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whats Trump Indicted in Files Case

News

Business &3 Finance

he eurozone has

slipped into recession as
Germany, its largest econ-
omy, wobbled, suggesting
the impact of Russia’s war
in Ukraine might have been
deeper than expected. Al

# Insurers are pulling back
on homeowners’ policies in
vulnerable areas nationally
out of fear of floods, storms
and fires made worse by
climate change and soar-
ing costs of rebuilding. Bl

@ The S&P 500 entered a
bull market with a 0.6%
gain in Thursday’s session,
while the Nasdaq and Dow
industrials advanced 1%
and 0.5%, respectively. Bl

4 Meta Platforms unveiled
to employees a standalone
app it plans to launch via
Instagram to compete with
Twitter, according to people
familiar with the matter. Bl

4 Carvana shares surged
56% after the online used-car
retailer said it expects im-
proving profit metrics in the
second quarter as cost-cut-
ting measures take hold. Bl

4 GM said its future electric
vehicles will use the same
charging hardware as Tesla,
further endorsing Tesla’s
charging-port technology
as the industry standard. B4

@ Google said a long-de-
layed product that pays
news publishers to feature
their content would launch
in the U.S. this summer. B2
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4 Trump was indicted by a
federal grand jury in the in-
vestigation into his han-
dling of classified docu-
ments at his Mar-a-Lago
resort in Florida, marking
the first time in history that
the federal government has
brought charges against a
former president. Al, A4

4 China and Cuba have
reached a secret agree-
ment for China to establish
an electronic eavesdrop-
ping facility on the island,
in a brash new geopolitical
challenge by Beijing to
the U.S., U.S. officials fa-
miliar with highly classi-
fied intelligence said. A1, A6

4 The Supreme Court or-
dered Alabama to create a
second Black-majority con-
gressional district, giving
new life to the Voting Rights
Act after recent decisions
pared back protections for
minority voters who histori-
cally sided with Democrats. Al

4 The unhealthy air-qual-

ity levels that have engulfed
Northeast states became more
concentrated in the mid-At-
lantic region, as smoky con-
ditions stemming from wild-
fires in Canada persisted. A3
4 White House Covid-19 czar

Ashish Jha will be leaving
his post next week. A2

# Died: Pat Robertson, 93,
televangelist and one-time
presidential candidate. A2
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First former president

to face federal charges;
counts in Miami include
violating Espionage Act

Donald Trump was indicted
Thursday by a federal grand
jury in the investigation into
his handling of classified doc-
uments at his Mar-a-Lago re-
sort in Florida, marking the
first time in history that the
federal government has
brought charges against a for-

mer president.

Trump was charged with
seven counts, a person famil-
iar with the matter said, in-
cluding violations of the Espi-
onage Act, which bars the
misuse of classified informa-
tion, as well as obstruction
and false statements. A lawyer
for Trump, James Trusty, con-
firmed those counts on CNN.

In a post on Truth Social,
Trump said his lawyers had
been informed of his indict-
ment in connection with what
he called the “Boxes Hoax.”

Declaring his innocence,
Trump wrote that he had been
summoned to appear Tuesday
at the federal courthouse in
Miami.

By Sadie Gurman, Aruna
Viswanatha, C. Ryan
Barber and Alex Leary

“I never thought it possible
that such a thing could happen
to a former President of the
United States,” Trump wrote
on social media, adding, “I AM
AN INNOCENT MAN!”

For months, prosecutors
have been building a case al-
leging that Trump deliberately
withheld sensitive documents
related to U.S. intelligence and
defense plans, even after pros-
ecutors demanded the return
of all such documents last
year. The indictment was filed
under seal, and hasn’t yet
been made public.

The indictment is an ex-
traordinary moment in which
Trump, a candidate for presi-
dent, has been criminally
charged under an administra-

tion led by a rival in the com-
ing election, President Biden.
The White House had no com-

ment.
Earlier in the day, Biden,
Please turntopage A4

Election

Wild Card

New case adds uncertainty
to 2024 race and tests
Republican support

As Counteroffensive Gains Steam, Zelensky Surveys Flooding

MY_KOLA MCHENKO/EPA/SHUTTERSTOCK

ON THE LINE Ukralnlan Pre5|dent Volodymyr Zelensky V|5|ted Kherson, whlch was hit by flooding from a destroyed dam earlier
this week. In the southeast, Kyiv launched the initial stages of a counteroffensive aimed at ousting Russian forces in the war. A7

Russia Forcibly Removes Ukrainian Children

Thousands of orphans and young people taken to foster homes and institutions

By IsABEL COLES AND IEVGENIIA SIVORKA

KHERSON, Ukraine—The cots at the
orphanage here are empty. The toys are
gathering dust. The children’s potties are
stashed in cubby holes and labeled with
their names: Maryna, Maksym, Danylo.

The Russians took the children, all 46
of them under 5 years of age, when they
withdrew from this southern city last
year, leaving the Kherson Regional Chil-
dren’s Home empty and its playground

gradually being overrun by weeds.

“It felt as though I was losing my own
children,” said junior nurse Olena Bychk-
ova, who had worked at the orphanage
for 15 years and was on a shift when they
were taken on Oct. 21.

In a war marked by Russia’s alleged
war crimes, including extrajudicial kill-
ings and torture, the forced removal of
children goes to the heart of what ani-
mates Russia’s invasion, Ukrainian offi-
cials say: the denial of Ukrainian identity

tion.

and its existence as an independent na-

“All their actions are aimed at killing
Ukraine’s future,” said Ukraine’s commis-
sioner for children’s rights, Daria Hera-
symchuk.

Russian-installed authorities in front-
line areas where Ukraine is expected to
begin a new offensive have said they
have started organizing evacuations of ci-
vilians which Ukrainian officials are con-
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China
Plans

Spy Base
In Cuba

By WARREN P. STROBEL
AND GORDON LUBOLD

WASHINGTON—China and
Cuba have reached a secret
agreement for China to estab-
lish an electronic eavesdrop-
ping facility on the island, in a
brash new geopolitical chal-
lenge by Beijing to the U.S., U.S.
officials familiar with highly
classified intelligence said.

An eavesdropping facility in
Cuba, about 100 miles from
Florida, would allow Chinese
intelligence services to scoop
up electronic communications
throughout the southeastern
U.S., where many military
bases are located, and monitor
U.S. ship traffic.

Officials familiar with the
matter said China has agreed
to pay cash-strapped Cuba
several billion dollars to allow
it to build the station and that
the two countries had reached
an agreement in principle.

The revelation has sparked
alarm within the Biden admin-
istration. Washington regards
Beijing as its most significant
economic and military rival. A
Chinese base with advanced
military and intelligence capa-
bilities in the U.S.’s backyard
could be an unprecedented
new threat.

On Wednesday evening,
John Kirby, spokesman for the
National Security Council, said
he couldn’t comment on the
details of the Journal’s report-
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Swifties
Stick It
To Scalpers

Trio publicizes
face-value tickets

for pop star’s tour

By LANE FLORSHEIM

Taylor Swift’s Eras Tour has
created a torrid resale market,
with nosebleed seats listed on
StubHub for more than $1,000.
While scalpers try to turn a
profit on the musical event of
the summer, three Swifties are
working to get tickets to fans at
face value.

Through their Twitter ac-
count @ErasTourResell, Court-
ney Johnston, 25, Channette Ga-
ray, 24, and Angel Richards, 27,
say they have connected more
than 3,000 people with tickets
to Swift’s shows. Their Robin
Hood-like efforts come amid at-
tempts to curb what some law-
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Alabama Map Opposed
By Black Voters Blocked

By JEss BRAVIN AND JAN WOLFE

WASHINGTON—The  Su-
preme Court ordered Alabama
to create a second Black-ma-
jority congressional district,
giving new life to the Voting
Rights Act after recent deci-
sions pared back protections
for minority voters who histor-
ically sided with Democrats.

The 5-4 opinion by Chief
Justice John Roberts vigor-
ously reaffirmed decades of
precedent permitting courts to
examine how redistricting de-
cisions affect minority vot-
ers—and to block maps that

Please turntopage A4

@ High court sides with Jack
Daniel’s over dog toy........ A4

Inflation’s Grip Pushes
Eurozone Into Recession

By PauL. HANNON
AND BERTRAND BENOIT

The eurozone has slipped
into recession as Germany, its
largest economy, wobbled, sug-
gesting the impact of Russia’s
war in Ukraine might have
been deeper than expected.

While the U.S. economy has

brushed aside higher borrowing
rates and continues to grow
amid robust consumption, em-
ployment and an extended mar-
ket rally, Europe is lagging ever-
further behind. While the U.S.
economy is now 54% larger
than it was before the Covid-19
pandemic struck, the eurozone
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Homicides Are Down in Major U.S. Cities

Pandemic factors that
drove up killings fade
and violence prevention
programs come back

By ZusHA ELINSON

Homicides in some of Amer-
ica’s largest cities are falling
after soaring during the first
two years of the pandemic.

So far this year, killings are
down 12% overall in nine of
the 10 most populous cities
compared with the same time
frame last year, according to
local government data.

Homicides are down in six
of those cities, including 27%
in Los Angeles, 22% in Hous-
ton, and 16% in Philadelphia.
In Texas, the cities of Dallas,
San Antonio and Austin re-
ported slight upticks. San Di-
ego didn’t provide data.

The 2023 data available
from the cities had different
end dates, ranging from April
to this week.

Local officials and criminol-

ogists say conditions that
drove the violence up in 2020
and 2021, such as a rise in do-
mestic disputes and a pause in
gang-violence prevention pro-
grams during the pandemic, as
well as a pullback in police en-
forcement after racial-justice
protests over the murder of
George Floyd, are receding.

Last year, the number of
killings dropped 5% in 70 of
the largest U.S. cities from
2021, according to the Major
Cities Chiefs Association,
which represents police chiefs
from large cities.

“Obviously, things got so
bad, we’re slowly chipping
away at it,” said Danielle Out-
law, Philadelphia’s police com-
missioner. Philadelphia re-
ported a record 562 homicides
in 2021. Outlaw said the clos-
ing of courts and schools dur-
ing the early days of the
Covid-19 pandemic and the
wave of protests calling to de-
fund police departments af-
fected policing.

“The narrative was defund
and abolish,” she said. “That

narrative undermined our
credibility and authority.”

This year, drug-related kill-
ings are down 56% and domes-
tic homicides are down 22% in
Philadelphia. Outlaw credited a
new team of detectives that in-
vestigates all shootings, as
well as the return of commu-
nity anti-violence groups and
regular schooling. She said po-
lice morale is up with more
public support.

The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation isn’t expected to
release national crime figures
for 2022 until later this year.
Murders rose 4% in 2021 after
spiking by nearly 30% in 2020,
according to the agency.

Some criminologists argue
that the reduction in violence
is tied most closely to the re-
ceding effects of the pandemic.
John Roman, a senior fellow in
the Economics, Justice and So-
ciety Group at NORC at the
University of Chicago, said
Americans were disconnected
from schools, churches, men-
tors and counseling, which re-
sulted in more deadly con-

Change in homicides in the
largest cities, 2023 from 2022*

New York City -14%
Los Angeles (-27

Chicago
Houston
Phoenix

Philadelphia

San Antonio 9%

Dallas 13

Austin q

“Data are the most recent available for each
city (between April 30 and June 7) and compare
2023 to the same time period in 2022.

Source: the cities

flicts. He said any impacts on
policing from the protests
weren’t widespread.

“The pandemic was every-
where all the time all at once
and the protest was a moment
in time and in a limited num-
ber of places,” Roman said.

As homicides have fallen,
other crimes have increased in
many cities over the past two

years such as robberies and
retail thefts. Criminologists
have attributed this to the re-
opening of stores and to more
foot traffic in cities after pan-
demic shutdowns ended.

In Houston, Mayor Sylves-
ter Turner looks at the city’s
homicide numbers every
morning. When he began this
practice in the early days of
the pandemic, he noticed a
rise in homicides related to
domestic violence. “People
were in isolation, people were
working from home, being at
home in close proximity with
each other pent up,” Turner
said.

This year, domestic homi-
cides have dropped along with
every other category, he said.

Deputy Chief Kris Pitcher,
who oversees the Los Angeles
Police Department’s detec-
tives, attributed the decline in
murders in his city in part to
officers’ efforts to target ille-
gal guns. During the pandemic,
there was a rise in stolen and
trafficked firearms.

Teams of officers that in

the past focused on narcotics
were ordered to expand their
investigations to include illegal
gun sales, he said.

Pitcher also pointed to the
return of intervention workers
whose job is to tamp down
gang feuds that can spiral into
retaliatory shootings.

Los Angeles, the birthplace
of gangs such as the Bloods
and Crips, has used a combina-
tion of intervention programs
and a surgical approach to vio-
lent crime by police to turn
the city from one of the most
dangerous in the 1990s to one
of the safest in the 2010s.

The pandemic halted many
of those efforts. Gatherings
where interventionists tried to
head off revenge shootings,
like funerals or city-sponsored
events in the parks, vanished.
Gang shootings rose.

For the past two vyears,
those shootings have trended
downward in Los Angeles,
Pitcher said. “Everyone is up
and running again,” he said.
“The interventionists are on
call 24-7”

Preacher

BY GARETH VIPERS

Pat Robertson, the influen-
tial broadcaster, televangelist
and one-time presidential can-

didate, has
OBITUARY died, the
PAT Christian
ROBERTSON Broadcasting
1930-2023 Network said.
He was 93.

He died at his home in Vir-
ginia Beach, Va., early Thurs-
day, the network said. No
cause was given.

The Virginia-born preacher
founded the Christian Broad-
casting Network in 1961, build-
ing it into a media empire dur-
ing his decadeslong reign.
Since the network’s first
broadcast, CBN expanded to
more than 170 countries and
territories, and has broadcast
in dozens of languages, ac-
cording to the network.

As host of CBN’s “The 700
Club” from 1966 to 2021, he
interviewed world leaders and
U.S. presidents, including Don-
ald Trump, Jimmy Carter and
Ronald Reagan, and covered

Built Media Empire, Ran for President

Pat Robertson in 1987, ahead of his

significant events. The success
and reach of the show helped
make Robertson, the Yale Law-
trained son of a U.S. senator, a
leading figure in conservative
politics as evangelical Chris-
tians became more politically
engaged.

His prominence and loyal
following would later give him

)
o |

’ .
bid for the 1988 GOP nomination.
the momentum to run for the
Republican presidential nomi-
nation in 1988. Robertson lost
to George H.W. Bush, but the
grass-roots political move-
ment his campaign helped cre-
ate would become a powerful
force in conservative politics
in the early 1990s as the
Christian Coalition.

EVE HELBER/ASSOCIATED PRESS '
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Leah Payne, associate pro-
fessor of American religious
history at Portland Seminary
in Oregon, said it is hard to
measure the influence Robert-
son had on a generation of
American conservatives.

“He really understood how
to take advantage of the me-
dium of television,” she said.

“Robertson did a lot to cre-
ate what we now know as
American conservatism and to
mobilize the evangelical vote,”
Payne said. “He was so impor-
tant in curating conservative
white evangelicals as a voting
bloc for the Republican Party.”

Ralph Reed, the first execu-
director of the Christian
Coalition, called Robertson “a
giant of the faith” in a Twitter
post Thursday. He listed some
of the broadcaster’s accom-
plishments: “historic Pres can-
didate, pioneer of the cable in-
dustry, humanitarian, founder
of Regent University.”

Even after Robertson re-
signed as president of the
Christian Coalition in the early
2000s, he remained politically

influential. His endorsement in
2007 of Rudy Giuliani, who was
divorced and supported abor-
tion rights, for the Republican
presidential nomination rocked
the campaign and was in some
regard a harbinger of a broader
shift within Christian evangeli-
cal politics. “To me, the over-
riding issue before the Ameri-
can people is the defense of
our population from the blood-
lust of Islamic terrorists,” Rob-
ertson said at the time.

His comments on world
events and social issues often
made Robertson a controver-
sial figure. In 2010, a senior
White House adviser called the
broadcaster out after he said
Haiti was cursed shortly after
the island nation was hit by a
magnitude 7 earthquake. A
spokesman for Robertson said
at the time that he never said
the temblor was God’s wrath.

“He brought this charismatic
or Pentecostal reading of the
world into the mainstream and
was well-known for making in-
cendiary comments on world
events,” Payne said.

U.S. WATCH

LOUISIANA

Bill Gives Parents
Social-Media Control

Louisiana lawmakers passed a
bill this week that would require
minors in the state to get parental
permission to sign up for online
accounts, including social-media
platforms and multiplayer games.

Parents or guardians would
also be allowed to cancel subscrip-
tions or contracts for existing ac-
counts used by their children to
access platforms such as Insta-
gram, TikTok, YouTube and more.

The measure needs to be
signed by Gov. John Bel Edwards to
become law. Edwards, a Democrat,
didn’t respond to a request for
comment. The measure’s sponsor,
Republican state legislator Laurie
Schlegel, said it closely mirrors an
existing law that prohibits minors
from entering into contracts with
bricks-and-mortar businesses.

In March, Utah passed a law
requiring social-media companies
to verify that new users hoping to
open an account are at least 18
years old, otherwise they must
have parental consent. The law,
which will take effect March 1,
2024, will also give parents full ac-
cess to the minor’s account.

Many social-media companies
say they already have policies pro-
hibiting children under 13 from us-
ing their platforms. Most compa-
nies also have stronger ad-
tracking protections for users
under 18 and content restrictions.

—Ginger Adams Otis
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Joran van der Sloot was taken to the airport in Lima, Peru, on Thursday to be extradited to the U.S. to face charges of extortion and
wire fraud against the family of Natalee Holloway, in a case linked to his alleged involvement in her 2005 disappearance in Aruba.

ALABAMA

Suspect in Holloway
Case Brought to U.S.

Joran van der Sloot, the chief
suspect in the 2005 disappear-
ance of Natalee Holloway, ar-
rived in the US. from Peru on
Thursday to face charges that
he attempted to extort money
from the missing woman'’s

mother.

