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development of the bishop that

should get priority.
8 a3

A useful move not only because
it prevents ... b4 but because it
prepares b4 and the minority attack
on the queenside which comes as
alogical consequence of the pawn

Structure.

8 .
5
10 243
112

Black prepares ..

00
e1
e
o
g7 and

L5 and so succecds inexchanging
hisinferior white-squared bishop,
but at what cost in time!

12 oo
[t
14 2316

g7
a6

Consistently piayed. In order
1o carry out the minority atiack

‘White gives up his black-squared
bishop. The pawn formation justi-
fies this again: the pair of knights
will b stronger than Black' bishop
and knight.

" .
15 a4
16 &xfS
17 b5,
18 axbs
19 bxes
20 Qa4

A standard minority attack
structure has been reached. Black's
backward c-pawn and inferior
minor picces make the endgame
favourable to Whit.

0 . 08
2 Ges we?
2 os

One would expect 22 g3.
n . w7
3 Bhs s
2 DS Dl
5 Bl @7
% g3 "
27 wa hs

An unnccessary move, weaken-
ing Black's castled position.

2 a1 206
2w wx7
30 wg2 wa

A useless move.
3z w2
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Play the Queen's Gambit

Buts
247
o281
@

plays aimlessly and his
endgame deteriorates.

Ha
&5
g1

b
2as
ars
9

Black prevents gd and is now

ready for

misses the point.

@héand... DO ILis
essential for White to couner this
plan simply because the knight
on 13 becomes a dominant piece
and the bishop loses its battle
versus the knight. Therefore &3
was in order. White, however,

0 46

3

£

ohe

In principle the exchange of a
pair of rooks would be useful, but
here it leads (o a strong passed
pawn on the hfile.

3. 2xgs
R dgs  an
3w

33 258 6534 &moves gl loses
White the h-pawn.

B . DS
34 hgs e
35 s he

Leaving o time for counter-
play.
36 Eal
36 axb6 s better but notenough.

36 .. bxa$ 37 a2 13 38 e h2
393 Zh7 40 Bl exf3+ 41 3
a4 White resigned.

PETROSIAN-ROSSETTO
Interzonal 1958

1 afs
2 a0 das
3 9
1 aa geT
5 exds exds
6 am 9
7 ¥ @6

Definitely weaker than Stahl-
berg’s 7 .. g6 n the previous game.
Black s planning a long manocuvre
of his queen’s knigh, but it i the
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Res Tc8 14 £xfé gl would
fully satisfy Biack. In the game
Timoshchenko-Kruppa, Frunzc
1988, after 10 Wa2 se6 11 Re2cs
12 241 &4 Black also stood well
Therefore in Karpov-Kasparov,
22nd match game 1985, Karpov
resortedto7 O3 &158h3c69p4
but 9 .. g6 10 Ges Dfd7 11
@xg6 fxgs 12 22 (on 12 £d3
Karpov justly considered 12-
b6 13 We2 cS 1o be good) 12,
@b6 13 0-0 wh8 14 &2 g5 15
23 06 1ed 10 equal play.

10 0040

At this moment White could
well continue 10 g4 @18 11 h3.
Then 11 ... @g6 12 0-0-0 (&h2
is not necessary) is advantageous
to White. Nor does 11 ... ¢5 12
dxes RS 13 0-00 46 14 g5

@hs 15 Le5 B8 16 &bl over-
come the difficultis.

0 .. o
nw

Preparing g4 and action on the
kingside. Black i facing problems,
mainly because he has no clear
counter-measures with which to
oppose White's clar stratcgic plan.

. Ses

The advance of the a-pawn,
advocated by some grandmsters,
seems to me somewhat slow and
ineffective.

2 ghl 28
13 &g
1 am not convinced that this
was the best option here, because
Black could answer 13 ... %d7
andif 14 &eS then 14 .. 16 follow-
edby ...c5. Therefore 13 gd scems
{0 me stronger, when 13 .. ¢S 14
&DS offers White the better pros-
pects
[ b5
Pointless.
14 ges

Very good. It forces the weak-
ening of the biack castled position.

M. b6
15 Gxes Db
16 gt @d7

Black was counting on this
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2

Now we sce why 27 ... hS was
dubious. White seizes the nitative.

. hxgs
33 gt BB
Blackis vulnerable. Heis trying
1o protect his second rank, but his
e-pawn is a constant worry and
moreover his king is more exposed
than appears at first.

36 88

This is what Rossetto had over-
looked n his defensive clcultions.
His positon collapscs llat one.

36 .. D5 37 gule s 38
T+ $e7 30 W4 Blackresigned.

TIMMAN-KARPOV.
Bugojno 1980

1 N
2 @ as
3 ae 2e7
4 exds exds
5 26 af
6

On6 2007 e3itisT ..cS
that makes the difference. I . c6
has not been played then there is
this alternative which seems fully
justified by two considerations.
The white kingis stiln the centre
and with the black-squared bishop
at f4 the pressure on d5 is small.
Both these facts make .. S logical.
The further 8 dxcS ixeS 9 @f3
06 10 62 (10 &bS fails t0 10,
04 11 0:00 @b4 12 Wbl @bdS)
10 ... 44, Karpov-Kasparov, 20th
match game 1985, led to an equal

position.
6 . 00

7 e

‘Thereis hidden poisonin7 &3
a5 7.5 can be met by § 22
@6 9 dxes xcs 10 0-0 e 11
e favouring White who has iso-
lated the black d-pawn. However,
‘modern grandmaster practice has
shown that 7 @13 is best answered
by7 ... &5 since 8 §b3 encounters.
8... &6 Itisevident that9 Wxb7
@bd offers excellent counterplay,
while 9 a3 ©a5 10 $a2 is well met
by 10 ..c5. After 11 dxes &xe5 12
b3 b6 the knight is indicectly
defended (13 braS xaS would
be disastrous for White), while 13
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alternative plan for Black, intend-
ing ...7 and perhaps .. g6 10
follow. No clear way has been
found, however, for Black tobreak
up White's kingside.

KORCHNOI-PETROSIAN
9th maich game 1980

1o o
2 @ ds

3 a4 af6
1an b7
5 cxds exds
6 &b o

L) L7

8w

On 8 $e2 Black can postpone
castling for a while and continuc
N D89 £d3 &6 10 28300,
thwarting White's action on the
Kingside. In that case White must
change his strategy and tura 1o

the queenside with 11 0-0 &hS
12 Babl preparing the minority
attack, which gives him an edge.
On 8 We2 &hS 9 ke Dxes 10
dxes causes Black diffculties due
10 his strayed knight. The game
Miles-Hartston, British Cham-
pionship 1985, continucd 10 .. g6
110-0-0 Ba5 12 814 2613 e2
D47 14 g4 with advantage.

8 . 00
9 a3 2e8
10 We2 B
000 bt
Although somewhat unexpected,
ot bad at all
12 gl wer
13 igs wes.
an 7
15 @es et

Petrosian fails 10 fathom this
sensitive postion. His last move
cerainly does notsatisfy s require-
‘ments. More circumspect was 15
- a6,

16 @ed axed
17 %ot 206
1B dxes  xed

On 18 ... #xc6 White can take
on e4, when 19 Wxed 16 20 dS
€xd5 21 @xbé fre5 22 2g3 with
further pressure on the d-ile is
advantageous o him. After the
text move White cannot take on
4 with advantage. For example:
19 Bxed Dxf4 20 Wxfd 26,
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suitable response. Both Korchnoi-
Petrosian and Timman-Karpov
saw White getting a good game by
castling long, preparing g4 and
placing a minor piece on e5.

s possible that Black should
also vary his plans. The Kasparov-
Karpov game, along with the notes
10 that game, show various possi-
bilities in which Black avoids ...
6, in some lines opening the posi-
tion up with . c5. Also, from the.
diagram position, 6 .. 00 7 €3
&5, mecting 8 Wb3 with &
e, proves playable for Black

The other system we consider
may start as follows:

[ as
2 ot o
3 & &e7
4 exds exds
5
5
7

The early move order is of

interest here. By playing 3 . fe7
Black’s main intention is 1o force
White to_commit himself to an
carly @03, which cuts White's
options down slightly after 4. 2f6
5 45, transposing back into main
lines. The one important variation
for White which does not merely
transpose into main lines is the
one leading to the diagram. By
persistently deferring the develop-
ment of his king's knight, Black
gives himself time to develop his
problem bishop on c8 at an early
stage. Should White play 7 £d3
or 7 &3 Black would have no
problems in developing and equal-
izing, The apparently violent 7 g4
s in fact White's only real way of
justifying his earlier move order.
After 7 ... &b, 8 ha is possible
and best met with 8 .. b6,
White's most popular  choice,
however, has been § 3, consoli-
dating his spatial gains and con-
inuing 10 restrict his opponent’s
development. White must casure,
of course, thal s pawn advances
do not create oo many weak
squares. Contrary to first appear-
ances, White does not necessarily
intend 1o castle long. Instcad,
when Black tries to break with

oS, White can try &1 and &g,
BothBotvinnik-Petrosian and
KorchnorKarpov saw § ... &6
9 3¢5 10 Bf3 0c6 11 w1 with
good prospecs for White, § ...
246 (Korchnoi-Spassky) is an
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2 c e
3 an das

3 e fer
5 oxds exds
6 &M

As an alternative 1o g5 in the
Exchange Variaton, &14has never
been in great vogue, bt it has
constantly sppeared in grandmasie
practice since the Sccond Warld
War. 10 is less active than 2g5,
but also less subjec to the simpli
fying continuations at Black's
disposal

Stahiberg did not fike 0 accept
passive situations and here he
Soles_the development of his
queen's bishop at once. There is
o doubl that the text move is
Black’s best option.

8 3 afs

9 4d3 2xd3

10 W3 @ba

Only now comes the develop-

ment of the queen’s knight - the
proper order of moves.

uow an

Natural was 11 ... 00 12 0-0
ZeB with level play,

12 et

So White has decided 10 play
on the kingside and castle long.

” .. e
13 &g
1do not grasp the idea behind
this move. 13 &e5 seems to me
more to the point, and advanta-
geous to White.

B s
14 B
15 000 gbe

Feeling the heat on the king-
side, Black reacts with the most
natural move. The exchanges will
cut down White’s potential attack-
ing possibilites.

16 b1 2xe3
17 W3 Wl
18 b3 Dot
19 Dxed dued
20 w2

The bishop being somewhat
stronger than the knight, and
with command of the b-file, White
has a favourable ending.

20 .. Zadt
2 a4

“This is not really necessary as
yet. The pressure on b7 should
come first, and therefore 21 bl
was corret.

. s
Making use of the welcome
pause, Black reacts properly, acti-

vating his pieces. The following
exchange on {5 can favour only
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19 aw2 an decisive effect.
“This is bad. Commentators have u . Soxds
pointed out that 19 .. &c7 20 25 Gxds  Tea
Dx7 W7 21 RxeT Wxe? 2 2 Thal  Wes

o3+ 8723 Waid Wai2leads o
an unclear sicwation. but that 20
et offers a clear advantage.
However, Black continucs 20 .
WA, eady to pul back thebishop
and jump into dS with the kaight.

The centralization of the white
pieces has been carried out in the
‘most instructive way. The conse-
quences are unavoidable. White
threatened &xb7 andin case of 26
.. Bd7 he would haye have won

20 b3 &as by 27 &f5. Ifinstead 26 ... b6 then
et o 3 Qs 3B
2 et £b6 27 GxbT Zdb8
HE
Ei.-—
30 g he
3B

Nowit's the turn of the e-pawn
0 fall.

a . 208
2 Ebds Babs
3 ey b7
34 Wes a1
3 o

But not 35 @xed Tads.

35 ... b7 36 b 6 37 @6
Of course, 22 @xb6 was possble, b 38 hS Wgd 39 a3 Tad 40 a2

but Korchnoi had in mind adecper &7 41 WIS+ WxfS 42 Zxfs 16 43

positional solution. 3 Fa6 44 Dxed Black resigned.

exds

acs

KOTOV-STAHLBERG
Zirich Candidates 1953
After the exchange on d6 White's

knight will oceupy the square with 1 ode a6
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Exchange Variation with 214

In our next o chapters we
conclude our survey of the Ortho-
dox System by examining lings in
which White plays 44 rather
than £g5. White places less im-
mediate pressure on the Black
centre than in the &g lines, but
on the other hand he provides
extra cover for his own strong-
point on 5 and eliminates any
opportunities for Black to offer
simplification with .. &S or .
@ed. On balance, White's possi-
bilities of quecaside play are re-
duced, but his chances of kingside
atiack are perhaps slightly en-
hanced.

“There are really two main forms
of the Exchange Variation with
£18: those in which Black plays
an carly .. &6, which are closely
akin 10 v s discussed in
chapter 1, and those in which Black
delays ... &6 and plays an carly

467 We consider these i turn

1oa as
2 o

3 aa a6
1 on &7
5 oxds exds
6 &6

m

Black's basic deployment of
picces is familiar from chapter I,
with standard plans being .. c6,.
@bd7. ... 00, .. Ze8, DM,
e, and perhaps meeting White's
We2 with ... g6 and .. &15. One
useful point for White (o note is
that . @ic6 can often be well met
by s,

‘White varies. Of the five games
we consider, only in one (Petrosian-
Rossetto) does White follow the
standard plan of castling kingside
and playing for a minority attack,
and that is only because Black
tres the inappropriate 6 ... ¢6 7
W2 Ba6. Kotov-Stahiberg saw
instead 7 ... g6, which is a more
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Korchnoi has assessed the posi-
tion well. His king in the middle
of the board s safer than Black's.
Taking on b2 only gives Whitcextra
time for action, and on 12... @cS
13 ©g5 is too strong.

n” . B
13 &bs

Simply 13 de2 was good, t0o.
Lo a8
14 Gt exdd

b4
WAZA AW A

15 46

By threatening mate Whit forces
15 .. Wxd, which leaves him with
4 crushing attack.

5. Wxdo
16 &as 8
17l 7
18 e

‘The winning tactical blow. The
rest ofthe game does not need any
comment,

15 ... Rgdt 19 &d2 WxdS 20
WxiB+ Gd7 21 Wb+ Wds 22
exd6 ad6 23 Tl Seb 24 Gd3
g8 25 g3 Tgd 26 b3 a5 27 Tael
428 brad Zg5 29 B4 &xa2 30
Zndd+ hos 31 Tel+ b6 32
Zbd+ $a6 33 Be7 TdS+ U $e3
ThS 35 b4 Tn6 36 Tbab7 K6 37
b4 Tgd+ 38 S Dedt 39 bd6
Rd4+ 40 GeS Tgd 41 D7+ Sbe
42 a5+ b5 43 TabT+ xS 44
202 Black resigoed.
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Peruvian Variation

1o as Black gets dangerous attacking
2o 9 chances after 6 due6 cxdd 7 exi7+
3 aa a6 @x7, but White can opt for asafe.
4 ags ) edge with 6 £x16.

A| FURMAN-BRONSTEIN
Moscow v. Leningrad 1967

% 1o @fe
] i
3 aa ds
w u 4 aes B
ABAB  comiousonsoferenas
CHERE e
gl
Thi move s ggrrive, but i s Bk
By Gecopmes s urly k' kg s i and ek
ottty o weser S
ey 33 0l whem 3 -l Whows socces as ot b
o ik i s Do S s ot o

form of the Tarrasch Defence; 6 tinuations. known under the name
edis sirong, Toatiempt to justify  of the Peruvian Variation, appear
his play. Black must gambit. 5 .. from time to time in grandmaster

k6 Bxdé 467 Ted Be63 G praciice
gives White a ood game (Furman- < ous
Bronstin). 5 - 8 isaninterest.

ing ey (KorchnorKaraajicand 5 f3 cxdé 6 Wadd transposes

n
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played 27 ... f6.

®n

Most unpleasant. It is 100 late
ur 28 {6 now, since 29 f5 fxg5
W 136 favours White,

8 . Bxdt
29 Gt extd
0 W4 W
3 an B
2 g

With Black’s knight out of play
Pakhis opens up his opponent’s
Sinside,

2. wes
Y Wbt
M ogphs  @d7
3 Eal we7
% mgst o8
37 whe Resigns

Wack could not play 36 ... xg6.
o to 37 Exd7, and now 37 .6
W W+ wins 2 piccs.

TAL-KELLER

Zorich 1959
1en ot
2 o <
3 @a as
) 6
5 kgs dxed
6 ot

Afier 6 €3 bS Black has better
prospects of keeping his material
advantage.

In Cebalo-Piner, European
Team Championship 1987, 6 a4
was metby 6 .. &b 7 ¢4 xc3t
8bxcd Wa'§ 965 @4 10 42 WdS
11 62 5 12 0 &6 with Black
having pressure in the centre. 10
el was more cautious,

An alternative to the standard
7 5, introducing sharp, double-
edged play.
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"o a6
1 00 w1
1S Zabl &S
16 Wad 28
7 3

Fingorn-Yudasin, USSR Cham-
prensship 1988, saw 17 of Bxcd 18
Uxed Wxced 19 EdL with good
attcking chances for White, but
Hlack could simply have ignored
e pawn offer with 17 . Wes,
whew White's queenside could
ecome weak in an endgame.
L e
Again Black unwisely captures
e pwn, and again 17 . Wes
wanbetter. After this Kasparov
1§ Wel, aiming for the
~quare, and if 18 . @gs 19
0 it asight cde for Whit.
Mavbe Black can try 18 ... hS.

" wes wer

20 #xis 00

Hjartarson, worried about the
lines opening up agaiost his king
i the centre, Necs with his king o
the kingside. Yet all White has to
doto winnow istoreach the g-file
with a rook. 20... #c3 s no better:
Kasparov gives the line 21 ¢5 Ef§
22 Bxd7 xd7 23 Bdl+ bed 24
15 Wt 25 ¢6, winning for White.
The only way to avoid immedia
loss, according to Kasparov, is
20 . Hg8 21 exts Wid 22 &il
Wi 23 el + 1S 24 Wdor g7
25 23 Beb 26 Wad+ Wb 27
Wxd7. Even here White stands
much better; all his pieces are
active and centralized, while the
black king is cxposed and the
knight on a5 very badly placed.

P "
2 1 ho
2 wxhe s
2 e

Black is fast running out of
ways 10 keep the approaches (o
the g-ile covered, while if now 24
@c6 then 25 hed.
24
2 Tas
And if now 25 ... Wxb the
remaining white ook finds an
original route (o the battlefront:
26 W6+ hs 27 Ba3
5 . y
2 W4 Resigns

L6
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butthen 9 e4 dxed 10 xed Rbt+
11 e2 s similar 10 the variations
above but with Black a tempo
down. Interesting too is 11 &l
WS 126500 13 Wed(preventing.
~¢)13... £a5 14 Td] &e7 15hd
€5 16 <2, Stempin-Bany, Poland

In order 1o avoid e4 Black
chooses a different move order -
7. 2468 43 We? 900 &7
when 10 ¢4 is well met by 10
dxcd 11 facd 5, but White in
turn can avoid this by 10.cS &7
11 ed dred 12 Sxed 00 13 b4 with
a spatial advantage.

5 kxed  4ds
10 00 weT
e

After the game Psakhis was of
the opinion that 11 @ie4 &7 12
We2 was preferablc. | would add:
11 Tel 00 12 &ed &7 13 b3
2d8 14 We2 when Black faces
difficultes in extricating himsell
from a passive position.

"o &
@s @b
13 43 0

Black has 10 allow the weaken-
ing of his pawn structure because.
13 ... cxdS 14 GndS @xdS 15
Rad+ is advantageous o White

14 dxes bxcs
@hd

The 15 square beckons.

15 .. 208
16 ns e
17 afs wis

18 fxes Wt
19 Whe

19 ... g6 was threatencd. From
4 the queen, combined with an
intended Eadl, puts maximum
pressure on d8. White hopes 1o
dominate the open file

. 28
20 Tadl W

Simple and good. Black does
not cede the file,

2 an
White has not achieved an im
mediate advantage and now he
decides Lo transfer the knight (o
the other wing.
a. wh7
Psakhis gave 21 ... ©ad 22 b

@5 with the idea of .. &b and
2as.

2 oa I
) Weo
2 b3 hs

A quite unnecessary weaken
ing.
5 o8 s
% g5+ s
27 WS Bl
Dolmatov overlooks 2 tactic
blow; otherwise he would have
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draw) 17 ... WeS+ 18 b1 0-0 19
42 EfeS 20 WD &b 21 &N
8xa2+ 22 dal and White repelled
Black's attack. Yet itis in this ine
that Black should seck his chances.
Bronstein's text move is weaker
than 16 ... 36.

17 &n Wes+
18 We was
19 @gs 415
20 Let

This is the point. The endgame
sesulting from the following ex-
changes will favour White.

0 .. e
A @5 gl
2 Tdl e
23 bt Reds

In order 10 control d6 Black
must give up some material

24 2xes bxes
25 Dar X6
26 Bed Zhs
27 x4 Lad

8

"

Soon 16 will get the knight out
of it tight spot.

28 ...

2
30
3
2
3
3
3
36

B
[3 06
Bxe s

2d6. “

2 22
I o
@2 a2
B ds

ap1

“The black king is in a predica-
ment. The threatened mates will
tie down his forces to the defence
of various vital points, allowing

the passed b-pawn (o stroll vi

toriously down the fle.

3.

hB 37 B gh 38 046

@B 39 Of5 Kab 40 bd Te8 41
Dff T+ 42 G Black esigned.

KORCHNOI-KARAKLAJIC

USSR v.
!
2
3
3
s

With

Yugoslavia 1959
as 3
ot Iy
@y das
&5, 5
ds e

White's _black-squared

bishop offside, Black sacrifices a
pawn_hoping for compensation
through the pressure on White's
b-and d-pawns afterthe carly sally
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violent attack after 16 Wad+ B
17 Zadl or 16 ... 26 17 exi7+
WAL 18 Exc6 bx:

16 Wadr
7o
18 g1

Preventing 18 ... fxe6. There is
o time for 18 .. cxb2 due to 19
Tabl ¢ 20 403 and Black will
ot be able 10 withstand the pres-
sure on the d-fil.

8. Wt
19 b

“Talsurprisingly mises the strong
19 @Bt WAS 20 exf? or 19 ..
65720 bac3 0621 Tabl+ g7
Rexl et

.. 2es
@

20 64 €6 gives nothing, but
s creates new difficultes. Tal
ronsidered 20 ... xe7 21 @5
L6 22 DxeT+ Wre? 23 403 a7
24 Tdbl with further pressure in
apite of the missing material. Vet
hat was certainly better for Black
ihan the weak move he now plays.

0 . 26
U g b
2 abs

Shamkovich later found the nice
2 Gixch Wach 23 Hxds Wxds 24
&(1or22 .. 2xc623 Babl+ $a7
24 Wkt WxeT 25 b6 4bS 26
BT+ Wxd? 27 cS, winning in

both cases.
2 . wes
2 et St
0r 23 . Wgs 24 a7,
24 bt Bxgt
3 Dxed  Waed
Otherwise 26 D4+
% Qd6+ T
7 et Hxed
28 wa 2es

In such games the defender
sooner or later errs, even though
he has already passed the worsi.
1t happens 10 Keller, too, who
misses the natural 28 ... Txe7 and
loses at once.

29 Zb7+ xb7 30 WdT+ b8
31 eB=W Txed 32 WxeB+ &7
33 Wd7+ b8 34 Bcé Black re-
Signed.

BRONSTEIN-BOTVINNIK.
8th match game 1951

I das
2 et o
3 aa af
iaen ey
5 s dxes
6 et bs
7 e 9
8 ghe
On 8 406 gx6 9 ad Black

replies 9 . a6 intending 10 axbs
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into the famous game Pillsbury-
Lasker, when 6 .. &¢7 would give
Black a fine game, while $ &0
€xd4 6 @xd i not recommendable
ue 106 . ¢S 7 D (7 @dbs a6
8 Wad 2479 cxdS Wb6) 7 . o4
8 &S e7. when Black has no
problems whatever.

5 . exdd

“This s seminiscent of the Hennig-

Schara Gambit in the Tarrasch
Defence. The fact that .. &6 and
2g5 arc added favours White,

6 Wxdd

6 Wad+ helps Black to get rid
of the pin, and 6 .. Wd7 7 #xdd
c6 followed by .. DxdS gives
him good play.
6 27
On 6 ... &1c6 7 4xf6 is advan-
tageous to White.
7
70040 0r 7 Bl are met by the
simple 7 ...exds. Taking the pawn
with the whole kingside undevel-
oped I would not recommend.

7. 6
8 wa

8 &5 s me by 8 .. 0-09 fxch
b6 10 16 316 11 ¢5 <5 with
2 good game, and 8 Wed by §
Bba.

[ Qs

”

The other line, 8 ... &xed, has
been refuted. 9 @xed exdS 10
&xe7 WxeT 11 #xdS s not as
dangerous for White as it may
ook at first glance. 11 .15 12
b5, as played in Mikenas-A.
Zaitse, USSR Championship Semi-

Finals 1963,

‘advantageous to

White, and I1...0-0 123 @b4 13
Wod 86 14 WeS WeS 1S BxcS
22+ 16 $d2 Dal 17 Dxch o
18 £d3 (Korchnoi)is clearly bad
for Black.

The text move is far more dan-

gerous for White

9
10
1
n

14
15

exds
“
2
xhd

wn

we2
000

QxS
nt
exds
Wrha+
e+

26

In the correspondence game
Lukacs-Hardicsay, Hungary 1974,
White played 15 O3 d4 16 &cd,

by 16
then 17

White,

15
16

i Black very strong play

317 $e3 G 17 Wxdd
05 18 Q1Q200) 17 ..
0.0, Indispensabl in this line s
16 ©b5 with sharp play favouring

s

o
o0

Gabran-Arsenicv, USSR (cor-
respondence) 1967/68, continued
16 ... a6 17 @a3 (17 15 WS+ 18
a2 Wb+ 19 Gel WS+ is 3
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7. e

Atthe time Pachman proposcd
7. b48 Dbl 69 Rafb Wxf6 10
&xc4 g6, but Taimanov con-
tinued the analysis with 11 Gbd2
W52 12 g1 3 13 We2followed
by 0-0:0 with an initiative well
worth the sacrificed pawn. On 7

267 probably the best is what
Ribli played against Inkiov in the
1986 Dubai Olympiad: 8 axbs
€xbS9 BxbS Rxed 10 xcs b+
11 83 @bd7120-0. Thesharper
85 h6 9 416 gxl6 10axbS cxbS
11 2xb5 was met by [1 .. b6 12
Wad 26 with g0od counterplay in
i-Lukacs, Vinjacka Banja 1987,
7... b4 hasbeen in vogue in recent
years but after 8  h6 9 exf hxgS
10 fxg? Tg8. both 11 hd gt 12
&cs Txg 13hSand 11 g3 4b7 12
42 &7 1300, Lobron- Werner,
‘Cannes 1988, offer better chances
10 White.

Keller chooses what in my opi-
nion represents the critical line.

8 &l exf6
9 he2 a6
10 00 b7
1 ods

While the king is in the centre
‘White tries to open the position.
The breakthrough is rather dan-
gerous and it was probably more
accurate for Black to develop the
knight instcad of playing 9 .. 26,
in which case dS would evidently
lose it present force.

n . exds

11...bé is not recommendable,
because of 12 dxe6 bxe3 (if 12 .
36 simply 135 is goodenough)
13 exf7+ with a strong atack. but
11 &¢5, keeping the positionas
closed as possible, was more pru-
dent.

12 exds be
In case of 12 ... &d7 White
would play 13 axbSaxbs 14 xadt
£xa8 15 b3,
13 as e
14 dxes
“The lasting and dangerous il

ative brought by this move justifies
the sacrifce.

- bxcd

On 14 ... fxe6 Tal considered
15 Gad.

15 a4 B8
15 .. cxb2 leads toan even more
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9 46

900 is not sufficient owing to
9... WxpS 10 Wad+ 26 11 Dxch
xe3. Nor has Black reason to
worry about 9 &bS &xc3+ 10
bxed a6 11 @6+ e, However,
9 242 WeS 10 £bS+ 27 11 &3
b6 12 243 00 13 0-0 offers
‘White the better chances.

9 . nedt

If Black decides to finish his
development and plays 9 gaf6
1000 247, then 11 3l &6 12
23 4x33 (12 .. &7 13 BabS)
13 T3 gives White the advan-
e

0 b e

1 oen

On 11 Wa2 Black exchanges

quecns with approximatcly cqual
play afer 12 &xd2 gt 13 2bS.
Bt be careful not to play 11 ..
Waal+ when 12 ®e2 Wihl 13

@xe6 wins.
"o Wet+

On 11 . gxf6 12 Tcl a$ an
old analysis gives 13 £b5+ e?
14 €5 fre 15 @S, considering
Black fost and demonstrating it
by IS . exdd l6 Wes+ 16 17
WS+ I7 18 Res+,or15.. 616
Bed, or 15 . @7 16 WgS+ I
17 Bxch+ Exch 18 &xd7 Wabt
19 gl exdd 20 Sxcé Wxa2 21 hd
etc. However, in the game Oll-
Dokhoyan, Vilnius 1988, there
came insiead in this final line 2
bolt of lightning - 1§ . @8, after
which White could find nothing
better than 19 Gxe+ fxeb 20
Uho+ 1721 el 18 2 WS+
@e7 with a draw. Thishittle novelty
aroused now interest in the Vienna
Variation. 13 hd has been tried in
several games, with compensation
for the sacrificed pawn in betier
development

17 e a7

On12... £47 Alekhine leftusa
‘miniature. In 1941 he beat Bogol-
jubow with 13 Tel Wab 14 Dxc6
Wie6 15 Teb+ 2xc8 16 BB mate.
Black is a pawn up, but he cannot
yet take on 16 and, as we have just
scen, he also has (o take precau-
tions on the d-file. Hence the text

13 47 3
14 2l was
15 2
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7 owss e L bs

28 Zgl W3 § ... &b4 with pressure on the
2 D 6 centat ponns b i e el
30 Wi+ wds

LTt et

L L AR Ty e
o X ‘@xed 12 WI3 6 is at least un-

v S

Timeoubleinuenees e oy

af my opponent, t0o. 33 ... ed o w2
draws. 1 have my doubts about this
3w s move, e shoud iy 9 462
3 et Resigns -
5 . 8

On other moves White would

PASSKY-PACHMAN castle long, Pachman reacts cor-

o ot
1 d4 d5 10 &es Wxdd
1e e
183 W e esmey
5 RgS h6
6 Rhd dxcd n .. b6
T e ven stronger was. !
P . songr v 1 - W5

when the coming ... &3bd7 forces

i aton
IALUeE o

17 g

A 13 % &1

B A on 1. spassky intended
14 dna

&
4 o ot
&

15 dxpd @67

Anintermediate 15... 1S would
AW be very valuable here and soon we

B BWE SRR sy

16 e
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4 &e7 kept the balance. Kara- 0B @66
e R o
e Bas &
[ Bar ea
Better than 24 Rd7 Wed,

24 .. e

Bas T

25 ... Eb8 26 K7 a6 27 Bfel
would not change the course of
events.

2 WS  E7

27 W

ie d

2 5
30 exds Wds

woe e B8 H

15 Wxe6t 27

16 fed Whs B Bt
34 d6 wa

17 Tl am

17, G0 181 Wgs 1915 Wxc  OF 24 - Hel 35 2.

20 fxch Bxfl+ 21 Znfl+ 016 22 35 et Hes
€5 e 23 exfe+ gxib 24 B0 and 3 Wi Resigns
White wins.
18 Wer bs
19 23 SMYSLOV-WADE
Havana 1964

Trifunovié's combination fin-
ishes here. He calculated_ well

B ety et L@ an
e b e 18 %
ol oo oD, 393 &
Bick's main problem 5 that ne das o dbu
Tih o B s on 288 &
e 0 S8, S
oo [
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7. W <o keep the iniitive
8w s . s
Trifunovics 8 . A4S prob o 19 g 1 ad in mind 20

ably more diffcul 10 mect, but g a7 86 1
before this game was played the oy B0 21 337 46 22 Wbk

line chosen as Black by Pomar

was_considered highly dubious 2 o
for White.

9 axfs 6

10 ‘axbs exbs

11 s axbs

12 a8 &bt

13 2a ey

14 zal g8

There s no doubt that Black's
pressure looks very menacing.
i i a crtcal moment where
easy solutions do not work (for
example, 15 13 {5) and I concluded
{hat development was esentil
So. Probably uncxpected by my
opponentand rathe strong. 20
15 g2 g2 &xf3 was threatened and White
Mari e proposed 15...Axg2  needs a pause. which he gets ficy
16 dgl Wd6and if 17f4 then 17 20... £xdS 21 e, while 20 .. exd$
€5 18 &f3 (18 dxeS WeS 19 %2 allows 21 Ea7 as earlier.
a3 8 b withanunclear 30

siwation. o
A dxes e

16 wn 22 2 zal sc6

17 W WS B a0 exdd
3 s u W2 W5

19 b 25 en @es

% m b

‘White has foreed the exchange
of the black-squared bishop, but AU this moment I had_only
he has had to weaken his second  seconds left on my clock. 27 Zg!
rank.The position remains crtical  wins easily, but I played a weake!
and 19 h4 was necessary in order  move.
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‘would have led 10 one of the main
lines of the Queen’s Gambit Ac-
cepted, not covered in this volume.
5 e4 ¢S 6 dS is another Queen's
Gambit Accepted line, sharper
than most and probably somewhat
in White's favour; play generally
continues 6 .. ¢xd5 7 ¢5 Qfd7 &
%5 2679 ExeT Wxe? 10 Dxds
.

6 B
7 dxes exds
B Oxdt  aucdt
9 b3 Was

9 ... h6 10 xf6 $xf6 11 0-0
followed by 4 and e gives White
the better chances, but 10 &hd
proves advantageous, too, since
10 ... g5 fails 10 11 Rg3 @xed
12 265 16 13 Whs+ &% 14 WE3
or 1200 13 W3 Was 14 23
(Lukacs).

10 8bs &a7

10 ... @bd7 i strongly met with
11 &6 gxf6 1200, Black hasalso
experimented, mostly unsuccess-
fully, with 11 ... xc3+ 12 &1
(6. Black s fine after 13 Dxe6
Wes, Lobron-Zsu Polgar, Dort-
mund 1990, though he or she must
avoid 13 ... fxeb 14 Bel and 15
‘Tuck+. Simple development proved
a better plan in Adorjan-Chernin,
Debrecen 1990: 13hd &¢7 14 2n3
Was 15 Zbl Ed8 16 Wel and
Black was in trouble. 13 Hcl did
not improve on this in Nikoli-

Gelfand, Candidates (4 1991. After
I3.. Wb 14 b4 a6 15 dad de7
16 Eh3 @8 17 4b3 d7 18 Bed
Was 19 We2 Dac8 20 Zhed b6 21
a4 Bhd8 22 gl e5 23 D5+ 43
24 exfs 26 25 Tg I 26 Sh2
34427 Bxdd exdd Black had the
initiative.

axfs a6
2 W 26

12 .. 00 has also been tied.
but after 13 0-0 White is bettcr,
for example 13 ... ©c6 14 Dxct
2xc6 15 &xch bxe6 16 Hael
Habs 17 Wed G818 €5 and
White was set 1o exploit Black's
weak kingside, Novikov-G.Geor-
gadze, Lvov 1990.

13 g

White maintains the tension
and trusts in his lead in develop-
‘ment. The whole line with 10 b1
dates only from the late 19805, it
initially White ried the picce sac

dfice 13 &xd7+ Gxd7 14 Dxet
here. White gets good compens

tion alter 14 ... fxe6 15 Wxeb!
@48 16 Edl WS 17 lo+ b
18 W6+ &c8 19 c4, Litinskayn

Alexandria, Chaltubo 1988. Black
can however decline the sacrifice
Tukmakov-Dzhandzhgava, Sim

feropol 1988, continued 14 . Hek
1500 Txc3 16 D7+ &8 17 Wl
xg7 18 Wi+ WS 19 Wad? W
and the game was soon drawn
level rook cndgame.
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2 3 Venice 1969, where there followed
3 an @f6 9¢d e5 10 d5 &b 11 Wh3 &e5
4 @a 6 12 22 00 13 00 Bd§ 14 ad a5
5 2g5 he with equal play.

6 &l However, White does not have

10lose time in order (o prepare ¢4
When White wanistoasoidthe 3% (0he OO PERITC,
omplex posons ansing afer eI ELet S e Wak 10
o A&ha, he chaoses this simple 9300 1153 B 13 a3 with
move. Ehdl 10 follow, or 9 ... #f4 10
W43 47 11 g3 W7 12 2g2 D7
13 Thel followed by . White's
play is casier, but the position is
approximately level,

‘Apart from 7 ¥b3 and 7 ¢4
White has tried 7 ¢3. Tukmakov-
Sveshaikov, Sochi 987, continued
7. @78 kg2 k7 9 00 dxed
10 Ded WFS 11 Ba2 b6 1224
W5 13 W2 00 and Black stood
well.

7.
8 4w

On 8 Wb3 Black should reply
8 ... 26 in order 10 be able (o

@41

T méet 9ed by 9. dxcé 10 kxcd es.
ot a long time White used to
ylay 7 W03, intending to continue 8- dxed
<4 but preventing .. &b4t first.  Black docs not have to cede
Mack would choosé between7... the cenire and can_ play 8

AVKa3(ifBedthenB..ad9 WE2  &bd, butafter 9 0.0 We? 10 el
1)K 24 9 &xad dxcd 10 We2  (better than 1023 &xc3 11 bxe3
Wik 11 &cd b 12 Tdl @7 dxcd 12 &xcd e, as pointed out
twith a further fianchetto, e4 and by Gellen) 10 ...0-0 1123 £6 12
ater dS White can get somewhat ¢35 &¢7 13 e4, o more accurately
ecr chances),and in my opinion 11 ... dxc4 12 xc4 £d6 13 ed 5
ie hetter 7 _.dxcd § Bxcd &7, 14 d5, he has not equalized.

