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    Introduction 
 
    To all those people who have a desire and love for plants and flowers, but do not have the cash readily available to fulfill their gardening dreams, be they a few glorious pots on the fire escape, or a huge expanse that begs to be filled with a riot of color, texture and scent; This book is for you! 
 
    Saving money. Pinching a penny. Making a dollar bill scream. I have heard all sorts of sayings to describe making your money go farther than the average guy's.  In my experience there are only three ways to save money:  buying something for less, using less of it (in the case of gardening, I am interpreting that to mean using fewer purchased plants and more free plants), or making what you already have, last longer.  In this handy book I will show you how to apply all of these different methods to your gardening results.  
 
    The absolute best way to leverage your money savings is to focus several of the tips onto one plant or piece of your garden.  Soon you will be sipping iced tea, admiring your garden and chuckling to yourself about how much money you saved on that plant over there (as you point to specimens in your flower bed). I know, I do. 
 
    If you decide to undertake this landscaping project on your own, there are several useful tips that can be acquired from this e-book. These tips will give you guidance on what you need to know before starting the project and how to bring it to a completion. 
 
    There are elements and factors that you need to consider before embarking on your landscaping project. These will determine how successful your project will be. For instance, if you do not know the right plants for the climatic conditions of your area, then your landscaping may be quite hard. This is why this e-book elaborates on the elements that you will need to be aware of before starting this project. 
 
    In this e-book, you will also learn the steps that you should take before landscaping. These are the preparations that you ought to make so as to ensure the success of your project. You will also get some ideas on how to garden landscape. These are practical ideas that you can use with ease, or share with your landscaper. 
 
    If well implemented, they will help in the transformation of your landscape and help in beautifying your lawn. 
 
    Acquiring the perfect landscape is not the end of the process. There is still maintenance that has to be done so as to ensure that the garden landscape stays in good condition at all times. Getting the perfect landscape is possible; you just have to ensure that you take the necessary measures so as to attain this and to retain it. This e-book will offer you guidance on the measures that you have to take. Apply this advice and you may soon be on your way to owning a beautiful landscape. 
 
   


 
  



Chapter 1: 
What Is Landscaping 
 
    By nature, for a building to be correctly defined as ‘landscaping’ (verb form), on the grounds of the property, you have to make modifications (or maintain past changes) in either a realistic, or imaginative manner. A similar term is the ‘landscape.’ You are engaging in landscaping while you are landscaping your yard.  
 
    Simply placed, if you may look out your window and see a particular feature in your yard that affects the overall aesthetics or usefulness of your house, then that feature is part of the ‘landscaping’ of the house. It should also be noted that even though they remain overlooked, some of the technical aspects of one's landscaping, such as underwater drainage networks, are significant.  
 
   
 
  

 Stay in Harmony: Landscape and Estate  
 
    While the above provides a basic, practical definition of the term ‘landscaping,’ first-time homeowners are far more likely to profit from a rundown of the sort of work they may do (or hire a contractor to do so) to upgrade their yards.  
 
    There is a significant issue to think about before we continue. Will one house be harmonious with each other, and its landscaping? We are not talking of practical things like rising shade trees to the south of your house in order to reduce the cost of energy. Would the way your house looks affect landscaping choices, such as plant selection and design, or whether a wooden deck or concrete patio will be constructed?  
 
    A number of homeowners prefer to colorfully plan their houses and landscaping. That is relatively straightforward, but how far are you going to harmonize the house and yard in an aesthetic way? For example, if your home type does not classify it as a ‘cottage,’ can you still landscape the theme of a cottage-garden? Yeah, but you can only determine the degree to which you can aspire for this kind of happiness, because the flavor of all is special. There is no question that certain styles of hardscape elements match some houses better than others. For, e.g., a rustic-style roof looks much better applied to a log cabin compared to a contemporary modern one.  
 
    Note, prospective customers cannot convey their private desires. That is why you, as a seller, need all this work. First of all, you do not like outdoor puttering; you do not need water features in your house, so the color does not matter in winter. And still, homebuyers checked the pattern. The following things can be kept in mind while landscaping:  
 
    
    	 Residential environments under-maintenance: To begin with, if there is a choice between a trees’ dwarf version and a larger version, select the dwarf tree; it will not need to be pruned as much.  
 
    	 Building waterfalls, fountains, and ponds: The most impressive projects require concentration or a focal point. A well-done water element is a focal point that can create a difference between the property and the other properties.  
 
    	 Visual attraction year-round: Evergreens and lots of berry-growing shrubs are ideal antidotes to the bleakness of winter.  
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 Where to Find Good Ideas for Landscaping?  
 
    A few suggestions for the home landscape are given below:  
 
    
    	 See what a lot of people do with their home designs. If appropriate, speak to them about the reasons behind their choice for home landscaping products, and their feelings.  
 
    	 Newspapers, magazines, television, and the internet do provide a wealth of information regarding what types of ‘online’ home landscape designs are available.  
 
    	 Ask a specialist consultant for the architecture of the landscape.  
 
    	 If you do not want to pay for guidance to a landscape planner, try some tips from your nearest nursery, at least.  
 
    	 Real estate agents track, day in and day out, the responses of prospective customers to home landscaping; inform them on developments.  
 
   
 
   
 
  

 Differentiating between Landscaping and Gardening  
 
    Certain individuals often get confused with landscapers and gardeners. Perhaps they cannot really tell the gap between the two, to be more accurate. It is a gray area, so let us clarify some common misunderstandings.  
 
    If you are landscaping or planting, it entails practically designing and the making the outdoor environments aesthetically appealing, and preserving them. Both practices may be interests or even professions carried out in tiny backyards or beaches, golf resorts, and construction buildings. While gardening and landscaping are identical, distinctions exist within them.  
 
    16th-century Dutch artists used the term ‘landschap’ to characterize land-based depictions of the landscape. The current English term ‘landscape’ collects from the Netherlands and relates to a mental representation of the spaces outside. Therefore, landscaping is about envisioning an image for a room and then constructing it. Landscaping combines botanical elements such as plants, lawns, trees, bushes and other vegetation, along with hardscapes, such as paths, benches, beds for planting, ponds, and fences in the area.  
 
    Landscape Experts  
 
    Landscape professionals and builders provide activities that are different, but intersect. Landscape architects need a qualification in a built environment, and to receive a license, they must undergo a regional test. These practitioners operate on a range of styles and sizes of initiatives, from the design and construction of a residential yard to the designing of transport infrastructure, parks, and waterfront projects. Landscape architects do not need advanced qualifications, although technical bodies based on their history of design practice may certify them. Designers usually focus on small-scale or private designs, so after finishing the design process, they cannot generally deal with landscape contractors. Landscape contractors execute the artist or designer’s dream by designing the buildings, and adding the botanic and hardscape components. Contractors may even restrict their company to yard and garden repairs, in which situation, they are simply gardeners.  
 
   
 
  

 Gardening  
 
    Gardening entails design, planning, and servicing, as does landscaping, but gardening typically requires only the seedlings in a space. Landscape planners and gardeners may draw a garden concept and decide a planting list, but the plants can only be grown, weeded, tended, rotated, and harvested. Gardening is a continuous process, as gardens require year-round tending and skilled care. Gardening often includes awareness of different natural systems, including soil biology, environments, plant morphology, water runoff, and infestations of pests, through practice and research.   
 
    Professionals in Gardening  
 
    Skilled gardeners could be graduating in botany or horticulture. Other qualified gardeners may have a master gardener curriculum completed. In general, master gardener systems involve several weeks of practice from professional and academic mentors in the field of horticulture or gardening. The master gardeners of the California system, for example, need more than 50 hours of training, coupled with regular service hours and continuing educational quotas.  
 
    Garden Range  
 
    Gardens may differ from a basic flower to a stone garden layout. Gardening may be particular to a combination of plants for a specific form of plant or fruit or tree. Next to home are home plants; rain gardens that grow water plants or crops around lakes; rock gardens use the height produced by rocks to position plants in or around the rocks. Many homeowners plan rock gardens in their yards to target rugged slopes. Some bring rocks onto clean, reckless yards. With planting, the garden environment is only mildly altered.  
 
    Pretty much the entire plots may be mined by heavy equipment in landscaping, and the landscape may be modified by planting not only plants, but also various varieties of the soil environment that may not be native to the region. Landscapers often refer to gardeners as 'plantsmen' since a gardener insists on plant protection and well-being. Landscapers are usually active as driveways, patios, walls, and related jobs regarded as 'hardscaping.' A significant distinction between a gardener and a landscaper is the degree to which they are eligible for the job. Landscapers typically need one or two different commercial licenses. We may require a construction authorization to create a gazebo or pool, or require paving or concreting permission to do 'hardscaping' work. Landscapers would need to use heavy machinery, too. Having said that, several business associations or bigger businesses may have the expertise and resources to provide planting and landscaping facilities.  
 
   


 
  



Chapter 2: 
What Is Landscape Gardening 
 
    Our usual concern is to improve our yards or business establishments because all of us value beauty. Most landowners prefer a landscape garden. What is gardening in the landscape? As its name suggests, it is a kind of landscape which transforms an area into a garden.  
 
    The basic principles of gardening have been trained by professional landscapers, and others may take short courses for that. On the other hand, when spending time working at their own gardens, garden owners obtain good experiences. Other people have made this a hobby, especially women, while others make it as an expansion of their creativity. But whoever does the planting, whether it is a traditional housewife or a professional landscaper, understanding what landscape gardening is all about can result in the successful creation of a garden that meets the landowner's aim, needs or desires. The gardening, meanwhile, is not just about the designs and templates. It is also about how it would be maintained after it has been put up after all the dynamic landscape gardening is. Acting with it continues as long as there are tendentious plants and flowers and buildings to maintain. You can add or remove buildings, you can renovate them, you can grow other flowers or trees, or you can do something to constantly enhance your garden. Many gardeners would also grow one section at a time, sometimes adding more materials and plants into each section. 
 
    What's nice about landscaping is that you can do your own style your way around it. There is no limit to it, and there are no defined rules on what can only be done to your garden. As long as you know what landscape gardening is and its fundamental principles, then you are ready to begin. Or if you do not feel confident enough, you can hire professional landscapers to make the garden you want. The services may be expensive, but be rest assured that it can be of great benefit to you. 
 
   
 
  

 Landscape Gardening Tips   
 
    Landscape gardening will, in many ways, help to make your garden look better. While landscaping your garden, work can include avoiding erosion of topsoil and weed prevention. Garden landscaping also offers plenty of opportunities to improve your garden's look and feel in many different ways; from a simple garden design and layout to a complete gardening project in the landscape.   
 
    One of the easiest ways to achieve a specific gardening effect for the landscape is to use border edging. In your landscape gardening projects, there are many selections of border edges that you can use, including concrete, plastic, aluminum, tubing, and brick boundaries.   
 
    You can use only one type to make your garden even more attractive or mix and match.   
 
    It is important to note that the edging design you choose needs to suit the theme of your overall landscape garden project, so you are trying to achieve the overall look. If you do not have time to pursue your own landscape gardening dream, there are many landscaping services you can choose from.   
 
    It is also best to meet the landscape gardener first, just to make sure that you are not only going to be able to work together during the landscape project, but that you know they are going to share your dream of what you want to achieve from landscape gardening. There are many landscaping services that will gladly listen to your ideas on landscaping and recommend landscaping designs and materials for the job, whether it is a plain flower garden, an entrance, or a rock garden.   
 
    A landscape design company will not only suggest the best materials for the landscaping project, but will also recommend the best available techniques, and then send you a quote that takes your vision of landscape gardening and makes it a reality. Before deciding which landscape designer you would like to go with, it is advisable to get quotes from several landscaping services, as you may find that there is a wide range of prices for the same job.   
 
