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I
was a palm-wine drinkard since I was a boy of ten 
years of age. I had no other work more than to drink 

palm-wine in my life . In those days we did not know 
other money, except COWRIES, so that everything was 
very cheap, and my father was the richest man in our 
town. 

My father got eight children and I was the eldest among 
them, all of the rest were hard workers, but I myself \Vas 
an expert palm-wine drinkard. I was drinking palm-wine 
from morning till night and from night till morning. By 
that time I could not drink ordinary water at all except 
palm-wine. 

But when my father noticed that I could not do any 
work more than to drink, he engaged an expert palm
wine tapster for me ; h e  had no other work more than to 
tap palm-wine every day. 

So my father gave me a palm-tree farm which was 
nine miles square and it contained 560,000 palm-trees, 
and this pahn-wine tapster was tapping one hundred and 
fifty kegs of palm-wine every morning, but before 2 
o'clock p .m. , I would have drunk all of it ; after that he 
would go and tap another 7 5 kegs in the evening which 
I would be drinking till morning. So my friends were 
uncountable by that time and they were drinking palm
wine with me from morning till a late hour in the night. 
But when my palm-wine tapster completed the period of 
15 years that he '\'Vas tapping the palm-wine for me, then 
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my father died suddenly, and when it V\ras the 6th month 
after my father had died, the tapster went to the palm
tree farm on a Sunday evening to tap palm-wine for me. 
When he reached the farm, he climbed one of the tallest 
palm-trees in the farm to tap palm-wine but as he was 
tapping on, he fell down unexp�cteclly and died at the 
foot of the palm-tree as a result of injuries. As I was 
waiting for him to bring the palm-wine, when I saw 
that he did not return in time, because he was not 
keeping me long like that before,  then I called two of my 
friends to accompany me to the farm. When we reached 
the farm, we began to look at every palm-tree, after a 
\vhile we found him under the palm-tree,  where he fell 
down and died. 

But what I did first when we saw him dead there, was 
that I climbed another palm-tree which was near the 
spot, after that I tapped palm-wine and drank it to my 
satisfaction before I came back to the spot. Then both my 
friends who accompanied me to the farm and I dug a pit 
under the palm-tree that he fell down as a grave and 
buried him there, after that we came back to the 
to-wn. 

When it was early in the morning of the next day, I 
had no palm-wine to drink at all, and throughout that 
day I felt not so happy as before ; I was seriously sat down 
in my parlour, but when it was the third day that I had 
no palm-wine at all, all my friends did not come to my 
house again, they left me there alone, because there was 
no palm-·wine for them to drink. 

But when I completed a week in my house without 
palm-V\·ine, then I \vent out and, I saw one of them in 
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the town, so I saluted him, he answered but he did not 
approach me at all, he hastily went away. 

Then I started to find out another expert palm-wine 
tapster, but I could not get me one who could tap the 
palm-wine to my requirement. When there was no palm
wine for me to drink I started to drink ordinary water 
which I was unable to taste before, but I did not satisfy 
with it as palm-wine. 

When I saw that there was no palm-wine for me again, 
and nobody could tap it for me, then I thought within 
myself that old people were saying that the whole people 
who had died in this world, did not go to heaven directly, 
but they were living in one place somewhere in this 
world. So that I said that I would find out where my palm
wine tapster who had died was. 

One fine morning, I took all my native juju and also 
my father's juju with me and I left my father's home
town to find out whereabouts was my tapster who had 
died. 

But in those days, there were many wild animals and 
every place was covered by thick bushes and forests; 
again, towns and villages were not near each other as 
nowadays, and as I was travelling from bushes to bushes 
and from forests to forests and sleeping inside it for many 
days and months, I was sleeping on the branches of trees, 
because spirits etc. were just like partners, and to save 
my life from them; and again I could spend two or three 
months before reaching a town or a village .  Whenever 
I reached a to\vn or a village,  I would spend almost four 
months there, to find out my palm-wine tapster from 
the inhabitants of that town or village and if he did not 
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reach there, then I would leave there and continue my 
journey to another town or village. After the seventh 
month that I had left my home town, I reached a town 
and went to an old man, this old man was not a really 
man, he was a god and he was eating with his wife when 
I reached there. When I entered the house I saluted 
both of them, they answered me well, although nobody 
should enter his house like that as he was a god, but I 
myself was a god and juju-man. Then I told the old man 
{god) that I am looking for my palm-wine tapster who 
had died in my town some time ago, he did not answer 
to my question but asked me first what \Yas my name? 
I replied that my name was "Father of gods" who could 
do everything in this world, then he said: "was that true" 
and I said yes ; after that he told me to go to his native 
black-smith in an unknown place, or who was living in 
another town, and bring the right thing that he had told 
the black-smith to make for him. He said that if I could 
bring the right thing that he told the black-smith to 
make for him, then he would believe that I was the 
"Father of gods who could do everything in this world" 
and he would tell me where my tapster was. 

Immediately this old man told or promised me so, I 
went away, but after I had travelled about one mile 
away then I used one of my juju and at once I changed 
into a very big bird and fle,v back to the roof of the old 
man's house ; but as I stood on the roof of his house, 
many people saw me there. They came nearer and looked 
at me on the roof, so when the old man noticed that 
many had surrounded his house and were looking at the 
roof, he and his wife came out from the house and when 
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he saw me (bird) on the roof, he told his wife that if he 
had not sent me to his native black-smith to bring the 
bell that he told the black-smith to make for him, he 
would tell me to mention the name of the bird. But at 
the same time that he said so, I knew what he wanted 
from the black-smith and I flew away to his black-smith, 
then when I reached there I told the black-smith that 
the old man (god) told me to bring his bell which he had 
told him to make for him. So the black-smith gave me 
the bell; after that, I returned to the old man with the 
bell and when he saw me with the bell, he and his wife 
were surprised and also shocked at that moment. 

After that he told his wife to give me food, but after 
I had eaten the food, he told me again, that there re
mained another wonderful work to do for him, before 
he would tell me whereabouts my tapster was. When it 
was 6.30 a.m. of the following morning, he (god) woke 
me up, and gave me a wide and strong net which was 
the same in colour as the ground of that town. He told 
me to go and bring "Death" from his house with the 
net. When I left his house or the town about a mile, 
there I saw a junction of roads and I was doubtful when 
I reached the junction, I did not know which was Death's 
road among these roads, and when I thought within 
myself that as it was the market day, and all the market 
goers would soon be returning from the market-I lied 
down on the middle of the roads, I put my head to one 
of the roads, my left hand to one, right hand to another 
one, and my both feet to the rest, after that I pretended 
as I had slept there. But when all the market goers were 
returning from the market, they saw me lied down there 
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and shouted thus :-' 'Who was the mother of this fine 
boy, he slept on the roads and put his head towards 
Death 's road. "  

Then I began to travel on Death's road, and I spent 
about eight hours to reach there, but to niy surprise I 
did not meet anybody on this road until I reached there 
and I was afraid because of that. When I reached his 
(Death's) house, he was not at home by that time, he 
was in his yam garden which was very close to his house, 
and I met a small rolling drum in his verandah, then I 
beat it to Death as a sign of salutation. But when he 
(Death) heard the sound of the drum, he said thus :
"Is that man still alive or dead?" Then I replied "I am 
still alive and I am not a dead man." 

But at the same time that he heard so from me, he 
was greatly annoyed and he commanded the drum with 
a kind of voice that the strings of the drum should tight 
me there ; as a matter of fact, the strings of the drum 
tighted me so that I was hardly breathing. 

When I felt that these strings did not allow me to 
breathe and again every part of my body was bleeding 
too much, then I myself commanded the ropes of the 
yams in his garden to tight him there, and the yams in 
his garden to tight him there, and the yam stakes should 
begin to beat him also. After I had said so and at the 
same time, all the ropes of the yams in his garden tighted 
him hardly, and all the yam stakes were beating him 
repeatedly, so when he (Death) saw that these stakes 
were beating him repeatedly, then he commanded the 
strings of the drum which tighted me to release me, 
and I was released at the same time. But when I saw 
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that I was released, then I myself commanded the ropes 
of the yams to release him and the yam stakes to stop 
beating him, and he was released at once. After he was 
released by the ropes of yams and yam stakes, he came 
to his house and met me at his verandah, then we shook 
hands together, and he told me to enter the house, he 
put me to one of his rooms, and after a while , he brought 
food to me and we ate it together, after that we started 
conversations which went thus :-He (Death) asked me 
from where did I come ? I replied that I came from a 
certain town which \vas not so far from his place . Then 
he asked what did I come to do ? I told him that I had 
been hearing about him in my town and all over the 
world and I thought within myself that one day I should 
come and visit or to know him personally. After that he 
replied that his work was only to kill the people of the 
world, after that he got up and told me to follow him 
and I did so. 

He took me around his house and his yam garden too, 
he showed me the skeleton bones of human-beings which 
he had killed since a century ago and showed me many 
other things also, but there I saw that he was using 
skeleton bones of human-beings as fuel woods and skull 
heads of human-beings as his basins, plates and tumblers 
etc. 

Nobody was living near or with him there, he was 
living lonely, even bush animals and birds were very 
far away from his house. So when I wanted to sleep at 
night, he gave me a wide black cover cloth and then gave 
me a separate room to sleep inside, but when I entered 
the room, I met a bed which was made with bones of 
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human-beings; but as this bed was terrible to look at or to 

sleep on it, I slept under it instead, because I knew his 
trick already. Even as this bed was very terrible, I was 
unable to sleep under as I lied down there because of 
fear of the bones of human-beings, but I lied down there 
awoke. To my surprise was that when it was about two 
o'clock in the mid-night, there I saw somebody enter 
into the room cautiously" with a heavy club in his hands, 
he came nearer to the bed on which he had told me to 
sleep, then he clubbed the bed with all his power, he 
clubbed the centre of the bed thrice and he returned 
cautiously, he thought that I slept on that bed and he 
thought also that he had killed me. 

But when it was 6 o'clock early in the morning, I first 
woke up and went to the room in which he slept, I woke 
him up, so when he heard my voice, he was frightened, 
even he could not salute me at all when he got up from 
his bed, because he thought that he had killed me last 
night. 

But the second day that I slept there, he did not attempt 
to do anything again, but I woke up by two o'clock of 
that night, and went to the road which I should follow 
to the town and I travelled about a quarter of a mile to 

his house, then I stopped and dug a pit of his (Death's) 
size on the centre of that road, after that I spread the net 
which the old man gave me to bring him (Death) with 
on that pit, then I returned to his house, but he did not 
wake up as I was playing this trick. 

When it was 6 o'clock in the morning, I went to his 
door and woke him up as usual, then I told him that I 
wanted to return to my town this morning, so that I 
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wanted him to lead me a short distance; then he got up 
from his bed and he began to lead me as I told him, but 
when he led me to the place that I had dug, I told him 
to sit down, so I myself sat down on the road side, but as 
he sat down on the net, he fell into the pit, and without 
any ado I rolled up the net with him and put him on my 
head and I kept going to the old man's house who told 
me to go and bring him Death., 

As I was carrying him along the road, he was trying 
all his efforts to escape or to kill me, but I did not give 
him a chance to do that. When I had travelled about 
eight hours, then I reached the town and went straight 
to the old man's house who told me to go and bring Death 
from his house. When I reached the old man's house, he 
was inside his room, then I called him and told him 
that I had brought Death that he told me to go and bring. 
But immediately he heard from me that I had brought 
Death and when he saw him on my head, he was greatly 
terrified and raised alarm that he thought nobody could 
go and bring Death from his house, then he told me to 
carry him (Death) back to his house at once, and he (old 
man) hastily went back to his room and started to close 
all his doors and windows, but before he could close two 
or three of his windows, I threw down Death before his 
door and at the same time that I threw him down, the 
net cut into pieces and Death found his way out. 

Then the old man and his wife escaped through the 
windows and also the whole people in that town ran 
away for their lives and left their properties there. 
(The old man had thought that Death would kill me if 
I went to his house, because nobody could reach Death's 
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house and return, but I had known the old man's trick 
already.) 

So that since the day that I had brought Death out 
from his house, he has no permanent place to dwell or 
stay, and we are hearing his name about in the world. 
This was ho'v I brought out Death to the old man who 
told me to go and bring him before he (old man) would 
tell me whereabouts my palm-wine tapster was that I 
was looking for before I reached that town and went to 
the old man. 

But the old man who had promised me that if I could 
go to Death's house and bring him, he would tell me 
whereabouts my palm-wine tapster was, could not wait 
and fulfil his promise because he himself and his wife 
were narrowly escaped from that town. 

Then I left the to\vn without knowing where my 
tapster was, and I started another fresh journey. 

When it was the fifth month since I had left that town, 
then I reached another town which was not so big, 
although there was a large and famous market. At the 
same time that I entered the town , I went to the house 
of the head of the town who received me with kindness 
into his house; after a little while he told one of his 
wives to give me food and after I had eaten the food, he 
told his wife to give me palm-wine too; I drank the palm
wine to excess as when I was in my town or as when my 
tapster was alive. But when I tasted the palm-wine given 
to me there, I said that I got what I wanted here. After 
I had eaten the food and drunk the palm-wine to my 
satisfaction, the head of the town who received me as his 
guest asked for my name, I told him that my name was 
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called "Father of gods who could do anything in this 
world." As he heard this from me, he was soon faint 
with fear. After that he asked me what I came to him for. 
I replied that I was looking for my palm-wine tapster 
who had died in my town some time ago. Then he told 
me that he knew where the tapster was. 

After that he told me that if I could help him to find 
out his daughter who was captured by a curious creature 
from the market which was in that town, and bring her to 
him, then he would tell me whereabouts my tapster was. 

He said furthermore that as I called myself "Father 
of gods who could do anything in this world," this would 
be very easy for me to do; he said so. 

I did not know that his daughter was taken away by a 
curious creature from the market. 

I was about to refuse to go and find out his daughter 
who was taken away from the market by a curious 
creature, but when I remembered my name I was 
ashamed to refuse. So I agreed to find out his daughter. 
There was a big market in this town from where the 
daughter was captured, and the market-day was fixed 
for every 5th day and the whole people of that town and 
from all the villages around the town and also spirits 
and curious creatures from various bushes and forests 
were coming to this market every 5th day to sell or buy 
articles. By 4 o'clock in the evening, the market would 
close for that day and then everybody would be returning 
to his or her destination or to where he or she came from. 
But the daughter of the head of that town was a petty 
trader and she was due to be married before she was taken 
away from the market. Before that time, her father was 
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telling her to marry a man but she did not listen to her 
father; when her father saw that she did not care to 
marry anybody, he gave her to a man for himself, but 
this lady refused totally to marry that man who was 
introduced to her by her father. So that her father left 
her to herself. 

This lady was very beautiful as an angel but no man 
could convince her for marriage. So, one day she went 
to the market on a market-day as she was doing before, 
or to sell her articles as usual; on that market-day, she 
saw a curious creature in the market, but she did not 
know where the man came from and never knew him 
before. 

THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
CURIOUS CREATURE:-

He was a beautiful "complete" gentleman, he dressed 
with the finest and most costly clothes, all the parts of 
his body were completed, he was a tall man but stout. 
As this gentleman came to the market on that day, if he 
had been an article or animal for sale, he would be sold at 
least for £2000 (two thousand pounds) . As this complete 
gentleman came to the market on that day, and at the 
same time that this lady saw him in the market, she did 
nothing more than to ask him where he was living, 
but this fine gentleman did not answer her or approach 
her at all. But when she noticed that the fine or complete 
gentleman did not listen to her, she left her articles and 
began to watch the movements of the complete gentle
man about in the market and left her articles unsold. 
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By and by the market closed for that day then the 
whole people in the market were returning to their 
destinations etc. , and the complete gentleman was 
returning to his own too, but as this lady was following 
him about in the market all the while, she saw him when 
he was returning to his destination as others did, then 
she was following him (complete gentleman) to an un

known place. But as she was following the complete 
gentleman along the road, he was telling her to go back 
or not to follow him, but the lady did not listen to what 
he was telling her, and when the complete gentleman 
had tired of telling her not to follow him or to go back 
to her town, he left her to follow him. 

"DO NOT FOLLOW UNKNOWN 
MAN'S BEAUTY "  

But when they had travelled about twelve miles away 
from that market, they left the road on which they were 
travelling and started to travel inside an endless forest in 
which only all the terrible creatures were living. 

"R.ETUR.N THE PARTS OF BODY TO THE 
OWNERS; OR HIRED PARTS OF THE 

COMPLETE GENTLEMAN' S BODY TO BE 
R.ETUR.NED' '  

As they were travelling along in this endless forest 
then the complete gentleman in the market that the 
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lady was following, began to return the hired parts of 
his body to the owners and he was paying them the 
rentage money. When he reached where he hired the 
left foot, he pulled it out, he gave it to the owner and 
paid him, and they kept going; when they reached the 
place where he hired the right foot, he pulled it out and 
gave it to the owner and paid for the rentage. Now 
both feet had returned to the owners, so he began to 
crawl along on the ground, by that time, that lady wanted 
to go back to her town or her father, but the terrible 
and curious creature or the complete gentleman did not 
allow her to return or go back to her town or her father 
again and the complete gentleman said thus:- "I had 
told you not to follow me before we branched into this 
endless forest which belongs to only terrible and curious 
creatures, but when I became a half-bodied incomplete 
gentleman you wanted to go back, now that cannot be 
done, you have failed. Even you have never seen any
thing yet, just follow me." 

When they went furthermore, then they reached 
where he hired the belly, ribs, chest etc . ,  then he pulled 
them out and gave them to the owner and paid for the 
rentage. 

Now to this gentleman or terrible creature remained 
only the head and both arms with neck, by that time he 
could not crawl as before but only went jumping on as 
a bull-frog and now this lady was soon faint for this fear
ful creature whom she was following. But when the 
lady saw every part of this complete gentleman in the 
market was spared or hired and he was returning them 
to the owners, then she began to try all her efforts to 
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return to her father 's town, but she was not allowed 
by this fearful creature at all. 

When they reached where he hired both arms, he 
pulled them out and gave them to the owner, he paid 
for them; and they were still going on in this endless 
forest, they reached the place where he hired the neck, 
he pulled it out and gave it to the owner and paid for it 
as well. 

"A FULL-B O DIE D GENTLEMAN 
RE DUCE D T O. HEA D" 

Now this complete gentleman was reduced to head 
and when they reached where he hired the skin and 
flesh which covered the head, he returned them, and 
paid to the owner, now the complete gentleman in the 
market reduced to a "SKULL" and this lady remained 
with only "Skull" .  When the lady saw that she remained 
with only Skull, she began to say that her father had 
been telling her to marry a man, but she did not listen 
to or believe him. 

When the lady saw that the gentleman became a 
Skull, she began to faint, but the Skull told her if she 
would die she would die and she would follow him to his 
house. But by the time that he was saying so, he was 
humming with a terrible voice and also grew very wild 
and even if there was a person two miles away he would 
not have to listen before hearing him, so this lady began 

to run away in that forest for her life, but the Skull 
chased her and within a few yards, he caught her, 
because he was very clever and smart as he was only 
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Skull and he could jump a mile to the second before 
coming down. He caught the lady in this way: so when 
the lady was running away for her life, he hastily ran 
to her front and stopped her as a log of wood. 

By and by, this lady followed the Skull to his house, 
and the house was a hole which was under the ground. 
When they reached there both of them entered the hole. 
But there were only Skulls living in that hole. At the 
same time that they entered the hole, he tied a single 
Cowrie on the ne.ck of this lady with a kind of rope, after 
that, he gave her a large frog on which she sat as a stool, 
then he gave a whistle to a Skull of his kind to keep watch 
on this lady whenever she wanted to run away. Because 
the Skull knew already that the lady would attempt to 
run away from the hole . Then he went to the back-yard 
to where his family were staying in the day time till 
night. 

