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HUI1RICANE BILL. 

CHAPTER I. 

FEATS IN THE SADDLE. 

Sun1LL cries and loud cl!ecrs-tlle confused trampling of 

hoofs-the neighing of horses-Urn lou<l bellowing of utfrigut
ed cattle-mingled with an occasional peal of musical lauglt
ter <ir little screams of udmiration at some lu<licrous mislrnp 
01· more than usu».lly adroit feat. 

_A h,rge corral, coutaiui11g <Wea· a bumlrrd bulls, now 
wn,ugh t up t.o al most madness l>y the borst>mt:n w Lo <.lasl.ic.�d 
to and fro upon their fiery little mustangs, dextrously avoid
ing the many vkivus turusls made by tbe stout-horned ani
ma.Js with au u.ddre�s little sliort. of marvelous. Aud through 
this seemiug confusion, the horsemen separated the animals 
selected by the raucuero, wllo sat upon a fine mustang out
side the corral, from t lie main body with their Jong lances, 
and drove them into a second and smulle1· inclosurc l>eside 
the stuud upon whicll stood the ladies. 

Tl.le vnried exclamations of tlJe fair specta101-s were, as 
With one accord, merged into n. clenr, musical cry of wondc:r
ing admiration, aud tlieir scarfs fluttered in n. silken cloud. 
This out.burst was occasioucd by a feat performed by one of 
the riders-a volunteer, who l.iad · ull'eady displayed more __ 
tlian common tlextt!l'ity. 

A. sudden turn and sul'ge of tile entire body of excited 
bulls had pen twd It im up in one coruer of the corral, j m;t 
giving him time .to turn bis mustang a11Ll prepare for desper� 
ate work. A single yc.·ll-a dig of lite lJcttvy spurs und 
stroke of the blood-stained q11il't, caused the mustnng to •·l'isc 
like a bird, fairly clearing the tl1reutcning lwrus of tlJe fore
most oulls, aligllting bcuvily upou tlle s�a of broad, shining 
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backs. A loud bellow of  terror- a shri J I  nei gh-a ringing 
yel l as the cruel ra.whide h isses th rough the  nir ; nncJ tbe 
musta.ng m adly ;11u ngcd forward-only to foll npon i ts shle 
and s i n k  between t i le  y ie ld ing l>odie�, to be trample<l out of 
al l semblHnce of 1 i fe by the sh arp, cloven hoofs. But t he  
riuer ? Ile parted from h is horse and w i l h  ag i l e  bounds, 
leaped from one hnck to another until, with a light spring, 
he stood safe nnd sound upon the �and beyonJ. Tuen it was 
that the fair  s1wctators gave ven t to  their feel i ngs ; and, with
out one l ook toward the s t i ll bellowing bu] ]s, the cavalier 
dropped h is soml>rC'ro and bowed low, untii the long, elf-l ike 
locks of jelty black hair hal f conceal ed his face. 

The arrangements nre not tlwse of a " bull-figh t ;" tuen 
what sport is on the l ':1pis ? Someth ing Je�s pretentious, yet 
scarcely Jess in tercst ing-t l ie game of " Oolea de Toros," or 
" tai l i ng the  bn l l ,'' ad ded to others, tts el gallo-" tlrn cock," 
etc. In fin<', ' t is a " feast day." 

" .Mi'·rn-look yon<lcr !"' nbrnptly cried one of  the ladie�, 
poin t i ng  w i t h  one  t npcr finger to n poin t  far beyond  the  cor-
n1.I .  h b:<ttra,ngcro8 !" 

" Some of our  more distan t friends who have hcanl of our 
feast ,  Carmel a," repl ied her compan ion. 

" Not so, Isidora-t he ir  dress is uot thnt of our people. 
'l'hey arc mol'C l i ke these he rdics-thcsc terrible Yanqucs of 
w h om we hear so much talk.'' 

" I hope-Our La dy grnn t thn.t they-nrny hr. I" half  J aughe<l 
Isidora ,  ller blnck eyes sparkl ing. " They are men-men who 
can defend the h eart they have won !" 

" And father-and Luis ; are not tltey men ?" reproS1chfully 
repl ied Carmela ; hut Isidora made n o  reply. 

8he was watch ing t h e  rapidly approaching horsemen. 
And  so were n l l  tlie others. A stranger wus looked upon 
w i t h  snspicion hi that loue region. When first the  dust
c}ond was observed, quick glances were in terchanged. The 
same thonght could he rend in  the eyes of al l .  Were the 
.A pa ches-tbat terrible scourge of  the desert-were the Apa
ches coming ? 

At a long, steady lope the borsemen adv-anced, nor d id  
th ey drn.w re in  unt i l w ith in  two score ynrds of the ns
seml>lcll l\fcxicans. Then one, mounted upon a black mus-
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tang of uncommon size nnd beauty, raised h is hand and cried, 
in a cleur, r inging tone : 

" You need n't be nfcarcd, gentJ cmen-we nin't on  the wnr
path,  je�l now , but-" 

" Afraid I" eC'lwed the bl ack :Mexican, who had so nnr
rowly e�c11ped t h e  d <>n th  t lt'\t ov(;r took li i s  mnsl a ng, ns he 
spurred h is frn;h mount forward a pace. " A fraid-and of 
only two l 1 ere tics !'' 

" Easy, t hnr, grenser-you cni n't put on fri lls over we-unf3. 
We ain' L t ic l,s nu r  tlc·as, nut.lier. Ef you wnnt to know our 
handles, t llis 'rre chap's cal l ed Hurricane Bi l l-,, 

" Of t!Je  Che rokee Nnl ion, pa.rd-put. the llull figgcr down ," 
qu ickly iutern;p t ed the o ther stranger. 

-t llunicane Bi l l ,  of  tLe Cherokee Nat ion,  then, nn' I'm 
cal led :Must ang Sam ," qnietly 1 Hlded the  speaker. 

The dark-hrowed l\'lf'xicttn fe l l  buck, --h is countennnce turn
ing' u.n nslu:n bue, whi le a sl igl 1 t  stir -ran t h rough tue crowd. 
It  was cvi<.kn l  1 1ml l lH·y had htnnl of tbrsc unmts befon•. 
Then one-a grizzly-haired nrnn ,  of open conntl'mrnce , rode 
forwnrd,  w i t h  ou tstre tched hund, s1-,· i 1 1g, pol i tely : 

" Senor�, you nre wtlcomc l , cre. Vve have h eard of you . 
-us who li uve uot ? Bu t kt hygones go. You proved you r
s<:l vts brave cuemirs, anµ though I lwvc <•ftcu wislwd 1 0  
mtrl you wh i l e  figh t i ng for my country, I am proud now to 
salute you ns friends." 

" You do us proud ,  boss," heartily said M,, sbrng Sttm, ns 
he grnspc<l the proffor('d lr nnd. " Ef all grea�er8 'd  'a' been 
l ike you we wouldn't  'u' hed so mnch scri mmagiu'. But t ltnr 
-es you say, let t l.J e  past s1 idP. We're out on t he  loose, now, 
Bill an' me, lookiu' fer fun. We h\1ud tel l o' yonr S'!)orts np 
here, an' so rid over to take a lJ anJ in,  cf  you'd  no ol>jtc- · 
tions." 

Don :Munez exprt·ssccl h is plea�ure, and t hC'n in t rodnccd 
the strn 11gers to h i s  friends, u ftcr w h ich Lu i�, h is �( in ,  in 
obed ience probably t o  a s l ight. si :.�nal from l ab sit'ter lf;idon, ,  
<-sconed I l i < 'lll to the stand  w l.Juc I he lad it's wne. In _ _ the 
i nt r : 1dt 1cl iou that fo l lowed,  t h e honkrcrs ll id not n p1wur to 
the !Jest of udvnn tag< .. , ncllrnJ ly  sc<·ming ba�h ful and t imid lw
fore the two-score brig!J t C)'f'S tli at b('Hln(�<l upon t h <'m  f u l l  
o f  interest and curiosi ty ; for the fai r senoritas lrnd Leard 
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mnny accou n t�  o f  t l 1c  reckle�s dar ing and wonderful ski 1 1  of 
t he  Texan 8couts who  had w rough t  t hc i l' forces so much i n  .. 
j ury d ur i 1 1g the  wnr n:cf' n t l y  ended. 

Truly, t hey formed a notab le  cou lrnst to the  d ,mioutive, 
al mo:- t  cffeminal e  l\·foxic!lllS. 

" H urr icane  Bi l l ,  of the  Cherokee Nation ''-ns he  h i msel r 
would in8ist upon uaving h i s t i t. le recordetl-(aud ,  reader, I 
am describing a man who  is yet l iving, whode uame and 
deeds are we l l  knoWJl to  t housand!i of western men,  particu
l ar ly thr,se l iving in sout h - W<'stern Kansas arnl the lnd i11n 
Territory) was a nw<lel of mascul ine strcngtll antl symmetry. 
Considtrauly over six feet in h igh t, h e  seeuwd l i gut-hui l t  i n  
proport ion ; but t h e  hroad shoul ders, dcf'p chest,  round body 
and small waist , the swe l l ing h ips, long th ighs and small feet ,  
were i u  admirable symmetry. I t  was al l  l>one and m nsclc ; 
Hctive as a deer, supple as a pantlwr, Ilunicane Bi l l  was 
nearly  ns strong aH a buff.do bul l .  Ilis comph>xion wus a l 
most. d azzl ingly fair, upon w h ich t h e  torr id sun seemed to 
make no impreRsion. His hair was yellow, fa11 ing in curling 
locks over u is shoul ders ; u is eyes a det�p, l,right blue ; a long 
mu�tache �haJcd h is l ip ; n smal l  imp< ·r ial  upon t he ch in . 
Ili8 garb-al l  of buck-sk in ,  save for the blue fla.nuel sll i rt  apd 
gray fel t bat-was plain and unornamented. A brace of 
Col t's revolverR, heavy size, a bow ie-kn i fe w i th a twelvc-incl.i 
blade and a short ,  ] u rge-bored r itlc compl eted h is arms. 

:Mustang Snni"* was several inches short er, yet no  l ess per
fect ly proportioned. Unl ike Hurricane Bi l l ,  he wus a perfect 
type of the " frontier dandy "-in dress, nt J etist. 

A wine-colored jacket of · fine cloth, ornamcuted wit.b but
tons of gold coi n  fl.lld tiny si lver bel l s ; a vcist of sim i l ar ma
tcrbl ,  over n. Rhirt-bosom of scarlet si l k  curiously cmhroiden·d 
w i th  th read of gol d and ,vh i te s i l k-donhtl•·i-s wrou�h t hy 
the  fi n!.' Cl'S of hwt -cut low at th L' tli roat ; lrnwsers of d ark
b lue  lJroad-cloth ,  sl :u;bcd from the  krn·l'� clo w n wa ,d ,  htc<•d 
w i 1 l i  n gol den cord , t h ickly s1 n<hkd w ith hd ls a 1 id Spn 1 1 i:-; h 
coi n s ; short  hoo t s  of cnriou�ly s tamped Cordov · 1 n leal ht·r 
covered h is fee t ,  a.rmctl w i t h  t i l e  cruel look i 1�µ: .Mexican spur�. 
Upc. u bis Lead was a sort of sk11l l-c11 p  or tul'han, worked w i th 
beads and stained qui l ls. l:l"rom oenca t h  this the jetty black 

•Sec Boadlo's Diluo Novel 801. 
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hair fell nen.r]y to  l\Iustang Sam's waist. sl igh t]y curling at 
t l1e  ends. A long, si l k en mustuchc, »rc:hed <'yel,rows nnu 
keen, h.1st rous eyes lent, firrn nPss to the olherwise effemi nnttly 
bcnu l i ful face ; for the month wns small nnd urchl'd, the red 
l i ps i;ligh tly pon t ing, the tet-th even and wh i te as peur]s, and 
a sp0t of scarlet burned up'ou e11 clJ cheek. 

Such was J\I ustung 8am - who wus !Jetter known by the 
addi t ion " l\Iad Rider "-a dn.ndy i n  npptarance, but one who 
p1·oved h imself every i nch a man, on a thousand occasions. 

" You wished to witness our games, then,  senor ?" observed 
lshlon1., ns Luis turned 1 0  obey a signal from his father from 
the ph tin below. 

" Yes, lady,» replied the borilercr, mustering Ii is best Spnn• 
ish , feel ing strangely nervous under the brigh t ,  .sparkl ing CJ es, 
nnd 1 rembling s l igh tly ns he  fel t the duin ty l i ttJe brown lrnn d  
touch h is arm. " We heard o f  i t  yeslerday, nnd so rode  th is  
way, us  w e  had no pnrticul nr ohject in view, beyond pa8siug 
awny the time. Bu t I'm glad tha t  I cnme, now." 

" Y  t'.�-tLcre wil l  be glorious �port-we have some ski l l ful 
horsemen here ,' ' Janghcd Isidora, t lwugh the quick side �dunce 
told thnt �be understood his tlionght. " But  you· wi l l  join 
them ? ,v e lrnve heard much of your riding-of your noble 
black lrnrsc--you wi l l  gratify me-us ?

,
, 

" As your kn igh t ,  1'11 not fear to  measure skil l  wi th even 
lbe gal lant  caval iers yonder--but. i f  I succeed , I shall ask you 
for the knot of ribbon at your hreast." 

Isi dora hesitated for a moment, then removed the scnrlet 
knot and  fastened it upon :Mustang Sam's broad brelist, say ing, 
lial f ser iously : 

" Thus I enlist you as my knight-do yonr devoirs gal lant
Jy, nud Our Blc�scd Lady wi l l  smi le  npon you I'' 

" I'd rather h ave your smil e8--whnt 're you lnughin' a t ,  
IIunicauc Bil l ?'' J\Iustang ndde�l ,  angrily, as a low chuckle 
met 1 1  is  ear. 

" vVho's l afil1 1' ? Cai n't n feller cougll , cf so he h e  fce1s l ike 
i t ? But panl ," IJurricnuc w hi:,pcnd ,  " you kin go it ! 'F 
I 0n1y hcd your cl 1 t.-•tk-" 

" Go to tlnrn<ler ! ' '  muttered :Mnst nng, turn ing aside. 
" See l the sport begins !" cri ed l.:shlora. 
The bars of the small i nclosure were lowered, and ts fine 
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moment more he must be crushed to  the  ground beneath the  
sharp, cutt ing µocfs or «Jse impaled upon the sllurp lwrus. 
But i t  was 011 ly for un i nstant. 

Then ,  secu ring L is foo ting, Hn�-ricane brought every ounce 
cf  h is s trcugtil i n ti> p lay, aud twist i ng ll1c bu) I '� h ead aroun1 l  
ll l 1 t i l  i ts  nose poi n ted to \\ nrd t l i c  �ky,  Im dcxtrously k ici, eu 
one forefoot from under  i t .  And t l i en ,  w i t h  a ha l f-clwketl 
bel l ow of rage and  pniu, tlie llugc uru lc  fol l  h eavi ly tu t l.ie 
ground. 

" Bul ly  fer you, Hurricune !" ycl lcLl :Mus tni!g, as he d 11shed 
pust. :,. " \Ve' l l  put a wrink le  or two on t lie greaser's horus 

t u is pop P' 
W h i le h is comrade had been t hus engngC'd, :Mustang Sam 

1rnd heen kt:t•p ing h is hu l l  in play, r i d i ng aroll nd  and rou nd 
it upon h is magn ificen t black musl }l l lg, prcvl' l l t ing it from 
l f:,�v i 11g  the vici 1 1 i ty. llut now, seei ng tha t  a l l eyes Wt:Tt: l>cht. 
upon h i m,  he set to work i n  earn c�t. 

Turn ing  the hu l l  toward the  st. ,IHl occupied by the wouH·n , 
}Iustu.ng " t a i led n h im in  fu l l  v iew ,  thcu l ight ly l eaped from 
'l'onrndo upon the  fal l en  n rdma l's l,ack. lkl l ow ing U l l (l s1w1 t
ing w i l h  t <.• r ror t he  bul l  l c1qied up and p l 1 1 1 1 ged mad ly l'or
�ard, striv ing to u nseat i t s  rid rr. But as we l l  m igh t  a l i u f
fu. lo seek t o  cust off i t s  h ump. l\I 1 1st a 1 1g  Sam cl u u g  l l , ere 
w ith the tenac i ty of a won key , il lll i d  t l 1 *� lout! shouls 1 1 nd 
bu rs ts  of laug11 ter at t h e r id iculot1s �pcclaclc. rn 1en ,  as  
though despai r ing of ridJ iug i t �el f of  t he uncomfnrtaole l.mr• 
den by l eaping and  jumping, the bu l l  stretched out over t he  
p la in  l i ke a quarter horse. · �· 

1tlustung Sam stri pped off h is j acket nnd bend ing forward, 
flu 11g  it over the a 1 1 i mal 's C) <�s, dfoctual ly b l ind ing i t ; t h en ,  
gn1�pi ng u horu, he pul led heavi ly  upon i t ,  c�usi1 1g  l he aui• 
rual to dt:8cl'ihe n w ide ci rcle. 

During a l l  th i�, Tornado, though unsigualed by h i s ·  nrns
tcr, acted wi t h almoRt lrnman in t e l l igence, keeping close l>c
Sil le t h e  bel lowing bu l l ,  nvoi tl ing i ts l > l iml cl.r nrging wi t h u. 
Cal l ike act iv i ty, i ts C)" <!R fixed upon i l s  l oved master a8 though 
ready to perform i ts part ul the•sl igh t est mot ion. __ 

lu th is manner, as t hough yoked l�>gctl i cr, they ran fai rly 
nrounLl the cornd, and reachtd th,.: spot wl lcre l\Ius t ang h ad 
fin:1t thro w n  t lJC bu l l . Thl'u  Sam . uttered a i:-;ingle t;hurp 

• 
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wh is!le ns he freed his jacket, and Tornado pressed closer to 
the hul l  un t i l  the ir  sides toncll ed. An  agi le  bound, and 
l\Ius l ang Sam was once more seated in the saddle. Then, ns  
i f  sa i  isfi ed ,  he  trottetl up  to the stand and n·joi ned Isidora, 
who  took h i m  to tusk for mak iug  lrnt· l aug h herse lf  i l l
wh ich gave :Mustang a chance for a com pl imen t ; but
though they seeme<l de(•ply i u terestt'd i n  t he conversation-I 
tlou ht w he tber t he reader would care for an exact report. 
Ilut one th ing is certain ; i f  they had ntver done so l>efore, 
l>o t h Hurrica ne llil l  aud .Mustang Sam were makmg love fast 
a 1 1d furious now. • 

Nor did ei ther Carmela or Isidora appear very much dis
pl eastd-remcmber, reader, they manage matters very differ
eu t ly i n  :Mexico from what we do  in our cold cl ime. 

llut lucre was one who d id  not �cem lo  rel ish the clost at
ten tion pai<l Uurrnel a, by Hurricane Bi l l .  This was Don 
Blas Cllvel lo, who also-as if satb;fied w i lh t he ski l l  he li ad 
al ready d ispl ayf d-ahandonetl the sad dle for t he  society of 
t h e  l ad ies. llurricune lli l l  simply smiled at the su l len 
gl ances he received. Just then lie wus not in tl ie h u mor fur 
a " muss " • • 

The sport was cont inued thns for a couple of honrs, unt i l  
each caval ier had li ll opportuni ty to d isplay h is address and 
Bk i l l . Then prepnrnt ion� ,vcre made for u giunc of uuothcr 

sort. 
This wns el gallo-the cock. A rooster, i ts h<·tHl nnd neck 

fairly dripping wi th  grease, was secured hy one l <·g to a �tout 
stake d riven i n to the grournl .  Start ing 111 u gal l op, the :Mex
icans r<)de swiftly toward the spot, heuding low down i n  the  
snchl le and  making a grasp' at the cock's oe�k-the on ly  part 
l>y w h ich it was to be cauglrt. Ti le fi rst ha l f  a do�en fa i led,  
e i ther by the bird dodgiug tisid e, or else i t s  gn·ased neck 
sl ipping th rough their fiugers, but t hen  one nrnnagcd to break 
the cord 1 hat bonnd the  fowl to t he  stake, uud w ith a yel l  of 
tr iumph put spurs i o  h is stee'J und dasl.u!d awny to the '' turn- � 
iug pos t "-a su1al l cl ump  of  c11ctus- closely fol lowed hy the  
others, whose object was to Wrest t he  fowl from Ids gntRp. 
The one wuo 8Uccce(led i n  carry ing the bird, or the l argest part 
o f  i t, bnck to the st ur t ing pPi n t, was to l>e l i ai l <'d t h e  w i nner, 
,,· hl!ther lH.l wus the one. w ho first plucked tl.ie fowl or not. 

. 
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It was a cruel, but animated sport-the mass of horsemen, 
some two score in ul l ,  strain ing e.vt!ry utrve, ri<l iug reck lc/ sly ; 
Hntl more than once half  a dozen men and animal� were ro H
ing i n  a con fi,sed heap over tLc  ground· together. Th� cock 
was torn to pil'ccs, and t h us t he for tunate ones ret u rn ed to 
tlrn startiug point, henring in  triumph a lr nndful of feathe1s, 
or percha nce a mang lcl.l l imb of the i l l -s tarred cock. 

" Ah I i n  rny t ime ' t was d : fforeu l ," u t tered an  old womun 
to her neighbor. u In ooe day Antone Dinl carried r,ff th ree 
cocks u1H.l l a id them ut my feet al ive and w i thout a rufllcd 
feather 111 

An<l tlrn two ancit'n ts  wnggcd their wlJ i te heads 8au ly over 
the ir  degenerate dc:scenda11 1 s. 

" There ure a�-good men ttnd ski l l ful  caval iers 110w as t hen," 
n l i t t le  slrnrply retorted Don Blas. " What man has done, 
man can do again, and  I ple dge my honor t lrn t senori ta Car
mela-if she w il l  deign to nccept it. from my hands-shal l 
have the next cock, n l ive nnd unhurt. " 

" Don't let h im make. h is words good," l r nstily wh ispered 
Isidora. to :Mustang Sam. " Sister hates und fears that man 
-you can foil h im." 

" 1\1 do  more tlwn thnt  to please yon,'' quietly repl ied 
:Must ang, as he wh istled to Tornado. 

Hurricac e Bi l l  a1so took sadd le, but a few qu ick words 
passed between t he comrades, und he, knowing that Mustang 
fa r  surpassed h i m  in  SllClJ fen ts ,  con tented h imself  w i l h  cloRe
ly watching t lJe play, hold ing his buck-skin rcttdy for a sud
den burst if i t  becume necessary. 

At the signal ,  away d1 1!-ihcd the riders, w ith Don Blas 
sl ight ly i n  the l ead, · :Mustang Sam j ust l npping his quarter, 
U1e mere weigh t of lii� fin6er control l ing Torn11<lo. Bending 
l 1 1 w Don Bln8 cl u t ch �<l the bird's n <:'ck,  a sharp pul l s1 1u  pping 
t h e  cord ; · but l he cry of t riumph that rose to his l ips clia1 1 ge<l 
to a bitter curse of ragn ns Tornado darted forwurd l i ke a 
fl a�h and t h e  dextrous fingtre ,,f .Mustang Sam_ :mopped the 
ll u t teri ng prize from the Mexican's fi nger.:i. \Vi i  h n suri l l , 
taun t ing l augh , the  1'1ad Hider gave Tonmdo free n·in nud 
tlew over the  level plain l ike a meteor: chauging l1 is grasp lo 
tbe .  cock's feet .  

Pausing at the cactns clump, llustnng Sam held the'' ccclc 
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fdoft,  w i t h  a loud l nngb. His competi tors were rapid ly com
ing up,  t hougb ev iden t ly not n l i ttl e su rprised at the  ense 
w i • h  w h ich Tornado had distanced the i r  pet au iu ia ls. Tl1ey 
were de:-;l inell to womler st i l l  more, ere long. 

1'l 11sta 1 1g Sam clashed round the hush, t hen specl sw i ft ly H t  
r igh t -angles w i th  h is oriµ· i trn l  cou rse. 'l'he Mexicans t u rned 
to cul h im off, p ly ing both spur  and qui rt, and some of them 
ut tered shou ts of tri nrnph as they ueurl'd t h e  black 8t al l ion .  

Bl l t  Tornndo ,v heeh'.d i n  h is t racks as t hongh upon n pivot 
aml w i l h a dozen  migl 1 1y  hounds pns�ed beh i nd the snrprisP.d 
r iders, and h l·Hded toward t he  goa l .  Now only t wo l iorse
rnen were before Must ang, euch h t •ading d i ngon al ly toward 
h im.  One was Don 13la8 ; the o t l t e r  wc1 s  Hurri cane Bil l .  

l\lus t 1u1g Sam d id  uot ch1 u 1ge h is cour�e, t l..wugh even the  
spec t a l ors could see t l wt the o t hers mmit i ntercept h im One 
lJrca l h l ess mom en t-t !i (:' n  Ct1.me n d 1 1 1 l  tliud-n cloud  of du�t  
-a wi l ll laugh us the figure of t lrn  �LHl Hider nml his m�i tch
ie�s steed rose auove i t ,  cl eaving the u i r  l i ke a swa1 1ow on t he 
w ing. 

llu rricanc B i l l  nnd Don Bins Imel come i n l o  col l is ion, nnd 
t h e smal l er a 1 1 i mal WHs over t h ro w n .  ·w h i le Tonrnclo, l i f t ed hy 
t h e  s tnmg h n nd of h is r ider, l i gh t ly cl eared the st ruggl i ng  
mass. A n d  s ide  by s ide t l te  comrl'l des ga l loped hack t o  t he  
s tand ,  where� �I us tnng si le n t ly presen ted t he  11 1 , barnu·d fow l  
t o  Isidora. As she accepted the t rophy, t!J e cock l i ftcu i ts 
crest u 1 1 d  cr, ,wl'd loud ly. 

Don Blas Cavcl lo, h is gay ntt i re sfldly soil r<l ,. t hough he  
h imse l f  h ad esca ped t he  aw kward t nmhle tn1 lrnrmed, 'NHS a l 
most. epetch le�s w ith rage and  mQrt i ficntion , though he m a n
aged to ar 1  icu l a le 1su 1 1 t l ry hea rty curses upon t lle t rick Hurri
cane Bi l l  h?td  pl tt)1 ed l i im.  But evl.!n h is own  partisans 
laughed h im dow n on t l 1 i 8  poi n t ,  for, i n  el gallo all ru:;t•s uud 
r.trata.gems urc considered legi t ima t e . 

" You <.�on' t  seem to J i l<e my style, st rauger,n said Hnrri
rnnc B i l l ,  quiet ly, hut with a steely gl i t t er in his blue eye 
t ha l  coul d  ,wt lie mistaken. " Now I ain't  mnch on t l i e  ta lk 
-1\1 rut l 1er  act, a <.l u rned sigh t-hut  I w i ll say th is 1 1 1 11ch .  
Jou �Wl' lll to t l i i nk  you're some puropkins-meuhe you be. 
I 111 ouly Hurricane B i l l ,  from the Cherokee Nat ion- a lt>t:D ly 
bi L  o' a you ng greenhorn. But I l ike to give a man a sigllt 
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fer h is pile, an' I'll give you. a chaiuce to git rven, cf so be 
you think I played il fine on ye, a bi t sence. �lest say bow 
ye wish-afoot or on lwssback-' th  kn ives, pistols or riflt:s ; 
ary one or the lot-it's u l l  the sam.e t o  me." 

•• No-" quickly i 1 1 lcrrnp te<l Don Munez, stepping forward. 
' '. There must l,e no qui1rrl:l iug  hel ween . friends on tllis day. 
GcntlenH�n, I cal l on y on-lie l () me keep peace 1" 

" D1 1n'l  l,e a foo l ,  H unicuuc," muttered 1\1.ustang, i n  hi� 
chum's ear. " :Mel,be we mougll l  clean out the 9rowd, lmt ef 
we'd llurt any o' t}W,r 'l�tious, tbey'<l give us the shake
see ?" 

'' You're right, purd-1 didn' t ti.l ink  o' thnt 1'' 

C H A P T E R  I I  

� UICVOL VElt ANV LASSO. 

c ,  IIuRllICANE, what ye say lo giviu' tl1c grcasC!rs a spcc'min 
o' your  shool iu' Y" udtlcd l\lustang. 

" J·cst as you say , pard,'' wns the quiet reply, though the 
blue c.•yes wande1·cd t, .. ward the post ttguiust w ll ich lhe l !ump, 
tri u1 i- igure of Carmcln .Mnnez was lta11i ng. 

" Gen L lrmt'n,' ' ad dell 1,-lus lang Sam, t u rniug toward th e 
1\'lexica11s w ho were s t i l l  gathered around the su l len Don Il las 
()uvc l lo ; " you have ki ndly u.l lowctl us to join i n  your sport�, 
fi rst showing tis how the feats Wl·re to be performed. Now,  
w i t h  your permission, we  w i l l  n·turn t he  compliment uy gh·
ing you a specimen of our northern sports, t l.wugh doul> t lc::ss 
you cnn improve upon them." 

'' Let up, p �1rd-your tongue runs at  hoth C;tnds th is  ninn 1 · 

in ' . Cut i t  shorl •1n' le's git to work," impul icu tly Ih ll t t<:n:d 
H u rricune. 

' '  Ea�y,  sport ; I 'm ru11 11 i ng t h is machine. You look t o  
your barkers, a 1 1d lca.ve t ile flue louc��s l o  me," a l i t t le  s liurply 
J:cp l icd .Mustang S:1m. . ,  

ll urr icauc hdd b is peace, nn<l took u qu ick glance nt the 
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condi t ion of h is revolvers. Sa t isfied that they Wl're in their 
usuu.l goou order, he 1 i8tened, w i l ll w hat grace he could sm�
mon ,  t<> l\'lustaug Sam's long•winded pcrorat i ,>11. 

" Whnt d' y' wnut to try fust ?" lhut wortlJy demanded, us 
be n-joined H urricuue Bi l l. 

" Spl i t s  or tm:sups, I don't keer wllich ; tl.wn we kin try it , 
on lio:.-:sl>ack,'' waR the brief reply. 

W i i liou t more ado, t l i e  borderers walked up to the corrnl, 
and l\lm=ilang 8am stood w i th hi3 buck ttguinst the hnge squnre 
})Ost upon ()ne side of the ga te. Drawing a Jong- ulndecl 
bowie-kn i fe, he  hehl it firmly wi th  the liaft re� t ing upon h is  
head, the keen edge in front. After t1 cri \ ical gl ance, Burr i-• 
c�rne Bill drew h is revolver, cocket1 i t  and st rode swif t ly 
nway. At the twentieth pace, he nbrnpt ly wheeled n.n,l lJ is 
arm arose, clasping the dnrk-tnbed wettpon. 

A pause scn1ce long enough for t l..Je  wondering J·Iexicnns  
to draw a single brenth-lhen came the clear, ri nging report. 
Without lowering h is lland, Hurricane Bi l l  r<:cocked the 
wenpou and :fired again and ngain unt i l  the  six-chambered 
cyl i nder was empty. Tlwu, as th ough h e  lrnd no further in
tere�t i n  the matter, he began dcxtruusly but careful ly recharg
iu� b is re vol vcr. 

' Gcnt lt-·men !'' cried .1\Iustang Stun, for the moment forget
t ing his Spu nish, ns he  lowered the l>0w ic-k n i fe. " Hyar 
you've got Lhe great American pin ny-pinny-poppy-show  whar 
kin he sce'd the h igh-cocli-alorum, Senor Don llul let Spl i t ter, 
toget lrnr w i th  t h e  w iltl '  a nd uutumed and  onl'qunlcd ring
tailed beduug, which is  me !" 

'fhougll not understanding much of the hun ter's rigmarole, 
the :Mexicans crowded 1uou�1d  tue · post, and then broke i n to 
exci ted exclamations of wornlcr and awe. The revol ver Lul
lels lrnd been fairly spl it in h ulf  against the edge of t he  howic
knifc, antl th e porlious coul d  now be seen ,  just imhedded i n  
tile wood sufficien tly t o  keep lbem from fal l i ng to  the gron11d. 

" Don't act the ·mon key, �Iustang," sn apped l:lurricanc, im
pat ien tly. . " Tlley',re looki n' at ye, man ! ' 

As Sain turned, he  cu ught the bright glance of Isidora's 
eyes, nntl i t  was l aughable to note llow quickly h e  suusic1P-d 
from tlie vaun l ing posi t ion he hud taken. GLrncing nlong 
the so.ndy level, he husl i l y  picked up u C<) uplc <>f smal l � uj t;Cls, 
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they were n species of tiny gourds, probably two inches in 
d iameter. 

" Take yonr posisll, Hurricane-keep your eyes skinned. 
I'll send the second one a few feet to the left o' tile fust." 

'' Let 'cm fl icker !" 
:Mustang Sam tossed tue round gourd h igh up into the air, 

and Hurr ica ne Bil l 's revolver muzzle fol l<lWed its motion 
w i th  a won<.h:rful quickness and stead ines�. Just as the l i t tle 
black ha ll  paust:d--or sel'rned to pause before returning to 
ear th ,  Urn weapon exploded. The ball van ished. Instead, 
noth ing could be seen but a few whirling fragments of the 
shel l  t hat bad l>een so dextrously sllattered by the unerring 
bul let. 

L ike  an echo came the secoud report. :Mustang Sam did 
not give t he spectators time to vent their wondering admir
at ion,  lmt tossed up the second bu ll .  As before, Hurricane 
Bi l l  cocked h is pii;.tol without lowering his hand, and was in  
read i ness fur the fly ing target, ·firing wi th  tlie same result as 
before. 

" Is there any gentleman present wlJo will loan me a som
brero--one tlrnt wi l l  not be hurt by an air- hole in tlle 
crown ?" cried :Mustang Sam ,  iu Spanish, as he  whistled to 
'rornado, who cnmc gall oping up  wi 1  h a wh icker of ddigli t. 
'' Tl1 anks I" he added, catching one out of tile dozen or more 
tossed h im. " Now Hurricane, stradd le  your cri tter-work 
'er up l i vely, pard--but don't make a mistake an' sock it to 
me in  the ribs !" 

Tl'w t�l l pht i nsnrnn made no reply, but vaul ted in to the 
sadd le and guiding his " buck-skin '' w i th the pressure of his 
knees al one, gal loped out upon tbe plain. l\Iustang Sam 
faced li i m, hold ing the sti ff sombrero under h is curved arm, 
tile crown facing the nmrksurnn. 

A wi ld  ydl-thcn the border-brothers sped swi ftly t oward 
eacll otbcr. When wi thin twen ty yards, Hurricane Bill flung 
up h is arm and fired , t llen,  ns t he animals tllnndered pu�t 
each othert he turne<l in  Urn sadd hi  and d ischarged two shots 
i n  rapid succession. 

