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This handsome volume of selections from Dr.
King’s speeches and writings, created as a “living
memorial” to his philosophies and ideas, focuses
on seven areas of his concerns: The Community
of Man, Racism, Civil Rights, Justice and Freedom,
Faith and Religion, Nonviolence, and Peace. The
message these words convey is as inspiring and
fundamental to life today as it ever was during
his lifetime. As he said, “Human progress is nei-
ther automatic nor inevitable. ... This is no
time for apathy or complacency. This is a time
for vigorous and positive action.”
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INTRODUCTION
by Coretta Scott King

My husband, Martin Luther King, Jr., was a man
who had hoped to be a Baptist preacher to a
large, Southern, urban congregation. Instead, by
the time he died in 1968, he had led millions
of people into shattering forever the Southern
system of segregation of the races. He had fash-
ioned a mass black electorate that eliminated
overt racism from political campaigns and ac-
cumulated political power for blacks beyond any
they had ever possessed in the United States.
Above all, he brought a new and higher dimen-
sion of human dignity to black people’s lives.

I met Martin in Boston in 1952, when he was
twenty-three years old. I had grown up in rural
Alabama, attended Antioch College in Ohio,
and was studying music at the New England
Conservatory. Martin was working toward a
doctor of philosophy degree at Boston Univer-
sity. Before coming to Boston, Martin had
earned a B.A. in sociology from Morehouse Col-
lege in Atlanta and a B.D. from Crozer Theo-
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logical Seminary in Pennsylvania. His father,
Reverend Martin Luther King, Sr., a sharecrop-
per’s son, was pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist
Church in Atlanta. His mother, Alberta Wil-
liams King, was a minister’s daughter. Martin
felt a deeply serious call to the ministry when
he was a seventeen-year-old junior at More-
house. At the age of eighteen he was ordained
and made an assistant pastor at Ebenezer Church.
I thought I did not want to marry a minister,
but Martin was an unusual person. He was such
a good man. If he ever did something a little
wrong, or committed a selfish act, his conscience
devoured him. At the same time he was so alive
and so much fun to be with. He had a strength
that he imparted to me and others that he met.

Martin always had a deep commitment to
helping his fellow human beings. He told me
that the turning point in his thinking about how
to reconcile Christian pacifism with getting
things done came while he was at the seminary,
when he learned about the revered Indian
leader, Mahatma Gandhi. Martin later wrote in
Stride Toward Freedom: “Gandhi was probably
the first person in history to lift the love ethic
of Jesus above mere interaction between indi-
viduals to a powerful and effective social force
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on a large scale. . . . It was in this Gandhian em-
phasis on love and nonviolence that I discovered
the method for social reform that I had been
seeking for so many months.”

Martin and I were married in 1953. The next
year, Martin took up his first pastorate, at the
Dexter Avenue Church in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. We moved back to the South, which was
still the totally segregated society into which we
had been born. In 1954 the United States Su-
preme Court ruled that separate educational fa-
ciliies for black and white children were
unequal and unconstitutional. Further court de-
cisions requiring school integration produced vi-
olent reactions in the South. White Citizens
Councils sprang up in attempts to nullify the
court’s decisions, and the Ku Klux Klan got out
its sheets and hoods and paraded and set crosses
on fire. All public facilities continued to be for-
cibly segregated. High taxes at the voting polling
places prevented most blacks from being able
to cast their ballots.

In Montgomery, some of the most degrading
facets of segregation were the rules of the Mont-
gomery City Bus Lines. Blacks were required to
sit and stand at the rear of the buses, even if
there were empty seats in the front section,
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which was reserved for whites. Furthermore,
blacks had to pay their fares at the front of the
bus, get off and walk to the rear to reboard
through the back door. Drivers often pulled off
and left them after they had paid their fares. On
December 1, 1955, Mrs. Rosa Parks, a woman
highly respected in the black community,
boarded a bus to return home after a day’s work
as a seamstress in adowntown department store.
She sat down in the first row behind the section
reserved for whites. Soon the bus driver ordered
Mrs. Parks to give up her seat to a boarding
white man and stand farther back in the bus.
When she quietly and tiredly refused, the driver
got off the bus to get a policeman, who arrested
her. At the courthouse, Mrs. Parks called her
friend E. D. Nixon, who came down and signed
a bail bond for her. Mr. Nixon phoned Martin
and me the next day to describe the incident
and to urge a boycott of the buses. “It’s the only
way to make the white folks see that we will not
take this sort of thing any longer,” he said.
Martin agreed and offered the Dexter Avenue
Baptist Church as a meeting place. Over forty
leaders from all segments of the black com-
munity came to the meeting. They formed the
Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA),
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elected Martin president, and organized a boy-
cott starting on December 5. For over a year,
the fifty thousand black people in Montgomery
walked and car-pooled to their jobs, schools, and
churches. The white city leadership decided to
find excuses to arrest blacks when they saw that
the boycott was really working. One day, after
picking up three passengers at a parking lot car-
pool station, Martin was followed by a motorcycle
cop. He obeyed all the traffic rules scrupulously,
but when he left off his passengers the cop or-
dered him out of his car and arrested him for go-
ing 30 miles per hour in a 25-mile-per-hour zone.
At the city jail he was thrown into a segregated,
dingy cell with other black protestors. News of
Martin’s arrest spread quickly, and after many
blacks gathered outside the jail, he was finger-
printed and released on his own recognizance.
We began getting death threats and abusive
phone calls. One night, while Martin was at an
MIA mass rally, I was at home with a friend and
our first child, two-month-old Yolanda, when a
bomb hit our front porch and exploded. Alerted
by the threats, we had rushed to the back of the
house instead of the front when we heard the thud
of the bomb, and fortunately no one was hurt.
Such arrests and acts of violence only con-
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solidated the boycotters and raised enthusiasm
for our nonviolent protest movement. We re-
alized the movement was more than local; it was
a surge toward a national, even international,
assertion of the individual’s right to freedom and
self-respect. It led to the Supreme Court’s af-
firmation that Alabama’s laws requiring segre-
gation on buses were unconstitutional. On
December 21, 1956, Montgomery’s buses were
peacefully integrated.

As I wrote later in my book, My Life with
Martin Luther King, Jr., “Montgomery was the
soil in which the seed of a new theory of social
action took root. Black people had found in non-
violent direct action a militant method that
avoided violence but achieved dramatic con-
frontation, which electrified and educated the
whole nation. ... Without hatred or abjectly
bending their knees, the demand for freedom
emerged in strength and dignity. Black people
had been waiting for this, and instinctively they
seized the new method and opened a new era
of social change.”

Martin was now a hero to America’s black peo-
ple. Shortly after the boycott, T7me magazine ran
a cover story on Martin, calling him “the schol-
arly Negro Baptist minister who in little more
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than a year has risen from nowhere to become
one of the nation’s remarkable leaders of men.”

Inspired by the Montgomery bus victory,
movements sprang up in other cities. Martin
thought all these activities should be coordi-
nated to have the broadest good effect. After a
series of meetings, the first of which was held
at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, we
helped found the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) in 1957. Martin was elected
president. From the first, the SCLC was church
oriented in leadership and membership and in
the concept of nonviolence. Martin did not call
for disobedience of all laws, only for disobedi-
ence of unjust laws. He always believed in the
supremacy of a higher moral law.

Between 1957 and 1959, Martin commuted
between Montgomery and SCLC headquarters
in Atlanta. He was invited to preach and lecture
throughout the country. We visited Ghana in
1957, attending that nation’s independence cel-
ebration as guests of Kwame Nkrumah, and in
1959 went on a pilgrimage to India to better
understand Gandhi’s nonviolent philosophy;
there we were received by Prime Minister
Nehru. Toward the end of 1959, Martin realized
he had to devote full time and effort to the civil
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rights struggle, and so in 1960 we left our won-
derful Dexter congregation and moved to At-
lanta, where Martin became copastor with his
father of the Ebenezer Baptist Church.

Demonstrations were continuing throughout
the South with some successes. There were sit-
ins to desegregate lunch counters and restau-
rants. The first group of Freedom Riders, black
and white people organized by the Congress for
Racial Equality to protest segregation on inter-
state buses, left Washington, D.C., by Grey-
hound on May 4, 1961. SCLC backed the
Freedom Rides, and Martin served as chairman
of their coordinating committee. Ten days later
the first bus was burned outside of Anniston,
Alabama. A white mob beat the Riders when
they arrived in Birmingham. They were arrested
in Jackson, Mississippi, and spent two months
in Parchman Penitentiary. But the Freedom
Rides continued.

In Birmingham, one of the most segregated
cities in the country, George Wallace pledged
at his inauguration as governor, “Segregation
now, segregation tomorrow, segregation for-
ever!” Eugene (“Bull’) Connor was Birming-
ham’s Director of Public Safety and relied on
brute force against Negroes and peaceful dem-
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onstrators. He ordered the use of police dogs
and fire hoses against children who were march-
ing in a peaceful protest.

SCLC decided to join the Alabama Christian
Movement for Human Rights in a massive cam-
paign against segregation in Birmingham. Pro-
tests started in April 1963, with lunch-counter
sit-ins. After city officials obtained an Alabama
state court injunction against the demonstrators,
Martin and other leaders determined to defy the
injunction. On Good Friday they set off from
church, marching peacefully. Bull Connor or-
dered them all arrested. Martin used the time
in prison to write his now-famous “Letter from
Birmingham Jail,” in which he explained to a
group of white clergymen publicly critical of his
activities the necessity for peaceful protest to
bring about social change.

While Martin was held incommunicado in jail,
President John Kennedy and Attorney General
Robert Kennedy helped me find out what was
going on. They directed public attention to
the Birmingham situation, which finally culmi-
nated in a real victory for the movement when
white city officials and merchants sat down with
black leaders to hammer out a settlement.
Peaceful integration came because militant non-
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violence forced negotiation and agreement.