But one day, the lady attempted to escape from the 
hole, and at the same time that the Skull who was 
watching her whistled to the rest of the Skulls that were 
in the back-yard, the whole of them rushed out to the 
place where the lady sat on the bull-frog, so they caught 
her, but as all of them were rushing out, they were 
rolling on the ground as if a thousand petrol drums were 
pushing along a hard road. After she was caught, then 
they brought her back to sit on the same frog as usual. 
If the Skull who was watching her fell asleep, and if the 
lady wanted to escape, the cowrie that was tied on her 
neck would raise up the alarm with a terrible noise, so 
that th-e Skull who was watching her would wake up at 
once and then the rest of the Skull's family would rush 
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out from the back in thousands to the lady and ask her 
what she wanted to do with a curious and terrible voice. 

But the lady could not talk at all, because as the cowrie 
had been tied on her neck, she became dumb at the same 
moment. 

THE FATHER OF G O DS S H OUL D FIN D  
OUT WHEREABOUTS THE DAU GHTER OF 

THE HEA D OF THE TOWN WAS 

Now as the father of the lady first asked for my name 
and I told him that my name was "Father of gods who 
could do anything in this world, " then he told me that 
if I could find out where his daughter was and bring 
her to him, then he would tell me where my palm
wine tapster was. But when he said so, I was jumping 
up with gladness that he should promise me that he 
would tell me where my tapster was. I agreed to what he 
said; the father and parent of this lady never knew 
whereabouts their daughter was, but they had informa
tion that the lady followed a complete gentleman in the 
market. As I was the "Father of gods who could do any
thing in this world," when it was at night I sacrificed 
to my juju with a goat. 

And when it was early in the morning, I sent for 
forty kegs of palm-wine, after I had drunk it all, I 
started to investigate whereabouts was the lady. As it 
was the market-day, I started the investigation from the 
market. But as I was a juju-man, I knew all the kinds of 
people in that market. When it was exactly 9 o'clock a.m. , 
the very complete gentleman whom the lady followed 
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came to the market again, and at the same time that I 
saw him, I knew that he was a curious and terrible 
creature. 

"THE LADY WAS N OT T O  BE BLAMED FOR 
FOLLOWIN G  THE SKULL AS A COMPLETE 

GENTLEMAN'' 

I could not blame the lady for following the Skull as a 
complete gentleman to his house at all. Because if I were a 
lady, no doubt I would follow him to wherever he would 
go, and still as I was a man I would jealous him more than 
that, because if this gentleman went to the battle field, 
surely, enemy would not kill him or capture him and if 
bombers saw him in a town which was to be bombed, 
they would not throw bombs on his presence, and if 
they did throw it, the bomb itself would not explode 
until this gentleman would leave that town, because of 
his beauty. At the same time that I saw this gentleman 
in the market on that day, what I was doing was only 
to follow him about in the market. After I looked at 
him for so many hours, then I ran to a corner of the 
market and I cried for a few minutes because I thought 
within myself why was I not created with beauty as 
this gentleman, but when I remembered that he was 
only a Skull, then I thanked God that He had created 
me without beauty, so I went back to him in the market, 
but I was still attracted by his beauty. So when the market 
closed for that day, and when everybody was returning to 
his or her destination, this gentleman was returning to his 
own too and I followed him to know where he was living. 
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"INVESTIGATION TO THE SKULL'S 
FAMILY'S H OUSE" 

When I travelled with him a distance of about twelve 
miles away to that market, the gentleman left the really 
road on which we were travelling and branched into an 

endless forest and I was following him, but as I did not 
want him to see that I was following him, then I used 
one of my juju which changed me into a lizard and 
followed him. But after I had travelled with him a dis
tance of about twenty-five miles away in this endless 
forest, he began to pull out all the parts of his body and 
return them to the owners, and paid them. 

After I had travelled with him for another fifty miles 
in this forest, then he reached his house and entered it, 
but I entered it also with him, as I was a lizard. The first 
thing that he did when he entered the hole (house) he 
went straight to the place where the lady was, and I saw 
the lady sat on a bull-frog with a single cowrie tied on 
her neck and a Skull who was watching her stood behind 
her. After he (gentleman) had seen that the lady was 
there, he went to the back-yard where all his family 
were working. 

"THE INVESTI GAT O R ' S  WON DERFUL 
WO RK IN THE SKULL' S FAMILY ' S  HOUSE" 

When I saw this lady and when the Skull who brought 
her to that hole or whom I followed from the market to 
that hole went to the back-yard, then I changed myself 
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to a man as before, then I talked to the lady but she 
could not answer me at all, she only showed that she was 
in a serious condition. The Skull who was guarding her 
with a whistle fell asleep at that time. 

To my surprise, when I helped the lady to stand up 
from the frog on which she sat, the cowrie that was tied 
on her neck made a curious noise at once, and when the 
Skull who was watching her heard the noise, he woke 
up and blew the whistle to the rest, then the whole of 
them rushed to the place and surrounded the lady and 
me, but at the same time that they saw me there, one 
of them ran to a pit which was not so far from that spot, 
the pit was filled with cowries. He picked one cowrie out 
of the pit, after that he was running towards me, and 
the whole crowd wanted to tie the cowrie on my neck 
too. But before they could do that, I had changed myself 
into air, they could not trace me out again , but I was 
looking at them. I believed that the COV\Ties in that pit 
were their power and to reduce the power of any human 
being whenever tied on his or her neck and also to 
make a person dumb. 

Over one hour after I had dissolved into air, these 
Skulls went back to the back-yard, but there remained 
the Skull who was watching her. 

After they had returned to the back-yard, I changed 
to a man as usual, then I took the lady from the frog, 
but at the same time that I touched her, the cowrie 
which was tied on her neck began to shout ; even if a 
person was four miles away he would not have to listen 
before hearing, but immediately the Skull who was 
watching her heard the noise and saw me when I took 
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her from that frog, he blew the whistle to the rest of 
them who were in the back-yard. 

Immediately the whole Skull family heard the whistle 
when blew to them, they were rushing out to the place 
and before they could reach there, I had left their hole 
for the forest, but before I could travel about one hundred 
yards in the forest, they had rushed out from their hole 
to inside the forest and I was still running away with 
the lady. As these Skulls were chasing me about in the 
forest, they were rolling on the ground like large stones 
and also humming with terrible noise, but when I saw 
that they had nearly caught me or if I continued to run 
away like that, no doubt, they would catch me sooner, 
then I changed the lady to a kitten and put her inside 
my pocket and changed myself to a very small bird 
which I could describe as a "sparrow" in English lan
guage. 

After that I flew away, but as I was flying in the sky, 
the cowrie which was tied on that lady's neck was still 
making a noise and I tried all my best to stop the noise, 
but all were in vain. When I reached home with the 
lady, I changed her to a lady as she was before and also 
myself changed to man as well. When her father saw 
that I brought his daughter back home, he was exceed
ingly glad and said thus:-"You are the 'Father of gods' 
as you had told me before." 

But as the lady was now at home, the cowrie on her 
neck did not stop making a terrible noise once, and she 
could not talk to anybody; she showed only that she was 
very glad she was at home. Now I had brought the lady 
but she could not talk, eat or loose away the cowrie on 
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her neck, because the terrible noise of the cowrie did not 
allow anybody to rest or sleep at all. 

"THERE REMAIN GREATER TASKS AHEA D "  

Now I began to cut the rope of the cowrie from her 
neck and to make her talk and eat, but all my efforts were 
in vain. At last I tried my best to cut off the rope of the 
cowrie ; it only stopped the noise, but I was unable to 
loose it away from her neck. 

When her father saw all my trouble, he thanked me 
greatly and repeated again that as I called myself "Father 
of gods who could do anything in this world" I ought 
to do the rest of the work. But when he said so, I was 
very ashamed and thought within myself that if I 
return to the Skulls' hole or house, they might kill me 
and the forest was very dangerous travel always, again 
I could not go directly to the Skulls in their hole and 
ask them how to loose away the cowrie which was tied 
on the lady's neck and to make her talk and eat. 

"BACK T O  THE SKULL'S FAMILY ' S  HOUSE" 

On the third day after I had brought the lady to her 
father's house, I returned to the endless forest for 
further investigation. When there remained about one 
mile to reach the hole of these Skulls, there I saw the 
very Skull who the lady had followed from the market 
as a complete gentleman to the hole of Skull's family's 
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house, and at the same time that I saw him like that, I 
changed into a lizard and climbed a tree which was near 
him. 

He stood before two plants, then he cut a single 
opposite leaf .from the opposite plant; he held the leaf 
with his right hand and he was saying thus :-''As this 
lady was taken from me, if this opposite leaf is not given 
her to eat, she will not talk for ever, ' '  after that he threw 
the leaf down on the ground. Then he cut another single 
compound leaf from the compound plant which was in 
the same place with the opposite plant, he held the com
pound leaf with his left hand and said that if this single 
compound is not given to this lady, to eat, the cowrie on 
her neck could not be loosened away for ever and it 
would be making a terrible noise for ever. " 

After he said so, he threw the leaf down at the same 
spot, then he jumped away. So after he had jumped very 
far away, (luckily, I was there when he was doing all 
these things, and I saw the place that he threw both 
leaves separately,) then I changed myself to a man as 
before, I went to the place that he threw both leaves, 
then I picked them up and I 'vent home at once. 

But at the same time that I reached home, I cooked 
both leaves separately and gave her to eat; to my surprise 
the lady began to talk at once . After that, I gave her the 
compound leaf to eat for the second time and immediately 
she ate that too, the COV\Tie which was tied on her neck 
by the Skull, loosened away by itself, but it disappeared 
at the same time. So \vhen the father and mother saw 
the ·wonderful work which I had done for them, they 
brought fifty kegs of palm-wine for me, they gave me 
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the lady as wife and two rooms in that house in which 
to live with them. So, I saved the lady from the com
plete gentleman in the market who afterwards reduced 
to a "Skull" and the lady became my wife since that 
day. This was how I got a wife. 

Now as I took the lady as my wife and after I had 
spent the period of six months with the parents of my 
wife, then I remembered my palm-wine tapster who 
had died in my town long ago, then I asked the father 
of my wife to fulfil his promise or to tell me where my 
tapster was, but he told me to wait for some time. Because 
he knew that if he told me the place by that time, I 
would leave his town and take his daughter away from 
him and he did not like to part with his daughter. 

I spent three years with him in that town, but 
during that time, 1 was tapping palm-·wine for myself, 
of course I could not tap it to the quantity that I re
quired to drink; my wife was also helping me to carry 
it from the farm to the town. When I completed three 
and a half years in that town,. I noticed that the left 
hand thumb of my wife was swelling out as if it was a 
buoy, but it did not pain her. One day, she followed me 
to the farm in which I was tapping the palm-wine, and 
to my surprise when the thumb that swelled out touched 
a palm-tree thorn, the thumb bust out suddenly and there 
we saw a male child came out of it and at the same time 
that the child came out from the thumb, he began to 
talk to us as if he was ten years of age. 

Within the hour that he came down from the thumb 
he grew up to the height of about three feet and some 
inches and his voice by that time was as plain as if some-
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body strikes an anvil with a steel hammer. Then the 
first thing that he did, he asked his mother :-' 'Do you 
know my name?'' His mother said no, then he turned 
his face to me and asked me the same question and I 
said no ; so, he said that his name was "ZURRJIR" 
which means a son who would change himself into 
another thing very soon. But when he told us his name, 
I was greatly terrified, because of his terrible name, 
and all the while that he was talking to us, he was 
drinking the palm-wine which I had tapped already; 
before five minutes he had drunk up to three kegs out 
of four kegs. As I was thinking in my mind how we 
could leave the child in the farm and run to the town, 
because everybody had seen that the left hand thumb 
of my wife had only swelled out, but she did not con
ceive in the right part of her body as other women do. 
But immediately that I was thinking so, this child took 
the last keg of palm-wine which he drank through the 
left of his head and he was going to the town directly, 
but nobody showed him the road that led to the town. 
We stood in one place looking at him as he was going, 
then after a little time, we follo,ved him, but we did 
not see him on the road before we reached the town. 
To our surprise the child entered the right house that 
we were living in. When he entered the house, he 
saluted everybody that he met at home as if he had known 
them before, at the same time, he asked for food and 
they gave him the food, he ate it ; after, he entered 
the kitchen and ate all the food that he ·met there as 
well . 

But when a man saw him eating the rest of the food 
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in the kitchen which had been prepared for night, he 
told him to leave the kitchen; he did not leave but started 
to fight the man instead of that; this wonderful child 
flogged the man so that he could not see 'vell before he 
left the kitchen and ran away, but the child was still in 
the kitchen. 

When all the people in the house saw what the child 
had done to that man, then all of them started to fight 
him. As he was fighting with them he was smashing 
everything on the ground to pieces, even he smashed 
all the domestic animals to death, still all the people 
could not conquer him. After a little we came from the 
farm to the house, but at the same time that he saw us, 
he left all the people with whom he was fighting and 
met us, so when we entered the house, he showed us to 
everybody in the house saying that these were his 
father and mother. But as he had eaten all the food which 
had been prepared against the night, then we began to 
cook other food, but when it 'vas the time to put the 
food down from the fire, he put it down for himself and 
at the same time, he began to eat that again as it was 
very hot, before we could stop him, he had eaten all the 
food and we tried all our best to take it from him, but 
we could not do it at all . 

This was a wonderful child, because if a hundred 
men were to fight with him, he "·ould flog them until 
they would run away. When he sat on a chair, "·e could 
not push him away. He was as strong as iron, if he stood 
on a place nobody could push him off. Now he became 
our ruler in the house, because sometimes he would say 
that '"e should not eat till night and sometimes he "·ould 
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drive us away from the house at mid-night and some
times he would tell us to lie down before him for more 
than two hours. 

As this child was stronger than everybody in that 
town, he went around the town and he began to burn 
the houses of the heads of that town to ashes, but when 
the people in the town saw his havocs and bad character, 
they called me (his father) to discuss how we could exile 
him away from the town, then I told the people that I 
knew how I would exile him away from the town. So 
one night, when it was one o'clock in the mid-night, 
when I noticed that he slept inside the room I put oil 
around the house and roof, but as it was thatched with 
leaves and also it was in the dry season, I lighted the 
house with fire and closed the rest of the windows and 
doors which he did not close before he slept. Before he 
woke up, there was a great fire around the house and 
roof, smoke did not allow him to help himself, so he 
burnt together with the house to ashes. 

When we saw that the child had burnt into ashes all 
the town's people were very glad and the town was in 
peace. When I saw that I had seen the end of the child, 
then I pressed my wife's father to tell me where my 
palm-wine tapster was and he told me. 

"ON THE WAY TO AN UNKNOWN PLACE" 

The same day that the father of my wife told me the 
place that my tapster was, I told my wife to pack all our 
belongings and she did so, then we woke up early in the 
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morning and started to travel to an unknown place, 
but when we had travelled about two miles away to 
that town which we left, my wife said that she forgot 
her gold trinket inside the house which I had burnt into 
ashes, she said that she had forgotten to take it away 
before the house was burnt into ashes. She said that she 
would go back and take it, but I told her that it would 
burn into ashes together with the house. She said that 
it was a metal and it could not burn into ashes and she 
said that she was going back to take it, and I begged her 
not to go back, but she refused totally, so when I saw 
her going back to take it, then I followed her. When we 
reached there, she picked a stick and began to scratch 
the ashes with it, and there I saw that the middle of the 
ashes rose up suddenly and at the same time there 
appeared a half-bodied baby, he was talking with a lower 
voice like a telephone. 

At the same time that we saw the ashes rise up and 
change into half-bodied baby, and he was also talking 
with a lower voice, then we started to go. Then he was 
telling my wife to take him along with is, to wait and 
take him, but as we did not stop and take him with us, 
he then commanded that our eyes should be blinded and 
we became blinded at the same moment as he said it ; 
still we did not come back and take him, but we were 
going on, when he saw that we did not come back and 
take him, he commanded again that we should stop 
breathing, truly speaking we could not breathe. When 
we could not breathe in or out, we came back and took 
him along with us. As we were going on the road, he 
told my wife to carry him by head, and as he was on my 
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wife's head, he was whistling as if he was forty persons. 
When we reached a village we stopped and bought food 
from a food-seller to eat as we were very hungry before 
reaching there, but when we 'vere about to eat the food, 
the half-bodied baby did not allow us to eat it, instead 
of that he took the food and swallowed it as a man 
s'vallows a pill, so 'vhen the food-seller saw him do so, 
she ran away and left her food there, but 'vhen our half
bodied baby saw that the food-seller had left her food, 
he crept to the food and swallowed it as well. 

So this half-bodied baby did not allow us to eat the 
food, and 've did not taste it at all . When the people of 
that village saw the half-bodied baby with us, they drove 
us away from the village . Then we started our journey 
again and when we had travelled about seven miles 
away from that village, there we reached another town; 
we stopped there also, and we bought other food there, 
but this half-bodied baby did not allow us to eat that 
again. But by that time we \Vere annoyed and we wanted 
to eat it by force, but he commanded as before and at the 
same time 've became as he commanded, then we left 
him to swallow it. 

'Vhen the people of that town saw him there with 
us again, they drove us away with juju and they said 
that we 'vere carrying a spirit about and they said that 
they did not '"ant a spirit in their toV\·n . So if we entered 
any town or village to eat or sleep, they would drive us 
a'vay at once and our ne,vs had been carried to all 
towns and villages .  No'v we could not travel the roads 
unless from bush to bush, because everybody had heard 
the information that a man and a 'von1an were carrying 
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a half-bodied baby or spirit about and they were looking 
for a place to put him and run away. 

So by this time we were very hungry and then when 
we were travelling inside the bush, we tried all our efforts 
to put him down somewhere and run away, but he did 
not allow us to do that. After we had failed to put him 
down, we thought that he would sleep at night, but he 
did not sleep at night at all, and the worst part of it, 
he did not let my wife put him down once since she had 
put him on her head; we were longing to sleep heavily, 
but he did not allow us to do anything except carry him 
along. All the time that he was on my wife's head, his 
belly swelled out like a very large tube, because he had 
eaten too much food and yet he did not satisfy at any 
time for he could eat the whole food in this world with
out satisfaction. As we were travelling about in the bush 
on that night, my wife was feeling overloading of this 
baby and if we put him on a scale by that time, he would 
weigh at least 28 lbs; when I saw that my wife had tired 
of carrying him and she could not carry him any longer, 
then I took over to carry him along, but before I could 
carry him to a distance of about one quarter of a mile . 
I was unable to move again and I was sweating as if I 
bath in water for overloading, yet this half-bodied baby 
did not allow us to put him down and rest. 

Ah! how could we escape from this half-bodied baby? 
But God is so good and as we \Yere carrying him to and 
fro in the bush on that night, we heard as if they were 
playing music somewhere in that bush and he told us 
to carry him to the place that we were hearing the 
music. Before an hour had passed we reached there . 
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THREE G O O D  CREATURES T O OK O VER 
OUR TROUB LE-THEY WERE:-DRUM, 

SON G AND DANCE 

When we carried him to the place, there we saw the 
creatures that we called " Drum, Song and Dance" 
personally and these three creatures were living creatures 
as ours. At the same time that we reached there the 
half-bodied baby came down from my head, then we 
thanked God. But as he came down from my head he 
joined the three creatures at once. When "Drum" 
started to beat himself it was just as if he was beaten 
by fifty men, when "Song" started to sing, it was just 
as if a hundred people were singing together and when 
"Dance" started to dance the half-bodied baby started 
too, my wife, myself and spirits etc. , were dancing with 
" Dance" and nobody who heard or saw these three 
fellows would not follow them to wherever they were 
going. Then the whole of us were following the three 
fellows and dancing along with them. So we followed 
the three fellows and were dancing for a good five days 
without eating or stopping once, before we reached a 
place which was built in the form of a premises by these 
creatures with mud. 

There were two soldiers stood at the front of the 
premises, but when we reached there with these three 
fellows, my wife and myself etc. , stopped at the entrance 
of the premises, only the three fellows and our half
bodied baby entered the premises, after that, we, saw 
them no more. N .B. We did not want to follow them 
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up to that place, but we could not control ourselves as 
we were dancing along with them. 