With a w il<l ,  ringing burst of laughter, Mustang Sam 
Wheeled around and galloped back to where the .Mexican» 
were grouped. 
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" Senor," he said, pol i tely, " I frar your sombrero is no 
longer waterproof, but  i r  a couple of  onzns-" 

The 1'1cxicRn eagerly grasped the mut i lated hat ,  und 
gloated over the tl1 rce rouml hCJ les, declating that 'he would 
not J)H l't  w i th i t  for a hundred ounces- thut l ie would pre
serve i t  forever, as a memeulo of the king sllot of the worl d. 

" He can shoot," cool ly replied l\Tnstn ng, " though this w i1s 
no t  a fa ir  test, :My arm trembled-I iujured i t  whi le  r id i ng  
th at bu l l-01· you ·w otdd Lave found  ouly one hole for lhc 
tlJrce bull ets.,, 

" Kinder easy, :Mustang," muttered Hurricane Bill. 
" Bu t ,  gcn ticmcn," cou t i n nt·d the scou t, unheeding his pnrt

ner's remonstrance, " th ere is sti l l  one test t ll at is wor tlJ see
ing--on ly i t  rc•quircs st entl ier nerves than I cnn lwast of
the only t ime I tried it , I trembled n. Ht tle, null as a nat ural 
consequence I went llown w i th a lead pi l l  through my bod y. 
It's t 1 J ig1" and as he spoke, :Mustang plucked a smal l ,  rounu 
bladed st i l e t to from his bosom, p]ncing the haft  ngll inst h is  
hreHst, the  poi.n t. r.utward. " You bold th is  t�,y, thus ; he 
fires nt i t , mul h its t he poin t  so exact ly that the hnl lct  is 
threaded upon  the blade and is stopped by the guard, h em. 
N ow if there is any gen t lemnn present who would l ike to 11s
sist my friend in performing th is marvelous fer1.t ,  a l l  he-,, 

' '  .Marvelous inc..ked !" excl a imed n voice. 
" Did you accept, seuor ?' , qnickly ut tered :Mustang, 

turning towtud Don Blas. 
" Th u.uks-no 1 l'v� not yet con fcssetl," quittly repl ird 

the 1\I1_�x ican , showing b is wh i te teet h .  
" Ah  ! you are afraid you might trcmb]e, too-we1 1 ,  I 

th i nk  i t  qu i t e  l i kely you would !'! 
" Do you mean, senor, to-" 
" I mean w lrntevcr you . please-cim · you comprehend 

tluit ?,, cool ly retorted l\lustnng Sam, bending forward. 
" Senor Don Blas Cavel l o," sharply i nterposed. Don MmH.-z, 

b is <l ark eye g l i t teri ng. " You forget yoursel f. These ge1 1 -
t l ( �men nre my gtte8ts, and as such you must reganl allll treat 
�hem, un less you ,vh;h t o  make me an enemy." 

The l>bck .l\Iexic1:tn turned abruptly aml cal led to one of 
bis men, who promptly galloped out upon the p la in ,  nftc.:
�natch ing up u long l 1n1ce from the stacked arms bl'Sitle the 

u 
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corral fence. Don Blas fol lowed more slowly, coiling his 
liorsc-hair losso. 

At a. signul from h is master, the man spurred forwnrd in  
u l i ne t hat  wou ld  c11 ny h im, i f  mai11 l a inl'd, past Cavel l o  at 
ubout twen ty feet d is t an t. But  at a cry from the Don ,  be  
abruptly cll ecl, ed ll is an imal an<l flung the  heavy lance fclr• 
ward w i t h  cons iderhhle strength and sk il l .  At the same mo
llH.' l l l Don Bins hnmched h is Jasso t l1 rongh the a i r, 1rnd t l i cu 
sw i f t ly d ra w i ng hnck h iR arm, broke the  stout 1a.nce-8haft in  
twai n ,  -t he  noose hav ing eucircl td the  weapon in mid air. 
It was real ly a <fr xtrous fea t, nnd t he  two scouts added 
their mite to the chorus of upproving shouts th at rent llrn 
llil'. I 

" You see, senor, othtr8 cun L i t  a flying target ns wel l  ns 
you,' ' ha! f sneered Don Blas. 

" A  lasso cun be dodged-not so n bul le t ," retorted 1\111 s
tnng Sam, wi th n quick ai.L' Irnl to  L is  co1urade, who  sctmed 
about  to nrn]w n Jwsty H'ply. 

'' Cnn you dodge n lasso ?" sneered Cavel l o. 
'' l f  t h rown  by you I can-yes, or two-three of th Pm-

for nwney ," qviet ly retorted :Mustang Sam. 
A,t a ges·t 1 1 re from Don Di as, a l i t t l e, swnrthy mfln �Ld

va nccd and prOl?uced a loug leathern pouch from w h ich l ie 
ext rncted a haudful of gl i tter i 1 1•g onzas. 

" How many huve you there ?" dc mnncled :Mnstang. 
" Twelve, senor," was \l ie reply ,  us l ie counkd \he handful 

of gold co i ns, wh ich wen• promp-t ly covered. 
" But the terms of t h e  bet ,"  i n terposed Don :Mnnez. 
" That he  cau not  dodge three of our  las�ocs- " 
" Let's make i t  a l i t t le pluiuer, senor,'' i 1 1 t l' rrupted l\f ns

tang Sam. " We  nre n 1 1  t o  be moun\(•d , armed ns we are 
n ow, to ride where and h ow we plta8c. You t}re encb to use 
A. �ingle lasso. I wi l l  use my kn i fe and yonder \.)roken Jancc
hut r .  If I do nDt dh,able your l tissor�, you win  ; if you fo i l  
to 1 1 1 1hor�e n;c before t hen,  I w in .  No < , thrr pcr�011 i s  to in
led,•re, ml le�s Olle of  m:i a t t em pt'.::! to rnukt� use of otlle1· weap-

' t; us t han the (\JW l na 1rn.:d.  Do you 1tgrce ?" 
'' Yes, on ly-" 
" ,veu, senor ?" inquired l\Tustnug, RS he h esi l ti t ecl .  
" I just ir n ppcocd to th i nk  t h at you m igl1 t w ish to leave 

.. 
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some nw�sage for your friends. If so, we wi l l  wait for you," 
laughetl Don Blas. 

" Thank you for nc.th ing, senor. Did you ever hear· a coy
ote a. t te1u 1) t  to imi tate t lle  ci'y of a jaguar 1 I have." 

" '.L'his is a foul trick o' yourtn, 1'Iusta.ng," muttered Hurri 
cane B i ! l ,  as t he l\Lid Hider turned away from the �Iexic,rns. 
" \1/hat good can i t  do you , even s'pose you beat the vur
m ints ? Better let me walk into the greas<::r- it  'd l>e the 
easiest way_,, 

" Y cs, you al'ay8 want a l l  the fun yourself, pard ; but you 
know me-an' you know Tornndo, too. In less'n ten m in
u tt>s you' l l  see tllrce l>adly- fooled greasers-an' mebl>e one on 
'em wi l l! a broken neck, fer he's goin '  down, shore I" 

" Ef they should get the better o' you , pnrd, you kin je8t 
bet h igh t har' l l  be a h ullsale funeral 'round hyar in lade 
less'n no time. I' l l  suow these greasers how a. wh ite man 
kin lrnndle revolvers." 

" You wo1 1 1t have the chance, pard. I'm rn nn in' this ma
ch ine,,, laughed :Mustang. " Yonder they go I'' 

As he spoke, Don Cavel lo and two picked men rode Rpart 
from tl:c muin body, lrnl<l ing tlicir la�socs in hand. :Mustang 
Sum only puusl!d to achl : 

·, , Ef you see any foul play, sock it to 'c:rn, Hurricane ; but 
oon > t interfere onlc�s.'' 

Then gal lopint forwnrd he bcn t low i n  the saddle R.nd 
def t ly picked up the broken lance-slrnft ; a stout piece of 
wood some s ix feet or more in length. Then making a lmlf
circui t ,  he wheeled round and faced the th ree Mexicans. 

In obed ience to a gesture from DDn Blns, the two men 
shot out lo tl 1e left and rig h t, ev ident ly meaning to closH in 
w i th  the American upon tl ie Hanks, w h i le their chief attacked 
h im in front. :Musluug Sam sat quic l ly watcuing them, a 
bare bowie-kn ife in h is rigllt hand, his left grasping the  
bridle-rei ns arn.l tllc broken shaft. 

A Hingle moment of breathless i nterest, in which al l eyes . 
were ri vite� upon the  uril l iau t  figure of  the 1Jo1d scout, w ho 
was, apparc11 1 ly, the coolest pcrsou upon the grounds. Then 
came a sudden change. 

At a w ild yell from the l ips of Don Blas Cavc1 lo, the three 
horsemen dashed forw urd at ful l speed, the l>lack, snakc-liko 
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coils of the Jassoes sw i ftly circl in� nhove tlH• i r  l 1 ends. Then 
the coils shot through the air, len�tl 1eni11g, set t l ing in a sin uuus 
tracery over the mot ionless form• 

A cry of wo11d�ring apprehension lmr8l from the l\1l1•xi�: i n 
spect ,t. tors-cchocd lmck in  shri l ler toiws from the s tand w ht>rc 
clu -:- tcr the ·women. Surely t h is is sheer su i < - ide-it sn'ms : ,s  
t h ough the bold American hnd a l lowed h imsl�lf to l>e cirnght  
and d raggtd from the saddle w i thout  a siugle a t tem pt to  
tt.void the deadly loops. 

Such i s  the first thonght of t he spectator�, for �fustttng 
Sam h nd no t  moved a musde up t i l  it seemed as though t l te 
lassoes were tonchiug his 1wrson. Then ,  h owc,1e1-, Ids act ion 
Was too rap id  for tlrn human eye t o  foJ low,  and t he 1wxt mo
ment he  was a score of yards beyond the spot where the 
ropes fo] l  ! 

Choosi ng h is t ime wel l ,  Must nng Snm rah;ed his left l i nud 
to h is ford1ead , t hus formi 1 1g n taut  l ine w i 1 h  re i ns nnd t h e  
] an ce sliaft from h i s  head to t htt t  o f  Tornado, and as h e  f c i t  
the cold  coi ls t ouch li is arms, he tonclied l i i� l 1 or�c w i t h  t he 
spur, at the same t ime  dropping flat upon Tornado's ueck, 
thus cast i t 1g c ,ff the coils. 

A t  the st·cond l enp  of h is  noble h orse, Mu�tang Snm wl 1eekd 
abruptly ; hut it was. not to await another attack. It Wt!S lJ is  
t u rn to HS�l1mc t l 1e  offensive. 

W i t h  n l ow c ry l ie pre�fed forwnrd , sel ect ing one of  the  
t w o  subord i nates for h i s first pr ize. Seein !!  h is objec t ,  t he  
J\ilex ican , who  wns hast i ly <? raw in�  i n  a : i d  c·oi l i ng up li is ]a�so, 
whec)�d h is nn imul .and  fled n t  ful l  f[ll•ed , hoping to c=v11 de 
t he  Amcrica11 long enouµ-h t o  get r<·» dy for ·another cnst. Bnt 
n� we l l  m ight  u ra t t  l l'Hnake hop<! to e�capc a pm i ric fin� hy 
fl�g l l t ,  ns for tlr nt  st. nn t e<l must ang to mcu�urc i:ipeed w i t h  t l 1e 
kwg of the lks�rt--bo] d 1,oruudo. I t  wus t h e  ,w ind  ruc: i ng  
w i t h  a ila:;h of l ig I i t n ing. 

A ra pid score of t l io�e mnrvclon� s1 ridt"S, and  t h <>n :Mnst nng 
Sam bent low in the �n<hl ie ; u flash in� l i l adc--nnd then t l , e  · 
hord ere r  laughed )0 1 1 <.1 I )' HS he  urose hohl i ng on h igh the ri i 1g 
end  of  the .l\lexica 1 1 's las�o. 

" Look ont, .Mustang-t hnr comes t'other cufs<:>s ! '' )'(•l i ed 
Ilnrr icune Bil l ,  wurn ingly ; but his partner wus fully upon 
the alert. 
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With another ringing l nugh he wheeled nronnd nnd sperl 
away at an al>rt1pt ta ugent ,  so as to Lri 1 1g t lw second vm-im·ro 
rn·u��cst to li im .  wh i le Don Bins wus st i l l  two L 1 1 1H .l red Jnrds 
away. The s1wctat1 1rs f11 ir ly held tht, ir  breath us ll1cy saw 
t l i e  scout da�h ing d i 1Tct�y in front of t he vaquero, w h o  WllS 
1 •repar iug to  make h is 1second cast. But i n  !.i is lr nste to i rn 
J)l'\ IVe t b is fa vorable <'pport lrni 1 y,  h e  fdl i n to t h e  very tn :p 
la id  for h im by quick-\\ i t t cd l\l uslang. It �eemed r 1s though 
a si 11gk sec< , 1 1d wou ld  carry t h e  b l ack horse 1Jeym1d nrngc 
n1 1<l t h is U1 ouµ,'1 1 t  causnl t he  J.\,Iex ican to lJ u rl the rope loo 
L:BLUy fur accuracy, und  the ulack C<. > i l  was fly in!,!;' over t he 
scou t's bead ,  vd1en l i e  fl 1 1 11g up ld8 s t i C'k and ctt uglJ t  the rope. 

Anothtr cry Lroke frem the spectators, uud Hunicane Bi l l  
lrnl f rn ised h is rtvolvtr, w i l h  a gruti1 1� curse. All  bel ieved 
that l\l ustang had lwcu ca ugh t uroum.l t he wrist w lii lc try ing 
to <'a�t u� idc I lw uoosc. 

Gu id ing Tornado simply hy the pre�snre of h is knees and 
t i le  sway ing of h is uody, l lw  ::-:cout lh1sht<l toward the vaque
ro, draw ing in t he rope hand  ovt!r l auud, uu t i l  w i tu in  twen ty 
feet of h im .  Then,  l i ke n tt sh l ie c i 1  cled rmnHl the  aston
ished li or:)t·ma 11 ,  w ho, ('l'e he d ivi nrd the object of h is nn t ag
< , 11 i�t , ·was hu r  lul h eavi ly to t h e  grou1Hl toget her w i t h  his 
l 10 1 s(•, w lwse l t ·gs wer� en tangled i 11 t l 1e coil .  T lwn w i t h  one 
S \Vl'<'P of h is k n i fr,  M 11st u 11g severed the losso, und uttt:rcd a 
second yd l  of t r i 1 1 m pl 1 .  

But nt  l lJ(; same momen t  he fel t a flHi.ky coil st rike b is 
lacud nnd brt!USI , und k1 1cw lLat l ie  was Ch.light  i u  t l ie  toi ]s Ly 

' Don BJ as C,1v<· l lo, w l 10  bad gal loped up just in t ime to ave1 1ge 
t l 1 i: dow n fa l l  of  h i!S  lus t  vaquero. IIis l asso, true to its uim, 
passed fai rly ovel' t he scou t 's l i t.·1HI irnd shoulders, tigL tc1 1mg 
urou nd h is che� t ,  p i 1 1 1 1 i 1 1g lwtu arms to h is side. 

Had not Toruado l>ceu so pcr foct ly trni 11ed, bud he not so 
f11 1 ly  undcrxtood <�very mot ion , t ouch uud t011e of l i is r ider, 
t h e  da r ing scou t  wou ld  h a ve ended h is  race t lien nnu tl1('n•, 
for Don Cavdl o  w heeled his l ior�c to tlec, i 11 tt- n t.l ing to pl uck 
l i is i1 1 1 t ngot 1 ist  from t l ie  s;1 dd le, und once uu�cut t·d, l\h1� tm1µ; 
Si l m  wou]d have met w i l h  &l ig h t  mercy at the !-Wart l\·kx i
cnn  's l a  ands, f , , r  he hud not forgot tt:n the r1 ·Cl' t 1 l  dcfen.t l ie  
had  suth,red. �t nd ·w oul d  ri�k the vengeance o f  I I  unicaue Ui l l  
or  cvcu Lile j ust  anger o f  h is own cott!u lIJ llH!ll a t  Lis break-
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i ng tlte rul es of the t r ia1 , once h e  hnd t he lio ld Fcou t at h is 
n 1 <·rcy. He i nwnrd ly vow(· d  not to  cl ieck h is h on�e w li i l e  
ev<.' tl t he se mbl ance of l i fe rcmni lled i n  t h e  body drnµ-ging 
liclp ! l'ssly nt l i i s  satUk-l>ow. 

B1 1 1 Musl nng Sum u t ten:>d fi si ng]<' cry--not one  o f  pn in  
n or o f  � t 1an1 1 ,  t l 1 ot 1µh he  ,v : is t Vf"n 1 l1 t.•1 1 j < · r ked 8ha rply lmckwii J d 
U n t i l  l i is R l i on ld t·rs I ouched l l i e  cronp of h : s  a n i ni ,d .  It ,, : ,s a 
s ig 1 1 u  l t J i u  t Tornado pufcct ly u 1 1 ckn;1 ood n nd p !  ornpl ly 
obt.·yed,  w lu ·e l i ng  on h i s  h eels l ike  n pivot .  l lu·n w i t h  , ,ne 
gn�at bou n d  loo�e, i ing the cu t t ing s train  up< •ll li i s  nrn�tcr's 
body sufficien t l y to a l low h im to rise E'rect in  t he snddle. 

Don BlaH Cavd l o  was �purri 1 1g fliriously on ,  l is l <� t t ing 
l l i i n;t i ly t( I l 1u1r t h e  du l l  t1,11d of t l 1 e  body st i i k i 1 : g upon the 
sand us i t  '\\·as plu<"kcd from t he  sadd le ; l>u t t lib  S(itrnd d id  
110t come. Instea d ,  t he  f\ trn in o f  t l t t> J as�o tt(·ros� li i s  t ldgh 
Wn:-;  h s�encd,  u n,d be  qu ickly t u rned his hend to  glnnce lmek. 
A fur ious <'U l'se broke fr"nu lJ is l ip�. He saw l\il us tung Sam 
si t t i ng  cn·ct iu t h e  sadd le, wlJ i le the big l 1 luck st a l l i on w as 
l1 ttsh i 1 1g tow nrd h im ·w i 1 h  wom1<.lerful i-pn·d, 1c-��lTdng t he i n
t ervc11 i 1 1 g  d iBta 1 1ce wi th ularming n1pidi ty.  A 1 1d ,  a s lrnngc 
fear t I i  I i l l i ng  his hear I ,  Don Bh18 pl  iul l.,ot h spurs a n d  tut
t iJ1g qu i rt, kan i llg  forwa rd as t hough to urge. lds au imul lo 
grc�t t er spt:·ed by the Wt i g l i t  of l ib  body. 

Thr i l l i ng i n  <:very nerve, the i r  cyts fla�h inp-, w i t h  bah-d 
brea t h  t i le  spect a tors w atch ed t h e  re�u l t .  But. Il unic11 1 1c 
Bi l l  r€pl 11 ced h is revolver in i ts �cn lihard , an d knning lm<. k 
i n  the saddle ) el1cd aud rourl'd w i l h  n : irt h at t ll is l ud icrous 
ch unge in t Le  s t a t e  of nffo i r s, u1 1 l i l  } t is hor,(•, fr igh t cnt!d by 
L is s·1 cn torian shou t�, lwgan plunging tt l ld bnckiug w i 1 h  fur 
m ore (' nergy than nase to i 1 s  rider, cauf-ing t h e  scout lo put 
li� utmost sk i l l  iu p i ny lo prcvcut  bt.: ing t h row n.  

But  one th ing  a� ton i�hcd , t he  8pectators. �·h1st ang Snm 
sti1 1  gal l oped on w11 1J the rope around l i is body, not. cvt·n 
l 1aving frcNl bis arms from tl1 c  horse ha i r  1 1om-e. W \ Ja l  
can it nwtt n ? Has Im been i nj u red by the violrn l  jc:rk ? 
1 f Do1 1  Bl as �hou ld  outrun the  black mu!:;lnng-nnd h i s  am
m al is a goo<l one, wel l  known for l,o th  its �1wnl and bot
tom-the scou t 1 1 1ny � t i l l  he p lucked from the  suddle. 

H urr icane Bil I u lo1 1c t1 1 i dcr�tH1Hls w l iy  h is com m  de acts 
I L  us. l-Ie kuows that li ust&ug Sam has re�() lvt:d upon tench-
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i 1 1g the sul len Me:xicau a ltsson-a Jcsson t lint w i l l  he rc
llH'mbcred as loi ig  ns t he lH·ea t h  of l i fe rl'nrn i 1 1s in  h is body. 
Ytt he means t o  teuch t h is )ti-;�on wit1oui b1·eukiug eitlu:1· in 

lettt- r or :ipirt.t the 1
r
ule.� (1 (}w contest. 

'I l1 is is w hy la� does J l ( ) t  cast off t ile noose, vd iy lie does ' 
no t  rnu ke m,e of t i l e  krt:u k 1 1 i l'<! in Lis l 1 11ud to bever tl ie re pe : 
a n d  t h is i 8  the  ren�on, too, why Tonrndo does not  more 
�pecd i ly ovtrl :au) the tfoduir l\kxican. Don Blus is pl'oud 
u 1 1 <l st'l f-ccmcci ltd. ll is words u 1 1d  deml'nnor h ave evid<:nctd 
t h is. I le  is i u  love w i t h  Carm<: la nl 1 1 1 1t&-th n.t too is phd 11 . 
'1' 1 1<.•n w hut. must he h is frel iugs to fly l iJ.;,e a vny coward from 
a �i 1 1gle man, w i t h  btr !Jri�lt t eyes look ing down upon h is 
d iscomtit ure ? He was r�cei v ing n }f•ssun-a bitter one • .  

.A s  t h ough h e  · m<·1rn t  lo end i t  al l  a t  once, Dou Bins drew 
l i is bri g h t  cucl1 i l lo, n •::;olvtd lo cut the lasso, though it went 
st nmgly ncai ust t l te  gra in .  

" ! l ( J ld !" shouttd M, isl ung Su m,  sharply, " n-mfm hcr the  
ru  Its-you ure lO  use no weapor1s bu t  t he  lusso. Brt'uk tl1em, 
und l>y the Eternnl I I ' I J  !!- hoot you J i ke a coyote I '  

Don Illas hc� i t atc<l, St'emi 11gly i u  doubt wlu�tl1cr to bruve 
· the  t h rcaltne<l shot. Thal de)ay was fatal to h is lwpes of 
<·scnpi 1 1g ign rn i u ious defeat. lu nnsw<:r lo a low, pecul iar 
cry, Tonrndo incrcast:d h is speed , fairly flyi 1 1g over ll1e grou nd ,  
n 1 1 d  t cu  st-corn.ls luttr wus tl'eud ing on t i l e  E-pot ted mm,1 11 1 1g's 
licds. 'l'hen,  for the first t i me � iuce 1J<.,g iu 11h1g t h e  strnngc 
rucc, Mustang Sam touched l li e  brid le-rei1 1s. Tornado rose 
i n t o  t lie u ir  and l>omHleu forwnrd, u l igh t i ng frdrly upon the  
spot ted m ustung's haunches, crush ing li im  to  the  ground l i ke  
a blade of  grnss. At  t he  su me inst an t  Mushtng Sttm scven-d 
the  Ja�so nud rode over the stn1gg1 i11g heap, laugli iog loud 
nnd shri l ly. 

I l 1l I was t hat nn  ech o ? It is long drawn, shr i l l  nud 
pier\.! ing- hut  i t  l ucks the t inge of m i r· t h. A gtt i n  ! Now 
o t l l ('J" S<>UJH.ls m iugle with i t- l he terri fied shritks of  women 
-t he qnuvering shouts of men-al most drowned l>y the w il d, 
ulood-c1 1nl l i  n�  chorus. 

'' lndi11:n,.c-J>atclties, by tl,e Etarnal !" grit led )Iu:-:tang. 
And the scol 1 L  w us rigl t t. 'l'he Apucllcs were upou t llem 
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C H A P T E R I I I . 

TWO BRAYE :M:EN. 

TnE Indians were upon them 1 
Swif t ly  h pproach ing i n  a crowded mass witb an  irregular 

front, the  soft fand muffling the tlJ under of thei r  mustangs' 
hoofs, now yel l ing loud and shri l ly with trinmphant cadence, 
as though celel>rnting t heir victory ere n single blow was 
deal t. And why uot ? 'They were deal ing with tlie con
tem ned, despised ruce- tueir '' slaves and providers ''- the 
:Mexicans. They are accui:.tomed to flee hundreds give way 
before tens clu l"ing these forays. They seldom b nve to fight 
for their booty. More than one i1 1sta11ce c�n be shown w u ere 
less than a Fcore A pnches hnv� clrnq.red upon and put to 
flight fl full company of M(,x ican regulars. Scant wonder, 
then ,  t hat t l i i s wMr-party sh ould charge so fmld ly, siuce they 
W tfre fu l ly the  equul of the Mexicirns in 11umher1:1. 

I t  may �eem st range how the  Apach es could  li ave d rnwn 
so nenr, trn observed, s ince there wns l i ttl e or uo cover wi t l i i n  
n early two miles, beh ind \\ b ich tl1<.>y cou ld have ad vanced. 
But t h e  sol u t ion is p la in. 

The u tk1 1 t ion of all wns rivet<•d upon th e t wo horsemen 
h<! f ore t li <·m, nfter .Mnstaug S11m's d l'X l € rous defeat of 
the two vllqneros. The report of a cannon could scarce
ly ··h ave broken the spell that held the r.pectators en
c ha i urd-much less, i !ien , the fu int  1 umblc of hoofs t hat 
a lone marked th e s\\· i f t advirnce of the prairie hornets. Be
sides, t l ie " grand  � t und  "-· 1 l in t  occupit-d by the women-in
tervened ; even h nd the l\icxicans cast a glance beh ind them, 
t h ey could have seen 11_o th ing ala rming. 

Tims i t  wus thn t  the  t ll l'i l l i ng  war w11oop of  the  A pnche 
ch ie f  fir st t o ld  t l 1nn of t h e  impe1 1d ing per i l .  Aud  thc . n ai l 
Was krror an d confm, ion, dash ing t o  anc.l fro, sl.wu t iug, curs
ing and  p raying in  tbe sume brentb. 

" Ye cussed fools !'' yel led Hurr icane Bill ,  with angry con
tempt writt<-n upon L is flushed . features, us he <.lushed his 

.. 
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h uge buck-sk i n  i n to  the m i dst of t l ie  trembling, hal f  d h-t rncted 
crowd. ' ' Thi l lk o' y'ur wt:emi n-w i l l  ye let  the Pal chies 
w ork thar  w i l l  on your w ives an' daugh ters ' i thout st r ik in ' f\ 

si ngle l ick to  save 'em from w uss than death ? 'l'o h-1 w i' 
s<:ch or'uary cowards !" 

Anu w i t h  t h is emphatic expref:sion of  ll is opi n ion for the 
" greasers," Hunici-. ne  Bi l l  wheeled h is horse and dnsl ied 
aro_tmd the  end of tlw corral ,  l10 ld ing a cocked revolver in 
each huud.  

" To arms, friends-i f we can n< ,t save our (foar ones, at  
l€ast we w i l l  d ie defen ding them !" criell I}on .Munez, su<.1-
den ly  overcoming h i s  confns ion .  " Quick- to  the weupons 
yonder ! Holy Mother of l\lercy �rnn t  us strength and !:!ki l l  
to pn•serve our lielple�s loved ones from this terrible dan!!er r' 

'J ' be  l\Iexicnns arc no t. n ecessarily n i l  cowards, t hough I he i r  
mode of  l i fe i s  enervati ng. In  t h is case they on ly  uei:ded n 
l eader--on e  t o  encournge and ·  d i rl'ct  tbem ; nnd  wheu Dou 
:MmH·z nnd h is i;on , Luis, gal l oped t o  w l 1 cre their lauct.·s, 
swords and  firc-nrms were stacked lwE-ide  the corral , they 
ful l <Hved promptly e nough. And us each mnn  c lutched the  
first we11 po 11s h e  cou ld  seize, a series of sw i fl ly sncceed iug 
sl iots ccho€d from beyond the s laml, m inµ;led w i t h  wi ld yel l s  
of rnge and deu lh-ngony. TI i ey knew t hat Hurricane  llil l  
,vM1 at work, H tH.1 a loud cheer broke from the i r  l u 1 1gs. 

"\V l 1cn IIunicn nc  Bi l l ,  " of t lic Cherokee Nat ioni" dashed 
nrotrnd the corral fouce, h e  hnd on ly one thought ; t hat the  
br igh t-eyed maiden whose hcunteous face and f-loft tones had 
m ade such a deep i mpression upon h is heart,· was in  dan�n 
of  deat h-or worse. Without gh·ing a s ingle t l.�ough t to the  
danger he  h imsel  r was nmn\ ng, h e  gaJ lopcd forward to pl ,1cc 
h i s  body bet ween lH ·r  and tile enemy. It wus the uct of tL 

brave man, i f  1 1ot u prud ent. 
Fi fty Wol f* Apachni, moun ted on their  smt1 l l ,  cn t l ike 

pon ies, thei 1· hal f-n, . ked bod ies pa i n ted  w i th  varied and �1g-
1 1 i ficn11 t emblems, brnudish i ug the i r  l ong scal p-l>e(kcked la 1 1 ces, 
t hei r fi re-nrms, t h(• i r how8 i1 1 1 d  n rrowg, yel l i ng, \v hoopi 1 1g-, 
scn.•ccldug l ike Jit' IH1s fn:::ih-lousu 1 from 1nwdemu11 ium for n. 
hol iday. 

And yet Hurricane  Bi l l  dnsh c:d forwanl to meet tll cm with 

• One of the gr,rnd cl iv i �ioti s or t he A pache nation. 
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savagc5; as the missiles whistled through the air above nnd 
arouud h im,  not  one ·even urusll ing h is garments or touch ing 
a lw i r  of gnunt buck-sk in ,  who wns now s t retch i ng out l ike a 
ful l-blood(•d racer enteri ng th e home-streteh. 

As Hurricane Bi l l  chisbed up i n  front of the stand on 
wh ieh were kneel ing the pale and terror-i,tricken women, he  
uttered a shout of  encNuagement, just as t lle �lexicans, hea<l
ecl by Don lVIunez. and Luis rode around tlrn corner. 

" Give 'em glory l'' yelled Hnrricnue, as he  turned &side to 
prevent a col l ision. " I'll Le wi '  you soon 's I kin load up. 
'.Member you're fightin' fer n1ore'n l ife now-its fer J our 
w immcn I" 

"\V i th  these words be circled nround, def1 ly removing the 
empty cyl inders and replacing them with two others, already 
loadc:d and capped, wl1ich he  took from his pocket. 

" Strike home, llll'n-strike for our womcn-uot an Apache 
shal l touch them wh ile nne of u s  can l i ft a hand i n  their de
fe11se 1" thundered :Munez, us he d ischarged his escoptt le, the 
bul l �t lodging in the breast of the foremost mustang, who 
fel l ,  wilh an  almost hunu,n scrc�am of agony, pi lclling i ts 
dusky rider far over i ts head. 

" Sock it to 'cm, sports-work 'er up l ively !" howled :Mus
tang Sam, as Tornado carried h im  like a flnsh i nto their 
mhl�t. " Whoo-oop ! hyurs y'ur lti'gh-muck-a-muck from Bit
ter Crick-the squeal in 1 painter of St ink in.' river'- the untamed 
galoot as grows fat on powder-soup an' lead chow-<1llow
w 1100·00 p !" 

Bareheaded, a recklesM smile upon his h andsome features, 
a revolver i n  his left lrnnd, the other clnsping a heavy bowie
kn i fe, l\'[ustang Sum ·c1usl.led down upon the Apaches as though 
u t terly careless of l i fe. 'fheir arnrws hurt led harmlessly 
past Lim-but they had not t i me to notch a second sllaft �re 
lie wns upon tla·m, his revolver vomi t i ng forth · (leat h,  h i�  
bow ie-kn i fe cu t t in g the  a i r  in swift circles as Tornado carried 
} i im in to  the very midst of the enen1y. And t h �  noble s in.I 

l ion t ore at t h e  mustangs w i t h  h is strong, wh i te kcth , nnd 
r:truck out at them viciously with h is fore feet ,  cl enring a 
path for h imsel f w ith wonderful celerity. An<l now the Lold 
rider sways quickly in the saddle ns a gleaming lance-poin t  
almost brushes his breast, and catching the slmft uuder hi� 

• 
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arm he snaps it sh ort off, at the same t ime bringing down 
L is h eavy-bla.de<l kn i fe with resistless force. 'l'he  Apacue 
ius t inct ivcly flung up his nrm to ward off the hlow,  but the 
kcl'n poi ll t would not  be den ied , H IH.l t h e  ha l f -severed mcm
b<.'r was p imwd t igh t  to thP. warr ior's ma!'.lsive ch�st , wh i le  t he 
guard and f u 1 1  hal f of l he  horn haft was L id  den i n  the quiv
tri ng arm, sn fu rious was l he blow. 

Witll one i n·ffoctua l effort to free his k nife, l\Iustnng Snm 
released i t, nnd <hawing a second revol ver, open<!d a fn·sh 
fusi l ade, w hile TornuJo, at a touch of  i ts rider's heel, began 
k ick ing und plungi11g1 wl.iet· l ing -sw i ftly here and there, heal
ing back tl.ie i 1 1 fu ri nted Apaches wlio  sought to close with the 
pla insman. And, h is shri l l  Inugh ri';i ng evc:n above t he hor
rible t umul t, l\1ustung Sam pl ied h is dett.d l y  revolvers, bend
ing and swnying, at t imes fai rly  out of the  saddle f!S h e  dcx
trousJy evaded the lance-poiuts, lrnt cbets and  knivc:s t hat were 
burled at l 1 im hy the mudd t·ned sttvnge�. 

He wus in h is element now. H is was a nal ure that revc·led 
in dnng<'r-at 110 t i m('. Wl:l� l ie so h nppy ai;i when owing h is 
l i fe t o  'the 8 tn·ngth o f  h is lurnd.  t ll e  quick ness o f  h i� eye- as 
When he w11s i n  the midst of deat ll aud bloodshed ; h e  set:med 
a very battle-fiend. 

1'1..ie }lexic11ns chnrged boldly enough, for they were great ly 
eccouraged uy the rt>ck le�s daring and astonish ing p1·owcss 
displayed by the border l>rol l iers, proof of wh ich l uy th ick 
strl!wn u pon t he sands. And, w hen llrnir const itut ional 
drea t.l of the Apaches-it  may wel l be called tbh,, � ince it is 
handed down from #father to son , generation after gencrn1 ion ; 
tmd to this day, one hundred Apaclies can ride from one et:d 
of 1\iexico to the  other wi thout feAr of being nttac;ked, so 
thorongh ly  have the Mexicans been cowt'd. Yet·, when 
P(:>ll .tH:•d, i 1 1 �!Y need ouly a leader to sliow fight-ay, and to figh t  
lllan fu] ly ,  too. 

