the location of each СР and its tіше of opening and closiпg, as 
appropriate. ТурісаНу at platooп level the опІу rеfегепсе to commaпd posts 
wi\J Ье the соmрапу СР. 
(2) Repoгts. l-ist rep01ts поt covered in SOPs. 

с. Signal. Oescribe the concept of signal sнррогt, inclшiing cнrrent SOI 
etiition or refer to higher OPORD. 
(І) ldenti{y the SOT index tl1at is ін eГfect. 
(2) Identi{y methods of commuпicatioп Ьу priority. 
(3) Describe pyrotechnics апtі signals, to іnсІшіе агm and І1апd signals 
( demoпstгate ). 
(4) Give code words sнch as OPSKEDs. 
(5) Give challenge апd passvvord (нsе bel1iпti fтiendly lines). 
(б) Give nuшber сошЬіnаtіоп (use forward offгiendly lines). 
(7) Give гuпning password. 
(8) Give recogпition sigпals (пеаr/ far and day/ nigl1t). 

* Actions after Jssuaпce of OPORO: lssнe annexes, l1ighlight пехt l1ard time, 
give tirne hack, and ASK Гоr questions . 

Coпclusion 

As we've said, а good рІап f'acilitates etfective асtіоп in the t'ace of 
нntoreseen events. Good plans and orders foster initiative, шitigate friction 
and iпstill confidence. А good W ARNO and OPORO shoнld Ье clear апd 
сопсіsе enoнgh so any meшber ofthe patrol can execute, anli аррІу initiative 
in сагrуіпg out tl1e intent. 
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"Пи! Patml Leade1· is І'esponsi!J/e j(n·lt'!юte1'er tlu! palml cloes oІ·fiu1s to do." 

1::-ot· а patrol to SLІcceed, аІІ its шешЬеrs mнst Ье well trained an(i Ьriefed 
with actions reheaгsed. f~'шther, "sнccessfнl patrolling deшatкis the highest 
of soldierly virtнes. Therefore, the selectioп of personnel for ап importaпt 
раtгоІ must not Ье peгfuпctory aff'air. ТІ1е men shoнld Ье carefнlly selected 
ап(і only the intelligent, the physically fit апd the stout of heart sІюнІd Ье 
сопsіdеге(і. Опе careless or stupid indiviLiLШI may briпg about the death ог 
сарtше of tl1e entire patrol or санsе it to й1іІ іп its mission. The moron, the 
weakliпg and the timid have no place in tl1is hazardoнs аtкі exactiпg dнty." 1 

ТІ1е ршроsе of this chapter is to discнss the pгeparation оГ а patrol f'rom 
notificatioп until the tіше of dcpartшe. This will Ье accomplished Ьу an 
еІаЬогаtіоп of· Troop Lcading Procedшes (TLP) - the framework f'or the 
рІаппіпg апd ргерагаtіоn of' small нnit missioпs (See Figure І О-І). 

Supervise & Refine 

I.sue ао OPORD 

Complete the РІа11 

Н.есеіУе the l\'Iission 

Conduct 
Recoonai!'san(:e 

Make а Tentat.ive Plan 

Initiate i\lo,·cment 

І·їguге І 0-1. Тгоор Leadiпg Proceduгes. 

Troop Leading ProcedtІres 

Troop Leac!iпg Procedшes (TLP) coпsist of eight steps wl1ich аге not 
necessarily seqнential . However, steps 1-3 of tl1e TLP нsнаІІу do not 
change, 

1 ІпІ'апtгу іп Battle, 324. 
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steps 4-7 are interchangeable, and step 8 occurs throughout the process. 
Patrol leaders modify tl1e sequeлce to meet the missioп, situatioл, апd 

available time. Some steps are done concштently while others шау go on 
continuously througlюLJt the operatioл. ТІ1е TLP consists of the following 
steps: 

І. Recei11e t/1e mission ·- The mission assigned to а patrol must Ье clear алd 
сопсіsе, orieпted towaгti one objective with а specific task and puгpose. The 
patrol leader InLІst have а clear understandiпg of his mission, the 
cotшnander's intent, шкі the епеmу and friendly sitнations. At this iпitial 

step in tl1e ТСР, the patrol leatie1· revie;vs tl1e mission and tiecides what 
efforts mнst Ьеgіп immediately. Не makes а teпtative time schedule to 
resoшce available time ( 1/3 2/3 rнle). 1 А ргореr use of sнboгdinates to 
manage tl1ese іпіtіаІ tasks redнces preparatioп time апd trees нр the patrol 
Іеаdег for ргореr рІаппіng and recoппaissance. Some of these tasks may 
include: 2 

• How should І task organize my element for this patrol? 
• When will the patrol depart апtі retum? How mапу tiays гаtіопs will the 

patrol require? How mнch апшшпіtіоп will Ье requireti? 
• Is fіге support (artillery, mortars) available? Ifso, wlшt type? 
• Is close аіг support (CAS) available? 
• What MEDEV АС assets are available? 

Is а qнick reaction force (QRF) available? 
• What type ofїnfil/exJil platforms are available? 
• What is tl1e епешу composition, disposition, апd stтeпgth? Receпt 

activities? 
• What are the locatioпs апd activities of frieпdly troops? 
• Will tl1e patrol have to pass throнgh outposts or other security elemeпts 

(passage oHoгward fгіепсІІу Ііпеs)? 
• What are tl1e rнles of eпgagement (ROE) for this patrol? 
• What are the missions апd roLІtes of other patгols? 
• What are some sLJitable roнtes goiпg іпtо апd OLІt of the objective? Ву 

аіг movemeпt? Ву vehicle movemeпt? Ву foot movement? 

DLІriпg this step, апd prior to the waming ordeг (WARNO), the patгolleader 
mнst ensLJre: 
• Each member ofthe patrol has an assigned positioп апd wеароп. 
• Specialty teams have Ьееп assigned аші eqLІipmeпt issLJed. 

1 This І'UІе гeminds рІаnпегs to use no more than 1/3 ofthe timc available to plan апd issнe tl1e 
ordcг so tltat sнbot·diпates have 2/3 ot' available time to ргераге tor tlte rпiss i oп. 
2 ТІ1е rпajority oftilis information \Villпormally Ье listed іп higl1eг ' s орегаtіопs oгder. 
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• Rucksacks are packed according to the packiпg list wit\1 equipmeпt tied 
dowп. 

• А tet1tative time schedule is posted. 

2. lssue а 1vaming ordet· - А warпiпg order (W ARNO) is а preliminar·y 
поtісе ot' an oгder ог асtіоп that is to t'ollow (FM 1-02). At this step, the 
patrolleader issLІes а W ARNO as oLІtliпed in Chapter 9. 

3. Make а tentative plan - Once the WARNO is given and initial 
preparations are set in motion, the patrol Іеаdег begins aпalyziпg the 
mission . Iпstead ot' а leader trying to come LІр with the whole plan himself, 
he shoLІki delegate as many planпing tasks as possible. То organize thinking, 
the patrol leader uses МЕТТ-ТС: 

Missioп - the mission assigпed to the patrol and how it r·elates to the 
mission of tf1e commaпder wІю is seпding the patrol. As the patrol lealier 
analyzes tl1e missioп І1е considers varioнs coшses of асtіоп (СОА). 

Principal varial., les between COAs normally consist in tl1e following: 
• Patrol task organization. 
• Form ot'maпeuver employed. 
• Туре ot'ambusl1 to Ье used (area or point). 
• Fon11atioп ot' ambush to Ье usecl (Ііпеаr, L-shaped, etc.). 
• f{outes to Ье LІsed. 

Туре оfТепаіп 

Trail 
Tempeгate Forest 
Tropical Rain Forest 
S\vamp 

Distaпce Covereli іп Meters Per Hour 
1,500 
1,000 

500 
зо о 

Enemv - what is known ог sнspected of enemy presence and capabilities, 
habits and clшracteristics, апd fighting techп iqнes? The leader considers all 
available infoгmatioп of kпown ог suspected enemy positions and previous 
ambus\1 sites. 

Terrain and weather - iпcludiлg grouпd, vegetation, dгainage, weather, and 
visibility (weather апd light data) . Tn stнliying maps of the terтain over 
which the leader will пюvе his unit, the leader first checks the map' s 
marginal data to deteгmine reliability at the time the шар was made. If 
гel i ability is not good, or if the шар is oki, he evaluates its reliability in light 
ofall otheг iпfoгmation he can оЬtаіп . 
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For example, а 20-year-old map may not show several nearby roads and 
trails; more recent building development in the area will not Ье showп . The 
patrol Іеаdег considers the factors of ОАСОК ( observatioп/fields of fire , 
avenues of approach, cover and concealment, obstacles , and key terrain) . 
For example, he considers how t.he terrain will influence his movement, 
particular formations, the rate of movement, and methods of control. His 
map study includes evaluation of the terraiп from the eпemy' s viewpoiпt: 

How woнki the епеmу нsе this terrain? Where could the епеmу positioп 
tгoops, installatioпs , апd шnbнshes? 

Additioпally, the patrol leader considers reports of нnits or patro ls that 
have recently operated in the area. All available iпfoпnation is considered. 

Troops апd sнpport avai lable - frieпtily sitнation and support available. The 
leader plaпs artillery ащі mortar fiгes so they will deceive, harass, ог destгoy 
tl1e enemy. Tl1ey may Ье planпed as scl1edнled or on-call fires . Fiгes аге 
рlаппеd: 

• Оп key tеrгаіп f'eatuгes аІопg the гонtе . These сап seгve as navigatioпal 
aitis or to deceive, harass, or destгoy the епеmу. 

• Оп kпоwп епеmу positioпs. 

• On kпown or suspected ambush sites. 
• Оп the flaпks of identified danger areas. 
• Wherever а diversioп appears desirable. For example, if the нпіt mнst 

pass near an ideпtifїed enemy positioп, artillery or mortar fires оп the 
positioп may distract the епеmу апd permit the uпit to pass uпdetected . 

• At iпtervals aloпg the roнte , every 500 to І ООО meters for example. 
With fires so рlаппеd , the tшit is пever far from а plotted coпceпtration 
from which а shift сап Ье qнickly made. 

Coordination with the supportiпg uпit iпclнdes: 
• Route to Ье followed. 
• Scheduled апd on-call fires . 
• Call sigпs and trequencies. 
• Checkpoints , phase liпes , and other control measнres . 

• Times of dерш1ше and гetum. 

Time available - the constraints and impact of time оп preparation and 
mission accomplishшent (planniпg 113 2/3 rule). 

Civil coпsiderations - the patrol leader considers ASCOPE (areas, 
structнres , capabilities, organizations, реорІе , and eveпts). 3 Не coпs iders tl1e 

J See Cl1apter 7 ·- МЕТТ-ТС . 
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attitude ot' the civilian populatioп and the exteпt to which they can Ье 
expected to cooperate or iпterfere. Не considers the specified and implied 
tasks ot' his m ission іп light ot' this infoпnation. 

The patrolleader LІses the following checklists to ensure nothing is шissed: 

/nte/1 igence Checklist -
І. ldentification of enemy нnit. 
2. Weathcr апd light data. 
3. Terraiп update. 
а. Ас1·іаІ plюtos. 

Ь. Trails апd obstacles not оп тар. 
4. Known or suspected епеrпу locatioпs. 
5. Wcapoпs. 
б . Probable coнrse of асtіоп. 
7. Reccпt спсту activities. 
8. H.eaction time of reactioп l'orces. 
9. Civiliaпs оп tl1c battlctlcld. 
І О. lJpclate to ССІІ~. 

Optлations Cl?ecklist 
І. Missioп backbrief. 
2. lc\cntificatioп of frieпdly нпіts. 
З. Changes in tl1e friendly sitнatioп. 
4. RotJtc selcctioп , LZi I'Zi DZ sclcction. 
5. l ... inkup pгoccdtІres. 
а. Сопtіпgспсіеs 

Ь. ()RF 
с. QRr' 1-'rcquency 
б. Тгапsрогtаtіоп/тоvсrпспt рІап. 

7. ResLІpply (with S4). 
8. Sigпal рІап . 

9. Dерагtнге апd reentry offor\vaгd uпits. 
І О . Special еqніртепt гeqll ігетепts. 
І І. Adjaccпt tІП its іп the агеа of operatioпs. 
12. Re!Jcarsal агеаs. 
ІЗ. Method of iпseІ·tioп/extractioп. 

Fi1·e SирроІ'І Cl1ecklist -
І. Missioп backbrief. 
2. ldcпtificat.ioп of suppo11iпg llпit. 
З. Missio11 апd objcctive. 
4. RotJte to and from the objective (іпсІнdе alterпate I"Olltcs). 
5. Ті те of depш1llre апd expected time ofretuгп. 
б. Uпit target list (from fire рІап). 
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7. Туре of available sвррогt (artillery, mortar, naval gвпfіге апd aerial sttppot·t, to 
іпсІвdе Атту, Navy апd Air Fогсе) апd thcir locatioпs. 
8. Ammunition available (to inclнdc diffcrcnt fвses) . 

9. Prioгity oUit·cs. 
І О . Contгol mcasшes. 

а . Cl1eckpoiпts. 

Ь. Boнпdarics. 

с. Phase lincs. 
d. Fire support coordinat.ioп mcasuгcs. 
е. Priority targets (taгget list). 
t'. RF А (rcstrictivc tlre arca). 
g. Rf'L (restгictivc fіге Ііпс). 
h. NF'A (пo-fire area). 
і. Precoordinatcd autl1eпtication. 

\І. Communicatioп (include primal)' and alternate means. emergeпcy sigнals апd 
code \Vords ). 

ІІеІІісиІш Mи•ement Coordination Checklist 
І. ldeпtification ofthe нnit. 
2. Suppoгtiпg unit ideпtitїcatioп. 
З. Nшnber and type ofvel1iclcs апd tactical preparatioп. 
4. Eпtrucking point. 
5. Dcpaгture timc. 
б. Preparatioп of vehicles for movemeпt . 

а . Driveг respoпsibilitics . 

Ь. Platooп/ sqнad t·csponsibilities. 
с. Special sttpplies/ equipmeпt requit·ed. 

7. Availability of vchicles for рt·срагаtіоп/ rchcarsals/ іпsресtіоп (timcs and 
locatioпs). 

8. Routcs. 
а. Рrіпшrу. 

Ь. Alterпatc. 

с . Checkpoiпts. 

9. Detruckiпg points. 
а. Primary. 
Ь. Altemate. 

\0. Order ofmarch. 
11. Speed. 
І\ . Commuпicatioпs (ti·cqueпcics. call sigпs, codcs). 
12. Emergeпcy procedures апd signals .4 

4. lnitiate movement - the patrol Jeader initiates any шoveшent пecessary to 
coпt.inue rniss ion preparation or to posture his element for tl1e start of tl1e 
mission. This step сал Ье executed at any time thгoughout the sequence of 

4 C\Іecklists provided from tl1e SH 21-76 Raпget· Haпdbook 2011, 2-24 ·- 2-25. 
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the TLP 5 For example, а PL Гог а raid patrol may assign one ofї1 i s elements 
the mission to conduct а reconnaissance оп the нпіt's objective. Based on 
back\vards p laппing, he may have to do this early on, even ЬеГоrе he issues 
the WARNO. 

5. Comluct reconnai.~sance - Often the patrol must pгovide its O\vn 
intelligence support. Members must Ье aleгt to герогt intoпnation and 
leaders must Ье able to evalнate the sigпificance ot' this іпГоrmаtіоп ін 

relatioп to the sitнatioп. Wl1enever time and circнmstances allow, patrol 
leaders persoпally condнct reconna i ssaпce (aerial іГ possil)\e) оГ critical 
mission aspects. No amouпt of' planning сап sнbstitнte fог firsthшкi 

assessment of'the sitнation . At а miпimum, а thoroнgh map study oГthe агеа 
is made. 1 Г possible, leadeгs should іпс Інdе theiг subordinate Jealiers in theiг 
reconnaissance eПorts. Tl1is allows the sнborliinates to see as mнсІ1 of' tl1e 
tetтain апd enemy as possit,le. The reconnaissance a\so helps subordiпate 
leadeгs gаіп iпsight into the leaders' visioпs оГ tl1e operatioп.6 

When condнct iпg а recoппaissance Гоr а larger нnit, it's поt опІу 

impeгative that а good line of' cotшnunication Ье lett open (1or updatiпg 
existiпg information) Ьнt to lшve covered сегtаіп critical particнlars sLJch as 
link-up and ORP locatioпs. 

Countainte!ligence (СІ) plan -- а uпit is especially vнІпеrаЬІе to ambнsh 
if the епеmу knows the нnit is to move, what time it is to move, wl1ere it is 
to go, tl1e route it is to tollow, and the weapons and eчнipment it is to carry. 
The eff()fts made to deny or delay епеmу acqнisition of· tl1is іпtопnаtіоп 
comprise the СІ plan. As а miпimum, tl1e рІап restricts dissemiпatioп of 
iпtormatioп . Tl1e patгo\leader gives онt missioп iпtormation опІу оп а пeed

to-kпow basis. This procedнre is especially importaпt when tl1e indigeпoнs 
регsоппеІ operating \Vith the нпіt might possibly Ье planted iпtormers. Опсе 
critical iпtormatioп is giveп, реrsоппеІ are isolated so that nothing сап Ье 
passed out. lf' it is likely that the enemy or епеmу iпtormeгs will observe the 
depaгture of а Ltпit, deception plans shoнld Ье used. 
Аегіа/ Reconnaissance - lf possible, the Іеаdег makes an aerial 

reconnaissance. The informatioп gai пed from tl1e aerial recotшaissance 

enables him to compare the map and tеrгаіп . Не also obtaiпs current and 
more complete information on roads, trails, maп-made objects, type and 
density of vegetation, апd seasonal condition of streams. Ап aerial 
гeconпaissance reveals: 
• Movemeпt or lack ofпюvement in ап агеа (frieпdly, enemy, сіvіІіап). 

5 lt са п inc lu(ie movement to an assembly агеа. battle position (ВР), ог new АО, ог tl1e 
movemeпt ot' gu ides or quartering pa1t ies (1°М 3-21. 1 0). 
"1:м 3-21.10,2-5 1. 
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• Indicatioпs of enemy activity. Sпюkе may indicate Iocatioпs of' 
campsites, patrols, or patrol bases. Freshly dug soil may iпdicate 

positioпs or ambush sites. Shadows may aid іп identi:fying objects. 
Unusual shapes, sizes, shadows, shades, or colors may iпdicate faulty 
camouflage . 

Despite its many advaпtages , aerial reconпaissance has Jimitations. Some 
examples iпclude the t(JIIowiпg: 
• Strength ofbridges cannot Ье determiпed. 
• Тепаіп surface may Ье misinterpгeted. 
• Mines шкі ЬооЬу traps canпot Ье seen. 
• Presence of aircraft may warn enemy. 

6. Complete tlte plan - During this step, leaders expand their selected (or 
refїned) COAs into а complete OPORDs. ТІ1еу prepare overlays, refine tl1e 
iпdirect fire list, complete sustaiшnent апd С2 гeqнirements and ttpdate the 
teпtative plan based оп the latest reconпaissaпce or iпformatioп . If time 
allows, the patrol leadeг makes Лnal coordiпation with adjacent units апd 
l1igl1er· l1eadquarters before issнiпg tl1e order. 

Duriпg this step апd prior to the operations order (OPORD), the patrol 
leader must ensure: 
• Missioпs and routes of otheг patro!s in tl1e area are kлоwп and 

decoпЛicted ifnecessary. 
• ІпfїІ/ЕхfїІ transportation is coordinated. 
• Resнpp!y is coordinated. 

7. Issue tlte order -- The OPORD precise!y and concise!y explaiпs botf1 tl1e 
leader's inteпt and concept of' how he eпvisioпs the нnit accomplishing tl1e 
шіssіоп. The order does поt contain uппecessary іпfопnаtіоп . The OPORD 
is delivered qнickly and in а manner that al!ows sнbordinates to concentrate 
оп understanding the leader's visioп апd not jнst copying \Vhat І1е says 
verbatim. 

8. Supervise and rejlne - T!1is fiпal step of tl1e TLP is crucial. А fter issнiпg 
the OPORD, the leader апd his sнbordinate leaders must ensнre that the 
requiгed activities and tasks are completeti in а timely mаппеr ргіоr to 
mission exectttion. Supervision is tl1e p1·imary responsibility of а!/ 

!eadership. Botl1 officeгs апd NCOs mLtst cl1eck eveгything tl1at is important 
fог sttccesstul missioп accomp!ishment . Th is іпсІнtіеs , bttt is not limited to: 
• Condнctiпg пнmегоus backbгiefs оп аІІ aspects of the LІПіt and 

sttbordinate Ltnit operations. 
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• Ensuring the second in commaпd іп eacl1 element is prepared to execute 
iпl1is leader's аЬsепсе. 

• Cistening to subordiпate's operatioп order. 
• Observiпg rehearsals of subordiпate uпits. 

• Checkiпg load plans to ensure tl1ey are carrying опІу wl1at is necessary 
for tl1e mission or wl1at the OPORD specified. 

• Checkiпg the stattІs апd serviceability of weapoпs. 7 

• Checkiпg on maiпteпance activities of subordiпate uпits. Епsнrіпg ІосаІ 
security is maiпtained. 

Rehearsals are practice sessions coпducte(j to prepare uпits for ап 

нрсоmіпg operatioп or eveпt. They are essential іп eпsuriпg thoroнgh 

preparatioп, coordiпatioп, ащі нпderstaпdiпg of the commaп(ier's рІап апd 
іпtепt. f{ehearsals should follow tl1e crawl-walk-run methodology. Platooпs 
and sqнads use five types of rel1earsals : 
• Coпfirmat ion brieC 
• Backbrief. 
• Combiпed arms rel1earsal. 
• Support rehearsal. 
• Battle drill or SOP rehearsal. 

Assumption of Commaпd - Any member of the patrol migl1t have to take 
command of his element in an emergeпcy, so each man must Ье prepared to 
do so. DLІring an assLІmption of command, time and sittJatioп permitting, the 
leacier assuming command accomplishes the tasks (not necessarily in orcier) 
based on МЕТТ -ТС liste(i below: 
l. Inform higher ofthe change. 
2. Establish І maiпtain security. 
3. Identify chain of сопш1апd and infoпn а! І реrsоппеІ . 

4. Check persoпneJ status and Іосаtіоп of crew-served weapons and re-man 
if necessary. Maintaiп unit integrity if possible. 
5. Corгect нnsatisfactory actions, і . е. , secuгity, noise апd light discipline 
violations. 
6. Determine Іосаtіоп \Vitl1iп 200 meters. 
7. Exchaпge necessary information and equipmeпt witl1 previoнs leacier. 
8. Obtain accurate status report from sнborciinate leaders withiп І О minutes. 
9. Delegate aнthority to accomplish tasks. 
І О. Establish а priority Гог tasks. 
11 . lssue Ff{.AGO if' пecessary. 

7 Before (іерш1іпg оп any miss ioп а good leader \Viii always сошінсt p1·ecombat checks (PCCs) 
апd precombat iпspections (PC!s). Tl1ese are сгіtіса І to tl1e SLJccess оfапу combat patrol . 
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Pre-comhat inspection - Pre-combat inspections (PCis) are critica1 to the 
success of any combat patro1. The patro11eader inspects betore rehearsa1s to 
ensure comp1eteness and correctness of unitorm and equip ment. The 
fo11owing areas are checkec1; prescribed weapoпs, eqнipmeпt and 
amnшnitioп are avai1ab1e and serviceab1e; indivic1нa1 апd еqніршепt are 
camoнflaged, persoпne1 have ideпtiticatioп tags, and JD cards, tape and 
other items are нsed to silence eqнipmeпt to ргеvепt noise рюdнсеd during 
movement; OPSEC - items that сон1d provide iпformation to the епеmу: 
Jetters and papers, remaiп behiпd; and LІnпecessary eqLІipment апd excess 
\veight remain behind. Additiona1Jy, t1le раtго1 leader чнestions eacl1 patrol 
member to ensure the following is kno\vп: mission, рІаппеd roнtes (primary 
and a1terпate ), fire sнpport p1an, MEDEV АС p1an, and the man 's role on the 
patrol. 

Conc!LJsioп 

The ршроsе ofthis chapter was to tшderstaпd Troop Leading Proceduгes 
(TLP) so as to assist leaders in the planning апd prepaгation of patтols. As 
>ve've said, the traits necessary in а Іеа(іег are directly proportionate to the 
situation and the natнre of those Ьеіпg 1ed. Leaders must supervise ів the 
plaпniпg апd ехеснtіоп of tl1eir orders. А superficial readiпg of mi1itary text 
books is likely to сопvеу the idea that doties of а 1eader coпsist опІу of 
estimating the situation, гeaching а decisioп, and issнing ап order. Jt is 
evideпt, however, that unless the orders of tl1e comman(ier are execнted, 
even а perfect рІап wi11 fai1. Оп the ot11er haпd, а poor plan, if 1оуа11у and 
energeticaiiy carried out, wi11 often socceed. 8 

"lпf'antry іп Battle, !95. 
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"І11!1епІhе епету is а! ease, Ье аЬІе Іо 111eary him; и;/Jепи•еІlfесІ, slш-ve /iim; 111/Jеп 

аІ resl, /о make him mm•e. Арреш· at places аІ ~vf!ich he musl haslen; mm1e swifily 
ИІ/JеІ·е !1е does по/ ехресІ you. " - Sun ·гzu 

Patrols act as botl1 the eycs апd cars of' а largeг clemcпts апd are seпt out 
to coпduct а spccific сошЬаt, rcconnaissancc, or security шission. Patrols 
operate seшi-iпtiependently and ret.um to the main body uроп сошрІеtіоп оГ 
their шіssіоп. 1 Wheп а unit is not actively fightiпg the еnсшу, it should Ье 
actively searching for the еnешу; tl1is is the рrішш·у purposc of patrolling. А 
commander sends а patrol out froш the шаіn body to condнct а specitic 
tactical task with ап associated ршроsе. 

If а patrol is made up ot' an orgaпic uпit, sнch as а ritle sqнac!, the sqнad 
leader is гesponsible. Jf а patro! is made up of шіхеd elements from seveгal 
нnits, an otficer or NCO is designated as the patrol Іеаdег. This teшporary 
tit!e detiпes his гоІе апd respoпsibilities f'or that mission. 2 Additionally, 
patrol missions can range from security patrols іп c!ose proximity to the 
mаіп body, or to perform raids deep ілtо enemy territory. The planпed 
асtіоп determiпes the type of patro!. The f}VO categшies of patrols ше 
reconnaissance and comlJat. This chapter will serve as an iпtroduction to 
patro!Jing and will focus оп the following: 

І. Priпciples of Patrolling. 
2. Priпciples ofTactica! Movemeпt. 
З. Movement Formatioпs 
4. Movemeпt Techniqнes. 
5. Actions at Halts. 
б. Actioпs at Danger Areas. 
7. Battle Drills. 

Principles of Patrolling 

The lives of' ал entire нnit may depend uроп the sнccess or t'ai!ure of' а 
patrol. А!І patrols are governed Ьу tive principles: 
• Planпing 

• Reconnaissance 
• Security 

Coпtrol 

Commor1 Sense 

І FM 3-21.8,9-1. 
2 lbid. 
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Planning Make а simple plan and effecti11ely communicate it to all. 
General Pattoп's axiom encapsulates this principle Ьу saying, "А good plan 
violently executed now is better tlшn а perfect plan executed next week." 
РІап and prepare to а realistic standard and rehearse everyth ing. Planniпg, 
an essential element of commaпd and control, is а continuoLІs process Ьу 
wl1ich а commander's visualization is translated in а specitic coLtrse of 
action. РІшшіng is the art and science of envisioпiпg а desired end state. 
RLІies tlшt govem its process шаkе it а science, whi Іе reчLІired ski 11, шаkе it 
ап шt. А plan is а continLІous, evolviпg frшnework of anticipated actioпs 
that шах imizes oppOttLІnities. 3 

Reconnaissance - As а leacler, your responsibility is to confirm what уои 
know, and leam what you do not already know. Reconnaissance is а focused 
collection effort that leaders use іп oгder to gаіп the шost ассшаtе рісtше of 
ап objective possible Ьу ЛІІіпg inf()Пnation gaps. Leaders ensuгe tl1cy 
perfonn гecons prior to moveшeпt апtі occLtpation of' areas іп ordcr to 
preserve tl1eir force as well as сошЬаt power.4 

Securi(v- Pгeserve your.f"orce as а lvhole. АІІ f()rces, rcganiless of' size, are 
iпherently responsible to pгovide their own local secuгity. Sвccessful 

secшity pгovides early and accurate warning, reaction time, апсІ шапевvеr 
space, wl1ile remaining vigilaпt and oriented toward tl1e шаіп body. Also а 
principle of war, secшity coпsitieгs the protection of tl1e t()rce, and iпvolves 
the use of tiispersioп, cover and соnсеаІшепt, wl1ile remaiпiпg uпdetected. 5 

Control - СІеаг undeгstancling of tl1e еопсері о/ Іhе operation anct 
commander 's intenl along }Vith discipline. Leaders ttse coпtrol measвres іп 
order to clarif'y іпtепt апd synchroпize eftoгt іп such а шаппеr as to avoid 
restrictiпg iпitiative. Апоthег of Pattoп 's ахіошаtіс expressioпs encapsLІlates 
this ргіпсірІе: ''ТеІІ people what to do, поt ho>v to do it." 

Соттоп Sense- Use а/І availuble infoгmation аті good judgmenl to make 
sound, timely decisions. Соnшюn sense is the basic level of practical 
knowledge and prudent judgшent based оп а siшple perception of а given 
situation or facts. Common sense equates to knowledge or ехреrіепсе and 
shoLІld always goverп the other principles. 

3 J"·"or то ге оп рІа пл іпg, see chapteгs 8 ашІ 9. 
'1:ог more 011 recoппaissance, see chapter 12. 
5 1·:or mo1·e 011 secшity. see сІ1арtег 3, principles of \Va J·. 
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Tactical Movement 

"И'ї1еn you'1·e оп the march, асІ tl1e И'ау you и•oulcl ij'you н1аs sneaking up оп а 
сІеег. See tl1e enemy.fit·st." Rogers ' Staпding Orders #З 

Tactical movement is baseLl оп the апtісіраtіоп of enemy grounLl contact. 
Моvешепt is поt maneuveг. Movemeпt eпLls vvhen grошкі coпtact is made 
or the Lmit гeaches its ciestiпatioп . Tactical movement is шoveшent іп 

preparation fог coпtact. Maпeuver is шovemeпt supported l)y fіге to gаіп а 
position of advantage оvег the епету. 6 

The patгol leader selects the best combination of шovement formations 
апd techпiques Гог each situation while consideгing the factors of' МЕТТ
ТС. Tl1e patrol leader selects the appropriate Гoпnation апd techпique usiпg 
the ліпе priпciples о і' tactical movemeлt: М О V Е S Е С U R Е 

Maiпt.ain all aroнпLl secuгity. 
Observe нпіt cohesioп - team, sqнad, aпLl platoo11 integrity. 
Visual coпtact І commuпicatioп maiпtaiпeLl. 
Епfогсе proper speed апd mаіпtаіп momeпtuш. 

Screeп пюvеmепt witl1 covereLl апd сопсеаІеd roнtes. 
Епtогсе поіsе апd light discipliпe . 

Coпtact made \Vith smallest elemeпt forwaпi. 
Use appropriate пюvеmепt foпnation апd technique based on МЕТТ-ТС. 
Roнte selectioп (avoid sнspected епеmу conceпtratioпs) . 

Entoгce proper dispersion ( don 't ЬнпсІ1 up ). 

Movement Formatioнs 

Movement f'ormatioпs inclнde eleшeпts and inLlividuals arraпged in 
relation to each otl1er. Fire teams , sqнads, and platoons нsе seveгal 

f'ormations. Foпnations give the раtгоІ leadeг control. ТІшs, leaders shoнld 
position tl1emselves wl1ere they can best control tl1e foпnatio11s. Formations 
allow tl1e fire teшn leader to lead Ьу example, "F'ollow me and сіо as І do." 
All members in the team mLtst Ье аЬІе to see theiг !eader. 

Each foпnation aids сопtгоІ, secшity, and firepower to varying degrees. 
l"eaders нsе formations for control, tlexibility, and secнrity . Leaders select 
f'ormatioпs based оп theiг analysis of МЕТТ-ТС. This section will cliscuss 
team, sqнad , and platooп movement foпnations. 

" 1:м з-2І.ІО. з-1. 
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Chapter 11 Patrolling 

Fire Team Wedge- The viedge is the basic forrnation tог the fire team. Tl1e 
interval between soldiers is попnаІІу І О meters; however tl1is distaпce is 
dependent upon terrain. The team leader modifies the wedge when terrain or· 
poor visibility rnakes control difficLtlt (See FigLІre t 1-1 ). 

ATL 

ASA\V 8 
А203 

8 8 
AR 

8 
Figuгe І 1-1. Fіге Team Wedge. 

Fire Team Pile - Team leaders (ТС) employ the file wheп tl1e wedge is 
impгactical dLte to restrictive terrain or limited visibility. Like the wedge, the 
iпterval between soldiers is normally І О meters; lюwever tl1is distance is 
depeпdent LІpon terraiп . The file is easy to contгol, affords fast rnovernent, 
and while allowing ехсеІІепt security to the flanks, affшds little to the front 
апd rear (See fїgше 11-2). 

ATL8 

8ASAW 

А203 8 
8AR 

Figшe 11-2. Fire Team File. 

Fire Team Line - The Ііпе is more ditricult to сопtюІ, affoгds slower 
rnovernent, allows little security to the flanks, but oft'ers тахіпшrn security 
and potential fire po\ver to the front and rеаг (See Figнre 11-3). 

А203 ATL ASA\V AR 

е 8 8 8 
l'їgure І 1-3. Гїге Тешn Lіле. 
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Diamond - The diaшond forшation is used to шахншzе control and 
security. Distance betweeп men is 5 to І О meters . The ехашрІе below is 
geпerally used dшіпg а leader' s reconnaissance (See Figшe І 1-4). 

ATL • 
ASA\V . . АРТ 

SL • Figure 11-4. Diamoпd Foпnatioп. 

S(JUafl Column- The squad соІшnп is the squad's priшary шoveшent 
forшatioп unless prepariпg Гоt· ап assault. It provides good control апd 
dispersioп botl1 laterally апd іп depth . Distaпce between шеn is 5 to І О 

шeters (See Figure l І -5). 7 

АТІ" 

ASA\V ,1.203 • AR • 
SL 

M.G • Medic 

AG • • • 
BTL 

В203 
о BSAW 

о о 
BR 

о 
Fїgure І 1-5. Sчuaci СоІшnп. 

7 Tl1e illustratioпs depict а ' heavy' sчнаd witl1 attac!Іec! gнп team апс! medic for 
detached/iнclepeпdeнt operatioнs . 
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Squad File - The squad file l1as the same cl1aracteristics as the fire teatn 
file. Like the vvedge, tl1e interval betweeп soldiers is nоплаІІу l О rпet.ers. 

However, this distance is dependent ttpoп terrain (See Figuгe l l-6). At halts, 
membeгs of tl1e squad take а kлее and face out two to three steps ot· the line 
of march to allow movement at the halt (See ll-7) . 

ATL • 

• • • 
SL • 

• • • 
о 

о 

о 

• 
• 

о о 

о 

0 BTL 

Figшe 11 -6. ScІttad f' ile. l'igure І 1-7. SqLІad File at l1alt. 

Squad Une- The Sqнad І ine provides tnaxinшtn fiгepower to the froпt and 
is used to assault or as а pre-assault foпnation. ТІ1е squad leader designates 
one of tl1e teams as the base team. f'гorn this foпnation, the squa(i leader 
may employ any of the thr·ee moveшent techпiqнes or conduct fire and 
maneнver. f'ire teatn wedges are slшllow to provide шахіmшл coverage to 
the tront (See Figure l 1-8). 

ATL 

•••• SL 

•••• 
F·'igшe І 1-8 Sl]ttaLi Lіпе. 
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Chapteг 11 Patrolliпg 

Platoon Column, Squads in Column - The со1шnп torшatioп allows the 
р1аtооп to шаkе contact with one squad апd rnaneuver with the two trai1 
sqнads. lt is а flexible forшatioп, a\1owing easy transitioп to other 
forrnatioпs, wl1ile providing good al\-roнnd secuгity. The рІаtооп can deliver 
а liшited vo1ume of fire to the front алd to the rear, but а high volume to t11e 
flanks (See Figure 11-9). 

• 

TL • • • 
8 sL 

.тL 

• • 

FO 
• 

• 

• 8 8 MGTeam 

8 \VSL 

8 TL 

• • • 
8 sL 

eTL 

• • • 
PSG.:1:, 

U • Medic 
MGTeam 8 

• • 

• 

ТL 

• • • 
8 sL 

еТL 

• • • 

Lead Squad 

HQ and MG Теаш 1 

Сепtег Sqнad 

} HQ miO MG Те"" 2 

Тrail Sqнad 

fїgure 11-9. РІаtооп СоІнmп witl1 Squads in Columtl. 

Platoon Une, Squшl\· оп Une - T1lis foпnation puts all squads forward 
a1ong t1le same dігесtіоп of шоvетепt, and it provides for the tielivery of 
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maximurn tire to the front, but less to the flanks. It is the most difficult 
formation to control. The platoon leader designates а base squad, noпnally 
the center one, for the others to guide on. Flank and rear security is 
generally poor but is improved when tl1e flank squads нsе echelon 
formations (See Figure І 1-1 О) 

TL TL ТL ТL TL ТL • • • • • • • • SL • • • • SL • • • • • • SL • 
OPL • 

PSGrJ • • • • • • • 8 Rто I\.1edic • F08 • 8 MGTeam • • WSL • :~,..fGTeam • • 

Left Fla:нk Squad Center Squad Right Fla:нk Squad 

Note: PL, PSG, and SL5 pos.ition themselv'es \Vhere they can best pro\>ide coпtrol. 

Figшe І 1-1 О. Platoon [jпе, Squads оп l .. i11e. 

Platoon Une, SlJUads in Column - Wheп two or пюrе squads аге moviпg, 
the platoon leader chooses one of them as the base squad. ТІ1е base squad's 
center tire team is its base fire team. WІ1еп the sчuad is not the base squad, 
its base tire tеаш is its tlank fire team nearest the base squad. The platoon 
line with sчuads іп colltl1111 foгmation is tiifticult to transitioп to оtІ1ег 

foгшations (F;їgше ІІ-І l ). 

TL PL TL PSG TL 
• о • о • • • • • • • • • • 
SL FO• 8 8 SL •меdіс SL 
8 WSL RTO 8 

!\-'Ю8Теаш • TL • TL TL • • • • • • • • • MGTeam • • • • • • • 

Left Fla:нk Squad Center Squad Rigllt Fla:нk Squad 

Figuгe 11-11. Platoon l..іпе, Sчuads in СоІшnп. 

326 



Chapteг 11 Patrolling 

Platoon Vee, Squads in Column - The platoon vee foпnatioп has two 
squads forward to provide immediate fire on contact or to flank t.l1e епешу. 
It also has опе squad centered trailing the t>vo torward squads. lt'the platoon 
is engaged from eitheг flank, two squads can pгovide fire, and at least one 
sqLІad is t'ree to шaneLІver. This foпnation is hard to control апd slows 
шoveшent .. The platoon leader designates one of the toпvard sqLІads as the 
base sqLІad (See Figшe І l-12). 

• 
TL 
• • • 
eSL 

еТL 

• • • 
PL 

FO о 
• 

• PSG 
\V'SL 

о 

• 

RTO • • 

ТL 

• • • 

еТL 

• • 

• • МGТеатп 

• 

Left Flank Squad 
ТL 

• • • 
Right Flank Sqнad 

• 
SL е МGТеатп 

• • • 
8 TL 

• • • 
ТпІі1 Sqнad 

l'їgure l l - 12. Platooп Vee, Sчшt(is іл Со!tшш . 

Platoon Wedge, Squads in Column - The platoon wedge foгшation allows 
the platoon leader to make contact with а sшall еlешепt and stiJ\ maneuver 
the remaiпing sqLІads. If the platoon is eпgaged from the flank, one sqLІad is 
free to maneuver. This forшatioп is hard to coпtrol, bLІt it allows faster 
movemeпt than the platoon vee, as well as rapid traпsition to the bounding 
over;vatch (See fїgнre І 1- І 3). 
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• 

TL • • • 
SL • 
8 TL 

• • 
f 

• 
Lead Squad 

PL± 
U RTO 

• • FO 

• 
PSG 

• 8 МGТеаш 
• WSL 

• • • 
МGТеаш 

8 Medic 

• • 

• 

TL 
• • 
8 SL 

еТL 

• • 

Left Flank Sqнad Right Flank Squad 

Fїguгe ІІ-І З. Platoon We<ige. SqLш<is іп CoiLJmп. 

Platoon РіІе- The platooп file formation is the easiest forшatioп to control. 
It allows rapid пюvеmепt in restricted teгrain and in limited visibility, and it 
enhances control and concealment. Cight forces нsе а fi]e pre(iominantly as 
its movemeпt foпnation duriпg times of limited visibility. Jt is, however, the 
least sесше formation and the lшrdest from \VI1ich to maпeuver. 

This fonnation may Ье set нр іп seveгal metho(is. One шethod is to have 
three-squad files follow one aпother LІsing one of the movemeпt techпiques. 
Another method is to have а single platoon fїle 'Nith а front security eleшent 
(роіпt) and flank security e\ements (See Figшc 11-14). 
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TL 
• • • 

8 SL 
• 

F08 о PL 

} 
RT08 8 \V'SL 

• • е МGТеаш 

• • • МGТеаш 

eTL 

• • • 
SL• 

0PSG 
Medic • 

8 TL 

• • • 
SL8 

• • • 
8ТL 

Point Secшity 
Теаш 

TL 
• • • • 

Flank Security Теаш 

f'iguгe 11-14. Platoon ~'іІе with Роіпt all(l Flaпk Secuгity. 

Movement Techпiques 

Se1cctiпg а movemeпt tесІшічuс is bascd оп the like1ihood of епеmу 
contact and tl1e relative nced for speed. Specifically, f'actors to consider 
include contІ-of, dispersion, speed, and security. Movcment techпiques are 
neither fixed поr агс they rigid infiexible tormatioпs. Iпsteacl, movcment 
techniчues are distiпguished Ьу а set of criteгia suc\1 as distaпce bet\veen 
iпdividua\s and betweeп teaшs or squads. Movemeпt tec\шiques vary 
depeпding on МЕТТ-ТС. 
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The patrol leader selects trom tl1e tl1гee пюvеmепt teclшiqнes (trave l iпg, 

traveling overwatch, апd Ьонпdіпg overwatcl1) based оп several battlefield 
factors: 
• ТІ1е likelihood ofeпemy contact. 
• ТІ1е type of contact expected. 
• ТІ1е availabi lity of an overwatch element. 
• Т11е terraiп over whicl1 the пюving elemeпt will pass. 
• The l1alance of speeti and secнrity гeqLІired dшіпg movemeпt. 

Traveling- Coпt i пuous movcmeпt cl1aгactcrizcs the tгaveliпg techпique Ьу 
аІІ elemeпts . Jt is best suited for situations in whic/1 enemy contact is 
unlikely апсІ speed is important. This teclшique calls for І О meters betweeп 
men, апd 20 rneters between squads (See Figure І 1-15). This techn ique 
allows tor: 
• 

• 
• 
• 

More control tl1aп tгaveliпg overwatch but less ttшп boLІпding 

OVCГ\Vatc\1. 

Minimum dispersion . 
Maximum speed . 
Minimum secшity . 

Traveling Overwatc/1 - Traveliпg overwatch is an exteпded form of 
traveliпg that provides additional secuгity wl1en speeti is tiesiгable but 
contact is possib/e. Dispeгsion betweeп the two elemeпts must Ье based оп 
tl1e tгаіІ elemeпt ' s ability to see tl1e lead element апd to provide immediate 
suppressive fiгes іп case the lead element is eпgaged . The іпtепt is to 
maintaiп tiepth, provide tlexibility, and maintaiп tl1e ability to maneLІver 

еvеп if coпtact occurs, altlюLІgh а LІnit shoLІid ideally make contact while 
moviпg іп boLІndiпg overwatch rather thaп trave l iпg overwatch. 

Traveliпg overwatch offers good coпtro l , dispersioп , speed, шкі secLІrity 
foнvaгd. The lead sqLІati must Ье far eпoLІgh aheati of the rest of the рІаtооп 
to detect ог eпgage апу епеmу before the епеmу obseгves or fires оп tl1e 
main L10dy. However, thc leati sqLІad mttst stay L1etween 50 and І ОО meters 
іп froпt of the platooп so tl1e рІаtооп сап Sttppoгt tl1em witl1 small aпns fires. 
This is normally l1et~veeп 50 to І ОО meters, depeпding on tеп·аіп, 

vcgetatioп, and ligl1t апlі wcatl1cr coпditioпs (See Figшe 11-15). 
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ЛSA\V 

о 

АП. • А203 • ASA\V 

АП . 

~ А203 

о 
AR AR 

~ 

S.l • 

20 мete~:r··-· . --~;~~;:····--·· 
• AG 

мо • :\-Ю • • 
B!OJ 

B1L 

о BSA\Y В203 

ІПС 

о BSA\V 

BR 
о о 

BR 
о о 

о о 

Гіgнrе І l-15 . ТгаvеІіпg (Left) and ТгаvеІіпg Oveгwatch (Kigl1t) . 

Bounding Overwatclt - Boundiпg overwatch is used \vhen contact is 
expected (r'iguгe І 1-16). lt is tl1e most secure, but slowest, movement 
tесІшіqне. The purpose of bouпding overwatch is to deploy prior to contact, 
giving the unit the ability to protect а bouпdiпg element Ьу imшediately 
sнppressiпg an епеmу force . The patгol leader can employ either of t.wo 
boнnding methods: alternate or sнccessive. 

Cea(ier tasks during SLІccessive boнnding method: 

АТС lшlts the patтol апd passes back the appгopriate l1and & апn signal 
for dangeг area. SC passes back the l1and & arm signal and moves foпvш·d 
to assess tl1e danger area апd dctennine thc best coursc of action to take . SC 
detcnnines wl1ich method (sнccessive or altematiпg) and designates 
overwatcl1 and boнnding elemeпts. For example, В team plus HQ ovcrwatch 
as А tcam bouпds . SC stays witl1 tt1c ovcrwatch team апd ernplaces guп 
team. sc desigпates wherc lcad team should bound and directs leacl те to 
make l1is initial Ьонпd. 
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Figttre 11 - 16. ВоuщІіпg Overwatcl1, Successive Method. 

(І, 3, 5) The boLшdiпg element avoids masking the fires of the overwatch 
elemeпt; it neveг bounds beyond tl1e range at wl1ich the overwatch element 
can eftectively sнppress І ikely or suspected епеmу positions. І n the 
successive met/ю(i , the SC апd gLІn team гemain attached to tl1e overwatch 
е Іешепt as they cover the bounding еІешепts progгess (2); taking the teгrain 
the bouпding eleшent has gained (4, 6). 

Boundшg 0YCt"\'fS.tr.h 
(Ait~rn~t1ng i\t[!thfнl) 

U~d ~\1JбІ lffitШY емt.к1 !J 

tX~Gttd. Hfft 11 ioЦU~d. І~ \1&111,.: ;іа• 

!:'J(J\U~fu,~ •"'i:fW~IC~! ltx::lt;":il(ll<' (І! 

t:Щ~і :u:. ьр~ <.!.tЩ,~І :1-~ ІЬ ~1 І!~)· 
..:u~m.o• &:і(».Іr ~ ,,ц,щ\. 

l' igure 11 - 17. Вонлdіпg Overwatcl1, A lterпatiпg Methocl. 
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Leader tasks dшіпg alteгnate bounding шethod: 

А TL halts tl1e раtгоІ and passes back the appгopriate hand & аrш sigпal 
for danger ш·еа. Sl- passes back the haпd & апn signal and шoves foгwarli 
to assess the lianger area anli determine tl1e best course of action to take. SC 
deteпniпes which methщi (successive ог altemating) anli tiesigпates 

overwatch anli boundiпg eleшents. F'or example, А tеаш plus HQ overwatch 
as В tеаш Ьошкіs. SC tiesignates wheгe leali tеаш slюLІlli bounli апlі liirects 
lead ТІ.~ to шаkе his initial bound. 

When teams bound, they avoili шasking the fires of· the overwatch 
eleшent; it never bouпds beyonli the range at which the overwatch eleшent 
can ef'fectively sнppress likely ог suspected еnешу positioпs . In the 
altcrnating (Ісар frog) шetlюd, HQ (SL and gнп team) will altcrnatc 
positions as they, ovcrwatch the bouпliing tеаш. Aftcr the lead team has 
bounli f'orward anli established overwatch ( J ), HQ шovcs to theiг position in 
order to providc oveгwatcl1 (2), covering the ncxt bounding t.eam as they 
move (3 ). This асtіоп is гcpeatcli, as tl1e tearns bound past (Іеар f'гog) eaclr 
other, allowing HQ to position itself witl1 the overwatchiпg team prior to 
their пюvешеnt forwaгd. 

Actioпs at Halts 

Tl1ere are planned and unplanneli halts \vhich are either short or long in 
dшation. fn а halt, the patrol leader gives the hanli and аrш sigпal, patrol 
members find nearest cover anli сопсеаІшепt, take а knee and face out wl1ile 
lealiers give hasty sectors of'fire (!О to 2 o'clock, interlocking 35 шеtегs онt 
with the man on their left апlі right). The patrol lealier crnplaces the 
mасhіпеgнп tearn. 

lп а shor't halt, which is noП11aJiy нscd up to two шiпutes, thc patrol , \Vith 
the ехсерtіоп of tl1e шachinegun tearn, remains on а knee. In а long l1alt, 
which is пorшally used for planнeli halts, such as: lпitial RP, Security Halt 
f'or the ORP, ORP, and РВ, tl1e whole patгol moves to tl1e prone positioп in 
а coпtrolleti шаппеr. As а general rule, halts are plaпned witl1 certaiп 

miпimurn tiistaпccs from either tl1e next plaпneli l1alt (ORP, РВ), or from ап 
objective area (ОВJ). 

F'or tactical reasons, halts are попnаІІу plaпneli 200-400 meters froш 
tіапgег ares dшіпg liaylight hoшs апlі half that distaпce ( J 00-200 meters) 
tiuring Іюшs at пight . The following diagrams grapl1icaJI.y represeпt sqLІa(i 
(Figurc J 1- J 8) апd рІаtооп lшlts (See Figнre J 1- J 9). 
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( ''\<'r ІІН<І ''<>ti~'t'ІІ!mo:~t 

Ofl ~\atнrJl!iнf,'> otdt'H 
Ot,;t о( Щ,ht. ~ош;<.І, 3.00 $:~tмfi wм l'irt mщ;t оГ 
ul>cte,Іt,·~ 
l\\rf!,t' <'SIOЩ>lt !О 0\(;((JjjЩt>.>..-iiU~ І ІНІ t'l\f:Н' р.'І!І,'і. 

,\j'\(ІІdS ..1 <'kkU~t' Jbr а ~\ІN~ р<:ш\t\ aJ'tШM 

Гіgше І 1- 18. St]Ш1ll llalt. 

--~-~----··--. 

РІ.. \\•іІІ ешше М240 

і~ щ·i~mte<l .а шініпшm ot' 
15 de!!r<:C> SD.Z in froпt 

ot' troop Ііне. 

РІаtооп Halt. 

Actions at Danget· Areas 

А danger area is any р1асе on а нnit's roнte >vhere the 1 еаdег determines 
his нnit may Ье exposed to enemy observatioп or fіге. Some examp1es of 
daпger ш·еаs are ореп агеаs, roads апd trai1s, шЬап terraiп, епеmу positions, 
and паtнrа1 and manmade obstac1es. Bypass tіапgег areas wheпever 

possib1e. The followiпg techniqнes wi11 Ье discнssed: 
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• Deliberate Linear Daпger Area Crossing. 
• Small Open Areas . 

Deliberate Linear Danger Area (LDA) Crossing 

Road/Trsil Cros.~iug 1 
Squad approacl1es а Ji:flear 
({апgет af(.~a (LDA) ""'t1kh 
caJls for а dcliberate 
cтossing tectшiqвe (Steps 
1 and2). 

Road or Тгаіl 

\ ... ~ 

Far-skte .R.P 

•• ••• .. . ••• 

Road./Tl·ail Crossing 2 
А Теаtн provides пe.at·

side se.curity апd early 
\Vашіпg (Step З). Note: 
oue tешп шember froш 

eacl1 side. faces ceнter 

ІОТ pass approptiate 
t1and & апн sigнals. 

~ 
ее . 