So nobody in this world could beat drum as Drum 
himse]f could beat, nobody could dance as Dance himself 
could dance and nobody could sing as Song himself could 
sing. We left these three wonderful creatures by two 
o'clock in the mid-night. Then after we had left these 
creatures and our half-bodied baby, we started a fresh 
journey, but we travelled for two days before we reached 
a town and stopped there and rested for two days. But 
we were penniless before reaching there, then I thought 
within myself how could we get money for our food etc. 
After a while I remembered my name which was 
"Father of gods who could do anything in this world" . 
As there was a large river which crossed the main road 
to that town, then I told my wife to follow me to the 
river; when reaching there, I cut a tree and carved it 
into a paddle, then I gave it to my wife and I told her 
to enter the river with me; when we entered the river, 
I commanded one juju which was given me by a kind 
spirit who was a friend of mine and at once the juj u  
changed me to a big canoe. Then my wife went inside 
the canoe with the paddle and paddling it, she used the 
canoe as "ferry" to carry passengers across the river, 
the fare for adults was 3d (three pence) and half fare 
for children. In the evening time, then I changed to a 
man as before and when we checked the money that 
my wife had collected for that day, it was £7 : 5 :  3d. 
After that we went back to the town, we bought all our 
needs. 

Next morning we went there by 4 o'clock as well 
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before the people of that town V\'oke up, so that they 
might not know the secret and when we reached there, 
I did as I did yesterday and my wife continued her work 
as usual, on that day we came back to home by 7 o'clock 
in the evening. So 've stayed in that town for one month 
and doing the same work throughout that month, when 
we checked the money that we collected for that month, 
it was £56 : 1 1 :  9d. 

Then we left that town 'vith gladness, we started our 
journey again, but after we had travelled about eighty 
miles away to that town, then we began to meet gangs 
of the "highway-men" on the road, and they were 
troubling us too much. But when I thought over that 
the danger of the road might result to the loss of our 
money or both money and our lives, then we entered 
into bush, but to travel in this bush was very dangerous 
too, because of the wild anin1als, and the boa constrictors 
'vere uncountable as sand. 

" TO TRAVEL BY AIR" 

Then I told my wife to jump on my back with our 
loads, at the same time, I commanded my juju which 
was given me by "Water Spirit woman" in the "Bush 
of the Ghosts" (the full story of the "Spirit woman" 
appeared in the story book of the Wild Hunter in the 
Bush of the Ghosts) .  So I became a big bird like an 
aeroplane and flew away with my wife, I flew for 5 
hours before I came down, after I had left the dangerous 
area, although it was 4 o'clock before I came down, then 
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we began to trek the remaining journey by land or foot. 
By 8 o'clock p.m. of that day, then we reached the town 
in which the father of my wife told me that my palm
wine tapster was. 

When reaching there, I asked from that town's people 
about my tapster who had died long ago in my town. But 
they told me that my tapster had left there over two 
years. Then I begged them if they could to tell me the 
town that he was at at present, and I was told that he 
was now at ' '  Deads' town'' and they told me that he was 
living with deads at the " Deads' town", they told me 
that the town was very far away and only deads were 
living there. 

Now we could not return where we were coming 
from (my wife's father's town) we must go to the Deads' 
town. Then we left that town after the 3rd day that we 
arrived there ; from that town to the Deads' town there 
was no road or path which to travel, because nobody was 
going there from that town at all. 

"NO ROA D " -" OU GHT TO TRAVEL FROM 
BUSH T O  BUSH TO THE DEA DS' TOWN " 

The very day that we left that town, we travelled 
up to forty miles inside the bush, and when it was 
6.30 p.m. in the evening, we reached a very thick bush; 
this bush was very thick so that a snake could not pass 
through it without hurt. 

So we stopped there, because we could not see well 
again, it was dark. We slept in that bush , but when it 
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was about two o'clock in the night, there we saw a 

creature, either he was a spirit or other harmful creature, 
'\Ve could not say, he was coming towards us, he was white 
as if painted with white paint, he was white from foot 
to the topmost of his body, but he had no head or feet 
and hands like human-beings and he got one large eye 
on his topmost. He was long about l of a mile and his 
diameter was about six feet, he resembled a white pillar. 
At the same time that I saw him coming towards us, 
I thought what I could do to stop him, then I remembered 
a charm which was given me by my father before he died. 

The use of the charm was this :-If I meet a spirit or 
other harmful creature at night and if I used it, it would 
turn me into a great fire and smoke, so that the harmful 
creatures would be unable to reach the fire. Then I used 
the charm and it burnt the white creature, but before 
he could burn into ashes there we saw about ninety of 
the same kind as this long white creature, all of them 
were coming to us (fire) and when they reached the fire 
(us) the whole of them surrounded it and bent or curved 
towards the fire ; after that the whole of them were 
crying :-"cold ! cold ! cold" etc. , but as they surrounded 
the fire, they did not want to leave there, although they 
could not do anything to that fire (us) . They were only 
warming themselves from the fire and they were 
exceedingly satisfied with the fire and to stay with it 
as long as it could remain there for them. Of course I 
thought that as we had turned into the fire, we would be 
safe, but not at all . When I thought over that how we 
'\Yould leave these white creatures, I remembered that 
if we began to move, perhaps these white creatures 
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·would go away, because since 1 o'clock a .m. ,  of that 
night till 1 0  o'clock a .m. they were still warming them
selves from the fire and did not attempt to go where 
they came from or to go and eat.  Of course I could not 
say definitely whether they were eating creatures or not. 

But do not think that as we had turned into the fire 
we should not feel hungry, for we were feeling hungry 
too much though we were fire, and if we turned to 
persons at once, these white creatures would get a chance 
to kill us or harm us. 

Then we began to move, but as we were moving on, 
these white creatures were also moving with the fire 
until we left the thick bush, but when we had left there 
and when we reached a big field, then they went back 
to their thick bush. But although we did not kno\v it 
these long white creatures were bound not to trespass 
on another's bush, and they did not enter into that field 
at all although they were satisfied with the fire, and the 
creatures of that field must not enter into their bush 
either. That was how we got away from the long white 
creatures. 

As we had freed from the white creatures then we 
started our journey in that field. This field had no trees 
or palm-trees, only long wild grasses grew there, all 
resembled corn-plants, the edges of its leaves were as 
sharp as razor blades and hairy. Then we travelled 
in that field till 5 o'clock in the evening, after that, 
we began to look for a suitable place to sleep till morn-
. 
1ng. 

But as we were looking for such place, there we saw 
a TERMITES' HOUSE which resembled an umbrella 
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and it was 3 feet high and cream in colour. Then we 
put our loads under it ; after that we rested there for a 
few minutes, then we thought of making fire there with 
which to cook our food as we were hungry. But as dried 
sticks were not near that place then ·we stood up and 
went further to gather the sticks for the fire, but as we 
went further there we met an image which knelt down. 
It was a female in form and it was also cream in colour. 
After we had collected the sticks, we came back to the 
termites' house, then we made the fire, cooked our food 
and ate it ; when it was about 8 o'clock in the night, we 
slept at the foot of the termites' house, but we could not 
fall asleep, because of fear, and when it was about 
1 1  o'clock of that night we began to hear as if we were 
in the middle of a market, then we listened to it very 
well and before we rose up our heads, we were in the 
centre of a market. Not knowing that it was the owner 
of the market, that we put our loads on, making fire 
and also slept under him, but we thought that it was 
only a termites' house, but no. 

Then we started to pack our loads at once to leave the 
place, perhaps we might be safe, but as we were packing 
our loads, that field's creatures had surrounded us and 
caught us like a policeman, so we followed them, and 
also the termites' house (the owner of the market) under 
who we slept followed us too, as he was following us, 
he was jumping, because he had no foot, but a very 
small head like a one-month-old baby's head, and when 
we reached the place where the female image knelt 
down, she stood up and followed us too. 

But after we had travelled about twenty minutes, we 
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reached their king's palace, although he was not in 
when we reached there at that moment. 

The palace was almost covered with refuse, it resembled 
an old ruined house, it was very rough. When these 
field creatures saw that the king was not at home, they 
waited for half an hour before he came, but when we 
(my wife and I) saw him, he himself was refuse, because 
he was almost covered with both dried and undried 
leaves and we could not see his feet and face etc. He 
entered the palace and at once came and sat down on 
the refuse . After that his people presented us to him 
and lodged complaint that we trespassed their town. 
When they had told him that, he asked them what were 
these two dulls, but his people said that they could not 
describe them at all, because they had not seen these 
kind of creatures before . As my wife and I did not talk 
a single word by that time, they thought that we were 
unable to talk, then their king gave one of them a sharp 
stick to stab us, perhaps we might talk or feel pain ; he 
did as their king told him to do. So as he mercilessly 
stabbed us with that stick, we felt pain and talked out, 
but at the same time that the whole of them heard our 
voice, they laughed at us if bombs explode, and we knew 
"Laugh" personally on that night, because as every one 
of them stopped laughing at us, "Laugh" did not stop 
for two hours. As "Laugh" was laughing at us on that 
night, my wife and myself forgot our pains and laughed 
with him, because he was laughing with curious voices 
that we never heard before in our life .  We did not know 
the time that we fell into his laugh, but we were only 
laughing at "Laugh's" laugh and nobody who heard him 
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when laughing would not laugh, so if somebody con
tinue to laugh with "Laugh" himself, he or she would 
die or faint at once for long laughing, because laugh was 
his profession and he was feeding on it. Then they began 
to beg "Laugh" to stop, but he could not. Not knowing 
that these field creatures had never seen human-beings 
before, after a while, their king told them to take us to 
their "gods of war" . But when I heard that from him, 
I was very glad, because I myself was "Father of gods". 
These field creatures pushed us to their "gods of war" 
as their king said, but they did not go near the "god" 
because nobody would and return alive. After they had 
pushed us to him and gone back to the market and as the 
"god" could talk and I myself was "Father of gods" 
also and I had known the secrets of all "gods" ,  so I talked 
to this god with a kind of voice, then he did not harm us, 
instead he led us out of that field. As their king was 
talking, a hot steam was rushing out of his nose and 
mouth as a big boiler and he was breathing at five min
utes interval. That was how we left the field creatures 
and their field. 

THE "WRAITH-ISLAN D "  

Then we started our journey in another bush, of course, 
it \Vas full of Islands and swamps and the creatures of 
the Islands were very kind, because as soon as we reached 
there, they received us V\ith kindness and gave us a 
lovely house in their town to live in. The name of the 
Island was called "Wraith-Island",  it was very high 
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and it was entirely surrounded by water; all the people 
of the Island were very kind and they loved themselves, 
their work was only to plant their food, after that, they 
had no other work more than to play music and dance . 
They were the most beautiful creatures in the world of 
the curious creatures and also the most wonderful dancers 
and musicians, they were playing music and dancing 
throughout the day and night. But as the weather of the 
Island was suitable for us and when we saw that we 
should not leave there at once, we were dancing with 
them and doing as they were doing there . Whenever 
these Island creatures dress, you would be thinking they 
were human-beings and their children were performing 
always the stage plays. As we were living with them I 
became a farmer and planted many kinds of crops . But 
one day, as the crops had ripened enough there, I saw a 
terrible animal coming to the farm and eating the crops, 
but one morning I met him there, so I started to drive 
him away from the farm, of course I could not approach 
him as he was as big as an elephant. His fingernails were 
long to about two feet, his head was bigger than his 
body ten times. He had a large mouth which was full of 
long teeth, these teeth were about one foot long and as 
thick as a cow's horns, his body was almost covered with 
black long hair like a horse's tail hair. He was very dirty. 
There were five horns on his head and curved and levelled 
to the head, his four feet were as big as a log of wood. 
But as I could not go near him, I stoned him at a long 
distance, but before the stone could reach him, he had 
reached where I stood and got ready to fight me. 

Then I thought over that how could I escape from 
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this fearful animal. Not knowing that he was the owner 
of the land on which I planted the crops, by that critical 
time, he was angry that I did not sacrifice to him before 
I planted crops there, but when I understood what he 
wanted from me, then I cut some of the crops and gave 
him, so when he saw what I gave him, then he made a 
sign that I should mount his back and I mounted his 
back, and by that time I did not hear him any more, then 
he took me to his house which was not so far from the 
farm. When we reached there, he bent down and I dis
mounted from his back, after that he entered his house 
and brought out four grains of corn, 4 grains of rice and 
4 seeds of okra and gave them to me, then I went back 
to the farm and planted them all at the same time. But 
to my surprise, these grains and the seeds germinated at 
once, before 5 minutes they became full grown crops 
and before 1 0  minutes again, they had produced fruits 
and ripened at the same moment too, so I plucked them 
and went back to the town (the Wraith-Island) . 

But after the crops had produced the last fruits and 
when dried, I cut them and kept their seeds as a ref
erence as we were travelling about in the bush. 

" NOT T O O  SMALL TO BE CHOSEN" 

There were many wonderful creatures in the olden 
days. One day, the king of the "Wraith-Island" town 
chose all the people, spirits and terrible creatures of the 
Island to help him to clear his corn field which was about 
2 miles squar�. Then one fine morning, we gathered 
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together and went to the corn field, and cleared it away, 
after that, we returned to the king and told him that 
we had cleared his corn field, he thanked us, and gave 
us food and drinks.  

But as a matter of fact none of the creatures is too 
small to choose for a help. We did not know that immedi
ately we left the field, a tiny creature who was not 
chosen with us by the king went to the field and com
manded all the weeds that we had cleared to grow up as 
if they were not cleared.  

He was saying thus :-"THE KING O F  THE 'WRAITH

ISL.AND ' BEGGED ALL THE CREATURES OF THE ' WRAITH:

ISLAND ' AND LEFT HIM OUT, SO THAT, ALL THE CLEARED

WEEDS RISE UP; AND LET US GO AND DANCE TO A BAND AT 

THE 'WRAITH-ISLAND ' ;  IF BAND COULD NOT SOUND , WE 

SHOULD DANCE WITH MELODIOUS MUSIC. " 

But at the same time that the tiny creature conimanded 
the weeds, all rose up as if the field was not cleared for 
two years . Then early in the morning of the second day 
that we had cleared it, the king went to the field to 
visit his corn, but to his surprise, he met the field un
cleared, then he returned to the town and called the 
whole of us and asked that why did we not clear his field ? 
We replied that we had cleared it yesterday, but the 
king said no, we did not clear it . Then the whole of us 
went to the field to witness it, but we saw the field as 
if it was not cleared as the king said. After that we 
gathered together and went to clear it as before, then 
we returned to the king again and told him that we had 
cleared it. But when he went there, he found it un
cleared as before and came back to the town and told 
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us again that we did not clear his field, then the whole 
of us ran to the field and found it uncleared. So we 
gathered together for the third time and went to clear 
it, after we had cleared it, we told one of us to hide him
self inside a bush which was very close to the field, but 
before 30 minutes that he was watching the field, he saw 
a very tiny creature who was just a baby of one day of 
age and he commanded the weeds to rise up as he was 
commanding before . Then that one of us who hid him
self inside the bush and was watching him tried all his 
efforts and caught him, then he brought him to the 
king ; when the king saw the tiny creature, he called 
the whole of us to his palace. 

After that, the king asked him who was commanding 
the cleared-weeds of his field to rise up after the field 
had been cleared : The tiny creature replied that he was 
commanding all the weeds to rise up, because the king 
chose all the creatures of the "Wraith-Island" town but 
left him out, although he was the smallest among all, 
but he had the power to command weeds etc. which had 
been cleared to grow up as if it was not cleared at all. 
But the king said that he had just forgotten to choose 
him with the rest and not because of his small appearance. 

Then the king made excuses to him, after that he went 
away. This was a very wonderful tiny creature. 

After we (my wife and I) had completed a period of 
1 8  months in this "Wraith-Island", then I told them that 
we wished to continue our journey, because we were 
not reaching our destination at all . But as the creatures 
of this Island were very kind, they gave my wife many 
expensive articles as gifts then we packed all our loads 

50 



and when it was early in the morning, the whole people 
of the "Wraith-Island" led us with a big canoe and 
they were singing the song of "good-bye" as they were 
paddling along on the river. When they accompanied 
us to their boundary, they stopped, but when we went 
down from their canoe, then they returned to their town 
with a lovely song and music and bade us good-bye. If 
it was " in their power, they would have led us to our 
destination, but they were forbidden to touch another 
creature's land or bush. 

While we had enjoyed everything in that "Wraith
Island" , to our satisfaction, there were still many great 
tasks ahead. Then we started our journey in another 
bush, but remember that there was no road on which to 
travel in those bushes at all . 

As we entered the bush, when we had travelled for about 
2 miles inside the bush, then we began to notice that 
there were many trees without withered leaves, dried 
sticks and refuse on the ground of this bush as was usual 
in other bushes ; as we were very hungry before reaching 
there, we put down our loads at the foot of a tree. Then 
we looked around the tree for pieces of dried wood with 
which to make a fire, but nothing was found there ; to 
our surprise, there was a sweet smelling in every part 
of the bush, the smelling was just as if they were baking 
cakes, bread and roasting of fowls or meat ; God was so 
good, we began to snuff the sweet smelling and we were 
very satisfied with it and we did not feel hungry again. 
That bush was very "greedy" , so that 'vithin an hour 
from when we sat at the foot of the tree, the ground 
on which we sat began to warm and we could not sit 
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on it any longer, then we took our loads and went 
further. 

As we were going on in this bush, we saw a pond and 
we branched there, then we started to drink the water 
from it, but as the water dried away at our presence and 
also as we were thirsty all the time, and there we saw 
that there was not a single living creature . But when we 
saw that the ground of this bush was very hot for us to 
stand, sit or to sleep on till morning and again the bush 
did not like anybody to remain there any longer than 
necessary, then ·we left there and went further, but as 
we \Vere going on, ·we saw again many palm-trees with
out leaves, but only small birds represented the leaves, 
all these palm-trees were in a row. The first one that 
·we reached was very tall and as we appeared to him, he 
laughed, then the second to him asked what was making 
him laugh; he replied that he saw two living creatures 
in their bush today, but as soon as we got to the second he 
also laughed at us too so loudly that as if a person was 
five miles a\vay \vould hear, then the whole of them were 
laughing at us together and the whole of that bush was 
just as if it \Yas full of a big market's noises as they were 
in the same row. But ·when I rose up my head and looked 
at the top of them I noticed that they had heads, and 
the heads \Vere artificial heads,  but they were talking 
as human-beings , although they ·\ivere talking with 
curious language, and the whole of them were smoking 
very big and. long smoking pipes as they ·were looking 
at us , of course,  \Ve could not say where they got the 
pipes. '\'Ve "·ere so very curious to them as they had never 
seen human-beings before . 
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As we were thinking to sleep there, we were unable 
to sleep or stay for their noise and laughing. After \Ve had 
left the " Greedy-Bush" ,  then we entered into a forest 
at about 1 .30 in the mid-night, then we slept under a 
tree till morning and nothing happened to us throughout 
that night, but we had not eaten anything since the day 
that we had left the "Wraith-Island" , the most beautiful 
Island in the world of the curious creatures . When it was 
dawn we woke up under the tree and made a fire with 
which we cooked our food and ate it there, but before we 
finished with the food, we saw that animals of that forest 
were running to and fro, we saw a lot of birds were 
chasing the anin1als up and down, these birds were 
eating the flesh of the animals ; the birds were about 2 
feet long and their beaks were also one foot and very 
sharp as a sword. 

When these birds started to eat the flesh of those 
animals, within a second there we saw about 50 holes 
on the bodies of those animals and within a second the 
animals fell down and died, but when they began to eat 
the dead bodies it did not last them more than 2 minutes 
before they finished them (bodies) and as soon as they 
had eaten that, they would start to chase others about. 
But when these birds saw us where we sat down they 
were looking at us fiercely and also with astonishment, 
but when I thought that these might set us as they were 
eating the animals, then I gathered dried leaves and 
set fire to them, after that I put on it juju-power 
which was given me by my friend who was the two
headed creature in the "Bush of the Ghosts, 2nd Country 
of the Ghosts" .  The smelling powder drove all these 
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birds away for a few minutes. So we could travel in that 
forest by day as far as we could. But when it was night, 
we sat down under a tree and laid down our loads ; we 
were sitting down and sleeping under trees whenever it 
was night as a shelter. As we sat down under this tree 
and were thinking about that night's danger, there we 
saw a "Spirit of Prey", he was big as hippopotamus, but 
he was walking upright as a human-being; his both legs 
had two feet and tripled his body, his head was just like 
a lion's head and every part of his body was covered with 
hard scales, each of these scales was the same in size as 
a shovel or hoe, and all curved towards his body. If this 
"Spirit of Prey" wanted to catch his prey, he would 
simply be looking at it and stand in one place, he was not 
chasing his prey about, and when he focused the prey 
well, then he would close his large eyes, but before he 
would open his eyes, his prey would be already dead 
and drag itself to him at the place that he stood. When this 
"Spirit of Prey" came nearer to the place where we slept 
on that night, he stood at about 80 yards away from us, 
and looked at us with his eyes which brought out a flood
light like mercury in colour. 

