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A Matter of Oz ion

part 1 - part 2 is on inside back cover

harbinger (hir’bin-jér) n: Something that presages or foretells
events of significance.

HARBINGER: a wonderful title from Valiant Comics. Look for the
special preview for Elfquest: Hidden Years #3 (on sale in
September) within the story in Harbinger #11 (on sale in August).
Ask for both series at comics shops everywhere!

Also in August - ELFQUEST: New Blood #1! 64 full color pages
of all new visions of Elfquest as you've never imagined it before!

ELFQUEST: HIDDEN YEARS No. 2. July 1992 Published bi-monthly by Warp.
Graphics. Inc., § Reno Road, Poughkeepsie NY 12603. Entire contents copyright ©
1892 Warp Graphics, Inc. Allrghts reserved worldwide: reproduction of any partof the.
‘contents of this publication without witten consent of the publisher is prohibited. The.
stories, characters, institutions, and incidents depicted in this publication are entirely
fictional. Any similrity which may exist without saliic purpose between any of the
names, characters, persons, and insttutions in this publication and those of any ving
or dead person of any instiution is purely coincidentl. The tifles “Eliquest” and
“Elfquest: Hidden Years” and all characters and logos featured in this publication and
the distinctive kenesses thereof are trademarks of Warp Graphics, Inc. Fitst Printing.
Harbinger and Zephyt are rademarks of Voyager Communications and used wih permission

‘GENERALINFORMATION. I you would Iike a catalogllstof avalable Warp Graphics/Father Tree Press/Eliquest books and comics. please
send a stamped, sell-addressed envelope (o Ellquest Catalog, Publishers Book & AUGio, P.0. Box 070059, Staten (s1and. New York 10307

For the name and phone umber of your nearest comics shop. lodk in the Yellow Pages under “Comics” or “Books. New & Used or
hagasinos: Now 8 Ueod:" SUppor 3007 000l GOMIS Uhop Gt Tnaist Thet they ok y Drsrsborirbid
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1T HONEST
BRAGGING I'VE DONE ON
>~ BAH! A LITTLE THEM ALL THESE CRUSTINGS.
TRENCH LIKE THAT COULDN'T WAIT AND SEE!
THWART MY WARRIOR-FOLK .

LONG, TYLDAK! ’

BUT WE SEND
AND SEND...AND NO
ANSWER COMES!

TRY TO MAIM
‘MY BEAUTIFUL BIRD, WILL
You?! LET'S IMPROVE
YOUR FACE...
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THERE../
THE HOLE RAYEK DUG
(| 1O 8AR Us co-BACKS
\\_FROM OUR LODGE!

“HOLEZ!" WITH THAT
MUCH MAGIC IN HIM, NO
WONDER HE WA ABLE TO
SPIRIT THE PALACE INTO

YOU MAY BE
(/" CHIEF OF A TRIBE THAT
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YOUR MOUTHS BEFORE YOUR
TONGUES FREEZE TO
YOUR BOTTOM TEETH!

1T KAHVI!
OUR KAHVI/ 6HE'S
RETURNED!/.

WHAT WE CAN TO MAKE
THIS SUDDENLY LIVING

LEGEND
DIDN'T DIE IN SOME ii OSND WeL e

FORSAKEN PLACE! I6NT IT 3 ‘7"
WONDROUS, CHIEF ZEY? =3
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HA HA HAT

..BY HALF LITTLE JIRDA/ YOU WERENT

A NOSE LESS! “\_EVEN UP TO MY BOOT TOP
WHEN I LEFT!

SPANT PANTE
(" 1-T'M JIRDA! WHO
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TIME TO DREAM

A DIFFERENT

P71 swore 0
{/ oEFEND YOU.
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A Matter of O:vion

part 2

He who learns must suffer.
Aeschylus

When will they ever learn?
Pete Seeger

There really are no coincidencesin this world.

Lastnightlgothome after seeing Alien3,and
1 was in a foul mood. What an incredible waste, |
thought, whatan unforgivable negationof good stories
and characters. What i it, | fumed, that motivates a
writer or a director to muck about with what is good
andloved andtwisttinto somethingthatleaves abad
taste in the soul? What inner demon drives someone
tosay, “Well, the original was OK, but| can dobetter,"
and then to throw away all that's been done before in
order to indulge some mutated, depressed vision?