    Again, the quality of the finished work will depend on that. You should not presume that the most expensive quote would do the best job, and also bear in mind that for a good reason, the cheapest is possibly the cheapest.   
 
    Use a suggested landscaper from relatives, partnerships, or work colleagues, if possible. You cannot beat the ‘word of mouth’ advertising, as is often said. There are several choices open to you for landscaping your garden, all you need to do is use your imagination and in no time will your vision of a landscape garden come true.   
 
   


 
  



Chapter 3: 
Landscaping for Privacy 
 
    A backyard may have a swimming pool, kids playing area, patio, water, and rock gardens, basically designed to pass quality time with family members or alone. The backyard demands a certain level of privacy from intruders. Landscaping can play a major role in designing and maintaining privacy in a backyard.  
 
    Sometimes house buildings are planned in a row like an arrangement in a neighborhood with two house buildings sharing a common compound wall. In such a case, landscaping for privacy plays an important role. To cater to this problem, a simple solution would construct a compound wall with a combination of stone and wired mesh on top.  
 
    Another space that demands privacy in the backyard are the swimming pool changing rooms. A simple brick wall can do the job of hiding the changing rooms. Or you can have the changing rooms attached to the main building during the design stage itself. Using plants around the swimming pool is sometimes recommended. But this has got a few disadvantages. Firstly if the plants are deciduous, it will cause you extra care, taking efforts to clean the pool water frequently. Also, you will have some restrictions on using tall trees. Tall trees have an equal number of deep roots that can cause damage to the swimming pool construction, which is underground.  
 
    Shrubs are essentially the foundation of landscaping. They are a functional, beautiful addition to any property, offering shade, creating borders, or a splash of color. They can add ground cover, denote foot paths, and offer a nice transition from larger objects, such as your home, to smaller plants like, phlox or impatiens.  If you have the privilege of having some type of boundary fence in place. It is great!  One of the most popular functions is using them for property boundaries.  Not only do they beautify, but they can also keep neighborly relationships intact as opposed to ‘building a fence’ between you. Aside from natural looking fences, different varieties of bushes can be placed throughout the yard to create a more elegant Zen, or countryside style, depending on your preferences.  
 
    Before planting any shrubs, you should create a layout of your yard, taking note of the shady and sunny areas.  Also, if you feel there are ‘naked’ parts of your yard that you want to add color to, height or depth of dimensions, ensure you mark them on your map.  When choosing which type of shrub, ask yourself what purpose you want it to serve.  Will they be a fence? For shade? To reduce noise? To add some color to your green landscape?  Once you have figured these things out, then you can choose the right shrubs for your yard.  
 
    Like all plants, climate, soil make-up and sunlight affect the health and growth of your shrubbery.  Some of the easiest shrubs to maintain are hydrangea, ogon spirea, purple smoke bushes, emerald gaiety, red twig dogwood, ‘Blue Star’ juniper, dwarf Alberta spruce and forsythia.  Whether you are looking for color or greenery, this selection offers the best of both, as well as easy maintenance.   
 
    There are many varieties of hydrangea, and the great thing about them is they do not require a lot of sun for those fantastic blooms.  The oakleaf hydrangea is a gorgeous flowering shrub, starting out white in spring and summer, turning a lovely antique pink in the fall.  The leaves turn different colors in autumn, also. 
 
    For fun, a variegated and low cover shrub, the emerald gaiety is perfect.  They are a hardy shrub that can withstand colder climates, with northern winters’ subzero temperatures.  They work best against foundations, rock formations or a low creeping border.  
 
    For a traditional evergreen look, the dwarf Alberta spruce would be an excellent choice. They begin small in size, and all have a ‘Christmas tree’ type look about them. It takes 25-30 years to reach to full maturity, i.e. 10-12 feet. They are very dense and have small, soft-looking needles.  They are easily maintained and require little pruning to maintain shape.  
 
    Further research is needed; however, I hope this opens your eyes to a new perspective on your property.  No matter which you choose, it will surely add beauty to your yard, increasing the curb appeal for your home. 
 
   
 
  

 Fencing 
 
    Fencing is a fact of life for coastal landscaping. Fencing your garden does not need to be boring or predictable. You can choose to create custom garden fencing that is charming and unique.  
 
    Types of Fencing 
 
    There are mainly two types of superb fencing; namely, Commercial and Natural.  
 
    
    	 Commercial fencing, like the ones made from vinyl or composite materials, well treated wood or wrought iron can be used. The advantage is that this type of fencing requires little or no maintenance.  
 
    	 Natural fencing, for instance, bamboo fence whose shoots reach full height in a matter of months can be used. On the same note, stone enclosure is naturally beautiful, plus it is available in different shapes and sizes.  
 
   
 
    The different types of fences can also be chosen according to the atmosphere it creates, such as post and rail, picket, trellis screens, hazel hurdles, panel and willow, bamboo and heather fences. 
 
   


 
  



Chapter 4: 
Landscape Gardening Tips 
 
    Unlike architecture, landscape design is concerned with living material, which not only grows changes during the season and over time, but also moves in response to wind or to the touch. Thus, the kinetic experience is enriched and made more intimate and varied. The positioning of groups of planting relatives to the path can influence the movement of the observer.   
 
    Where a change of direction is desired, ground covers, as well as tree and accent shrubs can be used to create pivot points, at which one is physically and visually forced to change direction. Pivot points can be extended to form bridging points across paths and roads. If the bridging points are sited close together, these in turn create tension points in the design where the space is narrowed down, or constricted before opening up and expanding into another space. Using the idea of line of line of movement, the design can be given a momentum of its own which can be described as a ‘design speed'. This can be static, slow, and moderate or fast; the inherent design force built into any line movement is self-expressive.  
 
    Certain misconceptions exist relating to the design line movement. All too often, designers seek to create line movement by giving a wavy outline to planting beds. Tree and shrub planting will itself, create all the wavy line movement at a higher level as it grows.  
 
    Plant material junction should not be too acute. Where the design line movement abuts a building, or two paved areas meets grass areas, the acute point formed results in an awkward space for planting and should be avoided where possible.  
 
    Access, Vistas and Arrangement: The point of entry into any given space is always of crucial importance in the design. For instance, one may choose to make it discreet, or emphasize it by enfacement. A drive or access road into a site may have predominantly vista-like qualities, which can be reinforced with banks of tall and medium shrubs, and ground cover. Plants flank each side. The long accepted tradition that when one enters a site, part of the building was first seen and then lost from view, to re-emerge later, still remains an effective design technique.   
 
    The principle of enfacement can be used effectively to draw attention to specifically desirable views, and possibly to block out the less desirable elements. For instance, massed foreground planting may be used to screen the near view, and larger framing plants placing an emphasis on the distant view. Enfacement of certain views in connection with doorways, or atrium courtyards can best be achieved by the use of large vertical shrubs, or small trees with a structure of horizontal branches.   
 
    Anchoring, as a design technique, is akin to enfacement, as it has a similar design purpose that is to control corners and portion of the design which needs reinforcement. The planting of dome-shaped shrubs at the base of a small sculptural tree or shrub is another form of anchoring.   
 
    Paths in a carefully designed sequence, or applied on a larger scale to the movement of people in cars, such as the design of motorway planting for viewing at high speeds.  
 
   
 
  

 Landscape Design Guidelines  
 
    
    	 The walls, ceiling and floor are the dimensions of the outdoor ‘room.’ A ceiling (the sky) and a floor (the ground) are always present, though they might require modifications. The walls are created as part of the landscape design.  
 
    	 The structure of any one of the three dimensions mentioned above, may affect the appearance of the other two, as well as their functions.  
 
    	 The landscape's walls are responsible for screening, wind protection, framing, enclosure, and so on.  
 
    	 The ceiling of the landscape provides shade, protection from weather elements, passive solar heating, and so on.  
 
    	 Structural walls for the landscape include many types of walls and fences. They offer the advantages of full height from the start, limited ground-coverage, and variety of materials.  
 
    	 The most satisfactory landscape walls often combine both structural and planting materials.  
 
    	 The ceiling’s structure in the landscape is made for shading purposes. Shade may be provided by structural roods, awning, arbors, or the like, or by shade and ornamental trees.  
 
    	 Good shading units depend on accurate recognition of the time of day when the shade is necessary, the path of the sun over a property, and the angle at which the sun penetrates the area, during the time shade is needed. Further recognition of the density of shade desired is also necessary.  
 
    	 Tree placement must be based above and below ground utility structures that might be affected by, or affect the tree's branches or roots.  
 
    	 The light and shadow patterns created by the landscape's ceiling structures are extremely importantly aesthetically.  
 
    	 The characteristics of plants are form, texture and color.  
 
    	 Trees may be used to obstruct awkward angles and lines in the building without distorting other landscaping features.  
 
    	 Berms can successfully make a flat building seem a part of the larger, rolling countryside, effectively, making a property seem larger.  
 
    	 Textural coordination between plant materials, building materials, and other non-living landscape elements result in better composition.  
 
    	 Complementary colors in subtle combinations are usually better than stark contrasts that command too much attention.  
 
    	 The more elaborate the trim elements in the building or other structural parts of the landscape, the simpler the design should be, with less contrast in color, texture and form and vice versa.  
 
    	 Plant selection should begin with only those plants that can adapt to the climate of the area in which they are to be planted.  
 
    	 The moisture retention capabilities, pH, and fertility of a soil determines its capacity for growing healthy plants.  
 
    	 Soil contains minerals, water, humus, living organisms, and air; it is the combination of these elements that determine the soil's suitability for plant growth.  
 
    	 Optimum sun and shade combinations should always be known for plants so that they can be combined with site features, preventing sun related plant injuries and bringing out the best in plant growth, form and color.  
 
    	 Colors that change with seasons, the distance and the amount of light available must be given thought as plants are chosen for color contributions to the landscape.  
 
    	 When it is possible to spread a sequence of blooms throughout the season, color clashes are avoided and blooms have a longer lasting effect on the landscape.  
 
    	 The specific use of a plant and the landscape must be considered during its selection. In many cases, the special uses dictate the varieties.  
 
    	 The texture of plants range from fine ones, to coarse ones. The stems, leaves, and barks create texture and buds, and can be seen and felt.  
 
    	 Whenever variable elements are used in a planting unit, an emphasis is created. The designer's job is to place greater emphasis where it is warranted.  
 
    	 Though buildings can be designed to match their surroundings better, often the landscape designer must work with mismatched architecture.  
 
    	 Elevation drawings are helpful, as the designer can use them to overlay building features with projected landscape concepts.  
 
    	 A focal point may be created at an entrance by a sequence of color or texture, or both. Embellishments may be used for accent, or ground pattern lines may direct attention appropriately.  
 
   
 
   
 
  

 Items for Backyard Landscaping  
 
    If you are fortunate enough to have a backyard, you already have the beginnings of what could soon be the most relaxing area of your home. After a long week of work, all of us desire a place to go where it is peaceful and restful. With the proper planning for backyard landscaping ideas, your backyard could be this retreat. We will discuss several ideas for backyard landscaping.  
 
    Water Features  
 
    Adding water features to your backyard is one of the best methods of backyard landscaping. There are many different water features on the market, or you can easily create your own water feature. Whether you purchase a water feature or create your own, they are simple and inexpensive to create. The best part is that a water feature can be worth its weight in gold when it comes to adding beauty to your backyard and making your backyard more enjoyable. There is nothing more relaxing than listening to the sound of running water.  
 
    Gazebos  
 
    Another way that many people make their backyard livable is to add a gazebo. Gazebos are inexpensive, and can be constructed by the homeowner in most cases. A gazebo adds a comfortable place to relax, or have cookouts and other family gatherings. You can also decorate your gazebo with flowers, water features, and other decorations to add even more luxury to your backyard.  
 