Jinying for ¢S asinlvkov-Paoli,  Anotheralternative is 8 .. £6
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Viewsa Variation 169

A beautiful move. The bishop
is eft en prise and @5 prepared.
15 £h6 has been played with suc-
cess, but one is atiracted by this
move of Euwe’s, logical and beau-
ful at the same time. Maderna-
Szabo, Mar del Plata 1948, con-
tinued 15 216 Des 16 WhS Was
(16 .. &3 17 ©bS) 17 &4 fics
18 @xh]

18 wds
16 &he a6
The best defence. @bS could
ot be tolerated.
17 g @es
18 Whs et
19 W B
‘Wade overlooks the strong re-
sponse. Correct was 19 ... &f6.
20 e

The pawn s taboo, but cap-
turing on €3 is also hopeless

2 .. 26
2 e 247
2w b
23w ans
24 x5 ot
25 1 g7
26 Wne e
n B Weho

8 axh EB
The passed pawn now decides

9 au a6
30 & 0400
3w Bes
2 mhs dgs
3 g il

34 Hae bes
35 mder 7
36 b7 8
37 Exgs Txgs
3 agst en

OF 38 . e6 39 416 ctc.

39 The Resigns

KASPAROV-HJARTARSON
Tilburg 1989

1de an
2 a0 s

3 6

1a dxet
s et ab4
6 ags

Note carcfully this aliernative
‘move order to reach the main line
of the Vienna; it is White's sharp-
est response 10 4 ... dxed. 5 €3 ¢S
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Very strong indeed. White is
threatening &xe6, while on 16
0-0:0 his knight jumps t0 eé.

16 . @es

17 &hs

Now the bishop has become
unpleasant.

17 . a8
18 We @d3
19 wi 00

After 19 .. 378 20 @ed Blackis
facing other difficultes.

20 e it
21 gfel

Pachman must have been relying.
‘on his last move, which scemingly
thwarls White's atack, but Spass-
ky's 21st has a fine point: 21
@xeS s refuted by 22 e+, while
20 .. xel loses 10 22 Wgd+ fol-
lowed by 23 Trdd and 24 We2.

u . 8
Several commentators thought
2. g7 was stronger
2 a6
The problem is that Black can-
not tolerate this knight, and un-

fortunately has 1o take it with his
rook.

2 .. @el
23 Hxel 2nds
24 eds &6

25 b w2

Aloss of concentration. Wishing
10 have a passed pawn of hisown,
Pachman misses a tactical threal.

26 %7 a7

Pachman later showed that 26
.. Wed 27 el Walt 28 $hy
Exf? fails to 29 Zxeb Gg7 30
Wga+ 18 31 Wg6 and Black i
helpless
2 R wa

27 c5 loses 10 28 Wxl6+ and
27 . @xeS 10 28 al? Wed 29
WIEE &7 30 TneS Walt I
h2 Wes+ 32 4 W4 33 BT
e

2847 2829 Wx6 Bnd730 Bed
Black resigned.

PSAKHIS-DOLMATOV
Minsk 1982

' a das
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Peruvian Variation s

(@) 8 &3 cxdd 9 exdd &b 10
£bS+ 247 11 &xd7+ Dxd? 12
Be2 gxcd+ (12, Je8 13 Tedis
also better for White) 13 Txe3
W30 14 dxed fuct 1500, Spassky-
Uitumen, Sochi 1966, with a clear
advantage to White.

(b) 8 dxeS (the older continu-
ation) § .. &xcs 9 3 &bi 10
&b5+ 7 11 &xd7+ Oxd7 12
©e2 Heb 13 dxeb fxe6 14 D2
Wa3 and now Neistadt recom-
mended 150-0 xc3 16 $d3 &eS
17 #bS+ BT 18 Wxb7+ g6 19
of the queen to b6. Dfg+ $h6 20 Bxe6 Thgs 21 4

6 an with an auack.

On 6 dxe6 Black does not reply 6 - o
6... &xcbbecauscof 7 d5.Norcan  Now on the contrary 6 .. Wxb2
6. #xb27 Ld2cxdd 8 Ebl Wad  was indispensable: 7 el Dnds
5 bS Wes 10 Wad satisfy him.  or 7 4 Whi+ & £42 #a and
Bu he has at his disposal the  Black is safe. In taking on d¢
sharper and stronger 6 __cxdd 7 Karaklajié commits a serious rror.
o7+ $af78 Gad 44T 9 A2
£xd2+ 10 Wxd2 W65 11 b3 fch 7 &xts &6
12 & Ee8, proposed by the 8 s
Soviet master Borisnko, withcom- 1 i quite possible that Black
pensation lor the pawn. ILs DEUET g noy sxpecs 1 strang move,
for White 10 give back the pawn  offering eliner a bad endgame of
and develop as quickly sspossible, & furiker tacical Sk moh. n
an old method in such positions.  which White loses his castling
Korchnoi s trying to do exaclly  pights bur for quite attractive
this. Butapart fromihe textmove  oore il 0
there is the well-trodden_path

introduced by 6 &xf6 Wxb2 (or6 8 . 28
8167 €3 @x628 £bS+ followed 9 Wxs Rane

by ©ge2) 7 el gxfb. Here White 10 at 2m

can_choose between two good 241

continuations:
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1 believe in simple moves and
simple principles. White recaptures
the pawn and develops his bishop.
There is nothing more natural

7. exdd

It is important for White that
7 .. Ax3+ 8 bred Was can be
met effectively. White sacrifices a
pawn for a lead in development
and after 9 2116 Wxcl+ 10 2d2
406 11 dxeS 271200 Dxcs 13
Ecl Wd# 14 W13, as played in an
old game, he had much the superior
position.

s ox aar

We shall scc what happens
after § .. Wa5 and 8 ... fxch+
in our final (Wo games. Another
alternative worth mentioning is
Ragozin's 8 . $e7. The well-known

game Averbakh-Estrin, played in
1964, went on 9 Wb3 £xc3t (on
9... WeS the bestis 10 £x16 gaf6
11700) 10 #xc3 @xed 11 @bS
WS 12 ¥xg? R 13 4h6 W2t
15 $d1 Bd7 15 Hel Gef6 16
xe6 Wxb2 17 Eel and Estrin
cesigned. The long history of this
variation shows again and again
that Black’s chances are best pre-
served in the natwral, developing
continuation in the main text.

9 00 2xd
10 b3 WS
1 L6

In principle oneshould not lose:
a single tempo in such positions.
Yet modern practice hasexplored
other possibilties: 11 3 0-0 12
We2 Dgh, wrongly assessed in
ECO as beuter for White, and 11
£h4 00 12 Tel, offering a pawn
for betier development and. the
iniiative.

0
Abse ol

Commenting on his game, Tri-
funovié considered 12 .. &d7and
gave 13 5 2xbS 14 1xbS WxbS
15 exf6 g6 16 WP as advantageous
for White, However, after 16...15
17 Rabl We6 18 Zxb7 W3 we
have a drawish rook endgame. In
Lputian-Yusupov, USSR Cham-
pionship 1987, White tried to
punish 12 .27 by the quiet 13
bl but 13... Zd8 14¢5 D45 15
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Bowinnik's Variation w

for example an carly .. Egh
(Smyslov-Bronsicin) or an carly

06, or . bd and . Was. but
Kusparov-Tal scems 1o be the
theoretcally critcal fine, satis-
factory for Black

There are deviations prior 1o
e diagram posiion. Instead of
9 GxgS White can also try 9 exfe
sahd 10 €S (Bronsiin-Botwinnik)
Jithough Black appears to stand
icasonably well. Mecting 6 . bs
with7 4 (Tal-Keller salso sharp,
although not an obviousimprove-
et on the main lncs.

Black, it has o be added, is ot
orced 10 enter the storms of the
Howvinnik Variation after 5 R
3.6 s & perfecly respectable
1eply, reaching a more standard
wpe of Queen's Gambit position
alier 6 216 (Psakhis-Dolmatov).
111 doubiful whether 6 &hd dxcé
should give White anything, either
iliee the complex 7 ed (Spassky-
Pachman) or the simpler 7 €3
(Marovit-Pomar).

MAROVIC-POMAR

Olon 1969
K3 as
2o o
3 an afs
1 a3 o
5 2g8 he

When Black wanis (0 avoid the

complex lines after 5 ... dxed he
often fesorts to the fext move,
forcing White cither to give up his
pair of bishops or (o play &hd.
allowing Black (o capture on cé in
evidently more favourable circum-

stances.

‘We consider 6 &x(6in Psakhis-
Dolmatov.

6. dxes

There s no reason for White to
worry about 6 ... &b 73 Was
as § Wb @ed 9 Bel parrics
Black's pressure. Here it is

portant that a further 9 ... g5 10
£g3 @47 11 &d3 hS can be met
by 12 dned e 13 002 h 14

.

7 e

7 ed is examined in the next
game,
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26 Play the Queen's Gambit

position White is on the point of
destroying the black kingside, and
he wil indeed emerge a pawn upin
most variations. Black's queenside
fortress is however very powerful
considerable pressure can be placed
on the weakened white d-pawn,
and . c5 isa very useful break to.
have in reserve. 1f al goes well for
Black ke will have pressure on
two important diagonals, ag-hl
and a7-g1 (possibly also b8-h2)
and two important files, the d-
‘and ik, The stem-game Denker-
Bowinnik is 2 drastic example
of Black’s attacking possibiites.
Neither, though, is White short of
possibilites if he plays imagina-
tively. Indeed, the whole variation
for Black was under acloud in the
early eightics, with striking vietories
for White in three critical lines
(sce the games Timman-Ljubojevic,
Polugayevsky-Torre and Kasparo
Dorfman), but Kasparov-Tal saw
an important improvement for
Black and a rehabilitation of the
whole variation

From the diagram position Black
usually takes the knight (9 ..
hxgS). 9... ©AS 10 &7 @xha 11
@xh8 &b s wild and ferocious
attempt o scize the initiative by
means of an additional exchange
sacrifice, but Timman-Ljubojevic
shows that White can beat off the
atiack,

After 9 . hxgS 10 &xgS @bd7
11 ext 457 White's safest and

bestplan s to fianchetto his bishop
with Lilienthal's 12 ¢3 (which can
also be played at move 11). Inthis
way White breaks some of the
pressure along two diagonals, with
the bishop challenging along %
Bl and the pawn chain blocking
b2, 12 262 (Denker-Botvinniki
i definitely 10 be avoided.

On 12 g3, Black usually opens
up the long diagonal immediately
with 12 ¢5. 12 ... Wb6 is an
alternative, but 13 g2 000 14
0-0 @es (Smyslov-Botvinnik) 13
dxeSisavery dangerous positioni
queen sacrifice.

12c5 13 d5 @6 is met by n
remarkable rook sacrifce, 14 dxch
Wxdi+ 15 Tadl Axnl 16 €7 ut
17 b4 (Polugayevsky-Torre)
which Whites kingside pawn may
ority, s0 often merely asubsidiary
feature, becomes a mighty attack
ing force.

“Theory after 13 b6 14 &k
000 15 00 b4 16 &as W
runs very deep and complicated
Kasparov-Dorfman is a deservedly
famous game in which Kasparo:
refuted an attempted improvemenn
atmove 30in a wild and seemingly
chaotic position. In Kasparov-Tl
Black demonstrated aninnovation
at move 22, buta recent correspon
dence game (Krausser-Gonther)
sugests that White has an cven
earlier improvement involving
queen sacrifice.

‘There are other plans for Black.
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Viena Variation 159

9 000 he

Anotherattempt o escape
the pins is 9 .. Was, but in
Vyslouzil-Mikula, Czechoslovak
Championship 1949, Whiterefuted
it by the ingenious 10 exf6 dxc3 11
1xg? exb2 12 @bl Wxad 13
JXRS=W - 08 14 £e2 ete.

9 ... 2xc3 is one of Black's
more recent attemps to restore
credivility o the old gambit. Yeu
Wt remains questionable whether
such an unprovoked decision was
hecessary. After 10 bxed b6 11
oxf6 hxgs 12 fxg7 Bg8 13 hd g4
(13... 27 was tougher, although
14 hxgS Wb6 15 Wxed or 14
W27 15 ThE 000 16 Txgh Dngh
17 cxdé, Rajkovié-Campos, Leon
1988, ae both advantageous to
White) 14 &xd4 Was failed because
ol 15 &xch Wxc3+ 16 bl bxeb
17 Wb e 18 WeSt e 19
x4 (better than forcing the draw
with 19 We6+) 19 ... £d720 Exd?
Kb+ 21 Eb7 Exb7+ 22 &b+
UxbS+ 23 WxbS+ &e7 24 Hel
Wag 25 Wi+ 1626 Wid+ g6
11'0cS 5 28 WS+ &h7 29 ha+
1630 267+ and the white passed
pawn should decid in the king,
und pawn ending, Hjartarson-
Vidarson, Akureyei 1988,

Theothertryis9 .. 27, which
we examine in Campos Moreno-
) Rodriguee.

10 e
0010 @34 Neistadt suggested

10 8xe3 11 Dxc6 Rd7.

0. xS
1 et 28
12 ot

On 12 h 247 White can con-
tinue 13 hxgS since 13 .. dxc loses
1014 Zh8 e 15 BeS, but 13 ..
W6 fights back.

n . 207

Bogoljubow probably calculatcd
the further sequence 13 Gxc6
&xc3 and Black has weathered
the storm, but something much
stronger was waiting for him,

13 Gt wer

1" 2

Vidmar comments thal 14 DbS

000 15 3 was also very strong,
but this is certainly better.

[T 3

15 Gxba fred

15 ... @xb4 loses (o 16 xd?.
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White sacrifices the exchange
for a winning attack.

3. a3+
35 el Dadl
36 axdl Exdl
37 Wahe+ a7
38 ded o
39 Gxe6  Wgs
a0 wie

“The bishop isindirectly protected
by the matc threat,

40... Td8 41 &17 Black resign-
o

YUSUPOV-VELIKOV

Bulgaria 1981
1 oda as
2 o 6
3 an afs
1 aa dxed
5 ad a5
6 & Py
7 Axed kbe
8 00 00
9 W bd7
10 et

10 &es, with ideas of a general
kingside pawn advance, is. the
latest ury. 11 ¢4 js threatened, for
example 10 .. $eT 11 ¢4 dxc3
12 &xd7 Wxd? (12 .. ©xd7 13
bxe3) 13 extS. In Nikolié-Portisch,
Skelleftea 1989, Black prepared
a bishop retreat with 10 ... hé;
‘White now has a wide choice, and

Nikolié opted for 11 &d3 &e7 12
a5, although he later gave 12 Xd1
as more accurate.

"o was

11 .. 5B 12 h3 &AS 13 &1
Was 145 0ds 15 Dxds, Gligori-
Donner, match 1968, was favour.
able 1o White. More_popula,
however, hasbeen | 1...#e7 12h1
(on 125 @d5 13 ed Black can
choose between 13 .. £5 and the
more cautious 13 .. h6)12.... £hS
(12 .. 203 13 Wxf3 ¢S 1445 @bt
15 b3 xd 1625 isadvantageons
10 White) when 13¢5 &d5 14 @it
16 led (0 a balanced position
in Capablanca-Fine, Semmering
Baden 1937, Correct was 13 g4
with pressure.

2w
12 5 @45 13 Bed came into
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8 Wasr

Played notasa direct threat but
primarily to vacate d1 and make
possible 0-0-0 with ful pressure on
the file and the diagonals.

‘Apart from the text move §
x4 has been explored in recent
games. Miles-Inkiov, Zagreb 1987,
continued § .. §a5 9 exfb £xc34
10 bred Wags 11 bxg? Hgs 12
Tb1 Bxg? 13 b WeS+ 14 We2

L exd

Interest has returned to the
formerly discredited 7 .. h6. It
used 10 be thought that § exf6
hugS 9 fxg7 T8 10 dxc$ gave
White a clear advantage. Yetitis
not_ really clear what White is
achicving after 10 ... @xd1+, for
example 11 Xxal Exg? 12 Sxcd
6 (or maybe 12 ... e7 13 0.0
4xc3 14 b3 @d7, Ubilava- 1y
Zaichik, Thilisi 1988) I3 0-0g3 14
D2 £xc5 15 Dded L7, Sifei§
Zade-Dzhandzhgava, USSR 1985.

W24 15 a2 a6 16
QA6+ &8 170 G witha stis-
factory game for Black. 18 213
was met by the simple 18 6.
White has been trying 8 £a2in i oot WY SO 18 B
fecent games, the key idea BEI0 g1 Tnkioy demonsirated 20

Booxdidenibd 10wl & 0! [HOLERORIIE T
1 Tg7 27 12 xed with a s
While cdge duc 10 the Aificullies  fercns por e e oo
of finding 3 home for the black |3 s o, o e Wea) 11

ng 8 089 doct G010 03T e i
&bt looked slightly better (00 brougi Black even bt pia

White in Polugayevsky-Petursson, " Py
New York 1989 [ @
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Hlekhine’s Variation

0. &e?

10... %4611 243 26 12 We2
g5 13 Bel, Borvinnik-Ragozin,
USSR 1940, did not solve Black's
problems.

n e ry)

On 11, g5 Flohr chose the
mtwral 12 el against Capablanca
at AVRO 1938, .

LR a6

On 12 ... &6 White would

luave continued 13 &hd.
8o g6
14 @es

Again a strong continuation,
forcing Black’s picces into passi-
wty.

. Dxes
15 des el
16 &e3 t©

The trouble with passive solu-
tons is that at the moment the
weaker side ties to free himsell he

L accept some new weaknesses
ur example it is Black's pawn
siructure that suffers

17 exts a6
) 4d6
19 Zadl W7
0 g 8
21 @ b6
2 w2

Unaecessary. The manoeuvre
#b3-42 should have been played

immediately.

n
23
u
25
2
7
3

Dby
@d2
et
we2
b3

aet

wer
s
Zads
207
307
208
i

Unsicker has in mind 2 long
knight manoeuvre, via g8 and ¢1
1o c6. This is rather slow, but

Black's choice is very I

2
]
3

32w

n

b2
w2
fes

b5

ted.

3
g8
axes
@er

Naturally White cannot allow

b,
3

@45

The exchange of rooks would
offer Black litle hope.

3

wet
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23
o

e

Wast
000
10 exts
ey
12 Gxdd
13 bxed
14 Wxas

sb4
&
xdd
@6
b6
hxgs
Zgs
3
Was

Vienna Variation 161

Of course, without the passed
-pawn 14 ©xch now gives justa
draw: 14 ... Wre3+ 15 bl bxch

"
15 b

Dxas
8

Timman proposed 15
16 Fxhd e7 with the idea of
mecting a further 17 Th8 with 17
247 However, I stil consider
White's position preferable.

16 s
17 b6
18 s

Bxg?
W7
b6

gihd

Thisis bad. 18 .. 15 19 Bisalso
ifficult, Timman gives as the
best chance 18 ... 247 19 &xgd
0-0-0, when 20 EhS in his opinion

keeps better chances.

19 2xgd
2 an

b7

A strong move which increases
White's advantage. It is bad to
take the knight and it is bad not

o take it

0 . et
2 &gs b8
2w axg2

OF 22 ... 1623 (4 &xg2 24
Thé+ g7 25 DX a7 26
Bd7+ (Timman).

2 o ac

OF 23 .. 45 24 14 2ad8 25

&hs.

24 s
55 s
2% x5 248
27 Zet+ @B
8 ae w7

With his picces out of play or
with no coordination at all, and
with the opposing passed pawn
pinning down his rook in a de-
plorable situation, Black’s pros-
pects are miserable. But chess s a
game of errors and what follows
represents a crucial mistake. Tim-
man later discovered the correct
20 Zha 5d6 (or 29 ... Bc6 30
Sxch xc6 31 @17 witha mating
atack) 30 Bgl &f8 31 Tngd $e7
32 @0 4c6 33 B4 kxed 34
Txed+ $d7 35 L7 Bf6 36 Bnd.
and there s no defence against

s

2 2d6
30 Ze1 o
31 Zhgz &7
32 am

The difference in comparison





index-287_1.png
24

30
3l
2
n
3

fxes
2
xS
267
"

Play the Queen's Gambir

e+
s
Bxgs
E
Bxes

The rook ending is often the
last straw at which the drowning
man clutches - usually in vain.

35
3

1136

fres
Tes+

an
7

T then 37 Exib+

WATB 38 g4 Be7 39 g3 e 4
fd 26 41 g5 b5 42 2xb5 axbS 41
ha b4 44 ed Fxes 45 hS win

37 &g 20738 4 2639 Tuk
b5 40 Hxa b 41 Zd6 b3 42 Tl
17 43 &5 be7 44 25 b
b1 BB+ 46 bgd DB+ 47 4t
28 48 a6 de6 49 L4 B+ W
e3 Db 51 o4 ad 52 Tt
xa6 53 b7 Zad 54 Be? b 0
qg6+ M7 56 HgS be6 57 M
Black resigaed.





index-165_1.png
16 @xc6
17 Wxed
18 gb1
19 ke

Play the Queen's Gambit

Sxes
Ea
@n
g7

Black's position looks like 2
village after the spring storm.
With so many “pawn islands”, as
Capablanca called them, it is an
ending one plays without joy. On
19 Exg? 20 3 might follow.

20 Waes

2 #at
2 W
23 Bl

wis
Hef
245

White could ry to open the
position by g3 and hd.

3
2
5
2
7
28
2
3
3

Wit
Bxes
Wred
s
gxhd
£

One of those moments when
the winning side decides to relax
becavse the game is won. But it
st as yet
. =8

Vidmar admits he did not sce
this; otherwise he would have
played 31 <2

32 2B exr
» i hS
34 wal bt
3 &d2 &3
3% el 2t

36 .. b5 37 ad bs 38 Tb2also
wins for White.

37w s
38 @b g
3 3@ 28
w0 wn

Itis important to free the rook.

40 .. Rc6 41 2d6 hed 42 Tf6
243443 el £e2 4425 Rxb3 45
Bg6+ b 46 B2 ed 47 26 ok
48 344 405 49 Txed+ Hh3 SO
267 406 51 g7 whd 52 D3
hS 53 Exf3 gS 54 T4 L1 55
el Black resigned.

TIMMAN-KARPOV.
Amsterdam 1987

1od a6
2 o o6
3an as

1 ag et
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Alekhine's Variation @

omsidration, b 1 ssumetht  dangers o s weakein of s
AT e R
e »
B e ey M e G
e M St Bt

” . i X

This i the better move. KWEIRZ AL A
: & W

13 W0 e
14 ds xed
15 b3 exds
16 &xds @S
17 35 W
So Black has achieved a better
pwn structure, but White's pieces
are more active and he stil keeps
e initial advantage.

18 a3 et s - e
1 Tl o Vusupov suggests 25 ... Wes,
25w when 26 & fails to achive any

upov gin Sdvantape becaus of 26 -, Exe?
G5 e o3 20 @t 8 gt 8 win
Wi\ 22 G Dxed 23 BT, Inthe  1KE draw i the ook ending
gt T Inthe ' ives 26 i av keepine the
e sision Blck cn o £, TR
Hold out. So the tex move 5 &

22 . Back serious error.
1 b v 2% w7 28
21 . Rads 22 Ze§ Bxdl+ 23 27 W 26
Wil 'We6 was good enough, % 40

hough not yet cqual.

28 WS fails 10 28 .. Zxg2+
2 g 1 with perpetual check.
3 Iuds ® . s

I Black underrate the hidden 29 Guer w8
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Vienna Variation 155

Adam). This particular fine was
much analyzed in the 19305, but
Black’s position proved satisfac-
tory. 7 .. &7 is the natural and
appropriate reply.

On 6 e Black must attack the
while centre immediately with 6

5 any delay and White simply
regains the pawn with a strong
centre. Razor-sharp play follows
7eS cxdd 8 Wad+ Gch 9 0-00,
and the theory on this line s sill
in a state of flux. 9 .. K6 10 exf6
IngS 11 fxg? Zg8 12 add is
Vidmar-Bogoljubow and Timman-
Karpov, which worked out quite
well for White, while 9 ... &d7
10 @eé fe7 (Campos Moreno-
Rodriguez) leads (o a position in
which it used to be thought that
Wlack's extra pawns perhaps do
1ot quite match the piece,although
the line has recently been revived.
Any player who wishes to play
these wild lines will need to be

thoroughly up to date with recent
theoretical developments

Simplicity is a great virtue and
7 xc4 cxd4 8 &xd4 has much to
commend it 8 .. @bd] 9 00
Jeaves White happy (Trifunovic-
Karaklajic) while the forcing fine
in Smyslov-Wade (8 . as9 &xf6
Lxe3+ 10 bxed Wxed+ 1 Ml)is
well worth remembering.

VIDMAR-ADAM
correspondence 1937

1w ds
2 an o

3 of
4 2 b+
5 b dxet
6 Watr

The move which immediately
attracts the eye
6 .
7
On 7 €3 Black would play 7
was,

ac

7 247

7... 168 2xl6 Wxf6 9 adsbetter
for White.

8 W

Advocates of Black’s play have
devoted much cnergy to exploring
8 W18 .. 2595 b6 10 £d2
has proved advantageous to Whitc,
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gives Black a good game.
9 .. St
0B ans
After 10 .. S 11 frgd Wxhd,
apart from the standard moves,
White can choose the sharper 12
4 @xc3 13 bxed &xc3 14 Bad.

noge 26
On 11 ... &S there is 12 Wel,
as well as 12 Dg2.
12 2

12.¢4 Qb7 13 g2, as ied in
some_games, does not impress
The consistent move i he capture
on g6. The question i only when
todoit. Afier 12.¢4 Db there s
the stronger and more energetic
1365 1S 14 Gxg6 b 15 5
16 &a2 25 17 &e2, s plaed in
Knaak-Meduna, Trmava 1981, An-
notating his game with Velikovin
the 1982 st Germany v. Bulgaria
match, Unlmann, after 12e4 We?
13 2xgs hag 1485 &d7 I5fdes
16 (xS @xes 17 403, suggests.
instcad of 17 ... Ged? 15 Wgi
with advantage 10 White, 17
208 18 &e3 ReS 19 Shl Gat
with an unclar situation. How-
ever, 19 02 is clearly bettr for
White. 1£12 ¢4 s met by 12... 5
then 13 a2 Wa$ 14 Gxbd Wrbd
1503 2d8 16 a3 We3 17 Lxes
c6 18 el Brel 19 Bhrel keeps
the better chances with White
through his bishop pair

In recent times 13 c4 has been
played successfully. On 13 .. e
Knaak-Meduna, Leipzig 19¥1
White achieved an_advantage
with 14 D22 £as 15 dxcS. But
some years later, in Tukmakov
Ljubojeié, Tilburg 1964, Black
reverted 10 13 .. ¢S and after 1
@a2 @a$ 15 Gxbd Wxbd 16 b1
248 17 £a3 We3 18 xcS Bich 14
Wel Wiel 20 Taxel b6 21 Ral
@xdd he cqualized. We see by
a comparison with the variation
above that White should prefer i
keep his king's knight on the
board.

3o e
1 s
Now 14 .. &fd7 15 f4 favour
White, but Black can jumpin 03
which makes the basic differenc
from the positions where White
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The Vienna Variation

‘The basic theme underlying the
whole of White's lay inthe Queen’s
Gambit i the attack by the white
pawn on c4 on the black pawn on
5, an attack which White hopes
will be the spearhead of persistent
pressure against the black centre.
It should not be forgotien, however,
thatin reciprocity the black pawn
on dS s attacking the whitc pawn
on cd. There are three basic circum-
stances in which Black might want
t0 play ... dcé:

(a) Very early on in the game,
before Black has fixed his develop-
ment plans, he may play ... dxcd,
Knowing that White will soon win
the pawn back, but knowing also
that he will not have o spend time.
defending his own centre and can
cat away at White's slight central
preponderance while st develop-
ing. This is the Queen’s Gambit
Aceepied, not covered in the pre-
sent volume.

(b) IF both sides are close to
completing their development,
Black may play .. dxcé s part of
a freeing manocuvre, relcasing
the pressure on dS 1o enable him
10 play ... c5 or .. ¢5. Several ex-

154

amples are givenin chapters 3and

(c) 1 both sides are Aalfdevelop-
ed, Black can often play ..dxc4 in
circumstances in which it will be
difficult for White 10 win the pawn
back. Black may trycither (o hold
on tothe extra pawn or toexplode
White's centre while White makes
the atiempt 10 regain the pawn. In
the meantime White can try light-
ning attacks in the centre or on
the kingside. Play usually becomes
extremely sharp.

“The Vienna Variation is an ex-
ample, now back in fashion, of
the third type, as s the Botvinnik
Variation analyzed in chapter 17
below. The critical position can
be reached as follows.

1o &
b o

3 a0 a1
1an abt
5 &gS dxes

To justify his play White will
have to tryed at a very early stage.
6 ed is the normal move, but he
can also insert 6 Wad+ &c6 and
only then play 7 e4 (Vidmar-
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Alekhine's Variarion m

gxfs
Eo8
an
whe

The bishop is transferred 1o bS

with gain of tempo.

2

268

Tukmakov prefers 32 ... Tp7

it the text is not bad cither.

B
3
3
3%

»

e
Sbs+
kg
&d2

27
Gas

kg
b6

w7

Tukmakov proposed 37 ... 3c2
wih the intention of meeting 38
Ar7 with 38

3
3
“

on 40

an
wnl
263

D,

w1+
b2
2

Wed White would

continue 41 &hi.
ame e
“The only move. As Tukmakov
demonstrated. 41 .. a3 loses 0
42 242 B2 43 M3 0142 Bb3
43 &hl and Black isin zugzwang.
43 .. g6 loses 10 44 Wgl
2w
Again Tukmakov: 42 212 Dg6
43 Wg2 WhI+ 44 11 Zel and
Black i fine.

42 .. a3 43 Wel He3 44 Wel
223 45 Wel 3 Draw.

KARPOV-PORTISCH

Portoroz-Ljubljana 1975
1 an ds
2 a4 o
3 et o
1 2a dxcd
5 a4 afs
6 e o
7 fxed &bt
8 00 00
9 ane

The main_alterative to the
older 9 We2. In my opinion, now
that Black has castled on the king-
side, there is more logic in it

9 D3 is not so dangerous any
more. 9 .. We7 10a5 ¢ 11 Bes
6 12 a6 caused serious problems
10 Black in Cebalo-Kirov, Eksjo
1982, but 11 .. cxéd 12 exdd @c
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All of a sudden White realizes 2 Zed+  Resigns

his position i critical. 11 8) 36 5icq 27 WadS and 26
LL f.fi&,‘..’m fgf ;;;:-;;““‘ xed 27 WgT+ 6 28 WITH wes
White therclore comes to thecor. 201 <24 10 mate. A beautiful
rect decision - to play for attack. "

v e
B2 ES vibmarsocoLsow
10 e b Nottingham 1936
g4 Eae$
Whn o ek pler plas 16 o
oo e 28 %
senses.” Black has just done this. 3 an :S
4 2gs b+
3 ower  gn
B He so8 o
B oo
ER T ——

continuation. White builds a full
pawn centre, opens the way for his

S 27 Xing’s bishop and thrcatens <5,
lxdl 8, and it wouldbe Whit's e’ il having @ade at his

hing's twrn o worry. However ... 0C

5 st 6 A

0r25 .. &S 26 Wi, As demonsirated by Pachman's
T analysis, 6 ... b is 100 slow for
stach a tense position. 7 216 $AT6

I A - 7 8 Rxcd c5 95 a8 100-0cxdd 11

Y| 2 e Whice the advaniage.
as does §...0:09 0-0 Tds 10 We?

W
M OB W | ool cswiei2 adl Chemin:
WA O e Saion o
AL %5 toc not work cither
@ % B B | sisamssowush
Aﬂ )‘lﬁagg axﬂuﬂ[v l(:vd:lm%hulully
2 T

Witty defence. 25 Txds fails 10
25 .. Bel+ 26 ZdI Tadi+ 2]
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GLIGORIC-UNZICKER
European Team Championship
1973

s as
2 o o5

3 an ars
1 a3 dxet
5 ad 415
6 a ry

7 &xed  &bi
5 0.0 0.0
9 W2 fed

7]
'y

“This eply is an attempt o thwart
the planned cd. We should note,
however, that Black is not fully
developed as yet and in addition
will be unabe o block the advance
of the e-pawn indefinitely.

When Black chooses to play
Sgd it is at this moment that he
usually does it. His aim is again
to prevent temporarily cd and to
prepare .. ¢5. White continues.
10 Zdl when we transpose into
our game. 9 .. g4 10 h3 &hS

11 Bdl @bd7 12 cd WeT 13 g4
46 14 @hd favours White and
Black is well advised to change
the course of events by 10... &af3
11 '¥13 &bd7 12 Bdl a5(12 e
immediately is also possible) 13
4.5 14d5 el 15 dxe6 bxct wi
a very solid position.

0 222

“The sharp reaction 10 g4 does
not bring success: 10 ... &g6 11
@es D3 12bxc &xed 13 Dxgh
bxg6 14 Dbl WeT offers Black u
good game.

“There is another sharp line, 10
243, which has produced some
‘memorable games. Euwe-Alekhine,
match (17) 1937, continued 10

- Rxed 11 bred Bxed 12 Wed
Sxd3 13 $xd3 G5 14 ka3 Dok
15 Eabl b6. Here Euwe chose 16
Bfel, but Najdorf improved on
this against Trifunovic at Prague
1946: 16 @es @ff 17 Wed a7
18 @ot c5 19 @d6 Ef8 20 Tl
with a clear advantage.

If Black answers 10 43 with
10... Gxe3 then 11 bxed 2xd3(11

Sxc3 12 Rxf5 exts 13 Tol Wer
14 2a3 T8 1S DgS with advan
tage, Najdorf-Kashdan, 1947) 12
Wxdd Le7 13 35 cramps Black
and offers White the better chances

Gligorié's text move seems 1o
me even stronger. When playing
the Slav Black should always b
prepared 10 meet this unpleasant
move.
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buts . bS9eSh6 10 khd g5 11
@xgs £d5 12 Wh hxgS 13 WahB+
47814 23 @xd4 15000 ¢S, a5
played in the important corres-
pondence game Gorenstein-Estrin,
1962, changed Black's fortunes.
Very soiid i also 8 ... h6 9 &f6
W76 10 & xcd ¢S with a fine game
for Black,

8 .. 3
9 im

After 9 2116 Wxf White fecls
the pressue on his pawn centre.

9 . a8

“This game was played whenthe
aliernative 9 . bS was well known.
After 10 @xbs @xd2+ 11 Wxd2
Dxed 12 Wi Bdo 13 Dxd
cxdb 14 xd6 Wast 15 4263 16
bxc) Wxe3, Vidmar-Bogoljubow,
Bad Nauhcim 1936, White was in
trouble. Later they improved with
11 @2 26 12 @a3 Gxdd 13
Wxcd 5, but a balanced position
was all White could achicve.

In the carly thities another
aliernative was analyzed rather
extensively - 9 .. &xc3. Afier 10
£33 b3 110:0:0, the continuation
11 b4 was refuted by 12,05, but
then 11 We7 1205 &b proved
better for Black.

“The text move has ts drawbacks.

10 000

10 €5 s pointiess, because 10
@8 and .. QT Solves Black's

temporary problems.
. 26
On 10... #e7 White would jump
his horse into €5. Adam tris to
bring full pressure on the white
central pawns
1 4 exds
12 axds
In his book Half a Century ai
the Chessboard Vidmar senio (1
have to mention this because his
son, also Milan, also an engincer,
was a strong player 100 - an IM
and member of the national team)
considers that 12 exdS was more
solid. 1 would add that 12 exdS
L4713 Bel+ $18 14 e s ad-
vantageous to White, while the
text move causes White diffcultcs.
. Szt
13 B2
Gipstis proposed 13 Wxd2 b
14 W4 as better.

5. 0

Black rightly does not fear 14
@6, when 14 .. axb6 15 Exdé
b3+ 16 axbd Tal+ 17 &2
Zad8+ leads todire consequences

14 @0

Betier is 14 fcd. Instead

White seeks complications.
o wer
15 s a7
16 afs whe





index-282_1.png
Alekhine's Variarion B

pluys an carlier ¢4,

1"
15 e
16 a2

Annotating the game in Infor-
mator, Kapov gives this move an
exclamation mark. As a matter of
s a mistake, because Portich
«uuld have continued 16 ... 2c5
17 863 xcd 18 Wxcd 266 witha
e game. Therefore 16 %e2 was,
vorrect.

16 . &as

16 ... ©xed 17 Oxbd d6 18
14 47 19 @43 isadvantageous
I White.

s
abe

17 s e
18 W
Gicuting ready 10 meet ... exdd
with b,
" . Q6d1
19 des s
20 ¢ht
Again a sound solution,
0 . 28

Alter the game Portisch con-
nlered this a weak move, butlater
analysis does not confirm such a

u g @6

On 21 €7 White wauld pro-
1red 22 Bb4 and 23 &3,

2 s 2a6

Indispensable.
2 dxas
2 za
24 4¢3 would be met by 24
@ds. With the rook on d1, £d4
will be possible.

b6

u . s
25 263 Hacs
% 23 @t
27 &l

7. b8

The decisive error. Correct was
27, &xe3. Then 28 Bd is met
notby 28 . #xd5 29 exdS Zel+
30 g2 £x02 31 $f2 Thi 32
Wrcd fxal 33 &1, which favours
White, butby 28 .. £xb229 HxeS
suxes. Therefore Karpov intended
28 W3 with some advantage.