An FBl-operated plane carry-
ing van der Sloot landed at Bir-
mingham’s Shuttlesworth Air-
port about 2:30 p.m.—just hours
after Peruvian authorities
handed him over temporarily to
U.S. custody—and the suspect
was escorted down the steps
into a black SUV, which brought
him to a local jail. Van der Sloot
will appear in federal court later

to face the charges.

The suspect has been serving
a 28-year sentence in Peru after
confessing to killing a Peruvian
woman. He is wanted in the US.
on one count each of extortion
and wire fraud—the only charges
to have ever linked the Dutch
citizen to Holloway’s disappear-
ance on the Caribbean island of
Aruba.

—Associated Press
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CORRECTIONS &5 AMPLIFICATIONS

The reservoir at the Kak-
hovka dam near the Ukrainian
town of Nova Kakhovka con-
tained about 18 billion cubic
meters of water. A Page One
article on Wednesday about
the dam’s destruction incor-
rectly gave the figure as about
18 million cubic meters.

In some editions Wednes-
day, a Business & Finance arti-

cle about the stock market
misspelled the last name of Al-
taf Kassam of State Street
Global Advisors as Ksam.

The price of Volvo’s EX30
all-electric SUV will start at
around $35,000 in the U.S. A
photo caption with a Technol-
ogy article on Thursday about
Volvo incorrectly said
$80,000.

Readers can alert The Wall Street Journal to any errors in news articles by
emailing wsjcontact@wsj.com or by calling 888-410-2667.

BALTIMORE

Police Commissioner
Leaves After 4 Years

Baltimore Police Commissioner
Michael S. Harrison is stepping
down after four years in the role,
a tenure that focused on leading
the city’s police department
through a series of reform efforts.

Baltimore Mayor Brandon
Scott said the decision came after
numerous conversations with Har-
rison over the past few weeks.

Both provided vague answers
when asked about the timing, fo-
cusing instead on the progress
the department has demon-
strated since Harrison took office
in March 2019 and pledged to
change the culture of policing in
Baltimore. “In those conversa-
tions, it became convincing to me
that this was the most oppor-
tune time for me to pass the
torch,” Harrison said.

Scott said he has chosen Dep-
uty Commissioner Richard Wor-
ley to succeed Harrison as acting
commissioner.

—Associated Press

White
House

Covid Czar

To Leave

BY STEPHANIE ARMOUR

WASHINGTON—Ashish Jha,
the White House Covid-19
czar, will be leaving his post
next week in the latest sign
the Biden administration is
confident the country is on
stronger footing in its fight
against the virus.

Jha plans to leave June 15
and return July 1 to his previous
position as dean of Brown Uni-
versity’s School of Public Health.
He will be the last of the admin-
istration’s rotating Covid-19
czars. Instead, the director of
the White House’s nascent Of-
fice of Pandemic Preparedness
and Response Policy, who hasn’t
been named, will advise the
president and coordinate fed-
eral responses to various bio-
logical and pandemic threats.

Jha took over the position 14
months ago to tackle the pan-
demic’s post-emergency phase,
as the administration transi-
tioned from reacting to the vi-
rus to charting a public-health
approach aimed at managing
Covid-19. As the White House’s
response coordinator, Jha said
the country was better prepared
now for whatever the virus
brings—including an expected
uptick in cases this winter.

“We’ve now had a sustained
period of time with low deaths
and hospitalizations. Excess
mortality has been down to
zero in the past couple of
months. As for the impact of
Covid on our lives now, we
have made a lot of progress,”
“First and foremost, the ad-
ministration—and it really was
a team effort—got the country
to a much better place on
Covid,” he said in an interview.

Trottenberg Is
Named FAA’s

Interim Chief

By ANDREW TANGEL

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration’s next temporary
leader is Polly Trottenberg,
who has been serving as the
Biden administration’s deputy
transportation chief.

Trottenberg’s appointment
as acting administrator, a
move The Wall Street Journal
reported on earlier this week,
comes as the FAA faces con-
tinued uncertainty over its
leadership. The agency also is
dealing with challenges re-
lated to passenger safety, air-
line operations, new aircraft
approvals and its own technol-
ogy and workforce.

The FAA has been without a
Senate-confirmed, permanent
leader since Steve Dickson, a
Trump appointee, stepped
down as administrator in
2022.

The FAA’s acting adminis-
trator, Billy Nolen, who was
originally appointed as safety
chief and has led the agency
since Dickson’s departure, an-
nounced in April he would
leave the FAA.
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Lab-Run
Tests Face

New FDA
Regulation

By Liz EsSLEY WHYTE

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration is moving to regulate
more closely a widely used
class of tests that labs run to
detect cancer, measure choles-
terol and look for other health
issues, people familiar with the
agency’s deliberations said.

The agency is drafting a
proposal to help ensure the
tests work as intended and are
accurate, according to the peo-
ple. The people wouldn’t pro-
vide the timing for releasing
the proposal.

The activity comes after a
bill in Congress to more
tightly regulate the tests
stalled. An agency proposal,
however, is likely to face heavy
opposition from the $10 bil-
lion-a-year industry that de-
velops and runs the tests and
has thwarted earlier regula-
tory pushes.

“If the regulations become
too burdensome, this could
limit a lab’s ability to provide
those tests,” said Shannon
Haymond, president of the
American Association for Clin-
ical Chemistry, which repre-
sents 8,000 lab professionals.

At issue are tests on blood,
urine and other specimens
that labs at academic medical
centers and public companies
develop and run on their own,
rather than selling for others
to use. Many Americans de-
pend on the tests to learn if
they have the flu or low levels
of testosterone, or if a baby
might be born with a develop-
mental disorder, for example.

Mayo Clinic, Labcorp and
Quest Diagnostics are among
those offering the lab-devel-
oped tests.

During the pandemic, many
people in the U.S. found out
whether they had Covid-19
from lab-developed PCR tests
regulated by the FDA.

Yet the agency hasn’t usu-
ally regulated the tests, unlike
traditional lab tests, FDA-
cleared machines or kits that
companies sell nationwide,
prompting concerns that peo-
ple could be making important
health decisions based on
questionable test results.

The nonprofit Friends of
Cancer Research has sponsored
studies finding that results from
different lab-developed cancer-
related tests vary widely.

Some say the FDA doesn’t
have the legal authority to reg-
ulate lab-developed tests on its
own, without legislation.

Quest referred questions to
the American Clinical Labora-
tory Association. A represen-
tative said it is neutral on the
legislation, but would prefer
legislation to FDA issuing its
own regulations. Labcorp
didn’t provide comment.

The Lincoln Memorial building was shrouded in haze in this view from the National Mall in Washington.

Mid-Atlantic Feels Brunt
Of Bad Air as Fires Rage

The unhealthy air quality
levels that have engulfed
Northeast states became more
concentrated in the mid-Atlan-

By Alyssa Lukpat,
Erin Ailworth
and Gareth Vipers

tic region, as the smoke from
Canada’s wildfires forced mil-
lions to adjust to daily life with
thick hazy skies.

The smoky conditions,
which turned the skies orange
in New York and surrounding
areas this week, were worse
Thursday in places such as
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Wash-
ington, D.C.,, and Richmond,
Va., according to AirNow, a
government tracking site.

Air quality was unhealthy in
much of the Northeast for a
third straight day as the smoke
lingered above, said Cody Led-
better, a meteorologist at the
National Weather Service in
Baltimore and Washington.

The conditions have halted
operations across the North-
east, with some flights being
delayed and with school offi-
cials altering schedules to keep
children inside in places such
as Baltimore and Philadelphia.

400 @

New York City canceled in-
class instruction for Friday,
leaning instead on remote
learning.

Western winds this week-
end are expected to move
some smoke out of the big
metropolitan areas in the
Northeast, Ledbetter said.

“I'm not saying this is com-
pletely it,” he said, “but we
could get some relief next
week because of a wind shift.”

As long as there are fires
burning in Canada, the U.S.
will be vulnerable to the smoke
when winds carry it south,
Ledbetter said.

Officials from multiple
states extended health adviso-
ries until at least midnight
Thursday, encouraging resi-
dents from Massachusetts to
North Carolina to limit outdoor
activities and mask up.

The smoke was forecast to
move toward the southern half
of the U.S. Friday, according to
AirNow. The air quality was
expected to be unhealthy for
sensitive populations in the
Carolinas and in parts of Geor-
gia, Texas and Oklahoma. Most
of the Northeast was forecast
to have moderate air-quality
levels.

Air-quality index
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At least 48 million people
live in areas that had air qual-
ity rated unhealthy or worse
Thursday, according to AirNow.
Earlier Thursday, the air-qual-
ity rating in some parts of the
Northeast tipped above 300, a
level considered “hazardous”
that calls for all people to stay
inside and reduce physical ac-
tivity. Hazardous conditions
largely dissipated throughout
the day.

The air-quality index level in
Washington at one point
Thursday was 236, which is
very unhealthy, according to
AirNow. Philadelphia and Balti-
more’s midday readings were
considered unhealthy.

The Philadelphia Zoo and
the National Zoo in Washington
were closed Thursday because
of the air quality. New York
City’s zoos, including in the
Bronx and Central Park, re-
mained closed for a second day
straight.

Major League Baseball on
Thursday postponed a home
game for the Washington Na-
tionals that had been scheduled
for the afternoon. The White
House said it rescheduled a
Pride event on its grounds
from Thursday to Saturday be-

Stores See Surge in
N95 Mask Demand

Wildfire smoke drifting
from New York to Alabama
has boosted demand for the
N95 masks that were widely
used during the pandemic.

Doctors and medical officials
have recommended N95 masks
as the most effective way to
filter out the smoke’s tiny, air-
borne particles. New York Gov.
Kathy Hochul has said that one
million N95-style face masks
would be made available to the
public in the state.

Armbrust American, a mask

LEAH MILLIS/REUTERS

Health Effects of Wildfire Smoke
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PM2.5 can penetrate
deeper into the lower
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Source: Environmental Protection Agency
Adrienne Tong/THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

cause of the air quality.

President Biden said more
than 600 U.S. personnel have
deployed to work with Cana-
dian firefighters since May
and that the U.S. has offered
additional help.

“New York looks like Mars,
and smells like a cigar,” said
James K.J. Lee, Taiwan’s top
representative in New York
Wednesday evening while in-
troducing a new exhibit.

On Thursday afternoon,
New York City’s air-quality
reading was 183, which is con-
sidered unhealthy but not haz-
ardous, according to AirNow.

“It would be great to see the
sun again, but the wind is going
to determine that,” New York
City Mayor Eric Adams said.

manufacturer in Elgin, Texas,
said demand for its products
surged this week. Chief Execu-
tive Lloyd Armbrust said sales
of one N95 mask model
jumped 1,600% between Tues-
day and Wednesday.

Materials company 3M said
Wednesday that it has enough
masks on hand. Distribution
company WW. Grainger said
the wildfires have prompted in-
creased inquiries about prod-
ucts such as N95 masks and
air purifiers in Canada and the
northeastern U.S. Lowe’s, the
home improvement chain, said
mask demand is strong in ar-
eas affected by the wildfires.

—John Keilman
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Particle-size classes
Wildfires produce a wide
variety of particles,
which are classified
based on their diameter
in microns.

Health impacts

Short-term exposure to PM10
particles can cause irritation of
the throat, nose and eyes.

PM2.5 particles can cause
lung-tissue inflammation
interfering with normal
respiratory function.
Short-term exposure increases
risk of asthma attacks,
bronchitis, particularly in
children, older adults and those
with pre-existing conditions.

PM2.5 exposure can also
exacerbate existing
cardiovascular conditions.

PM10 tend to get
deposited in the upper
respiratory tract.

At the corner of 48th and
Broadway in Midtown, Amir
Alhag manned a pushcart. He
said business took a hit
Wednesday because of the
smoke clogging the air, which
exacerbated his asthma.

Thursday morning’s clearer
skies had him going maskless.
“Today I'm not scared; today
is good,” he said.

Higher up on Manhattan, at
the corner of 108th Street and
Broadway, the line was out-
the-door at Absolute Bagels.

Molly Whelan, who is from
Dublin, said she arrived in the
city Wednesday during the
height of the day’s smokiness.
The 24-year-old said “it’s a bit
like being in a ‘Blade Runner’
film, or ‘Dune.”

Abdullah Aciker, who runs a
produce stand on the corner of
181st Street and Broadway,
said the pandemic didn’t keep
him home and neither will the
lingering smoke. “The commu-
nity needs its fruits,” said
Aciker, a 50-year-old father.

The smoke continued to
hamper air travel, causing the
Federal Aviation Administration
to slow traffic at airports in
New York, New Jersey and Phil-
adelphia due to low visibility.

The Belmont Stakes thor-
oughbred horse race will take
place Saturday on Long Island
if the air-quality index is be-
low 200, New York Gov. Kathy
Hochul said.

—Jimmy Vielkind
and Sarah Toy
contributed to this article.

Paxton Impeachment
Case Figure Arrested

By ELIZABETH FINDELL

AUSTIN, Texas—A real-es-
tate investor central to im-
peachment allegations against
Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton was arrested and
booked into jail on federal
charges, records show.

Nate Paul, 36, was being
held Thursday in a Travis
County jail for the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, facing
unspecified federal felony

The Texas attorney
general is accused of
abusing his office to
benefit Nate Paul.

charges, according to county
records. An area FBI spokes-
woman said the bureau could
provide no more information.

Top deputies in the attor-
ney general’s office went to
the FBI in 2020 with allega-
tions that Paxton was abusing
the office to benefit Paul, a
friend and donor. They said
Paxton used the office to try
to interfere with a prior FBI
investigation of Paul, going as
far as hiring an attorney under
the office’s authority to sub-
poena federal agents.

Those claims are now driv-

ing an impeachment effort
against Paxton. The GOP-ma-
jority state House voted late
last month to impeach Paxton,
a Republican, after hiring in-
vestigators who largely sub-
stantiated claims made by the
office whistleblowers. Paxton
is now suspended as attorney
general, pending a trial in the
state Senate.

Records available Thursday
didn’t indicate whether the
current charges against Paul
involve Paxton or the previous
investigation of Paul. Attor-
neys for Paxton have categori-
cally denied the allegations
against him. Paul’s attorney
couldn’t be reached for com-
ment Thursday.

Paul started his Austin real-
estate investment empire in
2007, and it became one of the
largest owners of property in
Texas’ fast-growing capital. He
has faced numerous legal chal-
lenges in recent years, includ-
ing allegations of fraud, which
he has denied. Some of his
properties have sought bank-
ruptcy protection.

The FBI raided Paul’s down-
town Austin office, home and
storage units in 2019, court re-
cords show. Paul later sued
some individual FBI agents,
claiming they improperly
seized items without legal justi-
fication. That lawsuit has been
dismissed but is on appeal, ac-
cording to court records.
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New Case

Earlier charges rallied
Trump backers but
some rivals now say he
has too much baggage

By ALEX LEARY
AND AARON ZITNER

WASHINGTON—The indict-
ment of Donald Trump over
his handling of classified docu-
ments at his Mar-a-Lago resort
throws another wild card into
an intensifying 2024 presiden-
tial race and will test whether
Republicans rally around the
former president as they did
when he was charged in a New
York hush-money case.

Trump, who saw his stand-
ing surge following the April
indictment and has withstood
numerous other controversies,
is banking on that dynamic re-
peating itself. Early signs
Thursday night suggested that
could be the case.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis,
Trump’s closest rival for the
GOP nomination, tweeted:
“The weaponization of federal
law enforcement represents a
mortal threat to a free society.
We have for years witnessed
an uneven application of the
law depending upon political
affiliation.”

Speaker Kevin McCarthy
(R., Calif.) said on Twitter that
he would “stand with President

Former President Donald Trump at an event in lowa last week. His campaign is sending fundraising emails off

Trump against this grave in-
justice. House Republicans will
hold this brazen weaponization
of power accountable.”

Trump said Thursday that
the indictment was the work
of “the corrupt Biden adminis-
tration” and that he was an in-
nocent man.

Some Republican challeng-
ers have been critical.

“That’s weight that Donald
Trump will have to carry, if
he’s the nominee, into a gen-
eral election in November, and
why do we want to take that

risk?” former New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie, who entered
the race this week, said Thurs-
day on Fox News before news
of the indictment.

“Donald Trump is the target
of an ongoing criminal investi-
gation and he should step
aside & put the good of the
country above his candidacy,”
former Arkansas Gov. Asa
Hutchinson, who is also in the
race, tweeted Wednesday.

In the earlier case, New
York prosecutors accused
Trump of orchestrating a

scheme to bolster his 2016
presidential campaign by pay-
ing hush money to suppress
potentially damaging sexual
allegations. Trump denied
wrongdoing and claimed the
prosecution was a witch hunt;
even some Democrats ques-
tioned whether the charges
should have been brought.
At the time Trump saw a
flood of donations—more than
$15 million in two weeks, ac-
cording to his campaign—and
his polling advantage over the
rest of the 2024 GOP field so-

the documents case.

lidified. Trump’s campaign on
Thursday immediately began
sending fundraising emails off
the documents case.

In anticipation of the new
charges, the former president
accelerated attacks on special
counsel Jack Smith, including
in a new television ad released
this week that links him with
Robert Mueller, who probed
Russian interference in the
2016 election, and Manhattan
District Attorney Alvin Bragg,
who brought the hush-money
charges.

SCoTT OLSON/GETTV.IMAGES

ds Uncertainty to 2024 Race

“Like a pack of rabid
wolves, they attack,” the ad
says. Trump has said he did
nothing wrong with the docu-
ments and asserted he declas-
sified the material.

The Justice Department is
also investigating classified
documents found at President
Biden’s Delaware home and
former private office. Some
fellow Republicans have al-
ready suggested a double stan-
dard in how the two presi-
dents are being treated.

“This is an affront to every
citizen: we cannot devolve
into a banana republic where
the party in power uses police
force to arrest its political op-
ponents,” said entrepreneur
Vivek Ramaswamy, another
2024 GOP presidential con-
tender.

