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Preface V 

tn1tructor'1 Preface

Each year, over 260,000 students take Introductory astronomy-hereafter referred to es 
Astro 101: the majority of these students are non-science majors. Moat are taking Astra 101

to fulfill a university science requirement, and many approach science with some mix of 
fear end disinterest. The traditional approach to help student. leam hae been to emphasize 
creative and engaging lectures, taking full advantage of both demonstrations and awe
Inspiring astronomical Images. However, a growing body of evidence in astronomy and 
physics education research demonstrates that even the most popular and engaging lectures 
do not engender the depth of learning for which faculty appropriately aim. Rigorous research

Into student !earning tells us that one critical factor missing from the traditional lecture-based 
classrooms Is the ablllty to Intellectually engage students In collaborative learning environ
ments where they construct their own understanding while working through active-learning 
activities. This Is best expressed in the mantra: "It's not what the teacher does that matters; 
rather It's what the students do that matters." 

Lecture-Tutorials for Introductory Astronomy has been developed in response to the 
demand from astronomy instructors for easily implemented active-learning activities for Inte
gration Into existing course structures. Rather than asking faculty-and students-to convert 
to an entirely new course structure, our approach In developing Lecture-Tutorials was to
create classroom-ready materials to augment traditional lectures. Any of the activities in this 
manual can be inserted at the end of lecture presentations, and because of the education 
research program that led to the activities' development, we are confident in asserting that 
the activities will lead to deeper and more enduring student understanding of the concepts 
addressed. 

Each Lecture-Tutorial presents a structured series of questions designed to help student 
confront and resolve conceptual and reasoning difficulties. Confronting difficulties often 
means answering questions incorrectly; this is expected. When this happens, the activities 
make use of additional questions or situated student debates designed to help a student 
understand where her or his reasoning went wrong and to develop a more thorough under
standing as a result. Therefore, while completing the activities, students are encouraged to 
focus more on their reasoning and less on trying to guess an expected answer. The activi
ties are meant to be completed by students working in pairs who "talk out" their answers 
and reasoning with each other to make their thinking explicit. 

At the conclusion of each Lecture-Tutorial, instructors are encouraged to engage their 
class in a brief discussion about the particularly difficult concepts in the activity. The online 
Instructor's Guide1 also provides "post-tutorial" questions that can be used to gauge the 
effectiveness of the Lecture-Tutorial before moving on to new material. 

Unique to this fourth edition of Lecture-Tutorials for Introductory Astronomy are seven 
new activities focusing on topics not found in the third edition. These all-new activities were 
specifically chosen to fill gaps from the third edition regarding the most common topics 
taught in an Astra 101 course. As a result, there are now new activities that focus on more 
various topics. It's now possible to complement your instruction with the "Observing the 
Universe with Multiple Telescopes," "Observing the Invisible-Molecular Excitations and 
Synchrotron Radiation," "Formation of Planets in the Solar System," "Sizing Up the Planets," 
"Comparing the Surfaces of Planets," "Detecting Exoplanets with the Transit Method" and 
"Detecting Exoplanets with Gravitational Microlensing" Lecture-Tutorials. These new activities 

11nstructors can go to http://www.pearsonhighered.com for an online Instructor's Guide that
gives detailed information on classroom implementation as well as evidence of the efficacy 
of specific activities. 
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vi Preface 

have been through the same rigorous development cycle that was used to create the highly
successful activities of the first, second and third editions.

In addition, several changes have been made to your favorite activities from the previous
editions of Le�ture-Tutorials. Over the lest several years, we have performed continuous
and systematic research to uncover places where students struggle with the wording of
questions or scenarios presented in the Lecture-Tutorial activities. As a result, many 
activities from the previous editions have been notably changed for the fourth edition. In
particular, the diagrams, graphs, and artwork have been significantly Improved to help 
students make hard-to-visualize and perceptually complex ideas more accessible and 
easier to comprehend. 
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Preface vii 

Note to the Student 

Welcome to the study of astronomy! You are about to embark on a grand study of the cos
mos. To help you better understand the topics of your course, we have created this series of 
activities called Lecture-Tutorials. In each activity, you are asked a short series of questions 
that wlll require you to work In collaboratlon with your classmates to help you learn impor
tant and dlfflcult concepts In astronomy. For every question In these activities, It Is Important 
that you write out a detalled answer. This Is crltlcal because you wlll certainly be using these 
materials to study for exams. It Is also Important because part of the leamlng process Is 
being able to express complex Ideas In writing. 

We strongly encourage you to actively engage In completing these activities In collabora
tion with another student. The process of deciphering the questions and negotiating a com
mon language to write your answers will help you understand the concepts more deeply. 
Specifically, the Lecture-Tutorials are designed to give you a starting point to think carefully 
and talk with others about concepts In astronomy. Above ell, have fun exploring astronomy! 

-Ed Prather, Gina Brlssenden, Colin Wallace, and Jeff Adams
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Position 

In this celeetlal sphere model, Earth Is stationery and the stars are carried on a sphere that 
rotates about an axis that points at the North Star. In Figure 1 below, two stars, A and B, 
are each shown at four different positions ( 1, 2, 3, and 4) through which each star will pass 
during the course of one revolution of the celestial sphere. In addition, your location on Earth 
In the Northern Hemisphere is shown. Note that only the portion of the celestlat sphere that 
Is above the horizon is shown. 

Celestial Sphere 
Rotation 

····• ..... 

c,,�,:�:····
x

Sphere 
Rotation 

Figure 1 

Celestial 
Sphere 

1) Is the horizon shown a real physical horizon or an imaginary plane that extends from
your observing location on Earth out to the celestial sphere?

2) Can the observer shown see a star when it is located below the horizon? Why or why
not?

3) Is either Star A or B ever in an unobservable position? If so, which position(s)?

4) When a star travels from a position below the observer's horizon to a position above the
observer's horizon, is that star rising or setting?

5) When a star travels from a position above the observer's horizon to a position below the
observer's horizon, is that star rising or setting?
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2 Position 

6) Star A is just visible above your eastern horizon at Position 1. At which of the numbered
positions is it just visible above your western horizon?

7) At which position(s), if  any, does Star B rise and set?

8) Two students are discussing their answers to Question 7.

Student 1: Locations B1 and B3 are on my horizon because they are rising and

setting just like A 1 and A3. 
Student 2: Figure 1 shows that Star B Js as low as it will get when it is just above the

northern horizon at B4. So Star B never goes below the horizon. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

9) Label the directions north, south, east, and west on Figure 1. Check your answer with
another group.

10) For each indicated position, describe where in the sky you must look to see the star
at that time. Each description requires two pieces of information: the direction you
must face (north, northeast, east, etc.) and how far above the horizon you must look
(low, high, or directly overhead). If you cannot see the star, state that explicitly. The
descriptions for four positions are given as examples.

a) A 1: east, low

b) A2:

c) A3:

d) A4:

e) North Star: north, high

f) 81:

g) 82: directly overhead

h) 83: northwest, high

i) 84:

Check your answers with a nearby group and resolve any inconsistencies. 

11) Does Star 8 ever set?
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MotJon 3 

For this actMty, imagine you are the obseN8f ahown on Earth tn the Nor1hern Hetl'IISChWe 
and that the bme is 6 P.M. Looking north, the aky wm appear shOwn rn Frgure 1. The 
postbOns and motions of the star tn Figure 1 can be understood b>f imagtfistg � as the 
obserYer at the center of the cetestia sphere as shown in Figure 2. In the cell!SOIII spt,e,e 
modet. Earth is stationary and the stars are carried on a sphere that rotaat.es abcXA an 
that points at the North Stac Note that only the portion of the celestial sphere that · abcMt 
your horizon is shown. 

CdesbaJSpbere 
Rotation 

•· •..

Figure 1 

�---� 
Rotation 

The x's in both figures represent four of the positions through which Star B will pass during 
the course of one revolution of the celestial sphere. Ignore Star A until Question 6. 

1) Note in Figure 1 that the position of Star B at 6 P .M. has been identified for you. Cirde
the numbered position (1, 2, 3, or 4) in Figure 2 that corresponds to the identified
location of Star Bat 6 P.M. provided in Figure 1.

2) The rotation of the celestial sphere carries Star B around so that it returns to the same
position at about 6 P.M. the next evening. label each of the x's in both figures with the
approximate time at which Star B will arrive (e.g., the location you circled in Question 1
will be labeled "6 P.M."). 

3) Using Figure 2, describe the direction you have to look to see Star B at 6 A.M.

4) The position directly overhead is called the zenith. Label the direction of the zenith on
Figure 2.
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Motion 

, , th P th 1h t l r followa It 1hown with d eh 
d n the path to rep I nt th direction Star B would 
h f tt'l four toe.ti n1 mark d wllh n •· 

llne. Dr w 1m II 
moving t th In nt 

Im lne you could • tar t noon. 1ft n mlnut I t r, In wh t dlreotlon w1II Star B 
hov moved? Expt In your r 10ntng, 

7) Using Figure 2, d acrlba In words wh r you would look to see Star A when It Is halfway
b tw n rising nd a ttlng.

eert 11; Looking Ea■t 

Figure 3 shows n ext nd d view along the eastern horizon showing the positions of Stars 
A nd e t 6 P.M. The rrow shown Is provided to Indicate the direction that Star B wlll be

moving at 6 P.M.

Flgm·e 3 

8) Recall that In Question 7, you found that Star A ends up high in the southern sky when it is
halfway between rising and setting (and therefore never passes through your zenith). Draw
8 straight arrow at the x In the east In Figure 3 (the position of Star A at 6 P.M.) to indicate
the direction Star A moves as It rises. Studying Figure 2 can also help clarify your answer.

9) Two students are discussing the direction of motion of a star rising directly in the east.

Student 1: Stars move east to west so any star rising directly in the east must be
moving straight up so that It can later set in the west. If the arrow were 
angled, the star would not travel so that It would set in the west. 

Student 2: I disagree. From Figure 2, the path of Star A starts in the east at the horizon, 
and then It goes up and will later be high in the southern sky, and then it 
will set In the west. To do this It has to move toward the south as it rises 
so I drew my arrow angled up and to the right. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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Motion 

10) Consider the student comment below.

Student: The amount of time that all stars are above the horizon is 12 hours because 

it takes 12 hours for a star to rise In the east and then set in the west. 

Do you agree or disagree with the student? Explain your reasoning. 

Consider the situation shown below in which the Sun and a group of constellations are 
shown at sunrise, Figure 4, and then shown again 8 hours later, Figure 5. 

,� ,-,"� 
Gemini. 

Figure 4 

Sun 

Taurus 
Aries 

· Getnini

Figure 5 

5 
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6 Motion 

11) Consider the following debate between two students regarding the motion of th Sun

and constellations shown In Figures 4 and 5.

Student 1 : We know the Sun rises In the esst and moves through the southern port of 
the sky and then sets In the west. Eight hours after sunrise, It mokes senso 
that the Sun w/11 have moved from being on the eastern horizon noar the 
constellstlon Cancer to being located high In the southwestern sky near the 
constellstlon Aries. 

Student 2: You're forgetting that some stsrs and oonstel/stlons slso move from 
the esst through the southern sky and to the west Just /Ike the Sun. So, 
the Sun wl/1 st/II be nesr Cancer eight hours lster. So Figure 5 Is drawn 
Incorrectly. It should show thst the constellstlons hove all moved /Ike the 
Sun, so Cancer would slso be located high In the southwestern sky, with 
the Sun, eight hours later. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
Check your answers with another group. 

12) In QuesUon 11, we found that Figure 5 was drawn Incorrectly. Redraw Figure 6 on the
figure below by sketching the approximate location of any constellaUons from Figure 5
that would stlll be visible.

C 2022 PearsM Education, 1ne. 
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Seasonal Star• 

f.lrt I: Mootbly,DffftCI.OQU 

Figure 1 shows a Sun-centered, or heliocentric, perspective view of the Earth-Sun system 
Indicating the direction of both the dally rotatJon of Earth about Its own exla and lte yeany 
orbit about the Sun, You ere the observer shown In Figure 1, located on Earth In the
Northern Hemisphere whlle facing south. 

To Nonh 

Stnr 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 shows a horizon view of what you would see when facing south on this night at the 
same time as shown In Figure 1. 

Flgul'e 2 

7 
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8 Seasonal Stars 

1) Which labeled constellatlon do you see highest In the southern sky?

2) For the time shown, which constellatlon is just to the east (I.e., to your left when you are
facing south) and which constellation is just to the west (I.e., to your right when you are 
facing south) of the highest constellation at this instant?

east: west: 

3) Noting that you are exactly on the opposite side of Earth from the Sun, what time Is it?

4) In six hours, will the observer be able to see the Sun? If not, why not? If so, in what
direction (north, south, east, or west) would you look to see the Sun?

5) Which constellation will be behind the Sun at the time described in Question 4?

6) When it is noon for the observer, which constellation will be behind the Sun?

7) One month later, Earth will have moved one-twelfth of the way around the Sun. You are
again facing south while observing at midnight. Which constellation will now be highest
in the southern sky?

8) Do you have to look east or west of the highest constellation that you see now to see
the constellation that was highest one month ago at midnight?

9) Does the constellation that was highest in the sky at midnight a month ago now rise
earlier or later than it rose last month? Explain your reasoning.
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Seasonal Stars 

f!art II: D■Uy Qlfftetncu 

Figure 3 ehowe the same Earth-Sun view as before and the bright star Betelgeuse, which is
between Taurus end Gemini. 

To Nonh 

Stor 

Figure 3 

10) Imagine last night you saw the star Betelgeuse just starting to rise on your eastern
horizon at 7:15 P.M. At 7:15 P.M. tonight, will Betelgeuse be above, below, or exactly on
your eastern horizon?

11) Two students are discussing their answers to Question 10.

Student 1: Earth makes one complete rotation about its axis each day so Betelgeuse 
will rise at the same time every night. It will therefore be exactly on the 
eastern horizon. 

Student 2: / disagree. Recall that since Earth goes around the Sun, the constellation 
Taurus rises earlier each month and so it must rise a little bit earlier each 
night, too. Betelgeuse must do the same thing. Tonight it would rise a little 
before 7:15 and be above the eastern horizon by 7:15. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

9 
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Part I: Solar Du 

Figure 1 shows a top-down 
view of the Earth-Sun 
system. Arrows Indicate the 
directions of the rotational end 
orbital motions of Earth. For 
the observer shown, the Sun 
is highest In the sky at noon. 

Solar vs. Sidereal Day 11 

Q 

o
o 

1) Earth orbits the Sun In a 1so0 
-"-------+--------+-- 3600 

counterclockwise direction
365 days 

once every 365 days.
Approximately how many
degrees does Earth move
along its orbit in one day?

270
° 

Figure 1 

2) As Earth orbits the Sun, it also rotates in a counterclockwise direction about its axis as
shown in Figure 1. We define 24 hours as the time from when the Sun Is highest in the
sky one day to when it is highest in the sky the next day. How many degrees does Earth
rotate about its axis in exactly 24 hours: 360°, slightly less than 360° , or slightly more
than 360°?

3) How long does it take Earth to rotate exactly 360° : slightly less than 24 hours, 24 hours,
or slightly more than 24 hours?

4) Two students are discussing their answers to Questions 2 and 3.

Student 1: Earth rotates about its axis once every 24 hours, and one rotation equals 
360 °. 

Student 2: I disagree. When Earth has gone around 360° it has also moved a small 
amount counterclockwise around the Sun, which means the Sun will not 
appear highest in the sky yet after a 360° rotation. Earth must spin a little 
bit more for the Sun to reach its highest point. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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12 Solar va. Sidereal Day 

fart II; Sldareal Pb 

We define a 1olar day ae the time It takes for the Sun to go from lte hlghe1t point In th eky
on one day to Its highest point In the sky on the n xt day, ond we dlvldo th t tlm Into 24
hours. 

A sldereal day Is defined as the time It takes for Earth to rotate exsotly 380° bout It xle
with respect to the distant stars. 

5) When does Earth rotate a greater amount, during a solar day or during a eldereal day?

6) Complete the sentences below by using the words provided In the parentheeee ().

Since Earth must rotate a llttle __ (more/less) during a solar day, It wlll take -
(more/less) time to complete a solar day than a sidereal day. 

Imagine that at some time In the future the direction that Earth orbits the Sun Is somehow 
reversed so that Earth now orbits the Sun approx! mately 1 ° clockwise each day. However, 
the rotation about its own axis remains counterclockwise at the same rate. 

7) In the space below, create a sketch similar to Figure 1 to depict this Imaginary situation.

8) Through how many degrees wlll Earth now rotate in a sidereal day?

9) Through how many degrees will Earth now rotate In a solar day?

10) Is a sidereal day now longer, shorter, or the same length as a sidereal day was before
we changed Earth's orbital direction?

11) Is a solar day now longer, shorter, or the same length as a solar day was before we
changed Earth's orbital direction?

12) Which will take longer, a solar or a sidereal day?
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Ecliptic 13 

For all parts of this activity, It Is helpful to Imagine that the stars are 50 bright (or ?ur .sun so
dim) that the stars can be seen during the day so that your sky might appear as m Figure 1. 

Part I: Dally Motion 

On December 1, at noon, you are looking 
toward the south and see the Sun among the 
stars of the constellation Scorpius as shown in 
Figure 1. 

1) At 3 P. M. that afternoon, will the Sun
appear among the stars of the constellation
Capricornus, Sagittarius, Scorpius, Libra, or
Virgo?

2) Two students are discussing their answers 
to Question 1. 

12 noon, Dec I 

I 

Sun 
Scorpius 

k � 
�ttarius : Libra 

J\ Capricomus : 
<j • 

Figure 1 

Student 1: The Sun moves from the east through the southern part of the sky and
then to the west. By 3 P.M. it will have moved from being high in the
southern sky to the west into the constellation Libra. 

Student 2: You're forgetting that stars and constellations, like those in Figure 1, will 
rise in the east, move through the southern sky, and then set in the west 
just like the Sun. So the Sun and Scorpius will both have moved together 
into the western part of the sky where Libra is now by 3 P.M.

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

Recall that in the celestial sphere model, the stars' daily motions result from the rotation of 
the celestial sphere. 

3) Is it possible to model the Sun's daily motion by assuming that the Sun is fixed to the

celestial sphere and is carried along its path across the sky by the sphere's rotation?

Explain why or why not.
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14 Ecliptic 

e,rt 11; Mootbty Cb1nuu

ay careful observation of the Sun's position in the sky throughout the year, we find that the
celestial sphere rotat�s slightly more than 360° every 24 hours. Figure 2 shows the same
view of the sky (as Figure .1) but on December 2 at noon. For comparison , the view from the
previous day at the same time is also shown in gray.

4) Draw the location of the Sun as accurately as possible In Figure 2.

5) figure 3 shows the same view of the sky (as Figure 1) one month later on January 1 at
noon. Draw the location of the Sun as accurately as possible in this figure.

Figure 2 

12 noon, Jan I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Capricomus p;, Sagitta
�

' .� 1 • Scorpius - , I .• •, 

.. Frius 1 Libra rJ, 

Figure 3 

6) Two students are discussing their answers to Questions 4 and 5.

student 1: The Sun will always lie along the dotted line in the figures when it's noon.

Student 2: But, we saw in Question 3 that the Sun's motion can be modeled by
assuming it ls stuck to the celestial sphere. The Sun must, therefore, stay 
in Scorpius. 

student 1: If that were true, then by March the Sun would be setting at noon. The Sun
must shift a little along the celestial sphere each day so that in 30 days it
has moved toward the east into the next constellation. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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Eollptlc 

e rt 111: Iba EcUA.fu. 

The zodlocol con tollollone woro of ap olol Int r l lo nolont o tronom ro b couoo lho
ore tho oonsl llollons through which u, Sun movoe throughout th y or. Theoo onclont
astronomers Imagined th t tho Sun we fix d to tho o lo ti I ph r to account for dolly
motions, but they also lmogln d th t th Sun oould mov ellghtly along tho phoro from
day to day. The Sun's position on tho oeloatlol sphoro (among tho t r In tho conet0ll0tlon
ScorplL1s} on Deoembor 1 Is shown In Figure 4,

Figure 4 

e 2022 Pearson Education, Inc. LECTURE-TVTORIALS FOR INTRODUCTORY ASTRONOMY 

FOURTH EDITION 



16 
Ecliptic 

7) On Figure 4, draw where the Sun wlll be located on the celestial sphere on January 1 ·
Label this position "Jan 1,"

8) On Figure 4, for the other constellations, draw in the Sun and label the constellation with
the approximate date that the Sun will be located there.

The line drawn through these constellations, tracing out the Sun's annual path, is called the
ecllptlc. 

9) Label the ecliptic In Figure 4.

10) About how many times does the celestial sphere rotate in the time it takes the Sun to
move between two adjacent constellations (i.e., 1 /12 of the way around) along the
ecliptic?

11) How long does it take the Sun to make one complete trip around the ecliptic (i.e., from
Scorpius to Scorpius)?

Part IV: Wrap-Up 

It is important to realize that the ecliptic represents an annual drift of the Sun and does not 
represent the daily path of the Sun. Instead, it is the rotation of the celestial sphere that 
model's the Sun's daily motion through the sky. Also, since the ecliptic is tilted with respect to 
the rotation axis of the celestial sphere, the �cliptic slowly "wobbles" as the celestial sphere 
rotates. The Sun's position on the ecliptic is only important in deciding whether the Sun's 
daily path will carry it high in the sky (summer) or low in the sky (winter). In Figure 5a, the 
Sun's position along the ecliptic and its path for one day (dashed line) are shown for two 
different dates: December 1 (in Scorpius) and June 1 (in Taurus). Figures 5b, 5c, and 5d 
show the path of the Sun and the wobble of the ecliptic at six-hour intervals as the celestial 
sphere rotates. Study these figures, carefully noting that the ecliptic and Sun are both carried 
by the celestial sphere. 

12) On Figure Sd, label the ecliptic (Sun's annual path) and the Sun's daily path for
December 1 and June 1.

13) Which Figure (Sa, Sb, Sc, or Sd) shows the Sun at noon, low in the southern sky, when it
would be among the stars of the constellation Scorpius?

14) Which Figure (Sa, Sb, Sc, or Sd) shows the Sun at noon, high in the southern sky, when
it would be among the stars of the constellation Taurus?

© 2022 Pearson Education, Inc. LECTURE-TUTORIALS FOR INTRODUCTORY ASTRONOMY 

FOURTH EDITION 



, 

I 

• 

, 
, 

" 
, 

, 

, 
, 

'\ 
Figure Sa 

. ., .. ----..... -------
,,,,. 

., . , . , . 
,- . 

, . 

12 hours later 

Figure Sc 
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June I (Sun in Taurus) 

..

6 hours later \ 

Figure Sb 

Figure Sd 
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Star Charts 

Consider the overhead-view star map for July at midnight shown in Figure 1. In particular, 
notice that the directions of north and east have been identified and that the names of 
different star groups (constellations) have been provided. 

E-

Figure 1 

1) Which star group will appear highest in the night sky at this particular time?

19 
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2) Figure 2 shows a south-facing horizon view star map for July at midnight. What Is the
name of the star group that appears highest In the sky on this south-facing horizon view
star map? (Hint: refer to the names provided In Figure 1.)

Figure 2

3) How would you have to hold, rotate, fold, and/or change the overhead-view star map
shown in Figure 1 so that it could be used as a south-facing star map like the one
provided in Figure 2?

4) How would your answer to the previous question change if you wanted to use the star
map from Figure 1 as a north-facing map?

5) Do you still agree with your answer to Question 1? Why or why not?