28 645 Gxb2 29 XM Web 30
Hib1 §h3 31 &xb8 Tnbs 32
Bxb2 Black resigned.
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7 ... g6 is the standard move,
although in Karpov-Yusupov.
Rotierdam 1989, Black tried 7 .
@a. The reflex action is to play.
823, which has indeed been tried
i grandmaster chess, but Karpov
ignored the “threat” with § €3
After 8 .. 2b49 a1 1510 Bel
95 11 862 0012 00 @d7 13
Sxe WxeT 14 Wb3 008 15 Dad
White had the nagging pressurt
an the queenside so characeristic
of the Queen’s Gambit. Black's
knight does not really belong on
bt

) &5
9 243 d
0 W Dba7
Precise. On 10 ... 040 White
iy choose 11 £x16 2316 12 b4.
Wack would prefer 10 recapture
with s knight.
" oane
Uscless. More natural is 11 0-0
00 12 abl, when 12 .. aS s the
Yot option.

. g4

Puaible, hecause in case of 12
1 UK 11 RS xS Black will
+1% wlige un the queen's wing,
" 1 ko follows 11 Zab]

Wl vutling long no longer
s it omsideration, then it
i ot by .. Dgd but by
i
"ok 00

13 00 8
1w gl
15 @es

With the white-squared bishops
exchanged, the minority attack is
easier to meet. White had prob-
ably already decided 0 play for
a draw.

15 . a6
16 &gs

Rather aimless.
16 . et
17 &xe7 Wl
18 W 246
19 224 Dhed
20 Gxed  Dxed
21 @ ad6

2 Zacl WS

Whilte issill roaming withouta
plan, while Black prepares action
on the kingside. He improves his
position step by step.

2 wa bs
Prevents g,
24 ht
Anticipating perhaps the possi-
bility of ... DIS-H4.
2 .. 2e7
An excellent move. From ¢7
the rook defends and at the same
time prepares for attack.

25 @43 et
26 &5 ads
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Bobotsov-Petrosian and Taimanov-
Nezhmetdinov are cases in point
Typical moves that Black will
wantto tryare .. Ze8, .. &S and

ed. Sometimes, as in Botvinnik-
Robatsch and Hjartarson-Shor
‘White exchanges the black knight
when it reaches e4 and then, when
e4 s occupied by a black pawn, he
opens up the game with 13

“The minorityattack is not
‘White’s only possibility. In some
variations he can aim to break
open the Black centre witha timely
cd, sometimes preceded by [3
(Botwinnik-Larsen and Botvinnik-
Keres) and sometimes without 3
(Karpov-Yusupov). Finally, as in
Cebalo-Kovatevic and Hulak-
Spassky, White can castle queen-
side and attempt 10 storm the
Kingside with pawns. This can be
extremely dangerous if Black plays
passively; the appropriate remedy
is (0 open up lines in front of the
white king as quickly as possible.

BOBOTSOV-PETROSIAN
Lugano Olympiad 1968

1o ds
E) o

3 @ af6
4 exts exds
5 g8 o

5 a0

More precisc s 6 ¢3 if White
wants to control the diagonal b1-

7. Ifnow 6 . 2657 W13 2E68
£306 Wafo  (Petrosian-Barcza,
Budapest 1955, continued §
s 6 Wal W6 10 Wa2 a6 i1
B030.0.0 1223 withadvantage to
White, Black's pawn_structuce
has been wrecked) 9 Wxfo g6,
when the best seems (o be Geller's
10 02 &7 11 23 kd6 12 hd
1S 13 Gped

6...167 2h4 4158 WD Wobis
also not correet. White continues
9 Wnfs Wb 10 Wi e 11
@xdst cxds 12 Wel o, following
1Zaisev's analysis, 1 Tol Wxc3e
12 @l g5 13 263 Ded 14 01
L6715 Txb7+ 846 16 ke5+ g6
17 @hat gxt 18 W+ and mate
soon follows.

6. 20
7 e [

The order ofmoves isimportant
Developing the king's knight carly,
White cannot take control of the
bI-H7 diagonal.
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8 .. dxed has been tried more
often. Timman-Short, Belgrade
1987, continued: 9 &x16 216 10
Wedt B8 11 Lot gl 12 00
Re8 13 WI4 £e6 (13 .. &7 14
Bel £b6 15 £b3 or 14 .. OfF
15 Txeh Wxch 16 Ded We7 17
D6 Wxf6 18 WeT or 14
Tacl+ 15 Tnel &fB 16 OgS arc
all advantageous to White) 14
2xe6 Exeb 15 Efel Exel+ [6
Hnel 2717 Ded Ke7 18 b4 with
iniiative for White but Black can
defend his position. However, 15

W6, s in Lautier-Oll, Moscow
1989, Iooks 10 be a clear equaliser.
Ater 16 xd6 Txd 17 Ded Ed§
18 @af6 Gafe White's defctive.
Pawn structure prevents him from
exploiting his lead in development.
O suggests 120-0-0 a5 a possible
improvement.

er_games in reply to 10

Waed + brought 10... We7 11 Sed
et (11 Wxed+ 12 fxed A
112500 140-00 s advantageous
0 White, but 11 .. &gé deserves
e alention in spite of an nitial
delile) 12 xe6 Wxe6 13 Wxeo
Tart 14 G1ed Be7 15 0.0-0 036 16
Ik wath better chances for White;
lack's endgame is passive, as in
¥ puuan- Bohosian, USSR 988,

The latest try is 8 .. 00, and

965 G1cd 10 216 Te 11 h3

V12 bxed ¢S 13 b5 c6 14
10 %13 with an equal position,
Lo ot necessarily a drawish one,
Tl Renet, Cannes 1989.

9 ax? bt

Naturally 9 .. Wxe7 would be
met by 10 &xdS.

10 Dxed dned
I Weds 26
jrare WS+
13 e

Obvious but strong. On f1 the
king will cerainly feel more sccure
than the black king on ¢7.

3. ws
14 ¥ a7
15 Zel Zaeg

I the other rook takes s place on
8 then 16 §16is rather unpleasant
and if the unhappy king tries to
getrid ofthe pin by 15 ... 6 then
again the devastating pawn push
16 d5 breaks Black's defence.

16 dst

Vacating the square d4 Karpov
‘opens the position and his knight
threatens (0 join the fight with
decisive advantage.
16 . exds
17 855 a6
17 .. 8 loses (0 18 &4 WhS.
19 Wad+.
18 W e
19 Wast 7
There is no refuge on the queen-
side - 19 . rc8 loses 1020 el +
b8 21 WeT+ as 22 D4 Wb
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23 Bade+

Had Black missed this, or did he
hink he could survive? Probably
the latte, but the king s 100 ex-
posed.

3. exdd

Unsurprisingly, White can weave
1 mating net after 23 . xdd.
Play continues 24 Td1+ sed 25
We2+ b4 26 ab+ $ad 27 Qi+
4h3 28 We2+ Wt 29 DS+ &bS
0 ad mate

24 WS+ ot
25 T+ b
2 a3+

A bad mistake; White neglects
the opportunity of removing a
wtl defensive unit with 26 £xe7+
WacT. Then on 27 a3+ ad 28
s+ Black would be foreed to
wifice his queen 10 avoid mate
UK. b5 29 Bd7+). After 28

W15 29 ExeS Black would have

sufficient material for the lady,
but White's attack would remain
100 strong, Rajkouit gives the ine
29 b5 30 W2+ ob3 31 a2
£4532 Ixc8 d3 33 Wed and mate
soon follows.

% .. wat
2 Bes+ aues
28 Wat

Black is in control after 28
£x08 Zhd8 29 TxcS &edt

8 . L5
29 Wear  das

30 %xdsi  Thds

31 w3 bs

S0 Black's gamble has worked,
although chess ought not (0 be
game of chance. Black’s king is
safe, and he has rook and two
bishops for the queen - very useful
in an open position. The rest is
fairly simple.

32 We6 b6 33 b4 41334 K1
Be7 35 b2 dS 36 23 2637
£3 Ze7 38 Wed £739 hd hS 40
W1 TdeS 41 Ta2 b7 42 4 Te3
43 WxhS Tngd 44 S Teed White
resigned.

TRIFUNOVIC-KARAKLAJIC
Yugoslav Championship 1951

1 a an
2 an ds
3ot o
4 25 abi+
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27 a@ s
28 Ges

As if paralysed White meets
Black's desires.

8 .. 3
 &n 27
30 am ze8
31wl et
32 B Wes
3 m@t

Another waste of time and now
Black's avalanche starts to move
with a fine pawn sacrifice

The queen s in a tight spot
which forces a further weakening,
of the castled position.

3 . )
3 G

38 Wxfd loses to ... D02
Following the golden rule of attack
Black_has opencd files and now
there is no more hope.

38 ... W7 39 WeS Wes 40 Wrd
28 41 WeS TS White resigned.

KARPOV-YUSUPOV.
USSR Championship 1938

ot o
@c ds
o 2e7
an o

In order to thwart the simplify-
ing ... &5, in a number of recent
games we have come across this
sharp continuation. No doubt an
important new atiempt.

3 . @xed
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In fact the older theory concen-
uated on 19 gt 18 20 Zel
18 21 W, but it is lss clear
how White should meet 21 . hs,
Kasparov had evidently decided
that 17 Bxd7 was no refutation,
because againstRibliat Barcclona
1989 he played 17 @+ &xf6 18
Wet, but afier 18 .. W8 19
£xf6 #af6 20 Tnd? £e8 21 Wt
Zel+ 22 Ge2 Wxdd Black had
reached an equalcnding Ifinsicad
18 .. d8 White must be carcful
10 avoid 19 Wes fxhd 20 Wahd+
66721 West Re622 Txhd 3 23
WSt @15 26 Whe Gek. Kas-
parov remains silentas to what he
had prepared against I8 ... &ds:
19 4c2 Be7 20 Tndl dxhd 21
546 £c6 22 et 3 is n Black's
favour, according (o old analysis
Maybe the idea was 19 £e2 e
20 Wes with & much improved
vrsion of the previous line.
‘Going back to move 13, White
als0 has (o know how o deal with
13 .. b5, An analysis by Euwe
gives 18 W65 63 (14 .. DS loses
(0 15 &xfot &xi6 16 Wres) 15
Bxd4 WCT (or 15 TB8 16 et
Zubs 17 xbs b6 18 Zxd?
Bxd7 19 xc3) 16 Wt Wia 17
Bbs (but not 17 @xct Bxch 18
@xfor 106 19 Wi 2+ 20 el
L3024 21 a2 exd1=W) 17
Ba4 18 Bxd4 Trcd 19 xed.

14 &xed
14 Whok a5 15 Wd3 Gt needs

testing

1
15

An aggressive choice by White,
Instead 15 243 would liquidate
t a levellish_ending after 15
. @a5 16 Dxf6- Lxfb 17 xf6
3xad 18 2xd8 Exd8 1963 4620

s,

15
16
it

1t turns out that White is un-
able to keep his extra piece. If
17 $d5 &6 18 $xd8+ Lxds 19
Daf6 £xf3 20 g3 BT White
will suddenly find himself a piece

down!

5

e
wa3

17

This should lead 10 a draw. 17
- ST 18 BreSt fxeS 19 D6+
6 20 SxeT WxeT 2 @ack
xcB 22 f4 s complicated; maybe
Black will soon have to press for

an endgame.

18
19
2
2
2

A gambler’s throw. It would
have been wiser to accept the per-
petual check with 22

Whns+: 23 WIS+ gives nothin

waz
#h
Dxes+
s+
gt

clear for White.

@as
Iy

265

Eod
a6
e
es
wis

@17 21
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Botvinnik’s Variation

side into a clear position, most
often in favour of the player who
has not played provocatively, the
Botvinnik Variation gives persist-
ently testing play and_unclear
positions. This variation s not for
the timid. Should White want a
quiet e, he should vary on move.
5.5 ¢3, defending the pawn oncd,
Icads to the Meran Defence, ana-
Iyzed in chapter 18 below. Also it
isstill not oo late to transpose into
the Exchange Variation (chapier
1) with S cxdS; the Karpov-Yusupov
game in Chapter | shows that it
is possible for White to play for a
win in this variation, even when
he has played the “slow” I3
The basic idea of the Botvinnik
Variation (also known as the Anti-
Meran Gambit) is that Black, by
deferring development of his picces,
builds up his pawn structure
Despie the apparent modesty  such a way as to threaten the
A1 Black’s first four moves, this  white pawn on cd and 1o hold on
ation is perhaps the richestin (o this pawn. White does notstand
plexites of any in the Queen's  still when all this is happening; on
tmbit, Unlike those “tactical”  the contrary, he presses forward
ions in which onc side’s  with all speed on the kingside and
Jwawocations lead to. brief lurry  in the centre. This forces Black to
I complications which later sub-  make concessions. In the diagram

25
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The Exchange Variation 9

9 & % 2w

We always come across the  The heavy piece endgame is
same basic problem —the develop-  favourable for White, but offers
ment of the bishop on c8. Medina ~ some defensive chances to Black.

tries to solve t by an old method -
. Zabg
. @7 and . £65.Usually itis a R s ot
Slow method and this game is not
e B 32 Wit
an exception. However, if Black
continucs 9 . 0-0 10 00 cb then % A e
P w7

118l g6 12 b4 is again advan-

tageous to White. 2 8eS avt

Not necessary.

weo e
b 27 wdl v
iking e of e e B B2 B
Black's d-pawn is not defended 3 IIKI vt
by a colleague on cb, White is able - jried
1o seize space on the queenside. - o
Black loses a picce if he snatches. 2 el b
rotooned BB Wt
P 34 Ecd He?
1o gzm 35 Fa3 Wes.
R
B as s Better was 35 ... $b6.
14 oxdd 6 36 Eb3 wa?
So Black can't do without this. 37 s
mov et ot A blnderina i posion.
b b 38 wes 207 9 6 27 0
OISR s vt bkt

17 8x7 el
8 Dad

White has achieved all the ad
vantages of the minority attack

SZABO-STAHLBERG
Zirich Candidates 1953

without struggle. L «
8 . s 2 an afs
19 Zacs  Dxes 3 s

0 Oxs  Bes 1aa ©ha?
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oo 20

O Wi
devt g even

ek
Whack i e
0 W wer
2 4 s
23w

Squeezng the queen and making
possible @gS. White's manoeuvres
on the dark squares have been both
attcactive and instructive.

3. was
24 &gs =i
5 e

Pushes the queen out of play
and at the same time improves the.
position of his bishop.

25 .. e
26 &0 2¢7
27 wbe

Alihough White plays without
his king's rook, Black’s picees are
50 helplessly entangled and outof
play that already the outcome is
clear.

27... 06 28 Wdb+ Td729 W4
0830 254 o8 31 xed fxeb 32
Zcl+ BB 33 Gnest b 4
B WIS 35 Dxf8 S 36
2h3 @67 37 S gl 38 hé+ A6
39 30+ de6 40 Tel+ o 41
T+ e 42 g4 e 43 Red
Black resigned.

A DINA
o Malos 1967

e
o
s

Delaying...c6and .00, Black
moves his kaight to c6 with the
gain of a tempo, but with other
Shortcomings
s on
In Belyavsiy-Ljubojevié, Linares
1989, White tred the more aggres-
sive 814, Afler8 .. c6915 oed 10
L7 Wxe? 11 W13 Whd 12 D2
Wib2 13 dxed Wral+ 14 201
©d7 White could have gained
big autack with 15 Wg3 00 16 f6
@xit 17 0-0.

8 . @6
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26 Play the Queen's Gambit

3 @ a6

ian dxcs

5 a4 ars

6 e 6

7 Rt b4

8 00 @ba7

9 Gha e

0 0 ahs

1 g4 2ds

Black avoids exchanging his

bishop. 11 ... kg6 is analyzed in
the next game

2 ag

7

A
AFAW

@ e

ABEQRY

o B

a"s%

12 Wel has been played too.
Only after the further 12 .. &¢7
does White etreat
82

On 16 &f4 Black can reply 16

€5 as well 35 16 ... @

16 . s
17 & an
18 gbs  axhS
19 Gxhs

There was no need to hurry
19 &ed was reasonable

o Zabs
20 e 246

We_notice now that Black's
king feels sccure in the centrc.
White's king on the contrary
somewhat exposed. Black's sur
tegy on the hefile has paid off.

now W
n Wiz

22 2 came into consideration
n .. 2y
n s

Otherwise 23 .. B,
B am
u w2 e

With the static pawn formation
we have, Black could well offer
the exchange of queens with 24
wh.

2 3 @S
26 s exds
27 gel was
85

A typical breakihrough i such
pawn structures. White opens the
gfile and fights for the initiative
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s Play the Queen's Gambis

18 aws

On I8 €7 Be8 19 axbs Capa-
blanca demonsirated 19 . &b7.
He finds another, brilliant idea
involving a sacrifice.

18 g5
19 Exed I
I£19 ... Tal then 20 b6 wins

Wxas 21 bra? Wxal
xal @b6 23 Tb etc.

20 buas DS
20 We b6
2 a1 h3
2 Eebt Tt

23 .68 loses (0 24 Wxbs.

24 Txbl 1525 X103 14 26 extd
Black resigaed.

BROWNE-LJUBOJEVIC
Lucerne Olympiad 1982

1 ode I3
2w <
3 an s
i aa b4
5 cxds ‘exds
6 285 @bd?
7 ¥y

Rather imid. Kingside develop-
ment is much more important
and e3 is evidently called for. The
reason will be clear from our
game.

Active and strong. Tt makes
possible pressure on c3. For ex-
ample, 8 dxcs Was threatening.
@cd.

8 @

8 2 2xc39 £xc3 0-0 causes
o problems for Biack.

8 . s
From old games we know that
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Alekhine's Variation m

01g8 25 ©gS Hxel 26 Hxel WaT 11 Wb leads 103 repeitionof
17on0 4 18005 94629 16 movs, which on rare occaions
gty G saity Whie
e ™
KASPAROV-BELYAVSKY 1 usupov-Nogueiras,Befor
{ISSR Championshp 1981 1988, Black succetuly plyed
1 e 13 63 0.0 13 eed
L e B 14 63 Gt 15 wer S
2 o o 16 b3 c5, but giving up the pair of
3 an @f6 . bishops in this way docs nol con-
4 &3 dxcd vince me; 15 #c2 was too tame.
Sa A Rt i1. g 120 2hs 1359
o8 ) 0014 o4 b6 Biack achieves
7 he Ab Counterplay, bt 134 shoutd
800 o ot aiie 135
Se denty weak
i
On 10 &hd 2gd 1103 KNS 12 by
¥ (or 12 g4 &dS) Black in Cebalo- 12 @xg6 hxgb would be risky
Mutulovié, Yugoslav Champion-  indeed.
Ui 1988, epled 10 Wband 1z s

achieved 2 good game

A strange place to choose for
the queen. 12 .. $b6 can be met
by 13 803, offering an ending
Which i casir 10 play with White,
s0in Kasparov-Timman, Amster.
dam 1988, Black tricd the more
natural 12 . Wel. Yet afer 13
@c3 00 14 2xg6 hags 15 a1
£b4 (0r 15 .. ¢5 16 11, as was
played carlir) 16 We2 (directed
against ..¢5) 16 .. Tads (or 16..
o517 .d5) 17 002 e 18 2d2
Whitetll kept th better chances.

13 o3 00
14 @gs
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Manhattan Variation 147

CAPABLANCA-SPIELMANN
New York 1927

1w @
2 a0 o

3 et 247
1 ea 2pf6
5 &5 iy

“This is less effective if White
has played 3 instead of B,
because then Dge2 s possible ind
the point c3 can be welldefended.

6 exds

“The most common, On 6 ¢3 or
6 Wad Black plays 6 .5 with
good active play.

6. exds
7 Wt Sxed+

A nervous reaction. If Black
wanted to take on ¢ he should
have done it only afier 7 .. ¢S 8
dxes. However, Alekhine pointed
out the stronger 7 . WeT 8 ¢3 c6
9 Rd3 16 10 kh4 0-0 with the
intention of removing the pin by
following up with .. BeB and

W, Euwe recommended the
more active 7 ... Wel 8 €3 0-09
&3 es

8 b3 00
5 &
Alekhine proposed as better 9
We with a double purpose: to
wieet 10 23 with 10... Des. and
1o climinate the pin. The advance
Wi the c-pawn certainly weakens

Black's pawn siructure and should
be avoided. 9 .. We 10 We2 is
considered as best.

10 243 o
u g
‘White's pair of bishops and the
possible strategic breakthrough
with 3 and e wil tell in his
favour,
" . er

Alekhine had a more imagina-
tive approach 1o the problems
of this position. He proposed 11
. Be8 intending ... L6 and
Hab.

17 0o a6
et Wes
1" a2

OF course, it is ¢4 that nterests
Capablanca

"o bs
15 Was 2

On 15 ... &b7 the simple 16 13
would follow.

16 Gxed dved
17 a4 wis

Afier 17 ... Zb3 White would
increase the pressure by 18 Zebl.
Therefore Spielmann tries o defend
his weak points, winning a tempo
by autacking the white bishop.
Capablanca’s inspired rejoinder
probably did not occur to him at
all.
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m Play the Queen's Gambi

An altemative 10 the relatively
quiet 9 We2. The intention is (o
cause disharmony among the black
pieces by combined threats on
both wings.

° b6

The natural 9 .. a5 is analyzed
in the next game.

10 e

Itis clear that taking twice on
4 is out of the question as &xe6
follows. On 10... 24 11 h3 Raf3
12 gaf3 the continuation 12 ..
Wxdd 13 Wxbd Qb6 loses 10 14
@bs,

0. g6
nEs
Forcing 11 .. £xa and pre-

paring the subsequent sacrifice on
3

no sxas
12 Sxes Tes
13 Wxes+ s
1 e Ee8

14... @e8 15 g5+ ek 16 Gad
W7 1765 s crushing, but Ehivest’s
14 &4, leading 1o very sharp
play. deserves more attention, and
the whole variation hangs on it

15 Wh3 sxed
16 exts b2
This s a new atiempt in an

old position. The opponents have
been following the game Euwe-

Landau, Hilversum-The Hague
1939, which continued 16 ... &b4
17 1xg7 6 18 @S witha devas.
ating attack for White

17 axw

7o w2

Gaviikov proposed 17 .. gafe,
assessing the position as unclear
Still, with his king in the centrc
and his pieces lacking full coord:
nation, Black seems to me rather
vulnerable afier 18 £a3.

18t s

On 18 .. Wb3 Gavikov recom
mends 195
19 ags s
20 Zael w7
U et w8
2w
The fight is practically over.
22 @06 2315 &7 24 W
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and White resigned, without wai

E
Y
2xb3
Tabl
&2
3

Play the Queen's Gambit

=03
a7
dxed
cxb3
b2
exf3t

ing for the obvious reply

Hastings 1982/83

TUKMAKOV-KOVACEVIC
o 6
o a5
an a6
2 &b4
ags @bd7
exds exds
3

‘With the potential pressure on
the e1-a5 diagonal in mind, White's
normal reaction must be to finish
hisdevelopment and castle as

quickly as possible.

7

&

The passive 7 .. ¢6 8 £d3 00
9 W2 16 10 & isclearly favour-
able for White. The black bishop
has strayed and the simple a3 and
b4 will give a spatial advantage
ina typical minority attack on the
queenside, and with a gain of
tempo in comparison with similar
positions from other systems.

Fr

RHernandez-Kovagevie, Lu-
ceme Olympiad 1982, continued
8 216 &afs 9 &bSt £d7 10
Lxd7+ Wxd7 1100 00 12 dxcs
2xc3 13 bxed Dacs 14 ¥dd Efes
15 &2 $c7 16 Tabl Ze7 17 c6
b6 with fine play for Black.

8 . ot

On ... a5 Whitecancontinue
quietly 9 We2, but he can also
play the sharper 9 0:0 33 10
bxcd Wxed (if 10 ... &ed then 11
Sxed dnct 12 We3) 11 el Was
12 dxcs
§..00900c4 10 &2 &xe3 1
bxcd Was s not recommendable
because of 12 fes. Whit ntends
Gad? G, Wt preparing the
breakthrough in the cente. In
Alekhine-Vidmar, New York 1927,
Black grabbed the pawn with 13
Wxc3 and was severely pun-
iheds 13 Gxd7 nd7 14 Wl
threatened e7-b4 and forced
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Alekhine's Variation m

nd White's pair of bishops domi-
ate the board. At this point Black

could play signi

antly better: 37

EeS (intending .. &15) 38 £b3
3 keeps the balance.

38 e
39 G

8
©

9. &g fails 10 40 14 D6 41

s
4 he

an

40 .. B8 was better

a1 a3
42 g

v

Much stronger was 42 242
el 43 dxcl &e5 44 &aT+
&AT7 45 b and the ending is lost
for Black (Kasparov’s analysis)

a2 .
43 Eb1

o

Simple and strong. With the
v file open, the days of the black
Ipawn will be numbered.

a3 .
44
45 b1
46 dxbd
47 axde+
48 ot

an8
an
b4
zd8
Exde

The pawn on b6 is doomed.

Ihe fight s over.

48... g5 49 HbII550 S 4

S1 a6 €752 $b7 Th6 53 Tnbé
Exbb 54 bxbb Ox3 55 05 G2
5696 135747 1258 28-W 11-W
59 7 Wel+ 60 dcs Oned 61
Wt 1662 Wb+ 763 hgT+
eb 64 Bgt+ DI 65 Wgo+ 1B
66 6 Black resigned.

TUKMAKOV-KUPREICHIK
USSR Championship 1951

1 oat as
2o 6
3 an of6
4 ea dxca
5 a1 afs
6 e <
7 ket &b
8 00 Bbd7
9 am

The popularity of this move
has risen during the last decade.
White has concluded that he can
getrid of the white-squared bishop
and seize space on the kingside by
2dvancing his pawns.

9 .. gt

AUfirst it scemed that inciting
White to play 13 and gé weakens
the position of the white king, but
quite a rich practical experience
has not confirmed this view. | have
become inclined (o believe that
the quict 9... £g6 is better suited
0 the requirements of the position
In that case, the further 10 (3
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Manhartan Variation 149

Wack equalizes with 8 . &xc3+
W3 ¢4 or 9 bxed Was. After
the dubious text move White should
have played 9 242 Browne's
continuation is weaker.

9 Hel axed+

10 ¥xe3

Forced, because 10 bxc3 cxdd

tavours Black.

0 .. W+
0 ohed fe
A useful move. It prevents an
mmediate consolidation with 12
o2,
2 &n @6
B3

Ljubojevié considered 13 @42
a8 somewhat better

B o

The advantage has passed to
Black,

14 a0 af5
15 @xed

15 13 was worth consideration.
15 . Sxed
16 B e
17 b bs
8

Black's strategic plan i clear.
Controlling the square bl, he will
play ... BGS, ... Zc6, .. Had and

b6 with strong pressure on
White's weakened queenside. If

‘White tries to thwart this with 18
22 Black immediately plays 18
~ %ad and 19 241 faits 0 19
B2

8 . e
19 T Dat
20 ma2 Bes
2 ga a7
2 zel s
3 and+

Betier is 23 22 intending ed
(Ljubojevit).
3. i
21 &n
24 462 Hb6 25 ¢4 b3 26 Hed
encounters 26 .. e (with the

King on d7 this was not possible)
followed by ... Zeb6.

u . a6
1724 ... Zb6 at once then 25 cd,
2 2e b6
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m Play the Qucen's Gambrt

Only now, when the possble Now . e the reaon why
it o e T e Whiwas s st wih
oot S move Bty uesis
it e pome i
Mol om RO i e
is ok i
There is much more scope for 2 0 L
the king's bishop on g2. » e
" o L —
. int o posion 2 e a8
" oag2 ™ advantage.
1. dicamciniocomsiders
0. o
o B Bl doc o w10
open the door to the bishop oncl. 3 za one
1 vould prter 0 cxchang 5
R P e A i)
2o ma
Kasparos s rghily eiical of
this advance of the g-pawn. Black B an 44
S ipeding o L e s 3...hcame iosonsdernio.
vt oo
2 ma g 5 ia. Ta
RE 8 ut
Bea  ow B
3%

With his picces posted actively,
it s natural to open the position.
B .. exds
24 Gds QxS

25 &xds  ofs
26 a2
Kasparov gives 26 £¢3 with a
clear advantage.
2 b6

27 wrs w7
3 20 w3
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144 Play the Qucen's Gambit

2% .. e 7 ods Qs
27 Hxedt  wed 8 w2 ame
28 4ds

28 Bt voud be wo ey [BEAATLCH H|

because of 28 ... 2dl 29 Bxad
L6,

&
. n i
PR ep— ]

Y
kK

Bk’ posson mon v | 8%
)

any case, but the bofile had o be

Concoed
R AW WA

29... 15 was somewht bt %
o en
31zt b6 9 43
2 w Blck docs not meet a3 by 9
3 dus . &4 but by the sronger 9

@xed 10 bxcd &5 or 10 Wxc3

Winning the exchange and the g3 S5 9010 ey
game- Worse, of course, s 9 ¢4, on a
3 ... Bxd6 34 cxd6 $xd6 35 count of 9 .. Dxcd 10 bxc3 Dad.
Txf6+ beS 36 M8 c5 37 Ze§+ 9 Zcl will generally transpose,
d4 38 Ed8 eS 39 [4+ wed 40 although White tried for too much
&M £b3 41 $12 Db2 and Black  in Bareyev-Flear, Rome 1990, with
resigned. 9 ... Bxe3 10 bxed DdS 1 Led
(11 23 retums to Alekhine-Euwe)

11 .. @xc3 1200 b5 13 2b3 b,

ALEKHINE-EUWE
9 .. D3
25th match game 1935 " i o
1o as Black's play developed favour-
2w I ably in Viadimirov-Noguciras,
3 an 13 Havana 1986, aftcr 10... Giad 11
4 @a < 0-0 Wacd 12 We2 §b2 13 22
5 285 @bar Wb 14 43 W2 15 W1 23 16
6 a5 Wel f6 17 &hd &b4. 14 Wdl
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2
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3t
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2
B

a7
2
dxes

Alekhine's Variation 27

wds

a8

Waes

bxcs then 32 Zd1.

#ies

Le6

bres

W 2667 Exad would prolong
e struggle.

1 ... Bed 34 ZbbT xed 35
ind? 16 36 %e6 B 37 (4 et
W ke8 &5 39 a7+ Ex7 40
uNfT+ ed and Black resigned.

NAIDORF-PETROSIAN
Pulms de Mallorca 1969

@
ot
an
%)
a4
a
Sxcd
00
e
203

as
o
afs
dxed
415
P
4b4
abd?
26
205

After 10 ... xd3 11 Wxd3 0.0
12/ 2d1 and 13 e4 White achieves
1 lavourable position.

et

o

Hy trying to make use of the pin
n the d1-hS diagonal Black is

iing tension in the centre.

«uict and good was 11 ...0-0. A
tew examples (o illustrate this

line: 12 24 Teb 13 5 25 14
@xd5 cxdS 15 Wed Rg6 16 265
£e7 17 g6 fxg6 18 el Rxg5
19 &xgS @b8 with roughly equal
play in Panno-Filip, Interzonal
1955 - b3 and g4 would yeld only
a_ minimal advantage; or 12 5
@5 13 £d2 ¢5 14 Tidl cxdd 15
@S 2302 16 Bxd2exds 17 415
Ee8 18 g4 296 19 £xg6 hxg 20
Exdd Gxes 21 GxeS f6 with
equality, Gligorié-Smyslov, Yugo-
slavia v. USSR 1956; or 12¢5 &5
13 Bed ReT 1435 Be 15 h3 5
16 g4 g6 17 hd cxdd 1815 Sxed
19 Wxed g6 20 £h6 @1cS 21 Wxdd
@b3, Kapengot-Kupreichik, USSR
1969,

2 s exds

On 12... Sxe3 White was prob-
‘ably intending 13 bxe3 cxdS 14 £a3.

oxs xS
14 exds  4ds
15 b3 wer
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26 Play the Queen's Gambis

The only move to worry Black,
E 000

In our 1963 Championship Dr
“Trifunovié played against me 13

D6, After 14 2x¢6001 payed
e sharp 15 @e5 fxe6 16 Oxg6
hugh 17 Weot @7 I8 Lxfs
@xfB. Years later | analyzed this
posiion with Dr Trfunovt during
astayin Athens, where he worked
25 4 trainer, and we came 10 the
conclusion that it was favourable
for White

14 a8 Ehes

On 14 ... @6 15 a6 b6 Black
can be satisfied,but 15 2b3keeps
the tension.

15 2ht a6
16 s

16 263 seems more precise.
16 . hxgs
17 63

In the 1974 Nice Olympiad
Donner here incorrectly played 17
bl allowing 17... &xcd 18 Wxct
Zn8 19 h3 InS with a fine game.
The white bishop must remain
alive.
(L )

Suetin is of the opinion that
Black docs not_ have sufficient
counterplay on the kingside and
that 17 ¢S offers better pros-
pects

) 38
19 %t Tans
20 Zebt F

2 fxds

Fiohe said that the advantage of
the pair of bishops consists in the
fact that you can exchange one
of them at a propitious moment.
Here his words come true. White
builds up pressure on the open
befile against which there is no
defence.

A Wnds
2 wer
) 2e8

Understanding that he has chosen
the wrong path, Black pulls his
forces back.

24 @3 b6
25 axbs axbé
26 Ea3 w8
27 mage g7

28 W+ o5
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9
The Manhattan Var

tion

the diageam_position, i Black
should ever play ... c6 he would
simply have an inferior form of
the Exchange Variation, with the
bishop on b4 being misplaced,
neither breaking the pin on the
knight nor restraining Whitc's
quecnside play. Black is thercfore
in effcct committed to an carly ..
a5, but this gives the impression
of eaving the Black position rather
unstable. However, having em-
phasized the theoretical defects of
Black's system, it should also be
noted that Black hasrecently been
doing quite well i the main lines
with 7 €3¢S 8 23 c49 &15. The
important srategic point, neplected
in Tukmakov-Kovatevic, is that
Black at 4 suitable stage £an play
Here Black prepares hiscounter- . &ed without worrying about
play with the bishop, rather than ~ White's passed d-pawn after a
with the queen asinthe Cambridge  knight exchange, so long as dS
Springs Variation, Unfortunately  can be blockaded by a knight
this leaves the knight on f6 still  Maybe Capablanca’s nstincs were
pinned against the queen, and so  correct when he played 8 Wad
Black is unable to mect the critical  (Capablanca-Spiclmann). § b3
exchange on dS with .. @xd5. s (Browne-Ljubojevié), with similar
in the Cambridge Springs. From  ideas, s less accurate

146
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fxe3

Alekhine's Variaiion 29

wer

Black’s pawn structure has re-

ined superior and his king is

more_active. Yet rook endings
sometimes hide unexpected possi-
iites of holding the balance.

a0
a

Actiy

s
204

s

y is essential in rook

wlings. Najdorf teans’ers his rook

b4, giving up the doomed pawn

awds.

a1
2
o
a“
4

b
b6
wer
ha

wd6
dnds
et
bs
2ds

In order to improve the passive
position of his ook Petrosian
alfers 3 logical counter-sacrifice.

46 T7 Tas
On 46... 2bS White would reply
11 Tb6 cs 48 B,
BT by
8 7 b2
9 DS e
S0 dgs Fare
51w i
52 g5

Petrosian demonstrated_that
the game was stil drawn: 52 exfd
LVS3(5 €3 54 16 Halt 55 dg2
(%6 Zds+ ed 57 Rd etc

02

fred

53 ks et
4 3do

The final mistake. After 54 ZgS
Black cannot make any progress.
54...¢2+ 55 Wi2e3+ 6 del leads
nowhere and 54 .. Zh2 55 Tas is
equally clear.

.. 25 55 h6 Zh2 56 Zeo+
©43 57 Tde+ de2 58 Teo+ bl
59 Bd6+ Bd2 White resigaed.

GAVRIKOV-DORFMAN
USSR Championship 1981

e as
2 o

3an o
1 aa et
5 ad 215
6 e 6

7 At kbt
8 00 2bd?
9 w3
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The Cambridge Springs Variasion 1as

should be tried.
1 ga

110:0 $xc3 12 We2 hides dan-
gers, too. 12 ... Re? allows 13
Lx67 DT 14 BeS D6 15 Sxgh
nxgé 16 W13 00 17 We3 followed
by f4 (Polugayevsky), while 12
%6 invites 13 D2 Was 14 Ded
We7 15 WS with compensation
for the pawn, Vaganian-Torre,
Biel Interconal 1985,

n . @xed
2 0o bd
13 a3

On 13 Wb2 there is 13 D5
14 Bed a3 15 Wbl &e?.

3 . a3
4 Hat b3
15 ke

Euwe analyzed 15 Des Ded 16
We2 @xg5 17 WhS,but 17... k7
sefues it. Besides, 15 ... 0.0 is
quite good. | remember an old
analysis giving 15 Efcl @a2 16
Wia2 Wxd3 17 d5 0-0 (White
threatencd Wb2) 18 Ed1 followed
by d6 with compensation. The text
move is dubious because Black
could reply 15 . @ed and no
compensation is visible for the
two pawns

15 . wis

16 e

Szabo-Unzicker, Buenos Aires
1960, continued 16 Wd3 WbS 17
4 Wxad 18 &xd3 @bS 19 TbI
20

16 . Dred
17 bt xS
18 Bes as
19 Wad 3
0 g6t

After extremely risky play one
more error, losing without creating
chances. There was more fire in
20 £63 WA821 Gicd B 22 Tel,
although Euwe’s strong defensive

2 .. Za6 should stop the attack.

» .. hegs
A ons OB+

With the forced exchange of
queens the fight is decided.