An<l �o-aftcr a b aHty volley of escopette hul l c•ts wh ich ,  
badly aimed o f  course, d id  l i tt le execn t ion-thl'y charg, ·d 
Lorne w i t h  ] t'Velt-d hrnceA ll l ld d rnwn  swc ird@, led by Don 
1\Iunt•z n 1 1d Lui�, who  gal loped side by s ide. Arnl t hen  t·n
suctl a con fnsi.:tl , ever rhanging yet u lways th ri l l ing tahle>i u  
of <lcath_. . No  one thought o f  lu,eping ranks, but singl ing ou t 
a focmnu, lost sight of al l else until death filmed the eyes J>f 

, 

. 
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one or the other. And ii igh above the sl i r i  1 1  yel ls, the l1oa.rAe 
cheers nnd curses, the sh rieks of pni n  nnd rngc, t i l e  frantic, 
unenrt l i ly screams of the lrnl f-t,uncd m ustangi as t h ey tore 
and h i t  at each ot l ier, emula t i ng;  t t; e  h lood*t h i n,ty fnry of 
their 1rn1slers, l i te clat tu· and cl i n k  o f  opposing- weapons, the 
nrnflled thunder of the horse:s' hoofs, arPse the ckar, taun t ing 
l angl i  of the  l\Lul Hider as he  n.ddctl to the  l i�t of deaths 
score•l ttgain�t his name. It was a wi ld, t h ri l l i ng scene-one 
t ha t  a sk i l l fu l  bru�h m igh t give a fai n t  idea of ; but wuat pen 
can del ineate such a confused dud a la mo-rt ?  

And then the l\Icxicans succeeded i n  cutt ing a bloody pnth 
th rough H1c ir  dusky enemit·s -thougli it was more th rougll 
the  fran t ic t·fforts of  the horses to extricate themselves from 
t he  ft.arful pres�, t h an any fixe(l purpose 1 lie riders hud in  
view. Then, thorvughly warmed to 1 u e frny, they wheeled to 
clrnrge the d isorcknid enemy once more, uncl ,  by �o doing, 
they faced the  stand occupied by t he lad ies. A s imu l taneous 
yell of horror broke from tlJcir l ips. A new llorror t l i rcat
cned t hem. 

A nu mber of the  A.pnches had not. paused to j oin in the 
figh t, bnt dnsh i ng on, were even now clnmheri ng up the  rude 
steps of the  frnil pav i l ion, yel l ing and cxul hrn l ,  brandbhing 
their k n ives and hatchets that wt,re soon to be reddened i n  
the l i fe blood of the hel plt,ss women w ho cowered th ere, cli ng
ing together as i f  for mu tuul prol cctiou, too terrified to shriek. 

A single scream, w i ld  and piercing ns that of the war 
ettgl e-someth i ug  th�t seemed l i ke a fl�tsh of yellow l ight
and lllen the  rapid detonations of revolvers. 

It was Hurric,rne Bi l l ,  who had just d iscovered the purpose 
of the  Apaches, and, h aving sl ipped the extra cyl inders in to  
p lace, he urged l>nck-sk i n  to the rescue. I n  as rnnny seconds 
two of the .A pncbes bit the dust ; and then-]enpiug from t he 
saddle wi thout pausi ng to rei11 i n  bnck-sk i n ,  Hurr icane n l ig h tt-<l 
hal f way np t b e  tl ight  of st.tps, i n  the very midst of the ns
tou n lle(l A pnclH·B. 

And onc,1 more the daring plainsma n gave nn (�xh ih i l ion 
of h is womlrou�  q u ick iws� of eye nnd nccurncy of u im ,  never 
a missi le  m i �sing i ts mnrk, nearly every oue ca1 ry ing  tl l·alh 
u pou its sw i ft wings. Anc.1 a.s yet not a si 1 1glc blow had lJccn 
aimed u.t hiln hy ti le st upefied heathens. 
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But lh l'n one of them-a wrdch whose hack hnd been 
broken by a bull e t-d ragged i1 imscl f  by main st rength over 
the step upon wl i ich he was ly ing, nnd ro1 l ed henv i l y  uga iust  
t he scout's feet. Hurricane Bil ) was s ta nd i ng s ideways, facing 
the two surviv ing bravc_•s, wh <; n l ie was t h rown  heavi ly down 
by the body s tt i k ing his feet from t1 1Hkr h i m. 

Th is accah:n t  seemed t o  break the  8pel l , nnd the  two Apa
ches leaped t oward h i m  w i th up l ift('(l hatchets. The plains
man could not regn i n  h is feet in t ime to meet and parry their 
blow. Dett th seemed inevi table, and a Wi-t i 1 ing cry broke 
from the trembl ing women tlS they closed tucir eyes to shut 
out  the d read fat e  of their hru.ve defender. 

But J ik e  magic another fignre appeared upon t he scene, and 
there was a steely gleam throug h the air-then u11ot h er o f  
blood red h ue. Two st rokes of a. s 1 raigl1 t, hcnvy sword-two 
blows tlrnt, <le1ivert>d hy a stout arm gu ided uy a practiced 
eye, cnrric<l denth with them. 

Sweepi ng the ulood-st a ined bhule »roun<l h is head, the  u cw  
comer cried, i n  a cl etir, r ingin� tone : 

" Ho l nwn--to the rescue I" 
lt · was none other t han Don Blns Oavcl 1o, who  had b a�t i ly 

clenrl'd h imsel f ·from the struggles of his cri ppled musta ng, 
and seei ng· the approach ing Apaches, bad 1 un sw i ft ly to wbe1 c 
he lui.d deposi te d  h is W ('apons w l 1cu en t<·l· ing i n t o  the con l l'Ht 
of ti k i l l  w ith l\lushrng Sam. Securing t hesc, he hastened t o  
jo in his men  ; for, whatever might  l.Je b is fa i l ings, cowunlico 
Wns not one of them. Just as he romule,l the corral , he saw 
the savages c l ambering u p  tow ard the  helpless women,  aJ1 d ,  
i n  h is mud passion for Cttrme1a, be thought  not of the 1wrH 
he might  incur, bu t dRshed to her n �sistance. Hurric�rne Bill  
outstripped h im ,  but he wns jui::t in l ime to ft,i1 U 1c  t•x 1 1 l t nu t  
Apaches

) 
aud, thanks to bis trusty sword, suve the  scou t's 

l i fe. 

/ 

" Bul l y  fer you, spout-you're a brick I" crie<l Hnrrknn<' ,  
scram bl ing to h is feet. u But look out-hyar tbe vunniu t s . 
come red-hot fer bn'r !" 

. ' 
The Apncbes were indeed coming. They- l iJrn the whi tes 

-had · witnessed the dare.devil net of Hurrirune Bil l ,  nn t l  
their rt\ge w•1R rai�ed to perfect frenzy as they sn w t he rupid 
slaughter of t lu., ir comrades. With furious yells tl1<\y charged, 
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for the  momen t forgett ing the foes they bad j ust S<'Pttrated 
from, seeing ouly the man w ho had deal t  such swi ft, deadly 
Llows to the ir  hopes. And cl( )se upon their heels t.b undered 
tue lHexicans, led by 1\lustu.ng Sam, w uose voice rose ubovu 
tbe tum ult. 

" St ick i t  out, panl-uya r we come-whoo oop I" 
'' For your women, men-t h ink  of them and strike h ome I" 

thundered Don �'lti ut.,z, using Li is bloody sword as a spur. 
" Ouc stou t  ulow, and the victory is ours I" 

The Apa.cues dashed on  ns tbongh t l , ey mean t  to  asc<'nd 
the pavilion on horseback, t hose in front wi�h lance8 leveled 
at the two bold men who a.lone stood between them and 
their prey, the one swinging b is sword in swi ft cif'cles, the 
other send ing bul le t  u fter lrnl l<;t  l.10me ,vi th  a cool stendiness 
tuat no lu ing cou ld  shake. 

A pccnl hu\ c raek ! i 1 1g sound was heard as the  keen swo1·d 
swept arou nd, nnc\ lial f a doZ<'.11 spear-heads fol l  cln.ttP-ring to 
ti.le s 1tps, severed ckun from l l 1c  stout shafts. Aga i n  t h e  
wt·upon wh i rled uround ,  l h i� t ime sinking deep t i.Housh flesh 
and hon e- for the lcaJ ing Apaches had le11.pe<l from theh· u n• 
imals and were now dash ing up t.lle s teps. And  the· next 
uwmcn t the two  men Wl'rc borne down,  lhouiu figh ting w i th  
dc!-pera. t e  energy, beo1!atu. the  mad rush of the  saviiges. And 
st i l l  other Apacl.les 1, ressed on toward the now lwlpless wo
men. 

It wns a scene of horror-the mercil ess hatchet tt.nd scalp• 
ing-knife were at work-screamR of terror were ruir.gled w i t h  
those of death  agony. 

"\V i th a howl of  mex pressible fury, :Mustang Sam sprung  
from Torn adl)'s back nnd plunged into t he mass, using li is 
terrible bow ie-knife wit.h al l the ski l l  and dexterity of its 
famed inven tor. And for a few mome·n t s  h e  was alone in 
the mid�t of  h is t•ntmies, a n umher of whom turned upon  
h im thirst i ng for hh� blood, for they recogn ized tile wtm w lao  
batl wri t ten h is name so deeply upon t.lle ir  ru nks. 

Then Don l\.luuez and h is  comrades uppcarr<l upon t h e  
SCt'lle a nd  presh-CU the enemy h ard, for they fough t  now more 
J ike mau<lened wi ld  beasts tlmu mere men, with the sigh t of 
thdr munlercd loved ones for au i ncent ive. Auu the Apa
ches began to sicken of this deadly, unceasing pressure. 

... 
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Only that they bad been w rought up to mn11hcal frenzy, their 
heavy lo�s wouid have cowed 'them, long �ince. 

'rlwngh so hnrdly pressed , Mustang Sam r�cognized the 
voice of Isidora ra ised in a cry for he lp, nnd caugh t n gl i m pse 
of her struggl ing i n  t h e  arms of a brawny warrior, w l to  np
peart:d to l>e hearing lr nr away. Antl then he fuirly outd i d  
himself. No eye Cl1u ld  fol low his mol ions-lmt ten seconds 
later he found himself free, he could not h imself explain hiow. 
He had lost h is knife but sn&.tched up a stout sword , then 
leaped down the steps, wh istl ing to Tornado. Ile c0ultl see 
tile Apache just dasll ing away over the plain, beariug the 
struggl ing muiden in h is arms, three or four comrades riding 
behiucl h im. And then ,  j ust as h�  sprung in to the saddle, 
Mustang Sam saw the Ind ian raise his clenched fht. and st r ike 
the maiden a cruel blow, to still h r.r efforts to escape. Then 
Isidora J ay l i ke one dead in li is  arms. 

'l'oo full of rage to speak or shout ,  :Mus: ang 8nm plied his 
spurs mercilessly and thundered after the fugi tives, unheed ing 
the short w l i icker of remonstrance that came from tlie aslon
islied t Tornado at tllis un wonted usage. 

Before a m i le wns covered, the  noh]c bl llck carr ied i ts 
mnstcr u p  t o  the  Apaches, wllo were doing tueir . best to es
cape. And then ,  w i t h  t wo sweeping strokes, thut  severed 
fi(•sb .and hones l ike so mucll suow, :Mus tang Sam found him
self w i th in arm's J ength of the savage abductor, who, sl!eing 
tlrnt fligl 1 t  was useless, attempted to pluuge u kn i fe i n to the 
swel l i ug  hosom, that j nst touched h is chest. 

But thougll t  it. �elf w as not qu icker than the motion of the 
Mad Rider, nnd a yel l of ago!ly broke from tlie savuge's l ips 
ns his forearm fel l to the ground.  The keen swor<l hnd sev
ered i t  nt one adroit stroke. And the next moment  :Mustang 
Sttm ca1 1gbt the d rooping form of Isidora in h is arms, nnd  
dashed forward, Tornado uttering a piercing neigh of  pa in. 
Glancing back,  l\Iustaug Sam saw tue remaining Apache 
notching a second shaft, the first Lr nving penetrated To r uncl o's 
hind leg. Jncurnbered as - he  was with the  just reviving 
lllaiden, and armed <Jn ly  wi th t h e  sword, llis revolvers being 
empty, there was only one course left ; he  must seek safety 
for h is chnrge i n  flight,  at least until he could prepnre bis 
pistols: Flight not ouly from the one Apache, whose com-
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rades lie hau slain or disabled ; the ba.ckward glance showed 
J i i m  over a dozen of the Ap,Lthes rid ing swiftly toward him. 
'l'h <!Y had !Jeen de feated at -t he pavi l ion, and n ow, seeing 
th is  dou bly-laden horse, had doubtless resolved to wreu.k their 
vengeance apon them. 

At fi rst �Iustang Sam fel t  l ike l augh ing, knowing what 
Tor11 1l.<lo was capal.J le  of, even when donl>ly l aden, as now. 
But then he saw, 01· felt, that tlie  black was running heavily, 
as th ough d istressed. And he knew that the arrow had in
ju red some of  the tendons of li is leg. Yet the noble brute 
tbun dereq on. He would not succumb to any thing less than 
death. 

Y cl, as mile after mi le  was traveri;ed , Mustang Sam saw 
that the Apaches were s lowly but steadi ly overhaul ing them. 
The  re�ml t  could only be a matter of time. Sti l l ,  as the 
range of hi l ls l>eyond loomed up nearer, he hoped to reach 
tmme point where he  could nrnke a �tout  fight for I ife, an<.l 

make the victory a .denr one to the savnges. With th is 
thought he carefully reloaded hiR revolver ; a task easier than 
lll ilY be supposed, si nce lr n had only to bite off t.he en<l of the 

. paper cartridges, then nun them horn�. \Vh ile thus engaged, 
Tornado reachccl the h i l ls, nnd entered a narrow pass. A 
wild Cl'Y uroke from Isidora's pal l id l i ps. · 

" Holy :Mother of �Iercy ! we are entering a p0tket /" • · 

C II A P T I� H I V . 
HURRICANE BILL PLAYS A " LO'N E HAND." 

BOTH Hurricane Bill mH1 D1 1 1 1  B las Cave l lo  went dow n 
hefore the mad rnslt of tbe Apaches, and i t  seemed as thougll 
th eir l eas� of l i fe hnd ubout expired. But snch was no t  the 
c1lsc w i th Hurr ic'lne, at least. Tile tLrcad of  h h� l i fe was 
net yet nl l  reeled out. 

To his other l>order accomplisuments, Ilurricanc Bi l l  addc<.t 

thnt of fl " fi rst-class rough-nn'-tumhle  operator." This w!:ls 
uud i8 u.u nccornplishment ulmost iud ispcusa.ble to a l i fe along 
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t ics, the Apaches frll or were knocked hack, nn <1 then, find
ing h imself  free, H u rrica1 1c BiJ l  fh�hcd forth h is l.>owic-ku i fo, 
nnd  cutt ing down Lhe nearest savage with one swift blow, h e  
dashed u p  the s teps nud plunged i n to the m � ng led mass of 
Ind ians and .Mexicans. 

A hoarse how l i 11g yel l  broke from h is l ips as he saw Car-
, 

' . 

mcla struggl ing iu the ruth l es-3  grasp of a w i ry A pache, 
w hose left h and  was wreathed i n  l ier l ong lr nir, hru lu l ly pu l l
i n g her heatl back, wh i l e  a blood-drippi ng kn i fe wus qu iver
ing nbovc the snow-wh ite th roi'\t. And  tl>e same g1unce 
showed IInrricanc t hat he could not rcacl.1 her side i n  time 
to ward off I.he  i mpend ing blow, for ha1f n dozen bod ies in
tervened locked together in n death-grapple. 

'l'hough t  wns  not swi fter than h is nction. The heavy 
bow ie-k n i fe left h is hand  nnd cleaving the a i r  l ike n meteor, 
su nk to  the very l i i l t  in the Apac lie's throat. A gurgl ing, 
s l rangl ing cry, nnd then the bloody weapon descended. 13ut  
i t  wus u1 1guided. The Ind ian fel l  back, death-sl l' icken. The 
ku i fe, fal l i ng, bnrc)y grazed tue cheek of Carmelo, w ho knew 
not l t ow nnrrowJy she hnd escaped death,  for she had fai n ted. 

His arms seemed to possess the power of a weaver's beam, 
ns Hurricane B i l l  cleared h is way to Carmela's sitle, nor did 
he take time to Relect Apaches alone as Urn recipients ()f h i� 
blows-both red-sk in  and wh i le went down before b is mad 
ru�h. And then �tamping upon the t igut-cknched hand of  
the Apache as, -the c1u icke::;t method of free ing Carmela's buir, 
tlle scoL1t l i fted her in his nrms and leaped down in to the 
corral L>e low. 

'l'he t erri fied cattle were plnnging t.o and fro, wrough t to 
fury by the honi l> le ucl mixturc o f  sounds from uhove, nnd i t  
wus not  wi thout ncHrnl per i l  that lli l l  crossed the  corral an<\ 
scaled t he fo11ce of t l ie i--nrnl l e r  i nc l osu re, from wh ich , ns w i l l  
lJe remembered, al l t he  sel ected lrnl l s  had hecn freed to fur
n ish �P< >rt for the horsen1cn. Ligh tly d ropping the  hul f
sen�cks� maiden i n to the-as he bt.:licved-place of safety, 
Hurr i�rmc B i l l  leaped <lown and dashed back to the pav i l ion 
to play h is part iu the Jast acl of the tragerly. Just ns Im 
was chmberi ng up the phvi l iou side, R begrimed nnd hlood
staiued face was tllrust c}o3e to llis, and a bonrse voice u t
\en�d : 
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" ,vb ere is she ?-what lrnvc you done with Carnrnla ?" 
" I n the small  corra l-go look n ft er h er-you're wounded 

a,ul can ' t  <lo m nch fh�· h t  i ! l !!'i" prom pl  Jy  repl i t•d Hunitirne, 
r<:c,lg-1 1 izi 11g Don Bl .ts C: iv,  J l o  i n  t he q 1 1e�t io1w1-. 

T I ie  .M ( •X;enn nttercd son :ct l i i ug  more, hut. w h at it was, 
JI 1 1 rric1urn B i l l  1 1 ever knew. It was at thi8 moment t h a.t 
l\Iu�tan� 8aa1 cal l ed np  Tornnclo R.nd dashed off in ho t pur
su i t  o f  t i le A pnch e who had ffod wit h Isidora. 

Hurricane recogn ized the signal nnd darted forward to sec 
what it meant A siugle glirnce told him how affairs stcod , 
,rncl he  in sta.n tJy wh istled for buck-ski n ,  forgc-tting all else hut 
t l ic 1wri l  into wh ich his loTell partner wns rushi ng. N"o t 
only from the four Indians whom he was · clrnsing, hut the  
A p:ac ltes-t hnse who  had survived the furious strngg 1e-werc 
a l l' fleeing, moun t i ng their h orses in hot haste, pu rsued by 
the victorious :Mexica ns. Hurr icane saw that !\-lus!ang Sam 
waR rid i ng direct toward the heart of Apachcria, the cou rse 
that. WOltld uhno�t c<�1· ta in ly be fol lowed by the retreating 
re(l -skius. Aud caught between two fil'es, the bold �con t 
cou ld  scarcely escape cupture or death. uu l-ess somtt l.l i ng 
turned up  in  his favor. 

" nut  they cnin't lrnvc i t  all tbf\r own way-cuss 'em ! 
I' l l  take a hand in this li ttle game, myseff ! Cuss that buck
sk ;n-whnr is the critter ?" gritted Hurricane Bil l ,  as he 
leaped to  t i le gronnd anci dashed out upon the plain, still 
sounding his shri l l  sum mons. 

It was scarce a minute, llwugll to the impntfont scout it 
appeared t<:n times that period , before the shri l l  wh icker of . 
Luck-sk in was heard in rcp,y, ns th e big horse came galloping 
aro1 1 11 d  the corrnl. Emulat i ng h is master, bnck-ski n  hu<l 
been giving the Apnchc l\{u:-;t imgs a tas te  of llis metal , an<l 
sund ry wcl  nnd bleed ing spots u pon h is long b0dy proved 
that l i e  hnd not escape<i scot-free. 

Hurricane  B i l l  ]cape(} i i i to the Faddle, shou ting to ·11 ,e 
1\h-xic:i ns to fol low h is lcn.d. But he  t� not wi&it to see 
w ht�t h <·r th f'y oheynl or no t. G iv ing  buck-�k in  a touch of 
the_ f-p 1 1n�, he dar lcll , straight !'s u n  nn,,w, to·ward the clon(l 
or dust which he k1 1ew hovered above Mu1'tang Sam.  Otl i (•r 
<:ye� were r ive t t'd npnn t h is same poi n t ,  hut Hurr icane Bill 
gave them l ittle heed. ll!Jslang Sum was in daugc1·, an<J 
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only one thing could  prevent the tall pluin:;man from sharing 
i u  tha.t peri l-death. 

Occasioonlly toucll ing up buck-skin will! the spur, Hurri
cane let the reins l ie lom;e, botll h ands being occupied lpad
ing h is revol vcrs. Bilin� off the folded bit of  pa.per so he  
cou ld  pour the powder i n l o  the chamber, thus rnaking a miss• 
fire the next tli ing t.o impossible, he deftly pl ied the lever, 
ramming each bal l securely home. Then sl ipping the cups 
u pon the nipples, pressing eacli one down with the bammer, 

I 

i n  less tllan five m inutes Hurricane Bi l l  was ready for work. 
And as he cast u. keen glance around, he for the first time 
real ized what a tusk lie had set h imself. 

Far a l1ead was :Mustang Sam, who had so dext rously res
cued Isidora from the Apaclles, but Tornti.do seemed to be 
run ning wit ll un usual heaviness, l ike oue ut terly exlurnsted, 
every moment losing grnund. Beh ind h i m, and about as far 
i n  front of Ilurrica11c Bill ,  were scattered over a score of  
Apache warri or:-;, each one urging on b is  pony wi th voice 
aud heel ,  ea�er to secure the scalp of the " big whi le brave." 
It was a n ovel scene ; this triple rnce. 

Hurricane Bil l  knew from their actions that t he Apaches 
had just  noticed him, and glancing back, he 81\.W thnt tlie 
:Mexicans lrnd eutircJy w i thdrawn from the pursuit, evidcntl.y 
Laviug had their fill of fighting. That the Indians were also 
aware of tll iH fa.ct, Hurr icane now bad ample proof. Hal f a 
<lozen of the h indmost braves allowed the specu of their ani
m als to  slacken, wh i le they looked to their  bows and arrows. 
The blue of the scout's ey es deepened to a steely glittel' HS he 
qu ickly gathered np and knotted the J ong reins over buck
�kin's neck. But lie gave no evidence of backing out from 
the trnp that was being set for him. .Mustang Sam was 
ah eacl , and Hurricane Bi l l  hnd resolved to join h im,  i f  mor
t a l  man couhl. If  necessary, he would have run the gnunt
let of tl.ie enti t·e Apnchc nation. 

S i l t ing firmly eilct in the sadd le� as though disdai ning to 
bend b is p roud head, the plainsmu.n urged buck- skin on ovvr 
the sandy waste with a. low, @ncouraging cry, and nobly d id 
t.he yelbw horse rel=pond. The Apnches-six i n  num�er--
n.fte r many glances over their shoulucrs, sudden ly wheeled, 
d iviu iug into l\\'O parties, the beller to nl tack their bohl en-

. 
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emy. Yelling l ike perfect fiends, they clJorged down upon 
t he young plaiusmau, as though fearful lest the big horse 
shou l d  ro� them of their prey by turning i n  fli ,i'l.1 t. But in 
t h iR, they were soon set at r<:st. Hurricune Bill had not the 
sl ightest  i uten �ion of  flight. 

Crnck-crack ! Al most together the two revol vers spoke, 
one to the  righ t ,  the other to tl.rn left of buck-skin's l u·ad. 
Their blow fon stal l ed, anrl with such tel l ing efftct, tile 
Apaches became flurried i.m<l d ischarged their arrows wi th  an 
Unsteady aHn, on ly oue of tlte four r�nclling its mark. Hur-
1·ican e  Bill cool ly snupped the 8lrnft, leaving the barbed bead 
stil l  st icking in h is  shoulder. And t hen, as be dashed abreast 
the India ns, ll is revolvers spoke aguin. A momtnt l ater he 
Was speed ing on aftf/r the mnin body, a low, taun t ing luugh 
corning hnck to tl1e two unhurt Apaches behind, who seemed 
stupefied by tl.le ir  easy defeat. 

Hurr icane BUI was now steadi ly gaining upon t he Apaches, 
ns wel l  as upon :M ustang Sam. He knew that gal l Hnt Tor
nado m ust lw.ve been inj ured, else, evt·n wll ile  doubly laden, 
he wmild have shown tl.J c  swiftest of ll is pursuers a clean puir 
of heels. 

" He means to go under a-k ickin'," muttered Hurricane 
Bi l l ,  as he saw how steadily 1'-lustnug Sam was making for 
the nanow pass i n  the range of hil ls. " It' l l  be hot woi:k, 
but I reckin we k in  pul l  off the odds., , 

There wus still time for b im lo recllarge tbe four cham
bers he had emptied. and Hurricane husl ily did so. Then , 
,v i th a wi ld yell, he pl un�ed spnrs rowel deep in to  buck-skin's 
Side8 and <.lut:J1t:d forward l i ke a human tbunderbolt. 

The  fai t h ful revolvers vomittd forth their lead en contents, 
and t h en the big Stah•s hcrse dar,hed in to the hody of suv
ag<•s, knock i ng the d iminuti ve ponh-s rig h t  and  Jef t ,  j nsl us 
a. �cwfoundland dog w il l  �cntltr a lot of Jt· lp ing- puµp�1 ·s. 

" Hu rrny I �lustaug-sock i t  to 'l'm I" ye1 1ed Hurr icauc, As . 

he rcaclwd t h e  n arrow cn t ranct>, and d isposed of ouc vf tlw ·· 
lLree savnge llm�emcn w ll l> blocked up t he w ay. 

A ringing clwer repl itd, and a ph,tol-slwt from w i t h in du
Pl icat ed tllc tal l  scout's perfornumce. The ,:ther Apache, 
St!�ing tue huge huck-ski n  rcal' i ng np ns t hough 1 1hon1 1 0 ., 
rrusl.1: l>otll him and m ustu r:g to the ground,  qui�k ly � l i pped 
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from his an imal nnd darted out of danger. With a wi ld 
la.ugh of ex11 ltu t ion ,  Hurricane· Bi l l  p lnnged forward unu t he 
next moment fo u n d  IJ i m  htsidc Mustang Sam. 

" \-Vho, ,-- oop l I said I 'd j i ne ye ,  pa.rd, nn1 I d iJ 1 1 ' t  l i i-•," 
l:Hl!.!,hc<l ll 1 1rr ica ne Bil l ,  as lw w hee led huck-\dd n s,> 11::i t o  
face the  narrow e u l rance. " Ilut  why did n't ye  run away  
from 'em t \V lrnt'd wrong w i' t he  bl aclde t' 

'' Arrow-'fcard he's lmd h u rt-but look ou t !" 
" Let 'em come-I hey'l l soou sicken of  i 1 ," coo1 1y rcp1 ted 

Ilill, cocking ui:1 revolver. " I could w l.t i p  t, t ri l>e hyar, my
sel f, an' wi' you-Lhar ain't red-skins enough tllis �ide o' Ll-1 
to faze us-not much l" 

'' Tl.Jen I' l l  look to lter-1 dropped her under k iver, when 
I turned,'' added .Mustang, leaping from Tornudu's buck and 
disappearing nmid t he bushes. 

Ilurr ica.uc lli ! l  fol l owed his examp le, so far as d ir:mour. t
ing wa::1 concerned, and then gl i ded s leal t  h i ly f orw11 rd u ndrr 
cover of tlw bust. es un t i l  he c,mld p,!er onl  upon the  l eve l  
p la in. He saw the Apaches J?;ron ped ht-side t he cnl rnuce, 
jabheri11g together excitedly. }.,rom the few words the �cout 
cou ld  cutch, he knew ti.mt th e party was about equal ly d i
vided iu  opin ion, u portion urgiug au im mediate retrea t ,  Urn 
others wishing first to w ipe oul the t h ree pnle•facrn,,. 01 1e of  
t lic party who  hnd ul re,Hly been wnunded sevt·rnl t imes, de
clared tlrnt  it wus ran k  fol ly to th ink of ut t u.ck ing such h;g 
rutdicine men in that p lace, w here not more thnn two  uraves 
could advance abreast. \iVi t h  their nH•tl ici ne gu1 , s  w h ich 
never needed reload ing, the  pale braves cou l tl k i l l the Apa
ches one after another as fast as tlu�y cou l d  ad vanct•. 'T 1 1 e re 
was no  other way to reacll them, exc, .. pt hy t lie ,mn·nw p .u�s. 
'r 1 1erefo re he voted for II. rt� l rt·nt. 'r 1 ie  Grell l Spi ri 1  wa� a l l •  

gry w i t h  h i� ch i l d ren ,  frolll some causi>, 11 1 1d  iL wou . d  l,c 
more t i tan fol ly to  ten 1p t  i i i s d ispl e11�11 n: f1 1 r 1 lu· r. 

" I  reckon i 1 '8 t ime  t o  pu t  in  my vole In cl i uck lec! ll 1 1ni• 
cane B; l l ,  as he  coven•d one of  the  .Apuche8. 

Ag ,dn t l 1 e  t erri bl e  weapons s1wkP, u 1 1 c rr i 1 1 u l y. And 1 1 1 1 · 1 1 ,  

wi t ll yel l� of tl isma,y, the  .A paches tu rued and  fled i n  t l is, , rder ,  
th in king only of leav ing the region ti.mt hud be::en so fotu l  to 
them, tl lat dny. :. 

" Take i t  cool , pant," lauglled Hurrica1w, as �Iuslang Sam 
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dashed up to · 11 is side. 
fer to-duy, any how. 

" Thar's no huny. The fun's over 
W lloo-oop l tuis is l ike old times 

ag' i n  !" 
l• Site sahi it w as a ' P"ClH•t ,' hnt I re<'kon we'd b<'t ler mnke 

trncks  f 1 0 1 1 1  1 l i i s, a� 1 l 1 1 1 r  n, ay b(' 11 1 1 01 hn trnil hyar," mut t l'red 
}ilui--t ang:  Sam, w i t l 1 1 1 1 1 usua l prude1 1ct1. 

ll 1 1 rr i ca 1w ch uc·k le(l. l i e c 01 1 ld µ ive a shn .. wd gt,esR at 
t h e  c·a us1• o f  t h i:-. �nddt•n c hn ngc i i i t lw  ui-trn i ly n:ck lcss plains
lHan .  P, · rhaps from !-)' mp�l l ,y- q1dt:n ,'lube ? 

!\1us r uu� nuw looked af ltr Tor1 1ado. H,� found an flf l'()W 
st ick i , , g  i n  t i le noble b! ack's h i llll J c,g, which, wh i le not sc
rio usl y i 1 1j n r i t 1g  t l 1e teudon, bud al most. preven h�d I h at nwm
ber fn,m be i 1 1g used. A �tn1 <ly h and  aud kt•en kn ife  soon 
r� nwvul t l ie l ia 1  h, n 1 1d  T, >nrn<lo, ·u8 i f  to tX JHCFS l i is re l ief, 
U l t cre<l a �hr i l l  wh icker. :Mou n t ing, �l ust n ng Snm rode hack 
n fe w yards u 1 ,d  stooping l ifted the  form of Jsidora :Munez 
in  Ii i s  �nus, l l 1 <::n 1u,, i  ioncd for lI urricnne Bi l l  to lead t he  
way. 

(, And th us 1 h C>y to, ,k up the b.,ck trail. Isidora was 
st  rn ng,-iy suhc hu·d. She I ny confid i t1gly in the stro11g arms 
of t he  nrnn who lrnd dared so m uch to save h< r, t hough lier 
eyc8 sunk l>eneuth the urdcnt ligllt thut filled his bluck eyes. 

C H A P T E R V .  

A FH.ESII COMPLICATION. 

THAT ri<l e of  over t wo hou rs-for the scouts were not 
hwn t o ov1 •r1 a�k t heir fni t h fu l  bn1 t f' com p,rnions when t lJ « · re 
\V ,18 no alJso l uh, need of i t , and h1 1 t h  'l'oni adn  , ! nd  lrnck-sld n 
hnd p1 1 1  i n  a h t>nvy day's wo, k-arn ply rq).fli<t M11� 1 nng eum 
for t h e \\' 1 1 l 1 1HIH he  l i >1d  rec1� ived, nnd ,,·us one rn ver forgot  l <·n 
i n 11 f 1 cr  l i fe. L-idon1 wns ly i 1 •g  q u h� t l y in h is a rms, oue lmnd 
l't:sl i 11 g l ig li t ly upon h is nhou ldtr, the oi lier clasped i n  Ids 
broHd,  warm pal m, her bend reposing upon t he  Mud Rider's 
-now �o subdued and lamed-l.H·cn8t , w L i le  i 111r long. fri nged 
lids sunk Lencatb llis ardent gaze, a soft flush tingiug her· 

., 



llURlUCANE BILL. 

cheek. And Hurricane Bill-thoughtful fe11ow !-rode on in 
advance, wllistling carelessly, rarely glancing back, and when
ever he did turn his eyes in that direction, to assure himFelf 
thu.t oone of the Apaches W<'.re returning for revenge, To1·
undo and his doul,lc burden n,ighl as ·wdl have beeu in tlie 
lllllOtl for all that the tall plainsman saw. 

There is no gel ting around it, reader, l\'1nshrng Sr1m lrnd 
" fallJu in love "-over head ttnd ea1s-with Isidorl'L ]Iuuez, 
tliougli llC hnd never laid eyes upon Lier, never even suspect
ed the existeuce of such a person, before that morning. 
Until then he had scoffE:;d at the idea of any true plainsman 
tying l..iimstlf down to a dull, humdrum life with any wo
mun-as for liim, l.le would die as lie llad lived, free as air. 
A.11d he meant it, too-at the time. · 

But the first bright glance from Isidora's large, lustrous 
eyes, so plainly telling what she thought of the handsome, 
dashing cavalier of whom so many and marvelous tales bad 
been told by such of tile " ueigh hors" w llo lrnd l�een in nrms 
against tlie " heretic invaders," sent the hot ulood cou�ing 
tlHo�gh his veins in a new aud deJi9htfuJJy-emharrussing 
mu.nner. And then the touch of her little bitnd-so 
soft, so caressing, almost; that drove tlie nail to the head
anu the trngic scenes that .. fo]JwNcd, in which lie 1Jad pre
served lle1· from a captivity worse than death, clcncb(�d it 
firmly. l\i11stang Sam knew that. he was "corruled '' at Just 
-and he struck while the iron was bot., too. Just us lie luul 
cnlt:red into the sports of the .1\lexicans, just us lle had 
plnn,�ed into the heat of the fightin�, just so did tue plAins
man "nrnke love." Even while flt'ei11g before the Apuclie�, 
when he felt tl1at dea.lb wuii almost in<�vitablc-tba.t their 
monwnt.s of lrfe were nurnherl:d-he had beut llis hcud nnrl 
pre!:scd l1is lips to tiers, muttering that they could at least 
clie togetLer-tliut snch an ending would be far preferuble 
than to live on without her. And now1 on the back tr:iil 
that led to her frie11ds, 1\Iustang Sam repented these WOI ch,. 
And hddora? She_ answered him very simply. She raised 
lier bead aud pressed her ripe, juicy lips to his. At that 
moment Ailustang S,,m wag in the seventh heaven. 

lhlher quick work, you SHY, rcmdcr? Admitt<:d. 1n our 

cold clime, llustang Sam would have ueen deemed " impu• 

� 
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den t-a savage, uuc ivi1 ize<l ;" Isidora, " forward, u nmaidtn
ly." But in :Mexico Uwy manage U1e.1.1e tb ings differen t ly. lt  
is  u. " ) n.n d  of fire "-and notl.iiug is more iuflanunal>le  than 
the  h earts of  the :Mexi.cau women.  But there-I will attempt 
no apology. I give :Mustang Sum's courtsh ip j nst us it uctu
a l ly occurred, u.uli as he was sal it-fied , surely you need ru iso 
no obj ect. ions. 