   


 
  



Chapter 5: 
Edible Landscape Gardens 
 
    Edible landscaping is probably the oldest method of gardening, and when we think about edible landscaping, we really get back to our roots by creating something that can not only be beautiful, but also provide food for you and your family all year round.  
 
    As many people think of edible gardening, they automatically believe that vegetables are the only edible food that can be found in a garden, so you need an allotment or purpose-designed area to grow to sustain edible plants, vegetables, fruits and herbs.  
 
    A properly planned edible landscape would provide you with fresh food throughout the seasons when it is ripe and ready for harvest.  
 
   
 
  

 Edible Arbors of the Forest 
 
    Because of their scale and the strength of the area they are in, trees may also be the base of your landscaping. Many trees bear fruit and produce fantastic and tasty crops. Among the most obvious examples are: peach, pawpaw, cherry, apple, pear, apricot, citrus and plum.  
 
    They are good looking in their own right and spectacular when they are in bloom. The biggest challenge with trees is that they can be huge, and it takes a lot of pruning and control to maintain the size and shape so that they look like how you want them to. That is why they are often not used in landscape plans. The mess they cause when they start dropping their fruit can also be a problem for some landscapers, but if you monitor and harvest the fruits, they are probably the most delicious fruits of the edible landscape. 
 
   
 
  

 Berries for Your Edible Landscape 
 
    In a small of space, you can grow a variety of edible berries very easily. You can create space within your borders, or you can grow them in pots and place them in your landscape, wherever you like. My personal favorites are strawberries, raspberries and blackberries, but you can choose from loads. They look different and have different sizes, shapes and textures, but they can all be managed and take shape well. Nearly all the edible berries are very easy to grow, and many grow naturally in the forest anyway. Because they are so hardy, all you do is place them in a regulated setting to make them part of your edible landscape. 
 
   
 
  

 Weeds 
 
    You can create a beautiful centerpiece for your landscape design with a little creativity and make it edible. Vines will be creeping and developing in a way that helps you to make some awesome designs, and if you can complement that, you are on a winning combination with being edible.  
 
    You can guide where your vines will grow and move color throughout your landscape area, including vertically, around the fencing, over the sheds, in the shades, and in a number of many ways. 
 
   
 
  

 Edible Creepers and Vegetables 
 
    The plant growth and foliage of some vegetables will naturally crawl over the ground and spread naturally as they grow, the foliage on these plants are usually dark green with large leaves, and they stay low to the ground. Because of this, they can be used as border plants that look good and can contrast well with other plants in your landscape, but also produce some wonderful foodstuff; my favorite is cucumber, marrow, okra, pumpkins and gourds. 
 
   
 
  

 Herbs in the Edible Landscape 
 
    Many people loved growing natural herbal plantations to have herbs on hand that could be used for medicine development. Despite scientific advances, people mostly do not actually produce herbs from their garden for these purposes. There are those of herbal medicinal practices, though, who still want to conserve traditional medicinal gardens that produce medicinal products in the old days. That is certainly an option, just not anything too many people do.  
 
    Modern herb gardens are often used to cultivate herbs that are used in cooking recipes and as spices. Upbringing your own herbs means fresh ingredients are included in the cooking process. Being willing to use new ingredients in your pasta dishes and other recipes may be completely rewarding. It is not that hard to grow plants either, so the benefits are certainly worth the effort that you do.  
 
    [image: How to Plant a Culinary Herb Garden! DIY Kitchen Garden - YouTube] 
 
    Many of the herbs which people do want to grow in their gardens are basil, rosemary, chives, basil, coriander, garlic, mint, and fennel, to name a few. You should not have a hard time coping with these herbs. Just remember to look at their requirements before planting them. It is always smart to acquaint yourself with the requirements of any herb once you seed a plant. It makes you get better qualified and increases the chances of success.  
 
    Herb gardens look fantastic too. These garden types are not only really helpful in our usage, but can add a lot of elegance to your yard, too. An indoor herb garden may also be held, but this is most generally achieved outdoors. Whatever direction you like, it will be a fairly enjoyable time for you.  
 
   
 
  

 Edible Buffs  
 
    There are many edible bushes that look great and produce beautiful fruits, like tomatoes, chilies, lemons and gooseberries. Some of these depend on climatic conditions, but some grow well wherever you put them, like the gooseberry.  
 
    If you do not have the appropriate climate then I would suggest that you grow the chili’s indoors; they are the best thing ever. If you love tomatoes, I would suggest buying a mini greenhouse to grow them in; they will grow like crazy and give you great fresh tomatoes for a long time to come. 
 
   


 
  



Chapter 6: 
Things to Consider When Having an Edible Landscape 
 
    Let us admit it; it is a struggle to include edible plants in landscape design and to really make it come out good. Sprinkling cabbage leaves, wild tomatoes, and scruffy peppers with bare seeds is why so many vegetable crops are confined at the farthest corner of the field, generally tucked away in only a few backyard beds.  
 
    With some simple shortcuts and suggestions, we are about to teach you how to do that in your own yard. We discover that graphic examples of design features are the quickest way to get ideas, so we have collected a range of potential vegetable patch features/resources that you can use. Whether you are thrifty, inventive, or just searching for ease, you will find solutions to match your time and budget, like DIY, free / upcycled and company choices.  
 
   
 
  

 Guidelines and Preparation - Creation of a Simple Edible Landscape  
 
    To plan your landscape, you do not need to be an artist or an expert at writing a landscaping blueprint. Many people create thorough to-scale drawings, and some only compose loose notes on a sheet of paper behind a scrap and then eyeball both until they get into the yard. Another smart approach to create an edible landscape design is to consider a traditional landscape design and replace the plants in the design with edible plants.  
 
    Any drawing stationary and a sheet of paper (or the unprinted side of last night's burger box) would do for this exercise, when you are about to continue sketching! However, when confronted with the potential for new office equipment at the start of a worded project, unless you are some kind of individual who has to limit himself or herself from rolling about like a cat in catnip, here are some beneficial garden design techniques that go beyond guilty pleasures:  
 
    
    	 A journal for the ‘decomposition’ of thoughts and drawings; a variation in a journal for the ‘composition’  
 
    	 A modeling stencil device suitable for edible landscape creation  
 
    	 Recycled paint sticks  
 
   
 
   
 
  

 Realistic Considerations for an Edible Design of the Landscape 
 
    There is a realistic dimension of edible landscape architecture, besides the creative aspect of stuff.  You may need to remember five important elements while preparing your edible landscape, which are given below:  
 
    Microclimates  
 
    Know your yard's spots that get the greatest, and the least, sunshine.  Using a compass or enter your address into suncalc.net (shade-casting items as if trees and buildings would need to be accounted for). In summer, most vegetables and fruits take 6 hours of sunshine per day to produce well. There are heaps of edible plants, however, which also grow flawlessly well in the shade.  
 
    Water Fountains  
 
    Where is your backyard water supply? In drought spells, there may be an irrigation device, spigot, hose, dam, rainwater floodplain, or another source of moisture. You can haul a bucket to the far reaches of the yard, of course, but it is easier to prepare ahead so it does not have to happen; your edible garden remains well maintained.  
 
   
 
  

 Soil Issues  
 
    Where in your backyard are the most issue soles? Too hot, dusty, rough, muddy, flat or filthy? Every position should be remembered. Try to solve these difficulties or place the garden somewhere else.   
 
   
 
  

 Ease of Access without Moving  
 
    Do not get through it! Part of having a good soil and terrific garden design is never having to step into a bed for sorting, irrigating, harvesting, sowing, or whatever else. It induces compaction of the soil and is harmful to the plants. Broad cultivated borders greater than 4” will have concealed pathways or stepping stones, and use double or single-reach dimensions, so you can navigate every inch of the landscape for upkeep without compacting the soil. You want to be sure that you can find, and quickly utilize your defined walking areas so that you are not tempted to move in your bed ‘just this once.’  
 
   
 
  

 Set of Plants  
 
    What plant types do you wish to grow? Most edible plants seek either a ‘meadow’ setting (including most seed-grown annual vegetables) or a ‘hill’ (often-woody shrubs and perennials on the understory). Remember, after a tree falls, most forest plants are chancers who grow their best, and the ensuing canopy void allows them maximum sun for another few years. For safer crops and heavy growth, you should build your beds to match those preferences. For starters, use heavy wood chip mulches; you might place your ‘meadow’ beds in direct sunlight with lightweight manures of straw and leaves, and your ‘forest’ grounds in maximum to partial sunlight.  
 
   
 
  

 Topography  
 
    Have you ever observed a position in your lawn that was pooling in the downpour and seemingly, always mushy? Alternatively, a location seemingly needs more moisture than anywhere else. In addition, on a limited scale, topography plays a significant role in designing a landscape by dictating how precipitation passes across the soil. A decreased spot can mean that nearly all of the root system is lounging in the water. Although water is healthy for the roots, far too much water is depriving the origins of oxygen and producing an uninhabitable atmosphere in the soil for beneficial bacteria. Most plants can fail without these and ultimately die. Repeatedly wet places may be especially suited to ornamental wetlands, while edibles are maintained to lawn areas that are stronger drained. There can also be some difficulties to a large, dry region since soil microbes can dry out rapidly. This can usually be handled easier than a low wet environment, although it does require constant irrigation to avoid the drying out of roots. A dense mulch layer on a large, dry region of planting can aid delay movement of moisture and retain it longer in the soil. A dry area could be a good place for edibles that are somewhat drought resistant, like Mediterranean origin herbs: oregano, thyme, sage, rosemary. Such edibles would need sufficient water to establish themselves, but they can manage warmer temperatures too. In a dry environment, too chard and mustard veggies would do well. However, for a sizeable chunk of plants to make things work, water consistently and well enough to mulch.  
 
   


 
  



Chapter 7: 
Understanding Your Gardening Soil 
 
    The soil is the place where the alchemy takes place. Soil is composed of fragments of rocks, organic material, soil, water, and life. A combination of these various factors renders the soil optimal, but that is rare, particularly in industrial environments where compaction, pollution, and decades of usage are possible. There might be soft sandy soil in your yard, hard clay soil, or anything in between. Soil texture cause problems for landscapers. Clay soil is tough as it is hard to dig into and split up, and drains gradually. A large percentage of sand produces a rather dry, thin soil, which can be difficult because sandy soil appears to drain very easily and does not give plant roots strong structure. Loam soil is a particle size medium, which is usually the safest for planting. However, most gardeners are not endowed with ideal loam soil in their yards and must modify it to make the land habitable to plants. Over time, this is generally done and is better accomplished by incorporating organic matter to the soil.  
 
    Organic matter and soil microorganisms ultimately decide how the soil holds together. Organic material consists of anything that used to be awake: plants, animals, microorganisms that are all in numerous stages of decomposition. Millions of unknown microbes, alongside numerous species like insects and worms, function synergistically to disintegrate the soil’s organic matter, and then leads to soil composition, air and water transport, and nutrient recovery. Organic matter is essential to green, stable plants in the soil. The more organic matter in the ground, the more the bacteria are involved. The more the bacteria, the more nutrition they produce for crops, and the healthier the condition of the soil. The higher the soil composition, the simpler it is to travel across air and water and to grow plant roots. Organic matter increases the capability of the soil to receive, hold, and transfer water. It works like a sponge, is able to attract water and soak it up, converting it throughout the soil to other sponge-like particles of organic matter.  
 