6) When looking at the overhead-view star map from Figure 1,

a) on what part of the map (left, right, top, bottom, or center) is the star group that will
appear highest in the night sky? What is the name of this star group?

b) on what part of the map (left, right, top, bottom, or center) is the star group that will
appear near the southern horizon? What is the name of this star group?

c) on what part of the map (left, right, top, bottom, or center) is the star group that will
appear near the eastern horizon? What is the name of this star group?
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Kepler's Second Law

Part I; Eau11 Acta 10 Eau11 Jim• Jot•rv•I•
Kepler's second law of planetary motion states that a line Joining a planet and the Sunsweeps out equal amounts of area In equal Intervals of time.
Imagine the situation shown at the rightIn which a planet Is moving In a perfectly A circular orbit around Its companion star. -ff,...__ Note that the time between each position shown Is exactly one month.
1) Does this planet obey Kepler's second law? How do you know?

21 

D 
J 

G 

2) If you were carefully watching this planet during the entire orbit, would the speed of theplanet be increasing, decreasing, or staying the same? How do you know?
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In th draWlng b low, 8 plan t th t obey■ Kepi r's a COnd I w I hown t nln dlff r nt
locatton (A-1) during the pl nat'e orbit round lta comp nlon st r.

F 
A 

3) Draw two lines: one connecting the planet at Position A to the star and a second line
connecting the planet at Position B to the star. Shade in the area swept out by the
planet when traveling from Positions A to B.

4) Pick any two planet positions (C, D, E, F, G, H, 1)-note, they do not have to be
consecutive-that you could use to construct a swept-out area that would have
approximately the same area as the one you shaded In for Question 3. Shade In the
second swept-out area using the planet positions that you chose. Note: Your shaded
area needs to be only roughly the same size; no calculations or quantitative estimates
are required.

5) How would the time it takes the planet to travel from Position A to Position B compare
(greater than, less than, or equal to) to the time it takes to travel between the two
positions you selected in Question 4? Explain your reasoning.

6) During which of the two time intervals for which you sketched the shaded areas in
Questions 3 and 4 is the distance traveled by the planet greater?

7) During which of the two time intervals for which you sketched the shaded areas in
Questions 3 and 4 would the planet be traveling faster? Explain your reasoning.
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Keeler'• Second Law

Poet Iii KtQl1t
1

• 81gpnd Law and th• OPtfd of th• PltofSI

The drawing below howa nother pl net'e orbit. In thl1 cate, the twetve positions �hown
(A-L) re 8 ch ex ctly one month pert. As before, the planet ehown obey Kepler 8 
second law. 

0 A 

8) Does the planet appear to be traveling the same distance each month?

9) At which position would the planet have been traveling the fastest? The slowest?Explain your reasoning.

10) At Position D, is the speed of the planet increasing or decreasing as time goes on?
Explain your reasoning.

11 ) Provide a concise statement that describes the relationship that exists between a 
planet's orbital speed and the planet's distance from its companion star. 

23 
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24 Kepler's Second Law 

Part Ill; Kepler'• Second Law and Ecgntnctty

Conskier the table beJow listing the orbit eccentricities for objects in the solar system, Recal
that an orbit wilh an eocentricity of zero is perfectly circular Whereas the highfy elfiptkaJ Of'bits 
shoWn in Parts I and II wouJd have a high eccentricity of approximately 0.90. 

Object Eccentricity of Orbtt 

Mercury 0.206 

Venus 0.007 

Earth 0.016 

Mars 0.093 

Jupiter 0.048 

Saturn 0.054 

Uranus 0.047 

Nep1une 0.008 

Pluto 0.248 

12) Which of the lhree orbits shown below (A, 8, or C) would you say most closely matches
the shape of Earth's orbit around the Sun? Explain your reasoning.

c�

13) Which of the objects fisted in the table above would experience the largest change in
orbital speed and which would experience the smallest change in orbital speed?

14) Describe the extent to which you think Earth's orbital speed changes throughout a
year? Explain your reasoning.
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Kepler's third law describes the relationship between how long it take� a p_lanet to orbit �
star (orbital period) and how far away that planet is from the star (orbital distance). In this
activity, we Investigate an imaginary planetary system that has an average star, like the 
Sun, lo�ted at the center of the orbits of two planets. A huge Jupiter-like planet �a�e_d
Esus orbits close to the star while a small Earth-like, terrestrial planet named Suhs 1s ,n an
orbit far away around the st�r. Use this information when answering the next four questions. 
If you're not sure of the correct answers to Questions 1-4, just take a guess. We'll return to
these questions later In this activity.

1) Which of the two planets (Esus or Sulis) do you think will move around the central star in
the least amount of time? Explain your reasoning.

2) If Esus and Sulis were to switch positions, would your answer to Question 1 change? If
so, how? If not, why not?

3) Do you thin� the orbital period for Esus would increase, decrease, or stay the same if its
mass were increased? Explain your reasoning.

4) Imagine both Esus and Sulis were in orbit around the same central star at the same
distance and that their orbital positions would never intersect (so that they would never
collide). Which of the two planets (Esus or Sulis) do you think will move around the
central star in the least amount of time? Explain your reasoning.
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2 Kepler'a Third Law 

Th gr ph b low lllustr tea how the orbltel period (expressed In years) and orbital distance
( xpr sed In a tronomlcel unite, AU) of a planet are related.

5) Aooordlng to the graph, ................... . , . ..... ............................ , ........ ....... ........... ...- -- --

would you say that the orbital 
period of planets appears to 
lnorea e, decrease, or stay 
the same as their orbital 
distance Is lnoreased? 

6) How far from the central star
does a planet orbit If It has an
orbltal period of one year?

.. 
. ....... .......... ...........................

. , ... ..... , ..... .......... .. , .. ,_ .. ........ . - . .. . 

........ .......... .......... ........... .
.......... ........... ..... _.. ......... .. .. 

........ .......... ,., ... !"'., .......... ........... ........... , ......... ...... ' 
·- --

""'"' ......... , ""'"''' .......... .......... , ........ ... 

2 3 4 5 6 

Orbital Distance (AU) 

7) How long does it take a planet to complete one orbit if it is twice the distance from the
central star as the planet described in Question 6?

8) Based on your results from Questions 6 and 7, which of the following best describes
how a planet's orbital period will change (if at all) when its distance to the central star is
doubled? Circle your choice.

a) The planet's orbital period will decrease by half.

b) The planet's orbital period wlll not change.

c) The planet's orbital period will double.

d) The planet's orbital period will more than double.
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Kepler's Third Law

In the table below we have provided the orbital distances, orbital period5, 0nd masses for

the eight planets In our solar system.

Planet Orbital Distance Orbital Period Planet Mass 

(In astronomical (In years) (in units of Earth's 

units AU) mass) 

Mercury 0.38 0.24 0.06 

Venus 0.72 0.61 0.82 

Earth 1.0 1.0 1.0 

Mars 1.52 1.88 0.11 

Jupiter 5.20 11.86 318 

Saturn 9.54 29.46 95.2 

Uranus 19.2 84.01 14.54 

Neptune 30.06 164.8 17.15 

27 

9) What is the name of the planet that you identified the orbital distance for in Question 6?

10) Using the information provided in the table above and on the graph on the previous
page, which of the answers below best describes how a planet's mass will affect its
orbital period. Circle your choice.

a) Planets that have small masses have longer orbital periods than planets with large
masses.

b) Planets with the same mass will also have the same orbital period.

c) Planets that have large masses have longer orbital periods than planets with small
masses.

d) A planet's mass does not affect the orbital period of a planet.

Explain your reasoning and cite a specific example from the table or graph to support 
your choice. 
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11) A student In your class makes the following comment about the relationship between the
location of planets In our solar system and their orbital period and mass.

Student: As �e look at planets farther away from the Sun than Mercury, we se� that
the,r distances get bigger and that the mass of the planets is also gettmg 
larger. So I think that the farther away a planet is from the Sun, the more 
massive it will be and the longer it wlll take to go around the Sun. 

Do you agree or disagree with this student? Which planet(s) listed in the table above 
support your answer? Explain your reasoning. 

12) Review your answers to Questions 1-4. Do you still agree with the answers you
provided? If not, describe (next to your original answers) how you would change the
answers you gave initially.
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Newton's Laws and Gravity

Part I: Ib• Fore• of Oraylty 

Newton's law of unlveraal gravitation describes the attracttve gravitational force that exists

between any two bodies with the following equation: 

GMm 

fl 

29 

G Is the gravltatlonal constant (which for this activity you can assign a value of 1 ). Mand m
are the masses of the two objects attracting one another, and r Is the distance from the
center of one object to the center of the other object. 

1) Given that Earth is much larger and more massive than the Moon, how does the
strength of the gravitational force that the Moon exerts on Earth compare to the
gravitational force that Earth exerts on the Moon? Explain your reasoning.

2) Consider the following debate between two students about their answer to the previous
question.

Student 1: To calculate the strength of each gravitational force, you have to use both 
masses and the distance between Earth and the Moon in the equation. 
Because each calculation uses the same numbers, you will get the same 
gravitational force on Earth and on the Moon, so they are equal. 

Student 2: I disagree. I said that Earth exerts the stronger force because it is way 
bigger than the Moon. Because Its mass is bigger, the gravitational force 
Earth exerts has to be bigger too. I think you are confusing Newton's third 

law with the law of gravity. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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30 Newton's Laws and Gravity 

3) How would the strength of the force between the Moon and Earth change if the mass of
the Moon were somehow made two times greater than its current mass?

Part II: Force-Distance Relationship 

In the picture below, a spaceprobe traveling from Earth to Mars is shown at the hatfway point 
between the two (not to scale). 

.Mars 

�paceprobe 

4) On the diagram, clearly label the location where the spaceprobe would be when the
gravitational force by Earth on the spaceprobe is strongest? Explain your reasoning.

5) On the diagram, clearly label the location where the spaceprobe would be when the
gravitational force by Mars on the spaceprobe is strongest. Explain your reasoning.
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6) When the spacecraft la at the halfway point, how does the streng1h of lhe gravitational

force on the spaceprobe by Earth compa're with the strength of the gravitational force on

the spaceprobe by Mars? Explain your reasoning.

7) Two students are discussing their answer to the previous question.

Student 1: Since the spaceprobe is exactly halfway between Earth and Mars, the
strength of the gravitational forces would be the same since the distances 
are the same. 

Student 2: You're right that the distances are the same, but you're forgetting about 
mass. The Earth is much more massive than the Moon so, the strength of 
the gravitational force on the spaceprobe by Earth has to be bigger than 
the strength of the gravitational force on the spaceprobe by Mars. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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8) If the spaceprobe had lost all ability to control its motion and was sitting at rest at the .
midpoint between Earth and Mars, would the spacecraft stay at the midpoint or would it
start to move?

If you think it stays at the midpoint, explain why it would not move.

If you think it would move, then: (a) Describe the direction It would move; (b) describe
if it would speed up or slow down; (c) describe how the net (or total) force on the 
spaceprobe would change during this motion; and (d) identify when/where the
spaceprobe would experience the greatest acceleration.

9) Imagine that you need to completely stop the motion· of the spaceprobe and have it
remain at rest while you perform a shutdown and restart procedure. You have decided
that the best place to carry out this procedure would be at the position where the net (or
total) gravitational force on the spaceprobe by Mars and Earth would be zero. On the
diagram, label the location where you would perform this procedure. (Make your best
guess; there is no need to perform any calculations here.) Explain the reasoning behind
your choice.
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Apparent and Absolute Magnitudes of Stars

1) Which value, apparent magnitude, or absolute magnitude:

a) tells us how bright an object will appear from Earth?

b) tells us about the object's actual brightness?

33 

2) The full Moon has an apparent magnitude of -12.6, and when Mars is at its brightest in
the night sky, Its apparent magnitude is +2.0.

a) Which of the two objects has the bigger apparent magnitude number?

b) Which object will look brighter from Earth, the full Moon or Mars? How do you know?

c) Imagine a new object has been discovered that, from Earth, appears dimmer than
Mars. Make up a possible apparent magnitude number for this object.

3) Consider the following debate between two students.

Student 1: I think a star with an apparent magnitude number of -2.0 would look 
brighter than a star with an apparent magnitude number of +1.0. 

Student 2: I disagree. You don't understand the number scale for apparent and 
absolute magnitude. The bigger the number the brighter the star. So the 
+1.0 star would look brighter than the -2.0 star.

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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Appl rent and Ab1olut Magnttud s of Stars

4) S r Yapp ars much bright r th n St r z when viewed from Earth, but Is found to
actu lly glv off much leu light. Assign a 9 t of possible valuu for the appar�nt 8�
absolute magnitude& of these Stal'$ that would be consistent with the Information gJVen rn
the previous stat m nt. Explain your reasoning.

5) The star Alissa has en apparent magnitude of 0.1 and is located about 250 parsecs_ 
away from Earth. Which of the following Is most likely the absolute magnitude for Alrssa:

a) -6.9

b) 0.1

c) 7.1

Explain your reasoning. 

6) Refer to the following table for Questions 6a-6d:

Apparent Magnitude 

Star A: 1 
Star B: 1 
Star C: 5 
Star D: 4 

Absolute Magnitude 

1 

2 

4 

4 

a} Which object appears brighter from Earth: Star C or Star D? Explain your reasoning.

b) Which object Is actually brighter: Star A or Star D? Explain your reasoning.
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Apparent and Absolute Magnitudes of Stars

c) For Stara A-D, slate whether the star Is closer then, farther than, or exactly 10
parsecs away from Earth. Explain your reasoning.

35 

d) Would the apparent magnitude number of Star A Increase, decrease, or stay the
same, If It were located at a distance of 40 parsecs? What about the absolute
magnitude number? Explain your reasoning.

7) Star F is known to have an apparent magnitude of -26. 7 and an absolute magnitude
of 4.8. 

_W
here might this star be located? What is the name of this star? Explain your

reasoning.
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The Parsec 37 

Part I: Stars In the Sky 

Consider the diagram to the right. 

1) Imagine that you are looking at the
stars from Earth in January. Use a
straightedge or a ruler to draw a straight
line from Earth in January, through the
Nearby Star (Star A), out to the Distant
Stars. Which of the distant stars would
appear closest to Star A in your night
sky in January? Circle this distant star
and label it "Jan."

2) Repeat Question 1 for July and label the
distant star "July."

3) In the box below, the same distant stars
are shown as you would see them in the
night sky. Draw a small x to indicate the
position of Star A as seen in January
and label it "Star A Jan."

4) In the same box, draw another x to
indicate the position of Star A as seen in
July and label it "Star A July."

In astronomy, parallax is the apparent 
motion of a nearby object, relative to distance 
objects, due to the motion of Earth around 
the Sun. 
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5) Imagine you were observing two stars
(C and D) that both exhibit parallax. As
Earth orbits the Sun during the year, you
observe that Star C appears to move
by a greater amount than Star D. Does
this mean that Star C is closer or farther
from you than Star D? If you're not sure,
just take a guess. We'll return to this
question later In this adivity.

Part 11; What's a Parsec? 

Consider the diagram to the right. 

6) Starting from Earth in January, draw
a line through Star A to the top of the
page.

7) There is now a narrow triangle, created
by the line you drew, the dotted line from
the Sun, through Star A to the distant
s1ars, and the dotted line from the Sun to
Earth. The small angle, just below Star
A, fanned by the two longest sides of
this triangle is called the parallax angle

for Star A. Label this angle up
A

."

Knowing a star's parallax angle allows us 
to calculate the distance to the star. Since 
even the nearest stars are still very far 
away, parallax angles are extremely small. 
These parallax angles are measured in "arc
seconds" where an arcsecond is 1 /3600 of 1 
degree. 

To describe the distances to stars, 
astronomers use a unit of length called the 
parsec. One parsec is defined as the dis
tance to a star that has a parallax angle of 
exactly 1 ar�ond. 

Note: 1 parsec is 206,265 AU. Since the 
distance from the Sun to even the closest 
star is so much greater than 1 AU, we can 
consider the distance from Earth to a star 
and the distance from the Sun to that star 
to be approximately equal. 
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8) If the parallax angle for Star A (p ) Is 1 arosecond, what Is the distance from the Sun to
Ster A? (Hint: Use parsec as you� unit of distance.) Label this distance on the diagram.

9) Is a parsec a unit of length or a unit of angle? It can't be both.

Part Ill: Distances 

10) On your diagram from Part 11, draw a second star along the dotted line farther from the
Sun than Star A and label this faraway star "Star B." Repeat steps 6 and 7 from Part II,
except label the parallax angle for this Star B with p

8
. 

11) Which star, the closer one (Star A) or the farther one (Star B), has the larger parallax
angle?

12) Consider the following debate between two students regarding the relationship between
parallax angle and the distance we measure to a star.

Student 1: If the distance to the star is more than 1 parsec, then the parallax angle
must be more than 1 arcsecond. So a star that is many parsecs away will 
have a large parallax angle. 

Student 2: If we drew a diagram for a star that was much more than 1 parsec away 
from us, the triangle in the diagram would be pointier than the one we just 
drew in Part II. That should make the parallax angle smaller for a star 

farther away. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

13) Check your answers to Question 5 and resolve any discrepancies.
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We are often unable to directly measure distances to faraway objects in our night sky.

However, we can obtain the distances to relatlvely nearby stars by using their parallax

angles. Because even these stars are very far away (up to about 500 parsecs), the parallax

angles for these stars are very small. They are measured in units of arcseconds, where
1 arcsecond Is 1 /3600 of 1 degree. To give you a sense of how small this angle is, the thin
edge of a credit card, when viewed from one football field away, covers an angle of about 
1 arcsecond. 

Consider the starfield drawing shown In 
Figure 1. This represents a tiny patch of our 
night sky. In this drawing we will imagine that 
the angle separating Stars A and B is just 1 /2 
of an arcsecond. 

o � tar .A

00 
o O o

0 

luly2000 
O 
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Qb a, 
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o
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Figure 1 

In Figure 2 (see the final page of the activity), there are drawings of this starfield taken at 
different times during the year. One star in the field moves back and forth across the star 
field (exhibits parallax) with respect to the other, more distant stars. 

1) Using Figure 2, determine which star exhibits parallax. Circle that star on each picture in
Figure 2.

© 2022 Pearson Education, Inc. 
LECTURE-TUTORIALS FOR INTRODUCTORY ASTRONOMY 

FOURTH EDITION 



42 Parallax and Distance 

2) In Figure 1, draw a line that shows the range of motion for the star you saw exhibiting
parallax in the drawings from Figure 2. Lebel the end points of this llne with the months
when the star appears et those end points.

3) How many times bigger Is the separation between Stars A and B compared to the
distance between the end points of the line showing the range of the motion for the star
exhibiting parallax?

4) What Is the angular separation between the end points that you marked in Figure 1 for
the nearby star exhibiting parallax?

Note: We define a star's parallax angle as half the angular separation between the end 
points of the star's angular motion. 

5) What is the parallax angle for the nearby star exhibiting parallax from Question 1?

Note: We define 1 parsec as the distance to an object that has a parallax angle of 
1 are§.!£ond. For a star with a parallax angle of 2 arcseconds, the distance to the star from 
Earth would be 1 /2 of a parsec. 

6) For a star with a parallax angle of 1/2 of an arcsecond, what is its distance from us
(in parsecs)?

7) For a star with a parallax angle of 1/4 of an arcsecond, what is its distance from us
(in parsecs)?

8) What is the distance from us to the nearby star exhibiting parallax in the drawings from
Figure 2? (Hint: Consider your answer to Question 5.)

a) 1 parsec

b) 2 parsecs

c) 4 parsecs

d) 8 parsecs

e) 16 parsecs
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Spectroscopic Parallax

Part I: Magnitude• and Star Ql1tanca1 

Below Is a table of four stars along with their apparent and absolute magnitudes. Use this 
table to answer the followlng questions. 

Apparent Absolute Distance 
Magnitude Magnitude 

Star A: 0 0 
Star B: 0 2 
Star C: 5 4 

Star D: 4 4 

1) Which object appears brighter from Earth: Star C, Star D, or neither? Explain your
reasoning.

2) Which object is more luminous: Star C, Star D, or neither? Explain your reasoning.

45 

3) Star B has an apparent magnitude of 0, which tells us how bright it appears from Earth.
Star B has an absolute magnitude of 2, which tells us how bright it would appear if it
were at a distance of 10 parsecs (about 33 light-years).

Where would Star B appear brighter, at its actual distance or if it were at a distance of
1 O parsecs? Explain your reasoning.

4) Is Star B closer than 10 parsecs, farther than 10 parsecs, or exactly 10 parsecs away?
Record your answer in the table above, and explain your reasoning.

5) Fill in the distance column of the above table with closer than 10 parsecs, farther than
10 parsecs, or exactly 10 parsecs away. Explain your reasoning for the distances you
recorded for Stars A, C, and D.
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Part II: Spectro,coplc Paralla! 

Bright -10

-5 / 
Main Sequence Stars

u�
0 � a

!J
5 
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Dim 15 

0 B A F 

Spectral Type 

Sun 

G K M

Below is a table giving both the apparent magnitude and spectral type for five main 
sequence stars. For each star, do the following: 

6) Using the above H-R diagram, estimate the absolute magnitude for each star and write
your answer in the absolute magnitude column of the table below.

7) Complete the distance column in the table below by classifying each star as being
closer than, farther than, or exactly 10 parsecs away. This procedure, called
spectroscopic parallax, provides astronomers with another way to measure the distance
to stars.

Star Apparent 
Magnitude 

Star 1 15.0 

Star 2 0.1 

Star 3 -1.0

Star 4 5.0

Star 5 -8.0
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Electromagnetic (EM) Spectrum of Light 
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1) The electromagnetic spectrum of light is often arranged in terms of frequency. Which
one of the following has the highest frequency (circle one)?

visible 
light 

radio 
waves 

microwaves 

X-rays

infrared 
light 

ultraviolet 
light 

gamma 
rays 

2) The electromagnetic spectrum of light can also be arranged in terms of wavelengths.
Which one of the following has the longest wavelength (circle one)?

visible 
light 

gamma 
rays 

X-rays 

microwaves 

ultraviolet 
light 

radio 
waves 

unfrared 
light 

47 

] 

3) Which of the following types of light travels at the fastest speed (circle your answer(s))?

Explain your answer.

ultraviolet 
light 

microwaves 
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4) Another property of light Is the energy. Which of the following has the greatest energy
(circle one)?

ultraviolet 
llght 

microwaves 

X-rays 

radio 
waves 

gamma 
rays 

Infrared 
light 

visible 
light 

5) Consider the following discussion between two students about the different properties of
light.

Student 1: I think I get how light works. If you look at the chart of the electromagnetic 
spectrum, it shows that light with a higher frequency will also have a long 
wavelength. But it all has the same speed. 

Student 2: I disagree. If one type of light has a lot of energy and a high frequency, 
it will have a faster speed than light that has a lower energy and a low 
frequency. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

6) Complete the following sentence describing the relationship among the energy,
frequency, and wavelength of light, using the words highest, lowest, longest, and/or
shortest.

The portion of the electromagnetic spectrum of light with the greatest energy has 
the ______ frequency and the ______ wavelengths.
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7) For each statement (a-d) provided below, circle the word choice that correctly describes
how the two forms of light compare.

a) Infrared light has greater / lesser energy than ultraviolet light.

b) X-ray photons have longer I shorter wavelengths than gamma ray photons.

c) Visible electromagnetic radiation has a higher / lower frequency than radio
electromagnetic radiation.

d) Infrared light has a faster/ slower/ same speed than microwave light.