I was pissed.

When | arrived home (it was late) | found the
day's mail waiting for me, and inthe ple ofetters was.
one that touched so well onmy feeling of the moment
that | print some parts of it here. It is from a longtime
ELrouEsT reader.

..Strongbow brought Lashpaw back to the
Holt, knowing there was no hope of a healer, and yet,
hoping beyond all hope that a way could be found to
save the wolf, tosave them both. He did what he had
to. He did as his heart bade him, as his conscience
directed him to do.

And now Ipausetoexplain why this touched
me so deeply. Yesterday, | told the president of my
Hol that | can no longer serve as story editor as long
as a certain character continues in the manner she is
acting. Itold the president, frankly, that thecharacter
inquestion isa sociopath. How else can I describe the
fact that this character Recognizes another character
and, rather than accept the Recognition, she kills
him. And she does soina particularly brutal manner,
and without even an ounce of “Oh High Ones, what.
have I done?”

Ihad tomake the separation | made, the way
Imadeit; my heart couldn't hold it in any more. The
factis, Elfquestmeansa lot tome. But/m discovering,
like s0 many others l've run into, that EQ fandom Is
justa bit (oo...intense. That goes for me (00, as'm the
first toadmit. Butanyone who could ake a beautiful
and terrifying concept like Recognition and Lwist it
intooneofthemostvileand helnousactsany sentient
being can perpetrate on another, is not reading the
same book I'm reading.

..Recognition isn’t about death, it's about
life. And, as has been said of other things, ts neither
good nor evil, itjust s... Why can't we slop rying (o
‘make theelvesofElfquestintosomething they'renot>
Theseare not shorthumans with funny ears, they are
elves. They are not undersized Romulans, they are
elues. They just are.

There are no coincidences. The reference to
Romulans got me to thinking about a bizarre offshoot
of Star Trek fandom known as Kirk-Spock fandom.
As you might guess, this sub-group specializes in
creating situations and stories in which Kirk and
Spock have all sorts of the most, um, interesting
relationships. Gene Roddenberry gave birth to a
wonderfully positive concept of humanity's potential
in'Star Trek. (It been said, and | believe it, that what
humankind is a hundred years from now will owe
more to Roddenberry than to Karl Marx.) So what, do
you suppose, drives sometoslathertheir own, largely
inappropriate tastes onto what another has created?

(And before someone flies off the handle, no, we are
not anti-gay or any such thing. The adjective
“inappropriate” was very carefully and deliberately
chosen. Think about it.)

My answer to the previous question?
Powerlessness is what does it. Personal pain. Life or
love adrift. Koyaanisqatsi. The resolution that, “Well,
1can't control my world, butl can make James T. Kirk
(or Vincent or Cutter) do what | flipping well please!”

We'releamingthattheres a chunk of ELFQUEST
fandom that doesn't really acknowledge anything
we've done after the original, rather rough-and-tumble
quest. Toeach his own. But you gottaknow something:
That story was created, written and drawn by a couple
of people who were themselves in need of some
healing, some leaming. But we left that place; we've
grown, changed, and done a bt sufferingin the leaming
sincethen. The queststhathavefollowed—Siece AT BLuE
Mountan, Kinas oF THE Broxen WHEEL, and now, Hoben
Years—reflect that new spirit. We put a lot into the
telling of these new stories, frankly in the hope that
you, the readers, can sense the change and are willing
to go and grow with it.

Growth isn't painless, but the altemative to

growth is death.
Qo2

PS. Don'tgripe about the coupons, OK? Either
buy ELrouest because you ke the story, in which case
you don't care about cutting a coupon, or keep a copy
inmint condition and forget the coupon offer, or getan
extra copy. The choice, as always is yours.

*NEXT ISSUE—in two months: The story you
thought you were getting after KinGs oF THE BROKEN
WHEEL #9! A Wolfrider...raising a human child? What's
going on here?? It's not what you think!