After Birmingham, nearly a thousand cities
became engulfed in protests against segregation.
This encouraged us to join in organizing a march
on Washington to dramatize the need for new
federal legislation to integrate blacks completely
into American society. On August 28, 1963, we
participated in a mass rally with 250,000 people
who had traveled from all over the country to
Washington, D.C. Martin delivered his “I Have
a Dream” speech from the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial, and afterward President Kennedy
met with the leaders of the march. Martin wrote
about that day in Why We Can’t Wait: “As tele-
vision beamed the image of this extraordinary
gathering across the border oceans, everyone
who believed in man’s capacity to better himself
had a moment of inspiration and confidence in
the future of the human race. And every dedi-
cated American could be proud that a dynamic
experience of democracy in his nation’s capital
has been made visible to the world.”

In October 1964, we learned that Martin had
been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. He and I
were overcome with pride and joy and a tre-
mendous feeling of responsibility. This was not
just a prize for civil rights but for contributing
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to world peace. Martin said in his acceptance
speech in Oslo, “I feel as though this prize has
been given to me for something that really has
not yet been achieved. It is a commission to go
out and work even harder for the things in which
we believe.” Martin divided the $54,000 prize
among SCLC, Congress of Racial Equality, Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee,
NAACP, National Council of Negro Women,
and the American Foundation on Nonviolence.

By the summer of 1965, President Johnson,
with the support of the civil rights community
and its allies, had pushed through Congress and
signed into law the long-awaited Civil Rights and
Voting Rights acts, which finally put the federal
government behind integration. But many of the
urban ghettos in the North were erupting in
violence. Many Americans were also disturbed
by their country’s drawn-out involvement in the
Vietnam war. In 1965 Martin made a statement:
“I'm not going to sit by and see war escalated
without saying anything about it. It is worthless
to talk about integration if there is no world to
integrate. The war in Vietnam must be stopped.”
In 1966 he agreed to serve as cochairman of
Clergy and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam.

In 1968 Martin was deeply involved in or-
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ganizing a Poor People’s Campaign to demon-
strate in a mass way for economic as well as civil
rights, which he had always considered depen-
dent upon each other. He went to Memphis,
Tennessee, to lead six thousand protestors on a
march in support of striking sanitation workers.
On April 4, while Martin stood talking on the
second-floor balcony of his Memphis motel
room, a sniper shot and killed him. He was
thirty-nine years old.

During his lifetime, Martin wrote three books
and saw his speeches and sermons collected in
two additional volumes. I hope that this collec-
tion of quotations, drawn from these works as
well as from other speeches and articles, will
remind readers what Martin Luther King, Jr.,
lived and stood for and how much remains for
all of us to do today. Martin always pleaded for
positive, constructive action. The triple evils of
poverty, racism, and war were his concerns
wherever they were found in the world. He de-
voted his life to the process of uprooting them.
By reaching into and beyond ourselves and tap-
ping the transcendent ethic of love, we shall
overcome these evils. Love, truth, and the cour-
age to do what is right should be our guideposts
on this lifelong journey.

XX
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“An individual has not started living until he
can rise above the narrow confines of his indi-
vidualistic concerns to the broader concerns of
all humanity.”

“Every man must decide whether he will walk
in the light of creative altruism or the darkness
of destructive selfishness. This is the judgment.
Life’s most persistent and urgent question is,
What are you doing for others?”

“Everybody can be great. Because anybody
can serve. You don’t have to have a college de-
gree to serve. You don’t have to make your
subject and your verb agree to serve. You don’t
have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve.
You don’t have to know Einstein’s theory of
relativity to serve. You don’t have to know the
second theory of thermodynamics in physics to
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serve. You only need a heart full of grace. A
soul generated by love.”

“Love is the only force capable of transform-
ing an enemy into a friend.”

“All men are interdependent. Every nation is
an heir of a vast treasury of ideas and labor to
which both the living and the dead of all nations
have contributed. Whether we realize it or not,
each of us lives eternally ‘in the red.” We are
everlasting debtors to known and unknown men
and women. When we arise in the morning, we
go into the bathroom where we reach for a
sponge which is provided for us by a Pacific is-
lander. We reach for soap that is created for us
by a European. Then at the table we drink coffee
which is provided for us by a South American,
or tea by a Chinese, or cocoa by a West African.
Before we leave for our jobs we are already
beholden to more than half of the world.”

“All too many of those who live in affluent
America ignore those who exist in poor Amer-
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ica, in doing so, the affluent Americans will
eventually have to face themselves with the
question that Eichmann chose to ignore: How
responsible am I for the well-being of my fel-
lows? To ignore evil is to become an accomplice
to it.”

“It is still one of the tragedies of human his-
tory that the ‘children of darkness’ are fre-
quently more determined and zealous than the
‘children of light.””

“Mammoth productive facilities with com-
puter minds, cities that engulf the landscape and
pierce the clouds, planes that almost outrace
time—these are awesome, but they cannot be
spiritually inspiring. Nothing in our glittering
technology can raise man to new heights, be-
cause material growth has been made an end in
itself, and, in the absence of moral purpose, man
himself becomes smaller as the works of man
become bigger. Gargantuan industry and gov-
ernment, woven into an intricate computerized
mechanism, leave the person outside. The sense
of participation is lost, the feeling that ordinary
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individuals influence important decisions van-
ishes, and man becomes separated and dimin-
ished.

“When an individual is no longer a true par-
ticipant, when he no longer feels a sense of re-
sponsibility to his society, the content of
democracy is emptied. When culture is de-
graded and vulgarity enthroned, when the social
system does not build security but induces peril,
inexorably the individual is impelled to pull
away from a soulless society. This process pro-
duces alienation—perhaps the most pervasive
and insidious development in contemporary so-
ciety.”

“Moral principles have lost their distinctive-
ness. For modern man, absolute right and ab-
solute wrong are a matter of what the majority
is doing. Right and wrong are relative to likes
and dislikes and the customs of a particular com-
munity. We have unconsciously applied Ein-
stein’s theory of relativity, which properly
described the physical universe, to the moral and
ethical realm.”



THE COMMUNITY OF MAN

“We are prone to judge success by the index
of our salaries or the size of our automobiles,
rather than by the quality of our service and
relationship to humanity.”

“As long as there is poverty in the world I can
never be rich, even if I have a billion dollars.
As long as diseases are rampant and millions of
people in this world cannot expect to live more
than twenty-eight or thirty years, I can never be
totally healthy even if I just got a good checkup
at Mayo Clinic. I can never be what I ought to
be until you are what you ought to be. This is
the way our world is made. No individual or
nation can stand out boasting of being inde-
pendent. We are interdependent.”

“In a multiracial society no group can make
it alone. It is a myth to believe that the Irish,
the Italians, and the Jews...rose to power
through separatism. It is true that they stuck
together. But their group unity was always
enlarged by joining in alliances with other
groups such as political machines and trade
unions. To succeed in a pluralistic society,
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and an often hostile one at that, the Negro
obviously needs organized strength, but that
strength will only be effective when it is consol-
idated through constructive alliances with the
majority group.”

“In the final analysis the white man cannot
ignore the Negro’s problem, because he is a part
of the Negro and the Negro is a part of him.
The Negro’s agony diminishes the white man,
and the Negro’s salvation enlarges the white
man.

“What is needed today on the part of white
America is a committed altruism which recog-
nizes this truth. True altruism is more than the
capacity to pity; it is the capacity to empathize.
Pity is feeling sorry for someone; empathy is
feeling sorry with someone. Empathy is fellow
feeling for the person in need—his pain, agony,
and burdens. I doubt if the problems of our
teeming ghettos will have a great chance to be
solved until the white majority, through genuine
empathy, comes to feel the ache and anguish of
the Negroes’ daily life.”



THE COMMUNITY OF MAN

“Our cultural patterns are an amalgam of black
and white. Our destinies are tied together.
There is no separate black path to power and
fulfillment that does not have to intersect with
white roots. Somewhere along the way the two
must join together, black and white together,
we shall overcome, and I still believe it.”

“We must develop and maintain the capacity
to forgive. He who is devoid of the power to
forgive is devoid of the power to love. There is
some good in the worst of us and some evil in
the best of us. When we discover this, we are
less prone to hate our enemies.”

“Forgiveness is not an occasional act; it is a
permanent attitude.”

“A man who won’t die for something is not
fit to live.”

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where
he stands in moments of comfort and conven-
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ience, but where he stands at times of challenge
and controversy. The true neighbor will risk his
position, his prestige, and even his life for the
welfare of others. In dangerous valleys and haz-
ardous pathways, he will lift some bruised and
beaten brother to a higher and more noble life.”

“Courage faces fear and thereby masters it.
Cowardice represses fear and is thereby mas-
tered by it. Courageous men never lose the zest
for living even though their life situation is zest-
less; cowardly men, overwhelmed by the un-
certainties of life, lose the will to live. We must
constantly build dikes of courage to hold back
the flood of fear.”

“Many people fear nothing more terribly than
to take a position which stands out sharply and
clearly from the prevailing opinion. The ten-
dency of most is to adopt a view that is so am-
biguous that it will include everything and so
popular that it will include everybody. Not a
few men who cherish lofty and noble ideals hide
them under a bushel for fear of being called
different.”

10
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* * *

“We must accept finite disappointment, but
we must never lose infinite hope.”

“I have the audacity to believe that peoples
everywhere can have three meals a day for their
bodies, education and culture for their minds,
and dignity, equality, and freedom for their spir-
its. I believe that what self-centered men have
torn down, other-centered men can build up.”

II






RACISM






“Every parent at some time faces the problem
of explaining the facts of life to his child. Just
as inevitably, for the Negro parent, the moment
comes when he must explain to his offspring the
facts of segregation. My mother took me on her
lap and began by telling me about slavery and
how it had ended with the Civil War. She tried
to explain the divided system of the South—the
segregated schools, restaurants, theaters, hous-
ing; the white and colored signs on drinking
fountains, waiting rooms, lavatories—as a social
condition rather than a natural order. Then she
said the words that almost every Negro hears
before he can yet understand the injustice that
makes them necessary: “You are as good as any-

»”»

one.

“My mother, as the daughter of a successful
minister, had grown up in comparative comfort.
She had been sent to the best available school
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and college and had, in general, been protected
from the worst blights of discrimination. But my
father, a sharecropper’s son, had met its brutal-
ities at first hand, and had begun to strike back
at an early age.