22 Wxf3 $xf3 23 gxf3 NS 24
D4 B5 25 D3 Txf3 26 &S b6,
27 g2 T 28 ©b3 €5 29 dxes
2630 e 0-0-0 31 ext Tpd+
32 M3 R 33 ed Hxfo 34 14 g5
35 d3 ed 36 15 Thd 37 Tadl
Lk 38 Wed Ze2+ 39 &3 Des
40 G4 48 41 Ges Dxdl 42
Exdl Re2+ 43 dngS xS+ 44
@S &xdl 45 Drcé ad White
resigoed.

He loses the knight.
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68

Play the Queen's Gambis

Petrosian has in mind a some-
what strange plan that retains
queenside castling as 2 possibilty.

16
17
18
19
20
2
2

el
B
e
ad
oht
wadd
2h6

a6
sg6
o
w7
a3
3

“That Black's king is going 10 be
more exposed on the queenside is
quite a logical conclusion.

2 ..

n

as

040
s

Black achieves some counterplay
on the kingside owing 0 a litde
tactical surprise - 24 gaf5 g5 etc.

u

an

o

I spent a couple of days n Palma

during_this event.

T remember

Najdorf lamenting his next move.

25 e+

Analyzing the game later that
day Najdor found a beautiful
refutation: 25 Wdd (intending 2¢

€x(3 26 Wa7) 25 . b8 26 el
6527 @eS. That evening he was
inconsolable.

% . b8
2% ags wer
7 o B8

Dr Euwe proposed 27 ... &et
as even beteer.

2 w7 [
29 &xg7  Ehed

With the exchange of queens
and all danger 1o Black's king
gone, it s faily evident that White
weaker pawn formation will cause
him diffculties

W &3 s

3 en 27

2 Zadt 207
Probing the weakness on dS.

n 2 @

3 2 et

35 Qd4

The weaker side usually finds it
useful to simplify the position
Now is the proper time, because
35... &S does not work.

35 . x4

3 a4 T

7 Exd e

3 a2 e
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now White's rooks are more har-
moniously placcd than in the
Kasparov-Tatai game.

[E t7d

“This defensive move may not
be necessary. The currently fav-
oured plan is (0 exchange on c3
and then o occupy the important
o4 square. Usually Black will have
10 play . dxed at some stage,
giving Whitea passed d-pawn, but
thisis not such a big concession if
Black can control the blockading
square dS. The plan with qucens
off: 13 ... &xc3 14 Wxe3 Wacd IS
b3 Gied 16 Dxed dxed 17 Z1bl
@b6 18 xck Taxcs 19 ad ds
20 Exb7 @xc3 and Black was
better in Seirawan-Sosonko, Wijk
aan Zee 1986, With queens on:
13 e 14 bxe3 Ded 15 Dxed.
dxed 16 14 b6 17 Lxc Taxct
183 135 19 fxed Wxed 20 Bacd
2163 21 ¢5 bS, Sickanski-P.Blatny,
Oakham 1996, and again Black's
‘pawn majority is more threatening
than White's because his knightis
much better than White's bishop.

)

In the game Huzman-Drcyev,
USSR 1987, White played 14 Hacl
and after 14 .. Ged 15 Daxed
dxed 16 &f4 £b6 17 Sack Taxes
18 13 had the better of it 18 ..
exf3 19 2xf3 15 20 e4 g8 21
83 keptall the initiative, while
incasc of 18 .. &xc3 19 bx3 245

20 fxed Wxc3 21 W2 Black would
face similar diffcultis. Dreyev
later tied to improve against
Novikov at Lvov 1977 with 14
Gb6, but 15 &nch Eanch 16
RxI6 o 1714 g7 1815 ©ad
19 Babl, preparing for cither 4
or 812, Kept he advantage

1.
If the bishop retreats then 1S

b4 Tollows, after which 15... cxb3
16 ©xb3 favours White.

15
16

e
bxed

Sxed

et
bs

As dubious as it looks. Kova-
Eevié later proposed 16 .h6 as

better.

1
18
19
20
2

am
at
axisr

e
B

a6
he
@uf6
Zexed

Capturing the pawn would be
premature: 21 axbS axb$ 22 Txas
Exa8 23 Ixbs Zal+2¢ ol Ta
25 ZdI Ec2 26 Dbl Ded (Kova-
Eevié). The square o must be
controlled.

un
2

&n

Zabg
buad

Black is playing forced moves.

3
2

w68
e

28

I 26 Txad then 24 . T6225
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Alekhine's Variation 5

0 . 9
2 wa wds
2 4 afs

Kupreichik should have been
wonsistent and played 22 .. &b,
reventing White's next.

3 e
10 is quite probable that Black
awerlooked this strong move. 23
@xgd s refuted by 24 ¢5 and
1 Bxed by 24 xed.
3. Ny
2 s e

As usually happens, one error
Irads 1o another. 24 .. Wxdé+
wis certainly betler.
25 w2 x4
25._exdd is met as in the game
ukmakov).

26 b6 20
7 a2 @a6

2 Q3 bt
9 oa a6
0 @l

Of course, the bishop necds a2
and the knight moves to d3.

0. w8
3 hm a7
2 as e
3 wn

White's pressure has increased
as his picces have taken active
positions. If now 33 ...&g8 then
34 f6 wins

0. ans

The theeat Black cannot meet
satisfactorily, 35 @xd4 exdd 36
€5, forces him into the text con-
tinuation.

3. Sb2
3 B s
36 Mo g1

Or 36 . hag6 37 &07 118 38
Lf6+ ShT 39 Lag6+ dng6 40
WIS+ and wins.

37 216 hxgs 38 Wgd 24 39
Shl &h7 40 217 Black resigned.

TUKMAKOV-DOLMATOV
USSR Championship 1981

1 da ds
2 o o
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Manhattan Variation 151

Black togive up his loosc h-pawn,
which left him in an inferior posi-
ton,

9 a8

The passive 9 X2 offers no
more than equal play after 9 ...
W5 10 00 2xc3 11 bxed Ded
(butnot 11...Wxe3 12 #b10-013
o) 12 Wel Wxc3 (but not 12 ..
33 13 e4) 13 fxed Wrel 14
el dxed 15 B2 b6 16 414 (5
17 xot &6, s demonstrated by
Pachman,

9. was
9 ... &cS fails 10 10 Re2
10 wa

Not forced. White could con-
tinue 100-0 owing (o the fact that
10 233 11 bxe3 Wxe3 fails to
12 816 @x6 13 Wad+, but Biack
plays the stronger 11 . ed 12
W2 DxgS (not 12... Dxc3 13e4)

10 00

Here we have to remember
Lilienthal's famous analysis te-
futing 10 .. &S with 11 £x(6
R0 12 WafS Qxc3+ (or 12 .
6 13 dxes) 13 bxed Wxed+ 14
W2 B3 15 kbt Wedt 16 1
W2 17 g4 Wral+ 18 g2 Wxa2
19 g5,

oo 28

Necessary in order (o control
the square ed. If 11 .. g6 at once,

then 12 4xd7 @xd? 13 ¢4 with
the better chances.

2 o

A new try. The old 1223 &xcd
13 ¥xc3 W3 14 bxcd @b6 15
Sx8 Dxck 16 £xi6 from a
Bogoljubow-Spicimann_game is
clearly beuer for White, but
Black's 14th move s evidently
disastrous. He should have played
14 ... 16, although in my opinion
‘White is still better. Tukmakov's
move is undoubtedly a part of
White'sstrategy of playing (3 and
€4, and is thercfore logical.

. 2
13 &

13 £xd7 @xd7 14 23 &xcd IS
bxc3, Kasparov-Tatai, Dubai Ol-
ympiad 1986, was well met by
Black: 15 ... 86 16 3 £d7 17
Bfel 2ad 18 Wel L6 with equal-
ity. Halas suggests that Black
Would even have been better after
17 .. @ad. Earlier, 14 13 would
have been met by 14... &b6.
‘Can White improve on this? It
is natural o1ry for 4, buthe must
beware the hanging bishop on gS.
One suggestion is 14 Tacl, and i
1455 15 13 b6 16 ¢4 &b 17
€xdS &3 18 bxcd @xdS 19 Gied
with a slight edge for White in
Plachetka-Palac, Bratislava 1990.
Perhaps 14 .55 is not wholly
logical, Halasz suggests instead
14, @b6 15 0 &d7, although
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would bz met by 10... &5, 10 g3
by 1025, and 10 ¥b3 by 10...
W06, In Tukmakov-Ribli, Euro-
pean Club Championship 1988,
10 16 00 11 Gxg6 hagh 12 WT3
BcB 13 Edl Wb 14 Shl T(d8
led 10 tough play with  minimal
advantage for White.

In the well-known 12th game of
the 1954 Botvinnik-Smyslov match
Black replied 9 .. 00, rightly not
being afraid of 10 xfs exis,
when his pawn formation is well
suited 0 contain White's influence
i the centre. The further 10 £3
£g6 11 ¢4 c5 12 Dxg hxg6 13
e3 should have been met by 13
- Wb6 (Botvinnik) with level
play. Botvinnik therefore proposed
12dxeS @xeS 13 &e2as better for
‘White, while later practice accep-
ed as standard 11 @xgé hxg6 12
We2,when 12...cS fails 0 13 £a2
and 12 ... ¢5 to the abvious 13
Wxgs.

08 aas

The alternative 10 .. &hS is
analyzed in the next game.

ohes
12 W

The pressure on the open file,
the space advantage (which will be
enhanced by e4) and the pair of
bishops offer White better pros.
pects. 12...0-0-0 134 G516 14gS
@4 15 W3 quickly decided in
Hort-Meduna, Czech Champion-
ship 1974,

12 o0
13 i@ s
14 el 4d6
15 g3 wer
16 %43

Tam notsure that d3is the right
square for the bishop. On b3 it is
very active and useful. However,
the text also keeps the betier pros:
pects.

16 . @b

17 &b &l

Played in anticipation of @icd
and g5.

18 @ed s
19 0c3 Zaeh
20 Bdel

Tukmakov explains why 20 gxf$
was not so good: 20 .. exfs 21
£xfs g6 22 Wgd D6 23 Wgs
fds.
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@e2 22 26 Ba Eel
2 .. 2k
Erom c7 the knight will defend
the weak points.
25 Bad @7
26 w1
The c-pawn needs protectionin
view of the possible ... @bS.
% .. 5 -
‘This does not prevent ed, but if
White plays it the ffile will be
opened for counterplay.

27 w2 5
3 e fred
29 fred 28
3 exds
Inadequate. 30 Za$ was correct.
xS
a0y
g2

Played in time pressure and
evidently not satisfactory.

B . oxed
3 dxe3 Zxh2
35 et

With only seconds left on his
clock Tukmakov succeeds inruin-
ing his game completely. 35 c4

s . 30

“The old rule: cut off the king
and et the pawns run.

36 Zxa Bt
37 o hs
B 8
3 e an

‘White lost on time

Kovatevié demonsirated the
line 40 Tal hé 41 Dyl g6 42 d5
g5 43 c6 g 44 d6 h3 45 ¢7 h2
46 301 Teb+ 47 w2 g2 48 o7
e+,
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PLAY THE
QUEEN'S GAMBIT/,

Grandmaster Marovic argues the case
for following classical principles in one's
44 defence to 1 d4, advocating the solid
e systems of the Queen’s Gambit Declined —
% (2...€6), the Slav Defence (2...c6) and %
E the more ambitious Semi-Slav (...e6
and...c6).

games, each carefully selected for
instructional value, will give insight and
confidence to all those who play the »
Queen’s Gambit with Black or White.

Commentaries to over 150 classic F
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Typographical Note

10 order that the reader may sce at a glance where a game diverges rom its
predecessor, the game moves change to bold type at the paiat of divergence.





index-4_1.png
Play the
Queen’s Gambit

D. Marovi¢
International Grandmaster

CADOGAN

chess





index-7_1.png
2 Introduction

much of the cuphoria for such openings as the Sicilian and Benon;in
the constant flow of opposites, chess players turned back to the values
of an epoch in chess whose interests were narrower, but whose thinking
ran deeper, with more consistency and solidity. The last decade has
brought new interest in the Orthodox Queen’s Gambit and the Skev
system. Some old schemes have been rediscovered and reassessed, some
novelties introduced. No spectacular changes can be expected though;
firstly, both systems are by the nature of their static pawn formations
susceptible 10 only a limited range of strategic treatments, andsecondly,
the modern master i a practical player of restrcted chess culture and
inferior positional understanding. In his hands the Queens Gambit
remains basically a foutine pushing of pieces and unfortunately very

o the imaginative play which so often characterized the
Queen's Gambit in the first half of our century.

This s the reason why in compiling this collection of games | have so
often had (0 turn to the great masters of the past and choose from their
dozens of masterpicces. These masters understood the spirit of the
Queen's Gambit, they played it with relish and what they produced were
often beautiful, instructive games.

The beautiful games I needed, because in my opinion it should be a
pleasure o learn opening theory. not a boring task of memorizing
moves. I needed instructive gamies 100, 50 that errors and fincsses in
positional reasoning should be neat and clear, and stick inthe memory.
As I wrote in the foreword to my companion volume on the King’s
Indian Defence, it s through memorable games that one can understand
most fully the ideas behind opening systems, and their deep connections
with the plans which are formed amid the complexities of the cnsuing.
middlegame.

“The games in this book explain briefly the essential preoccupations of
the Queen's Gambit and Slav Defence. 1 have not dealt with the
Tarrasch Defence, which has evolved into a major independent system.
Here though we deal with a set of variations which basically belong 10
the same overall system by reason of their common pawn structure, but
which differ significantly one from another. The possibiliics are
‘numerous, and everyone can find a ine that wil suit him. I s true that
the Queen's Gambi is not especally suitable when you need to play for
a win, abandoning all caution, but it is a solid system of the sort the
practical player needs 5o often, 2 friend you can depend on in difficult
encounters

T would like 10 express my thanks to International Master Colin
Crouch for his help in the preparation and updating of this volume.

Draten Marovié
Zagreb 1991
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Introduction

Once upon 2 time the Old Masters used to meet 1 &4 with the
wymmetrial 145, They knew the valus of th cetralsquaresand hey
M for thern. The square J5 was thercforc occupied on the very it
e and this ot was hed flem Whie Back graduallycompleed b
ek pment behind hi pawn front and go ready o open hs postion
i Trke i game, 1 is 50 his aymmetry and the baske sounncss of
Tk paw Structuee hat defonding the Queen's Gambal owes it
L imkation of soliay. Bolh virtues and shoricomings are implied in
Tk pawn Structure: what hagpens ater on the board 1 largely
A Wit by pawn Sirueturs. Farticula sitce plans come nto
oy waturaly, and in general e can 52y tht (hes are vahd to the
i 0 Whick chey aré i harmony with the pawn sirueture
i e i he centre, Black yiclds I to is opponent. Yet
e pawn bubark aiso indicates Black's main developmental
i, he smpeded mobility of i Hghtsquared bishop. Hemmed
"\l i on <6, sooner o ate this bishop preseni a big probien.
./ Tack somelimes 1o cede ground in the cemre, sometimes 16
o am ather form of weakness. Even i those nes n which Biack
¢\ rsolve the developrn of hs bahop at an arly stae,
4y Sl b resricted by his pawn stzactor. This can
mpie in the Slav Defénce, in which Whit tends to
cenir and oftn procéeds o aitack on the kingside.
hese positions iaysremainsomewhat paaiv
el Syt sdvatage, more spae for e
g Slernative options. 1 practical erms his may not mean
i, e’y Garbi s charactrized by smal advaniages, oten
ol il o he ntiored e )
prined tha the post-war masiers, impatint o ciplore
"1 love with the excling new possbiites of the
1 posiions, had nexther th tme nor he parence
1 Opening which by its ety naturc belonged o &
A ot rpred o he posvar Jeus BrouEht
U W el
T Bt i i eventually passed by, and with them passed
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1
The Exchange Variation

1w as that the mobility of Black’s queen-
2w e * side pawns is badly impeded in
3 @3 af6 that should he ever play -.. ¢S his
4 eds exds ‘pawn on dS will become seriously
5 &g8 weakened. Furthermore it will

usually become necessary for Black
10 play ...c6 at some stagein order
to support his pawn centre. Yet
since we have already seen that
S s usually undesirable for Black,
the pawn on c6 itself becomes a
fixed target for attack, White's
usual procedure is (o initiate &
minority attack (two pawns attack
three) by pushing his b-pawn for-
ward (0 bS. 1f White achieves this,
Black wil usually be reluctant (0
capure because this willleave his
d-pawn weak, so usually he will
1 the most basic positions  allow White 10 exchange on c6
w the Queens Gambit. White  himself. This will leave Black with
uedately stabilizes the pawn a backward pawn on an open file,
i in the centre, and then ot necessarily a fatal weakness
141t 10 Lay siege Lo the black  but one which i certainly arduous
1 45, The pawn structure 1o defend. Games such as Gligoric-
ot quecnside is of particular  Medina, Szabo-Stahlberg  and
Gttt A Tirst one might assume  Smyslov-Keres below allillustrate
that Wiack i attacking on this  this basic plan. Black for his part
k1 it he has an extra pawn  must try (o maintain active possi-
W Adduserexaminationshows  bilitis on the kingside; the games
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The Cambridge Springs Variation 13

17 27 [4 947 28 We2 DB 29
WhS+ g8 30 We 5 31 &xd6
ds 32 RS Wxid 33 W7+
18 34 g6 W4 35 LxeB Tuch
36 b1 816 and in expectation of
he+ and Wxes - Black resigned.

CAPABLANCA-ALEKHINE
7th match game 1927

@
o
an
a3
ags
3
oa

as

&
ad7
gl

s

was

A useful move. It controlsed, it
can recapture on o4, and, as we
shall see, sometimes @b3 will be
accessary. Apart from the text
move White used 10 play the sim-
plifying 7 &xf6 (Capablanca) 7 ..
G5 § 3 b4 9 W3 (0r9 We2
dred 10 2xéd Ded) 9 . dxet 10
xed, but 10 ... 0-0 110:0 rc3
12 bxe3 b6 13 265 2b7 can be
awessed as approximately equal

7

254

Playing agaiost Timman_at
Amsterdam 1980, Hort chose 7

dred 8 £x16 D6 9 Drcd We?
bt after the further 10 22 &7
113 5 12 Tel 00 13 0-0 &7
14 b4 B(c8 15 §b3 White had an
wdvantage in space and stood

better.

8 w2 00
9 ghe

Do we have o remind you that
9 23 dxed loses a piece? How-
ever, more diffculies are caused
Tor Black by the more natural,
developing 9 &e2. transposing
into theline we analyze inthe next
gome if Black plays 9 . dxed. It
Black meets  £62by S . 5 then
100:0 (10 86 &xfo 11 dxes
e gave White no advantage in
Kasparov-Smyslov, 13(h maich
game 1984) 10 . cxdé 11 &b
W7 (or 11 . W6 12 exdd) 12
D dxed 13 oxcd offers White
the betterchances. Afier the game
SpraggeiSaced, Taxco Interzonal
1985, Saced, avoiding 13... Dgd
because of i4 44 26 15 BcbS
cxb5 16 &abS, ricd with my help
o reach cqual play, but our fnal
conclusion was that White was
bettr.

9. ]

Now long since forgotten, this
position was once the subject of
thorough analysis and_excited
controversics. For apart from 9
<5 there is another, sharp line
starting with 9 ... ¢5 10 dxeS Ded
11 @dxed dxed 12 ¢6 BeS, Since
13 €7 Ee8 14 0-0-0 &6 offers no
advantage, White is forced into
13 exI7+ Exi7 14000 215 15 a3
43+ 16 bl (if 16 xdd exdd
1782 then 17 .., c5 s strong) 16
Rx63 17 ¥xc3 e 18 bxe3
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can play 10 fxe6 fxe6 11 fxcd
W6, and now 12 2 insicad of
12 ¥e2 a5 played. Tabatadze
gives as unclear 12 08 dxcd 13
Wxd6 cxb2+ 14 W34 bal =W+,
but the unclearest aspect of the
position s how Black is supposed
o survive after 15 2 $ah! 16
6. Black’ king i in a mating
net, and White with care can avoid
all Black s auempis atsetting upa
perpetual check, for example 16
- Wg2+ 17 a1 Wel+ 18 dc2
W2+ 19 de3 (the key move; now
Black has no checking squares on
the a7-g1 diagonal, and so must
abandon the idea’ of ... Wobt
when the white king reaches the
bofile) 19 ... Wel+ 20 Sh2 W2+
21 a3 and White wins. The queen
sacrifice 19 ... ©dS+ 20 &xdS
Wo6 21 c6+ Wxch prolongs
the game but does ot save i:afier
22 fxch Gxch 23 xeh+ a8
White can stillforce mate or gain
of material with 24 g5+ &7 25
W7+ 68 (05 ... d6 26 4t
e§ 27 ad) 26 L1, (Analysis
by Crouch)

8 @xed

‘White also has recourse 08 g5
In an carlier US Championship
game Benko-Addison, play con-
tinued 8 .. 69 £xf6 (afterd Rhd
510 dxc5 Wxdl+ 11 Exdl £e2
Black keeps the balance)9 .. #xf6.
(also possible is9 .. gxf6 10 &xed
€5 11 dres Wadl+ 12 Bxdl £e2

13 el 2b3) 10 ¢4 RN 11 &xet
€5 12 4bS+ e7 13 Wb3 a6 14
€2 8¢ Black was OK.

From the position afier 7
b4, but with 2 ©hd-13 repetition
included, Azmaiparashili-Tvan-
chuk, Erevan 1989, continued 10
a2 (intending 1] o4 gxed 12
fxed @xed 13 Wed) 10 5 11
dxeS @S (inviting White's pawn
fork) 12 ¢4 W16 13 Wa4 &7 14
LI &xed 15 Txed Bxfd 16 Dxd?
0.0 (16 ... &ixd? 17 Bd1) 17 g}
(perhaps 17 c6 should be tried) 17
- Wt 18 Wxe3 @ned 19 Bt
©c2 20 $e2 (or 20 12 Exal and
White cannot take on (7 because
of the pin on the -ile) 20... Dxal
21 @7 &b3 22 @xh8 Txhs 21
h3 DAd+ 24 a2 T 25 Bdl
xe5 26 el a6 with a substantinl
advantage for Black.

8 . o

The point of the early &xcd i
precisely that .. c5 s notso gooi
at this moment and that § ... 04
is called for. In that case While
canno proceed with 9 cd because
Of9... Dxed 10fxed Whe+ 11 $a?
Wred 12 W3 Wxdd-+ 13 el Dt
1 have played this position only
once, against Bukic in our team
championship, and from that per
sonal cxperience 1 can say thut
Black has very good chances of
winning,

Therefore after 8 ... 0-0 While
plays 9 g5 h6 10 &hd ¢S 11
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136

8 ad

Play the Queen's Gambit

In bis fater comments Alekhine
improved on this risky move and.
suggested 8 cS Wxb29 L3, White
could defend the pawn by 8 Dxf6+
and 9 el but then9 .. c5 seizes
the initative. The pawn sacrifice,
therefore, was necessary.

b2

A year later Euwe surprised

Spicimann with &

Dxed9 Lxed

b+ 10 D02 Wxb2, when it be-
came clear that White'srisky play
had backfired. We understand
now why Alekhine turned to8 ¢S
Colle’s text move gains a pawn,

but at a high price.

9 00
10 fxed
e
12 Eet
13 w2
14 a2

Dxed
ar
s
ae7
b6

Biack has no weak points, but
his picces arc fimited to the home
ranks and he has no active play.
His passivity must tell sooner or

later.
[

o

Black should have castled im-
mediately. There is no point in
opening the long black diagonal
as only White can make use of it

15 4
16 Dxdd

exdd
00

17 arns

The first disagrecable conse-
quence.

7. e
18 @xert Wkl
19 Habl

It is usually the tempi gained
that make the compensation for
the sacrificed material,

9. zd8
20 e b6
A wer

Before playing Eg3 White must
control S

u . b7
2 g a8
5z o
2 W

Black will now be forced 1o
open the door to his castle.

2416 25 4b4 ©d6 26 Uged
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b

"

wads
v}
xa?

s

Ha2 then 28 e is

kit

et
e
bt
urg
ued
Led
wh

45 41 13 and Ees+.

LIS 42 T4+ o6 43 f5+
+ WA 45 ha ol 46
141 Lud b6 48 Ba7+ g8
~+ 141 A0 e Black resige-

Alekhine's Variation 29

is weak he tries to
o chances through ex-

Txds
Hxa?

et
Tes

g was 28 b3 since if

111 TORMANEK

wliip 1982

1ode as
2 e o
3 @a @
i an dxcs
S ad &5
6 @es 3

“The text is the main alternative
16 ... @bd7. Black develops
quickly, basing his decision on
the tactical possibilties which
arise after § 4 (see the next game).

70

Some time ago Tukmakov pro-
posed 7 g3, which in some recent
games led to sharp play after 7

£b48 kg2 Bed 9 0-0 &xcd 10
bxed 3 11 ka3 Wxdd (due 1o
the looming &xcé, taking the ex-
change would be bad) 12 @xcd
Wicd 13 W6 and in Knaak-
Ehlvest, Erevan 1988, White had
a song ive for the piece.
8 .. %49 13 kg6 comes into
consideration, planning ... 5.

7. b4

7. ¢S is somewhat impatient.
‘The further 8 ef cxdd 9 ext$ Qo6
10 @xch bxes 11 fxeh ek 12
Axcd dxe3 13 bxe3 Was or 13...
045 14 Wa4, Hibner Smyslov,
match 1984) 14 £42 0dS 15 $e2
@7 160-0 £c5+ 17 Shi Thed 18
43 was advantageous 10 White
in Salov-Smyslov, USSR Cham-
pionship 1988. Black tried 10 im-
Prove with 9 .. b4 n Tabatadze-
Hoperia, Budapest 1990, but White
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The Cambridge Springs Variation 1

Inadequate. As Becker showed,
there was much more resistance
in27 . Hads 28 &xe6 Ixd4 29
ThB+ HeT 30 Txes+ xed 31
exdd Wbt 32 ddl ad 33 Se2.

28 led Td6 29 Th7 deT 30
Wag7 A8 31 e fxe 32 Wb?
Whi+ 33 B4 axbd 34 c5 Zeh
3 Zabd Bxcs 36 Za7 Black re-
Nigned.

CAPABLANCA-ALEKHINE
29th match game 1929

1oa as
2 o I3

3 aa o6
4 ags @bd1
5 e I3

§ an

1is at this point that White
uually avoids. the Cambridge

Springs Variation. However, nei-
ther 623 477 O Ded § &xe?
Wxe? 9 We2 xe3 10 Wxe3 0011
L2 dxed 12 Rxed b6 130-0 2b7
nor 6 &d3 Was 7 &hd dxct §
&xcd b5 9 £b3 £b7 10 B3 ¢S
gives any advantage. Much betier
s 6 cxdS transposing after 6 ...
exdS (with the knight on d7 6
€xdS is_positionally unjustified)
into the Exchange Variation chap-
ter 1)

6 Was
7 Ba2 vt
8 ¥ dxcd

In general it is not consistent
10 give up the centre in positions
Jike this, but Black gets rid of the
‘opponent’s black-squared bishop.
by way of compensation. The al-
ternative 8 ... fed 9 Ddxed dxed
10 204 0-0 11 £e2e5 12000513
&5 does not bring relie

9 fxfs s

10 Dot e

1 a3 e

12 g

On g2 the bishop will be more

active than on €2, Inthe |1th game.
of the same match, the opponents
played 12 22 0013 0-0 2d7 14
b4b6 15 43 Bact 16 Lfdl K18
17 Zacl &ed. Black's defence
was irm, but White had a spatial
advantage,

n . 0.0
13 sg a7





index-265_1.png
202 Play the Queen's Gambit

has 19 . f6
. abs
20 Ges T

On 20 .. &e7 Browne gives 21
@dd.

2 o s

On 21 .. @ac? or 21 ... Gec?
there is 22 £b6
2 fekr b7
23 k6 D7
24 Qwba+ w6
5 meer a7
25 .. 7 was better.

26 2cB+ 48 27 Qa6 40728
Lxe6 e7 29 xf7 Ex7 30 2
@f6 31 Ed1 Eha8 32 25 a4 33
©d3 a5 34 Eal E8a7 35 Za3
o7 36 ded a7 37 TS Black
resigned.

NIKOLIC-BELYAVSKY
Reykjavik 1985

1 oas as
2 o 6
3 an afs
1 aa dxct
5w 415
b s r
708 2b4
8 et

There is no doub that this is
consistent with the previous play,
but grandmaster practice taught

White to postpone occupation of
the centre. Today, however, weare
witnessing the revival of the old
tine,

8 . Sxed
9 Tued et
10 2@

The aliernative, 10 W13, does
not overcome Black's resistancs.
10 .. Widd 11 WxT+ S8 12
g5+ g (butnot 12 .. 8 11
Wxcot DT 14 Bxdl+ Wad7 13
@xd7 @xc3 16 bxc3 a3+ 17
&1 Rxal 18 BcS with the better
game for White, Sosonko-Torre.
Tilburg 1982) 13 Wxg? fxc3+ 14
bxed Wied+ 15 &2 Wed+ 16 el
W3+ leads to perpetual check.

Wit
1 Gxet Wedt

11 Rxd2+ 12 @xd2 WreSt
13 462 b5 was refuted in the
game Khalifman-Ehlvest, USSK
Championship 1988, by i4 axb
CxbS 15 Has a6 16 Sxcé We7 17
Do+ e 18 00 cte.

12w s
13 g Best
14 e @6

14 _..0-0, Shabalov-Dokhoian.
Vilnius 1988, failed to 15 We3 It
16 Dxcd £a6 17 Re2 WISH Ik
b3 DSt 19 a2 Dxad N
Fndl with a clear advantage 1o
White

15 @xed
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18 Play the Qucen's Gambit

EeB 19 233 exdd 20 gl Hed
21 g3 Hxc4 22 2 ECO assesses
his position a5 equal. In my opinion
White has preserved a minimal
advantage in the ending; Black
has 1o be careful ot 1o lose his
important passed pawn.

10 @by wad

There is no need 10 give up the
bishop pair by exchanging on 3

1 ogds @i
12 0es Bed

Alekhine fiked active moves.
but in this case he would have
done better to play more simply.
1223+ 13 W3 e 14
a5 Wra 15 DxaS DacS 16.xds
exdS yields some advantage to
White, and therefore 12 ... Hc6
seems the best. 13 a3 £xc5 14
€xdS exdS isapproximately equal,
ason 15 &xdS thereis 15 .. Wxd$
16 Dxes &f5

13 oods s

OF 13 .. x5 14 Bel.
Mo B
15 gdi

1S dxet is not a possibiity o
be given serious_consideration;
with the white king stil in the
cenire, one pawn s not enough for
Black's pressure.

15 . exds

On 1S ... Zd8 16 Bd4 was pro-

posed as strong.
16 Tds a3

Vidmar proposed 16 .. b6 a5
betier.

17 oakd W

18 2dd

White has kept his material ad-

vantage and Black has not enough
to show for it - although White
il has some technical difficulties
10 solve

Ee8
g2
20 a7+ EB
2 et "
2 wa
A good post for the queen.
7 . 26
0w a5
2 3 k2

It is evident that opening the
hefile makes the black king vul-
nerable, but Alekhine counted on
his defensive resources.

25 a@n wer
% w2
All of a sudden Blick' king is
Tooking very exposed.
2 .. s
27 dos
Very strong indeed. The ex-

change of bishops further opens
up Black’s king.
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Alekhine's Ve

riation 21

s, but 11 .. Wdl+ leads o So far_everything had been
yood counterplay. 12 $xdl B8+ played before, In Levin-Bagirov,
11 el @a6 can hardly offer USSR 1967, play continued 14
Wopes for advantage. 12 Exdl  bd7 15 6d3 a6 16 ©d6 with
42 13 Zel (13 3d2 463 14 ¢4 advantage 1o White. The text is
7 15 axde_Oxf 16 ©d6 ot any better
labbor 15 12 28 gives Black
o play, while 13 Zal &d5 14 15 o
Wl2 &K1 154 £d) isnotadvis-  Again the sam idea, making
able cither) was considered some.  possible strong pressure
what better for White on the basis
15 27
4 th temporary il of thebisho
17 Rowevar, the ancxpecieq 16 el b
1. dxad changed this view.  On 16... @d7 there is 17 &6,
wight by surprise in the game  which s also the reply 10 16
e Hoer-Ree, Holland 1986, White
sied with 14 Zal 263 13 b6
ndS, but 14 206 gaf6 15 Fal
116, Db6 &c6 17 Drat Txa
save Black fine compensation for
i exchangein Belyavsky-Bareyev,
USSR Championship. 1986,
9 aes Wl
0 Gl fxes
Wack should have tricd 10 .
o although 11 ¢4 %g6 12 ©d6,
\wramov-Beyavsky, USSR Cham.
punship 1981, isbetterfor Whit.
ko mot see how Black can put up
1 afte the text move.

"oet 86

12 @bs wd7 Simple and good. Black’s posi-
12 A8 13 Beds isalso aif. 10" 18 cracking.

while 12 ©a6 13 &bd6+ . bxas
1714 @xb7 b4 fails 10 15 BeS. 19 &xa7

13 Ges+  was Browne suggests 19 eS as a

4 &6 @26 good alternative, since Black now
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256

Play the Queen's Gambi

the further 26 Ecl fe6 27 Be2
Zed+ 28 2 it is not easy to
prove this

2%
2%

as

2324 28 263,

n
8
2
3
3

23
2
Sxed
W2
b3

203

Tedt is met by 27 w42

Bedr
@t
Bad+
St
i

‘The pawn on 7 cannot be effec-
tively defended. On 31 ... g6
there is 32 hd h5 33 Befd.

2
B
34
3
36
kY

¥

7
a3
263
e
et
20

b
@d7
o6
Exed
bs
ot

7 was betier. After 37

4 it Black who has to think
of a draw,

8
3

40 Les+

wha
e

a3+
Dxes.

Not40 4 &3+ 41 ded s,

40
a

a

a2

s

el

wes
243

. xbS would meet with
a2 3el.

26

Or 42 .. Qg 43 ad,

43 gas o
“ w7 @e2e
45 w2 L)
46 207 abd

a7 gt

Ragozin pointed out the correct
line: 47 a6 D3+ 48 ted DS &
2686350 Bb7H dcd 51 &5 win-
ning. The text move lets Black oft
the ook

a . dxed
@ Dxet o0+
9 2 e
50 w0

Or 5046 &5 51 LeS+ $ra652
g5 16,

50 .. a6
51 e
51 g2 b3 does ot yield
more
51 .. dxaS 52 Zxed ¥bS 53
Zed 45 54 Kes+ ¥hd 55 DxgS ad
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The Cambridge Springs Variation s

constricied but basically sound
game.

Recent preference has been for
7 cxds. Now if Black recaptures
with the e-pawn he has an inferior
form of the Exchange Variation;
the queen does not belong on a3
where it merely incites the thematic
b, Therefore Black must play 7
. x5, but now the cenire has
been opened and White can gen-
erate dangerous attacking possi-
bilites after 8 Wd2. On ... ©7b6
(Alekhine-Euwe) White will have
o sacrifice queenside pawns while
e sets up hisplay, and this provides
Black with encouragement. The
immediate § ... &b, aiming (o
caste quickly and break with an
crly . ¢S, did ot fully solve
Black's problems in Kasparov-
Smyslov.

In the Cambridge Springs, White
must take risks to attack., while if
e does not take risks Black is
“ld. White can avoid the variation
o move 6 by transposinginto the
Txchange Variation, while 6 4
(Alekhine-Colle) is an interesting

ALEKHINE-COLLE

Hled 1931
1oa s
2o )
3 & ds
4 ae5 b7

Black was ready 10 enter the
Cambridge Springs Variation and
probably expected 6 3, but this
s the point at which White can
avoid it 6 b3 is rather rare and
after 6 . 2677 €3 008 262 b6
900 £b7 10 Zadi 16 11 &nd
@ed i clear why. On 6 Wed h6
7 2h4 dxed or 7 Kafb xf6 B ¢3
£679 £430-0 10005 Black hiss
afine game. The ext move requires.
more knowiedge and caution on
Biack's part

6. axed
7 Gxed WD

Biack's reply increases the ten-
sion. 7 ... &bd+ looks atiractive,
but8 &3 Was 9 £d2 i pleasant
for White. The tension dissolves
after Neistadt's 7 ... h6 and a quict,
positional player would probably
turn to that simple solution.
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5 Play the Queen's Gambi

Wa$ 18 804 &8 and again 19 b4
produced a sirong initiative.

17 0o za8

If Black wants 10 get rid of the
pinhe hastoplay 12 . &e6, when
13 @xeS (xeS (13 .. Exes 14 a4
5715 Tacl W8 16 Bed 0017
g5) 14 &ed &eS 15 Dedor 15
Wel offers White better prospecs

ERZ] 2e6

In the 20th game of the 1935
match Alekhine, avoiding 13
567 14 BxeS @xeS 15 @S, played
13... WS, butafter 14 Ded &eT
15 ¥e3 0-0 16 Tad1 he was weak
on the d-file, and 16 ... 26 17
DxeS xS 18 DgS was betier
for White.

14 @t

1L is this move, preparcd by
Euwe for the revenge match, that
raised_doubts about the whole
variation. The idea is clear: after

19 Rxcd 15 Wxcd Dxcd It

£x67 He8 17 464 White's pan

bishops gives him the advantuy-
o a4

“The bishop will be exposed v
b4,50 14 .. e immediately ws
better.