8) Of all the types of light the Sun gives off, it emits the greatest amount of light at visible
light wavelengths. If the Sun were to cool off dramatically and as a result start giving off
mainly light at wavelengths longer than visible light, how would the frequency, energy,
and speed of this light given off by the Sun also be different? Explain your reasoning.
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Telescopes and Earth;s AtmosphGre 51 

The drawing below Illustrates the amount that different waveteng1hs of llght are able to 
penetrate down through Earth's atmosphere. The shaded regions are used in this drawing to 
depict different layers In Earth's atmosphere. Notice that the atmosphere can be completely 
transparent to light at some wavelengths (all three lines passing through the atmosphere 
to the surface of Earth) and yet can also completely absorb other wavelengths of light (al• 
three lines stopping In the atmosphere before reaching Earth's surface). 

Gamma Ultraviolet (UV) 
Radiation X-rays Radiation 

�ss 

· . .  _. ·- .
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1) Which, If any, of the different wavelengths of light (electromagnetic radiation) shown in
the Image on the previous page are able to completely penetrate Earth's atmosphere
end reach the surface?

2) Which, If any, of the different wavelengths of light (electromagnetic radiation) shown In
the image on the previous page only part/ally penetrate Earth's atmosphere and reach
the surface?

3) Which, If any, of the different wavelengths of light (electromagnetic radiation) shown In
the Image on the previous page are completely absorbed in Earth's atmosphere and
never reach the surface?

4) Federal funding agencies form committees to decide which telescope projects will
receive funds for construction. When deciding which projects will be funded, the
committees must consider:
• that certain wavelengths of light are blocked from reaching Earth's surface by the

atmosphere,
• how efficiently telescopes detect wavelengths, and
• that telescopes in space are much more expensive to construct than Earth-based

telescopes.

Use these three criteria when you consider each pairing of telescope proposals listed 
below (a-d). State which proposal out of each pair you would choose to fund. Explain 
the reasoning behind your decision for each pair. 

a) Which of the two proposals described below would you choose to fund?

Project Delta: 
A gamma ray wavelength telescope, located in Antarctica, which will be used to look 
for evidence to indicate the presence of a black hole. 

Project Theta: 
A visible wavelength telescope, located on a university campus, which will be used 
in the search for planets outside the solar system. 

Explain your reasoning. 
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b) Which of the two proposals described below would you choose to fund?

Project Beta: 
An X-ray wavelength telescope, located near the North Pole, which will be used to 
examine the Sun. 

Project Alpha: 
An Infrared wavelength telescope, placed on a satellite In orbit around Earth, which will 
be used to view supernovae. 

Explain your reasoning. 

c) Which of the two proposals described below would you choose to fund?

Project Rho: 
A UV wavelength telescope, placed on a satellite in orbit around Earth, which will be 
used to look at distant galaxies. 

Project Sigma: 
A visible wavelength telescope, placed on a satellite in orbit around Earth, which will be 
used to observe a pair of binary stars located in the constellation Ursa Major. 

Explain your reasoning. 

d) Which of the two proposals described below would you choose to fund?

Project Zeta: 
A radio wavelength telescope, located in the high elevation mountains of Chile, which will be 
used to detect potential communications from distant civilizations outside our solar system. 

Project Epsilon: 
An infrared wavelength telescope, placed on the floor of the Mojave Desert, which will 
be used to view newly forming stars (protostars) in the Orion nebula. 

Explain your reasoning. 
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An Interferometer Is 8 group of telescopes that work together as a slngle telescope. Because 
en interferometer consists of multiple telescopes, it can make observations that are not 
possible with a single telescope. 

The llght-collectlng power (LCP) of en Interferometer Is a number that indicates how much 
light it can collect. The greeter the LCP, the better the Interferometer It Is able to detect 
objects that appear dim. The equation for the LCP of an interferometer Is LCP = N x A. In 
this equation, N Is the number of Individual telescopes In the Interferometer, and A is the 
average area of the telescopes. 

The Light-Collecting Power (LCP) and Number of Telescopes (N) of three interferometers 
(A, B, and C) are plotted in the graph at right. 

1) Rank the Light-Collecting Power (LCP) of the
interferometers (A, B, and C) from greatest to least.

2) Which of the interferometers has the smallest
telescopes? Explain your reasoning.

Number of Telescopes {N) 

The resolution of an interferometer is a number that indicates how small are the details that 
the interferometer can detect. A small resolution number indicates that the interferometer 
can identify small details, or distinguish objects that are separated by a small distance. 
The equation for the resolution of an interferometer is R=A/ B. In this equation, R is the 
resolution, A is the wavelength of light being observed, and Bis the baseline (which is the 
distance between the telescopes that are farthest apart in the interferometer). 

The Observed Wavelength (A) and Baseline (8) of three interferometers (D, E, and F) are 
plotted in the graph at right. 

3) Rank the resolution (R) of the three interferometers (D, E,
and F) from smallest to largest number. � 

i 

> ., 
� 
-g 
t 

4) If all three interferometers (D, E, and F) observe the same �
object, which interferometer could produce images with the 
smallest details? Explain your reasoning.

•D • E

• F

Baseline (8) 
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6) Two students are discussing their answers to Questions 3 and 4:

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

I think you get a better image when the resolution is small, because
then you can see small details and objects that are separated by a small
amount. The resolution Is the wavelength dNided by the baseline, so when
the wavelength Is small, and the baseline is large, you get a really small

resolution because that's a small number divided by a large number. That 
means, Interferometer F would produce images with the smallest details. 
I disagree. I think a large resolution is good because that means you can 
see s large number of details. What you said about dividing two numbers 
makes sense, though. So to get a large resolution, you should obseNe 
at long wavelengths with a short baseline. That means, Interferometer D 

would produce images with the largest number of details. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

6) Consider two different interferometers whose properties are given in the table below.

Interferometer 1 Interferometer 2 

Number of Telescopes 15 5 

Wavelength Observed Long Short 

Baseline Small Large 

Size of Telescopes Large Small 

Compare the two interferometers by completing the blanks in the sentences below by 
circling the correct words or phrases. 

Interferometer 1 contains a ___ (larger/smaller) number of telescopes that 
are ___ (larger/smaller) in size; therefore, it has a ____ (larger/smaller) 
LCP than Interferometer 2. Interferometer 2 has a ___ (larger/smaller) base-
line and observes light at ___ (longer/shorter) wavelengths; therefore, it has 
a ___ (larger/smaller) resolution than Interferometer 1. So, Interferometer 

___
( 112) would be better at detecting dim objects, and Interferometer __ _

(112) would be better at producing images with small details.
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I ur 1, b low, shows four dlff rent Images of the same object. Each Image was produced 
by differ nt lnterf rometer. When an area of the Image appears brighter, it means that 
mer light w s collected from that part of the sky. 

lnrngc A lmnge 13 

Image C Image D 

Figure 1 

7) Match each of the interferometer descriptions below with the correct image from Figure 1.

a. Small resolution and large LCP

b. Small resolution and small LCP

c. Large resolution and large LCP

d. Large resolution and small LCP
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Figure 2, below, deplote four different Interferometers. The label for each interferometer
fncludes the wavelength at which It observes the sky. The area of each large telescope Is
four times the area of each small telescope and the baseline of Interferometers H and J Is
two times the baseline of Interferometers G and I. 

..\ • 21 cm 

lnterfCll'Ometer O 

..l= 84cm 

lnlCTferometer I 

Figure 2 

..\=21cm 

Interferometer H 

,l=84cm 

fnterferometer 1

8) Rank the LCP of the interferometers shown in Figure 2 from least to greatest.

9) Rank the resolution of the interferometers shown in Figure 2 from the smallest to the
largest.

10) Match each of the four images of the sky in Figure 1 with the interferometer from
Figure 2 that best matches the LCP and resolution of that image. Explain your reasoning.
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You are in charge of a committee that assigns Interferometer access to teams of 
astronomers. Currently there are four teams requesting access, and you have four 
interferometers available, so you need to choose which Interferometer is most appropriate 
for each team. Each team wants to observe a different object in the sky, so they need 
different values for LCP and resolution. The table below contains information about the 
object that each of the four teams wants to observe. All teams will make observations at the 
same wavelength. 

The figure below depicts the four interferometers that are currently available. Recall that the 
maximum baseline for an interferometer is the distance between the telescopes that are 
farthest apart. 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 0 
0 0 

Interferometer K Interferometer L 

00
0 0 0 Oo 0 

Interferometer M Interferometer N 

Team Object Object's Apparent Resolution 

Observed Brightness Required 

1 Binary Star Dim Small 

2 Star . Bright Large 

3 Galaxy Bright Moderate 

4 Nebula Dim Moderate 

11) State which of the four interferometers (K-N) you would assign to each of the four
teams. Explain your reasoning.

© 2022 Pearson Education, Inc. 
LECTURE-TUTORIALS FOR INTRODUCTORY ASTRONOMY 

FOURTH EDITION 

4 



-

60 Observing the Universe with Multiple Telescopes 

© 2022 Pearson Education, Inc. LECTURE-TUTORIALS FOR INTRODUCTOFN ASTRONOMY 

FOURTH EDITION 



Luminosity, Temperature, and Size

Part I; Luminosity. Jamparatura. and stza

Imagine you are comparing the ability of electric hot plates of different sizes and 
temperatures to fully cook two ldentlcal large pots of spaghetti. Note that all the pots are 
as large as the largest hot plate. The shading of each hot plate Is used to Illustrate its 
temperature. The darker the shade of gray the cooler the temperature of the hot ptate. 

61 

1) Four pairs of hot plates are shown below, A-0. For each pair of hot plates shown below,
circle the one that will cook the large pot of spaghetti more qulckly. If there is no way to
tell for sure, state that explicitly.

B 

R" 
If , 

I 

·_; /� 
I �i W 

· �·
@)1' .

C 

High 

Med 

D 0. Low 

2) If you use two hot plates of the same size, can you assume that the hot plate that can
cook a large pot of spaghetti first is at the higher temperature? Which lettered example
above supports your answer?

3) If you use two hot plates at the same temperature, can you assume that the hot plate
that can cook a large pot of spaghetti first is larger? Which lettered example above
supports your answer?

4) If you use two hot plates of different sizes, can you assume that the hot plate that can
cook a large pot of spaghetti first is at a higher temperature? Which lettered example
above supports your answer?
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5) Two students are discussing their answers to Question 4:

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

In 1 D, the hot plate on the left oooks the spaghetti quicker thon the ono on
the right even though It Is smaller. The hot plate's higher tempsrsture Is
what makes It oook the spaghetti more quickly.
But the size of the hot piste also plays a pert In meklng It cook fest. If tho
hot plate on the left were the size of a penny, the spaghetti would tske e
really long time to cook. I bet that If the size difference were greet enough,
the one st the lower temperature could cook the spaghetti first. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

The time It takes for the spaghetti to cook is determined by the rate at which the hot plate 
transfers energy to the pot. This rate Is related to both the temperature and the size of the 
hot plate. For stars, the rate at which energy Is given off Is called lumlnoslty. Similar to the 
above example, a star's luminosity can be increased by 

• Increasing its temperature; and/or
• increasing its surface area (or size).

This relationship among luminosity, temperature, and size allows us to make comparisons 
between stars. 

6) If two stars have the same surface temperature and one is more luminous, what can you
conclude about the sizes of the stars?

7) If two stars have the same surface temperature and are the same size, which star, if
either, is more luminous? Explain your reasoning.
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8) If two stars are the same size, but one has 8 higher surface temperature, which star, if
either, is more luminous? Explain your reasoning.

Peet II; Appllcat1on to tba H-R Diagram

The graph below plots the lumlnoslty of a star on the vertlcal axis against the star's surface
tempe�ature on the horizontal axis. This type of graph Is called an H-R diagram. Use the
H-R diagram below and the relationship between a star's luminosity, temperature, and size
(as described on the previous page) to answer the following questions concerning the stars
labeled U-Y. Note that the temperature on the H-R diagram increases from right to left.
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• 
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9) Stars U and V have the same surface temperature. Given that Star U is actually much
more luminous than Star V, what can you conclude about the size of Star U compared
to Star V? Explain your reasoning.
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1 O) Star U has a greater surface temperature than Star X. Given that Star X is actually just 
as luminous as Star U, what can you conclude about the size of Star X compared to 
Star U? Explain your reasoning. 
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11) Based on the U'lftvmAtr.in presented 1n the H-R dlagram. which star Is I rger, X or Y?

Expain your reasoning.

12) Based on the information presented in the H-R diagram. which star Is larger, Y or V?
Explain your reasoning.

13) On the H-R diagram, draw a T at the position of a star smaller In size than Star W but
with the same luminosity. Explain your reasoning.

14) It is very difficult to accurately predict how the size of Star U will compare to that of Star
W (without performing some kind of calculation). Explain what makes a comparison of
the size of these stars so difficult.
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Part I; Spectral Curve• 

Blackb�dy Radiation 65 

A spectral curve (like the one shown below) Is a graph that displays the amount of energy 
given off by an object each second versus the different wavel ngths (or colors) of fight. For 
a specific color of light on the horizontal axle, the height of th curve wm indicate how much 
energy Is being given off (each second) at that particular wavelength. Figure 1 shows the 
spectral curve for an object emitting more red and orange llght th n Indigo and vio«et. Notice 
that the red end of the curve Is higher than the violet end so the object WIii appear slightty 
reddish In color. 

1) 

2) 

At which color Is the object In Figure 1 
giving off the greatest amount of energy? 

If the blue light and orange light coming 
from the object were blocked, then Figure 
1 would have to be modified to look like 
which of the spectral curves shown below 
(a, b, or c)? 

a) 

c 
0 
u 
., 
Cl) 
... 

., 

I 

;:I 
0 

V B G y 0 R

Violet Indigo Blue Green Yellow Orange Red 

Figure 1 

V I B G Y O R V I B G Y O R V I B G Y O R 

3) What colors of light are present in 2b above?

4) What colors are present in 2c above? Would this object appear reddish or bluish?
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part U; Blackbody Curya■ 

Blackbody Radiation

Figures 2a, 2b, and 2c display the blackbody curves for Stars c, D, E, and F. Two Important
features of a star's blackbody curve are:

• Its maximum height or peak-where the energy output Is greatest; and
• the corresponding wavelength at which this peak occurs-which Is inversely related

to the star's temperature. If the peak occurs at a long wavelength, the star Is cool.
If the peak occurs at a short wavelength the star will be hot.

If two stars have the same temperature and are the same size, they will have identical 
blackbody curves. However, If two stars are the same size but one star Is hotter, then the 
hotter star will give off more light at all wavelengths (a tall�r graph), and the peak of the 
hotter star's blackbody curve will be at a shorter wavelength (toward the blue end of the 
spectrum). 
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1 
! 

Wavelcnsth 

Siar E Visible
+, 

8 

VIBOYOll Wavelength 

Figure 2c 

Use Figure 2a to answer Questions 5-8. Assume Stars E and F are the same size. 

5) Which star gives off more red light? Explain your reasoning.

6) Which star gives off more blue light? Explain your reasoning.

7) Which star looks redder? Explain your reasoning.
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8) Two students are discussing their answers to Question 7.

Student 1: 
Student 2: 

Star E looks redder because It is giving off more red light than Star F. 
I disagree, you're Ignoring how much blue 1/ght Star E gives off. Star E 
gives off more blue light than red light, so It looks bluish. Star F gives off 
more red than blue, so It looks reddish. That's why Star F looks redder 
than Star E. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

9) Using the blackbody curves shown in Figure 2b, for each characteristic listed in the table
below circle the correct response in the column to the right.

Characteristic Responses 

Peaks at a longer Star E Star C They peak at the same wavelength 
wavelength 
Has a lower surface Star E Star C They have the same surface temperature 
temperature 
Looks red Star E Star C They both look red Neither looks red 
Looks blue Star E Star C They both look blue Neither looks blue 
Has a greater energy Star E Star C The have the same energy output 
output 

1 0) How must Star C be different from Star E to account for their difference in energy 
output? Explain your reasoning. 

11) Two students are discussing their answers to Question 10.

Student 1: The peaks are at the same place so they must be at the same
temperature. If Star C were as big as Star E, it would have the same 
output. Since the output is lower, Star C must be smaller. 

Student 2: / disagree, I think they could be the same size but the taller graph means 
Star E is hotter. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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68 Blackbody Radl tlon

Consider the blackbody curves for Stars E and D shown In Fl u 2c wh n naw ring
Questions 12-14.

12) For each star, describe Its color as either r ddlsh or blul h.

Star E: Star D: 

13) Which star has the greater surface temperature? Explain your reasoning.

14) Which star is larger? Explain your reasoning. (Hint: Consider how the energy output and
temperatures for the two stars compare.)
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HOT, DE SEE ERGY SOURCE 

CONTfNUOUS 

SPECTRUM 

11 1 
EM1SS(ON 

HOT, LOW-DE SITY CLOUD SPECTRUM 

HOT, DENSE ENERGY SOURCE COOL, LOW-DENSITY CLOUD 

ABSORPTION 

SPECTRUM 

1) W�at type of spectrum is produced when the light emitted directly from a hot, dense
obJect passes through a prism?

2) What type of spectrum is produced when the light emitted directly from a hot, low-density
cloud of gas passes through a prism?

3) Describe in detail the source of light and the path the light must take to produce an
absorption spectrum.

4) There are dark lines in the absorption spectrum that represent missing light. What
happened to this light that is missing in the absorption line spectrum?
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70 Types of Spectra 

5) Stars like our Sun have low�denslty 1 gaseous atmospheres surrounding their hot, dense
cores. If you were looking at the spectre of light coming from the Sun (or any star),
which of the three types of spectrum would be observed? Explain your reasoning.

6) Two students are looking at the brightly lit full Moon, which is illuminated by reflected
light from the Sun. Consider the following discussion between the two students about
what the spectrum of moonlight would look like.

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

I think moonlight is just reflected sunlight, so we will see the Sun's 
absorption line spectrum. 
I �isagree. An absorption spectrum has to come from a hot, dense object.
Smee the Moon is not a hot, dense object, it can't give off an absorpflon
line spectrum. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning.

7) Imagine that you are looking at two different spectra of the Sun. Spectrum #1 is obtained
using a telescope that is in a high orbit far above Earth's atmosphere. Spectrum #2 is
obtained using a telescope located on the surface of Earth. Label each spectrum below
as either Spectrum #1 or Spectrum #2.

[[Jmlllll Spectrum# __ . 

lll�H 

Explain the reasoning behind your choices. 
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Light nd Atom1 71 

p ntatton of the atom In which a c ntral nuol us cont lnlng 
urrounded by ClrcJ • that repres nt the energy level el ctron 

nd ftve nergy I vel1 th t I ctron could occupy. 
AIAl!ltmn atthe lo t n rgy I I. 

One Y an atom emits light (photons) occurs when en electron drops down from a higher 
energy level (also referred to as an excited state) to a lower energy level (the lowest energy 
level is referred to as the ground state). 

2) Will an atom emit light if all of the atom's electrons are in the ground state? Explain your
reasoning.

3) In which case does an atom emit more energy (circle one)?

Case A: 

Case B: 

An electron drops down from the first excited state to the ground state. 
An electron drops down from the third excited state to the ground state. 

Explain your reasoning. 
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4) Two students are talking about how light Is emitted from atoms. Consider the following
discussion between the two students and the sketches each student drew to illustrate
their thinking.

Student 1: / drew my atom like this because our professor said that the gap between
the energy levels gets bigger and bigger as you go up in energy from the
ground state. 

Student 2= 1 think you've got it backward. The gap between energy levels will get
smaller as you go up in energy levels, like I've drawn.

Student 1 Drawing Student 2 Drawing 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning, 
and describe how you could change your drawing from Question 1 to make it more 
accurate. 

5) Stars like our Sun have low-density, gaseous atmospheres surrounding their hot, dense
cores. If you were looking at the spectra of light coming from the Sun (or any star),
which type of spectrum would be observed?

continuous spectrum 
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Light and Atoms

6) At the right is a sketch showing one of the atoms In the cool
cloud of gas described In the previous question. Using a dot to
represent an electron, a straight arrow to represent the motion
of the electron between energy levels, and a squiggly arrow
to represent the photon, sketch whet you think would happen
within this atom to cause the type of spectrum described in the
previous question. Explain the reasoning behind why you drew
the electron and arrows the way you did.

73 

7) Imagine that you are looking at a neon sign in a store window that says "OPEN." This
sign can be thought of as a tube filled with a gas of neon atoms that have electrons
changing from one energy state to a different energy state and in the process are giving
off mostly red light. Which type of spectrum would you observe coming from the "OPEN"
sign (circle one)?

continuous spectrum absorption spectrum 

Explain the reasoning behind your choice.

8) At the right is a sketch showing one of the atoms in the
neon sign described in the previous question. Using a dot to
represent an electron, a straight arrow to represent the motion
of the electron between energy levels, and a squiggly arrow
to represent the photon, sketch what you think would happen
within this atom to cause the type of spectrum described in the
previous question. Explain the reasoning behind why you drew
the electron and arrows the way you did.

emission spectrum
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11) Use the hypothetical atom drawings (A-E) below to answer the next five questions. Note
there Is only one correct choice for each question and each choice is used only once.

B C 

D E 

a) Which shows the absorption of violet light? Explain your reasoning.

b) Which shows the emission of blue light? Explain your reasoning.

c) Which shows the absorption of green light? Explain your reasoning.

d) Which shows the emission of orange light? Explain your reasoning.

e) Which shows an electron being ejected from the atom?
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Ob ervlng the lnvlslble-Molecular Excitations

and Synchrotron Radiation

Part 1; Light and MoI1cuI11 

A mot cul n change It vibration I nergy state by emitting or absorbing an iof[ared 
velength photon, In each of the four cases shown below (A-0), a molecule Is shown

transitioning between two different energy states depending on whether the molecule 
bsorbed or mltted a photon, 

B 

C 

))))-- (l 
Before 

) 
Before 

)) 
Before 

)) 
- - - · - -

Before 

After 
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l ((U 
-·-- -

� ((l

..... 

After 

After 
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After 

)) 

)))) 

))) 

) 
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1) Which of the cases (A-D) shown above correspond with the absorption of light, and
which correspond with the emission of light? Draw.in a squiggly arrow going into or out
of the molecule to represent the aborption or emission of a photon for each case (A-D).

2) In which case was a photon with the longest wavelength absorbed? Explain your
reasoning.

3) In which case was a photon with the greatest energy emitted? Explain your reasoning.
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76 Observing the lnvlslble-Molecular Excitations 
and Synchrotron Radiation 

A molecule can change Its rotetlonal energy state by emitting or absorbing a .cadi2
wavelength photon. In each of the four cases shown below (A-D), a molecule is shown
transitioning between two different energy states depending on whether the molecule
absorbed or emitted e photon. 

Before After Before After 

A C 

... .... 

B D 

.... 

Before After Before After 

4) Which of the cases (A-D) shown above correspond with the absorption of light, and
which correspond with the emission of light? Draw in a squiggly arrow going into or out
of the molecule to represent the aborption or emission of a photon for each case (A-D).

5) In which case was a photon with the shortest wavelength emitted? Explain your
reasoning.

6) In which case was a photon with the least energy Is absorbed? Explain your reasoning.

7) Circle the correct type of light (from those listed in parentheses) to complete the
sentences in the following paragraph.