“l remembered riding with him {one day in
my childhood} when he accidentally drove past
a stop sign. A policeman pulled up to the car
and said, ‘All right, boy, pull over and let me
see your license.’

“My father replied indignantly, ‘I'm no boy.’
Then, pointing to me, ‘This is a boy. I’'m a man,
and until you call me one, I will not listen to
you.’

“The policeman was so shocked that he wrote
the ticket up nervously and left the scene as
quickly as possible.

“With this heritage, it is not surprising that I
had ... learned to abhor segregation, consid-
ering it both rationally inexplicable and morally
unjustifiable.”

“The straitjackets of race prejudice and dis-
crimination do not wear only Southern labels.
The subtle, psychological technique of the
North has approached in its ugliness and victim-
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ization of the Negro the outright terror and
open brutality of the South.”

“There is little hope for us until we become
tough-minded enough to break loose from the
shackles of prejudice, half-truths, and downright
ignorance.”

“Being a Negro in America is not a comfort-
able existence. It means being a part of the com-
pany of the bruised, the battered, the scarred,
and the defeated. Being a Negro in America
means trying to smile when you want to cry. It
means trying to hold on to physical life amid
psychological death. It means the pain of watch-
ing your children grow up with clouds of infe-
riority in their mental skies. It means having
your legs cut off, and then being condemned for
being a cripple. It means seeing your mother
and father spiritually murdered by the slings and
arrows of daily exploitation, and then being
hated for being an orphan. Being a Negro in
America means listening to suburban politicians
talk eloquently against open housing while ar-
guing in the same breath that they are not racists.

17
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It means being harried by day and haunted by
night by a nagging sense of nobodiness and con-
stantly fighting to be saved from the poison of
bitterness. It means the ache and anguish of liv-

ing in so many situations where hopes unborn
have died.”

“The daily life of the Negro is still lived in
the basement of the Great Society. He is still at
the bottom despite the few who have penetrated
to slightly higher levels. Even where the door
has been forced partially open, mobility for the
Negro is still sharply restricted. There is often
no bottom at which to start, and when there is,
there is almost always no room at the top.”

“To develop a sense of black consciousness
and peoplehood does not require that we scorn
the white race as a whole. It is not the race per
se that we fight but the policies and ideology
that leaders of that race have formulated to per-
petuate oppression.”

18
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“A doctrine of black supremacy is as evil as a
doctrine of white supremacy.”

“Like life, racial understanding is not some-
thing that we find but something that we must
create. And so the ability of Negroes and whites
to work together, to understand each other, will
not be found ready-made; it must be created by
the fact of contact.”

“We must use time creatively, in the knowl-
edge that the time is always ripe to do right.
Now is the time to make real the promise of
democracy and transform our pending national
elegy into a creative psalm of brotherhood. Now
is the time to lift our national policy from the
quicksand of racial injustice to the solid rock of
human dignity.”

19
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“It is pretty difficult to like some people. Like
is sentimental and it is pretty difficult to like
someone bombing your home; it is pretty dif-
ficult to like somebody threatening your chil-
dren; it is difficult to like congressmen who
spend all of their time trying to defeat civil
rights. But Jesus says love them, and love is
greater than like.”

“For years now we have heard the word
‘Wait!” It rings in the ear of every Negro with
piercing familiarity.

“Perhaps it is easy for those who have never
felt the stinging darts of segregation to say,
‘Wait.” But when you have seen vicious mobs
lynch your mothers and fathers at will and drown
your sisters and brothers at whim; when you
have seen hate-filled policemen curse, kick, and
even kill your black brothers and sisters; when
you see the vast majority of your twenty million
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Negro brothers smothering in an airtight cage
of poverty in the midst of an affluent soci-
ety . .. when you are forever fighting a degen-
erating sense of ‘nobodiness’—then you will
understand why we find it difficult to wait.”

“Nothing provides the communists with a bet-
ter climate for expansion and infiltration than
the continued alliance of our nation with racism
and exploitation throughout the world. And if
we are not diligent in our determination to root
out the last vestiges of racism in our dealings
with the rest of the world, we may soon see the
sins of our fathers visited upon ours and suc-
ceeding generations. For the conditions which
are so classically represented in Africa are pres-
ent also in Asia and in our own backyard in Latin
America.”

“Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed
forever. The yearning for freedom eventually
manifests itself, and that is what has happened
to the American Negro. Something within has
reminded him of his birthright of freedom, and
something without has reminded him that it can
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be gained. Consciously or unconsciously, he has
been caught up by the Zesrgeist, and with his
black brothers of Africa and his brown and yel-
low brothers of Asia, South America, and the
Caribbean, the United Stages Negro is moving
with a sense of great urgency toward the prom-
ised land of racial justice.”

“It is one thing to agree that the goal of in-
tegration is morally and legally right; it is another
thing to commit oneself positively and actively
to the ideal of integration—the former is intel-
lectual assent, the latter is actual belief. These
are days that demand practices to match profes-
sions. This is no day to pay lip service to inte-
gration, we must pay /ife service to it.”

“Through education we seek to change atti-
tudes; through legislation and court orders we
seek to regulate behavior. Through education
we seek to change internal feelings (prejudice,
hate, etc.); through legislation and court orders
we seek to control the external effects of those
feelings. Through education we seek to break
down the spiritual barriers to integration;
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through legislation and court orders we seek to
break down the physical barriers to integration.
One method is not a substitute for the other,
but a meaningful and necessary supplement.
Anyone who starts out with the conviction that
the road to racial justice is only one lane wide
will inevitably create a traffic jam and make the
journey infinitely longer.”

“I often wonder whether or not education is
fulfilling its purpose. A great majority of the so-
called education people do not think logically
and scientifically. Even the press, the classroom,
the platform, and the pulpit in many instances
do not give us objective and unbiased truths.
To save man from the morass of propaganda, in
my opinion, is one of the chief aims of educa-
tion. Education must enable one to sift and
weigh evidence, to discern the true from the
false, the real from the unreal, and the facts from
fiction.

“The function of education, therefore, is to
teach one to think intensively and to think crit-
ically. But education which stops with efficiency
may prove the greatest menace to society. The
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most dangerous criminal may be the man gifted
with reason but with no morals.

“We must remember that intelligence is not
enough. Intelligence plus character—that is the
goal of true education. The complete education
gives one not only power of concentration but
worthy objectives upon which to concentrate.
The broad education will, therefore, transmit to
one not only the accumulated knowledge of the
race but also the accumulated experience of so-
cial living.”

“Morals cannot be legislated, but behavior can
be regulated. The law cannot make an employer
love me, but it can keep him from refusing to
hire me because of the color of my skin.”

“There comes a time when a moral man can’t
obey a law which his conscience tells him is un-
just. And the important thing is that when he
does that, he willingly accepts the penalty—be-
cause if he refuses to accept the penalty, then
he becomes reckless, and he becomes an an-
archist. There were those individuals in every
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age and generation who were willing to say, ‘I
will be obedient to a higher law.’ Itis important
to see that there are times when a man-made
law is out of harmony with the moral law of the
universe.”

“There is nothing that expressed massive civil
disobedience any more than the Boston Tea
Party, and yet we give this to our young people
and our students as a part of the great tradition
of our nation. So I think we are in good company
when we break unjust laws, and I think those
who are willing to do it and accept the penalty
are those who are part of the saving of the
nation.”

“Our nettlesome task is to discover how to
organize our strength into compelling power so
that government cannot elude our demands. We
must develop, from strength, a situation in
which the government finds it wise and prudent
to collaborate with us. It would be the height
of naiveté to wait passively until the adminis-
tration had somehow been infused with such
blessings of goodwill that it implored us for our
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programs. The first course is grounded in mature
realism; the other is childish fantasy.”

“The Negro cannot win . . . if he is willing to
sell the future of his children for his personal
and immediate comfort and safety.”

“We can never be satisfied as long as a Negro
in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New
York believes he has nothing for which to vote.”

“Many white Americans of goodwill have
never connected bigotry with economic exploi-
tation. They have deplored prejudice but tol-
erated or ignored economic injustice. But the
Negro knows that these two evils have a malig-
nant kinship.”

“New laws are not enough. The emergency
we now face is economic, and it is a desperate
and worsening situation. For the 35 million poor
people in America . . . there is a kind of stran-
gulation in the air. In our society it is murder,
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psychologically, to deprive a man of a job or an
income. You are in substance saying to that man
that he has no right to exist.”

“This is no time to engage in the luxury of
cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of
gradualism. Now is the time to make real the
promises of democracy.”

“It is impossible to create a formula for the
future which does not take into account that our
society has been doing something special against
the Negro for hundreds of years. How then can
he be absorbed into the mainstream of American
life if we do not do something special for him
now, in order to balance the equation and equip
him to compete on a just and equal basis?

“What will it profit him to be able to send his
children to an integrated school if the family
income is insufficient to buy them school
clothes? What will he gain by being permitted
to move to an integrated neighborhood if he
cannot afford to do so because he is unemployed
or has a low-paying job with no future?

“In asking for something special, the Negro
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is not seeking charity. He does not want to lan-
guish on welfare rolls any more than the next
man. He does not want to be given a job he
cannot handle. Neither, however, does he want
to be told that there is no place where he can
be trained to handle it.

“Few people consider the fact that, in addition
to being enslaved for two centuries, the Negro
was, during all those years, robbed of the wages
of his toil. No amount of gold could provide an
adequate compensation for the exploitation and
humiliation of the Negro in America down
through the centuries. Not all the wealth of this
affluent society could meet the bill. Yet a price
can be placed on unpaid wages.”

“The Negro freedom movement would have
been historic and worthy even if it had only
served the cause of civil rights. But its laurels
are greater because it stimulated a broader social
movement that elevated the moral level of the
nation. In the struggle against the preponderant
evils of the society, decent values were pre-
served. Moreover, a significant body of young
people learned that in opposing the tyrannical
forces that were crushing them they added stat-
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ure and meaning to their lives. The Negro and
white youth who in alliance fought bruising en-
gagements with the status quo inspired each
other with a sense of moral mission, and both
gave the nation an example of self-sacrifice and
dedication.”