15 a5 00
16 a6

Better was the planned 16 1.0

or 16 Zdl

16 . bt

“This is undoubtedly mistab.«
16 ... b6 was called for.
17 Dxes Gt
17...fxeSis o better. V.Vuk
analyzed 18 &gs 263 19We &
20 Rfcl and there is no deior
18 Qs Axer
19 8xes &
“This weakening of the ki
will hasten events, Howcver 11
W06 20 We is also dithu it 1

Black.
2 20 s
A Tas  kw
2 oz

22 Bxa? would be b
of 22 . 4xfl 23 Exel A

2 an
2 Gl W

Black s losinga pawn.
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8
The Cambridge Sp)

gs Variation

In ourlast two chapters we have
looked at variations in which Black
plays .. &7 but refrains from ..
@bd. nthis chapter and the next
we look at systems in which Black
plays ... @bd7 but refrains from
&e7. Black's reasoning is that
while with 2g5 White creates
uncomfortable pressure along the
ha-d8 diagonal, he also weakens
himself along the as-cl diagonal,
and that this weakness can form
the basis of a counterattack. It
would be naive 1o expect such
counter-pressure o overrun White,  sometimes tried 7 £x6 but this

but Black succeeds in creating  surrenders the bishop pair for i
slightly more lively pay for himsell  sufficient compensation (o derive.
than in the Capablanca Variation  an advantage. 7 @d2 is a logical
(chapter 4). idea, covering some important
white squares and reducing pressure

te s et S e
Ve e S B s

P8 S i

ER T e g
§E ind e wie g e

5 aB <6 full ches ¢4, Mo tical,

HE S i e e Mo e

. perhaps,is to increase the tension
Clearly White must_counter  with 7... 2b4 § We2 andnow§
Black’s plan of .. &b4 and . (-0 (Capablanca-Alekhine, 7th
&icd, and must avoid any tactics  game) can lead to sharp play, while
which leave the bishop on g5 & ... dxcé (Capablanca-Alekhine,
hanging after .. dxcd. White has  29th game) gives Black a slightly

1M
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Alekhines Variion 27

 bd3 23 57 e2 02 S8 b2
ul W59 dxal 3 60 g7 b6
o1 g6 &d3 Draw.

UWE-ALEKHINE
It match game 1937

g das
2 o 6

3an a6
3 ea dxed
s at &f5
6 es

Dx Euwe played this variation
with both White and Black and it
wis mostly due o his work thatit
tound its way into grandmaster
tice.
6 on?

Black is eager t0 get rid of the
sentralized knight on e5.

7 Oxed Wl

Now Black s ready to meet 813
by§ ..¢59 ed £e6 keeping his
bishop active.

80
On & g5 there is an old game
that went 8 . ¢59 ihd b4 10
dxeS @ed 11 W03 a5 with excellent
play
8 o

8 .. c6 is evidently passive,
Simply 9 13 and 10edisin White's
favour.

9 dus Qs
10 a6 @7

Clearly unhappy with the usual
course of events. in Hamburg 1982
Timman played against Torre 10

348 11 Wel £d6 to get rid of
the pin immediately. Black s til
facing difficulties after 12 &xd6
Wxd6 13 £g2 0-0 14 00 a5 1
We3, Browne-Miles, Indonesia
1982

n g ©

Euwe himselfhad becn severely
punishedin a game against Capa-
blanca a couple of years earlier
1., 266 12 xes Dxes 130-0
#aS 13 Ged B8 15 We2 e 16
b4 with a strong initiative. And
the first game of the 1935 match,
in which Alckhine was White,
continued 11 ... k6 12 @xeS
@xes 1300 27 14 We2 Td8 15
BId10:0 16 0bS Txdl+ 17 Rxdl
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The Exchange Variation 2

9 oge2  Hes

In Chistiansen-Spassky, Linares
1981, White played 11 g4 d7 12
0.00 ek 13 whl bs 14 & a5
15 &15 24 16 D3 with advantage.
47 does not look an ideal square
for Black's bishop, and neither
has . e, given that .. ¢S was
ot carried out, much sense. How-
cver, it is true that 0 organize
counteraction is not an easy task.
On 11 W25 120-00bS 13 &bl
a6, simply 14 3 givesa better
game. 11 ... @607 would be a
reasonable attempt 1o simplify
the position through exchanges.
Stil, after 12 2xe7 Wxe7 1300-0
one Would choose White.

"o a5

Some commentators adorned
this_move with an exclamation
mark. T doubt it deserves it

1. @ied is dubious because of-
12 X7 WxeT 13 et ded 14
241515 gxf5 215 16 D) &6 17
hd with advantage to White in
Chekhover-Antsukevich, Leningrad
Championship 1960.

It seems logical o me to develop
the bishop 0 ¢6 and prepare .. <5
with ... Bef,

12 @b b
Perhaps he should have con-
tinued 12 .. a4,
13 g ad
18 g3

Here 14 @fd should be taken
into consideration, with the idea
of 15 and @d3, an essential
manoeuvre to siop Black's counter-
play

M. a3
15 b Was
i6 Uhgl A8
17 Bez &4
18 ars

A very grave mistake. Correct
was 18 &15 Tac8 19 &f4 in order
t0 have ©3d3 at his disposal. The
text move i a sort of hara-kiri.
8. 25
19 gs
Another mistake. 19 Rxf5 was
beter.
9 . Zas

The tables are turned. White
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2 Play the Queen's Gambit

Very logical. White abandons
the minority auack in favour
of the more promising central
thrust

" . 207
15 Axe7  Exel
16 Bgd a6
17 wn &6
18 afs s
19 a5 W6
0w

Now it is time to play
anticipating ... 58

20 .. daxed
2 fred zd8
2 & ads
23 @ an
24 @ds

White threatens not only &8
butalso Ox(7. exploitingthe pres-
sure on the open file.

2 . wer
25 get Des
26 Wnt I

Under pressure Black must
weaken his kingside. Perhaps he
would ideally rather do it with 26
- b6 but then 27 &5 and Dxh6
destroys the castled_position’s
protective pawn shield.

27 guds exds
2 Xl war
2 za =

In order (o be able tomeet Zh3
by .. £5, but

B
0 2 Efe8
31 aher o
2 Wk 287
n Zn 23
e Tes
35 s

35 @h6+ leads to an casy win,
but White was t00 short of time
for special effects.

35 ... ©f5 36 @h6 g7 37 g4
Black resigned.

HULAK-SPASSKY

Toluca Interzonal 1982
3 a
2 o I
3 @a ds
4 ke £e7
5 oxds exds
6 e 00
7 243 <6
8 W2 @ba7
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2
The Rubinstein Attack

Whicisof cowrs ot oliged For 7 Sel e chapers3and 4
o chons o e e

D only s o e e

e Apgt el T T
Variation both sides have reason- “

o e et s

oo e o enarimane

in the centre. By contrast, in the ¥
o camnt nenae B BB
o e, o

centre can be resolved in so many ”

Rt e o o g

e ey el e |8

iaing Whi s mere s

for is pieces than Black, with Hoga
o s .t s
ot g e ik 7 €2 may ook keanianoce-
s eprs s o  outdeciopng v, o g
oy moponet o e
o o el ovous ey g R s
e han Bk e st 1+ e et st Wit

are of course exceptions. s ready 1o castle quecnside and
In this chapler we consider the  throw absolutely everything at
following sequence: the black king, Our first game isa
1 a & masterpicce of attack by Rubin-

; B o s gy
TS e o rsen

3

S Hgbing e o
fasaw
SEB A e
‘e o i T oo o

”
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2 Play the Queen's Gambin

has no activity any more, but Black
bas plenty.

20 2i 2807

2 ¥ ]

The initative is now firmly in
Black's hands.

2 s Dxes
pEg
Missing Black's 24th move.
n . 2l
24 Exas
(see diagram) established that 26 Txc3 was not
good enough either. The rest is
u . a4 clear.
A crushing move. 26 .. Exd 27 Zgdl Whd 28
&e2 Hexed 29 Wa2 3 30 Kel
25 gt @+
3 ooy Exel 31 Wael b6 32 Bd1 $h733

We2 Txhd 34 Wel Wes 35 el
In post mortem analysis it was  Exb3 36 axb3 a2 White resigned.
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The Cambridge Springs Variation 1

colour give more hope.

Capablanca was later of the
apinion that 38 @eS was stronger.

The ending is far from easy.
Surprisingly, Capablanca has given
tis opponent good chances of a

2
2
%
Py
0
3
2
B
3
s
3
3
8

8
3
“
a
a2
3
4
s
46
a7

8
P
0
st
52
53
54

b1
Lxds
Dbe
b7
B4
Wed
Des
w2
2al
a3
a6
2c6
et

Bes
Wa+
an
was
w3
et
Il
s
exds

e
@i
e
2d4
@k
o1
o

P
Zuds
zds
b
Bd7
ge1
e
246
7
€
an
1

Wae?
2g7
kg
26
g7
w7
Wt
we7
exds
a3

Sxed
i
abs
i
s
Wl

V.Vukovié gives 54 g2, and if
54 1S there is 35 13 b4 56 g4+
Tollowed by &d, while 54 ... g5
55 g4 hxgd 6 hxgd makes an im-

portant difference - the square g5
is occupied.
bxgdt
s

The crucial mistake. Vakovié
gives 55 . &6 56 bed S 57
DeS 5+ 58 wdd b8 (58 ... HI6
59'g5%) which holds, but o1 5§
&fd 59 D7 Lb8 60 g5 RaT+ 61
Geh 2312 62 db 2b6 63 b5
S 0kl

Only nowdid Alekhinesce that
theintended 5 .. 3loses 057 do
fxgd+ 58 &g2. Also insufficient is
56 ka3 57 db 16 58 d7 e
59 Gxf7 winning both pawns,

57 @xf7+ 6 58 £d8 L6 59
Dok 25 60 Si4 22 61 g5+
60762 et 763 gt 6
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24 Play the Queen's Gambi

less pressure.
1. Zacst

19 ... Bded+ was later tried to
avoid the tactic in the next note,
but 20 &b still looks good for
White, After the inferior 20 $b3
&c5+21 ad b6 Black was equal
in Novikov-Khalifman, Lvov 1990.

20 b3

The king is 100 exposed here.
A majorimprovement was seen in
Malanyuk-Pein, Budapest 1989,
with 20 b1. The basic idea is
thatif20 . &e5 21 Zel White is
threatening a knight fork with 22
HxeS Exes 23 Qb7 Since 21
b6 can be answered with 22 bd,
Black's quecnside position is in-
defensible.

£l Qs+
21 &3 b6
2 b @17

3 g

Facing the terrifying mass of
pawnsin the centre, White simply
can't afford such a slow reaction.

Very good: Black does not give
up the open fie

27 33 @es

B wa o

White can do little against the
avalanche in the centre.

» v
30 363
31 Bl
2 el
3 zh

3
2ds
Exel
s
a4

The pawn on h7 would be too

expensive for White.

w2
241
Be3
303
eh7
el
207+
BeT+
207
Tnd3
il
Be3+
=63

ELELEEEERYRRY

a3
Wi
wes
b4
at
26
et
o
@
exdi=W+
g
o5
e

Cutting off the king makes it

simple.

47 T3+ g 48 g3+ hé 49
T3+ g7 50 e3 15 ST b4 axbd
52 Bed g553 ubd dgh 54 b2
55 365 $hS White resigoed.

PETROSIAN-BOHM

Moscow 1975

14
2 o
3 @a

as
o
afs
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The Rubinstein Aiack 2

Earlicr [ was afraid of 9 ..cxdd
10 &xdd, but today it seems to me
less risky and more promising
than the text. Moreover, 10... &b6
enabling a quick ... 247 and

e solves the problem of develop-
ment efficiently. The text move
avoids the pin, but that looks to
me to be of lesser importance.

10 g .

White s not afraid of 10
xgs 11 hxgs @cé when he coni
aues simply - 12 cxdS exdS 13
@xds. Nor does 10 .. cxdd 11
@304 dxcd 12 &xed change any-
thing. 12 ... hxg5 13 hxgs Whrgs
loses to 14 14 WeS 1S Wh2 and 12

@b 13 £b3 £d7 14 &xlo
xfs 15 g8 is clearly better for

quiet 10 bl transposing
1o Kasparov-Marovic, may be
stronger sill.

dxed
2b6
447
3 2yl 6
14 Wed

The queen is transferred to an
uitacking position.

[T 4d6

In order to prevent 15 Wi,
15 gt

1615 243 then 15 . 15
15 <h8

Running from the rain into the
shower. ECO gives 15 .. xdd as
correct and in case of 16 £d3
simply 16 ... Zfc8.

16 Qo5

Whatever he does after this
crushing move, Black is losing.
16 .. fxeS 17 dxeS W4 would
avoid an immediate débicle but
would ultimately be as hopeless
as the game continuation.

16 .. exds

17 4@ Resigns

17... 5 18 Wid and there is no

way out

RUBINSTEIN-TEICHMANN
Vienna 1908

IR das
2 e e
3 aa 2

4 25 @bd?
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10 Play the Queen's Gambi

Capablanca thought 13 ... b6 17... dxb4 18 @S isin White's
and ... 2b7 was nawral. 13¢5 favour.
has been tried successfully but it

remains as dubious as it looks. 18 Zxal Be3 o
(5.5 bad du 019 nd7
L followed by dxc$ and bS, as is 18
The standard reaction. 1t pre- ... &xbd 19 @bS WeB (or 19
It ot S Ty s
space. 19 Dxd7 Wxd?
W oW
Taking wihthe knigh would
15 0 s be better.
el cramped, Back e 0 y
o ik e ot e
e ki e i 21 elosst0220xe3baes 23
with 15 ... Hac8, 16... Bfd8, 17...  bxcS &xc5 24 &b7.
Le8. 2 b5

Since 22 . c5 23 dxcS bxcS 24
Wed is advantageous to White,
the black pawn formation will be
seriously weakened.
2 . cxbs
23 Wws  Fa8
00 23 . &3 White continues
24 @xc3 Bxcd 25 e W6 26
Tag+ &M% 27 403 threatening
Hab.23 . KRS 24 4xdS loses
pawn.
U T s
16 @es 3 Wes 2a3
Later commentators found a
better solution: 25 .. b4 26

A fine wctical solution. Instcad
of defending the b-pawn, White
increases the pressure on c6. Ve D oy e St 28

16 . awbe Ee8 al+ 29 &1 &6 30 Txch
17wk Tl M8 and the bishops of opposite
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Alekhine’s Voriarion %

16 <3 0-0 17 Wes W2 18 &3
Had8 19 Shil Whd 20 Wed Bho
21 We3 Whd 22 K14 We 23 Des
also caused difficultes for Black.

15 . o0

Castling short provides more
security for the black kingand the
possibility of activating the pawn
majority on the quecnside.

16 Wes 2068

Natural, but White's improve-
ment in the note to move 20 casts

Black is at the crossroads. In  doubt upon this move. 16... Zadg.
the old days several games con- 17 k2 Bfe8 is a safer conf
tinied 15 . 0-0-0 16 WeS f6 17 tion, with equality after 18 Ehdl
Wad5 crdS 1§ Da3 Db4+ 19 B2 WxeS 19 DxeS Obd+ 20 &b
4al? and Black’s mass of pawns  @d5 21 aS f6 22 &cd a6 23 Qb6
wnaranteed good play. Butat Til- &7, Pein-Jelling, European Club
hurg 1988, playing against Hjar-  Championship 1989. There are no
wrson. Karpov continued 17 e3  real pawn weaknesses for White
31X b3 @bd 19 Ecl £¢620 o attack,
daf 4 21 a8 8 22 We b6, 1 e ®
i having provoked the weaken- 18 Wets
g of the white squares, White
sood better, Black has tried vari-  The decision not to retreat (o3,
o alternatives at move 17, of s in Karpov-Hjartarson above,
which the simple 17 ... §b8scems  was influenced by the more exposed
fest 18 &e2 Wxg2 19 Shgl $xh2  position of the white king. In
"0 Uxgl @bd+21 b3 &dSgives  Birnboim-Chernin, Lugano 1989,
White nothing, while Shirov-  Black won quickly after 18 We3.
Muscarinas, Manila 1990, soon  #I5+ 19 @3 &c7. However,
I to cquality after 18 b3 &S+ connecting the pawns obviously
19 a3 @xad 20 b4 2b6. helps Black.

In another interesting game M
tlayed by Karpov, against Tuk- 15 Bes
makov in the 1988 Gijon “active =
tiess™ tournament, 15 ... WIS+ 19 @d2 is possible but creates

exds
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Play the Queen's Gambir

Yates tried to improve on Teich-
mann’s play, but soon falls for a
typical Alekhine combination in-
Volving a devastating blow at the
end of an_apparently harmiess

sequence of moves.

Modern opinion is that Black

should play 7

S, but even here

White can suil castle quecnside
and attack kingside to great ffect,
as in Kasparov-Marovié and the
closely related Khasin-Diaconescu
game. Does this mean that the
Rubinstein Variation is unbearably
strong? Black's best antidote is

perh

80-0-0cxd49 Dxdd Db,

If White wants 2 quiet ife he can
vary with 8 Edl as in Lasker-

Capablanca.

KHASIN-DIACONESCU
Correspondence game 1969

a4
o

e
an
&5
3

Wt

a5
o
2e7
afs
[
a7
be

1 would ot recommend this
move. It seriously weakens the
kingside and it has had a bad
reputation since the game Tolush-
Niemela, Riga 1959, which conti-
nued with the same sharp move
chosen here by Khasin

‘White leaves the bishop en prise,
Keeping tension. 8 £x16 &x6 9
£d3cSor8 M cSachieve nothing.
Somewhat better is § &hd c5 9
©xdS @xds 10 xe? Wl 11
D35 exd$ 12dxc5 @xe5 13 e2
and here 1 would choose 13
&c6. I Marovic-Bradvarevic,
Pula 1967, after 13... g4 14 04
Axe2 15 Wxe2 De6 16 0-0:0 WgS
17 g4 White was better. But later
Geller found the correct 14
6 15 et fre6 with equality.

5. 9

§ . hgS 9 hgs @ed 10 xed
dxed 11 Wxed 2ba+ 12 de2 Re8.
13 3 is losing for Black. Aatic
pating White's long castiing and
the subsequent pawn assault on
the kingside, Black is tying to
open another front in the centre
and on the queenside,

9 000 Was
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line9 ..h6 10 &hd 0-0 n order to
win 3 tempo, White would have
11 &4 @xc3 12 bred 2a3 13
bl e5 14 g3 with advantage.
as Alekhine demonstrated half 3

century ago, versus Nimzowitsch
at Zarich 1934,

10 4283 o

n e exdd

11 ... Ee8 came seriously into
consideration, ready to meet 12
edby 12 @xcd 13 bacd Rad 14
bl b,

12 exdd ©
13 2h 208
a3

“This seems to be the most un-
pleasantfor Black in many different
sitations. 14 . &xcd 15 bxe3
W43 16 ¢4 would be 100 high a
price for a pawn.

4 fxed
5 e o
16 &g e

On 16 ... g4 Kasparov had in
mind 17 ¢4 $xd2 18 Dxd2 @e7
(or 18 . &b6 19 Db3 @6 20 ¢5)
19 b3 @c6 20 d5 cxds 21 Hfel
with the iniiative,

17 gfer an
18 e
18 b2 was a good aliernative.
1" a2
19 G2 Db
20 @63 Dud

Again 20 ... 6 fails 10 21 ¢5
@xdd (1 . Dad 2 2d6) 2
@xdd Exdd 23 Ded] Hads 24
£¢7 exc (Kasparov).

u an

In his later analysis, Kasparov
considered 21 13 @e6 22 412 as
advantageous.

A .. 27

Smyslov overlooks the ollowing.
nasty move, otherwise he would
certainly have played the necessary
21 .16, which makes White's task
quite difficult

2 s

I is clear that 22 ... Exdd 23
@xb7 with £d6 in prospect was
advantageous o While, but per-

haps the patient 22 ... Zc§ was.
Row the best answer.
2 . @

n U

Again taking the d-pawn fails:
23..cxd5 24 exdS Bxds 25 Gxb7
b6 26 ad and White keeps a full
initiative

- @
U dxes Dk
2. bxe6 25 ¢S was no better.
25 @xes bres

%

The black knight has become
an endangered species
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20 Dred

AC the proper moment, when
20.._ Wred is ot possible because
of 21 guf7+ followed by Dgs+
winning the queen

0 . dred
2 ke ©

Black could not take on 3 due
10 22 gaf7+ WxI7 23 hxg, but 21

g6 would require precise play.
22 Hxgh fails 0 22 .. exf3, but 22
@d, as demonstrated by many
commentators, wins. For example:
229523 g6 followed by T+,
W e,

22 hxg? exd 23 BB+ g7 24

T+ BB 25 WS <3 26 TneT
ek resigned.

AlEKHINE-YATES
Hamburg 1910

L as
2w &

3 aa af
4 ags 267
s an Bba?
6 a 00
7w 9

8 oS exds
9 4d3 ab
0 b e

1000 o

After the beating Teichmann
took in his encounters against
Rubinstein it takes cither courage
or ignorance for anyone to repeat
the variation. But let us see what
Yates had prepared.
12 ows EeE
The last move prepares for ..
@ed, which i ogical but somewhat
slow. 12 . @eS 13 &xi6 Dxd3+
14 W3 Rxf6 is one of those
typical positions in which the pair
of knights is superior 1o the pair
of bishops. Besides, the isolated
d-pawn is weak. Kotov thought
the best reply was immediately 12
a6 and then ... bS. I prefer both
possibilities 10 the text move.
13 wht a6
18 g bs
So he played it, but with the
white king on bl already it's quite
differen.
15 4xfs Gxte
16 g8 et
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192 Play the Qucen's Gambin

64 Ted 2g3 65 Df4 GeT 66 LeS
Bl 67 do b7 68 g6 2bd 69
65 68 70 47+ Black resigoed.

KASPAROV-SMYSLOV
3rd match game 1984

1o as

2 an af6
3ot o

3 aa o

5 ags @bd7
6 Was
7 oxds

‘This line, analyzed extensively
by V.Vukovié some halfa century
ago, leads (o very complex play.
Exploiting the absence of White's
black-squared bishop from the
queenside, Black succeeds in gen-
erating dangerous pressure on the.
as-el diagonal

7. ands
7 oxdS 8 443 @ed 9 We2
b4 proves incflecive because of
100-0ctc. 7. Ged Fails 108 dxef
fre6 9 #ad.
8 wa
Black isquite comfortable after
§ Wb3 4b4 9 Tel ¢S,
8 . bt
Smyslo builds up pressure on
€ at once. The slower approach

with § .. ©7b6 we examine in the
next game. 8 .. Dxed immediately

would be too impatient. Tn the
first game of their 1987 match in
Havana, Nikolié outplayed No-
guciras after 9 bxe3 &b6 10 Tbl,
when a further 10 ... a4 would
be met by 11 Zb3.

9 Zel 00

Somewhat later in the match
Smyslov chose 9 . ¢S, intending
10 dxes &cS, but afer 103 £d6
(10 .. 2xc3 11 bxed Wxad 12 e
cedes the centre and bishop pair
to White, which s quite sufficient
compensation for the pawn) 11
dxeS @xes 12 Dxes &xes 13 b4
Stxed 14 Wxc3 el 15 bxas Qed.
16 41400 1713 &6 18 o4 Ke§ 19
@I Black's endgame was very
aifficult

Piaying the text move Black is
notafraid of 10 e4, when he replies
10 ®xcd 11 bxc3 23 12 Bbl
e5. keeping White's advantage
small. However, if Black wants (o
be clever and introduces in our
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Alekhine's Varition 265

4 an dxed
5 a4 afs
6 e o

An attempt to_simplify the
posiion by 6 ... £d) fails 10 7
Hnd3 exd3 8 Wxdd €69 0-0 ke
10 g5 with advantage to White.

The other alternaive_worth
wentioning is 6 .. Da6 7 kxcd
fbd when 8 ¢4 fails 08 .. Dxed
9 Gixed Lxed 10 LT+ 7 11
S+ b8 12 Dxed Wxdd, but §
0069 We2 ke7 (or 9 .. DbdS
10 &S 267 1113 2g6 12 Zd1
Iollowed by e, or 9 .. ed 10
foeS 806 11 @lT $al7 12 WM3)
104 2g4 11 B10-012 £74 Wa$
1103 &hS 14 Dacl Hads 15 g4
Lyt 16 @S gives White the ad-
vantage.

7 dxed kb4

8 00 @ba7
This waiting move has some
Wficance independent of the
wain line after 8 ... 0-0.

9 we e

This challenges White to sacri-
e pawn by playing ed. Itis not
ahud move, as some commentators.
nve suggested.

10 et

(see diagram)

fxed

Highly dubious. We shall sec
that the pawn costs (00 much.
Black should continue 10 ... 0-0
11243 &b transposing into the
main line. Here again Black must
be careful if he wishes to vary. 11
. Wa5 12¢5 &5 13 Ded favours
White, and 11 ...cSis tooearly,as
an old analysis shows: 12¢5 crdd.
13 exf6 dxc3 14 Sxg6 s 15 fxg?
@xg7 16 bxc3 &3c3 17 a3 &6 18
a2 followed by #he-+and @gS.

1obxd Gt
12 %3

“The point of the sacrifite is that
the further 12 ... &xe3 13 Wb2
@xad ails 10 14 W3, or if 13
@d5 14 Wxb?, whilein other con.
tinuations Black is facing diffi-
culties because he cannot castle
on the kingside and castling on
the other side is rather risky.

2. o
13 e
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5 e e
6 an 00
7 w2 b6

It is owing to Rubinstein’s in-
spired play that the fianchetto of
the queen’s bishop has gained the
reputation of being a dubious
continuation. With exdS White
immediately shuts the diagonal to
the black white-squared bishop,
when the knight on d7 isalso seen
10 be passively posted.

8 oxds exds

8 .. ©xds is evidently out of
the question, again duc to the
active position of White’s queen

9 ad3 27
10 000

Asa matter of fact, more precise
is 10 hd. After the text move
Znosko-Borovsky played 10
@ed against Rubinstein in
Petersburg 1909, which makes it
easiec for Black aithough his prob-
lems are not over, as the game
demonstrated: after 11 ha £5 12
b1, instead of the cautious 12...
e, proposed by Lasker, or 12 ..
16, proposed by Nimzowtsch,
Znosko-Borovsky continued op-
timisically 12 .. €5 13 dxeS bxcs,
and 14 @xed fred 15 dxed dxed.
16 Wh3+ Bh8 17 Bxb7 ext3 18
2xd7 won for White.

10 .. &
1w o

A year carler in Carlsbad the
same two opponents were playing
the same position. Teichmann
continued 11 . Zeh 12 $b1 e
but 13 dxes e G 13 .. bxeS
then 14 26 @6 15 £o6) 14
©d4 kept a clear positional ad-
vantage. Teichmann must have
analysed the position and come
up with what he thought was an
improvement.
2 a5 18

On 12 . 46 Alekhine pointed
out 13 e4, The text move on the
other hand i passiv, and Rubin-

stein starts an cnergetic attack
immediately.

13 s s

14 gt 246
15 g8 Dot
16 kS

Black has succeeded in block-
ing the bI-h7 diagonal. but he
has no counterplay whatever in
the face of White's imminent
assault.

16 .. wer
17 Hdgt a6
Black is moving his pawn major-
ity 100 lat.
18 ST+ dah]
19 ge+ Y
19... g6 0ses 1020 xed dxed
21 @gS+ g8 22 Wxed+ etc.
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2 Play the Queen's Gambit

blockade White's pawn thrust on
the Kingside, keeping his options
open on the other wing. However,
there was a flaw i his reasoning.

26 Qs

This s the trouble! For the
sacrificed piece White gets not
only two pawns but also strong.
pressurc and passed pawns.

% .. exts
27 Gxis W
2% Bg3 447

One would expect 28 ... Zeb8,
By offering this exchange Larsen
makes possible the subsequent
invasion by the white queen.

9 w1 o7
30 wee  we?
31 W Hxal
32 Bal

32 WxdS+ leads tothe exchange
of queens. White correctly hopes
for more from the retention of the
queens.

2 . wr
33 a7 Dxes

Capitulation, but neither can
33 ... b8 34 W6 87 35 Was
Solve Black's probiems.

34 dxes W6 35 Wxes Txe6 36
©f5 e 37 &Ml €3 38 bxed bued
39 4e3 LeS 40 QucS Exes 41
al Q8 42 e doe6 43 g3 hS 44
a3 4 45 @46 27 46 Ded BhT

4715 08 48 D6+ Hhe 49 s
207 50 ¢6 @06 51 Ha QeS+ 52
xdd Black resigned.

BOTVINNIK-KERES
USSR Championship 1952

1oa o
2 o 6
3 @ as
1 oxds exds
5 4g5 ge7
63

Sometimes Black delays castling,
which afer 6 .. @bd] 7 We2 c6
& 23 makes possibl § .. &hs.
After 9 xe7 Wxe? White should
play 10 ©ge2, when Keene and
Kasparov recommend 10 -.. g6
with the idca . 15

More_recently Kasparov has
attemped omitting We2 in this
variation, in Order to maintain a
arip on gh. Kasparov-Spassky,
Barcelona 1989, saw 6 . c6 7
£43 b7 8 Dge2 BhS 9 xe
Wi 10,84 @IS 11 D3 withan
advantage inspace. An dea worth
considering; once White has con-
trol of the bl-17 diagonal withthe
bishop he does not need the queen
10add the icing

7 4@ a7
3 W 28
9 Gger o

10 00 an

10... @cd fails to 11 &16, when
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The Exchange Variarion 2

Larsen plans to use his queen's
knight on the Gueenside and ... h6
is a logical consequence of that
decision. In my opinion the usual
idea 9 .. SeB, making possible ..
B, is better.

10 2 28
nn
“This s necessary in order to

prevent ... @ed and as a pant of a
later sirategic plan.

. o
2 0o a6
13 Zadi b
14 &n o

Larsen, (oo, carries out his plan,
advancing his pawn majority. Itis
i critical decision because he will
not be able to oppose the break-
through ¢4 any more.

15 &rs @b

The immediate 15 ... b4 was
correct.

16 gy an
17 a3 Y
18 e

Typical pawn formation and
typical breakthrough. White is
quicker and therefore the nitiative
is on his side.

18 3

19

‘We shall see that on h3 White's

bishop is not out of play.

L. s
2 &

U o2 oW
2u 206
2 gl 24
24 w1 5
25 axbe axbs

“The position Black was playing
for. He hoped he would be able to
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The Exchange Variarion 2

11 5 does not work duc 10 12
@xds. Possible s 10 .. h6 11 £hd
@ed. but then 12 Rxe7 WxeT 13
Taci 26 14 13 Bxe3 15 Dxc3
offers better prospects to White

1 Zab1

On 1163 Black replies 11 ... h§
12 &hd ¢S 13 Tadl o4 14 415
2405 15 W5 Wd7. The exchanges
make an essential difference’ in
comparison with the similat posi-
tion in Bowinnik-Larsen. Here
Black has enough counterplay. In
Kasparov-Andersson, Belfort 1988,
on 11 {3 Black tried t0 parry by
11... £¢6 12 Zacl Be8 13 bh (if
13 ¢S then 14 dxcS and d4) 13
. @6d7, but 14 &xeT Bxe 15
B4 e (Kasparoy gives 15 ..
(6 16 a2 Bd7 17 bd as some-
what betier) 16 912 066 17 e
increased White’s initative in the
centre.

In some games White has tried
the standard 11 316 216 12 b,
but 12 .. &7 13 bS %d6 (this
manoeuvre of the black-squarcd
bishop is often useful in such
situations - on d6 it gets a betier
view of both sides of the board)
14 bxch bxcb 15 Dad Heb gives
Black counterchances (the man-
weuvie of the rook also being quite
common in this type of position).

In 1 Sokolov-Vaganian, Sarajevo
1987, White tried to prepare the
central thrust at once by 11 Eacl
g6 12 g3 2471303, but 13...

Les 14 BFS 15 15 Anf5 T
kept the balance.

"o a6

Considering the pin, this cannot
be good, and Keres will admit it
himseif later on. 11 ... a5 should
have been played, of 11 ... &g6
immediately.
12 shi
“This reply shows that .. 26 was
pointess. Perhaps Black considered
here 12 .. h6 13 &hd, when 13 is
prevented temporarily, but then
decided that he could ot find an
acceptably active follow-up.
n . 3
BB SeT
13 .06 14 Sxf6 Wx6 15 edis
advantageous to White and so
Black has to repent.

14 Zbet
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KARPOV-GELLER

Moscow 1981
1 g as
2 e
3 aa K7
4 an afs
5 ag5 h6
6 &he 00
7 b6
8 23

A natwral developing move.
Whiteis hurrying to castle, leaves
the square ¢2 free for his queen
and intends to exert pressure on
the central files by occupying ¢l
and dI with his rooks.

8 267

Black would rather play 8 . c5.

but then cxd$ exds 10 dxes bxcS

1 £xf6 2316 12 Dxds £xb2 13

Eb s advantageous to White.
5 00 B

9. @bd7 is aso often played.

10 We2 ¢S 11 Bid] Ded leads to
approximately cqual play.

el aba?
n we Ze8

Szabo-Petrosian, Zirich Car
didates 1953, continued 11 .. 26
12 6xd5 xd5 13 dacS bxcs 14
Zfd Te8 15 2 Wo6 16 b3
and Black's centre was subjected
0 heavy pressure.

In Unzicker-Musil, Liubljana
1969, Black tried to free his play
with 11 dxed 12 &xcé @ed, but
13 Gxed Rabd 14 Bc3 166 15
fd1 proved advantageous to
‘White owing to his pressure on
the central files.

2 4g

On 12 Rfd1 Black can play 12

@ed, forcing exchangss but he
has 12 . cadd 13 Bxdd &S too.
The text avoids simplifications

2 . exid
13ha dvet
[T )

Taking on 13 does not signifi-
cantly weaken Whitc's king posi-
tion, but it does weaken the white
squares in the black camp. Correct
was 14 ... @S, Najdorf-Hort,
Lugano Olympiad 1968, went on
15 a6 @xg3 16 hagd &xa6 17
Waab Ee7 18 @bS &b 19 Wad
Fxcl 20 Fxcl 36,

15 g3 ks
16 %16
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Alekhine's Variation 9

1o, Khenkin-Sapis, Leningrad 1989)
15 @xct Wxd3 16 £xd2 e6.

12 25 is Gelfand's attempt to
create animproved version of the
above line, and if 12... 26 13 Dad
with extremely compiicated play.
‘White came out on top in Gelfand-
Nikolié, Manila 1990, after 13
<6 14 5 @7 15 Bxd7 Wxd 16
@6 WdB 17 Qa8 Wxa8 I8 ed,
but Black could profitably have
inserted 17 .. @3 18 Bbl before
the capture on a8; then everything
would still be unclear. 13 .. #xa$
14 @c5 WbS and 13 .. B 14
5 Wxdd are equally complicated
possibilitcs

The criical position. Black has

tound an original method of pro- . he
iecting his extra pawn, and now
White has to prove that he has _ The exchange would be a poor

one to snatch: 12 ... @c2 13 g5
Bxal 13 gxi6 exi6 15 Dxc6 WS
16 Wed+ e 17 05,

+ompensation for his material de-
. Black meanwhile has to be
worried by his lack of piece cover

e et mmbone
e btk 12 i el et with 15 .85
1w B e

Ve mmcily g is 1 et G
Wi duperntenra S I )
e o e e 12

n” fxed 13 Wxbd ©d6 14 17 dact 3
i s I L4 s mlsaks i gk

ever, Gelfand and Kapengutshow  lights Black's weakness on 1
bat Black has a narrow path to  Despite ail the extrancous picces
equality with 12 .. @c2 13 @S in the centre, Black stil has the
Wadd 14 ©xb7 ©d5 (14 .. Wxd2  basis ofa typical and reliable Slav/
15 Zxc6+ $d7 16 @xd? &xdT17  Caro-Kann defensive formation,
31 was very good for White in  and he could have retreated behind
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14 200 wer 23 E? immediately.
Kasparov considered 14 .. WeT 25 w3 Sed?

better because now White could

continue 15 Wad with the squares E Uel

e o Bk oo " U R
e e | W
Bh o ERE A
o CLaE @

18 ot oo 19 40 zas [FANES WO

vield much. N ERD

-

does n
" . 2d7
19 Bl 206

20 4B

The pawn is indircerly protected
20 Wxes Wxcs 21 DxcS Kad
“e

2% a4
‘With a black picce on b6 it is

usually a timely a4 that gives an
iatve.

0 .. 267

2% .. @
Commentators have pointed out 27 e exdt
that 20 .. 247 was possible and % a5 o8

hetter, the point being that 21
kxdS s not playable because of 21
@xdS 22 BxdS £e6 with .. Wed

On 28 ..dxed Kasparov had
prepared 29 axb6 Txdi+30 Axdl
Wel+ 31 Hh2 Dxdl 32 Wxdl

o follow. Widl 33 bra? winning.
2 @S za8
2 exdd e
2 awl 37 2 Bt D
S0 Black has protected hisshaky 31 W za8
pawns, but 23 cf @xcd 24 Bxb7 2z wis
Wxb7 25 WxcS would have been B BT
fficult for him. ‘The pawn falls and the game is
B W 2bd? lost
24 Tbs =7

33... 06734 Txa? 26 35 WeT
Admitting he should have played  Wf6 36 Wxd8+ Black resigned.
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8. wes
19 & wha
0 20 Se6
21 Zhdt

21 Hel wasstronger, according
to IM Minié, but T was satisficd
With the course of the game.

u . s

2 dg

One of those moments when

the brain stops working. 22 exfS
1S 23 Bdd W16 24 14 s sull in
White's favour.

2 . fued

23 fed b

The tables are turned and Black
seizes the initiative.

2 e s
% @

Minic proposed 25 Te2 hd 26
ed as better.