As that light was shining on us, we at once began to 
feel heat as if we had bathed with water, even my wife 
fainted of this heat. But I was praying to God by that 
time not to let this "Spirit of Prey" close his eyes, 
because if he closed them, no more, we had perished 
there. But God is so good he did not remember to close 
his eyes by that time, and I myself was feeling the heat 
of his eyes too much and also I nearly fainted with 
suffocation. Then I saw a buffalo which was passing that 
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way at that time, then this "Spirit of Prey" closed his 
eyes as usual and the buffalo died and dragged itself to 
him, after that he began to eat it. So by that time I got 
a chance to escape from him, but when I remembered 
that my wife had fainted then I looked around the place 
where we sat and saw a tree with many branches, then 
I climbed it with my wife and left our loads at the foot 
of that tree. To my surprise, h e  had eaten off the dead 
body of the buffalo within four minutes and at once he 
pointed the flood-light of his eyes towards the place where 
we sat before we climbed the tree ; he  found nothing 
there but our loads. So when he directed the flood-light 
of his eyes to the loads, the loads dragged themselves 
to him but when he loosened the loads, he found nothing 
edible there . After that, he waited for us till the day was 
nearly breaking and when he saw that he could not get 
us any more, then he \Vent away. 

As I was treating my wife throughout that night, she 
was very well before early in the morning. Then we got 
down from the tree and packed our loads and we started 
our journey at once . Before 5 p.m. we had left that bush 
behind. That was how we were saved from the "Spirit 
of Prey" etc. 

We started our journey in another bush with new 
creatures, this bush was smaller than that one which 
we had passed behind and it was also a various bush, 
because there we met many houses which had been 
ruined for hundreds of years and all the properties of 
those who had left there remained as if they were using 
them every day; there we saw an image which sat down 
on a flat stone, it had two long breasts with deep eyes, it 
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was very ugly and terrible to see. After that we went 
further in this ruined town and saw another image with 
a full basket of colas on its front, then I took out one of 
the colas, but to our surprise, at the same time that I took 
it, we heard. a voice of somebody suddenly, which said :
DoN'T TAKE IT ! LEAVE IT THERE ! but I did not listen 
to the voice that we heard. Immediately I had taken 
the cola, we kept going, and again to our surprise, there 
we saw a man who was walking towards his back or 
backwards, his both eyes were on his knees, his both 
arms were at his both thighs, these both arms were 
longer than his feet and both could reach the topmost 
of any tree ; and he held a long whip too. He was chasing 
us as we were going on hastily with that whip, so by that 
time, we started to run for our life, but he was chasing 
us to and fro in that bush for two hours ; he wanted to 
flog us with that whip. But as we were running away 
from this creature, we entered into a wide road unex
pectedly, as we entered the road, he got back from us at 
once, although we could not say, whether he was bound 
to trek on that road. 

"\Vhen V\-e reached this road, we waited for thirty 
minutes ;  perhaps we might see somebody pass, because 
we did not know to which side of the two to travel, again 
the road might not be there at all. But though we waited 
for 30 minutes there, nobody passed, even a fly did not 
fly on it. 

As the road was very clean, we noticed that a foot 
niark could not be traced, then we believed that it was 
the road which led to the-"UNRETURNABLE-HEA VEN'S 
TOWN" the town in which human-beings or other crea-
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tures were bound to enter; if anybody entered it, no 
doubt he or she would not return again, because the 
inhabitants of the town were very bad, cruel and merci
less. 

ON OUR WAY TO THE UNRETURNAB LE
HEA VEN ' S  T OWN 

Now we followed this road from the north side and 
we were very glad to be travelling on it, but still no 
trace of foot mark or of anybody met on the way. As we 
travelled along it from two o'clock till seven o'clock in 
the evening without reaching a town or the end, then 
we stopped at the roadside and made a fire there ; we 
cooked our food and ate it there and slept there as w:ell, 
but nothing happened to us throughout the night. When 
it was dawn we woke up and cooked our food and ate it. 

After that we started our journey, but although we 
had travelled from that morning till 4 o'clock in the 
evening, yet we did not see or meet anybody on this 
road, then we were quite sure that it was "Unreturnable
Heaven's town" road, so we did not go further; we 
stopped and slept there till the morning. Very early in 
the morning, we woke and prepared our food and ate it, 
after that, we thought to go on a little bit before we 
should leave the road. 

But as we were going on and when it was time that 
we wanted to branch to our left, to continue the journey 
inside another bush as usual, we were unable to branch 
or to stop, or to go back, we were only moving on the 
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road towards the town. We tried all our best to stop 
ourselves but an were in vain. 

How could we stop now was the question that 've 
asked ourselves, because we were approaching the town. 
Then I remembered one of my juju which had escaped 
me and I performed it to stop us, but instead of that, 
we started to move faster than before. When there 
remained one quarter of a mile to reach the town, we 
came to a large gate which crossed the road, it was closed 
then. When we reached the gate, then we could stop, 
but we could not move to front or back, We stood before 
this gate for about 3 hours before it opened itself, then 
·we moved to the town unexpectedly and we did not know 
·who was pushing us. When we entered this town we 
saw creatures that we had never seen in our life and I 
could not describe the whole of them here, but however, 
I should tell some of their stories which went thus :
This town was very big and full of unknown creatures, 
both adults and children were very cruel to human
beings, and yet they were looking for ways of making 
their cruelties even worse; as soon as we entered their 
town, six of them held us firmly and the rest were 
beating us and also their children were stoning us re
peatedly. 

These unknown creatures were doing everything 
incorrectly, because there we saw that if one of them 
V\·anted to climb a tree, he would climb the ladder first 
before leaning it against that tree ; and there was a flat 
land near their town but they built their houses on the 
side of a steep hill, so all the houses bent downwards as 
if they V\·ere going to fall, and their children were always 
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rolling down from these houses, but their parents did 
n ot care about that ; the whole of them did not wash 
their . bodies at all, but washed their domestic animals ; 
they wrapped themselves with a kind of leaves as their 
clothes, but had costly clothes for their domestic animals , 
and cut their domestic animals' finger nails , but kept 
their own uncut for one hundred years ; even there we 
saw many of them sleeping on the roofs of their houses 
and they said that they could not use the houses that 
they built with their hands except to sleep on them. 

Their town was surrounded with a thick and tall wall . 
If any earthly person mistakenly entered their town, they 
would catch him or her and begin to cut the flesh of his 
or her body into pieces while still alive, sometimes they 
would stab a person's eyes with a pointed knife and 
leave it there until that person would die of much pain . 
As six of them held us firmly, they were taking us to 
their king, but as we were taken along, the rest and their 
children were beating and stoning us. But as we wanted 
to enter the palace of their king, there we met uncount
able of them at the gate of their king's palace and waiting 
for to beat. When we entered the palace, they handed us 
to the king's attendants. After the attendants took us 
to the king, but as we were inside the palace, thousands 
of them were waiting for us at the gate of the palace, 
some of them held clubs, knives, cutlasses and other 
fighting weapons and all their children held stones . 

The questions that their king asked us went thus :
From where were you coming? I replied that we were 
coming from the earth. He asked again how did we 
manage to reach their town? I replied that it was their 
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road brought us to the town and we did not want to 
come there at all . After that he asked us where were we 
going to? Then I replied that we were going to my palm
wine tapster's town who had died in my town sometime 
ago. As I had said already that these unknown creatures 
were very cruel to anybody that mistakenly entered their 
town, as I answered all the questions, he repeated the 
name of their town for us again-' 'U nreturnable-Heaven's 
town. ' '  He said :-a town in which are only enemies of God 
living, only cruel, greedy and merciless creatures. After 
he said so, he commanded his attendants to clear all the 
hair from our heads, but when the attendants and the 
people at the gate heard that from their king, they 
jumped up with gladness and shouted. God is so good, 
that the attendants did not take us to the outside of the 
palace before they started to shave our heads as the king 
ordered them, otherwise we would be torn into pieces 
by the people waiting for us at the gate of the palace .  

Then the king gave them flat stones to  use as  razor 
blades, and as the attendants were clearing the hair with 
the flat stones, the flat stones were unable to clear the 
hair as razor blades would and only hurt every part of 
our heads. After they had tried all their efforts and failed, 
then the king gave them pieces of broken bottle to use, 
when they got that, it cleared some of the hair by force, 
and blood did not allow them to see the rest of our hair 
again. But before they started to shave off the hair, they 
had tied us with strong ropes to one of the pillars of that 
palace. After they had cleared some of the hair, they left 
us there unloosened and went to grind pepper, after a 
while, they brought the pepper and rubbed our heads 
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with it, then they lighted a thick rag with fire and tied 
it on the centre of our heads so that it nearly touched 
our heads. By that time, we did not know whether we 
were still alive or dead, although we could not defend 
our heads, because both our hands and bodies were tied 
to that pillar. When it was about half an hour since they 
had hung the fire near our heads, they took it away 
and started to scrape our heads again with a big snail's 
shell, so by that time, every part of the heads was 
bleeding; but before that time all the people that were 
waiting for us at the gate had returned to their houses, 
tired of long waiting. 

After that, they took us to a wide field which was in 
the full heat of the sun, there were no trees or shadow 
near there and it was cleared as a football field ; it was 
near the town. Then they dug two pits or holes side by 
side, in size of which would reach the jaw of a person, in 
the centre of the field. After that they put me into one 
and my wife into the second and replaced the earth that 
they had dug out and pressed it hard in such a way that 
we could hardly breathe. Then they put food near our 
mouths, but we were unable to touch or eat it ; they 
knew that we were very hungry by that time. And after 
that, the whole of them cut whips and began to flog our 
heads, but we had no hands to defend our heads. At 
last they brought an eagle before us to take out our eyes 
with its beak, but the eagle was simply looking at our 
eyes, it did no harm to us. Then these people went back 
to their houses and left the eagle there with us. But as I 
had tamed such a bird in my town before I left there, so 
this one did not harm us at all and we remained in these 

6 1  



holes from three o'clock p.m. till morning and at about 
9 o'clock of that morning the sun came and shone severely 
on us ; when it was 1 0  o'clock, these people came again 
and made a big fire around us and flogged us for some 
minutes, then they went away. But when the fire was 
about to quench, their children came with whips and 
stones then they began to whip and stone our heads; 
when they left that, they began to climb on our heads 
and jump from one to the second; after that they started 
to spit, make urine and pass excreta on our heads ; but 
when that eagle saw that they wanted to nail our heads, 
then it drove all of them away from the field with its 
beak. But before that people (adults) left, they scheduled 
the time that they would come and pay us the last visit 
for 5 o'clock in the evening of the second day that we 
were in those holes. God is so good, when it was 3 o'clock 
p.m. , a heavy rain came and it rained till a late hour in 
the night and it disappointed them from coming to pay 
the last visit. 

As it rained heavily, when it was one o'clock in the 
night, the holes became soft, so when that eagle saw us 
trying to get out of the holes, it came nearer and began 
to scratch the hole in which I was, but as the holes were 
very deep, it could not scratch it out as quickly as it 
wanted to. But when I shook my body to left and right, 
then I got out and ran to my wife and pulled her out of 
her O'wn too. Then we hastily left that field and went 
to the main gate of the town, but unluckily, we found 
it closed and the town was entirely surrounded by a thick 
and tall wall, so we hid ourselves under a bush which 
had not been cleared for long time and was near the 
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wall. When the day broke the people came to the field 
and found nothing there ; after that they began to search 
for us and when they reached the bush in which we hid 
ourselves, they were smashing it together with us, so 
when they could not trace us out they thought that we 
h ad left their town. 

As the sun of that town was very hot, every place 
dried early; when it was about two o'clock in the n1id
night, and when the whole of them slept, then \Ve went 
into the town cautiously and took some fire from their 
fire which was not yet quenched. All their houses were 
thatched with grasses and also it was in the dry season, 
as again the houses touched each other, then we lighted 
some of the houses with the fire ; it caught fire at once 
and before they could wake up, all the houses had burnt 
into ashes and about ninety per cent of them also burnt 
with the houses and none of their children \Vere saved. 
Then the rest of them that were saved, stole away that 
night. 

When it was dawn, then we went to the to\vn and 
found nobody there, so we took one of their sheep and 
killed it, then roasted it, after that, we ate as much of it 
as we could and packed the rest and took one of their 
axes and left the town empty, so when we reached the 
thick wall, I cut a part of it like a windo\v and passed 
out through that place. 

That was how we were saved from the Unkno\vn 
creatures of the "Unreturnable-Heaven's to,vn" .  After 
we had left that town very far away and believed that we 
were freed from the unknown creatures, then \Ve stopped 
and built a small temporary house inside the bush in 
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which we were travelling along, it was built in form of 

an upstairs and thatched with grasses, then I surrounded 
it V\'ith sticks as fence, so that it might keep us from the 
animals etc. Then I began to treat my wife there. In 
the daytime, I would go around the bush, I should kill 
bush animals, after that I should pick edible fruits and 
we were feeding on them as food. When we completed 
the period of three months there for treatment, my 
wife was very well, but as I was roaming about in that 
bush in search of animals, there I discovered an old cut
lass which had had its wooden handle eaten off by 
insects, then I took it and coiled it round with the string 
of a palm-tree,  then I sharpened it on a hard ground, 
because there was no stone, and cut a strong and slender 
stick and then bent it in form of a bow and sharpened 
many small sticks as arrows, so I was defending ourselves 
with it. But after we had completed the period of five 
months and some days in that house, we thought that 
to go back to the town of my wife's father was dangerous, 
because of various punishments, and we could not trace 
out the right way on which we travelled from that place 
again.  To go back was harder and to go further was the 
hardest, so at last we made up our mind and started to go 
forward. In case of emergency, I took the bow and 
arrows with the cutlass with us, but we had no other 
load more than that, because our loads had been taken 
from us in the town of "Unreturnable-Heaven's",  and 
of course we had burnt our loads together with their 
houses . Then we started our journey very early in the 
morning, but it was a very dark day which seemed as if 
rain was coming heavily. After we had travelled about 
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seven miles from that house which we left, then we 
stopped and ate some of the roasted meat which we took 
along with us. After that we started to travel again, but 
we did not travel more than a mile in that bush before 
we reached a large river which crossed our way to pass ; 
when we reached there, we could not enter it, because 
it was very deep as we were looking at it and noticing 
that there 'vas no canoe or other thing with which . ._to 
cross it . When we had stopped there for a few minutes,  
we travelled to our right along the bank of this river as 
perhaps we might reach the end of it, but we travelled 
more than four n1iles 'vithout seeing the end at all . Then 
we turned back and travelled to our left again. When \Ve 
had travelled about six miles away without seeing the 
end , then we stopped to think what we could do to cross 
the river. But at that moment we thought to go further 
along the bank perhaps we could reach the end or a 
safe place to rest or sleep at night. As we were going 
further, we did not travel more than one third of a mile 
on this river-bank, before we saw a big tree \vhich ·was 
about one thousand and fifty feet in length and about 
two hundred feet in diameter. This tree was almost white 
as if it was painted every day ·with white paint with all 
its leaves and also branches. As we were about forty 
yards away from it , there we noticed that somebody 
peeped out an d \Vas focusing us as if a photographer was 
focusing somebody. So, at  the same time we saw him 
focusing us like that, V\·e started to run to our left ,  but 
he turned to that place too, and we turned to our right 
again, and he did so, and still focusing us like that and 
we did not see who was focusing us, but only that tree 
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which was turning as we were doing. After we had seen 
this terrible tree which was focusing us, then we said 
that we should not wait for this again, then we were 
running away for our life at once. But immediately we 
were running away from this tree, we heard a terrible 
voice suddenly as if many persons talked into a big tank, 
then we looked at our back and there we saw two large 
hands which came out from the tree and made a sign 
of "STOP," but directly we saw him saying so, we did 
not stop at all, after that he said again-' 'STOP-THERE 
AND COME-HERE" but still, we did not go to him as he 
said. He told us again with another curious and larger 
voice to stop, but that time we stopped and looked at 
our back. 

But as we looked at our back, we were looking at the 
large hands with fear, so when the hands gave us sign 
to come to him, now my wife and myself betraited our
selves, because when the hands told both of us to come 
to him, my wife pointed me to the hands and I myself 
pointed her to the hands too; after that, my wife forced 
me to go first and I pushed her to go first. As we were 
doing that, the hands told us again that both of us were 
wanted inside the tree, so when we thought that we had 
never seen a tree with hands and talking in our life, 
or since we have been travelling in the bushes, then we 
started to run away as before, but to our surprise, when 
the hands saw that we took to our heels again, they 
stretched out from the tree without end and then picked 
both of us off the ground as we were running away. 
After that they 'vere drawing back to the inside of the 
tree, but when we nearly touched the tree, there we 
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saw that a large door opened and the hands drew us 
through that door to the inside of the tree. 

Now by that time and before we entered inside the 
white tree, we had ' sold our death ' to somebody at the 
door for the sum of £70 : 1 8 :  6d and ' lent our fear ' to 
somebody at the door as well on interest of £3 : 1 0 :  Od 
per month, so we did not care about death and we did 
not fear again. When we entered inside the white tree, 
there we found ourselves inside a big house which was 
in the centre of a big and beautiful town, then the hands 
directed us to an old woman, an d after the hands dis
appeared. So we met the old woman sat on a chair in a 
big parlour which was decorated with costly things, then 
she told us to sit down before her and we did so. Then 
she asked us did we know her name ; we said no ; then 
she said that her name was called " FAITHFUL-MOTHER "  
and she told us that she was only helping those who 
were in difficulties and enduring punishments but not 
killing anybody. 

After that, she asked us did we know the name of the 
big hands who brought us to her; we said no. Then she 
told us that the big hands' name was called " FAITHFUL

HANDS, ' '  she said that the work of Faithful-hands was 
to watch out for those wo were passing or going about 
in their bush with difficulties etc. and bring them to 
her. 
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" THE W O RK OF THE FAITHFUL-MOTHER 
IN THE WHITE T REE ' '  

After she had related her story, then she told one of 
her servants to give us food and drinks and at the same 
time the servant served us with the food and drinks, but 
after we had eaten and drank to our satisfaction, then 
the Faithful-Mother told us to follow her and we did so. 
She took us to the largest dancing hall which was in the 
centre of that house, and there \ve saw that over 300 
peop] e were dancing all together. The hall was decorated 
with about one million pounds (£) and there \Vere many 
images and our own too were in the centre of the hall . 
But our O\Vn images that we saw there resembled us too 
much and were also white colour, but '\Ve were very 
surprised to meet our images there, perhaps somebody 
who \Vas focusing us as a photographer at the first time 
before the hands drew us inside the white tree had made 
them, '\Ye could not say. So we asked from Faithful
Mother ·what she was doing with all of the images. She 
replied that, they were for remembrance and to know 
those she was helping from their difficulties and punish
ments. This beautiful hall was full of all kinds of food 
and drinks, over twenty stages were in that hall with 
uncountable orchestras, musicians, dancers and tappers. 
The orchestras \Vere ahvays busy. The children of seven 
to eight years etc. of age "·ere always dancing, tapping 
on the stage "ith melodious songs and they '\Vere also 
singing '\vith "·arm tones "'ith non-stop dance till 
morning. There ·we saw that all the lights in this hall 
were in technicolours and they were changing colours 
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at five minutes intervals . After that she took us to the 
dining hall and then to the kitchen in which we met 
about three hundred and forty cooks who were always 
busy as bees and all the rooms in this house were in a row. 
Then she took us to her hospital where we met again 
many patients on sick beds and she handed us to one of 
the patentees to treat our heads without hair which the 
people of the " Unreturnable-Heaven's town " had 
cleared with broken bottle by force .  