) \, ... ··-· f" ""·-- -'lt. j • ··. ..· ~ . 
~ ~ 

•······ .. :.. ~ ...... 
LcaderTasks •• • Distance offthe road Шld 

(!) ATL sees tl1e road or •.. 1 ATL 
trail, halts tbe patrol, and • •. • • • fІош ceпter is deteлнined Ьу • • sends back the .appropriate ~ &.• • ten·aiн and \іsіЬШtу. Тhе пear-
hand & а.tш signal for lineaJ: fitli9 v- side secшity teaшs nшst Ье 
dangei area (LDA). Leaders 8 ;vitЬin sig]1t of the SL ЮТ pass 
еоsще signaJ is relayed. (2) -+ signals. T!Je ATL aod g1·eoadiei 

SL шoves fon\·ard to • can 'с}юkе~ in to\vaJ:ds center u· 
coпfirrп tЬе L DA, and 
decides on hO\V Ьest to cross 
it. SL selects tbe. crossing 
poi11t that offers the best 
cover and concealшent. 

(З) ATL. direc.ts ilie 
grenadier aud ri:flemaп to 
establisb rigbt neai-side 
secнrity. АТL takes the 
анtошаtіс tifletnatl {SAV.-') 
апd estal11isbes 1eft near side 
secшity. ТЬе АП. апd 

Q:.renadiet· face center and 
Pass tl1e sigпal if a1l is сІеас 

• 
2 SL 

••• • 

пeede(t Ьнr tШlSt l)e аЬІе to get 
t})e ' u11 с1еіІІ' ' froш tlшir 

rilleшen pпlli11g left апd right 

side secшity . 
SL monitot·s progress and 

directs t:rail tearn ro ШО\'е 

for,vaпi to CIOSS LDA. 

ВТL (4) \Vaits tor sig.1al fmm 
SL tllat пем·-sіdе secш·ity is 
estab1islн~d ar1d beg.ins to move 

]1is tearn fot\.Yard а1зd pп~pares 

to cross LDA. 

Fi~,;uгe 11-20. Deliberate !.іnеаг Dangeг Агеа (I..DA) Cmssiпg І. 
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Road!Irail Crossing 3 
BTL gets his tеаш on line 
апd cюsses LDA (Steps 3). 

Leade1·Tзsks 

BTL (5) moves forwш·ct ш1d 
positioнs l1is flre tеаш ou 
line пеаr edge ot' t!Je юаd, 
taking adІ•aпtage of 
available concealment. After 
!'eceiviJJg the ' all cle.11'' 
sigнal frorn the 11 ear-side 
security tешпs, БТL leads 
l1is tеаш гapidJy acюss I.DA 
оп Jіне ІVith left & 1ight 
tешл шembers providiпg 

ilaнk security looking dO\І·1J 

the LDA Іvhile cюssing. 

C11apter 11 Patro11ing 

• 

Fa1·-side RP 

••• • • • • ••• 

6 

~ .... 
BTL 

7 SL 

••• 

RoadГfrail CІ·ossiнg 4 
В Team cleш·s faJ-sic!e 
deep eпough to 
accoшrnodate енtіте 

squad (Step 4). HQ 
mo1•es lor\І'aJd апd 

pt'epaгes to c!'oss. 

. ./ 

ВТL (6) leads his tеаш 

сlеш·іпg th е far side deep 
erюugh to proYide adeqнate 
coпcealrneнt for the eutire 
patrol ЮТ avoid оЬsеІУаtіон 
fюш anyшJe traІ•eliІJg dоІУП 

the LDA. SL (7) monitшs 
prog!'ess, maintaitІS t·ear 
secшity, апd begitJs to пюУе 
t!1e HQ еlешепt fon1·ard апd 
prepa1es to cгoss LDA. 

Figш-e 11 -2 1. Oeliberate І..і пеа 1· Oangeг Агеи (!ЛА) Cгossing 2. 
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Road/Trail Crossing 4 
BTL estab!ishes с!юkе point 
on far-side (Steps 4). HQ 
шоУеs fof\\'aн! to cross 
LDA. 

Chapteг 11 Patrolliпg 

8 
BTL 

Leade1· Tasks 

Road!Тrail Crosslng 5 
В Теаш с!еап; tar-side 
deep enough to 
ассошшоdаtе eutire 
squad (Step 5). HQ 
rrю\'es foпvat'd and 
pt·epмes to cross. 

BTL (8) aftet· cleariпg fю· side, puts hi~ tеаш ін '"edge, signals fat' side 'сlею·' , апd 

establishes а choke роіпt. for acco<шtabiJity of епtіп: patro! ouce cюssiug is coшplete. 
SL (9) positioпs HQ еlешепt. ou Ііпе апd \\'ithiп sight of the юаd, takiпg ad\'aпtage of 
available сопсеаlшеоt. Aft.er receiviпg tl1e 'all clear' signal, шoves foгward, conducts 
c!teck of tlte LDA ю:к! r·ecei\'es 'с!ещ·' froш fat' side security. Опсе satisfied, l!e directs lris 
elemen1 to rupidly cross the LDA. SL (10) quickly crosses the LDA оп Jіпе \vitlr left & 
rigl!t еІешепt шeщt1ers pro\idiпg fiaпk secшity lookiпg do'vп tlre LDA 'vhile crossiJJg. 
Т!1е HQ еІешепt шoves for'lvard оп lіпе апd deep erюпgh to a\'Oid oЬserYatioп tі'Ош 
апуоnе tr·ayeJiпg он t!1e LDA, Ьнt \\іІ1 поt pass thru the filг side secнrity Іеаш tmtil afteг 
the пеаt· side secшity teaJПs ltave Ьееп accouпted for Ьу the BTL. 

l'iguгe ll-22. Del ibeгate Liлear Daлger Area (I"DA) Cгossiпg 3. 

337 



RoaІifrrail Ct·ossing 6 
Neш-side SEC crosses I-DA 
as buddy teaшs апd ШО\'е to 
choke pomt (Steps 6). 

13 

Chapter 11 Patrol1ing 

• І 
І 
І 

" BTL 

SL • • • • 

Leadet· Tasks 

13 

Road!Тrail Crossing 7 
А Теаш follo\<·ed Ьу HQ 
moves thюttgh the BTL's 
choke poi.nt (Step 7). ВТL 
gets accoшJtability and 
squad 1·ettU1JS to 
appropriate nюvemeнt 

ATL (1!) afteг obserYiпg the HQ elemeнt crossiпg, sigпals his tеаш to cгoss tl1e LDA 
"'ith eac]J еlешенt p1·oviding theiг ovm local secшity dшіпg t11ei1· crossing (12) and move 
Ш buddy teaшs to1vards tlJe BTL's chokepoi.nt (13). ATL links up \І'Їth 1·ight side security 
е!ешенt and passes tl1rn the BTL's с!юkероіпt "'ith !tis енtіге tеаш апd flo\vs into 
desigпated nюvemeпt foгmatioп. SL passes thш the BTL's chokepoi.nt artd flo\vs іпtо 
desigпatecl moveшeпt formatioп. BTL gets accotшtability of his fire tеаш, passes up 
'!teadcouпt good' апd flo1-vs іпtо desigпated шoveшent fom1ation. SJ.. receЇ\•es 

'!Jeadcotшtgoocl ' fюшВТL, coнtiJшes missioп. 

J"'iguгe 1 1-23. Ое І іЬегаtе Linear Оапgег АІ·еа (L[)A) Cгossiпg 4. 
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Chapteг 11 Patrolling 

Small Open Oanger Areas 

When encountering а small open danger area, the patrolleader bypasses it 
Ьу eitl1er the detour bypass or contour method . When нsing the bypass 
шеtІюd, the расетаn suspends the cшrent расе and initiates an interim расе 
count. Altemate pace/compass mал otfsets compass 90 degrees let't or riglн 

as Liesignateti anLi navigates in that directioп until clear of daпger area (See 
r~·igшe І І -24). 

Faнide ral!y point (FSR.P) 
"111 normn!ly Ье approxinшtel y 
3 0() meters on !!Zimuth past the Lead ТL nшst Ье far enough 

~·~~~ .. =~~ .. ~=: ..................................... J !,, a1vay ftom open area so as to 
ensure tlle patroJ <:an maintairJ 

....... ............ ~.~. :.:~~~ spa<:ing. 
; (Phts or mirшs 90 degrees) 

Sшall Open Area 

................ 
··· .•. 

( \ 
': 

' ·~ 
\ 
~~ 

·' ... · 

( 
:' 

.. / ......... 

. /· 
· / Contoш· 

J==~:;;~:·~:::::::d ..................... 1 ........................... ·· Metbod 

;.,;.. - ·, \ Ne.ar-side rally poil1t (NSR.P) 
\NSRP 1 І\іІІ noana!ly Ье tl1e Jast actr•e 
' .... ..,.; enroute ral!y point (ERRP). 

Figuгe 11-24. Actioпs at Small Ореп Daпger АІ·еаs. 

After moviпg set distance as designated. the lead element assшnes 
original aziпюth, апd pгimary расе man resumes original расе . After the 
ореп area, the altei'Пate pace/compass mап offsets his compass 90 degrees 
left or right, аші leads the squad/platoon the same distaпce back to t/1e 
original azimuth. 
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Chapter 11 Patrolling 

Battle Drills 

"Fi1·e tvilhoul mo1Іement is indecisive. Exposed movemenl tvithouljire is ciisastrous. 
There mus/ !Je e.f/ective .fire combined 1vi!IІskilljul movement. " - lпfantгy in Battle 

А battle drill is а collective action rapidly execнted without а deliberate 
decision making pгocess. Battle dгills provide automatic responses to 
contact situatioпs wl1ere immediate, ofteп violent execution is critical, both 
to initial survival and to u ltiшate success in combat. Ratl1er thaп being а 
substitute tог caret'ully plaпned COAs, drills buy time for the unit іп contact, 
апd frame the development of the situatioп. When епешу contact occurs, tl1e 
platoon or squad deploys immediately, executing tl1e appropriate battle drills 
under the directioп of the leader. The following battle drills are covered in 
this section: 
• React to Contact. 
• Squad Attack. 
• Кnock Out а Bunkeг. 

React. to Near Ambusl1. 
Break Coпtact. 

• (For Enter and Clear а Room see Chapter 14). 

Fundamentals ojTacticaf Movenzent- The tollowiпg are the basic 
fнпdameпtals соттоn to all tactical moveшent: 
• Make enemy coпtact with smallest elemenl possible. 
• Rapidly tievelop combat power upon enemy contact. 
• Provide all аrошкі secшity for tl1e unit. 
• Sнpport l1igher Lmit's сопсерt. 
• Report аІІ inforшation rapidly and ассшаtеІу and strive to gаіп апd 

maintaiп coпtact with tl1e епешу. 
• Reqнires decentralized execнtion. 
• PL selects the appropriate movemcпt Гoпnation based оп likelilюod оГ 

епету contact. 
• Маіпtаіпs contact, once contact is шаdе, uпtil ordered to do othcrwise. 8 

н l:or m01·e on maneuver, see chapter б . 
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Chapteг 11 Patrolling 

SL 

• •• • 
BTL 

о о 
о 

React to Coнtact 

і 

' 

\ 

о 

React to Contact: 
Squad is ШO\'ing ін 

coluшn нsing traveliпg 

overwatcb and сошеs 
нndet· fire, а.нd t·eacts to 

contact. 

The squad reacts to contact, 
the tеаш in contact can..'1.ot 

figbt tht-ough. Теаш in coпtact 
gives З Ds: dіп~сtіоп. 

distaлce~ and descriptioп 
(12 o'clock, 100 щ 2 шен). 

Figure 11-25. React to Coпtact. 

А/1 -- hit the рrопе, returп fire (it' possible), take пearest covered апd concealed 
positioп. 

Team /eatler in contact - directs his tеаш іпtо covered апd сопсеаІеd positioпs froш 
whicl1 they сап return \Vell aimed tїre. Gives З Ds: direction, distance, dcscription 
(І). 

Squatlleшler- maintaiпs positive coпtrol ot' l1is squad, coшpletes the assessment оГ 
thc З Ds, and dcteпnines if ilis sqLІad сал; (а) achieve firc supct·iority, алd (Ь) 

IllШlCLІVcr 011 tilc encmy' s positioп. lf the aпswer is 'yes' to bot.h questioпs , tІ1сп tl1e 
sqнad coпdнcts attack. lf 'по,' tl1e sqнad bгeaks coпtact (2). 

Тетп /eader uot iu co11tact - directs his tеаш іпtо covered and сопсеаІеd posit i oпs 

апd observc tl1e tlaпks апd thc rcar of patrol (З). 
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Squad Attack 

\ І 
\ І 
\ І 
\ ' 
\ І 

\ 1 
\ І 

\ ' \ 1 
\ 1 
\ І 
\ \ 

\~ 2 
15°\. 

- .. • SJ_, 

3 BTL 
о 

о 
о 

о 

\·'іgше І 1-26. Sчuall Attack І. 

Sq11ad At1ack 1: 
Теаш іп сопіасt 

deploys оп line, сашюt 
fight thюнgl1 епещу 

force, gives 3Ds, and 
suppr-esses enerny. 

( 

Team /eader іІІ contact - directs h is team іпtо covercd апd coпcealed positioпs from 
whicl1 they сап rctLІПl VІ'ell aimed firc. Givcs роіпt/агса fігс commaпds, cmploys 
orgaпic ІNеароп systems (М203/249), апd rпаіпtаіпs coпtrol (І) . 

Squad leatler - maiпtaiпs positive coпtrol of his squad, апd assesses tеtтаіп to 
dсtеппіпе how best to maпeuver опtо t/1c спсту positioп (froпtal attack ог 

eпvelopmcпt, etc). SL gives tl1e bгevity code whicl1 is echoed. SL employs l1is key 
1vcapoпs (М240) to suppress спсту positioп and passcs coпtrol to tl1e TL іп contact 
(2). 

Team leatler not іІІ соІІtасt ..... diгects his team іпtо covcrcd and coпcealcd positioпs 
апd observe tl1e flaпks and tl1e rear of patrol (3 ). 
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Chapteг 11 Patrolliпg 

Squad Attack 

() 

І 
І 
, І , 

;' 
,." 

...... _"F-... --------v' 
5 вп. 

о 
о 

о 
о 

Squad Attack 2: 
Теаш in contact 
coнtiнues to sпppiess 

rhe е:нешу foice ~>•hil е 

the SL а:нd tl1e ekшent 
ін coнtact 

to 

І'їgше 11-27. Squad Attack 2. 

Team /emler іи contact - assLІmes contгo1 of thc М240 , and clirects the base of fire 
e1ernent as а whole, controlliпg rates of fire апd maiпtaiпs sttppressive fire оп the 
eпcrny ( 4 ). 

Team learler not іп contact -·· LІpon hearing t11e bгevity code, directs his tcam to drop 
rucksacks and preparcs his team fог maпeuver (5). 

Squad ІешІеr - leads the team rюt in contact along а covercd апd сопсеаІсd routc 
апd coпducts а bold flaпkiпg maneuver ЮТ gain positioпa1 advaпtagc (б) . 
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Chapter 11 Patгolling 

Squad Лttack 

; 

' \ 

Figшe І 1-2~- SqtІad Attack 3. 

• 
Squad Attack 3: 
Теаш ін contact 

coniinut:s to St!ppiess 
еnешу ,~-JJi!e assault ~ 

eleшent шaneuveгs оп 

епешу foice. 

Squшlleader - maiпtains contгol oftl1e maпellver element as \Vell as conшшnication 
with thc Sllpport еІстспt. SL шancuvcгs tl1c flaпkiпg clemcnt. іпtо а posit.ioп ЮТ 
assalllt tl1rougl1 thc enemy. Іп огdег to preveлt fratricide, SL will coпtr·ol the 
mancllvcг сІсшспt and give thc commaпd ot· ' 'shift ti rc" to thc support ТІ.~. SL .. halt.s 
the adІ'ance нпtіІ he receives соnЛпnаtіоп (7). 

Assault team lemler ···· will contгol l1is tсаш апd bгing thcш on Ііпе. Assault team 
will шоvе at а carefнl hшту closiпg ІNith tl1e enemy forcc (8). 

Base oj'jire team leader - І\' іІІ nюnitor the progгess of the assatrlt and positioп 
hiшself' to bcst contгol thc base ot' fit·c elcmcnt (to iпclude thc М240). Basc ot' fire 
TL willlJe prepared to "sl1ift fire" апd comшunicate coпfiпnation ofsl1ift fire to SL 
(9). 
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Chapteг 11 Patrolling 

Squad Attack 

Figuгe І 1-29. Squad Attack 4. 

:.) 

() 

•••• ~-= 

Squad Attack 4: 
SBF posit.ioп shift.s and 
ceases fire, \vhile the 

maneuver eleшent 
assaults through the 

епеmу force. 

Squщ//ea(/er- in ot·deг to prevent fi·atгicide, contгols mancuver clement апd gives 
coшmand, "ccase fire" to tl1e base of fire TL. Не is prepared to halt the advance if 
he doesп't гесеіvе confirmatioп (І 0). 

As~·ault Іеат /ещ/еr - controls his team апd bounds the tеаш if' recciving ctTectivc 
Лге(ІІ) 

Ва.1·е of fire Іеат /em/er - nюnitors the progress of tl1e assault еlешепt and eпsurcs 
tl1e eлtire base of fire elemeпt, to include tl1e М240, ceases fire as well as 
commuпicates coпfiгmation to the S1". T l., eпsuгes tl1e М240 is orieпted іп а positioп 
that шitigates fratricide in the event ofa cook off. TL then repositions l1iшselfto best 
contt·ol tl1e team, monitor flaпk and геаr secшity апd ргерш·еs his team to move/tie
iп with the assaнlt element апd establisl1 his team's LOA (12). 
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Squad Attack 

~< . 

••• ••• 
16 

Гіgше ll-30. Squad Attack 5. 

Squad Attack 5: 
!•Лanel!veг eleшent 

assaнlts throt~g!J t.he 
еnешу tixce and 

estab1is1Jes an LOA. 

Assault Іеат leшler - contгols l1is team: оп Ііпе апd іп their Іапеs as the team 
assaults through thc encmy f'orcc апd cnsurcs аІІ cncmy pcrsoпncl havc becn 
пeLІtraliz.cd with tl1cir weapoпs swcpt away. TL. lшlts tl1c team at а limit of advance 
(ІЛА) approximatcly 35 meters rrom eпgaged спеmу positioп. ·т1, provides АСЕ 
1·eport to tl1e S L ( 13 ). 

Sqшu/ lemler - nюnitors the progrcss of t.l1c assault and makcs corrcctioпs as 
пeccssary ( 14 ). 

Base ojjire team leader - оп ordcr, assaults l1is team through tl1e епеmу force, 
duplicating the actioпs of the assalllt ·гL ( 15). 

Mac/Іinegun team - picks LІр and f(JIIows at а safe distance behind tl1e base of fігс 
element, making tl1eir way to tl1e арех of the squad foпnation and is emplaced Ьу tl1e 
SL (І б). 
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Squad Attack 

• 

о 

о~ 

вп. 

Cbokepoint 

f 

Squad Attack 6: 
Squad condнcts post 

assaнlt procedшes and 
\Vithdt'i'\\Yals. 

l'igure 11-31. Sqнad Attack 6. 

SlJUlUileш/er- гeccives coпso l idated АСЕ rcports fгош the П.s апd AG , calls EPW 
& search teams to his Іосаtіоп апd gives task апd time Jim it. SL eпsнres епету 
рсrsоплсІ агс сІеагсd апd sеагсІІеd, prcpares cxplosive charge to dcstroy captuгcd 
eqнipmeпt (or battleficld recovers еqніршепt). 

АТІ. - coпtrols EPW & search teams апd cпsurcs thcy пюvс quickly ЮТ 
systematically clear OL!t апd searcl1 back all епешу регsоnпеІ , gatheriпg аІІ 

ечuіртспt апd PIR, briпgiпg it back to the SL ' s positioп withiп thc tіше staпdard. 

BTL - оп ordcr, positioпs hiшsclf to foпn а сІюkс point іп ordcr to gct 
accouпtability of аІІ squad meшbers leaving the ol)jective. 

Sчuad /ealler- gives withdrawal sequeпce beginпing \vith В team, followed Ьу gнп, 
with А tеаш in trail. ATL accoшpanies SL off objective. 
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Кпосk Out Buпker 

SI . 

• •• • 
4 ІІП. 

Q о 
о 

I' igure 11-32. Кпосk Онt Внпkеr І. 

о 

Ideally the team is able to clestroy tl1e bнnker with standotf weapons and 
НЕ mLІnitioпs. Ho,vever, \Nhen reqLІ i red, the fire team can assaLІit the bLІnker 
with small am1s апd greпades. 

All - React to Contact Battle Drill (І) . 

Теат leader in contact - directs his t.eam іпtо covered апd concealed 
positions from •Nhic11 they can гeturn well aimec.i fire. Gives point/aгea fire 
cotшnands, employs огgапіс wеароп systems (М203і249) to Liestгoy or 
suppress епеmу crew-seгveti weapons, and maiпtains control (2). 

Squшl leшler - if the team in contact has achieved fire SLІperioгity, SC 
assesses terгain to deteгmine how best to maneuver onto at least опе епеmу 
buпker (3). 
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Team leacler not in contact ······ directs l1is team into covered апd сопсеаІеd 
positioпs апd observe tl1e tlaпks апd tl1e rear ofpatrol (4). 

Squad leader- SL gives the brevity code which is echoed. SL eшploys l1is 
key weapons (М240) to suppress епету buпker апd passes coпtml to tl1e TL 
in coпtact (5). SI, leads the team поt іп coпtact along а covered and 
concealed route to the bunker's ЬІіпd side, remaiпing alert for additioпal 
bunkers (6, 7) . 

Assault team ritlemen and grenadier bound to ЬІіпd side of bunker. Оп tl1e 
SI,'s signal, the sqнad shifts fire. One шаn takes up а covered position пеаr 
tl1e buпker's exit while the otheг шап cook's off (two seconds) а grenade, 
shoots "frag out!" and throws it into оне of the bнпker ' s openings. After the 
greпade detonates, the two men enter апd clear the buпker (8) . 

6 
SL 

• 
\нп, 

о 

о о 
о 

І'їgнrе 11-33. Кпосk Онt Вlшkег 2. 
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React to Near АшЬнsh 

lf the раtгоІ enters а kill zone (KZ) and the enemy initiates ап ambusl1 
that is within 35 meters, the patrol take sthe following actioпs: 
• Soldiers іп the KZ immediately returп tire, take up covered positioпs, 

and thro\V grenades (fragmentatioп, concussioп, smoke). 
• lmme(iiately atte1· greпades detonate, soldiers in tl1e KZ assault thгougl1 

tl1e ambнsh нsing Лrе шкі maпeuver. 

• Those поt іп the KZ, estabJish а support-by-Лre positioп, sнppress the 
епеmу positioп(s), ап(і shiЛ: fїres as those іп tl1e KZ assaнlt througl1 
(See Figure 11-34). 

• 
• 8 лrL8 

BIL 
о о 

о 

о 

LOA 

. .. " 
··р ~::;.У-~- .._• . .: 

_,.,11 ---
І·їgше 11-34. l~eact ro Nеаг Ambttsl1. 

LOA 

• • • • • 

For а far ambнsh ( > 35 meters), patгol condнcts either а squad/platooп 

attack (patrol can acl1ieve tlre superiority and сап maneнver) or break 
contact (patтol canпot achieve tlre sнperiority апd саппоt maпeuver). 
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Break Coнtact 

А break coпtact battle drill is used \Vhen а раtгоІ саппоt gаіп fіге superiority 
оvсг tl1c cncmy. 

B•·eak Contsct 1: 
Тсаш ін coІJiact 

deploys onliнe. carшot 

fig]Іt throнgh епешу 

!(же, gives ЗDs, анd 

suppresses енешу. 

/ 
І 

•• + .. : ~ 

Гіgше І 1-35. Вгеаk Coпtact І. 

Sgd Ldr- (l) maintaiлs positive coпtrol of l1is sqнad , completes assessmeпt of the 
ЗDs , апd dctcrmiпes if his squad сап achieve fire superiority апd тапенvег оп 
eпemy's position . (2) Determiпes tеаш in contact caпnot achieve fіге supe1·ioгity апd 
assesses teгrain to determine 110\ІV best to maneнveг out of the area, gives brevity 
code for Ьгеаk coпtact 'Nhich is echoed Ьу аІІ. (З) Leads ог directs tl1e team not іп 
contact and his most casualty pгodвcing wcapon (М240) to а positioп that. will 
provide а SBF. positioп ІСУГ аІІоІІV the team іп coпtact to withdraw нnder fіге . 

Тт Ldrs- (І) react to coпtact. 
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ВІ'еаk Contact 2: 

Теаш in coпtact 
сопtіш1еs to Sllppr-ess 
епешу Yv'hile SL апd 
team not іп coпtact 

Chapter 11 Patrolling 

Break Contact 

•• шaneuveг !ОТ • 

establish SBF position ,., />:,.·· 

to enable а \Vitl1dra\val. ' ' 

/~ І . 

// 
~, ' -

r-------~ 
І'їgше 11 -36. Break Contact 2 . 

) 
/' 

І ~· 

/( 
{ 

Tm Ldr іп coпtact- (2) maintains contгol ot· his tcam and dcploys snюkc g1·enadcs. 
(3) On order, bounds back to next position J(JГ establish а пеw sг·в positioп to 
sнpport tl1e withdгawal of'thc otl1eг elcment pгoviding tІн:: cuггcnt SBF position . 

Sgd Ldr- (4) controls tl1e witiІdrawal with simple commaпds to boнnd back 
(succcssivc or altcгпatiпg bouпcls) while coпtrolliпg fiгes. Calls f'or іпdігесt fire 
(ІDГ') wl1en possible. 
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Break Contact 3: 
Once maneщrer 

еlешепt sпppiesses 

е11ешу, team in coнtact 
botmds back out анd 

establisl1es SBF. 

Chapteг І І Patrolling 

Break Coпtact 

("~· ... І~ ·' : 
/ .•············ ·· . •" · . 

/ ./ .·• ~ .. ;··· •.. 
,,2 

І • 
ооо 

о О ВТL 

І 

" ••• SL 

~~ 
Figшe 11-37. Break Coпtact 3. 

Tm Ldrs- coпtrol tl1eir team ' s rate of fire Ьу iпcreasiпg it while the other team is 
bouпdiпg back, апd coпtrolпюvement Ьу Ьонпdілg back either Ьу teams or Ьу twos. 
Тт Ldrs mаіпtаіп accoнntability of persoпncl and distribute ammunitioп апd re -man 
weapoпs as пeeded . 

Sgd Ldr- directs Tm Ldrs wl1e11 to boнnd back \Vith tl1eir teams once coпditioпs are 
sct to inclнde proper рІассшепt of thc М240. Tcams will makc altcrпatiпg bouпds to 
the rеаг unti l the eпtire squad is Ьеуопd effective епеmу small aгms raпge. SL 
implcmcпts iлdirect fires wl1eп REDS are satc. 
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Coнntertracking 

"1/t!Je enemy pzлsue уош· !'СШ. take а сіІ·сІе ІіІ/ you come 10 )'ОUІ' оит /J·acks, and 
therejol'm an amhus!Jto receiv·e them. and give tl?emtheflІ'Si(iІ ·e." 

- J~ogc1·s' 28 Rulcs of Raпgiпg #21 

Knowledge of coнntertracking enables а patrol to sшvive Ьу remaining 
Ltndetected. А lthough the following discussion on coнntertracking 

techniques is f'ocнseti more towarti evasion, the techniques are аррІісаЬІе for 
а patrol of апу size. lf tl1e person trackiпg the patrol is поt ап ехрегіепсеd 
tracker, some of the following deceptioп techniчues may throw him off. 

l.eaving f'ootpІ·ints - Soldiers walk backwaгd over soft groнnci to leave 
reasonably clear footpгints. ТІ1еу try поt to leave every footpriпt clear and 
do not. leave ап impгession of mоге t/1ап І /4 incl1 deep. Soldieгs continнe 
this deception u11til they агс 011 haгd groнnd. ТІ1еу select the groнnd 

carefully to ensure tl1at tl1ey l1ave at least 20 to 30 meters of' this deception. 
This tectшique shoнld always Ье used wl1e11 exiti11g а river or stream a11d са11 
Ье used і11 co11junctioп \vit/1 а! І other tесІшіЧLІеs as well . 

Висkн,шсІ Wafkin<'{ ·· ·· Опе of tl1e basic techl1itJLІes used is that оГ walki11g 
backward in tracks already made, and tl1en steppi11g off tr1e trail 011to terraiп 
or objects that leave little sign. Skillt'нl LJSe of' this maneuver caнses the 
tracker to look in the wгong directioп once he l1as lost tl1e trail. 1 

Lшge Tree -- А good cleception tactic is to cha11ge directions at large tr·ees. 
То do this, пюvе in апу given direction past а large tree ( 12 inches vvide ог 
largeг) from 5 to І О paces, then carefully walk back\'Vards to the torward 
sicle ot' tl1e tree and makes а 90-degree change in the direction of travel, 
passi11g the tгее 011 its toгward side. Tl1is techпiqнe нses tl1e tree as а screen 
to l1ide the new trai І t'rom the puгsнi11g tracker. 2 

Cut rhe Соmег- ТІ1іs techniчue is нsed wІ1еп approach iпg а kпоwп road or 
trail. АЬонt 100 meters from the road, clшnge direction of пюvеmепt, either 
45 degrees left or right. Опсе the road is reached, leave а visible trail іп the 
same direction of the deceptioп for а short distance оп the roaci. The tracker 
shoнld believe уон ''снt the corner" to save time. Next, backtrack оп the tгаіІ 
to tl1e poi11t vvhere you e11tered tl1e юасі, and tl1en сагеt'нІІу move 011 the 
гоаd withoнt leavi11g а good trail. О11се the tiesirect dista11ce is achievett, 
change diгectioпs апd co11tinнe пюvement. 

1 ГМ 23-10 SniperTra i niпg. 8-12. 
2 lbid. 8-13. 
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Cгossing а StІ"eшn - Approach а stгеаш at ап aпgle in the same maпner as а 
гоаd. Move downstrearn for about ЗО meters, backtrack, and move off into 
the intended direction. То delay the trackers, set up false tracks leaving 
footprints as described above. Additional tactics iпclude: 

• Stay in the streaш for І ОО to 200 rneters. 
• Кеер in the center ofthe streaш and in (іеер water. 
• Watch (nеаг the baпks) for rocks or roots tlшt ш·е not coveгed witl1 

шoss or vegetation, апd leave the streaш at tl1is роіпt . 

• Walk out backward on soft groLІnd. 
• Walk LІР sшаІІ, vegetation-covered tribLІtaries and герІасе tl1e 

vegetation, in its пatuгal positioп. 
Walk do\vnstreaш LІntil coшing to the шаіn rivcr, апd then depart on а 
log or pre-positioned boat. 

Techniques Used to Confitse Dogs - Епсшу tracking teaшs шау use dogs. 
The ГосLІs оГ аІІ уоuг efTort шust Ье оп defeating or delaying tl1e lшndler(s) 
rather tІ1ап the dog(s). The goal is to break the trLІst апd confidence the 
haпdler Ішs іп the intorшation Ьеіпg provided Ьу the trackiпg dog. Dogs 
track scent fгош either а disturbed trail or ап actLІal iпdividual. The scent 
travels with the directioп of the wiпd forciпg the l1aпdler dowпwiпd froш 
your actнal гoute. УоLІ шау conГLІse or delay dogs Ьу scatteriпg black or red 
pepper or, if authorizcd, а riot coпtrol agent (sucl1 as CS po,vdcr) along the 
ГОLІtС . 

Fisl1hook ТесІтіцие - Wheп уон are unable to lose traiпed, persistent 
епешу trackers, the best СОА is to outruп or oнtdistance the trackers or 
doнble back апd aшbush theш. The tishhook techпiqLІe iпvolves а clouble 
back оп your оwп trail endiпg up іп ап overwatch positioп. You шау theп 
observe the back tгаіІ for trackers or aшbush pнrsuers. Ifthe pшsнing force 
is too large to Ье destroyed, strive to еІішіпаtе the tracker. 

ConciLІsion 

The purpose of а patrol is to act as both the eyes and ears of а larger tшit. 
Patrols actively seaгch for the епешу. Froш inforшation gained, а 

coшmander Іеашs that an enemy is \vitl1drawing, or advancing, constructing 
а (iefensive position, or that an attack is eшinent. Further, patrols пorшally 
seek to avoid becoming decisively engaged \Vith еnешу forces. EfГective 
ешрІоушеnt of patrols gain vital infoгmation гegarding епешу intentions 
and are decisive to tactical success. 
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"Ay,itale Іhе enemy and asceгlain the pallem of his mm:emenl. Deteгmine his 
dispusilions аті so asceгluin tl1ejield (J{battle. РгоЬе him amllean1 >І'hеге his 

sfІ·en,gtiІ is ahundanl and И'ІJеІ·е dej7cie111. " -·· Stm Tzu 

Recoпnaissaпce is any шission undertakeп to get inforшation about the 
activities апd resouгces ot' епету forces or the physical characteгistics of а 
particular area, usiпg visual observat.ioп or other шethods. Recoпs are also 
used to secure data on tl1e шeteorological, hydrograpl1ic, or geograpl1ic 
characteristics of а paгticular агеа, шкі also incluties target acquisition, area 
assessmeпt, апtі post-strike reconnaissaпce (BDA). 

This chapteг will discLІss гeconпaissance patrols and will cover tl1e 
followiпg: 

І. The Three Types oJ' H.econnaissance. 
2. The Fuпdaшentals оГ Recoппaissance. 
З. Orgaпization ofa Rесоп Patrol. 
4. ЕхесLІtіоп oJ' а Несоп РаtгоІ. 
5. Rесоп ProdLІcts. 

As previoLІsly stated, as а Іеаdег, уош respoпsibility is to сопfїпn what 
уоLІ kпow, and learn what уоLІ do поt already kпow. ТІ1е pLІrpose о1· а 

recorшaissaпce patrol is to collect іпfоrшаtіоп in order to conf'irm or 
disprove tl1e ассшасу of іnГогтаtіоп previoLІsly gaiпed. The іпtепt Гог this 
type оГ patrol is to rnove stealtl1ily, avoid eпerny coпtact, and accornplish its 
tactical task without engaging in close combat. Tl1ere are tl1ree types of 
reconnaissaпce: roule, ::one, and агеа. 1 

Route Reconnaissance - А roLІte reconnaissance is а focLІsed collection 
etТort to get detailed inforrnation оп а specific route as wel l as оп all terraiп 
\Vhere the enemy could inflнence moverneпt along that rOLІte (See f<'igшe 12-
1 ). RoLІte reconпaissance rnigl1t l1e oriented оп а specific area оГ шovemeпt, 

st.Іch as а road ог trail, or оп а more general area, І ike an axis оГ advaпce. 

Critical tasks оГ а гoLr te гесоп rnay inclнde: 

1 Regard ing torms of І·econnaissaпce, tl1ere are four: ,·oute. :::one, area and І·econnaissance in 
.force. А reconnaissance in Гоrсс is а гecoпnaissance squadгoп-level missioп . The investigatiпg 
platoon coІJdLІcts агеа, zопе, апd гoute 1·econпaissance іп suppoгt of· the uпit coпdLІctiпg tl1e 
missioп (See FM 3-20.96 f(Jг mоге inf'ormation). 

356 



CJ1apter 12 Recoпnaissance Patro]s 

• The available space іп which а force сап maпeuver without Ьеіпg 
forced to buпch up due to obstacJes (reported іп meters). 

• The size of trees and the deпsity of forests are reported dl!e to the effect 
оп vehic]e movemeпt. 

Figuгe 12-1 . Examp1e Route Recoпnaissance Оvег І ау (АТР 3-21.98). 

The Jocatioп апd types of aJI obstacles and the Іосаtіоп of any avaiJable 
bypass. Obstacles сап consist of miпefields, baпiers, steep ravines, 
marsl1y areas, or NBC contamination. 

• The enemy forces tl1at can influence movement aloпg tl1e route. 
• The observatioп and fiellis of fire аІопg tl1e route апсі adjacent tепаіп. 
• The locatioпs along the roнte that provide good cover and concealment. 
• The trafficability for the type of forces using tl1e route. 
• The briliges Ьу constructioп type, ciimensioпs, апсі classification. 
• ТІ1е laпding zoпes ашІ pickup zoпes. 

Гшther iпformatioп оп route reconnaissaпce is l)eyond the scope of this 
lюok (See АТР 3-21.98, Cl1apter 3). 

Zone Reconnaissance - А zone reconпaissaпce is а focнsed соІІесtіоп 

et1ort to get detaiJed information about аІІ routes, terrain, enemy forces, and 
obstacles, іпсІнdіпg areas of chemica] and radioJogical сопtатіпаtіоп, 

witl1in specified boнndaries. А сотрану normaJiy coпducts а zопе 
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recoпnaissaпce when the enetny situatioп is vague, or when tl1e сотралу 
пeeds iпformatioп about cross-country trafticability. 

The three basic zone гесопnаіssапсе methods аге : the fап, successive 
sectoгs, and Ьох techпiques (See diagraшs below). 

Г іgш·е 12-2. І 'ап ·гeclmiqLІe. 

FigLІГe 12-4. Вох ТесІшіqLІе. 

f'igшe 12-3. SLІccessive Sectш·s Тесhпіqне. 

Сг і tісаІ tasks of а zone гесоп rnay 
iпclude : 

- Find апd repoгt аІІ епету toгces 

within tl1e zопе. 

- Recoппoiter specitic terraiп within 
tl1e zone. 
- lnspect and classify aJI bгidges. 
- l-ocate fords or crossiпg sites. 
- Locate and clear аІІ rnines, obstacles, 
апd barriers. 

Area Reconnai.ssance - Ап area гeconпai ssance is а focнsed collection 
effort to get detailed information about а specitic Iocation and the агеа 
imшediately aroLІnd it. This includes the terraiп or enemy activity withiп the 
prescribed area. Tl1e area сап Ье any Іосаtіоп that is critical to the LІПit's 

operatioпs. 

Examples include easily ideпtitiable агеаs covering fairly large spaces 
SLІch as towns or militaгy install at ioпs; terraiп featшes such as ridge lines, 
wощі liпes, ог сІюkе points; or single points sLІch as bridges or buildiпgs 
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(See Figure 12-5). The critical tasks of an area reconnaissance шау Ье the 
sаше as those tor а zопе recoпnaissance . 

.. 

Recon and 
SurveШ:шce 

Sпrveillance зn<І 

Overп·atcb Теаш 

' І 
І 
І 
І 

' І 
' І Release 
1 Polnt 

. ·~ Poшts .."," -, , ----- ' , ...... ,, ......... _____ _ 
Гіgнrе 12-5 . Area l~econnaissaпce. 

Before an operation, а uпit Госнsеs its гесопnаіssапсе еГГоrt to сопfіrш ог 
dепу а possible couгse оГ action. For example, in the diagraш above, а 
platoon ordered to raid Objective Hawthorne seщis онt а squad area recon 
patrol to: соnfігш or deny the еnешу situatioп , апd select teпtative secнrity, 
sнpport, and assault positioпs for the follow-oп рІаtооп raid . 

Fнndamentals of а Reconnaissance 

As Ішs Ьееп said, successful reco1111aissaпce is а focused collection effort, 
аішеd at gathering timely and accurate int'oпnation about the епешу апd the 
terraiп in the area of operations. Іп plaпniпg а recon patrol , leaders 
deterшiпe the objective of the шission , апd identit'y \Vhether the 
гесоппаіssаnсе will orieпt оп the terrain or on the еnешу force . Tl1e lea,Jer 
provides subordiпate нпіts witl1 clear gнidance on the objective of the 
recoпnaissance. For ехашрІе, іп an епешу force-orieпted гесоп patrol, the 
critical task is to fiпd the еnешу апd gatheг inforшatioп оп І1 і ш, whereas the 
terraiп considerations are а sесопdагу сопсеrп. In ordeг to сопdнсt а 
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successf'ul recon, the patrol Іеас1ег applies the tour fundarnentals of' 
гeconnaissaпce: G А Т Е 

Gain requit·ed inj'ormation - The paгent unit tells the раtгоІ leader \vlшt 
infoпnation is гequit·ed. Tl1is is іп the form of the iпfoпnation гeцнirernent 
(IR) atl(i priority intelligeпce requiгeшeпts (PIR). The patrol's шіssіоп is 
theп tailored to what іпf'опnаtіоп is гeqнired. Dшіпg the eпtire patrol, 
rneшl1eгs nшst coпtiпLIOLІsly gаіп апd exchange аІІ iпf'ormatioп gathered, bLІt 
canпot coпsider the tnissioп accoшp1isl1ed LІпless аІІ P1R has Ьееп gathered. 

Avoid detection Ьу tlte enemy - А patrol avoids Jettiпg tl1e епешу kпow it is 
operating in the objective area. lfthe епешу ktiO\VS І1е is Ьеіпg observed, he 
may шоvе, сІшпgе l1is plans, or increase his secшity шeasures. Methщis of 
avoiliing detection are: 

• Miniшize пюvешепt in the objective area. 
• Move slow апd Jow -- stealtl1. 
• Move 110 closer to tl1e objective tl1an necessary. 
• Махішіzе thc LІse оГ Іопg гапgе suгveillaпcc and night visioп devices. 
• Міпішіzс гасlіо traftic. 
• lJse camoLІЛage, апlі поіsе апd light discipline. 

Task Organize- WІ1еп the Pl, гeceives the order, he analyzes his шіssіоп to 
eпsure he LІnderstands wfшt mLІst Ье done. Then І1е task orgaпizes l1is 
eleшent to best accoшplish tl1e шission іп accorliaпce witl1 МЕТТ-ТС. 
Recons are typically SLJLІad sized missioпs. Figшe 12-6 depicts а task 
oгganization for· а sqLІad size recon раtгоІ. ТІ1е sqLІad іп the diagгam fшs tive 
available radios. 

• sc 
H.S Теаш 1 • R.itJcmaн 

!Qdio. ~\'G~, bino~ (.UШ«Ol,. 

'----т-, ---' .log., -е.~с. 

' ' :----------------------------;-------------"-------------г---------------------------r 
~ І І 1 
І І І І 
І І І І 

І ORP;MSS І RS Т:= 2 Soo l~=Щ І SO~= І 
• вп. 
• Rcmainшg Рах 
.R.adio. N\'Gs:, !og. ctr.. 

• АТІ. • Greпadier (203'1 
• Rit1~шan • Rifletшщ (ЛТ4) 
Rа(~І, ~"\"~. І::Щю-s., (.<UI~aa, Radio .'Шd N\"G.s 

iog, C"t.: 

• SA'\\' GшшеІ 
• Riiletl1at1 

• Кіtlешан (АТ4) 
Ri\dio :--..\\'(1$:, Ьinruo, caanr.rл, 
klg, <'?,>::. 

Пgше 12-6. Orgaпizatioп of а Squad Size Rесоп Ран·оl . 
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Regaгdless of ho~· the rесоп and security elements are orgaпized, еасІ1 
element always maiпtains responsibility tor its оwп !оса! security. ln а small 
recon patrol, the patrol headquarteгs may form а part of one of the 
subordinate elements rather than being а separate element. The nшnber and 
size of the vaгious teams and elements must Ье determined thгough the 
leader's МЕТТ-ТС analysis. Regarding task oгganization, the deteпniniпg 
factoг is noгmally the amount of radios available. 

ЕтрІоу security measures- А patrol mнst Ье аЬІе to retu111 to tl1e friendly 
unit with the iпformation it has gathered. Ceaders emplace secuгity elements 
vvhere they сап best ove1·watch the гесопnаіssапсе elements. Іп tl1e event of 
compгomise, tl1ey suppress the епеmу so tl1e reconnaissance elements can 
break coпtact . 

Execution of а Reconnaissance 

The following set]uence of events describe а typical area recon раtгоІ: 

І. ТІ1е patrol occupies an ORP and reports to l1igl1er. The patrol leader (PL) 
confirms his location on а rnap while subordiпate leaders make пecessary 
perimeter adjustments . The PL orgaпizes the patrol іп one of two ways: 
separate rесоп апd security elernents, or combiпed гесоп and secuгity 

eleшeпts (See І;іgше 12-6). 

2. The BTL preps mеп, \veapoпs, апd equipmeпt (MWE) tor actioпs оп the 
ОВJ. ТІ1е example іп Figuгe 12-6 depicts 9 personпel going out оп the 
missioп іп four elements: RS Team І (PL апd а ritlemeп); RS Team 2 (А TL 
and а ritlemen); SO Team (З рах); апd а t\\'O mап security team. 

Camouflage -· Tl1e pгincipal purpose of camoutlage іп tl1e tield is to prevent 
direct observatioп апd recogпition -- to b1·eak up the outliпe . When applying 
individual canюLІflage, опе nшst recognize the terraiп's doшinant color іп 
oгder to ЬІеші in and avoid contrastiпg with the terrain. When applying face 
paint, shiпy areas (forehead, cheekbones, nose, and сhіп) are painted with а 
dark color, whereas shadow areas (aroLІnd the eyes, tmder the nose, and 
uпder the сhіп) are painted with а ligl1t color. 

Exposed skin retlects light апd attracts the eпemy's attention. Even ve1·y 
dark skiл will retlect ligllt Ьесанsе of its natшal оіІ. Skin that is exposed on 
the back of the neck апd Ішшіs is paiпted with а t\vo-color соmЬіпаtіоп in 
an irregular patterп. When issue face paint is поt available, bLІ!11t cork, 
сhш·соаІ or Іашр black сап Ье used to tone dowп exposed areas of skin. Мнd 
is used опІу in an emergeпcy Ьесанsе it clшnges color as it tiries and may 
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peel oft~ leaving t.he skiп exposed. S іпсе mнd may сопtаіп harmfнl bacteria, 
mud shoнld Ье washed ot'f' as soon as possible. 

Wheп аррІуіпg camoнflage to iнd ividнal eqнipmeнt апd weapoнs, епsше 

the fuпction of the wеароп is not impaired. А пу eqнipmeпt that reflects light 
shoнld Ье covered with а norнetlective material (sнch as ЬшІар ). 
Additioпally, straight Ііпеs are very coпspicuoнs to ап епеmу observer. The 
barrel апсІ haпd gнard shoнld Ье wrapped with strips of coнtrasting colored 
cloth ог tape to break the regulaг oнtline. Additionally, all loose clothiпg 
ІntІst Ье secшed (striпg or tape can Ье нsed) to prevent sпaggiпg оп barbed 
wire, brambles, апd brush. Rifle sliпgs slюнld Ье taped to preveпt rattling. 
АІІ weapons paгts sІюнІd Ье checked fог glare elimiпation measшes. 

3. The РС issucs а 5 роіпt contingeпcy рІап to the assistant patrol lcader 
(APL) bef'ore departing. 

4. The PL establ ishes а sнitablc гelease point (RP) that онt оГ sight апlі 
sонпd of the objective if' possible, but tlшt is defiпitcly онt of sight (Sec 
Figшe 12-7). The Н.Р should also have good rally point charactcristics (see 
ORP acronym іп Anncx А). The RS teams геmаіп in the f{P wl1ile tl1e PL is 
pinpoiпting the objective and emplacing the SO tеап1 . 

The РІ. e111pla.:e~ SO ін а І'lІ~іІі<НІ chat пш 
nbм::rvc apprt)X. їІІ% о( ІІсс Ollj. I'L wШ 
id,щtil"y ;щ LOA, le tІiati~e І';ІП!а~е puiнt~. 

:o~rнl а seci<Іr 11f t\re ftІr ІІІс: S() teum in !Ін• 

evttІI п( aшtprnml,l.'. РІ. will t~щur(' S() 

teitШ Ішs 3 "'llrkiLІ(; r.Іdin знd ШІ{\crstaпds 

the (t!n\nl(l ащ.І .:щнрruІІІі~е !'І ан 

Recounaissance & 
SUІ'\'etllanre 

J{$ t~;~.ms "''іІІ: ( І ) avoid paralleliнg І Ін.~ 
ol>jectivc; {2} ctse steпlth; and (3) шахі· 

вІіzе the U!>Є оІ· cot\aalrвeпt a11d optic 
(levil.:c~. RS t eaшs -"lюtJI(I сов(Іш:t 

perindk ru.dio t.:hcck!i (hnut·ly). 

I'Їgl!re 12-7. Sqtшd Агеа /{econnaissaпce РаtгоІ . 
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Obsa·vation Plan - Once the patrol leader uпderstaпcls the ІН., he theп 
deterшiпes ho\v best to оЬtаіл it Ьу developing ап observatioп plan. The 
leader's observatioп plan asks two basic questions: (І) What is tl1e best 
location(s) to obtain the іпfоrшаtіоп reqнired? (2) Hovv сап І best оЬtаіп the 
іпfогmаtіоп withollt comproшisiпg the patrol? 

The answer to the first qLiestioп is; аІІ vantage points (VP) апd 

observation posts (ОР) fгotn which the patrol can best оЬtаіп the IR. А VP 
is а tempoгary position that enables observation of the OBJ. lt is шеапt to Ье 
осснріеd only uпtil the IR is confiгmed or denieti. The aпswer to the second 
questioп is; нsе roнtes апd Iшmber of teams necessary to осснру the 
reqLІired VPs. А РІ- should нsе as many RS teams as necessary so as to 
avoid extraneous noise. 

An ОР is а position fі·ош wheгe observations can Ье made and fіге can Ье 
diгected апd adjusteti. OPs шust possess appropriate сошшuпісаtіопs. 

lJnlike а VP, the ОР is noпnally occupied and sшveillaпce is coпducted Гоr 
а specified period оУ time. The SO team is emplaced at an ОР which сап 
either Ье short teгm (12 lюurs or less) or long term, depeпding оп guidance 
from higher. The раtтоІ vie\vs the reconnaissance objective from as шаnу 
perspectives as possible, usiпg whateveг сошЬіпаtіопs of" OPs and VPs аге 
пecessary. 

5. The PL ріпроіпts the OBJ and selects ап ОР where l1e will ешрlасе the 
SO team. OPs should Ье tl1e least promiпeпt positioпs іп ап objective area 
(See Figuгe 12-7). А selected ОР should Ье observed Гог 1 О to 15 minнtes to 
ensшe it is поt осснріеd. Кеер the tollowiпg acroпym in шind wheп 

selecting ап ОР: BLISS 

В - Bleпds іп witl1 the surroнndiпgs. 
L- Lo\v іп silhouette. 
І - Irregulaг іп shape. 
S - Smal1 іп size. 
S- Secluded. 

Fшt11er, if" possible, avoid the use of existing buildiпgs or shelters. 
Сопstшсtіоп оУ ОР hide sites shoнld опІу Ье made іп cold weather апd 
desert епvіrопшепts. When leaviпg the ОР, нsе а diff"erent roнte f'rom the 
one нsed during the appraoch. The РС selects an ОР whicl1: 

Affords gooti observation - appгoximately 70 percent visibility of the 
objective (If possible, and if observation is optiшum, РІ- may opt to 
contiнct !oпg-raпge reconnaissance f'roш tl1e SO teaш's Іосаtіоп). 
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• Provicles good cover апd coпcealmeпt, as well as соvег апd 

сопсеаІтепt to алd trom the Іосаtіоп. 
• ls Іагgе enough for the SO tеаш. 
• Has сІеаг а field of fire олtо the objective (if compromised). 
• OPs shoнld not Ье шаnлеd for nюre than 24 hoнrs. 

б. !fpossible а thгee-maл SO shoнld Ье useli. This allows fог shifts on optics 
and гесоn logs. Гог ехашрІе ал SO tеаш шigl1t coпsist of the ASA W, аІр!ш 
роіпt man (АРТ) апd а third тал tог rear· secшity . SO team equipmeпt 
s!юнІd іпс!нdе а radio, optic(s), М249, АТ4, апd rесоп log. 

7. Before clepartiпg the SO tеаш 's positioп, the PL identifies а limit ot' 
advance (LOA), teпtative vaпtage poiпts, gives tl1e SO tearn а defiпitive 
sector of tїre , and ideпtifies taгgets tor suppression іп the event of 
comprornise. Noгrnally, АОО wil! teпniпate wheп опе of the fo!lowing 
оссшs: RS teams have reached the LOA; obseгvation wiпdow ( eyes-on 
tirne) has elapsed; PL has deteппined that аІІ available іпtеІ l1as Ьееп 

obtaiпed; or patrol has been соmргош ised. 

8. Dшіпg the reconпaissaпce, the APL, maiпta iпs secнrity апd 

corшпuпications witl1 higl1eг 1-!Q, апd sLtpervises ргішіtіеs of \Voгk іп the 
ORP. 

9. РІ" rnoves back to the RP and bгiefs Security Tearn апd RS teams 
regarding the OBJ particulars. Additioпally, the PL, ensшes all гесоп 

eleшents LJnderstaпd апу/аІІ NCT tirnes or соmпшпісаtіоп wiпdows, theп 

re!eases his RS teams. РІ, has an option of eitl1er ernplacing secшity or 
giviпg the seпior mап ап azimLJth, tiistaпce апd grid to tl1eir primary 
positioл. 

І О. ThroнghoLІt the patrol, the РІ" maintains coшmнлications with а!! r·есоп 
elemeпts, secшity, and the ORP. Radio checks shoLІid Ье made periodically. 
І~'ог example, radio checks may Ье matie every hош оп tl1e hош. RS tearns 
maпage their time аші пюvе away from tl1e OBJ for raclio c!1ecks. 