5 .. M
2 @3

Severe time-trouble has s usual
effects

26 .. 2h527h3 &xd1 28 Bxdl
W3+ 29 $hl 2e8 30 SN Ted 31
@dl We2 32 2B+ &7 33 o2
Zg6 34 Dgd Exdé 35 exdé Wal+
36 $h2 Wxde+ White resigned.

LEVITT-FLEAR
British Championship 1989

1
2
3
3
s
6

7

4
o
an
aa
ad
Qes
3

as
I
3
P
agt
ahs

“The currently favoured method
of play. aiming to gain space on
the kingside with g4, %2 etc. If
Black plays quietly, White gains
an undisputed edge. The mainline
however leads to unfathomable

complications

7.

Best; Black uncomprom;
aims for queenside counte
Hibner, Tilburg

Nikoli

6

shows how easy it is for Black to
be overrun on the kingside after
inferior play: 7 .. <6 § g 269
&2 b4 100-0 &S 11 Da2 (not
allowing Black to relicve his posi
tion by exchanges) 11 .. &e7 12
4 @bd 13 Gxbd xbd 14 14 16

15 @xgh hxg6 16 &ed, etc. I i

stead Black offers the exchange of
knights on move 7 (7 ... &fd7 or
7 .. @bd7), White simply regains
his pawn on c4 and follows up with
84, &2 ete, with a siight edge.

3
9
10

I3
ag2
00

256
e
22

0 ... ©d7 is inconsistent; 11
@xcd 6 12 d5 and Whiteis on the
atiack, Gelfand-Khuzman, USSR
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6 13€3.10... Bct 11 Dxed Lxed 16 . sds
12 2g3is also assessed as some- 17 1 Bes
what better for White in spite of

e Black is trying 1o prevent .

Correct was 17 .. &6, when Black
nwe can overcome most of the dili-
Usefulnmanysenss. Tt vacates | CUIES esuliog rom 18 ds.
a1 for the rook and it makes pos- 18 4bs 28

sible a6 or ¢4 There is nothing better after

o @t White's strong 18th move. 18
12 &g We? is bad because of 19 d5 and
1§ .. 2e7 encounters 19 fed &I

‘The exchange of black-squarcd

bishops would suit Black. Ani- 20

cipating 21 and the pressure on 9o we
1619 . 468 then 20 d5 5 21

the file, it would be an crror to
present the black queen with a
peaceful refuge on e7.
2 . o3
On 12 .. 2d6 White would
continue 13 Gxed dxcd 14 Bfd]
We7 15 Zacl &xgd 16 hxg3cs 17
b5 with somewhat better play.
12... df6 comes into considera-
tion.
13 g o
14 Bdl
Black is in difficulties. 14
W7 is not satisfactory because of
1505 and 14 .. exdd is inhibited

by 15 @, creating the possibiity 0 &

of Bixes. 2 g eds.
"o a3 There is more resistance in 21
15 g3 oxde Tcd, although 22 &xd7 Ixd?

16 exdd

D6+ wins the exchange.
‘White threatens ds. 22 &xd7 Bxd7 23 xd6 Wad6
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Alektine's Ve

riation 21

v notenough for anadvantage.  ad] e7 12h3 kS 13 L5 5
Whow replicd 6 .. £gd7 Rxedes 14 ¢5 @fdS 15 Rxds exdd 16
WIT(H £3a6 bxad 9 h3 205 1084 xe7 Wxe7 17 dxcS WS 18 WbS
4kt 11 G5 a6 is aboutcqual)  with a clear advantage for White.
%" £hS9 -0 Gbd 10 We2 (10 5 w0
e ReT 11 ¢4 26 is good for
Wack) 10 .. &e7 11 Ed10-0 12 9 We2 xf3 10 gxf3 Was 100
TG 1235 then 12 . W7 fol- &7 12 Th1 &bd 13 W2 was
fowed by .. 5. but perhaps 12 known from carlier games to be
i ame more into consideration)  advantageous 1o White. Cebalo
125 and the play was cqual.  prefers the text.
Incomparison with some of thesc.

wations, by playing 4 White n e &2

Playing against Larsen in the
Riga Interzonal 1979, Polugayey-
sky replied 10 ... @c7, which is
more passive, but the fext move
also has its drawbacks.

n g

On 11 Tyl Cebalo gives 11 ...
86 (not 11...0-0 12¢5) 12 Bgs bs
13 2b3 27 intending... b4 and
a6.
u . a7
Necessary in order to meet Tgl
and Zg5, when . bS does not work
any more.
12 Zhet £
Ihere is something illogical 1 I whe
st this move. Having pIayed  opato supoests 13 ... b6 14

- °"Q“‘;4‘::I;‘:§:m‘l:;vpli';:;"" W2 D4 as an alternative (0

member an interesting game 1 OCT:
aved against Shamkovich at the 140 aa
190K 18M Tournament. It went § IS Zggt Zdb

0649 0-0 k7 10 We20.0 11 16 Wez wis
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Tartakower's Defence

White's auention is attracted
by the weak white squares.

1 .

n
18

hxe3.
261

Dxg3
2c7
afs

Black had 10 stop the advance
5. but now the problems come
from another direction.

19

abs

‘White has scented the carcass =

the stranded a-pawn.

1
20

To prevent e,

2
2
3
2
2
2
n

xel

oxa?
a3
2¢7
267
Be6
@es
dxes

Exel
2ds

bt
was
25
2f6.
k2]
Lxes
Zer+

In search of counterplay, Black
will weaken his own position.

8
2

2
243

Parrying the threat of ... &4+

nd creating one of his own.

9 . Zat

30 Wes 8
(see diagram)

31 Ea @xi7

32 et &m

33 Wah6+  Resigas

e

GLIGORIC-UNZICKER
Dubrovik Olympiad 1950

a4
ot

ac
Lg5
an
)

&ha
a1

o
&
as
ae7
00
ho
b6
dred

When Black prefers 10 avoid
positions which arise after White's
5316 and cxdS, because the black
bishop pair s limitcd by theadverse
pawn formation, he may choose

the preventive

dxcd, opening

the diagonal for his white-squared

bishop immediately
9 Lxed

10 00

ab7
Db

On 10 ... ¢S White s somewhat
better with 11 dxeS &xes 12 We2
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20 Play the Queen's Gambi

this formation with 17 ... #e7 18

Drcd Rxed 19 Exed oxed 20

Wed, White has slightly more

‘mabile pieces than Black, but his

pawn structure is a bit rageed
18 e Sxad

Too ambitious; the 17 square
needed attention.

19 b we7
20 g5 hxgs
2 g @8
2 e

‘The immediate 22 @7 #h2+
is only a perpetual, so White
prepares a flight square for his
king. 22 A7+ is another strong,
possibiliy, but the game can be
won in the middlcgame!

n . a6
B ow ww
24 0 Ehd
25 o3 o7

A time trouble error, White
sees the dangers of allowing ...c5
and sees also that the counter
atiack prevails after the mistaken
26 @G+ Wrd6 27 W7+ s 26
W+ ber. He misses, however.
that the beautiful 26 ©d8 leads 10
an outright win.

2 . exb3
27 Tes 07
8 s whe
With his ‘positional” solution,

White has gained control of the
dark squares around the black
King, but in the meantime Black
has gained play for his own picces.
So White s forced to acquiesce in
the perpetual check.

2 ade+r  wa
3 WB:  Drawn

CEBALO-IVKOV
Yugoslay Championship 1981

1 <
2 4 as
3 an af
4 8a dxed
5 ad @a6

Black waits for ¢3 or ¢4, whena

bishop on gé will not be molested

by @eS. A the same time his

queen’s knight heads towards bd.
6 e

At Zagreb 1965 1 learnt that 6
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6 Play the Qucens Gambi

(10465268 63 03 06 4 3 dxcd 5 a4)
5. a6 6 ed Agd 7 Rrod c6:
§ 63 Cebalo-Trkov 250
800 Spassky-Hor 253
5. 4fs
G ha Alekhine-Eune 254
6 e
6. ©bd7 Euve-Alekhine 257
60 671 dbt
§ Ores Browne-Formanck 259
§ < Nikolié-Belyavsky 262
663667 dxed bt 8 0
B Qb7
w2 ggs:
10" e Perrosian-Bitm 264
10 d3 Najdorf-Peirosian 267
9 b3
9 Wb6 Gavrikon-Dorfman 269
9 ... aS Kasparov-Belyavsky 271
9 Qid &gd 101
10'.. 8305 Tukmakov-Kupreichik 273
10 265 Tukmakor-Dolmarov 275
.00
5 hd kgt Karpor-Porisch 277
9 We:
9 ... Bed Gligori¢-Unzicker 280
9 @bd? Yusupor-Velikov 282

17 Botvianik's Variation
14452 ¢4 c6 3 B3 6 4 &3 6 5 LgS:
5. n6:
6 &hd drcs:
7 €3 Marovié-Pomar 287
7¢4 Spassky-Pachman 289
6 &xi6 Psakhis-Dolmatov 290
5. dxct 64 bS:
7 ad Tal-Keller 293
7¢Sh6 8 &h gs:
9 exf6 Bronstein-Borvinnik 295
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124 Play the Qucor's Gambin

passed before due notice was taken
ofi.

10 “cxds exds
1 ooo

“The idea has become clear now.
‘White's intention is o prevent the
liberating .. ¢S by cither b4 or
W13, forcing Black into the passive.
..c6. Ina number of games n the
matches between Karpov and Kas-
parov. White tried 10 block his
opponent's queenside, thwarting
any counterplay, by 11 bd. How-
ever, after 11 - 5 12 bxc5 bxcs
13 Ebl &c 14.0:0 &7 15 265
WCT 16 W3 he achieved just a
minimal advantage which never

ized into anything speciic.

s

In the 1ith game of their 1974
match Spassky defended against
Karpov with 11 ... W6, but 12

Zel a6 13 23 ©d7 14 bd was
favourable 1o White.

In the above-mentioned game
Korchnoi-Geller, Black chose 11

We? 12 W3 Hd§ 13 Tadl 5
(Sutin suggested 13 .6 14 23
©d7 15 Zfel D with a passive
but firm position) 14 dxcS &xc3
15 Wxc3 bxcs 16 Scl £d7. Afier
17 Ze2 Rab (correet was 17 ...
Rdc8) 18 b3 Wet 19 Bd Whe 20
el it became clear that White
could increase the unpleasant
pressure on the hanging pawns
with g4 and Dd3. White was
without doubt superior.

1t s probably these experiences
that prompted Torre o choose
another road.

However, in recent games Black
has stood his ground in the cor-
tinuation 11 ... &d7 12 Wb3 c6
13 Zadl (or 13 Tfel Zeg 14edc5
15 &xdS cxdd, Timman-Spassky.
Bugojno 1982} 13... Be§ 14 Zfel
@815 ed (or 15 X1 266 16 ¢4
dxed 17 Exed 5 18 dxcS WS,
Chandier-Spassky, Bundesliga 1981)
15 .. @6 16 €5 ke7, Timman-
Spassky, match 1983.

To me the most natural move
hereis 11 .. e and then 12 #b3
6 13 Zad! @dT with an cqual
position.

12 des g

12 .. bxeS 13 b3 would evi-
denly be in White's favour.

JER] bres





index-250_1.png
Alekhine’s Variarion 27

o be the most serious challenge.
10 Black.
9 @es b

| knew an old game which
continued9... b6 10 @xes 1611
5 xe5 12 axb6 exdd 13 Bxa to
White's advantage, and | expected
Kovatevié's choice,

10 242 we?

11 dxes
Some recent games indicate

‘White can achieve a better
dgame by 11 &xbd Wxbd= 12
Wa2 Wxd2r 13 ®xd2, but 1
thought | could squeeze more out
of this curious position.

. 00

White s a_pawn up but his
picces are posted somewhat awk-
wardly. Precise play i fequired to
Keep the initial advantage.

12 2g

A number of interesting games
have been played in recent years
. which White tried 12 Eel,
Ihreatening £xb4, but 12... a6
Aept Black's chances alive. Al
though quite comples, 12 4 offers
better chances o White

LI @26
In van der Sterren-Hartoch,
Amsterdam 1985, after 12 ... Ed§

1106 £xd2+ 13 Wad2 Bxes 1S
100 Black was outplayed. Better

was 13 .. a6 with unclear play.

Y

13 @xh was possible, but the
text move i stronger, although it
may appear (hat Black's pieces
become menacing. As a matter of
Fact 1 was following a game | had
played in Tallinn carlier the same
year against Ivo Nei. He continued
13... 3ad8 14 xhS @xes 15 Wb3
2102+ 16 ©ad2 @S 17 We2
Ded3+ 18 fxdd Drdd+ 19 Le2
Wes, but 20 Had repulsed his
attack.

3. Dnes

“This was the prepared improve-
ment. 1 spent a long time here
calculating first 14 D3, then 14
Sxb4. 1 came to the conclusion
that afer 14 . Wxbd+ 15 §a2
@xcd 16 Wxbd Dabd 17 fxcd
26 18 62 White was no doubt
better, but | hoped to achieve an
advantage another way.

1 DS WS
15 gxa6

15 xb4 Dxbd 16 Wa2 fails to
16 a5 17 @xh5 Zads

15 308
16 &xb4  Exdls
17 Tt a6
18 446

Of course 18 &c3 followed by
xS and a$ is  draw, but White
wants more.
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30 Play the Queen's Gambin

(104452c4.c63 13 2164 B3 e6 53 bd7 6 143 dxed 7 Rxcd bS

8 2d3)
8. b4 Tal-Liubojevic 337
8. abT
00 b4 10 es:

10 .. @xed Portisch-Polugayessky 340
10 @7 Korehnoi-Polugayevsky 341
9¢4 54 10 &ad c5 11 ¢5 2
12 8165 Bxcs 13 des Rocs:
14 b5+ Uhlmann-Larsen 343
1400 Polugayessky-Mecking 345
1200 Tukmakov-Sveshnikov 347

19 Lesser Variations
1d4d52cd 63 D3 afe:
4¢3 gt Korchnoi-Yusupov 350
4 W2 Epishin-Kupreichik 352
4 @k
4. &1 Janowski-Capablanca 355
4 dxcd S €3 b5 6 ad Reshesky-Smyslov 351
10445204633 D64 Dc3 g S O3 ke Rubinsicin-Bogoljubow 359
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26 Play the Queen's Gambi

Khine. Shocked, Bogoljubow miss-
s the hidden continuation 36 .. €5
37 @05+ b7 (Bowvinnik) 38 We
W8 which saves him. 36 ... g5
37 Whs+ &18 38 Whe+ gk 39
WixgS+ or 36...ext5 37 WdS+ i
38 27+ as demonsirated by
Alekhine, would have lost_as
quickly a5 Black's actual choice.

3% . e
3 febr  Taes
38 was af6
39 ax6 et
0z wrs
41 46

The last liule trick

1. g8 42 EN2 Wigd+ 43 A1
bS 44 Egl Whd 45 Kl ShT 46
Tre6 Bxes 47 WaT+ Black re-
signed.

MAROVIC-KOVACEVIC
Rovinj-Zagreb 1975

e o
2 e P
3 an @f6
1 aa dxct
5 ad st

The standard 5 ... &15 is much
more popular for the simple reason
that the following &5 wins a
tempo. The quict 6 3 yields
White nothing as 6 ... 5 7 dxeS
Wadl+ 8 Dxdl Ded 9 Lxcd
&ba+ 10 e2 27 equalizes.

7 g3 was quite often played 00,
but the text move appeaied to me
as 3 way 0 keep Black's queen's
bishop out of play. On 7 g3 Black
responds actively 7 ... ¢6 8 Lg
&b4 9 @xcd &dS, when the try
at refutation with 10 ¥b3 0-0 11
e fails 1o 11 @xe3 12 Hxbd 2
or 12 bxe3 Wadd ctc. However.
there s no doub that 7 h3 followal
bygdand &g2 must bein White’s
favour, Nikolié-Hilbner, Tilburg
1988,

7. 2y

7...¢6 would encounter 8 g4 (i
8 Oxcd then§ .. c5)8... 4g69h4

8 Gned o
Since 9 dxeS loses 109 .. #hd4
and 9 aes @xeS 10dxes 27 11

4 Lc5 (or 11 ... &b4) i not s0
convincing. the text move scems
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Index of Variations and Mlustrarive Games 30

9 @xgs,
9. @dS Timman-Liubojevic 298
9 hxg5 10 &xgS @bd7:
1183 Smyilov- Bronsicin 300
11 exfé £b7:
12 22 Denker-Botvinnik 303
12 g
12... W06 Smyslov-Borvinnik 304
12c5 1385
13 ... @b6 Polugayessky-Torre 306
13 Wb6 14 22 0-0-0 15 0-0 b4 16 Dad WoS 173
D8 18 axbd cxba:
19 5e3 2xd520 &xds Txds 21 We2 He6 22 Hfel:
22.... @a3 Kasparov-Dorfman 308
22 @eS Kasparov-Tal 310
19 W4 Krausser-Gunther 311

18 Meran and Chigorin Variations
104452 cd c6 3 O3 Df6 4 Be3 e6 5 €3 DbdT:
6 W2 Tal-Trifunovic 316
6 4d3:
6. aba:
7 a3 Botvinnik-Euve 318
700 Perrosian-Taimanov 321
6. fds:
7000408 4 dxed 9 Dxcd xed 10 xed or
7 ¢4 dxed § Gxed Dxed 9 Lxed 0-0 10 0-0:
10 .. 16 Steinitz-Lasker 322
10 .. ¢S Vaganian-Miles 324
6. dxcd 7 Rxcd bS 8 Ra3:
§..269 cd cs
10 €5 cxdd 11 @xbs:
11 ... axbS Borvinnik-Euwe 326
11 @xes Capablanca-Levenfish 329
10 ds:
10 ... c4 11 deh:
11 .. cxd3 Karpov-Tal 331
11 fxe6 Gligoric-Ljubojevic 334
10,65 Polugayessky-Biyiasas 336
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1 Flay the Qusen's Gambir

and have in mind ... Red and ex-
changes and simplifications that
gencrally speaking suit him well
With the knight on 3, the chances
of attacking Black's king position
are relatively small, and in most
cases White also castles short.

An old move, popularized by
Botvinnik. It s dirccted against
the simplifying .. Ded. In order
to prepare action in the centre
and the kingside, White can also
choose 11 @es, but then 11 .
D forces exchanges which make
things casier for Black. After the
text move Black can piay for the
same idea, continuing 11 ... %6
and meeting 12 @eS by 12 ..
@647, but then 13 xe7 lollowed
by f4 enables While to seize the
initiative on the kingside. Evident-
1y, the rook being on ¢!, White is
ceady for f4,and 12.. Opdinstead

of .. 2647 would again provoke
.

n . o

For a long time considered
dubious. Yet, on the evidence of
recent games we have (o change
our opinion. ECO gives 11 ... g6,
with the standard idea ... 067
and ... &f5, as equal, which |
seriously doubt. Kasparov and
Keene give 11 ... g6 12 8¢S @gd
13 xe? Wxe7, butafier 14 Dxgd
dxgé 15 13 and later e White
must be somewhat better.
Neistadt thought 11 ... £hs
was the solution, but then 12
Rxe7 ExeT G 12 .. e then
13.¢4) 13 b4 keeps the edge.

12 oaxe7 we?
13 Qxed dxed
14 @a2 b6

We examine 1415 in the next
game.

15 Wat

Of course, grabbing the pawn
would lose an exchange.

15 . 5

15 .. &b7 fails 10 16 @dxed ¢S
17,45, but for a while 15 ... bS
revived Black's hopes, having in
mind 16 $e2 b4 17 &ad a6 with
a good game. However, Smejkal
buried the plan by the simple 16
Was 215 17 el

16 B e






index-138_1.png
Tartakower's Defence.

Dangerous for Black is 16 &xa6
Zxa 17 23 I8 18 drcS bcs 19
el c4 20 Wad as played in
Averbakh-Lein, Spartakiad 1973.

16
"

Bas

bues
247

On 17... @bé Petrosian pointed
out 18 Dxe6 Ixe6 19 Was.

18 2xa6

19

Be

a6 -

Towards the king, because 19

@b3 provokes 19

came into consideration.

1

Of course 19 .

56,19 el
M
25 followed

by . fxe2 is drawish. The text
move willcause Black headaches.

2
21
n
2

28 tde

25

20
202
)
an

2e2

wis
2e6
27
o
Exds

With his pawns fixed, Black
should play cautiously - 25

b6 26 O3 Za7 27 Rec? Eas,
What follows is cather superficial

2

26 bxad

27
8

@
nat

a3
&fs
Bed?

Always fix the weaknesses!

8

o

29
30
31
2

0
Tedt
zb1
a

3

w1
el
a6

So White has kept the gift pawn

with superior play.

2 .

£

33 4 is met by 33

@

Tbdl wba.
FER

3
3

Ha
w2

o

es 4

s

Here 35 g4 was clearly prefer-
able in order to restrict Black's
bishop, which after the text move.

becomes active.

35 .

3
¥
38
3
]
a
2
o
a“
)

OF course, 45 .

fred
dxd2
207
268
=B
218
7
Zh2
e

25
dxed
a2+
2d7
e
bes
26
)
o6
wes
a7

Sxad a6 Tb7

68 47 LcT+ has (o be avoided;
the c-pawn is more valuable than

a doubled a-pawn.

46 Td2 6 47 g4 Tv7 48 AN
2d7 49 Bd2 Tb7 50 b4 16 Draw

agreed.
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16 Play the Queen's Gambir

avoided the whole line, impressed
by an ancient game Marshall-
Rubinstcin, played in Moscow
1925, where 18 ... Tads 19 Zesho
20 Bed led to White's advantage.
The continuation was instructive:
20 ... @b4 (720 . D6 then 21
Degs) 21 23 Wed 22 W2 27723
b3 Wxb3 (or 23 ... Wa6 24 Txel
Hxed 25 DeS 25 26 D6 Bd§
27 &5 e1c) 24 a2 Wa2 25 B3
and Biack resigned.

19 el

In Timman-Yusupov, played a
year before this game, White chose.
19 262, but 19 .. $64 20 a3 Wb3
21 W3 245 32 xeh Bxet 23
BeS Ge6 24 @c3 Wh6 led to
cqual play.

[ Zads
20 Ees w7
2 b4

Rather strange, and savouring
0f 100 much optimism. The natural
21 Wed 2522 &1 (or 22 Bxe8
Lxed 23 HExd$ £33 24 Reeg
£hS) 22 ... 2xeS gives approxi-
mately cqual play.

a .. a1

2 Has

Another strange step. One would
expect the normal 22 B5¢3.

n L4
3

23 Bl fails 10 23 ... Wed,

n
24 dxes.

24 Zaxes was betier, bringing.
his rook back into play. Now Black
seizes a fullinitiative owing o his
more active pieces.

e

u . b6
25 Ha 244
2 wn 21
27 wg3 Bxes
8 h Exel+
29 Wxel e
30 Wes k3

Correct. With all the white
pieces cut off from the king, the
sacrifice decides quickly.

31 Qed ZN+ 32 A2 Bhi+
White resigned.

SMYSLOV-KERES
World Championship Match
Tournament 1948

1de as
2 o

3 80 @f
4 kg5 I

s a @vd7
6 cxds exds
7 ad3 &eT
8 an 00
9 We2 ey
0 00 an

1 bt
One of the standard moves in
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The Exchange Variation 15

17 @xf3 &b7 1 a4 ds
18 Des Wes. 2 o 6
backs king sepocdonthe 3 98 A7
-
s R
e
19... g6 vas oblgaory. Ti
RS Aot S T -
PR
Rin o S
W

Since 23 .. @xdd fails to 24
B+, Black is helpless against _ The possibility of undermining
the coming xed. Black's pawn wedge in the centre

- . .- was behind Zacl from the very

24 Gxed  Resigns beginning.
is on
On24 WS heris S g
o 26 WS i e [ )
Whe

HJARTARSON-SHORT
Dubai Olympiad 1986 ‘The best. For a long time Black
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10 Play the Queen's Gambin

somewhat betier for him, but 14
248, from Botez-Lein, European
“Team Championship 1965, offered
Black good tactical play after 15
exds £xdS 16 We2 W6 17 Tfd1
@c6. When it was decided that
23 and 4 is rather harmless
against the hanging pawns, White
started to play 11 &2 fe6 120-0
€513 Wd2 7 14325 15 &bS.
In the cighth game of the 1968
Larsen-Spassky match Black equal-
iz¢d with the further 15 ... 216 16
Hacl Hic8 17 Wb2 247 with a
later ...34 tofollow. If White con-
tinued 16 ©eS in order 10 prevent

247, then ... @ed and .. &6
would follow

n o &6

This is more active than 11 .
267 12 Wad ¢S 13 Wad 2k 14
243 &d7 15 415 whic
better for White.

12 W o

18 wa 28

Black holds back the develop-
ment of his knight in order to
prevent 6.

14 abs

It was Furman who first played
this move, against Geller at Mos-
cow 1970.

. a6

‘We shall see the inadequacy of
this move, and it s not surprising
that Black soon gave it up. In the
game Timman-Geller, Hilversum
1973, Geller came up with an
important noveity - 14 ... Wb7,
sacrificing a pawn for a strong
initiative. 15 dxeS bxcS 16 TxeS
BxcS 17 x5 £a6 18 xa (T 18
W6 then 18 . Wach 19 Rxc6
EbS) I8 ... Hxa6 19 Wad Wod 20
42 Wgd 21 Tyl 64, and now
Timman was in trouble. On 22
exd4 Eb8 23 b3 25 the attack
breaks through, and 22 &xdé, as
played, also proved inadequate:
22 .. Wih4 23 Tel W2+ 24 Te2
W1 25 &oxe6 Txe6 26 W6 LN,
15 dues bxes
16 00 2a7
Rather unnatural. 16 ... Wb1
was preferable.
17 e Ly
Now the c-pawnis againimmo-
bile and therefore some commen-
tators proposed the immediatc 17
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s Play the Queen's Gambit

Furman-Konstantinopolsky, 1950,
continued 12 &xe7 Wxe? 13 Dfel
(@ useful move: f1 may be nceded
for the knight and a later e4 may
be favourable) 13 .. &e6 14 b4 a6
1S @ad Zads 16 &cs 4B 17 ad
(note that aé comes after @ad-c5)
17 ... g5 18 ¢4 with advantage to
Whilte.

In my opinion the most natural
thing 1o play would be 11 ... a5;
see the next game.

2 b Sd

“This is dubious. Smyslov thought
12 .. ed was better, while 12 ..
a6 13 a4 246 must also be better
than the text in principle; the
pawn on a7 may become another
Jiabiliy.

130bs 247

Keres suggesied 13 .. h 14
6 Wl 15 ¢4 O 16 ¢5 Wb
o be followed by ... W
bt g
Taking with the pawn must be
better. Black's bishop has been
degraded 10 the pawn leve.

15 b3 e
16 &xfs

Much better than 16 265 7.
" . axis
17 dbs

So the final consequences of
the minority attack cannot be

avoided

17 . wis
18 et hs

Litle will come out of this
pawn advance, but Black has no
alternative action that would en-
gage White and turn him away
from the exploitation of the weak
points on Black's queenside.

19 2 he
20 Sxes bres
2 Wad @t
2

On 22 Wa6 Black plays 22
Babg and if 23 Tb7 then 23
Txb7 24 Wxb7 Wal.

2 .. s
B W ebg
2 Zeht b7
25 b7 o

Waiting cannot save Biack and
50 he tries some tactical traps. On
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Alekhine's Variation 2

bags
Fxcs
08
&
b3

Ihe players were out of time
Ible and Black resigned.

WPASSKY-HORT

Lallnn 1975

'
2
3
3
5

6
7
8
9

"

as
o4
[y
an
ad
et
fxed
[
203
3

as
<6
s
dxes
@36
e
]
@bt
a7

Farlier they used 0 play 10
41040 11 We2 h 12 Hidl
e position is easier o play with

W

e problems.

1

but Black has no weak
. Perhaps 10 a5 would cause

axn

icd-Speelman, Taxco Inter-
11 1985, Black replied 10 ..

05, butafier 11 g4 g6 12 02,
neparing 14, he had the worst of

"
n

i
Badt

a2
o0

13 @ aned
MWkl WS

Nowit is clear why 105 came
into serious consideration. 1t
cramps Black and prevents his
natural plan.

15 [ bt
16 222 o

Up 10 this moment Hort has
defended well. 1 was present at
the post mortem analysis, which
demonstrated that 16 ... ¢S was.
too carly and that 16.... Sad§ was
correct

1 as
Natural and simple, but very
strong. 17 €5 cxdd I8 Hxdd &eS

19 3xbé Lxed+ 20 $h2 @47 21
2xb7 @cS offered counterchances.

"o o
18 &2 exds
19 & e,
2 Dxds  oxd

U Eaed Wl
“The exchange of queens would
not make Black's ituation casier.
2 g4 Hach
22 .. We6 immediately came
into consideration.
) wes
2 wn
15 and 6 is threatened, and
there is more to it than meets the
eye
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Tariakower's Defence 1

24 fxeS W7 25 d6 W7 26 Tacl
e 27 $d4 Zeds 28 Wod W3 29
W43 WhS 30 Wed WgS 31 Ze)
Wb 32 ZdS W3 33 Hod Web 34
S W15 35 K03 Wgs 3 b2 Tch
37 Ted Teds 38 0c3 hS 39 ad
WIS 40 Wed We6 41 dd g6 42
WS WeB 43 Bded ST 44 Te7
87 45 Tnd7 nd? 46 BeT WIS
47913 We6 48 27 Black resigned.

FISCHER-SPASSKY

6th match game 1972
I e
280 s
3 a afs
420 &7
5 &gs [
63 16
7 ahd b6
8 oxds

Since Black is preparing the
fianchetto of his queen’s bishop,
simple logic sugeests closing its
diagonal

8 . s

Black will have toaceeptsucha
closure, but by taking with the
knight he exacts a good price for
it - exchanges and simplifications
that increase the chances of a
draw,

8 .. exd falls in with White's
desires. It s true 9 @eS £b7 10
Tl @bd? 11 14 fails 10 11 .

Qxes 12 dxes Ded or 12 es
247, but 9 Xd3 Re6 1000 (10
@eS is met by 10 . &d7) 10
@bd7 11 Zel (i 11 &eS then 11

Dxes 12 dxes D7 13 RxeT
WxeT 14 58 £5) 11 .. ¢S 12 b,
Sanguinetti-Michel, Buenos Aires
1945, was advantageous to White:
12 e 13 &S Dnes 14 dxes
gi 15 &gd. On 9 2d3 £b7
scems better although 10 Ecl
b7 1100 ¢5 is somewhat betier
for White. 12 dxeS bxc 13 475
@b 14 Bad ed leads nowhere,
but Mikenas's 12 £b1 and the
&5 of Olafsson-Petrosian, Can-
didates 1959, are both favourable
for White.

9 dxe?

On9 &3 the bestis 9.5 10
23 cxdd 11 exdd Kb with
247 and ... @ o follow. In
this variation 10 &xds would be
met by 10 ... #xds.

[ et
10 s

On 10 Hel simply 10... 6711
443 EcB and ... c5, while in case
of 11 @xds Black takes with the
bishop and again carries out... ¢S

native. On 11 ... ¢S White used to
continue 12 dxcS bxeS 130-0 &e6
14 ¢4, when 14 .. 44 1S @2 is
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The Evchange Variaion "

the Exchange Variation. White
plans 10 advance his pawn 10 b5,
starting the minority attack, which
is in complete harmony with the
pawn structure. With the knighton
13, White naturally turns towards
the queenside. The forward march
of the b-pawn is very simple in
conception. Reaching bs it may
betaken, after which the dS pawn
wil be shaky, or it may be allowed
t0take on c6, when the ecapturing
pawn on cb is backward and the
square cS weak, or it may be by-
passed by ..cS, when the pawn on
5 will again be isolated.

As 2 matter of fact White does
not have 10 prepare bé. Analyzing
this position a number of times,
1 have finally come t0 the conclu-
sion that he should realize it at
once by 11 £x16 2316 12b4. After
12... g4 13 @2 Black usually
chooses between 13 .. Le7 14
Zabl £d6 15 Tl and 13... Leg

14 fel &e7 15 Fabl. In both
cases White keeps his small ad-
vaniage.

Let us briefly mention that 11
@es fails o the simplifying 11 ..
@gd and that 11 b3 is well met by
1. et (some authors recom-
mend 11 ... DhS witha later .. g6,

@47 etc, but such a manoeuvre
it 100 slow 1o be good)

" Ly

‘The minority attack being the
best motivated action White can
undertake in the position, it must
be opposed by all means.

11 ... 2gd in spitc of appear-
ances s not so logical. After Pach-
man's 12 &2 khs 13 Ffel g6
14 8xg6 hxg6 15 £x16 xf6 16
b4 White is active, while Black is
limited to passive defence

1. ed s consistent with the
previous .. Tefand .. D8, After
12 Sxe7 Wxe 13bd a6 1424 Bgb
1555 axbS 16axbs Dxe3 17 Wxc3
g4 18 &2 White hasaminimal
advantage,

Black can try 11 ... g6 with the
old idea ... @e6-g7 and ... &I5,
but it is slower here than
Szabo-Stahlberg and  therefore
weaker.

11 e allows 12 b4, but 12
. e prepares to mect bS by ..
5. However, 13 &ad with a slow
preparation of bS is in White's
favour.

11 @S has been tried too,






index-255_1.png
252 Play the Queen's Gambit

17 a2

Simple moves are usually strong
moves. White prevens 17... Gibd,
which would be met by I8 We3.
"o wer
18 &6
Again the simplest wisdo.

Black’s pawn structure s siously
damaged.

8o bra6
19 dact o8
20 e 00
2 ks 266

1621 .. Bfe then 2245 408 23
&8 ExfB 24 dxch ZeB 25 Tgs
with advantage. After the text
‘move Black is ready to meet 22
18 with the unpleasant 22 .
4104 23 Wb4 Wxh2 24 Til a5
25 WS TaE with counter-
chances,

2 e g7
FEFE)

Black's bishop is out of play
anyway.

3 .. 28
24 Ght as
25 a4 226
2 £ was
27 Egel 28
3 ot Wb

Not 28 ... @68, as &cS and
@ed must ot be allowed.

» FLi

Cebalo proposed 29 .. Wb
better. His opponent did not ser
the imminent danger.

BN

An effective and pleasing break
through. 30 ... exf5 31 dS and
or 30 . gafs 31 Hgl+ h8 3241
€xd5 33 Wh WdR 34 Wg3 cannot
be allowed.

0 .. 3
3 fes s
ENY

Black's king wil be exposed to
autack

» abe
1 awd aabd
31 wn
35 w3 o]

35 .. gxhS puts up more resiv
tance.

3% Wed 27

I mes s
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PETROSIAN-SPASSKY
20d match game 1966

L M
2 @ as
3w 27
i an 216
5 g8 00
6 h6
7 2w b6
8 ads @S
9 Sxel  Wxe
10 &xds exds

On the older 14 £e2 Black has
a choice of good moves. One of
the alternatives is 1. W18 with
the idea 15 00 ¢4 or 15 b3 15,
After 15 dxes bxes 1600 &d7 17
42 Konstantinopolsky's 17 ..

15 is necessary t0 prevent ed. Here
18 @b3 is met by 18 ... a5 and

therefore Euwe recommended 18
Was. Black can threaten ... cd by
14 18 100. 15 dxeS bxes 160-0
@d7 17 2rd1 Zcb8 offers White
0 more than a minimal advantage.
The third good choice s 14 .

W7 15 dxcS bxcs 16 0-0 Wb6.

1 give preference to Spassky's
choice, reaching the critical posi-
ton of Tartakover's Defence, which
reflects the balance of forces. White
has not castled, while Black has
ot developed His knight as yet.

15 00 @6

‘Somewhere at the beginning of
the sinties | started to play 15
Wa7, which | still consider the
most solid in this position. By
threatening ... 4 Black forces 16
dxes bxeS, whena new motifarises
- the potential pressure on the
‘open bfile. White will not be able
o diminish it by b3, because then

ad will help Black. Here wesee
Why .. a5 was good. In the game
Saly-Marovic, Wilk aan Zee 1972,
there followed 15 ... Wa 16 dxcS
bacs 17 Bed &7 18 Tl Tcbd
(preventing @, and jusifying

Wa7 by the possibility of
W6 and ... ¥b4) 19 Bl ad 20
a3 4 21 DI N6 22 &3 $b6
and Black stood _tter.

1 look with some suspicion at
15 ... @a6, because the hanging
pawns may easily become shaky.

16 dxes
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All of a sudden the white king
is under imesistible _pressure.
Black threatens .. &3+ as well
as .. b3 or . 4. To parry
the threats Taimanov is foreed to
give up 2 pawn

9o Wxed+
0 Wl Exed
2 gt 3
2 bues bxes

Of course, 22 .. Exc3 loses to
23 cxb7 Bb8 24 Teel et

2 a2 202
24 10 9
25 b1l

Whitc is ost and can only hope
for miractes

25 ... ©g6 26 b3 16 27 g3
2xd4 28 Tbl a7 29 Tbg+ Sh7
30 B2 FdI+ 31 2 Tet 32
Td8 04 33 OhS Ded 34 Exe2
©xe235 Te8 B4 36 Of4 6737
hd Zed 38 $g3 Ted+ 39 12 Ted

4083 D6 41 Tnch Dxfd 42 gafd
Bxfd+ 43 g3 Hed 44 Ddo 25
45 b5 g8 46 St

Now 46 .. 07 47 Rd7+ e6
48 Txg? dd wins casily, but Nezh-
metdinov could achieve miracles
in both senses of the word
There is no need to allow White &
passed pawn.