'" Yonder is tile  corral ," su ddenly observed Hurricane B i l ] ,  
w i lbout turning li is head un t i l  h e  folt nssure,l t h�  at teu t i on  
of  h is cornpunions w 2-1s attrnr,tcd, " an' yonder come the  
grensers, l iclu:ty spl i t. Reckon you'd better let t he  youug 
lady take a seat allind me, par<.l ; 'pears like Tornado is B 
l i t tle t ired." 

" Not yet, Billy, old boy," l aughed :Mustang, his voice fil led 
with a proud joy. " We've got a long trai l  afore us- htr 
an' I-whicli won't een<l on tel one or both  o' us goes under, 
an' I reckon we  cain't heg in  i t  n.t a better t ime then tH)W. 

Isidora, l i tt le one, t h is is my purd nei-, the best un' truest 
heart on tLe plains-you 111ust love h i m  a l i t t le, fer my 
tmke." , 

,'' So-ho 1 that's the wny tlie cnt jnmps, then ! I knowed 
i t-I fel t i t  in my bones 11 ' la nghtd Hurricane ; but t h en ,  i n  
a qn iel ,  serious tone, he  added : " Litt l e  one, good lutk, un' 
God':, blessiu '  go w i' you. You couldn't  'i,'  p icked out a u uer 
or hel l er man then t l le one as is nol\' a- hold in '  you. He's 
t he st1me, come - rain or shine. Ef you cain ' t  be huppy wi' 
ldm, t hcu you're i n  bard luek. An' as Sam sais, you n;ust 
l ike me a l i t t le, too, fer he  un' me is pnrdners- 1 mougb t 8HJ 

brothers, w e  cotton to each other so. But t lrn1·-your folks 
is n-co ,i i i n' up fast., an' I won't  say ony more now." 

" Not one word ' l>o ut  l i t t le one's sii:;tt'r, eh, Hurricane ?" 
' '  I n:ckon i l'd sound better said to t he si�tt'r,'' } uughed 

H n rricnue  Bi l l , h is  cl.u.'.c_k flush ing. " }lehue I'l l  ax l i l t lc ouc 
to  pn t. in  n good word for me tlrnr, ef I th ink  th tt l"s any 
c l i ai ncc-hel lo I w hat's tl.te matter wi' thew ? ,v ba.l ' re t hey 
ycl l i u ' t '  

The par ty of horsemen whom the tal l  scout lr nd first ob-
serveu ns they rode rapidly toward the trio, from lhe corra l ,  
w ere uow w i th iu  earshot. , and were u t  tcri ng loud cri<.: s, t l , 0 1 1 g h 
their words cou ld nvt be d ibl inguished us ytt. .:\. quJ!-=k 

. 
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gla nce nround dissipated the first t hough t, that an enemy bad 
suddenly pu t. iu  an appearance, and not a l i t t le pm�zlt:d, the 
two scou ts  roue on,  un t i l  tl 1f'y w ere met l>y Don :Munez and 
biH s1rn, who led the pnrty of  .M(·xicuns. 

" l\ly ch i l d-my daught< · t·- w lu·rc is �he ?'' gnsped ,  rather 
th un l 'ried, 1 l i e  old S1 1a 1 1 i a rd ,  l i i s  face n!:- l ie 1 1  wh i te. 

" Here S(·nor, sufe trn d u 1 1 l1 1 1 r t," p1 ornp 1 ly n·µl it-•d lU11st n11g. 

" Th e Virg in  uc prnbtfl 1 hut  she i s  savt:Ll ! BuL  Carmdu. 
-wilt-re is si te ?" Hddc..�d Don l\il1 1 11 rz. 

I sidora u t tered a l i t t l e  cry of npprehensiou. The two 
sco1 1t8 i n terclrnr ;ged rapid glances. 'l' l ien Hurricane Bi l l  r<:4 

p l i ed ,  thuugll h is vo ice trt:ml>lcd, despi te hi8 at tempt at sel f
Cl) l l  l l'C ►1. 

'' Dhl  you ·1ook in the corral ? I put  her thur out o' t he 
way u' t ile fig ll ti n', an '  then l i t  out to he lp Mustang hyar g i t  
\Jack t he l ady-wh ich we d id ,  us you see." 

" \Ve looited i n  every pl ncc-she is gone-Curmela ,  my 
c1 i i l tl - my poor ch il<l l'' husk i ly m1 1 t t,·rt'.d Don l\lu11 ez, wll ilt! 
] sidora and Lui� added the i r  lamen latious to h i�. 

'' T h a r  must he S<)me misl uke-the Injn ns didn' t. kcrry ber 
off, 01· l'<l 'a' seed s,ometl t i n' o' lier·. 1' l l e  h u l l  kit tuck t l.i is 
tra i l-but thar was only lter. Thur's some dev i l t ry-w luu's 
the grt·user thnt my p>tnl hy11r rid dow n-the l, lack one, 
d res:-:cd l i ke  a muu l«�y, I nwau t' 

" He isu, t here- I dtm't-" mu! t ercd Don �Inn <·z, glancing 
around upon Ids com p>rn ions. " He must huve fullen in  the  
tight. I havt'n ' t  seen h im �in ce." 

" Then he  went under 11 f 1 er I left the corrn l-hut bev any 
one o' ye noticed h is lrnrkidgt•-tt ir ye 81.l?'e he's dcud ?" 

The l\lexic11 ns one nntl ull slowly shook the ir  h eads. 'l'lie.v 
did not  renwrnber l i a.v ing seen Don B las si nce the figh t firl:lt 
opt·ned. They were t oo busy w ith lus Indios. 

llu rricanc Bill said 1 10 more, hut touched buck-skin wi1  h 
the spur ttnll gal loped swift ly to the corral. Len ping from t he 
su.« l d lc upon the fonc-e he entered t he  � nrnl l t·r cor ral-the  one in 
w l : ich he lrnd ldt Carmela Muuez. IL was empty. Qufok ly, 
ye t  w i th a keen eye ,t h a t  aJ lowcd nothing to escape i t ,  the 
scout quartered the grounrl,  exam in ing evtry foot of t h e  in
clos1 1 re. His d iscoveries were purely negat ive. There was 
no sign of a~ struggle lrnviug taken place, for, though t il e  

I 

· '  
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san<ly soil was deeply cut up and scored by the hoofs of the 
hul l 8  the corral h tt d  recently conhtined,  t lJ is wou ld  not  l1ave 
Preven ted Hurrica11 e from reading signs made afterwa1

rd. There 
\V us no blood truces-notll ing to tel l of a t ragedy liavi 1 ig heen 
enacted. C11 ruwla seemed 1 0  have vani sb◄!d in to  empty air. 

At ·h- ngt h  Hurr icane B i l l  t urued to the pnrty, who h ad 
1 ,el'n unxiou�ly awa i t i ng  the resu l t ,  being rcstrniued by Mus
t an� Sam from i nterrupl ing t he  scout. 

u Now geu t lemcn, when  you answer me a. few qut>st iom1, 
t h {'n I ' l l  td l you w bnt 'cl usion I've 'r ived nt. Fust- wllo 
among you knows this fe l l er you cnlh.•d Don Cavello ?'1 

'' I know t l i i� mucl1 ," sn id Don l\IuP.cz. " He, t oget h<�r 
W i t h  four men-b is vaqueros, Im said--st opped for the  n ight 
at my lwuse, fi ve d a}S s ince. He said be  was a stranger in  
tl 1l•se pur ls, that l ,e \\' HS on an cxp<:di lion afl<•r a drove of  
horse�., wh ich he in tended driv ing to Santa  Fe for a mnrkd. 
As I had  tl few h u n dred head that  I w i shed to d ispo�e of, I 
i nv i ted h im-tts Im ll (!penred to  be a gen t leman-to make my 
hous(-' his home unti l  after our l i t tl e  frsta, wken prouubly we 
c,,u l d  come to terms. Tllut is all I know of tim-but why . 
do you ask ?'' 

u fa any of h is  men byar now ?" 
" No-none are here hut 11eighbors-pc·rLaps they were all 

shi i 1 1-11 llcE itutPd Dou Munez. 
" One wu�-or badly wounded," en11gerly interrupted a 

1foxicnn. " He l ies at  the pavi l ion , yonder, i n  great agony, 
1>ruyi 11g for a priest t hnt l ie may not d i e  w i thou t  absolu t ion.» 

" Now geu t lemcu," qu ickly adde,l Hurricunc Bi l l ,  " I'l l te11 
Y1 1u w lrnt 1 th ink .  .Mi 1 1 cl ,  I've no proof, l>ut 'spicion p' in ts 
�t ro11g t lrnt a-way," nnd l ie to ld how he lr nd met Don Uuvel lo, 
t h l' q twst ion H nd h is a11�wt•r1 and t lr n t  l i e  had noticed tlie 

-:M t· x ica11 n1 1 1 11 i ng t o\\ nr<l t l 1 e  snrnl ler  corra l ,  as he  dushed out  
! 1 1  l 1dp Mui:;tHt JP,- Sum. " The Jady is gone. Injuns d idn't 
k tT r-y h (·r off-hut  somebody l l lU!-l 'a' d id  i t-for 'tain't l ikely 
l- l ie' d 'n' r u n  a ·way hers<.: l f ,  even cf sbe cou ld 'a' got out o' 
t l t u t.  1wn w i t hout  help. I l><: l icve th is  man you Clt.11 Don Cav
el lo l ies kenit'd htr off !" 

'' Bu t  it don 't seem- what r<>a�ons could he  hnTe ?" 
" '\Vai l  ou tel we  Re<.: t h is wom1ded mun o' h is'n. It ' l l  go 

hard, IJut we'll git tl.te trulll out u' him. :M ind-you a i1 1 't 

• 
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ary one o' you to in terfere, no matter W'hilt I mRy say or do. 
I'm workin' fer the good o' your duughter, o]d man, hut I 
won,t sta1 1d no fool i n'. The fust cri tter ns throws as much 
a8 a st raw i n  my way, down goes b is upple cart P' 

" Hyur's olle to l>ack ye, pard," quietly ut tered 1-'Iustang 
Sam. 

" No one will in terfere-but  make haste ! Th ink w hat 
slie-my poor Carmela !-think what she must be suff�r ing 
11 0w, if  i t  be as you su�pect," groaned the al most distracttd 
fa.ther. 

" I  do think, old man-I only w ish I clidn't think so m uch , 
fP-r we ull need cl'ar brains now,  ef we ever did afore,'' said 
Hurricane Hill ,  lead ing the wn.y to lbe pnv i l ion. 

Tl.le wounded mun wa� foun d  l_y iug wi th  several o thers, 
upon the blood -stni tu::d floor of tl ie pavi l ion, gronuing w ith 
agony, a lance- thrust w ith several m i 11or wom1rls nmrh ing l i is ·  
body. It was  the second vaquero whom 1\'lm,taug 8nm had 
overthrown in Urn con test of kn i fe '1)8. lasso. It was evident 
t!aat h is ruce waH well  n igh run, a1 1d Hurrican�'s pride re
vol ted from threateni ng  n· dying man; but then, as he  remem• 
berc<l Carmela, be steeled h is uerves. \ 

" Look here, my mau," he su.id in  the sufferer's own tongue, 
as he hl'1d a revolver before the Mcxkan's ey�s wl.itle he 
cocked it sign i fican tly. " Do you want to l ive long enough 
to mutter a prayer, or would you ratlier he tied up to t i i is 
post for me to spl i t  1Ju1 lcts on as I d id wilh the k u ife this 
morning ?" 

Tile wounded man averted hi.s eyes with a shudder of ter
ror. A l\ilcxican who w i ll face cold s teel i n  nn enemy's h9.nd 
w ithout fl inch ing, wi l l ,  in  n ine cases out of  ten,  show the 
w hile feather at sight  of a pistol . Hurricune Bi l l  had 
countett the chances closely. 

" What have I-a dying man-done, senor ?" ga�ped the 
vaquero, huskily. 

" Not so fast-I am to  8Sk the questions and you are to 
answer them, fr iend.  But first, Jc t  me te l l  you what w i l l  be 
the result i f  you refuse. You know how I can shoot ; very 
w<d l .  I wi l l  have you t ied up t o  a po�t, then l'H pick off 
your fingers one hy one. If tlJ is isn't enough, I'l l break your 
bones oue uy one will! bullets-but there, You undl'rstand 
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me. If you are reasonable, and speak pl ainly, not only wi l l  
we t ry to cure you up,  but  we' l l  sen d  for ii pudre to give you 
ubsolu 1  ion-" 

" I  wi l l  answer--will speak trutbfu11y, no matter what 
q ucstious you ask," eagerly muttered the wretch. 

" Do, and it wi l l  be the  better for you. Fir8t, then-who 
is tli is man-your ma.st er--wbom they called Don Cavel lo ?" 

With a �pasmodic effort the  vaquero l i f ted b is l1ea<.1 aud 
cast a c,w i ft glance uround. Then , w i th a gaf-p as of relief, 
be  u t tcrcd : 

" That was all a l ie-be is the man you know as BLACK 
GARCIA !" 

llnd " the man in the moon ,, suddenly droppE·d in to  their 
midst, the· l i ttle party could not liave Leen more thorougl.dy 
asto 1 1 i� l ied. 

BLACK GARCIA-the Joaquin Mnrieta of Mexico ; on1y i t  
waH Jonquiu 's)>lood-t h irstiness wi t hout Joaqu in's occasional 
g]chlll of chivalry, unredeemed hy Joaquin 's fearless duri ng 
and dash ing gallantry. A cut-throat, a robber, a ca.tt]e�tl1icf 
-woe bet ide the unlucky w ight who fel l  into the hands of 
th� IllHck 1\foxican. Death waH ccrtain--often preceded by 
tortu res the most diabol ical. 

" Sl.ict up 1" sternly com manded Hnrrricane Bill, adding, 
" ,v 1rnt ·was he aft�r, here ? Why wns he  in  d isguise ?" 

'' Ile swore he must have the  Senori ta Carmela for llis  
bride. He meant to carry her off to t.he retreut -" 

' ' \V hcrc is th is retreat Y Mind wlHll I told you about ly
ing 1" 

" I t'ij i n  the-the  Lopo h i l ls-any one can-ah !'' 
Ti le wounded mun ended w i th a hollow, gtisprng groa n of 

ngony, and ro1 1 ing over upon li is fa.cP, V<imikd forth great 
gou ts of hloo<l. Tllen, a �onvulsive shudder, a spusmo<lic ac
t ion of t he  muscles. He wus dead. 

But he had told enough. Beyond nll rerisonable do\lut 
Carmela hnd b�cn c.nrricd off by the  rohher r.llief to _ bis 
mou n ta in  rf' treat. Tht!re co11ld be no o t her solu t ion. 

'' Don't take i t  so hurd, old man," sa id �Irn;tung 8am t o  
Don .M mwz, who seemed u t t erly broken down by tu is new 
Ll ow. " We'l l  get your child back again, or go under in  1 be  

H 1 tempt, won't we pnrd ?" 



52 IllJ RUICANE BILL. 

" Yes-though the trai l  lead� lo - and back ng'in-I sw'nr 
it ['' grit lcll Hurricane B i l l. 

" Now, thcn-nt ouc:e-we are losi ng time l1cre-quick ! 
to horse 1'' crit:d Dou !Iun<:z, springi 11g u p. 

'' Yon must. let  us run  th is u iac i . i nc, old man," cool ly re
turned :Mustang. " A man uevcr mude nuy t i t iug } t: l by 
going of

f 

ut hal f-cock. Bot t i  llH'll and horses uet:d rcst-a1 1d 
t hen  t here's your wounded nnd your women. They must he 
taken cure of. Pick out sucl.1 men as you know you cuu de
pend u po1 1 ,  i n  a t igh t  pinch. The res t can take 1 he l 1m·t nud 
the womeu back to  some place of i:mfcty. rrhcn, aftc:r we 
take a u ite, and give the l1 1 11Sl·R a l i t t le grnss n11 1.i water, we 
can take np the trai l ,  <�vcn if i t  is dark. You know w bere 
t h e  Lopo h i l l 8  are ? Good t ,v e can strike the trail UH�n  
instead of  fol lowing i t  a l l  t he  way. Besides, the nig h L  w i l l  
he durk-wc'd liave t o  wu.it u n ti l  morning·. 80 · you see 
there'l l be no  t ime _lost, after ull." 

·u You're right- t h ough 'tis hard to remnin iJle even for a. 
momen t, wl.ien we know my poor cJdld iH in  sucl.J cruel 
Jurn ds," sighed the  old mun. 

' '  The rascal w i l l  not be npt to bother her un t il he gets 
safe to his den ; uud be sure we'l l  not be far behiud !i hn. 
Indeed we may overtake the th ief." 

Considerably checretl up, Don Munez and hi� son Luis sel 
to w or k  sel ect ing t he  men who W<'re tu accompany lhcm on 
the rol>ber-c1r nse. It was an CHBY matter to  muke up the de
sired number. Nearly every one of the llt>xica us had 
been, in a g reater or l ess d,igree, sufferers from tbe baud  of 
B lack Ga rcia, an<l a l l  Wt:re eager to strike a return hlow, 
when  led hy sncl.i men ns the two scouts, whom they be lieved 
invi ncilJle, after their performanCP. of that day. Tl.le re
nrni n tler were d ispatel icd wi t h the womc1i and tli e woundl'd 
to Di )n  :Muuez's rancho, ns bei ng the nearest poin t  of sH.fety. 

The  two scou t s  sut aside from the rema inder, si len tly �a.t
i ng some of tbc  fragments left from tue  " lm11quet " tlr nt had 
bee n Hprend for the  party at  moon. This  d isp:ltchcd, k 1 1 ow
i 1 : g  that Tornad,) nnd lJuc.l�-skiu were rnpidly fi l l ing th t: i r  
l.i i des, the pla i nsmen fi l l ed t he ir  p ipes, proving tl.iemscl vcs 
true lovers of the  " div ine  weed " by cxlrn l ing the sootu i ng, 
fr; 1grnnt vupor through their nostril::1. 
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" :Mustang. old pard," suddenly observed Hunieane Ili 1 l ,  
with a sidelong glance at h is com rade. " l t'i-; IJarcl l ines on 
me, your frcl z i n' to this l i tt l e  one-thongh I'm lwun' to s:1y 
you 've st ruck i l  rich. Sile's one o' tuem kind ye read ulwut ,  
slle is ? 13 , i t  t l ie 1 1 ,  i t  knocks me cend ways. You' l l  go g i t  
spl iced -then w hat ? Site ca in ' t  t ra ip8e the p la ins w i' us 
-1 1ur  she a i n ' t  t l ie  k i nd o' pwp,·rty must uny fol l er'd keer 
to leave ah i 11d  h im.  You' l l  �,e l t le down--t l iu t 's w h at's t l 1e 
m11.t ter. Thcu wliar's my parcl ? Durnetl ef I niu't u p  a 
stum p l,, 

'' You want me to give you a bit o' advice ?" 
" \V e ll, mcLlJe ' twouldu't do no Larm,>' hesitated Hurrt

cune. 
" I t's quick told. You jest hi tch on to a gal an'  come 

' long side o' us. V{ e k i n  st art even, und then sec wL icb 01�c 
' J I  l>e g ran'daddy fust., , 

'' I t's  ra�y for you to  tn l k ,  pnrd-you'i·e got the tlend open 
trn·' shet on i l-you're stuck w i' the gal, an' slle's dead gone 
ou you. Bu t ,  lwucst Injun, now-how does i t  feel to l>e 
that a- wny, l\lustaug ?-you, know what I mean," nddcd Hur• 
ricnuc, coaxingly. 

" Wel l ,  pard , you k in  ax the  hardest questions o' any lrn
rnan  critter I k 11ow. How does i t  fod ? Look hyar. 
S'p,,siH' you was a b'ur, wi' t he  tastes au' foel in 's c/ a b'nr. 
You come ulong un' Y'> ll fi 1 1 d  a grc't uig hol l er ht!e-tree. 
You c l imb up i t ,  nn' t'nr  off the  l>ark an' rotten wood ontel 
you cu n era w I ius idt·. Thar JOU fiucl tue honey, al l cl'a r an' 
pure, us tf i L 'd bi1 1  t> l rairn·d. You JJ i t ch in-the lwrH�y•s 
m ig l i ty sw eet-so's love Then your feet s l ip  an' you sl ide 
kcrsnrnck i n t<1 the tree-tnmk o> ,honey. I t's so th ick you  
don' t  s ink at once. It's so swed you cain't ]eave off eul iu ' i t ,  
t l i ongb ,  ul l the time you're ukunl o' bcin' 811clced in an' did 

fer." 
" You ain't afcard o' get ,  i n' sucked in ?" 
'' Not much-I was j is L  stu 1 i n' tue rule," laughed Mustf1ng. 
" Tllen i f  a fe l ler fi nds u gal who k in  turn h im cold or hot 

nll over in l ess' u a w i nk, jt,st by lookin '  at h i m-cf he feels  
jest 1

8 though he'd l ike  to l n)' down on the ground au '  ld l i er  
use h is kurk idge fer a doormat ; d he feels jest l i ke he1d Le 
sn ti�ficu to set s t i J l  11 u 1 l ook at llcr ontt: l  t h e  sun tur�d to a 

!I 
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snowball-ef he feels l i k� a powder kng stirred up wi' a red
hot poker whenever he secs any o iher he-critter a-lookin '  at 
her ; ef a feller hes all these symptum.s, to oncet, tllen-what 
th ink ? Is Lie i n  love ?" 

" You bet-llit ll urd, too !" promptly replied Mustang 
Sam. 

" I knowed it l Pard , I'm corralcd-l've got my gruel 
this time, sure I" solemn]y u l  tered Hurricane Bill . 

" You mean i t ,  Bil ly ? Then gi' us your paw-I glory i n  
your spunk-I do so I vVe're i n  the same box, a'ter all !'' 

Hurricane Bill  shccpi:;h ly clasped the extended mem ber. 
He looked l ike a man attending h is own funern1. 

" Yes-but it'R u crooked trail , a' ter all .  Mebbe i:1he con]d
n't see it in my l ight-I reckon she'd laugh at me; ef she 
knowed what a softy I be. 'Tain't l ikely a fine pkce l ike 
hfl' 'd  take a shine to n rough varmint like me-I ain't cut 
out fer a l ady's man-" 

" Cheese i t ,  pnrd-n. honest man's a man, an> you're hafe 
a dozen rol led ii:; to one. Ilut who is the gal ?" 

" T''other one-l ittle one's sister-I thought you knowed." 
" Hurrny ! t llree to one-ef l i ttle one, you an' me cai 1 1 ' t  

corral her, then we're Jess a'count then I ' l l  ever b'l ieve. Jest 
co1 1s ider i t  settled, Billy, boy-we'll run that race yit-shore t 
,v e) ll sooc straigb ten the crooks out o' the trail. We'lJ git 
lier back fust-" 

" I'l l  do i t  or bu'st somethin' f" gritted Hnrricane Bil l .  
And thus for a couple of lH>llr!i or more the border broth •  

ers convc:r�ed together, un t i l  H u rricane Bill felt nearly es 
h opeful and l igh t-hearted as Mustang Sam. 

'l'hc sun had lJ<:'en lt id tlen from sight for more than an 
lwur when word was pn.ssell lo suad i e, up  nnd prepare for the 
road, tl..1 c  animals havi ng eaten and drank their fill. Tbe 
heaven was cleur, the stars shin ing brigh tly, giving l ight  suf
ficicn t for the purpose of the party. 1'hey did n ot interni 
fol low ing the  t rail . If the w ords of the dy ing robber con l d  
he <if.pended upon , Ill a.ck Garcin would he found n�nr l 1 1 1.: 

Lope; )1 i J ls. By pr<'ssing ·on, llwy might reach there before 
}.lim, wb.en l�f rest would be easy. 
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C H A P T E R  V I .  

THE " EVIL LAND." 

THE :Mexicans are nothing if not superstitious. Though 
H urr icaue Bi l l  aud his comrude had lopg been aw�re of t h is 
fact, it.  was dioagl'ecnuly presented to them before tllc night 
ivns 1ml f gone. 

,v1ien first sett iog out from the corral, the scouts bad 
clo�cly q\1estioueu their all ies concern i ilg tlie pos i tion of the 
Lopo h i lls, the distauce and pn,l>abJe t ime i t  would occu py 
in  muking the journey. Someh.ow there seemed till extraor• 
d i  nary d ifference between the two Inst. · Was t he ground .c,o 
very d ifficul t ,  then ? Yes, it was d ifficult-very rough a1H.l 
hrngl�d. They must muke a circuit of numy lllile�-no one 
coul d  cross the Mal Puis and l ive. 

' ' Tl.le ' Evi l  Land,' cb r in terrupted MQslang Sa m.  
• '  What  makes it so much worse t llan t he rest of the country r 

'l'he  answer came promptly , clo�ely resembling a skirmish
line tiring a� wi l l ,  eacll shot clcucu iug the one preced ing i t, 
the w hole forming a wi l <l melange ()f the weird, rid iculous, 
trngic a11 1..l fantastic that one fiu<li:; nowhere to grt:ater pcrfec
t i < J ll t han iu :Mexico. 1\11u·vel0L s leg1.mds wtre uarrnt< •d of 

' sti l l  more marvelous adveu tures auu CSCH})t.'S ; und wh i le spe�, k
ing the unrrator>s V<Jice grew more subdued, u i:::; sul !ow cheek 
pale, h is great black eyes fill with a suptn lil ious l igb t  us he 
ghrn� half-fearfully over h is sh oulders like one who sees 
other shadows thau tl10sc of u ig lJ t  alone. 

l[any a �tou t man bud eu tcn!d the " Evil Land," ei t her 
t. h l'ougb iguornnce or t h rough fool hard iness. A fow ht1d l'lll• 
t�rged from i l ; but how ? As m iserable, id iot ic wretches to  
w\iom deat h  would he a blessed boon. The rukr of tLe E�· i l  
Land  1 1 1ul touched their  urain w i t h  h is st:ttr ing fingcr- h11 d  
breathed his IJtdcful breath upon them , shrivel ing t heir mu�
c les, drying their brains, d istor t ing t heir l imb�, uu, k iug uld, 
u�crcpil cripples out of t i l e  young, h a le man who, l>ut a ·auy 
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or a week before, lrnd been the  pride of h is v i l lage, the l ight 
of h is motlie1 's soul. 

Aud of t hose who had never returned ? Ah,  t he  nnsw< r 
was i--t i l l  easier. TIJey 1 , a <i brnved tht sp i r i t '>CC'u p11 n ls of 1 he  
Ev i l  L · 1 1Hl . They ptri�:h t:d i n  t he ir  b l i nd 1 1n:s. fJow � 'l' l i t·y 
wt·re sacr ificed. Their  l.H > I H .'S cou ld  r:; t i l l  be S(·t:n .  �ome 
wnc Lstcl led w i th  invbih le  cha ins to tLe rocks- t J i us l hey 
had di l'd .  An <l the i r  (frspair i ng sl i ri � ks  for l 1 t l p  only St'l'V( d 
to frig h ten aw 11y th ose traveltrs w lwse hea rts Wt're strong 
enougi-l to tuke t hem nlon5 I he edge of the Evil  Lund. And 
then ,  j ust t\t m idnigh t ,  t he  scatt ered bones were reuni ted ,  (.'ach 
in i ts proper pl act\ and ,  d tspi te the  groans and sobs of the 
tort urnd spiri ts, the skt• le ton-lmnd w11s forced to  wui t u pon 
t ll <. :i r mast�rs-upou the demons of the  Evi l  L,md, wl.to, for 
0 1 1c  honr, held w iid, unholy orgies nnd blusphc.:mous carousals 
in the i r  1rn tura l  te1 1 i ples of rock. 

The true  bd iLve:-r" w ho are obliged to puss neat· this 8pot
t h is Evil Land-do so i n  fear nnd tn·mul ing, tel l i ng their , 
lJeu(l � ,  mul ler i r 1g the i r  prnycrs und nervously hand l i ng  t he i r  
um1 1 l e 1 s  and charms, to  ket·p  off t l 1 e  treacherous gnomes al l ll 
ev i l  8piri t s  who hover around bis footstep!:-,  greedi ly w aiti 1 1g 
uiul wntch ing for Rn ungunrdt'd moment i n  w li ich they cnu 
as�m i l  h im. And then cunu ing and St>dnct ive lures are cast 
i n  his wuy, art fu l ly ch osen n.ccord iug to li b tt-mp.e rulll<'. l lt 11 1 1d 
l i k ings. A w onutn , lovdy ns n. d ream , w JJose eyes, J i ps, 
whose every movement  1uid ge�ture speak:, of love ; perchance 
s l ie app1·a lH to h is cl t i va l ry-slrn is a persc cu tt-:d lJeing, 01 1e  

who  lrnR terrible, r<-'morselcss e1 1emies, but  wh ose friends have  
al l v 1rn ished--u u less he assists hn, �he  is doomed. Ot l 1t-rs 
lJiwc lJecn tempted w i t h  n duzzl i ng t rcnsure-w i t ll heaps of 
l>righ t ,  yel low gold  und  �pnrk l i ng  jewels of untold pri� But 
woe unto t hose who l.tcsi tatc fur even onie momeut. He is 
lost-forever lost  I 

A nd so the word rnn  roun d. No sooner d id one voice 
cease t han another took i t  u p. At first HurriC'ane ·Bi l l  and 
.M11stang Sam 01dy 1 11 1 11,!hecl ; hut  then they w»Xt<l im patie ut . 
As l\iark Twain hat h i t-it  wns grow ing monotonous. 

" Look here," ut  lengt h cried .M11s1Rng Su m. " Don Munez, 
you are a man of sense. ,v uut <loes a l l  t h is meRn f A re 
your fo l lows tryiug to frigh ten us w i t ll t Lcse cock-uutl-uull 
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press h i m  so hard that he won't have time to pnt any (1 evil's 
play i n t o  execution. There you lu ive , i t ,  short nud sweet. 
You and your men can do just as you please. As for B i l l  
und T ,  we 1Lre goi ng straight alltu.d, Evil Land or  not. I f  
your fears are stronger t lrnn your love for your ch i l d ,  you' l l  
t urn l>ack ; i f  not, you' l l  fol low us,'' cool ly added llu�ti1 1 1g 
Sam. 

" Senor lt'Iustcno, because you rendere.d my dnnghter a ser
vice, t h at gives you no righ t  to insu l t  me," l.rnuglt ti ly r�pl i�<l 
the Mexic�rn. Then add ing, in a more even tone : ·,' lfy sou 
Luis a11 d I wi l l  fol low wherever you chooae to lead. I was 
spl'u k ing for ou r fr iends, not. for mysel f. I have hcen 11 

sold in too loug to great ly fear spiritq, e i ther good or had." 
" You lu-•a1·, cornnides,'' qn ick:y said J\ilustang, turn ing to 

the  J\lfox ica 1 1s. u We have decided to go on. Let those who 
are men fol l ow- let  the cowards rtnrniu beh ind. Yon need 
fea r  11 0 .ev i l  spiri ts wh i le with us. Both my friend and my
sel f are what the Iuu ians cal l big med icine. 'Twi ll be a 
powerfu l spirit t l. iat we cun uot quell ." 

" By a l ead p i l l ,  throug h n steel tube !" muttered Hurricane. 
l\Iudang S:-, m said no more, hut rode on , n.f ter a momen t's 

hesi tat ion the  :Mexicans overcame t heir supers t i t ion en ough 
t o  fo l l ow ttftcr. But the i r  pale faces, t l 1 e ir  t rembl i ng l imbs 
and  t he ncrvou�, fearfnl glances they cast arouud them, told 
at w hat an ex1Tt ion of w i l l .  

Ti le " Evi l  Lancl I'' Trnly the  n>\me was appropriate . 
A wi lder, 1 1 1ore gloomy and desolate spot could scarce lie fou n d  
CVPll i u  that laud  o f  extremes and startl ing cou tr; 1S l s. Un
dn the broadest g l are of the  noo.nda.y sun th is region had a 
d ismal, lonely, rerwl lent l ook,  that, hcucath the fai n t, u11cer
tai 1 1  l igh t. of t h e  tw ink l ing st,trs was increa:-;ed ten fold. 

TI ie  trnct was neHrly th irty mi les i:n. w idth. What had 
orig inal ly hetn n val ley, lying between two ridges or si,!rras, 
wai:1 now al mosl fi l l ed 11 p to a ltvel w i t h  the sierras, lutvi11� 

· been, at no very d ist an t era, the scene of a volcuu ic convu l 
fion. Near the center of th is tract was tbe crater, con�idera
hly more tl rnn a thousand fed from edge to edge, a11d  nearly 
one- I  h i rd that in depth at the center. 

The cracked and seamed l ava arou nd had gi ven grow th to 
a few stu nted oak and mrzquite trees. Prickly penr nnd 
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w ei rdly sbap,ed cncti abounded on evPr3 h a nd. Here nud 
tlu-rc were �ca t tered huge hlucks of lav �, ,  brokt'll in l o  Sl l frngt', 
cvt- n s1 n.rl l i 1 1g  sha pes. No w ond t-r the  E:u pers t i t i ons Mcx i
c11 1 1s l rt·q 11ent ly start1 ·d and mut l ert'd a prayer, us t he 11 ig h t
s l iadow:; played nrouud these mon!:-t ro� i t ies of na ture, for at 
t i mes t l icj 8e·t->nu.:d jn!'.!t  ttbout to lenp forwurd und H·ize upon 
t l a e  dttri ng uwrtah, w ho h 1 Hl ve 11 tun·d  i 1 1 1 o  t h ei r  sacred do
ma ins. And  it wtts on ly  t h e C( >OI , unda untc,d demeanor of 
the t w o  scou·ts that preveuted them from turning to seek 
sa ft. ty i n  fligh t. 

The cdg·e of t he crntcr wa� renched with considerable d i f
ficu l ty  ; and then, pausi ng to  l.>rtmthe  t l i e i r  un imu ls, U.ie men 
glauced dow u wurd, al l curious, some a wed. 