The White House declined
to comment Thursday on the
indictment of Trump, referring
questions to the Justice De-
partment. Biden earlier in the
day said to reporters that he
had never told the Justice De-
partment whether it should or
shouldn’t charge someone.

Rep. Adam Schiff (D., Calif.),
a longtime Trump antagonist,
called the indictment an “affir-
mation of the rule of law. For
four years, he acted like he
was above the law. But he
should be treated like any
other lawbreaker. And today,
he has been.”

Trump
Indicted in
Files Case

Continued from Page One
asked about the independence
of the Justice Department,
said: “I have never once, not a
single time, suggested to the
Justice Department what they
should do or not do relative to
bringing a charge or not
bringing a charge. I'm honest.”

A spokesman for special
counsel Jack Smith, who is
leading the Justice Depart-
ment’s investigation of the
handling of classified docu-
ments at Mar-a-Lago, declined
to comment.

While a grand jury in

Washington heard testimony
for months about the handling
of the documents, witnesses
began appearing before a sep-
arate panel in Miami in recent
weeks as federal prosecutors
discussed whether to bring a
case in Florida or Washington.
Prosecutors brought charges
in Miami because the focus of
their probe was on Trump’s
actions at Mar-a-Lago in Palm
Beach, located in that juris-
diction.

Reporters on Thursday
waited outside the room at the
federal courthouse in Miami
where the grand jury voted to
indict but little action was vis-
ible from their vantage. The
panel went in person to a
magistrate judge around 3:45
p.m. to deliver their decision,
a person familiar with the
matter said. Minutes later, re-
porters were informed that
the grand jury was gone.

The federal charges deepen
the legal peril for Trump, 76
years old, just as the 2024
presidential race heats up
with him as the front-runner
for the Republican nomina-
tion. Trump already faces
criminal charges in New York
stemming from the Manhattan
district attorney’s investiga-
tion of a hush-money payment
that was made on the eve of
the 2016 election to a porn
star who alleged she had an
affair with him.

A local prosecutor in Geor-
gia, meanwhile, said she plans
to present criminal charges in
August related to efforts by
Trump and his allies to over-
turn the results of the 2020
election there. Trump has also
denied wrongdoing in the New
York and Georgia matters.

The Trump campaign im-
mediately on Thursday began
fundraising on the indictment.

In an email to supporters
Trump said, “Please make a
contribution to peacefully
stand with me today and
prove that YOU will NEVER
surrender our country to the
radical Left—for 1,500% im-
pact.”

The federal indictment is
the first to emanate from a
probe by Smith, a former war-
crimes and public-corruption
prosecutor. Attorney General
Merrick Garland appointed
Smith to take over two inqui-
ries related to Trump after
Trump announced in Novem-
ber another bid for the White
House. Biden, a Democrat, is
running for re-election.

As a special counsel, Smith
has broad discretion to run
the investigation and file
charges but he ultimately re-
ports to Garland, who under
Justice Department guidelines
can overrule Smith if he dis-

agrees with seeking an indict-
ment.

In addition to the docu-
ments inquiry, Smith’s team is
pursuing a separate investiga-
tion into efforts by Trump and
his allies to overturn his 2020
election loss, and how those
efforts related to the Jan. 6,
2021, attack on the U.S. Capi-
tol. Smith’s team has issued
subpoenas and obtained grand
jury testimony in recent weeks
indicating that the inquiry is
focused on Trump’s fundrais-
ing after the 2020 election, ac-
cording to people familiar
with the investigation.

While the Jan. 6 investiga-
tion has been under way for
more than two years, the doc-
uments probe dates to early
2022, when the National Ar-
chives retrieved 15 boxes of
documents and other items
from Mar-a-Lago that should
have been transferred from the

White House to the archives,
and found they contained
more than 100 classified re-
cords. The Justice Department
sought to recover all addi-
tional classified documents
that might still be at the Flor-
ida property through a sub-
poena. After a Trump repre-
sentative said the former
president had turned over the
remaining documents, the FBI
obtained evidence that addi-
tional papers were on the
premises, and agents last Au-
gust executed a search warrant
and recovered hundreds more.
Over the ensuing months
Smith’s team interviewed
nearly every employee at
Trump’s Florida home as part
of the documents probe, from
top political aides to maids
and maintenance staff, the
Journal reported.
—Deborah Acosta
contributed to this article.

Jack Daniel’s Wins High Court Dogfight

By JESs BRAVIN

WASHINGTON—The  Su-
preme Court said Thursday
that the distiller of Jack Dan-
iel’s whiskey could pursue a
trademark claim against the
maker of Bad Spaniels, a dog
toy designed to resemble one
of the liquor industry’s most
recognizable packages.

A lower court had thrown
out the suit, reasoning that
Phoenix-based VIP Products’
squeaky toy, labeled “Bad
Spaniels: The Old No. 2 on
Your Tennessee Carpet,” was
protected by the First Amend-
ment as a parody of Jack Dan-
iel’s Old No. 7 Brand Tennes-
see Sour Mash Whiskey, a
signature brand owned by
Brown-Forman.

“The jokes did not impress
petitioner Jack Daniel’s,” Jus-
tice Elena Kagan noted dryly
for a unanimous court. The
whiskey argued that Bad Span-
iels violated several aspects of

JESSICA GRESKO/ASSOCIATED PRESS

A bttle of Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 Brand Tennessee Sour Msh

Whiskey, left, is displayed next to a Bad Spaniels dog toy.
Justices ruled that the distiller could pursue a trademark claim.

trademark law, the Lanham
Act, by confusing consumers
about the product’s origin and
diluting the brand’s value by
associating it with dog waste.

The key question, Kagan

wrote, was the extent of a prin-
ciple established by a federal
appeals court in 1989, when it
threw out a trademark suit the
entertainer Ginger Rogers filed
against “Ginger and Fred,” a

Fellini movie about two Italian
dancers who imitated Rogers
and her famous partner, Fred
Astaire. That decision found
the filmmakers had a First
Amendment right to make the
reference, with little risk of
consumer confusion.

In rejecting Jack Daniel’s
claim, the Ninth U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals, in San Fran-
cisco, relied on the Rogers
precedent.

Kagan cited several exam-
ples where trademark claims
were rejected. Mattel, for in-
stance, lost a suit against the
song “Barbie Girl,” whose lyrics
included “I'm a blond bimbo
girl, in a fantasy world.”

When it came to Bad Span-
iels, Kagan found, the Ninth
Circuit was barking up the
wrong tree. When using a
trademark to represent a
product rather than for parody
or other forms of expression,
the Rogers precedent provided
no immunity.

Voting Map
In Alabama
Is Blocked

Continued from Page One
can frustrate those voters’ po-
litical will.

Political districts aren’t
drawn fairly “when minority
voters face—unlike their ma-
jority peers—bloc voting [by
whites] along racial lines, aris-
ing against the backdrop of
substantial racial discrimina-
tion within the State, that ren-
ders a minority vote unequal
to a vote by a nonminority
voter,” Roberts wrote, joined
by Justices Sonia Sotomayor,
Elena Kagan, Brett Kavanaugh
and Ketanji Brown Jackson.

In 2013, Roberts wrote a
watershed opinion, Shelby
County v. Holder, that all but
eliminated the Justice Depart-
ment’s power under the Voting

Rights Act to prevent election
changes harming minority vot-
ers in states and regions that
historically discriminated. But
he stressed then that the 1965
law’s Section 2, which governs
after-the-fact challenges to
discriminatory laws, would re-
main valid and offer minority
voters substantive protection.

In Thursday’s decision,
Roberts put teeth in that
promise, reaffirming the pro-
vision’s force against what he
called “Alabama’s attempt to
remake our Section 2 jurispru-
dence anew.”

Justice Clarence Thomas
dissented, joined in whole or
part by Justices Samuel Alito,
Neil Gorsuch and Amy Coney
Barrett.

The Voting Rights Act didn’t
require—and the Constitution
doesn’t permit—compelling Al-
abama to “intentionally redraw
its longstanding congressional
districts so that black voters
can control a number of seats
roughly proportional to the
black share of the State’s popu-
lation,” Thomas wrote.

Thursday’s decision affirms
a 2022 opinion by a special
three-judge federal court in Al-
abama directing the state to
draw a second Black-majority
district encompassing the
state’s Black Belt—an impover-
ished region said to be named
for its rich agricultural soil
that is home to many descen-
dants of enslaved people.

With Black Alabamians
overwhelmingly Democratic—
in contrast to white residents
who heavily favor Republi-
cans—the decision is likely to
shift a House seat.

“Black voters in Alabama
have long been denied fair rep-
resentation—and today’s Su-
preme Court decision in favor
of voters marks a landmark
moment to move the needle in
the right direction,” said Ma-
rina Jenkins, executive direc-
tor of the National Redistrict-
ing Foundation, a voting-rights
group involved in the case. The
decision “also lays a founda-
tion for fair map decisions” in
states like Texas, Georgia, and
Louisiana, Jenkins said.

President Biden hailed the
ruling. “The right to vote and
have that vote counted is sa-
cred and fundamental—it is
the right from which all of our
other rights spring,” Mr. Biden,
a Democrat, said. “Key to that
right is ensuring that voters
pick their elected officials—not
the other way around.”

Alabama Attorney General
Steve Marshall, a Republican
who defended the electoral
map in court, said he was dis-
appointed in the ruling, add-
ing the state would seek to
prove in subsequent proceed-
ings that the Legislature-ap-
proved map meets legal stan-
dards despite containing only
one Black-majority district.

The case, argued in October,
involves a congressional map
adopted in 2021 for Alabama’s
seven House seats. The state’s
population is 27% Black, but
the state’s GOP-controlled Leg-
islature provided just one of
the seven districts with a ma-
jority Black population.

Civil-rights groups chal-
lenged the map in court.

Plan B Is Weighed
On Student Debt

By ANDREW RESTUCCIA
AND GABRIEL T. RUBIN

WASHINGTON—Biden ad-
ministration officials are qui-
etly planning for the possibil-
ity that the Supreme Court
could strike down President
Biden’s sweeping student loan
forgiveness program, accord-
ing to people familiar with the
matter.

The high court is expected
to issue a decision this month
on the plan to eliminate up to
$20,000 in federal student
debt for millions of borrowers.
During oral arguments in Feb-
ruary, the court’s conservative
majority appeared skeptical
that federal law allows the ed-
ucation secretary to wipe an
estimated $430 billion in loans
from the government’s books.

While White House officials
maintain publicly they are
confident the Supreme Court
will uphold the program, some
in the administration have ex-
pressed concerns in private
that the conservative majority
will kill it. Administration offi-
cials have been discussing pol-
icy options that could help the
tens of millions of borrowers
at risk of not getting the loan
forgiveness that Biden prom-
ised.

If the court blocks the pro-
gram, the Biden administra-
tion is unlikely to respond
with a new plan to cancel stu-
dent debt on a large scale us-
ing a different legal authority,
the people said. Though some
policy officials in the adminis-
tration have analyzed alterna-
tive legal routes to massive
debt cancellation, such a plan,
if pursued, likely wouldn’t take
shape for many months, the
people said. They added that it
remains unclear if Biden has
the appetite to take another
crack at across-the-board debt
forgiveness.

Meanwhile, administration
officials are discussing more
targeted policy options, as
well as measures aimed at

helping borrowers who will
soon be required to resume
making payments for the first
time in more than three years
after payments were sus-
pended due to the pandemic.
Their goal is to be prepared to
respond to the potential block-
ing of the program with an ex-
planation of the other ways
the administration is trying to
assist borrowers. Biden hasn’t
yet signed off on a post-Su-
preme Court-decision strategy,
the people said.

“We remain confident in

The high court could
kill Biden’s plan to

wipe an estimated
$430 billion in loans.

our legal authority. No presi-
dent has fought harder for
student debt relief than Presi-
dent Biden,” White House
spokesman Abdullah Hasan
said in a statement.

A person familiar with the
matter said the discussions
were part of the “scenario
planning” the administration
regularly conducts in advance
of Supreme Court decisions
and doesn’t reflect a judgment
on how the court will rule.

The bipartisan debt-ceiling
deal Biden signed into law ear-
lier this month mandates that
student loan payments resume
by Aug. 30. After payments re-
start, the administration is
planning to impose a three-
month transition period in
which borrowers who miss
payments won’t be referred to
delinquency, the people said.
That timeline could be ex-
tended, perhaps as long as a
year.

Politico earlier reported the
three-month transition period.

4 In Opinion: Biden writes
about the U.S. economy.... A15
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Secret Deal Echoes Cold War Tensions

By JosE DE CORDOBA

Cuba’s deal to allow China
to set up an electronic surveil-
lance facility on the island in
exchange for cash is the latest,
high-stakes twist in decades of
strained relations with the U.S.
as Havana struggles with its
worst economic crisis since the
breakup of the Soviet Union.

The agreement has echoes
of Cold War tensions that have
long marked Cuban relations
with the U.S. In 1962, Cuba al-
lowed the Soviet Union to place
nuclear missiles on the island,
just 90 miles from the Florida
coast, almost sparking a nu-
clear confrontation between
the two superpowers. For years
the Soviets operated a large
eavesdropping facility at the
Lourdes military base near Ha-
vana, which was shut down af-
ter the breakup of the USSR.

Cuba’s agreement with
China is a sign of the island’s
financial desperation, says
Evan Ellis, a Latin America an-
alyst at the U.S. Army War
College.

“This is basically Chinese
pay to play,” said Ellis. “China
gives money to Cuba it desper-
ately needs, and China gets ac-
cess to the listening facility.”

The Cuban Foreign Ministry
denied it had made any agree-
ment for a Chinese surveil-
lance facility in Cuba.

After taking power in 1959,
the government of Cuban dic-
tator Fidel Castro backed rev-
olutionary movements across
Latin America in an attempt to
spread communism. Castro
commanded a Soviet-trained
military once considered to be
among Latin America’s most
powerful. Cuban tanks fought
alongside Syria against Israel
in the Golan Heights during
the Yom Kippur War of 1973,
and in 1975 Cuba deployed
thousands of troops to Angola,
in southwest Africa, to sup-
port the communists in that
country’s civil war.

At the end of the Cold War,
as it lost Soviet subsidies and
its economy collapsed, Cuba’s
influence abroad weakened,
political analysts say. More re-
cently, the Covid pandemic has
hammered the island’s vital
tourism industry. Venezuela
has sharply reduced shipments
of subsidized fuel, crippling
transportation and power
plants in Cuba. Basic food
items and medicines are
scarce.

Havana has responded to
rising discontent with a heavy
hand. Cuba has about 1,000
political prisoners and a well-
organized secret police keeps
close tabs on the population,
rights groups say. Hundreds of
thousands of Cubans fled to
the U.S. as their hopes of a
better future on the island
evaporated.

The Trump administration
slammed the door on a rap-
prochement initiated by Presi-
dent Barack Obama, tightening
U.S. financial restrictions and
sanctions against Cuba, which
relies heavily on dollar remit-
tances from Cubans living in
the U.S. The Biden administra-
tion has loosened some of the
Trump restrictions.

China has seen little eco-

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES

Above, a U.S. administration official showed

aerial views of one of the Cuban medium-range missile bases, taken in October 1962, to

members of the United Nations Security Council. That month, President John F. Kennedy said Russia had missile sites in Cuba and
imposed an arms blockade. Below, Cuban leader Fidel Castro, left, and his brother Ratil Castro during a May Day parade in Havana in
1973. Bottom, the 20,000-ton Russian tanker Balaklava heads east from Cuba as part of Eastern Bloc trading on Sept. 15, 1962.
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nomic opportunity in Cuba,
said Carmelo Mesa-Lago, pro-
fessor emeritus at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh. Because of
the collapse of Cuba’s sugar
mills, the island has failed to
meet terms of a sugar supply
agreement signed with China.
Because of unpaid bills, China
stopped providing raw materi-
als to Cuba’s pharmaceutical
industry, said Mesa-Lago.

Cuban President Miguel
Diaz-Canel visited Beijing last
November and told Chinese
President Xi Jinping that Cuba
would honor its commitments,
Mesa-Lago said.

Diplomatic ties with Russia
have been stronger. Russia has
recently sent shipments of fuel
and wheat and forgiven debt
payments. Cuban Prime Minis-
ter Manuel Marrero Cruz met

DICK STROBEL/ASSOCIATED PRESS

in Sochi this week with his
Russian counterpart, Mikhail
Mishustin. Officials discussed
projects to revamp Cuba’s
state-run oil and steel indus-
try, the Cuban Foreign Minis-
try said.

Last month, top Russian of-
ficials and dozens of leading
Russian businessmen visited
Havana and agreed to promote
Russian investment on the is-
land under conditions much
more favorable than those
available to other investors.

Migration has been a key
element in the bilateral
agenda with the Biden admin-
istration, analysts say. For
more than a year of Biden’s
presidency, the Cuban govern-
ment refused to take back Cu-
bans deported from the U.S.
Cuba and Nicaragua agreed to
lift visa requirements between
the two countries, opening an
exit route for Cuban migrants
to fly to Central America and
make their way to the U.S.
southwest border.

CRISTOVAL PASCUAL/ASSOCI.ATED PRESS

More recently, Cuba has
started accepting back some
deportation flights, though far
fewer than the Biden adminis-
tration wants, U.S. officials
have said. The U.S. has agreed
to open a new immigration
channel for Cubans without
U.S. visas to enter legally by air.

Raul Castro, Fidel Castro’s
younger brother, who took
over as the island’s leader af-
ter the elder Castro fell sick in
2006, sponsored secret negoti-
ations with Washington that
led the two countries to re-es-
tablish full diplomatic rela-
tions in 2015 after decades of
enmity.

The following year, Obama
made a historic visit to the is-
land, and Cuba enjoyed a
short-lived Havana spring as
its elegant but now crumbling
capital became the destination
of choice for tourists and in-
vestors from around the
world.