11. RS teams rnove stealthi !у to vaпtage poiпts апd avoid paralleling the 
08.1 Ьу Ltsiпg the cloverleaf techn iqнe (See FigLJre І 2-7). Rесоп teams 
s!юнkІ рІап every rnoverneпt and rnove іп segrneпts ofthe roLJte at а time. 

Taгget !ncficatm·s - То gain information while avoidiлg detectioл, гесол 
teams nшst LІnderstand target indicators. Taгget indicators are aлythiпg а 
so!dier does or fails to do that coLJ!d resнlt іл detection. А recon team mнst 
kлovv алd нпderstaпd target ілdісаtіоп not only to move LІndetected, bllt a!so 
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to detect enemy movement. Target indicators are sound, movement, 
improper camouflage, disturbance ofwildlife, and odors. 2 

Consider the following target indicators: 

• Sound - Most noticeab\e during lюurs of darkness. Caused Ьу 

movement, equipшent rattliлg, or talking. Sшall noises may Ье 

disшissed as natural, bllt talking will not. Recon teams should move 
stealthily, stopping freqLІently to Iisten as this gains iпformatioп about 
the епешу and Ьу exercising care, keeps іnfогшаtіоп froш tl1e епету. 

• Movement - Most noticeable duriпg hours of daylight. The hl!шan еуе 
is attracted to movement. QLІick ог jerky movemeпt will Ье detected 
faster thaп slow movemeпt. 

• lmproper caпюllflage, shine, Olltliпe; contrast with tl1e backgrollпd. 
Distшbance of wildlifc. Birlis sulidenly flying away. Sнdden stop оГ 
aпimal noises. Aniшals being frighteпed. 

• Oliors, smokiпg, soap, Iotions anli iпsect repe\Ients. 

f{есоп teams sholllli consider tl1e following seven priпciples of stealt\1 
movemeпt: 

( l) А voili нnnecessarv movement. Remain still- movement attracts 
atteпtioп. When tl1e team nшst change positions, it moves carefl!lly оvег а 
coпcealeli rollte to а ne\v positioл, prefcrably lішіпg limiteli visibility. 
Before moviпg, recon teaшs slюнlli assess the terraiп for poteпtial соvег and 
coпcealшent. 

(2) Use а\! available cover and concealmeпt. Cover is protectioп from 
hostile weapons fire. Coпcealment is protectioп trom observatioп from both 
air and groнnd observation, bllt not from hostile fire. Although total 
liarkлess provilies concealment, recon teams nшst obseгve the same 
pгinciples of concealment liuring mooпlight coпliitioпs as in the daytime. 

The team selects trees or bushes to blenli with the tшiform and to absorb 
the figшe outline. 3 Recon teams should always assl!me they are under 
observatioп, both liay anli night, anli shoLІlli likewise assшne enemy 
employment of night observation lievices. While moving to differeпt 

vantage points, avoili ;valkiлg laterally within sight of the ОВJ, as tl1e 
епешу wi IJ most likely pick Ollt this movement. Iпstea'i use the 'clover leaf 
technique,' that is, 'і о your lateral movement out of sight of the objective 

'fM 23-10 Sпiper Тrаіпіпg, 4-l. 
3 lbid, 4-7. 
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area in order preseпt less of а signatuгe. Further, vvhi le moving torward to а 
vantage point, to aid іп сопсеаІшепt, use the ' staking trees' method of 
approach. This is accomplished Ьу pLІtting one tree, tvvo if possible, between 
you and the objective area . Similaгly, at nigllt, the same metlюd is used to 
avoid casting shadows. 

(3) Stav lovv to observe. А low silhoнette makes it difficнlt for the enemy to 
see а гесоn team. Therefore, the team observes from а croнch, а sчнаt, ог а 

prone positioп. 

(4) Avoid shiny reflectioпs . Retlection of light оп а shiny sнrface iпstaпtly 
attracts atteпtioп and can Ье sееп from great distaпces. Optics shoнki Ье 
covere(i with netting ог hose шкі нsed cautiously іп bright sнnshiпe Ьесанsе 
ofthe retlectioпs they санsе . 

(5) Avo id sky l iпiпg. Figшes on the skyline сап Ье sееп fгom а great 
(iistaпce, сvеп at пigl1t, Ьссанsе а tiaгk онtІ іпе stands онt agaiпst thc lighter 
sky. The silhoнette foпned Ьу the body makes а goo(i targct. 

(6) Alter familiar oнtliпes. Military eqнipmeпt апd the hшnап body аге 
tamiliar oнtliпcs to the enemy. Recon teams al teг or d isgнise these rcvealiпg 
shapes Ьу usiпg ghi llie suits or oнter sпюcks (Mossy Oak) that is covered 
with іrгсgнІаг patteгпs of garпish . ТІ1е tcam mнst al ter its онtІіпс from tl1c 
head to thc soles of' tl1e boots. 

(7) Observe поіsе discipliпe. Noise, sнch as talking, сап Ье picked нр Ьу 
спеmу patrols or observatioп posts. Soнпds are traлsmitted а greateг 

distaпce іп wet weatl1er апd at пight than іп dty \Veatller апd in the daytime. 
Sонпd travels appгoximately 370 meters а secoпd . 4 

Movement fmperati1Іes - Stop, look, апd listeп ofteп. The RS team ' s 
moveme11t to а VP should iпclude а seгies of listeпiпg halts, as tl1is 
acclimates them to the sigl1ts, soнпds, апd smells of the objective area. 
А void санs іпg the overhead movement of trees, bнshes, or tall grasses Ьу 
rнbbing agaiпst tl1em. Move dшing distuгbances sнch as gLІпfire, explosioпs, 
aircraft rюise, wiпd, ог апуtІ1іпg that will distract the eпerny's attentioп or 
conceal the team's movement. 

·' For ex3mple, \'V IJeп а flas l1 fi·om а fired \Vеароп is observed, tl1e raпge to the weapoпs сап Ье 
easi ly estimated Ьу сонпtіпg t.he time interval between the flash апd hеагіпg tl1e repoгt . Го1· 

example, cou пtiлg to three (one tlюнsand one. опе tІюнsапd t\І'О, one tlюнsand tl1гee), indicates 
the d istaпce is І , І І О meters . 
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Walking is нsed \'l'hen there is good concealrnent, it is not likely the 
еnешу is close, and speed is гequired . 5 Wl1en walking, рІасе tl1e heel down 
first , balancing the weight of the body on the rеаг foot until а secuгe spot is 
found, then lower the sole ofthe forward foot slowly; gradually transferring 
body weight to that foot . Step over fallen logs and branches, not on theш. As 
RIS teaшs near the ОВJ, шovement s!юtJld Ье s!ow, deliberate, and wit/1 as 
smal! а silhouette as possible. 
Moveшent is slow and tedious, sіпсе it шust Ье dопе silently. T!1erefore, 

the low crawl апd I1igh cra\vl are поt suitable as shuffliпg noises result. 
Сгееріпg (haпd-aпd-knees cra\Yl) is the recoшmeпded method ofmovement. 

This is done LІsing уош haпds to feel for twigs, Jeaves о1· other substances 
t!1at might make а поіsе. Clear а spot to рІасе уош kпее. Keeping уош hand 
at that spot, briпg уош kпее forward uпtil it meets your haпd. 'Гhеп place 
уош knee оп the grouпd and repeat the action with tl1e other hand апd kпее. 

Vaпtage poiпts (VPs) s!юнld provide adeqtJate observatioп as we!! as 
cover апd concealmeпt. If VPs nшst Ье occupied f'or loпger periods, wilted 
f(Jliage should Ье гeplaced dшіпg periods of' redнced visibility. Above а! І , 

avoid using too шuch material for сатонЛаgе, as it may staпd out from its 
stJrroundings, thнs attracting tl1e attention of а hostile observer. 

RIS Team Obset'vation Plan While observing, RS teaшs avoid all 
uплecessary шoveшent. Using аІІ senses available, one rnan observes апd 
гecor,is while the other maintains secuгity . At пig!1t, RS teaшs should шоvе 
away t'rorn the objective агеа prior to recording information. 

12. Duгing the coпduct of' the rесоп, each RS tearn retнrпs to the RP wheп 
any ofthe following оссшs: 
• ТІ1еу have gathered all tl1eir PIR. 
• ТІ1еу hav·e reached the LOA. 
• The a!!ocated tіше to conduct the гесоп has elapsed. 
• Coпtact has Ьееп шаdе. 

І З . At t!1e RP the Pl" analyzes what iпforшation has been gatheгed and 
deterшines if he has met the IR. lf the PL deterrnines that he has not 
gathered sufficieпt inforшation or if the inf'orшation he and the subord inate 
leader gathered differs drastically, he may have to seпd RS teaшs back to 
the OBJ. ln t!1 is case, RS teaшs a!teгnate агеаs of гesponsibilities. f'ог 

ехашрІе, if опе team recoпnoitereti from the 6 - З - 1 o ' clock, tl1eп that 
team wiJI now recon :froш t!1e 6 - 9- 11 o' clock. 

5 г:м 23-l О Snipeг T1·aining, 4- l О. 
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lfthe IR has Ьееп met, the PL епsшеs that all available IR is disseminated 
to the patrol at the ORP, or moves to а position at. least one major terraiп 
feature or опе kilometer away to d isseminate if compromised. То 

disseminate, the leader has the RTO ргераrе tl1ree sketches of the objective 
site based on the leader's sketch ап(і provides tl1e copies to the subordinate 
leaders to assist in dissemiпatioп. 

Г<epm·ting - Veгbal апd writteп reports mLІSt Ье accurately and completely 
conveyed. Messages shouki Ье brief, accurate, and clear (facts and opinions 
are distiпgLІishe(i). lf secoпdhand information is reporte(i , its source is 
included. Іпfоrшаtіоп aboLІt tl1e enemy slюLІid Ье annotate(i within а 

SALUTE repшt forшat (See l~'igure 12-8). 

SAL1JTE Report 

Size \\'hat is the size ofthe unit (nuшber ofpersonnel , >•ehicJes 
[high\vay, rail, etc.], and equipment [tet1ts, \Ye11p0ns, etc.])? 

ActiYity \Yhat are they doing (movi:пg і:п co!umn/mass, or setting up а 
defetlsiYe p<>sition or deploying, redeploy[ng, sustainme11t 
actiYities, or training)? 

Location \.Yhere are they located? lJse а шар, if availabJe. If no шар is 
available, describe their position as acc:mate!y as possible (grid 
coordinates o:r airfield, mi litary base, and/or terrain association). 

VnitІL:nifonn \\'hat uni t do tЬеу belong to (company, battaliou, brigade, 
diYision , andior couпtty)? 
\Vhat type .of нnifom1 are tЬе soldiers wearing? 

Time \\'hat time of day 1night unit \Yas obserYed (DTG, Zulu, or !оса!)? 

Еqніршепt \\'hat type of equipme11t was obsetYed (types of~•·eapons, 
vehic!б, aircraft, andior otl1er gear)? 

І' іgtІГе 12-8. SALUTE Report. 

Range Estimation - accuracy is essential to reconnaissance. Lasers are the 
preferred теапs of' deterшiлing distance. However, in the absence of' а шоrе 
accurate method, the observer шust still estiшate distance to capture the 
шost accurate depictioп of' the objective possible. Here are sorne methocls ot' 
estimating distance: 
( 1) Лssisted Method - uses biлoculars and ті! re latioл to determiлe range. 
То use this шethod, tl1e w idth ог height of' the target шust Ье knowл. То 
detem1ine the range (R), identify the target width (l1eight ог length) оп the 
ші І scale іп t.l1e birюcu l ars. When lookiпg throLІgh the М22 binocнlars, each 
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Jargeг increшeпt is equal t.o 1 О шils while the smaller is equal to 5 шils (See 
Figure 12-9).6 

Tl1e knowп target >vidth (W) in eitl1eг шeters or iпches is then divided Ьу 
the шіl (111) width; this equals the raпge (R) t'actor. Mнltiply R Ьу І ,ООО to 
deteпniпe the target's range . This is known as the \VoRM foпnula: 
W (width/length/height) divided Ьу М (m ils) = R (range). See Figure 12-1 О. 

-~(t_11Щf?tc ~i~~- j~_}!1~t~!:s1J.<: .. !QЧQ 
М (taгgct. sizc іп шils) 

}Y ___ {Jщ:g~J-~Jz~in.Ш~h-~tol.~7.2,4 

М (target size in шils) 

1\апgе to tш·get іп 

ШСІС.І'S 

!\апgе to targct іп 
шeters 

FigtJre 12-l О. WoRM Foгnшla. 

Note: The obseгver shoнld шask ЬіnоснІаг Jenses \V ith clotl1 or рапtу hose as 
direct sнnlight can reПect оп· of" them; potentionally giving away his 
position. 

(2) Meпtal Estiшatioп - clistaпce шау Ье estiшated to the пearest І ОО meteгs 

Ьу deterшining t.he nшnber of known uпits of measнre, sнcl1 as а tootball 
tield (100 yards), between the observer's positioп апd а target. 

6 А ті! is а tmit of апgнІаr measuгemeпt equal to 1/6400 of а сіІ·сІе. Т11е1·е аге 18 mils іл one 
degree. Опе ті! equals tl1e widtl1 (о1· heigllt) of І mete1· at а raпge of ! ,ООО metcrs. 
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(3) F1as11-to-Bang -- Souпd tt·avels at а speed of approximately 350 tneters 
per secoпd. An observer catl estimate raпge trom l1is location to tl1e 
objective Ьу estimatiпg the elapsed time between а sound оп the objective 
and his position. Use the following equation: elapsed time (іп seconds) 
bet\veeп impact and soвnd х 350 = distaпce. Multiply tl1e number of 
secoпds betweeп sound impact (flash) and when the soнnd reaches the 
observeг (bang) Ьу 350 meters. The aпswer is the approximate пнmЬеr of 
meters between tl1e observer апtі the roвnd. (This procedшe can also Ье 
llsed to determine the distance to епеmу >vеароп muzzle f1ashes) .7 

Recoпnaissance Prщluct.s - Iпformatioп gatl1erett Ьу the rесоп team is 
rерогtед, analyzeti, and pгocessed into intelligeпce гeports. Infoпnation 

difficult to describe may Ье giveп accвrately on а simple sketch. ТІ1е sketcl1 
may give аІІ the пecessary inf'ormation or it may Ье used to supplement а 
written message. Geпerally, there агс two basic types of sketches а recon 
elemeпt may нsе: а topogmphic (overl1eati) sketch апd а militmy 
(panoramic) sketcl1. 

(І) Topograpl1ic Sketcl1. А topographic sketcl1 (f"Їgше 12-11) is а graphic 
represeпtatioп of ап area dra\vn to sca1e as sееп from above. This type of 
sketch is tІseful іп describiпg roatt systems, tlow of streams/rivers, or 
locatioпs of natura1 апd maп-made oЬstacles. The most promineпt bui1diпg 
is al\vays building #1. 

Renнtrk.\. 

- (l-3) Buildings 
are 40 feet long 
Ьу 15 feet wide. 
- (4. 5)Towers are 
both 35-40 feet 
high and are 
constructed of 
metol frames and 
wood. 
- (6) Trench 
system is 3.5 feet 
deep х 5 feet 
wide. 
- (7 -9) Bunkers 
are wood and 
earth. 

Trees 

Sketcb Name: ОЬ jective Tolstoy Overhead 

Gt·if1 Coordiлate: З7U CR 0458 3487 

92 Degrees 

_:::-l . .."---""-- Т rees 

Trees 

Sk~tcl1 Nu1ntн~r _2_ of _!___ Nаше: ~S,."mllJiшtb"----

S«:al~: 1" = 25 meters Raпk:~ 

DTG: 2 Dec 2012 

Гіgше 12- ll. Topograpl1ic (Overl1eatl) Sketch. 

7 І'М 3-60, 3-6. 
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Cl1apter 12 Recoпnaissance Patrols 

(2) Military Sketch. А military or panoramic sketch is used to recoгd 

information about а general area, terraiп features , or man-made structures 
that are not shown оп а тар. Military sketches provide an on-tl1e-ground 
view of an area or object that is otherwise unobtainable (Figure 12-12). 

Remarks 

- Buildings are 40 
feet long Ьу 15 
feet ~vide. 
- Towers are 
both 35-40 feet 
high and are con
stІ·ucted of metal 
frames and wood. 
- Т rench system 
is 3.5 feet deep х 
5 feet wide. 
- Surrounding 
trees are 20-25 
feet high. 

Sketch Namc: ОЬ jective Tolstoy 

Grid Coo1·dinate: 37U CR 0458 3487 

t = 1\'lagnctkAzimuth: 92 Degrees 

Bunker 2 

Scale: 1" = 25 meters 

Вuilding з 

Rank: SSG 

DTG: 2 Dec 2Q!.2 __ І 
І 

Figure 12-12. M ilitary (Panoгamic) Sketch. 

Guidelines for Drawing Sketches - Military dra\ving focllses on ассшасу, 

поt so much artistic skill. The following are guideliпes wheп d1·awing 
sketches: I;ї1·st, woгk from tl1e whole to the part. First deteгmine the 
bollndaries of the sketch. Іп the diagram below (Figшe 12- J 2), an 8 Yz х J І 

sheet of paper is first folded (laпdscape) іпtо thгee equal parts. This will 
faci l itate correct dimensions. Next fold the рарег in half. This will intiicate 
tl1e horizoпtal plane. Then sketch tl1e larger objects sllch as hills, mollntaiпs , 

or Olltlines of large buildings. 

І 
і r------... - ---------------............................. - .................... ... 

Horizo11tnl Plane 

~------~ 

f' igure 12-12. Pгeparing а Sketch . 
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Chapter 12 Reconnaissance Patrols 

After drawing tl1e large objects in the sketcl1, start drawing tl1e sтаІlег 
details . Second, use соттоn slшpes to show сотшоп objects. Оо not 
sketc/1 еасІ1 individual tгее, hedgerow, or wood line exactly. Use соттоn 
shapes to show tl1ese types ot' objects. Оо not conceпtrate on the tlne details 
unless they are ot' tactica\ importance. 

Figuгe 12- 13. P1·epaгing а Sketcl1. 

Tl1ird, dгaw in perspective; нsе vaпisl1ing poiпts. Try to draw sketches in 
perspective. То do this, recogпize the vanisl1iпg poiпts of· tl1e area to Ье 
sketcl1ed. Parallel lines on the grouпd that are lюrizontal vaпish at а роіпt оп 
the Jюrizon (Figure 12-13 ). 

(З) Reconnaissaпce Log. А reconnaissance log is а wгitteп, cl1roпological 

record ot' all activities але! eveпts that take рІасе dtlring recon actions on the 
objective. It is used in combiпation with other гесоn prodtlcts алd pгov ides 

commanders алd intelligeпce personnel with informatioп алd an accurate 
record ot' the activity in tl1e area. А recon log should iпclude all pertineпt 
details. 

(4) Grid Ret'erence Graphic (GRG). Similar to the overl1ead sketcl1, the 
GRG should include all structшes within ап established taгget area. The 
taгget bнildiпg is always bнilding nнmЬег І . Normal numbeгing conventioп 
is to nшnЬег bнildings in а clockwise method t'гom bнilding І (See Figшe 
12-14 ). Ad(iitioпally , tl1e GRG shoнld iпclude а пoгth-seekiпg arrow. C)RGs 
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Cl1apter 12 Reconпaissance Patrols 

are used to coordinate аІІ forces (ground and air) in an operation. The focus 
should Ье оп ease of refereпce and usefulness. For ехашрlе, to direct close 
air support to the northeast corner of building І, you '-'<'ould send 111 . Or, if 
yoLJ пeeded to consolidate аІІ persorшel post assaLJit at the soLJthern side of 
bLJildiпg 8, yoLJ woLJ!d call it С7 . 

R 

Гv ......,._. "'V 
... ----~ ГІ'\. ----Q 

р /г ~ \ 
о 

t~ t _, 1 
/І 

І "" 
м І ~ І _І '-. 

L~ r--·- ---··- --· --- --·· --··- ·-·-··· ----- t-- ---- ·····---- ----- ---- ---- ---· ~ ь --к 

---Ь 5 l-- f j -- ~------- ---- -- ·-- ;::::;;; ·---
І 

h- 2 1 
-----+~ 

--. f.-1 
н ----- ------- --- ·-···- ···-·--· -- ··--- - --- ·-- - ------- --·- ------

G 
..... 

J ../ "'-і"-F 
_ .. _ .......... -.. .. -.. - .-/ / "\. ~ Е >--_________ .. ........ 

г; :-1 .!' (' Е 

~V 
-

h t_; ~ 17 \ J... "\ V \ 

~~ L r--~ 1 
V N 

/ в 

А 

І 

1 2 3 4 5 б 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Figuгe l2 - l4. Grid Reteгence Grapl1ic. 

(5) Grid StrLJctшe Sketch (GSS). Ап a(iditioпal prodLJct which а rесоп team 
та у Ье directed to provide is а C1rid StrLJctшe Sketch (G SS). Siшilar to а 
panoraшic sketch, the GSS is used to provide specitic details оп а paгticular 
buildiпg. For ехашрІе, root' type, type of doors (steel, wood), window type 
(iпcludiпg l1eight troш gro11nd tloor), lightiпg, etc (See Figшe 12-15). Data 
may Ье iпcluded on ал accoшpanying docшnent. Nuшbering convention for 
а GSS is as tollows: top left орепіпg (\vindow or aпythiпg that. сап Ье LJsed 
to shoot tl1rough) is always А l. Froш that point, пuшЬеr trom left to rigl1t. 
ТІ1е пехt орепіпg clown troш А І is В І, etc. Wheп іпсІнdіпg q11estionable 
data you are not coшpletely sure about, а good rule is to append infoпnation 
witl1 'appears to Ье' (АТВ). 
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................... ··-· ·······-······-· ........ г----~ R ··г-···-····· 
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І'іgш·е 12-15. Grid Stгuctuгe Sketcl1 (GSS). 

GRG 001 
Building 1 
Southside 

Jili CR 01 J"J З2J6 
01 НЮО і\Іау 14 

"'indo~'s - doobk 
с.а;;m-н~·!ІІ 3_5' :'< 5' 
Grotmd fioor 
\\'iш:lo\V'J. зн·J ~tм· 

3' <:~ff ;Ье grouнd . 

Door (C l 3) is ha!f
gi<щ DOer-glass 
АТВ Т 

Roof-i.s а shing!~ 
gabk \ \ ith 9" pitch 

N 

f 

Actions оп Compromise Jt' contact is шаdе, the RS еІешепt moves to the 
release роіпt ( condнcting bLiddy t.eam tire апd maпeLiver if пecessary); the 
SO team will cover their \vitl1drawal witl1 а l1igl1 volшne of sшall aпns Л ге, 
AT4s, 40mm оп preplaппed targets withiп the sector of tїre giveп Ьу the PL. 
This асtіоп will епаЬІе tl1e RS teams to break contact. ТІ1е rесоп elcmeпt 
will break contact апd t·еtшп to the ORP, sесше rLicksacks, апd qLiickly 
пюvе oLit of· Н1е area. Опсе they have rnoved а sate distance away, the PL 
iпtorшs higher HQ of' the sitнatioп and gets f'нrtheг iпstrнctioпs. 

СопсІнsіоп 

The rnost vital of аІІ combat commodities, accordiпg to S.L.A. Marsl1all, 
is intoпnatioп. The moral is to the material three to опе , and iпf'ormatioп is 
the soLII of' morale іп combat and the balancing force іп sнccessf'нl tactics. 8 

Reconnaissaпce is coпfirming wlшt we kпow, апd learniпg what we dоп 't 
already know; to gаіп inf'ormatioп. Т11е goal ot' this chapter was to 
Lindeгstaпd that reconпaissaпce is vital to decisive action . Moreover, there is 
по sнbstitLite fог регsопаІ гeconпaissance. 

" Mш·s!Ja!l, Men Agaiпst l' ire, 92. 
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Chapter 13 Combat Patrols 

''Letthe enemy come till he's almosl c/ose enough to touciІ, then /et him have it and 
jump ou/ amfjinish l?im up Іvith your hatc!Іet . .. - Rogeгs ' Standing Oгders # 19 

А сошЬаt patrol provides secшity and either harasses, destroys, or 
captures еnешу troops, equipшeпt, ог installatioпs. The іпtепt of the сошЬаt 
patrol is to шаkе contact with the епешу апd eпgage hіш in close сошЬаt . 

This chapter will discuss the three types of combat patrols: ambush, raicl, 
ancl security. 

Aшbush Patrols 

An aшbush is а surprise attack fгош а concealed location оп а шoving or 
teшporarily halted target. 1 lt is one of the oldest and шost effective type of 
guerilla tactics. Ап aшbusl1 is condнcted іп order to reduce the eneшy ' s 

overall сошЬаt efTectiveness апd destroy his centa (Jf gravity. Ап amЬush 
lowers troop шоrаІе апd harasses the епешу force as а wІюІе . It шау 
inc]u,ie ап assault to close with and destroy the engaged еnешу force . 
Howeveг, the grouпd oЬjective does not have to Ье seized and held . 
Destruction is the рrішагу ршроsе of an aшЬush Ьecause loss of шеn (killed 
or captнred), апd Joss of' equipшent and supplies ( destгoyed or captured), 
redнces the overa\J сошЬаt etTectiveness oftl1e еnешу. 2 

Ambuslt Fundamental.\· - Sнrprise and speed, coordinated fires and 
vіоІепсе of action are the three fundaшentals of а successfнl aшbush. 

Surprise and speed- Surprise must Ье achieved or tl1e attack wi\J not Ье 
an aшbush. Surprise a\Jows the ambнsl1 force to retain control ot' the 
situatioп . The eпerny force is attacked when and wheгe апd in а шanner they 
Jeast expect, vvith explosive, aggressive torce . Cooгdinated Firepowa- All 
weapons, direct and indirect, including ш ines апd deшolitions , are 
pos itioned апd coordinated to achieve : 
І. Isolatioп ofthe kill zone in order to prevent escape and/or reinforcement. 
2. Sшprise delivery of а шurderoLJS voluшe of concentrated fiгepower into 
the kill zone in order to iпt1ict the шахішuш amoLІnt of daшage so that the 
target may Ье assaulted and destroyed. 

f/ iolence of action- Violeпce of асtіоп is explosive force directed against 
the епешу . It is both шental and physical. 

Contгol- An additional consideration for а successful ашЬнsh is coпtrol. 
Control is шaintaiпed l)y реrsоппеІ \Vitl1iп the aшbusl1 force while іп 

І FM 3-90, 5- 122. 
2 MCWP 3-ll J Scoutiпg апd Patro ll iпg, 13-3. 
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Chapter ІЗ Combat Patrols 

ambush posture. Self-discipline is required to endure unfavorable vveather 
conditions, insect bites, апсІ fatigue in ordeг to maintain tl1e requiгed level ot' 
alertпess. СопtюІ is maintaiпed during the occupation and withdrawal from 
the aшbush site. Control of аІІ aшbush еІешепts dшіпg the approacl1 oft11e 
еnешу fогсе is critical for шission sttccess. Coпtrol measures for ап aшbush 
include: 
І . Early warпing oftarget approach. 
2. Withholdiпg of fire until the шnbush сопш1шкіег iпitiates. 3 

3. Ceasiпg supportiпg fires when the ашЬнs11 iпclttlies an assault. 
4. Rapid withdrawal to а Release Point (RP). 

Categories and Types of Ambнshes 

Ambusl1es are categO!'ized as hasty ог delil1eгate, typitied as роіпt or area, 
and executed froш ап аrгау of forшatioпs , sнch as: Ііпеаr, L-shaped, V
shapeli, etc. А роіпt aшbusl1 , whetl1er iпdependeпt or part оГ ап area 
ambush, is positioпed along the target's expectecl roнte оГ арргоасІ1. А роіпt 
aшbush attacks а single kill zone. Ап area ambнsh uses multiple роіпt 
aшbushes around а central kill zопе . 

А deliberate ambнsh is one in which prior іпfогтаtіоп аЬонt the епету 
peгmits detailed plaпning before the patrol depaгts fог the ambнsh site. А 
hasty ambнsh is ап immediate reaction that is coпductecl to exploit ап 
нnexpected opportнnity . Hasty aшbusl1cs rely оп the same priпciples as the 
delibcrate but require battlc drill prccisioп in tl1c form ofSOPs. 

Т11С patrol lcalicr coпsiders the factors of МЕТТ-те, SliCh as, expected 
епету size, tcrraiп , апd troops available і п order to deteгminc the 
appropriatc category, type, апd foпnation of ambнsh to employ. Normally, 
the desircd goal of the ambнsh is а large scale expenditнrc of епету 
pet·soпnel in the kil l zопе (KZ).4 Additioпal goals may iпclude the 
destгнctioп of desigпated епету vel1icles or thc сарtше of l1igh vаІне 

iпdividнals (HVI). 
Ambush Site Selection - ТІ1е patrol lcader ttses maps and aerial 

photographs to select the ideal ambush site. When se]ecting an ambLJsh site, 
the раtюІ leader considers teгrain that will provide the fol lowing: 
• Fields of fire. 
• Саnа І izing terrain. 
• Covered roнtes ofwithlirawal for the ашЬнsh fогсе. 

3 Weapons should геmаів on sat'e шJtil iпit i ation. ТІ1і s avoids breaking поіsе discipl ine ргіог to 
і пі t і аtіоп . Т11е amlщsh Іеаdег should iпit iate wІ1еп the target is cent.eг of the kill zone. or to 
l1ave tl1 e target come to а ha lt іп t.l1e ceпter if accouпtiпg fог fo1·waпl momentum. 
' А kill zone (KZ) is tl1e І і nеа г апd vertical Ьох on tl1e OBJ \VІ1еге fires аге conceпtгate(l in 
order to isolate, fix, and destroy tl1e епеmу tогсе. 
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Chapter ІЗ Combat Patrols 

Squad Linear Aml1ush 

The Linear formation ambush is used оп roads, trails, and streams to 
place а volume of fire from the assault and support whic\1 parallel а kill zone 
road 35 to 50 meters in length. The Lineш· ambush is easy to establish and 
control. This formation positions the attack element parallel to the long axis 
ofthe killing zone and subjects the target to l1eavy flanking fire. 

Security teams displace to 
their altemate positions 
upon the initiation of the 

ambush. 

М 18s should Ье 
at least 16 М away with 
an 18" Diameter tree. а· 

you can see tlle 
claynюre, it r...a.n see you! 

LEGEND 
RIGHT-SIDE 

SEC 
М240В :М249 

+t+- ++--
В203 ф 

r 
Ml8 Claymore 

f ;~~~Юn 

70Moto~! 
!250 М Casualty , 

і at 60 Degrees ,і 

: 
І 
І 

~ 
~ф BSAvV 

ASSAULT п.. *' BR 

8 l\1EDIC B1L RP 
~----------------> 

30 :Мeters ф ATL ..:--;0·--->Ф 

r~~ 70 Meteis 

: 
r LEFТ-SШE 

'і' SEC 
фА203 

l''igure 13-1. Sчuad Linear Ambusl1. 
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Sqнad L-Shaped Ambнs/1 

The L,-Shaped foгmatioп is а variatioп of the Сіпеаr that sнbjects the 
епеmу tor·ce to enfiladiпg and iпterlockiпg fire. Іп the L-Shaped, tl1e assault 
elemeпt is placed parallel to tl1e kill zопе (iпterlockiпg fire) while the 
stІpport elemeпt is рІасе'і at the епd апd at а rigl1t aпgle (eпfiladiпg fire). 

RJGHT-SIDE 
SEC 

• В203 

ЮТ prevent fratricide, 
Security teaшs шust reшain 
ill their primary positio11s 
ш1tіІ the assault еІешенt 

ffiO\'eS to tbe LOA 

LEGEND 
М240В 
+#-
М249 

~ 

ТRPs 

• 

Ml8 Сlаупюrе 

"' 50 м Кill 
Що М Casualty 
[ at 60 Degrees 

Гіgше 13-2. Squad L-Shaped Ambush. 
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Chapter ІЗ Combat Patrols 

Squad V-Shaped Ambнsh 

The V -Shaped formation is а variation of the Linear that subjects the 
епешу force to eпfilading and interlocking fire. Іп the V -Shaped, fires are 
carefully coordinated to pгevent fratricide . Its mаіп advaпtage is that it is 
difficu lt for the taгget to detect the ambush until it has nюved well іпtо the 
kill zопе, and is ап optimal foпnation when established on high groнпd with 
tl1e enemy travelliпg uphill towards the formatioп. 
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І'іgше І З-З . Sqнa(J V-SI1aped Ambusl1. 
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Squad V-Shapcd Ambush Post Assault 

Followiпg іпіtіаtіоп ot' the ambush, Assault І assau lts through tl1e ki\1 
zопе апсІ establisl1es ап LOA, tollowed Ьу Assault 2 which does the same. 
The gun team пюvеs ЬеІ1іпd Assault 2, similaг to tl1eir actioпs during а 
squad attack апd is emplaced at the арех Ьу t\1e squad \eader. АОО proceed 
as нsual with the specialty teams c\eariпg, searchiпg, etc .. 

LEGEND 
М240В 

+++--
М249 

++--

SEC 

фА203 • ~1EDIC 
MIS Claymoie 
~·········· · ······ 

' 50 м Кill 
і 250 М Casualty ; 

at 60 Degrees / 
І 

RlJCK •••••• •••••• PLAN •••••• 

Positicшs 

after assault 

вn 
Pos.itionro for 

:·~ 
~... •. choke point at 

"r1thdra"'a1 

ASAW BSA\VA~ 
+t--8 'ііі' 

An ·~ ·"'' С ,.. .., ""' BTL , 0 : .. • '•·· ' '•·' '-·· чи ASSAL'LT 
ASSAvLT О ------ ---- ---- 6\R І 

2 AR SL 8 €)В2ОЗ 
AGe 

SUPPORT MG8 

Гіgше 13-4. Sчнаd V-SI1aped Ambusl1 Post Assault. 
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Platoon Linear (Trifecta) Ambush 

The РІаtооп Liлear foпnatioп роіпt arnbt1sl1 is used on roads, trails, апd 
streaшs to place а volurne of fire froш the assaLІlt апd support whicl1 parallel 
а kill zопе road 50 to І ОО met.ers іп length. The Liпear aшbush allows 
eпfilading fire frorn tl1e suppoгt position апd interlockiпg fire froш the 
assault positioп. The liпear is easy to establish апd control . 

Secшity teams displace to 
tJ1eir altenшte positioпs 

upo11 the іпіtіаtіоп of the 
ашЬus!І. 

'*-·····~···~·-·--

M18s shou!d Ье 
at ieast 16 М avvay vvith 
а11 18" Diarnete .. t.ree. [f 

you can see the 
c]aymore. it can. see уон! 

"' 100-250 і 
1v1etet·s ! 

і 
vV 

І 

\Vithdra\val Sequence 
Fire-iп-t!Іe-hole 1- Assault І 

Fn·e-in-the-hoJe 2- Assault 2 

sequence. 

lOOM 

LEGEND 

250 М Casualty 
at 60 Degrees / 

LEFТ-SillE 

SEC 

Figнre 13-5. РІаtооп Сіпеаr (ТгіГесtа Тесhпіqне) Ambush. 
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Platoon L-Shaped Ambush 

The L-Shaped toпnation is а variation ot' tl1e Linear that subjects tl1e 
enemy force to enfilading and iпterlocking fire. Іп tl1e L-Shaped, tJ1e assault 
elernent is pJaced paralleJ to the kil l zone (interlocking Лrе) while the 
support elerneпt is placed at tl1e end апd at а right aпgle (eпfilading fire). 
Fires are carefLІlly coordinated to prevent Гratricide. 

. еснгіtу te~шs (lisplace to 

tlteit· alteшatepositioнs 
нроа tlteiпitiatioп oHlte 

aшlюslt. 
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І'іgш·е 13-6. РІаtооп L-SI1aped Ambttsll. 
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Platoon X-Shaped Ambнsh 

The X-Shaped formation is а p\atoon level ambLІsh that faci\itates 
enfiladiпg апd iпterlockiпg fire to Ье placed оп the enemy іп either 
direction. The PL's position should enable him to 'flex' to the ambush 
element that initiates first, \vhile the seпior leader for the ambush element 
that does not initiate assшnes coпtrol of the element and provides rear 
secшity. [)istance betvveen ambush elements МЕТТ-ТС depeпdent. 

/ 
' ' 

M18s should Ье 
at. least 16 М away \V'Ith at 
least an 18" DІa.tтн::ter· tr·ee 
Ifyou see the clayшore:, 1t 

can sce youl 

lOOMetet·s <---------------------------;. RP 

LEGEND 
1\12408 
<Н+

М18 С'І~ушо1·е 

,._---·····--···· ·-··· 
1 ~омкш 

\l50 l\I C~>нnlty: 
і ~t 60 Пegrees j '• ,• 

f'їgше 13-7. Platoo11 X-SI1aped Ambнsl1. 

383 



Clшpter ІЗ Combat Patrols 

Platoon X-Shaped Ambush Post Assault 

Following initiation of the Assault І aшbush, Assault І assa\Jits through 
the kill zone and establishes an LOA, followed Ьу А Team which does the 
same. The gun teams are then ешрІасеd at the арех Ьу the рІаtооп leader. 
Another technique is to have the WSC шоvе the far side gun tеаш to the rear 
secшity ambLish (not shown). АОО proceed as LІSLtal witl1 tl1e specialty 
teams clearing, searching, etc. 

РSСТ est~l>lisiІes 

сІІоkероівtрІіОІ 

to \Vif\l(h-0\VOI 

sечпенсе 

PSG 

Po;;t ініtіаhов ot' 
еіtІІеІ ашЬнsl1, tl1e 
SL.11;-;~нше:-; ":o11t!"ol 
ofeleшeнtsнot 

ен ,gа~есІ НН(ІJноУнІе:; 

(J·е;н · secнl'ity 

\УіtІнІІ'аю11 S€-qнеш:е 

fi1 е-ін·І!Іе·Іlоіе-оне: fal' si<leTшs 
fiІ· e-iн-tlle-Jюle·t\vo: Gнн Тшs 

fil'e-iн-tlle·lюle-tlu·ee: нею· sideTшs 

А ТЕ~· І ... , ,., ·'і ··~ ,.., •• , ,., 
' • .. ... \,> \,. '··' "··· \ •• • \,< ------ ---- ----· 

ASSAlТLT 

1 
\V'SL t tPL 

Figuгe 13-8. Platoon X-Siшped Ambusl1 Post Assault. 
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Platoon K-Shaped Ambush 

The K-Shaped foпnation is а platoon level ambнsh variation ofthe Unear 
that sвbjects the enemy force to enfilading and interlocking fire. The K
Shaped allo\vs for ambigвity in the enemy situation Ьу being prepared for 
the enemy's advance in either direction. Additiona11y, the K-Shaped allows 
for the benefits of the X-Shaped withoнt having to cross the kill zone road, 
and/oг wheп terгain dictates, і.е., оп а sрш rнnniпg регрепdіснІш· to the kiJI 
zопе road. 

/ , . 
.. ~ \ 

с]аушоrе. Jt can se~ you! 

\ . 
' ' 

100-250 
!'&tet·s 

І RJGНТ-SJDE SEC 

Security teaшs advaнce 
t lo their alteшate positioнs 
! along witl1 the assault ! " eleшents. 
~ PSG establishes 

chokepoint prior 
to \vit!Jdt·a\val 

sequence. 

<:--------------------~ RP «---->ORP 
1001\І! lOOM 

Withd1·юval Sequence 
Fire-iн-the-lюle 1- Assaвlt 1 
.Fire-in-tlle-!юle 2- Assault 2 
Fire-iн-lhe-hole 3- Ош1 tшs 

+ З шinutes - Securitv 

! 100-250 
.V Metet"S 

І LEFТ-SIDE 

SEC 

Figuгe 13-9. РІаtооп K-SI1aped Ambus\1. 
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Platoon Z-Shaped Aшbush 

The Z-Shaped formation is а platoon level ambLІsh variatioп of the Linear 
that is LІsed on roads, trails, апd stгeams with mLІitiple bends which afford 
enfilading as well as flaлking tire. ln the Z-Shaped ambush, fires are 
carefully coordinated to prevent fratricide. 

LEGEND 
JІЛ :240В 

~ 

І 
RIGIП-SIDE 

SECURITY 

А 

і 100-250 

ORP 

Secшity tenшsdisplnce to 
tІІеіІ· nlteІІІatepositioпs 

нр оп іпіtіаtіоп oft\1e 
ашЬпslІ ;1 

lOOM// 

.:' 
RP 

lOOM /'1 
/ 

! Meteгs 
і 

-.:.- ASSAПLT 1 WSL ,.,: 

FigtJre 13-10. Platoon Z-SI1aped A111bLІsl1 . 
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Area Ambush 

In the area ambush, squads deploy in two ог nюre related point ambushes 
as part of а platoon or higher. The рІаtоол may conduct an area ambLІsh as 
part of а сатраnу offensive or defensive p!an, or it may coлdLІct а роілt 
ambush as part of а company area ambLІsh (See Figшe 13-11 ). The platoon 
is the smallest level to condLІct an area ambush. Point ambLІshes are 
established along the trails or other escape routes leading away from the 
central kill zone. 

f'igure 13-ll. РІаtооп Агеа Ambнsh. 

The target, whetl1er а sing!e group or several groups approaching from 
different diгections, is peпnitted to move to the ceпtral kill zone. Outlying 
ambushes (іо not attack нnless discoveгed. The ambush is iпitiated wheп the 
tш·get moves іпtо t.he central kill zone. When the target Ьreaks contact and 
attempts to disperse, escaping portions are iпtercepted апd destгoyed L1y the 
oнtlying ambushes. The mнltiple coпtacts acl1ieve increased casLІalties, 

haгassmeпt, алd coпfusion. 

The PL considers the factors of МЕТТ-ТС to deteпnine the best 
employment of the \.veapons squad . Не noгmally locates the mediшn 
machiпe guпs with the suppoгt e]emeпt іп tl1e pгincipal amЬush site. Squads 
respoпsible f'or outlyiпg amЬнshes do поt initiate their amЬushes uпtil the 
central amЬнsh has Ьееп initiated. They then engage to preveпt enerny 
forces from escapiпg the principal ambLІsh or reinforcing the amЬushed 
torce. 
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Anti-armor Ambush 

Patrols condLІct anti-arnюr ambushes to destroy aпnored vehicles. The 
patrol leader coпsiders the followiпg wІ1еп planning ап anti-aпnor aшbusl1. 
Decisive to this type of ambLІsh is the positioп ing of the arшor-killer tеаш , 

which is bLІilt arouпd the шал portable antitank wеароп (МА W) systeш 
(Carl Gustav, Dragon, А Т4, etc ). The patrol leader carefully positions аІІ 
anti-arшoг weapons to ensLІre the best slюt (геаr, flank, ог top ). The 
reшaindeг of tl1e squad or platoon nшst fLІnction as sLІpport and security 
eleшents in the same way tl1at they do for other сошЬаt patrols. 

The patro\ Іеаtіег selects а site for the aшbLІsh that restгicts tl1e moveшent 
of aпnored veh icles out of the ki 11 zone (for ехашрІе, а bгidge or саnа І ized 
part of а road). The 1еаtіег should atteшpt to рІасе his eletnents so tl1at ап 
obstacle is bctweeп theш and thc kill zone (See Figшe 13-12). 

І'їgше 13- 12. РІаtооп Апtі-апnог AmbltSil. 

The patгol \eader shoнld consider the шethod for initiating the anti-arшor 
ашЬнsh. ТІ1е preferred шethod is to use а coшшand-detonated anti-arпюr 
mine placed in the kill zone. ТІ1е МА W can Ье used to initiate the ambLІsh , 

bLІt its signatнгe and slow rate of fire шаkе it less tiesiгable. Adtiitiona11y, 
security еІешепts must consider disnюuпted avenLІes of approach into the 
ambush site. 

Jnitiation - The шmor-killeІ· team attempts to kill the fiгst and last 
vehicles in tl1e colшnn, if possible. дІІ other weapons open fire овсе the 
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ambush Jшs begun. If' the kill zone is within range ot' Jight aпti -aпnor 

\veapons, each soldier tires опе during the ambus/1 . ТІ1е patrol leader mнst 
coпsider how the presence of dismounted еnешу t'orces with aгmored 
vehicles will affect the stJccess of his ambush. The leader's choices iпclude : 

• lnitiate the ambush as planned. 
• Withdraw without initiating the aшbush. 
• lnitiate the ambush using only automatic weapons without firiпg aпti

armor weapons. 

Весанsе of the speed wit/1 wl1icl1 other aпnoreti foгces c<m геіnt'огсе the 
enemy in the ambнsh site, the !eader shoн!d p!an to keep the engagement 
s!юrt, аші the withdгawal rapid. As in other amЬнshes, tl1e patrol may or 
may not clear through tl1e kill zone. 

Baited-Trap Ambush 

А variatioп of the area ambнsh is the baited trap version where а сепtгаІ 
kil!ing zone is established а!опg tl1e target's route of' approach. Роіпt 

ambushes аге established а!опg the routes over which re!ieving or 
reinforcing нnits \Vii! have to approach. The target in the central ki!! zопе 
serves as bait to lure relieving or reinforciпg uпits into the ki!!iпg zones of 
the oнtlying ambнshes . The outlying point aшbushes пееd поt Ье stroпg 
enoнgh to destгoy their targets . They шау Ье sma\1, harassing aml)ushes that 
de!ay, disorganize, and eat away the target Ьу successive contacts (See 
Figuгe 13-13). 

1. Enemy coiuum is aшbusl1ed. 
2. Enemy relief' force is aшbushed as it : 
atteшpted to reach ambusl1ed f'orce . 
3. Outlyiнg aшbusl1 sites harass алd 
iлflict casнaities on enemy relief force 
'vІІісІІ Ішs takeп tl1e "bait' Ьу сотnіпg 
ro t!Jc aid oftl1c arпbпsl•e<i torcc. 

\ 

Figшe 13-13. Baited-Trap Ambush. 
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Ambush Sequence of· Eveпts 

The following seqtJence of eveпts chronologically outliпe а typical 
ambнsh patrol. The раtгоІ occupies an objective rally point (ORP) and calls 
higher passiпg tl1e bгevity code for ORP occtJpieti. The раtгоІ leader (PL) 
then prepares for the condнct of his leadet·'s reconnaissance Ьу first 
checking men, weapons, аші equipmrnt (MWE). Once MWE is сошрІеtе, 

the РІ.., issues а 5 point contingency рІап to the assistant patгol leader (АРІ.") . 

Using tl1e acronym GOTW А, tl1e 5 point contingency plan is given as 
follows: 
G - Where tl1e leader is CIOING. 
О - OTHERS І1е is taking witl1 him. 
Т - ТІ МЕ І1е рІапs to Ье gone. 
W - WHAT to do ifthe Іеаdег is not back in tіше. 
А - ТІ1е нnit's and the lcadeг's ACTJONS on cl1at1cc contact while Н1е 
leadcr is gопс. Additionally, the PL gives specitic gніtіапсе stating what 
tasks are to Ье accomplished in tl1e ORP in his absence, sнch as: dissemiпatc 
the 5 point, moпitor the radio at аІ І times, and keep everyoпc a>vake. 

Leщfer's Reconuaissance jor ШІ Ambus/1 Objective - The PL coпdнcts а 
reconnaissaпce of tl1e tentative ambнsh site >Vith tl1e minimшл amoнnt ot· 
регsоnпеІ while нsіпg stealth. After emplaciпg the SLtrveillance overwatch 
(SO) teatл, tl1e PL moves f'orward to pinpoint the objective. The acronym 
PINPOINT assists іп remembering critical steps. 

Р - Ріпроіпtіпg the OBJ and veгitying its оvегаІІ sнitability, і.е. analyziпg 

tl1e terraiп to ensшe its acceptability. ТІ1е ambush site should Ье generally а 
tlat table-top like surface ot'35 to 50 meters of нsable kill zone (KZ). 
І - ldeпtity left, ceпter, апd rigl1t taгget геfеrепсе points (TRP) for tl1e KZ to 
enable cooгdinated fiгes. 
N - No obstacles should Ье present from the teпtative assaн lt Ііпе to the 
І imit of advance (LOA). An obstacle, such as а f'allen tree, \voнld impe(Je 
the progress of'the assaнlt. 
Р - Роіпt онt two claymore trees whicl1 optimally shoн!d Ье 18" in diameter 
and at least 16 meters fi"om the teпtative assaнlt line to prevent any potential 
fratricide resulting fi"om the back-blast of'the claymore. Іп the eveпt sнitable 
claymore trees are uпavailable, the claymoгes must Ье etnplaced at tl1e 
fнllest exteпt possible that the wire >viii allow, і.е. ЗО meters. 
О - 0\'erall, the potential KZ teгrain slюн!d offer а clear field of fire to 
maximize the ef'fects of сІаупюге and small aгms fire (SAF). 
І -ldentity suitable support and assault positions. Based оп intelligeпce апd 
/ог prol1ability, the РІ. shoнld ideпtify а SLtppoгt position tl1at will ef'f'ect 
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eпfiladiпg fire апd cover tl1e eпtirety of' the KZ. Aclditioпally, the support 
positioп should Ье placed at least а meter іп f'roпt of' the assault Ііпе in order 
to achieve the desired etfects of' fire as well as а 15 degree surf'ace danger 
zопе - SDZ (see page 459) . After ideпtif'yiпg the sнpport position, t.he 
PL shoнld епsше that his assaнlt element will have sнitable cover and 
сопсеаішепt, апd eпough room to accommodate tl1e eпtire assaнlt 

elemeпt . Optimally, thet·e shoнld Ье З to 5 meters between each assaнlter. 
N - No deadspace pгesent. The PL shoнld епsше t.hat his KZ is voili of' 
deadspace, і.е. terrain that obscшes direct fire. This coнld Ье ditches 
aloпgside the KZ, or deпse vegetation, like а dra\v. 
Т- Tгavel to гессе left and right side secшity. Afteг veгif'yiпg the suitability 
of' the potential KZ, the РІ. checks in witl1 the SO element апd travels to 
гессе sнitable security positions to tl1e left and right of the KZ. Security 
positions s!юuld take into account two f'actot·s ; early warнiпg and adequate 
back-blast area for the АТ-4. Additionally, during the pгocess of'the leader' s 
recon of the OBJ, the РС shou!d: mаіпtаіп secшity, поіsе апd light 
discip!ine, апd avoid paralleling the KZ road. 

Overall, duriпg the lealiers' recon ofthe objective, the РС : 

І . Eпsuгes the leadet·'s recon party moves undetected. 
2. Coпfїrms suitability of' assault and support positioпs, апd routes to алd 
f'rom the ORP/RP. 
З . Selects position of each wеароп system іп support Ьу flre positioп, theп 
desigпates sectors of' fire . 
4 . Adjusts !1is рІап based оп іпГо f'rom the recoпnaissaпce апd confiпns tl1e 
ambusl1 Гormatioп to Ье employed, і . е . , Liпear, C-Slшped, etc. 

Assistant Patrol Leader (APL) Actions- During the leadeгs' rесоп f'or the 
objective, the АРС has the fol!ovviпg critical tasks: 
І . The APL maintains security and supervises priorities of work іп the ORP. 
2. Reestablishes secuгity at tl1e ORP. 
З . Dissemiпates the PLs contingeпcy р!ап. 

4. Conducts/oversees the preparatioп of men, weapons, апd equipment 
(MWE) in the follov.'ing oгder : secшity , sLtpport, and assault. 

Emplacement oj'Ambuslt - The PL гeturns with his recon party to the ORP, 
conflt-ms the plan or issues а FRAGO, and a!lows suboгdinate leadeгs time 
to disseminate the plan, then leads tl1e patrol to occupy the геаІеаsе point 
(RP). 

Ambuslt Objective Occupation - At the RP, the РІ- halts the patrol anli 
ensures both security teams (left апd right side) have radio equipment аші 
issнes tl1em а EW АС bt·ief: 
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Engagement criteria. ТІ1е secшity team is remindeti of' the engagement 
criteria in order to ensure the patroi doesп 't tire upon а f'orce too Jarge. The 
standard is normaiiy а І to З ratio . For exampie, ti1e engagement criteria tor 
an ambush patroi consistiпg of' І 2 men would coпsist of' tour personnel and 
а light-skiппed vehicle. 
Withdrawal. Security teams move back to the release point (RP) after the 
blast of' the demolitioп charge or aftet· waitiпg three minutes f'ollow iпg the 
" fire-in-tl1e-hole three" ca!J. 
Abort criteria. This is met Ьу an arrival of' an enemy quick reaction f'orce 
(QRF) or tl1e receipt of' indirect fire (IDF). 
Compromise. If' the secшity team is detected it conducts fire and maneнver 
back to the RP. 

Additionally, during tl1e OPOR[), security teams shoнid Ье given reportiпg 
instructioпs: upon visнal , secшity teams positively ideпtif'y approaching 
element as threat, апd give the РС ал alert brief· coлsisting of' the size and 
speed of' the approachiлg f'orce. F-'or example: ''Pl .. , this is right-sitie secнrity, 

we have оле vehicle with two persoпnel moviлg at 5 mph, over." 