   
 
  

 Nutrients in the Soil  
 
    Humans need good nutrients, and so do plants. Most landscapers are acquainted with plants needing major nutrients called macronutrients, which are: nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, since they are the basic nutrients in most commonly available fertilizers i.e. N-P-K. There are also other nutrients plants need to grow actively and to be successful in smaller quantities, recognized as micronutrients. Thanks to organic matter, many of these are generally present in the soil. Yet, some of those nutrients are likely to be exhausted after successive years of massive plants in the soil. Even though annual vegetables sprout so rapidly and take up much more amounts of nutrients, regions of the garden that are primarily planted with these can quickly become depleted. That is one reason why it is such a good idea to combine many flowering varieties. Various plants utilize nutrients at various speeds, and many even offer additional nutrients to the soil. When soil nutrients are out of balance, crazy things happen in the garden: leaves change color to brown, or other unusual colors; leaves are misshapen; plant species wilt when given plenty of water; plants seem to stop developing; and strawberries, tomatoes, and other berries are oddly shaped. This is mostly the product of nutritional deficits, but excess nutrients may also pose certain problems. Chances are that you can go a fair way to providing and sustaining a healthy climate for your plants by planting a broad range of herbs and ornamentals, perennials and annuals, and shrubs, and trees. You are guaranteed to provide a balanced, productive, bountiful, and magnificent ecosystem through frequent applications of manure, cover-cropping, mixed cropping, and the periodic addition of nutritionally boosting chemical manure.  
 
   


 
  



Chapter 8: 
Climate for Landscaping 
 
    Flowering plants and shrubs flower when the weather is comfortable; not too hot, nor too cold. It is important to understand how and when to coordinate the landscape of the house to ensure the success of the work, rather than lead to a brown leaf.  
 
    For many novice gardeners, choosing the right plant type and installation time can cause confusion. Your goal is to minimize the attractiveness of home. To make your efforts the most successful, it is important to know all the facts and details about your ground conditions and each plant, shrub or flower you plan to install.  
 
    Factors also include how much sunlight or shadow the plants on your landscape bed will receive, and will that sunlight be cast in the morning or afternoon? Or is your landscape family not basking in the sun at all? What kind of soil conditions are in your garden? What is the condition of your landscape pond during heavy rain? Too much sunlight, insufficient sunlight, too much water, insufficient water and poor soil conditions can cause the garden to collapse. Understanding all aspects of growing conditions will help you choose plants that can thrive with minimal effort.  
 
    Although many of us have mistakenly planted on the beautiful first day of spring, this is not necessarily the best time to start your own landscape project. At the beginning of the season, unexpected heat waves, heavy rain or sudden snowstorms can put pressure on newly installed plants, bushes and flowers.  
 
    While planting in the last part of spring or summer, you will need to pay more attention to your garden. Hot and humid summer days will put more stress on plants, shrubs and flowers, so regular watering and a little TLC are required.  
 
    Because it can cool down and reduce humidity in early autumn, this is the most convenient and comfortable gardening project of the year. Planting trees, shrubs, and perennials in the fall can establish their root system to be strong when spring comes. A more complex root system helps plants function better in summer than in spring.  
 
    Time is not the only factor that makes your landscape installation successful. Find out the plants to be installed, and the difference between the beautifully landscaped yard and the bed of dead plants. Most plants that die within a few months of planting will die from improper planting or insufficient watering. In the first year of planting, trees or shrubs rarely die of insects or diseases. Planting in the fall will help increase the chance of a successful installation and know the correct method of sowing and watering.  
 
    If you die during the spring sowing, make sure to do this when the expected morning temperature is not lower than 45 to 50 degrees. Frost is the main factor that kills flowers and seedlings prematurely. In our region, starting in mid-May is the best time to start your own landscape design project. If you are not sure whether planting is safe, please consult a local garden center expert who should be able to provide you with tips and tricks. When planting in spring, the most important consideration is to ensure good ground conditions. When digging soil on the ground, make sure that the soil is not frozen or wet by spring rain. Although early spring is not good for many types of plants, shrubs and inactive trees and some cold-worked vegetable seeds (such as peas, spinach, and onions) can be successfully placed on the ground. Early spring can also grow some very cold annual plants, such as violets, primroses and violins.  
 
    After the frost threat is over, you can plant or grow any kind of annual or perennial plants, vegetables, shrubs or trees. Remember, the heat wave in early summer will require more attention and care to make your plants survive. If they grow in the last days of spring or summer, thin plants that are not heat-resistant will suffer. If this is your plan, please contact a professional, they can help you guide the correct type of planting materials, so as to achieve good results.  
 
    Once it starts to fall, you can plant anything. Sowing in autumn is beneficial because favorable soil temperature and humid conditions will promote root growth, thereby maintaining plant growth during the first critical year on earth.  
 
    Shrubs and trees planted in autumn will establish a strong root system over time, probably around spring. Perennials will flourish and prepare to germinate. Autumn is also the best time to split and replant perennials throughout the year, although any perennials are not encouraged during the flowering process.  
 
    As the autumn holidays approach, it is time to plant annually cold plants, such as Diasica, Osteospermum, Nemesia, and Osaka, which is a flowering cabbage that seems to be installed on every landscape bed in October.  
 
    Plant hardiness is a measure of maximum and minimum temperatures within which a given plant will thrive.  The hardiness scale ranges from zone 1 (winter cold goes down to -60 degrees Fahrenheit/-51 degrees Celsius) to zone 13 (winter cold goes down to +65 degrees Fahrenheit/+18 degrees Celsius). It is a gauge of how likely a given plant is able to survive the coldest winter temperatures expected in a given area.  
 
    Some plants require a winter cold dormancy period, or have an upper maximum temperature that is best for them and will thus, have a maximum hardiness zone as well. Outside of its preferred zones, a plant will either outright die or perform in a seriously subpar manner. When looking at a plant's description, look for its zone specifications, for example ‘Zone 3-6.’  
 
    Within the United States, the USDA has created a color-coded map that graphs out the hardiness zones based on winter temperatures that can be expected across the country. For locations outside the United State, Google ‘hardiness zones’ and your country. You should be able to find a map for your area to guide you. 
 
    Treat the zones as a general guideline. If, for example, you live in the foothills of a zone 4 zip code, you may actually experience weather more comparable to a zone 3. If you know your immediate area is colder or warmer than most places around you, keep that in mind when you are looking at plants, and err on the side of caution whenever feasible.  
 
    Some areas are just too cold for a given plant to make it through the winter. You may choose to live dangerously and squeak by for a few years by planting something that maxes out at a zone, one step above your personal zone; i.e. growing a zone 6 plant in your zone 5 yard. You should know going in that you are taking a chance with that plant and if you have a really bad winter, you may lose it even if it has come through previous winters with flying colors.  
 
    If you are going to use a borderline survivable plant, try to put it in a warm microclimate within your garden to give it just that tiny bit of extra warmth, which may be all that is needed. A microclimate is a localized area that is a little warmer or a little cooler, a little wetter or a little dryer, a little sunnier or shadier than the rest of the surrounding space. For example, the sunny south side of a building will create a warmer microclimate than other spots in the garden. It will get the direct southern exposure of light and warmth, as well as additional heat from the light bouncing off the building and reflecting back into the immediate area. You could plant heat loving plants there that might not be as happy elsewhere in your garden. 
 
   


 
  



Chapter 9: 
10 Essentials Things to Consider When Planning a Landscape Design 
 
    What is Your House Style?  
 
    Rule of thumb: Your garden should match the style of the house. So, if you have a modern house, then you should create a garden with a modern look.   
 
    However, at the same time, if your heart is set on an English garden in all its glorious, rambunctious mess of flowers, then you can certainly find ways to design a garden that blends the best of the old and the new.   
 
   
 
  

 Measurement of Your Yard 
 
    Find a couple of sheets of graph paper for your design. Then measure out your house. The easiest way is to get a measuring wheel at the local hardware store. A good-quality wheel will cost more. However, when I worked as a horticulturist, I used a portable one with a tiny wheel and a number ticker on it. The handle telescoped down so you could stow it in the toolbox. I used this measuring wheel most of all, since I always had it handy in the city truck.  
 
    An open-reel measuring tape also works. Basically, anything that can measure a whole yard is what you need.   
 
    Here is a little trick: If you want to be really precise, go to Google Maps and type in your address. Once you have adjusted the map, switch over to ‘Satellite’ and zoom in until you see what your house and environment looks like from the air. Get as close as you can, take a screenshot, and print it out. Then you can go ahead and get measurements of your yard, your house, etc., and put them on here. Now you have measurements and an accurate map of your yard.   
 
    You can use this map when making a rough layout of your garden plan, so you can have a good idea of how what you want will fit in with the rest of the yard.  
 
    If you are not as computer-savvy, or if you think Google is an evil corporation which has broken every law of privacy in the world (they have), then you can measure everything in the old-fashioned way.  
 
    Start with a plain sheet of paper, jotting down measurements as you go. Start with the house, the garage, outbuildings, driveway, sidewalks, decks, the placement of trees and shrubs on the property, the patio, etc.  
 
    Now, keep in mind that you should measure the whole yard, ONLY if you are undertaking a large project. If you are fixing to just plant a small bed along the side of the house, do not worry about the rest of the yard. There is no use in driving yourself to distraction when you do not need it!  
 
    While you are walking around measuring everything, take note of the conditions in the place where you want to plant. How does the sun look here? Are you getting any shade where you are? Sometimes one assumes certain ideas about an area of the yard until you go out there and actually spend some time there.  
 
    If you do not want to plant next to the house, consider a border along a fence or your sidewalk. Another possibility is an island bed in the middle of your lawn, perhaps tied to one of your trees.  
 
    Also, consider the backdrop of your flower bed. If you have a nice wall to place it against, or a picket fence, consider putting it there to give some visual contrast to your flowers, and also to give the design an anchor. A row of evergreens or a tidy hedge is also nice.   
 
    If you go with an island bed, you can have a tree in the center, or on one side, or the other, in order to provide height, color, and an anchor in the visual composition of the design.   
 
    If you are planting next to a wall, building, or fence, put some space between the plants and the structure. First, this allows air to circulate behind the plants and helps to keep plant diseases like powdery mildew, blackspot, or other fungal diseases down. Also, a space behind the border allows you to squeeze back there and clean up the plants and keep up with maintenance, which is also important to plant health, and of course to the overall look of the plant border. A two-foot space is ideal so you do not get tangled up in your own plants.  
 
   
 
  

 Width of the Border 
 
    Getting in and around the border in order to take care of the plants in it is important. If you make the border too wide or large, it is going to be tougher to maintain. Generally, a border that is two to three feet wide works just fine. If you are a dedicated gardener, the old-fashioned English perennial borders were about six to eight feet wide, which allowed you to put in plants of all heights and sizes, with big plants at the back and smaller plants in the front, and you could fit in huge drifts of flowers, which allowed for nearly continuous bloom.   
 
      
 
    Now some folks get really excited about gardening and eventually end up with a yard full of garden, with little paths winding here and there and all kinds of cool flowers, shrubs, and trees. Do not be discouraged if you cannot attain this level of a garden side. Whatever you can maintain comfortably, is best.   
 
   
 
  

 Know Your Garden Environment 
 
    The flip side of knowing the plant's needs is knowing what you can provide for the plant. Is the spot you have in mind full shade and the plant tag says sun to part sun?  What about the water requirements of the surrounding plants? You cannot put a bog plant in the middle of a bunch of succulents. Do you have to worry about power lines overhead interfering with a tree's mature height? Will the plant die the first winter or summer because it is not a plant that lives in an area as cold or as hot as your garden gets? Familiarity with the particular qualities your garden offers will help you choose the perfect plants that will be the happiest in your space. 
 
   


 
  

 Place Your Plants the Correct Distance Apart 
 
    It can be really difficult to plant a small plant amidst an ocean of bare dirt even when you know that eventually the plant will entirely consume that space. I always have to chuckle when I see a tiny blue spruce in a gallon pot. Blue spruce are enormous when mature. It is difficult to imagine the space it will need when you have a tiny 12” tree in front of you!  
 