We remained in that hospital for a week under treat
ment before our heads brought out full-grown hair, 
then we went back to the Faithful-Mother and she gave 
us a room. 

OUR LIFE WITH THE FAITHFUL-MOTHER 
IN THE WHITE TREE . 

Now we were living with the Faithful-Mother and she 
was taking care of us with her faithfulness, but within 
a week that we were living with this mother, we had 
forgotten all our past torments and she told us to go to 
the hall at any time we liked. So early in the morning, 
we should go to the hall and begin to eat and drink, 
because we were not buying anything that we wanted,  
so that I began to lavish all the drinks as I had been a 
great palm-wine drinkard in my town before I left.  
And within one month my wife and I became good 
dancers. This was rather queer. One night, when we 
were short of drinks at about two o'clock in the mid
night, then the Chief waiter reported to the Faithful-
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Mother that we were short of drinks and there was none 
in the store, then she gave the chief waiter a small 
bottle which was exactly the size of injection's bottle and 
it contained only a little quantity of wine. After the 
chief waiter brought it to the hall we began to drink it, 
but for three days and nights, the whole of us could not 
drink the wine which the bottle contained to one-fifth. 
So after about three months that we were inside this 
white tree, we became the inhabitants of the house and 
we were feeding on anything that we liked free of 
charge. There was a special room in this house to play 
gamble and I joined the gang, but I was not perfect 
enough, so that all the money for which I sold our 
' death ' was taken away from me by the expert gamblers, 
but I had forgotten that one day, we should leave there 
and need money to spend. Of course the borrower of our 
' fear' was paying us regularly every month. Now we 
disliked to continue our journey to the town that we 
were going to before we entered inside the white tree, 
as a matter of fact we did not like to leave there ever. 

But after we had completed the period of one year 
and two weeks with Faithful-Mother, one night she 
called my wife and me and told us that it was time for 
us to leave there and continue our journey as usual. 
When she said this we begged her not to let us leave 
there ever, then she replied that she had no right to 
delay anybody more than a year and some days, she 
said again that if that had been in her power, she would 
grant our request. After that, she told us to go and pack 
all our loads and be ready to leave there tomorrow 
morning. Then we went back to our room, and began 

70 



to think that we were going to start our punishments 
again. We did not go to the hall that night and we did 
not sleep till the daybreak, so early in the morning we 
thought within ourselves to tell her to escort us to our 
destination. Then we went to her and told her we were 
ready to leave and we wanted her to lead us to our destina
tion because of fearful creatures in the bush. But she 
told us that she could not do such request, because she 
must not go beyond their boundary. So she gave me a 

gun and ammunitions and a cutlass, then she gave my 
wife many costly clothes etc. as gifts and gave us plenty 
of roasted meat with drinks and cigarettes. After that 
she accompanied us, but what made us very surprised 
was that we saw the tree opened as a large door, and we 
simply found ourselves inside the bush unexpectedly, 
and the door closed at once and the tree seemed as an 

ordinary tree which could not open like that. But at the 
same time that we found ourselves at the foot of this 
white tree inside the bush, both of us (my wife and I) 
said suddenly " We are in the bush again. "  Because it 
was just as if a person slept in his or her room, but when 
he woke up, he found himself or herself inside a big 
bush. 

Then we took our ' fear ' back from the borrower and 
he paid us the last interest on it. Then we found the 
one who had bought our ' death ' and told him to bring 
it, but he told us that he could not return i t  again, 
because he bought it from us and had paid for it already, 
so we left our ' death ' for the buyer, so we took only our 
' fear ' . So when the Faithful-Mother led us to the river 
which we could not cross before we saw the white tree 
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and entered it, we stopped and looked at her. After a 
while, she picked up a small stick like a match stick on 
the ground and she threw it on that river, but at the 
same moment, there we found a narrow bridge which 
crossed the river to the other edge. Then she told us to 
cross it to the other edge or the second side, but she stood 
in the same place, at the same time that ·we reached the 
end of the other edge, she stretched ou'\. her hand and 
touched the bridge, but it was only that stick we saw in 
her hand. After that she ·was singing and waving her 
hand to us and we were doing the same thing to her as 
well , then she disappeared at once. That was how we left 
the Faithful-Mother in the white tree \vho was faithful 
to every creature. 

So we took our ' fear ' back and started our journey as 
usual, but before an hour passed since we had left the 
Faithful-Mother, a heavy rain came and we were beaten 
by the rain for two hours before it stopped, as there ·was 
no shelter in this bush for rain or anything. My wife 
could not travel as quickly as we wished to, so we stopped 
and ate the roasted meat which the Faithful-Mother 
gave us, and we rested there for two hours, then we 
started to travel again. But as we were travelling along 
in this bush, we met a young lady who was coming to
wards us, but as we saw her, we bent to another way, 
but she bent to the place too, then we stopped for her 
to come and do anything that she wanted to do, because 
we had sold our ' death ' and we could not die again, but 
·we feared her because we did not sell our ' fear ' .  When 
this lady approached us, we noticed that she was dressed 
in a long fancy gown, and there were many gold-beads 
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around her neck and she wore high-heel shoes which 
resembled aluminium in colour, she was as tall as a s tick 
of about ten feet long, she was of deep red complexion. 
After she had approached us, she stopped and asked 
where we were going to. We replied that we were going 
to ' '  Dead's town, ' '  and she asked again from where were 
we coming. We replied that we were coming from the 
Faithful-Mother in the white tree . After we had told 
her that, then she told us to follow her, but when she 
said so, we feared her and my wife said-' ' This is not 
a human-being and she is not a spirit, but wh at is she ? " 
Then we were following her as she told us. After we had 
travelled with her to a distance of about 6 miles in this 
bush, then we entered inside a " Red-Bush " and the bush 
was in deep red together with all the trees, ground and 
all the living creatures therein. Immediately we entered 
this " Red-Bush " my wife and myself turned deep-red 
as that bush, but at the same time that we entered the 
" Red-Bush " ,  these words came out from my wife's 
mouth-" This is only fear for the heart but not danger
ous to the heart. ' '  

' ' WE AN D T H E  RE D-PEOPLE IN THE 
RE D-TOWN ' '  

After we had travelled about 1 2  miles away in the " Red
Bush " with the Red-lady, we entered a Red-town and 
there we saw that both people and their domestic animals 
were deep-red in colour. So we entered a house which was 
the largest in that area, but as we were feeling hungry 
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before reaching there, we asked the lady to give us food 
and water. After a 'vhile she brought both for us, but to 
our surprise , both food and water were as red as red 
paint, but both tasted as ordinary food _  and water so we 
ate the food and drank the water also. After she had 
brought the food for us , she left us there and went away, 
but as we sat down there, these Red-people 'vere coming 
and looking at us with astonishment. After a few 
minutes the lady came back and told us to follow her 
and we did so . Then she took us around the town and 
showed tis everything, after that she took us to their king 
who was also red as blood. The king saluted us well and 
told us to sit down before him. Then he asked us where 
were we coming from? We replied that we were coming 
from the Faithful-Mother who was in charge of the 
white tree . When he heard so from us, he said that the 
Faithful-Mother was his sister, then we told him how 
she helped us from our difficulties etc. After that he 
asked us what was the name of our town. We told 
him the name. Then he asked whether we were still 
alive or dead before coming there. We told him that we 
were still alive and we were not deads. 

After that he told the Red-lady that brought us to him 
to put us in one of the rooms in his palace, but the room 
was very far fron1 the other rooms and nobody was living 
near there . So we entered the room and began to think
What was his aim, the Red-king of the Red-people in 
the Red-town, was the question we asked ourselves, and 
we could not sleep till morning, because of this question. 

When it was early in the morning, we went to the 
Red-king and sat down before him and waited for what 
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he would say. But when it was about 8 o'clock, the Red
lady who brought us to the Red-king came and sat doV\·n 
behind us. After a while the Red-king started the story 
of the Red-town, Red-people, and th e Red-Bush thus :
He said-" The whole of us in this Red-town were once 
human-beings ; in the olden days when the eyes of all the 
human-beings were on our knees, when we were bending 
down from the sky because of i ts gravitiness and when we 
were walking backwards and not forwards as nowadays . "  
He said also ' ' One day, when I was still among the human
beings I set one trap in a bush which was very far away 
from any river, even a pond did not be near there, then 
I set one fish-net inside a river which was very far away 
from any bush, even a piece of land did not be near there . 
But when it was next morning, I went first to the river in 
which I set the fish-net for fish , but to my surprise, the 
net had caught a red-bird instead of a fish and the red
bird was still alive as it was in a river. Then I took out 
the net together with the red-bird and put it down on 
the bank of the river. Next I went to the bush in 
which I had set the trap for bush animals and again the 
trap had also caught a big red fish and it \Vas still alive. 
After that, I took both the net and the trap with red
bird and red fish to my town. But when my parents saw 
the red fish that the trap caught instead of a bush animal 
and again that the fish-net had caught a red-bird instead 
of a fish, and both were still alive, they told me to return 
them to the place that I brought them from, and I took 
both of them and returned to put them in the place where 
I had caught them. 

But when I was going along the way, I stopped mid-
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way under the shade of a tree and made a fire there, then 
I put these t\VO red creatures inside the fire.  My aim was 
to burn them into ashes and return to my town from 
there. But what surprised me most was that, when I was 
going to put these red creatures in the fire, they were 
talking like human-beings, saying that I must not put 
them in the fire, because red creatures were not to go 
near fire at all, but when I heard that from them, I was 
greatly terrified. Of course, I did not listen to them, I 
was only taking both of them from the net and trap to 
the fire, but as I was taking them out of the net and trap, 
they were still boasting that I could not put them in 
that fire at all. Although when I heard that from them, 
I was greatly annoyed and put them in that fire by force. 
As these red creatures were inside that fire, they were 
saying that I should take them out of the fire at once, but 
I told them that that could not be done at all. After a little 
time, they burnt into halves, but they were still talking. 
Then I gathered more dried sticks and put then1 inside 
the fire, but when the fire rose up, I ·was suddenly 
covered by the smoke which came out from the fire, and 
I could hardly breathe. Before I could find my way out 
from the smoke I had turned red, and when I saw that 
I had become red, then I ran to my town and entered 
our house, but the smoke was following me as I was 
running to our house, and entered the house with me. 
"\Vhen my parents saw that I had turned into red, they 
wanted to wash me, perhaps the red would be washed 
away, but as soon as the smoke entered with me the 
whole people became red also, then we went before the 
king who was on the throne to show him what had 

76 



happened, but the smoke did not allow the king to say 
anything, before it scattered all over the town and all 
the people, domestic animals, town, river and bush 
became red at the same time. 

But when everyone of us had failed to wash his or 
her red away, then on the 7th day after we had turned 
into the red the whole of us died with our domestic 
animals, and we left that town and settled down here, 
but we were still red as before we died and also our 
domestic animals, rivers, town and bush or anything we 
met here became red, so that since that time we were 
called Red-people and our town was called Red-town etc. 
But some days after we had settled down here, the red 
fish and the red-bird came and lived inside a big hole 
which was very near this town. Since both red creatures 
came here they have been coming out from the hole 
every year for human sacrifice and we are sacrificing 
one of us to them yearly to save the rest of us. So we are 
very glad that both of you came to the Red-town just 
now because there remain only three days before these 
two creatures come out for their sacrifice of this year 
and I should be very glad too if one of you would volunteer 
his or her life for these two creatures. " 

After the Red-king had related the story for us and 
in his conclusion b ad said that one of us should volunteer 
his or her life for the two creatures, willingly or not, I 
asked my wife what could we do no,v?  Because I do not 
want to leave her or she to leave me here alone and none 
of these Red-people wanted to volunteer his or her life 
for these creatures and again the king wanted to hear 
from us as soon as possible. 
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But my wife said these words-' ' This would be a 

brief loss of woman, but a shorter separation of a man 
from lover. ' '  But I did not understand the meaning of 
her words, because she \Vas talking with parables or as 
a foreteller. After a little time I went to the Red-king 
and told him that I should volunteer my life for the two 
red creatures. And \vhen the Red-king and Red-people 
heard that from me, they were exceedingly glad. The 
reason ·why I volunteered my life was that when I 
remembered that we had sold away our ' death ' to some
body, I knew these two creatures would be unable to kill 
me at all . I did not know that these Red-people would per
form their native ceremony for me or anybody who volun
teers his or her life to the two creatures before the very 
day that the two creatures would come out from their hole. 

Now the Red-people removed all the hair of my head 
and painted the half part of it with a kind of red paint 
and the other part with white native paint, after that, 
the whole of them gathered together and put me on 
their front with their drummers and singers. They told 
me to dance as the drununers were beating their drums 
around the town. My wife was also following us, but she 
did not show that she would lose me soon at all . But when 
it was 5 o'clock early in the morning that the two red 
creatures would come out, I took my gun, ammunitions 
and cutlass which the Faithful-Mother gave me before 
we left her, then I loaded the gun with the most power
ful ammunitions and put it on my shoulder and sharpened 
the cutlass and held it firmly with my right hand. When 
it was 7 o'clock of that morning, the Red-king and all 
the Red-people took me to the place where the hole was, 
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and put me there for the red creatures, then the whole 
of them went back to the town. The place was not more 
than half a mile from the town. 

They left me there alone and ran back to the town , 
because if the two red creatures should see more than 
one person whom they give them as sacrifice, they would 
kill them as well . But my wife did not return to the to\tvn 
with them, she hid herself near the place I was but I did 
not know at all . When it was half an hour that I stood 
before the hole, I began to hear th at something was 
making a noise as if it was a thousand persons in that 
hole, every part of that place was shaking, by that time 
I took only my gun from my shoulder and held it firmly, 
then I sighted the hole . But when these two red creatures 
were coming out from the hole , they did not walk side 
by side but following each other and when the one 
at the front appeared and was coming towards me, it 
was red fish in form. As a matter of fact, when I saw 
this red fish, I was greatly terrified and I \Vas soon faint, 
but I remembered that we had sold our ' death ' and 
I could not die again, so I did not care about it again, 
but I feared it greatly because we did not sell our ' fear ' .  
At the same time that the red fish appeared out, i ts head 
was just like a tortoise's head, hut it was as big as an 
elephant's head and it had over 30 horns and large eyes 
which surrounded the head . All these horns were spread 
out as an un1brella . It could not walk but was only 
gliding on the ground like a snake and its body was just 
like a bat's body and covered with long red hair like 
strings. It could only fly to a short distance, and if it 
shouted a person who was four miles away would hear. 
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All the eyes which surrounded its head were closing and 
opening at the same time as if a man was pressing a 
switch on and off. 

At the same time that this red-fish saw me stood before 
their hole , it was laughing and coming towards me like 
a human-being, but I said within myself that this was 
a really hun1an-being. Then I got ready as it was coming 
laughing towards me, but when it still had about twenty 
feet to reach where I stood, then I fired at it on the centre 
of its head and before the smoke of the gun scattered 
away, I had loaded again and shot it once more, so it 
died at that same spot.  But when my wife saw the red 
fish when coming out from the hole, from the place 
where she hid herself, she ran back to the town. As the 
red fish was coming out from the hole, I knew that I 
should kill it, but I had no juju any more, all had become 
powerless from long using. 

After that I loaded the gun for the second red creature 
(red-bird) and within 5 minutes it appeared out again, 
then I got ready for it . I saw that it was a red-bird, but 
its head could weigh one ton or more and it had six long 
teeth of about half a foot long and very thick, which 
appeared out with its beak. Its head was almost covered 
with all kinds of insects so that I could hardly describe 
it here fully. So immediately this bird saw me, it opened 
its mouth and was coming to swallow me, but I had got 
ready then, and when it had nearly reached the place 
that I stood, it stopped and swallowed the red- fish which 
I had killed already the first time. After that it was 
coming directly and I fired at it, then I loaded the gun 
for the second time and shot it to death. 
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When I saw that I had killed these two red creatures, 
then I remembered what my wife had said immediately 
we met the Red-lady who took us to the Red-king. My 
·wife said thus :-It \Vould be a ' fear ' of heart, but it 
would not be dangerous to the heart. " 

Now I went to the Red-king of the Red-town and told 
him that I had killed both red creatures, and as soon as 
he heard so from me, he got up from his chair and followed 
me to the place where I killed the two red creatures . 
But when the Red-king saw the two red creatures already 
dead , he said-" Here is another fearful and harmful 
creature who could ruin my town in future . "  (He called 
me a fearful and h armful creature. ) At the same time 
that he said this, he left me there and went back to the 
town, then he called all the people of his town together 
and told them what he had seen. As these Red-people 
could change themselves to anything that they liked , 
before I could reach the town, the \vhole of them had 
changed into a great fire which burnt their houses and 
all their properties. By the time that the houses ·were 
burning, I could not enter the town , because of the thick 
smoke of the fire, but after a little time the fire and smoke 
disappeared and I thought that the whole of them to
gether with my wife had burnt into ashes . But as I stood 
in one place looking at the empty town, there I saw that 
two red trees appeared again at the centre of the town. 
One of the trees was shorter than the second and also 
slender and it was at the front of the bigger one . That 
bigger one which was at the back h ad many leaves and 
branches.  When I saw that these two red trees appeared 
in the centre of the town I was going to them, but both 
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were moving towards the west of the town before I 
reached there, and all the leaves on these trees were 
singing as human-beings as they were moving on and 
within five minutes, I could not see them any more, and 
all the while I did not know that it was the whole Red
people who had changed themselves into that two red 
trees. As my wife had disappeared with these Red-people, 
I began to seek her about both night and day, but one 
day, I heard information that she was among the Red
people who had changed themselves into two red trees 
before they left the Red-town. Then I started to the place 
where I heard that they had settled down, but the new 
town that they had just settled down in was about eighty 
miles away from the Red-town which they left ruined. 
Mter I had travelled for two days, then I reached there, 
but they had left there when they heard information 
that I was coming there too, and I did not know that 
these Red-people were thinking while running away 
from me that I should kill them as I had killed the two 
red creatures. So they left that place again and '\Vere 
looking for a suitable place to settle down, but they never 
got to such a place before I met them, although I was 
thinking that I would meet them in the form of persons, 
but they were the two red trees. 

As I met them in the midway, my wife had seen me 
and was calling me, but I did not see her at all, and as I 
was still following these two red trees to wherever they 
could get a suitable place to settle down for a week. Then 
they got a suitable place and they stopped,  but I was very 
far away by that time. And when I came up with them 
I saw that every part was full of houses, people and their 
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domestic animals etc. , exactly as when they were in the 
town which they had burnt into ashes before they left 
there . But when I entered the new town, I went directly 
to the Red-king of this new town (the same king) and 
told him that I wanted my wife , but when he heard so, 
he called her for me at once and she saw me, she repeated 
her words again which she had said before-' ' This 
would be a brief loss of won1an and a shorter separation 
from lover," and she said that this was the meaning 
of the words. Then I believed her. But when the Red
people had settled down in a new town, they were no 
longer red, because I h ad killed the two red creatures 
which had changed them like that. 

My wife had said of the won1an we met : " She was not 
a human-being and she was not a spirit, but what was 
she ? " She was the Red-smaller-tree '\'Yho was at the front 
of the bigger Red-tree,  and the bigger Red-tree was the 
Red-king of the Red-people of Red-town and the Red
bush and also the Red-leaves on the bigger Red-tree 
were the Red-people of the Red-town in the Red-bush " .  