Actions оп tl1e Objectil'e - From the RP, tl1e PL emplaces the security 
teaш(s) tirst, securiпg the tlanks of' tl1e ambush site, and providiпg eariy 
wamiпg. ТІ1е security element must Ье in position betore tl1e support and 
assaнlt elements move forward of" the release point. An additioпal secшity 
team remains in the ORP if" the patrol plans to return to tl1e ОН.Р аЛ:еr 

actions on tl1e objective. If' tl1e ORP is abaпcloned, а rear security team 
slюulcl Ье emplaced. Next, tl1e PL emplaces the support element and assigns 
secto1·s of' tire. ТІ1е PL and team leader(s) emplaces tl1e assault element and 
assigns sectors of tire for each man using the acronym SP ARC: 

S- Sector of tire. 
Р- Priority of targets. 
А- Assaнlt lane. 
R - Rate of tire. 
С - Conceal posit ion. 

ТІ1е РС and team leader(s) ешрІасе ciaymores and oL)stacles as designated . 

lnitiation о_( АтЬиsІІ - The secшity elemeпt spots tl1e елету and notities 
the PL, шкі reports tl1e direction of пюvement, size оГ the target, and алу 
spec ial weapoлs or eqнipmeпt carried. The security element also keeps the 
patгolleader intoпned if any enemy forces are following the lead force . 
І. ТІ1е РС then alerts otl1er elements, and determines if the enemy force is 
too Iarge, or if'the ambнsh сал engage the enemy SLІccessfully . 
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2. The PL initiates the arnbush нsing Н1е highest casualty prodнciпg wеароп 
опсе І1е deterшiпes the еnешу to Ье in the center ofthe kill zone (KZ). 
For ехашрІе, tl1e PL's РАСЕ plan for iпitiation could Ье: 

Р- Primary: М 18 СІаушоrе mіпе. 
А- Altemate: М240В rnachiлegun. 
С- Contingency: PL's weapon firing. 
Е - Eшergency: Pl .. yells "fit·e"! 

3. The PL ensнres that the assaнlt апd support еІешепts deliver fire \Vith the 
heaviest, шost accurate volшne possible оп the enerny in the KZ. Іп limited 
visibility, the PL may use iпfrared Jasers to fшther сіеfіпе specific targets іп 
the KZ. 
4. Prior to assaulting the target, the РІ. gives the sigпal to sl1ift or cease fires, 
апd сощінсts an abbreviated SCCS. 
5. The assault elernent: 
• If needed, reestablishes tl1e chain of сошmапd, rе-шапs key \Vеароп 

systems. 
• fлads fresh шagazines or drtІrns using the buddy systeш. 
• Assaнlts before the remaiпing eпerny сап react. 
• lJses iпdividнal moveшent techniques or bounds Ьу fire teams. 
• Kills or captнres eпerny іп the kill zone. 
• lJpoп reacl1iпg the limit of" advaпce, halts апd establishes security. 
• АСЕ repoгts will Ье sнbmitted througl1 tl1e chain of commaпd. 

б. ТІ1е PL will sнbmit an iпitial coпtact гeport to higher. 
7. The PL directs special teams епешу prisoпer of war (EPW) search, aid 
апd litter, апd demo to accomplish tl1eir assigned tasks опсе the assaнlt 

elemeпt has establis!1ed its LOA. Bodies that have been searched shoнld Ье 
marked to епsнrе the area is thoroughly covered. 
8. Once the kill zопе is cleared, the РІо directs any EPWs Ье collected and 
secured and moYed онt. ofthe kill zопе. Lftl1e patroJ has EPWs, the РС шау 
coordinate for ап EPW exchange point to link up \Vith higher to extract 
them. The PL >УіІІ ensure that EPWs are treated in accordaпce with the five 
Ss: Search, Silence, Segregate, Safegнard, Speed to tl1e rear, and Tag. EPWs 
shoнld Ье searched from one side to the other. 
9. The РІ., ensшes EPW ащі seaгch teams identify, collect, апсі рrераге all 
equipment to Ье сапіеd back or destгoyed. 
l О. Лпу friendly casualties will Ье evacuateci апd treated first, then enemy 
woнnded, time permitting. 
!І. The РС ensнres demolition teams prepare LінаІ pгimed explosives or 
iпcentiiary grenades and await l1is sigпal to initiate. 
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12. The PL directs the unit's withdrawal from tl1e ambusl1 site. Elernents 
noгmally withdravv in the reverse order that they established their positions. 
The security elements are the last to withdrawal. The elements may retuгn to 
the RP or directly to the ORP, depending on the distance betweeп elemeпts . 

ІЗ . lf possible, all elemeпts should retLІrп to the locatioп at which they 
separated fгom the main Ьосіу. This location usually is the RP. 
14. The APL directs actions at the RP, to inclLІde accountability ofpersoппel 
аш.і equipment аші recovery ofrucksacks and other eчtІipment. 
15. The patrol departs tl1e objective area and moves to а safe location (по 
less thaп опе kilorneter or one terrain feature a>vay from the objective) and 
dissemiпates informatioп. 

16. lf plaпned or required, the Pl. executes iпdirect fїres to cover the patrol ' s 
withdrawal. 

Raid Patrols 

А raid is а surprise attack which iпvolves а swift entry into hostile 
territory to destroy installations, gather intelligence, liberate captured 
persoпnel , ш1tі to kill or capture persoпnel . Raid patrols retain tепаіп just 
long enough to accomplish the intent, and are governed Ьу four 
fundamentals : Sllrprise and speed, coordiпated fires, vіоІепсе of action, апd 
а plaпned witl1drawal. 5 The patrol initiates the raid Nl. Т the time specified 
іп tl1e order, surprises the епеmу, assaults the oЬjective, and accomplisl1es 
its assigned missioп within the commander' s іпtепt. The patrol does not 
become decisively eпgaged enrotІte to tl1e objective, obtains а ІІ available 
PIR and continues follow on operatioпs. 

Raid Sequence of Events- The patrol moves to апd occupies tl1e ORP ІА W 
the patrol SOP. ТІ1е patrol prepares for the leader' s reco11. The PL, squad 
leaders, and selected persoпnel conduct а leader' s rесоп . Noпnally, the 
security elemeпt ассошрапіеs the PL апd is emplaced during the leaders ' 
recoппaissance of the objective. The followiпg seqtІeпce of events 
chroпologically OtІtline а raid : 
І . PL leaves а five-poiпt coпtingency рІал with the PSG . 
2. PL establishes the RP, piпpoints tl1e objective, contacts the PSG to prep 
men, weapons, and eqtІipment, emplaces the surveil laпce team to observe 
the objective, апd verifies апd uptiates intelligence information. Uроп 
emplacing the surveillance team, the Pl., will provide а five-poiпt 

contingency рІап. 

5 J'M 3-21.1 О, 8-40. 
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3. Leader's recon verities locatioп of апd routes to secuгity, support, and 
assault positions. 
4. Security teams are brought forward оп the leader's recoплaissance and 
eшplaced before the leade1·'s recon !eaves the RP. 
5. Leadeгs coпdLІct the rесоп withoLІt compromisiпg the patrol. 
6. Leaders normally rесоп support-by-fire position first, then the assault 
positioп. 

Based upon tl1e leader's recon, the РІ., confirms, lieпies, or пюdifies his 
plan апd issues iпstructions to his sqLІad leaders. Additioпally, the РІ., 

assigns positioпs a11d withdrawal routes to all eleme11ts, аші desig11ates 
co11trol шeasures оп the objective (еІеше11t objectives, assaLІit lanes, limits 
ofadvance, target refere11ce points, restгictive fire Іі11е, anll assaLІlt line). 

Emplacement - the PL directs security eleme11ts to occupy desig11ated 
positio11s, moviпg uпdetected i11to positio11s that provide early wamiпg a11d 
can seal ofT the objective from outside suppoгt or reinforceme11t. А 
teclшiqLІe is Гоr the PL to take the security elemeпt with him 011 tl1e leader's 
recon to Ье emplaced sometime ciuriпg ог after the гесоn. 
7. The PL І support element leader (usually tl1e Weapons Squad Leadeг) 
moves the support е\ешепt to designated positions. The support e\ement 
\eader ensures his e\ement can place well aimed tlre on the objective (See 
Figш·e 13-14; see SHIFT FIRE асrопуш 011 page 502). 

"''о 
Security 

\{Хй57 
,/\} 

~ SEC1 

в81~/1/В 

l·'igure І 3-14. Raid Emplaced. 
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8. The PL moves with the assau\t e\ement іпtо the assault positioп . The 
assault positioп is погтаlІу the Jast coveгed апd сопсеаІеd position before 
reacl1iпg the objective (See RAID асrопуш on pagc 502). As it осснріеs the 
assault positioп the assau\t elemeпt deploys іпtо its assault foпnation; that. is, 
its sqLІads апd fire teшns deploy іп order to рІасе the bulk of theiг firepower 
to the froпt dшіпg the assaLІlt of the objective. 
9. The PL cl1ecks \Vith SO, eпsures that the assau\t positioп is close eпough 
fог immediate assault ifthe assault elemeпt is detecteti early. 

RaM Соттепсетепt- Element leaders іпfоrш the Pl. vvhen theiг elemeпts 
аге іп positioп апd ready. The raid wi\1 coшmence either оп а tіше hack, the 
P\) s сотшапd, ог on sоше other meaпs such as сошшепсешепt of 
рrерІаппеd intiirect fiгes. 
І О. The PL directs tf1e suppoгt e\eшent to 1їrе ( dcstruction raiti). 
11. lJpoп gаіпіпg fїre superiority, thc PL tiirccts tl1e assaнlt elcmeпts 

(Assault І шкі 2) to пюvе towaгd the objective. 
12. Breaching tеаш moves Гorwaгd to coпduct breach if пeccssary (SOSRA: 
Suppress, ОЬsсше, Sесш·е, Reduce, Assau\t). 
ІЗ. Assault еІсшепt holds Л ге uпtil eпgaged , or uпtil ready to peпetrate the 
objective. 
14. PL signals the sнpport e\ement to ''sl1it"t, lif't, and/oг cease tїres." The 
suppoгt elemeпt lifts or shifts fires as directed, sl1if'ting tїre to the flaпks ot' 
targets or areas as directed in the Ff{AGO (See Figurc 13-15). 

~\ .. 

r~GQ 1otll11; 1, 
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!'їgше 13- 15. Raid Commeпcement. 
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Actions at Breaclt Points (SOSRA)- The following sequence is а techniqLІe 
tor conducting а simultaneous Ьгеасh on а wire obstacle: нроn sнpport ' s 

iпitiation, breacl1 teams пюvе to emplace charges; usiпg the acronym 
SOSRA: Sнppress, Obscure, Sесше, Redнce, and Assaнlt. Local SBF teams 
oveгwatch the breach team ' s approacl1 and fire if necessary -Sнppress (See 
Figure 13-16 А thгoнgl1 Е), only if breach team is fired нроп, so as to retaiп 
surprise. 
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l'igLІre ІЗ-І бА. SLІpp1·ession. 

Breach tcams tl1cn dcploy smokc grcna(ics insidc the objective's oнter 
dcfeпsive wire in order to оЬsсше епеmу observation - ObscLJre (Sce Figшe 
13-168), апd emplace explosive chargcs -Sесше (Sec FigLІre 13-16С), апd 
ifpossible initiate firing devices simultaпeously, апd nюve to predetennincd 
covcr іп ordcr to avoid blast. fragmentation. Upon thc explosioп (Sce Figшc 
13-16D), breach teams nюve back to their perspective Ьrcach poiпts and 
спsше tl1ey l1ave atTected cntгy (Redнce). If t.he SBF positioп's SDZ 
permits, the PL shoLІld have the gнпs shift tire to their пехt target/phase Ііпе 
uроп tl1e brcach cxplosioп . This maximizes sнrprise, as well as provides а 
definitive shift fire commaпcl. 
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If' а sqнad has а f'ailed breach, it 
flows t!н·ougl1 the otheг breach 
point (See flgure 13-ІбЕ). ТІ1е 

tirst two men throнgh tl1e breach 
points gain а f'oot ІюІd insicie tl1e 
wire and fire сусІіс to enable the 
assaнlt eleшent ' s entry. Assault 
Sl]tІati leatiers will tl1en conduct 
fire and maneuvet· throнgh the 
objective. 

15. As the platoon, or its assault element, moves onto the objective, it IntІst 
increase the volнme and accuracy of' fires. 
16. Sчнаd leaders assign specif'ic targets or objectives for their fіге teaшs. 
Only ;vhen these direct fiгes keep the enemy suppressed сап the rest of' tl1e 
unit таnенvег. 
І 7. The support elcmeпt continues to lift or shift Лres as tiirected as tl1e 
assatІ!t elements fire апd maпeuver throtІgh the ot1jective (Figure ІЗ -17). 

= ..... . ... 
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--~ ; '·-...~ 

r;~"'1 --r--- ·-· ·-1д .•. ':'~ ' 
~~~ . :.~ ·~ в в !І/1)8·-...... , .. 

f' i gliГe 13-17. Т11е Assaн l t Pгocess. 

A.нaulting ТlmmgiІ tl1e Ob]ective - As the assauJt e lemeпt gets closer to 
the епету, tl1ere is more emphasis оп suppressioп апd less on manetІver. 

lJltimately, all but опе f'ire team may Ье suppressiпg to allow that опе fire 
team to Ьreak into the enemy position. ThrotІghout thc assatІ!t, propcr 
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individual rnovement teclшiques are used, and tire teams гetain, as much as 
possible, their basic sha11ov.' >vedge tormatioп. 
18. Assault elemeпt assaults thгoнgl1 the objective to the designated limit of 
advance (LOA). 
19. Assaнlt element Jeaders establish local secнrity aloпg the LOA, and 
coпsolidate and reorgaпize as пecessary. ТІ1еу provide АСЕ герогts to the 
PL. and PSG. 

\9ій'7 
/\/ 

Figure І 3-18. Post Assault Procedures. 

-.. __ _ 

·-~·- -~~ - ·· , 

Post Assault Procellиres - The platoon establisl1es secшity positioпs, 

operates key weapoпs, І'eliistт i bute аmпшпіtіоп апlі sнppl i es, pгovilies first 
aki , апd prepares wounlieli personnel for MEf.JEV АС. The РІ .. adjusts 
positions to епsше шutual st!pport. The squad anli team leaders provi(ie 
ammunition, casнalty, anli equipment (АСЕ) reports to the рІаtооп Іеаdег. 
ТІ1е PL!PSG гeorgaпizes the patrol if пecessary . 

20. On orlier, spec ial teaшs accomplisl1 all assigпeli tasks нnder the 
sнpervis ioп оГ the РІ~, who posit i oпs I1imself where he сап best сопtгоІ 
actions . 
2 І. Special team leadeгs report to PL wheп assigпed tasks агс completc. 

Witlulrmval Sequence - On orlieг from tl1e PL, the assault element 
w ithdrav.'s from the objective using prearraпgeli signals . Platooп leadership 
eпsures an orgaп ized withdгawal that maiпtains control апd secшity is 
coпdнcted . In the eveпt of' casнalties, POWs, and EPWs, the PL will епsuге 
tl1ey are evacнated prior to the withdгa>va] апd \Vitl1 adeqнate secнrity. PSG 
will eпsure casнalties are treated and \Vii i iпitiate MEDEV АС procedнres (9 
Line) . 
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22. PL calls "Fire-in-the-hole-one," the assault one elemeпt bouпds back 
nеаг the original assault line, and torms а single fїІе withdrawal through tl1e 
PSG's choke point. АІІ assaulters must move through the choke point for an 
ассшаtе count. 
23. Once the assaнlt one eleшent is а safe distance frotn the objective and 
the headcouпt is coпtїrmed, the PL calls "Fire-iп-the-hole-two,' ' and assault 
two withdraws in the same maпner as assault опе. If the suppoгt eleшents 
were а рагt ot' the assault Ііпе, they witlкiraw togetl1er, then security is 
signaled to withdгaw. 
24. Опсе assault tvvo is а safe distance off the objective, tl1e РІ- calls " l~їre

in-the-lюle-three," at whicl1 time the tіешоІ і tіоп team(s) апtі tl1e PL with his 
party withdгaw through the сІюkе point. 
25 . ТІ1е PL ensures all '' rїre-iп-the-lюle" calls are simultaneoнsly delivereti 
over the radio for the security elements situatioпal awareпess. 

26. Techniqнe dependent, tl1e support шау сопtіnне to осснру their positioп 

нntil аІІ assault еІешепts have withdrawn or нроn а tіше standard, і . е. , 

reшain in рІасе uпtil two miпutes following "Fire-in-the-hole-three." 
27. Secuгity teaшs withdraw as per base ortier, і.е . , "Fiгe-in-the-hole-tl1ree" 

рІнs а certain tіше І ішіt (3-5 minutes). АІІ secшity teaшs link нр at the RP 
апd пotity the platoon Jeader Ьеfоге шоvіпg to the ORP. 
28. Personпel retнrniпg to the ORP iшmediately secure their equipmeпt and 
establish аІІ roнnd secuгity . Once the security eleшent returпs, the рІаtооп 
moves онt ofthe objective area as sооп as possiblc, noпnally іп two to three 
minнtes. Leaders repot·t нpdated accountaL)ility and statнs (АСЕ repoгt) to 
the PL ащі PSG. 
29. Squads witl1draw troш the RP as directed in tl1e operatioпs order. Опсе 
at the ORP, Jeaders accouпt tor personne! апd equipшeпt, theп prepare to 
пюvе qнickly, as а рІаtооп, to the secшity l1alt to dissemiпate iпtormatioп 
>vhere they will redistгibнte ашшнnіtіоп and eqнipmeпt as reqнired апd 
report шission ассошрІіsІ1шепt to higher аІопg witt1 апу IR/PIR gathered 
and continue tl1e шіssіоп . The secшity ha!t to disseшinate i nfoпnation oнght 

to Ье по less than опе шajor teгrain featшe away ot· опе kiloшeter froш the 
objective. 

Security Patrols 

А third type of сошЬаt patro!s that а uпit ша у ешрІоу , secшity patгols, 

are used in proximity to defensive positioпs, on the flaпks of advancing 
uпits or іп rear areas. The pнrpose for secшity patюls are to tietect 
infїltratioп Ьу the епешу, destroy infiltrators, апd protect agaiпst surprise 
and ашЬнsh. Secшity patrols preveпt sнгprise of the шаіn botiy Ьу screeniпg 
to the front, flank, and rеаг of tl1e шаіп botiy апd detecting and destroying 
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enemy forces in the !оса! area. Security patrols do not operate beyond the 
range ot' communication and sнpporting fires from the main body; especially 
nюrtar fires , because they nOimally operate for limited periods of time, and 
are combat oriented. 

АІІ of the pгocedures presented in previoнs sections are to Ье нsed іп 

secнrity patrols. Secшity patrols are employed both when the main body is 
stationary and when it is nюviпg. When the main body is stationary, the 
secшity patrol prevents епеmу infiltratioп , reconпaissaпce, or attacks. When 
tl1e main body is moving. tl1e security patrol preveпts the нnit fгom being 
ambushed or comiпg into surprise сІшпсе coпtact. Withiп rear areas, ап 
iпegular patterп of patrol is established апd changed daily. Outside of 
friendly lines it wottld Ье prudeпt to establish а definite preplanned route for 
tl1e patrol, of which all adjaceпt вnits kпow tl1e route. The pareпt вnit 

cotшnaпder establishes f'reqвent checkpoiпts for сопtгоІ. If check points are 
designated, the patrol Іеаdег treats them as individнal objectives to Ье 

searched and cleared. 6 

СопсІнsіоn 

The intent of' this chapter was to provide tl1e SF soldier witl1 а thorougЬ 
uпderstanding of ambus\1 апd raid patrols. In combat, the risks that are 
впdertakeп are accepted in proportioп to wlшt is uпderstood of' the 
importance of the uпdertakiпg . Апd combat patrols seek to cripple the 
епеmу Ьу harassing, destroyiпg, or capturiпg епеmу troops, equipmeпt, or 
iпstallatioпs. 

'' MCWP 3-11.3 Scoutiпg апd РаtІ·о11іпg , 13-8. 
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"Befot·e .vou /em•e you1· encampment, semi ou/ sma/l paгties І о scou/І'Oumi іІ, /о see 
i/theгe he а пу аррешапсе m· Ігасk cif' an enemy that miкht I1Cive her.:n пеш· уои 

,/ш·ing the nigfІІ. " -- Rogcrs' 28 Rнlcs ot' Ranging # 17 

А patrol base (РВ) is а position set up when tl1e patrol нnit halts for ап 
extended period. When t11e нnit tnust fшlt for а long time іп а рІасе not 
protected Ьу fгiendly tгoops, it takes active and passive secнrity measнres. 
ТІ1е time the patrol base may Ье occupied depeпds оп tl1e пееd tor secrecy. 
It shoнld Ье occupied опІу as Іопg as пecessary, but not tor nюre tІшп 24 
hoнrs - except in an emergency. The нnit should not use the same patrol 
base more tl1an once. РаtгоІ bases are typically нsed: 
• То avoid detectioп Ьу eliminating movement. 
• То hide а unit dнring а long detailed recoппaissance. 
• То peгtorm maiпtenaпce on weapoпs, eqнipment, to eat and rest. 
• То plan апd issue ordeгs. 
• То гeorganize after· i пfiltrating an enemy area. 
• То establisl1 а base fгom which to execute several consecutive or 

concurreпt operatioпs. 

Site Selection - ТІ1е РС selects the tentative sit.e f'гom а map or Ьу aerial 
reconпaissance . Т11е site's sнitability must Ье coпtlrmed апd secнred betore 
tl1e tmit moves into the area. Plans to establish а patrol base nшst include 
selecting ап alternate patrol base site. The alteгnate site is нsed if' the first 
site is нnsuitable or if the patrol nшst нnexpectedly cvacuate the fiгst patrol 
base. 

Ceaders planпing for а patrol base must consitier the mission and passive 
and active secнrity measшes that will Ье employed. А patrol base (РВ) шust 
Ье locateti so it allows the нnit to accomplish its mission. 
Selection criteria should inclнde: COOLANT 

С - Cover and concealment. 
О- O!Tnaturallincs of' dril't. 
О- Out of sight, soнnd, апd small arms lire raпge of· objective. 
L- Large enoнgh to accornmodate the eпtire patrol . 
А- Af'tords а def'eпse tor а short period ot'time. 
N- Near а source ot' VІ'ater. 
Т - Tougl1 terraiп that impedes maпeнver/movemeпt. 

Additional РВ selectioп criteria iпcludes: 
• А void kпo\VIl or suspected eпerny positioпs. 
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• Avoid bui1t up агеаs. 
• Avoid ridges and hilltops , except as needed Гог maintaining 

cotшnunications. 

• А void smal1 valleys. 
• А void roads and trai1s. 

Patгo1s conduct patro1 base activities іп two phases, occupatioп апd 

орегаtіоп. 

Reconnaissance and Occupation оІ Patrol Base - The РС coпducts а 
1eader's recon t'or tl1e teпtative РВ. lt is reconnoitered апd occupied in tl1e 
same manner as ап ORP, with tl1e exception that tl1e patro1 wi11 typically 
p1an to enter at а 90 degree tum. ТІ1е РС Jeaves а two-man ОР at the turn, 
and the patrol covers апу tшcks from the turn to the РВ (Figure 14- І). 
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/0іgше 14-1. Leader' s І<.есоnпаіssапсе ofa Platooп Patml Base. 

The platoon moves іпtо tl1e РВ . Squad sized patrols will gепегаІ Іу осснру 

а circ1e shaped perimeteг; platoon sized patrols will generally occupy а 
tгiaпgle shaped perimeter (flgure І 4-2). The РІ- and another designated 
Іеаdег iпspect and acljust tl1e епtіге perimeter as necessary. 
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І '' SчшІСІ ~, Онн J ін tпнl 
І О<)' clock C.\<f_ -_ ---------------------------------------------------------Ф"""""'ое=-=-..., ... ~-=-.-=---о-е: е 

'J:I'Id Sчна<І gtш ін tг~нІ 

.:-··············· 
~·d sчнс:н.1 gtШ ін Іеші 

.:--------

Figш·e 14-2. OcctІpalioll оГ Platoo11 РаtгоІ Base. 

After tl1e PL has checked each team/sqLІad sector, each TLISL sends а 
two-man RS team to the PL at tl1e СР. The PL issues the tl1ree RS teams а 
contingency plan, reconnaissance method, and detailed gLІidance on what to 
look for (enemy, water, bLІilt нр areas or hLІman habitat, roads, tгails, or 
possible rally points). 

Wl1ere each RS team departs is based оп tl1e Pls gLІidance. Each RS team 
moves а prescгibed distance and diгection, and reenters wheгe the PL 
dictates. Sqнad sized patrols do not попnаІІу send Ol!t an RS team at пight. 
RS teams will prepare а sketch of the area to the sqLІad froпt if possible. 
When the RS teams are Olltside the perimeter, the rest of the patrol remains 
at l ОО% alert statнs. 

lf the PL feels tlle patrol vvas tracked or followed, І1е may elect to wait in 
silence at l ОО% alert before sendiпg out RS teams. The RS teams may use 
methods such as the "І," the "Вох, " ог the "Т." Regaгdless of the metlюd 
сІюsеп, the RS teams must Ье able to provide the PL \Vitl1 the same 
informatioп. 

Security - lJpon completioп of RS, the PL confiпns or denies the patrol 
base location, and either moves the pat1·ol or begins establishing secнrity. 
Tl1e six steps ofsecLІгity are: 

• l{&S (if not condl!cted at осснраtіоп, at Лrst light) 
• Fire РІап (sector sketclles & raпge canis) 
• Aleгt РІап (how to get РВ to І ОО% secшity) 

404 



Chapter 14 Patrol Bases 

• Evacuation Plan (reпdezvous points & alteгnate РВ) 
• Coшmunicatioпs (vv/ higher, jungle antenna?) 
• Camouflage (passive secшity measuгe) 

Fire Plan- The РС pгepares to use all passive and active measuгes to cover 
the entire perimeter all the time, regardless of the perceпtage of weapoпs 
used to cover all of tl1e terгain. The PL will employ all elemeпts, weapoпs, 
and persoпnel to meet coпditioпs of the tеrгаіп, епеmу, and situation. The 
РС will сопfіпn locatioп of fig!1tiпg positioпs for cover, coпcealment, апd 
observation апd fields of fire (r'igure 14-3). 

Claymot·es ~hou ! d t;e 

at 1-aast 16 met-:r~ away 
'"'Іt~: яn 1 В" diamet,er 

trE'e If у он can see t.he 
c!зyrnore , ttcan s~e youi 

/ 

PL ;~·ill еІюае М2-10 
і~ o1ieнte(l :1 шіншнuн ot~ 

15 <legiees SIJZ і а tioнt 
ot'tшop lіне . 

Figure 14-3. РІаtооп Patrol Base Fіге Plan. 

The PSG along witl1 SLs/TLs sttpervise placemeпt of aiming stakes and 
сІаушогеs. Т!1е PL and PSG \viii develop а platoon fit·e plan baseti оп squad 
sector sketches and the assigпed sectot·s of fire to all personnel and weapoпs. 
The PL wil! ensuгe: 

• Interlockiпg sectoгs offire 35 meters out. 
• Range cartis are prepared for t!1e сгеw serveti vveapoпs. 

Claymores are emplaced to cover dead space and/or like!y aveпues of 
епеmу approach and inc!нded іп t!1e Лrе рlап. 
M203s cover dead space апtі are iпcluded in the Лrе plan (Figшe 8-54). 
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Tl1c PSG will cnsure tl1at only опе point of' eпtry апd exit is uscd Гог the 
РВ, and will keep an accurate count ot' personnel in and out of' the РВ at а! І 
times. Еvегуопе is challeпged ІА W the uпit SOP. Hasty tїghting positioпs 
аге prepared at least 18 iпches deep (at the froпt), and sloping geпtly t'rom 
t'roпt to rear, with а grenade suшp if' possible. 

Evacuation!Wit!Іdrmval Pltm - The РС designates the signal f'or 
evacuatioп, order ot' withdrawal, and tl1e patrol rendezvotrs роіпt (RV), апd 
tl1e alterпate раtюІ base. RVs and the altcrnate РВ should Ьс at least а 
tеrгаіп f'eature away. They ш·е used in the eveпt the раtгоІ has to displacc 
t'rom its РВ Іосаtіоп; whetl1cr uпder pressшe or поt. 1 The РІ~ eпsures: 

• The alert plan is uпdcrstood Ьу all . 
• Reпdezvoнs poiпts (RVs) are issued. 
• The alterпate РВ grid (six digit) is issueti. 

Communication Plan - CommLІпications mLІst Ье maiпtaiпed with higl1er 
heatiquarters, OPs, апd witl1iп the uпit at all times. Radio watch oLІgl1t to Ье 
rotated with at least two alcrt pcrsonпel to allow f'or tl1e sнccessfLІI 

accomplisl1mcnt of' continнoLІs monitoring, radio maintcnaпcc, and to act as 
пmners for the PL, and to coпduct prioritics of' work. 

Operation l~{ а РВ: Priorities l~{ Work - Опсе the PL l1as establisl1ed 
secLІrity, priorities оГ work commence. Priorities оГ work агс поt а Jaundry 
Jist ot'tasks to Ье completed. То Ье ef't'ective, priorities ot'work must consist 
of' а task, а given time, and а measurable pcrtormaпce staпdard . For each 
priority of' work, а с!еш slanclard mнst Ье issued to guide the clemeпt іп tl1e 
successf'нl accomplishment of' each task. It must also Ье desigпated wl1ether 
the work will Ье coпtrolled іп а ceпtгalized or c!ecentralized mаппеr. 

Prioгities ot' woгk аге deteпniпed !А W МЕТТ -ТС. 
Priorities ot'work may iпclude, but are not Jimited to the f'ollowing tasks: 

• Impt·ovemeпt to Hasty Fighting Positions. 
• Weapoпs and Equipment Маіпtепапсе. 
• Missioп Preparatioп. 

• Water Resupply. 
• Mcss РІап. 
• Personal Нуgіепе. 

' The РІ .. desigпates t>vo RVs ar opposite diгectioпs fгom one anotl1eг (black ШllJ go ld) witl1 а 
single alr РВ that сш1 Ье accessed fгom еіt.І1ег black ог gokJ. Example: R V І (black) 270° for 
500 meteгs to а dra1v; rz V2 (gold) 90" fог 450 meters to а draw. PL r І1еп des igпates an Alr РВ 
(а 6 digit grid coordiпate) еіtІ1ег due rюІ·th о1· due sotІtll, accessible fгom eitheг fZV . 
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• Rest Plan. 
• Regardless ofpriority ofwork, the patrol wi!I go to !ОО% wheп: 
• Personпel are entering or exiting РВ. 
• І Belt-fed weapon in do\VП. 
• Stand to occurs (І lюur during BMNT & EENT).2 

Weapons and Equipment Maintenance - The Pl, епsшеs that шachine 
guns, wеароп systeшs, coшшunications ечuіршепt, апd night visioп devices 
(as well as other ечuіршепt) are maintaiпed . These iteшs are not 
ciisasseшbled at the sаше time for пшіntепапсе (по more tl1an 33 perceпt at 
а tіше), шкі weapoпs are поt disasseшb!ed at night. lf one шachine gun is 
down, then security fог all rешаіпіпg systerns is raised. 

Water Resupply- The PSG organizes wateriпg parties as necessary. The 
wateriпg party carries canteeпs in ап ешрtу rucksack or duffel bag, and шust 
l1ave cornmunications and а contiпgency plan prior to departuгe. 

A-'fess and Rest Plan - As а rule, weapoпs апd ечніршепt шаіпtепаnсе is 
perforrned ргіоr to шess. Nom1ally по шоrе tl1an halfthe рІаtооп eats at опе 
tіше. Patrol шешЬеrs typically eat І to З шeters behiпd their fighting 
positions. The patrol coпduct.s rest as песеssагу to prepare for tuture 
operatioпs. Additionally, tl1e Pl, will state the alert posture апd the staпd-to 
tіше. Не develops tl1e рІап to ensure all positioпs are checked periodically, 
OPs аге relieved periodica!Jy, and at least опе leader is always aleгt. The 
patrol typically coпdнcts staпd-to at а time specifie(i Ьу unit SOP sнch as ЗО 
шirшtes betore апd after ВМNТ апd EENT. 

Resupply amlllygiene- The PSG will distribute or cross load ammunitioп, 
шeals, ечніршеnt, and so on. The PSG апd шеdіс eпsure а slit treпch is 
pгepared and maгked. The patrolпever leaves tгash behind . 

. S'quшl Size Patrol Bases - Wheп coпducting а sqнad size patrol base, the SL 
should consider нsing tough terrain, such as draws, to improve security. The 
machine gun tеаш is positioned at а cardiпal clock direction (3, 6, 9, or !2) 
and can Ье чuickJy repositioпed based on enemy contact. The sчнаd 

perimeter mtJst have iпterJocking sectors of fire without iпcluding the gun 
team's sector (See Figшe !4-4). 

~ Гollowing tl1e requisite сгіtісаІ tasks of estal1lisll ing а РВ, tl1e prioгities of wш·k are not 
пecessarily dопе іп o1·der but агс deteпnined Ьу МЕТТ-ТС. 
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COOLANT 

(' о·н-1· a."''.d C•)nc~almc:nt 

O!TtІttlщallщes <•1"d:JГt 

ОцІ <>f1>tg!І l. souпJ, ;щJ sщall аnн~ ftr~ н:нgt vt" 
ObjeC\JVt 

Lач~е enough tQ accornщoJr~te tJн: епttп: p atrv} 
Affords а dcfen$c fcor <• sho:-r1 po::n,.,d of ttmc: 

(+) 11:е t'ollov.·н.g c:пterta ts \ (• Ье used f," patrol 

b.ilr.es 
Neara ~ourct ofwater 
Т ough terraш that нnpedes movement 

І/ 
Figшe 14-4. Squad РаtгоІ Base Fіге Plan. 

Clandestiпe Patrol Base (Sqt~ad) - The purpose ot' а passive patrol Ьаsе is 
primarily for the rest оГ а sqнad ог sшаІІег size element. The раtгоІ moves as 
а whole апd occupies іп f()гсе (see Figшe 14-5). 

І. Tl1e SL ensuгes that Н1е unit moves in at а 90° апgІе to tl1e ordeг оГ 
шоvешепt. 

2. А claymore тіпе is emplaced оп the гoute entering into the patrol base. 
3. The squad sits Ьасk to Ьасk f'acing outward, ensш·iпg that at least t~ro 

individuals are alert апd provicling secшity. 
4. Geпerally, the гаdіо hand set and claymore fігіпg device are passed aloпg 
to those individuals alert апd providing security. 
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Гї 
В203 оо BSA\\1 11 

BR OOBTL q 
:MRDIC •• SJ. І 

A203 •• AR 
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АЛ .•• AG (_ __ .• ---------

ASA\Y••~" 
/ ме; 

Squad has t\vo persшшeJ 
up at aJl tiшes: one \\ith 

the cJaymore сІасkег and 
oue "itl' ti>e radio. 

Figuгe 14-5. Sql!ad Claпdestine РаtгоІ Base. 

Patrol Base Critical Tasks: 
• Pf._, halts the patrol 200-400 meters from the tentative РВ. 
• PL selects а site that provilies: COOCANT. 
• Pf." establishes РВ: secшity, sectors, сІаупюгеs, гапgе cards, etc. The 

РВ neve1· falls below 33 1/3% secшity (100% when апуопе is outside 
perimeter). 

• РІ., liissemiпates withdrawal plan (Biack апd Gold, АСТ РВ Іосаtіоп 6 
digit gгid) - gives gнidance апd coпdнcts statнs checks. У он опІу get 
wlшt you check ор оп. 

• PL calls l1igher HQ (соnшю plan). 
• Weapons maintenaпce, water resнpply, mess, hygieпe, rest, etc . 
• Staпli-to. 

СопсІнsіоп 

А uпit proficieпt іп patrol base operatioпs can sustaiп itself for extended 
periods of time. Іп this cl1apter we discussed ho\v РВ site selectioп is key, 
and а good шар reconпaissaпce сал save vaiLJable time. However, пothiпg 
сап герІасе а good Jeader's reconnaissaпce, as it сап preseгve t ime апd mап 
hoшs required to relocate. f'urther, once а РВ is established, tl1e leader only 
gets what І1е checks up on. Tl1erefore, it's iшperative that І1е give сІеаг and 
concise instructions. 
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"!n и;аг, ІІ1е wi/1 is direcred ar an animate objecrr/щt гeacts." 
- C latІSC\Nitz 

During Operat ioп Market Gardeп ( 17-25 Sept 1944), tl1e 2"'1 Parachute 
Battalioп (British І sr Airborne Division) doggedly det'ended their objective 
оп the north side of' tl1e Arnheш bridge. They foLigl1t street to street, btІilding 
to blli \cling, floor to floor, and rоош to rоош with the 11 SS Panzer Corps. 
Colonel Frost апd his beleagLJered 740 men, fortitied themselves and l1eld 
онt against witf1eriпg German tire within the coпtines of abotІt а fїve block 
urban епvіrоптепt, апd withstood гepeated assaults t'or five days; the рІап 

was to hold t'or three. The роіпt is, althoLІgh the Bгitish Paras wеге det'eated 
at Аrпhеш, they deшonstrated Іюw an elite uпit іп LІrban terrain 1nay operate 
successt'u lly agaiпst а supeгior force f'or an extended period ot' tіше with а 
t'orce disproportionate to the enemy \Vlю is attacking them. 1 [jkewise, 
Operation Gothic Serpent (MogadishtJ, SошаІіа 1993) highlights the risk 
one Іnust assшne in conducting а daylight raid in а densely poptІiated LІrban 
area, as well as the iшportance ot'beiпg faшiliar witl1 опе's battlespace. 

This chapter wil l tiiscLІss tІrban сошЬаt. LJ rban combat collectively 
describes oft'ensive and defeпsive operatioпs coпdнcteti to tiefeat an еnешу 
іп an нrban area both duriпg l1igh -iпteпsity combat апd duriпg stability 
operatioпs. 2 Urbaп combat preseпts an extraordiпary blend of horizontal, 
vertical, iпterior, exterior, апd SLІbteпanean f'orшs superiшposed on the 
паtшаІ relief, dгainage, and vegetation. 3 Aliditionally, the vertica\ diшensioп 
111ust Ье considered, as the elevation of buildiпgs pгovides а threat поt 
поrшаІ Іу eпcountered in tactical operations. ТІ1еsе elevated positioпs oft'er 
good observation and tields of tire plus cover and concealmeпt, particн larly 

effective for sпipers. This chapter is geared toward the сошрапу and рІаtооп 
level uгban operatioпs. lt wi\1 discuss tl1c fuпdamcпtals of urban сошЬаt апd 
will consist оГ the follow iпg: 

І . СопtгоІ Measшes. 

2. lJrbaп Assaнlt Task Orgaпizatioп . 

3. Priпciples oПJrl1a11 Assault. 
4. Priпciples of Close Quartcrs Battle. 
5. Urbaп Assaнlt РІаnпіпg. 

1 Т11е Briti sh Рагаs о{ 2"d Batta lion, І " А і гЬогnе Division ran out of ammunition not 
peгserveгance. 

2 FM 3-21. 10, 12-2. 
1 F'М 3-06 Llrbaп Орегаt і опs , 2-2. 
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Coпtrol Measпres - In an urban enviroпшeпt, tactical planпers use coпtrol 
measures in order to focus operations as well as mitigate fratricide and 
collateral damage. These control measures iпclude : building nшnberiпg, 
plшse lines, RFLs (restrictive fire lines), LDs (line of departuгe) and LOAs 
(limit of advance ). 

Building Numbering- Tactical planneгs use bLJi1ding nшnbering in order to 
simp1ify assigning objectives and reporting. BLJ i1dings сал Ье nшnbered 

either left to t·ight and up and dowп sequeпtially or in а spira1 clockw ise 
pattetn (І~іgше 15-1 ). 

J І І І ______ [ ______________ 

] 
~~~ @] Gnl::-:~:i5 с:;= 

ОА 

D ~CEJ_i ~ D 
ь~ lfu0 .. ~ __ в []]s 

PLGOLD PLGOLD 

c:::::J D ~ [Е] @] ~ 
-
~"В -

[22] lflбl G 018 --··------·-· ~ 

PLBLACK 
PLBLACKD 

~ §J ~ [Е] 

§] ~ 
LD --- ··-·-··---- ---··--·--··-··--·-··- ~~--

г-І І· "" Г' 

Figuгe 15-1. Example of Contгol MeasLІres for а Сотрану UгЬан Assalllt. 

Pltase Line.s - Phase lines are used to contro1 the advance of· attacking Lmits 
or to report pгogress . Рrіпсіра1 streets, rivers, and railroad 1ines are easi1y 
identif'iab1e and are suitable plшse liпes. Phase 1ines are shovvn оп t11e near 
side of tl1e street or open агеа (See Figшe 15-1 ). In systematic c1earing, а 
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uпit rnay have the шіssіоп to сІеаг its zопе up to а phase Ііпе . Іп that case, 
tl1e assault torce leader chooses his оwп objectives vvheп assigпiпg missioпs 
to his subordiпate uпits. 
Wheп usiпg phase liлes the assault force Іеасіег will set tmit bouпdaries 

withiп blocks, so that it is clear whether streets are iпcluded іл а sнЬ elemeпt 
zопе. Tl1ese bouпdaгies are placed to eпsure botl1 sides of а street ш·е іп tl1e 
zопе of опе unit. Additional coпsideratioпs inclнde: 

• Plan cl1eckpoiпts апd contact poiпts at street corners, buildings, railway 
crossings, briciges, or any other easily ideпtifiable шЬаn feature. 

• /;'orward нnits may occupy а11 attack positio11 for last-minнte 

preparatio11 and cooгdination. The attack position is ofteп bel1i11ci or 
inside the Iast соvегесі а11сі concealed positio11 (l,CC), sucl1 as а Іагgе 
building, before cгossing the СО. The U) should Ьс thc nеаг side of а 
strcet or rail linc. 

• А нnit's assigпed fтoпtage tor the attack of' а lлt ilt-up arca dcpends 011 
the sizc of' buildiпgs and the resistaпce aпticipateci. For exatnple, based 
011 city blocks averagiпg 175 meters wide, а company normally attacks 
оп а опс- to two-l)lock f'roпt. А battalioп attacks оп а t\vo-to touг-block 

froпt. 

Restrictive.fire line (R FL) -- An RFC is а tire coпtrol rneasure which is used 
to reduce the risk ot' /Тatricide. А11 H.FL is а Ііпе established between 
convergiпg tтіспdІу toгccs (one or botl1 might Ье moving) that prol1iЬit fi res 
and cff'ects across tl1c li11e without coordination witl1 the afTccted force. For 
examplc, і11 tl1c offense, thc lcader may dcsigпatc an RFL to preve11t а base 
ot' tire elernent trom tiriпg into the агеа where an assaulting element is 
rnaпeuvering. 

Line o.f Departure (LD) and Limit o.f Advance (LOA) -·· Additioпally, tl1e 
leader ttses LDs and LOAs to сопtгоІ both tl1e maгshaliпg of his forces and 
the t'arthest limit ot' theiг advance (See Figure 15-1 ). 

Urban Assault Task Organization - The assault force leader пormally 
task-oгganizes his нпіt іпtо thгee elements: ап assauJt force, а SLtpport fогсе, 

апd secttrity. Additionally, а reserve force shoнld Ье used if аvаіІаЬІе . 

Assault Force - The purpose of the assault fогсе is to destroy/captнгe tl1e 
епешу, or force the withdrawal of the епету froш any нгЬаn objective. The 
assaнlt fогсе of а нnit та у consist of two or more sqнads or platooпs usttally 
reiпforced with attachшeпts. ВніІdіпg clearing апd гоош cleariпg are 
norшally conducted at platooп and squad levels. 
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Support Force - ТІ1е purpose of' the sнpport force is to overwatch tl1e 
assault process апd provide any support that might Ье requireti Ьу the assaнlt 
torce. The sнpport torce may iпclude orgaпic assets, such as пюrtars, апd 
weapons squads. These assets are under the operationa] contro] of the 
assault torce Jeader. The support force may provide the foJJowing: 
• Suppressing or obscuring the enemy within the objective building(s) 

and adjacent structures. 
• Isolating the objective building(s) to prevent enemy withdrawal, 

reiпforcement, or couпterattack. 
• Breaching walls enroнte to and іл the objective structure. 
• Destroying or suppressing enemy positions with direct fire weapons. 
• Secшing cleared portions ofthe objective. 
• Providiлg resнpply of ammunition, explosives, and personnel. 
• Evacuating casualties, EPW, and civilians. 

Security Force- The purpose of tl1e security force is to isolate the objective 
area and enabliпg the assault force freedom ofmovement. The secшity fогсе 
may inclнde а cordon force, and might Ье called upon to perform one or 
more of tl1e following tasks: 
• lsolating the objective bнilding(s) to ргеvепt enemy witl1dra~·al, 

reinforcement, or coнnterattack. 
• Clear bypassed епеmу positions. 
• Secнre the rear or а Лank. 

• Maintain contact \>.'ith adjacent units. 
• Support or coнnterattack Ьу fїre. 

Breaclting - All elements may condнct breaching, Jюwever, а separate 
bгeaching fогсе might Ье created, or platoons migl1t Ье giveп this task and 
oгganized accoгdingly. The ршроsе of" breachiпg is to provide the assault 
f"orce with access to an urbaп objective, using explosive, baJJistic, or 
mecllaпical metllods . 

Priпciples of Urban Assault- А unit ' s urban пюvement sllould focнs on 
tlle fundameпta]s of the offense: speed, concen/гation, audacity, and tempo. 
Additionally, а rapid advance апd qнick decision makiпg ability are key 
because, as llas been said, an enemy force in шЬаn terrain may witllstaпd 
repeated assaults and sнccessf"ully defend itse]f agaiпst а superior f"orce. 
Епеmу actioпs against the Ltnit might consist of ambuslles, eпfilade fire 
dowп streets, sпiper fire, fire from rooftops and from within buildiпgs , or 
ar1:illeгy or mortar fire. The Тасtісіап may minimize the effects of enemy 
fire during tl1e assault Ьу using tlle follo\\riпg priпciples of urbaп movement: 
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URBAN 

U - Use cover 'Nheп possible. 
R- RedtJCe yoLІr target size whi le іп а static positioп. 
В- By-pass: doors, \Viпdows, апd corпe1·s eпroLІte to target bLІild i пg witl1 secLІrity . 

А- А voici boggiпg dowп апd mаіпtаіп dispersioп . 

N- Navigate in І о'Л' peгcentage areas. 

І . lJse cover wheп possible. 
• ТІ1е leader shoнld LІse covered roнtes, to іпсІнdе moving throLІgh 

bнildiпgs ifpossible. 
• Select roLІtes that will поt mask f'riendly sнppressive fiгes. 
• Crossiпg streets апd spaces betweeп bLІildiпgs quickly LІпder the 

concealmeпt of smoke with suppressioп provided Ьу sLІppoгtiпg forces. 
Move опІу after enemy fires have Ьееп suppresse(i or obscнred. 

• Coпsider the use of cover provided Ьу aпnored vel1icles if' avai\ab\e. 

2. Reduce уош target size while in а static position. 
• А void si lhoLІettiпg yoшselt'. 

• Avoid stand iпg іп froпt of doorways ог wiпdows. 
• Use concealment provided Ьу shaded areas. 
• Take а knee or а ргопе position while waitiпg to move. 

3. By-pass: windows. doors. апd corners епгонtе to target ЬніІdіпg >vith 
secшitv. 

• Cover Jikely threats Ьу piLІggiпg holes: tl1e LІПіt moves in file along опе 
or both sides of' the street with oveнvatch i пg tires trom SLІppDІtiпg 

weapons. 
• As the Jead mап comes to а window, door. or corпer of' а buildiпg, he 

places himself іп that void pulliпg secшity while ensшiпg his muzzles 
doesn' t pass beyond the threshold oftl1e void (See fїguгe 15-2). 

4. Avoid boggiпg сіоwп and maintain dispersioп . 

• Bogging cio>vn typically оссшs wheп \eadeгs can ' t make а decisioп or 
dнring enemy contact. 

• It' s imperative that the assaн lt force поt гemain in а static position too 
Іопg as this may allow the enemy to gain the in itiative anci converge оп 
the assaLІit element. 
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• Additionally, the assault force should avoicl bunching нр as this 
noгmally decreases secuгity and situational awaгeness as \vell as 
incгeases the potential for епеmу fiгes to have а devastatiпg effect. 

/ - --FiglJre 15-2. РІаtооп Сопdнсtіпg Urbaп Moverпent. 

5. Navigate іп low perceпtage areas . 
• Ceaders sІюнІd select а roнte to tl1e objective that is less tгaveled шкі 

less lighted. 
• 1f possible, leaders shollld рlап to move at пight or dшing otl1er peгiods 

oflimited visibility. 

An assault may not always Ье able to ttse tl1e iпside of buikiiпgs as routes 
of ativaпce and mllst move on the otttside of the bt~ildings. Smoke, 
Sllppressive fires, and covcr and coпcealment may also Ье useti to hide 
movement. Assaulters move parallel to thc side of the bui l diпg (maintaiпiпg 

at least 12 іпсІ1еs of separatioп between himself and the wall to avoid rabbit 
rounds, ricochets апd rubb iпg ог bumping the wall), stays in thc slшdow, 

prcsents а Iow silhouctte, and moves rapidly to his пехt position. 

lnjiltration o.f tl1e Assault Force ···· Urbaп movement is made rapidly апd 
without sacrificing security. ТІ1е assatІ!t force moves along covercd апd 
сопсеаІеd гotІtes vviІich may iпvolve ; moving thгollgh buildings, down 
strects, subsшface areas, or а combinatioп of all three. 4 

' І'М 3-21.10, 12-41. 
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Figuгe 15-3. Р1аtооп {J гЬап Movement. РІап. 

ln the example above (Гigure 15-З), the 2"J РІаtооп isolates tl1e objective 
Ьу seizing tеrгаіп tl1at domiпates the area - occupies strong points arouпd 
the target stгuctшe.5 Wl1en the assault force (З'd Squaci) arгives at tl1eir ССС, 
they will prep charges, and coпtiuct а fїпаІ commuпications check \vitl1 the 
assault Гогсе соттапdег (РС) and recon e]cment if' cmploycd. ІГа cordon 
Гоrсе ( outcr ring secuгity) is available it 'Л1 іІІ gr·eatly спhапсе security tішіпg 
the operation, as well as post assault, MEDEV АС, and tl1e recovery of the 
recon element. The assault f'orce will wait in рІасе нntil the РС gives 
notification to rnove to breach poiпt(s). 

ln the example (Гіguге 15-4 ), В Company coпducts а raid . І ' ' РІаtооп is 
assault І - the decisive operatioп (DO), З'" РІаtооп is assaнlt 2 - slщping 
operation І (SO 1 ), Weapons Squad is SВГ 1 апd 2 -- shaping operatioп 2 
(S02), апd 2ш1 P1atoon is security - sІшріпg opeгation З (SОЗ) . As the 
assau1ts 1 and 2 depart Irom the LD, the SBF positions overwatcl1, апd 
Ьонпd for'A'aгd, keeping расе with tl1e assaнlt process, таіпtаіпіпg а 15 
degree SDZ іп front of' advanciпg elerneпts. Duriпg the assault process, the 
raicliпg f'orce by-passes, if possible, outlayiпg buildiпgs епrонtе to the 
objective. Jп this case, bнildiпgs 5 апd 8. 2"d Squad/2"d РІаtооп pгovides rеаг 
secшity while І st апd З"1 Squads provide f1aпk security (The east-west road 
is deteпniпed to Ье the rnost 1 ikely eпerny avetшe of approach). ГІапk 

secшity sqtJads rnove а!опg wit/1 the assaнlt process depositiпg а fire team 

5 Examples of key terraiп аге 1)гidges , btІilding corпplexes , public lJtilities or services, апd 
paгks. ·гhе populatioп of' а built-ltp ю·еа may also Ье consi(ieгed key tегrаіп. Т11е i(leпtificatioп 

ofkey teгrain allo\vs the dеfешіег to select l1is (lefensive positioпs апd helps in (leteгmiпiпg the 
eпemy's objectives (ГМ 3-2 1.1 О) . 
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each along the roads leading to tt1e objective both north апd south with а fire 
team each at the westerп end ofthe objective as their fгont line trace. 

N 

f 
.,) 

Sec lВ J \Vreн 

\ ! ' " 
! .•. 

CІJYti~dand C<.)ut:eakd ruutes !OOYing 

to the tмget building(s) 
т~ PL"s tir~ S\!ppOrt plan (FSP) 
~upprn· ! bis <td~нct': UlfO'!tgh 

objecti\--e: CAS. TR11s. ctc 

f'igl!Гe І 5-4. Соmрапу I~aid. 

Por iІІdirectfiгe 
• f{El)S, see page 

426. 

'-·: ~-

Z/~/B 

Sh;,piю.g OjH!І'alion 

'Пlt SBF p<tsitiOns. •І"rthhokl fire 
tm!~5s call(':{! far Ьу ІіІ.(" as;;auh 
cJ::rn.etІtS . 

The Se:curi!y eJemr:m; mo-..--c 
fony;u-,iood!e fumJ.:;<.} f the 
о!!;;;;шІt, isolati':щ tfte olljecti-.·e 
l~ttiпg nuthirщ іІІ 01 шrt 
п·а\•аіІаЬ!е. а CordotJ. forc~ \\>\!! 

