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About the Book

Windows 11 Kickstart teaches all the core aspects of
Windows 11 operating system in a simple style. The book
will serve as a perfect study material for beginners and
students including senior citizens who would like to learn
the nuances of Windows 11 without any assistance. The
aim of the book is to enable students and learners to
grasp the concepts easily. The community libraries are
growing in a fast pace post COVID-19 pandemic and
Windows 11 Kickstart book can be integrated into their
digital library. This will enable members to learn Windows
11 without depending upon costly books. There will be
absolutely no waiting time to borrow this book and
librarians can make copies of the book for each
workstation for quick access. The Windows 11 Kickstart
book is supplemented with plenty of images. Moreover, the
additional content inside boxes amplifies the learning
process to great extent. The book will also be useful for
senior citizens, who would like to learn Windows 11
concepts safely inside their homes without visiting a
computer training institute amidst the pandemic.
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Chapter 1: Microsoft Windows History

Microsoft developed Windows operating system around 39 years
ago when the company started to work on a program named
Interface Manager. It all started with the development of DOS
followed by Windows 1.0. The company rolled out several new
Windows editions with advanced features. The company was
founded by Bill Gates and Paul Allen. Microsoft employs over
200,000+ people worldwide with its corporate headquarters at
Redmond, Washington, USA. As of this writing, Microsoft runs under
the wonderful leadership of Padma Bhushan (India’s third-highest
civilian award) Satya Nadella. Microsoft released Windows on
November 20, 1985 as a Graphical operating system shell for MS-
DOS. Microsoft Windows ruled the world at that time with over 90
percent market share by overtaking Apple macOS introduced in
1984. Apple went to the court by stating unfair encroachment on
their GUI innovation, However, the court ruled the judgement in
favour of Microsoft in 1984. The main advantage of Microsoft
Windows is that people found it easy to work with not only Windows
Ul but also third-party software apps. The entry of Microsoft Office
gave a big boost to Windows users since it enabled them to enhance
office productivity. We now have access to several open-source
Word Processing software tools including cloud-based platforms like
Microsoft 365 & Google Doc. The launch of Visual Basic 6 and Visual
Interdev was in sync with Windows during 1997-2003 timeframe. In
this chapter, we will analyze the history of Microsoft Windows in
detail.

Windows 1.0

Microsoft started to create a program named Interface Manager in
1981 and this marked the history of Windows. The Interface
11
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Manager was changed to Windows in November 1983. However, the
company released Windows 1.0 only in November 1985. Even
though Windows 1.0 was developed to compete with Apple, the
operating platform only got little popularity. The Windows 1.0 was
an extension to DOS because the shell included with the Windows
1.0 was named as MS-DOS Executive. The modules included with
Windows 1.0 are Calculator, Cardfile, Clipboard Viewer, Clock,
Control Panel, Paint, Notepad, Write, Reversi, Terminal and Calendar.

f xecutive
" File Uiew Special
- =1 I
. C: A\ 8 nformation shoult
- 4 RBC. Microsoft Windows findows. AlsocC
< 4 BUIL MS-D0OS Executive Addendum enc
9 ot caLC
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" - Copyright @ 1985, Microsoft Corp. FHOUT THE SP
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‘Reversi : CGA.

~ - CGA.
Game Skill CIT0
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CONT
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D printfrom an a
his may be pret
Dnfiguration as it

ture change the
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Spoolersno will
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e e TETTTITen
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RUNNING BATCH ((BAT) FILE
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should create a PIF file for the {4

The Windows appears tiled and not overlapped in Windows 1.0 with
modal dialog boxes. Microsoft also sold several samples along with
Windows 1.0 to enable developers to learn the process in detail.

Windows 2.0

Windows 2.0 was released in December 1987 with improved

features, user interfac

e and memory management.
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Cursor Blink Double Click

The GUI was changed to over lapping windows from tiled windows.
Windows 2.0 was shipped with advanced keyboard shortcuts.

Windows 2.1

Microsoft released Windows 2.1 in Windows/286 and Windows/386
versions. The Windows/286 is capable of running on both Intel 8086
and Intel 80286 processors in real mode. The Windows/386 version
make use of the virtual 8086 mode of the Intel 80386, which enables
you to multitask DOS programs.

Windows 3.0

Microsoft released Windows 3.0 to general public on March 1, 1992
with improved design and advanced capabilities. Windows 3.0 was
shipped with Program Manager, Accessories, File Manager, Settings,
Games, Solitaire, VGA support, Virtual memory and much more.
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With the help of Windows 3.0, users were able to multitask DOS
applications and runs in protected mode. Windows 3.0 sold over 2
million copies in the first 6 months of the launch. Microsoft had
released Windows for Workgroups with integrated peer-to-peer
networking functionalities in August 1993 along with Windows 3.1
version.