Because only a small amount of energy is needed to change a molecule's rotational 
energy state, the emission and absorption lines for rotating molecules are typically 
at ___ (radio I infrared I visible) wavelengths. Making a molecule change 
vibrational energy states requires a little more energy, so the emission and absorp-
tion lines for vibrating molecules are typically at ___ (radio I infrared I visible) 
wavelengths. Making an electron change orbital energy levels in an atom requires 
even more energy, so the emission and absorption lines for electron transitions are 
typically found at ___ (radio I infrared I visible) wavelengths. 
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Observing the lnvlslble-Molecular Excitation 
and Synchrotron Radiation

part II: Synchrotron Radiation 

n 

The drawing below shows the tight emitted when a charged particle (e.g., an electron or a 
proton) Is spiraling around a magnetic fleld. The charged partlcle e-xperlences an acceleration 
as it spirals and this acceleration causes light to be emitted. We call the light that is emitted 
by this process as synchrotron radiation. 

�M�U�o 

Charged Partic 

��u� 

Magnetic Field 
Line 

The graph below shows the amount of energy emitted each second over all wavelengths of 
light, for an object emitting synchrotron radiation . 

8. 

� 

gL---
w L--------:.·wavelength 

X-ray UV Vis IR Radio 

8) At which wavelength(s) does synchrotron radiation emit light?

9) At which wavelength does synchrotron radiation emit the most energy per second?

1 O) Is it possible to detect synchrotron radiation with an X-ray telescope? Explain your 
reasoning. 
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78 Observing the Invisible-Molecular Excitations
and Synchrotron Radiation 

The figure below shows a pulsar, which Is the remnant of a dead massive star. A pulsar has
e s�ng magnetic field, around which jets of charged particles spiral, producing synchrotron
�d,ation. The hot surface of a pulsar produces thermal radiation with a spectrum that peaks
in X-rays. 

Pulsar's Hot Surface 
produces 

Thtnnal RadlaUon 
Which has the following 

l 
spectrum: 

ll. 
i 
� 

r------=-➔Wavolc�� 
X-ny UV Vis IR Radio 

. 

Jets made of charged pnrtlcles spinil 

nround .magnetic fields and produce n 
Synchrotron Radiation, 

spcclJ'IJ.m: 

� t=��::_ _____,,wavelength 

X-ruy UV Vis IR Radio 

11) Imagine you could observe the pulsar at all wavelengths of light, from X-rays to radio.
On the graph below, sketch the spectrum of light you would detect that results from the
combination of the synchrotron radiation from the pulsar's jets and the thermal radiation
from the pulsar's surface.

8. 
:! 
& 

j '---------�Wavelength 

X-ray UV Vis IR Radio 

12) On the graph you made in Question 11, circle the wavele·ngths at which you receive
more light from the synchrotron radiation from the pulsar's jets than thermal radiation
from the pulsar's surface. Put a box around the wavelengths at which you receive more
light from the thermal radiation from the pulsar's surf�c� than synchrotron radiation from
the pulsar's jets.

13) Which one type of light is best for observing the pulsar's synchrotron radiation? Explain
your reasoning.
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Observing the Invisible Molecular Excitations 
and Synchrotron Radiation

Pact Ill: Real Jalaacopa■ and Ob■arvaUoDf

Here are four real telescopes:

79 

• The Atacama Large MIiiimeter Array (ALMA) Is a radio telescope located in Chile
• The Chandra X-ray Observatory Is an X•ray telescope located in space, otbfting the

Earth
• The Spitzer Space Telescope Is an IR telescope located In space, orbiting the Sun
• The Galaxy Evolution Explorer (GALEX) Is a UV telescope located in space, orbiting

the Earth

Use the above Information to help answer the following questions. 

14) Astronomers, trying to understand the origins of life, observe rotating organic molecules
In nebulae. Which telescope listed above would be best to detect the light from these
organic molecules in nebulae? Explain your reasoning.

15) Consider the spectrum of light shown below.

11 111 1 1  
X-ray UV Vis IR Radio 

a) This spectrum is produced by __ (circle one of the following five choices).
• the hot surface of a pulsar
• charged particles spiraling around a magnetic field
• electrons changing energy states
• molecules changing vibrational states
• molecules changing rotational states

b) Which telescope listed above would you use to detect this spectrum? Explain your
reasoning.

16) Black holes have extremely large magnetic fields that cause charged particles to
accelerate away from the black hole, creating jets of material. The charged particles
spiral around the magnetic field and emit light as they are ejected. Is it possible for an
astronomer to detect the light from a black hole jet if he or she uses the Chandra X-ray
Observatory? Explain your reasoning.
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1 I 

Ob1ervlng the lnvlalble-Molecular Excitations

and· &xnchrotron Radiation

A moleoul ch ng • Its vlbratlonal energy atate 81 shown In the figure below,

Auocloted Spectrum 

X-roy UV VJ, lR fuullo 

radlo 
photon 

17) Which of the following are represented incorrectly: the direction of the photon, the
energy of the photon, and/or the associated spectrum of li.9,ht? Explain your reasoning.

18) Correct the graphs and drawings in Question 17 to fix all of the errors you identified with
the direction of the photon, the energy of the photon, and/or the associated spectrum of
light.
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Analyzing Spectra 81 

The absorption line spectra for six hypothetical stars, each with different temperatures, are 
shown below. For each absorption tine spectrum, the short wavelengths of light (or blue 
end) of the electromagnetic spectrum are shown on the left side, and the long wavelengths 
of light (or red end) of the spectrum are shown on the right side. 

Stnr A 

T = 30,000 K 

Star C 

T = 12,000 K 

Star E

T=8,000K 

Star B 

T = 20,000 K 

Star D 
T = 18,000 K 

Star F 

T=24,000 K 

1) Do the cooler stars appear to have a different (greater or fewer) number of lines in their
absorption spectra than hotter stars? Cite evidence from the above spectra to support
your answer.

2) Do cooler stars appear to have more lines at either the blue or red ends of their
absorption spectra than hotter stars? Cite evidence from the above spectra to support
your answer.

3) Consider the following statement made by a student regarding a star's temperature and
its corresponding absorption line spectrum.

Student: If I am looking at a star's absorption line spectrum and see that it has a lot of 
lines at the blue end of the spectrum, then the star must be hot because the 

blue lines are higher energy lines. 

Do you agree or disagree with this student? Explain your reasoning and support your 
answer by citing evidence from the absorption line spectra given for Stars A-F. 
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Analyzing Spectra 

4) Consld&r the absorption line spectrum given below for star G. Can you determine th0
approximate temperature for Star G by comparing Its absorption line spectrun:i t� th0 
absorption llne spectra and temperatures of Stars A-F given above? If so, write in your
estimate In the space below; If not, explain why not. 

Stnr 0 

T .. __ K 

While It Is difficult to dlrectly estimate the temperature of 
a star based on the total number of lines or the number 
of lines at short or long wavelengths in its absorption 
spectrum, we can always use the wavelength at which 
the peek of the spectral curve occurs to estimate the 
star's temperature. The spectral curve on the graph at 
right illustrates the energy output versus wavelength for 
Star G (the same Star G as above). Again, the short 
(or blue) wavelengths of light are represented on the 
left side of the horizontal axis, and the long (or red) 
wavelengths of light are represented on the right end of 
the horizontal axis. 

I 
], 

} 
@ 
! 

y Peak Intensity 

StarG 

11-r�""l"""l-r"T""T"T'"T'"T""l"'T'"T""T" 

Wavelength 

There are two important features represented on this spectral curve that you need to 
consider. 

• The exact locations of the small dips, or absorption features, on the curve occur at
the same wavelength as the dark lines that appear in the absorption line spectrum
shown on the previous page.

• The wavelength at which the object's peak energy output occurs is directly related
to the object's temperature. Hotter objects have their peak energy output occur at
short wavelengths-toward the blue end of the spectrum. Cooler objects have their
peak energy output occur at long wavelengths-toward the red end of the spectrum.

Although the total energy output of a star is affected by its temperature (and, therefore, 
so is the height of the spectral curve), for this activity, we will assume that the height (but 
not location) of the peak energy output, and the general shape of the spectral curves for 
Stars A-F, can be drawn nearly the same for each star. Only the wavelength of the spectral 
curve's peak and the location of the small dips, or absorption features, will be different for 
each star. 

5) Examine the spectral curve shown at right for Star A (the
same Star A as on the previous page). Note that Star G
has a temperature of approximately 25,000 K, whereas
Star A has a temperature of 30,000 K. Based on this
information, is the wavelength of the peak of the spectral
curve for Star A drawn correctly when compared to
the wavelength of the peak for Star G? Explain your
reasoning.

Wavelength 
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Analyzing Spectra 83 

6) Are the absorption features (dips) in the spectral curve for Star A drawn at approximately
the correct wavelengths? Explain how you can tell. 

7) Sketch spectral curves for Stars B-F on the corresponding graphs provided below.
Do not worry about whether the heights of the spectral curves you draw are accurate.
However, make sure the wavelength of the peak and the absorption dips are drawn at
(approximately) the correct wavelengths.
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84 Analyzlng Spectra

8) Old you draw the peak of each spectral curve at the same wavelength as the spectral

curve for Ster A? Why or why not?

9) If you were given a star's absorption line spectrum and its corresponding spectral
curve shown on an energy output per second versus wavelength graph, how could you
approximate the temperature of the star?
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Part 1; Motion of sourc• 

Star II Not_A 
Moving V 

A 

Doppler Shtft 

B C D 

1) For the situations (A-D) shown above, consider only the instant shown (not what the
star was doing just before or after the instant shown).

a) In which situation will the observer receive light that is shifted to shorter wave
lengths?

b) Will this light be blueshifted or redshifted for this case?

c) What direction is the star moving relative to the observer for this case?

2) Consider the situations shown (A-D).

86 

a) In which situation will the observer receive light that is shifted to longer wavelengths?

b) Will this light be blueshifted or redshifted for this case?

c) What direction is the star moving relative to the observer for this case?
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86 Doppler Shift

3) I� which of the situations shown (A-0) will the observer receive llght that le not Doppler
shifted at all? Explain your reasoning.

4) Imagine our solar system is moving In the Milky Way toward a group of three stare. Star
A Is 8 blue star that Is slightly closer to us than the other two. Star B Is a red star that le
fartheSt away from us. Star C Is a yellow star that Is halfway between Stars A and B.

a) Whic� of these three stars, if any, will give off light that appears to be blueshlfted?
Explain your reasoning.

b) Whic� of these three stars, if any , will give off light that appears to be redshlfted?
Explain your reasoning.

c) Which of these three stars , if any, will give off light that appears to have no shift?
Explain your reasoning.

5) You overhear two students discussing the topic of Doppler shift.

Student 1: Since Betelgeuse is a red star, it must be going away from us, and since
Rigel is a blue star it must be coming toward us. 

Student 2: I disagree, the color of the star does not tell you if it is moving. You have to 
look at the shift in wavelength of the lines In the star's absorption spectrum 
to determine whether it's moving toward or away from you. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

Part II; Shift In Absorption Spectra 

When we study an astronomical object like a star or galaxy, we examine the spectrum of light 
it gives off. Since the lines of a spectrum occur at specific wavelengths, we can determine 
that an object is moving when we see that the lines have been shifted to either longer or 
shorter wavelengths. For the absorption line spectra shown on the next page, short
wavelength light (the blue end of the spectrum) is shown on the left-hand side, and long
wavelength light (the red end of the spectrum) is shown on the right-hand side. 
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For the three absorption line spectre hown below (A. e, nd C). one of tl't 
corresponds to a star that ia not movln relative to you, one of the &pectra 
Is moving toward you, and one of the spectra i from a star that is moving 

Blue Red 

A 

B 

C 

6) Which of the three spectra above corresponds with the star moving toward you? Explain
your reasoning.

7) Which of the three spectra corresponds with the star moving away from you? Explain
your reasoning.

Part Ill: Size of Shift and Speed 

If two sources of light are moving relative to an 
observer, the light from the star that is moving 
faster will appear to undergo a greater Doppler 
shift. 

Consider the four spectra at the right. The 
spectrum labeled F is an absorption line 
spectrum from a star that is at rest. Again, note 
that short-wavelength (blue) light is shown on 
the left-hand side of each spectrum, and long
wavelength (red) light is shown on the right
hand side of each spectrum. 

Blue 

D 

E 

F 

G 

Red 
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8) Which of the four spectre Is from the star that Is moving the fastest? Is this star moving
toward or away from the observer?

9) Of the stars that are moving, which spectra is from the star that is moving the sloweSt?
Is this star moving toward or away from the observer?

10) An Important line in the absorption spectrum of stars occurs at a wavelength of 65�
nm for stars at rest. Imagine that you observe five stars (H-L) and discover that this 
important absorption line Is measured at the wavelength shown in the table below for
each of the five stars. 

Star Wavelength of Absorption Line 

H 649 nm 
I 660 nm 
J 656 nm 
K 658 nm 
L 647 nm 

a) Which of the stars are giving off light that appears blueshifted? Explain your reasoning.

b) Which of the stars are giving off light that appears redshifted? Explain your reasoning.

c) Which star is moving the fastest? Is it moving toward or away from the observer?
Explain your reasoning.
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d) Which of the stars (H-L} would appear blue? Which of the stars (H-L) would appear
red? Explain your reasoning. If you cannot determine which star (H-L) would appear
red or blue, explaln why not.

e) Which of the stars (H-L) is closest to Earth? Which of the stars (H-L) is farthest from
Earth? Explain your reasoning. If you cannot determine which star (H-L) is closest or
furthest from Earth, explain why not.

11) The figure at right shows a spaceprobe and five planets (A-E). The motion of the
spaceprobe is indicated by the arrow. The spaceprobe is continuously broadcasting a
radio signal in all directions. Answer Questions a-e for the spaceprobe at the location
shown.

a) Will all the planets receive radio signals from
the spaceprobe that are Doppler shifted?
Explain your reasoning.

b) Which planets will receive a radio signal that is 

, 
C 

shifted to shorter wavelengths? Explain your reasoning.

c) Which planets will receive a radio signal that is
redshifted? Explain your reasoning.

B 

E 

not to scale 
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d)
How Will the Size of the Doppler shift in the radio signals detected at Planets A and B
compare? Explain your reasoning.

e) How will the size of the Doppler shift in the radio signals detected at Planets E and Bcompare? Explain your reasoning.
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Figure 1 shows Earth, the Sun, and five different possible positions for the Moon during
one full orbit (dotted line). It Is Important to recall that one.hatf of the Moon's surface s
Illuminated by sunlight at all times. For each of the five positions of the Moon shown below,
the Moon has been shaded on one side to Indicate the hatt of the Moon's surface that ls not 
being Illuminated by sunlight. Note that this drawing le not to scale.

1) Which Moon position (A-E) best corresponds with the Moon phase shown ,n the upper
right corner of Figure 1? Make sure that the Moon position you choose correctly predicts
a Moon phase In which only a small crescent of light on the left-hand side of the Moon is
visible from Earth.

Enter the letter of your choice: --
Orbit of the Moon 

l ......
..................

. 

//
_.-

···· ·-- ···:� 
•A I 

I'm

\ 

.7 f 

B Earth j 

D 
"".·:· \ ,,,

\ I 

... ·· 

·

·
····•

................ 
. ... ···

.
..........

c 
.........

..
•··········

· 

Moon Phase 

Sun 

Figure 1 

2) In the blank boxes below, sketch how the Moon would appear from Earth for the four
Moon positions that you did not choose in Question 1. Be sure to label each sketch wtth
the corresponding letter indicating the Moon's position from Figure 1.
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92 The Cause of Moon Phases 

3) Shade In each or the four Moons shown In Figure 2 to Indicate which portion of the
Moon's surface wlll not be Illuminated by sunlight.

Use Figure 2 to answer Questions 4-7. 

Orbit of the Moon 

I ..... o ...... ............
.. � G ·········,

. ... •· '··, 
.,·· 

.... 

\ 
I \ 
I \ 
f \ 

QH FO 
\ ! 
\ 

Earth 
i 

\ / 

'-,.. I .... •····
···/

·······• ......... o .............. •·
··

Moon Phase 

Sun 

Figure 2 

4) Which Moon position (F-1) best corresponds with the Moon phase shown in the upper
right corner of Figure 2?

Enter the letter of your choice: ___ _ 

5) How much of the entire Moon's surface is Illuminated by the Sun during this phase
(circle one)?

a) None of the surface is illuminated.

b) Less than half of the surface is illuminated.

c) Half of the surface is illuminated.

d) More than half of the surface is illuminated.

e) All of the surface is illuminated.

6) How much of the Moon's illuminated surface is visible from Earth for this phase of the
Moon (circle one)?

a) None of the Moon's illuminated surface is visible from Earth.

b) Less than half of the Moon's illuminated surface is visible from Earth.

c) Half of the Moon's illuminated surface is visible from Earth.

d) More than half of the Moon's illuminated surface is visible from Earth.

e) All of the Moon's illuminated surface is visible from Earth.
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The Cause of Moon Phases 

7) Would your answers to Questions 5 or 6 change tf the Moon were In the third-quarter
phase rather then the phase shown In Figure 27 Explain your reasoning.

93 

8) Consider the following discussion between two students about the cause of the phases
of the Moon.

Student 1: The phase of the Moon depends on how the Moon, Sun, and Earth are 
aligned with one another. During some alignments only a small portion of 
the Moon's surface will receive fight from the Sun, in which case we would 
see a crescent Moon. 

Student 2: / disagree. The Moon would always get the same amount of sunlight; it's 
just that in some alignments Earth casts a larger shadow on the Moon. 
That's why the Moon isn't always a full Moon. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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Predicting Moon Phases 

1) If the Moon is a full Moon tonight, will the Moon be waxing o, waning one week later?
Which side of the Moon (right or left) will appear lllumlna1ed st this ttme?

Circle one: Waxing or Waning

Clrcle one: Right or Left

2) Where (in the southern sky, on the eastern horizon, on the westem hortzon, high In the
sky, etc.) would you look to see the full Moon when tt starts to rise? What tJme would
this happen?

3) Where (in the southern sky, on the eastern horizon, on the western horizon, high in the
sky, etc.) would you look to see the Sun when the full Moon starts to rise?

4) Where (in the southern sky, on the eastern horizon, on the western horizon, high in the
sky, etc.) would you look to see the new Moon, if it were visible, when it starts to rise?
What time would this happen?

5) If the Moon is a new Moon when it rises, which of the phases shown below (A-H) will it
be in when it sets?

Letter of Moon phase: __ _ 
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Predicting Mo�n Phases 

F'tgUr9 1 ah<> t position of the Sun, Ear1h, and Moon for a partk:ular phaSe of the
M()()TI. The Moon ha been shaded on one kSe to indicate the portion of the Moon that 
s not be ng mumJnated by sunlight. A person has been ptaced on Earth to ,ndicate an 
observer's position at noon. Recall that wtth this representation Earth wil1 oon,peete one 
counterctockwise rotation In each day. Note that this draWing is not to scale. 

· of the Moon

i 
i 

I 
I 

Figure 1 

6) What time is it for the person shown in Figure 1?

Sun 

Circle one: 6 A.M. (sunrise) 12 P.M. (noon) 6 P.M. (sunset) 12 A.M. (midnight) 

7) Draw a stick figure of a person on Earth in figure 1 for each of the three times that you
did not choose in Question 6. Label each of the stick figures that you drew with the time
that the person would be located there.

8) Answer the following questions for the position of the Moon shown in Figure 1.

a) Which Moon phase would an Earth observer see?

b) At what time will the Moon shown appear highest in the sky?

c) At what time will the Moon shown appear to rise?

d) At what time will the Moon shown appear to set?
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9) At what time would you look to see a first-quarter Moon at Its highest position in the sky?

10) If the Sun set below your western horizon about 2 hours ago, and the Moon ls barely
visible on the eastern horizon, what phase would the Moon be in at this Ume and
location?

11) A friend comments to you that there was a beautiful, thin sliver of Moon visible in the
early morning just before sunrise. Which phase of the Moon would this be, and in what

direction would you look to see the Moon (in the southern sky, on the eastern horizon,
on the western horizon, high in the sky, etc.)?
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Path of the Sun 99 

Figure1 illustrates the sky as seen from the continental United States. It shows that the 
Sun's dally path across the sky (dashed/solid line) is longest on June 21 and shortest on 
December 21. In addition, on June 21, which Is called the summer sofstice, the Sun reaches 
Its maximum height in the southern sky above the horizon at about noon. The figure shows 
that the Sun never actually reaches the zenith for any observer in the continental United 
States. In other words, the Sun Is never directly overhead. Over the six months following ftle 
summer solstice, the height of the Sun at noon moves progressively lower and lower untll 
December 21, the winter solstice. Thus, we see that the path of the Sun through the 
southern sky changes considerably over the course of a year. 

Zenjth 

(point directly overhead) 

North 

West 

Figure 1 

- Path of the Sun

on June 21

- Path of the Sun

on Dec. 21

South 

1) According to Figure 1, in which direction would you look to see the Sun when it reaches
its highest position in the sky today?

Circle one: east southeast south southwest west

2) If it is wintertime right now Oust after the winter solstice), how does the height of the Sun
at noon change over the next several months?

Circle one: increases stays the same decreases

3) Is there ever a time of year when the Sun is directly overhead at the zenith at noon for
an observer in the continental United States? If so, on what date does this occur?

4) During which month(s) of the year would the Sun rise:

a) north of east?

b) south of east?

c) directly in the east?
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100 Path of the Sun 

5) Does the Sun always set In precisely the same locatlon on the horizon throughout

the year? If not, describe how the direction that the Sun sets on the horizon changes

throughout the year. 

Figure 2 

Figure 2 shows a small, vertical stick, which casts a shadow while it rests on a large piece 
of paper or poster board. You can think of this to be somewhat like a sundial. 

For two different days of the year, the end of the stick's shadow has been marked with an 
x every couple of hours throughout the day. Although this sketch is somewhat exaggerated, 
these shadow plots indicate how the position of the Sun changes in the sky through the 
course of these two days. The following questions are designed to show the relationship 
between Figure 1 on the previous page and Figure 2 above. 

6) What do the x's in the shadow plots represent?

7) Approximately how much time went by from the time one of the x's was drawn until the
next x was drawn for each shadow plot?

8) Approximately how long did it take to create each of the shadow plots?

9) How does the direction of the stick's shadow compare to the direction of the Sun at the
time each x was drawn?

1 O) Using Figures 1 and 2, in what direction would the shadow of the stick be cast on the 
poster board if the Sun rises in the southeast? 

Circle one: west northwest north northeast east southeast 

11) Clearly circle the x for the shadow that corresponds to noon for Shadow Plot A and for
Shadow Plot 8.
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12) Which Shadow Plot (A or B) corresponds to the path of the Sun In which the Sun is

highest In the sky at noon? Explain your reasoning.

101 

13) Which Shadow Plot (A or B) most closely corresponds to the Sun's path through the sky
during the summer, and which corresponds with the winter? Label these paths on
Figure 2. Explain your reasoning.

14) On Figure 2, sketch a small Sun on the paper to indicate where on the horizon the Sun
would be soon after sunrise in the summer and label the x that indicates the position of
the stick's shadow at this time. Explain your reasoning for why you sketched the Sun
where you did and labeled the x that you did.

15) Based on the shadow plots in Figure 2, during which time of the year (summer or winter)
does the Sun rise to the south of east? Explain your reasoning.

16) Imagine Shadow Plot A corresponds to the path of the Sun on the winter solstice. Will
there ever be a day when the stick's shadow at noon is longer than the one shown on
Shadow Plot A at noon? Explain your reasoning.
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17) lmagln Sh dow Plot B corr aponds to the path of the Sun on the summer solstice. Will

\h v r b d Y when the stick's hadow at noon Is shorter than the one shown on

h dow Plot 8 t noon? Expl In your reasoning. 