In a few heady months, the
Rolling Stones put on a con-
cert in a country where their
music had once been banned
as decadent. Hollywood film-
makers and European fashion
designers flocked to Havana
where they found the city’s
collapsing colonial buildings a
chic backdrop for car chases
and fashion models. Thou-
sands of U.S. visitors flocked
to Cuba as did many U.S. busi-
nessmen seeking investment
opportunities.

Hard-liners in the Cuban
government feared Obama’s
overture was nothing but a
Trojan Horse. Foremost among
the critics was the retired Fi-
del Castro. Castro made his
thoughts known days after the
visit in a column titled
“Brother Obama.”

“We don’t need the empire
to give us anything,” he wrote.

—Michelle Hackman
contributed to this article.

China Plans
Spy Base
In Cuba

Continued from Page One

ing but noted the U.S. was
monitoring and taking steps to
counter the Chinese govern-
ment’s efforts to invest in in-
frastructure that might have
military purposes.

On Thursday, after publica-
tion of this article, Kirby said
“this report is not accurate”
without providing any details.
He added: “We remain confi-
dent that we are able to meet
all our security commitments
at home and in the region.”

Cuba’s Embassy in Wash-
ington said Thursday that the
article was “totally menda-
cious and unfounded informa-
tion.” The Chinese Embassy
had no comment.

U.S. officials described the
intelligence on the planned
Cuba site, apparently gathered
in recent weeks, as convincing.
They said the base would en-
able China to conduct signals
intelligence, known in the es-
pionage world as sigint, which
could include the monitoring
of communications including
emails, phone calls and satel-

lite transmissions.

Officials declined to provide
more details about the pro-
posed location of the listening
station or whether construc-
tion had begun. It couldn’t be
determined what, if anything,
the Biden administration could
do to stop completion of the
facility.

The top lawmakers on the
Senate Intelligence Committee
said a Chinese eavesdropping
facility in Cuba would pose a
“serious threat to our national
security and sovereignty” and
urged the administration to
take action.

“We are deeply disturbed
by reports that Havana and
Beijing are working together
to target the United States and
our people,” Chairman Mark
Warner (D., Va.) and Sen.
Marco Rubio (R., Fla.), the vice
chairman of the panel, said.

The U.S. has intervened be-
fore to stop foreign powers from
extending their influence in the
Western Hemisphere, most no-
tably during the 1962 Cuban
Missile Crisis. The U.S. and the
Soviet Union came to the brink
of nuclear war after the Soviets
deployed nuclear-capable mis-
siles to Cuba, prompting a U.S.
Navy quarantine of the island.

The Soviets backed down
and removed the missiles. A
few months later, the U.S. qui-
etly removed intermediate-
range ballistic missiles from

Turkey about which the Sovi-
ets had complained.

The intelligence on the new
base comes in the midst of the
Biden administration’s efforts
to improve U.S.-China rela-
tions after months of acri-
mony that followed a Chinese
spy balloon’s flight over the
U.S. this year.

President Biden in May sent
Central Intelligence Agency Di-
rector William Burns on a se-
cret trip to Beijing, and Jake

U.S. officials said
Beijing would be
able to conduct
signals intelligence.

Sullivan, the national-security
adviser, held talks with a top
Chinese official in Vienna.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken is expected to travel to
Beijing this month and possibly
meet with President Xi Jinping
of China. Biden in May said he
believed there would be a thaw
in U.S.-China relations despite
recent public tensions.

Beijing is likely to argue that
the base in Cuba is justified be-
cause of U.S. military and intel-
ligence activities close to China,
some analysts said. U.S. military
aircraft fly over the South China

Sea, engaging in electronic sur-
veillance. The U.S. sells arms to
Taiwan, deploys a small number
of troops there to train its mili-
tary, and sails Navy ships
through the Taiwan Strait.

An eavesdropping facility in
Cuba would make clear “China
is prepared to do the same in
America’s backyard,” said Craig
Singleton, a senior fellow at
the Foundation for Defense of
Democracies, a national-secu-
rity think tank in Washington.

“Establishing this facility
signals a new, escalatory
phase in China’s broader de-
fense strategy. It’s a bit of a
game changer,” Singleton said.
“The selection of Cuba is also
intentionally provocative.”

The U.S. also maintains a
military base in Cuba at Guan-
tanamo Bay, where a prison
was set up after the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks to house alleged
foreign terrorists captured
overseas. The U.S. has used
the base as a sigint station.

China’s only declared for-
eign military base is in Dji-
bouti, in the Horn of Africa. It
has embarked on a global port-
development campaign in
places including Cambodia and
the United Arab Emirates. U.S.
officials said that effort is
aimed at creating a network of
military ports and intelligence
bases to project Chinese power.

Security relations between
Washington and Beijing have

grown tense in recent weeks af-
ter close encounters between
U.S. and Chinese ships in the
Taiwan Strait and between the
two nations’ military aircraft
over the South China Sea.

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin and China’s defense
minister, Gen. Li Shangfu,
traded barbs at a conference in
Singapore last weekend, though
the two shook hands in a
widely publicized gesture. Aus-
tin complained about Beijing’s
lack of communication on mili-
tary matters and Li’s refusal to
meet with him. China has said
it won’t agree to such a meet-
ing until Washington lifts sanc-
tions it placed on Li in 2018.

The Biden administration
has attempted to pull closer to
Havana, reversing some
Trump-era policies by loosen-
ing restrictions on travel to
and from Cuba and re-estab-
lishing a family-reunification
program. The administration
has also expanded consular
services to allow more Cubans
to visit the U.S. and has re-
stored some diplomatic per-
sonnel who were removed af-
ter a series of mysterious
health incidents affecting U.S.
personnel in Havana.

Cuba has been a thorn in
the side of the U.S. since it be-
came a Communist dictator-
ship after the 1959 revolution.

—David Luhnow
contributed to this article.

Contempt
Vote on

F'BI Chief
Called Off

By C. RYAN BARBER

WASHINGTON—A top
House Republican has called
off a vote to hold FBI Director
Christopher Wray in contempt
of Congress, after the bureau
agreed to make available to all
members of the Oversight
Committee a document GOP
leaders say contains allega-
tions that President Biden en-
gaged in a bribery scheme
with a foreign national during
his vice presidency.

The decision by Rep. James
Comer, chairman of the House
Oversight Committee, to pull
back from his contempt threat
marked a rare de-escalation of
an effort by Republicans to
target the Federal Bureau of
Investigation as lawmakers
probe the financial dealings of
Biden and his family.

It came days after FBI offi-
cials briefed Comer, a Ken-
tucky Republican, and the
committee’s top Democrat,
Rep. Jamie Raskin of Mary-
land, and provided access to
the document behind closed
doors in a secure area within
the Capitol.

But the FBI declined to al-
low the lawmakers to take
copies out of the secure facil-
ity or show them an unre-
dacted version of the docu-
ment that reveals the name of
a longtime bureau informant,
arguing that such a move
would compromise the source
and have a chilling effect on
cooperation with the bureau’s
investigations.

Following that briefing,
Comer insisted Monday that

The decision marked
arare de-escalation
of a GOP effort to

target the agency.

the FBI turn over a copy of the
document into the “custody of
the House Oversight Commit-
tee” rather than only make it
available for a review. Comer
said at the time that he would
work to begin contempt pro-
ceedings against Wray.

Emerging from the same
briefing, Raskin said the docu-
ment contained allegations
that the Justice Department re-
viewed in 2020, at the direc-
tion of then-Attorney General
William Barr, before determin-
ing there were no grounds for
further investigative steps.
Barr had tasked the Trump-ap-
pointed U.S. attorney in west-
ern Pennsylvania, Scott Brady,
to review allegations involving
Ukraine, including materials
Rudy Giuliani was circulating
about the Biden family.

Comer said late Wednesday
the FBI had “caved” and agreed
to make two additional docu-
ments related to the allegations
available to the House Republi-
can and Raskin to review. FBI
spokespeople didn’t respond to
a request for comment.

Raskin said late Wednesday
that contempt proceedings
“should not be weaponized to
undermine the FBL.”

“As Republicans’ investiga-
tion into President Biden has
uncovered no evidence of
wrongdoing, they continue to
attempt to discredit and dis-
mantle the FBI to help prop up
Donald Trump’s poll num-
bers,” he said.

Earlier on Wednesday,
House Speaker Kevin McCar-
thy said he was hopeful that
the committee and FBI could
reach an arrangement heading
off Comer’s plan to initiate
contempt proceedings. “He
needs to show it to every Re-
publican and every Democrat
on the committee,” McCarthy
said of Wray. “If he is willing
to do that, then there’s not a
need to have contempt.”

Since retaking the House
majority, Republican lawmak-
ers have sought to wield their
subpoena power to investigate
the Biden family. The investi-
gation has played out while
Hunter Biden has faced a sepa-
rate criminal inquiry. The
yearslong investigation has
come to focus on his taxes and
whether he made a false state-
ment in connection with a
2018 gun purchase. Hunter Bi-
den has said he handled his af-
fairs legally and appropriately.

—Sadie Gurman
contributed to this article.
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WORLD NEWS

Kyiv’s Counteroflensive Gathers Speed

Ukrainian forces are
targeting Russian

lines in Zaporizhzhia
and Donetsk regions

KHERSON, Ukraine—
Ukraine launched armored as-
saults on entrenched Russian
forces in the southeast of the
country, as a high-stakes coun-
teroffensive by Kyiv designed
to decisively shift the momen-
tum of the 15-month war gath-
ered steam.

By James Marson,
Matthew Luxmoore
and Jared Malsin

Ukrainian officials said they
were carrying out what they
described as local attacks in
the southeastern Zaporizhzhia
and eastern Donetsk regions.
Russia’s defense minister said
Moscow’s forces repelled
Ukrainian attempts to break
through Russian lines.

The Ukrainian assaults,
which used Western armored
vehicles and units trained by
the allies, mark the initial
stage of what military strate-
gists expect to be a months-
long offensive aimed at oust-
ing Russian forces from some
of the nearly 20% of Ukrainian
territory they occupy.

The Ukrainian counteroffen-
sive is a pivotal new phase in
the war, which Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin launched
in February 2022 in an effort
to seize control of Ukraine.

The direction of the attacks
suggests Ukraine is probing
southward toward the Sea of
Azov, a widely expected effort
to cut a land bridge that links
mainland Russia with the Rus-
sian-occupied Crimean Penin-
sula, a critical base for Mos-
cow’s invasion.

Ukrainian officials have said
they won’t announce the start
of the offensive, but President
Volodymyr Zelensky told The
Wall Street Journal several
days ago that Ukrainian forces
were ready.

Ukrainian forces were at-
tacking near the town of

People shélter from shelling duri-ng.a.n e\iacuation from the flooded Kherson area. President Volodymyr Zelensky said mo;'é than 2,000 people were rescued from the flooding.

Orikhiv, seen as a jumping-off
point for an assault toward the
critical, Russian-occupied
transport hub of Tokmak,
Ukrainian Deputy Defense Min-
ister Hanna Malyar said on
Thursday. Ukrainian forces also
were fighting around the town
of Velyka Novosilka in the east-
ern Donetsk region, she said.

Key test for both sides

Russia’s Defense Minister
Sergei Shoigu said its forces
prevented a breakthrough by
Ukrainian troops in the south-
eastern Zaporizhzhia region,
north of Crimea, driving them
back with significant losses.
Ukrainian officials didn’t give
detailed comments on the re-
sults of the fighting, but ac-
counts including photos and
videos posted by Russian war
bloggers appear to show small
advances by Ukrainian forces
at a heavy cost.

At the start of Russia’s inva-

sion last year, Ukrainian troops
repelled an initial assault on
Kyiv, then took back swaths of
territory in the country’s south
and northeast in counterat-
tacks. Russia pursued a grind-
ing offensive this winter and
spring, which vyielded few
gains other than the small
eastern city of Bakhmut, at the
cost of thousands of troops.

Zelensky needs a break-
through to demonstrate to his
country’s backers in the West
that his goal of taking back all
occupied Ukrainian territory is
feasible. For Putin, it is a test
of whether his forces can hold
what they have seized and ex-
haust the Ukrainians and their
allies, who have provided bil-
lions of dollars in military and
financial aid.

In Washington this week,
House Speaker Kevin McCar-
thy (R., Calif.) declined to com-
mit to providing additional
funds for Ukraine.

Engineers Weigh in on Cause

Of Ukraine Dam’s Collapse

By JOANNA SUGDEN

Civil engineers and explo-
sives experts theorizing about
what could have caused the
destruction of the Kakhovka
Dam in southern Ukraine are
starting to coalesce around
the idea that it was a deliber-
ate attack rather than a struc-
tural fault.

On Tuesday, hours after the
nearly 70-year-old structure
ruptured, Ukraine’s president,
Volodymyr Zelensky, accused
Russia of mining the dam and
causing “mass environmental
destruction.” Russia said that
Ukraine was responsible for
the breach, which it says has
killed seven people.

Kyiv launched armored as-
saults on entrenched Russian

forces in the southeast of the
country on Thursday as part of
a long-awaited counteroffensive
aimed at expelling Russian
forces from Ukrainian territory.

Gareth Collett, explosives
engineer and a former head of
a professional bomb disposal
association in the UK., said “it
would be incredible to think
that a structural fault would
coincide with an offensive, but
that can’t be ruled out and
would need to be looked at by
anyone investigating a war
crime.”

To destroy the dam so com-
pletely would require a series
of explosive charges placed by
professionals at points of
weakness in the structure to
cause it to fail, engineers and
explosives experts said.

Experts suggested the col-
lapse began in the central por-
tion of the dam and widened
from there. “While a targeted
attack could damage individual
sluice gates, a global breach
suggests much more wide-
spread damage to the concrete
structure, which would require
significantly more energy,” said
Andrew Barr, a research fellow
in the effect of explosions
based at the University of Shef-
field in the UK.

Peter Mason, a dam and hy-
droelectric engineer based in
the UK., said external shelling
was unlikely to have produced
the breach. “The consensus
seems to be that somebody did
it, it’s just who did it,” Mason
said. “We can’t definitely say
yet.”

EU Presses Poland Legal Action

By LAURENCE NORMAN
AND THOMAS GROVE

WARSAW—Poland faces Eu-
ropean Union legal action over
a new law that allows authori-
ties to ban politicians from
public office for alleged pro-
Russian activities—a move de-
tractors say could let the gov-
ernment persecute opposition
officials ahead of parliamen-
tary elections this year.

The decision by the Euro-
pean Commission to trigger the
legal action is part of growing
domestic and international
backlash against the law, which
would allow authorities to bar
people from public office for a
decade. Protesters taking part
in a half-million strong rally this
month have decried the law.

Last week, the U.S. State De-
partment also raised concerns
about the law, saying it “could
be misused to interfere with
Poland’s free and fair elections.”

In its decision, the commis-
sion opened an infringement
process against Poland, which
could end with Poland being
taken to the European Court
of Justice, fined and ordered
to change the legislation.

The commission said the
legislation breaches a range of

EU laws, including basic demo-
cratic principles and the right
to effective judicial protection.

Poland and Brussels have
clashed repeatedly since the na-
tionalist Polish government
took office in the middle of the
last decade, and the commis-
sion has withheld tens of bil-
lions of euros from its pandemic
recovery fund because of Brus-

New law could be used
to ban opposition
figures ahead of vote,
European bloc says.

sels’ concerns about Poland’s ju-
dicial overhaul and other laws.

Since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, EU and Polish officials
have sought to settle their dif-
ferences, and there were hopes
that the EU could release the
frozen funds to Warsaw this
year. Poland has played a criti-
cal role in supporting Ukraine
against Russia.

Last month, President An-
drzej Duda signed into law the
legislation, which establishes a
commission to examine Rus-

sian influence in the country
between 2007 and 2022. He
said the move would foster
transparency and establish who
has been working in Poland’s
national interests. He also sent
the law to the country’s Consti-
tutional Tribunal for review.

Within days, however, the
president backtracked, criti-
cizing parts of the new law
and sending amendments back
to the lower house of Parlia-
ment. The proposed changes
wouldn’t allow the body to bar
officials from holding office
and would keep members of
the lower house of Parliament
off the commission.

It is unclear how the legis-
lative body will move forward
on the proposed changes. De-
bate has unleashed a firestorm
in the lead-up to parliamen-
tary elections this year. The
bill has been dubbed “Lex
Tusk” on the suspicion that its
main purpose is to prevent the
former prime minister and
main opposition leader, Don-
ald Tusk, from standing in the
2025 presidential elections.

Opposition protests against
the law and other government
policies last weekend drew half
a million people into the
streets, said Warsaw’s city hall.

Asked about the prospect of
future U.S. aid, President Biden
said on Thursday: “The fact of
the matter is that I believe
we’ll have the funding neces-
sary to support Ukraine as
long as it takes.”

Flooded area attacked

In Ukraine, Russia has con-
structed strong defensive lines
in the south and east, includ-
ing trenches and minefields.
Ukraine will seek to overcome
them with tens of thousands of
troops trained in the West and
using Western tanks and other
armored vehicles.

Russian - military bloggers
published photos and videos of
Ukrainian armored vehicles in
action including AMX-10 ar-
mored-fighting vehicles near
Velyka Novosilka and Leopard
2 tanks near Orikhiv. Some of
the footage showed damaged
Ukrainian vehicles.

Military < analysts  expect

Ukrainian forces to probe in sev-
eral areas along the front line of
some 600 miles, before commit-
ting more forces if they sense
the chance of a breakthrough.
The Ukrainians could also use
feints to draw in Russian forces,
then strike elsewhere.

Ukraine is also pressing
counterattacks on the northern
and southern flanks of
Bakhmut, Russia’s only victory
of note in recent months, to tie
down the Russian military
there. Ukrainian-backed Rus-
sian volunteers also have
staged raids across Ukraine’s
northeastern border into Rus-
sia to try to force Moscow to
redeploy units there.

Meanwhile on Thursday,
Zelensky visited Kherson,
which has been swamped by
the earlier destruction of a
major dam in Russian-occu-
pied Ukraine.