:ш.is.tinftniterisolatingthe 
оЬісс~··е . 

The assaвlt force commander is the up and out continнity with all 
elements, to include а coгdon force, CAS, MEDEVAC, etc. То assist him, 
the platoon sergeant or troop sergeaпt will coordinate the LJnit's assaLJlt 
pгocess, as wel! as post assault procedшes; site exploitation, tactical 
questioning, MEDEV АС , combatant handling, etc. Once the assault force 
has isolated the objective, on order it conducts close qLJarters battle throLJgh 
the objective. 6 

C\ose Quarters Battle (CQB)- Close quarters battle (CQB) is а techпique 
of fіге and maneLІver that LІtilizes the гаріd , methodical аррІісаtіоп of 
sнrgical fігеро>vег combined with suгprise, speed and vіоІепсе of асtіоп іп 

ortieг to seize а room, or а series of rooms , апd аІ! of its iпhabitants (both 

6 As Jщs been said, а raid is а limited-objective fопп ot'attack wl1ich iпvolves а swi!'t eлtry іпtо 
Jюstile territoгy to destтoy iпstallatioпs , gatl1eг iпtelligence, liberate capшred personпel , апd to 

kill ог сарtш-е ре1·sоппеІ . Wheп conducting rai<Js to ІіЬегаtе captнred ре1·sоппеІ or kill ог 

captuгe l1igl1 value iлdividuals (IIV!s), і.е., Ье less kiпetic, then tl1e focus s\10uld Ье оп isolatioп 
апd rіше peпnittiпg, systeшat ic сІеагіпg . 
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hostile and other) Ьу dominating the room, eliminatiпg tt1e threat, апd 
coпtrolling the situation. The assault тау begi11 from the top or bottom ot' а 
building, lю\vever, entering at the top and tightiпg downward is the 
pret'erгed method. 

Principles oj" CQB - There are t\1гее principles of' CQB: surpгise, speed. 
and vio/ence of Action. Surprise is the concealment of' the assault f'oгce ' s 

intentions until the initiat.ioп of' the assaнlt at а time nюst advantageoнs. 
Speeti is iпitiative, both operatioпal and individнal, рІнs flexibility . Uроп 
іпіtіаІ entry, assaнlters move quickly and deliberately, to flood tl1e target 
buildiпg, while eliminatiпg the threat. The princip le, violence of' action, is 
both mental and physical, and is characterizeti Ьу aggressive, explosive 
force. 

CQB is goverпed Ьу five f'нndamentals wl1ich are: 
• Dominшe. Flood the room, rapidly moving to points of' domiпation. 
• Eliminate. Elimiпate t.he tl1reat with surgical discrimiпatory fїre. 

Contiпue to eпgage tl1reats нntil they are elimiпated. Slюt placement is 
key. 

• Contmf. SеагсІ1 the dead; dead check апd clear away weapons. Searcl1 
the liviпg; coпtrol uпknowns, move them away from doors апd 

windows. Search tl1e room апd mark it accordiпg to SOP. 
• Exfil оп Commaпd. 

Ве pгepared to condнct follow оп operatioпs . 

Sitнational awareпess is paramouпt to CQB. Here are sоше basics to 
remember: 
• Ве close to Ьнt поt touching the wall. 
• Maiпtain muzzle awareпess апd have mнzzle нр on eпtry. 
• Engage the immecliate tl1reat. 
• Rapidly clear the tatal t'tшnel. 
• Go opposite of'the шал in f'ront ofyou. 
• Positively identit'y the threat -· sнrgical discrimination. 

Slюt placement is key: еуе orbital area І нрреr thoracic cl1est. 

Engage the tl1reat ttпtil eliminatioп. 

Move to the роіпt of' domiпatioп. 
Clear your primary then secoпdary sectors. 

Entering and C/earing а Room - is а battle dгіІІ апd relies upon speed, 
suгprise and violence оГ action. As they say, slow is snюoth апd smootl1 is 
fast. That is tгue іп many \vays except CQB \VI1ere slow is dead. CQB is also 
methodical, that each member ot' tl1e team must know his sector оГ fire апd 
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lюvv his sector over1aps and 1inks wit11 the sectors of' the other team 
members (See Figшe 15-5). 

(і) 

Center-Fed Room Clear·ing 

Опе :N!ап ·s Cleariщ; Seqнence ТІІ•о 1-Лан's Cleariнg Sечнсасе 

(і) 
\ 

SecoJ1(\:uy 
Sector 
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Clemmg of 
,t!l©itщn"llbw 

tn ... , 

~ C'ftmriч~ of / 
~ fut: h:llnlt{futt! [ 

\ t!m:oai :' 

/Potлtof 

Prinшry 

Sector 

ТЬе nш:nb~r опе. t:шю is не\;е1· \'\~'ЮПg~ 

ІYhctlter lto take$ rl>< шthi0\\1\ <>r tite path 
of least re.sistaнcc. The p_rщ~r l'оош clcariag 

: :І:Юш.hu:LЮ.н 

&equ<:Ш.'C fui ttн; lШtntІt.~r ОІІС ІШШ is tO f'ir:st cka1· tlн~ іПШІ~іі.іtе iJ1rea.1, 
then а сошеr ( eithcr !eft or ,·ig!tt), шоУіщ; fo his POD- takщ~ мо 'valls -
ІШd collapsii1J! bis secюr· ot' fire. Siшilзrly, the tlvo raan clears the 
ішшеdіаtе t!ш~at, с!еап the сошеt· opp<Osite oftite оое Ш.<Щ аш! stop; at 
his POD co!lapsiвg his secщr of' fire. 

'!11ree Man's Cleariпg Sеqнепсе 
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Thc proper rоош clea:iag seqtІetкe fог t!Іе nшnber 
three шаn is fir>t, to\V·aнl t!te tщmber ot1e man 
(remai Іting 1 шoter off l>is barrel) and that> over 
tO\Wird tlte щtmher !\\'0 ma.o щ Іvit!tiJІ otte щeter 
off І.ІІс tщmher four щм '; batrel. 

The prc>per ІООШ cleariнg sequeнce tor t11e нurnber 

four rшш Ї$ fi:-st, 10\\:ard О)е nншЬеr t\YO Пk'tJ) 

(reшaiІti:>g l mete•· t>!T ltis barrel) and ttщa онr 
10\\·uп:t йн: 1шшЬет ort-e тан ro \У'Ій1ін 011е шctcr 

<)f1Ї>is І>аттеІ. 

Figure 15-5. Centeг-~·ed Room Clearing. 
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Corner-Fed Room Clearing 
Опе Мап 's СJешіпg· Sеqненсс 
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imщcdiatc thrcnt. >lttl! а ~оt·шн· (еІІ!tсr let1 ot· right.J. 1110\'іар 10 ltis POD ... мkінg оне \vall -· двd 
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Tlle рrор<т rоов1 c1cariлg sсчпснсе f'or the шtпJbcr 
t.Іu·ee шаn is fir>t, t0\\1\fd the шщ!Ьеr one шаn 
(rсшаінінg 1 111etcr off his iшJ't'CI) аші tlнu1 Qver 
to\vard tlJe rшrнber t\vo шал to \\'i01in one пшІеr 
off1l1e пun11>ет foнt' шan's barтet. 

Пtс propa тош сІеаtіщ; <cqнence fm· thc nшнЬсt· 

four шшІ is fiTht, tO\\·ard tlІe шнпЬсr t\\'0 тап 
(t-ешаіоіа~, 1 ш~t<t' olr l1is !Jan·•l) анd tЬан ove.,· 
to\\'Md tlн.~ tшшt1er otte шаr1 Н) \\-'itltiн оп~ шeter 

o!1:'1Jis ЬалеІ. 

f'igнre 15-6. Comer-f'ed [{оот Cleariпg. 

Post Assault Procetlures - Опсе tl1e room has Ьееп domiпated апd the 
threats e!iminated, аппоLшсе ''room clear." This allows personnel to safe!y 
move deep within the room and begin priorities of work, which аге : deacl, 
тот. living. Dead - searcl1 the dead; епsше elimiпated threats are dead 
(dead check) апd clear away weapons. Room - search the room. Tl1is is поt 
а 'ietaile(J search. Cook for additional doors leading іпtо anotheг room or 
trap dooгs, as well as explosive devices, etc. Uving - coпtrol noп-threats, 
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rnove tl1ern away froш doors and wiпdows. Веfоге depaгtiпg а rоош during 
an assault, а шап шust Ье left behiпd to control non-threats (пon-tl1reats сал 
Ье assernbled at post assault). The cleared rоош is tl1en шarked according to 
SOP as the assault eleшent leaves. 

If the high value individual reшains нnaccounted for, wit/1 tirne and 
situation perшitting, the assault force conducts а back clear (re-c/earing all 
roorns апd buildiпgs) - an area is clear only as long as it's held . After the 
building or сошрІех has been secured, the assault force begins its post 
assault procedures. For ехашрІе , one assault tеаш шау assшne security, 
aпother шау conduct tactical questioпing, w/1ile а third шау conduct site 
exploitatioп (detaiied seaгch). Assaнlt tеаш leaders wiiJ give theiг АСЕ 

repoгt to the assault NCOIC. Adtiitioпal coпsideгations sІюнІd Ье шаdе for 
designating а room for casuaity co]Jection (ССР). дІІ eleшents шнst Ье 

prepared to condнct follow-on operations anti Exfi] on сошшапd. 

Urbaп Assault РІаппіпg - Leaders siюнJd Ьеаг іп шіпd that the situation 
wiiJ always have ап eГfect оп the particнlar рJаппіпg sequence as tіше \Viii 
aJways Ье tiepeпdeпt оп receiving шоrе intei . Dнriпg сошsе of' action 
(СОА) developшeпt, find out what sнboгdinate Jeaders tl1ink, find sоше 
differeпt ideas ашопg tІ1еш апd designate them to develop those ilieas. 
However, dоп ' t teii ti1em to develop COAs that they do поt show sоше 
owпership of. For exampJe, it'no опе voiced an оріпіоп for а vehicle option, 
doп ' t teJI sошеопе to create а vel1icJe орtіоп so we Ішvе tl1ree differeпt 
optioпs, опе of'which wiJI Ье а thrO\VП away. 

Additioпally, the assaнlt f'огсе coшmaпder should avoid giviпg geпeric 
gнidance like eшphasize surprise . TJ1is wiii санsе the СОА to focнs оп 
achieviпg suгprise and поt tl1e end state ot· the шission. Geneгally speed and 
sпrprise go І1апd in haпd . As tl1e situation develops, tl1e iшportance ot' both 
will tluctuate . Fнrtl1er, the assaнlt force coшшander shoнld briet' СОА to an 
анdіепсе of key Jeaders опІу . This шakes arbitratiot1 easier апd doesп't 
coпtuse the assaнit force Ьу heariпg three difteгent рІапs . lt fнrther trees 
them up to coпcentrate on other tasks ( J /3, 213 rн]е ). 

Differeut COAs- Тhеге аге always options ; we don ' t а]] see the sаше опеs. 
This is why it is so critical to solicit the COAs withoнt Ьеіпg too specific on 
\Vhat уон want to hear. "І \Vant the site cleaгed and secшed and І waпt the 
high vаІне individнal (HVI) iпtact, l doп't care if уон sneak нр to the site or 
со ше screechiпg нр іп а vehicle . І dоп ' t care if у он breach іп two places ot· 
five. " AJJ COAs nшst ассошрІіs/1 the епd state. Т11е assaнlt force 
coшmander wiii t/1en assess wh ich one has the best chance of' success (See 
Figuгe 15-7). 
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Geпerally, COAs are distiпguishable from each other Ьу task orgaпizatioп 
апd method. Same task org, same approach, same breach poiпts, wit\1 а 
differeпt іпtегпаІ tlow are поt three COAs. Fiпally, the assaнlt t'orce 
commaпder should сІюоsе а СОА in private. No explaпation for the 
commander's сІюісе is required, but аІІ the leaders етегgе with опе voice 
апd оле plan to prepare. While tl1e соттапdег has veto po\ver апd the last 
say, the assaнlt leadership пeeds to have аЬонt 51% ot' the vote оп а tіпаІ 
plan. This is simply because his t'orce wiiJ condнct the actioпs оп the 
objective апd he traiпed them апd best kпows their capabilities. 

CO:\SIDERAПON \\1eiiilit: СОА 1 СОА 2 СОАЗ СОА4 

SPEED - RP 10 cri~is sit.e (bt·e<tcb роіпt) 

SlJRPRJSE 

VIOІ_.ENCE OF ACTION 

COMPROJ\IISE - Ію'" fur froш !m:ach роінt 

Fl. ЕХАВН.ІТУ- a\нlity to aJter рІап (FRA<>OІ 

COVER and CONCEALMENT 

MЛ.NEUYER 

SNIPER OBSERVER StJPPORT 

FIRE SUPPORT 

COJ\li\<iAND AND CONTROL 

SUSTAINMENT 

l=Bad 5 = Best 
TOTAL 

І Additional consideratioпs: QRF. MEDEYAC, seпsitive stл.1ctures, etc. І 
F iguгe 15-7. Assault Plan СОА МаtІ·іх. 

BreaclІ points - СІюоsе wheгe уон waпt to effect tl1e stгuctLІre based оп 
і пtеІ апd sІшре ot' the structшe. Doп't simply сІюоsе а breach роіпt based 
оп how assessable it is. lt's betteг to have а dif'ficLІit b1·each into ап area that 
(Jominates the site, theп а sпюoth breach into а LІseless bathroom. Similarly, 
doп't let tl1e good breach points decide wІ1еге уоLІ will affect the target. 
Most importantly, don't pLІt all уош eggs іп опе basket. Attack from 
tnLІitiple directioпs апd пшІtірІе floo1·s it' possible. The safest ащі most 
systematic assault рІап might поt achieve the objective. УоLІ have to assLІme 
some reasoпable risk. Expect that at least one entry І Ьгеасh point will поt 
\.•юrk апd the force will have to adjust to the missiпg assaulters. 
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Assault Briet· 
lпtroduction апd Task 0І"gaпization 

І. Situation 
А. ЛІ/АО 

І. l Jnit staгting point ancl movemeпt roнte/means. 
2. Condensed iпtelligeпce sumп1aгy (see page 30 І). 
В. TaJ·get Oгientation 
І. Cгisis т·єа: lшmetliate агеа arotmd tl1e crisis point. 
а. Sштoull(ling Teгrain: ОАСОК (see page 299). 
2. Cгisis site: Specific Іосаtіоп \Vitl1in tl1e cгisis area. 
а. I .. ocation ашІ tlescгiptioп: Bнilding 1 (give gепегаІ іпfопnаtіоп). 

3. O·isis point: Pinpoint Jocatioп withiп the crisis site. 
а. 1.-tJcation апd tlescгiptioп: Secoпd floor. Зп! пюm from tl1e Jeft on tl1e south side. 

4 . Corclonjin·ce: І .. осаtіоп , siz.e, capabilities, РОС, etc. 
С. Епету Situation 
CAR- CAS, artillery, rеасtіопагу Fогсе. 
І. Size, peгsoпalities. activity to tlate, wепропs. reinforceшeпts , апd ргоЬаЬІе СОА. 

D. Hostages: NншЬег, пationality, laпguage , tlescriptioп, knowп metlical problems. locatioп. 
11. Mission 
А. Missioп statemeпt х 2 
ІІІ. Execution 
А. Scllt>llle of maпeuveг 
І. Assault tеаш leader Ьгіеf 
а. Team coшposition 

- NнmiJeг of теп in the tea111, number of cl1arges, slюtguпs, шechanical tools , etc . 
Ь. Моvешепt from І .. СС t"o L1гeaciJ роіпt 
с. І .• осаtіоп oflJГeaciJ роіпt 
d. Actions at l1геасІ1 роіпt: Priшary/alteшate ЬІ·еасІl, апd failetl breach. 
е. Лсtіопs on target: "\Ve' IJ clear fюm N to S іп а clockwise 111Ш1ПеІ·, sесше the staiгs , etc. 

2. Pl1ase Ііпеs: Slюw sector boІllltlaІ·ies, actions at pl1ase lines, etc. 
3. СоопІіпаtіоп poiпts: Tentative/knowп coшdinatioп роіпt , actioпs/maгkiпg at each. 
4. Post assault ргосеtІt.Ігеs: Site exploitatioп , assemЬiy апd exfiltratioп рІап. 

5. Contiпgeпcies: IEDs, castІalties , cllemical agents, stпJcttJгe fire , СОС, Ьш11р рІап , etc. 
б. Fires апtІ СЛS рІап 

lV. Mctlical support plan 
V. Communications plan 

Conclнsion 

The pнrpose of tl1is chapter was to indoctrinate tl1e stш.ieпt of war to tl1e 
Ьasics ot' шЬаn combat. lJrban combat focuses оп closing witl1 and 
destroying the enemy in close quarters battle . Tactical рІапnегs shoнld 

weigh the risks of fгiendly fires, ricochets, апd fтatгic i de. The enclosed 
паtше of c]ose quarters battle meш1s tlшt weapons' efТects, SDZs and 
slюulder-f'ired \veapons ' back-blast, must Ье considerecl . Additionally, care 
in planning should Ье made to miпimize сіvіІіап casualties апd overkill 
weapons' etiects. Dшing the рІапnіпg phase, leaders shoнld make every use 
ot· controi measшes to lower these risks . 
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Chapter 16 Fire Support 

"П1е eflectivefimctioning ofthe infantІ-:v-artillerJ' team depeml.1· ироп Іhе iпtel/i.geпt 
and unremilling effcms oj"botl1 memhers to so/1'e the dijjicu/t рІ-оЬІет o("liaison. .. 

- Iпfaпtry і п Battle 

Гіrе stІppoгt is tl1e collective and coordinated use of iпdirect fire 
weapoпs апd armed aiгcraft in sнррогt of the battle plan .1 ТІ1е lea(ier 
includes fire sнpport in l1is planning to acl1ieve decisive гesults. 

РІаnпіпg slюuld alvvays іпсІнdе fire sнpport in all its forms еvеп if 
tl1e leader tl1iпks it шшecessary. Гires can sнppress enemy 
observatioп, create distractions, acl1ieve immediate sнрргеss іоп, 

cover а withdra,val off of ап objective, ог assist in breakiпg coпtact. 
This chapteг will discuss tl1e tollowiпg: 

І. І·їrе StІpport РІаппіпg 

2. Iпdirect Fire Capabilities. 
3. Risk Estimate Distaпce (RED). 
4. ·гуреs of Indirect f; i1·e Missioпs . 

5. Example СаІІ for Гіrе (CFF) Missioпs . 

Fire Support Planning - А сlеагІу detlпed mапеtІvег purpose 
епаЬІеs tl1e patrol Jeadeг to deteпniпe lю\v І1е waпts Лге sнpport to 
affect the епешу dшіпg l1is missioп. J:.'ires may Ье рІаппеd as 
scl1eduled or on-call. ТІ1е leader sІюнІd рІап tlres: 
• On key terraiп featuгes аІопg the roнte . Tl1ese сап serve as 

пavigatioпal aids ог to deceive, Ішгаss, or destroy the enemy. 
• Оп kпо\VП епеmу positioпs . 

• Оп kпоwп or suspected ambtІsh sites. 
• Оп tl1e Лапks of ideпtified dangeг areas. 
• Wl1eгever а diversioп appears desirable. For example, if tl1e tmit 

mLІSt pass пеаг ап ideпtified епеmу positioп, artillery or mortaг 
fires on tl1e positioп may distract tl1e enemy and permit tl1e нпіt 
to pass tшdetected. 

• At iпtervals aloпg the route, every 500 to 1 ООО meters for 
ехашрІе . Witl1 fiгes so рІаппеd, tl1e uпit is пever far from а 
plotted сопсепtrаtіоп fl·om which а shift can Ье quickly made. 

1 F"М 3-21.20 ТІ1 е In f'aп tгy Batta lioп , І 0- 1. 

424 



Chapter 16 Fire Support 

lndirect Weapons Capabilities 

20rimin 

70111 
2mіп 8r/miп 

180m Іmіп Sr1min 
105nнn 

Ho~·itzeг 

6 for Зmds for ЗOmin, tІ1еп 
14000m Om 2min 35m lг/тjп 

4 tor 
!8000m Om Зmin 50ш lr/min 

4 fог 
155 DPICM l8000m От Зmіп 50m lmd for60mi Іг/mіп 

Figшe 16-1. lпdirect Weapoпs Capabilities. Refeгence FM 3-21.8. 

Вlasting Areas -- Wl1eп mortar and artillery rounds impact they throw 
fragments in а patterп that is пever tгLJ!y circнlar, апd may еvеп travel 
irregLJlar, based on the rouпd's aпgle of f'all, the slope of tl1e tепаіп, and the 
type of soil. I-Iowever, for plшming pшposes, each l1igh explosive (.НЕ) 
round is considered to have а circнlar lethal bшstiпg area (See Figure 1 6-2). 

120 111111 Mortaт 

Figure 16-2. АгtіІІегу апd Могtаг Blast Radii. 
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Risk Estimate Distance (RED) - Risk estimate distance (RED) is c1efiпed as 
t11e miпimum distaпce friend1y troops сап approac11 111е effects of friend1y 
f'ires withoLit SLifTeriпg appreciable casLia1ties of 0.1 percent iпjLiry РІ or 
higher." REf) applies to combat only. RED takes into accouпt the bursting 
radiLis of particular шunitions and the characteristics ofthe delivery system. 
lt associates this combinatioп with а percentage representiпg the likelilюod 
of becomiпg а casнalty, that is, the регсепtаgе of risk. 

60пнn Mortш· І ОО meters 150 mete1·s 175 mcteгs 

81 mш Мопаr 165 щeteis 185 meteiS 230 meteiS 

I20mm Mortaг 150 meters 300 meteгs 400 meters 

l 05mm llщvitzer 175 шete1·s 200 meters 275 meteiS 

ISSmm Howitzeг 200 meters 280 meters 450 meters 

RISK ЕSТІМАТЕ DISTANCES (ІО'У., J>l) 

6Оm1п Могtа1· 60 meteгs 65 meters 65 meteгs 

81 mm Mot1ar 75 meters 80 шeters 80 meteп 

I20mm Mortar І ОО Іпeters 100 mete1·s І ОО meteгs 

105тш Howitzeг 85 meteп 85 meters 90 meters 

155mm flo\vitzeг І ОО mete1·s І ОО meters 125 tлeteгs 

!55 DPJCM 150 meters 180 meters 200 merers 

І;їgш·е 16-З. Kisk Estimare Distaпce. !{efereпce r:м 3-21.20, І 0-9. 

Danger C/ose ·· is announced wheп аррІісаЬІе. Jncl ude the term danger 
close in the metlюd-of-eпgagement portioп of the саІІ for fire wІ1еп tl1e 
target is within 600 meters of any frieпdly elemeпts for both moгtars and 
field artillery. When adjusting naval gнnf'ire, аnпоuпсе DANGER СІЛSЕ 
wl1en the taгget is located within 750 meters апd naval gнns 5 iпches or 
smaller are іп use. For naval guns larger tІшп 5 iпches, апnонnсе DANGER 
CCOSE when the target is witl1in 1 ,ООО meters. Т!1е creeping method of 
adjнstment will Ье Lised exclusively 'iшing danger close missioпs. The 

2 1'М 3-21.20, 10-9. 
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forward obseгver шakes raпge chaлges Ьу creeping tl1e гouпds to the target 
using correctioпs of' less thaп І ОО шeters. 3 

Types of lndirect Fire Missions 

Adjust Jire - This type of' fire шission is used when the observer is not sше 
if' tl1e roLшd(s) will have eftect on the target. The observeг шау use grid, 
polar, or shift шissioпs. 

Fіге .fог Ejject -- This type of fire шіssіоп is used vvhen tl1e observer is 
reasonably sure that the гouнd(s) will have eff"ect. 

Suppt·ession Mission - This type of fire шission is used for а rapid delivery 
оГ fires noпnally against pre -plaпнed targets with а duratioп. 

lmmecliate Suppгession - This type of fire шission is used for а rapili 
(ielivery of' fire against targets that have takeп f'riendly eleшeпts LІnder fit·e . 

Additioпal fіге шissions inclLІde : suppression of' епету air def'ense (SEAD), 
іllLІшіпаtіоп, апd smoke. 

СаІ\ for Fi1·e (CFF) 

А Call for Fіте (CFF) is а conc ise шessage prepared Ьу the observeг . Jt 
contains all the inforшat ion needed Ьу the FDC to deterшine the шethod of 
TGT attack. It is а request f'or fire not an order . It ШLІst Ье sent quickly and 
clearly so that it is understood, гecorded, and read back \vithout error Ьу the 
FDC гecorder. 

There are three parts consisting of six eleшents іп а CFF: 

І . Observer Identificatioп. 

2. Waгп i ng Order. 

3. Target І"осаtіон. 

4. Target Descriptioн. 
5. Metlюd of Eпgagerneпt. 
б . Metlюd ofFire and Control. 

3 гм 3-21.8, 2-32. 

Part One 

Part Two 

Part Three 
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Methocl of Fire and Contгol - The metlюd ot' f'ire and coпtrol iпdicates the 
desired manпer ot· attackiпg the target, whetheг the observer wants to coпtrol 
tl1e time ог delivery ot· Лrе, апd vvhetheг he сап observe the target. The 
obseгver announces the appropriate method of' Л ге anci control.4 Methods of' 
Control include: 

• When ready (standard) 
• At ту command (time ot' tlight?) 
• Ву round, sl1ell, ріесе, section, platoon 
• Do поt load/ "'Cancel сіо not Joad'' 
• Caпnot observe (f'or а "І:і ге for Eft'ect" ГН:: оп kлоwп taгget) 

• Time on target/ Ті ше to taгget 
• CoпtinuoLІs lllLІmiпation 

• Cooгdinated ІІІшnіпаtіоп 

• ContiпuoLІs 

• Repeat 
• f<'ollowed Ву 

Adjнst Fire Missioнs 

Grid Metlmd- Requires а шар апd compass. There are tl1гec initial steps to 
ап adjust Лге gгid missioп . Tl1ese are: 

l . The obseгver Jocatcs tl1e target on the map. 
2. The oЬseгver serкis FDC ап eigl1t digit gгісі. 
3. The ol)scrver пeeds to determine tl1e oЬserver-target (ОТ) direction іп 

mils. Thc ОТ direction normally vvill Ьс sent after the iпitial CFF. since it's 
not neecled Ьу the FDC to locate thc taгget. However, dircction пшst Ье sent 
before tl1e Лrst correction is made. ТІ1е t'ollowiпg is an example ot' а grid 
СП: 

Observer·:"Q8Z tl1is is УбN , adjust fire, over." 
FDC: "Adjust firc , out." 
Observer: "Cirid PU 347 689, over." 
FDC: "Grid PU 347 689, out .. " 
()[)server: "Four trucks in thc о реп , УТ in etTect, over." 
1-· ос: "l''our trucks in the ореп , VT іп effect, out." 
FDC: " Shot, ovcr.'' 
Observer: "Shot, out.'' 
FDC: " Splash, оvег." 
Obseгveг: "Splasl1, out." "Add 400, оvег.'' 

• 1:м 3-21.8, 2-33. 
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Г' DС: "Add 400, out." 
Obsc!'vc!':"Drop 200, ovcr." 
f'DC: "Drop 200, out." 
Observer:"Fїre for etTect, O\'er." 
FDC: "Fire for effect, out." 
Observer: "End of шission, fош trl!cks destroyed, оvсг." 

Polar Met!totl -- tJsiпg tl1is method the observer doesп't пееd а тар, 

howevcr the FDC must kпow the oЬserveг's location. There агс thrce key 
elements to an adjust fіге polar missioп . These are: 

І. The observcr sends FDC а directioп to the target expresscd in mils (to 
ncarcst І О mils) . 
2. ТІ1е observer sends FDC а distance to the target expressed іп шeters (to 
nearest І OOm). 
З. The obser\'er sends FDC а vertical shift і п 5 meter increments (to nearest 
5m). 
* Observer must report his location prior to sending CFF. 

The following is ап example of а polar CFF: 

Observer: 
f'DC: 
OЬserver: 

F'DC: 
Observc1·: 
f'DC: 
FDC: 
()[)server: 
FDC: 
Obseгver: 

"Q8Z tl1is is УбN, adjust firc , polar, оvег . " 

"Adjust firc polar, онt" 
"Direction 1240, Distance 600, dowп 30, over." 
"Directioп 1240, Distaпce 600 , down 30, онt . " 

"lntiшtry Platooп in the open, daпger close, ovcr." 
" lnfantгy Platoon in the open, danger close, онt." 
"Sl1ot, ovcr." 
"Slюt. out." 
''Splash, over." 
"Splash, out." 
"End of'шission , 10 casualtics, platooп dispeгsed , ove!'.'' 

Sll(ft .from а Known Point Metltod Usiпg this method the observer 
doesn ' t пееd а map, however tl1e observer must Ішvе one known point also 
kпown Ьу tlle FDC. Shift from а Know Point is reasoпably accurate bLJt is 
tl1e slowest ot' the three methods. Tl1ere are foнr key elements to ап adjust 
fire sl1ift mission . Tl1ese are: 

І. ТІ1е observ·er seпds FDC an ОТ directioп expressed іп шіІs (to nearest І О 

rnils). 
2. The observer seпds FDC а lateral shift (left/rigl1t) expressed іп meters (to 
nearest І Om). 
З . The observer seпds FDC а raпge sl1ift expгessed іл meters . 
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4. ТІ1е observer sends FDC а vertical shift in 5М incгeшents. 
*Direction is frorn obseгver to target, аІІ otheг data is troш kлоwп роіпt to 
target. 

Hand Mils Measнrements 
І fingcr: ЗОтіІs 

2 fingers: 70mils 
3 fingers: І ОО mils 
4 fingcrs: 125 mils 

F'ist: 180 rn і ls 
5 fingcr·s spread: 300 mils 

The following diagraш visually deшonstrates the steps involved V.'Їth the 
sl1ift 111etlюd: 

ОТ FACTOR 
Distaнce Іо dt~ tшgt~t 

cч>ros<ed "' tbou>andь ~В 1 023 
Example !800m ОТ Factor 2 

2600ш ОТ Factor 3 ?1 
~~о;; g;;:~':; 500 rneters 

ADJUSTMENT 

~1~~~~~~~~~~----------------~ Dev~~~~~~~ti~::~. R ~ ftoш tlte юшtd to the tmget) 

Dii: 3500 шils 
Dist: 4200m 

RG Factor: 4.2 

w~RxM 

R is tlte ОТ fac tш· mtd М is 
ш.ils trom rouud to tЗJ·get. 

Raлge Adjusnne.tІt (Add Drop trcш the 
rcund to the t.at·get) 
S\lccess.ive Brackefiпg Tcch: 
Add/Drop 400rn 
Add,'Drop 200ш 
Add Drop І OOrn 
Add!Drop 50ш 

Fire For Effea 
\\l1en уо\1 ме '\\-ithin 50 шeters 

4.2 х 70 mils = 294 
Express 294 t.o 290 

f'iguгe 16-4. Shift from а Know11 Point Metho(J. 
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Т11е following is an example of' а shift CFF: 

Obseгver: 

FDC: 
Observer: 
FDC: 
Obse1·veг : 

~- ос: 

FDC: 
Observer: 
FDC: 
Observer: 

"Q8Z this is Y6N, Лге for effect, shift from 
АВІО23, over." 

"FFE, SI1ift froт АВ І 023, Out" 
· 'Directioп 3650, rigi1t 70, add 500, dowп ІО over." 
"Directioп 3650, right 70, add 500, dowп І О over.'' 
" Масhіпе gun positioп , coпverged sheaf, at ту 
coтmand, over." 
"Масhіпе gнп positioп , conveгged sheaf, at ту 
СОП11113Пd , Ollt." 

"Shot, over." 
"Shot, онt . " 

"Spiash, over." 
"Spiash, out." 
"Епd ofшissioп , target dcstroyed , оvсг." 

Adjust Fire hy Sound - For adjнsting fire іл jungle environments, estiшate 
tl1e distance to the explosion of' the round Ьу counting the nшnber of' 
seconds f'rom the impact of the projectile until you hear the explosion. 
Mllltiply the nшnber of seconds Ьу the speed of' sound (350 шeters/second) . 

Add or drop the resнlting distaпce, as appropriate. 5 

Concll!sion 

The goal of' tl1is chapter was to gain а basic working know\edge of the 
capabilities, planning particl!lars, апd control шеаsшеs associated with fire 
support. Special f'orces soldiers plan аtкі coordiпate fire sl!pport in order to 
achieve liecisive resнlts . Planniпg shoнld al\vays іпсІнdе fire sl!pport іп all 
its forшs еvеп if' the leader thinks it's шшecessary. 

5 , .. м 90-5, 1-2. 
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Special Гorces sokiiers nшst Ье аЬ1е to рІап, oгganize, апd operate 
helicopter lan(iiпg zoпes (Hl-Zs). This chapter· will discLІss tl1e basics 
regarding this critical task. 

Helicopter Landing Zones (HLZs) - Leaders пшst coпsider tl1e f()I\O\viпg 
when se1ectiпg ап LZ for day апd nigl1t operatioпs: 
• Туре oГhelicopter. 

• SccLІrity. 

• СІеагіпg size. 
• SLІгface coпditioпs. 
• GroLІпd slope. 
• Obstacles оп approac\1 апd departшe. 
• Approach апd departшe paths. 
• Prevailiпg winds. 

Aircrajt Toucltdown Point (TDP) Sizes - А minitnal сіrсLІІаг lanciing роіпt 
separatioп from оtІ1ег аігсгаft апd obstacles is пeeded (See data below). The 
size of the CZ will Ьс dccided Ьу thc aviation LІnit commaпder based оп 
size/type of аігсгаft, pilotiLІnit proficiency, wl1ether the operatioп will take 
рІ асе dшing tl1e day or at night, and atmospl1eric conciitions. А voici poteпtial 
hazards sLІch as blowiпg sапсі and snow, tree stLІmps, or large rocks. 

Туре of АС: Dіашеtег oГToLІchdo\vn Роіпt (TDP) 
1. МН-6 І АН-6 І О Meters 
2. lJH-72A І ОН-580 15 Metcrs 
3. AH-1W IAH-IZ I АН-64 І ОН-1У l lJH-1N 20 Meters 
4. lJH-60A І Ш-1-бОL І lJH-бOM І SH-60 25 Mctcrs 
5. MV-2:28 І CV-228 
6. CH-47(DIF) І СН-53(Е/К) 

7. Desert/Snow Landing Zones anci 
Sling Load Aiгcraft (Day) 

8. Sling Load Loпg Liпes 
9. Sling Load Aiгcraft (Night) 

30 Mcters 
35 Mcters 
100 Meters 
100 Met.ers 
125 Mcters 
150 Mcters 1 

Note: Т11е suгface conditions at the site should Ье fіrПІ enoLІgh to support tl1e \veight 
of thc аігсгаft апd ti·ec ot· loosc sand, snow, or debris (browп-oLІt or whitc-out 
coпditioпs).2 

1 Distancc bet\veen ceпters оГГDР is 1.5 tiшes tl1e size оГtІ1е touch point used fог sizes 1-6. 
1 АІІ ol1stacles ".· іІІ Ье reшoved, reduced or maгked. А landing point >viii пever contain an 
оЬsт.асІе. (Obstacles аге aнyth iпg tl1at is 18" l1igh, wi(ie ог (іеер). 
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Ground Slope - А patrol leader should choose an LZ site with relatively 
level groнпd . Groнпd slope сап Ье coпsidered an obstacle. Іп general , for the 
helicopteг to Jaпd safely, the slope should not exceed 7 degrees . Whenever 
possible, direct pilots to land upslope rathet· than downslope. АІІ l1elicopters 
can Jaпd \Vhere ground slope measшes 7 degrees ot· less and по advisory is 
required. When the slope exceeds minimшn restrictioп, observation апd 
utility l1elicopters that utilize skids for Jandiпg must termiпate at а hover to 
load or off-load persoплel or supplies (See Figшe І 7- І). 

Туре of АС: UH-1/CH-53 ОН-58/МН-6/АН-6 MV/CV-22 UH-60/CH-47 
Мах Slope б 8 9 15 

F i gш·e 17-1. Махіпшm Slope. 

Note: Wheп the slope exceeds І 5 degrees, all helicopters must Ье issued an 
advisory апd terminate at а hover to load or otf-load personпel or supplies. 
Never laпd an aircraft facing downs\ope it" at аІІ possible. 3 

Ca/culating Grouml Slope - The approximate groLІпd slope angle шау Ье 
caJculated Ьу mLІltiplyiпg the gradieпt Ьу 57 .3. This method is reasonably 
ассшаtе for slope angles LІnder 20 degrees (See Figшe 17-2). 

Horizonlal .Di~tance = JОООш 

Vertkal Di~tance (YD) =В -А 

HD=3000m 

VD= 700 - 550ш 

150m 

Degree of Slope = 150 х 57.3 = 8585 

8595 ..;.. 3000m = 2.865 
2.865 rou.nded np to nexl •vhole 
number = 3 degrees 

Figuгe 17-2. Gгouпd Slope Computatioп. 

Obstac/es оп АррrоасІІ or Departure -- Fог LZs tl1at are bordered оп the 
approach апd departшe eпds Ьу tall obstacles sLІch as trees, power lines, or 
steep moLІntaiпs , planners figure an obstacle ratio of І О to І . That is , if а 
helicopter пшst approach ог depaгt directly over а І 0-toot tall tree, then the 
Іапdіпg роіпt mLІst have 1 ОО feet of horizontal clearance. А 50 meter buffeг 
or а 5: І Obstac\e Ratio (whichever is greateг) will Ье giveп оп approach апd 

' FM 3-11.38, 4-5. То (ieteгmine slope іп регсепtаgе ог degrees, expгess аІІ measuгemeпts і11 
eitl1et· feet or meteгs, but поt botl1. [f tl1e тар sl1eet expresses elevation іп meters, mult iply Ьу 
thгee to coпvert іпtо feet. If the map sl1eet expгesses elevatioп іл feet , (iivide Ьу tІ1гее to coпvet1 
to meters. 
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departure ends of' tl1e LZ.4 Lef't and Right sides of'the site: А І О meter buffer 
wi\1 Ье given to bot\1 sides of'the site. 

l'igttre 17-З . Махітшп АлgІе of Approacl1. 

Approac/1 and Departure Patl1s -- Ideally, approaches and departures are 
made along the long axis of the LZ over the lowest obstacle, and іпtо the 
wiпd. Always attempt to land aircгaf't іпtо а head wiпd. Wind direction ot'45 
degrees lef't or right ot'laпd heading considered а head wiпd (Figшe 17-4). 

Crosswiпd 
Head,viшl ----
Cгosswind 

Tailwiшt 

Figшe 17-4. Ргеvа і Ііпg Wiпd atl.J. 

Cross\viпli and tailwinds f'ог еасІ1 aircraf't аге listed іп below (Figшe 17-5). 

Туре of АС: 

Cross\viпli 

Tail\viпti 

UH-IN/tJH-60/CH-53/MН/AH-6 MV/CV-22 ОН-58 UH-IY СН-46/47 ЛН-64 

15 зо 35 40 45 45 
15 І О 20 40 І О 45 

І.'іgш·е !7-5. Maximtttn Crosswind апd Tailw i пd Allo,vance. 

Markiпg of LZs- Use NA ТО "У" and "Т" Іапdіпg zопе markiпgs systems 
to designate the toucl1dowп роіпt (TDP). WІ1еп usiпg а Nato "Т" you must 
add 20 meters to the total leпgth of the site. 1-Zs may Ье marked with 
vагіонs methods: VS-17 panels, omni-directioпal visible ligtJtiпg systems, 
апd strobe lights or virtually any type of overt lightiпg or marking system. 

4 І'М 3-2!38,4-7. 
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Regardless of the type of шarkiпg device used, the patrol ideпtifies the ТОР 
(See figure 17-6) . 

9 
7 шeters 

6 
f 

14шefers 

Q _ _ .....xl ___ ,Q 
14 шete- 1·s 

NATO "У" 

NATO "Т" 

о --1 0-ш-. e-te-rs-o ·--1-0 -m-~te-·r-~ -·о 

r 
10 шetet·s 

t 
10 шeters 

l 
Гigure 17-6. NATO Laпdiпg Zone Markiпgs. 

Nigl1t Operations -- А lighted (iпverted) "У" iпdicates the laпdiпg роіпt of 
the lead aircratt. At пight, аІІ Іапdіпg lights slюulcl Ье placed іп directioпal 
holes that сап only Ье sееп from the directioп of approach апd fгom above, 
but поt from tl1e grot1пd. If this is поt possible, keep all lights otT for 
security purposes uпtil the last practicalmomeпt .. 

Wl1e11 pilots аге usiлg NVGs, gгонлd реrsоппеІ mark the LZ witl1 iпfrared 
(IR) chemlights іп the NA ТО patterп . Grouпd persoплel шark the reception 
coшmittee leader' s (RCL) position Ьу Ш. bLJzz-saw (tying ап IR chemlight 
to 3-foot of 550 cord алd swinging it іп а vertical сігсІе ). 

Nigllt Emergency Landing -- Vehicle headlights offer one kind of 
emergency nigl1t ligl1tiпg. РІасе two vehicles аЬонt 35 meteгs apart апd 35 
meters do>Ynwind of the landing point. They shine tl1eir l1eadlights so that 
their Ьеашs intersect at tl1e center of the landing point. Т11е he licopter 
approaches into the vY ind, passes betvYeeп the Yehicles , and lands in the 
lighted area. This metlюd does поt work weJI fог large helicopters. 

Establislt а Landiпg Zone - The patrol leader lшlts his element іп the 
Yicinity of tl1e tentative CZ. This distance is МЕТТ -ТС dependent. ТІ1е РІ., 

tl1en coпtiLJcts а leaders · recon ot· the tentat i\'e L,Z, апtі occLipies tl1e site Ьу 
establishing security, anti sets the reшainder of his element in chalk ortier. 
І. РІ., then sets нр the I.Z marking systeш Ьу tieterшining the land head i пg 

whicl1 is regLJiateti Ьу the following: 
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• Long axis of'the site. 
• Wiпd direction апd speed. 
• Slope at the site. 

2. РІ~ will eпsures tl1ere is 360 degree security/observatioп of' the site. 
3. PL will theп determiпe the obstacle ratio at the approacl1 апd departure 
eпds of'the site and establish the locatioп of'TDP. 
4. PL will tl1eп call tl1e markiпg party f'orward апd ensure the markiпg 
system is eitl1er tieci or staked down. If' the situation permits, the patrol 
recovers the markings bef'ore exfil. 

Note: the marking can Ье sucked into the engiпe intakes if not secureci. 

Trees (7 шeter IJ.igh) 

І'їgLІге 17-7. One-sided LZ. 

Approac!Іing tlІe Aircraft - Опсе the HLZ is occupied and secuгed, the 
patrol leader: 
І. Readies persoпnel and eчllipment f'or loadiпg. 
2. Ensures personnelшove toward the aircraft опІу after it has landed. 
3. Арргоасh the aircraf't at а croLІch. Ве aware of' items such as antennas. 
4. If'the aircraft has landed on а slope, approach it trom tl1e down slope side. 
5. App1·oach the f'ollowing types of'aircraf't as irкiicated: 
• LJH-1 helicopter: Approacl1 f'rom 45 degrees off'the f'roпt of tl1e aircraft. 
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• UH-60 helicopter: Арргоасh directly trom the sides. Use this sаше 
approach for 01-1- 58, ОН-б and cargo l1elicopters vvhen using the 
for~·ard troop doors. 

• For cargo helicopters (СН-47, СН-46, and MV-22B) when using tl1e 
rear rашр: Approach froш 45 degrees offthe rear ofthe aircraft. 

• СІ-1-53 helicopter: Approach only t'roш the гight rear in ordeг to avoid 
the tail rotor. 

Note: Never approacl1 utility or light observation hel icopters (Other than the 
lJH-72A) fі·ош the rear tiue to the tail rotor hazard. The lJH -72А is а гight 
side as well as а tail loading Medevac А/С. 

Air Movement Cltecklist: 

1. SIТUATION. 
а. Епеmу Situatioп. 

(!) Епсmу air capability. 
(2) Enemy ADA capability. 
(3) Inc lнde in weatl1er: % Illшn, illнm angle, NVG \Vindow, сеіІіпg, and visibility. 
Ь. Frieпdly Sitнatioп. 

( l) Unit(s) supportiпg operatioп . 

(2) Frieпdly ADA statнs. 
2. MISSION. 
З. EXECUTJON. 
а. Сопсерt ofOperatioп. 

Ь. SнЬнпіt Missions. 
с. Coordinatiпg iпstrнctioпs. 

( l) Рісkнр Zone. 
(а) Name/Numbcr. 
(Ь) Coordinates. 
(с) Load Тіmс. 
(d) Takeoff Time. 
(е) Markings . 
(t) Coпtrol. 
(g) Laпdiпg F'ormation . 
(!1) Approach/Departure Directioп. 
(і) Alternate PZ Name/Nшnbeг. 

(j) Pcnctratioп Poiпts. 
(k) Extt·actioп Points. 

(2) Laпdiпg Zопс. 
(а) Name/Numbcr. 
(Ь) Coordiпates . 

(с) H-Hour. 
(d) Markiпgs. 
( с) Coпtrol. 
(f) Laпdiпg t'oпnation/Diгectioп. 
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(g) Alt LZ Name/Number. 
(І1) Dcccptioп РІап. 

(і) ЕхtІ·асtіоп LZ. 
(З) Laagcr Site. 
(а) Comnшпicatioпs. 

(Ь) Sеснгіtу f'orce. 
(4) Flight Roнtcs апd Altcrnatcs. 
(5) AЬort Сгіtег іа. 

(б) Ооwп Aircraft/Crcv.· ( dcsigпatcd arca of rccovcry І OAR]). 
(7) Special lпstгнctioпs. 
(8) Cгoss-FL.OT Coпsideratioпs. 
(9) Aiгшtft Spccd. 

Conclusion 

The ршроsе of this cl1apter was to gain an uшleгstaщling of what is 
required to plan, огgапіzе, аІ1(і орегаtе helicopteг landing zones (HCZs). Tl1e 
goal is develop а basic knowletlge of tl1e minmal reqLІiremeпts гequire(i to 
safely condLІct а Hl-7 operation - knowledge of potential hazarlls, slope 
calcLІlatioп, gюLІnd clearance, wind allo,vaпce, stшкlard markiпgs, as well 
as particLІlarities of night air орегаtіопs. Additionally, the selection of tl1e 
HLZ mLІst satisty the reqнircmeпts of both the aircre\v шкі grouщi for·ce. 
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Chapter 18 Weapons 

"И1f1en the crap 17its the fan you 111011 't rise to tf1e occasion, you 'lf defauft to your 
levef uftгaining. " - Вштеtt Tillman 

Іп oгder to ехсеІ , it is imperative that еvегу Special Foгces soldieг have 
expeгtise with the follow iпg weapon systeшs tlшt are covered in this 
chapter. This chapter \Viii discuss the follow iпg: 

• Cardinal Rules of Weapons Safety. 
• М4 СаrЬ іпе. 

• М203 Greпade Cauncl1er. 
• М249 Sqнad Aнtomatic Wеароп (SA W). 
• М240 Machiпeguп. 

• МІ36 АТ4. 

The Four Cardinal Rules ot· Weapoпs Safety 

І. Always treat every wеароп as if it's loaded. 
2. I)on' t роіпt your weapon at aпything уон'rе not williпg to destroy. 
3. Кеер уош fiпger offthe trigger utltil уон are ready to engage. 
4 . Always Ье sнre ofyour target, and what is behind and in fгont of it. 

М4 Carbine 

ТІ1е М4 сагЬіnе is а gas-operated, шagaziпe-fed , slюulder-tiгed weapon 
'vvith а telescoping stock. The М4 is а variaпt of tl1e oгiginal AR-15 гifle 

desigпed Ьу Eugene Stoпer апd made Ьу ArmaLite. As а shorteпed vагіапt 
ot· tt1e М 16Л2 гitle, the М4 has а 14.5 in (370 тт) barrel, which allows its 
нser to better operate in close quarters combat. This sectioп 'vvill discuss the 
l oadiпg, cleaгing and fuпctioпs check of the М4 Carbine (FigLІre 18- І). 

І'іс~Ніtшу 

QtІа<і- І·аі І 

F'igшe 18-1. М4 СагЬіпе. 
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М4 І М16 Carbine Generall)ata 

Wcight: 
Carbine, М4А І, w/sling and loaded magaziпe ........................................... 8.б3 ІЬ 
Н.іЛе, МІ бА2, w/sliпg and loadec\ magazine .............................................. 8.81 ІЬ 

Rifle, М \бАЗ, МІ6А4, w/sliпg апd loaded шаgаzіпе .... ...... .. .. ....... ........... 9.13 ІЬ 

Lcngth: 
Carbinc with compensator, buttstock extcnded ........................................ 33.0 іп. 
СагЬіпе wit\1 compeпsator, buttstock closed ............................................ 29.75 іп. 

ВаrгеІ (М4) ................................................................ .. ........ .. .... .. ..... .. ........ 14.5 іп. 

Barrcl (М 16) ................................................................................................. 20 in. 
МесlшпісаІ Featurcs: 
R.ifliпg ................................................... Rigl1t-l1aпd twist 6 grooves, І turп іп 7 іп. 
Trigger pull (М 16А2 , МІ бА4, & М4) ............................................... 5.5 to 9.5 lb 
·ггigger pull (МІ бАЗ & М4А І) ........................................................... 5.5 to 8.5 ІЬ 
Aшmunitioп: 

Caliber ........................................................................................................ 5.5бтт 
Mt~zzle velocity (М4) ................. .... ............................. .. .......................... 2,970 фs 
Muzzle velocity (МІ б) ............................................................................ З, 1 ОО fps 

Ranges: 
Maximum raпge ................................................ 11,814 ft. (approximately 3,600 ш) 
Maximtшl effcctive raпge: 
lпdividt~a l /poiпt targets (МІ бАЗ ІМ 1 бА4 Rifles & Carbiпes) ...... І ,б41 ft (500 m) 

lпdiv idLІal/poiпt targets (М 16А2 RіЛе) .................. .. .................... І ,80б ft (550 rп) 
Area targets (МІ бАЗ/МІ бА4 Rifles & Са1·Ьіпеs) ........................ І ,950ft (594 m) 
Меа targets (М 16А2 Rifle) ........................................................... 2,б25 ft (800 m) 

Rates of l<'ire: 
СусІіс rate offire (CarlJiпes) (appгoximate) ................................. 700 to 970 rds/m 
СусІіс rate offiгe (Rifles) (approximate) ................................ .. ... 700 to 900 rds/m 
Maximum rate of fігс: 
Scmiautomatic ........................................................................................... 45 rds/m 
Buгst ......................................................................................................... 90 rds/m 
Sllstaiпed rate of fire .... .... .. ....................... .. .. ................................... 12 to 15 гds im 1 

1 Tec llllical iпtoгmation fгom ТМ 9-1 005-319-2З&Р, 28 Nov 2008. 
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Loading tlle М4 Carhine The following sequence is to Ье used wl1en 
loading the М4 Carbine: 

І. Point tl1e шuzzle in а Safe 
direction (work space). Attempt 
to place selector leveг on SAFE. 
If weapon is not cocked, Іеvег 

canпot Ье placeti оп SАГЕ. 

2. Cock the bolt ореп l)y pнlling the cl1arging handle to tl1e rear. Press 
bottoш of bolt catch апd allow bolt to nюve forward uпtil it engages bolt 
catcl1. RettІПl charging handle to f'ull forward position. ІГ you l1ave поt done 
so ЬеГоrе, place the selector Jever on SAFE. 

З .Coпduct а tl1ree-point check Ьу visually iпspecting the chaшber, the 
magaziпe well, апd tl1e bolt face to ensure these areas contaiп no атто. 

4 . Inspect tl1e loaded magazine and insert it pнsl1iпg it into tllC magaziпe 
lюusing нпtіІ tl1e magaziпe catch eпgages all(.i lюlds tl1e magaziпe іп рІасе 
(press/pull). 
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5. With the selector lever оп SAFE, allow the 
bolt to go foпvard Ьу pгessiпg tl1e upper portioп 
of the bolt catch . 

6. Тар the forward assist. 

7. Close the dust cover. 

Clearing ojtl1e М4 Carbine- The followiпg sequeлce is to l)e LІsed whcп 
clcariпg the М4 СаrЬіпс: 

І. Роіпt the шuzzle in а Safc direction 
(vvork spacc). Atteшpt to рІасе selector 
lever on SAf'E. If weapon is поt 

cocked, lever caпnot Ье placed on 
SAFE. 

2. Reшove tl1e шagazine Ьу depгessiпg 
the шagazine catcl1 bнtton and pulling 
the rnagazine dowп (drop the sошсе offeed) . 
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З. То lock the bolt ореп pull tl1e chaгging haпdle to the rear. Observe the 
ejectioп of' the round. Press bottom of bolt catch and allow bolt to move 
f'orward until it engages bolt catch. Retuгп chargiпg handle to f'ull f'oгward 
positioп. If'yoLІ have поt dопе so bef'ore, рІасе the selector Іеvег оп SAFE. 