18) If you were to mark the top of the stick's shadow with an x, where would the x be placed
along the north-to-south line to indicate the Sun's position at noon today? Clearly explain
why you placed the x where you did.

19) Will the stick ever cast a shadow along the north-to-south line that extends to the south
of the stick at noon? Explain your reasoning.

20) Is there ever a clear (no clouds) day of the year in the continental United States when
the stick casts no shadow? If so, when does this occur, and where exactly in the sky
does the Sun have to be?
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Seasons 

part I; Earth-Sun Distance 

listed below are the distances, In kilometers 
(km), between the Sun and Earth for four 
months of the year. The drawing at the right 
shows four dif ferent locations of Earth during 
its orbit around the Sun. Note that for each 
location drawn, Earth Is correctly shown with 
its rotational axis tilted at an angle of 23.5°. 

Month Earth-Sun Distance 

December 147.2 million km 

June 152.0 million km 

September 150.2 million km 

March 149.0 million km 

Drawing not to scale \

... _ 

1) Is the direction that Earth's axis is tilted changing as Earth orbits the Sun?

\ 

2) Using the information listed above, does Earth stay the same distance from the Sun
throughout the year? If not, what month(s) and during which season (for the Northern
Hemisphere) is Earth closest to the Sun? Farthest from the Sun?

03 

\ 

3) Would you say the temperature stays approximately the same every month of the year
at your location?

4) Are the seasons (summer or winter) the same in the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres at the same time? When it is summer in the Northern Hemisphere, what
season is it in the Southern Hemisphere?

5) Consider the following discussion between two students about the cause of the seasons.

Student 1: / know that it's hotter in the summer and colder in the winter, so we must
be closer to the Sun in the summer than in the winter. 

Student 2: / disagree. Although the distance between Earth and the Sun does change 
throughout the year, I don't believe that the seasons and changes in 
Earth's surface temperature are caused by the distance between the Sun 
and Earth. If the seasons were due to the Sun-Earth distance, then both 
hemispheres of Earth would have the same seasons at the same time. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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At different times of the year, locations In the Northern Hemisphere can be a few th?usa�d

kilometers closer to (or farther from) the Sun than locations that are at the same latitude in

the Southern Hemisphere (as shown In the drawing below). However, the distance be_tween

Earth and the Sun (about 150 million kilometers) Is much greater than this difference in

distance between the Earth's hemispheres and the Sun.

Sun 

Northern Hemisphere Location-._..
\ 
I 

Drawing not to scale 
. . . / Southern Hemtsphere Location 

6) Do you think the differences in distance between Earth's Northern and Southern
Hemispheres are the cause of the seasons? Explain your reasoning.

7) Consider the following discussion between two students about the cause of the seasons.

Student 1: I get it. So since Earth is tilted, there are times when the northern part of
Earth is closer to the Sun than the southern part. So the north has summer 
and the south has winter. And then later, the south is tilted toward the Sun 
and gets closer and has summer. 

Student 2: I disagree. Although the tilt does bring one hemisphere a little bit closer to
the Sun, the difference in distance between the northern half and southern 
half of Earth is really small compared to the distance between Earth and 
the Sun. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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fart II: Direct Light and TIit 

Consider the picture above in which two Spotlights (A and 8) are shown casting light onto a 
screen. Note: Each spotlight gives off the same total amount of light. 

8) Which of the two lighted areas (the one created by Spotlight A or B) is brighter?

9) Which of the two lighted areas is smaller?

10) Which of the two lighted areas receives more direct light (a greater amount of energy on
each unit of area) from the spotlight?

11) If a thermometer were placed in each of the lighted areas, which one would read the
higher temperature?

12) Which of the two positions would be similar to the way the sunlight would shine on the
Northern Hemisphere of Earth during summer in the Northern Hemisphere? Explain your
reasoning.
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consider the picture below illustrating three different regions of Earth (the Northern. 
Hemisphere, the Southern Hemisphere, and the equatorial region) at two different times of
the year, six months apart. 

I 
\ 
\ 

< 
Sunlight 

< 

< 
Sun 

Sunlight 
;> 

> 

Note: this drawing is not to scale. In fact you could fit more than I 00 Suns between the Sun and Enrth, 

13) Which location(s) (A-F) are ln the Northam Hemisphere during summer? Explain
your reasoning.

14) Which location(a) (A-f') are In the Southern Hemlaph re during winter? Explain
your reasoning.
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part Ill; Amount _gf.QayUgbJ 

16) During which I eaon (eummor or wlnt r) 11 the numb r of day1ight houri the r·eattesir,

How many hours?

16) During which season (summer or winter) Is the Sun highest In the sky at noon? Hint:
Consider the drawing showing the lighted areas and the spotlights for QueetJons 7-11.

17) How are your answers to the previous two quest ions related to the time of year that your
location experiences the highest average temperature? Explain your reasoning.
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J.Y; putting It All Jogethtr 

18) Provide two pieces of evidence to support the fact that the varying distance between the
Sun and Earth cannot account for the seasons.

19) Complete the sentences below by using the words provided in the parentheses ().

When it is summer, the tilt of the Earth causes the Sun to be above the horizon for
--- (many, few) hours of the day, and the Sun at noon will be ___ (high, low) in
the sky, providing ___ (direct, indirect) sunlight to that hemisphere of the Earth.
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One of the most difficult parts of constructing an accurate model for planetary motions 
is that planets seem to wander among the stars. During their normal (or prograde) motion, 

planets appear to move from west to east over many consecutive nlghtS as seen against the 
background stars. However, they occasionally (and predictably) appear to reverse direction 
and move east to west over consecutive nights as seen against the background stars. This 
backWard motion is called retrograde motion. 

1) Given the data in Table 1, plot the motion of the mystery planet on the graph provided
in Figure 1 (record dates next to each position you plot). Then, draw a smooth line (or
curve), using your data points, to illustrate the path of the planet through the sky.

Table 1 Mystery Planet Positions 

Date of Observation Azimuth Altitude 
(horizontal direction) (vertical direction) 

May 1 240 45 

May 15 210 50 

June 1 170 50 

June 15 150 45 

July 1 170 40 

July 15 180 45 

August 1 140 50 

August 15 120 55 

0 
0 

60 

0 0 0 0 

0 55 
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0 
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0 
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Figure 1 
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2) On wh l date was the mystery planet located farthest to the west? What was the
azimuth value of the planet on this date?

3) On what date was the mystery planet located farthest to the east? What was the
azimuth value of the planet on this date?

4) During which dates does the mystery planet appear to move with normal, prograde,
motion, as compared to the background stars? In what direction (east-to-west or
west-to-east) does the planet appear to be moving relative to the background stars
during this time?

5) During which dates does this mystery planet appear to move with backward, retrograde,
motion, as compared to the background stars? In what direction (east-to-west or west
to-east) does the planet appear to be moving relative to the background stars during this
time?

6) If a planet were moving with retrograde motion, how would the planet appear to move
across the sky in a single night? Where would it rise? Where would it set?

7) Suppose your instructor says that Mars is moving with retrograde motion tonight and will
rise at midnight. Consider the following discussion between twq students about motion
of Mars.

Student 1: Since Mars is moving with retrograde motion, that means that during the
night it will be moving west-to-east rather than east-to-west. So at midnight 
it will rise in the west and move across the sky and then later set in 
the east. 

Student 2: I disagree. Mars would still rise in the east and set in the west tonight.
You will only notice the west-to-east retrograde motion if you watch Mars 
against the background stars over many nights. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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The extremely high temperature of Earth's core causes material in the surrounding mantle to 
become hot, expand, and rise toward the surface. The mantle material then coots and sinks,
resulting In a circular motion of material moving beneath Earth's surface. This clrculatlon of
mantle material causes the continental and oceanic plates to move across Earth's surface.
At various locations on Earth's surface, we are able to observe plates colliding, plates 
separating, and plates moving horizontally with respect to each other. 

The drawing below shows a cross-section of Earth's surface and its underfying mantle. At
this particular location of the surface, the dense oceanic plate is being forced beneath the
less dense continental crust. The dense oceanic plate experiences higher temperatures
(and pressures) as it is forced deeper into the mantle. This interaction between the oceanic
plate and continental plate causes molten material to move upward through the continental
plate until it breaks the surface in the form of volcanoes. 

Ocean 

Impact 
Crater 

� 

Positioa 

c. 

�ovcrncnt of �de materiiI 

Oceanic to Continental Plate Convergence Zone 

In the drawing above, Positions A-D show the position of four pieces of mantle material. 
Use this drawing to answer the next three questions. 

1) Which direction (right or left) are the oceanic and continental plates moving?

2) Which is hotter, the piece of mantle material at Position A or the piece of mantle material
at Position D? Explain your reasoning.

3) What direction are the pieces of mantle material moving (up, down, left, or right) at
Positions A, B, C, and D?
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4) Consider the following dlsousslon between two students deb ting why the oce nlc nd
continental plates move. 

Student 1: The pistes are moving because the mantle material Is oonst ntly moving

beneath Earth's plates, and this causes the plates to move.
Student 2: / disagree. The plates are Just floating on the mantle material. The pl tes ,

started moving a long time ago when Earth /nit/ally formed, end the plates 

momentum keeps them moving toward each other. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explaln your reasoning.

5) Just beneath Point I on the drawing Is a tropical Island. What will eventually happen to
the island as the oceanic plate moves? Why?

6) Just beneath Point C on the drawing is an ancient Impact crater on the ocean floor
where a giant comet collided with Earth. What will happen to the ancient impact crater
as the oceanic plate moves? Why?

7) Imagine that an impact occurred on the continental plate mllllons and millions of years
ago, leaving behind an Impact crater near the right side of the base of the volcano. Why
would there be little evidence of this impact crater found today?
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8) Consider the Image below of the rocky and crater-covered Moon. Its very old surface
has remained virtually unchanged over the last few billion years. Do you think the Moon
has an active, hot, and molten Interior or an inactive,
cold, and solid Interior? Why?

9) If a new planet were discovered, what evidence would you look for to determine whether
or not it has an active, hot, and molten interior? Why?
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Greenhouse Effect 115 

Objects give off different amounts of energy depending upon their temperature. Figure 1, 
below, shows the energy output of our Sun along with the percent of energy given off by the 

Sun in the ultraviolet (UV), visible (VIS), and infrared (IR) portions of the electromagnetic 
spectrum. 
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Wavelength 

Figure 1 

1) Which TWO forms of light account for the majority of energy coming from the Sun:
ultraviolet, visible, or infrared? Which of the three forms of light is the Sun giving off the
least? Provide numbers to support your answer.

2) Consider the following_ debate between two students regarding the energy given off by 
the Sun.

Student 1: I think that the Sun gives off most of its energy at ultraviolet wavelengths
because ultraviolet light is more energetic than visible light and you always 
hear about ultraviolet light causing sunburns. 

Student 2: Even though ultraviolet light is more energetic than visible light the Sun 
simply gives off less ultraviolet light and gives off way more visible and 
infrared light. So I think these longer wavelength types of light account for 
most of the energy corr;.ing from the Sun. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of these students? Explain your reasoning. 
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116 Greenhouse Effect 

Earth's surface Is heated by llght that Is absorbed at the surface. However, a photon's ability

to travel through our atmosphere depends upon Its wavelength. Figure 2 below shows what

percentage of each type of llght (UV, Vlslble and IR) Is absorbed by Earth's atmosphere.

The figure also llsts the primary gas molecules responslble for absorbing the different

wavelengths of light. 

0.1 

Infrared 

100 

Wavelength in microns 

GOODY & WALKER, ATMOSPHERES, 1st Ed .. @ 1973. Reprinted and electronically 
reproduced by permlaslon of Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, New Jersey. 

Figure 2 

3) Based on the amount of visible and the infrared light being absorbed, which would you
say has an easier time getting through our atmosphere? Explain your reasoning.

4) Comparing the ultraviolet and the infrared types of light, which would you say has an
easier time getting through our atmosphere? Explain your reasoning.

5) Based upon Figures 1 and 2, why is ultraviolet light NOT an important energy source for
heating the surface of Earth?

6) What gas molecules are primarily responsible for the absorption of each of the following
types of light in our atmosphere?

Type of Light 

Ultraviolet 

Visible 

Infrared 
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Greenhouse Effect 

Molecules that are transparent to vislble light but absorb and re-emit Infrared light are
known as "greenhouse gases." 

7) What are the two greenhouse gases most responsible for absorbing Infrared light In
Earth's atmosphere?

117 

Once visible llght from the Sun reaches the surface of Earth, some of the visible light is
reflected back toward space and the remaining visible light is absorbed by the ground. This
reflected visible light does not change the temperature of the surface, whereas absorbed
visible light causes the temperature of the surface to increase. Earth's heated surface then
gives off infrared light into Earth:s atmospher�. As an example, on a hot day, black asphalt
absorbs more visible light and gives off more infrared light than does a white crosswalk.

8) The sun is approximately 6000 K at the surface and has an energy distribution that
peaks at visible waveleng!hs; Earth's �urfa_ce i� much cooler at about 288 K. What type
of light do you think Earth s surface primarily gives off: ultraviolet, visible, or infrared
light? Explain your reasoning.

9) Does Earth's surface give off any form of light at night? If so, what type? If not, why not?

1 O) Consider the following debate between two students regarding the energy given off by 
Earth's surface. 

Student 1: The Sun mainly gives off visible light and so does Earth's surface because 
I can see it during the daytime. 

Student 2: What you are seeing is Just reflected sunlight. Earth's surface is much 
cooler than the Sun and mostly gives off light similar to the type that our 
bodies give off, infrared. I'm not sure, but I think the surface probably gives 
off infrared light during both the daytime and the nighttime based 
upon its temperature. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

11) Will the light given off by Earth's surface easily travel back through the atmosphere to
space or will it be absorbed by molecules in the atmosphere? Explain your reasoning.
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Figure 3 shows how light/energy flows through the Earth system for the "greenhouse effect." 
The numbers listed describe the amount of energy flowing through the system (units of 
watts per square meter). A larger number indicates that more energy is flowing through that 

labeled pathway.

12) How does the total amount of energy coming from the Sun compare to the total amount
of energy leaving Earth to space? Provide numbers to support your answer.

13) What type of light contributes the greatest amount of energy to heating Earth's surface
and where was this light emitted from? What type of light contributes the greatest
amount of energy to heating Earth's atmosphere and where was this light emitted from?

e 2022 Pearson Education, Inc. LECTURE• TUTORIALS FOR INTRODUCTORY ASTRONOMY 

FOURTH EDITION 

-



Greenhouse Effect 119 

14) Is more energy absorbed by Earth's surface In th8 form of tight coming from the Sun or
from light emitted by Earth's atmosphere? Explain your reasoning, end provide numbers
to justify your answer.

15) Due to the light absorbed by Earth's surface that was emitted by Earth's atmosphere,
is Earth's temperature near the surface going to be warmer or cooler than it would be
without this absorbed light?

16) Fill in the empty boxes In Figure 4 below with the correct type{s) of light. Use the
abbreviations UV, IR, and VIS. 

Amount of Incoming Energy 
from the Sun (Sunlight) = 342 

Amount of Sunlight 
Reflected by Earth's 

Surface that Goes 
Directly Out Into 

Space = 30 

Amount of Sun I ight 
Reflected by Earth's 

Atmosphere that 
Goes Directly Back 
Out into Space = 77 
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120 Greenhouse Effect 

The flow of energy ahown In Figures 3 and 4 I& the source of the natural "atmospheric
greenhouse effect. 11 

17) FIii In the blanks to complete the following sentences about the greenhouse effect.

__ light from the Sun passes through Earth's __ and le __ by Earth's

__ . The heated surface then gives off __ light that le __ by the --·
The atmosphere gives off __ light. Some of this light escapes out to space, but the
majority Is sent back to and __ by Earth's __ , making the temperature warmer
than it would be If there was not a ____ . Earth's surface temperature Is warmer
because It Is heated both by __ light from the __ and __ light sent back
from the __ .
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Formation of Planets In the Solar System 

Figure 1: A vlsual depiction of the planet formation process. 

Figure 1 represents the different stages (a-e) in the formation of our Solar System: (a) A 
giant cloud of gas and dust collapses. (b) As the cloud collapses, it begins to spin, flatten, 
and get hotter. We refer to this spinning disk of dust and gas as a protoplanetary disk.
(c/d) The majority of the mass In the disk comes together at the center and forms the Sun.
The remaining rocky, icy, and gaseous material In the disk continues to interact and attract 
one another, forming planetesimals. (e) These planetesimals continue to collide and grow
into planets over the course of tens of millions of years, eventually settling into their final
locations. 

1) At what location will we find the majority of material after the cloud collapses? What do
we call the object that will be at this location?

2) Which force caused the cloud to collapse and the material to come together to form
planets?

Table 1: This table provides the condensation (becomes solid) temperature 
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and relative abundance of three main types of materials present In the protoplanetary 
disk at the time of planet formation. 

Material 

Hydrogen & Helium Gas 

Rocks & Metals 

Ices [hydrogen compounds 
(e.g., water, methane, and 
ammonia)] 

© 2022 Pearson Education, Inc. 

Condensation Temp Relative Abundance 
(mass%) 

Does not condense 98 

<1600 K 0.6 

<150 K 1.4 
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FlguN 2: The graph above 1how1 th• temperature at different locatlon• In the 
protoplanetary dlak at the time of planet formation. The region where rock and metals 
cond1n1e (become aolld) 11 shaded In light gray, and the region where hydrogen 
compound• (e.g., water, methane, and ammonia) condense to form Ice la Identified by 
the grtd pattem. The locatlona of the planets ara shown (the sizes of the planets on 
the graph are not to scale). 

3) Over what range of distances did rocks and metals condense during the formation of the
Solar System?

4) Over what range of distances did hydrogen compounds condense to form Ice during the
formation of the Solar System?

5) Complete Table 2 below to Include the planet name end the type(s) of materials (rock
and/or Ice) that had condensed and were present In the disk at the time of planet
formation. One row of the table has been fllled In for you.
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Table 2: Planet distances and avallablllty of rock, metals, and Ice. 

Planet Name Distance from the Sun What solid materlals were present 
(AU) at the locatlon of the planet? 

0.39 

0.72 

1.00 

1.52 

5.20 

9.58 

19.2 

Neptune 30.1 rock, metals, ice 

Each of the three drawings below (A-C) represents a different model for the formation of the
Solar System. The medium gray regions identify where the models predict only solid rocks
and metals existed. The light gray regions identify where the models predict solid rock and
ice both existed. The white regions identify where the models predict only ice existed. The
thick black line represents the frost line. In the early Solar System, locations closer to the Sun
than the frost line were too hot for hydrogen compounds to condense into ices. Ices could
only form beyond the frost line. For each model, labels are provided next to each planet to
indicate which solids existed at that location during the formation of the Solar System.

6) Based on the information provided in Figure 2 and your answers in Table 2, which of
these Solar System models (A-C) most accurately shows where the solid materials were

available to each planet in our Solar System while they were forming.

C. 
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124 Formation of Planets in the Solar System 

7) Three students are discussing their answer to Question 6. Recall that Mercury, Venus, 
Earth, and Mars are commonly referred to as the Terrestrial planets, and Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus, and Neptune are commonly referred to as the Jovian planets. 

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

Student 3: 

I think drawing "Cn 

is correct because we know the Te"estrial planets are
made of rock and Neptune and Uranus are ice giants so they wl/1 be the
only planets made of Just ice. 
I agree with you, but I think you need to include Jupiter and Saturn as

having some ice too, and based on the graph the frost line should be
drawn closer to the Sun than Jupiter, so I think it's drawing "B."
I think you're right that the frost line should be drawn closer to the Sun,
but I think drawing •�" ls correct because there were rocks and metals 
everywhere in the early Solar System but ice only formed past the frost line
so the gas giant planets should be rock and ice. 

Which students do you agree or disagree with? Explain your reasoning. 

8) During the formation process, planetesimals gather up the material that was present
along their orbit around the Sun. Complete the sentences below by using the words
provided in the parentheses ().

The amount of solid material collected by each of the planets in the outer Solar System
would have been __ (much less / the same as / much more than) the amount of
solid material collected by each of the planets in the Inner Solar System. This means
that the mass of the __ (Terrestrial planets/ Jovian planets) is (are) much greater
than that of the ___ (Terrestrial planets/ Jovian planets).

9) Which type of planets (Terrestrial or Jovian) would have exerted stronger gravitational
forces when attracting the gas particles that existed along their orbits during the
formation process? Explain your reasoning.

1 O) In describing types of planets, it is customary to describe those that have large 
atmospheres as "Gas Giants." Which of the planets in our Solar System would be 
considered Gas Giants? 
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Table 3: Properties for three planets (A, B, and C) which formed together In a Solar 
System around a Sun-Ilka star. 

Planet Name Mass Distance from star Atmosphere 
(Earth= 1) (AU) ( Large/Small) 

A 0.643 1.774 Small 

B 11.34 6.482 Large 

C 12.01 0.031 Large 

11) Which of these planets (A-C) are at distances from their central star that are consistent
with the planet formation process of our Solar System, and which are not?

12) Three students are discussing a plausible explanation for why a planet might be found

at a location that is not consistent with where we find planets of that type In our Solar
System.

student 1 : I think that the physics that explains where rock, metals, ice, and gas exist
during the planet formation process doesn't apply when we're dealing with
planets in other solar systems 

Student 2: I disagree. I think the locations where we'd expect to find rock, metals, 
ice, and gas would be pretty much the same in every Solar System. What
I think happens is that the star gets way more massive after the Solar 
System forms, and this pulls planets closer in toward the star.

student 3: We learned that almost all the mass of a Solar System is already in the
star from essentially the beginning, and if it did get more massive it would 
pull all the planets closer, not just one Gas Giant. I think planets might be 
interacting with other objects in the Solar System, which could cause a
planet to move inward from the initial position where it formed. 

Which students do you agree or disagree with? Explain your reasoning. 
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Sizing Up the Planets 127 

Figure 1: A picture of the Sun and eight planets In our Solar System {not to scale). 

Table 1 below provides values for the radius (size), mass, and density for the planets in our 
Solar System: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

Table 1: Planet Properties 

Planet Radius (Earth = 1) Mass (Earth= 1) Density (Water = 1) 
Mercury 0.383 0.055 5.43 

Venus 0.949 0.815 5.25 

Earth 1 1 5.52 

Mars 0.532 0.107 3.93 

Jupiter 11.21 317.8 1.33 

Saturn 9.45 95.18 0.70 

Uranus 4.01 14.54 1.28 

Neptune 3.88 17.15 1.64 

1) Given the data on the planet properties provided in Table 1, if you were going to sort the
planets into two groups such that the planets in each group had similar properties, which
planets would go into each of your two groups?

Group #1: 

Group #2: 
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128 Sizing Up the Planets 

2) How would you describe the three properties that define each group (large / small size

or radius, low / high meBS, low / high density)?

Group #1 Properties: 

Group #2 Properties: 

We often categorize the planets in our Solar System as being either "Terrestrial" or 
"Jovian." Terrestrial planets are small, low mass, have rocky surfaces, and have higher 
densities (much greater than water). Jovian planets are large, massive, have gaseous 
outer layers, and have lower densities. 

3) Which of the planets In our Solar System would you say are Terrestrial and which are
Jovian?

4) Two students are discussing the composition and densities of the Jovian and Terrestrial
planets.

Student 1: I get It, since the Jovian planets are mostly made of gas, they have
densities that are much lower than the Terrestrial planets that are mostly 
made of rock. 