14



Windows 11 Kickstart by Anand Narayanaswamy

| = lock v |~ E Program Manager I']“j
Scltiljgs File Options Window Help
S : & Main
: 5 =
K = 5
AR File Manager  Convol Panel Pret Manager  ClpBook MS-DOS
Viewes Prompt
> @ /A
Windows FIF Edior Read Me
= File Manager - [CAWINDOWS\". ot s
=| File Disk Tree View Game Help
Options  Tools Window Help g @‘i‘] 2s
: Games Startllp Apphcd - g-
C—— rrrreer] |
I EEEEEERE
do:  [#] % licat gr
el B R
B windod—|T)_detaultpit  [B) argyle beep j j j j j :l] j j
Dsy‘s-: D accesscegp [ awcas di _J_]_I_J_]_l_l_l
* | 1+ b EEEEEREE]
C 477ME free. 498MB total Total

The refined Windows 3.1 included several new features like
improved File Manager, Program Manager, Minesweeper game and
much more. Microsoft ended support for Windows 3.1 on December
31, 2001.

Windows 3.2

Windows 3.2 was released in 1994, which is an upgraded release of
the Windows 3.1 Chinese version. The operating platform was sold

by computer manufacturers with a 10 disk version of MS-DOS with

simplified Chinese characters on basic output and other utilities.

Disk Operating System (DOS) is a command line operating system
first launched by Microsoft before the arrival of Windows. You
just need to type cmd on the Taskbar search box to start working
with the DOS. You can create folders and files from with DOS.
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Windows 95

Microsoft then took a giant leap and released Windows 95 on August
24, 1995. Windows 95 was developed based on MS-DOS with
support for native 32-bit applications, plug and play hardware,
multitasking including enhanced stability and performance.
Moreover, Windows 95 also introduced 255-character support for
file names.

£9 Control Panel =] P4
File Edt View Help

BT s ™ O 9

Accessibility AddNew  Add/Remove Date/Time Display

Nnahane H ardinizra Pramramme

Welcome to Dial-Up Networking

DialUp Networking enables you to connect one
computer to another computer and to the network by
using a modem.

> MS-DOS Prompt
X =] The Microsoft Network

[ Start” 2 Cont el | ziDistp Networking | 53 Caleuistor [ [ arem

Windows 95 also introduced a redesigned object-oriented user
interface by replacing the Program Manager in the previous versions
and was a big commercial success. The PCs across the world carried
Windows 95 and users found it easy to work. Microsoft ended
support for Windows 95 on December 31, 2000, while the extended
support ended on December 31, 2001.
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Windows 98

The next major release was that of Windows 98 on June 25, 1998.

The Windows 98 was launched with great expectations and it was

shipped with the Windows Drive Model, USB device and ACPI

support, hibernation including support for multi-monitor

configurations. Windows 98 includes Internet Explorer 4 integration

via Active Desktop.
£

[ ]
H I
My Computer Online Microsoft*

Setvices Will ows@fg

B

by

Network internet
Neighborhood Explorer

-

=

Outlook
Express

Recycle Bin

&

My Documents

B

My Briefcase

AAstat| | (A 8 5 W VY 430PM

The Windows 98 Second Edition was released in May 1999.
Moreover, Windows 98 SE also added Internet Explorer 5.0 and
Windows Media Player 6.2 support. Microsoft ended support for
Windows 98 on June 30, 2002, while the extended support ended on
July 11, 2006.
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Windows Me (Millennium Edition)

The Windows Me was released on September 14, 2000 and is the
final DOS based release of Windows. The operating platform
inherited core features from the Windows NT with faster boot times
and expanded multimedia capabilities.

-

My Documents My Briefcase

23

My Computer Online
Services

ndows /Ye Millennium Edition

The platform was packed with Windows Media Player 7, Windows
Movie Maker and the Windows Image Acquisition Framework. The
fetching of images from scanners and digital cameras were simplified
with tools like System File protection and System Restore.

Windows NT 3.1

Microsoft released Windows NT 3.1 in July 1993 with workstation
and server versions. The Windows NT 3.5 was released in September

18
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1994 with special focus on performance enhancements. Microsoft
worked faster based on the feedback and released Windows NT 3.51
in May 1995.

Linux is a free operating system available under Ubuntu and
Redhat. Ubuntu is popular and can be downloaded free of cost. You
can install Linux on Windows PC via dual booting technology. You
have to pick the operating system from the boot menu.

Microsoft released Windows NT 4.0 in June 1996. The development
of Windows NT was dropped after the release of Windows 2000 on
February 17, 2000.
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Windows XP

Windows XP was released on October 25, 2001 and was developed
based on the Windows NT architecture. Windows XP was shipped
with a completely redesigned user interface coupled with a
refreshed Start menu and a task-oriented Windows Explorer.The
operating platform also carried improved networking and
multimedia features with Internet Explorer 6. The platform was
integrated with Microsoft .NET passport services alongside remote
assistance capabilities.