“I think the greatest victory of this period
was . . . something internal. The real victory was
what this period did to the psyche of the black
man. The greatness of this period was that we
armed ourselves with dignity and self-respect.
The greatness of this period was that we straight-
ened our backs up. And a man can’t ride your
back unless it’s bent.”
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“Words cannot express the exultation felt by
the individual as he finds himself, with hundreds
of his fellows, behind prison bars for a cause he
knows is just.”

“Freedom is never voluntarily given by the
oppressor; it must be demanded by the op-
pressed.”

“Freedom has always been an expensive thing.
History is fit testimony to the fact that freedom
is rarely gained without sacrifice and self-

denial.”

“When evil men plot, good men must plan.
When evil men burn and bomb, good men must
build and bind. When evil men shout ugly words
of hatred, good men must commit themselves
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to the glories of love. Where evil men would
seek to perpetuate an unjust status quo, good
men must seek to bring into being a real order
of justice.”

“It is time that we stopped our blithe lip ser-
vice to the guarantees of life, liberty, and pursuit
of happiness. These fine sentiments are embod-
ied in the Declaration of Independence, but that
document was always a declaration of intent
rather than of reality. There were slaves when
it was written; there were still slaves when it was
adopted; and to this day, black Americans have
not life, liberty, nor the privilege of pursuing
happiness, and millions of poor white Americans
are in economic bondage that is scarcely less
oppressive. Americans who genuinely treasure
our national ideals, who know they are still elu-
sive dreams for all too many, should welcome
the stirring of Negro demands. They are shat-
tering the complacency that allowed a multitude
of social evils to accumulate. Negro agitation is
requiring America to reexamine its comforting
myths and may yet catalyze the drastic reforms
that will save us from social catastrophe.”
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* * *

“There comes a time when people get tired
of being trampled by oppression. There comes
a time when people get tired of being plunged
into the abyss of exploitation and nagging in-
justice. The story of Montgomery is the story
of fifty thousand such Negroes who were willing
to substitute tired feet for tired souls, and walk
the streets of Montgomery until the walls of
segregation were finally battered by the forces
of justice.”

“Our freedom was not won a century ago, it
is not won today; but some small part of it is in
our hands, and we are marching no longer by
ones and twos but in legions of thousands, con-
vinced now it cannot be denied by any human
force.

“Today the question is not whether we shall
be free but by what course we will win. In the
recent past our struggle has had two phases. The
first phase began in the early 1950s when Ne-
groes slammed the door shut on submission and
subservience. Adapting nonviolent resistance to
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conditions in the United States, we swept into
Southern streets to demand our citizenship and
manhood. For the South, with its complex sys-
tem of brutal segregation, we were inaugurating
a rebellion. Merely to march in public streets
was to rock the status quo to its roots. Boycot-
ting buses in Montgomery; demonstrating in
Birmingham, the citadel of segregation; and de-
fying guns, dogs, and clubs in Selma, while main-
taining disciplined nonviolence, totally confused
the rulers of the South. If they let us march,
they admitted their lie that the black man was
content. If they shot us down, they told the
world they were inhuman brutes.”

“A child of no more than eight walked with
her mother one day in a demonstration. An
amused policeman leaned down to her and said
with mock gruffness, “‘What do you want?’

“The child looked into his eyes, unafraid, and
gave her answer.

“‘Feedom,” she said.

“She could not even pronounce the word, but
no Gabriel trumpet could have sounded a truer
note.”
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* * *

“A hundred times I have been asked why we
have allowed little children to march in dem-
onstrations, to freeze and suffer in jails, to be
exposed to bullets and dynamite. The questions
imply that we have revealed a want of family
feeling or a recklessness toward family security.
The answer is simple. Our children and our fam-
ilies are maimed a little every day of our lives.
If we can end an incessant torture by a single
climactic confrontation, the risks are acceptable.
Moreover, our family life will be born anew if
we fight together. Other families may be for-
tunate enough to be able to protect their young
from danger. Our families, as we have seen, are
different. Oppression has again and again di-
vided and splintered them. We are a people torn
apart from era to era. It is logical, moral, and
psychologically constructive for us to resist
oppression united as families. Out of this unity,
out of the bond of fighting together, forges will
come. The inner strength and integrity will make
us whole again.”
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“Let us say it boldly, that if the total slum
violations of law by the white man over the years
were calculated and were compared with the
lawbreaking of a few days of riots, the hardened
criminal would be the white man.”

“The majority of white Americans consider
themselves sincerely committed to justice for
the Negro. They believe that American society
is essentially hospitable to fair play and to steady
growth toward a middle-class Utopia embodying
racial harmony. But unfortunately this is a fan-
tasy of self-deception and comfortable vanity.
Overwhelmingly America is still struggling with
irresolution and contradictions. It has been sin-
cere and even ardent in welcoming some change.
But too quickly apathy and disinterest rise to
the surface when the next logical steps are to be
taken. Laws are passed in a crisis mood after a
Birmingham or a Selma, but no substantial fer-
vor survives the formal signing of legislation.
The recording of the law in itself is treated as
the reality of the reform.”
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“Justice for black people will not flow into
society merely from court decisions nor from
fountains of political oratory. Nor will a few
token changes quell all the tempestuous yearn-
ings of millions of disadvantaged black people.
White America must recognize that justice for
black people cannot be achieved without radical
changes in the structure of our society. The com-
fortable, the entrenched, the privileged cannot
continue to tremble at the prospect of change
in the status quo.

“When millions of people have been cheated
for centuries, restitution is a costly process. In-
ferior education, poor housing, unemployment,
inadequate health care—each is a bitter com-
ponent of the oppression that has been our her-
itage. Each will require billions of dollars to
correct. Justice so long deferred has accumu-
lated interest and its cost for this society will be
substantial in financial as well as human terms.
This fact has not been fully grasped, because
most of the gains of the past decade were ob-
tained at bargain rates. The desegregation of
public facilities cost nothing; neither did the
election and appointment of a few black public
officials.”
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* * *

“Direct action is not a substitute for work in
the courts and the halls of government. Bringing
about passage of a new and broad law by a city
council, state legislature, or the Congress, or
pleading cases before the courts of the land,
does not eliminate the necessity for bringing
about the mass dramatization of injustice in
front of a city hall. Indeed, direct action and
legal action complement one another; when
skillfully employed, each becomes more effec-
tive.”

“One of the most basic weapons in the fight
for social justice will be the cumulative political
power of the Negro. I can foresee the Negro
vote becoming consistently the decisive vote in
national elections.”

“The hope of the world is still in dedicated
minorities. The trailblazers in human, academic,
scientific, and religious freedom have always
been in the minority. That creative minority of
whites absolutely committed to civil rights can
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make it clear to the larger society that vacillation
and procrastination on the question of racial jus-
tice can no longer be tolerated. It will take such
a small committed minority to work unrelent-
ingly to win the uncommitted majority. Such a
group may well transform America’s greatest di-
lemma into her most glorious opportunity.”

“Our hope for creative living in this world
house that we have inherited lies in our ability
to reestablish the moral ends of our lives in per-
sonal character and social justice. Without this
spiritual and moral reawakening we shall destroy
ourselves in the misuse of our own instruments.”

“The deep rumbling of discontent that we
hear today is the thunder of disinherited masses,
rising from dungeons of oppression to the bright
hills of freedom, in one majestic chorus the ris-
ing masses singing, in the words of our freedom
song, ‘Ain’t gonna let nobody turn us around.’
All over the world, like a fever, the freedom
movement is spreading in the widest liberation
in history. The great masses of people are de-
termined to end the exploitation of their races
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and land. They are awake and moving toward
their goal like a tidal wave. You can hear them
rumbling in every village, street, on the docks,
in the houses, among the students in the
churches and at political meetings.

“These developments should not surprise any
student of history. Oppressed people cannot re-
main oppressed forever. The yearning for free-
dom eventually manifests itself. The Bible tells
the thrilling story of how Moses stood in Phar-
aoh’s court centuries ago and cried, ‘Let my peo-
ple go.””

“Human progress is neither automatic nor in-
evitable. Even a superficial look at history re-
veals that no social advance rolls in on the wheels
of inevitability. Every step toward the goal of
justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and struggle;
the tireless exertions and passionate concern of
dedicated individuals. Without persistent effort,
time itself becomes an ally of the insurgent and
primitive forces of irrational emotionalism and
social destruction. This is no time for apathy or
complacency. This is a time for vigorous and
positive action.”
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“There is so much frustration in the world
because we have relied on gods rather than God.
We have genuflected before the god of science
only to find that it has given us the atomic bomb,
producing fears and anxieties that science can
never mitigate. We have worshiped the god of
pleasure only to discover that thrills play out
and sensations are short-lived. We have bowed
before the god of money only to learn that there
are such things as love and friendship that
money cannot buy and that in a world of possible
depressions, stock market crashes, and bad busi-
ness investments, money is a rather uncertain
deity. These transitory gods are not able to save
or bring happiness to the human heart. Only
God is able. It is faith in Him that we must
rediscover.”

“Science investigates; religion interprets. Sci-
ence gives man knowledge, which is power; re-
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ligion gives man wisdom, which is control
Science deals mainly with facts; religion deals
mainly with values. The two are not rivals. They
are complementary. Science keeps religion from
sinking into the valley of crippling irrationalism
and paralyzing obscurantism. Religion prevents
science from falling into the marsh of obsolete
materialism and moral nihilism.”

“So I say to you, seek God and discover Him
and make Him a power in your life. Without
Him all of our efforts turn to ashes and our
sunrises into darkest nights. Without Him, life
is a meaningless drama with the decisive scenes
missing. But with Him we are able to rise from
the fatigue of despair to the buoyancy of hope.
With Him we are able to rise from the midnight
of desperation to the daybreak of joy. St. Au-
gustine was right—we were made for God and
we will be restless until we find rest in Him.

“Love yourself, if that means rational, healthy,
and moral self-interest. You are commanded to
do that. That is the length of life. Love your
neighbor as you love yourself. You are com-
manded to do that. That is the breadth of life.
But never forget that there is a first and even
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greater commandment, ‘Love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart and all thy soul and all thy
mind.” This is the height of life. And when you
do this you live the complete life.”