The  seamed nntl cra< ' kcd sides of the vnst basin wne 
th i ck ly  covered w i th  a stun ted growth of  d wurf oa�� .  m('l:
quite nnd cocon l re<.-'s. Far below cou ld  l>e seen li small Jake 
or po1 1d ,  i : s  i nky Hnrfnce rt.·flccting t he  stars nbove. Tue 
shri l l  croaldngs c,f !fogs were in inglt!d w i t h  the i nd ist i 11ct 
hum anc� buzz of m any insects. 

" Ay de nd ! w h at i s  that ?" suddenly gasped one of tlie 
1tiex i<-uns, poin l i ng downward. 

. . 

There w as sornetlting g l id ing along lhe side of the basin ,  
rapidly approa"cli ing t h e  party, w i t hou t  even so mucb us a 
rustlt: as it passed t urough t i.le shrubbery. Then i l  pan:-ed 
nnd a low,  wai l ing cry H rose npou t h e  n ight air-a cry t hut 
seemed mouni fu l und plaint ive, yet w i l h  a cadence tlncuten
inµ-, fc11 r- i 1 1spiri 11g. 

The  l\.foxicans, giving free vent t.o their �mper�tit ion, fell 
to pray ing und cal l i ng upon the sa i n ts to prtservc t h�m from 
the ev i l  �p i ri l s ; lmt not so the two plarnsmen. They lmrl 
hcanJ s  imi lur sou nds bcfcre, and, w i th n ative rccklessne::1s, they 
langhHl· loud l y  al the terror of the ir  companions. 

" Skel rcd ut  a cllougar t'' luugbl·d :M ust ang Sam. 
" St iddy, o1d boy-stiddy, hnck•skin  I'' ·mut tered Hurricane 

B i l l ,  us be flung forward h is rifle muzzle. 
The hcnst was crouch ing for its ljjap. Bnt the  scout's lrnnd 

· nnd t ·ye were too quick, d espite the g loom that qn i le  h id the 
dunhle  �i_u;h l s. At the  slrnrp, pecu l iar report , t he  2-1 i r  was 
ren t by a funous scream, nn<.l the cougar shot th a ough the  
u.ir, fa1 l iug in a heap bt:nealh the l.10rse's ftet, tf!oi·lug and 



60 IlOlUUCANE BILL. 

bi t i ng  t he  ground in its _death agony, but beyond all power 
of < lo in� harm. 

Scvt·r,d of t h e  terrified lHex icn ns were flung to 1 he ground 
by t h ei r a l u rmc<i nni mal�, w here t h t'y cowcred , s t i l l  muttering 
t h e i r  prayt-rs. ll ll rri cttne B i l l  emor tt'd w i t h d i sgust : 

" The or'uarics t �e t o' co wttrdi:; I ever see'd l" 
' ·  You won't  �ay t l i a  t , senor, w l i e11 t lu se men are con• 

fr , m l t'.d wi ll! Black GurcitL's girng," sLortJy rep1 icd Dou 
filu 1 1 ez 

.. l .lopc not. Ef I l i ev c:1m;e-ef they kerry on tlten, l ike 
t lH.'Y do now, dev i l  gri l l  me a l ive e f  I dlm't waste a l oad o, 
l eud , ,u cv'ry pesky varmint  o' them-so tluu· I'' grilled llu� 
ira l l! Bcou t. 

A fow sharp words from D·H1 1\-In n PZ part i a l ly  assure<l the 
J\Iexiurns t h at  t i l e  danger wns past ,  bu1 not evt: n  h is d i rec• 
t. i o 1 1�, �C1t!-01 1cd 11s 1 hc.�y were w i t h  su n c l ry hot  oat hs, could in
d nce t lw1 1 1  to �t-'para te in  pun-mi l of t heir m 1 1stu11g8, w h ich 
l 1 wl gal l oped a w uy,  alar1 1 1ed hy l i te wt'l l-k nown  screnm of 
t i l e  coug·f1l'. An<l the sc1 1u  ts were forced to iwcua-e the uni• 
111 1 1 b t , , l'msel vcs, \'\' Ii ich they fi nal ly effected, w i t h  some l i t t )e 
d ifficu l ty. The ad vt· 1 1 t 1 1 re h : :d  not st:rvcd lo strengthen tlieir 
coufidence i n  t l.:eir a l l ies. 

'' \V t:\l he i t cr l ig h t  out  an' Jet these or' 1rn ry imps sl ide�
th t·y ' l l  do more dam idge t l ian good," uttered i-Iurricane lli l l ,  
d hig1 1 st1 ·d ly,  as I he  pnrty left t i l e  crater beh iud  tl..1em, rid i ng 
n� r:1p i t ! ly us pos�i ble un<ler the  circumstauccs. " A  jack
ruub i t  '<l w h i p  ou t. the h u l l  k i t ! '' 

" Ti ley k i u  stop a bul let. as wel l ns a w h i te man, pant," 
wns the  quiet rep ly. '' llut  t l icy' l l  < lo bel ier w hen t.hey git  
face to face w i l il t har o w n  k i n d  They made a pretty fu't• 
s l iow wP  t he  rctl-sk i 1 1s, w hen t hey 011 cc got stn rl(�d." 

Thus t h e  lo 1 1g u i gh l  wore away. h was sl ow, dHllcult 
t ravd iug,  uut t i l e  par 1 y  d iu not  care to hal t in sucu un u n i n
v i t : 1 1 �  spnt, where tl i c re was 1 10 wa ter for l l i emscl ves· or ani• 
m: . J  ... , 11 1H.l kt• p t  s tead i ly  01 1 .  The jour11ey consun,cd more 
ti me l h-an t l i L·y had expeeted, however, n.nd the  sun wu.H two 
h uu rs l l ig l l  before t h 1 ·y Li i rly passni the  bouud ary of  t he 
Evi l  Land. Then t l ity ha l ted \.,csidc a smal l ,  8park l i ng  tt l'

royo, anJ k i n d l i ng a fi re, hastily cooked some jerked meat, 
w h ilc tl1e l.lor�cs greedily cropped the rich grass. 

• 
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Hu rricane Ili l l  cou ld  not rest con tented , and Eculed oue of 
the h ighest poi n t s  urounci ,  tak i ng n close and careful scru t i uy 
of t he !-U rround ing con1 1 t ry.  For snme t ime he nrnde no mo• 
tion of d iscovery ; hut t hen , sw i ng in� h is hat  abo,·e his hend , 
l ie  came raci ng down ll1 c  h i l l ,  ca l l i ng n lond_ for t hem to Hld· 
d ie  u p  i n  >l hu rry. 

" T l i i-y 'rc uv<. ·r t h a r-four on  'un-ri cl i u' along l i ke  1 1H·y 
Wa!-- 1 1 ' \. i u  a h u rry. Q 1 , ic k-nwbhe we k in  overt ake 't: 1 1 1 Le
fore tl iey l aole ,  c f  w c.-' rc l i vely," h e  �pl u l tt>red, greatly excit ed,  
�s ht flung the saddle ncros8 old buck-sk in. 

Five m inutPs lfiter they were crossing t ile  ridge. And a 
Jow, glad cry broke from tlJe l i ps of near]y al l ,  us they also 
dis 1 i 1 1gu is l i ed the s low moving dots. 

Then w i tll deadly eugcrncEs they pressed forward. 

C H A P T E R  V I I .  

BLACK GAUCIA UNMASKS. 

FROM t he  first n ppcnrance of Hurr icane Bi l l  and _:Mustang 
S ,m ,  t h a.t <lay hud l>e<•n any t h ing b11 t a. p ln1sant  one for 
the gR.l lan t  Don Blas C,Lvel lo, or rat her Black Garcia, t h e  
n 1 < ,un tu i n  ou t l aw. A r i d  h e  h ad nn l ici ptt t ed so much from i t ,  
that  the nwak ing w;is doul, ly db-appo in t i ng.  

Good look ing, i f  not prn- i 1 iv t'ly lwntls, ·me ,  Wh<' n  h is  ( 'Vil 
pns�ions lny dorman t ,  wt, l l - fonucd, w i t h  u �mooth ,  i nsimrntiug 
ndd ress n l ld al most inordi1 1 ate vun i ty, he bel i t1vct.l t h h; day 
wou l d  com plete t h<.> conqnest of the fair Carnwla's IH•a rt-
com plcte, for h e  bel ieved he had alr�ady won t ile mn idcn's 
good graces. A sk i J l fu l , g-ruceful rider, un expert i n  a l l  t h e  
nati onu l games, l i e  WhS confident o f  proving 8. victor i n  : a 1ost t 

i f  uo t  a 1 1  o f  t h e  t l' iu ls. Arn1 t hen ,  n ftl'r dh:pl 11J ing t h e  gn-tce 
o f  h is pe rson at t he  fa ndango w i t h  w liiell t h e  fensl ·wus 
meant to t <·rmi 1 1ate, h e  intcndt�ll propo�i 11g. After u l l  l ids, 
Curmeln  cou ld  not r<-'jtct, h im. And, t hough not usua l l y  
g i\"tll t o  cou nt ing l he  co�t, Illack Garcia would rnt htH' l . uvc 
Dou :M unez aud Luis as friends t llan enemies. But  he was 

\ 
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-J ikc many another un l ucky w igh t--fated to experience the 
tru t h  of the adage-'' The best laiu plans of men and mice 
gang aft aglcy. » 

He was bea ten  at every point by l\iiustang Sam, and finally 
h u m il ia ted-l i t c-;ral ly  crushed t.o earth-. caused to flee ] i ke a 
vc�ry era vcn before the brigh t  eyes of the  ma id�n w l iom h e  
L a d  so surely counted upon winning. A n d  h e  h a d  not iced 
the evi dent i nterest of Carmela i n  tue dttsh ing American, lwd 
iu tercepted the l rnlf-fcarfu] glances of ad m iration that Hurri
cane  D i l l  cou ld  not cont rol. It was a bi t ter  p i l l  for h i m  to 
have swal lowed, and us he did not l ack courage-us he n fter
ward proved-there would probably h uve been a trngeJy lo 
mnrk the feast day, even hutl not the. Apaches put i u  au up
peurance. 

He fonglit desperately, carvi ng h is name in letters o f  bl,�oJ 
upon the bod ies of t h e  Indians. He saw tlrn rescue of Car
mela, and then,  h is l i enrt boi l ing over w i th l 1atred nnd 
jealousy, he cut b is way t h rough the melee, and saw Hurri
car.e lli l l  returning after huving placed Carmela in-as h e  
uel ieve<l-a place of �afety. I n  that moment a l>old pl ttu 
en tered ll is mind, and h e  lost not a momeut in currying i t  
out. 

Dashing across the corrnl, he saw Carmell\ there hnlf insen
sible, lrnl f-stupefied l>y the l10rr i l>le 8Cene i n  wh ich �he  hnd· 
been a lH'. I ple:;s actor. S i le  d id not appear to not ice Garcia 
ns he passed by, nnd out at t he  bars. Here he caught up  a 
laFso from the pi le  upon the grounJ, and speedi ly secun•d one "' 

of t he m ustangs tl iat prun·ced aromHl , lt->rrifie�l , yet 10 t h to 
leave the :;:pot. vVh ih� thus engaged, J3hck Garc ia  u ttered 
several shr i l l ,  pecul iar '¥ h i� t lcs. It wns a sigrrnl well know n 
to his men, and as l ie heard it answered, a l l  doubt of succe�·s 
le f t  the 1\1exican'8 m ind. 

Hastily lowering the top bar, lrc leap<.>d over and canght 
9arnwla np i n  his �rrns, promp1 1y st ifl ing her fn i n t  scre,lln 
w i th his hrond pal m. The yel ls nnd  con fusion s 1 i l l  told of 
a fierce st rng:gle ho,yon d-t.he cry of  Carm da lrnd not heen 
h eard. And w i th a l.wa rse ] augh, the bnnd i t  spu rred h is 
h orse to tl ie leap. For a monwnt h is heart fairly stood st i l l  
as he  saw two men rusli ing toWJll'tl b im-l>ut then lie rccog 
nizc<l Juan nnd Oroch e, h is t rusty men. 
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" Quick-get yourselves horses and fol low me," he  cried, 
as li e dashed away, adding, in a monotone : " If those fools 
only keei, np their  fun for five more minutes-u nt i l  I can 
pal-B the long sand-h i l l  yon <kr, ttl l  w i J l  be well .  Bt fore lht•_f 
can guess tbe tru th ,  I' l l he far on my vrny to the h i l Js-n ,, cl 
once w i t h  my hold ] 11 <1s ,  Jet w l i o  w i 1 1  fol low my t ra i l ,  I care 
no t  I Lc,ss wi l l  come back-if any !'' and again llJC mounta in  
out law laughed. 

He did succeed in gnining cover beh ind ·t b e  long ridges of 
�and , hoth he and his two men, be fore the Apnch es - begttn 
the ir  rettcnt. Fortune was smiling upon h i m  at Inst  ! 

For hours the  three horsemen continnrd tlic ir flight nt a 
s teady, rapid puce. All this t ime Carmela ba<l not spoken a 
word , h ad �carce m ade a voluntary moti6n. She lay 1 ike a 
drooping lily i n  t h e  bnnd i t's stout arms, her head p i11owed 
upon l.i is breast, h is  bot brenth plnyuig over her colorless 
cheek. Sile seemed in a stupor, though h er eyes were half 
uuclo�ed. 

" So much the better," muttered Black Garcia. " It saves 
trouble aud mayhap some hard feel ings. I don' t fet:l i n  the 
humor for sooth ing even lier. Those cur sed hert' lics-may 
Sat an provide them hoth w i t h  close quarters this day I To 
t b iuk t hat I-I, Black Garcia, k ing of the desert, should h ave 
been so humbled by two beggarly .Americans ! But 'twas n <>t 
done fai rly-the devil b imst· l f  aided them-they must have 
canicd some charm that enabled them to s tand lwfore bet ter 
men. And I- lil ind fool that I am !-forgot that I had 
broken my promise to San Ignacio. Only that lw w au dfcn<l
ed, I cou ld  hnve laugh<d their  charms to scorn. But I wi l l  
double the  offering-I swear i t  hy my patron saint !-and 
when next we meet, the ta LJes w il l  be tu rned.,, 

Unt i l  long after aun�et the outlaw rode on  w i thout halt ing. 
Ile d id n ot en ter th e Mal Pais-he dare not. . Like all of his 
co ln t rymen , snpers• it ion held u firm place in l; is min<l ; " llen
ever h� glanced tow!lrd the region of evi l  repnte, he  mutten-d 
a prnyer or ca1 1cd upon Ids patron saint .  Nor were h is  men 
auy uol<lcr. To judge from the ir  mut tered waHl�, t h e  trio , 
were saio ts-not an oath passed thdr lips ; prayers took tllcir 
place. 

At k,:1gth the party drew rein beside  a small spring, where 

• 
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there was grass sufficient for thei r jarled animaJs. The men 
J i gh ted the i r  husk cignros. Food they had n one. Carnw1a. 
st i l l  seemed unconscious of h , ·r pcri l ous,si tua lion. S i le  seem ed 
l i ke on6 <h1zed , s1 1 1mwd, only l i u l f  a l i've. Tl te  t (11Tor, t i l e  
s i!.!11 1. o f  h t• r  fri end"  fa l l i ng l icnen t h  the hn tcht'ts 11 1 1 d  k 1 1 i ves 
o f  t he tnrih lc Ap , chc ·�, t he  near approach of  dt:>a t  h t o  l t t: rs, l f  
h ad  1 1 u 1ubed 1 \ i e  fae1 1 ) i i 1 ·s of bur m ind. S lw  l uy do w.n up1 > 1 1  
t h t� h l a 1 1 ke l  t h a t  B lack Gardn spread for her, and  i n  u fe w 
rno1 1H· 1 1 ls 1 1wre wa s  sound ly sl et.'p in!{. I t  was JU�t  w lrn t. s he  
nt•t·ded.. ,v 1 i en  she awoke, i t  wou ld  be  wi lb  a clear and  u n
c l t :u l led brain. 

B lack G,,rda. d id  not sleep. Ile wns too busy t li i nk ing 
over t he events _  o f  t h e  past day. His though ts were b i l l.er 
e1wng l i .  l ie  co1 1 l \l not forget how signa.l J y  l ie  had been de� 
feakd, how de<·p ly Ids h 1 1 r10r-- sucli wus h is t ho 1 1gb t-had 
I.wen ou lraged hy t i l e  i nso lent Anwricans. And ,  t oo, t hough 
he  d i d  uot repe 1 1 t  h i s  action i n  ahduct i 1 1 !!  Canl\ l · l a ,  he li. l l l 'W  
t l 1n l i t  wo1 i l \.i make t rouble for him. Don J\{mu·z was the 

most i l 1 th1 t-n 1  ia. l  lll hll for �cores of mi les aroun<l, looked up to 
and lwnorc<l hy u l l  h is ueigh liors. l l e  was hrnve, too, a 1 1cl 
e1wrgetic. Ile woulu n ot rest qu ie tly uuder such n bluw. 
He wou)d soon t,e upon the  ou t l aw's heds. Whi le  lie l ived, 
there would be no F-afcty for Black Garcia. 

Wroug h t  u p  hy these reflect ion!-!, the band i t  arousE>d Jijs 
mtn and b ud  lhe  an i mals pn•pared f1 1r t h e  roud. Then he 
totu·lH·d Carmela, who  aroused w it h  a l i t t l e  c ry of alarm. 

' ·  You have no t h i n g to fear-you are w i t h  frie1 1 d�, l a dy. I 
reg rd t l i n t  your n•p 1 1�e shou ld  he d btur lu:d, hu t  I f..11 r 1 IH .. re 
a re e n i  mic,:; npou our  tra i l ,  aud w e  mn�l seek ':ia fety i n  fligl i t,'' 
qu ie l l y  spoke I l le  �h:x ican.  

" l\ly fa 1 l 1 t •r-L1 1b--w l tere n re lh <·y ?" fa l t en·d Cn1·m,-],i 
., Do J O II l l l l t n · 1 1 1 < · 1 1 1 ! . t ·I' ( T h i n k- t ry a 1 1 d  l'l 'l 'ti l l  \-\' ) 1 ttt lws 

hnppennl ," s 1 f 1 ly breat hed t i le  ou 1 l a w ,  i n  a tone of sc<:m i 1 1g 
sy m pat1 1y .  

" T i le  Ind i ans-I remember-I re.nwmhcr now I'' l!'l-l!<J lt'd 
, Carmel a, in a slruincd voice. " llut tell me-uo-it cuu not 
ue I" 

u What can not be ?" 
" That they nre- no, they are not dend-you are t rying to 

deceive me !" cried Carmela, sllrinkiug back. 
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" You wrong me, ]Ady-but you w il l  do me justice wlH· n  
you i , re cal mer. Y, iu w i l l  �ce then t lrnt I a m  your  true 
fri < " 1 1d  ---your only friend . now," q n i e 1 1y ndded Bb,ck Gi l rc ia .  
"· Uut come - t here i s danger in r<-• ni ai n i n�  hen•. T i,c A pa
c l i e!i! am c·l < JHC u pon our  t rn il .  "\Ve rn m;t r ide  lw rd i f  we  
wou ld  (·SC11 pe ca pt ure-and yon  cau gul'ss w hat t ha t  wou ld  
I.Jc  to J� • 1L" 

Carnwla  no longE> r n·sistf>d. The wor<lR of the m a n  w l i o  
cal led h i n .sel f h e r  friend, h i t1h.·d t h n t  h t r  fnt her, brot h (  r and 
sis ter lrnd bl'en k i l l  ed. At  t l ,at moment she  coul <l t h ink  o f  
not h i ng  else. A 1 1d  Rlle offt.·rt d no r<·sh:tn ncc w l1 en Black 
G11rci n. l i fted lwr before h i m  and rode off t l iroug h t h e u ig l t t. 

Had he been con t en t  to let W<· l l  enough n lone, i t  is  possi
ble t h u t  Cn rn ?ela might have bel ievt'u a l l ,  and he w ould h a ve 
hn,1 no t rouble wi th  hu· u n t i l  h is ret rea t  WHS gA.i ned. But  
Bh1ek Garcia rntl ly loved her-as t rnly ns n brute l ike l 1 i m  
could love-w it h u h l i nd ,  nn rettsm1ing pnsi-t ion ; Hnd  he ,vi:-- l icd 
t o  n·move the  mnuc ,ry of h i� d is1! l': 1 ce, i f  po�si l i lP. 1\ 1 1d  so 
l 1

1

e to l d  lJ er of the  ma1 vdous dt-ed -. he lmd perfornwd, of the  
many A pllChts who had fn l l Pn hel lut lh  h is prow«  ss as he  
ch 11 rgt ·d t h em � iugle - lumcled to rt scue ht-r from t ht: i r  ru t  l i l 1 · i:s 
grr.sp. llut l.w ovenlid t be mat tt-r. 'l' l te maiden's m i nd wns 
huf-y. She b,  gnn to rt'col 11 ·cl some of the pnsl (�ve11 , �, and 
then ,  l ike a revdnt ion of l i� h t ,  the t ru th  fla.::-hcd upon l ier. 

" Yo u  are speaking ftt.lsPly-you did 1 1ol  save nw-'twas 
he-the no l ,le Amcrican-lte saved my l i fe-rwt you !" sud
(l en ly (• xc l a imed Curme)1\, rais ing l i er head. 

lllack Ga rcia wus tu ken a11 ,1hnck. He n t temptccl to stam
mer a dt., n i u l ,  but  she quick ly i n te rrup ted l i im .  

' ' S1op- do uot s l a in  your !-011 I  w i t h  more l i , ·s. Yon h1t de 
me  n·1He1 1 1 lwr- I  do. I r, 1 1w 1 1 1 lH·r t l 1 H I  he �1 1vHl me, wh ,  11 

· t l 1 t·. k r : i fr  of  u tvni l i l t> J u d h n  w11s  n l  my l i enr t .  I n · rni •m ht ·r 
t hal hP  l < >Ok n , , . to the ('Ol'rn l ,  11 1 1d plaet·<i llH' i n  �n rdy . .  J 
n n 1 1 ·m l >1.: r I h H I  you C'a l l 1P-1 l l a r  you c•. : , r t i, d nH· 11 vn,y , n ho r sc •
baC' k  And  I 1 , t : l ievc t h a t  you !-'poke fo l s,- ly  w hen  JOU made 
U!e t h i n k  t ha t  my f r  iend!-1 w ,  re a l l  1 1 1 11 rd, ,n·d ! ' '  

' ' Thcs< •  ,. n• l w r, J  wc ,n 1 8,H hl'!.! a t 1  t he mouu tu in  ou t l : 1 w. 
" B1 1 t  t rue-I feel that they ure true !" 
" \1/ e l l ,  suppos ing they are trne-whnt then ?'' l'fngri ly. 

" Your arc here i n  my pow<:r- 1 can do w h a tever I 
-
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choose w ith you. If you are wise, you will not provoke me 
too fa r." 

There wus somet l i i ng i n  t i.le man's tone t ll at. fi l led Carmela 
w i th a v 11gue, sickeni ng foar. She shrunk  from l l im, nhd 
lrnd i t  uo t  hct:n fol' h is t ightening gl'usp, she would have 
l eaped to t he ground. 

" Let me  go-you frigh ten me I" she ga�pl'd, hrent b lessly. 
" �o-you cl.rnnge your tune  very suddtn ly ." l uughed Black 

Garcia. " Autl yet I would be your best friend, i f  you _would 
on ly permit .  �ien cal l me cruel and benrtless, but you !-;uall 
ne\'er l r nve cause to dtJ so, if you do not treat me too crud
ly. You sual l  be as ricll and honored as auy queen-you 
Sl.rnll  waut  for nothing t hat love or gold can give you--u 

' '  What do you mean f'  fal tered Curmela. 
" \Vtll ,  I don't k now as there is nny use in wearing the 

mask any longer. You must soon fiud ont the truth, any
how. Tu you I have been Don Blag Cavcl lo-i n  the future 
you muet know me as Illack Garcia." 

A cry of terror broke from \ lrn maiden's l ips, and she 
sough t  to  free herself. But in  vain ,  Garcia held lit!r  fil'mly. 

'' Buh ! why d0 you uct l i ke a chi l d ? It can do you uo 

good, uud may work us both harm, for th is  is  not the  safrs_t 
of trai ls. A si ngle sl ip Lcre would lie deat h ,  and though I 
lovcu l i re bt- forc, I ha.vc double cause for loving it now." 

Curmcla d id IH>l cease her struggl es, un til Black Garcia, 
h is temper fu l ly aroused, ungrily said : 

" You must uct more sensibly, or, in self-defe�se, I shal l 
have t o  l> iud you, luind  and t·oot. I d idn't want lo treat 
you harshly, for I lOVP, you d {•arly, but I will, unless you are 
qu iet . Yon have serise enough to see tllat it can do you no 
gooll. Then w h y  act so ? Wily not. subm it  gn1.c� fully, si nce 
there is uo help ? You are i n  my powtr-uothing can tuke 
you from me. Your happi ness or m iscry rests w i t h  your
sel f. I f  you are sem: iu l c!, al l w i l l  be wel l .  I wi l l  mal<c  you 
n g<10tl all<l fai th ful l im;li>t.ud .  If you are ob8tina lc and sel f
w i l led ,  t hen I m 1 1st tan,e you. But th is you must under• 
e land. You a.re to become my wife-you can not avoid t hat. 
It is your futc. If you i nsist , I wi l l  g i ve yon time to ch•cide 
-a week or even two wef!k�. During that Jwrind, you wi l l  
be  trcuted w ith u l J  post>ible respect-your . every w ish gruti- ... 

-
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fled. Tltut is, nll excl·pL giv ing you your freedom. Time 
f,1r that tt fter Urn h oneym oon." 

" I w il l  <l ie  fi rs t  I" proudly txcla imed the muidc.·o .  
" l l 1uve h t ii rcJ ol btr� say t h e  sunH .. -yct t l i ey livt'd . l cmg 

af 1 erw ard ; yes, a1;d w('re happy H IH.l co11 1 e 1 i l cd ,  too. So 
w i l l  it be w ith you. You may not Jove me 1wW-)'PU may 
even lr nte m� ; i t  would lJe only na l t1ral that you should , u f.
tt!r my plaiu spt<:cli. �ut I wil l  make you love me. You 
are so dear to my l.ieart that you can not he] p i t .  A man 
can make any W<HlHID love h im,  provided llc Io,·es li cr truly 
But there-I have said enough for once, I wi l l  give you a 
chance to tl1i1 1k it over. Ou ly remember. I f  you are not 
quiet, uu til we rn1ch your f1 1 turc home, for your sake I mu�t 
l>intl yon. Pkase do not force me to be so l'Ude." 

Carmela made no reply. Rhe knew t hat it would Le 
worse tl1un u�eltSS. Sli e was in his pow tr, aud lo al h :mpr 1e
sistance premaltt rc1y, would be fo l ly. So �l ie rode on , quie t ly 
cunug.41 ,  out wunl ly ; but oh ! w lrnt  a tmn 1 1 l  t wus wit  b in ! 

lu sil ence, save for the sound ·of tbd!· l1 orsts' l 1 oofs coming 
in s lr n rp con t act ·w ith the rocks 1 hal th ickly bl'sl rcwl'd t l , e  
w ny, the  l i t tle cavukade moved on  th rough the  nigl1t ,  t h 1 ough 
t h e  dt'ep gloum that h<.:tokcned the JH:ar approach of t l 1 e  
(h ty god , t h rough the  somber grny l ight that grndun l ly grew 
less heavy, clurnging to a. golden um•, u n t i l thti en-s is  of the 
rugged h i l ls bey011d were bathc:d in t li c  first ruys t,f the new
born day's sun. 

llh1ck Garcia was not entirely at h is ease. There wns  
some1 hing in  t l 1c t.•xpr<·ssl on of  the pule face that re.!-ted in  
the hol low of  h is urm which he d id not l ike. He bcg1m 1 0  

lJc l ie v e  that ul l  would not. be us plni n sai l i ng ns he  h 1 1d  u t 
first t bongh t. '!'h is Wt\S t he  fnce of nn obstinu te w o11 1 a 1 1-
of oue wbo  W< uld n oL lJe easi ly driven agui1J1:1t lll·l" w i ll .  
But then he retkcled : 

'' Bah I w l.rnt malh:r ? A sllort t ime more nnd we w i l l  
l�e safe w itl.J my brave men-and once 1 hen 

I 
no t  a t l1 ous1:1n ll 

cncmit•s cou ld  rob m·c of he:r. 1'1.a:re w iJ I  he ouly l ier vd l l  
to breuk, her Lai red to conqut.·r- and surely I i1 m man 
c• nougli for t 11 11 t  ! In one week she w il l  become reconci led ; 
; n  t w o  we(•k� con tt>n ted-nnd in a montu from uow she w i l l  
udo1 c me au tl L.icl ievc m e  a vny g od l" 
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And in this manner the outlaw n�:18sured himself, while 
pre��ing steadily o,n toward his reln·nt. "7hy irnch haste? 
He k11ew that uo mnn could follow his trni'l ti,rough t\1�\ 
night; and evtn if they ecnld, 'twouhl be impcssil,le for 
them to have made he11er time tlw11 he had si11ce L avi11g the 
sc1•11(• of the i11tt·n11plccl feast. Yet he glai1e<·d often toward 
tl,e Evil Ln11d, as though (•xpecti11g sometliing c1ii:::ign·t·al,I,·. 

Yd he beli1:Vl•d h1s identity was u11k11own to tl,c !\frxi
ca11s. Ile had told a cnr111i11g stc,ry und 111::d worn the ma�k 
adroitly. There was nolldug to connect liim with th<� 110-
torious lllack Gnrch in their minds. But snppo-.ing tlwy 
Rhould liuve suspected the truth, they were ignorunt of bis 

re· n·at. 
De:-:pitc thi8 beliPf, Bl11ck Gnrcia cnst mnny nn unea�y 

�h�nce toward the Mal Pa'is. lie uas 1<,oking for erwmin:. 
Nol for Don Mum·z nnd tftiH 1wiµlibor�. 'I'IH·y were hi:i 
countrymen, and, like himself, devoutly l>t•lievl'd in tlw mys
teries (If the haunttd plt1ce. They would never dare uttempt 
to cro�s it-purticulnrly during the night. But those cur�ed 
)1t're1 iel--1 he Amcricuu8-iltey had not religion enough 10 hc
lit·ve in U,e�e thingR. Bc:sitles, they wt•re in league with the 
dtvil-11t leust they bore chn1·ms provided hy him, flse how 
came they to stand against stout men of the true faith, only 
J e81 t• nl,J y ? 

It was for Hunicnne Bill and :Mustang Sum that Blf,ck 
Garcia was looking. A n<l at length he was rewarded
most disagreenbly. A tall figure standing upon a shurp 
pt•ak, cleurly outlined against the sky; nnd, de!-pite the in
krv<.·niiig-space, Black Garcia recoguizcd his rival, the yellow
h11irc:rl plain!-man. 

A furious �llr!-e 
Bill w:,ve lti::i lrnt. 
co\·ered. 

broke from Ids 1ips ns he sn.w Hurricnnc 
Ile knew then lhu.t lliey Lwd been tli:.-;-

1
• On,clie;, mntterecl the mountain onllnw, to the Jiglder 

of his fc.Jlo\\·t·rs, '· you saw that Y VVe h11vc l.Jet·n follownl
lJllt it w i II lw a t nii I of dt·11 tl1 to I hem I Go-ride us fa�t as 
y:iur hor::-t· C'all carry you, u11d do uot c.lrnw n·in until ynu 
reach the retreat. 8end the woml'll nud nninrnls into tile 
h o1t•, and littve the bridge rea':?y for in�tunt removal. 1'ell 
the men to prepare their wcnpo1!s for hot work, nud to uwait 
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me at the 1noutb of the pass. We wi l l  teach t!Je!=le dogs that 
it i s  dirngerous work to preRs t h e  tigt'r to hay. Go-qnick !" 

Oroc:he  oheye,1 wi t hout a wortl. Jpnn  look<·d u s  t h ough 
he  would hnve l i k c•,l t o  share t h e  m issi , 1 11 , us  he  � Ja nced h1H·k 
and saw the  pur� ll l'l'S da�h i l lg n.,ck)c8�.Jy over t i l e  rough 
ground ,  hnt  he  da rt.�tl 1 1 <>l �ay ns much. Bl ack Garcia l 1ud 
l i u  le nwrcy for cowarlls, wht•n in li is own Lal ld.  

C a rmela gave ven t t.o R. 1 i t t l e  cry of dt l i �h t ,  u.s she r«'AJ ized 
the truth-t h, i t  frknds were i n  sigh t and work i ng  l i Hnl to 
resc 1 1e l i er. Black Garcia laugh ed, bi t terly, sneerinp-ly : 

'' Y C'U nrc overjoyed-inst end, you onght to Wt.'t>p," he sn id,  
cold ly. " There a re your friends-all  t l int the  Aparhes ] c,ft 
a l ive .  1'hey nre fools-b1 ind,  unreason ing fools, el se t hey 
won l rl . h ave remain�d al home, giv ing thanks for tla• i r  ei:;:cape. 
I 1 1 stctul ,  they come here, fol lowing me. But t l 1  ('Y rush on 
<l enth .  Look your Inst. upon them. In lrnl f  ir n h our  more 
th ey wi 1 1  vauh:h from yonr s ight forevrr. In an honr, not 
OII C of t hem Rl 1 w i l l  he a l ive. Take yot11' lnst l ook, I �Hy." 

" T�cy wi l l  rei-:cne me-I can rt-co� nize the  bol d A nwri
can<;;," murmtu(•d Carmela ,  a bright l ight  �h i n i 1 1g  i n  her eyes. 

' ' This is a doul1 le t rni l .  To us it menn!'I l i fe nnrl hnppi
ness. To t hem it meims death nnd  nnn i h ilnt ion.  See yon
der !" und t he  outlaw upl i fted l i is finger, w i t h  a mocking 
} Hugh. " That black speck-tt nd t h (•re are rnore-dozPn s  of 
them I Do you k now whu t they menu ? ')'} l('y are vu l l un·s. 
'l'h <·y know t h a t n feas t  w i l l  shortly Le prepnre<l for t l i l' lll. 
I w i l l he t l 1 dr provider. A n cl t l l l'y w i ll w lwt. t hdr  hen ks on 
the  h<HH'S of your father, your brotlier- and your insolent 
hcn· t  i c  l over !'' 

Carmela �ll uddered and turned fain t  nt heart. 

I 

' 
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C H A P T E R  V I I I .  

S P  R I  N G'I N G  'l' Il E T U. A P .  

BLACK GARCIA la  uglied shri l ly as lie glnnced back, so con
fident di ll he seem of complete succei:;s aud victory. There 
was  a devi l ish gl i t ter i n  h is  black eyes, b is  whi te  teeth sbone 
from beneath the heavy musta.che ; exuJ tation was written 
on every feature as he tossed back tue long, jetty hair that 
ll nd fal len over h is face, nnd once more g1tvc L is atten tion to 
�uid ing t lle mu�tang along the rouµh ,  d ifficult trai]. And, 
<ksp itc the knowledge that friends were w i tli iu sight, strain• 
ing every nerve to reach and rescue her, the  words and de· 
rneanor of the moun tn iu  outlnw were l ike a cruel Weight 
upon the maiden's heart. As h is exul tat ion rose, so her hope 
t,Unk. 