Network and Internet
Connections

“.1.
-
®

Fles and Setongs Transfer
wizard

Al Programs D

The Windows XP was made available in both Home and Professional
editions. While the Home edition was designed for general
consumers, the Professional edition was mainly oriented towards
developers and business users. Microsoft also released Media Center
edition with modules for DVD playback, TV tuner cards and DVR
functionalities including a special Tablet PC edition. Microsoft ended
support for Windows XP on April 14, 2009 followed by extended
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support on April 8, 2014. The Redmond-based software giant
released Windows Server 2003 and Windows Server 2003 R2 in April
2003 and December 2005 respectively.

Windows Vista

As per changing times, Microsoft released Windows Vista on January
30, 2007 for consumers with a redesigned shell and user interface
elements. However, Windows Vista was not successful like Windows
XP because of longer boot times, performance decline and changes
in the license agreement.
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The Windows Server 2008, which was developed based on Windows
Vista was released in early 2008.
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Windows 7

Microsoft continuously worked to improve the functionality of
Windows and released Windows 7 on October 22, 2009. Windows 7
was made available with plenty of new features including a refreshed
desktop, Taskbar and touch support.
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After the release of Windows 7, manufacturers started to build
laptops with touch display panel. Windows 7 was one of the major
releases from the house of Microsoft.

Windows 7 was one the successful operating platform and is till
used by several people. Microsoft has ended support and updates.
Hence, you should work with either Windows 10 or Windows 11 for
enhanced security and privacy.
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Windows 8 and 8.1

Windows 8 is the successor of Windows 7 and was released on
October 26, 2012. The Windows 8 has introduced a new user
interface based on Microsoft's metro design language. Microsoft
designed Windows 8 with an aim to optimize touch-enabled devices
such as tablets and convertibles. The Start screen make use of the
large tiles that are convenient for touch interactions. Moreover,
Windows 8 introduced new apps developed exclusively for touch-
based devices.

The minimum resolution requirement was 1024x768 pixels.
Microsoft also integrated social media platforms including SkyDrive
(currently OneDrive) and Xbox Live services. Microsoft released
Windows 8.1 on October 17, 2013 with several features such as live
tile sizes, OneDrive integration and much more.
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The tech enthusiasts criticized the development of Windows 8 series
for the removal of the Start menu. However, manufacturers started
to design and manufacture touch-enabled displays for laptops with
the evolution of Windows 8 series.

Windows 10

Microsoft announced the launch of Windows 10 on September 30,
2014 followed by an initial release on July 29, 2015 with a plethora of
new features. The launch of Windows 10 is regarded as a significant
milestone for the company. The company even claimed that they will
not release any new operating system after the release. The first look
teaser images of Windows 10 were unveiled at Microsoft Build
conference in April 2014. The ability to run third-party apps gave a
big boost for developers.

Microsoft acquired LinkedIn in 2016 for US $2600 crore.
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The launch of Windows 10 was appreciated by all tech-savvy
community members because of the introduction of the Start menu,
new virtual desktop system including the ability to install and run
Microsoft Store apps from within Windows 10. Windows 10 was
made available for all system running Windows 7 with SP1, Windows
8.1 and above.
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Microsoft completely changed the look and feel of Windows 10 with
the introduction of pinned Taskbar icons and a robust system file
structure. The Windows 10 has completely changed the way you
worked with Windows operating systems.

Windows 10 Pro ships with advanced security and business
networking features such as BitLocker Drive Encryption, Remote
Desktop and the ability to join a domain or Azure Active Directory
You can upgrade from Windows 10 Home to Windows 10 Pro via
Microsoft Store.

If you type Control Panel or Settings on the Start menu search box,
you will be taken to the respective dashboard from where you can
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select items to modify. Microsoft also launched Windows Insider
Program on September 30, 2014 along with Windows 10, which
automatically delivers updates via OTA as and when the software
bits are released. The software updates will be in the form of
preview builds and are released regularly even now. You can
experience new features regularly by joining the Windows Insider
Program. Microsoft will continue to run Windows Insider program
for Windows 10 until the end of support date.

Windows 11

Microsoft launched Windows 11 on June 24, 2021 via online launch
event amidst COVID-19 pandemic. Panos Panay, Microsoft Chief
Product Officer who also serves as EVP introduced Windows 11 and
its features to the global audience followed by brief appearances by
various product group members and CEO Satya Nadella. Windows 11
was initially made available via Windows Insider Program through
which Windows Insiders were able to automatically upgrade from
Windows 10 to Windows 11 easily. Microsoft released Windows 11
for general availability on October 5, 2021. Windows 11 was made
available as a free upgrade to all eligible PC and laptops including
convertibles. Microsoft has enhanced the system requirements to
leverage the integrated security functionalities.