“Something should remind us once more that
the great things in this universe are things that
we never see. You walk out at night and look
up at the beautiful stars as they bedeck the heav-
ens like swinging lanterns of eternity, and you
think you can see all. Oh, no. You can never
see the law of gravitation that holds them there.”

“When I speak of love I am not speaking of
some sentimental and weak response. I am
speaking of that force which all of the great re-
ligions have seen as the supreme unifying prin-
ciple of life. Love is somehow the key that
unlocks the door which leads to ultimate real-

”»

1ty.

“Love is the most durable power in the world.
This creative force, so beautifully exemplified
in the life of our Christ, is the most potent in-
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strument available in mankind’s quest for peace
and security.”

“Worship at its best is a social experience with
people of all levels of life coming together to
realize their oneness and unity under God.
Whenever the church, consciously or uncon-
sciously, caters to one class it loses the spiritual
force of the ‘whosoever will, let him come’ doc-
trine and is in danger of becoming little more
than a social club with a thin veneer of religi-
osity.”

“The belief that God will do everything for
man is as untenable as the belief that man can
do everything for himself. It, too, is based on a
lack of faith. We must learn that to expect God
to do everything while we do nothing is not faith
but superstition.”

“A religion true to its nature must also be
concerned about man’s social conditions. Reli-
gion deals with both earth and heaven, both time
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and eternity. Religion operates not only on the
vertical plane but also on the horizontal. It seeks
not only to integrate men with God but to in-
tegrate men with men and each man with him-
self. This means, at bottom, that the Christian
gospel is a two-way road. On the one hand, it
seeks to change the souls of men and thereby
unite them with God; on the other hand, it seeks
to change the environmental conditions of men
so that the soul will have a chance after it is
changed. Any religion that professes to be con-
cerned with the souls of men and is not con-
cerned with the slums that damn them, the
economic conditions that strangle them, and the
social conditions that cripple them is a dry-as-
dust religion. Such a religion is the kind the
Marxists like to see—an opiate of the people.”

“Shattered dreams are a hallmark of our mor-
tal life.”

“One of the most agonizing problems within
our human experience is that few, if any, of us
live to see our fondest hopes fulfilled. The hopes
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of our childhood and the promises of our mature
years are unfinished symphonies.”

“If you are cut down in a movement that is
designed to save the soul of a nation, then no
other death could be more redemptive.”

“We must somehow believe that unearned
suffering is redemptive.”

“We must work passionately and indefatigably
to bridge the gulf between our scientific pro-
gress and our moral progress. One of the great
problems of mankind is that we suffer from a
poverty of the spirit which stands in glaring con-
trast to our scientific and technological abun-
dance. The richer we have become materially,
the poorer we have become morally and spir-
itually.

“Every man lives in two realms, the internal
and the external. The internal is that realm of
spiritual ends expressed in art, literature, mor-
als, and religion. The external is that complex
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of devices, techniques, mechanisms, and instru-
mentalities by means of which we live. Our
problem today is that we have allowed the in-
ternal to become lost in the external. We have
allowed the means by which we live to outdis-
tance the ends for which we live.”
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“I’'ve decided that I'm going to do battle for
my philosophy. You ought to believe something
in life, believe that thing so fervently that you
will stand up with it till the end of your days. I
can’t make myself believe that God wants me to
hate. I'm tired of violence. And I’'m not going
to let my oppressor dictate to me what method
I must use. We have a power, power that can’t
be found in Molotov cocktails, but we do have
a power. Power that cannot be found in bullets
and guns, but we have a power. It is a power as
old as the insights of Jesus of Nazareth and as
modern as the techniques of Mahatma Gandhi.”

“If humanity is to progress, Gandhi is ines-
capable. He lived, thought, and acted, inspired
by the vision of humanity evolving toward a
world of peace and harmony. We may ignore
him at our own risk.”
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* * *

“l am convinced that if we succumb to the
temptation to use violence in our struggle for
freedom, unborn generations will be the recip-
ients of a long and desolate night of bitterness,
and our chief legacy to them will be a never-
ending reign of chaos.”

“I’ve seen too much hate to want to hate,
myself, and I’'ve seen hate on the faces of too
many sheriffs, too many White Citizens Coun-
cilors, and too many Klansmen of the South to
want to hate, myself; and every time I see it, I
say to myself, hate is too great a burden to bear.
Somehow we must be able to stand up before
our most bitter opponents and say: ‘We shall
match your capacity to inflict suffering by our
capacity to endure suffering. We will meet your
physical force with soul force. Do to us what
you will and we will still love you. We cannot
in all good conscience obey your unjust laws
and abide by the unjust system, because non-
cooperation with evil is as much a moral obli-
gation as is cooperation with good, and so throw
us in jail and we will still love you. Bomb our
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homes and threaten our children, and, as diffi-
cult as it is, we will still love you. Send your
hooded perpetrators of violence into our com-
munities at the midnight hour and drag us out
on some wayside road and leave us half-dead as
you beat us, and we will still love you. Send
your propaganda agents around the country and
make it appear that we are not fit, culturally and
otherwise, for integration, but we’ll still love
you. But be assured that we’ll wear you down
by our capacity to suffer, and one day we will
win our freedom. We will not only win freedom
for ourselves, we will so appeal to your heart
and conscience that we will win you in the pro-
cess, and our victory will be a double victory.’

“If there is to be peace on earth and goodwill
toward men, we must finally believe in the ul-
timate morality of the universe, and believe that
all reality hinges on moral foundations.”

“Violence as a way of achieving racial justice
is both impractical and immoral. It is impractical
because it is a descending spiral ending in de-
struction for all. The old law of an eye for an
eye leaves everybody blind. It is immoral be-
cause it seeks to humiliate the opponent rather
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than win his understanding; it seeks to annihilate
rather than to convert. Violence is immoral be-
cause it thrives on hatred rather than love. It
destroys community and makes brotherhood
impossible. It leaves society in monologue
rather than dialogue. Violence ends by defeating
itself. It creates bitterness in the survivors and
brutality in the destroyers.”

“When one tries to pin down advocates of
violence as to what acts would be effective, the
answers are blatantly illogical. Sometimes they
talk of overthrowing racist state and local gov-
ernments. They fail to see that no internal rev-
olution has ever succeeded in overthrowing a
government by violence unless the government
had already lost the allegiance and effective con-
trol of its armed forces. Anyone in his right mind
knows that this will not happen in the United
States. In a violent racial situation, the power
structure has the local police, the state troopers,
the national guard, and finally the army to call
on, all of which are predominately white.”
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“Fortunately, history does not pose problems
without eventually producing solutions. The
disenchanted, the disadvantaged, and the dis-
inherited seem, at times of deep crisis, to sum-
mon up some sort of genius that enables them
to perceive and capture the appropriate weapons
to carve out their destiny. Such was the peace-
able weapon of nonviolent direct action, which
materialized almost overnight to inspire the
Negro and was seized in his outstretched hands
with a powerful grip.

“Nonviolent action, the Negro saw, was the
way to supplement—not replace—the process
of change through legal recourse. It was the way
to divest himself of passivity without arraying
himself in vindictive force. Acting in concert
with fellow Negroes to assert himself as a citi-
zen, he would embark on a militant program to
demand the rights which were his: in the streets,
on the buses, in the stores, the parks, and other
public facilities.

“The religious tradition of the Negro had
shown him that the nonviolent resistance of the
early Christians had constituted a moral offen-
sive of such overriding power that it shook the
Roman Empire. American history had taught

61



THE WORDS OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

him that nonviolence in the form of boycotts
and protests had confounded the British mon-
arch and laid the basis for freeing the colonies
from unjust domination. Within his own cen-
tury, the nonviolent ethic of Mahatma Gandhi
and his followers had muzzled the guns of the
British empire in India and freed more than
three hundred and fifty million people from
colonialism.”

“Mass civil disobedience as a new stage of
struggle can transmute the deep rage of the
ghetto into a constructive and creative force. To
dislocate the functioning of a city without de-
stroying it can be more effective than a riot be-
cause it can be longer-lasting, costly to the larger
society, but not wantonly destructive. Finally, it
is a device of social action that is more difficult
for the government to quell by superior force.

“The limitation of riots, moral questions
aside, is that they cannot win and their partici-
pants know it. Hence, rioting is not revolution-
ary but reactionary because it invites defeat. It
involves an emotional catharsis, but it must be
followed by a sense of futility.”
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* * *

“The argument that nonviolence is a coward’s
refuge lost its force as its heroic and often per-
ilous acts uttered their wordless but convincing
rebuttal in Montgomery, in the sit-ins, on the
freedom rides, and finally in Birmingham.

“There is a powerful motivation when a sup-
pressed people enlist in an army that marches
under the banner of nonviolence. A nonviolent
army has a magnificent universal quality. To join
an army that trains its adherents in the methods
of violence, you must be of a certain age. But
in Birmingham, some of the most valued foot
soldiers were youngsters ranging from elemen-
tary pupils to teenage high school and college
students.”

“Compassion and nonviolence help us to see
the enemy’s point of view, to hear his questions,
to know his assessment of ourselves. For from
his view we may indeed see the basic weaknesses
of our own condition, and if we are mature, we
may learn and grow and profit from the wisdom
of the brothers who are called the opposition.”
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“l am mindful that only yesterday in Bir-
mingham, Alabama,* our children, crying out
for brotherhood, were answered with fire hoses,
snarling dogs, and even death. I am mindful that
only yesterday in Philadelphia, Mississippi,
young people seeking to secure the right to vote
were brutalized and murdered. Therefore I must
ask why this prize is awarded to a movement
which is beleaguered and committed to unre-
lenting struggle; to a movement which has not
won the very peace and brotherhood which is
the essence of the Nobel Prize. After contem-
plation I conclude that this award, which I re-
ceive on behalf of the movement, is a profound
recognition that nonviolence is the answer to
the crucial political and racial questions of our
time—the need for man to overcome oppres-
sion without resorting to violence.”

“Admittedly, nonviolence in the truest sense
is not a strategy that one uses simply because it
is expedient at the moment; nonviolence is ul-
timately a way of life that men live by because

*From the Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, December
10, 1964.
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of the sheer morality of its claim. But even grant-
ing this, the willingness to use nonviolence as a
technique is a step forward. For he who goes
this far is more likely to adopt nonviolence later
as a way of life.”