    Planting your plants too close together will, in a few years, result in a crowded, unhealthy garden. You will end up having to constantly prune your plants or dig them out, and dispose of or move them. Crowded plants do not get enough sunlight, water, or air circulation, which can weaken them and leave them open to pest and/or fungal problems.  
 
    Read those plant tags or websites to get a good idea of how big the mature version will be. At the planting time I take my measuring tape out and center the plant in the area I have allotted it. Be sure to account for the spread of all the surrounding plants as well. If all that bare dirt bothers you, put in some temporary plants to help fill the space until the main plant starts to fulfill its mature size. 
 
    Correct spacing is a critical consideration in regards to trees and nearby structures. Planting that tiny 12” blue spruce two feet (even ten or more feet, depending on the species) from the foundation of your house is just asking for future damage. As the tree grows the roots are going to push up against that barrier and create stress points that may eventually crack and give way. Above the ground, those pretty branches are going to eventually be scraping along the side of your house making painting next to impossible, and creating a fire hazard. 
 
   
 
  

 Group Plants with Similar Water Needs Together 
 
    As you place your plants in the garden, give some thought to the flower bed, as a whole. Plants with similar needs can all be harmoniously watered together. Think of the separate plant groupings as different zones that need to be treated in their own, unique manner. You will need to consider the surroundings of the flower beds as well. If a cactus bed is sitting in the middle of the lawn you could easily have a problem. Without careful control of your watering, either the cactus will be overwatered and the grass will be happy, or you will have a beautiful cactus bed surrounded by brown, dead grass. 
 
   
 
  

 Consider Infrastructure 
 
    When you are thinking about where to locate a new addition to your garden, think not only about what is above the ground, but also consider what is below the ground. There is the possibility of any number of hidden underground hazards, such as sewer pipes, septic systems, irrigation pipes, water pipes and electrical, internet or phone conduits; all of which should be avoided when you position a new feature.  
 
    I heard of someone who had placed a giant rock as part of their landscaping. They had situated it smack dab on top of the pipe running from their house to their septic tank. Everything was fine until one day it was not as the underground pipe gave way, crushed by the weight of the rock on the surface. A little forethought about infrastructure considerations can save you a whole lot of expense and worry in the long run. 
 
   
 
  

 Utilities 
 
    Within the United States, when you are ready to dig in a new area you should call 811 a few days ahead of your scheduled digging. Any local utilities that may have buried hazards on your property will come out, free of charge, to locate and mark them. When I called, they spray painted on the street at the front of my driveway. A friend told me that she takes photographs of the painted lines for future reference.  
 
    If you dig without calling, you run the risk of potentially cutting into a wire or line that can be, both dangerous to you, and expensive to fix. Outside the U.S., do an internet search on who to call in your country before digging. You only need to call once as then you will know where any hidden perils are located and can avoid them in all future digging adventures. 
 
   
 
  

 Site Specific Hazards 
 
    In addition to potential hazards from utilities you need to be cognizant of hazards that are specific only to your property, such as power and telephone wires, sewer lines, water supply lines, irrigation pipes, septic tanks and drain fields. The roots of large trees can play havoc with an underground maze of pipes and wires. A septic drain field presents a bonanza of moisture and nutrients to a questing tree root. A tree's roots all mixed up with your drain field is a recipe for having to dig a new drain field. It is not an inexpensive venture, to say the least.  
 
   
 
  

  Materials  
 
    First and foremost, materials should be of one or two different textures to prevent the garden from looking too busy. They should blend in terms of color, texture and dimensions. Aside from that, they should relate to the style and finish of the house. Either you could build walls, patios,  paths, and raised beds using same brick throughout, or a combination of bricks and stones, or make all the vertical structures, such as fences and screens from the same wood or in one particular style, perhaps rustic.   
 
   


 
  



Chapter 10: 
Types of Paving Stones for Landscaping 
 
    Which materials should you choose for your various patios, walkways, and other paved surfaces (like storage areas, or a play court for the kids)? 
 
    The answer could be as simple as just choosing what you personally happen to like the most. The cost of installation could be important too. 
 
    There is also the consideration of following a particular theme, if that is a factor in your design. For instance, if you are going for a Spanish or Mediterranean theme, you could consider using large red or natural colored tile for the flooring. Brick is a traditional material used in Colonial-style homes. Flagstone which is set in random shapes can go with many different themes, as long as they are not too formal. 
 
    The flagstone and brick combination, both are set on a reinforced concrete base for strength. 
 
    Concrete can be given a variety of textures and color blends. One of these concrete finishes is a stone-like texture with earth-tone colors. This particular finish also goes well with boulders and flagstone, and we use it a lot when going for a casual or natural feel. 
 
    [image: Flagstone and brick combination. Both are set on a reinforced concrete base for strength.] 
 
    If you want to design in such a way that the cost factor is kept from getting out of hand, there are a few things you may want to consider when selecting your flooring materials. 
 
    If you plan on hiring someone else to install the flooring, most tile, brick and stone surfaces tend to cost more than something like concrete; since concrete finish work goes much faster than laying each stone, brick, etc. by hand; so the labor is almost certainly much cheaper. Concrete usually involves just a single finishing step. 
 
    Also, paving elements like brick and stone often get installed over concrete to add strength, so you have the cost of the concrete, plus the cost of the stone or brick work on both the material, and labor side of things. 
 
    Manufactured brick, made to look used, was employed for the stairs to bridge the upper and lower patio areas, which are both concrete. 
 
    [image: Manufactured brick, made to look used, was employed for the stairs to bridge the upper and lower patio areas, which are both concrete.] 
 
    On the other hand, if you plan to do all the labor yourself; and you like brick, stone or tile; and you want a permanent installation over concrete, you can avoid the largest cost of these items which is the time-consuming installation. Also, since each brick or slab of stone is laid down one piece at a time, you can proceed at whichever speed works for you. The concrete base just has to be strong and flat and have the right drainage slope, but it does not have to look good. If you are not in a big hurry, this could be a perfect solution. A professional looking brick or stone patio floor usually adds more value per square foot. 
 
    There are applications where brick and stone pieces are laid on a sand base, or even simply set in the soil; but over the long haul this type of installation does not really hold up well, unless it is done with very high attention to detail. It could work for features like a small patio in a garden setting, rather than the main patio area; some place that will not get a lot of traffic. 
 
    [image: Rustic garden seating area with pieces of flagstone set in soil used for the flooring. This is a low-traffic area.] 
 
    A rustic garden seating area with pieces of flagstone set in soil, can be used for the flooring. This is a low-traffic area. 
 
    If you decide to go with a concrete slab, the question of tree roots and heavy clay soil that tend to move a lot when it gets wet, may come into play on this. With concrete that is installed over a properly-compacted sand base, at least two or three inches deep (to help prevent stress when the soil underneath moves), and with steel bar and even the new micro-fiber reinforcing techniques, you are essentially betting that the concrete will be stronger than any of these forces. And if it is done right, you will probably win that bet. 
 
    You may also want to consider root intrusion from nearby trees in the interest of protecting the integrity of your patio. In this regard, there is a professional trick which is called a root-barrier that can be employed. The plastic barrier forces the roots to go down into the soil two feet or so, before spreading out. This product is used a lot now by city workers when they plant trees next to sidewalks, and it can be used for trees near the house foundation as well. It even works to reduce roots from surfacing on the lawn over time. 
 
    Another factor in containing cracks on concrete slabs is joints which are cut in the concrete while it is still wet. These are the lines, every 6 feet, or so, that you have probably noticed in sidewalks. These will purposely weaken the concrete where the joints are cut so that if cracks do develop, they are in the joints and are not noticeable. 
 
    If you want a lot of curves in your paving, concrete is certainly the easiest material to work with compared with pavers, stone and brick; since with concrete, you will not need to custom-cut a lot of individual pieces. 
 
    Concrete can be done in quite a number of finishes and adding color to it is not a very big expense. Color can be added into the concrete mix or added on top after it has been poured on the ground. For a natural stone feel using a textured finish, we normally use both methods together to get a natural blend of tones. 
 
    [image: Texture-stamped concrete trimmed with used brick.] 
 
    Texture-stamped concrete trimmed with used brick. 
 
    Other finishes for concrete include exposing just a little of the surface to give it a sandy feel, or exposing more of the surface to show some of the gravel (this last one is hard to walk on barefooted). Rock salt can be used to purposely pit the surface (the salt is washed away after the concrete is dry). Flat concrete can be given a very light broom finish to help prevent slipping when it is gets wet. 
 
    A clear coat sealer can be used to enhance the color after the concrete is dry, particularly on stone-like textured surfaces. This also keeps water from penetrating the concrete. There is one important note on floor-sealers used outdoors, which has to do with safety rather than appearance. Some of the sealers can create a surface that gets very slippery when it is gets wet, literally just like ice. This is especially true with oil based sealers. A gripper substance, in powder form, can be purchased and added to the sealer before it is applied to prevent this from happening. 
 
    Pre-cast concrete paving stones (commonly called pavers) are another possibility and are intended to be set on compacted sand rather than concrete. They are often advertised as a way to avoid cracks. If installed right, with an adequately thick sand base underneath and proper compaction; and if the edges are locked in properly with the edge pavers set in concrete, this can be a viable alternative. The overall cost of this type of installation is usually comparable to the cost of colored and texture-stamped concrete; possibly a little more if you choose an exotic blend of pavers. One advantage to using pavers is that certain types can be a fair imitation to that cobblestone look that you see in Europe, without the big investment to install actual cobblestones. It is also true that they do not develop cracks like large slabs of concrete can over time, and if one is broken, it can be easily replaced. 
 
    Gray pavers were used in conjunction with the existing brick to expand the usable patio space in this backyard. 
 
    [image: Gray pavers were used in conjunction with the existing brick to expand the usable patio space in this backyard.] 
 
    From a maintenance standpoint, a comparison could be made between a poured concrete surface and the pre-cast concrete pavers that are set in sand. The pavers tend to have a rougher surface, so can be tougher to sweep clean. Also, when washing them, sometimes a bit of the sand that is swept between them during installation (used to lock them tightly together) can be dislodged and end up on the patio. Other than these minor nuisances, if the installation job is done correctly, the pavers do hold up well. On the plus side for pavers, if you like the advantage of that stone-look without the bigger price tag, and you do not want any potential of cracks, then pavers are certainly worth considering. If you do not want to pour any concrete at all, then pavers are definitely a better choice than putting large random stone pieces in dirt or sand, as these will almost certainly lift and move over time, creating a tripping hazard. 
 
    A few other low cost surfaces that can be considered for some applications are things such as gravel or decomposed granite for seldom-used garden patios or walkways. If you want to use gravel, you may want to consider putting a weed-barrier fabric under it to cut down on weeds popping up. Also, there is one special word of caution on using gravel when there is a lawn area nearby; if pieces of gravel get into the grass, a lawn mower can throw them quite far. If kids are around, this increases both the risk of gravel being tossed in the lawn in the first place (they have been known to do this) and also, the danger of the kids being in the yard when the lawn is being mowed. I only mention it as there have been reports of injury from flying gravel, and it is a factor that might not be obvious at first glance; it is just something to consider from a standpoint of safety, if gravel or pebbles are on your radar. 
 
    Asphalt, or black-top, is not generally considered a landscape material for most regular family homes, but it could be used for a large driveway since it typically costs a lot less than concrete, and perhaps even for a play surface or storage area. It can be a little tacky when the weather is very hot and the top surface does wear out over time. The reason you see asphalt in so many parking lots is that it is less expensive to install it in a large area than concrete. 
 
    We often encounter a situation where there is a lot of existing patio area; the design layout of the patios or walkways are fine, or at least acceptable, but the surface is plain gray concrete; possibly with some cracks or pitting, and it is dragging down the whole look of the place. Perhaps the client would rather spend the landscape budget on things like new plants and an outdoor kitchen, rather than the demolition and replacement of all the existing concrete. 
 