Hours later, Russian forces
shelled the city, hitting an

SERGEI CHUZAVKOV/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES

evacuation center he had vis-
ited, halting evacuations and
emptying the streets of people.

The head of the Kherson re-
gion’s military administration,
Oleksandr Prokudin, said Rus-
sian forces targeted the city
center and coastal areas. At
least nine people were injured,
prosecutors in the city said.

The floodwaters continued
to rise in Kherson on Thursday,
increasing by about 10 inches
from the day before, a smaller
increase than some feared, a lo-
cal Ukrainian military spokes-
man said. Zelensky said more
than 2,000 people were rescued
from the flooding. He didn’t of-
fer a figure for casualties.
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Knife Assault
In French Alps
Hurts Children

Syrian man who had
applied for asylum is
held in attack officials
say isn’t tied to terror

By NOEMIE BISSERBE
AND STACY MEICHTRY

PARIS—Six people including
young children were wounded
in a knife attack on Thursday
at a park in the French Alps,
stunning a nation that in re-
cent years has endured waves
of bloody assaults.

French authorities said po-
lice detained a Syrian man
they suspect of carrying out
the attack at the park, which
is located in the Alpine city of
Annecy and includes a play-
ground. Police said the
wounded included two adults
and four children between the
ages of 1 and 3. The children
include a British and a Dutch
national, authorities said.

French President Emmanuel
Macron on Twitter called the
assault an act of “absolute
cowardice.”

French lawmakers observed
a minute of silence in the Na-
tional Assembly, France’s
lower house of Parliament, fol-
lowing the assault.

Thursday’s attack unfolded in
one of the more idyllic corners

of France. The town, known as
the “Venice of the Alps,” is lo-
cated at the edge of the Lake of
Annecy, which draws tourists to
its crystalline waters.

That tranquility was shat-
tered when a man wearing dark
clothing, sunglasses and a blue
checkered headscarf entered
the park, according to video of
the attack reviewed by police.
The video shows the man
wielding a knife as he moves
amid playground equipment.

Several adults tried to stop
the suspect, authorities said,
before he fled across a grassy
expanse. He then attacked an-
other man, authorities said.
Police opened fire, inadver-
tently striking the other man
before subduing the suspect,
authorities said.

The motives for the attack
remain unclear, authorities
said, adding there is no evi-
dence that points to terrorism.

Authorities said the sus-
pected attacker was granted
asylum by Sweden, where he
moved in 2013. Last fall, the
suspect arrived in France,
where he applied for asylum,
describing himself on the ap-
plication as a Christian, au-
thorities said. )

French Prime Minister Elis-
abeth Borne, who traveled to
Annecy, said the suspected as-
sailant was homeless with no

Police officers investigated at a park in Annecy, France, on Thursday after a knife attack that injured six people, including foul

criminal record.

Police said the suspect was
detained wearing a necklace
with a Christian cross. He is
married and has a 3-year-old
daughter, police said.

Authorities said they have
deployed a mental-health unit
to help a class of high-school
students who were also in the
park and witnessed the attack.

France has been repeatedly
rocked by gruesome at-
tacks that have targeted peo-
ple and institutions at the cen-
ter of France’s national
identity. Some of the assaults
have been conducted by for-

eign nationals, setting off cy-
cles of debate and soul-search-
ing over whether the borders
of France and Europe are too
porous. That has helped fuel
the rise of nativist politicians
such as far-right leader Ma-
rine Le Pen.

“After the tragedy in An-
necy, it is our entire migration
policy, and a certain number
of European rules, that must
be called into question,” said
Jordan Bardella, president of
Le Pen’s anti-immigrant party
National Rally, on Twitter. “We
must give ourselves the means
to act and regain control of a

situation that is beyond the
control of the government,” he
said.

In 2020, schoolteacher
Samuel Paty was beheaded af-
ter he showed caricatures of
the Prophet Muhammad in
class as part of a lesson on
free speech. That attack was
carried out by an 18-year-old
Russian national of Chechen
origin who was killed by po-
lice.

In 2015, Islamist gun-
men carried out a massacre in
the newsroom of French mag-
azine Charlie Hebdo, which
published cartoons of Mu-
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hammad, and killed four peo-
ple at a kosher grocery store.

Later that year, 130 people
died in a spree of attacks by
Islamic State gunmen and sui-
cide bombers who targeted ca-
fes, restaurants, a concert hall
and France’s national sta-
dium. At least one of the sui-
cide bombers had been regis-
tered as a refugee on the
Greek island of Leros using a
fraudulent Syrian passport.

In 2016, a Tunisian man
drove a truck through a
crowded seaside promenade in
Nice on Bastille day, killing 86
people.

Sweden,

By SUNE ENGEL RASMUSSEN

STOCKHOLM—Sweden and
Finland stunned NATO members
last year with their applications
to join the bloc, but they are al-
ready slotting smoothly into the
military alliance.

The Nordic duo spent de-
cades insisting that member-
ship in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization would
jeopardize their national secu-
rity by antagonizing Moscow,
before making an abrupt about-
face last year following Russia’s
large-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Behind that longstanding
public reticence was a decades-
long campaign of preparation
by internationalist officials,
who since the 1990s sought to
move their countries as close
to the alliance as domestic pub-
lic opinion—dead set against
full membership—allowed.

For Finland, which joined in
April, and Sweden, whose ap-
plication is still waiting to be
ratified, those efforts are pay-
ing off with unusually fast and
smooth integration to NATO.

For the alliance, which
faces its biggest conflict with
Moscow since the Cold War,
the inclusion of two large Rus-
sian neighbors that invest
heavily in defense means more
muscle and political heft.

By the time public and polit-
ical opinion last year swung be-
hind joining NATO, the Swedish
and Finnish militaries had been
streamlined to NATO standards
through participating in joint
missions for 30 years.

“Most of the security elite
was in favor of Swedish NATO
membership, with very few ex-
ceptions,” said Carl Bildt, for-

Finland Took Long Path to Embrace NATO

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg, right, and Swedish Prime Minister UIf Kristersson spoke
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at a news conference in Stockholm in March. Sweden’s NATO bid has been held up by Turkey.

mer Swedish prime minister
and foreign minister. Unlike Fin-
land, where opposition to NATO
membership was rooted in na-
tional-security concerns, the
Swedish political establishment,
dominated for decades by the
center-left Social Democrats,
opposed NATO membership on
ideological, antiwar grounds. “It
was a question of gradually
nudging the Social Democrats
into a more reasonable posi-
tion,” said Bildt, who belongs to
the center-right Moderate Party.
“It was a delicate exercise.”
Peter Hultqvist, a senior So-
cial Democrat who was de-
fense minister in the govern-
ment that last year lodged
Sweden’s NATO bid—five
months after he insisted on

national television that the
country. would never join
NATO as long as he was minis-
ter—denied that his party was
nudged into joining NATO.

“When Russia started the
war against Ukraine, we faced
a new security environment,
and we had to react,” he said.

Sweden, he said, underesti-
mated Russia’s potential for
aggression in the region.

Stockholm’s NATO bid has
been held up by Turkey, which
says it must do more to crack
down on alleged Kurdish ter-
rorists in the country.

NATO allies are pressing
Turkey to approve Sweden’s
accession to the bloc before
the alliance’s next summit, in
Lithuania, which starts July 11.

But while Sweden’s applica-
tion process has lasted a little
more than a year, the acces-
sion is only the final step in a
path dating to the mid-1990s.

Along with Finland, Sweden
in 1994 joined the Partnership
for Peace, a program that al-
lowed bilateral cooperation
between NATO and nonmem-
ber states. While mostly fo-
cused on post-Soviet states,
the program was a milestone
in the two Nordic countries’
relations with NATO as well.

The following year, Sweden
and Finland each sent a battal-
ion of soldiers to assist NATO’s
first major crisis-response op-
eration in Bosnia and Herze-
govina. Both have since con-
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missions, including in Kosovo,
Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya.
As the Swedish security es-
tablishment grew closer to
their NATO counterparts, pub-
lic and political support at
home was still firmly in favor
of nonalignment. As crises
continued to flare up, that
view slowly changed. After the
2008 Russian invasion of Geor-
gia, the Swedish government
reversed cuts to the military.
By 2013, Sweden and Fin-
land both had standing army,
air force and naval units ready
to deploy as part of the NATO
Response Force, a multinational
quick-reaction group fully com-
patible with troops, gear and
maintenance personnel.
Former Finnish officials said
it was a deliberate plan by their
country’s defense ministry to
make their militaries as interop-
erable as possible with the U.S.
and NATO systems, so they
could easily integrate if member-
ship one day became a reality.
As the international combat
mission in Afghanistan wound
down in 2014, Sweden and
Finland entered new NATO
partnerships. In 2014, they be-
came so-called Enhanced Op-
portunities Partners meant to
make their militaries interop-
erable with NATO systems.
In 2017, they joined the
U.XK.-led Joint Expeditionary
Force, as the only two mem-
bers of the 10-nation force
that weren’t part of NATO.
“We were going to bed to-
gether, but we were not mar-
ried,” said Veronika Wand-
Danielsson, who headed
Sweden’s first NATO delega-
tion in Brussels from 2008 to
2014.

War Boosted Move
Toward Alliance

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine ignited Finnish public
support from about 20% be-
fore the war to 82% when
the country formally applied.

“It wasn’t the political elite
that took Finland into NATO.
It was the public that pushed
the elite to change its opin-
ion,” said former Finnish Prime
Minister Alexander Stubb.

“It was a long walk to-
ward NATO membership..peo-
ple like myself who had been
advocating NATO member-
ship lost hope that it was go-
ing to happen,” Stubb added.

In Sweden, support for
joining NATO increased from
37% to 58% over the same
period. In parliament, 269
lawmakers signed off on the
bill authorizing Swedish NATO
membership, with only 37
voting against. Public support
has since increased to 67%.

“The political leadership
more or less dragged the pop-
ulation after it,” said retired Lt.
Gen. Anders Silwer, a Swedish
former chief of joint operations.

At one point, Carl Bildt,
former Swedish prime minis-
ter and foreign minister, told
one of Sweden’s strongest
proponents of NATO member-
ship, Veronika Wand-Daniels-
son, who headed Sweden’s
first NATO delegation in Brus-
sels from 2008 to 2014: “Ve-
ronika, you are Sweden’s am-
bassador to NATO, not NATO's
ambassador to Sweden.”

Eurozone
Falls Into

Recession

Continued from Page One
economy is just 2.2% bigger.

Inflation driven by a spike
in energy costs and stubbornly
high food prices has softened
in Europe recently but remains
much higher than policy mak-
ers would like and is affecting
consumption negatively.

The weakness in Germany is
a particular concern. In past
decades, its economy often
managed to recover rapidly
from economic shocks, helped
by the strength of its highly
competitive exporters.

But global trade has suf-
fered under the Covid-19 pan-
demic and mounting geopoliti-
cal tensions, and it might not
offer the same degree of sup-
port this time. Factory output
showed a steep drop in March.
The continuing war in Ukraine,
a close neighbor, is another

major source of uncertainty.

Because of its size, the Ger-
man economy on its own can
drag the eurozone up or down.
The eurozone’s slide into re-
cession at the start of the year
came in spite of growth in
France, Italy and Spain, its
other large economies.

Economists think all this
points to a slow and pro-
tracted recovery for the conti-
nent, where consumers and
businesses are also feeling the
drag from higher borrowing
costs as the European Central
Bank continues to raise inter-
est rates to fight inflation. The
eurozone’s slide into recession
wasn’t so dramatic as to trig-
ger a pause in the ECB’s rate-
raising campaign, most ana-
lysts said.

The European Union’s sta-
tistics agency said on Thurs-
day that the combined gross
domestic product of the coun-
tries that share the euro fell at
an annualized 0.4% during the
three months through March,
having also declined in the fi-
nal three months of last year.

Eurostat had previously es-
timated that the currency
area’s economy grew slightly

in the first quarter, but the siz-
able change to the data from
Germany and weakness in Ire-
land and Finland pushed it into
contraction. This left the re-
gion with two consecutive
quarters of shrinking output,
matching the official definition
of an economic recession.
Still, ING analysts said in a
note that the eurozone econ-
omy is better understood as
being in broad stagnation
rather than in recession.
Economists expect growth to
resume in the three months
through June as falling energy
bills ease the pressure on
household budgets, but any re-
bound is likely to be anemic.
The Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development
on Wednesday said it expected
the eurozone’s economy to grow
0.9% this year, roughly half as
much as the U.S. economy.
The main difference be-
tween the eurozone and the
U.S. is consumer spending.
People in the U.S. are spending
freely on the activities they
skipped during pandemic lock-
downs, such as travel, concerts
and dining out. Unlike Europe-
ans, they haven’t had to cut

tributed to other NATO
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their spending on goods to be
able to do so. In Europe,
household spending fell in
both the final quarter of last
year, and the first quarter of
2023. Imports also fell sharply
in both quarters, a sign that
weakness in the eurozone is
affecting businesses in other
parts of the world.

One reason for the growing
trans-Atlantic economic gap is
the amount of savings people
in the U.S. accumulated during

the pandemic. Oxford Econom-
ics estimates that while excess
savings in the U.S. stood at
around 8.3% of annual eco-
nomic output at the end of
2022, in the eurozone the
equivalent was just over 5%.
Americans have also been
more willing to draw on those
savings, with surveys showing
Europeans are conscious of the
uncertainties flowing from the
war in Ukraine.

Back in Europe, while en-
ergy prices have normalized
from their 2022 peaks, food
prices have continued to rise
at a rapid pace, weakening
household spending on other
goods and services. U.S. food
prices have been rising half as
quickly as their European
equivalents so far this year.

The European Central
Bank’s series of rate increases,
which started in July last year,
have now worked their way
through the currency area’s fi-
nancial system. The drag on
growth from that source is
likely to build over the coming
months, with the ECB signal-
ing that it intends to raise its
key interest rate for an eighth
straight meeting next week.

“A peak in underlying infla-
tion wouldn’t be sufficient to
declare victory: we need to see
convincing evidence that infla-
tion returns to our 2% target
in a sustained and timely man-
ner,” ECB policy maker Isabel
Schnabel said on Wednesday.
“We aren’t at that point yet.”

The OECD said it expects
eurozone inflation to fall to
5.8% this year from 8.4% in
2022, but remain well above
the ECB’s target at 3.2% in
2024.

One reason for the euro-
zone’s slide into recession is
that Ireland—long the cur-
rency area’s fastest-growing
economy—experienced a 44.7%
decline in factory output dur-
ing March, likely driven by U.S.
pharmaceutical companies that
operate in the country. That
led to a 17.3% annualized fall in
the country’s GDP during the
first quarter.

Ireland’s statistics office
hasn’t offered a reason for that
drop in production, but figures
it released Wednesday showed
a rebound of 70.7% in April,
suggesting the first-quarter
contraction is unlikely to be
sustained.
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Russia
Removes

Children

Continued from Page One
cerned will result in the re-
moval of more children.

The International Criminal
Court in March issued arrest
warrants for Russian President
Vladimir Putin and his commis-
sioner for children’s
rights, Maria Lvova-Be-
lova, over the unlawful
deportation of children
from occupied areas of
Ukraine. Under interna-
tional law, the forcible
transfer of children
from one group to an-
other constitutes geno-
cide if conducted with
the intent to destroy in
whole or in part a na-
tional, ethnic, racial or
religious group.

Russia has made no
secret of removing
children from Ukraine.
Responding to the war-
rant for her arrest,
Lvova-Belova wel-
comed the ICC’s recog-
nition of her efforts “to
help the children of our
country.” Russian offi-
cials say they are mov-
ing Ukrainian children
out of harm’s way and
helping them recover
from the horrors of a
war they blame on the
West. Moscow has de-
clared occupied Ukrai-
nian territory formally part of
Russia, and Putin claims Rus-
sians and Ukrainians are one
people.

“Who would have thought 15
years ago that in the West tak-
ing care of children, saving
them and helping them would
become a criminal offense?”
said Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova.

Russian foster care

The total number of children
removed by Russians since the
start of the war is unclear.
Ukrainian officials put the fig-
ure at more than 19,000. The
United Nations says it hasn’t
been able to verify that.

The children removed from
the Kherson home were a com-
bination of orphans and those
with families who were unable
to care for them. Their last
known location was Russian-oc-
cupied Crimea.

During the violent throes
early in its invasion, Russia
seized custody of an unknown
number of children whose par-
ents were killed or detained, ac-
cording to Ukrainian officials
and organizations involved in
the efforts to recover them. It
removed hundreds more from
institutions in areas occupied
by Russian forces, according to
Ukrainian and Russian officials.
Several hundred who were in-
vited to summer camp in Russia
for respite from the war became
stranded there after Ukrainian
forces regained territory last
year, putting the children and
their parents on opposite sides
of the front line.

Russian officials say children
will be returned to Ukraine if
their parents come to get
them—a difficult journey, physi-
cally and financially, for many—
and are able to care for them.
Ukrainian officials, however, say
Russia is doing little to help or
is even hindering efforts to get
children back.

A Ukrainian woman who
went to retrieve her godson and

two other children from Russia
was recently detained and de-
ported after being accused of
working with Ukrainian security
services. A grandmother died
during the journey to get her
grandchildren back, leaving
them stranded, according to
Save Ukraine, an organization
that has helped recover dozens
of children from Russia.

A decree issued by Putin last
year means unaccompanied
Ukrainian children can be
granted Russian citizenship and
placed in foster care. Lvova-Be-
lova thanked Putin personally

Daria Herasymchuk, Ukraine’s commissioner
for children’s rights, in her Kyiv office.

for enabling her to take in a
Ukrainian child from the port
city of Mariupol, which Russian
forces destroyed in spring of
2022.

Ukrainian authorities and or-
ganizations have managed to
bring back more than 360 chil-
dren, mainly by providing assis-
tance to their mothers, who
usually make the trip alone
since adult men are prohibited
from leaving Ukraine. The chil-
dren’s testimony is now being
collected by local and interna-
tional investigators.