46 .. g5H 4T O3 A7 48 TdT+
e6 49 Th7 b4 S0 Txh6 Bed+S1
M2 Ted 52 13 Tid+ 53 g3 d3
54 T8 T4 55 ZeB+ H1756 Tel
4257 2d1 23+ 5B w2 g7 9
12 6 60 g2 15 61 gfS Exhs
62 #1254 6316 g3+ 64 Ge2 Lds
65 &0 Draw agreed.

BOTVINNIK-LARSEN
Noordwijk 1965

1ot o
2 @ ds

3 @
4 exds exds
5 a5 1

6 e st
7 ¥ o0

8 ad) Dba7
5 oper

Now we see why Botvinnik was
waiting with the development of
his knight. With the knight on ¢
the simplifications with ... Ded
willbe avoided, and in propitious
circumstances White canadvance
his mass of pawns in the centre.
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Alekhine’s Variation 25

A fruitess atempt. 1t is true,
ihe bishop must go back, but then
the knight on h4 can' be too
Happy.

6 s

78

On 7 ed the answer would be

e same. Maybe White does best
o fepeat moves.

7. e

Mlack sacrifices a_pawn tem-
porarily but with good reason.

3 dus

Kasparov has tried 8 &xcd here
wihowt conspicuous success. After
N exdd 9 exdd 47 100-00-011
el 26 12 g5 &7 13 WH3
“01d5 Black was equal in Kasparoy-
Hubner, Barcelona 1989, and a
M was soon agreed.

8 . Wat+
9 Gl

09 #xdl Dgd and .. Dxes.
9 .. e
0 ia

On 10 @62 or 10 @ed the
swwwer is the same - 10 . @ed,

0. Sxdzt
o2 Dt
12 et &e6

ly keeping his c-pawn, Black
il have fine piay on the queenside.

3o @6

1 on an
15 &0 000

V.Vukovié criticizes the text
move and suggests 15 ... cS.
Thus after the text move White
could continue 16 15 £dS 17 Eel,
when 17...bS fails 1o 18 axbs fol.
lowed by cd and xcd. 1615 Za2+
17 el Zhds (or 17 ... Ixb2 18
e fxe6 19 xcd @bd 20 Raco+
&c721 2(5) 18 D3 xb2 19fxe6
et (19 .. @bd 20 exf? &ic2+ 21
2 Dral+ 22 Red) D gxed
Db 21 Sxch+ SeT 22 LIS is
favourable to White (Vuko
analysis).

16 on s
17 fe2 &d3+
]

After the exchange on d3 Black's
ro0k would penetrate 10 b3: hence
this pawn sacrifice.

[T a2
19 G 2add

Vukovié suggested 19 ... 45
20 &f Bfe8 21 Dd6+ Txd6 as
better.

20 exdd 548 21 S Exdd 22
e3¢5 23 Ta3 41524 g4 Red 25
M o

We reach the crucial position
where the commentators disagreed.
Euwe himsell was of the opinion
that Lasker's move 25 .. a5 was
winning, while Vukovié thinks
(rightly, in my opinion) that after
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Tariakower's Defence &

e
18 @it wrs

18 ... @6 was logical
19 Gxes 6

Now we see why 18 .. 18 was
an error. 18 . @6 would have
prevented ed. 0 .. DI6is now oo
late because of 21 5 0d7 22 fd.

0 .. @

To cede the square ¢4 to White
must be a_grave mistake. The
pawns lose their dynamic strength
and the bishop on c4 dominates
the scene. 20 .4 was much better,
although 21 3 keeps the initi-
e,

n oM we7
n s

Very good. Fixing the weakness
on ¢6, White at the same time

prepares for the later f5.
n . 8

On 22 ...4b6 White plays 23
ol

2 fot on

23 .. b6 fails for the same

24 wny an
25 b3 a5
% 5

“This breakihrough will decisively
weaken Black’s king position, al-
ready so vulnerable on the white
diagonals, and a passed pawn will
appear on the e-fie

2% .. exts
27 Infs an
28 zen wa
29 g3 ze7
30 b 2067
3 e el
2 Wes wes
3 ad wa

3 E2 W
3 me W
36 243
“This is Black's weak diagonal.
To chase the knight from b7 isthe
last step to victory.
% . s
37 Wed afs

T8+ was threatened.

38 Tl guf6 39 Txfs g8 40
o4 &h8 41 W14 Black resigned.
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26 dxes he had prepared 26
WS 27 xhd 0d 28 exdd WS,

26 Ebs exds
27 Dexdt Bk
With the weaknesses on a$ and

a5 the position is lost, but 27 ..
W7 would resist_better. Keres
gave 28 &b $c6 29 @S 23 30
Qxhd a4 31 @15,

28 @b Pl
29 W4 ot
ER

‘The best. On 30 ... £16 White
plans 31 25 etc.

30 .. at
31 Dbt add
32 Qudd WS

Or32... ©c6 33 et Txc6 34
2as.

33 @13 Wd6 34 TaS Bed 35
Hxad @g6 36 WhS W6 37 WIS
W6 38 a7 M8 39 a7 44 40
Hxdd Hab 41 a4 Black resigned.

TAIMANOV-NEZHMETDINOV
USSR Championship 1954

X3 s
2 c s

3an g

1 oxds exds
5 @ af6
6 kg 27
7 w2 @bd7
8 e 00

9 243 ey
10 00 an
1 Zabl as

The best reply. Black will not
be able to prevent b4, but e should
exchange his a-pawn anyway. re-
ducing the potential weak spoisin
his position to & minimum.

7w

Consistent with the previous
abl. On 12 Rfel Black plays 12
@4 13 xeT WxeT and if now
1423 then 14 .. £d6 15 b4 axbd
16 axb4 bS with equal chances.

2 .. et
13 Exe? BT
14 b axbd

In my opinion there i no need
10 take on bé immediately. Black
should wait - 14... &15 can yield
White only a minimal advantage.
15 abd @gs
On 15 .. &15 16 bS Oxc 17
Wxc3 33 18 Wad3 White keeps
some advantage owing o the weak
backward pawn on c6.
16 b5

Too hasty. In a game Gligorié-
Pileger, more than a decade later,
White played the useful prepara-
tory move 16 Tfel

16 . 24
17 G @2
18 Waz oM
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2u . a6
55

Now 25 ... bS fails t0 26 f6.
% .. wer
26 g3 b5

Later Hort was of the opinion
that he should have played 26 .,
.

27 aws

27 %2 would be met by 27
16, but Spassky finds a much
stronger continuation.

2 . axbs
» i 8

Hort did not ke 28 .. 21629
6 g+ 30 dxgd B3+ because
of 31 B3, butin fact the further
31 i3+ 32 a3 g6 33 Tnbs
Be§ enables Black o obtain @
better position than in the game.
29 fxe? et
Black was already in time
trouble. The text move looked to
him more natural, but probably
20 Wxe? was betier.
3 DS Eae?
31 mal we2

The most logical was 31
et

32 Eds e
3 b wh2
3 e we

35 b Enes

Time trouble. Keeping rooks
on the board was much better (3%
e for instance). This way the
b-pawn becomes 100 quick.
36 b6 Zuds
7 mas  Ew
Keres proposed 37 .. We an
better.
38 Wer 22
3 b7

A nice tactical solution.

Zng2+ 40 whi w7 41
Black resigned.

ALEKHINE-EUWE
15th match game 1935

g as
2 6

3an af
4 o dxed
5 ad &
=
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26 23 ©bS 27 Eb3 44628 b4 CEBALO-KOVACEVIC
%xb4 29 Txb4 Zb8 30 Wes Ib7  Vinkovei 1982
31 &3 16 32 @el Tba? 33 2d3

‘with advantage 0 White. An cx- 144 a5
ample of patient, lasting pressure 2 o 6
on the c-pawn bringing results. 3 & 3
4 en 6
18 bxck bxch S bgs a7
19 gxe? e 3 s s
20 We2 o bye
7 e el
As a result of the pawn action 8 243 -0

White ha suceeeded 10 T8 3 wnen 81 is played bfore
backward pawn on <6, but it i W0en £63 8 plaved befor
Blck'sonly weaknessand twould g2 n herc s aho & Dty
ke s Copsians s bt 1155 ST %R 53000
increase he advantage 20 26715 13" 5p Gl 14 W W nor 9
useless, so White prepares @a Lxe? WxeT 10 Rxed dxed 11 £d2
w . s 15 achicves an advantage.
21 @ad Wd6 “There is more pressure on Black
Vacating the square €7 for the  in the continuation 9 &xe7 $he?
knight Trom whence  delendethe 10 $e2 (10 00 00 11 Wl allows

pawn on 6, 11 Zef. when 12 b4 &9 135
is met by I3 .. S with cqual play)
T 10...15 11 0:0.0:0 but Whitc's ad-
ia e vantage is minimal.
5 wer 28
Itis useful to exchange apair of :
fooks before weakening th casted 1o 000
position by .. f6in order to cover _ On 10 g4 Black replis 10
&. &8 and his king's positionis well
protected. Moreover, 11 6 6
3 3ght  Twwe
o, 12 13 would encounter 12 ... ¢S

with counterplay. Castling short
Since Black can defend his  leads to complex positions with

sccond rank, this move is good.  many continuations, which we
27 @2 67 28 Ga mop 29 Sl nalyze scparatcly
Wh2 Exb6 30 Wxb6 Wa3 31 bt 0. an

Wd6 Draw agreed. 1w
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5 ends s
6 kgt a7
7 o

8 w2 am

“The black queen's knight fol-
lows the same path a5 in the
previous game, but in a better
version. Against_ the. defensive
‘manoeuvre applied by Stahlberg
it would be favourable for White
10 have his king's knight on e2.
Therefore | recommend delaying
the development o the knight.

... GhS isa continuation con-
sider quite solid. The exchange of
the black-squared bishopssimpli-
ies Black'sproblems considerably
Anyway, in a couple of games
after the further 9 £x¢7 $xe? 10
9626611 000.0 124325 13 @t
D47 0r 100:0-0 ©b6 11 23 et
followed by castling long, White
achicved litte

9 443 @es
10 2ha

10 x6 comes into considera-
tion with the intention of b4-bS.

0. 3
1 v

Sharper is 11000 g7 12 h3
21513 g4 £xd3 14 Wxd3 with a
somewhat better positon, or 11
13 at once with theidea lo prevent
the fccing ... £15 by lollowing up
with g4, In that case, of course,
White castls long and intiates

I order o break down the firm
pawn formation of his opponent
‘White will march his b-pawn down
the file tobS. A simple yet danger-
ous strategic concept.

2 . as

Whenever White is preparing
the minority attack, this is the
move (0 play

[ERE) g7
b4 axbs
axbt 25

16 bS B

Wy bd

Timman-Andersson, ~Tilburg
1987, continued 17 .. &f5 18
2xf6 2x6 19 Tcl Ta3 20 bxes
xch 21 We2 Wa8 22 e2 K623
14 ©d624 042 ReT 25 h3 2§
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20 Dxbt WS
2 whi whs
21 . e was stronger.
2 @ as
23 met e

Black traps his own queen. After
his_next move White threatens
Be2-Zel in perpetuum. Therefore
234 was called for.

24 Bed
25 oxb3

2 @exas

[
Qes

1626 @bxas then 26 ... c5.

% ..
2 @

war

27 Te2 would be punished by
27 Bxa5 28 Bxas Drd.

7.
28 dxes
2 a3

30 Qus
31 Wes
2 b
Ee)

34w

3 £
36 We3

o
s
s
Was
wa2
2
wa2
g6
i3

On 36 b2 Black had in mind
36 .. &7 37 Wxe7 Ixed. How-
ever, the text move justgives away
more material for nothing,

3% ..
37 o
38 bs
3 a4

i+
Wb
68

gt

40 Wt s+
41 e Wes
o e

On 42 ¢7 thereis 42... Oxe7 43
WacT Wt 44 EQ T White's
pawn roller would have ground o
a halt while Black's pawns arc
about to start moving

2 . i
4 B e
“ 23 s
45 a3 a8
% @7

a7 T WS
As 48 Weg+ fails 10 48 .. WeS.

48 et WL 49 Tbd Wal+ 50
®b3 g7 S1 Wos Hd8 2 Wed+
W3+ 53 a3 hS 4.5 b 55 a6
556 7 Ha8 57 Ead h3 58 Zazed
White resigned.

BOTVINNIK-ROBATSCH
Amsterdam 1966

1 afs
2 &g <

3 s as

4 cxds exds
5 4gs <

6 e L7
7 W 00
8 243 b7
9 an Bet
10 00

By making possible .. &8 Black
wil strengthen his castied position
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2 Play the Queen's Gambit

flank the question White must  Naturally, 14 Dxed dxed 15 Sxed
e i acion Eauh oes B e o
b Ao 1 B e S Ve

e b e s e

G RN NG Mg, o
s e e s 616

Bl oK to B Thcoms  0r 15 02 248

ry s ocarry out gd, which Cebalo
prepares by the text_move. He 18- s
could have done this with 11 Bdgl Tt is in this counteraction that

100, when Black should prepare  Black has invested his hopes and,
his counterplay by 11 .. &e6 12 we could add, reasonably so.

g4 Zef followed by .. c5. Black's threats become concrete
n . 206 and White’s castled position sen-
12w et stive.

16 a2 b

In the post mortem Kovatevié
came to the conclusion that 16 ...
Wi was stronger, giving 17 W2
b4 18 Biced W8 1963 2452013
a5 followed by ..ad and an attack
(or 19 @cS £dS etc).

17 @at
Kovatevié considers 17 @2
stronger.
- s
18 W

Usually Black replics 12... $as,
Kecping the knight move forlater, o 1% %r4 W4 19 extd 445 20

Kovaevic, however, decides 1o S1e! e wins back material

simplify at once - an interesting 8. 245

eaction leading to good play. “This is the point. 19 o4 woukd
1T et be refuted by 19 ... £xa2, when
14 Rxed the d-pawn hangs.

Whitedecides o grab he pawn, R
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et e
2 a as

3 a0 27
i aa o6
5 ags 00
6 e 16

786 xls
8 Wa

Directed against ... c5 as well.
Yetif Black dares (o play 8 ...c5.
alter 9 dxcs dxed 10 &xed 07 11
@ed £e7 12 Td1 WeT 13b4aS 14
3 axb4 15 axb4 b6 he achieves a
alanced position. Kasparov and
Keene recommend 9 cxds cxd4 10
@4 exdS 11 &bS with a slight
advantage.

1t scems that in order to thwart
Black’s standard plan with ... ¢S
some stronger measure must be
taken. After the exchange on f6,
and in complete harmony with i
would be § cxdS exdS 9 b4, which
has been played successfully in 2
few games.

s . be

“The value of this move we shall
judge on the basis of our game.
‘An alternative worth meationing
is 8 .. 6. Itsidea s clear from
9 241 cxd4 10 Rxcé 5 1dS @e7
1264 &g or 12 fed &S followed
by .. &6, tried successfully by
Spassky against Tal in the 1966
Soviet Team Championship. Tn
Polugayevsky-Belyavsky, USSR
1982, White_therefore chose 9
Iel, when Spassky’s plan is no
Tonger 0 g0od (9...dxcd 10 &xcd
€5 1105 &e 12 Bed D15 13 £b3)
and .36 10 £62¢6 1100 4g7
12 24d is somewhat better for
White. On 9 el Liberzon suc-
cessfully played 9 ..b6 10 cxdS
exd5 11 243 8e7 12 00 ket
Petrosian-Liberzon, USSR Cham-
pionship 1969.

5 s exis

10 b4

Consistent with (6. White's

basic strategic aim is to block
Black's queenside and especially
o prevent .. 5.

10 . Yy

This is_rather passive. 10 ..

406 11 243 o6 12 00 Was 13
abl &7 was proposed by Bolc-
slavsky as an energetic measure
against the blockade.

nom 3

11... 247 1265 Ze8 1324 OB
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28 Play the Queen's Gambir

" o wer
15 He1 00
16 8

On the evidence of the Kan-
Simagin game, 16 ¢4 was stronger.
16 . @t
“The natural reaction. Bykhovsky
blocks the advance of the king's
pawn.
1 wa wes
Stronger here is 17 ... 15, Itis
true that Black keeps the blockade
by the text move, 100, but the
queen on c6 is poorly posted.
18 we

“The quiet 18 Zad appeals tome.

0 ds
Introducing a subile conception.

0 . exds
2 G4 Wb
2 o 2dfe
3w

Another finc point.

n . e
u i 2
25 dxed bred
2 244

Now the idea of 20 dS has
become ciear. White will win back
the pawn, when his strong passed
pawn and superior knight give
him an evident advantage.

% .. 6
27 W b4
2 el a4

2 3 WS
30 e

Perhaps Black could have put
up more resistanceif he had taken
care to stop the c-pawn imme-
diately, but now it is 100 late. As
Nimzowitsch put it, the passed
pawn is a criminal who has to be
put in gaol immediately.

n . Bed
31 et dred
2 et T
33 abs o

Since 34 Exad does not work
and ... @xc] is threatened it
appears Black has succeeded in
keeping the balance, but .

34 g a6
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open file. Black's queen’s knight

it e B (1
e R o e o[

P A%

Bam i

e s ma
R

Vi B AR

s

s Ha

20 DS

It seems that Black's plan has
The siege tightens. OF course,  been fulfilied, but .

Black cannot take twice on ¢5
because of Zxb7, when his rook U ks ad
on d8 hangs. 24 .. axb5 25 Wa wins,
0 .. 206 25 2o wn

Black cnvisages guiding his  There is more fesistance in 25

bishop to ds, hoping 1o cxpel the .. &xc7 26 ac] Wac7 27 TxcT

white rook from the seventh rank.  Hxe§ 28 Hxb7 Zel, but in the
Tong run it is lost t00.

N o «
n g % 2w
A beautiful waiting move, and  This sacriice wins by force.
i usefol one. 26 ... &xaS 27 Txb Wd6 28
2 . 2de 27 b6 29 Zc6 Whd 30 &7+

23 s T Black resigned.
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A new idea at the time the game
was played. What White has in
‘mind became apparent later that
year when Yusupov won a game
in Sofiaater 11 .. £xc3 12 Wxed
Wacd+ (12... Wxa2 13 &3 fcb
14 d2is advantageousto White)
13bxcd &¢6 14 2d4 Teh, whena
deeply hidden tactical blow struck
Black - IS ¢4 with the idea 15 .
Bxc5 16 exds 2xds 17 @b3 or
15 .. dred 16 @xet fach 17 Led

1718 Thel etc
"o Lot
12 Gxds 38

12 2xdS failed to 13 2xdS
Wra2 14 det £xb2+ 15 dd]
Wal+ 16 $e2 Wxhl 17 Wxb2
W2 18 Wxb7.

13 w1

An important moment in the
‘game. Taking on 16 evidently did
not come into consideration, but
this quict defensive move solves
the prodlem. Now 13 ... ZxeS
fails 0 14 b4 xc2 15 &bt gaf
16 bxas and Black's back rank is
exposed, leaving no time for
T2, If Black prevents b by I3

@a6, Kasparov had prepared
14 236 bxat IS Wd2 witha clear
advantage.

3. Lxds
4 Ds Bk
15 fed @by

Or15... @7 16 W2 (Kasparov).

16 waz Exes
17 Exs WS
18 Zel whe

Aftes the game the adversaries
shared the opinion that the follow-
ing strang sally of the white queen
should have been prevented by 18

wel.

19 w7

This proves that Black's threats
to b2 are now fictitious. For i
stance, 19 ... 83 20 £x7+ S
21 263, of 19 ... Dxa2 20 He2
D3+ 21 el £ed 22 47+ Shg
23 @eS, or 20 .. Kd8 21 W7+
Wh 20 Gxad Was+ 23 &bl
Bd1+24 Kel 15125 ed Waedt
26 a2 Bxcl 27 Wes+ g6 28
K07+ $15 29 WhT+ i 30 g3+
®xf3 31 &hS+ (Kasparov)

. am
20 ¥s wis
Y s
7 %

On 22 . ©1d4 White planned
23 W3 b6 24.¢5,0rif22... S,
23 @d2. The text loses quickly.
23 Wxh7 &5 24 Ech Dxed 25
WxeB+ Gh7 26 We2 bgh 27 D2
852883 g7 29 Q1 W6 30 g3
g6 31 a2 hS 32 W hd 33
W8+ g7 34 1S Black resigned.

PETROSIAN-SPASSKY
20th match game 1969
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The Stav Gambi w

fawn centre is fess exposed, and
s cautious treatment of the
osition appeals (o me more.

7 20 s

The British master Abrahams
was fond of this variation, Earlier
they sed to play the weaker
heroatives 7 . Gf6 8 axbs
£x639 £xe3 exbs 10.b3 or 7
&b78b3.in both cases to Whie's
uvintage. On 7 . WeT there is
the much quoted game Denker-
Krisoffel, Groningen 1946, which
vontinued 8 We2 @16 9 axbs
Axed 10 Wxe3 oxbS 1163 Ded 12
WaS @102 13 @2 and Black
lud the worse of it. We notice
that in all these variations Black
s not succeeded in meeting b3.
he text move sees to it

8 abs  gxed
9 &xed

9 bxed cxbs 10 Wbl La6 11

k€2 D6 1200 D16 13 ¢4 was

uggested by Boleslavsky asbetter

tor White, but I am not so sure.

9 .. exbs
0 5 F
1 bt

Authis point there isan alierna-
tve worth analysing: 11 d5 &I6
{11 ... 6 fails 1o 12 bxcd bd 13
£3b4 etc) 12 2306 Wixf6 13 bxcd
14 14 Wadt £ (weakeris 14 ..
W7 15 @dd exds 16 WbS) 1S
a4, when both 15 ... exdS 16 ¢S

and 15 . &e7 16 d6+ xdo 17
2d) Jose for Black. His best
answer is 15 ... 5 when 16 @b3
&e7 leads into what the theoret
cal books assess 2s “an unclear
position” but which | think of as
being somewhat better for White.

u . b

Now we sec why ... a5 and
L7 were necessary.

2 g2 afs
13 2o bd7

13... Ged encounters 14 @ad+,
provoking 14... Wd7or 14 .. 2c6
when the further 15 We2 ollowed
by @5 favours White. 13... ded
14 xed xed 15 We2 BIG(15 .
15164500 170-0exd5 18 fd 1 is
better for White) 1600 0-0 17 ¢4
is given by ECO as unclear. In
my opinion the position s favour-
able for White.

1400

The straightforward 14 We2
0015 e4 scems 10 me even more
dangerous for Black, He can
play I ...cS butater 16 0-0 heis
facing difficulties, for example 16
- @hS 17 ¢S or 6. exdd 17 ¢5.
16 ... W seems 10 be the best,
but then 17 Bfel (preventing ..
€xdd) keeps the tension. Kan-
Simagin, USSR 1949, continued
17 Tfe8 18 ¢S exdd 19 Rxdd
D84 20 24 D5 21 Dxes Bes
22 295 with advantage.
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60 Play the Queen's Gambit

6 22

6 %3 is often considered as
more active and better, which |
doubt. Then 6. 0-0 7 0-0 4gd §
b3 &xf3 s similar to the previous
game. Weak is 7 .. bd7 due to
simply 8 cxdS cxd$ 9 We2 Heg 10
b326 11 26205 12 Ffdl &b7 13
¢S, commanding more space.
7. @fSis logical. 8 415 gaf5 9
€xdS cxdS 10 W3 b6 11 DeS e6
12 £d2 @fd7 offers nothing,
but Alekhine’s 8 b3 keeps a mini-
mal advantage.

6 . 00
7 00 @bar

There are several options here.
7...dxcd § Sxcd £gd 93 &xd
10 8503 @bd7 11 Bl e5 12 ds
oxdS 13 &xdS, o 12 .. WeT 13
dxe6 bach 14 4, does not atiract
me at al. Black is facing serious
difficultes. 7 .. ¢6 8 b4 appealsto

me even less. 7 ... dgd is less
logical here than in the variation
with 2d3. 8 cxdS cxds 9 Wb)
b6 10 h3, or more simply 8 b3
@bd79 £2, Kasparov-Smyslov.
Moscow 1981, favours White. In
his game against Balashov, Mos-
cow 1981, Smyslov played more
energetically with 7 .. £¢68b3cS
and cqualized. The move chosen
by Bogoljubow has serious draw-
backs and our game will make
these very clear.
8 exds

The thematic move in such
positions. After the exchange on
5 it will become apparent that
the knight on d7 is badly postedt

3. s
9 Gxds

9 e4 was also very strong.
9 .. exds
10 W3 afs

10 ... @b, routing the kit
10 c6, has been suggestedasbetic:
but from my personal expericiu ¢
Lcan say it is not good enukly
Black would spend too much tim
trotting around with his knikh

u ga e
12 T @2
13 Dxd2 W
14 3o

Itis already becoming eleas
the danger for Black comes on iln
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Tartakower's Defence. n

the cighties White turned (o this
alternative, strengthening the point
45 13 We 46 Wed xed 47 Des

e e dTeey 3 and excluding an carly .. 5.
Bxb8 Black resigned. 8 . o

Early exploration of this line
was marked by Black's stubborn

43 TndS Wxd 44 Wxa6 Wedt

KASPAROV-KARPOV insistence on carrying out ..cS at
Yind match game 1986 all costs. The answer of the day
Was 8 .. 06 9 oxdS exdS 10 243
1w a6 257 11 00 We? and Black was
2w “, feady to achieve his goal, but at
San ® what price was shown in Geller-
o0 & Ivkov, 1965, which continued 12
S G 6 Zel 5 13 e, to White's evident
Hir Y advantage. Experience aught Back
Fis 0 caution. He wil try to free his

s Za game more patiently

s a8 aw

If White gives up his bishop for
the knight on 6, then it becomes 1 was much impressed by the
ewential 10 keep the long black  way Gligorié, as White, played
fiagonal closed. We have scen his games against Portisch and
that ncither 8 Wb3 nor 8 Wc2  Filip in Zagreb 1965. After 9 ...
copes fully with the task, and in  dxcd 10 xed @7 11 @ed it
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210 Play the Queen's Gambi

number of games of the Yugoslay
grandmaster Rajkovic. ECO as.
sesses negatively § .. b4 on the
basisof the game Rajkovic-Borg,
Malta” 1984, which continued 5
W3 WCT 10 £e2 267 1100, In
my opinion § &b is correct,
bt the position of the black
queen should be at ¢7. where it
Supports .. 6 at any moment, as
i Flcar-Bouerl. Bath 1987,

8 .. oxed
9 bued cxbs
10 @gs

White is a pawn down and
must show something for it Since
Black's kingside is somewhat weak-
encd, the text move s the most
natural reaction.

0 . 467
il s wa7

More often Black used to play
11.g6 12 Wt &e7 13 £e2 807
(also quitc good is 13

273 &b, Mihalic
slav Championship 1963) 14 213
Wl (but not 14 .. 2x13 15 Waf3
0016 hé withan attack), when 15
Dedis met by 15...0-016 KNG 5.
while 15 £a3 fails 10 15 . 2373
16 @xf) Wa6, Szabo-Petrosian,
Hungary v, USSR 1955,

12 g

An old move proposed by Dr
Euwe. A year carlier, following
an old game played some 20 years

agoin the USSR, Kasparov chose

against Kupreichik 12 @xh7 Bc

13 @xf, both opponents over-

Jooking the crushing 13... #ixdd
n . 3

Dr Euwe demonstrated that 12

Sxg2 13 Bgl &dS 14 b7
Tt 15 DI+ g6 16 Wk 0-0-0
17 Bgh leads to White's advaniage.

On 12 ... &a6 advantageous i
13 @xh?, but 13 dS is even more
difficult o meet. In order 1o
avoid the weakening text move,
Some grandmasters consider 12
245 followed by .. Dc6 and a5
as best for Black

13 &0 a6
13 .. bxgS loses to 14 Wi
230315 £ad 13 . g6 14 Whi
6 15 Gred 267 160-025 17 454
also looks quite menacing
" 0

Kusparov calculated 14 dS but
then gave up the idea owing (o 14

bagS 15 dxc xc6 16 Wxhd
213 Followed by .. §d3.

" . "
15 Ged

Black has paid a high price for
the pawn. Cramped on the last
rank and with his king facing an
uncertain future, he is evidently
fighting for his life.
15 .. as
16 g5
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Inde of Variations and Hstraiive Games w

3 The Carlsbad Variation
104452 ¢4 ¢6 3 01c3 D164 kg Gbd7 5 €3 276 BI30:07 Tl at:
8 a3 Capablanca-Alekhine 39
8 W2 Grinfeld-Alekhine 41
8 ¢569 £d3 b6 10 cxbé:
10 ... $xb6 Hort-Portisch 43
10 . <5 Portisch-Petrosian 45
B cxdS exds 9 £d3 c6 10 We2:
10 .. h6 Capablanca-Alekhine 41
10 e 1100 of:
12 Tfel Rubinstein-Takacs 49
12 '3 Pinter-Marovié 51

4 The Orthodox Fianchetto
1d4d52c4 63 Dc3 D6 4 £g5 DbdT 5 ¢3 2676 O3 007 Kel b6
8 cxds exds:
9 Wad:
9. 67 Bernstein-Capablanca 53
9.cS Capablanca-Lasker $§
9 4b5 Bukié-Kaplan S

5 Early 243 and Capablanca's System
1d4d5 2 c4 6 3 B3 6 4 LgS D07 5 ¢3 £eT 6 O3 00
7 443
7.5 Borvimik-Vidmar 60
7 dxed Spassky-Darga 62
7 & e
swe
8. dxcd Capablanca-Vidmar 64
8. eb Alekhine-Yares 65
8 43
§..169 &ha dxcd 10 fxcd b5 11 X3 a6 12
2. b4 Capablanca-Rossolimo 61
12 bad 13 Qxad Was+ 14 a2 Kbs:
13 206 Pachman-Roseito €9
15 @c3 Fischer-Spassky 71
B dxed 9 fact 05 10 kxeT WaeT:
i1 @es
11... €5 Najdorf-Stahlberg 72
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e Play the Queen's Gambin

14 g3 @e6 15 &2, Korchnoi-
Ciri, USSR-Yugoslavia 1966, was.
<qually dismal.

12 2d @7
1300 e
14 Fet -

Black is trying 1o get some
counterplay. However, his pros-
pects are rather bleak because he
cannot activate his bishops; the
pawn structure tells against him.

1S bxas  xas
16 415 226

6 ... b5 loses (0 17 &xd7 and
18 &xds.

17 303

We notice now that the black
pawns on b6 and c6 are more vul-
nerable than the white pawn on
a2, The pressure along the b-file
does not give immediate results,
butitis partof  long-term process.

17 . 8

18 243 Ha1

19 Zebl

On 19 e4 Suetin demonstrated
19 dxed 20 Gixed o5 21 Bd6

2303 22 Bxe8 &g5
. &7
20 wer
2 an

Petrosian has in mind g3 and
203 which wil further weaken
his opponent. Spassky reacts by

exchanging off his white-squared
bishop, but after this his c-pawn
may become a target.

. 226
2w o
23 s

Unneeessary.

2 Bet Zaab
% g wis
2 gg2 o8
27 Eebt be8
28 wdt 28
2 mm ke
3 B2 a7
3t Ebel b8
2 Qe

Afier a series of waiting moves
White finally finds a way of i
ereasing the pressure on Black’s
backward pawns. The knight is
bound for f4.

32... 2733 Wd3 Da7 34 €03
226 35 B4 B8 36 243 18 37

@fes BB 38 Be
38 &4 is met by 38 . ¢S
B . &
3 & 216
40 Bedd TS

Black's effort (0 defend allthe.
weak points passively finally fails.
@udS is threatened and if the
cook on c& moves then @bd hits
from the other side.

41 b6 Dt
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The Stav Gambi 2

35 wa7

leads him into a sort of
mgiwang.

35 ... 78 36 Bdi a3 37 Q6
W 38 Exdé Ixc7 39 WaB a2 40
Mdi Tb7 41 Wd3 Black resigned.

KASPAROV-PETURSSON
Malta Olympiad 1980

1 as
2 o4 o
3an afs
13 dxed
5 et

5 .. bs

6

One of the important games for
ion, played between

Kholmov and’Bagirov, Moscow

1960, continued 6 We2 ¢6 7 €2
(724 W6 8 2 £6790-026 10
d1 @bd7, s played in Spassky-
Smyslov, USSR Championship
1960, dos not cause any problems
for Black) 7 .. &b780-0 &bd79
2d126 10 £g5h6 11 L0 Re7 12
€5 A5 13 RxeT WxeT 14 Ged 00
15 b3 andnow 15... 3 16 @xc3 S
equalizes

6 .
7w

17 @g5 at once Black responds
7. 68 Dged K0S, ready 1o
exchange his white-squared bishop
or to meet 9 @g3 by 9 ... £g6 10
x5 (10 ... Db4 is threatened)
10 .. cxds 11 ¢6 Wast 12 242
b6 with fine play

7. o

On 7. %e6,8 BgS Bxc3 9
bxcd £d5 10 ¢6, as proposed by
Taimanov, favours White, 7
b7 also allows the unpleasant &
€6 16 9 g3 followed by £h3 and
00 when Black is cramped. On 7
415 Lilienthal analyzed § axbs
©649 Lxcd De2+ 10 $e2 Dxal
11 Wad with the initiative as com-
pensation for the material.

8 aws

The eightis sparked interest in
8 g, when 169 Dged bd 10
@bl a6 11 Dbd2 c3 12 Bcé
exb2 13 &xb2 gives White superior
compensation, as proved in a

a5
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Index of Variations and Illustrative Games

1 The Exchange Variation
104652 cb c6 3 @cd M6 4 cxd exdS S £5¢66 OI3 he? 7 We2 g
8 3 Boboisow-Petrosian 4
8 ¢4 Karpov-Yusupov 6
1d4d52cde63 O3 6 4 cxds exds 5 g5 LeT 6 3 DbdT:
7 2d3 @18 8 O3 Gligoric-Medina 8
70
8 Wc2 Szabo-Stahlbers 9
8 £d3009 We2 Zek:
10 0-0-0 Cebalo-Kovazevié 11
10 00 &
11 Zacl @ed 12 fxe? Wxe? 13 fxed dred 14 D2
13...b6 Botvimnik-Robarsch 13
14 5 Hjariarson-Shor 15
11 Bab:
11 ... g6 Smyslov-Keres 16
11 a5 Taimanov-Nezhmeidinov 19
782008 243 c6 9 Dge2:
9. 16 Botvinnik-Larsen 20
9. Tes:
100-0 @8 11 Eabl Botvinnik-Keres 22
10 03 @08 11 0-0-0 Hulak-Spassky 24

2 The Rubinstein Attack
11060524 6 3 B3 26 4 4g5 bd? 5 ¢3 ReT § 8007 We2
7 . W6 Khasin-Diaconescu 28
7 b6 8 cads exds 9 &3 b7
100200 c5 11 bd c4' Rubinstein-Teichmann 29
10 ht c5 11 0.0:0 cxdd Alekhine-Yates 31
7.cs
& 241 Lasker-Capablanca 33
8000 Kasparov-Marovié 35

2
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26

EgS is threatened

)
2
2
23
u
2
2%

det
n
Badl
o
Exed
i

Play the Qucen's Gambir

ba
a5
247
6
Qxed
ads

The pawns start running down
the files and there is nothing that
Black can do against them.

2
n

P

zm
at

A bad move in a bad position,

8
by
»
3

e
n
3
3
36
n
£
3
s
a
2
3
a1

44
g5 46

3
W
g1
22
o
s
23+
WS
Tact
28
o
n
a8
e
e
]
e

Zag
a5
s
=63
wdg
@e7
@
ses
247
St
S8
203
447
3
ads+
63
b3

Dxgd fails 10 45 B+

)

45 M8+ GeT 46 BN hd8 47

M7 Black resigned.

KHOLMOV-BYKHOVSKY
USSR 1967

1 oas as
2 Y
3 aa o
4 an dxes
5 @

5ed b5 6 ¢S &b7 7 fed Qel
§ ©ed 05 9 040 £d7 cannot
be good for White and 1 do ot
think he has enough compensation
for the pawn.

I remember also playing 5 a4
264 6 ¢4 against Ivo Nei in
Zinnovitz (I believe in 1965 or
1966) but after 6 .. bS 7 24225 K
262 (or 8 axbS 2339 bxc3 cxbs
10 bl 247)5 ... &f6 9 We2 b
10 0-0 00 1 lost the inclination
ever 1o repeat this variation.

With the pawn on 3 White's
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30 ¢4 b keeps the initiative, as

Lesser Variarions 39

pointed out by Smyslov.

»

The idea is clear now: 30 bxe3
Dxc3 31 Wa2 xS 32 axbs b2
wins. White loses the cxchange.

»
3
2
B
3
3
36
¥
38
3

Quite a serious mistake which
makes Black's job much casier,
although Smysiov demonstrated
that after 39 &b7 Te 40 Dxas
43 or 40 &cS &5 or 40 £d6
(S Black has the advantage

Dxes

@t
exdd

a3
wes
2d6
We3
w3
Bel
We3
20

in cach case.

23

Lxdd
o7
a7
@bt
218
Tads
weT
s
o

» . fred
W et e
AW e
@ za ot
8 2 zés
e 2

The fight s practically over.
The material advantage decides.

45 226 Ze8 46 B De2 47
&gl Bel+ 48 Bxel Dxel 49 412
2 50 Ge2 25 51 2g3 bd 52
£3 g5 53 et Tod 54 el S8
55 23 16 56 g4 w7 ST a2
58 ez 24559 gwS Lxad 60
el a2 61 $d3 Bxb2 62 dod
Ee263 293+ 014 64 $nb3 Txed
65 Txed eS 66 hd Lxed 67 hxgS
TgS 68 ded $1369 el xgd 70
4 G371 LS g4 Whiteresigned.