    [image: Flagstone was added to this existing concrete driveway by cutting parts of the concrete out in a curved design. The remaining concrete was left in place and stained with a blend of earth-tone colors.] 
 
    Flagstone was added to this existing concrete driveway by cutting parts of the concrete out in a curved design. The remaining concrete was left in place and stained with a blend of earth-tone colors. 
 
    There is a large variety of material available for paving surfaces. The cost can vary a lot and a trip to a building supply yard might be worth your time to see what is available in your area and what the price ranges are. Generally, building material costs more if it has to be shipped a long way, or if it involves a lot of hand labor to mine, cut, etc. Hand-cut slate usually costs a lot more money than tile, which is manufactured. Brick shipped in from another state might cost the double of what a local brick would cost. Quite in addition to looking at costs though, spending an hour or two strolling around a building supply yard could spark a fresh idea that may not have occurred to you before. 
 
   


 
  



Chapter 11: 
Rock Gardens for Landscaping 
 
    A rocky garden is a garden that reflects nature with an unleveled rough surface, with the presence of a rock element in the same form as it is found in nature in its irregular shape, in terms of size, distribution and growth of plants in the form of groups.  
 
    The element of rocks prevail over the rest of the design elements in this type of garden. The rock garden is an area of land, whether flat or uneven (by adding soil to it) to grow some plants that do not need continuous follow-up with the presence of rocks, which is the basis of their design.  
 
   
 
  

 The Purposes of Establishing the Rock Garden:  
 
    
    	 In addition to the aesthetic purpose of designing the rocky garden, it is also for the purpose of obtaining diversity in the accepted forms of gardens, and thus, adding an element of suspense so that they discover new elements in relation to the traditional garden elements.  
 
    	 These gardens are also resorted to when there is no good knowledge of the origins of agriculture and how to take care of the gardens.  
 
    	 Among the other reasons behind establishing a rock garden rather than other various types of gardens is the lack of having a natural environment for agriculture; high temperatures, lack of irrigation water resources, and unevenness of the earth's surface make it difficult to sustain natural gardens.  
 
   
 
    It is worth noting that the rocky garden plants are of a nature that makes them endure the harsh environment conditions, and despite that, these plants have attractive and different shapes and colors at the same time.  
 
   
 
  

 Rock Garden Specifications:  
 
    
    	 One or two types of rocks are used in one garden until they have credibility in their simulations of nature, where the rocks of one region are available in two types, at most (such as granite rocks with marble rocks).  
 
    	 Coordination of rocks should be in an orderly way, not a random one because nature has large rocks at the top and then smaller ones at the bottom. The modern wide part is partially buried in the ground, and the old part is visible due to exposure to erosion in addition to the broken parts that are buried.  
 
    	 The place of the garden should be exposed to the sun throughout the day.  
 
    	 The roof on which the rock garden is chosen should be an uneven surface, preferably with a gradient slope.  
 
    	 The garden soil must be sandy with good drainage.  
 
    	 A third of the rocks are buried in the soil and not placed directly on the soil surface.  
 
    	 The placement of rocks, of which the broad ones are horizontal, are not distressed or tilted and are in contact with the soil.  
 
    	 A water element can be used, such as a fountain or a small waterfall from which water flows between rocks.  
 
    	 Place a layer of grit or break the stone with a thickness of 10-15 cm before laying the soil layer for drainage.  
 
    	                      Define the garden area with an industrial or natural fence (with a structural or vegetable fence).  
 
    	                      Types of plants used in the rock garden, some of which are of the following types:  
 
   
 
    
    	 Herbs: lavender, thyme, selafia, mint  
 
    	 Flowering plants: violet, narcissus, tulip  
 
    	 Trees and shrubs: pine, garonia, etc.  
 
   
 
    
    	                      Arranging flowers:  
 
   
 
    
    	 Depending on the flowering season, the plants that bloom in the spring are planted next to the ones that bloom in the summer, then the ones that bloom in the fall, so that the garden is blooming throughout the year.  
 
    	 Depending on the color of the flowers, the contrast system is used to arrange the colors, or the flowers that are not related to the color are placed next to each other, as white is next to blue or pink, and green is next to red or orange.  
 
   
 
   
 
  

 Types of Rock Gardens 
 
    There are four types of rock gardens:  
 
    
    	 The mountain or the rock garden that is established on slopes:  
 
   
 
    The sloping garden is the one that takes a sloping shape, and this slope in the ground is either available naturally, or an artificial slope is made by placing the appropriate soil to do this. Gradient with removal of a layer of soil in all areas with a depth of not less than 30 cm.  
 
    It is possible to make lanes or steps to connect between different levels of this garden.  
 
    Plants are planted on the evergreen top of trees, and then the herbaceous plants in a group form.  
 
    
    	 Wall Garden:  
 
   
 
    The rock wall garden is built on the wall of the walls by lining the natural stones on one row, leaving spaces between them, then the soil and plants are placed without pressure on them, and then the next row is pressed over it and so on.  
 
    It is possible to stack all layers of stones first, and upon completion, the plants are planted in the final stage. Cement materials are not used to compact stones, but their adhesion depends on their weight. The choice should be made for specific herbal plants.  
 
    
    	 Botanical Garden:  
 
   
 
    This garden can be implemented in one of the corners of the house, provided that the choice is located on a sunny area, but in this case the ponds are built with the following specifications:  
 
    
    	 The height of the basin is not less than 60 cm in a location close to the places of sitting.  
 
   
 
    The materials used in building the walls of the house is the same as those used in building the basin.  
 
    The width of the basin should not be more than 1 meter or less.  
 
    Make holes in the bottom of the basin to drain the excess water from the plants.  
 
    For a good drainage, place a 10-15 cm depth.  
 
    
    	 Choose 3-4 different sized stones of one type, and at least one third of the stone should be buried in the soil.  
 
    	 Long plants are grown in size, then shorter and shorter, whereas the sagging ones are at the edge of the basin.  
 
    	 Some small or oversized rocks are placed on the surface of the soil, or in any corner of the basin to cover the areas in it.  
 
   
 
    
    	 Garden of Ponds:  
 
   
 
    The advantage of this mini garden is that it can be moved from one place to another as desired, due to its appropriate size that can be carried by the person. It has two methods of cultivation:  
 
    
    	 The first method:  
 
   
 
    Use a large-sized limestone that is placed over the surface of the soil, then make a cavity in this stone with a depth of at least 25-30 cm. The cavity is filled with agricultural soil, and then cultivate one or two species, at most, in this cavity.  
 
    
    	 The second method:  
 
   
 
    Use a large plate or basin with holes in its bottom to drain the water in excess of the plant's need. The sides of the basin are covered with a paste of cement, sand and pitmos in the ratio, 1: 1: 2. Then the basin is filled with prepared soil.  
 
    3-4 large irregular stones are chosen to be planted in the sink, and a third of them are buried; and grit can be added to cover the surface. This pond is suitable for planting some conical shrubs and herbaceous plants. The basin is also placed above the soil surface. 
 
   


 
  



Chapter 12: 
Reasons for Landscaping with Trees 
 
    Trees are the giants of the plant world. They tower over all the other plant types, literally. Trees as a group, tend to be very long lived, with regal examples lasting for centuries. Trees have a main trunk with many branches that grow out from it forming a canopy atop the trunk. Some familiar examples of trees are oak, pine, and maple. 
 
    The growth rates of trees can vary drastically in species. Fast growing types, such as poplars, can shoot up to great heights in just a few years. In general, fast growing trees tend to have overall shorter lifespans than trees that take their time. Slower growing specimens, such as redwood trees, may take fifty to a hundred years to reach their mature height and then live for several centuries.  
 
   
 
  

 Flowers, Trees, and other Plants  
 
    One of the best ways to create your own personal paradise is to create a garden of ‘Eden’ in your backyard. You can do this by creating gardens, planting your favorite types of trees, especially fruit trees, and by planting other plants. When it comes to creating a spectacular garden, there are many types of gardens to choose from. Many of them are simple and inexpensive to create. A rock garden is one of the easiest gardens to create and all you need are plenty of rocks, plenty of your favorite flowers, a little time, and some imagination.  
 
   
 
  

 Tree Considerations 
 
    Trees in particular can present challenges regarding infrastructure. Given their large size and longevity, they can have a considerable impact on infrastructure. Trees vary widely in their habits and a little research before any purchase can save you many future headaches and dollars.  
 
    Our property came with a poplar tree windbreak. The trees were tall and threw lots of lovely shade over our house in the summer. On the negative side they were very shallow rooted trees and began to damage the cement flooring of our garage near them. At a considerable cost we had the poplars removed. We replaced them with trees that are garage friendly, provide a great windbreak, and lots of shade. 
 
    Think about the mature height and spread of a tree before planting. Will it interfere with above ground wiring?  Power companies have tree service divisions that will prune your trees, regardless of your desires, to protect the power lines and maintain public safety. I have seen numerous trees that have been disfigured to protect power lines. I have also experienced a fire caused by a tree limb coming down in a high wind taking the power lines down with it. 
 
   
 
  

 Go Easy on the Deciduous Trees 
 
    Goodness knows that there are oodles of beautiful deciduous trees out there in all shapes, sizes and colors. When you are looking for trees through a low-maintenance lens, you will want to pick only the best, and most useful ones.  
 
    If you select the right tree, you should be able to get away with not having to prune it. There is, however, the inescapable fact that deciduous trees drop their leaves in the fall. They create, at best, a messy looking garden where the leaves will blow into the neighbor's yard (which will not make you too popular with the neighbors) and, at worst, a huge span of fallen, wet, sticky leaves that need to be raked up and disposed of in large bags on your curb for trash pickup. 
 
    Deciduous trees can serve an extremely useful purpose of shading your house in the summer and, unlike an evergreen, allowing the sun to bathe your windows in the winter. Maybe you love sitting in your chair under the leaf canopy all summer. Maybe you hate the drippy sap that the tree spits into your hair seemingly, every time you walk underneath it. Only you can decide if the trade-off of dealing with the fallen leaves and any other quirks are worth the extra time required. 
 
   


 
  



Chapter 13: 
Garden Perennials for 
Landscape Planting 
 
    Shrubs and trees are perennials, but within the context of this book when I mention perennials, I am referring to soft bodied, as opposed to ‘twiggy’ plants, living more than two years as their natural lifespan. The bulk of perennials can bloom the first year although, depending on the species, some may take a year or two before they are mature enough to bloom. Examples of perennials include daylilies, hostas, coreopsis, and bleeding hearts. 
 
    A tender perennial is a plant that has the potential to survive more than two years, but due to the winter's coldness where it is planted, it will die at the end of the season unless given special treatment. The term ‘tender perennial’ is a location dependent term, as applied to a particular plant. A tropical hibiscus would be a true perennial in a warm, tropical environment but not in my neck of the woods. It would die over the winter if I planted it out in my yard. If you choose to plant tender perennials, either view them as annuals, or grow them in pots (or transplant into pots in the fall) that can be moved to a protected area so that they may survive the winter weather. 
 
    Perennials are plants that die back in fall or winter, and return each year in spring or summer. They play an important role in providing interesting foliage, lasting color and seasonal interest to the landscape. When designing, I look to use a combination of perennials that are colorful, hardy and long blooming.  
 
    The Gaillardia Goblin, or Blanket Flower produces vibrant red to yellow bi-color blooms on 12” stems from June to August. It prefers a full sun and a well-drained soil, and is considered drought tolerant once it is established. I have found that Gaillardia almost thrives on neglect. It will give you years of colorful, vibrant and long-lasting blooms and will prove to be an eye catcher in your perennial border. 
 