4. Coпduct а thгee-poiпt check Ьу visLІally iпspectiпg the c!1amber, the 
magaziпe well, апd the bolt f'ace t.o ensшe these агеаs coпtain по шшnо. 

5. With tl1e selector lever оп SAFE, allow the bolt to go f'orward Ьу pressiпg 
tl1e LІpper рогtіоп ofthe bolt catch. 

6. Whi le роіпtіпg tl1e гifle in а saf'e dігесtіоп, рІасе the selector lever on 
SEMI апd squeeze the triggeг. 

7. РLІІІ the chargiпg hап,іІе fLІIIy гearward апd release it, allowing the bolt to 
retLІrп to the fLІll foг>vaгd positioп. 

8. РІасе tl1e selector Jever оп SAf'E. 

9. Close tl1e ejectioп port соvег. 

444 



Chapter J 8 W еаропs 

М203 Greнade Lauнcher 

The М203 greпade latшcher is а lightweight, siпgle-shot, breech-loaded, 
рнmр action (slidiпg ЬапеІ), shoн\der-fired weapon that is attached to an 
М \б rit1e series, or the М4 carbine series \Vith the М203А І, апd М4 carbine 
series \vith the rail system (Figure \8-2). 2 

l.eaf Sig!Jt 
Asscщbly 

Barrcl 
Asscrпbly 

Latcl\ 

Гіguге \8-2. М203 Gгепаdе LаuпсІ1ег. 

The М203 has the tollowing capabilities: 

Maximшn raпge is 400 шeters. 
Maximнm eftective raпge for ан area target is 350 meteгs. 
Maximum eftective raпge for а роіпt target is \50 meters. 

• The miпimum апnіпg raпge ofthe 40 шш юuпd is 14 to 38 шeters . 

• The гаtе of tire is 5 to 7 rouпds per miпute. 
• The casнalty radius of an М203 40 rшn НЕ rонпd is 5 meters. 

Loading t/1e М203- Т11е following seqнence is to Ье Ltsed wheп \oadiпg the 
М203: 

\.То \oad the wеароп, first press the 
ЬапеІ latch апd slide the ЬапеІ 

forward. 

2. Опсе the l)arrel is in the forward 
position рІасе the wеароп on SAf'E 
апd visuaJ\y inspect the barrel to 
епsuге it is clear. 

r:м 3-22.31. 3-З . 
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3. Then insert аmnшпіtіоп іпtо the chamber апd 
slide the ЬаrгеІ rearward uпtil it locks 'Nith ап 
audible click. 

Click 

Unloading the М203 - То uпload the greпade Jauпcl1er, first clepress the 
barrel latch апd move the barrel torward. The cartridge case or rouпd shoнld 
automatically eject. lf tl1e case is stнck, tap it with а сІеапіпg гоd to remove 
it (Figure 18-3). Тhеп рІасе the weapon 011 SAFE, slide the barrel rearwaгd , 

locking it to the breech. 

' ооаа"а :о а v 

1Q_--dJ!)!,<~I !,.._...- ~ 
Figure 18-3. М203 StLІck Cartridge. 

М249 SAW 

The М249 machine gun is а gas-operateti, air-cooled, belt ог шagazine
fed , automatic weapon that fires from the орел-ЬоІt position. 1t has а 
maximнm rate of fire of 850 roнnds per miпute. Primarily, ammнпition is 
feti into the weapon from а 200-roнnd ammuпition Ьох containing а 
disintegrating metallic split-link belt. As an emergency means of feeding, 
the М249 machine gнn can нsе а 20- or 30-round М 16 rifle magazine but 
increases the сІ1шке of stoppages. This gun can Ье fired from the shoнldeг, 
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hip, or underaпn positioп; from the bipod-steadied position; or trom the 
tripod- mouпted positioп (Figure 18-4 ). 

Rc;1r Sight 
Л&оспtЬІу 

НанdІе 

Asscmbly 

('ovcr and f~'<.xl Tr·:ry 
М<:еfІшІі511ІАsоешtІ1у 

Гіgше 18-4. М149 SA W. 

lliшcl 

A~scmbly 

(f{ts 

Cylшder 

Аs,сrІІІ!І} 

М249 Squad Automatic Weapon General Data 

Specilications: 
Leпgtl1 of Weapon." .","""",.," .. " ,. """"""" "".".,."",..,."" "."." .. " . 40.87 iпches 
Height ofWeapon (on Tripod)""'"""" " """"" '" "" " """""" """"" ' 16.00 іпсІ1еs 
М249"""" ..... "" .... " .. " .. " .. " .. " .. .. . " ... "." .. ... " ." .... """ " .... .. " .. " ..... .. 16.41 pouпds 
М122 Тгіроd Mouпt with Т&Е, pint1e .... " ... ...... """ " .............. " ... 16.00 pounds 
Апшшпіtіоп .. .. " ......... 5.56-mш ball апd traceг ( 4:1 шіх) aшшuпition-de1ivered in 
200-rouпd drшns. еасІ1 ot'wl1ich wcighs 6.92 pouпds. 
Basic load .. " .. " ................ "."" .. ....... " .. .. " 1,000 rouпds in five 200-rouпd druшs 
Тгасег buпюut ... " ...... " .. .. . ,. .......... ,. .......................... " ...... " ...... " .. 900 шeters (+) 
Raпges: 

Махіпшш ... ....... ......... " .... . " ... ... ... ...... ... .......... ... ... ... ... ........ .. .. ........ 3,600 meteгs 
Махішшn effective ......... " .. """ ..... " ....... 1,000 meters with the tripod апd Т&Е 
Махішuш for graziпg tire ovcruпitoпnly slopiлg tcrraiп .. ..... ......... 600 шetcrs 

Area Target: 
Оп tripod ........ ................ " ........................... " ........ "." .. " .... .. " ." """· 1.000 metcrs 
Оп bipod ." .. .. .... . " ..... ,. ..... .. .... .... ... ..... .. ... .. " .. .. .... ... ... .. " " .. ,. .... .. ... .. " ... 800 шeters 
Point Target: 
Оп tгipod .... ... ... .. .......... ,. ....... .... ....... ......... " ............ ... ... " ..... ... ..... .. ..... 800 meters 
Оп bipod ...... " ..... ,. ..... .. ......... " ......... " .. ......... " ,. .. . " ... .. " .. "" .... ... .... ..... 600 mctet·s 
Rates of Fire: 
StІstaincd .... ......... " .......... " . 50 r·ouпds а mirшt.c іп 3- to 5 -юuпd bшsts , witl1 4 to 
5 sccoпds bct\vecп bursts (ЬштсІ changc cvery І О шіпLІtсs). 

l~apid " ......... " " .................. ........... " "" " · 100 гouпds per minute, fired іп 8- to 10-
rouпd buгsts , 2 to З secoпds bctwccп bursts (barrcl сІшпgе evcry 2 шiпutes). 
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СусІіс ............ .. .... ...... ...... ................... 650 to 850 rouпcls рег mіпнtе, сопtіпнонs 
Ьнгst, ЬаггсІ chaпged cvcry mirшtc3 

Cleariпg tl1e М249 SAW 

Always assurne tl1e М249 machine gнn is loaded. То clear the М249, 
peгform tl1e following procedшes: 

А. Move the safety to the fire position Ьу pнsl1ing it to t11e Jeft uпtil the геd 
ring is visible. 

В. With the right hand, palm up, pull the cocking ІшпdІе to the rear, locking 
the bolt іп place. 

С. While /юldiпg tl1e resistaпce on the cocking harкile, пюvе tl1e safety to 
the SAFE positioп Ьу pushiпg it to the rigl1t until the red riпg is not visible. 
(The weapon cannot Ье placed on safe unless the bolt is locked to t11e rear.) 

3 ТесhпісаІ data takeп from І'М 3-22.68 Crew-Ser·ved МасІ1 іпеgLІпs, JLІiy 2006. 
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D. Return and lock the cocking handle in tl1e forward position. 

Е. Raise the cover and teed mechanisш assembly, and conduct tl1e .f711e
point saj"ety cl1eck tor brass, liлks, ог aтшnunition: 
(І) Check the feed pawl assernbly нлdеr the teed cover. 
(2) Check the feed tray assembly. 
(3) Lift the feed tray assembly алd inspect the chambeг. 
( 4) Check the space between the bolt assembly and the chamber. 
(5) Iлsert two tingers of your left hand іп the magazine well to extract any 
ammunition or brass (See Figure І 8-5). 

Figuгe 18-5. CondtІctiпg а Five-Poiпt rлspectioн of' the М249 SA W. 

F. Close tl1e соvег and feed mechanism assembly. 

G. Move the safety to the "F" pos it ion. With the гight hand, palm нр, rеtшп 
the cockiлg haлdle to the rear positioп. Press the triggeг апd at the same 
time ease the bolt toгward Ьу manнally riding the cockiпg hапсІІе forward. 
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Load an М249 SA W 

То load the М249, the wеароп шнst Ье cleared as described. With tl1e 
teed cover raised, the gнnпer makes sLJre his face is not exposed to the open 
chamber area wl1ile l oadiпg. 

Belt - Wheп loadiпg belted шшnншtюп, al\vays сапt the wеароп to the 
right. Make sше the ореп side ofthe links is faciпg dovm, апd рІасе tl1e lead 
link tab or first rottпd of tl1e belt in the tray groove agaiпst the cш1ridge stop. 
The rotшds shoнld Ье placed tlat across the feed tray (See FigLJre 18-6). 

Cartt·idge Stop 

Lead Link ТаЬ 

Пр 

і·їgше і 8-6. Loading ап М249 ~А W. 

With уош left l1and, col!nt tive to six rounds down to hold anшlllnition іп 
рІасе оп the feed tray, whi le at the same time closiпg the feed cover witl1 
уош right hand. When closing the feeli cover, always рІасе your hand in 
fтопt ofthe rear sigl1t to prevent accidentally clшnging tl1e sight adjustment. 

Magazine - Load tl1e 20 or ЗО rotшd magaziпe Ьу insertiпg it іпtо the 
magazine well оп the left side of tl1e receiver. Pl!sh the magazine firmly іпtо 
the well until it seats аrкі the re lease tab clicks і пtо the recess оп the 
magazine. 
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Fнnctions Check он the М249 SA W 

А functioп check must Ье performed to ensure that the М249 machiпegun 
has been assembled correctly . The procedures, ін order, are as follows: 
І . Gгasp the cocking haпdle \Vith the right haпd, palm нр , апd pнll the bolt 
to the rear, locking it in place. 
2. While continuing to ho ld the resistaпce on the cockiпg haпdle, нsе the 
left hand to move the safety to the SAf'E positioп. 
З. Pнsh the cocking handle forwaгli іпtо the forward lock position. 
4. РнІІ tl1e trigger (The wеароп shoнld not fire). 
5. C1rasp the cockiпg ІшпlіІе with the right lшnd, palm нр, апlі рнlІ апd hold 
it to the rear. 
6. Move the safety to the ПRЕ positioп . 

7. Wl1ile continu iпg to holli resistaпce оп tl1e cockiпg handle. нsе the lcft 
Ішпd to pull thc triggcr апd ease tl1e bolt foпvarli to prevent it from 
slammiпg into the chamber area апd damaging the f'ace of tl1e bolt. 
8. JJ the weapon Гails tl1e fuпctioп check, cl1eck f'or missing parts or repeat 
the гeassembly procedшes . Bef()re disassembling the wеароп, make surc it 
is posit ioпed wl1ere the gнide rod апd spriпg саппоt cause boliily harm if tl1e 
bolt is Jocked to tl1e rear. The cover апd feed mechanism assembly can Ье 
closeli with tl1e bolt in either the forwarli or the rearward position. 

М249 SA W lшmediate Action 

!mmediate асtіоп is action taken to recluce а stoppage н;iflюut Lookingj'or 
the cause. Immediate action shou ld Ье taken in the eveпt ot' а misfire ог а 
cook оГf'. А mistire is the failure of а chambered round to tire. Sucl1 failнre 
can Ье lіне to ал ammнnitioп defect ог faulty firiпg mectшnisrn. А cook oft' 
is the fігіпg ot' а rounli сІне to the heat of а hot ЬаrгеІ and not to the fігілg 
mechaпism . 

Cook offs сап Ье avoideli Ьу applying immediate асtіоп \Vithiп І О 

secoпds of а failure to tire . The gнпner keeps the М249 оп his shoнlder 
while performiпg immediate асtіоп procedures. Ifthe М249 stops firiпg, he 
takes t!1e following irnmediate actioпs . An effective memory aid is РОРР, 
wl1icl1 staпlis for Pull, Observe, Push, anli Press: 

1. РнІІ апlі lock tl1e cocking hапсіІе to the rear while observiпg the ejectioп 
port to see if а cartrilige case, belt Ііпk, or roLІпd is ejected. Епsше that the 
bolt remains to tl1e rear to prevent lіонЬІе feediпg if а 1·ошк1 or cartridge 
case is not ejccted. 
2. If а cartricige case, belt Jink, ог roLІпli is ejecteci, pLІsh the cockiпg hanlile 
to its forwaгd position, take ai m on the target, апlі pгess the t1·igger. lf the 
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weapon does not t!re, take remedial action. It' а cartridge case, belt Jink, or 
roнnd is поt ejected, take remedial асtіоп . 

М249 SA W Remedial Асtіоп 

Remedial action is any action taken to determiпe the санsе ot' а stoppage 
and to restore the weapon to an operational condition. This action is taken 
only at'teг immediate action does not remedy tl1e problem. 

Coltl Weapon Procetlures - When а stoppage оссшs with а cold weapon, 
апd if itшnediate асtіоп has failed, use the following procetiшes: 
(І) While tl1e weapon is on уош slюulder, gгasp the cockiпg handle with 
the гigl1t l1aпd, palm нр; pull the cocking handle to the rear, locking the bolt. 
Wl1ile holding the resistance on the cocking handle, move the saf'ety to 
sлr:E and гetuгn the cocking haпdle. 
(2) Place the weapon оп the gгouпd or away fтom your f'ace. Open tl1e f'eed 
cover and perform the five-poiпt saf'ety check. Reload and continнe to lire. 
(З) Ifthc wеароп does not Лrе, сІеаг the weapon апd iпspect it апtі lt1e 
ammнnition. 

llot Weapon Procedures ····· Ifthe stoppage occнrs witl1 а hot wеароп (200 or 
пюrе rouпds іп less tl1aп 2 minнtes, or as пoted previoнsly f'or trainiпg), 

пюvе tl1e safcty to SAFE, wait 5 secontis (tiшing tшiniпg, Jct the weapon 
сооІ f'or 15 miпutes), and нsе the same procedшes as онtІіпеd Гог coki 
weapon procedшes. 

Jammed Cocking llandle- Jt' а stoppage осснгs, апd it' the cockiпg haпdle 
cannot Ье pнlled to the rear Ьу hand (the bolt rnay Ье fully t'orward апd 
locked or опІу partially t'oгward), the gнnner takes the t'ollowing steps: 

(І) Tries once again to рнІІ the cocking handle [Jy lmnd. 
(2) lf' the weapon is Іюt enoнgh to cause а cook otf, moves аІІ soldiers а 
saJe distance t'rom the weapon and keeps t.hem away f'or 15 minutes. 
(З) At'ter the gun has cooled, opens the covet· and disassembles t/1e gun. 
Ensшes rearward pressшe is kept on the cockiпg handle until the buf't'er is 
гenюved. (The assistant gunner helps the gunner do this.) 
(4) Renюves the rошкі or fired caгtridge. Uses cleaning rod or rнptшcd 
caгtridge extractot· it' necessary. 
(а) ln а training sitнation, at'ter completing the remedial action procedures , 
do поt fire the gнn нntil ап оrdпапсс specialist has condнctcd an inspection. 
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(Ь) In а cornbat sitнatioп, after the stoppage has been corrected, tl1e gшшеr 
cl1aпges tl1e barrel апd tries to fire . It' tl1e \veapon t'ails to fнnctioп properly, 
he sends it to the нnit апnоrег. 

М240В Machiпegнn 

ТІ1е М240В is а genera l -pшpose шachinegun that can Ье rnounted on а 
bipod, tripod, aircraft, or vehicle. The М240В is а belt-t'ed, aiг-cooled, gas
operated, t'нІІу automatic machine gнn tl1at fires ft·om the open bolt 
position.4 

Cover afld Гееd Tray 

Figuгe 18-7. М240В Machiпeguп. 

М240В Machiпegun General Data 

Specilications: 
Lcngth ofthc М240В ...... .... .. .. .. .. ............ .. .................. .. ............ .. .......... 49 inchcs 

Weight ot'tl1c М240В .. ................................. ............... ............. ........ 27.6 pounds 

Wcigl1t oftripod-mouпt М 122А І ........................... .. .. ...... .. .. .. ....... .. .. . 20 pouпds 

(tгipod witiІ!flex-rnount. complete) 

Ammuп ition .... ... .. .. ..... ... .. ... .... .... ... .. ... ... .... ........... ..... .. ..... ... .. ... ... . .......... 7 .62-rnm 

Basic load (thгee-maп сгс•w-) ... ................. ............... .. .. .. .... ... 900 to І ,200 гouпds. 

Тгасеr burпoLІt ........... ................................. . ................. .. .. ...... ...... ...... 900 meteгs 

Ranges: 
Махіпшm raпgc ... ...... .. ... ....... .. ... ... .... .. .. .. .... .. ... ... ...... ... .. ... .. .... ... ... ... 3,725 metcгs 

Maximum etfective raпgc arca targct: 

Ml22AI Tripod ...... .. ........ ....... .. ............ .. ...... 1,100 mctcrs with tгipod and Т&Е 

М 122А І Bipod ... .. ........................... .. .. .... ........ ... ............................. ... 800 metcrs 

• , .. м 3-21.68.3-1 . 
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Maxiшum effective range point: 
Тгіроd .... ...... ... ....... ............ .... ............ ..... .. ... ............. ... ... ... ...... ............ 800 meteгs 
Bipod ... ...... .... ... ... ............. ..... ............ ..... ................ ....... ........ .... .. ........ . 600 mcteгs 
Suppгcssion .................................................. .............. .................... ... І ,800 111cters 
Maximum гапgе of graziпg fire over uniformly slopiпg terгain ........ ... 600 meters 
Heigl1t of the М240В on tl1e tгipod moнnt М 122А І . ......... .. .......... 17.5 іпсІ1еs 
Rates of fire: 
Sust.aincd ... ...... ..... ...... ... ... ...... .. l ОО roнnds pcr minнte, 6- to 9-rouпd bursts 4 to 5 
seconds apat1, barrel clшnge evcry 1 О m inнtes. 

Kapid ...... ... ......... ... ............ ... 200 roнnds рег minнte, І 0- to І 3-mнnd bнrsts 2 to 3 
seconds apar·t, barrel change every 2 rпinutes. 
СусІіс ............ ......... ....... ....... ... 650 to 950 гounds per minute іп continuoнs bнrsts 
(ЬапеІ chaпge сvсгу minute)5 

Clearing the М240В Machincgun 

А . lJnload the М240В t1y pulling and locking the bolt to tl1e rear position, іГ 
it is not already there. 

В. Маш~аІІу retuгn the cocking haпdle to its Гorward position. 
С. РІасе the weapon on sаГе Ьу moving tl1e selector switcl1 to the ''S" 
position. 

D. Raise tl1e cover апd Гееd тесІшпіsш assembly, апd conduct tl1e five
poiпt saГety cl1eck Гог brass, links, or aшшunition: 

5 Technical data taken tl·om І'М 3-22.68 Cгew-Seгved Macl1 inegнns, JнІу 2006. 
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(l) Cl1eck the feed pawl assembly under the feed cover. 
(2) Check tl1e feed tray assembly. 
(3) Lift the feed tray asseшbly and inspect the clщnber. 
(4) Check the space between the bolt assembly and the chamber. 
(5) Insert two fingers in the ejection port to extract any amшunition or brass 
(See Figure J 8-8). 

Figure 18-8. l'v1240B СІеагіпg Р1·осеdше. 

Е. Close the cover and feed rnechaпism assembly. 

F. Move the safety to the "F" positioп. With the rigJ1t haпd, palm up, rcturп 
the cocking handle to the rear positioп . Press the trigger апd at tJ1e sarnc 
time ease the bolt forward Ьу mапнаІІу ridiпg the cockiпg haпdle forward. 

Load а М240В Machinegнn 

То load the М240В, the wеароп шust Ье cleared as described above. То 
load the weapon lower the feed tгау, рІасе the safety оп "F," алd рнІІ the 
cocking haпdle to the rear. Тhел put tl1e wеароп ол "S," алd ease the 
cocking haлdle torward . Wheп loading, always cant the vveapon to the гight . 

РІасе the first rouпd of the belt іп tl1e feed tray groove, dонЬІе Іілk leadiпg, 
with open side of links face down. Hold the belt aboLІt six rouпds from the 

455 



Clшpter 18 Weapons 

Joading end, while closiпg the cover assembly. Ensure that tl1e round 
remains іп tf1e feed tray groove, and close the cover assembly (Figure 18-9). 

Cartridge Stop 

d 

l7 igure 18-9. l,oading the М240В MaciІiпegun. 

М240В lmmediate Action 

Immediate асtіоп is асtіоп taken to І'ecfuce а stoppage и1ithout looking.for 
the cause. lmmediate action should Ье takeп in the eveпt ot' еіtІ1ег а rnisfire 
or а cook oft'. А misji1·e is the failure of а chшnbered round to fire. Suc\1 
tailure can Ье due to ап ammнnition defect or faulty firing mechaпism. А 
cook off is the tiriпg of а rонпd Ьу the heat of а Іюt barrel апd поt Ьу the 
tiriпg mechanism. Cookoffs сап Ье avoided Ьу applying immediate асtіоп 
within l О seconds after· а failuгe to fire. lf the М240В stops fiгing, tl1e 
регfопn the followiпg immediate асtіоп: (Ап effective menюry aid is РОРР, 

which staпds for рLІІІ, observe, push, апd press.) 
а. РнІІ апd lock tl1e cocking handle to tl1e rear while observing the ejectioп 
port to see if а cш1ridge case, belt link, or roLшd is ejected. Ensшe tlшt the 
bolt remaiпs to the rear to preveпt double feediпg if а roLІпd or cartridge 
case is поt ejecte(i. 
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Ь. If а cartridge case, belt. Jiпk, or а rонпd is ejected, returп cocking haпdle 
to forwaгd position, аіш at the target, апd presse the trigger. lt' tt1e \Vеароп 
stiii does not fire, or if а cartridge case, belt Jiпk, or гоuпd is not ejected, 
take reшedial асtіоп. 

М240В Remedial Action 

Reшedial асtіоп is апу асtіоп takeп to deteпniпe tl1e caLІse of а stoppage 
апd to restore the weapon to ап operationa! сопdіtіоп . Тl1is асtіоп is taken 
оп !у after ішшеdіаtе асtіоп did not remedy the problem. 

Cold Weapon Procetlures - Wheп а stoppage ocCLІrs witl1 а co!d >vеароп 
an(J imшediate асtіоп has fai!ed, the use the fo!lowiпg proceliшes: 
(1) Pull the cocking І1апdІе to the rear, !ocking the bolt. Return tl1e cocking 
lшndle апd place the safety to SAFE. 
(2) Place the weapon оп tl1e groнnd ог away Гrom face and open the cover, 
регfоnл the tive-point safety cl1eck. Rcload and continue to fіге . 

(3) If thc weapon does not Jire, clear the wcapon апd inspect it and tl1e 
атшнпіtіоп . 

Hot ff1eapon Procedures - lf the stoppage оссшs witl1 а hot weapon (200 
rounds or rnore іп 2 шiпutes or as noted above t'or traiпing), thc gнnпer 
шoves the saf'cty to SAFE, waits 5 secoпds (dшing traiлiпg, !ets the wеарол 
сооІ t'or 15 miлutes), нses the same proceliures as outliпed Гоr cold \vcapon 
procedшes. 

Jammetl Cocking Handle - If а stoppage occurs апd tl1e cockiпg haпdle 
cannot Ье рнІІеd to the rear Ьу haпd (the bolt шау Ье fully foгwarcl and 
Jocked or опІу partially forwaгd), take the following steps. 
(І) Try once аgаіп to рнІl the cocking hand!e Ьу hand. 
(2) Ifthe weapon is hot enoнgh to cause а cook off, шоvе a!l soldiers а safe 
distance t'гош the weapon апd keep theш away for 15 шiпutes . 

(3) After the guп has cooled, the pul l the cock i пg haпdie to tl1e rеаг . Ensшe 

rearward pressure is kept оп the cocking haпdle uпtil the driving sргіпg rod 
assembly is reшoved . Open the cover an(] disasseшbie the guп. (The 
assistant gнnneг he!ps the guпner do this.) 
(4) Remove tl1e rонпd or fired cartгilige. lJse cleaning rod or ruptured 
cartridge extractor it' necessary. 
(а) Jn а training sitнatioп, after сошрІ еtіпg the reme(iial action procedшes , 

the gнп should not Ье fired нпtіІ an inspection Ьу an ordnance specialist has 
Ьееп шаlіе . 
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(Ь) І n а сошЬаt sitнation, after the stoppage has been corrected, change the 
barrel and attempt to tire. If" the weapon f"ails to fiшction properly, the send 
it to the unit armor·er. 

Machinegun ЕшрІоушеnt 

The f"ollowing terms shoнld Ье understood witl1 regarti to machinegнn 
employшent : 

Sector of Fire - This is а target area assigned to an individual , а weapon, or 
а unit. Leadcrs normally assign cach gшшеr а primary апtі а secoпdar·y 

sector oft'ire. 

FіпаІ Protective Fire (FPF) Ап FPF is an immediately availablc, 
prearгangec[ barrier оГ tire. lt is нsed to stop enemy rnoveшeпt across 
defensive lines or areas. 

Final Protective Line (FPL) - An FPL is а precleteпnined !іпе аІопg which 
grazing fire is placed to stop an enerny assaнlt. lf" ап FPL is assigned, the 
machiпegнn sigl1ts along it, except when engaging other targets. An FPL 
becomes the machinegнп's part of the unit's fіпаІ protective fire. Although 
an F-'PL is fixed in direction and elevation, the gunner must make а small 
shift for searchiпg. Tltis keeps the enemy from crawling under the f'PL, and 
compeпsates tor terrain irregularities or the sinking of tripod legs in soft 
soil. 

Principle Direction of Pire (РІН) - А POf' is just what it sounds like; the 
rnaiп tiirectioп of fire, usнally into ап area witl1 good fields of tire or vvith а 
likely dismouпted aveпue of approach. Gнпners firing а PDr: rnay also 
provide fire sнpport to an adjacent Ltnit. Machineguпs are sighted оп the 
Рrя· only іп the аЬsепсе оГ an assigned FPL. lf а PDF is assigпed and other 
targets are unengaged, machincgнns continue to sight on the PDF. А PDF 
has the ГоІІоwіпg characteristics: 
• lt is used опІу if' an FPL is поt assigned; it then Ьесошсs the machinc 

gнn's part оГ tl1e нnit's fїnal pгotecti ve fїres. 

• Guпners determine the direction to \:vidc targcts Ьу aiming оп опе edge 
оГ the target area and noting the anюunt of traverse needed to cover tlte 
entire target. 

• The gLJnner covers the entire wedge-sl1aped area from the tnllzzle ofthe 
wеароп to the target, although elevatioп шight start Ollt set for а priority 
portioп of'the target. 
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Grazing Fire -- А good FPL coveгs the шахішшn area with graziпg tire, 
which is effective over varioнs types of terraiп онt to 600 шeters. То graze 
tire as far онt as possible over level or нniforшly sloping terraiп, the gLІnпer 
sets the rear sight at 600 шeters; selects а point on the groLJnd that he 
estiшates to Ье 600 шeters froш tl1e шachinegLІп; аішs, tires, and adjusts on 
that point. То preveпt епешу troops from cr·awling under grazing tire, he 
searches (do\VIl\Nard) Ьу loweriпg the пшzzle oftl1e weapon. То do this, he 
шust separate his elbows. 

Deatl Space - The extent of grazing tire and deaci space is detem1ined in 
two ways. ldeally, the gunпer adjusts the шacl1inegttп for elevatioп and 
ciirectioп. А шешЬеr of the sqttad tІ1еп walks aloпg the І~'РС, while tl1e 
gLІппеr aims throLJgh the sights. Апу рІасе that the soldier's \Vaist 
(шidsection) Гalls below the gLІnner's point of aim is dead space. 

Primary Sector of flre - The ргішаrу sector of tire is the area to Ье coveгed 
Ьу ап individual guппег or нпіt. 

Secondary Sector of Fire - The secoпdary sector of fіге is а sepaгate area 
coveгed Ьу the sаше gнп team. То establish а secoпdary sector of tїre, the 
soldier ог uпit шoves tl1e gun to ап alterпate Лrіпg platfoпn. Не does tl1is Ьу 
reшoving the guп fгош tl1e tгipod, апd tlriпg the secondary sectoг from the 
bipod-supported position. 

Цft Fire - The "lift Лге" соmшапd is соmшопІу used шistakeпly as а 

·'cease tіге" сошшапd. However, this is not tl1e proper detinition or нsе ot" 
this сошmапd. ''Lift fіге" is LJsed in сопjнпсtіоп witl1 overhead tire which 
сап Ье used agaiпst targets at raпges from 350-850 шeters from а tripod 
пюtшtеd шachinegun when it is advantageous for friendly soldieгs to move 
beneath the cone of fire while siшultaneously engaging the target(s) with the 
machinegtш. 

Surjace Danga Zone (SDZ) - The groнnd апd airspace for vertical and 
lateral contaiпmeпt of projectiles, fгagmeпts, debгis, аші compoпeпts 

resнlting fгom the firiпg, lauпclliпg, or detoпation of wеароп systems to 
inclнde explosives апd deпюlitions. Oepartment of the Агmу Pampl1let 
385-63 (Range Safety) establisЬes SOZs for virtнally all types of weapon 
systems. Tl1e SOZ for tl1e М240 шасІ1іпеgнп is І 5 degrees (ОА Раш 
385-63, Аргі\2014, Table 4-14). 

459 



C1lapter 18 W eapons 

Ml36 Anti-Tank 4 (84шm) 

T1le М 136 АТ4 is а 1ightweig1lt, se1t'-contained, shou1deг-1aнnched 

пшnition (SLM) designed for нsе against the improved aгmor ot' 1ight 
armored ve1lic1es. It provides 1etha1 fire agaiпst 1ight aпnored vehic1es, and 
has some ef'tect on most епеmу fie1d tortificatioпs. The А Т4 is а rонпd of 
ammнпition with ап iпtegra1, rocket-type cartridge. The cartridge consists ot' 
а fin assemb1y \Vith tracer e1ement; а роіпt detonatiпg t'нze; and а high
exp1osive antitank (НЕАТ) warhead. The АТ4 weighs 14.8 1bs, has а 

maximшn range ot' 21 ОО meters, maximum et't'ective range ot' 300 meters, 
and а miпimнm arming raпge ot' 10 meters.6 

f'ін~-Tl1roнgl1 

Mttzzlc Covcr 
........... 

For\vard 

Color-Coded 

Froпt Sigl1t 

Figшe 18-1 О. М 136 А Т4 lnspection Poiпts . 

Prepare for Firiпg 

Rear 

Venturi 
(lnside) 

Use the t'o11owiпg steps wheп prepariпg the М 136 АТ4 fог firing: 
І. Remove the М 136 АТ4 t'rom its caгrying position, and crad1e it іл your 
1eft arm. 
2. Кееріпg the muпitioп's muzzle pointed toward tl1e taгget area. 
3. With your right haпd, pull апd re1ease the traпspoгt sat'ety ріп (See FigLJre 
18-1 0). 
4. Uпsnap, uпfo1d, апd hoki the shou1der stop wit11 уоuг right hand. 
5. Grip the base of the sling on the froпt of t1le Іанnсhег with уош left hand 
contiпнing to ho1d the shoнlder stop wit11 уонr rig11t hand. 
б. Raise the munitioп out and away from уоuг Lюdy. Wl1i1e keepiпg the 
mtІnition pointeti at the target, pivot уонr body 90° to face the target. РІасе 
the muпition оп уош rig11t shoн1der. The carrying strap may Ье нsed to 
steady the mнnitioп . 

6 І·'М 3-21.8, В-2: 1:м 3-23.25, 1-2. 
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7. Reach forward with your right haпd, апd grasp the froпt sigl1t cover. Press 
down, апd slide it гearward. With your right hand, grasp the rear sight cover. 
Press dowп, and slide it foгward. 
8. Eпsure tl1e backblast area is clear of personпel (Figшe 18-11 ). 
9. Unfold the cockiпg lever with your right hand. РІасе уош thшnb under it 
and, with the support of your fingers іп froпt of the firiпg шechanism, push 
it forward, rotate it downward and to the right, and let it slide backward. 
І О . Adjust the rеаг sight to the corгect range, using the following: When 
opening the rеаг sigl1t cover, the raпge is preset at the 200-шeter battlesight 
raпge settiпg . То adjLІst the rear sight raпge settiпg to more thaп 200 meteгs, 
tum the range kпоЬ clockwise (toward tl1e mLІzzle). То decrease the raпge, 
tum the range kпоЬ coLІnterclockwise (to>vш·d the firer) . There is an aLІdible 
clicking soLІпd at each 50-meter inc1·emeпt; this sоLІщі aids уоLІ during 
limited visibility. 
11. Place tl1e first two tingers of your right hand оп the red safety release 
catch, and exteпd the thumb. While keepiпg tl1e thшnb exteпded, press tl1e 
red safety release catch down, and hold. 
12. Pull back оп t.l1e sliпg with your left haпd to seat tl1e shoulder stop fiгmly 
agaiпst your slюulder. 
ІЗ . Aim the lauпcher. The rear sight should Ье по less thaп 2 1/2 iпches апd 
по шоrе thaп З inches from your eyes. 
14. Press the red trigger button with the thumb ofyour right hand to fire the 
lauпcher, апd hold uпtil the muпitioп fires . 

Figure 18-11. М 136 АТ4 Backl1 last Агеа . Refeгence FM 3-23-25, А-2. 

ConclLІsion 

The puгpose of this chapter was to gain proticieпcy wit\1 the above basic 
weapon systems in order to effectively employ them in combat. ТІ1е goal is 
to develop sLІbconscious weapoпs handliпg skills. While haпdliпg weapons, 
the cш·dinalшles of weapons safety slюLІid always Ье stressed. 
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Chapter 19 Demolitions 

ТІ1е ршроsе ot' this chapter is to provide tl1e SF soldier with а basic 
undeгstanding ot' the chaгacteristics ot' explosives used Ьу US t'orces апd 
will discLІss the t'ollowing: попеІесІгіс fігіпр: systems, calculotion о/ time 
juse, basic (ietonalion согd knols, chaгge chamcleгistics amij'oгmufos and 
the МІ 8 Claymore Mine. 

None/ectІ·ic fї1·ing S);stems - The two types ot' systems for firing explosives 
are electric ancl noпelectric. 1 Both systems шау use cletonation согd to 
increase et'ficiency. Nonelectric systems нsе а nonelectric blasting сар as the 
iпitiator . The initiation set consists of а fнse igniter (МбО/8 J ), the time 
blasting f'нse (М700), апd а noпelectric blasting сар (М7). Wl1en coшbined 
witl1 cletoпatiпg cot·cl, а single initiation set can tire multiple charges (See 
Figure 19-1 ). 

Вla<·k Electrical 
1 Тар~ 

18" Oot cor<! 
l~oop 

M6Q,8J г",. Ig11iton. Notc: М700 Ті те blastiвg fusc Ішs а siнglc ycllo\v 
bancl cvcry 1 R it1C!Jc~ апd о doub1c yclln\v bJnd cvcry 
90 inclюs. 

Гіgше 19-1. Duai-Primcd NопеІесtІ· іс І:ігіпg Syste111. 

М 7 f\·oпe1ect!·k 
ВІ~ц•tінg Сар!1 

Calculale Time Fuse Fнse leпgth is clictated Ьу time-space tntssюп 

requiгements, SLtch as тіпіпшт sat'e clistance (MSD) and the time needed 
t'or evacuation. То begin, concltJCt а test burn to determine tl1e average Ьшn 
rate. Start Ьу cutting offsix iпches t'rom the roll and discaгd it (cut should Ье 
made squarely across the time t'нse). This ensures that any moistшe the time 
fнse may have been exposed to will not at'f'ect the test ofthe Ьнrп rate. Next, 
measuгe апd снt 3' feet of time t'use. The yellow bands will assist уон (See 
Figшe 19- J ). You will поw need to igпite one епd of the fuse to deteгmine 
the amoнnt of time it takes to bнrn tl1ree feet нsing your stop watch. Once 
the time fuse Ьнrп is complete, take the total time апd convert it іпtо 

seconcls. Then divilie that nшnber Ьу three. This is getting an average Ьшn 
rate per foot, which will Ье yoLtr fіпаІ Ьшп rate. lftl1e nшnl)eг l1as а сІесішаІ, 

1 Additionally, modcп1ized dcmolition in itiators (MDI) may Ье used whicl1 coпsist of 
ргесгітреd blasting caps онtо prematшe leпgths of' slюck tube and time fuse \vitll an 
ellviroшлeпtal seal at 1І1е other епlі. MOis are ЬеуоJНі tl1e scope ofthis book. See FM З-34.214. 
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Chapter J 9 Deшolitioпs 

гонnd to tl1e пearest J OOth. Remeшber, your burп rate shoнld Ье 40 seconds 
per foot with а tolerance ofplus or rninus five secoпds рег toot (See below). 

Time required (шіn) х 60 (sec/min) = Fuse length (ft) 

Burniпg rate (sec/ft) 

J)etonating cord- consists of а соге of peпtaeгythrite tetraпitгate (PETN) 
\vrapped іп а reinfoгced and waterproof, oJive drab plastic coatiпg. Det corLi 
explo(ies at а rate of approxirnately 28,000 feet per seconLi. То pгirne plastic 
explosives witl1 Lietoпating cord, нsе the fo11owing det cord knots: 

Oetcna~iflg c.qrd $hCu1d 
CIOS:$ O~'f.tf !he &!~t~Фng end 

f:igtІгe 19-2. Primiпg Explosives wit11 Detoпatioп Согd . 

То prime explosives witl1 Liet corLi, forш either а Uli kпot, а Liouble 
overhanLi knot, or а triple-roll k.tюt as shown in Figure 19-2. Снt an L
sllaped portion of explosive, leaving it connected to tlle explosive. Ensure 
that the space is large enough to insert tlle foпneLi knot. CALJТION: llse а 
sharp, nonsparking knife on а noпsparking sнrface to cut explosives. 
Personal iпjury or Liaшage to equiprneпt шау resнlt froш long-terш failшe to 
follow correct pгocedures. РІасе the knot in the 1.-shapeLi cut. Push the 
explosive from the C-shaped cut over the knot. Ensure that theгe is at least 
112 іпсh of explosive on all siLies of the knot. St1·eпgtheп the primeLi area Ьу 
\vrapping it with tape.2 

Branc/1 lines - is а leпgth of detoпatiпg cord bet\veen the charge апLі the 
firiпg system. Вгапсh Ііпеs shoнld Ье attaclled to а Liet corLi ring or line mаіп 
to fіге multiple clшrges. Combiniпg tl1e branchliпe with ан iпitiatiпg set 

1 І:м 3-34 .214 Exposivcs апd DепюІіtіопs 2007,2-14. 
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Chapter 19 Demolitions 

allows а single brancl1 line to Ье tired. А branchline should Ье t'astened to а 
Ііпе main with either а det cord clip, а girtl1 l1itch with ал extra turn, or а 
Gregory knot (See Figшe 19-3). 

SquaJ."e Кnot 

l'їgure 19-3 . Coпnecting а BraІlCilline to а L і пе/І{іпg Маіп . 

The coппections ot' braпcl1liпes апd Ііпе or ring maiпs should iпtersect at 
right angles. lt' tl1ese connectioпs агс not at rigl1t aпgles, the braпchline may 
Ье blown off the Ііпе mаіп witlюut complete detoпatioп . То preveпt 

nюisture contaminatioп апd to eпsure positive detoпation , leave at least б 
іпсІ1еs ot' thc ruппing епd of' the ЬrапсhІіпе beyond the tie. lt does not matter 
which side ot' tl1e knot tt1e 6-inch tail is оп ; at thc connectioп ot' the line ог 
гing main 3 То splice det согd t'rom tl1e braпch line to the tiriпg system use а 
sqнare kпot ( See Figure 19-4 ). 

Figшe 19-4. Primed Explosi\'e Cl1arge ащі Firing Systeп1 . 

3 І'М 3-34.214 Expos ives апсІ Demolitioпs 2007.2-28. 
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RE 
.,....,--,~:-::---1 l"ilclor 

ТІ\& \ICIUI'!II!N MH2·1112tl()l!l:)iel~. ТІ\& \IO\Umo ot~M ;J\~i!tCfMt181! 9 CUbiC!/1CМS, 
Zp~ ~htslnciud\!I ·~ІТІStl;!riO,! WWІ;Іig,l!! Ql С<:Іr\НІІІІеr. 

l'igllre 19-5 . Characteristics of Block Detпolitioп Cl1ш·ges. 

СІ1шgе Calculations - Use the six-step, probleш-solviпg foпnat below fог а!І charge 
calctІiatioпs. This Гonnat is tІsed to determiпc tl1c weigl1t (Р) of' the explosives requiгed 
for а deшolition task in ронпds of TNT. lf LІsing ап explosivc otl1cr tlшn TNT', adjust Р 
accortiiпgly Ьу divitiiпg Р t'or ТNТ Ьу tl1e гelative eJTectiveпess (RE) t'actor of the 
explosive you рІап to LІSC. 
Step І. IJetcrtпine the critical tiirncnsioпs ofthc targct. 
Step 2. CalctІ iate the ~veigl1t of а siпgle cll<Irge of ТNТ Ьу usiпg the appropriate 
denюlitioп ГопntІІа. 

Step 3. Divitie tl1e qнaпtity of explosive Ьу tl1e RE factor. Skip tl1is slep if usiлg TNT 
Stcp 4. Deteгmine the пшnЬег of'packages ot' explosivc for а siпgle charge Ьу dividing tllC: 
iпtiividtшl charge >~reig!Jt Ьу the st.aпdard package \veight of the choseп explosive. Rol!пti 
tl1is result to the next l1igher, \vІюІе package. Use volшnes instead оГ weights Гог special
pш·posc chargcs (ribbon, diarnonti, sadtilc, апd simi lar chaгges). 
Step 5. Оеtеппіпе tlle пшпЬег of chaгges based on tl1e targets. 
Step 6. Dctermiпe tl1e total quaпtity of explosives reчuired to dcstroy the targct Ьу 
mнltiplying tl1e numbcr of charges (stcp 5) Ьу tl1e пнmЬеr of packagcs reqLІiгed рег charge 
(step 4) .'1 

lпteшal C!1arges 

Exteшal Clш·gcs 

Al1atis 

1)2 
р,~ --

250 

о" 
Р"'--

40 

S teell"':цttiпg C!І<Іrges Р ''" 3/8 х агс<'! of' c1·oss scctioп 
(І Веашs) 

Steel Cцttiпg C!1щ·ges р ~. 0 2 

(CaЬlcs.гods, аж! bars) 

2R (!хrеас!Ііпg radit1s) 

"ГМ 3-34.214 Cxposives алtі Denю l itions 2007, 3-4. 
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Chapter 19 Demolitions 

М18А1 Anti-Personnel Міне 

ТІ1е МІ 8А І aпtipcrsonnel mine (Ciaymorc), is а diгcctional 

fragmentation minc tlшt may Ьс employed witl1 obstaclcs or on thc 
approachcs, forward edges, Лanks anti rear cdgcs оГ protcctivc miпefields as 
closc-in protection aga inst а dismouпtcd Iпfantry attack. Thc Claymore 
projects а fan-shaped pattcrn of 700 steell1alls in а 60-degrce horizontal arc, 
at а maximttm height of 2 mcters, and covcrs а casualty radius of І ОО 

mcters. ТІ1е орtіпшm ct'fectivc rangc is 50 meters. ТІ1е forwaгd danger 
radius Гоr tricпdly forces is 250 meters. The backblast area is 16 meteгs to 
tl1e rear апd sides ofthe muпition (FigLІre 19-6). 

DETONдTOR WЄLL !2) 

SLOT 

ARROW (2) 

~ FRONT 
.. EDGE 

ст . 
~ ··, 

KNIFE-EDGE SIGHT 

HANDlE 

Гіgше 19-6. М 18А І Aпtipersoпne l Mine Compoпeпts. 

ЕшрІасе М18А1 C\aynюre 

ТІ1е mіпе shoLІid Ье i пspected prior to use, і.е ., ir1 ORP or РВ . The 
followiпg steps detail the emplaccmeпt of the mіпе ttsiпg the acroпym 
АТ ARC - Аіш, Тіе, Аrш, Re-aim, Caшouflage. 
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1. The шап emp1aciпg the шіnе takes every coшponent of' the шіnе vvith 
hіш, especially tlle fігіпg device. Не begins Ьу tying the firing епd of' the 
wire to а fixed object і . е ., tree or tripod and paying out the \vіге to the 
emplaceшent site. А rесоп of the ешрІасешеnt site should Ье coпducted 
prior to eшplacement. 

2. Aim. At tl1e ешрІасешеnt site the legs of tlle шіnе are elongated and the 
mine is aimed. The mine гeqLІires а miпiшum back-blast of' 16 шeters with а 
suШcieпtly sized tree ( 18" d iaшeter·) or similar tашріпg material. The mіпе 
is aimed so that the 60 liegree arc of tl1e blast fan is covering the liesireli 
sectioп of the k іІІ zone ог liealispace. 

3. Тіе. After the шіпе is sufficiently aimed, the wire is tieli to tlle пеагеst 
seшi-immovable object, such as the emplacement tree. ТІ1е wire should Ье 
as close as possible to the grouпli sшface so as to avoid detectioп. Tying the 
\Vire prevents tlle mine trom Ьеіпg moved Ьу foot trafTic. 

4. Arm. The mіпе is поw aпned Ьу the removal оГ опе of"tlle shippiпg p l нg

primiпg adapters апlі а careful р І асешепt of the wire tl1rough tl1e shippiпg 
plнg-primiпg aliapter slit, and tl1e iпsertioп оГ the blastiпg сар іпtо the 
blastiпg сар we11. 

5. Rе-Аіш. The mіпе is rюw re-a iшed to епsше that the 60 degree arc of the 
blast Гап is stil l coveriпg the desired sectioп ofthe kilJ zone or lieadspace. 

6. Caшouflage . The mine is no\v sufTicieпtly сашонЛаgеd in order to avoid 
detectioп нsіпg locaJ vegetatioп from behiпli the emplaceшent site. 

СопсJнsіоп 

The pнrpose of this cl1apter vvas to gаі п а bas ic нnderstaпdiпg оГ the 
characteristics of bas ic explosives, пonelectric fi ri ng systems, caJcнlatioп of 
time fнse , basic detoпatioп cord kпots , charge characterist ics апd forлшJas 
апd the М 18 Claymore М іпе. The reader is liirected to tl1e GTA 5-l 0-33 
DemoJition Carli апd FM 3-34 .214 Гог Гнrtl1er basic demolition іпfопnаtіоп. 

Additioпally, here are some пotes оп saГety : expJosives sllould Ье l1aпd led 

caretully; as а general ruJe traпsport Лring systems апd explosives 
separately; observe mіпіпшm sate distaпces (MSD); апd iпvestigate апd 
clear misfires witl1 mіпішшn persoпnel. 
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Chapter 20 Basic Tactical Combat Casualty Care 

Tactical сошЬаt casнalty care (ТССС) is tl1e pre-hospital care reшiereLi to 
а casнalty in а tactical, combat eпviroпшent. 1 The іпtепt of tl1is chapter is to 
give ан нnderstanding of the basics of ТССС, апLі \Viii cover the three 
phases of ТССС: ( J) care under fire, (2) Іас/іса! jield сше, and (3) tactical 
evacuation care (CASEV AC/MEOEVAC). Use the MARCH асrопуш to 
help уон гешешЬеr impoгtaпt steps іп ТССС: 

М - Massive Bleeding. 
А - Airway. 
R - Respiration. 
С - Circнlation. 

Н- Hypotherшia. 

І. Care LJnder Fire (eliminate the threat and treat casualties)-
• Rеtшп f\re and take cover. 
• Direct casualty to remain eпgaged as а combatant if appropгiate. 
• Oirect casualty to move to соvег and аррІу self-aid it' аЬІе. 

Try to keep the casualty troш sustaiпiпg additioпal wounds. 
Move casualty fгorn bнrning vehicles or bнildiпgs. 

• Airway management is generally best 'iefeпed until the tactical tleld 
care pl1ase. 

• Stop life-threatening extreшity hemoгrhage if tactically feasible. The 
пшлЬеr опе cause of preveпtable battletleld deaths is І1епюгrlшgе from 
extremity wouпds. Preveпtable deaths perceпtage wise is 60% trom 
extremity \VOLІпds, 23% fгош tensioп pressнre, апd the гетаіпіпg 7% 
fгom loss of airway. 

М- Massive Вleeding. 

АррІу а Toumiquet -
А. Place the woнпded extremity 
throнgh tl1e loop оГ tl1e Ьаші. Positioп 
the touгпiquet about 2 inches above 
the iпjury site. Roнte the self-adl1ering 
band through both sides of tl1e friction 
adapteг bнckle . Feed the sel{-adlleriпg 
band tigl1t aгound the extгemity and 
secuгely fasten it back оп itself. 

1 Tactical Co111bat Casualty Сш·е Haпr!book. І . 
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Chapter 20 Basic Tactical СошЬаt Casualty Care 

В. Twist >vindlass rod uпtil arteгial 

(bright red) bleeding has stopped. 
Lock rod іл place with windlass сІір. 

С. Secure гоd with windlass strap and 
secure self-adhering band нnder 

windlass strap. Тhеп sесше wiпdlass 
strap to Velcro on windlass clip. 

D. Write а "Т" and the tіше of 
application оп the casualty's forehead 
\vith а pen, the casualty's blood, mud, 
or other sнbstance. 

It' the tactical situatioп регшіts, check 
tor а distal pulse. If а distal pulse is 
still preseпt, apply а second toшniqLІet 
side Ьу side апd proximal ( closer to 
tl1e heart) to the first. Tighteп tl1is toшпiquet апtі recheck the distal pulse. 

Note: Dнriпg self-applicatioп of the tourniquet to ап нрреr extremity \Vонпd, 
det'er routiпg the selt'-adheriпg Ьапd throнgh both sides ot'the f'rictioпadapter 
bнckle. 

2. Tactical Field Care- This is the care given опсе the figl1t is over or the 
patieпt апd pюvider are по loпger thгeateпeti Ьу lюstile t'orces. Tl1is phase 
iпvolves а more detailed ехашіпаtіоп of tl1e patieпt to fiпd апd treat woнпds 
апd а recheck of апу iпterventions . 2 

A-Airway. 

Ainvay management- ІГ the casнalty appears to Ье uпcoпscioLІs, check for 
1·espoпsiveпess - ''Are you okay?" Geпtly shake or tap. If 110 response, 

2 !n coml1at mediciпe (luring lюurs of'limited visibility, use Раіп, Blood. апd Оеfоппіtу (PBD). 
The cat·e provi(leг checks from l1ead to toe, feeling fог PBD. ТІ1е backside is simply гаkе(! ttsiлg 
botl1 haпds апd tl1en iпspectiпg l1is оwп hands after еасІ1 rake of tl1e backsi(!e frшn top of tшso 
to the bottom of the buttocks. 
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positioп the casualty and орел the airway (Recheck every 15 minutes). Use 
the acroпym AVPU: 
А - The casualty is alert, kпows who he is апd where he is, etc. 
V-The casualty is поt аІегt, but does respoпd to verbal commaпds. 
Р - The casнalty respoпds to раіп, b11t not vегЬаІ commands. 
U- The casнalty is unresponsive (onconscioнs). 

А. Ifthe casнalty is нnсопsсіонs withoнt an airway obstruction, use: 
• РІ асе the casнalty in the recovery position. 3 

• Heati-tilt/Chiп-lift ог jaw throst maneuver. 
• Nasopl1aryngeal airway. 

Heшl-tilt / chin lift or ja~v thmst maneuver - The tongнe is the most 
соттоп санsе of ап airway obstruction. WІюп а casualty is нпсопsсіоus, 
muscles relax. This relaxatioп may санsе the tопgне to slip to tl1e back of 
the moutl1 апd block the airway. Оо поt нsе this techпique tor suspected 
neck ог sріпаІ injury ····· surgical cricothroidotoшy. 

Use уонr fiпgers to гemove anythiпg that could block the casualty's airvvay 
such as loose teeth, facial Ьопе or vomitus. Pertoпn rescue breathing if 
пecessary . 