Now my wife and I became friends with these people 
and we were living with them in that new town. After 
some days, the lady who brought us to the former town 
(Red-town) gave us a big house in which we were living 
comfortably. " She was not a human-being and she was 
not a spirit but what ·was she ? " She was also the " Dance " 
(the lady that brought us  to the Red-town) and you will 
remember when I mentioned the tree fellows, namely :
" DRUM, SONG AND DANCE. " So when this lady 
(Dance) saw that I helped them greatly and they were 
also in a comfortable place and were no longer red, she 
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sent for the other two fellows (Drum and Song) to come 
to their new town for a special occasion. But how could 
've enjoy these three fellows? Because nobody could 
beat drum as " Drum " could beat himseH, nobody could 
sing as " Song " could sing himseH, and nobody could 
dance as " Dance " could dance herseH i!'.l this world. 
"\Vho would challenge them? Nobody at all. But when 
the day that they appointed for this special occasion was 
reached, these fellows came and when " Drum " started 
to beat himseH, all the people who had been dead for 
hundreds of years, rose up and came to witness " Drum "  
when beating; and when " Song " began to sing all 
domestic animals of that new to,vn, bush animals with 
snakes etc, came out to see " Song "  personally, but when 
" Dance " (that lady) started to dance the whole bush 
creatures, spirits, mountain creatures and also all the 
river creatures came to the town to see who was dancing. 
When these three fellows started at the same time, the 
whole people of the new town, the whole people that 
rose up from the grave, animals, snakes, spirits and other 
nameless creatures, were dancing together with these 
three fellows and it was that day that I saw that snakes 
were dancing more than human-beings or other creatures. 
VVhen the 'vhole people of that town and bush creatures 
started dancing together none of them could stop for 
t'vo days. But at last " Drum " was beating himself till 
he reached heaven before he knew that he was out of 
the world and since that day he could not come to the 
world again. Then " Song " sang until he entered into 
a large river unexpectedly and we could not see him any 
more and " Dance " 'Yas dancing till she became a moun-
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tain and did not appear to anybody since that day, so 

all the deads rose up from the grave returned to the grave 
and since that day they could not rise up again, then all 
the rest of the creatures went back to the bush etc. but 
since that day they could not come to the town and dance 
with anybody or with human-beings . 

So when these three fellows (Drum, Song and Dance) 
disappeared, the people of the new to\vn went back to 
their houses . Since that day nobody could see the three 
fellows personally, but we are only hearing their names 
about in the world and nobody could do in these days 
what they did. After I had spent a year with my wife 
in this new town, I became a rich man. Then I hired 
many labourers to clear bush for me and it was cleared 
up to three miles square by these farm-labourers, then 
I planted the seeds and grains which were given me in 
the " Wraith-Island " by a certain animal (as he was 
called) the owner of the land on which I planted my 
crops, before he gave me the seeds and grains which 
germinated the san1e day as I planted them. As the seeds 
and grains grew up and yielded fruits the same day, so 
it made me richer than the rest of the people in that 
to\Vn. 

" THE INVISIB LE- P A  'VN " 

One night, at about ten o'clock, I sa\v a certain man who 
came to my house. He told me that he was ahvays hearing 
the word-" POOR," but he did not know it and he 
wanted to know it. He said that he wanted to borrow 

85 



some amount and he would be working for me in return 
as a " pawn " or as permanent hired labourer. 

But when he said this, I asked how much did he want 
to borrow? He said that he wanted to borrow two thousand 
cowries (COWRIES) ,  which was equivalent to six-pence 
(6d) in British money. Then I asked from my wife 
whether I should lend him the amount, but my wife 
said that the man would be a-" WONDERFUL HARD 
WORKER, BUT HE WOULD BE A WONDERFUL 
ROBBER IN FUTURE. "-Of course,  I did not under
stand what my wife meant by that, but I simply gave 
the man the six-pence that he demanded. When he 
wanted �o go, I asked for his name, then he told me that 
his nan1e was " GIVE AND TAKE", after that I asked 
him where he was living, and he replied that he was 
inside a bush which nobody could trace. When he said 
so, I asked him again, how could the other labourers 
reach him whenever they were going to the farm, then 
he replied that if the rest of the labourers were going to 
the farm very early in the morning, they should call his 
name out as they reached a junction of roads on the way 
to the farm. Then he went away. But when my labourers 
were going to the farn1 early in the morning, when they 
reached the junction and called his name out as he said 
(with loud voice) ,  he answered with song. After that 
he asked them what kind of work they were going to do 
that d ay. Then they told h im that it was only to till the 
ground, after that, he told them to go and till their own 
ground, but he would go and till his own at night, be
cause small children n1ust not see him and it was forbidden 
for adults to look at him. Then the rest of the labourers 
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went to the farm and tilled their portion. When it \vas 
early on the following morning, the rest of the labourers 
went to the farm as usual, but they saw the whole farm 
and bushes around there cleared as from a mile to fifty 
by this Invisible-Pawn and he had cleared all the farms 
which belonged to my neighbours too. So when the 
other labourers were going to the farm early in the morn
ing as usual, I told them that they should tell " Invisible
Pawn " that today's work was to cut fire wood from the 
farm to my house. When the rest of the labourers 
reached there they called him and told him that today's 
work was to cut fire wood from the farm to the house. 
Then he told them to go and cut their own, and he \vould 
cut and bring his own to the house at nigh t. As the rest 
of the labourers V\'ere calling him at the junction, he 
was not visible to them at all. But to my surprise, when 
everybody woke up early in the morning, we could not 
come out from our houses, because this man (Invisible
Pawn) had brought both fire wood and logs of wood 
together with palm-trees and other trees to the town, and 
all the town was almost covered with this wood, so that 
nobody could move about in the town and we did not 
know the time he brought them. Then all of the town's 
people began to clear the woods with axes etc. , but it 
took a week before we could clear away the wood from 
the town. As I wanted to see him (Invisible-Pawn or 
Give and Take) and how he was working I told the rest 
farm labourers to tell " Give and Take " that today's 
work was to be barber for my children at home, but he 
told his colleagues that they should go and barb their 
own, he would come and barb his own at night, so the 
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rest of the labourers went away. When it was night, 
I told the rest of the labourers to keep watch on him and 
see how he would barb heads for my children, but to my 
surprise, it was not yet 8 o'clock in the night before 
everybody slept in that town, even no don1estic animal 
was awake. After that the " Invisible-Pawn " came and 
barbed for all of the people in that town, adults or females 
with domestic animals, he took everybody to the outside 
before he sh aved their heads, then he painted the heads 
with white paint, then he went back to his bush and 
nobody woke up till he had completed that evil work. 
When it was early in the morning, everybody met him
self or herself outside, and when we touched our heads, 
they were shaven and painted with white paint.  But at 
the same time that this n�w town's people woke up and 
saw that all the hair on the heads of their domestic 
animals had been cleared as well, then they rose up in 
alarm that they had fallen into another terrible creature's 
hand again. But I checked them and explained how the 
matter went, so by that time, they wanted me to leave 
their town, but I thought that I should do something to 
please these people, so that they would not drive me 
away from the town. One day, when the labourers were 
going to the farm, I told them to tell " Invisible-Pawn " 
that today's work was to go and kill bush animals and 
bring them to my house. When he he ard so, he told 
them as usual. But when the day broke, the town was 
full of bush animals, so that all the people in the town 
were now pleased and did not want me to leave there 
again. 

After that, one day, I sat down and I began to think 
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OTer how this man was working like this and he did not 
ask for food etc. , so when the corn was ripe then I told 
the labourer� to tell him that if he went to the farm, he 
should take some yams, corn etc. So they told him this 
when they reached the usual junction. 

I did not know that this " Invisible-Pawn " or " Give 
and Take " was the head of all the Bush-creatures and 
he was the most powerful in the world of the Bush
creatures, all of these Bush-creatures were under him 
and working for him every night. So after he had finished 
that night's work in my farm together with his followers, 
then the whole of them took all the yams and corn etc. 
of my farm and took the all the yams and corn etc. 
from my neighbour's also. I did not know that he had 
followers at all who were working for him and instead 
of him alone taking some yams and corn, so all of them 
took the whole lot away at night. 

Then I remembered what my wife foresaid that
' '  This man would be a wonderful hard worker, but he 
would be a wonderful robber in future . ' '  So the following 
morning when the labourers had told him to take some 
yams and corn from the farm, everybody went to his 
farm, but unfortunately they found their farms without 
crops that they had planted there, for all the farms had 
been cleared by these bush-creatures as flat as a football 
field. 

But when all the farmers or my neighbours saw what 
" Give and Take " had done, they grew annoyed with 
me, because they could not plant other crops throughout 
that year again and had nothing for themselves and their 
children to eat at all and all of my own crops were taken 
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away too, but I could not tell my neighbours. When 
these people saw what " Invisible-Pawn " or Give and 
Take " 'vith his followers had done for them, then they 
united together to raise up an Army against me, so that 
I might leave their town and also to revenge for the 
great loss which " Give and Take " had given them 
through me. Then these people gathered together and 
formed a great army. Then I asked my wife what should 
be the end of us in this town? But my ,vife said that it 
would be the loss of lives of the natives, but it would 
save the two non-natives . By that time, I was hiding 
my wife and myself in that town, because all the natives 
of the town were hunting for us up and down, of course 
they did not want to fire guns inside their town, because 
of their children and wives and we (my wife and I) did 
not leave their town because they could not fire their 
guns inside the town. But as I was thinking how my wife 
and myself could be safe from these people, so my wife 
remembered me to call for the help of the " lnvisible
Pa,vn " (Give and Take) , perhaps he might render his 
help. When my wife advised me like that, then I sent 
for one of my labourers to go and tell the " lnvisible
Pa,vn " that the people of new town would raise up an 
Army against me in t\VO days to come, so that I begged 
him to come and help me early in the n1orning of that day. 

' ' THE IN VISIBLE-P AWN ON THE FRONT ' '  

But as the " Invisible-Pawn " could not do anything in 
the day time, he came with his followers or helpers to 
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this town at about two o'clock in the mid-night, then 
the whole of them started to fight these people and killed 
the whole of them and left my wife and me there alone. 
As my wife had said before, all the lives of the natives 
were lost and the life of the non-natives saved. After that 
the " Invisible-Pawn ' '  and his followers went back to 
their bush before dawn. But when I saw that we alone 
(my wife and me) could not live in that town, then we 
packed our loads and my gun with my cutlass and left 
the town as soon as all of the natives of the town had 
perished. 

That was how our life went in the Red-town with the 
Red-people and the Red-king and how we saw the end 
of them in their new town. 

So we started our journey to unknown Deads' Town, 
where my palm-wine tapster who had died in my town 
long ago was and we were travelling inside bush to bush 
as before, but the bush in which we were travelling by 
that time was not so thick and was not so fearful too. 
But as we were going on, my wife told me that we should 
not stop in there two days and nights before we should 
reach the place that we met the Red-lady that ·we 
followed to the Red-town and before we could reach that 
place, we should travel about fifty-five miles . But when 
we had travelled both day and night for two days, we 
reached there and stopped and rested there for two days. 
After that we started our journey to an unknown town 
directly, and after we had travelled ninety ni iles to th at 
place, there we met a man who sat down and had a full
bag of load on his front. We asked hin1 where was 
Deads' Town, and he told us that he knew, and it was 
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the very town that he was going to at present. When he 
told us so, then we told him that we should follow him 
to the town, but when he heard so from us, he begged 
us to help him to carry his load which was on his front. 
Of course, we did not know what was inside the bag, but 
the bag was full, and he told us that we should not put 
the load down from bead until we should reach the said 
town. Again he did not allow us to test the weight of it, 
whether it was heavier than lvhat '\"Ve could carry. Then 
my wife asked him how could a man buy a pig in a bag? 
But the man replied that there was no need of testing 
the load, he said that once we put it on our head either 
it was heavier than what we could carry or not, anyhow 
we should carry it to the tolvn. So we stood before that 
man and his load. But when I thought over that if I 
put it on my head and could not carry it, then I should 
put it dolvn at once, and if that man would force me not 
to put it down, I had gun and cutlass here, I should shoot 
him immediately. 

Then I told the man to put it on my head, but he said 
that two hands must not touch the load. When he said 
so, I asked him what kind of load was this? He replied 
that it was the load which two persons must not know 
the content of. So, I put hope on my gun and I trusted 
my cutlass as God, then I told my wife to put the load 
on my head and she helped me. When I put it on my 
head it. was just like a dead body of a man, it was very 
heavy, but I could carry it easily. So the man was on our 
front and we followed him. 

But after we had travelled about 56 miles, we entered 
into a town and we did not know that he was telling us 
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a lie in saying that he was going to Deads' Town and we 
did not know that the load was the dead body of the prince 
of the town that we entered. That man had mistakenly 
killed hin1 in the farm and was looking for some body 
who would represent him as the killer of the prince. 

WE AN D THE WISE KING IN THE WRONG 
TOWN WITH THE P RINCE KILLER 

Because he (the killer of the Prince) knew that if the 
king realised who killed his son he (king) would kill the 
man instead, so this man did not want to prove out that 
he was the killer of the prince . So when we reached the 
town with him, (not Deads' Town) he told us to wait 
for him in a corner and he went to the king and reported 
to him (king) that somebody had killed his son in the 
bush and he had brought them to the town. Then the 
king sent about thirty of his attendants with the man 
who killed the prince to come and escort us to him with 
the load. When we reached the palace, they loosened 
the bag and saw it was the dead body of the king's son 
(prince) ,  but when the king saw that it was his son, then 
he told his attendants to put us inside a dark room. 

Early in the morning, the king told the attendants to 
wash and dress us with the finest clothes and put us on 
horse and they (attendants) inust take us around the town 
for seven days which meant to enjoy our last life in the 
world for that 7 days, after that he (king) should kill 
us as we killed his son. 

But these attendants and the right man who killed the 
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prince in the bush did not know the king's aim at all. 
When it was early in the morning, the attendants washed 
us and dressed us with costly clothes and dressed the 
horse as well. Then we mounted the horse. After that 
they were following us about in the town, they were 
beating drums, dancing and singing the song of mourning 
for six days, but when it was early on the 7th day's 
morning that we should be killed and they (attendants) 

were taking us around the town for the last time, we 
reached the centre of the town, and there we saw the 
right man who killed the prince and told us to carry him 
(prince) to that town. He pushed us away from the 
horse's back and mounted the horse for himself, and he 
told the attendants that he was the right man who killed 
the king's son in the bush, he said that he was thinking 
that the king would kill him as a revenge and that was 
the reason why he told the king that it was us who 
killed the prince in the bush. This man thought now 
that the king was pleased that somebody killed his son 
in the farm and that was the reason why the king told 
the attendants to dress us and take us on a riding horse 
about in the town , and he told the attendants again to 
take him to the king and repeat the same words in his 
presence. 

So he 'vas taken to the king and he repeated that he 
was the rigbt man who killed his son in the bush. At 
the same time that the king heard so from him, he told 
the attendants to dress him as they had dressed us, then 
the man mounted the horse, and riding it about in the 
town as we had done, as he was on the horse's back, he 
was jumping up and laughing with gladness. When it 

94 



was 5 o'clock in the evening, he was taken to their bush 
reserved for such occasion and he was killed there and 
they presented his dead body to their gods in that reserve
bush. 

After we had spent 1 5  days in that town, then we told 
the king that we wanted to continue our journey to the 
Deads' Town, and he gave us presents and told us the 
shortest way to the Deads' Town. A full loaded bag 
would cause seven days' dance, but there would be a 
" WISE-KING " in the town, as my wife had foresaid . 
This was the end of the story of the bag which I carried 
from the bush to the " wrong town" . 

Then \Ve continued our journey as usual to the Deads' 
Town and when we had travelled for 1 0  days we were 
looking at the Deads' Town about 40 miles away and we 
were not delayed by anything on the way again . But as 
we were looking at the town from a long distance, we 
thought that we could reach there the same day, but not 
at all, \Ve travelled for 6 more days, because as we nearly 
reached there, it would still seem to be very far away to 
us or as if it was running a\vay from us. We did not know 
that anybody who had not died could not enter into that 
town by day tin1e, but when my wife lfnew the secret, 
then she told me that we should stop and rest till night. 
When it was night, then she told me to get up and start 
our journey again. But soon after we started to go , we 
found that we need not travel more than one hour 
before we reached there . Of course we did not enter into 
it until the dawn, because it was an unknown to wn to 
us. 

95 



I AN D MY P ALM-WINE TAP STER. 
IN THE DEA D S '  TOWN 

When it was 8 o'clock in the morning, then we entered 
the town and asked for my palm-wine tapster whom I 
was looking for from my town when he died, but the 
deads asked for his name and I told him that he was called 
" BAITY " before he died, but now I could not definitely 
know his present name as he had died. 

When I told them his name and said that he had died 
in my town , they did not say anything but stayed looking 
at us. When it was about five minutes that they were 
looking at us like that, one of them asked us from where 
did we come? I replied that we were coming from my 
town, then he said where . I told him that it was very 
far away to this town and he asked again were the people 
in that town alives or deads? I replied that the whole of 
us in that town had never died. When he heard that 
from me, he told us to go back to my town where there 
were only alives living, he said that it was forbidden for 
alives to come to the Deads' Town. 

As that dead man told us to go back, I began to beg 
him to allow us to see my palm-wine tapster. So he 
agreed and showed us a house which was not so far from 
the place where we stood, he told us to go there and ask 
for him, but as we turned our back to him (dead man) 
and were going to the house that he showed us, the whole 
of them that stood on that place grew annoyed at the 
same time to see us walking forward or with our face, 
because they were not walking forward there at all, 
but this we did not know. 
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As soon as the dead man who was asking us questions 
saw us moving he ran to us and said that he had told us 
to go back to my town because alives could not come and 
visit any dead man in the Deads' Town, so he told us to 
walk backward or with our back and we did so. But as 
we were walking backward as they themselves were 
walking there, I stumbled over suddenly and as I was 
trying not to fall into a deep pit which was near there, 
I mistakenly turned my face towards the house that he 
showed us. But when he saw me again like that, he 
came to us as before and said that he would not allow 
us to go to the house any more, because people were not 
walking forward in that town. Then I begged him again 
and explained to him that we came to see him (palm
wine tapster) from a very far town. But I stumbled on 
a sharp stone in that pit, some part of me was scratched 
and bleeding, then we stopped to rub off the blood as it 
was bleeding too much. When this dead man saw that 
we stopped, he came nearer and asked what stopped us, 
then I pointed my finger to the bleeding part of my 
body, but when he saw the blood, he was greatly annoyed 
and dragged us out of the town by force . As he was 
dragging us out of the town, we wanted to beg him, but 
he said, no more excuse. We did not know that all the 
deads did not like to see blood at all, and it was that day 
I knew. He dragged us out of their town and told us to 
stay there and we did as he said. Then he went back 
to the house of my tapster and told him that two alives 
were waiting for him. After a few minutes, my palm
wine tapster came, but immediately he saw us, he 
thought that I had died before coming there, so he 
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gave the sign of deads to us, but we were unable to 
reply to him, because we never died, and at the same 
time that he reached us, he knew that we could not live 
with them in the town as we could not reply to his signal, 
then before we started any conversation, he built a small 
house there for us. After that we put our loads inside the 
house, but to my surprise, this my tapster was also 
walking backward and he was not walking like that 
before he died in my town. After he had built the house, 
he went back to the town and brought food and ten kegs 
of palm-wine for us. As we were very hungry before 
reaching there, we ate the food to excess and when I 
tasted the palm-·wine, I could not take my mouth away 
until I drank the whole ten kegs. After that we started 
conversation which went thus-I told him that after he 
had died, I wanted to die \vith him and follow him to 
this Deads' Town because of the palm-wine that he was 
tapping for me and nobody could tap it for me like him, 
but I could not die .  So one day, I called two of my friends 
and went to the farm, then we began to tap for ourselves, 
but it did not taste like the \\ine he was tapping before 
he died. But when all my friends saw that if they come 
to my house there was no more palm-wine to drink again, 
then they were leaving me one by one until all of them 
went away, even if I should see one of them at outside 
and call him, he would only say that he would come, but 
I would not see him come. 