    Liriope muscari ‘Variegata’ displays beautiful yellow-margined grass-like foliage with small purple blooms in August to September, followed by round, dark purple berries in fall. Liriope grows in USDA zones 4-10, thrives in both sun and shade, and will last for years in your garden. It will also fit into just about any type of garden design whether a woodland garden, perennial border, shade garden or foundation planting, and is virtually maintenance free. 
 
    The Heuchera, commonly known as Coral Bells, is a great perennial for shade. Known for its colorful and interesting foliage, there are many varieties of Heuchera to choose from. Over the years, I have found the ‘Palace Purple’ variety to be hardier over some of the others. Beautiful burgundy foliage is followed by delicate white blooms that resemble a baby's breath, appearing in August and throughout October. Another favorite is Heuchera ‘Caramel,’ which exhibits beautiful golden-caramel foliage (as the name implies) and remains semi-evergreen in winter. This variety can take more sun with proper irrigation, and it has proven itself in the garden. It has become a new favorite of mine for designing. 
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    Liriope ‘Variegata’ 
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    Heuchera ‘Palace Purple’ 
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    Heuchera ‘Caramel’ 
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    Coreopsis ‘Zagreb’ 
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    Salvia ‘May Night’ 
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    Astilbe ‘Visions’ 
 
  
 
   
 
   
      
 
   
  
 

 Style  
 
    [image: 00112.jpeg] 
 
    [image: 00113.jpeg] 
 
    Two primary styles are available for landscaping your yard. The formal and informal styles are as different as night and day.   
 
    The informal style follows the natural flow of the property. Some yards may have straight, squared-off boundaries, but many will curve, ebb, and flow. The informal style follows those curves, creating soft edges of rounded beds with paths that meander throughout the plantings. There is little symmetry, but there is balance between plant placement and physical features in the garden.   
 
    The formal style is the complete opposite. It is very strict, with sharp right angles, tightly controlled hedges, straight paths, and symmetrical, geometric patterns. There is a place for everything and everything is in its place. Property lines are straight, with a house centered squarely on the property, and symmetry ruling both, the garden and the yard. A good example of this style would be the formal English garden. 
 
   
  
 

 Display  
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    Your garden planning should allow your display to complement your house. If you have a country bungalow, a large formal garden would look out of character. It would feel much more comfortable with natural beds and softly defined borders. On the other hand, a modern angular home may look better with the formal style and border beds around the yard. 
 
   
  
 

 Landscaping With Roses 
 
    There are so many blossoming shrubs and flowers to choose from to put in your garden. Once you have chosen your style, it narrows the field down a bit for you. It is always a good option to balance greens and color no matter what design you plan to use.   
 
    Roses are a very elegant touch. With so many varieties to choose from, it can be a daunting task. There are climbing roses, English roses, tea roses, floribunda roses and ground cover roses, just to name a few. Keep your design in mind and it will make choosing them easier. Roses do require a lot of attention and care through their life cycle, but the rewards you reap with beautiful roses is worth the price of some tender, love and care.  
 
    [image: Rose Planting in Garden, Pots & Containers | Kalliergeia] 
 
    If you are interested in attracting butterflies to your yard, a good choice in flower is the passion flower. It is a climbing vine that can grow 15-50 feet long, and will be a haven for butterflies. They require some care in the beginning, guiding the delicate tendrils to where you want them to grow and supporting the plant along the way. They have funky colorful blossoms that will for sure spark conversation when entertaining people outdoors in your yard.  
 
    Roses being hard to grow is a thing of the past. Modern roses have been bred to resist disease and pests, making them very tacky plants. Seriously, I have seen a rose survive in an overturned pot, on the South side of a house in the heat of summer, and getting nothing but occasional rainwater. 
 
    Give these roses well-draining, fertile soil and they will not betray you. An occasional treatment may be necessary for aphids, Japanese beetle, or black spot, but those are the only troubles I have had so far. Fertilize every spring and watch the blooms. 
 
    Spring-planted roses will bloom the same year. They are the perfect ornaments if you want immediate color. Varieties come in several sizes and types. There are groundcover, dwarf, large shrub, and climbing roses. Most modern roses do not have strong scents compared to their heirloom counterparts, but many consider that tradeoff worth the ability to grow them effortlessly. Pruning is the hardest work when it comes to roses, but a thorn less variety will make even that an easy task. 
 
    If you grow your roses organically, they also make a great edible flower with a somewhat tart, floral flavor.   
 
    [image: Close-Up Photo of a Passion Flower] 
 
    To add scent to your landscape, perhaps gardenia or Cape jasmine would be ideal for you. Gardenias are heat loving flowers, so they do well in warm climates. They require at least an inch of water per week, so be mindful if you live in an arid climate. They grow from 2 to 8 feet wide, so they need a fair amount of space. The smell is gorgeous and will haunt your home through the blossoming cycle.  
 
    Lavender is always a good option also, as it is a very hardy plant.  Lavender does not need much space in which to flourish, and grows to a small stature of about 2 feet high, and come back every year (perennial). It is popular for teas, dried herbs, and many other uses in the kitchen, or for medicinal purposes.  
 
    Flowers are such a beautiful addition to any landscape, and some require more care than others so it is important to know what you are getting into before planting just for beauty’s sake. Match the flowers that work best with your garden style and how much time you want to spend tending to them. 
 
   
  
 

 Preparing the Soil For Planting 
 
    To have a good garden and a soil that is healthy and well-drained, a high content of organic material must be given. The garden's success is all in field planning.  
 
    Checking soil pH  
 
    It is critical that soil has the correct pH balance. Getting the soil analyzed every three years is recommended. There are pH kits available that let you check the soil yourself, or the local agricultural school or soil survey office can do the soil analysis for you. A report will be returned to the applicant for soil and will contain guidelines for elevating or lowering the soil pH if the pH is not within the acceptable amount.  
 
    The soil’s pH may be increased by adding lime to the soil, and the pH may be lowered by adding Sulphur or peat moss to the soil. For some planting types, the report may mention the optimum pH of the soil. When that does not happen, the pH value can be quickly looked up. While applying lime to the soil, a general rule of thumb is to use 4 pounds of product per 100 square feet of soil for each point where the pH is below 6.5, and use 1 pound of Sulphur per 100 square feet of soil for each point above 7.5. 
 
    Preparing the Ground  
 
    Replace the grass cover from the garden area with a grub hoe, and use the clods to patch or throw other pieces of the lawn into the compost pile, if you have one. Upon cutting the grass, loosen the soil to approximately 15 inches deep. Soil loosening may be achieved with hand tools such as a spade or pitchfork, depending on the size of the garden. If you have a big garden, you can consider renting a motorized rototiller to do the job.  
 
    Add in compost content after the soil has been loosened, to add nutrients to the soil. When there are, at least, a few days or more, before the garden is planted, cover the garden soil with a mulch layer, around 2 to 3 inches thick. The mulch prevents the weeds from being created and prevents the soil moist. The mulch would also protect the soil from disease and keep soil temperature relatively stable. 
 
    Mulch Versions  
 
    The type of mulch to use can be wood chips, shredded wood bark, pine needles, straw, or hay. Mulching leaves with a mulching mower or mulching vac are likewise, ideal types of mulch. All of these items can be purchased in the local home improvement store's lawn and garden department, a plant and landscaping shop and even from your own backyard. Growing planting season should be replaced with mulch. In the spring, it can be raked out until the soil is prepared for the planting season to come. If the mulch is a compostable material like shredded leaves, straw or hay, in fall, it can be turned back into the soil. 
 
   


  
 



Chapter 14: 
Gardening Process 
 
    It is cheaper if you do it yourself, though you might hire a professional due to time constraints.  
 
    Phasing the Work 
 
    Approaches 
 
    
    	 If it is a large garden, identify a particular area and complete it in all respects, from paving through, to planting. The rest of the garden could be put down to grass, used for vegetables or kept bare. 
 
    	 Divide the work according to different elements or types of construction, and complete several each year. For example in one year you might build the patio and path, while the next year you might build an arch or a water feature.  
 
   
 
    Gardening Preparation and Timing 
 
    
    	 Avoid using wet concrete or a mortar when temperature is at, or near freezing point.  
 
    	 Whenever possible, try not to work during the depths of winter as it is difficult or almost impossible to work on solid frozen ground.  
 
    	 Soil preparation is essential. Soil forms the backbone of the garden and gives plants the very best chance to survive in a healthy environment instead of watching them die a slow death. Proper soil preparation of the soil base in your landscape can make the difference between the success of your plants and complete failure. By analyzing the existing soil quality, you may add soil conditioners. Amendment depends on soil structure, soil acidity or alkalinity and the choice of plants to be grown.  
 
    	 Eliminate weeds before planting.  
 
    	 Heavy soils benefit from being roughly dug in autumn, and left to weather in winter frost and ice.  
 
    	 Plant between autumn and spring, since most plants are dormant, thus less weeds. However contained grown plants can be planted all year round.  
 
   
 
    Leveling Uneven ground 
 
    This mostly involves the topography of the land, for instance, for a steep slope you may add a terrace or add interest to your landscape by making a raised bed.  
 
    Draining the ground 
 
    
    	 On very heavy clay soils, digging in large amounts of coarse grit helps drainage. 
 
    	 For the surface drainage problem, slope the soil to produce a slight fall, allowing the water to run away in drains or ditches. 
 
    	 Grow crops in raised beds or ridges to keep roots drier. Water can be channeled away in the bottom of the ridge.  
 
    	 Install a system of chain pipes if the water table is too close to the surface and slope. 
 
    	 Slope trenches gently to the lowest point in the garden. 
 
    	 If there is no natural outlet such as a ditch or a stream, construct a French drain (grave-filled). 
 
   
 
    Mulching 
 
    It is very important since covering it with mulch prevents the loss of moisture by water evaporation from the soil surface into the atmosphere. It also improves soil compost, for instance if leaf mold is used as the mulch. As much as it improves surface drainage, it also suppresses weeds that compete with your garden plants for water.  
 
    Always apply mulch to damp soil; otherwise you might reduce the amount of rain reaching the soil, e.g. you can add it after spring, after the ground has warmed up.  
 
    There are two types of mulch, namely: 
 
    
    	 Organic: Wood chippings, farmyard manure, coarse back and leaf mold. 
 
    	 Inorganic: Grit, pebbles, black plastic. 
 
   
 
   


  
 



Chapter 15: 
Garden Landscaping Ideas  
 
    It is important to nail down a style you want to carry through your yard. No matter what type of home you have, you can pretty much do anything you want in your yard. However, if you chose a lovely old Victorian as you homestead, I would venture to guess you love that style, so perhaps an English garden would be ideal for you. It is all a matter of taste and preferences. We are going to discuss four different styles, though there are many more for you to research.  
 
    Creating a landscape to look like the Old West is very simple, and can be lots of fun! The south-west style can range from western looks to the Native American feel. Choosing earthy colors such as Navajo red and earthy greens, or maybe a splash of blue can add so much to your landscape. Plants can include cactus, agave, or yucca. Using clay pots, hand painted by Native Americans is a beautiful touch.  
 
    In the case of the south-west style, less is more. Remember, you are recreating a desert look, so use of stones and rocks is excellent, as well as low shrubs. Stay in the earth tone palette, and you too can have an awesome throwback yard that is easy to maintain.  
 
    The English garden is a traditional favorite. With accents of lattice work and wrought iron, the elegant flowers of an English garden add style to any landscape. Using colors in the pastel family, coupled with antique pink hydrangea or vibrant yellow forsythia, bring out the traditional look you love. Perfectly clipped hedges can be used to create little compartments within your yard, giving you little pockets of privacy and quiet reading nooks. Lavish displays of riotous flowers, like the ever popular impatiens, make the English garden an eye catching landscape, even from across the neighborhood.  
 