H Juan," sud c1enly cried Black Garcia, addressing the sec
ond vaquero, " Juan, as soon es we pass til e point  yon der, do 
you r ide at ful l speed . s,�e that the  men are all ready. But. 
don't let them pll�s 1 he  mouth. There is where we' l l  set the 
trnp for these b l ind  fools bell ind llf.:. Hem<:muer-aud go 
now-tl.iey can't see you." 

Jmm fr�dy u�ed L is �purs an'1 <lAshrd awny over the 
Lroken t rit i l  w i th  ft speed ttnd 1 1d roi 1 1wf-s t l i n t  bespoke the 
reul ly i-ki l t ru l  rock-rider. Black G:, rcia proceeded more lt • is
n rely,  t u rn ing t� cat ch one more g 1 i nipse of t he pursuers, he
for e turn ing the sharp trng le that  w ould hi<lc them from 
v iew. 

Then he, too, pl ied the spurs, t�i ongh he knew that Le 
would have an nlmndance of t ime fol' arrn.nging h i s  trap, 
1 h ough ,  us the crow flit:s, the party Jed by Hurr icane B i l l  and 

• }\ [ 1 1stang S:,m was not  lllO l'e t lrnn a t h ird of I\ mi le  d isl nn t. 
Bn l  i n tervening was n hroad, deep crevasse. The hPrSP. t.l id 
n• > l  l ive t lrnt cou ld  leap i t. The only way was lo mttke  a 
detour. By turning to the righ t , ha l f  an hour  would sutlico 
to !'(•gain the broken route ; if t he  other, those lak ing it woukl 
be thrice that period of t ime. 
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The doubly laden mustang was dash ing rapid ly along a nar
row p11ss, dark, gloomy, oppressive, dt'SfJ i tc the bright sun 
th at fi l led the heavens. It was only at broad noon-day that 
the �olden rays ever l ightl-d up the bottom of the pass, and 
then only for a couple of lJ ours. 

The pass was scnne forty feet wide, at the lrnse, but fully 
two thirds of th i� space was occupied by bowlders, large uud 
smal l ,  through or over wll icli scarce a footman could have 
wound b is way, unless at, n. snai l's pace. These bowlders lJad 
evidently fallen from tbe cl iff above, &t different t imes, and 
such was t lle quantily i t  seemed strange the pass was not en• 
tirely blocked up. So it would have been, but for the band 
of man. Tb is pass led to tue stronghold of Black Garcia 
and his band of moun tain outl aws. 

For fifty feet the s�des of the pass rose without a break, 
save here and there a few rough projections or points by 
which a strong, active man might possibly resell the shelf above. 
1.'b is shelf Ol' ledge was some three yards in width, and fr(lm 
below, appeared entirely choked up wi th  fragments of rocks. 
Yet bell inu those, an army might llu.ve found cover ; that is 
an army such as one expects in  the  desert Above this ledge, 
at shorter intervals, were two more, presenting t he same �p
pearance. In the bands of tifty stout-hearteu, resolute men, 
this pass could be held ngninst. ten thousand enemies. 

Ten minutes carried Black Garcia and h is captive through 
the pass, and he saw h is men gitlhered arouuu the mouth, · 
armed to the teeth, though afoot. A peremptory gesture and 
sharp word checked t.be cheer they seemed on tue point of 
giv ing, and then tile ou tlaw chief quickly gave l1 is commands. 

" Oroche, to you I leave tue arrangements. Divide the 
men and station them on both s ides of the pass. You ueed 
not go for down-t here's not much more than a dozen of 
them in all. But remcml>�r-not one m11st efcape. Ev<ffY 
man must be kil led or taken prisoner. I f  a si 1 1g le one · t'S
capes it wi ll. be to spread tlie story over the w liol.e coun t ry, 
aud tl.Hm we would have to i:;cntter and S(�ek some  other re
t reat, if not d islrnu <l for good. Go uow--or s tny ," he sudden
ly ad<le<l , !lS though struck w i th a second t hough t. '' You. 
s\x-" and he called the chosen men hy n \ me, " w i l l  station 
yoursclvc� at tlie narrow pa..-·s beyond here. I t  is barely pos-

Dlti 3 
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sible  that some of the ra�cals may break tl.i rongh, and i f  they 
once get among the defiles yonder, wouhl give us trouble to 
find them. Remember, any who come th rough here, are en
emies, and I look to you to give a good account of them. Go 
How. 1'11 be with you i n  t ime for tlle fun." 

Carmela, hn lf  senseless, had l is tened to the words of the 
forndit ch ief with a heart ful1 of dread. She had sense 
enongll to see that a deadly trap was being Jaid for Iler 
friends, from w hich escape seemed impossible. Yet she 
could do noth ing-nothing but wait and prt1y. 

B]ack Garcia rode along, passing " narrow rock bridge 
upon each side of which yawned a deep, g_loomy pit, t ueir 
sides rough, jagged, n faH down wh ich could be nothing less 
than  death. This was the place where BJnck Garcia had 
directed the Hix handits to lie in wait for st ragglers. 

A short distance further, then Black Gnrcia dismoun ted. 
As her fret tonched t he ground ,  Cnrmell\ would h ave fallen, 
only for t ile ou tlaw's su pport ing arm. The long ride had 
benumbed her l imbs. With a sho1·t laugh, he l i fted her and 
strode forward, pressing through a dense clump of bu�I.Jes 
that Rpparently grew close to the f1tce of a high cliff. A�l 
was darkness the most i ntense ns the leafy screen c1osed be
h ind them, but the bandit strode on with the firm step of one 
who thorough ly knew the ground. Th<'y were witu i n  a cnv
ern of some sort, as Carmela knew from the pecul iar ecllo 
that came from the bandit's spurred boots. 

Black Gtt.rcia stood st i l 1 ,  uttering a sharp, prolonged whistle. 
In a few momP.nts a dim, star-like point of li�ht appeured 
before them, and advancing sl<H'v ly, the outlaw met t he bearer 
of the lor�ll , an old woman. She held the torch downward, 
and rt::Yealed n mnrow plank tl lal eviden t ly croi-�ed some 
nhyss. Bhck Oarciu. crossed wi th  a steady foot ,  though the 
el ust ic hl' idgc swnyed beneath the we igh t ,  und Carmda grew 
dizzy as she glnnced down in to t h e  b)nckne�s. The dept h 
she could only surmise. No 1nortal vision co�fd reach the 
bot101 1 1  by that fa.i n t  l ig ht. 

The old woman led on in obedience to a few muttenJd 
wordst and t hen paused, holding the l ight above her bend. 
They stood with in  a smal l  apal'lment that seemed cut out of 
the sol id rock by the hand of man. It was fitted up in a 

• 
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style fa i rly l uxurious, co l lsidering tl.1e circumstances. A car• 
p�t was upon the stont floor. A low pallet was i n  one cor
l l ( : r ,  covered with whi te l i ntn and embroiden:d l>luukets. 
Va rious nrtidf'S of  cl( )tl : i 1 1g Lung along the wall ,  together 
w i th  u gui t a 1· n1 1d m andol i n. Al l  this was r�vealcd as t lrn 
ol d '"'oman touc l 1 eJ t he to1 ch . to u hrigJ1t1y pol ished silver 
lamp t hat wi!.8 fini-11e1Hkd from the cei l ing. 

As Bl ck Garcia <l<·pos? t �d Curmela upon the pal let, he 
cast an c1pprovi ng glance u ronnd, unJ then turned '\\' ith evi
uen t ·sa t isfaction to note the muuner i n  which his captive re
garded her uew quartt'l'S. But Carmela Haid noth ing. She 
lay m"tionless upon t he pall et, more J i lrn a dyiug person tlu.1n 
�n�ht else. .A nd as lie noted lu.:r pal l id ,  Liaggard ft'ttturts, 
the heart of Black GarciH. smote him painful ly. But ' twus 
ouly for a moment. He turned and gave a few l.wrried 
d ircc! ions to the  old woman , biddin5 her treat the lady as he1· 
fu ture mist ress, u1Hl then, ofter a l ingel'ing glance at  the pule 
features of Carmela, he retraced h is steps to help bis men de
fon d  i l ie pass. 

On ly pirnsi ng to renew h is i nstructions to the six men who 
guarded the stone bridge, Black Gurcia strode on, und mak
i ug use of some rude steps hacked in the rock, mounted to 
the fi 1 st ledge, where he found that Oruehe, his l ieut�nan t, 
l1ud fhi thfully fol lowt-d his directions. And tllen they wuitcd 
for the coming of their iutende::l victims . 

.A. cry of exu hat ion broke from the pursuers as they first 
caught sight of the  three lJorscs tmd t heir burdens. Though 
at a cousidernble d istance, t hey could sti l l  see tlJat oue aui
uu1l hore a doulJle Joad , and t he l ight drapery that could only 
be worn by a woman was p1·oof posi tive that Urn ohj<.·ct of 
the i r  long, arduous ride was a t  length fR irly before them. A 
Lrit.-f da�h-so they nl l helic\rt•d-would suffice. 

l\luA t 1ing Sam, by vir tue of Torua<lo, led the woy : c](lse 
. ' 

beh iud h im C'1H1H.' Hurricane Bi l l  upon old buck-skin,  wLo 
proved h imse l f  nearly ns  good a rock-c l imber tts  tlae uluck 
s t.n l l ion. And tts t lley rapiu ly neared tLe fugitives, the scouts 
lboked to tlleir weapons, 

Tornado paused abruptly, wi th a prcul iar snort. He stoo·a 
Upon the very brink of u cauon lluadreds of feet iu depth, 

\ 
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w h ile the furth�r side was nearly forty feet from where the 
black stal lion stood. And then the fugitives van islitd from 
sight. The pursuers in tercha ngf�d ghrnces. Tbe fates seemed 
work ing against. t llem. Wh i le  they were endeavori ng to sur
mouut tli is barrier, tli e  out law might escape them, nfter all. 
The hard rocks retained scnnt  truces of even a lwrse's passage. 
Dluck Garcia doubll t>ss knew this region thoroughly. lf h e  
was too fur away from h is stronghold, be  could easily hide 
in some of thA thousand and one sn ug coverts around. And 
knowing th is, a groan of bitter rage and anguish broke from 
the lips of Don llnnez. 

" The devi l  couldn't leap i t  !" muttered Hurricane Bi11. 
" Not hyar," replied Mustang Sam, promptly enough. 

" Bnt tbar may be otl.Jer places whar we kin cross." 
" But he'll git off while we're look in' fer i t ." 
" Not much I Here-let tlle best l usso thrower stan d 

fort h," he added, &.ddrefsing the :Mexicans in Span ish . 
" Knot one riata to another. The rest of you separute and 
ride up  and down the edge of tlie cunon, looking for a 
plttce where we can cro8S or leap our horst's ove1·. Work 
l ively-and when you find it ,  fire a single sllot. That wi l l  
tel l the other party wl,erc to go." 

He was oheyed w ithou t n word. Then l\Iuslnug 8nm turned 
to the :Mexican wllo lrnd remain<!d w i tl.J h im. 

" Can you rope yonder big bow ]dcr ?" he snirl,  indicnting 
a rock tlrn.t h 1y upon the other side of the . canon, 'Jeverul 
yardB from the eugc of the abyss. 

" Si senor," w::is  the prompt rrply, as the Mexicfln cnre
fully gatlwred up tlw double lariat, nud  then mnde the cast. 

He did not belie h is sk ill. The noose �cttlcd fairly over 
the bowldcr, and n dex l rous twitch secured it firmly. Then 
he spurred back his mustang unt i l  the taut rope ncar]y flung 

. them both to the ground.  
" That wil l  do,'? sn id :Mustang 8nm, d ismounting. " You 

cnn go now. Tnke my horse and fol low one of the  pRrties, 
t el l t hem th a t  I've gone to fol low the  woman- th ief, nnd  that 
I w i l l  lny n plain t ra i l  for them. Let them fol l ow it unti l  
they overtake me, or hen.r from me, i 1 1 some w ny." 

1'he 1\-lexicnn r0<le rnpi tl ly nway, lending th e unwil l ing 
Tornudc , wLo <l id uot relisll th is lJc ing tnkcn from his be-
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loved master. Mustang 8nm passed the stout riata around 
n bugc bowlder and knotted it fil'mly. Then, wi th tl1e n id  
of  a stout stick, he  tw isted up  tbe slack u n ti l  the  J asso w11s 
as straight and stiff ns a hur  of i ron. Gra�ping tbe rope, the 
scout bo ldly swung ovc:r the clwEm,  ero�sing, l tatHl OVt!r l t an c l  
with tue speed and eiise of a profrssional gymnast. In ten 
seconds be was stundiug upon the  furtber side of the canon. 

Hencl.iing the poin t  wbete Black Garcia had d isappenrecl 
from sight, l\1lustang 8nm rapidly picked up tl.ie trail, at the 
same time leaving plain ind ications for his comrades, in tlie 
crushed and broken tw igs ()f the bushes, or by kicking up a 
port ion of the sundy soil tllat lay in scattered J>atches between 
the rocks. 

But h e  was not forced to do this long. The trail entered 
the nnrl'ow pass, and after 81arking tlle en trance plainly, 
Mushrng Sam gl ided on rapid ly, not more than ten minutes 
in  \he rear of Black Garcia. 

· 'flle scout abruptly pnused and then sunk down bfh iud a 
ragged bow Ider. The enemy ,was in view. He could d is
ti ngu ish n number of lrnman beings scnl ing the  almost per
peud iculnr wnlls of the puss. They were Black G,.1rcin's mer. ,  
goi ng into u.mlmsh. Not dreaming of any surh plun a s  tbe 
scout hnd  put in to <'pcration, they believed themsc�lves safe 
from ol>servlltion for nt least another lrnlf-l.lour, and so paid 
litl le atten tion to wl.lat was going on in the pass beyond. 

" So-lle's holed at last I'' mut t ered :Mustnng. '' :Means 
fight, too. A pc�ky menn place-but thar's open grouud be
yond� A qu ick dtish '11 do i t. Once we git tlrnr, we'll l iev 
tltem in  a trap. 'fhcy cain't get down onl ess we let 'em, 
wli icli I don't reckon we wil�foster 'n we kin pick 'tm off 
'Lb our six-shooters." 

Sat i�fied at  l ength that he  hnd learned nl l  he could wit .bout · 
d : 1 1 1 gcr of d i �covl'.ry, the  plniu�nrnn adroi tly rdrent rd, keep
iug wel l  covcr(:cl u 1 1 t il out of  �ight  of the  ambushed ou t h nvs. 
vVh i lc  thus engage1l he lltanl the report of u gun, und knew 
t Lat a crossi r 1g had heen found at l ast. 

He had not gone for  beyond the entrance of the  1w�s, 
w h en llc caught sigllt of his comrades, aud quickl y  signaled 
them. His gcstnnis were n 1 1derstoorl 1 and the pttrty cume u p  
rapidly. 1\-lustaug Sam hud  dct<:rmiucd whut te say, u1H.\ d id  
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say it, simply and forcibly. He told them tbRt the outlaws 
wel'e in a strong posi t ion, and any hesi 1 u 1 iou u pon their part 
would be a lmost rer tain dcstrucl ion. 'l'hdr bt,sl pl>1 n wat-1 to 
make a sudden dttsh and rettch 1 he open ground lH�yo1 1d t he 
pas!-l. Tl.i is once gHined, tl.iey held the reirnl t  iu tl i c.: i r  ow 11 
li a 1 1ds. 

')'here was n o  ne('d for fur ther EpeE>cb. The l\It-xi r·11 11s ,  
w ith  one voice, dech�red tlrnt thry would , fol low 1\1 1 1s1 a 1 1g  
Sam to the deuth. And he, tlwugh a l i tt l e  doubtful w hether 
their courage w ould he proof agtt iust t he te�t of ti re, knew 
that it  wus hest to Rlrike w h i le  the iron w�s hot, will10ut giv
ing their fervor t ime to coql. 

" Be sure nn, keep close at my heels, pard," b� hast i ly 
muttered to Hurricane Bil l ,  as they rode townrd the pa�s that 
was destined to be t he sceue of\ a tragedy. " Dou't  · stop tu 
burn powder ontel we're in open ground. Them crn-scs hev 
got piles o' dornicks re»dy to rol l down a-top o' us, ttu' we 
eain't a'ford to lose Tornudo or Luck-sk in. Yuu won't fer� 
git ?'' 

Hurricane Bil l  repl ied by a look ; but no  more words 
pnssed be1 ween the friends. Tuey were now w i 1 1J , 1 1 l 1 1e  
pass, and a few moments rr,ore would bri ng t l i em to  t h e  t-nd. 
Mustang Sam, who lrnd assumed tt 1 e couu1,and, us it were, 
rode slowly along. He lr nd m arked wel l  the umbusll and 
cou ld  tel l at  just what point  actual danger cdmmeuced. He 
felt confident that the outluws would not open fire unt i l  1 ll t- i r  
prey was a lmost d i rect ly beneatll thtm, for i'ca r  t h ose Jdt  by 
tlie first vol ley might seek safe ly in tl igh t. 'l'he two scou t s  
rode a long quietly, n s  • t lwu£rlJ ful Jy � t  ettse, hut, dc-·sp i le his 
dinctions, :Mustang Sam could sec the Mt'x ica11s cal-1 i 1 11,! a 1 1x
iou� p. l ttncc--s at t he  lt:dc c  uhove and uefc ,re t l 1 c--m. They (H •s
sn,sNI J i  l 1  l e  of the I '<·cu l iar com H t!  e such H n ttd v,1 1 1ce n q I I  in cl . 
.A n d  .Mustaug knew thnt  ll e wust make t ile  <lu�h 8pn <l i l) , i f  
a t  al l .  

\\' i th a shril l ,  pierc ing yel l ,  h e  gave Tornud o l oo!:-e re in ,  
nnd d ar1cd fo rwurd l i ke  a tlush , clos<:ly fol l o\n•d uy l l 1 1 r t i 
C1:rn e Bi l  1 .  Tue Mexica11s, echoing tl1 e ye l l ,  u lso clrn1  gcd 
bold ly, seeming to gat her ft'Solution from their own voices. 

" Fire I let not one escape r' 

It was the voice of Bluck Garcia, rising higll al,oyc \he 
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yells, the clattering of b�ses' boofs, and accompanied by n 
loud report as he  aimed at Hurricane Bil l .  A chtp of thun
d t·r nppcarPd to i- lrnk<· the rork t1 i l l s  to their  very foun<lMion�, 
irnd tt 8l! 1-et of l-moke vui led t he led.�e t,hove. "rhen , set i n  
n10 1 i on hy st t , rdy ,  nnv, ,us 11rm�, t l ie  j a�ged bow lJers t lr n n• 
de red down 1 he a l mPst p1·rp(md icular sid(•s ot' t he pn�s w i t h  
rc�i 8 1 l 1 s� f1 1rc1 • ,  raiRi ng a t h · ck fog o f  <l ust and chtt l l< y  part,i. 
<' l l'8 t l i u t  • ffl•c· 1 u a l l y  sh rouded t l ie  horr ib le  scel)(� below. But 
i t  cou l d  11< 1t cover the w i ld shrieks of mortal pain and tern,r 
th a t. rose 1 1po1 1  t he a i r. 

Thc11 Cli me the rapid, sh arp detona t ions that can come 
on ly  from a revol ver, and a wi ld  Clll'�c of rnge broke frc ;m 
]3l tick Garcitt's l ips ftS h e  fotrnd , i t  came from the open 
ground  beyond. He ye1 l ed to his men to fol low him, and 
then rt>ck ln-sly descenc l�d tl.Je aide of tbe pass by means of 
the rude stt-ps. 

Bui  ht:' fol't> he con l<l rt>RCh level gronnd,  the  flrir.g bad 
cea!,:t•c l ,  nnd a:-: l ie  n1slu·d 1 ownrd the rock-bridge, he  snw t hat 
i t  wns oc<.·npiHi only hy t he deud or dying. And ,  ju8t disnp
Jwar ing· tt round t l , e  poi nt w t-re the forms of two horst-men. 
R, ,g ing l i ke n buflfod t iger, Hinck Gurcin ordered a dozen of 
l1 is men to press on in pursu i t ,  noi- to return without bringing 
iu  t he SCH lp8 of t he  daring p la i 1 , smen. 

Wi t h  t he  others, he tu rned toward the pass. It was a 
J1 orr il> le, sicke1 1 i ng  sight  tllat met h is gaze-but h is  fit:ndish 
heart exu l ted in i t. 

Tile dnst cloud lmd l i fted on the  air. The forms of men 
n.1 1d horses l ay t h ick in  the pass, !y in.� st i l l  nod mot ionhss 
i n  de . 1 t h ,  or t·l�e wr i t h in�  in acute agony. The blooc.i -�ttt i lH:d 
bow Id ,  rs tlu, t a l most. choked up  the pass lrnd d 1 1ne  their  
work t ho rcn 1� l i ly .  Near ly al l  of t h e  rescu i ng· party h ad lwen 
st r ickt.· n down  hy t h • se terri ble 11 1 is� 1 l es. Wi th d. devil isu 
Hll , le I l ie mo1 1 11 t 11 1 1 1 ou1 In w con templn tt-d h is work. 

A c ry of hi l l er ra in· d i rec l c  d h is gttze towurd a man who 
ww� p i u iiC.:"d t o  t he gro11 1 • d  by his  dt:>1ld l10 1se lr nv ing fo l lf.:n 
u pon his h·g. 1 t  w �s Don :Mu nez> w l io, w i t h  dr n w n  sw or<l , 
was cur�i 1 1g tht fa h:e Dou Cavel lo, urand iug h i m  us a cow
anl , a craven renegade. 

W i th  a cool dexteri ty, Bh1ck Gurcia st ruck the weHpon 
from the old man's llan l.l , und tllcu or<.len�d two of his men 
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to remove the ho:n:ie. Tli is was, promptly done, and the 
father's hands deftly secured beh ind his back. 

" You are my guest now, Senor Dun Munez," said the out
law, mock ingly, after bidding h is men put tll e  wou nded 
wrctcl tl'S out of their m is<=ry with a dagger-thrust. " Hely 
u pon i r ,  you shall he trPated nrngn ificently. But first-hu.ve 
you no curiosi ty to behold my hridc-your daugll ter ?" 

Dou .Munez glared at the sneering villain i n  speecll less 
rage. 

" Al low me to support you," and Black Garcia wounrl his 
arm around the Don. " Can you walk a slJort distance ? 
The pretty Ca rmela will be del igli ted to welcome you to her 
o w n  home. I regret that her brother should  unluckily have 
stood in the way of one of these rock51. But-blessed be 
those who tlie young r· and the outlaw laughed harsh ly. 

Don Munez could endure no more. He staggered and then 
sunk a l i felcsi weight in the bandit's arms. For once in his 
l i fe the stron� soldier hod fainted. 

Terrible anxiety, want of rest, pain, the sight of his dearly 
beloved son ly iug a mangled corse at his feet, added to the 
tauuts of h is captor, were too much. With a curse. Garcia 
set about restoring him. He had a particular use for Don 
:l\'Iuuez. 

C II A P T E R  I X .  

S T E A L I N G  A M A R C H .  

How d id Hurricane llin and l\Iustang Sam manage to es• 
cape from tue trap that pr• • ved so fatal to their comrades ? 
Par t ly because of the outl.l ws' in ferior firc..t1.rms and still 
wors<· nrnrksmanship, hu t ma in ly  owiug to the speed and su r-e
footedness of  'l'<. > r t tado and buck-skin .  Not a bul let hud 
toucheJ them-indeed, only two of the pn.1-ty bad been ki l led 
hy the ou l l nws' vol 1 ey, the remainder having · fa l len beneath 
the resistl ess how lders-and their horses carried tlle two 
scouts beyond reach of the rocky avalanche. 

" h's al l up, tlrnr I" exclaimed Mustang Sam, with a rapid 
back ward gluuce, as tl.Jcy cl en red t ho mouth of the pH.Ss. 
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A sharp report sounded in h is ear, nnd turning qnickJy, he  
saw tl.lat their  roa<l wus blocked by half a dozen Mexicans, 
w ho stood upon a narrow tr>1il that passed between two deep 
J)its. 1'here was no other way to pass, except 0ver this rock
bri�e. To retreat would  be death. And knowing th i s, 
Hunicane B:11 ,had sent  a lenden missile o f  deatll just beneath 
the  st iff brim of tlw hend �'lexicun's sombrero. Tl.Lis it was 
Urnt so startled �Iustang Sam. 

" Whoo-oop 1 Sock it to 'em I'' he yel led, recklessly, as 
his repeatP-rs added their voices to those of Hurricane's. 

The bridge-guard was taken completely b[ surprise, ancl , 
though they managed to d ischarge their clumsy cscopettt-s 
null unwieldy l.10rsepistvls, ' twHs but a waste of pow der, for 
not one among the six thought of laking uim. On the other 
side, the scouts were uot men who made a practice of wasting 
ummunition ; they shot to kill. And by tlie time the fony 
yards of ground was pii'ssed, there wtrc only two of the out
hl �'s upon the bridge unhan11ed. 

Wit h a wild yel l ,  H u rricane Ilill spurred l>ig buck -sk in 
forward. Tbe two ou tlaws, terror-s1 rickeu t ut terly bew ih.lerLd ,  
clumsily endeavored to wheel  their uuimals lo  seek safety in 
fligtt, but only succeeded in counteracting euch otller't:1 cf
funs, their an imals col l iding. 

At t h is momen t Hurricane Bil l  came up, and, touch ing 
buck-skin  with tlle spur as he l i ft ed h im with t he rei ns, h u rled 
li i s  big Stalt'S horse fairly upon the sma1 l mustangs bestrode  
by the bu.nd i ts. It was l ike  a wedge en tering a log of 
strnight pi ne. The sint? le stroke was sl1fficient to drive the 
wedge clear lllrongh,  spl i t t ing the log nsundcr. 

And  the reckless plainsmen hrngheu shri l ly as they saw the 
il 1-fokd lmndi ts go over the edge or t he  rock-bridge to meet 
thdr deat h  upon the jugged rocks below. 

" Hurr�ty fer our side 1" screamed 1\fustang Rum ,  as he too 
<lashed »cn,ss the bringe. " But  1 i s'e11�the varmin ts is 
comi 11 ' l ickcty-spl i l  ! They're too llefty fer us, punl, out i n  
tllis open ground. Reckon we'd better ligh t out." 

" But 1 he gal -" ht-sitatcd llunicane Bi l l ,  though he knew 
th at :Mustllng was iu the riglJ t ; t lley could not hope t<t ga in 
auy th ing by figh ting tht w hole of  Bluck Garcia's bttnd. 

" Slie m u8t lJe somc'ar auead u' us. }Iebhe ,-.· c ki1 1  ph:k 
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her up as we ride along, an' then we kin take to the h ms. 

But s'posin' we don't see her now-how'll it help her fer us 
to git ruhl>(:;d ou t t W r. m ust co.cite on tel niglJt. 'l'IJen we 
k in  play lnj u n  ou the varmin ts. See �,. 

H u rricane Bi l l  did se�, aud knew tlJat. h is part ner was in 
the ri�h t. �lustaug Sam, kePping a t igh t  reiu  on 'fornad 1 1 , 
ready to hal t  or wheel in�1 anl ly,  suonld such n eed arise, l td 
t i l e  way at ti rapid pace ucr<1ss tue opl· ll �round ,  fo! low i11g a 
we l l � ueaten trail that wound around au al>rupt spur. 'l'ld::s 
brought tlrnm in to ful l vie w of a large l1t>rd of mus
taugs, feeding in a c i rcular val ley,  wel l  covered w i th rich 
grass, owing lo tlle Fprings Lliat l>ubl>lcd from l,euelL th t he 
gruy rocks. 

'' S tampede 'em !" yelled 1\lustang Snm. '' ICJ l  bl ind our 
trai l an'  give 'em somtthin'  else to do bt'�ides follerin' us." 

Hurricane Bill prompt ly fol lowed the  exam ple set h im,  
and t he two scouts clrnrged upon lhe caval lada, ye l l i ng,  l.ioot
i ug, screcdi ing like drunken savages, empLyiug their  rt:vol vcrs 
into the  crowded nu1ss of suort i ug, tt>nifitd ttnimals. Their 
success was complete. Tlle fr igh t t>ne<l mustttngs hroke and 
<hsi ied away ut top speed. N ulli ing short of death could 
llu ve checked them just tuen. And sti l l  r iding uu1·d upou 
their heels, the phdusmen tll m1<.krcd ac·rosi:; tue V'.l l ley and 
entt�red a rocky pass, knowi 11g that i t  must be a thorough fore, 
else the musta ngs, who must be Wl 11 acqmiin led w i th tl.w luy ' 
uf  t llc ground, would have chosen Lome other passuge. 

The correctness of tuis reason i ng was soou provt:d, for t he 
scouts fouud themselves en lt-riug unother val ley, or inc losed 
basin, surrounded on a l l sides hy high,  rocky l i i l ls. They 
abntp t ly drew rein before en tering the soft �oil. Now was  
the  l ime to lose their trai l .  A uunow stretch o f  sh >:tle run
n ing u long the foot of the h i l ls, uflorded meuns for t h is, nnd 
d ismounting, they can· ful ly picked t heir w>iy over the fl inty 
fragments, unt i l ,  reucll ing a narrow pussage tha t  tx tendcu u l
mm;l at right-h 1 1gles w i t h  the i r  court-:e, lUe)' « .. n t t-rcd nnd t rot
t ed hri8k ly along the Lard, rocky floor. The i-un, t l10ugh 
now considerahly pnst t he nwriu i  ,n, �rvcd us lhtir gu ide, 
>.i.nd wbeu ful ly sat isfied - that tliey wtre beyond risk ot d is
covery, un less t h e  outlaw� sllonl < l  seu.rcll every rod of tlw 
h i l l s, the  uordercrs hul l ed i u  u h il l �  n iclle and µrcpureu to 

• 
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take the  rest they really stood in need of, ,while arranging 
their furtucr plans. 

Bl »ck Garcia drew a long breath of positive rel ief when 
he fo11 1 1d t lu,t th�re was noth ing renlly dangerous in lbe 
fai n t n�ElB of Don .Mnnrz. Not from any sense of awakened 
b n nrnni ty ; he 1 ,ad somet h ing i n  view in  wll ich the Don 
mi�h t  he n,ade use of. Aflt'r Urnt-w<;J l ,  as he ruuttereu be
ut•n 1 h h is hre11 t h -de.ud men 1.u;ve sti l l  tongne!I. 

Hast i ly  cal l ing to <'De of his men, tht'y bore the body 
acro�s t he rnck-bl' i 1 lge and into tl.Je cavern , final ly deposi t ing 
the  Don belide Carmf•]a upon the pal let. The m aiden, rec
ogn iz in� the brgrimed and hlood-stained features, bent over 
her  fat her wi th  a pikous wai l .  She bel ievf>d him dead. 

" No, lady," luu,ti ly i n t erposed Bhtek Garcia. " He is alive 
--he htts merely fain ted. See-he sl irs now/' 

The out law �poke the tru t h. With a fain t  sigh, the Don 
elowly opened ll is eyes. For a moment he seemed l ike one 
pet rified ; then a cry of wi ld,  del i rious joy broke from h is 
H rs as IJe recognized the features of his chi ld, und sough t to 
cl asp lwr in _his n.rms. But the stout thongs tLat held his 
wrists prevented, harshly recal l ing the pc-cul iar circumstances 
urnfor wh ich tlwy met. 

'' I l eave you here with your charming daughter, Don 
l\'iunf>z,'' said t he bandit  ch ief. " 1 must go look after my 
men. But remember, if you attempt 1 0  lehYe th is room. you 
wil  I he stopperl hy the guards and then confined sepsrute 
from your ch iJd." 

The hours rol led on. The mnjoriLy of the hand was rang
i ng  t he  rock-h i l l� , searching for the t wo Americans and col-
1 t,c 1 ing the stttmpcded animHls. Black Garcia awai ted thei r  
r<-' I u rn  wi_th wha t  patience he  could summou, h oping, almost 
p ra)" i ng- that h i s  men would bring in tbe scalps of the t wo 
p l ,t i mmwn. He could not feel Rt ease wh i le  they l ived. 
'l' h , ·y nppeared more t h an mortal rne11. They must he i n  
lea�·ne with t he evil one l i imsel f, to pt-·rform sucb . wonde1ful 
feat� ttnd  make such marvelous escapes. 

Time d ragg-<·d slowly �nou�h to t he  fnther nn<l  dirngbter. 
Carnwla Juul releJt�e<i l1t�r pttreuf.'s hands, lmt they conlrt <lo 
nothing more. Escnpe unaided was impossible, and tuey 
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both believed Don Munez to be the so1e survivor of the at
tacking pnrty. 

Toward sunset, Black Garcia visi ted h is captives. He bad 
been drink ing freely, ttnd sllowed its effects quite plainly in  
l 1 is  flushed face and unsteady step, as well as thick, rapid ut
terance. 

With a mock-pol ite sal ntnt ion ,  Black Gnrcia. Sflt down 
upon the rock-floor, close he�i<le the entrance, and osten ta
tiously laid L is  bare cuch i l lo u pon li i s  lap. Then, wi th  fin
gers a l i ttle Je�s ski Hful than usual, he ro l led up a h usk c·i 
gare t tc and l igh t i ng i t ,  leaned carelessly buck against the  
w al l ,  leering nt Carmela through the  curl ing waves of smoke, 
evidently bel ieving he was making an impression. 

" Don :Munez," be began,  " I have been having quite an 
argument w i t h  my honest men about you. Tlley a�ked why 
I d id  uot put  n lend pi l l  tllrongb your bend. I said because 
you were a friend of mine-" 

" A friend of your.�-1 '!'' scorn fu1 ly interrupted Don 
:Munez. 

" 'The time mrty come when you wi l l  be ghtd to cal l  me 
snch-when yon w i l l  beg and implore your friend to save 
you, Don �lunez, proud as you now arc,,, al1grily ret orted 
the bandit. " Best gmud your tongue. I am not blessed 
w ith the patience of a sn i.nt. Do you know w h o  I Rm ? I 
nm a king }Jere-my w i l l  is l(J,W. I can give you l i fe or  I 
con give you death ,  by u. �i ngle word. And death, t oo, pre
ceded by such tortures ns the most ferocious Indian never 
even d reamed of. So, I repeat, take heed w h at yon say." 

" '\iVhat i s  your w i l l  w i th me ?'' demanded Don :Munez. 
" Tl.lat is more l ike it. Be respect ful , and your l i fe wi l l  

be the longer. :My will ? Well ,  ' t is  e11sy told. I w ish you 
to take your choice be twixt J i fe and denth ." 