Though my father's house was full of people before, 
nobody at present was coming there. So one day, I 
thought what I could do, then I thought ·within myself 
that I should find him (palm-wine tapster) wherever 
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he might be and tell him to follow me to my father's 
town and begin to tap palm-wine for me as usual. So I 
started my journey early in the morning, and at every 
town or village that I reached I asked them whether 
they had seen him or knew where he was, but some 
would say unless I should help them to do something, 
they would not tell. Then I showed the tapster my wife 
and to1d of how, when I 'vent to a certain town and her 
father who was the head of that town received me as his 
gu est, my wife was taken to a far forest by a gentleman 
who afterwards was reduced to a ' Skull ' and how I went 
there and brought her to her father, so after he had seen 
the wonderful work which I did for him, then he gave 
her to me as a wife and after I had spent about one and 
half or more years with them there, then I took her and 
sought him about. And how before reaching here, we 
met much difficulty in the bush, because there was no 
road to this Deads' Town and we were travelling from 
bush to bush every day and night, even many times, we 
were travelling from branches to branches of trees for 
many days before touching ground and it was ten years 
since I had left my town. Now I was exceedingly glad 
to meet him here and I should be most grateful if he 
would follow me back to my town. 

So after I had related how the story went to him, he 
did not talk a single word , but he went back to the town, 
and after a while, he brought about twenty kegs of palm
wine for me, then I started to drink it. After that he 
started his own story :-He said that after he had died 
in my town, he went to a certain place, which anybody 
who just died must go to first, because a person who just 
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died could not come here (Deads' Town) directly. He 
said that when he reached there, he spent two years in 
training and after he had qualified as a full dead man, 
then he came to this Deads' Town and was living with 
deads and he said that he could not say what happened 
to him before he died in my town. But when he said so, 
I told him that he fell do'vn from a palm-tree on a 

Sunday evening when he was tapping palm-wine and 
we buried him at the foot of the very palm-tree on which 
he fell. 

Then he said that if that should be the case, he over
drank on that day. 

After that, he said that he came back to my house on 
the very night that he fell and died at the farm and looked 
at everyone of us, but ·we did not see him, and he was 
talking to us, but ·we did not answer, then he went away. 
He told us that both white and black deads were living 
in the Deads' Town, not a single alive was there at all. 
Because everything that they were doing there was in
correct to alives and everything that all alives were 
doing was incorrect to deads too. 

He said that did I not see that both dead persons and 
their domestic animals of this town were walking back
wards? Then I ans\Yered ' ' Yes. ' '  Then he told me that 
he could not follo'v me back to my town again, because 
a dead man could not live with alives and their charac
teristics would not be the same and said that he would 
give me anything that I liked in the Deads' Town. 
When he said so, I thought over what had happened to 
us in the bush, then I was very sorry for my wife and 
myself and I was then unable to drink the palm-wine 
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which he gave me at that moment. Even I myself knew 
already that deads could not live with alives, because I 
had watched their doings and they did not correspond 
with ours at all . When it was five o'clock in the evening, 
he went to his house and brought food for us again and 
he went back after three hours. But when he can1e back 
early in the morning, he brought another 50 kegs of 
palm-wine which I drank first of all that morning. But 
when I thought that he would not follow us to my town, 
and again, my wife was pressing me too much to leave 
there very early, when he came, I told him that we 
should leave here tomorrow morning, then he gave me 
an ' EGG ' .  He told me to keep it as safely as gold and 
said that if I reached my town, I should keep it inside 
my box and said that the use of the egg was to give me 
anything that I wanted in this world and if I wanted to 
use it, I must put it in a big bowl of water, then I would 
mention the name of anything that I wanted. After he 
gave me the egg we left there on the third day after we 
arrived there and he showed us another shorter road 
and it was a really road, not a bush as before. 

Now we started our journey from the Deads' Town 
directly to my home town which I had left for many 
years. As we were going on this road, we met over a 
thousand deads who were just going to the Deads' Town 
and if they saw us coming towards them on that road, 
they would branch into the bush and come back to the 
road at our back. Whenever they saw us, they would be 
making bad noise which showed us that they hated us 

and also were very annoyed to see alives. These deads 
were not talking to one another at all, even they were 
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not talking plain words except murmuring. They always 
seemed as if they were mourning, their eyes would be 
very wild and brown and everyone of them wore white 
clothes without a single stain. 

NONE OF THE DEA DS T O O  YOUN G TO 
ASSAULT .  DEA D - B A B IES ON THE ROAD

MARCH TO THE DEA DS' TOWN 

We met about 400 dead babies on that road who were 
singing the song of mourning and marching to Deads' 
Town at about two o'clock in the mid-night and marching 
towards the town like soldiers, but these dead babies did 
not branch into the bush as the adult-deads were doing 
if they met us, all of them held sticks in their hands. 
But when we saw that these dead babies did not care to 
branch for us then we stopped at the side for them to 
pass peacefully, but instead of that, they started to beat 
us with the sticks in their hands, then we began to run 
away inside the bush from these babies, although we did 
not care about any risk of that bush which might happen 
to us at night, because these dead babies were the most 
fearful creatures for us. But as we were running inside 
the bush very far off that road, they were still chasing 
us until we met a very huge man who had hung a very 
large bag on his shoulder and at the same time that he 
met us, he caught us (my wife and myself) inside the bag 
as a fisherman catches fishes inside his net. But when he 
caught us inside his bag, then all of the dead babies went 
back to the road and went away. As that man caught us 
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with that bag, we met inside it many other creatures 
there which I could not describe here yet, so he was 
taking us far away into the bush. We tried with all our 
power to come out of the bag, but we could not do it, 
because it was woven with strong and thick ropes, its 
size was about 1 50 feet diameter and it could contain 
45 persons. He put the bag on his shoulder as he was 
going and we did not know where he was taking us to by 
that night and again we did not know who was taking 
us away, whether he was a human-being or spirit or if 
he was going to kill us , we never knew yet at all. 

AFRAI D OF TOUCHING TERR.I BLE 
CR.EA TUR.ES IN B A G  

We were afraid of touching the other creatures that we 
met inside that bag, because every part of their bodies 
was as cold as ice and hairy and sharp as sand-paper. 
The air of their noses and mouths was hot as steam, 
none of them talked inside the bag. But as that man was 
carrying us away inside the bush with the bag on his 
shoulder the bag was always striking trees and ground 
but he did not care or stop, and he himself did not talk 
too. As he was carrying us far away into that bush, he 
met a creature of his kind, then he stopped and they began 
to throw the bag to and fro and they would take it up 
again and continue. After a while they stopped that, 
then he kept going as before, but he travelled as far as 
30 miles from that road before daybreak. 
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HARD TO SALUTE EACH OTHER, HARDER TO 
DESCRIBE EACH OTHER, AN D HARDEST TO 

LOOK AT EACH OTHER AT DESTINATION 

Hard to salute each other, harder to describe each other, 
and hardest to look at each other at our destination. 
When it was 8 o'clock in the morning, this huge creature 
stopped when he reached his destination, and turned 
upside-down the bag and the whole of us in the bag came 
down unexpectedly. It was in that place that we saw 
that there were 9 terrible creatures in that bag before 
he caught us. Then we saw each other when we came 
down, but the nine terrible creatures were the hardest 
creatures for us to look at, then we saw the huge creature 
who was carrying us about in the bush throughout that 
night, he was just like a giant, very huge and tall, his 
head resembled a big pot of about ten feet in dian1eter, 
there were two large eyes on his forehead which were 
as big as bowls and his eyes would be turning whenever 
he was looking at somebody. He could see a pin at a dis
tance of about three miles. His both feet were very long 
and thick as a pillar of a house, but no shoes could size 
his feet in this world. The description of the 9 terrible 
creatures in the bag is as follows. These 9 terrible crea
tures were short or 3 feet high, their skin as sharp as 
sand-paper with small short horns on their palms, very 
hot steam was rushing out of their noses and mouths 
whenever breathing, their bodies were as cold as ice 
and we did not understand their language, because it 
was sounding as a church bell. Their hands were thick 
about 5 inches and very short, with fingers, and also 
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their feet were just like blocks. They had no shape at 
all like human-beings or like other bush-creatures that 
we met in the past, their heads were covered with a kind 
of hair like sponge. Though they were ver:y smart while 
walking, of course their feet would be sounding on either 
hard or soft ground as if somebody was walking over 
or knocking a covered deep hole . But immediately we 
came down with them from the bag and when my wife 
and I n1yself saw these terrible creatures,  we closed our 
eyes, because of their terrible and fearful appearance. 
After a while , the huge creature carried us to another 
place, opened a rise-up hill which was in that place, he 
told the whole of us to enter it, then he followed us and 
closed the hole back, we not knowing that he would not 
kill us but he had only captured us as slaves. When we 
entered the hole, there we met other more fearful 
creatures who I could not describe here . So when it was 
early in the morning, he took us out of the hole and showed 
us his farm to clear as the other more fearful creatures 
we met in the hole were doing. As I was working with 
these nine creatures in the farm, one day, one of them 
abused me with their language which I did not under
stand, then we started to fight, but when the rest saw 
that I wanted to kill him, then the whole of them started 
to fight me one by one. I killed the first one who faced 
me, then the second came and I killed him too, so I killed 
all of them one by one until the last one came who was 
their champion. When I started to fight him, he began to 
scrape my body with his sand-paper body and also with 
small thorns on his pa] ms, so that ever:y part of my body 
was bleeding. But I tried with all my power to knock 
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him down and I was unable to as I could not grip him 
firmly with my han ds, so he knocked me down and I 
fainted. Of course, I could not die because we had sold 
our death away. I did not know that my wife hid herself 
behind a big tree which was near the farm and that she 
was looking at us as we were fighting. 

As there remained only the champion of the nine 
terrible creatures, when he saw that I had fainted, he 
went to a kind of plant and cut 8 leaves on it. But my 
wife was looking at him by that time. Then he came back 
to his people. After that, he squeezed the leaves with 
both his palms until water came out, then he began to 
put the water into the eyes of his people one by one and 
the whole of them woke up at once and all of them went 
to our boss (the huge creature who brought us to that 
place) to report what had happened in the farm to him. 
But at the same time that they left the farm, my wife 
went to that plant and cut one leaf and did as the cham
pion did to his people, and when she pressed the water 
in that leaf to my eyes, then I woke up at once . As she 
had managed to take our loads before she left that hole and 
followed us to the farm, we escaped from that farm and 
before the nine terrible creatures reached the hole of 
our boss, we had gone far away. That was how we were 
saved from the huge creature who caught us in his bag. 

As '"e had escaped, we were travelling both day and 
night so that the huge creature might not re-capture us 

again. When we travelled for two and half days, we 
reached the Deads' road from which dead babies drove 
us , and when we reached there, we could not travel on it 
because of fearful dead babies, etc. which were still on it. 
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" TO TRAVEL IN THE BUSH WAS MORE 
DANGEROUS AND TO TRAVEL ON THE DEADS' 

ROAD WAS THE MOST DANGEROUS " 

Then we began to travel inside the bush, but closely to 
the road, so that we might not be lost in the bush again. 

When we had travelled for two \veeks, I began to see 
the leaves which were suitable for the preparation of 
my juju, then we stopped and prepared four kinds which 
could save us whenever and wherever we met any 
dangerous creature. 

As I had prepared the juju, we did not fear anything 
which might happen to us inside the bush and we were 
travelling both day and night as we liked. So one night, 
we met a " hungry-creature " who was always crying 
" hungry " and as soon as that he saw us, he was coming 
to us directly. When he was about five feet away from 
us, we stopped and looked at him, because I had got 
some ju.ju in hand already and because I remembered 
that \Ve had sold our death before entering inside the 
white tree of the Faithful-Mother, and so I did not care 
about approaching him. But as he was coming to,vards 
us, he was asking us repeatedly whether we had anything 
for him to eat and by that time \Ve had only bananas 
which were not ripe . We gave him the bananas but he 
swallowed all at the same moment and began to ask for 
another thing to eat again and he did not stop crying 
" hungry-hungry-hungry " once, but when we could 
not bear his crying, then we loosened our loads . Perhaps 
we could get another edible thing there to give him, but 
we found only a spilt bean and before we gave it to him, 
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he had taken it from us and swallowed it without hesita
tion and began to cry " hungry-hungry-hungry " as 
usual. We did not know that this ' ' hungry-creature ' '  
could not satisfy with any food in  this world, and he 
might eat the whole food in this world, but he would 
be still feeling hungry as if he had not tasted anything 
for a year. But as we were searching our loads, as perhaps 
we could get something for him again, the egg which 
my tapster gave me in the Deads' Town fell down from 
my wife. The hungry-creature saw it, and. he wanted to 
take it and swallow but my wife was very cle-ver to pick 
it up before him. 

When he saw that he could not pick it up before my 
wife, then he began to fight her and he said that he 
wanted to swallow her. As this hungry-creature was 
fighting with my wife, he did not stop to cry " hungry "  
once. But when I thought within myself that he might 
harm us, then I performed one of my jujus and it changed 
my wife and our loads to a wooden-doll and I put it in 
my pocket. But when the hungry-creature saw my wife 
no more, he told me to bring out the wooden-doll for 
identification, so I brought it and he was asking me with 
doubtful mind, was this not my wife and loads? Then I 
replied that it was not my wife etc. , but it only resembled 
her, so he gave the wooden-doll back to me, then I 
returned it to my pocket as before and I kept going. But 
he was following me as I was going on, and still crying 
" hungry".  Of course, I did not listen to him. When he 
had travelled with me to a distance of about a mile, he 
asked me again to bring out the wooden-doll for more 
identification and I brought it out to him, then he looked 
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at it for more than ten minutes and asked me again was 
this not my wife ? I replied that it was not my wife etc. 
but it only resembled her, then he gave it to me back 
and I was going as usual, but he was still following me 
and crying " hungry " as well. When he had travelled 
with me again to about two miles, he asked for it for 
the third time and I gave it to him, but as he held it he 
looked at it more than an hour and said that this was my 
wife and he swallowed it unexpectedly. As he swallowed 
the wooden-doll, it meant �e swallowed my wife, gun, 
cutlass, egg and load and nothing remained with me 
again, except my juju. 

So immediately he had swallowed the wooden-doll, 
he was going far away from me and crying ' ' hungry ' '  as 
well. Now the wife was lost and how to get her back from 
the hungry-creature's stomach? For the safety of an 

egg the wife was in hungry-creature's stomach. As I 
stood in that place and was looking at him as he was going 
far away, I saw him go so far from me that I could hardly 
see him, then I thought that my wife, who had been 
following me about in the bush to Deads' Town had not 
shrunk from any suffering, so I said that, she should not 
leave me like this and I would not leave her for the 
hungry-creature to carry away. So I followed, and 
when I met him I told him to vomit out the wooden
doll which he had swallowed, but he refused to vomit 
it out totally. 
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B OTH WIFE AN D HUSBAN D IN THE 
HUNGRY-CREATURE' S STOMACH 

I said that, rather than leave my wife with him, I would 
die with him, so I began to fight him, but as he was not 
a human-being, he swallowed me too and he was still 
crying " hungry "  and going away with us. As I was in 
his stomach, I commanded my juju which changed the 
wooden-doll back to my wife, gun, egg, cutlass and loads 
at once. Then I loaded the gun and fired into his stomach, 
but he walked for a few yards before he fell down, and 
I loaded the gun for the second time and shot him again. 
After that I began to cut his stomach with the cutlass, 
then we got out from his stomach with our loads etc. 
That was how we were freed from the hungry-creature, 
but I could not describe him fully here, because it was 
about 4 o'clock a .m. and that time was very dark too. 
So we left him safely and thanked God for that. 

We started our journey again to my home town after 
we left the hungry-creature, but as he had carried 
us far into the bush, we could not trace out our way to 
the deads' road again, so we were travelling in the middle 
of the bush. But when we had travelled for 9 days, we 
entered a to,vn in which we met mixed people, and before 
\Ve reached the " mixed town " my wife was seriously 
ill, then \Ve went to a man who resembled a human
being, and he received us as strangers into his house, 
then I began to treat my wife there . They had one native 
court in this " mxed town " and I \Vas always attending 
the court to listen to many cases. But to my surprise, 
one day I 'vas told to judge a case which was brought to 
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the court by a man who had lent his friend a pound (£) . 
The story went thus :-There \Vere two friends, one 

of these two friends was money borrower, he had no 
other work than to borrow and he was feeding on any 
money that he was borrowing. One day, he borrowed £1  
from his friend. After a year his friend \Vho lent him the 
money, asked him to refund the £ 1 to him, but the 
borrower said that he would not pay the £ 1 and said that 
he had never paid any debit since he was borro·wing 
money and since he was born. When his friend who lent 
him the £1  heard so from him, he said nothing, but 
went back to his house quietly. One day, the lender heard 
information that there was a debit-collector who was bold 
enough to collect debits from anybody whatsoever. Then 
he (lender) went to the debit-collector and told him that 
some body owed him £ 1 since a year, but he refused to 
pay it back; after th e debit-collector heard so, then both 
of them went to the house of the borro\ver. When he had 
showed the house of the borrower to the collector, he 
went back to his home. 

When the debit-collector asked for the £ 1 which he 
(borrower) had borrowed from his friend since a year, 
the debitor (borrower) replied that he never paid any of 
his debits since he was born , then the debit-collector said 
that he never failed to collect debits from any debitor 
since he had begun the work. The collector said further
more that to collect debits about was his profession and 
he was living on it . But after the debitor heard so from 
the collector, he also said that his profession was to owe 
debits and he was living only on debits. In conclusion, 
both of them started to fight but, as they were fighting 
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fiercely, a man who was passing that way at that time 
saw them and he came nearer; he stood behind them 
looking at them, because he was very interested in this 
fight and he did not part them. But when these two 
fellows had fought fiercely for one hour, the debitor who 
owed the £1  pulled out a jack-knife from his pocket and 
stabbed himself at the belly, so he fell down and died 
there. But when the debit-collector saw that the debitor 
died, he thought within himself that he had never failed 
to collect any debit from any debitor in this world since 
he had started the work and he (collector) said that if he 
could not collect the £1 from him (debitor) in this world, 
he (collector) would collect it in heaven. So he (collector) 

also pulled out a jack-knife from his pocket and stabbed 
himself as well, and he fell down and died there. 

As the man who stood by and looking at them was very, 
very interested in that fight, he  said that he wanted to 
see the end of the fight, so he jumped up and fell down 
at the same spot and died there as well so as to witness 
the end of the fight in heaven. So when the above state
ment was given in the court, I was asked to point out 
who was guilty, either the debit-collector, debitor, the 
man who stood by looking at them when fighting, or 
the lender? 

But first of all, I was about to tell the court that the 
man who stood by them looking at them was guilty, 
because he should have asked about the matter and 
parted them, but when I remembered that the debitor 
and collector were doing their work on which both of 
them were living, then I could not blame the man who 
stood looking at them and again I could not blame the 
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collector, because he was doing his work and also the 
debitor himself because he was struggling for what he 
was living on. But the whole people in the court insisted 
me to point out who was guilty among them al(. Of 
course when I had thought it over for two hours, then 
I adjourned the judgement for a year, and the court 
closed for that day. 

So when the judgement was adjourned for a year, then 
I came back home and started to treat my wife as before, 
but when the judgement of the case 'vhich I adjourned 
remained four months, I was called again to the court 
to judge another case which went thus :-

There was a man who had three wives, these three 
wives loved him so much that they were following him 
(husband) to wherever he wanted to go, and the husband 
loved them as well . One day, this man (husband) was 
going to another town which was very far away, and his 
three wives followed him. But as they were travelling 
from bush to bush, this man (husband) stumbled over, 
he fell down unexpectedly and died at once . As these 
three wives loved him, the one who was the senior '"ife 
said that she must die with their husband so she died 
with him. Now there remained the second to the senior 
and the last one or third of the wives. Then the second 
to the senior who had died with their husband, said 
that she knew a ' Wizard ' who was living in that area, 
and his work was to wake deads, she said that she would 
go and call him to come and wake their husband with 
the senior wife then the third wife said that she would 
be watching both dead-bodies so that wild animals might 
not eat them before the Wizard would come. So she 
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waited watching the dead-bodies before the arrival of 
the second wife with the Wizard. But before an hour, 
the second wife returned with the Wizard and he woke 
up their husband with the senior wife 'vho died with 
their husband. After the husband woke up, he thanked 
the Wizard greatly and asked how much he would take 
for the wonderful work which he  had done, but the 
Wizard said that he  did not want money, but would be 
very much grateful if he (husband) could give him 
(Wizard) one of his three wives. When the husband heard 
that from the Wizard, he chose the senior wife who died 
with him for the Wizard but she (senior wife) refused 
totally; after that, he offered the second wife (who went 
and called the Wizard who woke the husband an d senior 
wife up) to the Wizard, but she refused as well, then he 
chose the third wife who was watching the dead bodies 
of their husband and senior wife and she refused too. 
But when their husband saw that none of his wives 
wanted to follow the Wizard , then he told the Wizard to 
take the whole of them, so when the three wives heard so 
from their husband, they were fighting among them
selves ; unluckily, a police-man was passing by that time 
and he arrested them and charged them to the court. 
So the '\'\=hole people in the court wanted me to choose 
one of the wives who was essential for the Wizard. But 
I could not choose any of these wives to the Wizard yet, 
because everyone of them showed her part of love to 
their husband in that the senior wife died with their 
husband, the second wife went and called the Wizard who 
woke the husband and senior wife and the third protected 
the dead bodies from the wild-animals till the second 
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wife brought the Wizard. So I adjourned the judgement 
of the case for a year as well . But before the date of the 
two cases expired my wife was very 

_
well and we left 

that to\vn (mixed town) and before I reached my home 
town , the people of the ' ' mixed town ' '  had sent more 
than four letters, I met the letters at home, to come an d 
judge the two cases, because both were still pending or 
waiting for me. 