«COMING NEXT MONTH! New writers,
new artists, new visions! ELFQUEST: NEW
BLOOD! Evraaesr... from wacky to wild,
dark to delightfull 64 full color pages—
tastefully dangerous! Reserve your copy
today at your favorite comic shop!
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YUN. EHE COULD HAVE
FLED, BUT SHE BROUGHT
THE LITTLE PALACE
BACK TO Us!

X / |
[/ 25
FANORS HI
A momier m 6ize )
\_AND SPRIT... Al

7~ 60, I THINK,
YOU FAVOR YOUR
\_ FATHER, YUN.

KNOWS? BUT
WHAT BETTER WAY FOR
THEM TO COOL OFF?

> IF IT6 ALL RIGHT...
I THINK TLL WAIT HERE FOR THEM.
TVE NEVER SEEN THE DESERT BEFORE,
OR SUCH 6TRANGE LODGES...

...OR EVEN
6TARS AS BRIGHT
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FOR ME, WING/ T AM
ONE JAR THAT WILL NOT
LOSE IT6 LiD UNTIL.

IT 16 TIME!

AND HE'S HELPING NG\
7O DESTROY OUR HOME!
OUR BEAUTIFUL HONME..!

I GHE'S
WEAKENING THE ROOF WITH
BOULDERS! BUT SHE'LL HAVE TO
DISMOUNT TO GET AT US! THEN
1T HAND TO HAND!

SELF BLAME,
CHILDZ WHY IN
THE WORLD.

&

MY FATHER, BUT
TYLDAKE MY
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THEY CALL THESE
#  Lopcesz! We CAN RIP
THE LIDS RIGHT OFF THESE
CLAY POTS, EASY!

BUT ONE THING,
AND THAT YOU

HAND IT OVER

AND WE GO IN PEACE!

REFUSE, AND IT'6 YOUR
GARDENS...THEN...
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SEE}
Ug AWAY FROM
THE VILLAGE!

TAKE HiM UP ON

IT, BEAUTIFUL BIRD! THESE

HAWKS AREN'T MADE FOR
DELICATE MANEUVERS!

EVEN THAT BIT
OF PALACE HAS THE
POWER TO INCREASE

Hig SPEED!

ARROGANT!
SHE RIDES WITHOUT A
HALTER LOOP!
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\NT PANT PANTE
WHERE WERE YOU THREE:
LOOK! THEY'VE GOT THE
> UTTLE PALACE!

P 2cnse Gaspe
T'M THROUGH! AFTER
THEM, PREGERVERS !

> FLY/!

NASTYBAD
HGHTENNGS!

ZEY AND YOU... .
PLANNED THIS, CHOT? IT 6TINKS/ « HAND...I THINK

\WE CAN'T LEAVE KAHVI AND TYLDA 2 ILLKEEP IT
D BACK THERE! TO MYSELFL

—

THE GO-BACK...ONLY
HE DESERVES TO
BE CHIEF!
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KAHW.... TYLDAK...
'WE ARE RELIEVED, THANKS
TO MENDER, THAT You
SURVIVED YOUR FALL.

T LOYAL TO KAHVI/ MAKE

THEM LET HER GO! ‘&

BUT WHAT ARE
( YOU TO DO WITH US NOW, EH...
NOW THAT THE LITTLE PALACE
15 YOURS AGAINZ

7 RELEASE US! IN THE GO-BACKS”
NAME, WE'LL KEEP FIGHTING TO
RECLAIM WHAT'S OURS !

ONE WAY OR ANOTHER
WE'LL MAKE THINGS VERY
» MESSY FOR YOU!
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RIGHTRING
DO RIGHT TR

RIGHTRING
RIGHT TRNG!
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= 3 THE LITTLE PALACE
HALF2! HERET HELPS Us KEEP TRACK OF OUR
TAKE HALF MY

HEAD OR HALF J

50 WE BOTH HAVE
SOMETHING TO DIE FOR!
A\ BEST YOU FINISH ME,
THEN, WOLFRIDER!
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1T HAS EVER
BEEN MY BELIEF THAT ALL
ELVES, EVEN WARRIORS, WANT
PEACE ABOVE ALL. WE CANNOT
GIVE YOU THE RELIC...