Student 2: / don't think that's right. The Jovian planets are much larger and more 
massive than the smaller Terrestrial planets, and therefore the Jovian 
planets should have much higher densities. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

© 2022 Pearson Education, Inc. LECTURE-TUTORIALS FOR INTRODJ.JCTORY ASTRONOUY 

FOURTH EDITION 



Part II 

Sizing Up the Planets

Table 2 below provides values for distance from the Sun, orbital period, rotational period, 
and number of moons for the planets In our Solar System. 

Table 2: AddltJonal Planet Properties 

Planet Distance from Orbttal Period Rotational Number of 
the Sun (AU) (Years) Period (Days) Moons 

Mercury 0.387 0.241 58.6 0 
Venus 0.723 0.615 243 0 
Earth 1 1 1 1 

Mars 1.524 1.881 1.03 2 
Jupiter 5.204 11.86 0.41 79 
Saturn 9.582 29.46 0.45 62 

Uranus 19.19 84.01 0.72 27 

Neptune 30.05 164.8 0.67 14 
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5) Based S2.Q& on the new data in Table 2, would you still sort the planets into the same two
categories that you did in Part I? Why or why not?

6) Use the information from Tables 1 and 2 to help you complete the sentences below by
using the words provided in the parentheses ().

The Terrestrial Planets in our Solar System: have __ {large / small) radii, __ 
large/ small) mass, __ (high/ low) density, are (closer to I further from) the 
Sun, have __ (long / short) orbital periods, (long / short) rotational periods, 
and have __ (many / few) moons. 

The Jovian Planets in our Solar System: have __ (large / small) radii, __ (large 
/ small) mass, __ (high/ low) density, are (closer to/ further from) the Sun, 
have __ {long / short) orbital periods, (long / short) rotational periods, and 
have __ (many / few) moons. 

7) Which planet has a year that is slightly more than half of an Earth year, and a day that
is hundreds of times longer than an Earth day? Note that this planet's day is actually
longer than its year!

8) Which planet(s) take{s) more than 10 Earth years to complete one orbit around the Sun,
but has (have) a day that is less than half of an Earth day?
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Sizing Up the Planets

Part Ill 
Figure 2 and Table 3 below provide Information about hypothetical "Solar System X." Solar
system X has three planets, whose size and locations (relative to the sun, Mercury, Venus,
and Earth) are shown In Figure 2.

Our Solar System Zoomed In (For Reference) 
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Figure 2: A visual depletion of Solar System X with respect to the Sun, Mercury, 
Venus, and Earth. 

Table 3: Solar System X Planet Properties 

Planet Radius Mass Density Distance Orbital 
(Earth= 1) (Earth= 1) (Water= 1) from the Period 

Star (AU) (Years) 

A 13.05 346.6 0.81 0.224 0.106 
B 0.357 0.051 6.18 0.319 0.180 
C 3.971 14.87 1.35 0.762 0.665 

9) Based only on their radii, masses, and densities, which planets in our Solar System are
most similar to the planets in Solar System X? Explain your reasoning.

10) Which of the planet(s) In Solar System Xis (are) at a location(s) you would not expect
based on the characteristics of the planets found in our Solar System? Explain your
reasoning.
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11) Two students are discussing their answer to Questions 9 and 10.

Student 1: So Planet A Is clearly Jupiter-like, but Is way closer than I would have
expected based on our Solar System, and Planet B seems pretty much 
like Mercury. I think Planet C is a Teffestrial planet because it's small and 
dense, roughly st the location where Venus would be in our Solar System. 

Student 2: I agree with you about Planets A and B, but I disagree with you about 
Planet C. When I compare Planet C's properties to the properlies of the 
planets In our Solar System, it seems most similar to Uranus, so I think it's 
more likely to be a Jovian planet even though it's close to its star. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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Comparing the Surfaces of Planets 133 

Early In the formation of the Soler System, the four terrestrial planete were much more
slmller to each other then they ere today. Their present-day differences are a result
of geologlc processts that have occurred over the lest 4.5 bllllon years. The geologic
processes that operate depend on three fundamental properties of the planets: mass,
distance from the Sun, end rotation rate. 

Part t: Fundamental Propartl1• 

Mass 

1) Rank the four terrestrlal planets (Earth, Mars, Mercury, Venus) from most massive to
least massive.

2) The temperature of a terrestrial planet's Interior depends on Its mass. Higher mass

terrestrial planets have hotter Internal temperatures. Rank the four terrestrial planets
from hottest Internal temperature to coldest internal temperature.

As a planet's Internal temperature drops over time, the outer regions cool and solidify. This 
cold, rigid, outermost layer of a planet Is known as the lithosphere. 

3) If a planet is hot on the inside, would you expect it to have a thinner or thicker
lithosphere than if it were cool on the Inside? Explain your reasoning.

4) Do you think Earth or Mars has a thicker lithosphere? Explain your reasoning.

5) Complete the sentences below by using the words provided in the parentheses ().

Planets with hotter interiors will have __ (thinner / thicker) lithospheres that are __ 
(more/ less) likely to crack or deform. These planets will have __ (more/ less) 
active volcanism and tectonics. 

6) In addition to lava, volcanoes spew out large amounts of gases that, if the planet is
massive enough, may be captured by the planet's gravitational pull and become part of
the planet's atmosphere. Would you generally expect a more massive planet to have a
thicker or a thinner atmosphere than a less massive planet? Explain your reasoning.
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1 4 Comparing the Surface• of Planets

01,tanoe from th• Sun 

7) Do you think the amount of energy received by a planet close to the Sun is greater than,
Iese then, or the aama ea the amount of energy received by a planet far from the Sun?
Explaln your reasoning.

Below Is a graph of current average surface temperatures of the terrestrial planets versus its 
distance from the Sun. 

8) According to the graph, would you say that, In general, the surface temperature of
planets appears to Increase, decrease, or stay the same as their distance from the Sun
increases?

9) Which do you think is more affected by distance from the Sun: surface temperature or
internal temperature? Explain your reasoning.

1 O) Based on the graph, for which planet(s) can water currently exist as a liquid? 

11) If a planet has liquid water on Its surface, would you expect the planet to experience
more, less, or the same amount of erosion as a planet with no liquid water? Explain your
reasoning.
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12) In our Solar System, which planet(s) should have the most erosion due to liquid water?

Rotation Rate 

The rotation rates (the time for a planet to make one complete spin around its axJs) and 
atmospheric pressure (relative to Earth) of the terrestrial planets are given in the table 

below. 

Planet Rotation Rate (Days) Atmospheric Pressure 

Mercury 58.6 1 0 14 times Earth

Venus 116.8 90 times Earth 

Earth 1 1 

Mars 1.03 0.007 times Earth 

Planets that have a fast rotation rate are observed to have more weather and stronger 
winds than planets that have a slow rotation rate. Like having liquid on the surface, weather 
and wind also contribute to a planet's surface erosion. However, to have weather and winds 
a planet also must have a substantial atmosphere. 

13) Rank the planets based on their atmospheric pressure, from greatest to least.

Three students are discussing how the amount of wind erosion for the four terrestrial 
planets will compare. 

Student 1: Earth and Mars should experience the most erosion of their surfaces due 
to wind because they both rotate rapidly. 

Student 2: I agree that Earth should have erosion, but I think that Venus should also 
have a lot of erosion since it has such a thick atmosphere. 

Student 3: I don't think Venus or Mars should have much wind erosion compared to 
Earth. Mars rotates rapidly, but its atmosphere is so thin that it wouldn't 
have much wind or weather. And even though Venus has a thick atmos
phere, it rotates so slowly that it wouldn't have much erosion. 

14) Which students do you agree or disagree with? Explain your reasoning.

© 2022 Pearson Education, Inc. LECTURE-TUTORIALS FOR INTRODUCTORY ASTRONOMY 

FOURTH EDITION 



1 Comparing the Surfaces of Planets

em.lJ' ooattng eI1nt11ry E1ttur11 

15) Another g ologlc feature of terrHlrlal planets are impact craters. Do you thin_k the
number of vie/bl• Impact craters on the surface of a planet Is greater or less if volcanism,
teotonl01, and ero1lon are occurring? Explain your reasoning.

16) In the following chart, Indicate which of the three fundamental planet properties influence
(directly or lndlrectly) the three geologic processes and the number of craters that will
be vlelble on a planet's surface. For example, mass influences the amount of volcanism
present, so an "X" has been placed in that square of the table.

Volcanism Tectonics Erosion Number of 
Visible Impact 

Craters 

Maas X 

Distance from 
Sun 

Rotation Rate 

Because a planet's mass, distance from the Sun, and rotation rate are fundamental 
properties that affect planetary geology, we can predict the basic geology of newly 
discovered terrestrial planets once we know their fundamental properties. Suppose we 
discover a planet around a star similar to the Sun. We detect that the planet is less massive 
than the Earth, orbits about 0.7 AU from its host star, and rotates once every 12 hours. 

17) Circle how you would expect this new planet to compare to Earth in the following
categories:

Internal temperature: hotter 
Surface temperature: hotter 

Volcanism: more 

Tectonics: more 

Erosion: more 

Visible cratering: more 
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Part I: Earth and Moon 

Astronomers often deal with large numbers for distances, masses, and other quantities. They
often use ratios to get a better sense of how big or small these quantities are. This can be
useful In our dally lives as well. For example, we may not have a good sense for the length
of a 40-meter-long commerclal jet, but saying that the Jet is approximately eight times longer 
than a car may be more meaningful to us. In this activity we will use ratios to try to better 
understand the size of objects in the Solar System, in particular the size of the Sun.

Distances such as the following can be hard to conceptualize: 

Moon's diameter: 3,476 km 

Earth's diameter: 12,756 km 

But we can think about these sizes in terms of one another so that we can create a scale 
model of Earth and the Moon in our minds. If we wish to express how many times bigger 
Earth is than the Moon, we can divide Earth's diameter by the Moon's diameter. The result 
is roughly 4 (12,756/3476 � 4). This means Earth is approximately four times wider than 
the Moon, or equivalently, you could fit about four Moons across the diameter of Earth (as 
shown below). 

1) Which of the following pairs of objects would make a good
scale model of Earth and the Moon?

a) A basketball and a soccer ball

b) A basketball and a baseball (or softball)

c) A basketball and a ping-pong ball

d) A basketball and a pea

e) A basketball and a grain of sand
Earth 

The distance between Earth and the Moon is much larger than either the Moon or Earth
but how much larger? If we divide the distance between Earth and the Moon (384,000 km) 
by Earth's diameter, we get 384,400/12, 756 � 30. This means you could fit approximately 30 
Earths in the space between Earth and the Moon. 

2) Using small circles to represent Earth and the Moon, sketch a scale model of the
Earth-Moon orbital system below. Be sure your scale model correctly shows the two
scale ratios described above.
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3) To make e scale model of the Earth-Moon orbltal system, you not only need to pick
appropriately sized objects to represent Earth and the Moon, you also need to place
them the correctly scaled distance apart. Let's say you use a 1-foot ( 12-inch) basketball

end a 3-lnch orange es your Earth and Moon, respectively. About how far apart must
they be pieced to represent en accurate scale model of the Earth-Moon orbital system?
(Circle your answer below.) Explain your reasoning.

a) 1 foot

b) 4 feet

c) 10 feet

d) 30 feet

e) 300 feet

part II: The sun 

Compared to the size of Earth, the Sun (with a diameter 1,392,000 km) is about 110 times
bigger than Earth (1,392,000/12, 756 � 11 0). 

4) Can any combinations of the following items be used to make an accurate scale model
of Earth and the Sun? If so, which two would you choose and why? If not, why not?

a) Basketball

b) Soccer ball

c) Baseball (or softball)

d) Ping-pong ball

e) Pea

f) Grain of sand

Now let's compare the Sun's diameter to the size 
of the Moon's orbit around Earth. The diameter of 
the Moon's orbit around Earth is about 769,000 km 
across. So, the ratio of the Sun's diameter 
to the Moon's orbital diameter is roughly 2 
(1,392,000/769,000 • 2). 

5) Does this mean that two Suns placed side-by.;.
side would fit inside the Moon's orbit around
Earth, or that two Moon orbits placed side-by
side would fit across the Sun? Draw a sketch
below to illustrate your answer.
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The dlat nee from Earth to the Sun averages about 150,000,000 km. This makes the
distance between the sun and Earth about 110 times larger than the diameter of the Sun
(150,000.000/1,392,000 • 110), 

6) If you ware to use a 1-foot (12-lnch) basketball to repre.sent fhe Sun. how far would it
have to be from Earth to be an accurate scale model?

a) 1 foot

b) 10 feet

c) 30 feet

d) 110 feet

e) 300 feet

7) If we used a basketball to represent the Sun and a ping-pong bait to represent Earth,
and separated them by the distance you answered in Question 6, would we have an
accurate scale model of the Sun-Earth system? Explain your answer.

8) How many Moons would fit across the diameter of the Sun?

139 

9) Approximately how many times could the Moon's orbital diameter fit between Earth and
the Sun?
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Use the H-R diagram below to answer questions throughout thla activity.

Spectral Type 
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Temperature (K) 

1) What are the spectral type, temperature, absolute magnitude number, and luminosity of
Star A?

a) Spectral type:

b) Temperature:

c) Absolute magnitude:

d) Luminosity:

2) Which two pairs of labeled Stars (A-G) in the diagram have the same temperature?

3) Do stars of the same temperature have the same spectral type? Use a pair of stars from
your answer to Question 2 to support your answer.
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g For each of the following star descriptions, state whether the star would be a red giant, 
white dwarf, or main sequence star, and provide the letter(s) of a star from the H-R 
diagram that fits each description. 

a) very bright (high luminosity) and very hot (high temperature)

b) very dim and cool

c) very dim and very hot

d) very bright and cool
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Stars begin llfe es a cloud or gee end duet. The birth of a star begins when a disturbance, 
such 88 the shock wave from a supernova, triggers the cloud of gas and dust to collapse 
Inward. 

1) Imagine that you are observing the region or space where a cloud of gas and dust is
beginning to collapse Inward to form a star (the object that Initially forms In this process
Is celled a protostar). Will the atoms in the collapsing cloud move away from one
another, move closer to one another, or stay at the same locations?

2) What force causes the atoms to behave as you described they would In Question 1?

3) Would you expect the temperature at the center of the protostar to increase or decrease
with time? Explain your reasoning.

The Inward collapse of material causes the center of the protostar to become very hot and 
dense. Once the central temperature and density reach critical levels, nuclear fusion begins. 
During the fusion reaction, hydrogen atoms are combined together to form helium atoms. 
When this happens, photons of light are emitted. Once the outward pressure created by the 
energy given off during nuclear fusion balances the inward gravitational collapse of material, 
a state of hydrostatic equilibrium is reached, and the star no longer collapses. When this 
happens, the protostar becomes a main sequence star. 

Consider the information shown in the table below when answering Questions 4 through 7. 

Mass of the Star Approximate Main Sequence Lifetime of 
(in multiples of Sun masses, M _. ,_) 

0.5 Msun

1.0 Msun 

2.0 Msun 

6.0 Msun 

60 Msun

4) Which live longer, high-mass or low-mass stars?
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5) Based on your answer to Question 4, do you think that the rate of nuclear fusion in a

high-mass star Is greater than, less than, or equal to the rate of nuclear fusion in a

low-mass star? 

6) Which of the following statements best describes how the lifetimes compare between

Star A (a star with a mass equal to the Sun) and Star B (a star with six times the mass

of the Sun)? Circle the best possible response given below. (Note: It may be helpful to

examine the information given in the table on the previous page.)

a) Star A will live less than 116th as long as Star B.

b) Star A will live 116th as long as Star B.

c) Star A will have the same lifetime as Star B.

d) Star A will live six times longer than Star B.

e) Star A will live more than six times longer than Star B.

Explain your reasoning for the choice you made. 

7) The Sun has a lifetime of approximately 10 billion years. If you could determine the rate
of nuclear fusion for a star with twice the mass of the Sun, which of the following would
best describe how its fusion rate would compare to the Sun? Circle the best possible
response to complete the sentence given below. (Note: It may be helpful to examine the
information given in the table on the previous page.)

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

A star with twice the mass of the Sun would have a rate of nuclear fusion that is 
the rate of fusion in the Sun. 

---

less than 

a little more than 

twice 

more than twice 

Explain your reasoning for the choice you made. 
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1) lmoglno w m a urod th llght milted by Sun•llke (G,apeotraJ type) main sequence

tar for eav r I w ekl. Which of the grepha below moat llkefy ehowa how lta graph of
brlghtneH ve. ume would look (o/ro/e A or S)? 

Wook I Weck 2 Week 3

A 

Week I Week 2 Week 3 

B 

2) Imagine Instead that we measure the light emitted by an A-spectral type main sequence
star at the same distance as the Sun-llke (G-spectral type) star from Question 1 for
several weeks. Compared to the graph of the Sun-like star you chose above, which of
the graphs below most likely shows how the graph of brightness vs. time would look for
an A-spectral type star ( circle C or D)?

·c:
co

Week I Week 2 Week 3 

C 

Week I Week 2 Week 3 

D 

3) Imagine that these two stars are actually quite close together such that the total amount
of light received from the pair can be shown in a single graph. Compared to the graphs
you selected in Questions 1 and 2, which of the graphs below most likely shows how the
combined graph of brightness vs. time for the two stars would look (circle E or F)?

Week l Week 2 Week 3 

E 
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4. Imagine that the objects shown at the right represent
the Sun-like and A-spectral type stars from the previous
questions. Label which object would best represent the
Sun-like (G-spectral type) star and which object would best
represent the A-spectral type star.

5. Stars that are very close together will often orbit around one another, and, occasionally,

their orbits are aligned In .such a way that one star will pass directly in front of the other

as seen from Earth. When this happens, the light from the star in the back is blocked,

and we receive only the light from the star in front. These stars are often referred to as
eclipsing binary stars. Which of the two times (1 or 2) labeled below most likely indicates

the time when the Sun-like (G-spectral type) star was passing in front of the A-spectral
type star from the previous questions (circle 1 or 2)?

·c:

CX) 2 

Week 1 Week2 Week3 Week4 

Explain your reasoning. 

6) What is the physical reason the bottom of the dip is a horizontal line rather than a point?
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7) Imagine that you are watching an eclipsing binary star system containing an M-spectral
type main sequence star and a B-spectral-type main sequence star as they each 
complete one full orbit. At Time 1, you can see thet the stars are entirely separate from 
one another. At Time 2, you see the 8 star In front of the M star. At Time 3, you see the
M star In front of the B star.

Use two circles of different sizes to draw the two stars at Time 1. Label which circle is
the M star and which Is the B star. Make two more drawings for Times 2 and 3. 

8) At which of the three time� would you measure the greatest amount of light coming to
you? Explain your reasoning. 

9) At which of the three times would you measure the least amount of light coming to you?
Explain your reasoning. 

1 O) Two students are talking about what the brightness vs. time graph would look like for 
eclipsing binary star system described in Question 7. 

Student 1: I think the dip in the graph is deepest when the blue star passes in front of 
the red star. Since the blue star is so much bigger, it will block off all of the 
light from the red star. 

Student 2: / disagree, when the dim red star is in front it is blocking the more 
energetic light from the brighter blue star. So I think the deepest dip will 
happen when the M star is in front of the B star. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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11) complete the graph below to Illustrate the amount of light an Earth observer would
detect from an ecllpslng binary star system that contains a Sun-llke (G-spectral type)
star and a red giant (with an orbltal period of four weeks). On each dip you draw, clearly

label which star Is In front and which Is In back.

Week 1 Week2 

Explain your reasoning. 
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Detecting Extrasolar Planets with the Doppler Method 

Part I: Extrasolar Planet Sv1tems' Properties of Motion & Doppler Shift

, 'Center of Moss 
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Figure 2. Extrasolar planet and star as 
seen edge-on or from tbe side. Note that 

the extrasolar planet Is moving toward you. 
(not to scale) 

Figure 1. Extrasolar planet and star as 

seen from above. (not to scale) 

Figures 1 and 2 show the orbits of the same extrasolar planet and star from two different 
points of view. 

1) As an extrasolar planet orbits around a star, the gravitational attraction between the two
objects causes the star to make a small orbit around the system's center of mass. Which
object travels in the largest orbit (circle one)?

the extrasolar 
planet 

the star they both have the 
same size orbit 

you can't determine 
which has the larger 

orbit 

2) Which object takes a greater amount of time to complete one orbit (circle one)?

the extrasolar 
planet 

Explain your reasoning. 

the star they both take the 
same amount 

of time 

you can't determine 
which takes longer 

3) At the instant shown in Figure 1, which direction is the extrasolar planet moving (circle
one)?

toward the bottom 
of the page 
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4) At the instant shown in Figure 1, which dlr&ction Is the star moving (circle one)?

toward the bottom 
of the pag 

toward the top 
of the page 

toward the 
extrasolar planet 

5) In general, how does the direction the extrasolar planet is moving compare with the
direction the star is moving?

6) If you observe the extrasolar planet system from above (as shown in Figure 1 ), at the
instant shown, would the light from the star be blueshifted, redshifted, or not shifted?
Explain your reasoning.

7) Figure 2 shows the extrasolar planet and star from the side or as seen edge-on. At the
instant shown, which direction is the star moving (circle one)?

coming out of the page 
directly toward you 

moving ·into the page directly 
away from you 

.

toward the central star 

8) If you observe.the extrasolar planet system from the side, as shown in Figure 2, at the
instant shown, would the light from the star be blueshifted, redshifted, or not shifted?
Explain your reasoning.

9) Two students are discussing their answers to the Questions 7 and 8.

Student 1: Since Figure 2 states that the extrasolar planet is moving out of the page,
directly toward us, then the light from the star we observe will be blueshifted. 

Student 2: I disagree, the light from the star will be redshifted because the star is 
moving in _the opposite direction the planet is moving. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Why? 
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10) Complete the sentences below by using the words provided In the parentheses ().

The extrasolar planet that would be easiest to detect is in system_ (A, B, C, or D)
because Its star gives off light that is Doppler shifted by the __ (largest, least) amount.
This occurs when a __ (large, small) mass planet is orbiting __ (close to, far from) a
_ (large, small) mass star, causing the star to have a __ (fast, slow) orbital speed. 

11) Two students are discussing their answers to Question 10.

student 1: I think the light from the star in System C would have the largest Doppler
shift. This is because the star in System C has the largest orbit. And since 
the star's light has the largest Doppler shift that makes it and the planet 
easiest to detect. 

Student 2: I agree that the easiest exoplanet to detect will correspond with the star 
with the largest Doppler shift. But I think the largest Doppler shift will go 
with System B since it has a low mass star that is close to a large mass
planet. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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Figure 4 below shows the graph of four radial velooity curves (E-H) for the four stars in 
Figure 3. Use these graphs to answer Questions 12 and 13. Note that positive values for 
recessional velocity correspond with the star moving away from the observer and negative 
values correspond with the star moving toward the observer. 

Graph E Graph f 

20 20 
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u u 
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-; 15 
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-20 -20

Time Time 

GrapbG Graph H 

20 20 

0 
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·c3
0 

> 
> 

ca -; 5 

-20 -20

Time Time 

Figure 4 

12) Match each graph (E-H) with the extrasolar planet systems (A-D) from Figure 3. Explain
your reasoning.