Mouth and nasal aiгways ····· For respiгatioп rate less than пormal (less tl1an 
two іп 15 secoпds)- sпoriпg or gurgling souпds - use eitheг moutl1 or паsаІ 
(oral or паsаІ pharyngeal) airway. Оо not lІSe ап oropharyпgeal airway 
(ОРА) оп а patieпt with а gage reflex. Оо not use the пasopharyпgeal air\vay 
(NPA) if the roof of the casualty's mouth is fract.ured, Ьrаіп matter is 
exposed, ог if clear flнi'J is coming fгom the ears or поsе (leaking 
сеrеЬгоsріпаІ Лніd may indicate а sku ll fracture). 

·1 This is t.l1e patieпt 's left s ide >vitll left апп extende(J and kпees sliglнly Ьепt .. The tlюught Ьеіпg 
blood flows frшп patieпt's гigllt tlн·ollgll tl1e І1еагt апd ol!t tl1e left side. 
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РІ асе the casualty оп his back (Гасе нр ). Ensшe patient is unconscioнs. 
Reшove аіr-лтау and lнbricant from aid bag. Lubricate the tube and expose 
the openiпg оГ the casualty's nostril . Iпsert the tip of' the airway іпtо right 
nostril wit/1 bevel faciпg scptшn. Advance нntil tl1e flange rcsts against the 
nostril. 

Note: Ап NPA is prct'erred to an ОРА for several reasoпs: (І) the NPA will 
probably Ьс bctter tolerated Ьу tl1e patient it' they Ьесоше conscious; (2) ап 
ОРА could bccome dislodged during movement, bccoшing ал obstructioп; 
(3) usiпg an ОР А ша у induce vom iting. 

Hemorrha,ge control -
A. Apply an emcrgency trанша 

baпdage, hcmostatic dгessiпgs 

(НешСоп) or hemostatic powder 
(QнikClot), and diгect pгessure to а 
severely bleeding wound. Apply 
directly to bleeding site and hold ін 
place 3-5 minнtes. If' dressing is поt 
ef'fectivc in stopping bleeding after 4 
m inнtes, remove origiпa l and аррІу а пеw dressing. Additioпal dressiпgs 
canпot Ье applied over iпeffective 

dressing. Heпюstatic dressings should 
only Ьс 1·eшoveti Ьу responsible peгsons 
after evacнation to tl1e пехt Jevel of care. 

В. Опсе bleeding is coпtrolled , аррІу 

outer bantiage (Асе ~vrap ог emergeпcy 
tircssing) to sесше the heшostatic 

dressing іп рІасе . І. РІасе pad оп \VOtmd 1 
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and wrap elastic band around limb ог 
bocly рагt. 
2. lnseгt elastic bandage іпtо pressure 
bar. Tighten elastic bantiage. 
3. PLІll back, forcing pressшe bar 
down onto pad. 
4. Wгар elastic baлdage tightly over 
pressшe bar апtі wгар over all edges 
of pad. Тhеп sесше lюoking entis of 
closLІre Ьш· into elastic bandage. 

3 
С. Tourпiqвets - Reassess prior toLІrпiqLІet application. Expose woLІnd and 
deteпnine if toшniqLІet is nee(ie(i. lf so, move toшniqLІet fгom оvег LІniform 

and аррІу diгectly to skin 2 to 3 incl1es above the WC)Lind. lf а toLІrn iquet is 
поt nee(ied, вsе оtІ1ег techniqвes to control the bleeding. 
Wheп time and the tactical sitвation permit, а distal pulse check shoLІki Ье 

accomplisl1ed. а· а distal pulse is still preseпt, consider additional tightening 
оГ the tошпіqвеt or the use of а second tourniquet, side Ьу side апd proximal 
to the first, to eliminate the distal pвlse . 4 

R - Respiration. 

Rescue breathing -- Maintai11 head-tilt/chiп-l iH or jaw thrust, pinch пostrils 
c!osecl and administer two tull breaths (2 seconds). Check carotid pulse. It' 
pulse is pгesent, administer rnout!Ho-mouth veпtilations at І per 5 secoпds. 
Check for breathing апd pulse after one minute. 

Open / Sucking Cl1est Wound - Al! open and/or SLtcking chest wounds 
should Ье treated Ьу immediately applying an occlusive шaterial to соvег 

' Tactical Combat Casualty Са~·е Haнdbook, 24. 
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the detect. Then secure material in place. Signs of' chest open/suckiпg 

wouпds inclнde: sнckiпg or hissing souпds f'rom vvound; casнalty coughiпg 
up blood; frothy blood comiпg f'rom wонпd; aпd/or slюrtness of' breat111 
difficulty breathing. 

Locate the open chest wound. Check f'or entry and exit wound (look and 
f'eel). If' no vented chest seal is available, occlude both woнпds ( entry and 
exit) with airtight material, taping all f'our sides; decompress as reqнired 
(See diagгam below). 

Expose the woнnd Ьу removiпg, 

cнtting, or teariпg the clothiпg 

coveriпg tl1e woнnd. Use scissors 
fтom аі(і bag, а kлif'e, ш· а Ьауопеt . 

Do not remove clothing stнck to the 
wouпd. Do поt сІеап the wounti or 
гепюvе objects stuck in tl1e wouлd. 
Sіпсе air сап pass tl1rough dressings 
апd baпdages, you mнst place 
airtigl1t шaterial over the chest 
woнnd betore you dress and 
baпdage tt1e woнnd. Plastic f'roш а 

field dressing is one soнrce ot' airtigl1t material. Expose the woнnd. Place 
occlнsive bandage ол exl1ale. РІ асе inside sнrf'ace of' plastic wrapper directly 
over the hole . If' coлscious, tell the casualty to resume nom1al breathiлg. 

Dгess алd baлdage the wouпd to protect tl1e airtight material fтom damage 
алd protect the wонлd . Place the casнalty іп tl1e recovery positioл with the 
iпjuгed side to the grouпd. 

Neecile "D" (decompression) А пeedle "D" is perf'ormecl опІу if the 
casualty has а peпett·atiпg wouпd to the chest апd iпcreased difficнlty 

breathiлg . Tracheal deviatioп , а shift of wiпd ріре, is а late sigп of' tension 
pпeumothorax (РТХ). 5 Insert а 14-guage 3.25 іпсІ1 пeedle/catheter unit in 
the secoпd iпtercostal space at the midclavicular line (See Figшe 20-1 ). 
Ensнre that the needle entry іпtо tl1e chest is лоt medial to the nipple line 
апd is поt diгected towards the heart. Ап acceptable alterлate site is the 
fourth or fifth intercostal space at the anterior axillary line. Caution: Avoid 
pнncturiлg the lung. Always нsе the sttperiш margin of the rib to avoid tl1e 
intercostal nerves and vessels. 

5 А casualty witl1 peпetratiпg cl1est traшna ;viii geпerally l1ave sоше degree of l1emotl10rax ог 
РТХ as а result ofl1is р1·ішагу ~·otшd. 
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Midclavicнlar 

Linc 

Лrнcrior axi!lary Midlinc 
l-ine 

Third Rib Sccond І~іЬ 

Гіgше 20-1. Needle Decompгessioп for Тепsіон РТХ. 

С- Circulation. 

Лпу bleediпg site поt ргеvіонsІу coпtrolled should now Ье add1·essed. 
Coпduct а tull body search for additioпal iпjuries. Only tl1e absolнte 

minirnшn of clothing should Ье rernoved. 

Vascular access - Ol1tai11 lV access at this point dшіпg the tactical field care 
phase. While іп trainiпg, а 14- or 16-gauge lV catheters is попnаІІу used. 
1-lowever, tl1e use of а siпgle 18-gauge catheter is preterгed іп the tactical 
setting as it is more adequate tor rapid delivery of resuscitation fluids апd 
medicatioп. Additionally, а sаІіпе lock should Ье нsed, and medics shoнld 
поt start ап lV оп ап extremity that may have а sigпiticaпt wouпd proximal 
to tl1e lV iпsertioп site. 6 

Н- Hypothermia. 

Combat casнalties are at а high risk fог hypotheпnia, which is defined as а 
\Vhole body ternperatшe below 95 F (35 С). Hypotheгrnia can occtJr 
regardless of the ambient temperature. The blood loss typically associated 
with combat traнma results in pe1·ipheral vasoconstтiction, whicl1 contгibнtes 
to tl1e development of l1ypothermia. ln addition, the longer а casнalty is 
exposed to tl1e eпviroпmeпt dш·іпg treatment and evacuatioп, especially іп 

6 Tactical Combat Casнalty Сагс 1-\aнdbook, 11. 
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wet conditions, the rnore Jikely the development of hypotheпnia. This is 
even rnore the case dшing rotary-wi11g evacuatio11. 

Pre11ention of l1ypothermia-

• Mi11imize the casщlty's exposuгe to the eleшents. Кеер protective gear 
011 ш with tl1e casualty it'feasible. 

• Replace wet clothi11g with dry clothing ifpossible. Get the casualty 
o11to а11 insвlated suгface as soon as possible. 

• АррІу the Ready-Heat l1lanket froш t/1e НРМК to the casнalty's 
torso (11ot directly 011 the skiп) a11d cover the casualty with the l1eat 
reflective shell. 

• Jf а heat-retlective shell is поt available, the previoнsly recommendeti 
сошЬіnаtіоп ot'the blizzard survival blanket аші the Ready-Heat 
bla11ket шау also Ье useti. 

• ІГ the iteшs шe11tio11ed above are поt available, use dry bla11kets, 
po11cho li11ers, sleepi11g bags, or aпything that wiJJ retai11 heat a11d keep 
the casнalty dгу. 

• Warш tluids are prei"erred іПV tlнids are required. 

3. Tactical Evacuatioп Care - Evacuation care is the care rendered once 
the casualty has Ьееп picked up Ьу an aircraft, vehicle, or boat tor 
tгansportation to а higher echelo11 of' care. In preparation for MEDEV АС, 
consider the followi11g: 

• Tl1e casualty should reшain \\Tapped і11 the Ready-1:-Ieat bla11ket, heat 
reflective shell, or blizzard blanket. 

• н· these items were поt available in the other phases of care, cl1eck with 
evacuation perso11nel to see іГ tl1ey have theш or any other iteшs that 
сал Ье used to prevent heat loss. 

• Wrap the casualty in dry blankets and, dнring helicopter transport, try to 
keep the wind frorn open doors Гrom blovving over or under the 
casualty. 

• Use а portable tlнid \Naпner on аІІ IV sites, іГ available. 

MEDEVAC Request- As soon as the situatioп perшits, co11ect all applicable 
infoпnation needed for MEDEV АС гeqнest and deteпnine: CJritl coortlinates 
for the PZ; radio f'reqнeпcy, call sigп, and sнffix; пшnЬеr ot' patieпts and 

475 



Clшpter 20 Basic Tactical СошЬаt Casualty Care 

precedeпce; type of special equipmeпt required; апd how the pickup site 
will Ье marked. 7 

9 1-іпе MEDEV АС 

LINE ІТЕМ EXPLANATION 

1. Loc.ation of E!"'crypt grid coordirн~tes. loVhen using m:~YAD Numer(J( Cipher, the5ame SЄT/ine >..vi!l ~ used to encryptgOO 
Plckup Slte. zone !etters &NI coordina~s. То predude misunderstanding. а $1atemenl is n1ade that grid zorщ lstters are irr 

dudo!IO ir~ !h'!! nte!!s.вg-e {l!r'!!&SS. un1tSOP s.рю(;м its use ata!! ьmе!>}. 

2. RatHo FreqІ.tЄn<:y, Eпvypt tl\9 fi·IX}uenc:.y cf th(> >1td!o ~f ths pic.kup site, not ~ r$!ay frl)queпcy. і1н) cail$tgn !end suffix іfщое<І) of 
CeJI Sign, Suffix, perso11 1оЬе cont:acted at tne p!Ct\lJps<t~ may Ье trM&r'"!lted ir) ІМ cJear. 
·-··---- -=---------··--··----·-·--·--·----·--·-·---·----·---·---·--
3. No. of Pat1e-n1s Report only аррfісгЬ~ info & "&ncrypt brevity codes. А= Uf9$nt. Є = Urg~nt~Surg, С = Pric>lity, D = Routine. Е"" 
Ьу Precedeпce. Con.ven~ence. (lf 2 or more cetegories repof1ed in same request Jnsert the 1.>\'0J'd 'Ьreok~ bt".Nn. eac.h catr:gory.~ 

4. Spec EqUІpmeпt. 

5. No. of Patients 
ЬуТуре. 

б. Secшity PickLІp 
ЗІtе {Wllrtlme}. 

б. Nun~Ьer and type 
of Wound. lнjury, 
lllness (Ре~се1Іmе). 

1. Method of 
Marking P!ckup Site. 

з. Patient Natio~ 
ьJІtу a:nd smtus. 

N • No e-nemy troopt in ar~.s. Р • РО$tіЬ.!у мету trocps in Aree ( approlll<:h wth cau!ion}, Е а &1&!1'\>' tioop! in 
are.a (approochvJ!\h c.aution), Х = Єnemi iroops in er&A {armed ~S(:OI1 reqщred} 

Specific informaticn regarding paOOnt \YDUnd:s Ьу !уре (gunзhct rn shrapnвl}. Repcrl serioщ; b1eeding, along 
....,.ith pat~nt bJood type, if knoYm 

E1<:typi th& brevity coOOs. А= Paools.. В= Pyrctgchntc signal. С = Stтюke Signn!, D = Norю. Е::::: Otlюr. 

Numtж 'Jf pati8f!ts i!l ooch cвt&QCry n&ed rюt Ь& trensmftfed. En<:l)ipl оnІї ерр!іс.зЬІ& br&V!ty codiils. А= US 
milt:al';, 8 = US civilia'1. С = No!"'~US m:!. О= Noп·US civd\an, Е"' E?N. 

9. NBC COІ1taml• lncltІde thts Hne onty when арр!ісаЬІе. Encrypt the ьррІісз.Ь!е brevity codes. N = nucJear, В=. biO!ogic.a!. С = 
natlon, (Wanim~). chemicrll. 

r-g-_-;.em,;~·o;;~;,;;:·-- -і;~,~;;;;;-;;;;;ї;;;~~;;~;;;;~;;;~~~-;,;d-;;;;~~-;;;;;;;;;;,;ї;;;;;,;-g-~;~~-~~-~~~ьї;.-;;;.~~;ь;-;;;;;-~;;;;;;,;~-;r---
tІоn (Pe~~;etlme). sitelo а prom1nent terrain f&eture { lak~. ІУюu"Іе.іІ\ t!)'.>~et/ 

Conclusioп 

Малу battletleld tatalities are preveпtable.8 ТІ1е purpose of' this 
chapter was to gain а knowledge of basic life-saviпg teclшiques to 
provide tl1e best trauma care available on tl1e battletleld - tactical 
сошЬаt casualty care (ТССС). At а тіпітшп, the goal ts to 
Ltпderstaпd tl1e tl1гee pl1ases of ·гссс, шешоrіzе tl1e MARCH 
acroпym, апd Ье able to apply а ргеssше clressiпg, toшпiquet, апd 

chest seal, along with а пееdІе decompressioп. Aloпg wit\1 аіГ\vау 
шапаgешепt, this coпstitutes the core [)asics every SF soldieг should 
know. 

7 Evacuatioп Categories: Urgeпt ·- evacuate to save lite, Jimb, ш· еуе sigl1t witl1in І Іюш. 
l.Jrgeпt suгgical -- evacuated \VitlІ iп 2 lюuгs to tl1e neш·est sшgical uпit. Ргіогіtу - rпedical 

coпdition coul1i deterio1·ate (4 Іюшs). Routiпe - witl1i11 24 houгs. сопvеп іепt - \vl1eпeveг 

possible. 
' Studies show that sшne 25% of all combat fatalities іп lгaq and Afghaпistaп betweeп 2001 
апd ::01 1 (4,596) wer·e poteпtial ly sшvivab le (60% fгom cxtгemity ~vouпds). 
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"The basic І'ЄСJИіrетеnІ of combat communications is to ргоvісіе rapid, reliable, аті 
secure intaclюnge o/information. " RHB 

То Ье successful in а tactical eпvironшent, Special Forces soldieгs шust 
Ье able to iпstall, operate, and maiпtain coшшunications eqнiprneпt іп order 
to corшnand апd contгol, send апd гесеіvе instructions, request logistics or 
tire suppor·t, and gatl1er and disserninate іпtогшаtіоп . The ршроsе of this 
chapter is to provide а basic uпdeгstaпding of tactical radio commLmicatioпs 
equipmeпt and 'Nill discuss tl1e following: 

l. lntroductioп to Combat Net Radios (CNR). 
2. Radio Troubleshooting. 
3. Туре-292 Jнngle Antenna. 

Ra(iios operate on various freqнency Ьшкіs (See І;іgше 21-1 ). Tl1e radio 's 
гange depends gгeatly оп the tепаіп. The approximate range assшnes а clear 
line of sight (LOS) witl1 little to no interference. Ranges are drastically 
retiнced in нrЬап ш·еаs. 

Вапd 

VLF (Very Jow freq.) 
LF (Low freq.) 
Mf' (Mediшn freq.) 
НІ~ (High freq.) 
VHF' (Very high freq.) 
tJHF (lJitra high fi·eq.) 
SHF' (Sнper higl1 fi·eq.) 
EHF (extr·emely high freq.) 

Fregueпcy 

3 - ЗО kHz 
ЗО - ЗОО kHz 
ЗОО kHz - З MHz 
З - 30 MHz 
ЗО - ЗОО MHz 
300 MHz- З,ООО CiHz 
3,000-30,000 GHz 
30,000- ЗОО ,ООО GHz 

І·їgнrе 2 J -1 . Radio l'requeнcy Baпds (І'М 6-02.53, В-4). 

СошЬаt Net Raclios (CNR) - The tamily of combat net radios is comprised 
of iпtra-sqнad radios, single-channel ground апd аігЬоrпе гаdіо system 
(SINCGARS) radios, алd siпgle-channel tactical satellite radios. This 
chapteг will інtюdнсе the tollowing radios: 

• RT- 1523 SINCGARS ASIP Radio . 
• AN/PRC- І 48 Mнltiband Inter/Iпtra Team Radio (МВІТR). 
• AN/PRC-152 Multiband Haпdheld Radio. 
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RT-1523 S/NCGARS AS/P Radio is а vehicle-mount, backpack, апd 
airborne, battery operated transceiver that Ішs а total ot' 2320 programmable 
channels and is tonable over а f'reqLІency range of' 30.000 to 87.975 MHz. It 
weighs 7.8 lbs. with battery, and its 12- 14 volt battery has an approx. lite of' 
20 hoшs (f'igшe 21-2). 

'\ПІІШШІ 

Cuш~cІN{Jl! 

rJ:J)R.\\IT 

Fїguгe 21-2. RT- 1523 SINCGARS AS IP R~ti io. 

.В<ІНІ:Тj" 

Lat>'h Rо:Іе<Ф: 

AN/PRC-148 -· The МВІП{ is а portable, battery operated transceiver that 
has а total of І ОО programшal1le chanпels and is tLІnable over а frequency 
range of' 30- 5 12 MHz. 1 It weighs 2.6 lbs. witl1 battery, and has а battery lite 
ot' approx. 12 hours (FigLІre 21-3). 

Л.f:..'1:!11t.tІica! 

lнlerlock 

РТТ 

S\':itciІ 

Sчн~k 
0ІsаЬІ~ 

АШе1Ша/Аt1fС'rШ8 

Conнt'Ctor 

Audto'Kcyf'tll 
CGJШ'-"Ctor 

СІІі:ШІ't~І 

-· Sekct 
Sкitch 

1nt::шa1 Spt=a.ker 
Mi.:тophone 

F igLІre 2 1-3. AN/PRC- 148 МВІТR. 

AN/PRC-152- S iшilar to the MBITR, the AN/PRC-152 is а SC InLІ!tiband 
haпdhelcl, battery opeгated traпsceiver tlшt has а total ot' І ОО programmable 
chaпnels and is t uпable over а treqнeпcy raпge of' 30- 5 J 2 MHz. 

І І'М 6-02.53. 4-23 . 
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Additionally, it has an eшbedded GPS receiver to display local position. It 
\veighs 2. 7 lbs. with battery, and has а battery life of арргох. 8 lюurs (Figure 
21-4). 

Гіgше 21-4. AN/PRC-152. 

AN/PRC-152 Load а Single С/щппе/: 
l. Determiпe the ргореr F'REQ. 
2. Rotate tl1e CIPHER kпоЬ to РТ апd the fuпction knob to F. The гаdіо will 
initialize. 
З . Press PGM (the 8 buttoп оп the keypad), select SYS'I'EM PRESETS, press 
ENTER, theп select SYSTEM PRESETS CONFIG, and pгess ENTER. 
SYSTEM PRESET NUMBER \viii Ье displayed with the cursor on the preset 
nшnber ideпtifieг . 

4. Eпter the appropriate пнтЬеr ( 1-99) Ьу pressiпg the keypad пнтЬеr and press 
ENTER. Thc пumber is eпtercd as thc prcset idcпtificr, and thc cursor is nюvcd to 
the channcl description. 
5. Use the kcypad to спtсг а tcxt dcscгiption ot'tl1c pгesct сІ1аппеІ, апd pгcss ENTER. 
The tcxt dcscriptioп is sayed, апd tl1e епаЬІе pгcset орtіоп is displayed. 
б. Select YES. Preset is eпabled. 
7. Use the bнttons нпtіІ l,OS is displayed, апd pгess ENTER. ТІ1 е VUIЛS CONFIG 
menн is displayed. 
8. Sclcct FREQ апd press ENTER. Thc FREQ prograшшiпg screeп is displayed. 
9. Select RX f'Н.EQ апd press EN'Т'ER. The гссеіУе ПШQ сап !Je loacled. 
І О. Usc thc kcy pad to cпtcr the dcsircd FREQ, апd prcss ENTER. Tl1c FREQ is 
loaded, апd the f'REQ meпtl is displayed. 
11 . Select ТХ f 'REQ апd pгess ENTER. 
12. Selcct USE RX апd pгess ENTER. ТІ1с SC is loaded апd set fог tгaпsmitting апd 
receiv iпg . 
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Radio Troubleshooting - The majoгity ot' radio comnшnicatioп problems 
may Ье solved Ьу the ABCs ot'basic troublestюotiпg: 

А - Апtеnпа: Check titting, consideг loпg whip or field expedient. 
В - Battery: СІеап, dгу, апd charged. 
С - Connection: Clean conпection with ап eraser. 

Туріса І radio сотmиІІісаtіоп problems: 
І. No power - check battery, c!Jeck fuпction switch. 
2. High pitch in l1andset- clean connection with an eraseг. 
З. Will not transmit - check antenпa, check, conпection, check t'гeчLJency. 
4. Will поt receive - check antenna, check connection, check freчuency. 
5. Will not key - press push to talk (РТГ). 
6. ContinLJous keying- press РТТ, change handset. 

CJeneІ·a! ru/es jor І·ar/ios: 

І. When поt in use, remove batteries and pack in waterproof coпtainer. 
2 СІеап radios as t!·eqLІeпtly as individual апd crewserved weapoпs are 

cleaпed. 

* If plastic bags are llsed to protect haпlisets and m icrophones, спsше tl1e 
batteгy vent is tюt obstructed. Radios l)]"Otecteli in tl1is mаппег nшst Ье 
constaпtly c!Jeckeli to іпsше moistшe does лоt bLti!li LІр іп the bag. 

CJenaaiІ·и/esj"ш balleries: 
І . ТLІпl ofT radio рО\Nег before clшnging the battery (it's bad for the radio апd 
you'll dLІmp the till). 
2. Кеер batteries as dry and warm as possible - batteries perform best at 
moderate tempeгatures and gencrally l1avc а slюrter lifc at very cold 
tempcraturcs. 

Geneml ru/es гegш·cfing antennas: 
І. Ксер wl1ip antenna vertical wl1en tгaпsmittiпg. 
2. lnsuгe алtепnа is not grouпded Ьу Ьеіпg іп contact with foreign object. 
З. Position antcnnas to achieve the best line-oГ-sight possible between 
stations (such as on top of а hill) - the higher the antenna the greater the 
range the radio transmissioп will have. 

Antcnnas - Antennas are classitied Ьу the directions іп which they can 
radiate eneгgy. The three classifications incll!de omnidirectional (аІІ 

directions), bidirectional (two directioпs), or directioпal (опе direction). 
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Туре-292 Jungle Antenna - Developed tor jungle use, tl1e 292 is an 
oшnidirectional antenna that consists of one radiating wire and three ground 
plane wires having lengths corresponding to the desired frequency . 
1. Use the planning considerations discussed in the пехt paragrapl1 to 
deterшiпe the l eпgth of the eleшeпts (one radiatiпg wire ап(і tl1ree grouпd 

рlапе wires) for the desired frequeпcy (See f'igure 21-5). 
2. Cut these eleшeпts froш clayшore or siшilar wire . The l1eavier the gauge, 
the better, Ьнt iпsulated copper core wіге woгks best. 
З. Снt spacing sticks the sаше leпgth as the grouп(i рІапе wires. Place the 
sticks in а tгiaпgle апd tie theiг ends together with \vire, tape, or горе. 
4. Attach ап іпsнІаtог to each corпer ап(і one епd of each groнnd-plaпe wіге 
to each iпsнlator. 
5. Bгing the loose ends of the ground-plane wires togetl1er, attacl1 theш to ап 
insulator, апd tie secшely. 
б. Strip аЬонt З inches оГ insulatioп froш each wire апd twist tІ1еш together. 
7. Тіе опе епd of the radiating eleшent wire to the other side of insнlator and 
tl1e othcг end to another insulator. 
8. Strip аЬонt З iпches оГ insulatioп froш the radiating elcшent. 
9. Снt enoнgh \Vire to reacl1 troш the proposed locatioп ofthe апtеnпа to the 
гаdіо set. Кеер tl1is line as short as possible, because excess length redнces 
tl1e et'ficieпcy of tl1e systeш. Тіе а kлot at each епd to identify it as the "lюt" 
lead . Reшove iпsulatioп trom the "hot" wire and tie it to tlle radiatiпg 

еІешепt wire at insulator. 
І О . Rcшove іпsнІаtіоп froш the other wire апd attach it to tlle Ьаге grouпd 
рІапе еІешепt wires at insulator. 
11. Тарс all coппections and do поt allovv tl1e radiatiпg еІешепt wire to 
toнch the gгонпd plane wires . 
12 . Attach а rope to the insнlator on the tree епd of' the radiating eleшent 
апd toss tl1e rope over the branches of а tree. Pu11 the anteпna as higl1 as 
possible, keepiпg tl1e Jead іп routed dowп tllrougl1 tl1e triangle. Secuгe the 
горе to hold the antenna іп place. 
1З. At. tlle rad io set, reшove about 1 іпсh of i пsulation froш each епd ofthe 
wire . Connect the eпds to the positive side оУ tl1e cobra llead connector. Вс 
st1re tlle connectioпs are tight or secuгe. 
14. Set up correct freqнency, turп on the set, апd proceed witll 
coшшнnications . 

Antenna l,engtlt Calculation - Tlle length оГ ап antenпa nшst Ье 

considered іп tl1e coпstruction of field expedients. At а шіпіmнш, а quarter 
ofthe treqнeпcy waveleпgth slюнld Ье нsed as the length oftlle апtеnпа . 
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Operatiпg ЕІешепt Leпgth 

Frequeпcy (Radiatiпg Elemeпts ащІ 

Іп MHz Gro11nd-Piane Eleшents) 
зо 2.38 111 (7ftl0in) 
~") _,_ 2.23 m (7 ft 4 in) 
34 2.1 Jn (6ft І І іп) 

Зб 1.98 П1 (бftбіп) 

38 1.87 Jn (бft2іп) 

40 1.78 111 (5ft10in) 
43 1.66 111 (5 ft 5 in) 
46 1.55 П1 (5 ft І іп) 

49 1.46 П1 (4ft9iп) 

52 1.37 111 (4ftбin) 

55 І .З m ( 4 ft 3 in) 
58 1.23 111 (4ft0iп) 

61 1.17 П1 (3ft !О in) 
64 1.12 П1 (ЗІ't8іп) 

68 1.05 m (3ft5iп) 

72 0.99111 (Зft3in) 

76 0.94 П1 (3 ft І іп) 

l' iglJre 21 -5. 292 J llngle Antenna. 
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То calculate the physical lengtl1 of' an anteпna in t'eet, use the t'ollowing 
eqLІation. It will give уоLІ the antenna leпgth іп f'eet tor а І І 4 wavelength ot' 
the f'reqtІency. То deteгmine the antenпa leпgth in t'eet f'or а f'нll wavelength 
аntеппа, mLІltiply the antenпa length Ьу 4: 

Х = 234/ Freq 

(Х = the length of'the antenna іп f'eet; f'req = tl1e radio f'requency useti) 

Example 
234/ 38.950 = 6.0 І feet (Quarte1· Wavelength Апtепnа) 
6.01 teet х 2 = 12.CJ2 Гееt (Half'Wave l eпgth Anteпna) 

6.01 teet х 4 = 24.04 teet (Full Wave l eпgth Antenna) 

Conclнsion 

This рвгроsс of' tl1is chaptcr was to gain а basic впdcrstandiпg of' 
tactical radios, tюнblcshootiпg (A,B,Cs), aпtcпnas апd gcпeral rвles 
of' thвmb. Prcvcntioп is tlle bcst сшс. Carc іп tl1e field епsшеs 
comшtшicatioпs cqнipmeпt works cf'f'ectively. The goal is to 
соmпшпісаtе timcly апd dccisivcly to accomplisl1 any missio11. 
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То Ье etfective, а Special Forces soldier mLtst Ье good in the tield . Not 
only must he understand tl1e basics of land navigation (Ье аЬІе to locate his 
position on а map using teгrain association, and plot а couгse from опе роіпt 
to aпother), Ьнt І1е mнst possess а basic kпow]e(ige of горе knots, fieki
expedient metlюds of acquiгiпg food апd water and fiгe-startiпg techпiqнes . 

The chapter presнpposes а basic kпowledge of Іапd пavigatioп and will 
discнss the followiпg: 

• Terrain J~'eatuгes. 
• Sнpplemental Сапd Navigation Techniqнes. 
• Navigating Witlюнt а Compass. 
• Basic Knots. 
• Field Expedient Water Procшement. 
• Fire-Staring Teclшi(llles. 

Terraiп Features --Below are tl1e ten basic terrain features (F igшe 22-1 ). 

І 
! 

) Saddle 

\ ·, 

""'· ~ Va11~1( 
..... 

ГіglІге 22-1. Basic Тепіап Гeatuгes: Major tепаіп featш·es are l1ills, saddles, valleys, І'iliges. 
апd dep1·essioпs. Mino1· terraiп featшes а1·е draІ'IS, spurs, and cliffs. Supplementary tеп·аіп 
teautLІres а ге cuts апd fї 1\s. 1 

1 ГМ 3-25.26 Мар Readiпg апd l.aпd Navigatioп, 10-11. А тар is а graphic represeлtati011 ofa 
portioп oi'tl1e eaгth's s1н·face dга1vп to scale, as seen trom above. 
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Supplemental /дпd Navigation Teclmiques 

Jntersection - is the locatioп of an LІnknown роіпt Ьу successiveJy 
occupying at least two (preferabJy three) kno>vn positions on the ground and 
then шар sig11tiнg оп t11e uнknown location. It is used t.o locate distaнt or 
inaccessibJe points or objects sнс11 as еnешу targets and danger агеаs. There 
are two шet11ods of intersectioп: the шар апd coшpass шethod and the 
stгaight edge шethod (See f'igшe 22-2).2 

Figure 22-2. lпteгsection Teclmique. 

Мар апd coтpass тethod: 
( l) Orieпt the тар вsіпg the coтpass. 
(2) 1"ocatc a11d тark your positio11 011 thc тар, 
(З) Determi11e the таgпеtіс azimвth to tl1e нпkпО\\'11 positioп нsi11g tl1e coтpass . 

( 4) Co11veгt the шаgпеtіс azinшtl1 to grid azi11шth. 
(5) Draw а lіпе оп the тар from уош positio11 оп this grid aziшнth. 
(б) Move to а seco11d kпown point апd rcpeat stcps l, 2, 3, 4, and 5. 
(7) The Іосаtіоп of thc в11known positio11 is where tl1e lines cross 011 tl1e тар. 
Dctefl11iпc tl1c grid coordinates to thc dcsired ассшасу . 

Stгaight edge теtІюd (coшpass not availablc): 
(І) Orie11t tl1e шар оп а flat sшface Ьу tl1e terrain associatioп шethod. 
(2) Locate апd mark your positioп оп the тар. 

2 І·'М 3-25.26,6-13 . 
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(3) Lay а stгaight ecige 011 tl1e тар \••ith 011е епd at the useг's positioп (А) as а pivot 
point; thcп, 1·otatc 
tl1e straigl1tedge u11til the unkowп poi11t is sighted alo11g the edge. 
(4) Dгнw а Іі11с аІопg thc stгaight cdgc 
(5) Rcpeat thc abovc stcps at positioп (В) апd cl1cck for accuracy. 
(б) Т'І1е iнtcrscctio11 of the li11es 011 tl1e тар is the Іосаtіоп of the u11k11owп роіпt. 
Dctcrmiпc tl1c gгid coordinates to thc dcsi1·cd accuracy. 

Resection - is the method of locating one's position on а шар Ьу 

deteпniпing the grid azimuth to at least two welldefined locations that can 
Ье pinpointed on tl1e шар. For gгeater accuracy, the desired method of 
гesection would Ье to use three or nюre well-defined locations (f'ig 22-3). 

l:igLІгe 22-3. l{esection Teclmique. 

(І) Orie11t tl1e тар LІsing the compass. 
(2) ldcntify t\VO or thrcc known distant locations оп thc grouпd and mark thcm on 
the тар. 
(3) Measure tl1c magпctic azinшth to one of thc known positions t'rom your location 
usiпg а compass. 
(4) Convert the magпetic azi l1llІtl1 to а gгid azirпuth. 
(5) Coпvcrt tl1e grid azimuth to а back aziпшth. Usiпg а protJ·actor, dra\v а Ііпс tог 
thc back azinшt\1 оп 
thc тар fі·ош tl1e kпоVІ'П position back toward your uпkпоwп positioп. 
(б) l~epeat 3, 4, апd 5 for а secoпd posit ioп апd а third positioп. if desired. 
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(7) ·гhе iпtersection of the J iпes is yoLІr Jocatioп. Determiпe the grid coordiпates to 
tl1e dcsired асснrасу . 

Navigating Jf'ithout а Compass ·· You can deterшiпe уоuг locatio11 Ьу usi11g 
tt1e earth 's relatio11sl1ip to either celestial bodies. IIere are а few шethods: 

Shadm11-tip melhod ····· ( 1) РІ асе а stick that is at least З feet long upright in 
the groн11d so уон са11 see its shadow. Ensшe the shadow is cast 011 а level 
grou11d tl1at is free of leaves and brнsh . Mark the tip оГ the shado;v it casts. 
(2) Wait approxiшately 15 шi11utes , tl1e11 шark the 11ew position of tl1e 
slшdow's tip with a11otheг small object. (З) Oraw а Іі11е betwee11 the two 
шa1·ks . This is ап approxiшate east-west lіпе. Stand with уош left foot оп 
tl1e first шark шкі your right foot 011 tl1e seco11d - you аге поw Гасіпg nшth 
(See Figшe 22-4 ). Note: lf і11 the Southerп Heшispl1ere, у он would Ье faciпg 
soнtl1. 

\Vait approx . 15 шinнtes 

1 2 3 

Е 

s 

N 
\ 

ow 

Гigure 22-4 . Shalfo\v Ті р Method. 

Watch metlюd Іп the 
northeгn hemisphere, hold the 
watch horizo11tal апd роіпt the 
hонг ha11d at the sш1. Bisect 
the aпgle betweeп the hour 
haпd апd the 12 o'clock шark 
to get the 11011h-south li11e 
(See F'igнre 22-5). 
І f there is апу doнbt as to 
wl1ich e11d of' the line is пorth, 

remember that tl1e sш1 rises in 
the east, sets і11 the west, апd 
is dне south at 110011. The su11 N 
is і11 the east before 110011 апd 
іл tl1e \vest after 110011. 
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Іп the southerп heшisphere, hold the 
vvatch апd роіпt tl1e 12 o'clock шш-k at the 
suп. Bisect tl1e апgІе bet\veeп tl1e 12 

artt,e>ш• o'clock шark апd the hour haпd the to get 
tl1e пorth-south line (See Figuгe 22-6). 

Using tl1e Moon ~ the шооn, haviпg no 
ligl1t of its own, orbits tl1e earth оп а 28-
сіау circвit, апd reЛects light according to 
its position (пevv шооn, fвІІ тооп, etc.). lf 

Figuгe 22-6. Watcl1 Metll()(j 2. tl1e шооп rises L)efore tl1e suп Ішs set, the 
іІІшnіпаtесі sicie will Ье the west. If the 

шооп rises after шicinight, tl1e illвшinated side will Ье the east. This obvioвs 
discovery provides us witl1 а rougl1 cast-west rcference during tl1e пigllt. 

Nav(e;ating ~vith Stars -- When LІsing coпstellations to deterшiпe diгection, 
ideпtity your location's Teшperate Zопе.3 For ехашрІе, tl1e North Staг 
provides ап excellent nigl1ttiшe пavigatioпal aid іп tl1e North Temperate 
Zone. In order to locate it, tind the the Big Dipper coпstellatioп, шаdе нр of 
seven fairly brigl1t stars іп the shape of а dipper with а Іопg curved tшndle 
(See fїgure 22-7). 

Гіgше 22-7. Navigatiпg witl1 tl1e North Sтаг. 

The the two stars that forш the side of the СLІр tarthest froш the handle, 
LІsed as poiпters, are situated in tl1e directioп of The North Star vvhich is 
about five tiшes the ciistaпce betvveeп the two stars of the dipper СLІр. For 

3 Tempe1·ate Zone is the area betweeп the tІ·opics апd tl1e роІа1· сігсІеs. 
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additionall1elp, the North Star is located about шidway between the central 
star ot' Cassiopeia and the Big Dipper. Once you've found the North Star, 
(iraw an iшaginary line straight dovm froш it to tl1e ground. This direction is 
true noгth, and if you can find а landmark іл the distance at this point, you 
can use it to guide yourself. 

In the Southern Heшispl1ere, true sout11 is deteпnined in relation to the 
Southern Cross, а constellation coшposed of five stars. The four brightest 
stars of forш а cross. Identify tl1e two stars that шаkе up the long axis of the 
cross. These stars torm а Ііпе wl1ich 'poiпts' to an iшaginary роіпt in the sky 
which is above the South РоІе. Follow the iшaginary line down froш the 
two stars five tiшes the distance between theш. Draw ап imagiпary line 
from this point to the grouпd, апd try to identify а corresponding laпdшark 
to aid уон navigationally (See Figure 22-8). 

f'igшe 22-8. Navigati11g witl1 tl1e Soutl1eг11 C1·oss. 

Jmprмised compass - У он сап coпstruct iшpгovised coшpasses witl1 : (І ) а 

пееdІе or some other wire-like ріесе ot' steel such as а straightened paper 
сІ ір, doнble-edged razor blade, etc. and (2) sometl1iпg sшall tl1at tloats sнсІ1 
as аріесе of cork, the bottoш of а styrofoam coffee cup, а рі есе ot' plastic, а 
leaf, or tl1e сар trom а milk jнg, etc . Опсе you ' ve got bot11 iшplemeпts 
you'll пееd to magnetize or polarize the metal Ьу slowly stroking it іп опе 
direction on а ріесе of silk or carefнlly through your hair LІsing deliberate 
strokes. А шаgпеt also works well (only stroke one end апd іл one 
directioп) . Next, fiпd some staпdiпg \Vater, рІасе the magпetized metal оп а 
float апd it will align itself with а nortl1-south І і не. 
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Basic Knots ······ the f'ollowing knots are usef'ul in secшing yourselt' and уоuг 
equipment: (І) Sциаге knot (below) - is а joing knot that is used to tie two 
ends togetheг. 

(2) JJmvline (1·ight) 
- one of' the most 
useful knots, can 
Ье used to sесше 
alnюst anything. 

Еп<І of !{оре Pr\lsik 

(3) End of Rope Pt·usik knot (le/t) - is LІSe(j to attach а 
movable rope to а fixed горе 

(4) Rerouted F(І!,ure Eight (Ье!ои' lt;ft)- is an anclюr 
kлot wh ich та у Ье LІsed to sесше а climber. 

(5) fYateг Knot (Ьelow t·ight) - joins two eпds of' 
tLІbLІal nylon which is cotшnonly used t'or а secшity 
haгпess . 
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Rappe/ Seat -- is an iшprovised rappel l1arness шаdе of rope which usually 
requires а s\ing rope І 4 feet ог Ionger (See Figure 22-9). Use the tol\owing 
steps when tying the knot: 
!. Find the шiddle ofthe sling горе and make а bight. 
2. Decide wl1ich haпd will Ье used as the brake haпd and рІасе the bight on the 
opposite hip . 
З. Reach around behiпd апd grab а single stшnd ofrope. Briлg it around tl1e waist. to 
tl1e fюпt апd tie t\NO overhaпds оп the otl1er strand of горе, tlшs creating а loop 
arouпd the waist . 
4. Pass thc two епсІs between the legs, ensLІring they do not cгoss. 
5. Pass the t1vo ends up under the loop arouпd the waist, bisecting the pocket flaps on 
thc trousers. Pull up on the ropes, tighteпiпg the seat. 
6. F'rom rear to front, pass tl1e t1vo ends tl1rough the leg loops creating а lшlf 11itcl1 оп 
both hips. 
7. Bring the loпger of the two eпds across the front to tl1e nonbrake haпd hip апd 
scct1re the two cпds with а sqLІare kлot safetied 1vitl1 ovcrhand knots . Tuck any 
excess горе in the pocket below the square knot. 

Step4 

Stepб 

Пgще 22-9. Rappel Seat. 
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Fielcl Expedient Water Procurement - tleld skills ot' toгagiпg аге 

perishable. There are two basic seпarios іп \VI1ich опе would пееd to forage: 
Опе іп wl1icl1 уон епd up оп уош оwп (sнrvival); апd another, іп which you 
are орегаtіпg as а шешЬег ot' а patrol. 

U1ala Pror.:urement - уоtІ сап't live Іопg withoнt it. Even in cold агеаs, уон 
need а шinimшn ot' 2 quarts ot' water а day (As а basic rule, the maximшn 
апюнnt ot' water per day is І 0-12 quarts). Ршіf'у аІІ water before drinking. 
Either ЬоіІ it for at least опе minute (plus І more miпute t'or each additioпal 
І ,ООО feet above sea level) or t'or а maximнm ot' 1 О miпutes aпywhere. Use 
water pнritlcatioп tablets. Alшost any environmeпt has water present to 
some degгee. Figшe 22-10 lists possib\e soнrces ot' wateг in varioнs 

eпvironmeпts. 

En,•ironm~nt. Soun:e 
Dc~rt Cactl 

Беасh 

А! Sea 

Jungle 

Jungle 

Juпg!e 

Condєnшtion 

оптв:а.І 

Grr:rtmd 

1/.ain 

Ва папа Т lW! 

Н..шп 

ProrurememM~fuoo 
Cut offtl1e top and squeae t11e pt4'p. Donot eat tl1e 
pu!p (Suck the juke out ofthe ptl!p and discard). 

(\\'heiever you fl!ld greeц ,·egetation, !o\v areasor 
&тр sufface sand). Dig.bok deep eoough to aJ!o;v 
"'aler to seep 111. 

lns.ert fkxiЬie rul>e and siphor1 "'ater. 
Lo\ver а container if fissure is large enough. 

Use ctoth to absorb \\'ater, then \\ru!g 
;vater ftoш clo!n. 

Dig hole deep enough to a!!ow \Vater to seep in 
(use coпtainer ifavai!able); obtain rocks, Ьш.1d йrе, 
heat rocks; drop hotrocks in "'ater, hokl c!oth O\'ef 

.hole to а!ноrЬ steam; \\mg \\':lter fi:omc!oth. 

Catch rа.ЧІ in tarp or container. 

Снt а ІlOtch in tl>e \•ше as higJ1 as уоп cau reach, 
theл шt th;: \i!w off close to t.'Je groпnd. Catch fue 
dropping liqпid in а container or ttJ your mouth 

CutdO\\'U the ttee, !ea;ing аЬоuІ а 30-cen!!me>te.r stump, 
and scoop out the ceпter of the stuшp so that !he ho!!o\\' 
is Ьo\~·!-shaped . Water .ftnш the roots 'Wl immediately 
start to fill the 1к:Jk>'v 

RafnV\·ater colkcted m сk>;ш contait:tets or m piants is usнah)· 
safe for <L-'iaking. 

Purify \valer froш !akes, poшJ:s, S\\'aшps, springs, or streaшs, 

especia!Jy Нн.> \Va!er near huш:ш settletnents or in the ttopics. 

• \\'he!l possible, р>ші)' а1! \vater уоtІ get Ьу ;!Sing iodttJe or chiorine, or Ьу Ьoi!ing. 

F iguгe 22-1 О. Wateг Procшemer1t ін Var·io LІS Eпvironmer1ts (FM 2 1-76 Sшvival). 
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Fire-Starting Teclmiques ···· Understaлding the concept oftl1e fіге triangle is 
vегу irnportant in corгectly coлstructing алd maiлtaining а fire . The H1ree 
sides ofthe triangle represent аіг, heat, and fuel . Ifyou remove any oftl1ese, 
the ftre ~viii go oLrt (FM 21-76). You пееd three types of rnaterials to build а 
fire - tinder, kindling, and fLІel. Tinder is dry material that ignites witl1 little 
heat - а spark starts а fire. The tinder rnLІst Ье absolutely dry to Ье sure just а 
spark will ignite it. Jt' you only have а device that generates sparks, charred 
cloth will Ье almost essential. It hollis а spark for Iong periods, allowing уоLІ 
to put tinder on the hot area to geпerate а srnall flame . 

УоLІ can make clшrred cloth Ьу heating cotton cloth until it tllrns black, 
Ьнt cioes not burn. Once it is black, you rnust keep it in ап airtight container 
to keep it dry. Рrераге this cloth well іп advance of any survival situatioп. 
Add it to уоuг individual survival kit. КіпdІіпg is readily сошЬнstіЬІе 

rnaterial that уон add to tl1e burning tinder. Again, this material should Ье 

r~T:--d --- к· d'lin' ··-"'-F--I -----~ aЬsolutely dry to ensuгe 
ш er m - g ue ·d Ь · · dl. 

І Bark Small t\o,igs Dr:y standiпg \vood :apr urnmg. Кш mg 
• шсгеаsеs the fire's 
І Dead grass Cмdtюard Dead braпches temperatшe so that it will 
І ignite less соmЬнstіЬІе 
І ~!oss Strips Animal fats material. Fнel is less 
І of,yood comЬustible material that 

Stra\\' Соа! 
~,· Cattail Ьшпs slowly and steadily 

Sa\Ydнst fluff Dtied aniшal dm1g once ignited. Figшe 22-8 
lists types of tїre-starting 

ІІ Dead Dry peat materials. 
eYergreen Laying а flre -- Тhеге are 

1
1 )Jeed1es several metlюds fог layiпg 

Cotton а fіге , each of \Yhicl1 has 
advantages. The situation 

! 
І \Va.xed paper you find yourself in will 

Lint 

Dried 
\' egetable fiOOrs 

Fat\Yood 
(Pine resin) 

Steel;voo1 

determine which fire to 
use (Figuгe 22- 11). 
Always light your fire 
from the LІpwind side. 
Make sше to lay уовr 

tirкier, kindling, апd fuel 
so tlшt your fire will bum 
as long as уоLІ пееd it. 
lgпiters pгovide the initial 
l1eat reqLІireci to start the 

---------------·---- tіпdег l1нrning . 
r:їgше 22-ll . Гiтe·Startiпg Material. 
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Chapter 22 Fieldcraft 

Site Selection - When selectiпg а site to build а fїre, you shoulcl coпsider tl1e 
following: Where (terrain and сІішаtе) you are operating, wl1at шaterials 
and tools are available, how шuch tіше you have, why уоLІ need а fire, апd 
where is tl1e епешу-hоw пеаr is he? 

Ргершаtіоп - lf уоLІ are іп а wooded or brush covered area, clear brush 
away апd scrape the sLІrface soil troш the spot уоLІ selected. The cleared 
сігсІе shoLІid Ье at least 3 feet (1 шeter) іп tiiaшeter so that tl1ere is little 
сІ1апсе of tl1e fire spreading. То prepare the site for а fire, ensLІre tlшt it is 
dry and that it look fог а tiry spot that offers: Protection froш the wind; is 
suitably placed in relation to yoLІr shelter (if апу); concentгates the heat in 
the direction уоLІ desire; and has а supply of wood or other fire burning 
шaterial. 

-. :· 

ТЕРЕЕ L.ЕАІИО 

CROSS·DIТCH PYRAMIO 

F igL.Іre 22-12. Metlюds l'or ! .. ауіпg Fi r·es (f"M 21-76 Suгvival). 

ConclLІsion 

The purpose of this chapteг was to discuss the basics of fieldcraft. r'or 
additioпal information, such as food procureшent, the reader is diгected to 
FM 21-76 Sшvival. Every member of а patrol must Ье ready to operate for 
extended periods alone. Fш this reason each шал should possess а survival 
kit which should include t!1e following: fїrst aid iteшs; water puгificatioп 
tablets; signal mirror; fish hooks; 550 cord; ligl1ter, metal match, waterproof 
шatches; snare wire, etc. Гоr the case, you might waпt to use а Band-Aid 
Ьох, а first aid case, ап ашпшпіtіоn pouch, or aпother sLІitable waterproof 
case. 
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SUT Handbook Conclusion 

Learning is being able to profit from experience. Т!шs, the goal of tl1is 
book was to develop а theoгectical knowledge froш history, paгticularly 

mistakes to avoid, as \>.'el l as а practical method of applying sound doctriлe, 

tactics, techniques, and pгoceduгes pertineпt to small unit tactics. Ukewise, 
because Jight infaпtry tactics are highly perishable, it ' s imperative that the 
Special f'orces soldier place а l1igh premiшn on the techпical апd tactical 
aspects of his professioп ; so as to live нр to the гepнtation that has been Ішrсі 
eamed. 

Duty is the privilege of' service. It ' s the honor of' having your fellow 
countтymen depend on уон. Duty is, ''your word is your bond." Апd уон'd 
гatl1er sасгіЛсе уоuг life thaп your wonl. Tl1is is сінtу, оvег against а mere 
санsе. Everytl1ing else іл your саrеег is Ьнt сого]Jагу to this vita] distiпctioп. 
And it's of utmost importaпce for you, as tl1e futшe of' thc Special Forces 
H.egimeпt, to realize that tl1e eyes of' our 'beloved land of cultшe апd ancient 
desceлt' are uроп you ; depending нроп уоuг expertise іл tactics, decisive 
leadership of mcn in battle, and quiet professioпalism. lf' this higl1 ideal has 
led yotr to seek cornradery іп tl1e ranks of the Special Forces Regimeпt, then 
you, like me, place а high premiнm on it -- duty. Duty is not liviпg for 
ourselves alone but someH1iпg greater thaп oшselYes . lt's а sort of' 
annihilation of tl1e self -- as well as а fнlfillment of it. We serYe with tl1e 
memory of tlюse who have gоле before нs. And may we never fail tlюse 
witl1 whom we serve. 

Toclay as America сопtілнеs to face challenges, you as the man in the 
arena, the cнstodiaп of онr nation 's defense, \vill Ье 'called upon to perfoпn 
tasks іп isolation, far fгom familiar faces and vo ices, ' to take а staлd for 
truth апd liberty; to defend the defenseless алd ІіЬегаtе the oppressed; to 
proYe уош >vorth in the test of aпns under the eyes of God; to gнard otІr 
сонлtrу and otІr way of life, апd to Ье рrерагесі and 'Ni lling to give уош life 
in their defense. This is love of Clod, Coнntry and trнth , lived out іп 

steadfast faith , dнteous selfless service, confidence, аші нndauпted couгage , 

with ло thougl1t of' personal advaпcemeпt, ambition or applaнse . This 
privilegeci сінtу is ours. 

Tntt/1, st1·ength, and /щпоr 1 

495 



Annex А Code of Conduct 

Article І: І am an American, fighting іп the armed forces whic/1 guard my 
country and ош way oflife. І am prepared to give my life in theiг defeпse. 

Ariicle 11: І willпever sLІrreпLieг ofmy own fi:ee will. Tfin commaщi І >viii 
nevcr sшrcпdcr the тembers of my coтmand while they still l1avc the 
means to гesist. 

Article Ш: lf І am captшed, Т \Viii continнe to гesist Ьу allmeans available. 
Т will make every efГort to escape апLі aid others to escape. І will accept 
neitl1er parole nог special favoгs Гrот the enemy. 

Article lV: It'I Ьесоте а prisoпer of war, Т will keep faith with my fellow 
prisoпers. І will give по infoпnatioп nor take part in any action which might 
Ьс harmful to my comrades. If І ат seпior, І will take command. ІГ поt, Т 

will оЬеу the lawtul orders of' those appointed over те and will back them 
up іп every way. 