" Hush, Carmela I You must speuk pla iner, sir. Under 
some circum�tanccs l ife would be even worse tlJan ueatll,, , 

quiet ly respondetl the 1\iexic11n. 
" None but a fool would say that. Li fe is  l i fe. Denth is 

-well ,  whntRocvcr doubts you may have on that subject wi l l 
he so1 ved i n  n. very few hours, unless you show you r good 
st •nse by making a trcnt.y with me. It is this, I am i n  l ove 
with your daugh ter, tlle fuir Carmela. Nay, hear me out ; 
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th en you can speak. I have loved her for some mon ths. 
Where or how I first saw her, does not matter now. It · is 
enough t hat I l eft my bold band and cume to your rancho 
with only one object in view-tllnt of winning her, as a man 
o f honor should. Well, you know what caused me to adopt 
a 1wth<"r course-those accursed Americans-chosen chi ldren 
of the devil I Aided by tlle ch arms of their foul muster, 
t hey cast shame upon my bend. H e  wi th  the yeJlow hair 
cilst a spel l ovt!r her- see ! her cheek flnRbcs even now ! 
How could I fight against his infernal arts ? In only one 
wny ; and that way I fo1 1owed. 

" Don :Munez, I told you I loved your daughter. She is 
h ere, wholly in my power ; I w ish to make her my wife. I f  
I hnvc your consent, nn<l tiers, I wil l  se1� for u priest. If 
y 1 1u re fuse -wh ich , for your own sake, I hope yon will 
not-yon cnn count  your remaining hours of l i fe upon the 
fingers of one han<l. Now you can speak-I am listen ing/' 
suid Black G,u·cia, with drunken gravity. 

" My daughter, do you Jo-ye th is man ?" 
The shudder of i ntense abhorrence that ran over the maid

en's frame was answer most eloqnent. 
" Good 1 If you ha<l sRhl yes, I would bnve felt tempted 

to curse yc>U. Listen. Yon come of a pure-l>loocled; h onor
nhle race. You m nst nnt be the first to stnin the name. 
Rct tcr death t t i'�m d ishonor. An d a� for you, Black Gnrcia,tt 
ad<lNI Don Munez, turning to the out)!tw chief, who StLt as i f  
pc1 1·ificd ; " tuke this for your nnswer. No chi ld of mine 
slu\ll ever mate with a th ief, renegade, cutthroat. As fbr 
mysel f-it matters l i t tle whelher I die now or a yenr hence ; 
by tl1e hatH.l of man, 01· til e  cl n ws of a foul , cownr<l ly coy
o t e.'' 

'l'he hiti n�, contt>mptuous words of tile old man seemed to 
effoctnal ly soher the bandit c lJ ief. '!'hough l1is face turned a 
s ickly grny, and h is 11and closed nervously upon the hafL of 
h is cuch i J l o, he answered nevcl' a word, but turued and si
lently  left the apnr tment. 

Though Don Munez felt a:-sured that the words he  hn.d 
�poken hnd sealed l i is fa t e, he gave all his attt- 1 1 tion to com
fort ing Carnwln ,  E-eeking to strengt hen her for the  coming or
dcn.l. - He r1:mimled her tllat she held l i fe or death in her 
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own hands, since the bnndit hnd not deprived her of tbe 
stile t to wh icb , l i lrn all t l1e women of lier rnce, sh e cnrried in 
her bosom. He threatened her w it h  h iR dying cnrse in c11se 
&be should yield to t.he th reat� or per:sunsions of Bluck Ga rcia. 

Meanwhi le Black Garcia Rnd  h is Heuteuan t ,  Orodie, were 
sett l ing the d �tails of t he " grand 8pectncle " they were to 
give the bandi ts  tbat night. 'T wou)<l be prime sport, th i s  
t orturing their most determined and bittt>r enemy, Don 
Mnnez, who lr nd often endeavored to extermin nte their noble 
bnnd. And th en, lcn.ving his capta in to en tertain h imsel f  
w i th the big gourd of mc0zcal, Orocbe strode away to arrange 
matters for the novel festa. 

Despite their anxie ty, t he remaining hours of tlr nt day 
were terribly long an d try ing to tbt, captives. Any thing 
was better than t h is sickening snspense, and it  was with pos
itive rel ief that Don l\'Iunez h eard the  tram p of feet approuch-

. ing his prison. It was B1nck Garcia irnd  two stoat men. 
At a gest ure they flung Don Munez down and hound h im 

hand and foot, then l i f t ing h im, t hey bore h im away. Black 
Garcia, wi th  a drunken Jr.er, par-;s1!d BU arm around c�1rmel1t'A 
waist nnd followed. For n moment sue fel t  tempted to stri ke  
him with her  dngger, bu t t hen a l l  else was forgotten in unxi
ety to l ettrn whnt  fate was in store for .her falher. Sile wa& 
not kept lo�� i n  suspense. 

Passing through the leufy Rcreen ,  Black Garcia gu ided h ('r 
around the poin t  of rocks. Direct ly before tllern WRS a smal l  
bonfire. Beside this waR plan ted a st ake. Arou nd were 
scntterrd piles of faggots. And to thi� stnlrn, after s t ripping  
h im to  h is drawer�, the handits wt:re bind iug Don Munez. 

Carmela sought to shriek a lond ,  hut con)d not. She 
seemed st ifl ing, and only fur t he support ing arm of Blttck 
Garcia, she mm1t have fa l l en to t he  ground.  The band i t  
ch ief laughed loud ly, as he leaned against the poi n t  of  rock�. 
Don :Mnncz turned hi� hend tlnd  heheld the cou ple. At first 
glance it seemed RS t hough Carmela was holding U.ie outlaw 
in  a vol untary, loving emhrace. 

" C1\rn1ela-remember my words ! My curse rest upon yon 
forev<•r if you suhmit to t hat cowardly murderer I'' 

" Ha. 1 ha ! old mHn ,  you are a poo,·, b l ind fool ,  unfit to ' 
l ive. I offered you 1 i fc and freedom, hut you cliose 1]en.tl.i for 
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yo\lri:;el f an<l dh1grnce for your daughter instead . There is no 
re 1 rac1 iug-it shall be so. You shall d ie a death cf horrible 
torture, wh ile you can soothe your l ast  morncuts by n·flecting 
ti.Jal tuis same n ight your duugliter becomes mine-,'' tauntingly 
cri< ·d Black Garcia. 

Yet he i t  was w ho was 1 he " poor, hl i nd  fool ." Even ns  
lw �cotfcd &l l ll mocked at tue brave o ]d m�n, the shadow of 
dcat l 1  was creeping over him. His t h rettd of J ife wus all 
spun-wus even then about  to snap. His minutes, h is seconds 
of l i fe wtre conllt.td. 

" Come, dar l ing,' ' lle added, in a thick, maudlin tone that 
be meant Eslwu]d be iu teuse]y loving, us ·lle turned to face 
CarmeJu.. " Th is is no place for hearts l ike ours. The scene 
that is about to ti1ke place is too trugic-lt:t us go to our 
br idal cllum!>tr--ha l lrn. !" 

Carmda uppeurcd J ike one stupefied. l[er filCe wus 
gluasl ly pale. Her tyes w<:re fixed in a stony stare ; her hand 
w as cold as ice. Y ct  sl ie weclrnnical ly yieldt'd to the out
law's arm, which sti l l �ncircled b<:r Wliist. And thus, i n  seem
i1 1g t1tfecl iouate embrace, llrn couple so stnrngdy as:-orted 
passl'<l around tlle point of rocks aud Wa8 h idden from view 
of those brside tue l>oufire. 

" You are wise, my queen ,  to yield to the  inevi table," said 
Illu.<:k Garcia , a l i t t l e  iudisl iuctly, fur the fiery m<,zcal was 
l,t>g i 11n i 1 1g to clc >g h is tor1g ue. '· You are very w ise. I um a 
risiug mun-you, us my ].>ride, will he a l'ii:;i ng • woman. I 
t1 m king here-hut l iHtn .  I mtan to gel up a pronuncia

mento, aud t hen  I wi l l  Le d ictutor-" 
" You don't say !" gr i t l td · n dH·p voice, as a block fignre 

uprose before the lm11d i t  c l i i t f, seemiug1y from out. of the 
vt:ry ground. " I  n-•ckon you're goin' down 'stead o' up I'' 

A si uewy lurnd cl u tcl..ict.l Lhe out law's th roat-a keeu-poiut
ed ul11de was drivt!u once-tw'ice to the very h i l t  i n  L is cbt�st. 

' · Look lo llw gal ,  purd ; don't let her squcel . }Inkc fer 
the horses, hot foot. 1'111 goin' lo l ift t h i8 vurmin t 's l 1a'r !'' 

A �t'coml figure gJidcd uwuy w i t li Cttrn1e la in h is unus, 
one lrn11<l over Ler l i ps. Ti le otlu :r stooped over the fo 1 1 •: n  

'lU 
• 

ou l luw for a momen t .  n ben he arose, some1l1 ing ulack 
du nglcd in l 1 is lrnud. I t  was the scalp of Bh1cli. �urc \a, tpc 
mou utuin ou t law. , ,  
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C H A P T E R  X .  

" EUCIIERED I" 

TnnuSTING the ghastly trophy into h is sash, Mrn�tang 
Su m gl ided uftcr Hurricane Bill .  Togc tb er they passed 1 lie  
rock-bridge and entered the mouth of tlie pa�s thnt bad been 
so fatal to their comrades. But there was no one ly ing i n  
ambush for tht"m n ow. Even those of the bandits wJrn had 
been detailed as guards, w ere now w illl the rest aronnd the 
old prisoner, unrebuked. Wonderfully bold and <laring as 
they undoubtedly were, the Americans would not dare i nter
fere wi th nea rly two score men. So reasoned OroclH�. 
Black Garcia wns n o  longer capaule of ttcting as ch ief. A11d 
thanks to this eagerness of , the sen tinels to witness tl.Je 
' '  sport," t h e  two scouts had managed to creep up wi thin ear
shot, just in t ime to rescue Carmela. 

A burst of wild l aughte r  came from around the rock-spur. 
'l'be sport was evidently commenci ng. Carmela gave a sta rt , 
a11tl shuddcnd convu lsively. The sound restored her l i fe 
aud energy. 

" Save hi m-save my fat her (" sbe gasped. 
" You first-then him,'' quickly replkd Hurricane Bill. 
" No-'twill be t oo la te, t l i en. I wi l l  not leave witbont 

him. See [" and Carmela writhed from the plainsman's n.rms, 
t1nd upl i fted her right hancl ,  gruf p iag a small but kten stil
etto. " I  w il l  not leave h im here to die u1one. l i e  gave up 
his  l i fe for m ine. I wi l l  not desert him now. Let me go 
back-attempt t o  stop me, and 1 will <lrive this weapon to 
my J 1enrt. Qnick-stand  asid e  if you are men !" 

" Si te's talk iu' <lurnell nonsense, pnrd, but sllc means it, 
plum through . You jest let me do the tulkin\" mnt1 ered 
�Iust11ng Sam, then u.dp ing : " Ludy you are w i th fri ends 
�h;o_se only object is to rescue you, even as we c l id your sii;tcr. 
She .is _al � vc and well-you shall join her v<:ry soon if you 
wUl  only tru�t and h ave con fidence i u  us-" 

" � know you �o:\\7-. _-ypu arc the great, tlJ c generous Amc1 i-
. . 
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cnns t Save him-save my fat her. You cun-you will not 

refuse-I wi l l  a$k it upon my k nees ti ' 
" ?t'Im,tnng, thar's no use talk in'--we've got to do it. I'd 

o ivc uown the kenyon o' the  Big Red ef t4lte was to ax me. 
I'm goin' lo bring the old man out or lm'st somtth in'. You 
tnke ll er to the Lorsts. 'F I dt>n't meet you in ten minutes, 
you moun t  hn' make t racks, fer I'll be rubbed out. You k iu  
te ll  her then whu.t I told you yesl'dny-1 mean 'bout Ler cor
ral in' me so pecrt." 

" Kinder easy, par<l- you don't give me the shake like 
that. I reckon I' l l  hcv a finger in the pie.'' 

" You w ill rescue h im,  then ?'' trembl ingly asked Carmel a, 
t o  wb om most of this hurried talk was Greek, tbough she 
caugh t an inkl ing of tlieir meaning. 

" We'll t ry it, lu-dy," repl ied :Mustang Sam. " It's long 
odds, but then they are only cowardly coyotes, afttr ull." 

" Ouf I . we're burnin' dayl igh t," mutt erc�d Huni(¥l,ne. 
" They'll rub t h e  old man out w hi le  we stan' hyur pulaverin'. 
Le's git to  work. WLicb is it ? u-fuot or Oil hossbnck ?" 

" Cri t t(•rs '11 oe best. A n' t l1tn we k in  spratldle out so the  
greasers '11 tuink we're fifty, ef we  use our lungs judgmut icul. 
'fbeu we'll need the cr i t ters to ktrry off tLe old muu. 11� 

b . , l ,, 
may e past runmn , ye oww. 

u Back t o  tbe horses, t hen. Tell her not to fquee), pnrd. 
I'd only make a cus�cd fool o' mysel f ef I war to t ry." 

1\'Iustang Sam b tls t i ly told Cttrmela w lrn t  t hry i u tendt d 
rlo1ng, and then Hurricane Bill rah�ed her  once more in  Ids 
arms. A curious t h ri l l  ran t h rough L i s  frnrne at t h e  cou tuct, 
and  h is ht!ad g rew l ight .  But t h is wns l 1n ly momen t 11ry. Ile 
darted down luc pass S\\ ift ttud  stue-foottd ai-; a moun t u i n  
goat. In�teud o f  hdug an  i ncumurunce tLe weigbt in  h i s  
arms n,pptmred to Jeu d Ji im ,,, i ngs. 

•· Off w i' your buck-sk i n ," u ttE:'red l\Iushrng Su m, as t hty 
rrnchcd the nu imals. " We m 11st m,rffle ll1c cri t ters. Cu t 
up t he ph�ces, wh i l e  I tel l t h e  lady w lrnL's u p." 

Hasti ly but c learly the O<)rdcrcr t uh.1 Cunueln t l 1 e  p lan 
t hey had dtcided . upon, hid<l ing her hope for the l.H st. Slic 
was to remain ut th is  poiut u u ti l  t heir return. · At t lwi-r sig
uul- a sharp w hh1tlc-she wns to s·l utHl rn1dy t o  ue l if ted ou  
lwr::;clrnck. There m ig l i t  uc no t i me to lose, tbuugh i t  was 
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barely possiule that tlieir sudden onset might demoralize the 
outlaws l>�yon<l thinking of pursuit until 'twould be too lute. 
But it was best to be prepared for tlte worst. 

0 
I will remember. You will find me beside this ro<'k," 

suid Carmd11, with wonderful calmness. 
l\l11sh,11g-Ram said no nwrc. Hurricane Bill had cut u1, 

Lis huck-!:-ldn lnmting-sllirl into squares and strips, ai1d the 
scouts now deftly rnufflcd the hoofs of their aninrnls, tyi11g 
the )eat her firmly in pince. Thu�, e,·cn upon the fl.in ty ruck, 
the a11i11rnh:/ hoofs gave out no echo. 

Then, with a paning cuution lo Carmela, the two scouts 
rode forth upon their perilous, duredevil mission. Two nu.-n 
hrnviug two score. It WliB more than foll'y. It was sublime 
audacity. 

'' Give the varmints a taste o' your repeetcrs, pant Yell 
like the devil en a lure. But keep a eye on me. I'll cut 
tlie old man loo�c, an' tlien give a whistle. ·1'heu you must 
coft1e nu' pick him up. You're stronger 'n I. be. I'll keep 
Urn varmints buck, while you're <loin' it." 

These were the only word3 that pa�sed bt·tween the border 
brothers as they trolled til<,ng toward the scene. They un
derstood each other luorouguly. 

As they ueurcd tile point of rocks, they drew their revol
vers. TJ..ien, yelling like demons, in a <lo�n d 1tft·rent touts, 
their pistols speuking rapidly, carrying de11th aud (lismay iJ110 
the close-crowded urnss of outluws, tl.ie scouts cl.iargcd n:ck
ks�Jy. 

A revolvP-r in eHcb band, his tf'el 1J fixed upon the rt
>
i11s, 

Hurricuue Bill hurled tile big buck skin· fttirly into the mi1h:t 
of lite astonished lmudits. At every report., a nuu1 fell, de1-Hl 
or, mortttlly woumted. Buck-skin, in ohetlicncc to the spur;j 
th11t pricked his tlttnks, plunged an1 reared, flinging out Iii.➔ 

heel� viciously, tearing aud biting tt.t the dusky fonns urou ud 
him like a mnd bt!11st. 

Excited, though oQeying cvl'ry touch of the rei_n, Tornndo 
halt.ed beside 1he stake, tmliceding tlie flitmes th!'t.t 8COl'ched 
bis fret. Fortuntttely lhc torch had just hecn applied, n11d 
the twigs were uot fairly iguited. Mmitang Sam l>eut in the 
sad<ll� trnd with two pqwt:rf ul slnslles, scvc1·t:d the cords I hat 
l>0uu<l Dou Muu,·z Lo the iht.lu·. Tlit-'n, soum.liug tl..ie e:lnill 

.. 
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sign al agreed upon, l ie u rged Tornado f< ,rward nnd  pl tmge:d  
in to  the  mel t'c, u dd i ng h i�  quo ta  to t lu· sh,,ug l .  te:r. 

1 t  was not a tiµ h l .  Tht• lw 1 1d i t :-:, for t h e  n . o�t pnrt w i t hout  
arms, l1 gn·ut nw lly of t l i tm 1 , ti l f- � l t • J)t fled wi 1 h l i qn , -r ,  HH· 1 1 •nl 
tot a l ly i ne11 ptt hl <: of ._ i l l • t·r EH l f-ddcu:-� or fl igh t .  N o 1  1-t h : 1 1 1 c l  
WHH ra i �td ; , �rn inst t he A nuri cil l 1 s. No t  H b l < •W wa�  f'< l r l l < ·k 
H1Ve 1 1 tosp t l . t·\ t lw11 1�t> lVn, de Lv1·n d. I t  was a m1 · S· l l C ' 1 t·. 

l 1 1 1nic�1 1e B i l l  1 1 r1 , 1 1 1 ptly ob.-yc · d  t he sig u , . J .  vVfi n· l i 1 11!  
h 1 : ck-�ld n ,  h t> crm: 1 , f-'d l l1ro11gh t i lt· crow d,  tt 1 1 d  rnwhcd t he 
stuke j 11st us Don Murn z �prung out of t h e  fiery c ircle. 

" I'm li fri 'nd ,  old nrn 11- give us your paw tm' up yer 

come  1,. sl t ou t t·d H1 1 rr icnne Bil l .  
Do n M11 1 1 ('Z 1rn dt>r:-tood and ucognized the p1 n insnrnn,  and  

grm-pi 11g  t l 1 c  profftred hand ,  he swuug h imself  up ud.1 iud 
ll u rr icari e B i l l ,  v. } 10 E- l ion l t·d : 

" A l !  riµ h t ,  P" rd-1nukachee !" 
. Bn('k-l--k in  dart< d ur< • t l l ! d t lte poi nt of rr.rks w i t h  h is onul 1le  

Lurckn,  an·d 1 l 1 t ·n I h tmder ing over t h e n1c•k-b1  i l l !! t\ t' ll l t·r« d 
1 h e  pas�. l\1 nst 11 11g  SH m on ly 1u1 1 1:,,< d for tt 1rnrt in� h !ow ,  a 1 1d  
t hen fol lo,v t d h is c« 1m rn d e, overt :dd1 11,!  h i n 1  jw-t  Lef« •re H·11ch
i n g the poi n t  where Cttrnwla  lrnd het: n l t f t . Sot1 1 ;d 1 1 1 �  t he 
itgn·td-upon t-ign a l ,  i t  was prorn pl  ly  a 1 1swe1 td, and t lic nt·xt 
monw 11 t  Ca rnwla WHS i n  l\l 11sta 1 1g'::; n rms. 

" ,v 1 i oo-oop ! ,, e t•ue l ie 1 ed t l i e  ,,arn i i n tB  that t ime !" yclll'd 
H u rr i cane  B i l l ;  i n  11 n <·CS l a:--}' of t 1 i 1 1mph. 

" Hiµ h t  you ht·, B i l ly ; ' t was a. neat joh. But I don't 
n cknu w<·'rn t h roU!,! h w i' the g11 11 1 e  )' i t .  Lis'cn to that !'' 

Evt·n us l\-111�1 nng- Su m i-polH·, tt l c •ud ydl c·umc• t·cho in� down 
t he· pa�s. J t  H•en , ed 11s tl H1ugh the  ou t l aws  l i ad  �uc l cl t-n ly re
covt•rt·d t heir fo\l'ItH·s-ns though t hey no1N r--n w how im b l i nwly 
1 I i  t'Y h n d  hc ·en <hi pNL 'J'hey luHl 011 ly f:lecn t w o  nwn-1 he 
dtt r<·lh-vi l  A mt'.ric2ms wl 10  lut <l t S<'H p<·d 1 he  dt·nt h- 1  m p  in  1 he 
pas�. Yet over n dozen < - f  t hdr men wen• <h·url or ll i�u hini.  
f; h o n l d  t l tc  l 1 (�1 e 1 ks < scape to lmusl of their  clet!ds ? No-a 
t 1 1 01 1sa 1nl t i 1 1w� uo ! 

rr1 1 18 iB w lwt  t lrnt w i1 <1 ,  ,· i tHl iCt i ve yel l F:ftid. 
H i d i ng c lo�c s ide hy si dt·, Dnn 'M 11 1H·Z nnd  Ca rmela cl n�Jwd 

h arnls for one momen t. It Wa8 1 i k t: the dead  rdu r n i ng . to  l i fe. 
Even w i t h  t hat ye l l  echoing in t l : c i r  t•urs tlu·y W <·rc lr npi)Y· 
For tli e moment they furgot the <le21 t h  of Don Lu is. 
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u Lead on to the  place wbar you cl'ossec over, pard," �aid 
J-Iustang Sa m. " Ouce over the l<enyon, 1 reckon we k in  
g i  vc these varmints the sl ip, s'posin' t lrny foll er us.'' 

rrhe doubly-laden animu.1s cou ld make lmt slow progress 
through t lw rock-st rew n  coun try. The trail w as wind ing 
and in t ricate. Tue riders were ignorunt of the best rou te. 
Tuey lrnd only passed over the  ground once, and then in  t oo 
gn·aL l 1 11st e to  take pnrt icu lnr  not ice. Tbe l>and i ts  wou ld  
have t hem at n fr igh t ful tl i�advantage i f  they should fol low. 

" llyur·s the place, I b'l ieve/' at length u ttered Hurricuue 
Bi1 1 ,  rei n i ng in h is horse c1m1e beside the canon. 

" I t's t ime, too. I kin b ear the varmints comin' down ful l 
spl i t ,  now we're st i l l . llut sure tl.J is 's t h e  plnce ?" 

" 'T loolu-i l i lw i t .  We ltacl to jump our critters over," re
turned Hurricane,  pl-cring anxiously forward. 

'file opposi t e  s idt� could hardly be d istillgnished, owing to 
the gloom cust by t he rocks utH .l shrubs l>eyClnd. It was a 
rno1uen t of pain f1 1  I suspense. From beh ind" came the unmis. 
1akahle sou nd8 of a hot pursu i t ,  the bandi ts having ral l ied, 
wenJ burning for revenge. 

" Look out t lrnr !" sh arply cried :Mustang Sam, as be 
tonched Tornado with the spur. 

Tbe nohlc brut e  rose in to  t he  nir l ike a hird and then 
al igh ted �nfcly upon t he other side wi th h is master nnd Cur
mel a.. There lrnd been no  <.lunger in the lc�ap, yet the cour
i1ge <l isplnyed Ly :Mustang Sam was noue the  less on lhat ac
CDU11 t. 

" Come on , pnrd. Buck-i:ikin kin step acrost," l aughed 
J\1 ust ung Sam. " 11'ain ' t  ten foot acrost it." 

A moment l ntc1� buck-ski n  al igh ted heside Tornado. 
44 Mustang, you ride on wi' lwr-keep ns n igh us you kin 

to t l 1e tra i l  we fol lcred in  comin, liyar, so'c, I' l l  lrnow whar to 
Jook fer ye. Nevt•r you mind whut you bear buck byar
you j <·st 'knd to lter.1 ' 

'' "7 h at.'s up  now,  prird ?" demanded the l\fad Rider. 
" You hear t hem var11 1 i 1 1 ts ? They're bead in '  etrnight fc, 

t h is cn>s�in' .  Ef they pass th is, we're goners. Tlley know 
the l ay o' t he gronnd an '  we don't. I 'm goin 1 to kct'p 'cm 
011 t'ot her side for n hi t ; on tel you git a fa'r  sturt." 

" I ' l l  stay an' h elp-" 

• 
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1 1  No ye won't, nnther. I'm runuin'  1 1l iR outfi1 ,  just n o w  
You take lter and puckachee. Git-I menu bm,ineA:-." 

T hougb w i  I b ev idt'nt  reluctallce, �1 ust»ng Sam turne<l and 
rode u.way , u.ftcr first handing Don :Mun <'Z one of l i iH n:vo]
vcrs. I t  wc11 t ugHinst the gra i n  sorely to Jeuve h i!'I part ner to 
mt>ct. the  e1 1cmy ulone, hut he lrncw that Hurricane  would 
no t  he crns�cd evt·n hy h is bt-st frieud, and a quarre l  now 
wou kl he worse than t'ol ly. 

" Y1 1 u' re g oi 1 1g to fig h t  them, senor ?'' nske<l Don Mmw.z. 
ll YeR-goin' to kt'ep 'em from crossi 1 1 ' ,  ef  I k i n. You k i n 

bel p--j< ·st fire at 'cm wl.Jcuever you ketch a chnincc, un'  keep 
j 1 1mp in '  around in d ifferent places. I don't  rtckou wc' l 1  h c-v 
very l i n rd work to kt ·ep 'cm hack long enough to  let :Mustang 
g i t  away _safe. Likt:·ly they ' l l  th ink we're u l l  llynr. But  
now l »·y low. Do j , ·st as l d o >' 

Buck-skin was loosely tethered beyond a pile of rocks. 
Hn rricane  Bi l l  and Dun 1\-lun«  z crouchcLl trn dt·r cover close 
\H:'si de  the cauon, t l ie ir  fire-nrmH rearly. Though as )· et  the 
oul l aws were invisible in that land of slrnd1: ws, t he rnpid 
l 1 oof- strokes cou ld  plainly he disti 11guisbed, nn d the Lrai ucd 
cur of the  young scout could determine thei r posit ion w i t l i i n  
a fe w y�rds. Beyond a doubt they were making for tbe 
crossing, e i ther suspec t ing the  fugitives had nwqe use of it, 
or else they were dl'si rous of surrounding tlltm as qu ick ly us 
possible. 

Tiie omlaws trot ted briskly np to the crossing. From bis 
covert Hurricane  Bi l l  cou ld  quite pla in ly dh;t inguish them. 
A nd l cvcl in� h is revolver, he fi red tw ice in rn pid s11 cccs�ion. 
Don Mmwz imi t ated h is ex:1 mple .  The out laws were most 
dfcclntt l l y  surprised. No1· was this le�stned when Hurricane 
Bi l l , whi le rapidly empty ing his revohers, shouted in  a loud,  
c lear voice : 

" Cl. rnqie, lnda-cl rnrgc an' they're ours I Work 'er up 
l ively, uoy8 l \V hoo-oop l'' 

\V ith cries of terror nnd dismay the :Mexicans broke ancl 
fled,  the wi ld wur-cry of Hurricane Hil l  sounding in tbeir 
ea.rs Jong uftcr they had vanh:hcd from view. Then, with a 
pleasan t l nngh, the scout tu rned to Don .1\-lnncz. 

" TllaC.'l set tled.  Now fer to join onr fri'nds. I <lon't 
r('ckon we'll bev any more trouble afore (1 -ty ,  uny how." 
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" vVe owe yon our l ivrs-I and my child I" 
" Th a r-don't sny no more. I w�11:;n't work in' fer noth in'. 

I rt·ckon you'l l hcv to  puy nm a h ig pr ice for wha t  I'v� d id, 
w hen we g i t th l' < ,ugh tt l l  righ t.," i n terrupkd H u rricane. 

" I'm rich-I w i l l  g ive yon lJtt l f  of ul l I u m  wort l1-" 
" I  wasn't 8peuk i n' o f  money,  old nrnu-hut  t hur. Let i t  

d rop for now .  Jump up ah ind me. W«->'11 l ttv to ride righ t  
pt · t• r 1  t o  ketch u p  wi '  .M u8t ttng, I n·ck on." 

'· Not mnch you won'1 , ptt r d ," cul 1t-d ont a cheery voice 
from d i rt-ct ly in front. " I heard you bnrnin'  pow dt.• r, tt n' · I  
w n11 h�d a hund  in .  The lady hynr begged me not to  lt>ave 
l 1 lT ftt 1 her, so back I comcs-jc�t i n  t ime to be too lu te." 

'• 'Twns tt fool trick ,  pu r<l-you'd ort e;r be a long WU.}'B from 
J 1yHr hy now," l't'proud1 fu l ly sahl Bi l l .  

" Tl te var  n i i 1 1 t s  is  wt .  ip1 1cd. W Im t difft'rence ? Now we 
k i n  t a ke  our ei,se. Evt·n s'po� in' l bem vnrmints do tiy to fol
}�r tis ; u b lood hou nd cou ]dn't  �ra'ce iy ke< ·p u. tndl  ovt·r t hese 
rocks. An' hy dny we' l l  be fur enoug ll tthelld o' tllem." 

" I u i 1 1 ' l  so sur,·. TLey've got tlu1r ebetH.-zer up powerful,  
nn' ' 1 1  t ry l rnr<l to git �quurc. 'f1 1ey k uow t ll� luy o' the  
�r-01 1 1 :d bc t t er' n we do ,  tt 11' fust th i 11g we know rut:bl>e we'J l 
run k «· rsp lunt  i n t o  a umbush." 

" No dimger, pH.rd ; 'cuuse wl ,y. They ttin't agoi n' to fo]� 
ler t he  t rai l ice ha ke. Thty'd see a devil or a spook in every 
rock an' husll. 'I'hey wou ldn't folkr u� ef we  was out in 
pla in fligh t. You fergit the Evtl Land, Hunicune," chuckled 
Musi nng Sum. 

" You're right, pard-as you a l 'ttys air-I did fergit it. I 
reckon we've got t h e  drop on 'em tJds t ime I But ,'' and Hur
ricn ne lw�i t ated. " Bu t  l1 ow' I J  they l i ke i t ?" 

" My frit-mds,'' snirl Don Munez, " we ure w lw11y in  your 
l • n nds. Take w hatever course JOU t h ink  hc1;4t , �nd we w i l l  
b,� contc�nt .  W e  pn.�se<l through  the Evi l Laud once u n
lun11wd ; why �hou ld we fear to do i t  nga in  11'' 

No more was sa id. The pnrty rode �teudi l,t' forwnrd , 1r nd 
long ':>eforc the su n t i nged t he t'Rf:1 ern sky w i t h  gold, they 
wt-re tl.Headiug the mazes of the f ar-fa.mcd H✓1,t Pais. 



AN UNINVITING SCENE, 98 

C H A P T E R  X I . 

IN THE " EVIL LAND." 

SUNRISE iu the Evil Land 1 
The 11oldt'n mys streamt:d over a wi ld, weird scene, strange 

•\ and· fant ast ic as one of Dore's conceptions. Here it w11s a 
perfect w i lderness of 8ierra ; tu ere, a dense chaparral thickly 
covered with mezqui tes and nopals, wi th clumps of cacti 
and " t iger- thorn." Here the h igh rank grass brush ('d the 
sides of the fugi 1 i ves' horses. Such is the ci rcle tl.lut surrounds 
t lie volcanic region. A sllarper contrast could scurcely be 
imagi ned. 

Al l  at once this deuse vegerntion ceases, leaving. 
scat tered far apart, lmnches of cact i, a dwarf oak, or per
cuance two or t h ree cocoa lrn<·�, growing out of t he cracks 
in t he lava. Tbe ground rum hies and seems t'l sh»ke beuealh 

· the horses' trettd, unti l  one can not Lu · Jp fa11cyi1 1g that only a 
th in crmit separates h im  from some horrible subterranean 
abyss. 1'he flow of molten lavu can easi ly be traced, undu
lat ing, winding in serpe1-: tine coils, forming a gigan tic mo• 
saic. 

Here ri�es 8, Rmootb, pol ished cone, there another w ith min i
atun� turrets, not un l ike an an t-h i l l . Some of tllem are 
broken ; a l l  nre hol low, the shell varying from six to twtu t.y 
i1 1ches in thicknes�. Peeri ng i u to one, the eye can see noth
in g  save a dense, im penetrable dark neEs. Drop a s tone i 1 1 1 0  

Urn hole, i t  rebou11ds here and there, uu t i l  the  sound i s  l oi--t  
in  the disttrnce. How far does it descelld ?  Oue can mdy 
conj ecture. Yet these black pits are inhabi ted ; by the huge, 
ulo: ,tcd serpents th at muy occusionully be se�n lttzily g l id iug 

over the lava-beds. 
But thtre a re st i l l  other inhabi tan ts of the  Ev i l  

Land. From tl.Je slrncle of youder uwarE ottk, s l inks .t\way ho 

gaunt  gray wolf-a u lobos ;'' a. spE'Cies that is kuow11 only in  
)lt-Xico and  some portious of Tcxas-pansing when nt a !'.lafe 

I 
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distanl'e to ut ter a long-drawn. l ugubrious howl as i f  protest
ing against this invasion o f  l1 is domain. A family of ja,valina& 
leap up from their wollowing place w ith shril l  snorts arH.l 
eye tlle travelers, viciously champing their long, white tusks, 
half  i 1 1clined to attack the i n tru<lers. Here the trampl ing of  
hoofs start up a covey of quail, or  a couple of grou�e ; the 
soft ,  long-d rawn note of tl.ie dove was mingled with the more 
rapid cal l of  t he  wood pigeon. 

Such is the Evi l  Land and its inhabitan ts. A native wou ld  
add demons, gnomes. nphritt>S ; hut our friends beheld none  or  
these. The " w i tching hour ,, w�s past. 

It was midforenoon when Hurricane Bi l l  c,1 1 led a halt. 
Botll animals and riders were tired, sleepy and hungry. Of  
water t hey had a supply, having fil led their gourds a t  a spring 
j nst before d�yl igbt. Of food, two and a hal f  brace of 
grouse hung beside Hurricane Bil l's l eg. He had dropped 
them wh ile rid ing along, wilh h is revolver. 

u I reckon this is the best place we kin find ," observed the 
tall plainsman, tL#3 be paused upon the edge of tLe crater. 
" It looks cool down thar. Then the critt ers kin git drink, 
sech as it is. The smoke '1 1 scatter afore it r ises the edge 
hyar." 