Extrasolar Planet System A: 

Extrasolar Planet System B: 

Extrasolar Planet System C: 

Extrasolar Planet System D: 
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154 Detecting Extrasolar Planets with the Doppler Method

13) On the graph (E, F, G, or H) that depicts the largest Doppler shift:

a) draw a circle on the curve at each time that corresponds with the stsr moving with
Its fastest speed toward Earth. Explain your reasoning.

b) draw a trlangle on the curve at each time that corresponds with the extrasolar
planet moving with Its fastest speed toward Earth. Explain your reasoning.

Use Figure 5 to answer the following question. 

14) Given the location marked with the dot on the star's radial velocity curve, at which
location (1-L) would you expect the planet to be located at this time? Explain your
reasoning.

20 

� 
·g 10

� 0 +----------•

! -10

-20
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Detecting Exoplanet• with the Transit Method

The Figures x, Y, and z below show the orbits of three exoplaneta around thel, stars.

Fliiurc X 

• 
Earth 

Pigure Y 

• 
Earth 

Figure Z 

• 
Earth 

1) For each of the above Figures (X, Y, Z), could astronomers on Earth detect the
presence of the exoplanet using the transit method? Explain your reasoning.

155 

2) Imagine that you observe a star b�in� orbited by an exoplanet. When you begin
observing (Time 1 ), the exoplanet 1s in front of the star. A little later (Time 2), the
exoplanet has moved so that only a. fraction of its surface is in front of the star. At an
even later time (Time 3), the exoplanet has moved so that no part of its surface is in
front of any part of its star. In the spaces below, draw three sketches showing what the
star and exoplanet would look like from your view on Earth for each of these three times
described above.

Time I Time2 Time3 

3) At which of the three times would you measure the greatest amount of light coming to
you from the star? Explain your reasoning.
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4) At which of the three times would you measure the least amount of light coming to you
from the star? Explain your reasoning.

The graph below shows how the amount of light we detect from a star can change over time 
if it is orbited by an exoplanet. 

5) Using the letter "A," label the locations on the graph that correspond to the times when
the exoplanet is completely in front of the star.

6) Using the letter "B," label the locations on the graph that correspond to the times when
the exoplanet is not in front of the star at all.

7) Using the letter "C," label the locations on the graph that correspond to the times when
the exoplanet is moving from not being in front of the star at all to being completely in
front of the star. Explain your reasoning.

8) Describe what the exoplanet is doing when the light we detect from the star begins to 
increase from the least amount of light to the greatest amount of light.

9) Explain why the bottom of a dip in the graph is a horizontal line rather than a single
point.
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10} In the below figure, four different exoplanet syetems are shown on the left, and four 
different graphs of brightness vs. time are shown on the right. Match each exoplanet
system with the graph that beet represents the brightness we would observe for the
exoplanet system. All the stare are Identical and each exoplanet crosses directly
between Its parent star and Earth. 

157 

Recall that the size of an exoplanet affects how much llght It blocks, and that the distance 
between an exoplanet and Its parent star affects how long the planet takes to complete an
orbit around Its parent star. 
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Explain your reasoning for the matches you chose. 
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11) imagine you are an astronomet outside our Solar System. How long would you have
to observe the Sun in order to detect four dips in the Sun's brightness due to Earth?
Explain your reasoning.

12) If you can only observe a star for a limited amount of time (e.g,1 6 months), are you
more likely to find planets that orbit close to their star or far away from their star?
Explain your reasoning.

When judging a brightness vs. time graph to determine if it could be caused by an 
exoplanet, we must consider that the planet causes the same size and shape of dip each 
time it transits the star, and the dips occur regularly with the same amount of time between 
dips. Below are three brightness vs. time graphs. 

System A 
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13) How many of these graphs matc:h what you should see If each star s orbited by only
one exoplanet? Explain your reasoning.

The graph below shows the observed brlghtneu of a star over ttme.

Time 

14) How many exoplanets likely orbit this star? Explain your reasoning.
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15) Based on the information in the graph above, complete the blanks in the sentence below
by circling the correct words or phrases.

The ____ (larger I smaller) exoplanet is ____ (closer to I further from) its parent

star and the (larger I smaller) exoplanet is (closer to I further from)

its parent star.

16) Imagine an alien astronomer is observing our Sun. Their telescope is sensitive enough
to detect the transits of the two largest planets in our Solar System, Jupiter and Saturn.
Sketch the brightness vs. time graph the alien astronomer would produce if they
observe our Solar System continuously for 27 years, starting at the instant Saturn is just
beginning to move in front of the Sun. Note: Jupiter takes 12 years to orbit the Sun and
Saturn takes 29 years. Jupiter is approximately 10% larger than Saturn.
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The graph below shows how much visible light we receive from a star over a period of time.
Use this graph to answer the following three questions 

0 5 10 15 20 

Time (months) 

25 30 35 

17) How many exoplanets orbit this star? Explain your reasoning.

18) How do the sizes and orbital periods of the exoplanets compare to each other? Explain
your reasoning.

19) Draw a sketch of the star and exoplanets.
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Stellar Evolution 

Main sequence stars that can no longer support nuclear fusion of hydrogen In their cores
will become red giant stars. Although most main sequence stars become red giants, their
specific evolutionary paths after this red giant phase vary greatly, depending on mass. 

Low mass main sequence stars, those with a mass less than eight times the mass of the
Sun (<Sm,), eventually eject their outer layers to produce a planetary nebula. The stellar 
core remaining in the middle of this planetary nebula Is called a white dwarf. 

161 

In contrast, high mass main sequence stars, those with a mass more than eight times the 
mass of the Sun (>8m8), eventually explode as a Type II supernova. Depending on the 
original mass of the star, the Type II supernova will leave behind either a neutron star or, if 
the original star was extremely massive, a black hole. 

1) Use the information above and the word list below to fill in the ovals in the diagram on
the next page. Be sure to look at the arrows and words between the ovals to make sure
these links between ovals make sense. Check your work with another group.

Word list: 
neutron star 
black hole 
planetary nebula 
white dwarf 
Type II supernova 

The diagram does not give us all the information known about the death of stars. Since it is 
incomplete, we can always add to this diagram as we learn more information. 

2) In Parts a and b below, you are given some additional information about the end states
of stars. Your task is to change or add to the diagram to incorporate this additional
information.

a) If a white dwarf has a nearby binary companion star, it can gravitationally attract mate
rial from its companion in a process known as accretion. When the white dwarf accretes
enough material from the companion, the white dwarf will either (1) blow off the outer lay
ers of accreted material in a controlled fusion reaction known as a nova, leaving behind
the white dwarf unchanged and able to restart the process, or (2) experience a violent,
uncontrolled fusion reaction that causes the white dwarf and accreted material to violently
explode as a Type la supernova, destroying the white dwarf and leaving nothing behind.

b) Completely by itself in space, a black hole can be nearly impossible to detect. However,
if a black hole has a nearby binary companion star, the strong gravitational pull of the
black hole can attract material from its companion in a process known as accretion. This
material then spirals around the black hole and increases in temperature. This process
causes the rapidly moving material to emit large amounts of X-ray radiation, which we
can detect with X-ray telescopes. Thus, one way to look for black holes is to look for
strong X-ray sources.
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with small mas ( <8m�) 
produces 

leaving behfod 
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MIiky Way Sc , •• 16 

Thi tutorl I wlll glv you a b tter under, ndlng of th 1tz.e of th MIiky Way Galaxy by
lnveatlg tin th dl1tanc • nd 1lze1 of objecte within the MIiky Way Galaxy and ou ide 
the MIiky W y Gal xy 11 wher In th univ ,1 . B low I a picture of a spiral galaxy similar 
to th MIiky W y. Bee u1 we are loc t d within the MIiky Way, w a, unable to take 

picture of our entire galaxy from the outelde. Let'a aHume that thle picture repr n 
our MIiky Way G I xy nd ha1 the dim nalona labeled b low, Note that In thle picture, 
1 centimeter (cm) repr•••nt• 10,000 llght-year1 (ly); equlvatently, you can use 1
mllllmeter (mm) to repr•••nt 1,000 llght-year1 (ly).

1) The Sun's position in the Milky Way is shown in the picture above. What is the
approximate distance from the Sun to the center of the Milky Way? Recall that 1 cm
represents 10,000 ly.
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164 MIiky Way Scale 

2) Estlm te th dist no from th c nt r of th MIiky W y to the locations A-E, and record

your answ rs (In II ht-y r ) In th t bl b low.

Galaxy Location Estimated Location (ly) 

3) The table below lists five bright stars In the night sky. Write the letter of the dot (A-E)
from the picture on the previous page that best represents the location of each star. You

can use letters more than once. Recall that 1 mm represents 1,000 ly.

Star Distance from Sun Letter 

(In light-years) 

Sirius 9 

Vega 26 

Spica 260 

Rigel 810 

Deneb 1,400

4) Two students are discussing their answers to Question 3.

Student 1: Since Sirius is closest, it is at A. Vega is the next closest, so it is at B.
Spica is at C, Rigel at D, and Deneb, the most distant, is at E, the farthest 
point from the Sun. 

Student 2: But Deneb, the farthest star, is 1,400 light-years away. 1 mm is 1,000 /ight
years, so Deneb should only be a little more than a millimeter from the Sun 
on the picture. I think all five stars are close enough to the Sun that they all 
correspond to letter A. 

Do you agree or disagree with either of both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

5) We normally consider Deneb to be a bright but distant star at 1 ,400 ly away from the Sun.
Compared to the size of our Milky Way Galaxy, is Deneb truly distant? Explain your reasoning.
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6) Are the stal'9 from Question 3 Inside or oubllde the Milky Way Galaxy? Explain your

165 

sonlng. 

7) The table below llsts three Messler objects end their distances from the Sun. Write the letter
of the dot (A-E) from the picture on the previous page that best represents the location of
each object. You can use letters more than once and there ls more than one right answer.

Messler Object Distance from Sun Letter 
(In llght-years) 

M45 Open Cluster (Plelades) 380 
M1 (Crab Nebula) 6,300 
M71 Globular Cluster 12,700 

8) Are these Messier objects part of the Milky Way Galaxy? Explain your reasoning.

9) The Crab Nebula has a width of about 11 light-years. If you wanted to accurately draw
the Crab Nebula on your diagram, would you use a small blob or a tiny dot at the
location you indicated in Question 7? Explain your reasoning. Note: The dots marking
the locations on the picture are about 1 mm across.

1 O) The Sun is much smaller than a nebula. We used a dot to represent the Sun's location 
in the picture. Is this dot too small, too large, or just the right size to represent the size of 
the Sun in the picture? Explain your reasoning. 
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11) The Milky Way Galaxy is one of the largest galaxies in a group of nearby galaxies called
the Local Group. The following table lists the distances to the centers of three Local 
Group galaxies. Draw a dot on your picture (if possible) to represent the center of each
galaxy. Don't worry about the direction (left/right/up/down) for each galaxy; just place 8
dot an appropriate distance from the Sun.

Galaxy Distance from Sun 

(in light-years) 
Sagittarius Dwarf Elllptlcal Galaxy 80,000 
(SagDEG}-closest galaxy to MIiky Way 
Large Magellanic Cloud (LMC) 160,000 
Andromeda Galaxy (M31) 2,500,000 

Do any of these galaxies fit on the page? Which one(s)? 

12) Are the objects listed in Question 11 inside or outside the Milky Way? Explain your
reasoning.

13) SagDEG is approximately 11,000 ly across. Is this galaxy better represented on your
diagram by a small blob or a tiny dot? Explain your reasoning, and make an appropriate
sketch to represent the galaxy.

14) Within the Local Group, the two largest galaxies are the Milky Way and Andromeda
Galaxies. From Question 11, we saw that the Andromeda Galaxy was about
2,500,000 ly from us. On the picture, this spot would be 250 cm (about two-and-a-half
meters or 8 feet) away from the dot representing the Sun.

The nearest group of galaxies to us (not counting our own Local Group) is the Virgo
Cluster, about 60,000,000 ly away. How many centimeters away would this cluster be on
our picture? How many meters away would this be?
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Galaxy Classlflcatlon

When stars are viewed through a telescope, they 
typically appear as bright points of llght without 
any apparent size or structure. However, there are 
some objects In the sky that, when viewed through 
a telescope, look "fuzzy" and cloudllke. Some 
of these objects, Ilka those shown In the Hubble 

Space Telescope Image to the right, are actually 
galaxies (containing billlons of stars) that are much 
farther from us than the Individual stars we see In 
the night sky. 

Part I: Applying Hubble's Classification Scheme 

1) Using the images of galaxies provided on the
inside back cover of your Lecture-Tutorial book,
sort these galaxies (using Hubble's categories)
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as being either an elliptical or a spiral galaxy. Use the table below to record your results.
Try to find patterns in terms of shape, size, color, or any other distinct features that help
In sorting the galaxies.

Hubble's Galaxy 
Categories Numbers 

Elliptical 

Spiral 
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fart II: Understanding the Types of Galaxies

In Part I you classified the galaxies into different categories according to their appear�nce,
or morphology. We wlll now Investigate what 8 galaxy's morphology can tell us about its
physical characteristics. These physical characteristics include: (a) the ages of the stars
In the galaxy; (b) the presence or absence of dust in the galaxy; and (c) the presence or
absence of gas and star formation. The objective of this activity is for you to learn how these 

characteristics are related to galaxy classlficatlon and morphology.

The Ages of Stars:

2) Which of the galaxies appear to be mostly red? (Note: The word "red" is used to also 
include the colors orange and yellow.) Record the number and classification (elliptical or 
spiral) of each galaxy. Why do you think these galaxies appear red? 

3) Which of the galaxies appear to be mostly blue? Record the number and classification
(elliptical or spiral) of each galaxy. Why do you think these galaxies appear blue?

4) Which types of galaxies appear to have many young stars: elliptical, spiral, or both?
Explain your reasoning.

5) Do the galaxies that you identified in Question 4 also contain old stars? Explain your
reasoning.

Dust in Galaxies: 
Besides stars, galaxies sometimes also contain dust. This dust produces dark bands across
or patches in, the galaxy. 

6) Which of the galaxies show evidence of dust? Record the number and classification
(elliptical or spiral) of each galaxy.
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Gas and Star Formation In Galaxies: 

In addition to stars and dust, galaxies may also contain gas. 

7) Would you say that a galaxy that Is experiencing active star formation contains llttfe or
abundaht gas? Expleln your reasoning.

8) Which type of galaxy (elliptical or spiral) would have abundant gas available? Explain
your reasoning.

9) Which type of galaxy (elliptical, spiral, both, or neither) is likely to contain both a-spectral
type stars as well as M-spectral type stars? Explain your reasoning.

1 0) Which type of galaxy (elliptical, spiral, both, or neither) is likely to contain many 
M-spectral type stars but very few (if any) O-spectral type stars? Explain your reasoning.

11) Which type of galaxy (elliptical, spiral, both, or neither) is likely to contain only O-spectral
type stars? Explain your reasoning.
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12) consider the discussion among three students about a galaxy that appears red.

Student 1: 

student 2: 

Student 3: 

Because there Is mainly red light In this galaxy and no blue light, I think
that only small, red stars formed In this galaxy and not any big, blue ones.
I disagree. It's Just that blue stars don't last very long. I think the blue stars

that may have been there /n the past have already evolved Into red giants, 
so the galaxy looks red due to the light from all the red giants. 
Walt a minute. I think you are both wrong. I thought that both blue stars 
and red giants live short lives, so they should both be gone. I think that all 
the blue stars that formed early on have evolved Into the red stars that are 
there now. So the galaxy appears red because It's full of a lot of old, red 
stars that used to be the blue stars. 

Do you agree or disagree with any or all of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

13) Hubble imagined the tuning
fork diagram (shown at right)
as representing an evolutionary
sequence for galaxies, with
galaxies starting off as elliptical
and developing more structure
over time. Do you think Hubble's
proposed evolutionary sequence
is correct? Why or why not?
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Part I: Motions of Planets 

An object's orbit depends on the "mass inside" its orbit (also known as the interior mass). For 
a planet In our solar system, you can find the interior mass by adding the Sun's mass to the 
mass of each object between the Sun and the planet's orbit. For example, the interior mass 
to Earth's orbit would be the Sun's mass plus the mass of Mercury plus the mass of Venus. 

Here is a table that lists each planet, the mass inside each planet's orbit, and the speed at 
which the planets orbit the Sun. 

Planet Interior Mass (solar masses) Orbital Speed (km/s) 

Mercury 1.00 47.9 

Venus 1.00000017 35.0 

Earth 1.0000026 29.8 

Mars 1.0000056 24.1 

Jupiter 1.0000059 13.1 

Saturn 1.00096 9.66 

Uranus 1.0012 6.81 

Neptune 1.0013 5.43 

1) Where is the vast majority of mass in the solar system located? What object or objects
account for most of this mass?

2) Two students are discussing their answers to Question 1:

Student 1: I think the majority of the mass in the Solar System must include both the
Sun and the planets. As you get farther away from the Sun, the interior 
mass gets bigger and bigger because you include more planets. 

Student 2: The majority of the mass in the Solar System is from just the Sun by itself. 
Sure the mass gets a little bigger as you include more 

planets, but the additional mass from planets is really small, so as you 
move farther out the interior mass is essentially just staying the same. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

3) How do the orbital speeds of planets farther from the Sun compare to the orbital speeds
of planets closer to the Sun?
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A planet's orbital speed depends on the gravitational force it feels. The streng,th of �he
gravitational force depends on the amount of mass that is inside of the planet s orbit as well
as how far away the planet Is from this interior mass. 

4) How does the gravitational force on a planet far from the Sun compare to the
gravitational force on a planet close to the Sun? Explain your reasoning.

5) Complete the blanks in the sentences of the following paragraph by either writing in the
necessary information or circling the correct response in the parentheses (). It may be
helpful to base your responses on the information provided in the table above and your
answers to the previous questions.

There are __ planets inside Neptune's orbit and __ planets inside Mercury's orbit.
However, the interior mass for Neptune is __ (much greater than/approximately the
same as/much less than) the interior mass of Mercury. Neptune is __ (much closer to/
much farther from/about the same distance from) the Sun as/than Mercury. Therefore
the gravitational force exerted on Neptune is __ (stronger/weaker/about the same
strength) as/than the force exerted on Mercury. As a result, Neptune has an orbital
speed that is __ (much slower/much faster/about the same speed) as/than the orbital
speed of Mercury.

Imagine you were able to add a very, very large amount of mass distributed evenly, like a 
large ring of matter, between the orbits of Jupiter and Saturn. 

6) Which planet(s) will experience an increase in gravitational force and an increase in
orbital speed from this added mass? Explain your reasoning.

Part II: Motions of Stars 

One way to estimate the amount of mass in a spiral galaxy is by looking at how much light 
the galaxy emits. Where there is more light, there must be more stars and hence more mass. 
When astronomers measure the amount of light emitted by different regions of a galaxy, 
they often find that more light is emitted from the central region of the galaxy and less light is 
emitted from the outer regions. 

7) Based on the information provided above, where do you expect most of the mass of a
galaxy to be located?
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At right II plcwre of a 1pjral gaJaxy imitar to 
the Mt y Way. The orbitl ot three eta rs are 
labeled. Star A It a star on the edge of the 
MIiky Way'• bulge. The Sun's orbit is shown at 
approJdmatety the correct position. Star B Is a 
11ar localed farther out In the disk than the Sun. 

8) Bated on your answer to Question 7 and
the location of each star from the center of
the galaxy, rank how you think the orbital
speeds of Star A, Star B, and the Sun would
compare from fastest to slowest. Explain
your reasoning.

A graph of the orbital speed of stars vs. their distance from the galaxy's center is called a 
rotation curve. Here are two possible rotation curves. 

1 
V, 

Distance 

Rotation Curve 1 

1 
V, 

Distance 

Rotation Curve 2 

9) Which of the above rotation curves best represents the relationship you described in
Question 8? Explain your reasoning.

73 
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Astronomers were surprised when they saw the real rotation curve for the Milky Way Galaxy
(MWG). The rotation curve at the right is more like the MWG's real rotation curve. 

1 O) Based on their orbital distance from the center of 
the galaxy, make three dots on the above rotation 
curve to represent Star A, Star B, and the Sun. 
Be sure to label which mark belongs to each star. 
Note that information about the distances of Stars 
A, B and the Sun are provided in the text before 
Question 8. 

dge of Milky Wa 's

bulge 

Distance 

11) Describe how the stars' orbital speeds shown in the real rotation curve �or the �WG are
different from the orbital speeds shown in the rotation curve you chose in Question 9.

12) Using the real rotation curve for the MWG, provide a new ranking for the orbital speeds
of Star A, Star B, and the Sun, from fastest to slowest. Describe any differences
between this ranking and the one you provided in Question 8.

13) Based on your answers to Question 12, would you say that most of the mass of the
Milky Way Galaxy Is located at its center (as is the case with our solar system)? Explain
your reasoning.

14) Based on the MWG's real rotation curve and your answers to Questions 11-13, is the
gravitational force felt by Star A, Star B and the Sun greater than, less than, or about the
same as what you expected from Questions 8 and 9? Explain your reasoning.
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15) Two students are debaUng their answers to the previous questions:

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

Stars far from the center of the MIiky Way are all moving at about the 
same speed. If most of the MIiky Way's mass Is located In Its center, then
stars far sway from the center would orbit slower than stars closer to the 
center. Since this Is not what we see, this must mean there Is more mass 
throughout the outer regions of the galaxy than we can see. This also 
means that the MIiky Way's stars feel a greater gravitational force than we
orlglnally expected. 
I disagree. There are fewer stars In the outskirts of the MIiky Way than In
the center, so there's less mass out there than at the center. Most of the
MIiky Way's mass must be at its center. So, since the stars are all going
about the same speed, where the mass Is located must not affect their 
speed. The gravitational force these stars feel probably gets weaker Just
like we would expect. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

16) Is there mo�e or less mass in the Milky Way's disk and halo than we can see? Explain
your reasoning.
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Imagine that you have received six pictures of six different children who live near six of the 
closest stars to the Sun. Each picture shows a chlld on his or her 12th birthday. The pictures 
were each broadcast directly to you (using a satellite) on the day of the child's birthday. 
Note the abbreviation "ly" Is used below to represent a light-year. 

• Benjamin lives on a planet orbiting Ross 154, which is 9.5 ly from the Sun.
• Natalie lives on a planet orbiting Barnard's Star, which is 6.0 ly from the Sun.
• Dale lives on a planet orbiting Sirius, which is 8.6 ly from the Sun.
• Sydney llves on a planet orbiting Alpha Centaur!, which is 4.3 ly from the sun.
• Joyce lives on a planet orbiting Epsilon Eridani, which is 10.8 ly from the Sun.
• Crystal lives on a planet orbiting Procyon, which is 11.4 ly from the Sun.

1) Describe in detail what a light-year is. Is it an interval of time, a measure of length, or an
indication of speed? It can only be one of these quantities.

2) Which child lives closest to the Sun? How far away does he or she live?

3) What was the greatest amount of time that it took for any one of the pictures to travel
from the child to you?

4) If each child was 12 years old when he or she sent his or her picture to you, how old
was each of the children when you received their picture?

Benjamin __ _ Natalie 
---

Dale 
---

Sydney __ _ Joyce __ _ Crystal __ _ 

5) Complete the blanks in the sentences of the following paragraph by circling the correct
response in the parentheses ().

The light from the child that is farthest from Earth will take the __ (greatest/least)
amount of time to get to us. The child will be getting older this entire time, and therefore
will be the __ (oldest/youngest) of all the children at the time when we receive their
picture.