“These children are wit-
nesses to Russian crimes,” said
Mykola Kuleba, the head of Save
Ukraine.

Among a group of children
returned to Ukraine in March
was 14-year-old Kostya Tan,
who was one of the children
stranded in Russia after attend-
ing summer camp last year. He
said Russian instructors at the
camp on the Black Sea coast
forced a group of children who
shouted pro-Ukrainian slogans
and cursed Russia to see psy-
chologists.

Artem, 15 years old, said he
was taken from his boarding
school in Russian-occupied
Kharkiv and moved deeper into
Russian-controlled  territory
when Ukraine launched its of-
fensive there last fall. He was
returned to Ukrainian-con-
trolled territory in March. He
said teachers at the boarding
school where he was held al-
lowed the children to speak
Ukrainian but criticized Ukraine
and praised Russia. “They were
saying that Ukraine is bad;
Ukraine is not capable of build-
ing anything; that Ukraine can’t
stop the war,” he said.

Nina, a teen who was held in
Russian-controlled territory,
also returned in March. She and
Artem were both told they
would be placed in foster care
unless their parents came to get
them. Their mothers retrieved
them. Nina had shaved her head
to avoid getting lice in the place
she was held.

Kostya, the 14-year-old, was
placed with a foster family
along with two other Ukrainian
boys until his elder sister made
the long journey to get him
back. Most relatives travel a
roundabout route via Poland or
Belarus, since it isn’t possible to
cross the Ukrainian-Russian
border.

By the time the sister came
to get him, Kostya said he was
torn about whether to return to
Ukraine or stay in Russia with
the foster family, which offered
to buy him gadgets for his
birthday. He decided to go home

after his Russian foster

father said he would be

welcome back if he
changed his mind.

Another group of 24

- children that had been

ki

Natalia Kraniuk was the head nurse at the Kherson Regional

nearby kept watch over them,
and in April 2022 soldiers came
and told them to move back to
the orphanage.

The Russian flag was hoisted
over the entrance to the or-
phanage, and a new administra-
tion took charge. The former
head of the orphanage had re-
fused to collaborate and quit.
Kraniuk also left. “I can’t work
with these Russians,” she said.

Russian occupation authori-
ties installed Tetyana Zavalska,
a nurse who had previously
worked night shifts, as head of
the orphanage. In a Russian
propaganda film about
Kherson, Zavalska de-
rided Ukraine’s Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zel-
ensky as a clown and
said she had been wait-

Children’s Home and quit when the Russians took it over.

stranded in Russia after attend-
ing summer camp returned to
Kherson on a bus in April. A lo-
cal official welcomed them
home, handing out computer
tablets and posing with the chil-
dren at the entrance to the city
with a Ukrainian flag.

Under watch

Some children have no rela-
tives to look for them and are
too young to identify them-
selves.

When Russia occupied Kher-
son, administrators at the Kher-
son Regional Children’s Home
first moved the 48 children in
their care to a church for pro-
tection against bombardment.
Head nurse Natalia Kraniuk said
they sought an escape route to
Ukrainian-held territory, but
Russian forces stood in their
way. A Russian checkpoint

An empty play area at the Kherson home, v;here Russians removed children in October.

ing for Russia since the breakup
of the Soviet Union three de-
cades earlier. “Hopes are high,”
she said.

Zavalska is now believed to
be in Russian-occupied Crimea
and couldn’t be reached for
comment.

Nurse Katya Syrodchuk
thought of leaving but stayed
out of a sense of duty to the 11
children with disabilities she
helped care for. “Who’s going to
look after them?” she said.

At one point after moving
back into the orphanage, the
Russian flag disappeared, Sy-
rodchuk said, adding she strug-
gled to mask her glee when she
heard about it. Russian forces
searched the grounds of the or-
phanage but couldn’t find the
missing tricolor. A new Russian
flag was raised with a warning,
she and other nurses said: If it
went missing again, there would

be consequences.

Russian forces brought sup-
plies, including diapers, food
and medication. “The kids did
not want for anything,” said Sy-
rodchuk.

Often they were accompa-
nied by Russian journalists, said
junior nurse Lyuba Saiko. “They
never brought any help without
cameras,” she said.

In August, Ukraine an-

nounced a counteroffensive to
retake Kherson and began tar-
geting Russian supply lines us-
ing long-range artillery supplied
by the U.S.

WYL

Zavalska came to Saiko in
September and requested a vac-
cination record for Ilya, a 2-
year-old boy who was often
sick, she said. Zavalska told her
he was being taken to Moscow
for treatment, along with Mar-
garita, a 10-month-old girl who
had been discharged from the
regional children’s hospital the
previous day.

The two men who came to
get the children were bearded,
armed with pistols and drove a
Jeep, Saiko said. Ilya was fright-
ened, she said. Saiko gave the
boy a toy car to pacify him. A
third man—bald and carrying a
leather case—spoke to Zavalska
before leaving with the children,
she said. It was the last time
Saiko or any of the other nurses
saw them. That left 46 young
children at the home.

Loaded in vehicles

As Ukrainian forces closed in
on Kherson, Russian-installed
authorities urged civilians to re-
treat further into Russian-con-
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Nurse Katya Syrodchuk continued to work
to care for disabled children at the home.

trolled territory across the Dni-
pro River. At the orphanage,
there was talk of evacuating
both staff and children, but the
convoy of buses and ambu-
lances that drew up on Oct. 21
still took the nurses by surprise.

When Bychkova arrived for
her 8 a.m. shift that day, the
head nurse told her she
wouldn’t be needed. The kids
were being evacuated, she said.
Bychkova and the other nurses
protested their removal but
were ignored.

Faced with the inevitable,
they helped get the children
ready. “What could we
do?” Bychkova said.
Zavalska told them to
hurry up; the buses
were waiting. It was
chilly, so they dressed
the children in onesies,
hats and boots before
handing them over, By-
chkova said.

A camera was film-
ing as the kids were
carried out of the or-
phanage and loaded
onto the vehicles after
being checked off a list.
“Their surnames are
written on their jack-
ets,” said one woman
in the video, carrying a
child in each arm to a
bus marked with the
Russian propaganda
symbol “Z.”

Russian lawmaker
Igor Kostyukevich, who
posted the footage on
his Telegram channel,
said the children were
being taken to safety in
Crimea. Zavalska and
several other nurses
accompanied them.

Syrodchuk wasn’t
working that day but
found out the children were be-
ing taken away. She asked her
husband to drive past the or-
phanage and saw the buses and
ambulances ready to leave. “It
was a shock,” she said. “I
couldn’t comprehend it.”

Reporting on the removal of
the children, Russia’s state news
agency TASS said Ukrainian
forces had repeatedly shelled
the street where the orphanage
is located. Nurses who worked
there said that wasn’t true.

Kraniuk said she was told by
a nurse who accompanied the
children to Crimea that they
were split into three groups: 17
were placed in a children’s
home, 18 in a sanatorium and 11
in a hospital.

A week later, two of the chil-
dren appeared in a photograph
posted on Telegram by Lvova-
Belova following a visit to an
orphanage in Crimea. “Now the
priority is to find their relatives,
to understand whether they are
able to take the children them-
selves, or whether we will look
for foster parents,” she said.

Kraniuk identified one of the
children in the photograph as
Maryna, age 3.

On Nov. 9, Russia ordered its
troops to withdraw from Kher-
son, dealing Ukraine a major
victory. Residents celebrated
the end of occupation, and secu-
rity services began unearthing
graves, identifying collaborators
and counting the missing.

In the run-up to New Year’s
Eve, a Russian adoption website
launched a campaign requesting
gifts for children. It posted pho-
tographs including of a blond
girl it called Maryna P, saying
she “now lives in the children’s
home, and used to live in Kher-
son.”

Kraniuk again recognized
Maryna, and nine other children
in the campaign, as former resi-
dents of the Kherson orphan-
age.

—Kate Vtorygina
contributed to this article.

Swifties
Stick It
To Scalpers

Continued from Page One
makers describe as a monopoly
over ticket sales in the U.S. Af-
ter the Ticketmaster presale for
Swift’s stadium tour saw un-
precedented demand, many fans
are still looking for last-minute
seats. But on the secondary
market, they have faced stag-
gering prices, canceled orders
and fake tickets.

“We’re just trying to help
people [keep] from getting
scammed,” Richards said. “Our
favorite part is when we're all at
the shows and people come up
to us and they’ll be like, Tm
here because of you.”

The women facilitate sales by
connecting sellers with buyers
on Twitter. Johnston, Garay and
Richards don’t sell anything
themselves and make no money

from their efforts. Potential sell-
ers follow a set of instructions
laid out in a Google Form, in-
cluding the steps they must take
to ensure their tickets are real
and an agreement to sell the
tickets only at face value. Once
verified, @ErasTourResell will
tweet the section, location, date,
price and seller’s Twitter han-
dle. Hopeful followers then rush
to message the seller.

“We’re insanely committed,”
said Garay, who is currently be-
tween jobs. “The other day, for
Gillette [Stadium in Massachu-
setts], there was a submission
for two floor seats, and we liter-
ally pulled over on a random
street, put our hazards on. We
were like, we have to get this
posted right now.”

The women said that they
spend about 40 hours a week
running the account across two
coasts. Johnston lives in San
Francisco, and Garay and Rich-
ards are in Connecticut.

“We just keep refreshing our
submissions, even while we’re
working sometimes,” said Rich-
ards, who works in patient care
and goes to school online. “We

don’t want to get behind and
have people sell their tickets be-
fore we post them.”

After a competitive presale
that fans have described as “The
Great War” (an allusion to a
Swift song), Ticketmaster has
been releasing last-minute tick-
ets up until hours into Swift’s
shows. The women of @Eras-
TourResell encourage custom-
ers to buy extra tickets
during these drops if
they can, so the J&
seats can be resold
to hopeful fans
listening in sta-
dium  parking
lots.

Typically, people
who want to buy or &
sell a ticket last minute 2
have to go through resale
sites that may extract large fees,
and there are risks of selling to
bots or being scammed.

Johnston, a barista and stu-
dent, got the idea for the ac-
count after the Eras Tour pre-
sale for Capital One cardholders
—part of a  multiyear
partnership Swift has with the
credit-card company.

“I saw almost no one be suc-
cessful,” Johnston said. After
she tweeted semi-jokingly that
she wanted to start an account
to sell tickets at face value, the
response was overwhelming.
When she asked if any friends
would be interested in helping
her, Richards and Garay texted
her to volunteer.

This spring, Nicole Schwindt,

24, who learned about @Er-
asTourResell  from
TikTok, traveled
4y from her home
outside Cologne,
%) Germany, to the
oy US., hoping to
land Swift tickets
during the trip. She

~ lucked out: An At-
lanta seller wanted to
give tickets to a fan whose
birthday was the week of the
April 29 show. Schwindt’s is

May 3.

“She answered me and said
something like, T know how
hard it is to be an international
Swiftie,” said Schwindt, a psy-
chology student. “I felt as if I
just won the lottery.”

April Glick Pulito, 35, spent

months following the account,
trying to get tickets by setting
alerts, messaging sellers and re-
plying to tweets. After about 50
tries, a seller picked her for a
ticket to one of Swift’s shows at
MetLife Stadium in East Ruther-
ford, N.J.

“I wish I had my Apple
Watch on when this happened
because I can only imagine that
my heart rate just skyrocketed,”
said Glick Pulito, who lives in
Brooklyn and works in political
communications.

“Once the ticket was in my
account,” she said, “I posted on
Twitter and all these people
were like, ‘Oh, my God, I've seen
you trying for so long. I was
pulling for you.” She and the
seller sat next to each other at
the show.

Quinn Cahill, 27, an actuary
who lives in the Boston area,
won an @ErasTourResell ticket
giveaway for a Swift concert at
Gillette. Earlier in the year, Ca-
hill was diagnosed with a type
of blood cancer, and is soon due
to start treatment that requires
isolation. “Throughout the en-
tire concert, I feel like I blacked

out because it was just such an
emotional high,” he said.

Garay said she has seen Swift
perform eight or nine times.
Richards estimated it’s 17 or 18
for her. And Johnston gave the
ballpark of “high teens, maybe
low 20s.”

In May, they attended Swift’s
concert at MetLife Stadium. The
trio arrived early to meet some
of their followers in a parking
lot and trade friendship brace-
lets, a new concert tradition
based on a lyric from the “Mid-
nights” song “You’re on Your
Own, Kid” (“So make the friend-
ship bracelets / take the mo-
ment and taste it”).

Richards described meeting a
young fan who had gotten tick-
ets through @ErasTourResell.
“Her friend came up to us and
was like, ‘We’re here because of
you, this is her first Taylor con-
cert,” she said. “She was so ex-
cited, she showed us where she
was sitting and everything, and
her seat was, like, Row 4!”

“That was really cool to see,”
Johnston said. “They wouldn’t
have been there if it wasn’t for
us.”
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FILM REVIEW | KYLE SMITH

‘Transformers’ Makes a Robotic Return

Even with its abundance of bombastic action, the toy-derived franchise’s newest addition boasts little life or heart

n a late spring that has al-

ready brought us the 10th

Fast & Furious flick and the

10th Spider-Man movie from

Sony, the Transformers fran-

chise feels comparatively
fresh. “Transformers: Rise of the
Beasts” is merely the seventh in-
stallment in the Michael Bay-
linked series about giant robots
walloping each other all over the
screen. This one’s a prequel to
Mr. Bay’s 2007 rock-em-sock-em
epic, which doubled as perhaps
the world’s most expensive toy
infomerecial.

Starting in outer space, the new
film, directed by Steven Caple Jr.
and produced by Mr. Bay, fleshes
out the back story of how Earth
became overrun by interplanetary
mechanical monsters. Thousands
of years ago, in a faraway galaxy,
there was a godlike destroyer
named Unicron (voiced by Colman
Domingo) who wiped out a planet
of ferocious robo-animals, the
Maximals, while trying to steal
their “Transwarp key” that func-
tions as a sort of Eurail pass
through time and space. With the
key, Unicron and his Transformer
henchmen, the Terrorcons, could
wield fearsome power.

But the gizmo winds up lost on
Earth, hidden for eons until half of
it is found in a statuette of a fal-
con that turns up in the museum
on Ellis Island. The symbolic
choice of America’s most fabled
immigrant-welcoming center is
bound to excite the allegorically
minded. Foes of “illegal aliens,” es-
pecially of the kind from outer
space, will be nodding along vigor-
ously at the implication that immi-
gration is so uncontrolled that we

TELEVISION REVIEW
JOHN ANDERSON

Viewers’
Patience
Rewarded

IN ADDITION TO its subtleties,
subversions and some very red
herrings, “The Crowded Room”
presents a paradox: If you are
aware of “The Minds of Billy Milli-
gan,” and know that the Daniel
Keyes book was the basis of this
10-part Apple series, you will be
aware how deliciously roundabout
this very loose adaptation is—with-
out, sadly, becoming a blissfully ig-
norant “victim” of creator Akiva
Goldsman’s devious storytelling
strategy. If you don’t know the
book, you won’t appreciate in real
time how deftly you’re being navi-
gated from point A to Z, though
you will want to get there. Call it a
win-win, with trade-offs.
But let us forget Billy Milligan for
a moment (or forever) and concen-
trate on Tom Holland. Audiences
who know him solely from his mul-
tiple Spider-Man movies may be un-
prepared for the range he brings to
Danny Sullivan, whom we meet in
1979 as he is about to commit mur-
8 der at Rockefeller Center. Goaded
£ on by Ariana (Sasha Lane), he pur-
4 sues their faceless target across the
Z crowded Manhattan plaza; Danny

might as well be facing an on-
slaught of robot villains from
outer space. Once chiseled out of
its covering by Elena (Dominique
Fishback), a budding art-history
genius who works for a self-cen-
tered curator, the key sends out an
interstellar alarm like the monolith
in “2001: A Space Odyssey.” That
signal cues the not-nice Terror-
cons, who live up to their name
and come angrily in search of it,
led by the vicious Scourge (voiced
by Peter Dinklage).

Meanwhile, another young ad-
ept, a tech wiz in Brooklyn named
Noah (Anthony Ramos), winds up
befriending a snazzy little 1990s
Porsche who is Mirage (voiced by
Pete Davidson), one of the Autobot

Dominique Fishback, above; Optimus Prime (voiced by Peter Cullen), top;
Mirage (voiced by Pete Davidson) and Anthony Ramos, right

Transformers disguised as cars
and trucks who are led by the stal-
wart warrior Optimus Prime (Peter
Cullen). Mirage is meant to supply
the film with a sense of humor
with his chipper let’s-be-bros dia-
logue, but Mr. Davidson’s delivery
falls flat. When Elena, the art ma-
ven whose expertise is indicated
via such screenwriting clunkers as
“That Da Vinci sketch is legit,” no-
tices that symbols from the figu-
rine match those left by ancient
civilizations in Peru, the action
shifts to South America for a bash-
off among three types of robo-pu-
gilists (the Autobots, their allies
the Maximals and their enemies
the Terrorcons).

It would perhaps be unfair to

Tom Holland, above, and Amanda Seyfried, right, in ‘The Crowded Room’

freezes, Ariana grabs the gun and
empties it, two passersby are
wounded and Danny—in the classic
blunder of the innocent man—picks
up the weapon and is arrested.

Something about him puzzles
the cops, though, beyond the usual
questions of motive and opportu-
nity. So they bring in Rya Goodwin
(Amanda Seyfried), an adjunct in
psychology at an uptown lvy
League university who is looking
for a career-making subject. Danny
may be him.