“The principle of nonviolent resistance seeks
to reconcile the truths of two opposites—ac-
quiescence and violence—while avoiding the
extremes and immoralities of both. The nonvi-
olent resister agrees with the person who ac-
quiesces that one should not be physically
aggressive toward his opponent; but he balances
the equation by agreeing with the person of vio-
lence that evil must be resisted. He avoids the
nonresistance of the former and the violent re-
sistance of the latter. With nonviolent resist-
ance, no individual or group need submit to any
wrong, nor need anyone resort to violence in
order to right a wrong.”

“The nonviolent approach does not immedi-
ately change the heart of the oppressor. It first
does something to the hearts and souls of those
committed to it. It gives them new self-respect;
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it calls up resources of strength and courage that
they did not know they had. Finally it reaches
the opponent and so stirs his conscience that
reconciliation becomes a reality.”
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“The past is prophetic in that it asserts loudly
that wars are poor chisels for carving out peace-
ful tomorrows. One day we must come to see
that peace is not merely a distant goal that we
seek, but a means by which we arrive at that
goal. We must pursue peaceful ends through
peaceful means. How much longer must we play
at deadly war games before we heed the plain-
tive pleas of the unnumbered dead and maimed
of past wars?”

“True peace is not merely the absence of ten-
sion; it is the presence of justice.”

“Now let me say that the next thing we must
be concerned about if we are to have peace on
earth and goodwill toward men is the nonviolent
affirmation of the sacredness of all human life.
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Every man is somebody because he is a child of

God.”

“The church cannot be silent while mankind
faces the threat of nuclear annihilation. If the
church is true to her mission, she must call for
an end to the arms race.”

“One of the most persistent ambiguities that
we face is that everybody talks about peace as
a goal. However, it does not take sharpest-eyed
sophistication to discern that while everybody
talks about peace, peace has become practically
nobody’s business among the power-wielders.
Many men cry Peace! Peace! but they refuse to
do the things that make for peace.

“The large power blocs of the world talk pas-
sionately of pursuing peace while burgeoning
defense budgets bulge, enlarging already awe-
some armies, and devising even more devastat-
ing weapons. Call the roll of those who sing the
glad tidings of peace and one’s ears will be sur-
prised by the responding sounds. The heads of
all the nations issue clarion calls for peace, yet
thesedestiny determiners come accompanied by
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a band and a brigade of national choristers, each
bearing unsheathed swords rather than olive
branches.”

“I do not minimize the complexity of the
problems that need to be faced in achieving dis-
armament and peace. But I am convinced that
we shall not have the will, the courage, and the
insight to deal with such matters unless in this
field we are prepared to undergo a mental and
spiritual reevaluation, a change of focus which
will enable us to see that the things that seem
most real and powerful are indeed now unreal
and have come under sentence of death.

“It 1s not enough to say, ‘We must not wage
war.” It is necessary to love peace and sacrifice
for it. We must concentrate not merely on the
eradication of war but on the affirmation of
peace.

“So we must see that peace represents a
sweeter music, a cosmic melody that is far su-
perior to the discords of war. Somehow we must
transform the dynamics of the world power
struggle from the nuclear arms race, which no
one can win, to a creative contest to harness
man’s genius for the purpose of making peace
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and prosperity a reality for all the nations of the
world. In short, we must shift the arms race into
a ‘peace race.’ If we have the will and determi-
nation to mount such a peace offensive, we will
unlock hitherto tightly sealed doors of hope and
bring new light into the dark chambers of pes-
simism.”

“If we assume that life is worth living and that
man has a right to survival, then we must find
an alternative to war. In a day when vehicles
hurtle through outer space and guided ballistic
missiles carve highways of death through the
stratosphere, no nation can claim victory in war.”

“We will never have peace in the world until
men everywhere recognize that ends are not cut
off from means, because the means represent
the ideal in the making, and the end in process.
Ultimately you can’t reach good ends through
evil means, because the means represent the
seed and the end represents the tree.”
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“The physical casualties of the war in Viet-
nam are not alone the catastrophes. The cas-
ualities of principles and values are equally dis-
astrous and injurious. Indeed, they are
ultimately more harmful because they are self-
perpetuating. If the casualties of principle are
not healed, the physical casualties will continue
to mount.”

“A true revolution of values will lay hands on
the world order and say of war: ‘This way of
settling differences is not just.” This business of
burning human beings with napalm, of filling our
nation’s homes with orphans and widows, of in-
jecting poisonous drugs of hate into the veins
of peoples normally humane, of sending men
home from dark and bloody battlefields physi-
cally handicapped and psychologically deranged,
cannot be reconciled with wisdom, justice, and
love. A nation that continues year after year to
spend more money on military defense than on
programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual
death.”
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“The greatest irony and tragedy of all is that
our nation, which initiated so much of the rev-
olutionary spirit of the modern world, is now
cast in the mold of being an arch-antirevolu-
tionary. We are engaged in a war that seeks to
turn the clock of history back and perpetuate
white colonialism.”

“We must have patience. We must be willing
to understand why many of the young nations
will have to pass through the same extremism,
revolution, and aggression that formed our own
history. Every new government confronts over-
whelming problems. During the days when they
were struggling to remove the yoke of coloni-
alism, there was a kind of preexistent unity of
purpose that kept things moving in one solid
direction. But as soon as independence emerges,
all the grim problems of life confront them with
stark realism: the lack of capital, the strangulat-
ing poverty, the uncontrollable birth rates and,
above all, the high aspirational level of their own
people. The post-colonial period is more diffi-
cult and precarious than the colonial struggle
itself.

“The West must also understand that its eco-
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nomic growth took place under rather propi-
tious circumstances. Most of the Western
nations were relatively underpopulated when
they surged forward economically, and they
were greatly endowed with the iron ore and coal
that were needed for launching industry. Most
of the young governments of the world today
have come into being without these advantages,
and, above all, they confront staggering prob-
lems of overpopulation. There is no possible
way for them to make it without aid and assis-
tance.”

“It is time for all people of conscience to call
upon America to return to her true home of
brotherhood and peaceful pursuits. We cannnot
remain silent as our nation engages in one of
history’s most cruel and senseless wars. During
these days of human travail we must encourage
creative dissenters. We need them because the
thunder of their fearless voices will be the only
sound stronger than the blasts of bombs and the
clamor of war hysteria.

“Those of us who love peace must organize
as effectively as the war hawks. As they spread
the propaganda of war, we must spread the prop-
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aganda of peace. We must combine the fervor
of the civil rights movement with the peace
movement. We must demonstrate, teach, and
preach, until the very foundations of our nation
are shaken. We must work unceasingly to lift
this nation that we love to a higher destiny, to
a new plateau of compassion, to a more noble
expression of humaneness.

“I have tried to be honest. To be honest is to
confront the truth. However unpleasant and in-
convenient the truth may be, I believe we must
expose and face it if we are to achieve a better
quality of American life.”

“We are now faced with the fact that tomor-
row is today. We are confronted with the fierce
urgency of now. In this unfolding conundrum of
life and history there is such a thing as being too
late. Procrastination is still the thief of time. Life
often leaves us standing bare, naked, and de-
jected with a lost opportunity. The ‘tide in the
affairs of men’ does not remain at the flood; it
ebbs. We may cry out desperately for time to
pause in her passage, but time is deaf to every
plea and rushes on. Over the bleached bones
and jumbled residues of numerous civilizations
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are written the pathetic words: ‘Too late.” There
is an invisible book of life that faithfully records
our vigilance or our neglect. ‘The moving finger
writes, and having writ moves on...” We still
have a choice today: nonviolent coexistence or
violent coannihilation. This may well be man-
kind’s last chance to choose between chaos and
community.”

“Hatred and bitterness can never cure the dis-
ease of fear; only love can do that. Hatred par-
alyzes life; love releases it. Hatred confuses life;
love harmonizes it. Hatred darkens life; love
illumines it.”

“I refuse to accept the cynical notion that na-
tion after nation must spiral down a militaristic
stairway into the hell of thermonuclear destruc-
tion. I believe that unarmed truth and uncon-
ditional love will have the final word in reality.
This is why right temporarily defeated is
stronger than evil triumphant.

“I believe that even amid today’s mortar
bursts and whining bullets there is still hope for
a brighter tomorrow. I believe that wounded
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justice, lying prostrate on the blood-flowing
streets of our nations, can be lifted from this
dust of shame to reign supreme among the chil-
dren of men.

“I still believe that one day mankind will bow
before the altars of God and be crowned trium-
phant over war and bloodshed, and nonviolent
redemptive goodwill will proclaim the rule of
the land. ‘And the lion and the lamb shall lie
down together and every man shall sit under his
own vine and fig tree and none shall be afraid.’
I still believe that we shall overcome.”
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“I've Been to the Mountain Top”

... We have been forced to a point where
we’re going to have to grapple with the problems
that men have been trying to grapple with
through history, but the demands didn’t force
them to do it. Survival demands that we grapple
with them. Men, for years now, have been talk-
ing about war and peace. But now no longer can
they just talk about it. It is no longer a choice
between violence and nonviolence in this world,
it’s nonviolence or nonexistence.

That is where we are today. And also in the
human rights revolution, if something isn’t
done, and in a hurry, to bring the colored peo-
ples of the world out of their long years of pov-
erty, their long years of hurt and neglect, the
whole world is doomed.

... If I lived in China or even Russia, or any
totalitarian country, maybe I could understand
some of these illegal injunctions. Maybe I could
understand the denial of certain basic First
Amendment privileges, because they hadn’t
committed themselves to that over there. But
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somewhere I read of the freedom of assembly.
Somewhere I read of the freedom of speech.
Somewhere I read that the greatness of America
is the right to protest for right. And so, just as
I say, we aren’t going to let any dog or water
hose turn us around. We aren’t going to let any
injunction turn us around. We are going on.

... Let us rise up tonight with a greater read-
iness. Let us stand with a greater determination.
And let us move on in these powerful days, these
days of challenge, to make America what it
ought to be. We have an opportunity to make
a better nation. And I want to thank God, once
more, for allowing me to be here with you.