Windows 11 is supported only on devices with 8th Generation Intel
Core CPU and above, AMD Ryzen CPU based on Zen+
microarchitecture or later, Snapdragon 850 ARM system-on-chip and
UEFI secure boot technology. Moreover, the device should also
provide support for Trusted Platform Module (TPM) 2.0 for
successful installation of Windows 11.

Microsoft rolled out support for Windows 11 on devices running
7th Generation Intel Core processors as well.

26


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5egaM2hibs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5egaM2hibs

Windows 11 Kickstart by Anand Narayanaswamy

Even though you can install Windows 11 on unsupported processors,
Microsoft does not guarantee updates. Microsoft pushes updates
regularly via Windows Insider Program. As a user, you will be able to
install updates easily without downloading any ISO files.

Windows 11 features redesigned Start menu, Widgets panel,
improved multi-tasking via snap windows, Taskbar enhancements,
Auto HDR, Android apps support, Animated dialogs and
Directstorage on compatible hardware.

@oudEOo-CB A vam

While Microsoft Teams has been integrated into Windows 11,
Internet Explorer gets replaced by Chromium-based Microsoft Edge.
The features included with Windows 11 are impressive and you can
multi-task easily by snapping windows at the respective positions.
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Microsoft has revamped Microsoft Store in Windows 11 with new
user interface, improved search and navigation, quick installation
algorithm and much more. Moreover, the Redmond-based software
giant has announced Android apps support on Windows 11.
Microsoft is adding new features with every new update via
Windows Insider Program. Moreover, the product team is also rolling
out bug fixes and improvements with every update with the help of
Windows Insider builds.

The Future of Microsoft Windows

Going forward, Microsoft Windows will continue to grow rapidly with
new features. We can't predict the future but Windows 11 will
certainly rule the computing world for the next several years. You
have plenty of time to upgrade your system. You can also purchase a
new PC pre-loaded with Windows 11 if you desire to retain Windows
10. The updates are being pushed regularly and there is no need to
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wait for service packs as before. As of this writing, people work with
both Windows 10 and Windows 11.

Microsoft will end support for Windows 10 on October 14, 2025.

There are people who still use Windows XP and Windows 7.
However, you should try to upgrade to the latest Windows edition
for security purposes. With financial and banking services going
digital, you need a fool proof computer to work upon to prevent
hacking and misuse of data.
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Chapter 2: Computer Basics

Before delving deep into Windows 11, you should be aware of the
basic components included with a computer. You will not be able to
work with your computer without these components. This chapter is
designed to assist students and beginners including senior citizens
who have just started to learn about computers in general.

Monitor

A monitor is an equipment which displays the
content of the work being done on the
computer. The laptop includes an integrated
display. However, you will have to purchase a
monitor separately in case of assembled PCs.
Even though a laptop ships with a display unit,
you can purchase a dedicated large monitor for an enhanced viewing
experience. Let’s examine history of monitors briefly.

During 1980’s, people worked with large monitors placed above the
CPU. The monitor was integrated with the PCs during that time. After
that, we saw the emergence of CRT monitors, which looks like an old
TV set.

CRT monitors consumes huge electricity and emit rays. You have to
place shield to protect from heat and radiations.

Then came the arrival of LCD monitors. The LCD monitors are
manufactured in a thin form factor and produce less electricity.
However, they were mostly available in square shape and the wide
displays were costly. The problem with square shaped monitor is
that you have to bend your neck to view content, which will be
painful in the long run.
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With the rapid change in Technology, we saw the evolution of LED
monitors. The main benefit of the LED monitor is that it consumes
less electricity and also looks very thin. The LED monitor looks great
for not only home but also office environments. The LED monitors
are available only in wide screen format and hence you can easily
work with your PC without eye strain. You will not experience neck
pain after an extended usage.

You should note that LED monitors are also available with IPS panel,
which eliminates eye strain. Moreover, the rendered visuals look
clear and crisp. We would suggest you to purchase LED monitors
with IPS panel for a smooth computing experience.

Central Processing Unit (CPU)

A Central Processing Unit aka CPU is the core part of a
computer. In case of assembled computers, the CPU is
located inside the big cabinet. You will find Power
Supply Unit, Motherboard, Processor, Hard drive, DVD
drive and other cooling equipment inside the CPU. You
can purchase trending cabinet with all the latest
features for your desktop PC manufactured by popular
companies like Cooler Master.

Just like any other electronic device, a computer hard drive will
become unusable, corrupt or fail to function over the period of
time. Hence, you should save your valuable data using either a pen
drive or a portable hard drive reqularly so that you will be able to
recover lost data in case of any damage. Moreover, you can also
save the files via cloud-based file hosting services such as
Microsoft OneDrive, Google Drive, Mega and much more.
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