Even Don Munez hesitated but for a moment. Though 
nnlurally anxious to reach home and safety as quickly as pos
sible, and dreiul ing lest the ban d i ts should improve the time 
thus given t llem, to get before them once more, he  saw tbi\t 
Cllrmela was utterly exlrn usted. She must rest, in order to 
have strength to meet the difficulties that might still bestrew 
their  patb. Yet it required all bis cour!lge lo enter what the 
natives cul led the Temple of  l lrn Evil Spiri ts. 

Dismounting, Hurricane Bill gen tly l i fted Carmela from 
Tornndo's back and then carried her down to the side of the 
miniature l1tke. '11he uig borderer was wonderful1y t ender 
n nd car<·ful ; the chan!!e l>ecn.me h im ,  too. He tore off huge 
lnrndsful o f  leaves t o  f<>rm a cusl i ioned sent. And he  felt  a 
t llou�and fold repaid when Carmc1 a'R dark eyes met h is i n  
mute than ks. Hurr icaue B i l l  was corraled. 

A smal l fire was k ind led >1 nd the grouse wt>re speed i ly roast
ing. The horses were eagf'rly feeding, afler a sniff of  d is
gust at tue water. It wus jdty hhtek, though cleur, ut l tmst 

\ 
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to the eye. But a myriad frogs, efts and. insects of different 
kinds were swimming and dart i ng  about, uu t i l  tl.Je water 
seemed fairly alive. The margin was fringed wi th  WRter• 
plan ts, some of them in bloom. ,vith an extraurd innry d is
p lay of gallan t ry,. Hurricane set ,.out to pluck a bouquet for 
Curmela. But h e  soon clesisted , in d h1gusl. Tl iongh beau t i
ful ,  some of llJem won,l rously delica te in form nnd hue, the 
flowers were impregnated with a sicken ing, fot irl odor. 

Their food dispatched, all save Hurricane Bil l  lny down to 
thke a brief sleep. He was t o  keep guard, tbongh t here was 
) i ttle nec<l , for nrdther Indian nor bandit would w il l ingly 
venture near the D-evil 's 1'emple. After nn hour, he wus to 
arouse )I.ustang Sa-m. Two hours would be rest en.ougb , ns 
they hoped to reach the rancho before another day. 

Wi th h is pipe l igh t ed ,  Hurricane Bil l  Rat Jenn ing against a 
lava block, b is eyes fixed upon the  face of  Carmela, who was 
huried in a deep slum l>er. Or what was he thinking ? WelJ, 
render, you can guess ns well as I. He Lrnd confessed tlmt 
the soft-eyed maiden b nd '' corrale<l " him-that he was 
" dend-stuci< ;" that is, in love. lsn

,
t that enough ? 

Hal f an hour passed by. The pipe is ext inguished. Tbe 
head of Hurricane  Bill d rops forward. Ile is asleep on post. 
Yet what can tlrnt matt:er ? Al l  is safe. No enemy is near. 
So he bel ieved. But he was mistaken. 

A soft rustl ing in the gra�s. A long, bcRutiful, yet loath• 
some form glides out upon  the lavn beside the sleeping maid
en. It rears its lance-shaped bead, and -seP.ms about to launch 
i t s h ideous length u pon tbe slum�rer. But then it resumes 
i ts silent progress. Its curiosity appears satisfied. This is 
hut a curious �hupe of lava. It gl ides up beside the  maiden. 
Then its bead pusses beyond hers, doubles around as though 
meaning to puss by. Perhaps i ts den is near. But Curmehi, 
w i th a faint moan , sl ightly moves her · l.iead. Like a flash: 
t lie serpent flings i ts  head and neck around. A hluck, forlr n<l 
nnd glisten ing tongue plays 8ilen t ly just t1.bove the mniden's 
cheek. The fiery ey<:-s seemed riveted upon hns, despi t e t he 
closed l ids. Another movement, however slight ,  and, Car
mela's deatb-warru.nt is sealed. J.i"'or this the serpent ll ppears 
to watch. 

At th is mome11t Hurricane Bill opened b is eyes. A glow 
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of horror filled them. He snw the threatening attitude of 
t be  snake, and knew that Carmela was in  terrible dnnger. 
Quick as thought be cocked ttnd levt'lt: d  h is revol ver, I he  �il 
vn <lrop (·ovef' ing the  rq,t i le's head. Yet he Lt-si l ntt·d to 
firn.  He �uw t l 1 at t o  k il l  the snpen t ,  the lml l t:·t n1u!-L t11 irly 
grnz1� Carmela's l t:;mple. And he feu , ed his nerves weri• not 
�tu, dy c11ou.l-'.h, Yd Ile durtd not wait. It wa::i the stvercst 
t ri a l  of his l i fe. 

The decision wa� forced upon h im. He J1 enr,I A. fai n t  sigh 
-Curmela seemed ahout lo waken. A nd I hen he firtd. 

The 1wxt instant h e  WllS beside Carmela, t he serpent 
clenched de�pt:'rntely in h is han d::;, to be· flung fur uwny wi th  
the  same gt:"sture. Y ct  there wns no  need. His a im l r nd  
been t rue. The  serpen t 's head had been b lown to pieces. 
And as Carmela, con fused ,  be w i ldered,  spru ng up, a lock of 
ha i r  ft- 1 1  from her temple. The bu l le t  had severed it . · H ur
ric,rne Bi l l  caugut the tress before it could touch tho 
grou nd. 

'' l l'e not h rn','' h e  h nstily u t tered ns the two men spruug 
up. " I jbt shot a snuke-that's ni l ." 

But Carmela uodcr�tood i t  al l ,  tts she rii ised one h1-1nd to 
her temple. 'rhe severed hair, the curious tingl ing w bere a 
sl i gh t  red l ine marked the skin ,  t he dead snake ; all these 
told  a plain tale. And as she saw the blnck tref-1s in his 
lland, her �yes fiiisbed n quick message to his. 

Hurricune Bi l l  fel t queer-os he  might httve c:xprrssed it
" nil over in spots." ln that ghrncc he  read a vol un,e. It  
said : " You bnvc snv�d my l i fe once more. You J>f'ize t hat 
t re::;�, hecnuse it once bt: longed to me. You love me w i t ll all 
yunr �oul. And I-I HI i l  not otlended I'' 

Hu rricane Bi l l  said nol h in� j ust t h en, for Don Munez b�d 
} 1 <i S l e J ll•d to  his d 1 1ught e1·'s sid1· to fl�S \ lfl '  l a im�t lf  t b a.t �he l a u d  
i i ; d t·t·d e,capt·d I he poi!;lot 10 1 1s  fa ngs. But 11s t lw ta l l  p lai ns
man sqm1t ted uown beiside ·l\iustaug Sum, he quietly ut
ten·d : 

" I reckon I'll take a h and in that ru(',e you spoke of, 
pard." 

It was finally decided not to lose any more t ime there, 
1:1 ince the horses were beginn ing to feel the need of drink. 
Anu the sun was excessively warm. Besides, they wished to 
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get out of the Mal, Pai, by sun-down. One night of such 
truvel ing wiis enough . 

.l\lnstu.ng Sum - rememlwring how consi<lerate his pnrt ner 
bad been on a formtr occusion,  now won Hurr icane Bi l l's un
dy i ng grat i t ud e, liy ai r.m1gi ng a new or<ler of match .  As 
l:uck-skin Wtts the s 1  ro11g·est horse, H ur-ricanc nm.I Carmel,, 
were t o  ride h im,  wh ile Dou !'Iuuez und l\lu�tang took " turn 
al,0�1t " on Tornado. 

Just wlrnt passed between the young people-al l that they 
snhl nod a good portion of what they thought, the acute 
reader can vrobahly guess. One thing is cer tt1in. Neitl.Jer 
of them ever forgot that ride. It was the beginning of a 
new l ife for them IJoth. 

\ 

C H A P T E R X I I . 

A M A T T E U  O F  C O U R S E  

" LooK yon<ler-see t he smoke signals ?,. muttered MtiR

blng Sam to Hurricane, j ust before sunset, nodding toward 
two dift\·rent poin ts from whence arose �lender columns of 
bluck smoke. " Tlrnt means m isch ic f.,, 

" It's I nj un sty le, lmt I h'lieve i t 's put up by some o' those 
pesky greasers. They've sigh ted us, sure. Wel l ,  let 'em try 
it on. w C �ickened 'em OliCe ; I reckon we kin do it ag'in," 
q ui_t.� t I y rt>pl i e -d H n rric,rne Bi I I . 

" Tl1 11 r  caiu't l>e more'n a. rloz'"'n o' them left ?" 
" Ahout  Urn t ,  ou less tliey've run acrost help. Yott" · 

,,,, mean -r 
u Yes. Th ar's no use in  tnkin' her in  cltlnger. Them 

'scopet b 1 1 1 le 1 s  is so <l u rned k(•crless-tl l ey hit nny t h ing t hey 
Iia i n  t � i rned ttl. We' l l  press on to the open ground lu:yond 
tlu:m h il ls ; an' lh�n let l l 1 e  old mnn lake his gal. l t'JJ be 
µluin tru.velin' theu,  an' I don't reckon the critters ever wore 
hu'r as kin overhaul Tornado an' buck-skin i n  a fll'r race.,, 

Thii was the decision arrived at by the scouts, they having 

• 



IlUlUl.ICA.NE BILL. 

d rawn aside for consul tation on d isco-Yering the  signal smokes. 
They would covet· the retreat of Don Munez anll Ca'rmela, 
feel ing assured that even were the band its to prove toQ heavy 
for them, t hey could ettsi l y  give them the sl ip  nuder cover 
o f  nigh t ,  i n  1 hose rng�cd h i l l s, cut n 1i with defiles and can
on�, fi l led w i th a thousand snag caches. 

Don l1unez demurred ; be  did noL l ike to l eave ll is brflve 
young- friends to face the peril alone. But h e  was overruled , 
aud fi nal ly, for Carme l a's sake, he consented to carry out h is 
part of the programme as laid down by Hurricane. 

vVith Carmela on Tornado, and Don Mnnez on buck-sk in ,  
the quartette lrnstened on  and entered a long, narrow defile, 
j ust as the bandi ts  broke cover a quarter of a mile away, 
cuurging recklessly, with wi ld,  devil ish yel ls of hatred. 

" Hide fer your l ives now l" cried Hurricane Bill ; and 
then, ns the father and daugh ter dashed rapidly along the 
pa.�s, the two scouts turned trnd coolly faced the enemy, 

tlwu�h keeping well concealed ucb ind the bow lders. 
" J l'St look at 'em t I don' t reckon they know w ho it  is 

they're lnmtin' so keerless," l aughed Hurricane Bil l .  
" I reckon i t's the la�t hunt  the Liggest part of  'cm '11 ever 

take, grimly rep lied Mustang Sam. 
The handi ts thundered on, rushing to their doom, with a 

strange lack of cau tion. But, after aJ I ,  it wus hut natural 
for them to believe that tbe fugitives b ad fled straigh t on. 
W hy should two men face a dozen ? They, themselves, were 

not daring enough to suspect such a thing. 
" Tue bl ind fools t" muttered Hurricane Bill, as the ban

d its rapidly advanced in  a close clump. " Take i t  cool , pard. 
Let 'em come clean to the mouth . . We kin wipe 'em out 
tllen, ufore they kin think o' fightin' or runu in' f\way." 

And then, when the r iders were not more than twenty 

yards distttnt, the two ,scouts lcupccl out int:, the open pnsR 
aud sent  u. leaden ha i l  of death in to the bew i ldered bandi t1:1. 
The fi nit 8hot caused t hem to draw rein ; nnd then, ns t he  
slrnrp reports fol lowed in  rapid succes�ion, each miss i le cl aim• 
ing a victi m, the 'Mexicans sought to flee. But few of them 
ever l ived to tel l  the tal e ,of that massncre. Cool and del i \>· 
crate, yet quick as a veteran sportsman among a covey of 
quail, tlle brother scouts picked off the wretches one by one 
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Three of the outlaws managed to escape. The remaindtr lay 
dead before the mou th of t lrn defile. And the terrified fugi
tives were lent w iugs hy the wi ld, mocking pe1.1l of luugh tcr 
thut rose from the lungs of tile  victors. 

First rdoading tli c i r  weapons, the scou t s took a hasty look 
at t ue fal len, then started out to catch up  a couple pf t l.Jc 
horses that were st i l l  prancing around as i f  unw il l ing to 
abandon their late musters. )V ith some' l i t t le difficulty t he  
capture wus made, and then the scouts rode bard in pur�uit  
of Don 1\Iunez and Carmela. But i f  Hurricane Bill  count.ed 
upon another stolen b i t  of conversat ion wi th the  soft.eyed, 
that n ight, lie was di1rnppoint.ed. Don Munez .tad no w ish 
to full into the hands of Bluck Garcia's gang again, and he 
pn·ssed on at a ki l l ing pace, reaching h is  rancho just at day
break. ne immediately sent word to the neighbors, an d 
placed h imsel f nt t lleir head, forgetting h is grent fatigue, rc
solvell to �venge the dh.ring Arnerkam; in cuse \ hey hnd been 
overpowered, us Lie fcnrcd, Instead, b e  met tl.Jem well uud 
hearty. 

1Tllerc is l i ttle to n<ld that the reader's imagination can not 
easily  supply. 

There was a l i t t le mourning over Don Luis. A l ittle Jove� 
mak ing between Isidora and l\'Iustang Sum. Di t to between 
Carmela and Hurricane Bil l ,  w ho finally mustered com·xge to 
ask the u soft-eyed ,, to repeat in words the message her eyes 
bad telegraphed to his, w hen he won that tress of silky hair. 
A double conference w i th  Don ?t'lunez, who almost forgot 
h is grave demeanor and blue blood, so overjoyed was b e  at  
the double confession. And he  declared thut  he'd rtltlH·r 
have the two Americans for sons-in-law tha n  the proudest 
mo11 t1.rchi:! i n  the  world. 'l,he_n tbt!re was e. grand fensl-· a 
" holiday "--attended by every persor. for m i les around ; ·un• 
less i t  were the few Sl' rvivors of tl.le ouee dreaded Black 
Gnrciu.'s band. And first among the sk i l l fu l  con testan ts, were 
�:Iustn.n1r Sam and Hurricane Bil l ,  w itu Tornado aud huck
skiu. 'l'hcn cam e  the fandungo ; 11fter i t ,  t he ceremony 
wh ich completed the " corra l ing ' '  of our two scouts. 

�,or several days the festivities lasted. Tl.Jen the newly .. 
weuded couple scttle<l down to every dny li fe. 'l'lH:y us-
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sisted Don Munez on h is cattle farm, and, in two years had 
fairly doubled the c;1pi tal. And the Indians soon learned to 
give that rancho a wide hert ll. 

Don :Munez d ie<l two yea.rs since. Hurricane Bill and 
l\Iuslaug Sam with their two wives are still living. 

TIIE END. 
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2. 'l'h�• Pn, ult,t.•r•� V1·nl ,. . s1J. I•� ,,.. I • ·  1':\ 1,. 1 ;'i_ 1�h•• 1 : lur /ul l'lmr. �;Hl. Th�, I•·•• I .-1 11. 
::. J\l \•rn I .  'J'I aT,, . .  I l 11nl, r,. IJ!I. 811 n1!,ir,I. t;j,. ·rri .. Pl�111,,11il1 S,:wt. 
•• Al11·•· \\' il,l,•. �). 'J 11-, l\.l\ N••< C'a1 ,,., 1 1;1 1. ·r ,., :,l\fl lllJI H i ll.·�. �1:{II. 'l:ll('lit l tnwk h1l. 
r,. Th,, G,.i,J,., ,  B,·ll. �:c Th, H,,1,J,•11 I l 11rp11m1 1 1: J .  Tl1e Lnk,, R1111�,-r,. �:iii. (Jl,I Zip. 
ti, l'I, ip, ti,., l '11,·,, l'l;il,l. .-; I. 'T'h,. St ,1 h11,lt• 1 ' 1 , , l'l. l �·l. Th,, llutdt•r lti, i l ls .  :Jlll .  i:;" !fhl ill!', 
�- 'l'hll H,,,.f,•r . , 1  '·:1.,. 1:1>. Th,· l,'1 glLi - , "  J(�l . .lf,b J),,011, 'J rtJ •I'"' · .-l 1. ?.l111k Co11 l .  
"· :--otli .l,,11..... 1<1;. H, 11 l'hthl<'. lti-l. 'l'l11• U1111 1t C"!1 1H. -1:t. t •r1,,·ltt•1 1ral. 
H. Tiu• Sltiv, S,·ulpt .. 1 . )-.7_ Ou l.lw IJ•••t•· h i ,. 'l'l,e lJna�cn I l111i,l. �.J :�. 'l'h,• ll h1d. f>rinro•l' 

1 11. 'l'li, B,wl"1 , u,I>< fir ,I,•. 'i'<. {'nl't ,�111 .\h\l l \•. 1 .,;. f t ,. , I  Ski11'11 l'J. ,li:c·. :'l.J. J�i,. ,t .,1,1. 
1 1 . J •ri�n111•r La \'i,11 1,•s�•·· 'Ill • t,1 , <1..  1,;7, i-ih111lnw ,J:wl.. .•.Jr,. TJ,., Hi•d J>rinti•. 
I ·• Bill Hi,l.lu1, , Trn1•1"-1 . !ii'. A,"tt �w l\ . I �--. '1 11.: !--ilt•111 l l on,t,-r.* ·,J,:. '1·1,,, \\ ltilr A1md1e. 
I :. r\nlar S,1n11 ,p. •t I 'I 1 ... J,., t l'n,·ti,:. li.'.1 . 'l'l•o! \\'ltitt• I. '111 11••·· �•.n. 11m1!., hi,·k. 
l l. 1°: 111 ,1 ,d,I J',;,,1·ldn,·, ,, !1:'. Thi Twh1 .-:tu1 1 I  1 ;,1. ' 1 ' 1 11• lsut d1•>' ,•h,011:!�>"�. 141<. Jt,. ,I Ul(l l1 1int. 
1: .. 'l'h1• rt·crdh•r t\ugt•l. �I��- 'f hu C1 ,1ot� , �i ha,• a 1';' 1 .  'i'h,• :-:. i l t llt sin, l1t', .. n.1. 'J'ltt• �lflltl\V �nrJw�n. 
rn. llt11•l 1• ,�i,-l,1o,I. !t I . T, ... " 1  I :-,ld1,111•r, I ,:'. , ... , .... ,, . t i  •. s, .. , .  :!Ml. 'fh,, Jl .. r,I,•• HM1�n1le 
I i. J\111, ll!H \\' 1· ld,•. •t.,. r.;j,J I', I •I<, 11:l, 'I I ,. l{,,I ( "nv, k- :!'11. Thi• l<'in. <'Iller. 
H. !'i L� Tu,J,I. llti, L it ' •• :\I w,·, 1 in. 17.J .  {lll• <'ll c,t 111 ·,, \\"(•rnh,. �:.'.!. Tin l'ritiritl �,0 1,ri.ro. 
l'.1, \J .1�1.111• 1 i 1 's l)au�:!tt,1·. Hi. 'J'J.., J ),.0 1 11I l l1111l,•r. 1 1 ·,. The l'f d rl, Rittt<-,, ?',:t 'l'lio \\'I it,.. Gl iuii11i,1r. 
�t•. l •"Iori,h,. 11�. ll.11t I ,  J I  rl 1111,i. 1;,j _ TJ,,. '1'1·111kr �py. �-•-!. Tl:◄• Outluw l{,1 1 11r, r. 
'J I .  S, hll ('h11s1•. I •1•1 .  <':,h·t ,· l , ,,11 I. 1 7�. 'l l,e P11h• lnt·t' l--1111111v :U,5. Hh11· l'1,111vl1, B111 1dlt. 
'l�. ' 111,,• :\l11i,I . .  r J� .. ,, .. �. I II . It It 1iht1, ""· 'I I ,. J' r11lrl,• IJ, i,I.,, ':/:,1,. A 11ldhl'II Alw, 
'l{. \Vi11il\·c .. l \\ .. 11lhr"I"· 1 1 1 1 1 .  .\h1 ,I .,J \\"y(l1 1 , i11ic, 1 7lt. rh .. \\ h 1..- \' u l 1 t1 1 t>. �;,i. 1 ,1,1 J\Yo nlupoi,i 
'21. 'l'lu• Trtiil l l 1111 l••r�. :1 1:. L l l  .rt<. 1•01 ·,,, et•. 11-<li. ( , , 11 , 1 l't L,•, l',il,1io11, t!8 .. Th11 \\'hite Brnn,.1 
2:a 'l'lw p.,,.,1 l'r11w1• . I , , ;, hi!! I "01, I Ii,· (:ni 1�. I "I , 01 , I  K, J,., l lie 'l'rnilt1 . :!�!t. H,•,•n l<11itl'. 
�1,. Bf· • l l 1 1 ,,u ul" ti,, l', 1:1st. l l t l ,  1:11111\ o, \i, l t , 1 1 i l1r. l"':t . .J ,11.-i i hmlt. '}1;0, \\'il)�r11 1111 1I. 
n. J ).1 11Khl 1,r ol 1.i lt, •t l \', (11�. n .. , ::\1 11 11 Ill j q•,,,· 11 .

. 1'1�. 'l'l11< 1•1,,111t,»11 Shi ,,. �I i i.  Ht11J Dim, t he R1111�t'r, t '},�. Ki t 1 !:' B,�r1111!,_1. 11 11;. :--.iu pl. l'l,il. 1�-l. 'l'li,• R,, ,I W,l�r. �1;2. Th,• 'I'" m 'l'ntilna, 
'J!i. Tl"• J,•,,re.i!l Spy. 

I 
Ill',, 'I II, I' •,I llur :-:,,,·. h.). ' 1 111• IJ,u ,,t•1h !->1·1,1 1 1'�"· "••I. 'l'hP B,,rd,•r l111utr.,11e. 

:Jo. l', 1l. 1'1111 1fn•t.·, \\'1 1r,I. J 1 .. Th,, l.,u,t :, , ;p .  1 �1,. Th� ll,·d J-;,·nlper. • , ·,t "r•n11f.1d11 Kuti•. ,· 
� I .  Th,i l)hul,f,, I h•ri . 1 H. l<i . 1 1 1>1 1 •1•�•1. 1 -<�.  Tl .. , <J111lm",' l'lol. 21,5. Tl,e ltl•u• B:111d. 
:l'J. I 1•>11•1. I lo. 'l'h,, I I i ,  , I ,  11 1 1  > 1 1 1,· I ! •:s. 'I h,, Bhit·k R ,1 t•i-. !ltil�. Vi'ihl Rub,, . 
a:l. :\111m1 1  c ,nin,•:t.* I I . , 'I h,• :.;1 1w1H .,' I',,,.. Js\l. 'llui Y1•lluw ! 'hi••!'. ·•�i. Th,i J11p:uflr Qtwen. 
!U, ll11t,l1 �J 11 1 t!• n,·. I I••. 'l'h,• J' ,l 1•11 H " l'l'. 1!111. l'l1•inlo, 111 1 lotbulallll. �'Iii<. Thu !-,I'• !'t\f Ri1t.•r�. 
::,a. 1,;,,,;L uu,I \\',·�1 . 1 1 .:. h: 11L1 ,,. 1,,11 ,,. 1!11, 1:, I SI 1\ er. �,;,1, Y111111g t\111111111111•!'!.. 
:hi. IUrl,•1 1 1"11 , ,1 1 h , i\1i 11 1 1 1  1 1 1 . .'> ,,,l ..;1 :irl 1 t�. j l!•:!. '1'1 ,, Sp,,: t,•r :-:.J.ipJ•t•r. :!10. 1�1,wk Puntlt.�r. 
;:,. Ou,ihol ,I. th,· "I• \ .  I l ,. 'I hr �; 11,; • I l , i 111,rty. I ,::. 'l'h,• S111111 I' Hi, 1, ·,·�. 

!
:HI .  Tia• t.rnr l·l11 1 1to•r. f 

'I>,. 'l'h1• W ,  ,1111! .\.I 1 1 1 , . 1'111 t 111 J.,1s1.. I'.> I. l�r11\ lvd,, t lw ( ,ui,le. :ti�. !-;in,.:h• I l11t1<1. 
a:1. '1'l 11· l,,111,I ( ' I  , ! , 11 I I , .  ','J,., ,1 .,J, .. i. 1 1 1  ,1auh:11. J u,,. 'l'l,;; Fi1·�r ' J i·:ul. �7:i. Li tt l�  'l'l1 rn11l,•1·l,c.lt 
,.to. lJ1 1iu11 i�l' 11 f ).UIJ(l t11·1·. ) , ... 'I f ,. \ \ JILl•I \\'11il. Hli.. r.1:tl• Plturtl'. -n I . ... , ... S,-n Ki11,t. 
� I .  Tho l l 11 1 1 t- ·r' ('nl,111. I I ••. TJ.o l•'w, Ch11111pio11s, Ill,. Sl1 11\1'1 11•,. ::-1•,mt. !!'7:i. �kk, Llu• S,•uul. 
4'!. 'l'h" 1,11 11 (• :\Iu11. l:.'U, Tit l l 1111t l1lnc1,; 1i11<. Bun B11 nl,,0r. :!7ti. 'l\1 0 I l ltmltt,1 '\Int. 
,1;1. '!'Ill• .\ ll,•11" l " I .  \ :ilh·,1 1l,· 1 1 1 t 1 i ,,1 r,,,..._ 111<1. lh•,I ◄>11ll11w. :!ii. Ah,li,•I , �h� A, e111!i>r. 
-'�- A1p,•11 F11l l,l1111.i , I •:•. ll>\r,l,•11, th,• H 1 11�1•r. �'111>. 1'1 i i rl,• l'nthtin,h•r. l :..'7lS. Bu11mi, th{I I lu 1 1t.•r. 
•I�. 1,;,1h,•1· 

I
p•·:. 'I h,· \ I i  i11L( H1·1,I,,, :.'1 1 1 .  Whit� 1-:\i.'l"f• nt. :!79, 'l'h,• \�:rl <.:ap1 1w, 1 .  

•lli. Wr,•,·1, 11 1 l 1 11• /\I hi 01 1 .  I '.!-I. l-t 1 1 1 1l1°r'• �, vtit�. �u� J'l1r111lt1n1 l•1,1•. 'll:l1 1. ll,,r1lt•r V,•11�c- rnr,•. 
-17. 'l'i11 1  11 1 1 1 ,hi,,•� ( 'lmr,,e. 12·,. T ,., l l 1111tc,1 l,ilc. 'ltM. c1 I  ,11k,id t .uh.hi. :.i�l. Tlw Bhu·k Spy. 
�K ◄ 1111 '"'""', 1h,· I lun, 11. J ·!•I. 01.J .!1 111•·. '.!14 , :,.t,,1111111,rn. :,��- Hul,y lt.,l,tu,I. 
t•. 1. Tiu, ◄,,.hi l l ,u,1,•r�. 1 ·'1 H,11,1 E,tJd••. YU!,. '/'I ,, r,t,t� l-'.rl{fp. ,l!l➔il. 'I ht Loni- Chi,,t. 
:'ill. Tl1t• Hf N, I, Shi1•- 1 �,  ·n, .. 1; 11 l , I, ;\l t 11l'r:t. 1 2116, Bucbkln BII' ��- Tl1<1 Yvun1-: �1'Y-
·. i .  Tiu, Tw,> t: uu·,h. l'J!l. Bhu· ,. \"<>•. "•J7. 1'1,e Hnllitlo 'l'r •l' l"'r- ��r,. Old Ih•nr•}' :LI\ . 
b'l. �i11J.:"I•• J.;,  ,, . I :111. I 1,,,., ,;  1 1,,11,-L \/i'l!<, '1 'l,t• 0, .. ,.,, (111 tliHv. 281;. )Ja&lt1•1I A, �•f!!1•r. 
a:t I l••I••� a11,t I ,,.,.,..,.. I t:11. \\'r ·, t i'' I 1,111,;l1t.cr. �, i:1, St·n.rr,•tl IL11 ,J,· 2t!7. · J·:t1,n11 Al l<'n'� l{l,lle8. 
-��. ;\I, tll,•, J;s,, _  t 11 lou, h .  �nil. J{,,,IJ I\ , 1 1 1l r- Hr,•1• 11 .  ��K Th,, \'\'0 11,t l(l11�, 
b5. 1 llt •111,I On. I :::,. \ mk,, ) ph. � 1 1 . 'I lJ,. l� 11 ,Ji 11rn l:-,l'\'• :!b9. Tiu, Uni! 11,,1, S••nnl• . 
f11i. :\ 1 1111, 1•� l'lul l ll  I ,111 , , th,•,· ,l,1d, -.n�. Sih 1 •1·1;1 •111 · 11!0. ( ',1�1tui11 of 4'n1 hi1u1. 
�7. Th,,:--, ""' · 

I 
J;::,, Tl, · I 'I,,· • 1,,.,, ( ' J1 1 ,•C \!l'.l. • 1p1n!lM l > i  , ],. ,'ill! . \\ •1rrior I•rinc1•a11. 

5-<. Ti, • :\11 1,l Hm1tr-r. 1.a;. 'l'Uc hi.ti. 11 I hrntn�. ·•11. •t l ,t� F, rt1 l :\l 1 •1>Hh r. \Ill':/, Hlulll, ,)nl,n . 
• '>II. K,•11 1., th, It \lllf•••·- J .7. '1'1,,, 'I r 111 ,. :-,1 ,, . '.:! IS, Th,• \\ l,ill• I kr111ll, •J'.1:1. 'l'h,• T,,1,ktm 11 �I •Y• 
till, ,111 lh" i,•..s' ("lie1 1l. l •:. 'l'in,. 1 1 1 1 ·  �f1111I �M. H,·,1 Hd l .  1!11•�- Th" Rfrnl }{,,\.,r•. 
•II. L0u11.::hi11;.r I�, l:l•t. Tl1 ♦• lio,,I, 1 1 , ., .  1! l 7. :\ I 1 1 1 l l-16hi 011I, �!l!J • • \1·kn 1 1R:1B l{i1. 
Ii�. Tlw U11 k11 1 ow 1 I ll,. SI,� l l\ 11t'l1, 1 ' lorn. !!ls. l tt 1ia11  Sp,, �u;. })t'llth 'l'rnill•r, 
11:t Tl111 l1 11lln11 l'r111, .�,.. J-1 1 .  l'h,· 1 1� 1pl,· I l:111.J. I �1\1. 'II, s, ii>t•• :--,•1111\1,, �Y1. J:l11ek Ni,k. 
ti-4. lt•1111t•·l">< 11f .\l 11h11,1 k .  1-1·.:'. 'l't11• ••ni: un11 1 <> l►f'Sm;1t �:10. Ni,·k n . .  , I,·. !!ll'-. '!'hr 11 1111 ur •·111,tnln. 
ti,,. Thtl \\' rioi• l11 r ', l 'ri,.t:, 1-l ; _  '1'111• i-;., ,111 1, �,.,,u,. '!·'1. Th • IH11 t ' I i l'l'''T. �'!llt. J\l,,�afuut, th� Br11v, . 
�Ii. Th" llun l..-r'ij \"rnv. l•i.l .  'l'h1• i'1:1 ri,• Tr J' lll!r�. ::��- 'I h,· 1\lu I l{m11wr. :Ulll. TJ,,. <"r,· lt••I i-, 1p1mt. 
li7. 1 1 1,li,111 · '""· 1 111. 'l'h :\J 111 11t>1 i 1 1,-,r. 1 ·••• $ J{i1 l!"r rh,, )lu11utt1i11 • • �11 1 .  l\l11•l1tlll! �11111. 
ti�. Th llnii:1111 ti 11 , . Ho, 1: .. 11) • 1• �:. �!It' ��.i'l : 'l'h .\l,,h l H'  l!1tpli\1�. :w'.l. ( 'ulmu C1111 • 1,ir:i loT8, 
1i!1. 111 11,·I: H,,. h1\1 . I '1. :\1, ii! ot Ll,1• .\1 111111t1u11. Q::fi. !ti,  Ii �, rm, . ;u,a. Tho ('nrit iii l>rl m•, •• 
1!1, 'l'l it• l 11 , l ia11 <ln••••ll. I I�. 0111,,. irt1 J:111111<1. �'il>. :\ I ,  Im I-'. I l•iili•r:•. )ll,i.J. 'l'hn 'l",•.um ii\ .,111::,-r•. 
i i .  Th,• l,ri�l°'I', i i i .  J.J,,. ' I  h ,· I l1 1ut,•r'a l 'h•1h:••· �!'l7. 'l'hu Jo T• t l 't i 1 n'IIB, :{•:1. 'flu: t;irl :--,•u11t. 
1�. 'l'l1t• ,1u .. I h11 tl , •r. 1 ,1J. Tl ,. �1 •1lp- llu 11t,,r.,.* './ZS. 'l'h11 :\lut.• Chief, 1;Ji 11:, 1 lTil,vu 'l, i,,. 
1:1. Tt1,• s:h•,-1 llu1fk, I , t .  'l"I ,. T1�·• 1 'I m i l �  2'J!I. Tiu, \\ liit,• 1;rlz1,l1'. .m�. I )  1tllt '1.. t1•·1td 1l1\ni(t•U 
14. Cr11ia, 1· ,11 ('l, ,•0111•••11, 1• J '••'· Tl,,• l'l111 1ti•1· l 'ir11tt1. !''lfl, Th,• I' 11·th1111 Sj') · :m�. 1; 111s11 •'} •' • 
1 ,. '1'111 I l 11 1 1 1 t•r' I, ""f"'• l ',:i. :\(,1hawl N11t, '!?:JI. 'I h,, '! t•X 1 'l'r01,Jn. "0 •• .\1 1111t,t,1h1 -,;,,,1 
71.1, 'T'l1,, S(·1,1 1 L' 1'1u, 1 ·. 1 ll It I � ,  h i ll, •>;}• '. 'J I,, l'r 1 iri1• Q11, • 1 1 ,  · :111. F111rl1r>1'11 I 1h i l .  
�7 • •  q,1i11 ,lit1· •. J , ,. Tl1o· \\ hltt> �•Jua,, .• •• la 'I w l'ri, •1h•,·1',. l\d,I,•, :11 1 .  :--1111or11 B1•n. 
1-"'. 'J'h� ltk,•I l-t,•11111<, l '1ti. Th �,111l«•ri· • !".pv. 1 t·�: Tiu• Jtori•t1 Sp,•••f,•r. ;,1 , . 11 cl. l.lnrllnj! . 

., N,h .. ls 1unrkt••I " itl, 11 t·,r ,r .. .J,,ul,I,, mu11her�, 2llo J•lll,(••·1 l'rl•· •:() • .-111 . 
t.� l•ot Kdt, t., ,.11 �t 1\\ ,I •:tlt <r'.-1. ! or· ,�01, ,�,, T 1• ,\ j r\. t,, 1 'ltT\ •ul,lr • ' Oll , ........ ;p, ,., ,, i,·,• . 1 JC"'( ("K � r,. � •cu. 

BEADLE AND ADAMS, Publishe,l'B 9g Wil lia.rn St., N. Y. 