Article V : Wheп qнestioпed, slюLIId І become а prisoner оГ war, І аш 

reqLiired to give name, rank, service, пнтЬеr, апd date of birt/1. І will evade 
answeriпg fLirtl1er qнestioпs to tl1e нtmost of my ability. І will make no огаІ 
or wгitteп statements disloyal to my coLiпtry апd its allies or harrnful to tl1eir 
caLise. 

Article VT: Т will never Гогgеt that Т am ап American, responsible Гог my 
actions, апd dedicated to the principles whicl1 made ту coLІпtry free . І will 
tгList in my God and in the United States оГ America. 
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Annex В Robert Rogers' 28 Rules of Ranging 

l.All Rangcrs агс to Ьс subjcct to thc rulcs and ю1iclcs of \vаг; to appcar at roll-call 
every eveniпg, on their own parade, equipped, еасІ1 with а firelock, sixty rouпds of 
powder апd ball, апd а hatchet, at wl1ich tішс an ofticer froш cach сошраnу is to 
iпspect tl1e sаше, to sec tl1ey are іп order, so as to Ье rcady оп апу eшergency to 
march at а minute's warniпg; апd before thcy are dismissed, tl1e necessary gнards are 
to Ьс draнgl1tcd, апd scouts for the next day appointed. 1 

2. Whenevcr you arc ordcrcd out to tl1c спешісs forts or fi·oпticrs for discovcries, if 
your пuшЬеr Ье sшаІІ, шarch іп а single file, keeping at sнch а distance froш each 
otl1er as to prevcnt опс slюt froш kіШпg two шсn, seпdiпg опс шап, or шогс, 
forward, and the like оп each side, at tl1e distaпce of tweпty yaгds from the таіп 
body, if the ground you шагсl1 over will admit of it, to give tl1e signal to tl1e officer 
ot· tl1e approach of ап еnсшу, апd of their пвшЬсr, ctc. 

З.lfyou шarch. ovcr marsl1cs or soft groнпd, change уоuг positioп, and шarch abreast 
of еасІ1 otl1er to prevent the еnешу froш tracking you (as tl1ey would do і f уов 
шarcl1cd іп а siпglc filc) till you get over such ground, and tl1cп rcsumc уош t"oпner 
order, and шarch till it is quite dark before you епсашр, wl1ich do, if possible, оп а 
рі есе of ground Yvh ich that ша у afford your scntгies thc advantagc of seeing or 
hearing tl1e еnсшу sоше coпsider·able distance, kcepiпg one half of your whole party 
awake alternately throнgh the night. 

4.Sоше tіше before уов соше to the рІасе you \vould reconпoitre, rпake а stand, and 
send one or two шеn іп whoш уов сап coпfide, to look онt tl1e best groнпd fог 
makiпg your obseгvations. 

S.lf you havc thc good fortш1e to take апу ргіsопегs, kcep thcш scparatc, till they агс 
exaшined, апd in уоuг retнrn take а differ·cпt roнte from that in whi.ch уон weпt овt, 
that you шау the bettcr discover апу pat1y іл your 1·car, апd havc an oppot1unity, it" 
tl1eir strengtb Ье supcrior to yoнrs, to altcr your сошsе, or disperse, as circuшstaпces 
шау rcquirc. 

б.Іf you шarch in а laгge body of tl1ree or fош huпdred, with а desigп to attack the 
епешу , divide your party іпtо thгec соІнnшs, cach headed Ьу а propcr officer, and lct 
tlюse coluшns rnarch in single files, tbe colнnшs to the rigl1t and left keeping at 
twenty yards distance or шоrе froш that of the center, if thc ground will adшit, апd 
let proper guards Ье kept іп tl1e front апd rear, апd suitaЬie flaпking parties at а due 
distaпce as before directed, with ordcrs to lшlt оп all сшіпеnсеs, to takc а Yiew ot' the 
sштounding ground, to prevent your Ьеіпg юnbнscaded, апd to пotify the approach 
ог retгeat of" tl1e епешу, that рrорег dispositioпs шау Ьс шаdе fог attackiпg, 

dcfendiпg, Апd if the епешу арргоасh in уош froпt оп lcvel gгouпd, fon11 а front of 
уош three coluшns or tnaiп body with the advanced guard, keepiлg OtІt your 

1 Rogers, Journals of"Majoг Robert Rogeгs, 82-86. 
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Папkіпg paгties, as if you 1vеге rпагсhіпg uпdег tl1e comrпaпd of tгusty officers, to 
ргсvепt tl1c епету ti·om pressiпg haгd 011 сіtІ1сг ot" уош wiпgs, or sнrгotmdiпg you, 
which is the нsual method of the savages, if tl1eir пнтЬеr 1vill admit of it, апd Ье 
caгefullikewise to sнррогt апd stгeпgtheп your rcaг-gнard. 

7.1f уон агс obligcd to receive the епету's fire, fall, or squat dowп , till 1t І S over: 
theп rise апd dischargc at thcm. lf tl1cir таіп body is cqual to yotJгs, cxtcпd 
youгselves оссаsіопаІІу; Ьнt if supcгior, Ье carefнl to suppoгt апd streпgthcп уонr 
tlaпking partics, to make tl1e111 cqLІal to thcirs, that it" possiblc уон тау гcpttlsc thcm 
to theiг таіп body, іп wl1ich case pLІsh нроп them witl1 tl1e gгeatest resolutioп witl1 
cqLІal fогсс іп cach tlaпk апd іп tl1c ccпtcr, obscгviпg to kccp at а dнс distaпce fmm 
cach othcr, and advaпcc fют tree to trce, І'lith опс l1alt· of thc рагtу betorc tl1c оtІ1ег 
tеп or twelve yards. lf the enemy pusl1 upon уоtІ, let уош front fіге and fall dowп , 

апd tІ1еп lct yoLІr rear advaпcc thro' thcm and do tl1c І ike, Ьу 1vh ich timc tl1osc vvl1o 
befo1·e І'Іеrе іп fгопt will Ьс ready to discharge again, апd repeat the same аІtепшtеІу, 
as оссаsіоп sl1all reqнire; Ьу this mcans you ІvіІІ kcep нр sнсІ1 а coпstaпt tїre, that 
the епету will поt Ьс аЬІе easily to break уонr огdе1·, ог gаіп your groLІпd. 

8.1f уон oblige thc епету to retгeat, Ье caгeful, іп уонг ршsн іt of them, to keep out 
your flaпkiпg parties, and preveпt them ti·om gаіпіпg eminences, or rising grouпds, 

іп whicl1 casc tl1cy 1vould perhaps Ье аЬІе to гаІlу and rcpulsc уон in thcir tнrn. 

9.Іt'уон агс obligcd to retrcat, let tl1e t'ront ofyoнr wl1olc party firc and fall back, till 
tl1e rеаг lшth dопе thc sшпе, makiпg fог the best grouпd you сап; Ьу tl1is meaпs yott 
ІvіІІ obligc thc спсту to pursнc you, ifthey do it. at аІІ, in tl1c facc ot'a coпstaпt fігс. 

IO.It'tllc епету is so supct·ior that you агс in daпgcr ofbciпg surrouпded Ьу them, let 
thc wІюІс body dispeгsc, апd evcry опс takc а diftc1·cпt road t.o the рІасе ot· 
reпdezvoнs appoiпted for tl1at еvепіпg, wl1ich пшst every morniпg Ье altereLi апd 
fixccl tог thc cvcпing eпsuiпg, іп oгdcr to briпg thc wІюІс party, or as та nу of thcm 
as possiblc, togetl1eг, after any separatioп that may hарреп іп tl1e day; Ьнt if уон 
shoвld Ішррсn to Ье асtваІІу sштовпdеd, fопп yourselves іпt.о а squю·e, or if іп tl1e 
woods, а сіІ·сіе is best, and, if possil)ie, make а staпd till thc darkпcss ot' thc п ight 

favoвгs уош escape. 

ll .lfyour геаr is attacked, tl1e main body and flankeгs must face about to tl1e rigl1t ог 
lcft, as occasion sl1all rcqtJiгe, and toпn themselvcs to oppose the cnemy, as betorc 
directed; апd the same п1ethod mнst Ье observed, if attacked in either of уонr Папks, 
Ьу whicl1meaпs уон will always makc а rcar оfопс ofyour f1aпk-gнaгds. 

12.1t' у о в deteгmiпe to ra lly after а геtгеаt, іп o1·der to make а fгesh staпd agaiпst the 
спету, Ьу аІІ mcaпs епdсаvош to do it оп tl1e most rising grouпd you come at, 
wl1ich will give you greatly tl1e advaпtage іп point of situation, апd епаЬІе уов to 
гepulse superior numbeгs. 

ІЗ . Іп gспегаІ, when pushcd нроп Ьу thc спсту, reseгve your tїrc till tl1cy арргоасІ1 
vегу пеаг, which will thcп рнt them іпtо tl1e greatest suгpгise апd coпsternatioп, апd 
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give уон ап opportнпity ot' rнsl1iпg нроn them with уонr l1atchets and cнtlasses to the 
bcttcг adYaпtagc. 

14. Wl1en уон еnсашр at nigl1t, fix уош seпtгies іп sнch а шanner as not to Ье 
relieYed t'rom tl1e mаіп body till пюп1іпg, profouпd sccrecy and sіІспсе being oftcп 
of tl1e last importaпce іп these cases. Each sentry therefore slюuld coпsist of six mеп, 

two of \vlюm 111LІSt Ьс coпstaпtly alcrt, апd whcп relicYcd [)у thcir fello,vs , it shoнld 
Ье done witlюнt поіsе; апd іп case tlюsc on dнty scc or hear апу tl1iпg, wl1ich alarrпs 
tl1cm, tl1cy агс not to spcak, but one ot' thcm is silcпtly to J'etreat, and асqнаіпt thc 
commanding ot'Лcer tl1ereo( that proper dispositions may Ье made; and аІІ 

оссаsіопаІ scntries should Ье Лхеd іп like manпer. 

15 .At the Лrst da\1'11 of day, a\\'ake уош wl1ole dctachшent ; that being the tіше wl1en 
thc sayages choosc to fall upon their cпemics, уон sl1ould Ьу аІІ meaпs Ье іп 

readiпess to receive them. 

lб.lftl1e еnешу shoнld Ье discoYer·ed Ьу your detachments іп the nюrniпg, and tl1eir 
nнmbeгs агс superior to yours, and а Yictory doubtful, уон should not attack thcm till 
the еуепіпg, as tІ1еп they will поt kпow your пвmbers, and if you are rcpulsed, your 
retreat will Ье faYoшed Ьу the darkпess ofthe night. 

17. Before you ІеаУе уош encampment, send онt small partics to scoвt rонпd it, to 
see if there Ье ану appearance or track of an enemy tl1at migllt haYe Ьееп пеаr you 
dнring the night. 

18. When yotr stop for refreshment, choose somc spriпg or riYLІlet if you сап, and 
dispose уош party so as not to Ье sнrprised, postiпg ргореr guards and sentries at а 
dtie distaпcc , апd let а small рагtу \vaylay the patl1 you came in, lest thc cncmy 
shoвld Ье pursнiпg . 

19.1f, in уош retum, you haYe to cross riYers, aYoid the нsual forlis as mнсІ1 as 
possible, lest tl1e enemy sl1ould have discoYered, апd Ье there expectiпg you . 

20.Jf' you haYe to pass Ьу lakes, keep at sorne distance from the edge of' tl1e water, 
lcst, іп case of ап ambнscade or ап attack trom the епеmу , wl1c11 in that situatioп , 

your гetreat s/юuld Ье cut off. 

21.1f'the епеmу pursue your геаr, take а circle till you con1e to уош ovvп tracks, апd 
there torm an ambusl1 to receiYe them, апd giYe thcm the tirst tire. 

22. WІ1еп you геtшп froш а scout, and come пеаr our fort.s, aYoid the usual гoads, 
апd аУепвеs tl1ereto, lest the enemy slюuld llaYe headed you, апd Іау in ambusl1 to 
гесеіУе you, wІ1еп alпюst exlшнsted \Vith fatigнes . 

23. Wl1en you pursнe апу party that l1as Ьееп пеаг otrr forts or encaшpmeпts, f'ollow 
not dircctly in thci1· tracks, lest tl1ey should Ьс discoYered Ьу tІ1еіг геаг guards, who, 
at such а time , woвld Ье rnost alert; lщt eпdeaYour, Ьу а dil'fereпt гонtе, to head апd 
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meet them іп some пarrovv pass, or lay іп ambusl1 to гесеіvе them І'Іhеп апd where 
they lcast cxpcct it. 

24.If уон are to embark іп canoes, battoes, or ot!ІerІvise, Ьу water, choose the 
еvепіпg for the time of уоuг cmbarkation, as you wil l tl1en lшve tl1e whole пight 
Ьсfоге you, to pass undiscovered Ьу а11у paгties of tl1e e11emy, 011 l1ills, ог other 
places, whicl1 commaпd а pгospcct oft.l1e lake ог riveг you агс upon. 

25.111 paddliпg ог ГОІ'Ііпg, give ordeгs tl1at the boat ог сапое псхt tl1e stemmost, Іvait. 

for l1er, a11d tl1e third 1'0r· tl1e secoпcl, ащі the fouгth for the third, апd so оп, to preveпt 
sepaгatio11, апd tlшt уон may Ьс геаdу to assist each otl1eг оп а11у emcrgeпcy. 

26.Appoi11t о11е ma11 іп each boat to look out for fiгes, оп the adjaceпt shoгes, fi·om 
tl1e пшnЬсгs апd size of whicl1 yoLt may fопл some jLІdgmeпt of thc пнтЬеr tl1at 
kindled theщ апd wl1ether уон ar·e аЬІе to attack them or not. 

27.If you fiпd tl1e епету e11camped пеаг the baпks of а riveг or lake, Іvl1ich you 
imagi11c thcy Іvill attempt to cross tог thcir· sеснгіtу нроn Ьеіпg attacked, lcavc а 
detachmeпt of уош par·ty оп the opposite slюre to r·eceive them, wl1ile, with the 
remaindeг, you sLІгprise them, lшvi11g them between you a11d tl1e lake ог river. 

28.If уон can11ot satisty youгself as to tl1e e11erny's пнтЬсг a11d str·eпgth, from their· 
fіге , сопссаІ уош· boats at somc clistancc, апd аsсегtаіп theiг пumber Ьу а 

recoпnoiteгiпg рагtу, vvl1eп they етЬагk, ог тагс\1, іп tl1e moгпing, markiпg the 
COLtгse tl1ey stccг, whcn уоLІ may pLtrsнc, ambнsh, апd attack thcm, or lct tl1crn pass, 
as ргudепсе siІall dir·cct уон. ln gcпcral, lюwcvcг, that yoLt may поt Ьс ciiscovcrcd [)у 
the c11emy Ltpoп the lakes and rivers at а gгeat distance, it is safest to Іау Ьу, wit.h 
уош boats and рагtу concealcd all day, withoнt noisc or shcw; апd to puгsLІc уонr 
iпtended гоLІtе Ьу піgІн; апd wiІetlІer· you go Ьу land ог ІNаtег, give онt parole and 
coнпtcrsigпs, іп order to kno1v onc aпothct· іп tl1c dar·k, and likcwisc appoi11t а statio11 
evet·y tшш to repair to, і 11 case of апу accident tlшt tпау separate you. 

Major Robeгt Rogers, 1759 
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Annex С Small Unit Tactics Taxonomy 

АСЕ SLLS 
І. Атпшnіtіоп І . Stop 
2. Castшlties 2. Look 
3. Equ ipm ent 3. l"isteп 

4. Smell 
5 Ss +Т 
І. Search 5 Cs 
2. Silence І . Confiгm 
3. Segгegate 2. Clear 
4. Safeguaгd З. СаІІ 

5. Speed 4. Cordon 
6. Tag 5. Control 

Troop Leadiпg Proceduгes 
І. Receive tl1e шission 

:1 . lssue а W ARNO 
З. Make а teпtative рІап 
4. lпitiate Іnovemeпt 
5. Coпduct а rесоп 
6. Complete the рІап 
7. lssue an OPORD 
8. Supervise and гefine 

GOTWA 
І . Wl1ere tl1e Jeadeг is GOING 
:1. OTHERS І1е is takiпg \\'itll him 
З. ТІМЕ he \viii Ье gone 

МЕТТ-ТС SALUTE 
І. Missioп І. Size 
2. Enemy 2. Activity 
з. Теrгаі11 з. l"ocatioп 
4. Troops 4. !Jпit І unil'oгm 
5. Time 5. Time 
6. Civil сопsіdег. б. Equipmeпt 

5 Paragraphs of ап OPORD 
І. Situatioв 4. Sustaiпmeпt 
2. Mission 5. Comd. а1нІ Coпtrol 
3. Exec1Jtioп 

Priпciples of Patrolliпg 
І. Planniпg 

2. Reconnaissaпce 
3. Security 
4. Coпtrol 
5. Commoп Seпse 

ОСОКА 

І. Obseгv. & l' ields of Гіrе 
2. Соvег апd СопсеаІmеІІt 
З. Obstacles 
4. Кеу Terrain 
5. Аvепнеs of Арргоасh 

9 Line MEDEV АС 
І. Location 
2. Fгequeпcy апd call sigп 
3. Number of'patients Ьу ргесеdепсе 
4. Special eqtІipmeпt neelfed 
5. Nambeг of patieпts Ьу type 
б. Secш·ity ot· pickap site 

4. \VHA Т to (/0 ifl1e doesп't гetuгn in time 7. Metlюd of mш·king at pickup site 
5. ACTIONS оп сопІасt- уоtІ and me 8. Patieпt паtіопаІіtу 

9. NBC 
MoYemeпt Techпiqaes 

І . Tгaveling Aшbush Categories 
2. Traveling OveІ>vatch - contact likely І. Hasty 
З. Boun(fiпg Oveг\vatch- cont.act imminenl 2. Delibeгate 

Ambпsh Fнпdameпtals 

І. Saгprise ш1d Speed 
2. Coordinated l'ires 
З. Violence of Action 

Reconпaissaпce Fuпdamentals 

І. Gаіп tl1e Іпfогmаrіоп 
2. Avoid Detection 
З. Task Oгganize 
4. Employ Secuгity Measшes 

Six Forms of Manue\'er 

Ambusli Types 
1. Роіпt 
2. Агеа 

Raid Fнndaшentals 

І . Sarpгise and speed 
2. Cooгdiпated fi1·es 
3. Violence of action 
4. Planne(/ witl1drawal 

Types of Recoпs 
І. Route І. Eпvelopmeпt 4. Penetration 
2.Zопе 2. Tumiпg Moovcmeпt 5. ГгопtаІ Attack 
3. Area З. lnfiltratioп 6. ГІапk Attack 
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Annex D Small Unit Tactics Acronyms 

Lcader's Recon of thc OB.J (Ambush) I'INPOINT 
Рінроіпt OBJ а1ні veгify overa\1 sнitability: 35-50 meteгs 
ldeпtify left, right, апlі сепtег ofki\1 zопе 
No obstacles from пеаr silie to tl1e \.ЛА 

Роіпt Ollt ~ с\аутш·е tгees ( І s·· diшneter) 

ОvеІ·а\1 clear tields of' fire 
ldentifY Sltpport апd tl1en assault positioпs 
No tieali space 
ТгаvеІ to ideпtifY left and гig\1!-sille secu1·iry positioпs 

Security Br·ief EWAC 
Eпgagemeпt criteria. 
Wit\JdІ·awa l . 

АЬогt c1·it.e1·ia. 
Comp1·om ise. 

Assault Line Brief SPARC 
Sectoг of tіге. 
Pгiority oftш·gets. 

Assau lt Іапе. 
Rate offiгe. 
Сопсеа\ positioп. 

l.cader's H.econ of Assault оп а Raid OB.J RAID 
RFL (Restгicted ti1·e І іпе) 

Ass igп \..ОА 

ldeпt.ify P1·imary а пd Alte1·nate Breac\1 Point·s 
Heteпnine І~СС 

[,eadcr's Rccon of Support on а Rail1 OB,J SНIFT F'IRE 
Staпd-off с \еаг tields ot· fire. 
Нагd sectot·s оНіге: g ive azimut.hs. 
Іпіtіаt іоп PACl:. 
Fіге сопtгоІ measuгes: Sh і t!siLift. 
Talk tl1 e guнs . 

Find ta1·gets to1· еас\1 gtш. 

lmplied security tasks. 
Rates of Ії ге. 
Egгess plan. 

Breac\1 SOSRA 
Suppгess 

Obscuгe 

SectJгe 

Reduce 
Assau lt 

tJrban Opcrations tJRBAN 
tJse соvег \V\J eп possib \e. 

Rallv Points COOLANT 
Cover шні concea\meпt . 

Off паtшаІІіпеs of· drift. 
Out of sight апd sotшli. 
Large eпough. 
AП'ords а def'eпse fог а sl1ort period. 
Nеаг а sошсе ot·,vatet· (РаtгоІ base). 
Toug\1 tеггаіп (РаtгоІ base). 

Reduce уоuг taгget size \Vl1i le іп а static positioп . 

Hy-pass: (\оогs. wiшlows, and comers епrонtе to taгget bttikling wit\1 secшity. 

Avoid boggiпg dowп апd maiпtain dispeгs ion. 

Navigate in lo\ІV perceпtage агеаs. 
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Annex Е Small V nit Tactics Practice Exam 

І. W\13t are the nine principles of war (FM 3-0)? 
А. Mass, Objective, Otrensive, Security, Economy ofF'orce, Maneuveг, Unity of 
Command, Sш·prisc and Simplicity. 
В . Mass, Objective, Offensive, Security, Execution , Mission, Unity of Comnшпd, 
Sнrprise and Syпcl1ronization . 

С. Mission, Offensive, Attack, Defense, l~etrograde , Маnенvег, Command, 
Coordinatioп and Synchroпization. 
D. Mass, Objective, Offeпsive, Syпchroпization, Speed, Sшргіsе , VіоІепсе of 
Action, Coпtrol апd Command & Sigпal. 

2. What does МЕТТ-ТС stand for (FM 3-0, 5-5)? 
А. Mission, Eqнipmcпt, Time, Troops, Тепаіn, and СіvіІіап Considcratioпs. 
В . Maneнver, Enemy, Terrain , Time, ТороgгарІ1у, апd Casualties. 
С. Mission , Encmy, Тепаіп & Weathcг, Troops & Support Available, Timc 
Available, апd Civil Considerations. 
D. Movemcпt, Епешу, Task, Troops, Time, апd Cont1·ol. 

3. What are the three levels of war (FM 3-0, 6-2)? 
А. Global, Natioпal , апd Tactical. 
В. T1Іeatre, National, and Tactical. 
С. Stгategic, Coпventional, and Uпconveпtioпal. 
D. Strategic, Operational, and Tactical 

4. What are the six war-lighting functions (f'M 3-0)? 
А. Maneнver, Service апd Suppoгt, Commaпd & Sigпal , lntelligeпce , Sеснгіtу , апd 

Fігс Control. 
В. Sustaiпmeпt, Commaпd & Coпtrol , Fїre Sttpport, Secнrity , Jntelligence, and 
Movemcпt. 

С. lntelligencc, Commaпd & Signal, Maneнver, rїres, Security, апd Sнpport. 
D. Movcmeпt & Maneuveг, Jntclligcnce, Fircs, Sustainmcnt, Commaпd & Coпtrol , 

апd Protectioп. 

5. Wl1at is leadership (FM 3-21 .8, l -24)? 

6. What are the three principles of leadet'ship (SH 21 -76, l-1)? 
А . Ве, Know, and Do 
В. Lead, Follow, ог Gct out ofthc way. 
С. Direct, ·гаkе Chargc, Ехеснtе . 

7. What are the four major factors of leadership (SH 21- 76, 1-1)? 
А. Leader, f'ollower, Sitнatioп , and Exccution . 
13. l"ead Ьу cxample, Know youгself, Seek self- improvemeпt, and Вс teclшicaJiy and 
tactically proficient. 
С. Led , Lcadcr, Situation, and Conшшnicatioпs. 
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Аnпех Е Small U nit Tactics Practice Ехат 

8. What four factors deterшine the шethod of infiltration (FM 3-21.8, 9-7)? 
А. Missioп, Wcatl1cг, Тсrгаіп, and Епсту. 
В. Епеrпу Situatioп, Missioп, Weatl1cr·, апd Topogr·apl1y. 
С. Obstacles, J::пemy, Scrvice SLІpport, апd Missioп. 

9. What are the three types оІ' сошЬаt patr·ols (FM 3-21.8, 9-7)? 
А. Raid, AmbLІsl1, апd SecLІГity. 
В. /{aid. Кесоп, and AmbLІsl1 . 

С. Ambusl1, Кесоп, апd Pr·cscпce. 
D. Arпbusl1, Movernent to Coпtact, апd H.aid. 

І О. Тrне or l'alse. Tlte TLJ> begiпs wlten the leader receives tlte fir·st indication 
ol'an нрсошіng missioп. (FM 3-21.8, 5-6)? 

11. What is the last step of the ТІ"Р (FM 3-21.8, 5-6)'? 
А. Exccutioп. 

В. Cornplete the Plan. 
С. Sнpcrv isc апd Ксfіпс. 

12. What is the sixth step ofthe TLJ> (FM 3-21.8, 5-6)'? 
А. CondLІct Recoпnaissancc. 

В. Corпplete tl1e р Іап. 

С. lssнc an Орсгаt іопs Or(lcr. 

13. What are the tltrec moveшent techniqнcs (FM 3-21.8, 3-19)'? 
А. Tгavcling, Travcling Ovcгwatcl1 , and Bouпding OvcГ\Vatch. 
В. ГїІе, Modificd Wedg.c, and f:ire Team Wedg.e. 
С. CoiLІmn, Wcdge, апd Vcc. 

14. Which squad шovement technique shoнld Ьс нtilized \VIten enemy contact is 
expected (FM 3-21.8, 3-20)? 
А. Tгavclliпg Oveгwatcl1 . 

В. АІtегпаtіпg Bouпds. 

С. Successive Bounds. 
D. Bouпdiпg Ovcгwatcl1 . 

15. What is the correct distance from the lead sqнa<l to the Platoon lcader· for а 
Platoon moviпg itt tra\•eliпg overwatch (FM 3-21.8, 3-25)? 
А. 200 Mctcrs 
В. 50-І ОО Meteгs 

С . 75 Meters 
D. 25 Mcters 

16. What is giveп dнriпg paragraplt t\VO ofthe Operatioпs Or·der? 

17. ldeпtity the purpose of the follo~·ing missioп statcmcпt'? 
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А СО, 2/75 IN, attacks at 190600 NOV 07 to seize l1igh grouпd Yicinity NB 459270 
(OBJ DOG) ЮТ preYent the cnemy from disгuptiпg 3/75 1N (BN dccisiYc opcгation) 
attack. 

А. То seize high grouпd Уісіпіtу NB 459270. 
В . То attack at 190600 NOV 96. 
С. То preveпt thc епеmу fгom disгuptiпg 3/75 IN's attack. 
D. То support tl1e BN mаіп effort. 
Е. То dcstroy tl1e спеmу оп OBJ DOG. 

18. What do the Ietter·s in the acronym ОСОКА stand l'or? 
А. Obstacles, СопссаІmспt, 0Yeгhead СоУег, Ксу А Yerшes of Арргоасl1, апd Агсаs 
of lпterest. 
В . Ol)scгYatioп and Fields of Fіге, СоУсІ· and Conccalment, Obstaclcs, Ксу Terrain, 
and AYenues of Approach. 
С. ObstructiYc Terrain, СоУСІ', Obstacles, Ксу AYeпucs of Appi'Oacll, and Availablc 
'Гіmе. 

19. You are the BTL оІ' а 12 man squad оп an ambush patro!. Уонr squad I1as 
jнst received iпdirect fire and your SL is dcad. Уонr sqLІad has moyed 600 mcters to 
а dп\w a\vay t'гom епеmу coпtact апd FOs. 1.-ist fiyc tasks уоLІ песd to accomplisl1 іп 

order to et't'ectiYely reorgaпize following tl1e coпtact (SH 21-76, І -7) . 

20. During Paragraph 3(В) Task to ManeuYer units the sqпad ІеаєІеr must give 
what to each individual or special teams that he gives а specilic task to 
accomplish? 
А . Task and Purpose. 
В. Dircctioп and MotiYatioп. 
С . Task апd Standard. 
D. Spccitled апd Implicd. 
Е. All ofthe аЬоУе. 

21. Іп \VIJat paragraph \voпld you find Medical evacuation and IІospitalization 
and шеtІюd оІ' ev~Іcuating dead and woпnded? 

22. Іп Paragraph one, what does (Coшposition) апd (Dispositioп) of Enemy 
For"Ces tell уон'! 
А. Tl1e ideпtification of that enemy force, and the Іосаtіоп of those forces in the 
general агса . 

В. 'Гhе locatioп ofthe encmy fогсс, and their actioпs. 
С . 'Гl1е anюuпt of enerny personnel and their location. 

23. MovemerІt, step fotrr of the TLP, can occtrr when? 
А. lfrnovemeпt is псссssш·у , at апу timc dнring the П.Р. 
В. ОпІу after гесеіУіпg tl1e OPORD. 
С. Опсс tJ1e teпtatiYc plan Ішs Ьесп madc апd поt before. 
D. Once rel1eaгsals haYe been condLІcted and refined. 
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24. Wltere (Іо you lin(l your Squad Mission stateшent in the higher OPORDER'! 

25. Troop l"eading Procedures refer to which of the followiпg? 
А. PI'Occss Ьу '"'l1ich cl1angcs агс rnadc to an cxistiпg ordcr. 
В. Oyпarnic process, used [)у small uпit leadeгs, to апаІуzе а rnissioп, develop а 
рІап, апd ргсраrе tor ап opcration. 
С. PI'Ocess to pгovide advaпce поtісе of opcratioпs that arc to corne. 
О. Esseпtial inforrnation needed to сап·у out ап operatioп. 
Е. АІІ ofthc abovc. 

26. What are the f'our fuщtaшentals of raid? 
А. Security, Support, Assault, апd а Planпed Witlкirawal. 

В. FігсроІ'І'Сr, Spced, Control, апd Violcncc of Асtіоп. 
С. Suгprise and Speed, Coordinated Гїгеs, Violence of Action , and а Planned 
Witi1Lirawal . 

27. Which order is used to шаkе tішеІу changes to an existing order? 
А. Fгagmcntary Ordcr. 
В. Operatioпs Order. 
С. Warniпg Ordcr. 

28. Which of thc followiпg bcst defines Есоnошу of f<'orce? 
А. То strikc tl1e cncmy at а tirne, рІасс or in а manпcr· f()Г І'І'І1 і сІ1 І1с is нnргсрагсd. 
В. То mass t.l1e effects of overwhelmiпg cornbat power at the decisive рІасе and 
time. 
С. ·го ernploy аІІ cornbat power available, іп the most effective way possible, 
allocatiпg miпimal esscntial cornbat powcr to secondary cfforts. 
О. То allow tl1e cornrnander to identify І'І'hеге апd wheп to take risks witlюнt 
jcopardizing the secнrity ofthc спtігс tor·cc. 

29. What is the definition ofa battle dr·ill (SH 21-76, 6-1)'! 

30. Wltat are the five principles оІ" the br·each'! 
А. Sнppress. Scizc, Oestгoy, Mark, Assaнlt. 

В. Sнpprcss, Obscure, Secure, Redtrce, Assaнlt .. 
С. Sнppress, Sпюkс, Brcacl1, Sccuгe, Assault. 

31. What агс the three types of recon patrols used during patrolling? 

32. The task organization of tlte recon patrol is шаdе up of what three elcшents 
or coшbination of the three clcшents'! 
А. Surveillance, Secuгity, апd K/S. 
В. Patrol HQ, Rссоп Elcrnent, апd Sccш·ity Elcrneпt. 
С. Secшity, R/S, and СЖР Secнrity. 

33. What are tlte four fнndaшentals of reconnaissance? 

506 



Annex Е Small Uпit Tactics Practice Exam 

34. What is the acronyш used to report аІІ gatltered Priority lпforшation 
Requireшeпts (PIR)'! 

35. What at·e the four reasoпs duriпg the cotнluct of the rесоп that each R&S 
tеаш шigltt return to the release point? 

36. Wltat are the two types of іпfоrшаtіоп directed froш ltigher to Ье gatltered 
011 а recon patrol? 
А. (PIR) Priority intoпnation rcquircшcnts, апd (JR) iлfotmatioп rcquircшcnts 
В . Spccified tasks, and irпplied tasks. 

37. Іп what ot·der are tlte еІешепts of the aшbush emplaced? 

38. At \vhat роіпt do the security еІешепts шоvе to tlteir alterпate positioпs апd 
\Vhy? 
А. Upon tl1c ccasc tirc сошшаnd . 

В. lJpon fire-in-tl1c-l1ole-oпe. 
С. Upon iлit.iation апd to scal ofl'thc objcct.ivc. 
D. Uроп atтival ofa QRГ'. 

Е . All ofthe above. 

39. How long is а patrol base use(f for'? 
А. 12 hoнrs. 
В . 18 lюurs. 
С. No пюrс tІшл 24 hoшs unlcss an сшсrgепсу ш·iscs. 

40. For selection criteria, name l'our of the five things you look for in а patrol 
base. 

41. Under normal con(litions what is the last priority of\vork'? 
А. Rest. 
В. СІюw . 

42. The сІаушоrе mine projects а fan shaped patterп of steel balls in а 
horizoпtal аtт of how mапу degrees? 
А . 90 degrees. 
В . 60 degrecs. 
С. ЗО degrees. 

43. What is the пormal РАСЕ plan for initiatioп? 

44. lf the claymore mіпе is placed in froпt. of sufficieпt cover, ho\v far back 
shottld you Ье to meet tlte mіпішuш safe distance? 
А. 33 mcters. 
В. 35 meters. 
С . 18 шctcrs. 
D. І б Meters . 
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45. Wl1at is tl1e optimum effective range l'or the claymore mine'! 
А. 50 mcters. 
В. 250 meteгs. 
С. !50 meters. 

46. The М240В lires what type оІ' round? 
А. 7.62 х 51 ПlПl. 
В . 7.62 х 39 mm. 
С. 7.62 Х 54 ПlПl. 
D. All ofthe above. 

47. You are liriпg yoІJr М4 апd ехреrіепсе а double feed. What actions shoнld 
yott take to clear this malfunction'! 

48. Wlшt is t11e effective range for the М240В оп а tripod fм а point target? 
А. 600 meters. 
В. 800 rneters. 
С. І l ОО metcrs. 

49. Who was the l'ather- of the LJS Army Special Forces'! 
А. Dick Meadows. 
В. Charlie Bcck\\1itll. 
С H.ussell VоІсkп1апп. 
D. Ааrоп Bank. 

50. Who was the father of tl1e OSS? 
А. Audic Murpl1y. 
В. Robet·t Howard. 
С. William Donovan. 
D. Douglas MacAгthur. 
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І . А. 

2. с. 

3. D. 

4. П. 

5. Leadership is influencing реорІе Ьу providing purpose, directioп, апd 
шotivation \vhile operating to accoшplish the шission апd iшprove the 
orgaпization. 

б . А . 

7. с. 
8. В. 

9. А. 

10. Тrне 

ІІ.С. 

12. в. 
13. А. 

14. D. 

15. в. 

16. Mission Stateшeпt 

] 7. с. 

18. в. 

І 9. Call Higl1er, Check Security, Check crew-served \veapons, Pinpoint 
Location, and Check Eqнiprnent. 
20. А. 

2 І. Paragгaph 4, Seгvice and support 

22 . А. 

23 . А. 

24. Paragraph 3, SнЬ Paragraph А, Linc І 

25. в. 

26. с. 

27.А. 

28. С. 
29. А battle drill is а collective action rapid1y execнted without applying а 
deliberate decision making process. 
30. В. 

3 І. Area, Zопе, апd Route 

32. в . 
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33 . Gаіл аІІ reqнired iлformation , А void detection Ьу the enemy, Task 
organize, алd Employ security measures . 
34. SALtJТE 

35. They l1ave gatl1ered all P!R, they reached the limit of ac!vance, their 
allocated time to coлduct recon has e lapsed, or thcy made coлtact with tl1e 
елеmу . 

36. А. 

37. Security, Support, and AssaLJlt 

38. С. 

39. С. 

40. Cover and concealmeлt, off паtuгаІ Іілеs of drift, out of 
sight/soLJпci/small aпns range of enemy/objective/roads, large eпoLІgh for the 
eпtire elemeпt, easily defeпdable lor а slюrt period of time, ncar а sош·сс of 
wateг, difЛcLІlt tегrаіп tl1at impedes f'oot movemeпt. 
41. А. 

42. В. 

43. Claynюre, М240В, Squad Leader's М4, and AG's М4. 

44. D. 

45. А. 

46. А. 

47. Cock the tюlt to the rcar, remove the soLJгce of' f'eed, LІse уоuг fiпgers to 
work tl1e гouпds loose, load а fresh magaziпc, fігс. 

48. В . 

49. [), 

50. с. 
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Annex G Soviet Weapon Capabilities1 

АК-47 Assaнlt Rifle: 
Caгtridge. .. ... . .... . .... . ... . .. . . . . .......... ...... . .. . .. . .. . ................ .. .. ... .. ..... 7.62 х 39mm 
Maxinшm гапgе ......... .. ... ................. ........... . ... ........ .. ....... . ...... . І ООО meters 
Maximum cffcctivc rangc (arca)....... .... . .. ...... .. . .. . 300 mctcrs 
АК-74 Assault Riflc: 
Cartгidge .. .. .... ..... .. ....... 5.45 х 39mm 
Maximum гапgс ............. . .. .. ..... .... .... ...... І ООО meteгs 

Maximum efTective гапgе (агеа) ........ .. ... .. .. . . ......... ... .. .... ..... . . .. 300 meters 
RPK Machineguп: 
Caгtгidge .......... ........... .. ......... .... .. .. ...................... .. ............. .. 7.62x39mm 
Maximнm range....... .. ....... . .. . .. . .. .. . ... 2500 me(CI'S 
MaximtІm effcctive гangc (area) ..... . . . . ................... ... ............ 800 meters 
RPK-74 Machiпegun: 
Caгtri(\ge.............. . . .. .. . . .. .. . ... . .. .. .. .. .... ........ .. ...... ... ....... 5.45 х 39mm 
Maximнm raпge....... .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. ...... ... .... .. .. ... .. ... .. ......... 2500 mcters 
Maxinшm cffective raпge (area). .. . .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. . .. .... 800 meters 
РКМ Macltiпeguп: 

Cartridgc ............ . .. ..... .. ..... ...... . ......... ... ........ ....... .............. 7.62 х 54mm 
Maximum гange ...... .. 3800 meters 
Maximum effective raпge (а1·са) .... .. ... . .. .. . ..... . .. .. .... .. .. .. ... ...... І ООО metcгs 

SVD Snipcr Riflc: 
CaгtІ·idge .. . .. .. . . .. .. . .. . ... .. . . .. . .. ........... ...... ... .. .................. .. ......... 7.62 х 54mш 
Maximнm range............ ................ .. . .. .. ... .... .. .... 1300 meteгs 
Махіmшп effectiІ'e raпge 1v ith 4 х po1ver telescopic sight .. .. . .. ......... .. . 800 meteгs 
OSitK І 938 Heavy Macltinegu.n: 
Cartгidge ........ .................... . .. ......... .... .. ....... .. ............. .. ... .. . 12.7 х 108rнrп 
Maximнm range.... .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. .......... .. . .... .. .. ... 7000 meteгs 
Maximшn effcctivc гапgе (агеа). .. . . . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. ...... І ООО mcteгs 

KPV Heavy Machincgtш: 
Caгtri(\ge.... . ..... .. ........... . . .... .... .. ....... .. ..... .. ... .. ..... ... .. ........ 14.5 х І 14mm 
Maximum range............... .. .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .... ........ .. ............. .. . 4000 mcters 
MaximtІm ef'f'ective range (area)....... .... .... .. . . .. . .. .. . .. . .. .... .. . І ООО meters 
вс;- 15 (GP-25/30) Rifle-Mounted Grenade Launc/Jer: 
Pгojcctile...... .. ........ 40mrп 
Maximum гапgе .... .. ...... .. . ..... .... .. .. . .. .. .. .. .... . 
Maximшn cf'f'ectivc raпge .. . 
AGS- І 7 Autoшat ic Grenatfe Launchcr: 
Projectile. .. ........... ... .. ........ . .... ... ... .. ... .. 
Maximum range . .. .. ................... . ........ .... . 
Maximшn effective гange ....... .. ...... .. 
R.PG 7 Slшuldcr-fired Rocket: 

.. ........ . . .. 400 meters 
... 100 mctcrs 

.. .. .. .. 30mm 
. . І 700 metcrs 

. ... .... . .. ... 700 meters 

Projccti le.............. .. ...................... 85 тт shaped-chargcd. 
rocket, which will penetrate up to 330 тт (12") ofarmor. 
МахіmLІП1 range....... .. . .............. .. ............. .. 
Maximum cffcctive raпgc (statioпary targct ... . 

1 ТесІшісаІ data extracted fгom FM 100-2-3 ТІ1е Soviet Апnу, June 1991. 
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. .. 920 metcrs 
. ... 500 meters 
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Maximшn effective range (moving target) ... .. ......... . 
Projectile sc l f-dcstтucts арргох . 4.5 sccoпds aftcr· firiпg. 
RPC 16 Shoulder-fired Rocket: 

. ... 300 mctcrs 

Pгojecti le.. . . .............. . . 58.3 mm shaped-chargcti, гocket, 
~vhich will penet.rate нр to 375 rшп ( 15") оГапnог. 

MaximLrm raпge.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . .......... . .. . .. . . ...... .... .... . 920 rлeters 

MaximLrm cffective raпge (statioпaгy tar·get..... .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .... .. 800 meters 
Maximшn effective raпge (mov iпg target)........ . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . ...... 500 meters 
82mm Recoiless Ritle: 
Projectilc. 
Махіmшл cf"fective raпge .. 
Ratc of' fїгс .......... . ..... . 
289 82mrп Mortar·: 
Pгoject i Іе .. . .. . . .. ... ..... . 
Maximшn гапgс ......... . 
Міпіnшт range . . . . .. ...... . 
2811 120mm Mortar: 
Projecti le 
Махіпннn raпgc ........ . . 
МіпіmLІ Пl range ... . ...... . 
М1943 (МІбО) Mor·tar: 
Projectile ......... . 
MaximLІm raпgc ... 
Міпіпшm raпge 

DЗО 122 m m Л rtillc гу: 
Projcctile .. . 
Махіmшл гапgе ..... ..................... . 

Т72/80 МВТ: 

Pгoject i Іе 

Maximшn r·aпge .... 

. .. 82mm НЕАТ rounti 
. ... .. 450 meters 

. .. 6 rpm 

. .. 82 mm 
. 5000 metcгs 
. ... І ОО mctcrs 

. ...... 120 111111 

. 7200 meters 
. .............. .. ...... .460 meters 

. .. ... 160 П1П1 
. .. 5700 mcters 

... ... 500 mctcrs 

. 122 Пllll 
. . . ........ 15300 mctcrs 

.... ... .. ........ .... ... .... .............. ... 125 mm 
.. 4500 meters 
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Annex Н Tactical Symbols 

А шilitary sушЬоІ is а grapl1ic гepresentation of' units, equipшeпt, 

iпstallatioпs, coпtrol шeasures, and other еІешепts гelevaпt to шilitary 

operatioпs . А uпit sушЬоІ is composed of' а traшe, color (tlll), branch (an 
аrш of service of the Аrшу/Маrіпе Corps) ог functioпal syшbols (ісоп), and 
text and/or other sушЬоІ nюdifiers (Figшe Н-1 ). 

Colo.r 

техt -с 
Modifier SF 

F.rame 

1/10- Тех! 
Modifie1· 

Icon (Braнch or f'uпctioнal Syшbol) 

Figшe Н-1. Compoпeпts of'a МіІіtагу Symbol. 

Puгpose. The purpose of шilitary symbology is to allow cшшnanders шкі 
staffs to gгaphically display ceгtain eleшents of the орегаtіопаІ picture. 
Sitнatioп шарs, overlays, and annotated aerial plюtographs агс used to 
express an operation рІап ог order, сопсерt, or friendly or hostile (еnешу) 
sitLІation. ТІ1е coшbination of LІnit апd ечніршеnt syшbols and control 
шeasuгes, as well as other шіІіtагу syшlюls, creates ап indispensable tool 
for quickly portrayiпg шilitary operatioпs. 

Status of SушЬоІ. StatLІS refers to whether а unit is kпown to Ье present at 
the location identified or whetl1er it is а planпed or suspected location. 
Regardless of affiliatioп, preseпt status is indicated /)у а so\i(i Ііпе and 
plaпncd or suspected status is iпtiicated Ьу а das/1cd line (see Figшe Н-2) . 

--~, ,.-- ~ 
ft~f ' І 

$і"~-

l """~"':.' 
r- - ..ю~!~ NWWI U!i~n:own 

І tmH mm!i~ 

Pr~nt г--"l І (-'\ 
\_) о о І D 10 

І 
·-----~ І /"\ г---l </'> ~--·--·-1 

І , , 
~~ot І : ..,.J. "\ 

І ' І~... . ,) Sut.poo-Юd 
L------J f \,_,_ ) l _____ J ' ' '-v/ 

;.. ____ ..J 
\ .....,_"..,... 

Figшe Н-2. Status of.Symbol. 
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Annex 1-1 Tactical Symbols 

Unit and Eqнipment Symbols Gнide 

о • •• • •• D D D D D D 
Teaш/Cre\V Sqнad Sectioн Platoon І Сошра.11у / Battalioв І 

Detachшent BatteІ)' 1 Тюор Squadюn 

ІІІ х хх ххх хххх ххххх 

D D D D D D 
Reginн":пt і Briga'te Di\·isioп Corps Anuy Anny Ciroup 
Group 

хххххх 

D 0 [%] ~ ~ ~ 
Region Special Forces Ranger AirЬo111r Infaшl;' Mec1нuuzed 

IntimЬ.}' Intanuy 

~ І0І lml ІоІ 1~1 ~ 
At"til1eгy Self-Pгopellcd tпgіпее1· Aпnor Hota1yWiпg Rolмy\Viпg 

HO\\·itzer Attack Air Cav<~l.ty 

G 1~·1 [ZSJ 0 ~ ЕЕ 
Milit•ry Fixed \~.Тюg Анtіашюr Reconuaisзmce і Sigпa1 Medica\ 
Інt.~Шр~ІJС(' Al1.ack Aпtitaвk С.1.'\:яlГ\' ,' Sc.out:.; 

І t f ~ ц 
М4 М249 М240 М21 Tatlk 

Heavy MG 

1 ! f і ~ 
Mortar Heavy Grenade Неа>'У Неа>')' Тапk 

1\,fortar LaWicher Greнade LaWIC]Іer 

r ф т ' ~ Single Rocket Siнgle Rocket Antitank Aнtitank Attack Armorcd 
Lauнc!ter LaWicher Missile Missi\e Heiicopter 

НеаУу Launcher Laннcher 

Неа\'У 

Figure Н-3. Eqll ipmeпt Syml10ls. 
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Аnпех Н Tactical Symbols 

_.а~>у!Міtю h<r- ",_"" 
""'"'У .. - <іс<Щ wil:h І>і>І "'d<<\rcy, 
Щpptt:H, kt. « d~'t l'd.. 

Tactical Missioп Tasks 

Сlь.д!t ~1t ~і!. ~·:r (~6 .md 
&i:l'rti~%" ~с4. n~(( h м.а.~ .... 
CON1AJN: Th •"'Р· hold, "',",_ "" ІН.ОСК: Т•>і< ІЬ>~ d"""' \!>о.._ """"" 

tu-:ю~, 6t:.~Wм~'inW: inltgt,.., litt рІм:>і•g мd QЬII<>cl< &м "' 
яор м ~$::~ ~~'tnt ЬШІ frщl1 

t~І:Ф)" mto:t'~tht·~ t.oc~ (1 
3:t~'\tr <m:tP~ hf<IC &::;d~pt'C'>:<:me ~ < *-Ь'У-~ 

•""• 

ВRЕАСН: Emp~o,. а.ІІ <У.шІ>І< '""""' «> 
Ьшk1ЬіощІ> .,.,...., •• _ ~ 

- <kf<m<, -k. """"б•Іd. "' 

""'""""""' 
I>YPASS: D«<" а"'* ro ",.,_". о:
.. <X>>to<k, ""'"'""~ ·-""'' .. ""'"'У -
С~"'{дl.Ш; .R!!:.:s.~ tmtny ~~~ to ~ 
~ rone Ьr ~tt;в ttuam ~м 
'і\'М \Ьс щ~ of щ~щ .Jk~$., « W.r.d~· 
~'а 

i!X:Fll~ТRA111:: ~1'>~ ~~ or ~ш~~ 

Wo:! '"""""""'""""'<~оу ш.И.. 
d«:q.>""' ~. Of <l'll><k,w.: =-
НХ: l't.,..,. 1Ш - h= .,.";"! 

І! 

:;:,:':;.,~~ _, ~ 

fO!.J.OW &A$$v"!>!E: А І....U.· · ...,..;п~ ~ 
•*«~g ... -"~v --;, 
~» ptфЩ'd~~uc &e~n i!tt~.tkM:fotceis 

fixtd ~d «~ 'Q <~-

FOLLOW & StiPPOR:J< А ш.ОО 
""""""""'foшf<>\10\<>00<1-•• 
kad f~ ~. оо clt~'t! 
~ 

!NТtRV)(:!; \'m<Ш, <Іі=р!. "'dфу 

tш,~·~w.-e-cf.aaart-010*:~ 

&Ю.ІЦ:'; Pt"'m •• t>сііІу. "' 

~"""""""""'ЬЩg~оt 
<k""'Y«<"·-"'-~ 

•~WI•w•! о1 ""У port offu< """")''> .1 
і~. 

!YЄFFA!: ()х,., whm "'""""' Ьм 
t<Щ>Ot.W,' ot~ly ,",.ь. 
ph)~ ~~ ~'1' ~ ~'іІ to :Щфt 

!J:Є>ThOY !>Ьу;і<:ШІу ,_ """'"""1 
f~ C-~··Мf"Kt:i\~ -u:rni! it і\ 
re:oo:~~red-

DJSRt:PJ' """w:""" <1rn1 мd о.Іі<«< 
Ш-і. k'tt~ ~ ~t:a:~~ ю ~:~р~~ м 
~у·.§. ~ц.. ~. ~ь~ (!{ 

~ hJ$ fun::-tJfO('otl~ ~]у, 

~~~~.t.~АІІу V м ~rn,1 &um :m~ :IO::.if«.'\ 

of-&ny_d_"_ ... ш! 
Шяn. ~~.; ~ \\ith «Ьи' ~ Ш't('~, 

~uТRAl1ZF.: R- -.,11"'~ 

~.tr.мtria.t ак~ «int.af«it~;g ~*Ь -1\ 

~--""""· 

<X.:Ct.:'PY Mow- іt.ю м ;ttft"<t. ~о ~ t:Ьt. 

fOS".t:~ tQ too.tJcl !ЬС" ('clirt: lltea... -вот. 
.,.._,,.,ш!~<>І'ІІ><шо 

«~ ~~ а:!-~ ljj)pCJ.,.:~;t\ 

Гіguге Н-4. Гасtіса І М issioп Tasks. 
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Annex Н Tactical Symbols 

Graphic Control Measures and Fire Support Graphics 

"Liпes PLRED HPLRED 
.r Areas 

"Points 

./ Airspace 
Coпtrol 

51Ш 
І 

1!1) 
хх 

(U!'.) 

І 
(US) 

В<>'-Юdі.и) Uelv.~tl! t•·;o 
th-.~iun~ * 

АСР \ a.ED 9Q /".- t..; '\. 

__ ..,/ 
'----

1:10 

І 
1JI ·ІЮ ххх 

І 
CNp!> 

Bouш.ldry Ь.:l)'>:: .. ІІ 
di1 ·~к·г. a~1J ~-.)fJ-'~ 

l.rDeceptioп 

.rotreпsive, апd 

Special Маненvеr 

v'Fire Sпpport 

"Mobility, 
Couпtennobility, 

апd Snrvivability 

І 
J!l~ID х Jі..:І.Ш 

І 
fi....'ІIC.d.ll) i.>ct'IH:C:"I t<' ...J f>Іit;:кl~ ~>І· 

dі!Гn~ш di;·t>i<>:'l~ 

І 
І хх ·Ш> 

І 
В .. дu\d~п)' Lrt·Nee:~ 

I.>І'igillk <mJ <.ti'i~K'ІJ 

Ex<:~mple ot'Cal>e\il)g fщ а 11ori.zoпtв! (c:a~t і \vesl) Roнш.k1t·y: 
1\D 

БOJ.r..::imy ІхІ'<І"~СfІ 

&.;~і<>ІІ ~Фі\ СО11)~ 
---xxx---

\.'Cot1)s 

r~~-т-1---т-J 

Lіаем Target. 

Stries ofT3rgm 
u.~~tg R.tguL~ 
Tergrn. 

І 
T.-\IU'i1=T OtSJG.~ .. ~ !02 

І І 
AJ'б~.U 

І 

1-!-5. Grapl1 ic Coпtrol Measшes and І·' і1·е Suppoгt Grapl1ics. 
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