THE GO-BACKS TO DWELL HERE,

1 AS SOME OF THE WOLFRIDERS DO.
'WE HAVE THE ROOM,
AND THE LOVE.

Perinre 115 wns

AFTER ALL, TO FORGET
THE GO-BACKS. THEYRE
NOT WORTH. ,‘

".IT'S WORTH MY
LIFE TO RAISE THEM UP
TO WHAT THEY WERE!
UNDERSTANDZ

: \’ER THEY SEE
ME NOW, T WS THER

CHIEF. AND THEYRE
D MY PEOPLE!
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RREEEAAAAWWWK!

o

RRAAWWK!
RRAAAWWWK/

SPANT PANTE
AHDRI! HIDE THIS.
SPANTE...6AVAH'S HUT!
DOWNSTAIRS!

EVERYONE!
TO YOUR UNDERGROUND

\ GO ON!
RUN/ RUN! DOWN
INTO YOUR ROOT
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"BETTER TO STAY HERE
AND DEAL WITH THE
ENEMIES WE KNOW!"

AND WHAT WILL.
THAT MAKE ME...

ES

DON'T TRY
70 SEND, CHOT.
IKNOW IS A
i T THINK SHE
STRAIN. 3 MAY EVEN SUCCEED.
THAT WILL MAKE HER

THEYE LOST

SOMETHING...PRIDE, GUTS,
HEART MAYBE...I DON'T KNOW.
THEY NEED RAISING UP.
7 THEY NEED

THE PALACE.

7 [ FOOLISH BIRD!
iz 4 NOTHING'S SPECIAL ABOUT ME!
Cyeeos: ALL I CAN DO I FETCH THE GO-BACKS
- THE LAST SCRAP OF WHAT THEY.
LIVED...AND DIED FOR! IT5:
THEIR RIGHT!
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REEVOL'S BOND BIRD,
FROM THE LOOK OF THE HARNESS....
THOUGH THERE'S LITTLE ENOUGH
LEFT BY WHICH TO JUDGE.

THE BODIES OF MY
PEOPLE WERE CRUSHED BENEATH THESE
ROCKS. THEIR SPIRITS FLEW TO THE
ONES.
PALACE OF THE HIGH ONES. 5

THEM REMAINS WITHIN
THE TINY RELIC WE SEEK,

KUREEL'S
GECOND FLEDGELING..
MANY YEARS GROWN!
AND WITH YOUNG, 8Y
THEIR MARKINGS.

= =
YES, YOU REMEMBER N
el i e 2t B ) — " BRED TO SERVE!
LET'6 HOPE YOU'VE PASSED
70 YOUR OLD AERIES c
AS YOU couLp! THE GLIDERS’ TRAINING ON
L 4 70 YOUR CHICKS!
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WELL, CHOT....
BPYUN.... YOU WERE RUNNY-NOSED
AND BARE-RUMPED LAST TIME
I AW YOu!

HIS MUCH SLOWER
TRAVELING COMPANIONS, TYLDAK CIRCLES ABOVE
THE GIGANTIC, BAROQUE BURIAL MOUND WHICH
WAS ONCE HIS HOME....BLUE MOUNTAIN.
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*...BUT THE SUN FOLK AREN'T GOING ANYWHERE!
THEYRE ROOTED DEEP AS THE RABBIT FODDER
THEY GROW IN THEIR GARDENS !

RAINBOW VEILED,
HER 6KY BLUE BROW!
HER BLOSSOMS SWEETLY

SCENT THE NIGHT!






11_0.jpg
WELL TRY STEALTH
FIRST AND, FAILING THAT,
WE'LL 6CARE ‘EM GOOD! IF
THEYRE SMART THEYLL
GIVE UP BEFORE ANY

N BLOOD 15 SHED.

THREE GREAT HAWKS!
TYLDAK' BROUGHT THEM
JUST AS YOU SAID HE

D WOULD, KAHWIZ

BUT HE LEFT
WISPS OF TALES
THAT ALWAYS MADE
ME WONDER.

ARE YOU SURE
THE SUN FOLK WILL.
FIGHT, KAHVIZ

WOULDN'T You?
THEYRE NOT THE SOFTLINGS THEY
USED TO BE. THE VILLAGE IS SEEDED
WITH WOLFRIDERS !