Why, you ask? Such is the
enigma of Danny, and it won't be

clear for the first several episodes—
the first five, basically—although
the storyline doubles back on itself,
adding layers as it goes. Danny’s
early life is mapped out, at first
sketchily, then in greater and
greater detail—yes, just as if he
were in therapy. Ms. Seyfried, who
delivered a career-defining perfor-
mance as the recently incarcerated
Elizabeth Holmes in “The Dropout,”
gives a less showy display here, but
one that is rich in conflicts and con-
tradictions. Ms. Seyfried’s virtuosity
allows Rya’s assorted epiphanies—
about Danny, her relationship to her

S

expect screenwriting excellence
from a movie about clashing bots,
but even by the standards of the
franchise “Rise of the Beasts” has
thinly conceived human charac-
ters, given very little life by the
main performers, Mr. Ramos and
Ms. Fishback, who don’t succeed in
drawing much attention from the
humongous creatures flying and
stomping around Peru firing their
laser cannons at one another or
popping out Swiss Army Knife-
style implements for slicing and
bashing. These set pieces, scored
to a series of jolly hip-hop tracks,
are bombastic but dull, not much
more compelling than watching a
toddler play with his box of toys.
“Rise of the Beasts” is shame-

An Apple TV+ series
draws—loosely—from
“The Minds of Billy
Milligan.

own young son and her professional
ethics—to come creeping into her
consciousness. And ours.

One of the remarkable things
about Mr. Holland’s performance is
how Danny doesn’t fit the standard
unhappy-kid mold. He is bullied at
school, but it doesn’t monopolize his
character: He retains a sense of hu-
mor, he has friends, and he exhibits
an adolescent’s phenomenal lack of
wisdom. He’s Peter Parker without

lessly vapid filmmaking that stacks
up poorly against several other en-
trants in the series. The previous
movie, for instance, 2018’s “Bum-
blebee,” showed a lot of heart in
its story of an emotionally
wounded gearhead girl who fixes
up the titular yellow Autobot as
therapy while grieving for her fa-
ther. The latest effort, by con-
trast, feels like a desperate effort
to string together lots of dial-a-
digital-spectacle battle scenes,
leading up to a marketing gambit
that links the bots to another sec-
ond-tier franchise owned by Para-
mount Pictures. Behold what
emerges from the fantasy-block-
buster factory when the workers
aren’t even trying.

superpowers. What does preoccupy
him is his bullying stepfather, Mar-
lin (Will Chase); his devoted-but-
hardened mother, Candy (a terrific
Emmy Rossum); and the old board-
ing house across the street, where
Ariana is already living and where
one of his various saviors—the in-
timidating Israeli Yitzak Safdie (Lior
Raz, of “Fauda”)—rescues Danny
from bullies and then invites him to
live in his home.

The advice here about “The
Crowded Room” is to persist. It feels
aimless in the early going—not
uncharmingly so, but seemingly with-
out a defined objective. To offer a
carrot—that everything comes to-
gether in episode 6—is asking for a
good deal of time and patience, but
stick with it. The performances
throughout are, at worst, mesmeriz-
ing. Ms. Rossum becomes virtually
unrecognizable as the disappointed
Candy; likewise Jason Isaacs as Jack,
an old friend of Danny’s long-missing
father. (Mr. Isaacs seems to be doing
Peter Sellers, perhaps from “I'm All
Right Jack.”) The impressive young
Zachary Golinger does double duty
as young Danny and his twin, Adam,
whose whereabouts are a series-long
mystery. Emma Laird as Isabel,
Danny’s high-school love, is also first-
rate. She plays hard-to-get. But so
does “The Crowded Room.” Both
manage to infatuate.

The Crowded Room
Friday, Apple TV+

Mr. Anderson is the Journal’s
TV critic.
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New York
he thorns pierce
deeply in the new
musical “Days of
Wine and Roses.”
And not just for
the main charac-

ters, a loving couple who
see their marriage, and their
lives, spiraling out of con-
trol in the throttling grip of
alcoholism. The show, with
a subtle, jazz-inflected and
often entrancing score by
Adam Guettel, and an eco-
nomical book by Craig Lu-
cas, has a searing power
that leaves you both stirred
and shaken—if you’ll forgive
the pun.

The show features a
subtle, jazz-
inflected and often
entrancing score.

And yet, as enacted by
two of the most accom-
plished musical-theater per-
formers at work today, Brian
d’Arcy James as Joe Clay
and Kelli O’Hara as his wife,
Kirsten, the bruising down-
fall of these two increas-
ingly desperate and, at
times, deluded characters
becomes a journey that also
brings rewards, if not the
cheering pleasures of stan-
dard-issue musicals.

The production is based
on the play by JP Miller,
from “Playhouse 90,” and
the 1962 film version, with
Jack Lemmon and Lee Re-
mick. It might seem un-
promising material for a
musical, but Mr. Guettel has
always been drawn to un-
conventional stories. His
two prior major shows were
“Floyd Collins,” the tale of a
cave explorer trapped un-
derground (he dies), and
“The Light in the Piazza,”
also written with Mr. Lucas,
about a woman trying to
protect her intellectually un-
derdeveloped daughter from
a potentially painful ro-
mance (which ends more
happily, and in which Ms.
O’Hara also starred).

Mr. Guettel, the grandson
of Richard Rodgers, is
drawn to darkness, but more
than that to stories of peo-
ple facing turbulence in
their lives. And while their
romance begins with breezy
speed—they are happily
married shortly into the
show—Joe and Kirsten have
barely had time for a honey-
moon before their fondness
for booze begins to rend the
fabric of their promising

THEATER REVIEW | CHARLES ISHERWOOD

A Marriage’s Intoxicating Decline

This musical from Adam Guettel and Craig Lucas follows the tragic plunge of a couple into alcoholism

young lives.

The musical, directed at a
brisk pace by Michael Greif,
is set in the 1950s, and to
some degree reflects the less
than enlightened ideas about
alcoholism of the period, and
the movie. Joe, a public-rela-
tions man whose work in-
volves jollying along clients
with cocktails, cajoles the
teetotaling Kirsten into hav-
ing just one drink—a brandy
Alexander. Only a few scenes
later, Kirsten is alone at
home with their young child,
with Joe out of town, seek-
ing solace for her loneliness
in stronger stuff—and burn-
ing down the apartment. The
musical’s primary flaw, de-
rived from the movie, is its
fractured narrative, which
seems to lurch between
highs and lows as in a game
of Chutes and Ladders.

Still, Mr. Lucas has jetti-
soned some of the more lu-
rid angles of the film—as
when Joe slips up on his so-

Kelli O’Hara and Brian d’Arcy James, above, and Ms. O’Hara
and Ella Dane Morgan, below, in ‘Days of Wine and Roses’
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briety and is soon writhing
in a straitjacket. And he and
Mr. Guettel have subtly en-
hanced the characters’ psy-
chological fragility. Mr.
James’s Joe brushes off a
question about his Korean
War experience, suggesting
that trauma still lurks. And
we see clearly here how
Kirsten retains a sense of
isolation from being locked
out of the deep love be-
tween her parents. A
stricken look on Ms.
O’Hara’s face, when she in-
troduces Joe to her gruff,
disapproving father (Byron
Jennings), speaks volumes.

Mr. Guettel’s score pays
tribute to the jazz of the pe-
riod (and perhaps to Henry
Mancini’s movie soundtrack),
with Kirsten singing a woozy
bebop-flavored tune when in
her cups. His orchestrations,
for just six musicians who
sound like at least twice as
many, are marvels of delicate
complexity, with superb use
of percussion and reed in-
struments.

Always a composer of
intricacy, Mr. Guettel
mostly eschews traditional
musical-theater forms and
simplified melodies; his lyr-
ics here are sometimes con-
versational, sometimes
fragmentary, reflecting the
characters’ muddled
psyches and their conflict-
ing desires: for the high
and the happy blur of
booze, but also stable
ground upon which their
marriage can right itself.
Music and lyrics reflect
both aspects in the duet
“Evanesce,” as Kirsten
sings, “I'm leaning out the
window, I’'m running with a
knife,” to which Joe ri-
postes, “I'm riding on an
arrow, I'm running for my
life.” Then, together, “I
have you now, you are all I
need.” In a single song, we
see the dynamic that runs
throughout the show: abid-
ing love at war with de-
structive impulses.

Mr. James, a Tony nomi-
nee for “Into the Woods,”

portrays Joe as a loving
husband haunted by self-
doubt he cannot acknowl-
edge. His superlative perfor-
mance expands emotionally
as Joe begins to understand
the abyss that potentially
awaits them, and grows
more protective of their
daughter, Lila (a marvel-
ously matter-of-fact Ella
Dane Morgan).

Ms. O’Hara, best known
for sunny-side-up perfor-
mances in the classic musi-
cals “South Pacific” and “The
King and L,” pushes into

Byron Jennings, Brian d’Arcy
James and Kelli O’Hara

darker territory here without
letting the effort show. The
richness and purity of her so-
prano at its height occasion-
ally had me feeling almost
transported outside the
haunted realms of the show.
But the sheer beauty of her
singing illuminates the still
hopeful soul shackled to a
body and mind in thrall to a
pernicious disease. It’s a
heartrending, unforgettable
performance—perhaps Ms.
O’Hara’s finest to date.

In the devastating final
scene, Kirsten softly asks,

“Wouldn’t it be wonderful if
we could go back to the be-
ginning and start all over?”
The tragedy is not that they
can’t, but that even if they
could they would probably
still stumble down the same
dark path.

Days of Wine and Roses
Atlantic Theater Company
Linda Gross Theater, 336 W.
20th St, New York, $92-$162,
646-989-7996, closes July 16

Mr. Isherwood is the
Journal’s theater critic.
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SPORTS

Oklahoma City
Even in a week stuffed
with an NBA Finals, a
'/ Stanley Cup, an awk-
ward PGA-LIV elope-
ment, the French Open,
Lionel Messi mulling senior living
in Miami, and a billow of soot blan-
keting the East Coast and wiping
out a night of Yankees and Phillies
baseball, I am telling you:

I feel like I'm stepping into the
center of the sports universe.

It’s the Women’s College World
Series championship: Florida State
versus the mighty University of
Oklahoma. A best-of-three finale
for the NCAA Division I softball ti-
tle.

I’'ve wanted to come to this for
years. The women’s CWS—the
eight-team, double-elimination
tournament that kicked off on June
1—has been growing in reputation
as one of the most delightful spec-
tacles in sports. On TV, it’s lively,
unpretentious and almost never
boring. The team camaraderie is
amazing, the games run seven in-
nings and they usually finish at a
reasonable hour.

What’s not to like?

“Each year it gets better and
better, because people are realizing
what a fun game it is,” Sinah
Goode tells me. A softball obses-
sive, the 78-year-old Goode has
been coming to the women’s CWS
since its humble beginnings in
Omabha, Neb., when it was put on
by the Association for Intercolle-
giate Athletics for Women (AIAW).

“It was the best-kept secret
around,” Goode says.

No longer. THE GREATEST
SHOW ON DIRT, they call this tour-
nament now. Last year, the TV rat-
ings for the Women’s College
World Series final were higher than
those for the men’s baseball Col-
lege World Series final. It may hap-
pen again this year.

A Dbig reason: There is a charis-
matic Goliath. Women’s college
softball has itself a historic super
team: the University of Oklahoma,
the local concern from down the
road in Norman. The double-de-
fending 2022 and 2021 champions
entered this series with a record of
59-1, riding a 51-game winning
streak as they kick up controversy
over whether they’re too cocky and
celebrate minor moments (walks,
singles, defensive plays) like

JASON GAY

The Best-Kept Secret in College Sports

The Women'’s College World Series has great action, obsessed fans and an in-state super team

Jordy Bahl, right, celebrates during Oklahoma’s victory in Game 1 of the Women’s College World Series final.

they’re game-winning dramatics.

Meh, whatever. They sure look
like they’re having fun. Love OU,
hate OU—truth is, you’re probably
going to lose to OU.

The softball Sooners might be
Oklahoma’s hottest ticket going.
Head coach Patty Gasso has now
led OU to seven national titles, has
a career winning percentage of
more than 80%, and is starting to
enter that Saban/Summitt/Geno
airspace. Playing a championship to
a home state crowd has to be a
boost, but hey: You still have to
win it.

On Wednesday I can hear the
tailgating at the USA Softball Hall
of Fame Stadium before I see it.
Lauryn Hill’s “Doo Wop (That
Thing)” cranks from an SUV
speaker. Fans—almost all in Sooner

crimson—sit in crimson visors on
lawn chairs under crimson tents.
An impressive line snakes out of
the merch tent. I encounter the
first gender reveal party I've ever
seen at a tailgate. A balloon pops
blue dust. It’s gonna to be a boy!

The crowd’s pumped and ready.
Then, as the first pitch approaches,
there’s a weather evacuation due to
lightning, clearing the players and
the entire stadium.

Oklahoma. It happens.

We get going about an hour
later, at 8:10 p.m. local. In the
pitching circle for Oklahoma is
Jordy Bahl, the two-time Big 12
pitcher of the year whose season
stats entering the game look like a
typographical error: 21-1, 0.97 ERA,
179 strikeouts in 137 innings. Bahl’s
windup is an eccentric flourish—

she swings her right arm back and
forth, then rocks her glove side to
side as if she’s cradling a newborn,
before launching her delivery. She
routinely hits 70 MPH from 43 feet.
Woof.

Bahl cruises through the first,
1-2-3.

Then, in the bottom of the in-
ning, there’s another evacuation for
lightning. This time the crowd is
more ambivalent about fleeing. The
stadium DJ passes time with an all-
weather playlist, Morrison war-
bling “Riders on the Storm.”

We’re back around 9 p.m. I sit in
the lower bowl with Goode, the 78-
year-old superfan who says she’s
been to a couple dozen WCWS.
Wild fact: Goode was an early soft-
ball coach at QU, in 1973, when it
was a mere club sport. Wilder fact:

Goode got the job after the prior
coach was injured when her bicycle
collided with a squirrel.

“They had to get somebody,” she
says. “That was me.”

Softball has changed dramati-
cally since then—the CWS, and
softball players themselves, some
of whom are national phenoms be-
fore they get to campus. Goode
marvels at the top-to-bottom ath-
leticism and the ability to make

jaw-dropping plays in the field.

Late in Game 1, Florida State’s left
fielder Kaley Mudge makes a leap-
ing grab over the wall to rob Okla-
homa of a three-run homer; (Okla-
homa’s Jayda Coleman returns the
favor in Game 2.)

That it definitely is. Baseball has
finally installed a pitch clock and
picked up its pace, but college soft-
ball has long felt like a jolt of caf-
feine. So do these explosive Soon-
ers. Oklahoma inevitably breaks
through over Florida State with
three runs in the fourth inning—
Bahl, jumping in as a pinch runner,
streaks across the plate for one—
and they add a couple more in the
fifth and the sixth to take a 5-0
lead.

Bahl wraps it in the seventh—
strikeout, strikeout, walk, ground
out to the pitcher. It’s a two-hit,
10-K complete game shutout, an-
other masterpiece from the Soon-
ers ace.

Afterwards, Gasso says her team
seemed uncharacteristically rushed
after the weather delays, before
settling into a calm, familiar
groove.

“We’re back to our old selves,”
the Oklahoma coach says.

They are. Oklahoma gets it done
Thursday night, Bahl on in relief to
close out Florida State in a 3-1 vic-
tory and seal the three-peat.

The Sooners are the team of
their era, and perhaps any era,
playing before a sea of confident
fans in a jubilant event that should
be on anyone’s list. The WCWS
may not actually be the center of
the sports universe, but it sure
feels like the place to be.

NATE BILLINGS/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Jamal Murray and Nikola Jokic both had triple-doubles in Game 3.

The Nuggets Have Made
A Simple Play Unstoppable

BY ROBERT O’CONNELL

Miami
DESCRIBING THE INTERPLAY be-
tween Nikola Jokic and Jamal Mur-
ray presents the same challenge as
stopping it: it’s built on a language
all its own. “They know how to
communicate with each other with-
out even speaking, just reading and
playing off of each other,” Denver
Nuggets coach Michael Malone said
recently. “No matter how you guard
that, there’s a counter to it.”

In Wednesday night’s Game 3 of
the NBA Finals against the Miami
Heat, Denver’s two-time-MVP cen-
ter and its combustible point guard
had a historic conversation. Jokic
put up 32 points, 21 rebounds and
10 assists, the first such line in the
more than 70-year history of the Fi-
nals; Murray tallied 34, 10 and 10.
They became the only teammates
ever to register matching 30-point
triple-doubles in any NBA game as
the Nuggets won 109-94 to take a
two games to one lead.

“I don’t care,” Jokic said post-
game. “It’s just a stat.”

More impressive than the num-
bers was how they were compiled,
via the most common play in bas-
ketball. Over and over, Denver ran a
pick-and-roll: Jokic hauling his
broad shoulders into the path of
Murray’s defender, Murray drib-
bling quickly around.

That simple action led to limit-
€less offshoots. Jokic stepped into
Ethe lane or backtracked beyond the
E 3-point arc; Murray shuttled him
2 passes for push shots or jumpers. A
gMiami player snared himself on Jo-
2 kic’s elbow; Murray leapt and fired.
§ The panicked Heat defense
= swarmed Jokic as the ball arrived,

and he tapped it along to where a
third teammate had snuck, wide
open, to the rim.

“It’s not really X’s and 0’s,” Mur-
ray said. “It’s just reading the game
and trusting that the other is going
to make the right play. If he throws
it to me, he knows and expects
what to see from me, and he knows
the mood I'm in.”

The pinnacle, on a night with
many qualifying moments to choose
from, may have come early in the
third quarter, in which Denver
pushed a five-point halftime lead as
high as 19. Murray maneuvered
around a screen, and both of Mi-
ami’s best defenders, Jimmy Butler
and Bam Adebayo, rushed to dou-
ble-team him. Sensing that his
teammate was unmarked, Murray
whirled a pass to Jokic, who faked a
shot, strolled past an out-of-posi-
tion Adebayo and tossed in a layup.
In the space of three seconds, what
looked like a trap had transformed
into a bucket.

“It’s not an easy task to do,” But-
ler said of stopping the pair. “If we
want to win, we are going to have
to figure it out.”

Maybe the only point of dis-
agreement comes when the two
players evaluate one another. “He’s
our best player,” said Jokic last
month, after Murray made six 3-
pointers to lead the Nuggets to a
win in the conference semifinals
against the Phoenix Suns.