.. . I don’t know what will happen now. We've
got some difficult days ahead. But it really
doesn’t matter with me now, because I've been
to the mountain top. And I don’t mind. Like
anybody, I would like to live a long life; lon-
gevity has its place. But I’'m not concerned about
that now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s
allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've
looked over. And I've seen the promised land.
I may not get there with you. But I want you
to know tonight that we as a people will get to
the promised land. And I’'m happy tonight, I'm
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not worried about anything. I’m not fearing any
man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the com-
ing of the Lord.

April 3, 1968

Memphis, Tennessee

Excerpt from Dr. King's last speech, before he was
assassinated on April 4.
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“l Have a Dream”

... I say to you today, my friends, so even
though we face the difficulties of today and to-
morrow, I still have adream. It is a dream deeply
rooted in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will
rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident; that
all men are created equal.”

I have a dream that one day, on the red hills
of Georgia, sons of former slaves and the sons
of former slaveowners will be able to sit down
together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of
Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression,
will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and
justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will
one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the
content of their character.

I have a dream today.
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I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama,
with its vicious racists, with its governor having
his lips dripping with the words of interposition
and nullification, one day right there in Alabama,
little black boys and black girls will be able to
join hands with little white boys and white girls
and walk together as sister and brothers.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day “every valley shall
be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be
made low, the rough places will be made plains,
and the crooked places will be made straight,
and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and
all flesh shall see it together.”

This is our hope. This is the faith that I go
back to the South with. With this faith we will
be able to hew out of the mountain of despair
a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able
to transform the jangling discords of our nation
into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With
this faith we will be able to work together, to
pray together, to struggle together, to stand up
for freedom together, knowing that we will be
free one day.

And this will be the day. This will be the day
when all of God’s children will be able to sing
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with new meaning, “My country ’tis of thee,
sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where
my fathers died, land of the pilgrim’s pride, from
every mountainside, let freedom ring.”

And if America is to be a great nation this
must become true. So let freedom ring from the
prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let free-
dom ring from the mighty mountains of New
York. Let freedom ring from the heightening
Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!

Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rock-
ies of Colorado!

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes
of California!

But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone
Mountain of Georgia! Let freedom ring from
Lookout Mountain of Tennessee.

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill
of Mississippi. From every mountainside, let
freedom ring.

And when this happens, and when we allow
freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every state and
every city, we will be able to speed up that day
when all of God’s children, black men and white
men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Cath-
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olics, will-be able to join hands and sing in the
words of that old Negro spiritual, “Free at last!
Free at last! Thank God almighty, we are free
at last!”

August 28, 1963

Washington, D.C.

Excerpt from the speech given at the March on
Washington
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CHRONOLOGY

1929
January 15

1935-1944

1947

1948
February 25

June

September

1951

June

Martin Luther King, Jr., is born to Rev-
erend and Mrs. Martin Luther King, Sr.
(the former Alberta Christine Williams),
in Atlanta, Georgia.

King attends David T. Howard Elemen-
tary School, Atlanta University Labora-
tory School, and Booker T. Washington
High School. He passes the entrance ex-
amination to Morehouse College (At-
lanta) without graduating from high
school.

King is licensed to preach and becomes
assistant to his father, who is pastor of
the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta.

King is ordained to the Baptist Ministry.

King graduates from Morehouse College
with a B.A. degree in sociology.

King enters Crozer Theological Semi-
nary, Chester, Pennsylvania. After hear-
ing Dr. A. J. Muste and Dr. Mordecai
W. Johnson preach on the life and teach-
ings of Mahatma Gandhi, he begins to
study Gandhi seriously.

King graduates from Crozer with a B.D.
degree.
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1953
June 18

1954
May 17

October 31

1955
June 5

November 17

December 1

December S

December 10

King marries Coretta Scott in Marion,
Alabama.

The Supreme Court of the United States
rules unanimously in Brown vs. Board of
Education that racial segregation in public
schools is unconstitutional.

King is installed by Reverend Martin Lu-
ther King, Sr., as the twentieth pastor of
the Dexter Avenue Church, Montgom-
ery.

King receives a Ph.D. degree in System-
atic Theology from Boston University.

The Kings’ first child, Yolanda Denise,
is born in Montgomery.

Mrs. Rosa Parks, a forty-two-year-old
Montgomery seamstress, refuses to re-
linquish her bus seat to a white man and
is arrested.

The firstday of the bus boycoct. The trial
of Mrs. Parks. A meeting of movement
leaders is held. Dr. King is unanimously
elected president of an organization
named the Montgomery Improvement
Association, a name proposed by Rev-
erend Ralph Abernathy.

The Montgomery Bus Company sus-
pends service in black neighborhoods.
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1956
January 26

January 30

February 2

February 21

June 4

August 10

October 30

November 13

CHRONOLOGY

Dr. King is arrested on a charge of trav-
eling thirty miles per hour in a twenty-
five-mile-per-hour zone in Montgomery.
He is released on his own recognizance.

A bomb is thrown onto the porch of Dr.
King’s Montgomery home. Mrs. King
and Mrs. Roscoe Williams, wife of a
church member, are in the house with
baby Yolanda Denise; no one is injured.

A suit is filed in federal district court
asking that Montgomery’s travel segre-
gation laws be declared unconstitutional.

Dr. King is indicted with other figures
in the Montgomery bus boycott on the
charge of being party to a conspiracy to
hinder and prevent the operation of busi-
ness without “just or legal cause.”

A United States district court rules that
racial segregration on city bus lines is
unconstitutional.

Dr. King is a speaker before the platform
committee of the Democratic Party in
Chicago.

Mayor Gayle of Montgomery instructs
the city’s legal department “to file such
proceedings as it may deem proper to
stop the operation of car pools and trans-
portation systems growing out of the
boycott.”

The United States Supreme Court af-
firms the decision of the three-judge dis-
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1956 (continued)

December 20

December 21

1957
January 27

February

February 18
May 17

June 13

September

trict court in declaring unconstitutional
Alabama’s state and local laws requiring
segregation on buses.

Federal injunctions prohibiting segre-
gation on buses are served on city and
bus company officials in Montgomery.
Injunctions are also served on state of-
ficials.

Montgomery buses are integrated.

An unexploded bomb is discovered on
the front porch of the Kings’ house.

The Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference (SCLC) is founded. Dr. King is
elected its president.

T'ime magazine puts Dr. King on its cover.

Dr. King delivers a speech for the Prayer
Pilgrimage for Freedom celebrating the
third anniversary of the Supreme Court’s
desegregation decision. The speech, en-
tiled “Give Us the Ballot,” is given at
the Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C.

Dr. King has a conference with the vice
president of the United States, Richard
M. Nixon.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower fed-
eralizes the Arkansas National Guard to
escort nine Negro students to an all-
white high school in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas.
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September 9

October 23

1958
June 23

September 3

September 4

September 17

September 20

CHRONOLOGY

The first civil rights act since Reconstruc-
tion is passed by Congress, creating the
Civil Rights Commission and the Civil
Rights Division of the Department of
Justice.

A second child, Martin Luther III, is
born to Dr. and Mrs. King.

Dr. King, along with Roy Wilkins of the
NAACP, A. Philip Randolph, and Lester
Granger, meets with President Dwight
D. Eisenhower.

Dr. King is arrested on a charge of loi-
tering (later changed to “failure to obey
an officer”) in the vicinity of the Mont-
gomery Recorder’s Court. He is released
on $100 bond.

Dr. King is convicted after pleading “not
guiley” on the charge of failure to obey
an officer. The fine is paid almost im-
mediately, over Dr. King’s objection, by
Montgomery Police = Commissioner
Clyde C. Sellers.

Dr. King's book Stride Toward Freedom:
The Montgomery Story is published by
Harper & Row.

Dr. King is stabbed in the chest by Mrs.
Izola Curry, forty-two, who is subse-
quently alleged to be mentally deranged.
The stabbing occurs in the heart of Har-
lem while Dr. King is autographing his
recently published book. His condition
is said to be serious but not critical.
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1959
January 30

February 2—-
March 10

1960
January 24

February 1

February 17

April 15

May 28

Dr. King meets with Walter Reuther,
president of the United Auto Workers
union, in Detroit.

Dr. and Mrs. King spend a month in
India studying Gandhi’s techniques of

nonviolence as guests of Prime Minister
Nehru.

The King family moves to Atlanta. Dr.
King becomes copastor, with his father,
of the Ebenezer Baptist Church.

The first lunch-counter sit-in to deseg-
regate eating facilities is held by students
in Greensboro, North Carolina.

A warrant is issued for Dr. King’s arrest
on charges that he had falsified his 1956
and 1958 Alabama state income tax re-
turns.

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) is founded to co-
ordinate student protest at Shaw Uni-
versity, Raleigh, North Carolina, on a
temporary basis. (It is to become a per-
manent organization in October 1960.)
Dr. King and James Lawson are the key-
note speakers at the Shaw University
founding.

Dr. King is acquitted of the tax evasion
charge by anall-white jury in Montgomery.
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June 10

June 24

October 19

October 22-27

1961
January 30

May 4

CHRONOLOGY

Dr. King and A. Philip Randolph an-
nounce plans for picketing both the
Republican and Democratic national
conventions.

Dr. King has a conference with John F.
Kennedy, candidate for President of the
United States, about racial matters.

Dr. King is arrested at an Atlanta sit-in
and is jailed on a charge of violating the
state’s trespass law.

The Atlanta charges are dropped. All
jailed demonstrators are released except
for Dr. King, who is ordered held on a
charge of violating a probated sentence
in a traffic arrest case. He is transferred
to the DeKalb County Jail in Decatur,
Georgia, and is then transferred to the
Reidsville State Prison. He is released
from the Reidsville State Prison on a
$2,000 bond.

A third child, Dexter Scott, is born to
Dr. and Mrs. King in Atlanta.

The first group of Freedom Riders, in-
tent on integrating interstate buses,
leaves Washington, D.C., by Greyhound
bus. The group, organized by the Con-
gress for Racial Equality (CORE), leaves
shortly after the Supreme Court has out-
lawed segregation in interstate transpor-
tation terminals. The bus is burned
outside of Anniston, Alabama, on May
14. A mob beats the Riders upon their
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1961 (continued)

December 15

December 16

1962
February 27

May 2

July 27

September 20

October 16

arrival in Birmingham. The Riders are
arrested in Jackson, Mississippi, and
spend forty to sixty days in Parchman
Penitentiary.