6) Imagine that the six pictures of the children all arrived at exactly the same time. For this
to happen, could the children have all sent their pictures at the same time? If not, which
child sent his or her picture first and which child sent his or her picture last?
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7) Th t I P Im g lth right w t k n or 
th Androm d G I xy, Whlot, I loo t d bout 

.5 mllllon ly w y from u , I this n Im g 
h wing how th Andron, de Gal x.y look right 

n w. how It looked In th past. or how It wlll lool< 
In th future? Sxplaln your rea onlng. 

Photo Credit: Stocktrek lmag e, Inc./ 
Alamy Stock Photo 

8) Imagine that you are observing the llght from a distant star that was located In a galaxy
100 mllllon ly away from you. By analysis of the starlight received, you are able to
tell that the Image we see Is of a 10-mllllon-year-old star. You are also able to predict
that the star will have a total llfetlme of 50 mllllon years, at which point It wlll end In a
catastrophic supernova.

a) How old does the star appear to be to us here on Earth?

b) How long will It be before we receive the llght from the supernova event?

c) Has the supernova already occurred? If so, when did It occur?

9) Imagine that you take images of two main sequence stars that have the same mass.
From your observations, both stars appear to be the same age. Consider the followlng
possible interpretations that could be made from your observations.

a) Both stars are the same age and the same distance from you.

b) Both stars are the same age but at different distances from you.

c) The stars are actually different ages but at the same distance from you.

d) The star that is closer to you is actually the older of the two stars.

e) The star that is farther from you is actually the older of the two stars.

How many of the five choices (a-e) are possible? Which ones? Explain your reasoning. 
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The two drawings below represent the same group of galaxies at two different points in time
during the history of the universe.

Early Universe Universe Some Time Later 

1) Examine the distance between the galaxies labeled A-E in the Early Universe. Are all
the galaxies the same distance from each other?

2) Describe how the universe changed in going from the Early Universe to the Universe
Some Time Later.

3) Do the galaxies appear to get bigger?

4) Based on your answer to Question 3, do you think the stars within a galaxy move away
from one another due to the expansion of the universe? Explain your reasoning.

5) Compare the amount that the distance between the D and C galaxies changed in
comparison to the amount that the distance between the D and E galaxies changed.
Which galaxy, C or E, appears to have moved farther from D?

6) If you were in the D galaxy, how would the A, 8, C, and E galaxies appear to move
relative to your location?
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7) If you were in the D gataxy, would the A. B, c, and E gala les all PP r to mov th
same distance in the time interval from the Early Universe to th Univers Som Tim
Later'? 

8) tmaglne that you are still in Galaxy o. Rank the A, B, c, and E I ies in term of th Ir
relative speeds away from you, from fastest to sJowesl

9) Now imagine that you are In the E galaxy. Rank the A. B, C, and D g I le Int rm of
their relative speeds away from you, from fastest to slowest.

10) ts there a relationship between an object's distance away from you in the unlvers nd
the speed it would appear to be moving away from you? If so, d-escrib thl rel tlon hip.

11) Would your answer to Qu

12) Consider the following d.-�.
of the center of the universe.

Student 1: Since � 
the cen 

Student 2: ff you look 
axies mo� fJ eec:h 
center of the mMwsa. 

or 
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Part Ii Underetandlng Hubble-Lemalt,:e Law and Hubble Plott 

The Hubble-Lemaitre law states that the 
farther away a galaxy Is, the faster the galaxy 
will be moving away from the observer. We 
can depict Hubble-Lemaitre law with the 
graph shown at right. This graph plots the 
speed at which a galaxy appears to move ?:
away from us versus its distance from us. This ·g
type of graph Is called a Hubble plot. Each dot � 
on the plot represents a different galaxy. 

1) Complete the sentences below by using
the words provided in the parentheses ().

Galaxies that are very far away from us
appear to move __ (away/toward) us
at __ (slower/faster) speeds than galax
ies that are closer to us."

Distance 

Figure 1 

2) Imagine the Hubble plot shown in Figure 1 represents observations of the universe that
suggest its doubling in size over a certain amount of time. Which of the Hubble plots
shown in Figures 2 and 3 would represent observations of our universe suggesting It is
tripling in size over the same amount of time? Explain your reasoning.

Distance 

Figure 2 

. 
. 

Distance 

Figure 3 

The expansion rate of the universe determines how fast the universe increases in 
size with time. For example, if our universe were tripling in size, it would have a faster 
expansion rate than if it were doubling in size over the same amount of time. In a 
Hubble plot, the expansion rate is indicated by the slope of the graph. A steep slope 
indicates a fast expansion rate, while a flat slope indicates a slow expansion rate. 
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3) would you say the expansion rate for the universe represented in Figure 1 Is increasing,
decreasing, or constant with time? Explain your reasoning.

4) Rank (from fastest to slowest) the expansion rates represented in Figures 1, 2, and 3.
Explain your reasoning.

5) If the expansion rate of our universe had been faster, would the universe have reached
its current size earlier in its history or later? Explain your reasoning.

6) Complete the sentence below using the words provided in parentheses ().

If you create a Hubble plots from two different sets of data, the plot with the __
(steeper/flatter) slope will represent a __ (faster/slower) expansion rate, and will
predict an age for the universe that is older.

7) On the blank graph in Figure 4 below, draw a Hubble plot for which the expansion rate
of the universe is zero.

8) On the blank graph in Figure 5 below, draw a Hubble plot for which the expansion of the
universe increases throughout the lifetime of the universe.

Distance 

Figure 4 
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Part II; Our Universe 

Recent observations Indicate the Hubble plot for our universe actually looks more like the 
plot In Figure 6. 

• 

• 

Distance 

Figure 6 

9) Parts a-h all refer to Figure 6. Draw or write the additional information on Figure 6 as
instructed:

a) Draw a circle around the galaxies from which we receive light that was emitted clos
est to our present time.

b) Draw a square around the galaxies from which we receive light that was emitted fur
thest from our present time.

c) Write the letter C, and draw an arrow to the galaxies that are moving away from us
with the fastest velocities.

d) Write the letter D, and draw an arrow to the galaxies that are moving away from us
with the slowest velocities.

e) Write the letter E, and draw an arrow to the graph, where it has the steepest slope.

f) Write the letter F, and draw an arrow to the graph, where it has the flattest slope.

g) Write the letter G, and draw an arrow to the portion of the graph that corresponds to
the fastest expansion rate.

h} Write the letter H, and draw an arrow to the portion of the graph that corresponds to
the slowest expansion rate.
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10) Based on the Hubble plot shown in Figure 6, would you say that the expansion rate of

the universe is constant or changing with time? Explain your reasoning.

11) Based on the Hubble plot in. Figure 6, Is the expansion rate represented by the �otion

of galaxies far away from us faster than, slower than, or the same as the expansion rate

represented by the motions of nearby galaxies? Explain your reasoning.

12) Based on the Hubble plot in Figure 6, is the expansion rate of the universe increasing or
decreasing as time goes on? Explain your reasoning.

13) Consider the following debate between two students regarding their answer to the
previous question:

Student 1 : The expansion rate of our universe must be slowing down as time goes 
on. If you look at the Hubble plot, you can see that the graph gets flatter. 
That means the farther away you look, the slower the expansion rate is. 
The rate at which the most distant galaxies are moving away from us has 
started to slow down and eventually the expansion rate of nearby galaxies 
will also slow down. 

Student 2: I think you are reading the graph wrong. The slope of the graph 
tells you how fast the expansion rate of the universe is, not how fast 
a galaxy is moving. The farther we look into space, the further we are 
looking back in time. Since the slope of the Hubble plot is flatter in 
the past and steeper now, that means the expansion rate has sped up 
over time. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

14) Based upon your previous answers, is the graph you drew in Question 8 correct or does
it need to be redrawn? Explain your reasoning.
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fart ,� The Observable UnJverBe 

Each tiny dot In the picture below represents a galaxy. The Milky Way Galaxy is represented
by a tiny dot at the center of the plc�ure

.' All of the galaxle� inside the circle can be seen 
from Earth. The circumference of this circle defines what 1s called our observable universe.

Any galaxy that exists outside the circle Is so far away that Its light has not had time to reach
Earth and is therefore not part of our observable universe. 

1) Do you think the galaxies we can see from Earth are the only galaxies in the entire

universe? Explain your reasoning.

2) Draw a circle around Galaxy X that represents its observable universe.

3) Is the observable universe that you drew for Galaxy X different in size than the
observable universe for Earth? Explain your reasoning.
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tud nt 1: 
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c nd I don't think Galaxy X I s  at the edge either. 

Do you gr or di gr with lther or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

part u; An Anaiogy tor Expansion 

One way to try to understand and envision the expansion of the universe is by creating 
analogies that model the different aspects of our real expanding universe. One way to model 
the expanding universe is to use a "balloon" analogy. In this analogy, the space and time 
of the universe are modeled by the "surface" or "skin" of an expanding balloon. The entire

universe exists only on the surface of the balloon. Light can travel only in the space and time 
along the surface of the balloon. 
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5) Do objects, light, or events In the entire universe also exist Inside or outside of the
balloon's surface In this analogy?

187 

6) If you were to travel from galaxy to galaxy along the surface of the balloon, would you
ever encounter an edge?

7) If you were to travel over the entire s�rface_of the balloon universe, would you ever find
a location that is the center of the ent,re umverse? 

8) Consider the following debate between two students about their answers to the previous
questions:

Student 1: 
Someone living on the surface of this balloon universe will definitely
encounter an edge and a center. All they have to do is look from their loca
tion across the inside of the balloon to a location on the other side. The 
center of the inside of the balloon is the center of the universe, and the 
far side would be the edge of what they could see. So there's definitely a 
center and an edge to the universe in the balloon analogy. 

Student 2: I think you misunderstand the analogy. The surface of the balloon is sup

posed to be the entire universe. The inside of the balloon isn't part of the 

universe and doesn't actually exist. You can't look through the inside of 
the balloon to the other side so there is no center in the middle or edge on 
the other side. In this analogy, people living in the balloon universe would 
never encounter a center or an edge.

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

9) The balloons on the previous page represent the universe at different times during its
history. Draw an arrow underneath the balloons that points from the earliest time to the
latest. Label the ends of the arrow with the words "earliest" and "latest."
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10) Imagine you lived In a galaxy on the surface of the balloon. As the balloon expands,

would all the other galaxies appear to move toward you or away from you?

11) Would your answers to the previous question be the same regardless of the galaxy in
which you live, or would it change depending on the galaxy you Inhabit?

12) In this analogy, do galaxies move relative to one another because they are traveling
across the surface of the balloon, or do they move relative to one another because the
balloon is expanding?

13) The balloon analogy is a helpful way to think about expansion, but no analogy is perfect.
Some aspects of the real universe are captured by this analogy while others are not.
The evidence we now have about the real universe implies the following statements
(a-f) are all true. For each of these statements, state whether it is accurately captured
by the balloon analogy or not, and explain your reasoning.

a) The real universe has no center.

b) The real universe has no edge.

c) The real universe is expanding.

d) The real universe is not round.

e) The real universe's expansion does not cause galaxies to change size.

f) The real universe is 4-dimensional (3 dimensions of space and 1 of time).
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When the universe was 4 billion years old, Galaxy A was 3 bllllon llght_-years away_from
Galaxy B, as shown below. Imagine that the universe was not expanding, so the distance 
between Galaxy A and Galaxy B would not change over time. 

@-------@ 
3 Billion Light-years 

B A 

1) A star explodes in Galaxy B producing a large amount of light. How long will the light
from this explosion take to reach Galaxy A?

2) How far did the light travel on its journey to Galaxy A?

3) How much older will the universe be by the time the light from the explosion reaches
Galaxy A?

Because light takes time to travel from place to place in the universe, when we look at the 
night sky we are seeing stars and galaxies as they appeared in the past. For example, if we 
see a galaxy 1 million light-years away, we are seeing what the galaxy looked like 1 million 
years ago. We say this galaxy has a lookback time of 1 million years. Lookback time is the 
amount of time light takes to travel to us from a distant object. 

4) When inhabitants of Galaxy A see the light from the explosion, what is the lookback time
they associate with Galaxy B?

Our universe is expanding. This means the distance between galaxies is increasing. 
Imagine that Galaxy A and Galaxy B are in an expanding universe. 

5) While the light from the explosion is traveling from Galaxy B to Galaxy A, does the
distance between the two galaxies stay the same, become larger, or become smaller?

6) By the time the light from the explosion in Galaxy B reaches Galaxy A, is the distance
between the galaxies more than, less than, or exactly 3 billion light-years?

7) By the time the light from the explosion in Galaxy B reaches Galaxy A, has more than,
less than, or exactly 3 billion years elapsed since the star exploded?
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8) By the time the light from the eX'plosion In Galaxy B reaches Galaxy A. wil_l t
he 

t
otal

distance traveled by the light be more than, less than, or exactly 3 bllllon light-y
ea

r
s
?

9) When the inhabitants of Galaxy A see the light from the explosion in Galaxy B,_are th8Y
looking at an event with a lookback time of more than, less than, or exactly 3 billion 
years? 

10) In the space below, provide a sketch that explains the reasoning behind your answers to
Questions 5-9. 

11) Consider the discussion between two students regarding their ideas about two distant
galaxies in an expanding universe.

Student 1: Let's say light takes 5 billion years to travel from one galaxy to another. 
This means the two galaxies were separated by 5 billion light-years when 
the light began its journey. 

Student 2: If the light traveled for 5 billion years, then the distance between the two 
galaxies must have been less than 5 billion light-years when the light 
began its journey because the distances between galaxies are always 
increasing in the expanding universe. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 
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Detecting Exoplanets with Gravltatlonal Mlcrofenslng 

The figures below show three different Casea (1-3) In Which lig trav from S SID 
Earth. The arrows represent tight from Star S. The black box I covering up a region of
speoetlme through which light from Star S passes. 

Case l 
StarS 

-
Earth 

Case2 
StatS 

Earth 

Case3 
sears 

Earth 

1) Rank the amount of light received by Earth from Star S, from greatest to least, for
Cases 1-3. 

In Cases 4-6 below, the black box has been removed and the region of spacetime that 
was covered is now shown. 

Case4 

Star S 

-

Earth 

Case5 
Stars 

-

-
Earth 

Case6 

Stars 

-

-
Earth 

2) Match each of the Cases 4-6 with its corresponding situation in Cases 1�. Explain your
reason ing.
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3) For Cases 4-6, rank the regions of spacetlme based on the amount of mass present,
from greatest to least Explain your reasoning.

4) A high mass star and a low mass star are each warping regions of spacetime around

themselves. The two stars move at the same speed as seen from Earth.

a. Which star warps a larger region- of spacetime?

b. Which takes longer to move through your field of view: the region of spacetime
warped by the low mass star, or the region of spacetime warped by the high mass
star? Explain your reasoning.

5) Graphs A and B below show the brightness of a distant star as observed from Earth
for a duration of time. The change in brightness of the distant star shown in Graph A is
caused by Star X moving between Earth and the distant star. The change in brightness
of the distant star shown in Graph B is caused by Star Y moving between Earth and the
distant star. Stars X and Y move at the same speed. Assume Stars X and Y each follow
the same path in front of the distant star as viewed from Earth.

0 15 

Graph A 

30 

Time (days) 
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Stsr x warp spaefltfme ___ (more I I eqv811y) oompered to Star 'f csu 
th ma of Ster X Is ___ (gr, ster thsn I le than I Ille me e ) tfl ma al St r 
Y. So Ster X bend the fight from the distant stsr ___ (more tl'lenlrfl than/th
same as) Ster Y. This means the brightness pesk csu «I by Stsr X must be ___ _
(teller then I shorter than I the same ss) the pealc cau ed by Star Y. Also, becsu e the
mass of Stsr X Is ___ (greeter thsn I less lhsn I thfl same ss) the mess of Stsr Y,
the region of spscetlme It warps Is ___ (lsrr,er I smaller I equ6J) In size. This me n
ft takes a ____ (longer I shorter I equal) amount of time for Ille region of spscetime
warped by Star X to move between Earth and Star S. So, the brightness peek caused
by Star X w/11 appear ___ (wider I narrower I the same wfdfh) on the graph com-
pared to the peak caused by Star Y.

For the rest of this activity, we will assume that a star and the exoplanets that ort>it that star
will all follow the same path in front of the distant star. This means that a high-mass planet 
will create a peak in the distant star's light curve that is both taller and wider than the peak 
created by a low-mass planet. 

In Figure 1 below, Planet P is orbiting Star Z. The figure shows Star Z and Planet Pat five 
consecutive times as they move from left to right through the region of spacetime between a 
distant star and Earth. 

• Distant star

Star Z Star Z StarZ Star Z Star Z 

�, �, �, �, t 
PlanetP Planet P Planet P Planet P Planet P 

e Earth

Figure 1 

6) Which causes a greater warping of the region of spacetime around itself: Star Z or
Planet P? Explain your reasoning.
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7) Which moves between Earth and the distant star first: Star Z or Planet P?

0 15 

Groph C 

30 

Time (days) 

45 60 0 15 

Graph D 

30 

Time (days) 

45 60 

8) Which of the two Graphs (C or D) best corresponds to the observed brightness of the
distant star depicted in Figure 1? Explain your reasoning.

9) Two students are discussing their answers to the previous question:

Student 1: / think the correct graph is Graph C. We would see Planet P to the right of 
Star z. So, the brightness bump from the planet needs to be on the right side 
of the brightness peak caused by Star Z. That is what Graph C shows. 

Student 2: / disagree. I think the correct graph is Graph 0. I agree that Planet P is to 
the right of Star Z, but I think you're confusing the positions of the star and 
planet with the corresponding times when each object causes a bump on 
the graph. Since the planet enters the region between Earth and the 
distant star first, we should see the bump due to Planet P on the part of 
the graph that's earlier in time. That matches Graph 0. 

Do you agree or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

© 2022 Pearson Education, Inc. LECTURE-T UTOR/ALS FOR INTRODUCTORY ASTRONOMY 

FOURTH EDITION 



Detecting Exoplanets with Gravltatlonal Mlcrolenslng 195 

10) Graphs E-H, below, show how the brightness of a distant star changes over time in
different situations. In each situation, there is a star moving from left to right through the
region of spacetime between Earth and the distant star. Each atar that moves between
the distant star and Earth is orbited by an exoplanet.

"' 
"' 

<I) 

.c 
0() 

·;:: 
a:i 

0 15 

0 15 

Graph E 

30 

Time (days) 

Graph G 

30 

Time (days) 

45 60 

45 60 

0 15 

0 15 

Graph F 

30 

Time (days) 

Graph H 

30 

Time (days) 

45 60 

45 60 

a. Which Graph (E-H) corresponds to the situation in which a star with a lower mass
exoplanet located to the right of the star (as seen from Earth) moves through the
region of spacetime between Earth and the distant star? Explain your reasoning.

b. Which Graph (E-H) corresponds to the situation in which a star with a higher mass
exoplanet located to the left of the star (as seen from Earth) moves through the
region of spacetime between Earth and the distant star? Explain your reasoning.
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0 15 

raph I 

30 

Time (days) 

45 60 0 IS 

,r ph J

30 4§ 6() 

' ime (days) 

12) The graph below depicts the brightness of a distant star as observed from Earth. A

nearby star moves from left to right as seen from Earth, passing between Earth and th

distant star.

0 20 40 60 
Time (days) 

Sketch a picture of the extrasolar planet system moving between Earth and the distant 
star.- Make sure to account for the sizes of the planets and their distances away from 
their parent star, as well as whether they are located to the left or right of their parent 
star. 
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Diagrams A end B below eaoh repre ent differ nt w y of thinking abou,t how very I rg
regions of the universe change over time. The dot, In eaoh di gram r preaent wher m tter
exists In the universe.

A 

• 
. 

B 

: I i ,· i 
.. I i , 

• •• ) ,L, ,J t f·., 

... '· · .; �- �. J, •· I · I" I .. 
i ! ;, " ••� • i , . • .. , I . , .... - j •• :• I 
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• • 
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• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1) Which diagram, A or 8, is a better representation of the universe we observe? Explain
your reasoning.

2) In Diagram A, is the universe becoming bigger, smaller, or staying the same size over
time?

3) In Diagram B, is the universe becoming bigger, smaller, or staying the same size over
time?
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re d b ting their an w rs to Qu tlon 2 and 3: 

Stud nt 1: Both di grams how th univ rs@ becomln blgg r. In DI grsm A, th grid 
ha exp nd d and b com /erg r. In DI grom B, matt r h spr ad out 
and t ke up a gmst r mount of pac .

Student 2: / dis gr e. Only DI gr m A how th@ unlver becoming bigger. In 
DI gram B the lz. of th0 grid doo n 'l change. Metter I Ju t moving Into 
an air, sdy existing empty space In a unlver e who e size doe n't change. 

Do you agr e or disagree with either or both of the students? Explain your reasoning. 

5) Both diagrams show the distance between matter increasing over time.
a) Which of the diagrams shows this happening as the result of space expanding and

which Is a result of an outward explosion?

b) Which of the diagrams is a more correct representation of our universe? Is your answer
to this question consistent with your answer to Question 1? Explain your reasoning.

Consider the three diagrams (C, D, and E) shown below. These diagram each represent a 
single region of the universe, but at different times during the history of the universe. 

C • 

• 

• 

• 
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6) Draw an arrow below Diagrams C, D, and E. The arrow should point from the diagram
that represents the earliest time In the universe's history to the diagram that represents
the latest time In the universe's history. Label the ends of the arrow with the words
"earliest" and "latest."

7) In which drawing does the region of space have:
a) the highest matter density

b) the greatest concentration of energy?

c) the highest temperature?

Explain your reasoning. 

8) Imagine you could watch the history of the universe like a movie playing backward. The
movie starts today and ends at the beginning of the universe. Describe what you would
see for every region of the universe as the movie played and you looked further back
in time. Your answer should discuss how regions of the universe change in terms of
temperature, density, and size.
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200 The Big Bang 

Your answer.s to the pr�vious questions are all part of the Big Bang theory. The Big Bang
theory describes the universe as starting 13. 7 billion years ago and how it has changed over 
time. 

9) Three students are discussing their understandings of the Big Bang theory:

Student 1 : / think I understand the Big Bang now. At the beginning, all the matter in
the universe was compacted Into a small, hot, dense ball. This ball of mat
ter then exploded into empty space. When we look at the universe, we see
galaxies moving away from us. The Big Bang model explains th�s, since all
matter should be flying away from the center point of the explosion.

Student 2: / disagree. I think what the Big Bang theory is saying is that all the ':'atter
in the universe was once compacted into a really dense and hot obJect that
expanded over time. But there wasn't an explosion of matter into empty 
space. Instead, the universe carried pieces of matter away from each other
as it expanded in size. 

Student 3: You're both wrong. I agree that the universe was once smaller in size 
and that pieces of matter have been carried away from each other by the 
expansion of the universe. But remember how we learned from Einstein's 
equation E = mc2 that matter can be converted into energy and energy 
can be converted into matter? I think this means that if we go back to the 
beginning of the universe, it would be so incredibly small, dense and hot 
that matter itself couldn't exist. I bet at the very beginning, the universe 
would have been composed of pure energy with no matter there at all. 

Which students do you agree or disagree with? Explain your reasoning. 

1 O) Based on your previous answers, complete the following sentences: 

The Big Bang theory says that the universe started out with a/an ____ temperature 
and a/an ____ density. Originally, there was no ___ __, only pure ___ _

From this initial state, each region of the universe ____ in size. This caused its 
temperature and density to ____ . When the temperature was cool enough, energy 
could transform into ___ _ 

11) Look at Diagram A again. Next to Diagram A, make a drawing of what you think that
region of the universe would have looked like at the very first instant it existed.
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