Days later, Murray called Jokic’s
case for MVP—he finished second
to Philadelphia’s Joel Embiid this
season—*“self-explanatory.” Murray
expanded on his thoughts Wednes-
day night. “His touch, his creativity,
his no-look passes, his IQ—I could
g0 down the line,” he said.

Saudi Arabia

By JosHUA ROBINSON
AND ANDREW BEATON

hen Saudi Arabia first de-

cided to exert its influence

on global sports around five
years ago, the Kingdom wasn’t even
the biggest player in its own region.
It hosted an occasional tennis exhi-
bition or second-tier motor racing
event. The future seemed to belong
to its neighbors, the United Arab
Emirates and Qatar.

But the past year—and in partic-
ular the past week—has made it
clear where the power and the fu-
ture of its sports ambitions really
lie. The Saudi takeover isn’t just be-
ginning. It has fully arrived.

On Tuesday, the LIV Golf circuit
backed by the country’s sovereign-
wealth fund agreed to merge with
the PGA Tour, putting its vast
riches behind one of the U.S.’s pre-
eminent sports institutions through
sheer force of wealth. After an ugly
public brawl, the Kingdom’s money
won out and the governor of the
country’s Public Investment Fund
now sits as the chairman of their
joint venture.

At the same time, the Saudis are
spending billions of dollars to in-
crease their gravity in soccer, the
world’s most popular sport.

Since buying the Premier League
team Newecastle United in 2021, PIF
has set its sights on luring the big-
gest stars in the sport to the des-
ert.

Its efforts were initially mocked.
Newcastle was seen as a bargain

™

Yasir Al-Rumayyan, left, is the governor of Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund and a golf fanatic.

Ramps Up Its Global Push

bin acquisition at a time when the
Premier League’s marquee teams
weren’t on the market. But Newcas-
tle finished the season fourth in the
standings this year and earned the
Saudi flagship a spot in next sea-
son’s Champions League, which will
require even more expensive up-
grades to the roster. This summetr,
the club’s owners expect to spend
at least $100 million on Newcastle.

Saudi also supersized its ambi-
tions for its own domestic league.
Cristiano Ronaldo was the first
marquee soccer signing in January.
At 37, he had been unable to find a
suitable European team to join fol-
lowing his exit from Manchester
United, only for Al-Nassr to make
him likely the highest paid athlete
in the world with an annual salary
worth more than $100 million. It
was seen as a desperation deal for
Ronaldo in the sunset of his career.

Yet other superstars are now fol-
lowing. This week, Ballon d’Or win-
ner Karim Benzema also made the
move to Saudi, joining Al-Ittihad for
another astronomical salary. No
matter who else joins, PIF delivered
an unmistakable signal of intent
this week when it announced that
the fund was taking over the Saudi
league’s top four clubs, through var-
ious entities, to finance a raid on
major soccer talent.

From the Middle East, through
Europe and now in the U.S., the
Kingdom’s message is clear: Saudi
Arabia is aiming to reshape global
sports.

Just a few years ago, the country

= §

was still a nobody on the global
sports stage. Formula 1 races were
going to nearby Abu Dhabi and Bah-
rain. Tennis and golf wanted to be
in Dubai. And the tiny emirate of
Qatar, viewed mostly by Saudi Ara-
bia as an annoyance, had been
ramping up since 2010 to host the
biggest sporting event on Earth, the
2022 World Cup.

Saudi’s own sports ramp-up be-
gan only after Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman assumed con-
trol of the country in 2017 and
pledged to expand its global influ-
ence. Prince Mohammed set about
with a Vision 2030 program for the
country. One by one, major sporting
events began cropping up in the
desert. The biggest milestone came
in 2019 when Saudi organized the
heavyweight title fight between
Andy Ruiz Jr. and Anthony Joshua
in the desert outside Riyadh for a
$60 million purse.

“Right now, you've just got to
mention the Middle East and the
fighters say, ‘How much?’ ” Eddie
Hearn, the fight’s British promoter,
said at the time. “There’s no fight
fee in the world that’s going to
compete with the potential money
to bring major sporting events to
this region.”

That same year, the Kingdom
dipped its toe into golf when it
started hosting a tournament then
on the European Tour.

It’s no coincidence that Yasir Al-
Rumayyan, PIF’s governor, is a golf
fanatic. And soon, PIF had bigger
ideas: its very own golf tour.

ANDY RAIN/EPA/SHUTTERSTOCK
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OPINION

The GOP Gets to Harvesting

Ask National
Republican
Senatorial
Committee
Chairman
Steve Daines

POTOMAC what Republi-
WATCH cans got
By Kimberley wrong lthe
A. Strassel ~ Past two elec-

tions, and

he’d have a
list. Somewhere near the top
would be that snowstorm in
Nevada.

Democrats spent the
months before the 2022 elec-
tion pushing their Silver State
supporters to get ballots in
early, banking a lead. Republi-
cans chose to hope their peo-
ple showed up on the day—a
day that blanketed the Silver
State in wind, rain and snow,
discouraging turnout. GOP
Senate candidate Adam Laxalt
lost that race by 8,000 votes,
or about four per precinct. If
only a few more Republicans
had used the mail.

If we want to beat ‘em, we’ll
have to join ’em. That’s the
new rallying cry from Republi-
can leaders when it comes to
early voting and ballot har-
vesting, an overdue course
correction for a party that’s
getting skunked by Democrats
at the ground game. Republi-
can leaders realize they aren’t
rolling back anytime soon the
mail-in and early-voting sys-
tems that continue to prolifer-
ate across the country. After
years of conditioning GOP vot-
ers that the only safe vote is
an Election Day vote, Republi-
cans now see a vote as a
vote—one to get whenever
and however they can.

Republican National Com-
mittee Chairwoman Ronna
McDaniel this week unveiled a
new campaign—dubbed “Bank
Your Vote”—focused on get-
ting conservatives to lock in
their preference “through in-
person early voting, absentee
voting, and ballot harvesting
where legal,” explains the
press release. She was backed
by National Republican Con-
gressional Committee Chair-
man Richard Hudson and Mr.
Daines, who appointed col-
leagues to co-chair the new
effort. “One of Chairman
Daines’ top priorities for the
2024 cycle is turning election
day into election month,” says
NRSC communications direc-
tor Mike Berg.

At least Republicans are on
to the real problem. Donald
Trump’s wild claims of Vene-
zuelan-hacked voting ma-
chines diverted the party from
what mattered: the left’s
yearslong campaign to harness
alternate forms of voting to its
advantage. That campaign was
behind former Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s priority mission of
passing a federal takeover of
state election law, which
would have required online
voter registration, absentee
and early voting, even prepaid
postage for ballots.

It was behind the flurry of
Democratic lawsuits during
the pandemic pushing states
to adopt many of the same
provisions, which the left used
to stack up votes. In states
that allow ballot harvesting,
Democrats  simultaneously
honed sophisticated opera-
tions to collect absentee bal-
lots, one house at a time. The

GOP response was to warn
about fraud—giving Demo-
crats an added boost by de-
moralizing some in the con-
servative base out of voting
altogether.

According to the U.S. Elec-
tion Project, 42.5% of the early
vote in the 2022 midterms
came from Democrats; 33.8%
from Republicans. Republicans

After leaving ballots
on the table in 2022,
the party finally
warms to early voting.

routinely show up in greater
numbers on Election Day,
though that’s not cutting it.
How many more didn’t show
because of weather, illness, a
work problem, a flat tire or re-
ports of long lines? How many
felt an impulse to cast a ballot
in October but lost enthusiasm
by November? Any party that
is voting for 30 days will have
an advantage over the party
that is voting for 12 hours. In
today’s tight election environ-
ment, ignoring that reality is
GOP suicide.

GOP operatives say the pri-
ority is a unified message
from Republican leaders: It’s
OK to vote early. And many
Republican primary candi-
dates are already joining party
heads to embrace the strategy.
Ron DeSantis was recently
filmed telling a voter that he’s
creating his own ballot har-
vesting operation, as he
chooses not to “fight with one
hand tied behind my back.”

Even Mr. Trump in March
called on supporters to swamp
“the left with mail-in votes,
early votes and Election Day
votes.” The Bank Your Vote
initiative is planning TV ad
buys to broadcast that mes-
sage, while using mailers and
the digital space to educate
voters on their state laws—
how to vote early, how to get
an absentee ballot, what dates
allow early in-person voting,
which have Sunday voting—
and push them to lock in.

Republicans (like Demo-
crats before them) will then
obtain lists of voters who
have requested ballots and
set up ballot-chasing pro-
grams. In many states, that
means knocking on doors and
prodding voters to get their
votes in that day. In states
that allow ballot harvesting,
it will mean paid field opera-
tives who outright collect fin-
ished ballots. Republicans op-
erated such a harvesting
program in California last
year and credit it with help-
ing deliver victories that
proved crucial to the GOP
takeover of the House.

Mail-in ballots and election
month aren’t ideal, but “ideal”
is increasingly an antonym for
“politics.” Easier and longer
elections are here, likely to
stay. Republicans are right to
push for election-integrity
laws that make these systems
as secure, efficient and trans-
parent as possible (which in-
cludes rejecting universal vote
by mail). They are just as right
to embrace today’s rules for
what they are—and squeeze
out every advantage.

Write to kim@wsj.com.

The Crown Prince Gambles With Modernity

HOUSES OF Riyadh,
WORSHIP Saudi Arabia
By Armin This city
Rosen doesn’t boast
many famil-
iar land-

marks, but there’s no shortage
of things to look at while stuck
in traffic. One wonders about
the National Center for Vege-
tation Cover’s work in a coun-
try that tends to have an al-
most lunar absence of plant
life. What’s the role of a Hu-
man Rights Commission in an
absolute monarchy? The of-
fices for the General Presi-
dency for the Promotion of
Virtue and the Prevention of
Vices, housed inside a drab
rectangular building in what
used to be the center of the
mostly demolished Old City, is
now among the least-mysteri-
ous government headquarters
in the kingdom. They’re twid-
dling their thumbs in there,
one well-informed local as-
sured me during a recent visit
to the Saudi capital.

Saudi Arabia’s religious po-
lice once exerted vast control.
Women couldn’t venture out-
side unless wearing a face-cov-
ering black abaya. Unaccompa-
nied men, whom the
authorities worried would in-
teract with female shoppers,
weren’t allowed to enter malls.
Men and women seen together
risked the attention of the
vice-and-virtue squad.

The religious cops became
irrelevant under Mohammed
bin Salman, 37, who was made
crown prince in 2017. As part
of a larger reform package,
which began the year prior
when MBS was still deputy
crown prince, the religious po-

lice were prohibited from at-
tempting to enforce their rules
against non-Muslims and
barred from asking people
whether they were Muslim.
Now helpless before a woman
with her face or hair uncov-
ered, the religious police’s only
recourse is to call the actual
police, giving them no more
coercive power than the aver-
age Saudi subject.

This defanging has helped
bring on Saudi Arabia’s current
era of grands prix and desert
techno festivals. Before the re-
forms Saudi Arabia promoted
Wahhabism around the world;
now it’s more interested in con-
quering professional golf than
in making the world safe for
Muslim fundamentalism. But
this change crystallizes the
risks of the crown prince’s re-
forms. The regime is telling the
populace that its old policies
were unjust. Given that the
country isn’t on any kind of
path to democracy, its people
have no choice but to trust that
its government has corrected
its mistakes.

Religion makes this maneu-
ver even more complicated.
The government that orga-
nizes the Hajj, the annual pil-
grimage, and oversees Islam’s
two holiest sites, Mecca and
Medina, is trying to strengthen
itself by telling its people and
the wider Muslim world that
its former approach to religion
and state was flawed.

This reversal invites real
risks. After the Arab Spring of
the early 2010s, it appeared that
republican theocrats backed by
popular Islamist movements
were the future of the Middle
East. The Islamists, most of

them pledging allegiance to the
transnational Muslim Brother-
hood, had long sought to re-
place both military dictator-
ships and monarchies with
entirely new systems of govern-
ment. Saudi Arabia, like other
Arab states, had a long history
of using religious conservatism
to head off such challenges.

In an ideal Islamist state
there is a close correspondence
between religion and state pol-
icy. But in Saudi Arabia the king
is an essentially secular ruler

In Saudi Arabia, pro
golf and desert techno
festivals are in, while

religious cops are out.
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who doesn’t govern on God’s
behalf in the way of, say, Iran’s
supreme leader. Instead, he is
an element of a larger order ex-
isting within a religious frame-
work that encompasses every-
one, including him. Statecraft
and diplomacy are thought to
be outside the strict purview of
religious authority, which is
meant to govern private con-
duct and public morality.

For decades, religious social
control helped manage the
threat of internal rebellion
while insulating the birthplace
of Islam against the perversions
of the wider world. As one
Saudi decision-maker put it to
me: “The country self-isolated
out of concern the faith would
be lost. That’s nonsense.”

But it’s only nonsense in ret-
rospect. Paradoxically, the
crown prince’s reforms have

proceeded smoothly because
the society is still deeply con-
servative. Abayas are widely
worn but not mandatory. Coffee
shops have mosques in the back.
There is a public ban on alcohol,
and mixed company is unusual
even at the hipper cafes.

“Communities have very
strong social values that stem
from religion but go beyond it,”
said a young consultant who
worked on the economic aspects
of the crown prince’s reform
package and is now in graduate
school in the U.S. “Values are
strongly rooted in the social
fabric. They’re community-
driven. They’re not enforced by
the government. People adhere
to them. People like them.”

Saudi traditionalism, and a
growing nationalism, has
slowed the pace of change. But
MBS’s reforms assume that the
benefits of modernity can be
captured without hastening
their destabilizing costs. The
government’s vision of its cen-
tral place in Islam hasn’t been
lost with the end of the virtue
police. Officials boast that the
country will soon be giving out
a record one million visas a
month for Umrah, non-Hajj pil-
grimages to Mecca.

At the same time, a beach
resort near the planned city of
Neom is expected to receive
the first alcohol license in
Saudi history. If there’s a con-
tradiction here, MBS is con-
vinced he can effectively man-
age it. He turns 38 in August,
which means he’s young
enough to find out whether
he’s right.

Mr. Rosen is a staff writer
for Tablet magazine.

Somebody Needs to ‘Bug’ Donald Trump

By Joseph Epstein

he question of who will

take on Donald Trump in

debates looms. Not that
Mr. Trump is a brilliant debater;
rather that he doesn’t mind in-
sulting his opponents. In 2016
he commented on Ted Cruz’s
wife, Chris Christie’s weight and
Marco Rubio’s height. Lately
he’s mocked Ron DeSantis as
“DeSanctimonious” and Asa
Hutchinson as “Ada.”

What I find curious is that
Mr. Trump is so eminently in-
sultable, and yet none of his
opponents have stepped for-
ward to do so. His hairdo, his
skin color, his weight, his his-
tory with women, his igno-
rance of history and culture—
he is attackable on these and
more fronts. Some Republican
candidates for president have
claimed they don’t wish to de-
scend to his level of insult;
others may feel not adept at
invective. This time they might
not have a choice.

At Nicholas Senn High
School on Chicago’s far north-
side, which I attended in the
early 1950s, personal attack
was a speciality. At least it was
among the cadre of Jewish boys
who hung out at a lunch shop
called Harry’s. Each of us was a
Don Rickles in the making. We
called what we did “bugging.”

Lessons in the art

of the insult from my
high-school buddies.

Any physical flaw was open
to bugging. A boy with a large
nose named Bob Cole became
“José Nosay.” Billy Greengoss,
who was slightly overweight,
became “The Swine.” Lloyd
Stein, in a basketball game
against a rival school, shot an
air ball while at the free-throw
line and became “Willy Lump
Lump.” A boy whose last name
was Pool became—of course—

“Cess.” Parents were fair
game. A friend came by one
evening and found my mother
in a housecoat with a leopard
pattern. She became forever
after, in a bug against me, “Ti-
ger Lady.”

I don’t believe Mr. Trump
would have done well at
Harry’s. Let us begin with his
preposterous hairdo. I can eas-
ily hear one of the boyos say-
ing, “You know, Donny, with
the money you spend on hair
dye and spray, we could easily
clear the national debt.” As for
his tan, I hear him being asked
how long he has to keep his
head in orange juice to achieve
that color. His weight would be
taken into account by suggest-
ing he wear another of those
long red ties on the back of his
neck to cover up his ample ca-
boose. On his less than subtle
knowledge of the Constitution,
he might be asked if he really
interprets the Second Amend-
ment, the right to bear arms,
as the right to wear short-

sleeve shirts. About his esca-
pades with women, don’t ask.
This is a family newspaper.

Mr. Christie has said one
reason he’s jumping into the
race is to lay into Mr. Trump. I
hope he does so, and that oth-
ers join him. I don’t really see
that they have any choice, for
Mr. Trump is sure to come af-
ter them.

Some might argue that to
meet him insult for insult
would be to lower the tone of
our national political life, di-
vesting it of such dignity as it
has traditionally had. But Mr.
Trump has already done that
over the past eight years.
Meanwhile, how pleasant it
would be to hear one of his Re-
publican rivals, after being in-
sulted by Mr. Trump, return:
“Ah, bugging are we, Donald?
About your hair . . .”

Mr. Epstein is author, most
recently, of “The Novel, Who
Needs 1It?,” forthcoming in
July.

BOOKSHELF | By Peter Tonguette

More Than
Just ‘The Wite’

Jessica Lange

By Anthony Uzarowski
(Kentucky, 222 pages, $34.95)

and as permanently—as that of Jessica Lange. Despite

boasting an unusually artsy background, Ms. Lange’s
earliest film roles required little of her beyond her obvious
physical beauty: She starred as the ingénue in the misbegotten
remake of “King Kong” (1976) and, more intriguingly but no
more demandingly, as the spectral-like angel of death in “All
That Jazz” (1979).

Enter the maverick director Bob Rafelson, who prided
himself as a spotter of unfairly neglected tale