Dr. King arrives in Albany, Georgia, in
response to a call from Dr. W. G. An-
derson, the leader of the Albany Move-
ment to desegregate public facilities,
which began in January 1961.

Dr. King is arrested at an Albany dem-
onstration. He is charged with obstruct-
ing the sidewalk and parading without a
permit.

Dr. King is tried and convicted for lead-
ing the December march in Albany.

Dr. King is invited to join the Birming-
ham protests.

Dr. King is arrested at an Albany city
hall prayer vigil and jailed on charges of
failure to obey a police officer, obstruct-
ing the sidewalk, and disorderly conduct.

James Meredith makes his first actempt
to enroll at the University of Mississippi.
He is actually enrolled by Supreme
Court order and is escorted onto the Ox-
ford, Mississippi, campus by U.S. mar-
shals on October 1, 1962.

Dr. King meets with President John F.
Kennedy at the White House for a one-
hour conference.
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1963
March 28

March—April

April 16

May 3, 4,5

May 20

June

June 11

June 12

CHRONOLOGY

The Kings’ fourth child, Bernice Alber-
tine, is born.

Sit-in demonstrations are held in Bir-
mingham to protest segregation of eating
facilities. Dr. King is arrested during a
demonstration.

Dr. King writes the “Letter from Bir-
mingham Jail” while imprisoned for
demonstrating.

Eugene (“Bull”) Connor, Director of
Public Safety of Birmingham, orders the
use of police dogs and fire hoses upon
the marching protestors (young adults
and children).

The Supreme Court of the United States
rules Birmingham’s segregation ordi-
nances unconstitutional.

Dr. King’s book Strength to Love is pub-
lished by Harper & Row.

Governor George C. Wallace tries to
stop the court-ordered integration of the
University of Alabama by “standing in
the schoolhouse door” and personally re-
fusing entrance to black students and
Justice Department officials. President
John F. Kennedy then federalizes the Al-
abama National Guard, and Governor
Wallace removes himself from blocking
the entrance of the Negro students.

Medgar Evers, NAACP leader in Jack-
son, Mississippi, is assassinated at his
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1963 (continued)

August 28

September 2—-10

November 22

1964
May—June

Summer

home in the early-morning darkness, by
a rifle bullet. His memorial service is
held in Jackson on June 15 and he is
buried in Arlington National Cemetery,
Washington, D.C,, on June 19.

The March on Washington, the first large
integrated protest march, is held in
Washington, D.C. Dr. King delivers his
“I Have a Dream” speech on the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial, and afterward
he and other civil rights leaders meet
with President John F. Kennedy in the
White House.

Governor Wallace orders the Alabama
state troopers to stop the court-ordered
integration of Alabama’s elementary and
high schools until he is enjoined by court
injunction from doing so. By September
10 specific schools are actually integrated
by court order.

President Kennedy is assassinated in
Dallas, Texas.

Dr. King joins other SCLC workers in
demonstrations for the integration of
public accommodations in St. Augustine,
Florida. He is jailed.

COFO (Council of Federated Organi-
zations) initiates the Mississippi Summer
Project, a voter-registration drive orga-
nized and run by black and white students.
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June

June 21

July 2

July 18-23

August

August 4

September

September 18

December 10

CHRONOLOGY

Dr. King’s book Why We Can’t Wait is
published by Harper & Row.

Three civil rights workers—James Cha-
ney (black) and Andrew Goodman and
Michael Schwerner (white)—are re-
ported missing after a short trip to Phil-
adelphia, Mississippi.

Dr. King attends the signing of the Pub-
lic Accommodations Bill, part of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, by President
Lyndon B. Johnson in the White House.

Riots occur in Harlem. One black man
is killed.

Riots occur in New Jersey, Illinois, and
Pennsylvania.

The bodies of civil rights workers James
Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael
Schwerner are discovered by FBI agents
buried near the town of Philadelphia,
Mississippi. Neshoba County Sheriff
Rainey and his deputy, Cecil Price, are
allegedly implicated in the murders.

Dr. King and Reverend Ralph Aber-
nathy visit West Berlin at the invitation
of Mayor Willy Brandt.

Dr. King has an audience with Pope Paul
VI at the Vatican.

Dr. King receives the Nobel Peace Prize
in Oslo, Norway.
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1965
February 21

March 7

March 9

March 15

March 16

March 21-25

Malcolm X, leader of the Organization
of Afro-American Unity and former
Black Muslim leader, is murdered by
blacks in New York City.

A group of marching demonstrators
(from SNCC and SCLC) led by SCLC’s
Hosea Williams are beaten when cross-
ing the Edmund Pettus Bridge on their
planned march to Montgomery, Ala-
bama, from Selma, Alabama, by state high-
way patrolmen under the direction of Al
Lingo and sherif’sdeputiesunderthe lead-
ership of Jim Clark. An order by Gov-
ernor Wallace had prohibited the march.

Unitarian minister James Reeb is beaten
by four white segregationists in Selma
and dies two days later.

President Johnson addresses the nation
and Congress. He describes the voting
rights bill he will submit to Congress in
two days and uses the slogan of the civil
rights movement, “We Shall Overcome.”

Black and white demonstrators are
beaten by sheriff’s deputies and police
on horseback in Montgomery.

Over three thousand protest marchers
leave Selma for a march to Montgomery,
protected by federal troops. They are
joined along the way by a total of twenty-
five thousand marchers. Upon reaching
the Capitol they hear an address by Dr.
King.
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March 25

July

August—
December

August 6

August 11-16

1966

February

February 23

March

March 25

Spring

CHRONOLOGY

Mrs. Viola Luizzo, wife of a Detroit
Teamsters Union business agent, is shot
and killed while driving a carload of
marchers back to Selma.

Dr. King visits Chicago. SCLC joins with
the Coordinating Council of Community
Organizations (CCCO), led by Al Raby,
in the Chicago Project.

In Alabama, SCLC spearheads voter reg-
istration campaigns in Greene, Wilcox,
and Eutaw counties, and in the cities of
Montgomery and Birmingham.

The 1965 Voting Rights Act is signed by
President Johnson.

In Watts, the black ghetto of Los An-
geles, riots leave thirty-five dead, of
whom twenty-eight are black.

Dr. King rents an apartment in the black
ghetto of Chicago.

Dr. King meets with Elijah Muhammad,
leader of the Black Muslims, in Chicago.

Dr. King takes over a Chicago slum
building and is sued by its owner.

The Supreme Court of the United States
rules any poll tax unconstitutional.

Dr. King makes a tour of Alabama to
help elect black candidates.
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1966 (continued)
Spring

May 16

June

June 6

July 10

August 5

September

Fall

1967

January

The Alabama primary is held, the first
time since Reconstruction that blacks
have voted in any numbers.

An antiwar statement by Dr. King is read
at a large Washington rally to protest the
war in Vietnam. Dr. King agrees to serve
as cochairman of Clergy and Laymen
Concerned About Vietnam.

Stokely Carmichael and Willie Ricks
(SNCC) use the slogan “Black Power”
in public for the first time, before re-
porters in Greenwood, Mississippi.

James Meredith is shot soon after begin-
ning his 220-mile “March Against Fear”
from Memphis, Tennessee, to Jackson,
Mississippi.

Dr. King launches a drive to make Chi-
cago an “open city” in regard to housing.

Dr. King is stoned in Chicago as he leads
a march through crowds of angry whites
in the Gage Park section of Chicago’s
southwest side.

SCLC launches a project with the aim of
integrating schools in Grenada, Missis-
sippi.

SCLC initiates the Alabama Citizen Ed-
ucation Project in Wilcox County.

Dr. King writes his book Where Do We
Go from Here? while in Jamaica.
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March 12

March 25

April 4

May 10-11

July 6

July 12-17
July 23-30

July 26

October 30

CHRONOLOGY

Alabama is ordered to desegregate all
public schools.

Dr. King attacks the government’s Viet-
nam policy in a speech at the Chicago
Coliseum.

Dr. King makes a statement about the
war in Vietnam, “Beyond Vietnam,” at
the Riverside Church, New York City.

One black student is killed in rioting on
the campus of all-Negro Jackson State
College, Jackson, Mississippi.

The Justice Department reports that
more than 50 percent of all eligible black
voters are registered in Mississippi,
Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and South
Carolina.

Twenty-three people die, 725 are in-
jured in riots in Newark, New Jersey.

Forty-three die, 324 are injured in the
Detroit riots, the worst of the century.

Black leaders Martin Luther King, Jr., A.
Philip Randolph, Roy Wilkins, and Whit-
ney Young appeal for an end to the riots,
“which have proved ineffective and dam-
aging to the civil rights cause and the
entire nation.”

The Supreme Court upholds the con-
tempt-of-court convictions of Dr. King
and seven other black leaders who led
1963 marches in Birmingham. Dr. King
and his aides enter jail to serve four-day
sentences.
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1967 (continued)
November 27

1968
February 12

March 28

April 3

April 4

June 5

1986
January 18

Dr. King announces the formation by the
SCLC of a Poor People’s Campaign, with
the aim of representing the problems of
poor blacks and whites.

Sanitation workers strike in Memphis,
Tennessee.

Dr. King leads six thousand protesters
on a march through downtown Memphis
in support of striking sanitation workers.
Disorders break out during which black
youths loot stores. One sixteen-year-old
is killed, fifty people are injured.

Dr. King’s last speech, entitled “I've
Been to the Mountain Top,” is delivered
at the Memphis Masonic Temple.

Dr. King is assassinated by a sniper as he
stands talking on the balcony of his
second-floor room at the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis. He dies in St. Joseph’s Hos-
pital from a gunshot wound in the neck.
James Earl Ray is later captured and con-
victed of the murder.

Presidential candidate Senator Robert
Kennedy is shot in Los Angeles. He dies
the next day.

Following passage of Public Law 98-144,
President Ronald Reagan signs proclama-
tion declaring the third Monday in Janu-
ary of each year a public holiday in honor
of the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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