BUT THERE MAY BE
AN EVEN BIGGER FIGHT WHEN
WE RETURN TO THE LODGE! ZEY
LIKES BEING CHIEF....VERY,
VERY MUCH AND..

AH, CHOT! MY,
WINGED FRIEND WOULD
BRING ME BOTH MOONS IF
I CHARGED HIM TO!

WE'L BE A
WHILE LEARNING TO
STEER THOSE OVERFED
SHRIEK-OWLS...
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45 THE NIGHT REELS ONWARD.
THE STARS BEGIN TO FADE, THE
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YOUR PLACE OF HONOR,
BEHTIA! YOU STAND FOR

FEGTIVAL! GAME TIME, TWO!

YEARS LATER, A CUB! THAT

HASN'T HAPPENED GINCE...
SINCE WHO KNOWS?

" EAVAH, THE MOTHER
OF MEMORY, HAS UT THE
LANTERNS! THE NEW GREEN'S
SPROUTED, THE HARVEST

HA HA HA HA!
SOON A4S YOU MOVE

OFF THE MAT, TRY AND
6TOP US, DART/.






16_0.jpg
TVE TRIED 3
TO THINK WELL

GPEED, OR HEIGHT.
YET, LOOK HOW FIERCELY
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LAND A FRENZYOF A B
DIFFERENT SORT SIEZES
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_.MAY BE GONE
For coop! AYE! MEANTIME, N |

YOU'E LET YOURSELVES SINK TROLCE AMGUSHED: “WERE GO-BACKS
LOWER THAN TROLLS! THAT'S HER PUITING BARTY.. o0k WITH NOTHING TO GO
BACK TO...EVER...FROM
WHAT YOU 84

3 THEM ALL UNDERGROUND.
YOUR FAULT, ZEY! HE

THAT'S HOW IT'S

v BEEN. AND THAT'S ALL
WHAT HAPPENED THERE I5. WHAT DID.
10 URDAZ I LEFT YOU EXPECTZ
HER IN CHARGE!

'AND HOW WOULD
IT BE IF I TOLD YOU
I KNOW WHERE TO
LAY HANDS ON A PIECE

OF THE PALACE... PIECE LEFT IN

THE WORLDZ

A QUEST!
A REAL QUEST!

NEVER YOU MIND!
GIVE ME PROVISIONS, A
COUPLE OF SHARP HUNTERS, AND
FIGHTING STAGS FIT FOR
A ROUGH TREK.

WE'L BE
BACK BEFORE
THE NEW-GREEN
FADES.

AND ME...oUT!
LEAVE THE FROZEN
MOUNTAINSZ NOT EVEN
FOR A PIECE OF THE
PALACE!
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“CHIEF" ZEY ..2!
BORN GINCE T WENT
JAUNTING, YESZ

PHWEEET!
CoME DOWN, BEAUTIFUL
BIRD, AND WARM THOSE
HOLLOW BONES BY THE
FIRE PIT!

RAYEK TOOK THE PALACE TO GOME
FAR-AHEAD TIME, THAT'S ALL T KNOW!
THERE WAS NO WAY TO GIVE CHAGE...

NO WAY TO CLAIM REVENGE.

MY DAUGHTER AND T

LIVED IN THE NEW LAND WITH THE

WOLFRIDERS...WAITING. BUT THE
PALACE NEVER CAME BACK.

FINALLY, WHEN VENKA
WAS GROWN, TYLDAK AND I SOUGHT
THE FROZEN MOUNTAINS TOGETHER, IT TOOK
A LONG TIME. THE WOLFRIDER CHIEF WAS
RIGHT. T MISSED YOU ALL.

A MONSTER! HE HAS
NO HAND: o

WHAT HE HAS
MAKES UP FOR WHAT
HE HASN'T, MARDU,

BELIEVE ME!

'WE DANCED FOR
U vou AL RIGHT, saNG
ALL WHO KNEW YOU PRAISE-FILLED
YOU MANY CRUSTINGS DEATHEONGS.
AGO, YOU MEAN! 5

BUT A6 IT
TURNG OUT...YOU FAILED!
THE PALACE...