So 1 shall be very much grateful if anyone who reads 
this story-book can judge one or both cases and send the 
judgement to me as early as possible, because the whole 
people in the " mixed town " want me very urgently to 
come and judge the two cases. 

After ·we left the " mixed town ",  we travelled more 
than 1 5  d ays before we saw a mountain, then we climbed 
it and met n1ore than a million mountain-creatures as I 
could describe them. 

WE AN D THE MOUNTAIN-CREATURES ON 
THE UNKN OWN-MOUNTAIN 

When we reached the top of this mountain, we met 
uncountable mountain-creatures who resembled human
beings in appearance, but they were not, the top of this 
" Unknown-mountain "  was as flat as a football field and 
every part of it was lighted with various colours of ligh ts 
and decorated as if it was a hall, so these mountain
creatures were dancing in form of circles when we met 
them. But when we reached the middle of them, they 
stopped dancing and we stood among them and we were 
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looking at the bush very far away from that place. As 
these ' ' moun tain-creatures ' '  loved to dance always, 
they asked my wife to join them and she did. 

TO SEE THE MOUNTAIN-CREATURES WAS 
NOT DAN GEROUS BUT TO DANCE WITH 

THEM WAS THE MOST DAN GEROUS 

They were very pleased as my wife \Vas dancing with 
them, but when my wife felt tired, these creatures were 
not tired , then my wife stopped, and when they saw her 
all of them were greatly annoyed and dragged her to 
continue with them and when she started again, she 
became tired before them, so she stopped as before, then 
they came to her and said that she must dance until she 
should be released. But as she was dancing again and 
"-hen I saw that she was exceedingly tired and these 
creatures did not stop at all, then I went to her and said 
to her " let us go," but as she was following me, these 
creatures grew annoyed with me. They wanted to take 
her back to the dance from me by force. So I performed 
my juju there again, and it changed my wife into the 
\vooden-doll as usual, then I put it into my pocket, and 
they saw her no more. 

But when she had disappeared from their presence 
they told me to find her out at once and grew annoyed 
by that time, so I started to run a\vay for my life because 
I could not face them to fight at all. As I was running 
a\vay from them, I could not run more than 300 yards 
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before the whole of them caught me and surrounded me 
there ; of course,  before they could do anything to me, 
I myself had changed into a flat pebble and was throwing 
myself along the way to my home town. 

But these " mountain-creatures " were still following 
me and trying their best to catch me as I was a pebble, 
although, they were unable to catch it until I (pebble) 
reached the river which crossed the road to my town and 
also the river was near my town. But before reaching 
the river, I was very tired and nearly broke into two, 
because of striking harder stones as I was throwing my
self, but at the same time that I reached the river, they 
nearly caught me there . But without any ado, I threw 
myself to the other side of the river and before touching 
the ground, I had changed myself into man, and also 
my wife, gun ,  egg, cutlass and loads as usual and at the 
same time that we touched the ground, we bade the 
" mountain-creatures " good-bye and they were looking 
at us as we were going, because they must not cross the 
river at all . That was how we left the " mountain
creatures" .  So from that river to my home town was 
only a few minutes to reach. Then we entered on my 
father's land, and no harm or bad creatures came again. 

When it  was 7 o'clock early in the morning, we reached 
my town, then we entered my parlour, but at the same 
time that my town's people saw that I returned, they 
rushed to my house and greeted us. So both of us reached 
my town safely and I met my parents safely too, with 
all my old friends who were coming to my house and 
drinking palm-wine with me before I left. 

After that, I sent for 200 kegs of palm-wine and drank 
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it together with my old friends as before I left home.  
Immediately I reached my home, I entered my room 
and opened my box, then I hid the egg which my palm
wine tapster gave from the Deads' Town. And so all 
our trials, difficulties and many years' travel brought 
only an egg or resulted in an egg. 

But on the third day after we arrived home, my wife 
and I went to her father in his town and met them also 
in good condition, then we returned after we had spent 
three days there. That was how the story of the palm
wine drinkard and his dead palm-wine tapster went. 

Before reaching my town, there was a great famine 
(FAMINE) , and it killed millions of the old people and 
uncountable adults and children, even many parents 
were killing their children for food so as to save themselves 
after they had eaten both domestic animals and lizards 
etc. Every plant and tree and river dried away for lack 
of the rain, and nothing for the people to eat remained. 

THE CAlJSES OF THE FAMINE 

In the olden days, both Land and Heaven were tight 
friends as they were once human-beings. So one day, 
Heaven came down from heaven to Land his friend and 
he told him to let them go to the bush and hunt for the 
bush animals ; Land agreed to what Heaven told him. 
After that they 'vent into a bush ·with their bows and 
arrows, but after they had reached the bush , they 'vere 
hunting for animals from morning till 1 2  o'clock a .m. ,  
but nothing was killed in that bush, then they left that 
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bush and went to a big field and were hunting there till 
5 o'clock in the evening and nothing was killed there as 
well . After that, they left there again to go to a forest 
and it was 7 o'clock before they could find a mouse and 
started to hunt for another, so that they might share 
them one by one, because the one they had killed already 
was too small to share, but they did not kill any more. 
After that they came back to a certain place with the 
one that they had killed and both of them were thinking 
how to share it. But as this mouse was too small to divide 
into two and these two friends were also greedy, Land 
said that he would take it away and Heaven said that 
he would take it away. 

WHO WILL TAKE THE MOUSE ? 

But who would take the mouse ? So Land refused totally 
for Heaven to take it and Heaven refused totally for 
Land to take it away and Land said that he was senior 
to Heaven and Heaven said that too, but when they 
argued for many hours, both were vexed and went away, 
and they left the mouse there . Heaven returned to 
heaven his home and Land went back to his house on 
the earth. 

But when Heaven reached the heaven, he stopped rain 
fall ing to the earth even he did not send dew to the earth 
at all, and everything dried away on earth, and nothing 
remained for the people of the world 'ivith which to feed 
themselves, so both living creatures and non-livings be
gan to die away. 
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AN EGG FE D THE WHOLE WOR.L D 

Now as there was a great famine before I arrived in n1y 
town, so I went to my room and put water into a bowl 
and put the egg inside it, then I commanded the egg to 
produce food and drinks which my wife and my parents 
and myself would eat, but before � second there I saw 
that the room had become full of varieties of food and 
drinks, so we ate and drank to our satisfaction. After 
that, I sent for all of my old friends and gave them the 
rest of the food and the drinks, after that, the whole of 
us began to dance and when they required more, then 
I commanded the egg again and produced many kegs 
and drank it, after that, my friends asked me how did 
I manage to get these things. They said for 6 years, they 
never tasted water and palm-wine at all, then I told 
them that I brought the palm-wine etc. from the Deads' 
Town. 

And it was a late hour in the night before they went 
back to their houses . But to my surprise, I did not get up 
from my bed early in the morning before they came and 
woke me up and they increased by 60 per-cent, so when 
I saw them like that, I entered into my room where I 
hid the egg and opened the box, I put it in the bowl with 
water and commanded it as usual, so it produced both 
food and drinks for all of them (friends) etc. , and I left 
them in my parlour, because they did not go in time. 
Now, the news of the wonderful egg was spreading from 
town to town and from village to village. One morning 
when I woke up from my bed, it was hard to open the 
door of my house, because all the people from various 
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towns and villages had come and waited there to eat, even 
they were too numerous to count and before 9 o'clock 
my town could not contain strangers. So when it was 
ten o'clock and when the whole of these people sat down 
quietly, then I corr1m anded the egg as before and at 
once, it produced food and drinks for each of these people, 
so that everyone of them who had not eaten for a year, 
ate and drank to his or her satisfaction, then they took 
the rest of the food etc. to their towns or houses . But after 
the whole of them had gone away temporarily, then I 
commanded the egg to produce a lot of money and it 
produced it at once, so I hid it somewhere in my room. 
As everyone of those people knew that whenever they 
come to rr1y house they would eat and drink as he or she 
liked, so it would not be two o'clock in the mid-night 
before people would be arriving from the various towns 
and villages to my house and they were bringing their 
children and old people along with them. All the kings 
and their attendants came too. When I could not sleep 
because of their noise, then I got up from bed and I 
·wanted to open the door, but they rushed violently into 
the house and d amaged the d0<?r. So when I tried my 
best to push them back and failed, then I told them that 
everyone would not be served unless at outside, but after 
they heard so, they went back to the outside and waited 
at the front of my house. Then I myself got out and 
commanded the egg to supply them 'vith food and drinks. 
Now the people were rapidly increasing from various 
towns or unknown places, but the worst part of it was 
if they came, they would not return again to their towns, 
so I got no chance to sleep once or to rest, except to 
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command the egg throughout the day and night, but 
V\·hen I found that keeping the egg inside the room was 
causing much trouble for me, then I put it together with 
the bowl outside in the middle of these people . 

RECKLESS LIFE AT HOME 

As I had become the greatest man in my town and did 
no other work than to command the egg to produce food 
and drinks, so one day, when I commanded the egg to 
supply the best food and drinks in the world to these 
people, at the same time it did so, but when these people 
ate the food and drank to their satisfaction, they began 
to play and were wrestling with each other until the egg 
was mistakenly smashed, the egg '"ith the bowl broken, 
the egg itself broken into t\vo. Then I took it and gummed 
it. But these people still remained there, even they not 
playing etc. and sorry for the egg which broke, of course, 
when they were feeling hungry again, they asked for food 
etc. as usual. So I brought out the egg and commanded 
it as before, but it could not produce out anything again 
and I commanded it three times in their presence but 
nothing was produced. When these people had waited 
there for four days without eating and drinking any
thing, then they were returning to their towns etc. one 
by one, but they \vere abusing me as they were leav
ing. 
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PAY WHAT YOU OWE ME AN D VOMIT 
WHAT YOU ATE 

After these people had gone back to where they came, 
nobody came to my house as before, and all my friends 
stopped coming too, even whenever I saw them outside 
and saluted them, they would not answer me at all . But 
I did not care for that, because I had a lot of money in 
my room. But as I did not throw the egg away when 
broken, so one day, I went to my room and re-gummed 
it securely, then I commanded it as perhaps it might 
produce food as usual . And to my surprise, it produced 
only millions of leather-whips, but immediately I saw 
what it could produce, I commanded it again to take 
the whips back and it did so at once . After a few days, I 
went to the king and told him to tell his bell ringers to 
ring the bell to every town and village and tell the whole 
people that they should come to my house and eat etc. , 
as before, because my palm-wine tapster who gave me 
the first wonderful egg had sent another egg to me from 
the Deads' Town, and this one was even more powerful 
than the first one which broke. 

But when these people heard so, the 'vhole of them 
came and when I saw that none of them remained 
behind, then I put the egg in the middle of them, after 
that I told one of my friends to command it to produce 
anything it could for them, then I entered my house 
and closed all the windows and doors. When he corr1-
manded it to produce anything it could, the egg produced 
only millions of whips and started to flog them all at 
once, so those who brought their children and old people 
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did not remember to take them away before they escaped. 
All the king's attendants were severely beaten by these 
whips and also all the kings. Many of them ran into the 
bush and many of them died there, especially old people 
and children and many of my friends died as well, 
and it was hard for the rest to find his or her way back 
home, and within an hour none of them remained at 
the front of my house. 

When these whips saw that all the people had gone 
away, then the whole of them (whips) gathered into one 
place and formed an egg as before, but to my astonish
ment it disappeared at the same time. But the great famine 
was still going on seriously in every part of the town, 
although when I saw that many old people began to 
die every day, then I called the rest of the old people 
who remained and told them how we could stop the 
famine. We stopped the famine thus :-We made a 
sacrifice of two fowls, 6 kolas, one bottle of palm oil, and 
6 bitter kolas. Then we killed the fowls and put them in 
a broken pot, after that we put the kolas and poured the 
oil in the pot. The sacrifice was to be carried to Heaven 
in heaven. 

BUT WHO WOUL D CARRY THE SACRIFICE 
TO THE HEAVEN FOR HEAVEN ? 

First we chose one of the king's attendants, but that one 
refused to go, then we chose one of the poorest men in 
the town and he refused also, at last we chose one of the 
king's slaves who took the sacrifice to heaven for Heaven 
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who was senior to Land and Heaven received the 
sacrifice with gladness. The sacrifice meant that Land 
surrendered, that he was junior to Heaven. But when 
the slave carried the sacrifice to heaven and gave it to 
Heaven he (slave) could not reach halfway back to 
the earth before a heavy rain came and when the slave 
was beaten by this heavy rain and when he reached the 
town, he wanted to escape from the rain, but nobody 
would allow him to enter his or her house at all. All the 
people were thinking that he (slave) would carry them 
also to Heaven as he had carried the sacrifice to Heaven, 
and were afraid. 

But when for three months the rain had been falling 
regularly, there was no famine again. 

125 



MY LIFE AND ACTIVITIES 

I am the native of Abeokuta, and I was born in the year 
1 92 0. Abeokuta is 64 miles to Lagos. When I was about 7 
years old, one of my father's cousins whose name is Dalley, 
a nurse in the African hospital, took me from my father to 
his friend Mr. F. 0. Monu, an lbe man, to live with him 
as a servant and to send me to school instead of paying me 
money. 

I started my first education at the Salvation Army School, 
Abeokuta, in the year 1 934, and Mr. Monu was paying my 
school fees regularly, which were 1 /6 a quarter, and also 
buying the school materials, etc . ,  for me. 

But as I had the quicker brain than the other boys in our 
class (Class I infant), I was given the special promotion 
from Class I to Std. I at the end of the year. 

After the school hour or every Saturday, I would go to far 
bush to fetch for firewood, so my master did not spend money 
on this again. 

Having spent two years with my master, he was transferred 
to Lagos in 1 936, and I followed him through his kindness. 
Having reached Lagos, we were living in an upstair at Bliss 
St. , near lta Faj i. 

A few weeks after we arrived in Lagos, I was admitted 
into a school called Lagos High School. No, I was not the 
one who was preparing food, etc. ,  for my master, but a cruel
hearted woman, so, before I could go to the school, which 
is about a mile, this woman would force me to grind pepper, 
to split wood, to wash plates and to draw sufficient water 
from the pump to the house before she would allow me to 
go to the school at about 9 : 30 A.M.,  while the school starts at 
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8: 30. And she would not give me breakfast at all before I 
left home for school. 

In the recess time or at 1 2  o'clock, all the rest of the boys 
in the classes would go out for their food but I alone would 
remain in the class to be studying all the subj ects taught us 
before the recess. When we closed finally at four o'clock 
and I reached home, this woman would only give me a full 
cup of gari instead of two which could satisfy me and again 
she would not put meat in the soup for me. 

This hard-hearted woman was serving my master to his 
entire satisfaction, by this trick she had the chance to save 
some pennies which she ought to use for me. Although I 
had the chance to complain to my master about this ill
treatment, I was afraid that she would drive me away from 
my master through bad reports, because she was very trick
ish and I myself did not want to break my learning. 

I attended this school for a year, and my weekly report 
card columns were always marked l St position on every 
week-end, which means I was the first boy out of 50 boys in 
the class throughout the year. At the end of that year I was 
in the list position out of 1 50 boys and this was the final 
examination of the year. For this reason, the Principal of 
this school promoted me from Std. II to Std. IV and he also 
allowed me to attend the school free of charge for one year. 

But having passed from Std. IV to V the following year, 
I was unable to remain with my master any longer, because 
the severe punishments given to me at home by this woman 
were too much for me, so, on December holiday, I told my 
master that I wanted to go to Abeokuta to visit my father 
and mother. When I reached home, I refused to go back 
to Lagos again, but as my master loved me as his brother or 
son, he came to Abeokuta to know what delayed me. 
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But sti l l  I refused to follow him back to Lagos, because 
I remembered the cruel-hearted woman, and this is the 
way I broke my learning. Again, I started to attend the 
school at Abeokuta once more, the name of this school is 
Anglican Central School, lpose Ake, Abeokuta. At this 
time, I was not under a master, but my father, who was 
living at a village a distance of 23* miles to Abeokuta, was 
paying my school fees and living. But as I was so young at 
that time, whenever I went to my father for my chop money 
and returned to the town (Abeokuta) , this chop money 
would not last me more than 2 weeks before it was finished, 
because it was not sufficient for my requirements at all, 
then I would go around the bush that was near the town to 
fetch for firewood whic� I was selling to earn my living 
temporarily. On Saturday, I would go to my father if I 
needed something from him, but I was trekking this distance 
of 23 * miles instead of joining a lorry, because I had no 
money to pay for transport which was then only 2d. If  I left 
home at 6 o'clock in the morning, I would reach the village 
at about 8 o'clock in the same morning or when my people 
were j ust preparing to go to farm, and this was a great 
surprise to them, because they did not believe that I trekked 
the distance but joined a lorry. Having reached the village 
on that morning and having eaten I would follow my father 
to the farm to assist him till the evening. 

On the following day, which is Sunday, my father would 
give me my chop money plus 2d for transport, then I would 
leave the village at about 5 o'clock in the evening to join 
the lorry at a distance of 5 miles from this village, as from 
there the transport is available to Abeokuta. But instead 
of joining the lorry and paying the 2d to the lorry owner I 
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would keep it in my pocket for other purposes, and I would 
trek the distance to the town. 

One day, when I tired of trekking this distance and I had 
no money with me, I joined a lorry to "stow-away" to my 
iestination, so, this made the lorry owner suspect me that I 
;vas a " stow-away," and my forehead was wounded as a 
�esult of inj uries which gave me a scar on the forehead. 

At the end of that year, I passed from Std. V to VI, and 
tfter I spent nine months on Std. VI my father, who was 
Jaying the school fees, etc. ,  died unexpectedly ( 1 939) .  Now, 
:here was none of my family who volunteered to assist me 
:o further my studies. Then I left the school and went to 
the farm or village, so, I started to make my own farm, as I 
must not touch my father's farm or his properties, as it then 
belonged only to the family. As I was making this farm, my 
:1.im was that if the crops I planted produced fruit I would 
,en it and have some money to pay for the school fees, etc. ,  
because I wanted to complete the Std. VI, but unluckily, 
there were not enough rains in that year which could enable 
the crops to yield well .  Having spent about a year at the 
farm unsuccessfully, I went to my brother at Lagos (we were 
born by the same father and not by the same mother) . Then 
I started to learn smithery. Having qualified for this trade, 
I struggled and joined the W. African Air Corps (RAF) in 
the year 1 944, as a Coppersmith, as blacksmithing also 
pertains to this trade. My rank is AAI, and the number is 
WA / 8624.  

Having demobilized, I tried my possible best to establish 
my own job, but after a few months I was unable to carry 
it on, because I had not sufficient money to establish the 
work and because I had nobody to assist me. Having failed 
in this, I started to go here and there for a better job. So, 
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at that time, all the overseas soldiers had come back in large 
numbers and all were looking for jobs;  when a post was 

vacant, about one hundred persons would rush there. For 
this reason, it was hard for me before I obtained this un
satisfactory job which I am still carrying on at present. 
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