    [image: ] 
 
    Another favorite landscape style is Asian or Zen, using minimal décor and flowers to create a peaceful yard in which to relax. The style offers an environment that invites mediation and contemplation, using natural stone and hand shaped plants. Think bonsai, but on a grander scale. Create paths that meander, not go directly to the home, as it is said in Asian culture that evil or mischievous spirits are fooled my paths that zigzag, while they will come straight into the home if they are designed so. Use the view from your home to create your focal points in the yard. Look out various windows and see where there sight lines land, and there should be your beautiful Asian art accents, like a Buddha statue, or plant a dwarf Japanese maple.  
 
    Bamboo and rocks are lovely editions to any Zen garden.  
 
    [image: ] 
 
    Lastly, the modern style landscape is another option from which to choose. Using clean lines and vibrant color combinations, this style is best suited for those who love bold design and geometrical shapes. Inspired by colors and style from the 50’s and 60’s, a modern landscape feels very organized. The focus tends to be more on hardscapes than plants, using furniture, stone, and the home for style structure. Splashes of color are used to round out the look, and offer a fun atmosphere. Other materials used to create the modern landscape are cement and various metals. 
 
    [image: ] 
 
    There are many more designs than just the four that I have touched upon here. If something has not struck your fancy, then be sure to keep researching. Perhaps the Tuscan look suits you better or perhaps French. These selections are a sample of a much greater list from which you can choose. Pick what works best for you, and what you and your family will love to spend weekend afternoons enjoying, for years to come. 
 
   


  
 



Chapter 16: 
Other Garden Landscaping Ideas 
 
    Gravel and Path Stones  
 
    Gravel can be used in driveways and passages or even to line your lawns. Pathways can be paved with all sorts of materials: river stones, pebbles, bricks, flagstones, concrete slabs, and many others. You can create a quaint little passageway with rustic charm and a story book flair by letting the grass or weeds go wild, and once it reaches the desired height, then plow a path through it. It is simple to do and even simpler to maintain. Dirt paths are also a cheap and simple idea for passageways. You can create mosaics and use different colored stones, broken crockery, or other materials to make them appear more visually pleasing. They can be hand painted with natural images, such as flowers, butterflies, fruits, and others. You can shape and order them in any way you want: slightly curving, spiraling, circular, or straight going. The important thing is they lead and get you to the destination where they are supposed to. Their purpose is not only limited to the practical. While being perfectly usable, they can be a form of aesthetic design that complements and enriches their background.  
 
   
  
 

 Archways and Entrances  
 
    The outside of the garden matters just as much as the outside, especially in cases where it is completely enclosed and unseen from beyond your property line. Even from this vantage point however, points of beauty can still be created as hints to what one might discover within the walls. Gates and entrances can be as elaborate or simple as you prefer. They form the first visual impression upon entering your living space i.e. lawns, gardens, and yards included. You can use doors or gates as entrances within the garden as well. When you have secret walled gardens, gates can be a good idea for added mystery. They can be made from wood, iron, steel, or any other metal alloy.   
 
    Archways are a way of creating the illusion of entrance into a confined area without the actual use of a swinging door or gate. They provide rich visually stimulating fodder, while serving the purpose of being openings to the different landscape plans.  
 
   
  
 

 Stairs, Steps, and Levels  
 
    One way of adding dimension to one’s outdoor living space is through adding levels, especially in sloping areas. A prime example is the famous rice terraces of Banaue in the Philippines. The natives utilize the land effectively by creating flat levels of land where they can plant their crops. Similarly, one can utilize sloping areas and keep ones gardens situated in higher or lower places. This could be part of the design element and can also serve as a separating method; one level for vegetables, another for herbs, a third for flowers, and so on. If one wants to use the illusion of height, you can create an effect similar to that of a wall of flowers just by layering them up on a slope. Stairs offer a quaint way of getting from one level to the other. You can formally make concrete stairs, complete with banisters or you could go with a more natural look to blend in with the surroundings.   
 
   
  
 

 Connecting with Nature  
 
    Fountains and Waterworks  
 
    A sure way to add interest in one’s garden and to mimic the scenes in nature is to have a working waterworks system. You can have fountains in any size, with statues spouting water into a pool. You could have mini waterfalls or simulated streams which aside from being visually attractive, give off that gentle soothing sound of rushing water. You could make use of an underground spring or river by building a well. Aside from being a possible water source, it could be a thing of beauty as well.  
 
    Ponds and Bridges  
 
    One way of getting close to nature is to create habitats for living creatures. One of the most commonly made is a fishpond. It is a great way to house your aquatic animal friends while creating little spots of attractive landscaping. If the pond or pool is big enough, one may even put in a bridge for better viewing and feeding of the fishes, and to get you from one side to the other. Having ponds is a good way of nourishing aquatic flora and fauna as well. You can have water lilies or lotuses to beautifully spruce up the surface of the pond or pool.  
 
    Animal Feeders, Habitats, and Baths  
 
    Aside from creating habitats, another way of attracting animal life is by creating feeders and baths. The most common one would probably be bird baths and bird feeders, but there are other types that could be made to attract a wider variety of wildlife. Instead of putting birdfeed, you could put in nuts and grains for squirrels. You could make a beehive feeder to attract potential plant pollinators. With the types of plants and trees that you have in the garden, you can possibly attract or repel certain kinds of birds, bats, insects, and a variety of small rodents. This is not a bad thing, as they can help in fertilization, pollination, and spread of the plant species.  
 
    Arbors, Gazebos and Small Shelters  
 
    You can create rooms with a view, with the use of vines, canopies, and pergolas as the ‘walls’ and ‘roof’ of your outdoor room. Hide from the harsh glare of the sun with little shelters that provide well needed shade during the warm months of the year. With a stable structure to grow on, plants can be used to create seemingly living walls that offer enough coverage for privacy and seclusion. You can create little spaces with intimate seating that is an ideal setting for romantic dinners and dates. Roses can be grown on an arbor to form a natural roof that is  functional, beautiful, and sweet smelling, all at once.  
 
    Mazes and Other Curiosities  
 
    Hedge mazes have been traditional features in medieval gardens. You can relive those times by creating a maze of your own by using hedges as well, or more modern and progressive materials. The choice is up to you, depending on the overall theme of your garden. Another interesting idea would be to create a winding path or a long flight of steps that leads to a grotto or shrine. Aside from adding interest, it feeds the spiritual quality of the outdoor living space. You could put in manmade caves or maybe a wishing well, as points of interest. If you are fortunate enough to have natural water forms within your property, such as streams, or a lake, enjoy them and take advantage of their natural beauty. Create waterfront structures like a small pier or landing where you could moor a boat. You can have bathing houses or changing rooms close to the area for more convenience.  
 
   
  
 

 Hiding Places, Hidden Treasure, and Mystery  
 
    Create an aura of mystery by putting in little hidden treasures that are surprisingly pleasant. You can place a small fountain behind a hedge for example, or put a miniature play house behind some trees at the very edge of your property. Guests will be especially delighted when they discover this treasure. You can hide secret gardens behind walls and fences for a little intrigue and to attract the viewer’s curiosity.  
 
   
  
 

 Tunnels, Vines, and Trellises  
 
    You can create a green tunnel by training flexible plants to grow and form overhead. This not only gives an enchanting feel to the place, but also provides the needed shading from the sun when the opportunity arrives. You can use trellises to train vines to grow over the walls of your house, creating a sort of living carpet or wall paper. Flowering vines can add color if green is not a particular favorite. Vines can be made to grow to make canopies that function as outdoor roofing for shade and shelter.  
 
   
  
 

 A Quiet Place for Retreat  
 
    There are times when we all need a break from the stresses of the world. You can create an avenue of escape by placing little quiet nooks for peace and meditation right in your own garden or yard. You can put in benches, chairs, pillows, mats, rugs, or even a hammock or day bed to add comfort. Bamboo fountains, meditating stones, and crystals could be incorporated into the design for an extra calming effect. Screens and hedges can be strategically positioned for optimum privacy and seclusion. You can put an adjustable shade on the patio so you can use it during both dry and wet weather, while providing you with ample space to be alone. A Zen oasis can be created with a minimalist theme; the good thing about this is that it is simple to build and there are fewer plants to be maintained, in keeping with the clean lines concept.  
 
   
  
 

 Fairytales and Other Themes  
 
    The ultimate touch of whimsy is creating a fairytale book like environment, complete with possibly about to talk flowers, colorful butterflies, sparkling lights, and maybe a sparkling pond or tinkling mini waterfall. Creating themes for your garden can help you have a focus on the direction that you want to go. You could maybe create a one color per area garden by planting those that only have purple flowers, for example. You can recreate the desert right in your backyard with sand, cacti, and some gravel, boulders or stones. You can add in some ornamental figures to further strengthen the theme like: statues of Roman goddesses and nymphs, frog statues for the pond, fairy lights for the trees, scarecrows, mystical crystal markers, ethnic masks and shields, native jars and bowls, bridges, miniature castles, mini Ferris wheels, slides, etc. There are a million and one ways to design your space. The only limits are your creativity and imagination.  
 
   
  
 



Conclusion 
 
    Landscape architecture requires a designer who is imaginative and inventive. The preparation and construction will take environmental and architectural considerations. A skilled architect works methodically on every level and creates wonder in locality in the form of beautiful environments, public parks, pathways and gardens. They are not only adding importance to the commercial side, but also enhancing their lifestyle.  
 
    The interior designer has to take control of all those things. Yeah, the thing that you have to do is only choose the right interior decorator in your region anytime you decide to do imaginative landscaping. Landscape architecture and landscape designs have its own concept and each of them has their own style and characteristics. We need to admire all of the old ancient frameworks that apply to new design which will suit our age. Landscaping has its own places, from people to the climate. There are two elements in landscaping, which are hardscaping and softscaping. A comprehensive overview of landscape ecology is provided in this text. This guide could be used by those who want to plan their yard beautifully. This guide also describes how such principles are to be applied in actual life.  
 
    Garden Designing is at the base of successful landscaping. Make your vision true with the support of our garden design ideas, principles, and inspirations for the front yards and backyards.  Enhancing your house's landscaping is a great way to increase your properties' attractiveness, and you can create areas outdoors for leisure and entertainment. If you choose to concentrate on improving your curb appeal on a reimagined front yard, build a backyard resort on eating and gathering areas, or both; there are several options and amenities to consider.  
 
    You can create an entertainment area in the backyard for friends and relatives, complete with an outdoor patio, fire element, swimming pool, and more, or you can start building lush greenery that helps to draw wild animals and enables you to relax and think. In the front yard, with a lovely walkway, you can either turn up the resale value or pull your grass out for an eco-sustainable landscape. Make the community proud by creating a beautiful and welcoming front yard landscape.  
 
    These ideas regarding landscape architecture are important to the design of a scheme that you will appreciate in the years ahead. You can get these ideas about garden designing and landscaping from the following procedures:  
 
    
    	 See what a lot of people do with their home designs. If appropriate, speak to them about the reasons behind their choice for home landscaping products, and their feelings.  
 
    	 Newspapers, magazines, television, and the internet do provide a wealth of information regarding what ‘online’ types of home landscape designs really are.  
 
    	 Ask a specialist for the area of landscape architecture.  
 
    	 If you do not want to pay for guidance to a landscape planner, try some tips from your nearest nursery, at least.  
 
   
 
    Water gardening is a very beautiful style of gardening, which has been around for years and followed. The water garden can be designed either in an existing water source, or in an artificially induced water system. The water garden that has been created becomes complete even when it is visible from our living area and gives us fun. A water garden offers many possibilities to plant and grow. You can start small, with a boiled-out stone trying to collect an in-ground storage tank, a watertight, patio-sized vessel, or dive in with a lily, fish, and shower right in. Do some research before you create a water garden to assess your severity and style. 
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