RUBINSTEIN-BOGOLJUBOW
Vienna 1922

1a as
2 ot ©
3a o
R '
5 an e

The basic position of the w»

called Schiechter Variation. F1om

the point of view ol 1y piwn
structure it belongs Lo the Grinteld
Defence, but since it quite com
monly arises from the openig
moves of the Slav Deleure we
shall briefly deal with it b ton.
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The Carlsbad Variation

13 &

14 BT 7
IS Gxes SxeS
16 &xi6

Very strong. 16 - &6 loses
now 1o 17 &xh7+ etc

16 . exfs
17 Wgde b8
1 s

i
19 Wier g8

0 Wgs+ b8

2 Wier g8

2 dxs &k
To prevent f4 and Zf3 by ..dd.

23 Wes+ w8

“Time trouble begins, with its
bizarre happenings.

27 wgs+ 8

8 Wi+ g8

2

Missing 29 gt etc.

2 .

avs

29 ... We7 would lose a pawn,
but Black is blind tao.

30 Egd+ (finally!) 30 ..
31 wgst 8 32 Whe

resigned.

PORTISCH-PETROSIAN
10th match game 1974

a
ot

ac
an

as
o

27
a6

00
@bd?
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358 Play the Queen's Gambit

220 (17 $bS T08), The Hungarian
srandmaster Pinter played against
me (at Rome 1980) 9 ©bd2 fol-
Towed by @xcd and had the beter
of it Inmy opinion Black should
have played § . b3

7. o
8 dxed  4e1

§ .. Bbd79 We2cS s oo carly
and 10 e4 scizes the initiative.
More precise was § .. &b7. After
the text move White could con-
tinue 9 a5 WxaS 10 £d2 b6 11
Wad, when Black does not have
1S,

5 00 00
10 #e an7
1 g4l as

There is no need to hurry with
5. I White continues 12 ed

then 12....¢5 13 dxe5 WeT 14 ¢5

@ed gives Black a fine game.

e bt
13 &ct e
14 @by &

Finally, when all his pieces
occupy their natural positions,
Black carries out ...S, with pres-
sure on the white centre.

15 gel zha
16 2bS
1 do not see the point of this
move. 16 Bacl seems more natural
tome.

16 . 245

“The queen will occupy the square

b7

strong pressure on the

long diagonal The advantage has
passed 10 Black.

1
13
]

Euwe
better.
1

20
2

a2 w7
2 b6
ces

suggested 19 Dxb6 as

dxes @
D44 s

20 .. 4xg2is outof the question
due to 22 3. Black had to cover

.

n
2
2
By

n @3
b3 b3
zd3 e
zd2 v

The bishop on<2, supported by
the pawn on b3, cramps the white
queenside. White's position has

become difficull,
2 &n ab4
27 384 s

Smyslov demonstrated that 27

83 failed 1028 bxc3 b2 29 Bel
bI=W 30 Txbl xbl 31 Wl
g6 32 c6.

8

203 o

Very strong and beautiful, an
introduction to the following fac-
tical blow. White could avoid it
with 29 o, but then 29 ... £6
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“ Play the Queen's Gombi

Black's expansion on the queen-
side. This move was frequently
employed by the Swiss master
Henneberger in the twenties and
so came o be known as the Swiss.
Variation

8. o

8 ... Ded does not work here
due 10 9 fxeT Wxel 10 Bxed
dxed 11 D425 126, Equally bad
is 8 .. bb because of 9 cb Db 10
Wad.

9 &3

For a long time Breyer's 9 b4
was in vogue. Black reacted in
w0 ways: with the sharp .. Ded
10 &7 g5 11 g3 @xg3 12 hxgd
5. which was fegarded as dubious.
after Alekhine-Bogoljubow, Has-
tings 1922, which continued 13g4
frgd 14 BeS with initiative, and
the simpler and more solid 9 a5
10,23 (10 b5 fails (0 10 ... ¢5 and
10 Wad 1010 .. bS) 10 .. axbé
11 axbé b6 12 R4 (weaker is 12
243 dueto 12 .. bxeS 13bxeSes)
12...bxcs 13bxcS Bad with equal
chances, Alckhine-Henncberger,
Berne 1925.

Tt was in the light of these
experiences that Stahlberg in the
carly forties proposed the develop-
ing text move.

9 . b6

Stahlberg was of the opinion
that9 ... e5 ails 10 10 £xf6 236

11 dxes e7 12 We2 g6 13 ad,
but Visier-Lombardy. Nice Olym-
piad 1974, continued 13 ... Was+
14 e2 W7 15 We) Be 16 Thel
A8 17 611 DxeS with a level
game. Inthe 1977 Yugoslay Team
Championship, Gligorié-Marovié
saw 10 dxeS D 11 2#4 BxcS
12 b 15, again with equal play.

More recently sil, Wicdenkeller.
Thorsteinsson, Saltsjobaden 1988~
89, followed Visicr-Lombardy as
far as 12 @2 and then went on
1216 13 &ad WeT 14 W3 He
15 &bl 28 16 W2 g6 17 hd hS.
18 B34 Wxes, when White was
running out of ideas.

10 b6 Wabe
‘We shallsee that more energetic
play is called for, and this game
will demonstrate the inadequacy
of Portisch's choice.
oo
White is stll following Siahl-

berg’s old recommendations. The
pawn sacrifice is correct

"o Wbz
12 G w7
13 @es

165 good to know theory. Ex-
plaining his idea, Stahiberg men-
tioned 13 .. @xes 14 dxe$ De8
15 xe7 WxeT 16 @b6 Zbs 17
Zach b7 I8 Be3 with advantage.
Portisch tries something clc, again
without success
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Tortakower's Defence. 123

16 &ds Hacs.
17 @bl 2at
18 We2 £xds
19 Bxds 3t

19... g6+ 20 o Wag2 21 Zgl
gives up the initiative, and so
Zaitsev's choice is clearly better -
all the more so since the pawn on
b5 is taboo: 20 TxbS Bcs.

0 34 208
21 Ehat

As Kasparov pointed out, 21
Wa3 &S gives Black excellent
chances. White therefore activates
bis king's rook, ready to meet 21
2c2 with 22 Wae2 Tx2 23
Unc2 Wgs+ 24 wd2. Zaitsev,
however, falters,instead of enter.
) that line with the further 24 ..
@xb2 25 Bel Wxg2. Kasparov,
with 2 measure of optimism, as-
\exsed that position as unclear.

. wgor
2 Wy g2
23 WS

It s probable that Black cither
did ot sce or underrated this
move. With mate thrcatening he
should have played 23 .. Web.
although the ending after 34 Eds+
BT 25 WxgG+ g6 26 DS re-
mains difficult

3. 28
24 Ea

On 24 Tgl Black would respond
2. B

u . o7
3 Dk
2% @44 267
27 anbs

But not 27 #xbS D3+,

27 .. xed 28 Qd6 213 29
Wes+ 7 30 WeBt w6 and
Black resigned.

KASPAROV-TORRE

Moscow 1981
1d o
2 ey
3an as
18 2¢7
5 kg5 [
6 16
7 &hs b6
8 ke

When Korchnoi played this
move against Geller in their 1971
match, not much atiention was
paid in spite of Korchnoi's skilful
play and later win. A whole decade
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25 Exe?

The Carlsbad Variation @

‘The important defensive bishop
8 off, and the black squares around.

the King defenceless
5 .
26 W3+
27 4h
2 a8
29 2h

Exe?

8.
fxe6
27

The threatis ow 30 Wes# s

31 TS,
.

was

On the better 29... #eS Portisch
gives 30 &1 2ds 31 2g5 WiB 32
We7 Qak 33 ke WIT 34 WoB+

g7 35 &b4.

30 W8+ B 31 Wes+ w5832
Wie6+ 07 33 ExfS Black rsigned.

CAPABLANCA-ALEXHINE
27th match game 1927

as
o
o3
pre
5l
an
el
exds

as
&
a6
@bd7
re
0.0
a6
exds

What we have here is the
Fxchange Variation with one

Wifference: el and

- 26 have

heen added o the known picture.

The extra move does not represent
a substantial change. Very often
one variation transposes into the
other.

9 243
10 W2
Played in order 1o prevent the
simplifying ... @ed. Gligoric-
Portisch, European Team Cham-
pionship 1973, continucd 10 0-0
@ed 11 xe? WreT 12 4bl Ddfb
13 @eS &5 14 Bad DA with an
easy game for Black.
10 .. b6

“The more common 10 . Zeis
dealt with in our next game,

i 28
Another simplifying manocuvre.
12 g 26
1300 Sxgd
i ohgd D6
15 Gad
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22 Play the Queen's Gambit

€xdS 13 dxcS bxeS witha balanced
position.

9 .. axte
10 exds exds
noeso S

Itis dangerous to develop pas-
sively with 11 .. 2d7, when 12hd
Bc8 13 g4 g6 14 g5 hxgs 15 hs
causes serious problems. Now we.
sec whyit would be better to have
the queen’s bishop on 6. Black
has even tried 11 .. &c8, but then
12 Egl again makes possible the.
thrast g,

12 dxes

In Uhlmann-Spassky. Moscow
1967, White carried out the stan-
dard attack with 12 g4 cxdd 13
exdd @6 14 1d g6 15 g5 (better
was 15 hS with approximately
equal play) IS .. hxgS 16 hS bg7
(but a0t 16 .. g4 17 hxg6 gx3 18
£7) 17 hxgé xg 18 &bS g4 and
Black had scized the initiative.

7. Yy

In older theoretical textbooks
we find another imaginative reply
=12 bxeS 13 @xdS &xdS 14
£c4 847 15 Bxd5 Eb8 with a
counteratiack. However, some
recent games challenge this assess-
ment Afier 16 b3 We7 17 &dl
Rfe 18 d2, Gavrikov-Lputian,
USSR 1980, White kept the extra
pawn with advantage. Morc im-
pressive sil s 2 game of Kasparov's

trainer Nikitin, played the same
year, where he refuted 16 .. Wel
by 1714 @b6 18 TS (the pointis
in18... dxeS 19 ©g5 when Blick,
amazingly. is defenceless) 18
W6 19 Fed and Black's attack s
losing ground.

13 Duds

“This s as risky as it looks. Kas-
parav himself was of the opinion
that 13.¢6 xcb 14 Ddd was betier
and offered a small advantage o
White. However, the practice of
the cightics does not support that
view. 14 .. &b7 15 Re2 Het 16
&bl @cS, as well as 15 g4 Des
followed by ... @cé, gives good
counterplay,

[E s

On 13... Ec8 White eliminates

the bishop, aftes which it becomes
casier 1o breathe: 14 Dxftt Wxf6
15 Bxd? 2xf3 16 gaf3 xS 17
cd Kfe 18 Tndl or 17... Wx3
18 gl Weo 19 2dd bS 20 We3
(Kasparov).

14 ae

On 14 W15 there is a brilliant
defensive move - 14 ... We.
" . b5
15 Entet
15 263 Le 16 b1 &xb3 17
Wxb3 EcS gives Black compen-
sation.

15 20
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Alekhine's Variation s

The kaight loses tempi but not

[E. 201
14 Hat e
15 Rxed 00

15 ... &x2+ wins a pawn but
e the subscquent &a Black's
Qg i stock in the centre

16 @gs g .
17 4bs w7

18 Ded e
)

Alekhine was not atisfied with
s move and recommended 19
4o Ze§ and only then 20 14

[ fes
0 Gl b
2 efs 247
2 2

Alekhine also_ criticized this
wove. proposing as stronger 22
7 followed by £a3, or 22
kad immediately, with a clear
whvantage to White

2 . SxbS
2 mes  od7
24 g3 ands
25 et

25 Bxa7 loses t0 25 .. 0dS.
2 @47
2 b6
27 g1 et
28 Dabt Hacg
29 wed s
ERS [0

The worst moves are the un-
necessary moves. Black creates a
weakness on e6 inviting an un-
pleasant reaction - the doubling
of White’s rooks on the e-fle.

3 b wer
2 Ze7
N Zhe @1
34w

Natwrally, now that the elements
for anack are there, withall White's
pieces actively posted. The ceniral-
12ed bishop needs an open diagonal,
and the pawns will do the job.
3. e
E) S

If Black had any idea what
awaited him, he would have played
5 .. 15, when Alekhine intended
10 proceed with hd and hs, and
Kotov recommended 36 Whi.
% 5

A surprise blow typical of Ale-
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6 Play the Queen's Gambir

Portisch has drawn conclusions
from his game played a year earlier
against_ Hort. Petrosian takes
Portisch's role, but with  bit of
domestic analysis. The text move
is sharper and stronger than 10
Wab6. Black wants 1o get rid of
his backward c-pawn; the opposing
pawn on b6 is doomed anyway.

n oo ot

Commentators criticizedthis
move. In fact Black has not much
of a choice. 11 ... #xbb fails to
12 Bad winning the pawn on h7
at the end of  fttle combination.
and 11 ... Bb does not pass the
test after 12 24 Exb6 13 Das,

Perhaps 11...cxd4 came into con-
sideration.
1 & Dxb6

If 12 .. EbS then 13 b3 and
again the white pieces will prove
more active.

13 2es a6

o 268

Petrosian's_famous sense of

danger fails. White is building 2
dangerous attack and Black, as f
paralyzed, plays unaware of the
coming onslaught. 14 ... fd7
was indispensable.

8506

Naurally, opening the f-file
will increase White's pressure.

15 b

16
iy

i
wn

Be8

The threat of fxe6 and #h3
forces Black 1o exchange.

7o

axis

The new threat is @xd7 and
W3, and 18 ... g6 loses to the
double exchange on d7 followed

: Black is weak on the f-

by &h6
fie

18
19
20
2
n
23
2

dxes
Gxed

Dxes
Qet
dxed

The devastating finish. 24 .. 16
loses 10 25 h6 and 24 ... £c6
1025 ext7+ Mxf7 26 ket et

2

S
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The Carlsbad Variation W

Capablanca 10 accept the draw,
after having outplayed his oppo-
nent in this extremely important
game. O course, 38 he2 Wxb2+
39 13 W3+ 40 L2 WH6+ (or
0. Wh2+ a1yl Wel+42 Sh2
and Black has no check on hs) 41
@1 wins easily.

38 ... W2+ Draw agreed.

RUBINSTEIN-TAKACS
Budapest 1926

I afs
2 o
3 2a ds
4 ags @bd7
5 e el
6 an 00
7 gl o
8 We2 a6
9 cxds exds
10 243 zes

This is the standard reaction.
Black vacates f8 for his knight
and at the same time he will be
ble 10 play . @ed in several

n o0 an

On11...h6 White plays 12 &4,

when 12 @hSloses to13 &xds.

I Black prepares ... &d with 11

g6, then again comes 12 24,
12 Bl

Dirccted against the liberating

2... Ged, when 13 &xe? Wrel 14
Lxed dxed 15 DA2 5 16 d5 with
T in mind s favourable for White.

12 &ad may be played with the
same purpose: 12 . @ed 13 &xe7
Exe? 14 fxed Exed 15 DS with
b4 10 follow is advantageous 1o
White, Therefore 12 .. kg4 13
@e5 £hS 14 Dbl Hgd would be
beter.

It is important to appreciate
that with .. 26 already having
been played it is more difficult to
carry out_the minority attack
After 12 2x(6 2x(6 13 bd Black
plays 13 &e7 14 Ebi 2d6 with

Re6-16 to follow and good
Counterchances. So in order to
prepare the minority attack Zbl
or a3 is needed, when .. a5 trans-
poses into the Exchange Variation.

‘As we already know, 12 DeS
@t can offer just a minimal
advantage.

On 12 bl apart from 12...a5
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a Play the Qucen's Gambit

‘With the black knight on d6 it
would be very dificult 0 carry
out the minority attack, so White
starts fecling out the weakness of
the black squares on the queen-
side.

15 . Zes
16 Brel afs

Alekhine later preferred 16
o

17 @es @fed
18 ¥b3 se6
19 @ 2us

The pawn on b7 nceds protec-
tion and it should have been
protected. Taking on cS s evidently
a grave mistake.

2 dxs oS
) a1
2 am

O course, not 22 @xb7 because
0122 .. . After the strong ext
move we are suddenly aware of
how weak Black is on the bl-h7
diagonal. Apart from that, his
pawn structure is bad and his
knight on ¢7 poor.

2 . 2
B an Bes
4 e

The black knight will each (8,
where it defends the vulnerable h7
square, but even so this opening
of the central files will be crush-
ing.

26 ... &xeS 27 Bxel &eb loses
1028 We2.

27
3

wa
faz

s

The pressure along the white
diagonals and the e-file must
decide soon.

2
2
)
3
2
3
3
35
3
K
E

Ges
a7
Lxe
et
nes
Wed
“
Spxes
@i
@n

-
g7
Bad7
Txes
wh1
g8
n
W
s+
Wel+

It must have been hard for
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Tartakower's Defence s

14 453 a6

In Ribli-Short, Dortmund 1986,
14 . 2gS IS B2 L5 16 Bed
46417 Tfel A7 18 5 D5 19
£62 £x2 20 Exc2 was notenough
Tor equality.

15 Bet as

It was again Short who tried 15

against Kasparov at Brussels
1986, but 16 Bal a7 17ds e
(beter but sull not quite good
cnough was 17 ... &5 18 Rc2)
18 Bd4 &6 19 Deb led 10 his
debicle.

15 Wd6 16 &e5 L5 fails to
17 W63 Rxcl 18 WxS WG 19 Whs.
So after many tests Black finally
turned to the text move, which by
provoking a3 weakens the square
b3. We shall see that later on this
detail may become important.

16 a3 zes

Sooner or later Black has to

oppose fooks on the open file
17 Bxest

White can also slip in 17 g4
36 before playing this exchange,
another way of gaining space on
the kingside. 18 Exc&+ Wxes 19
Wa2 Wd7 20 W4 was slighily
better for White in Savchenko.
Klovan, USSR 1988.

"o Wret
18 wa 241

The beginning of a somewhat

extravagant plan. Having weakened
b3 Black envisages pressure on
the beile. Yet such a plan takes
time, while White starts adanger-
ous action on the king’s flank at

Consistent was 18 ... 47 19
Zel He8 20 Txeh+ Waed 21 Wid
266 22 £xe6 Wxeb, as van dec
Sterren showed against M. Gure-
vich in Baku that same year. Thus
neither 23 Whi+ Yol 24 Wa?
@4 nor 23 WeT D4 24 Wab]
4xdd 25 Dxdd Wel+, or here
25 Wb+ 7 26 Dxdd Wel+
27 &h2 Wai2 (Gurevich), offers
White an advantage.

19 wis 4g6
20w wis
2 @ut

Insisting on hisidea based on .
W6, Black remains in a passive
position.

. b
n Ze bs
pry e
24 Wed b4
25 et

When the pieces are actively
placed, there s always some tacti-
cal rick making all e difference.
Here it is 25 .. fxed 26 Wxed
xa3 27 Wxch axb2 28 WS (Kas-
parov).

5 .. b3
2 G+ Gxds
7 b3 @ds
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16

Alekhine’s Variation

The main line of the Stav
Defence; White ensures that he
regains the pawn, and this will
give him slightly more space in
the centre. Black's reasoning in
playing this variation is that by
capturing on of he relieves himsell
of the obligation of defending @
pawn centre and leaves himself
time 0 get on with the serious
business of developing his pieccs.
In particular he can reach a decent

w2

square with his queen’s bishop
remarkably quickly by Queens
‘Gambit standards, Black will gen-
eraliy be unable to prevent White
eaching a pawn centre with pawns
on dd and e4, but once this centre
has been formed Black's pawn
formation s solid enough, and his
pieces active enough, to keep it
under restraint

From the diagram position,
Black's usual replyis the natural §

415, covering the ¢4 square,
but three alernatives need to
be noted. S .. €6 (Alekhine-
Bogoljubow) is passive and ater
6 ¢4 b4 7 &5 the complications
favour White. 5... &g isbest met
by 6 &S, gaining a useful tempo,
andon ... 4hS White hasa plea-
sani choie between 7 3 (Marovi
Kovatevié), 7 g3 and 7 h3 Levis
Flear), all aimed at gaining space.
5.... a6 developsa picce and wai
for 6 cd, when 6 .. g4 can
played without worry of @eS.
White achieves his pawn centre
without trouble, but it can be
difficult to make progress beyond
that (Spassky-Hort). In this vari-
ation Black should reserve the b4
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Index of Variaions and Wlstrarive Games 38

6...b6 Plaronov-Radulov 110
6. 6.
7 &6 xls:
¥ Wed cs
90-00 Jvkov-Guimard 111
9 dxes Kasparov-Timman
8 Wa2 Perrosian-Spassky 114
8 Zel Kasparov-Karpov 117
7 2ha b6:
89c2 Kasparov-1. Zaitsev 120
8 £e2 Kasparov-Torre 123
8 &d3
§ ... b7 Karpov-Geller 126
8 dxca Gligorié-Unzicker 127
5 cxd5 Dxd5 9 fxeT Wxe? 10 @xdS exdS 11 Bel £e612 Wad
€5 13 Wa3 Tet:
14 &bS Fischer-Spassky 129
14 Re2 Perrosion-Spassky 132

8 The Cambridge Springs Variation
145 2.c4 c6 3 3 Bf 4 KgS Dbd7 § B b
6cd Alekhine-Colle 135
6 €3 Was:
7 d2 4bd B We2:
8...00 Capablanca- Alekhine 137
8. dxed Copablanca-Alekhine 139
7 cxd5 @nds 8 WA2:
8... &b4 Kasparov-Smysiov 142
B Qb6 Alekhine-Euwe 144

9 The Manhattan Variation

194 .d5 2 ¢4 ¢6 3 3 BI6 4 Lg5 Dbd7 5 DI Lb4 6 cxdS exds:
7 Wat Capablanca-Spielmann 147
7 Wb3 Browne-Ljubojevié. 148
7 3 Tukmakov-Kovacevic 150

10 The Vienna Variation

144452 ¢4 ¢63 &1c3 &6 4 B3 b4 5 kg5 drot:
6 Wadt Vidmar-Adam 155
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3
2
n
3
3

Having tied the black forces to
the defence of the unfortunate
pawn on b7, White opens another

front

=2
ebt
2
@n
o

The Carlsbad Variaiion st

a7
b8
Ze7
Zed

g7
gy
Eh8
el
g2
ey
208
Tgg8

.85 Rubinsteinintended

208
)
fed

a7

28

2e7

e

a7

a7 om

Now that the black forces are
hopelessly tied up, the knight
‘manocuvre wins with casc.

. as
8 e Za
o o8 bs
50 b6t dbs
51 s 26
52 at Bc3
53 et Resigns

“The state of zugzwang leads to
harsh consequences. For instance:
53... e 54 Tgl+ Hb8 S Tnh:
or 33 Ha¥ 34 15 28 $5 418
Ea¥ 56 es; or 53 .. Kb 34 Sg7
with Zxd8 etc.

PINTER-MAROVIC

Rome 1979
o as
2 e <
Jas  ae
4 80 @6
5 &S 00
6o @bar
7 el a6
8 ods ods
9 &dd <6
10 00 s
w2 e
2w

This prevents ... &gd-hS-g6,
when Black succeeds in getting rid
of his bad bishop.
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s Play the Queen's Gambit

became apparent that 11 .. $as+
12 Wa2 and the subsequent ex-
change of queens leads Black into
a passive endgame. Instead, 11 ..
€512 26+ Wafb 1300 foliowed
in both games. Filip replied 13
exdd 14 @xdd Wadd 15 Gxdd
@6 but 16 3 followed by ¢4 gave
‘Whitc a superior endgame. Some
days later Portisch tried to im-
prove by playing 13 ... We7, but
14 ¢4 exdd 1S Wxd4 Db6 16 463
R4 17 Wed was again advan-
tageous to White. What these
games taught Black was not to
take on c4 00 carly,

10 00

White completes his develop-
ment and selies on his superior
piece mobiliy. He could also have
fixed the pawn centre with 10
cxdS exdS 11 b4, starting the usual
minority attack. An even sharper
plan is possible, that of starting a
kingside pawn storm with 11 hd,
Katishonok-Gulbis, correspond-
ence 1989/90, continued 11

e 12,94 &8 13g5 hxgs 14 hxgS
Lxg5 15 G g6 16 WD 216 17
Tns+ g7 18 Whi with a decisive.
attack. 11 .. g6 might be an im-
provement for Black, meeting 12
hSwith 12... g5 and 12.g4 with 12

Ery

0. et

The most recent development
i this hard-fought batde has been

10 ... a6, preparing for either ...
dxcd and ... b3, or ... bS at once,
scizing space on the queenside
while keeping the position closed.
On 11 cxdS exds 12 o4 dxed 13
Rxed is advantageous to White,
but Black replies 11 ...exds. Play-
ing against Karpov at Wijk aan
Zee 1988, Piket thwarted Black’s
counteraction on the queenside
by 12 b3, and by a later We? pre-
pared for o4, with somewhat the
better game

1 gxed s

In game 12 of this match Kar-
pov had tried 11...c5, but simply
12 9236 13 B(d cadd 14 Dxdd
Ied to difficultics. In comparison
with Gligoric’s 1965 games the
text_ move was an improvement
in that a further 12 @ed would
be met by 12 .. exdd 13 Gl
206 14 Wxdd fgd with equal
chances.

2w exdd
13 oedd o6

In game 10 of the same match
Karpov replied I3 .. cS, when 14
@dS cxdd 15 b3 b6 16 Gxdd
2304 17 Wit @15 18 Lot kept
some advantage. In P.Nikolic-
Korchnoi, Reggio Emilia 1988,
White alsb achieved a more active
position after 16 Bxf6+ Oxf6 (if
16... Wl then 17 $xdd) 17 Dt
247 (or 17 . &b7 18 &15) 18
W 0 19 Wi
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The Stav Gambir 2

Vightening the siege.

6 . sds
17 Sfet
White prepares 1o meet 17
W7 by 18 2xd8
"o 6
18 &he a7

19 Wt w7

As passive as can be. However,
there are no casy solutions. If, for
example, 19 .. &xe420 Lxed 7
then 21 dS exdS 22 ¢6 opens the
toads of attack,

6 ka6

2 ks kel
20 ... exds is evidently worse,
2 ge o
23 &

Both unexpected and extremely
“rong. 23 .. &xfb 24 extt &%
ones 10 25 &xc6 Wxch 26 dS exd
17 Wi (Kasparo).

5 a5

A glance at the rook on h7 is
quite enough 1o assess what's
happening on the board.

25... exdS 26 xS WIS 27 Wed
247 28 Zadl 216 29 exf6 Des.
30 ged Txdl 31 xS Txel+ 32
Weel g5 33 WeS g8 34 Wg3+
Black resigned.
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364 Play the Qucen's Gambit

(1104 452 c4 ¢63 &3 &6 4 g5 DbdT$ €3 e7 6 B 0-07 Bl c6
8 243 duct 9 xcd 05 10 2xe? Wae? 11 Gaed)
11 . @566 Alekine-Lasker 74
112 b6 Alekhine-Maroczy 76
106!
11 ©5b6 Capablanca-Kan 78
11 &3 12 Ixc3 es:
13 xS Eune-Thomas 80
13 e
13...ed Vidmar-Fine 82
13 exd4 Marovic-Tsagan 84

6 Lasher's Variation
164d52.cd 63 Bcd 06 4 g5 el
5 €3 @ed 6 dre? Wxe? 7 4d3 Marshall-Lasker 88
5am:
5..006 €3 Ged 7 fxeT Wxel:
W3 Alekhine-Maroczy 90
& Bel Kotov-Nestler 91
5. 166 2h4 007 el Ded § hxe Wie.
9e3 of
10 We2 Dxed 11 Wxed:
11 ©d7 Petrosian-Spassky 93
11 ... dxcd Hort-Donner 94
10 243 @xed 11 Txed dxcs:
12 Excd Polugayevsky-Augustin 95
12 &xcd Polugayevsky-Enklaar 97
9 cxdS Dxcd 10 bxe3 exds 11 Wb3:
11 Wd6 Packman-Donner 98
11 Bd8 Borisenko-Tarasov 101

7 Tartakower's Defence
1d4d52c4 63 Bed D6 4 kg heT 5 %
516 6 &hd 007 Tl
7. dxcd Korchnoi-Karpov 105
7. b6 8 ends:
8 ...cxdS Bowinnik-Pilnik 106
8. @xds Najdorf-Pilnik 1
5.006¢3:
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E Play the Queen's Gambir

thereisthe old line 12... &nS with
sharp play. although after 13
xe7 WxeT 14b4 g5 15 &5 (or 15
24 84 16 202 WS 17 Zjel) White
willstop Black’s attack and retain
the better chances on the other
wing,

” . e

Analyzing this position we come
1o the conclusion that the more
modest 12... &e6 would be better
since, apart from Rubinstein’s
continuation in our game, White
can also choose 13 @eS &S 14
Wb b8 15 h3 67 16 Lxe?
#xe7 17 f4 with the betier game.
Therefore 12 ... &e6 13 &ad
@647, as played in game 25 of
the 1927 Capablanca-Alekhine
match, was the answer.

13 @ 647

If Black wanted 1o force the
exchange of the black-squared
bishops, he could have played 13
@hS. Also possible was 13
205 with ... £g6 0 follow.

14 20 Y
Black insists, but
15 W
and15... &xfdloses o 16 exfa.
15 . abs
16 aw S86
17 &xge hxgs
18 W63 e
19 @at

With the stronger bishop and
knights ready 10 exploit Black's
holes on the queenside, the ex-
change of queens is desirable.

9. w3
0 B3 @6

As pointed out by commenta-
(015,20 .. 28 was correct, when
21 @b oxes 22 Oxes L7
Tollowed by ... 26 holds

21 aus a7
2 en

Preparing e
n . 288
2 b

48 has come 100 late and
Whites pressure grows. 23 .
L7 24 Rae? Bxc? 25 RS is
unacceptable.

B . "

24 &

d3 is the proper place for the

knight.

u .. '3
2 &3 &
2% B 266
27 266 a8
28 s

Remarkable simplicity! In the
end there will appear a backward
pawn on b7,

8 . @xes

9 Gxs  dxes

30 bxes  e?
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Tertokower's Defence. 121

1o as
2 o o
3 @ ar6
1 g8 &7
5 00
5 an b
7 aht b
8 W

We encounter this move in di
ferent_positions of the Queen's
Gambit and it is invariably a
preparation for castling long and
action on the kingside. 8 Wb3 is
also possible, with a fikely con-
tinuation being § .. &b7 9 4xf6
£x16 10 cxdS exdS 11 Bd. An-
other natucal idea is 8 Eel, with
ideas both of creating pressure
along the c-file and of being able
1o retreat the bishop tobl without
obstructing the rook. For example,
Portisch-Belyavsky. Linares 1990,
saw § . &b7 9 2xf6 Rxd6 10
exdS exds 11 243 ¢S 12 2b1 We?
1300 248, and now 14 ¥e2 g6

15 2d1 would have given pressure
along the c-and d-files. Alterna-
tively White couldty to pressurize
hanging pawns with9 243 &bd7
10 exdS exdS 11 00 ¢S 12 dxcS
bxcS 13 We2 Wo 14 T Wee,
and now the change of tack with
15 We2, threatening &15, gave
White 4 big plus in Akopian-
G Georgadze. Lvov 1990.

8 . 27

8. ¢S is more elastic, presery-
ing the possibility of .. &e,
which makes the organization of
the coming kingside attack more
difficult. Black does not worry
about 9 cxdS exds 10 dxcs bxes
because aftera further ... &eband

- @bd7 his hanging pawns have
the solid support of his pieces.
After 9 0-0-0 cxdd 10 Dxdd £b7
Black has no reason (o be affaid
of the pin on the d-fle. Some dif-
fculties may follow 9 dxcS bxcs
10 d1 @a5 11 22,

9 axts

We2 is usually connected with
£x16 and cxds, which stabilizes
the central pawn formation prior
to kingside action and at the same
time minimizes Black's counter-
chances on the opposite flank.
009 0-0:0 the best is 9 .. 27
with...c5 to follow, Romanishin-
Geller, USSR Tear Championship
1981, continued 9 2d1 Dbd7 10
xS DxdS 11 £g3 5 12 DxdS
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24 Play the Queen's Gambi

in_these lines is that White's
enhanced play on the kingside
fully compensates for the loosening.
of his pawn structure. Accordingly.
atiention has revertcd (o the old
line 8 ... ®bd7 9 &hd 0-0, and i
10 @563 exf$ Black’s extra gripon
the centre makes up for any formal
weakening of the pawn structure.
Two final variations may be
noted. In Gligorié-Unzicker Black
tried 10 slow down White's central
advance with 8 .. 009 We2 Ded,
but after 10 &a2 ge7 11 4d3
White had much freer play. Also
possible is § . 0-0 9 We2 Dbd]
10 ¢4 &g4 (Yusupov-Velikov),
the most._popular continuation
being 11 2d1 We7. Black attempts
1o restrain White's pawn centre.

ALEKHINE-BOGOLJUBOW
Nottingham 1936

1 an as
2 a4 af6
3 et o
1 aa dxes
s as o

A passive and unsatisfactory
continuation which obstructs the
bishop.

6 et b4
7 e Ded

‘The same opponents played the
same variation in Wiesbaden 1929.

Bogoljubow tried 7 ... &S, but
after 8 242 dxcd (Kotov recom.
mended 8 ... bS 9 B4 &eT, but
White can play the sharper 9axbs
Sxc3 10 bxcd exbS 11 Wol) 9
bxe3 b5 10 &g5 he had the worse
of it I 10 ... 16 11 exi6 @afe 12
%236 (12 00 13 axbS 16 14
Ba) 13 &03 16 (f 13 .. &S then
14 W1 g6 15 Dxh7,orif 13 .. Kal
14 &f4) 14 2hS+ with a Kiling
aack. Bogoljubow must_have
believed he had foundan improv-

‘ment and seven years later repeatol
the variation,

8 w2 wis

9 g2 S

9...0-0 also proved insufficient
after 1000 Dxc3 11 bxed Re 12
@d.

10 00 o3
bred exdt
oxdd

Of course, Bogoljubow must
have known game 19 from the irs
Alekhine-Euwe match which con
tinued 12 exdd c3 13 &d2 Was 14
&xe3 dxcd 15 a3 with advan
tage, but he must have had some
improvement in mind - perhaps
13" @c6. However, Alekh
was a hard worker, neversatisfc
with bis standards, always seckin
better continuations.

[ 26
13 an
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6..c5 7 dxes:
7 ... #a$ Portisch-Eliskases 203
7. @c6 Karpov-Belyavsky 205
7. Sxes 8 We2 Gich:

9 Bd1 Was 10 a3
10... Be8 Korchnoi-Karpoy 207
10 27

11 @2 Portisch-Belyavsky 209
11 242 Miles-Belyavsky 211
93 Was 10 0-00:
10 .. &e7 Speelman-Short 213
10 " 7 Klinger-Bonsch 214

14 The Exchange Slav
11d4 52 cd 6 3 cxd$ exdS 4 Dc3 Df:
S &14'e6 Portisch-Petrosian 218
503 &6 6 14
6. ¢6 Poriisch-Perrosian 220
6. ars7e3ch:
8 &bS Plaskert-Yusupov 222
8 @S Portisch-Belyavsky 225

1S The Sty Gambit
1445 2chco
3 @k
3. dxcd 4 ed Portisch-Saidy 229
3l
Yeddxed S Dred £b4+6 22 Brdd 7 2xbd Wrcd+ 8 Le2 Db
9 &c3 Bronsiein-Kotor 231
9 26 Tal-Dorfman 234
4@f3 dxcd 5 €3 bS 6 a3 Kholmov-Bykhovsky 236
33 6 4 ©F dxcd 5 ¢4 bS 6 ¢5 Kasparov-Petursson 239

16 Alekhine's Variation
144452 04 c63 M3 D6 4 Be3 dxed $ ad
5. €66 e4 Alekhine-Bogoljubow 244

5. &gd 6 BeS RIS
73 Marovid-Kovacevié 246
703 Levitr-Flear 248
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The Orthodox Fianchetto

This is rather an old-fashioned
system. Naturally, Black gets a
reasonably pleasant game if he
can play .. b7 and then open up.
the long diagonal, but in the
meantime he has seriously com-
promised his queenside pawn
structure, eaving some very weak
white squares. White's best plan

s

is (o exchange immediately on dS,
keeping Black’s bishop passive,
and then to play on the white
squares. 8 cxdS exds 9 Wad as in
the games Bernsicin-Capablanca
and_ Capablanca-Lasker proves
not 10 be particularly clear, but
Capablanca’s later suggestion of
9 &bS (Bukié-Kaplan) places Black
under considerable pressure.

Modern players, if they venture
on the queenside fianchetto, omit
the carly ... @bd7 50 s o keepa
bit more control of the sensitive
white squares. This plan is con-
sidered in chapter 7 below (Tarta-
kower's Defence).

BERNSTEIN-CAPABLANCA
Moscow 1914

1o ds
2 o o
3 an af
4 aa e
5 hgs 00
6 b7
7 Za b6
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28 axds
29 mes
30 wn
31 ga

Play ihe Qucen's Gambis

exds
wag
Zag
b7

Kasparov was of the opinion

that 31

Wxhd 32 WadS &h7

offered better chances of salvation.

2 w3

Very strong, since 32 .. 5e6 33

S hardly comes into considers

tion. White strengthens his grip.

2
n

34 We3

266
wis
at

“This will make the pawn more

vulnerable.
seen this

Karpov must_have
but probably hoped

that by giving it up he would
achieve enough counterplay; or
perhaps he overlooked some fttle

tricks.

35 a8
Natwurally, 35

Zb3isnowout

of the question owing 0 36 Zhe+,
while 35 .. a6 fails to 36 Dxf7

2f7 37 W3+

35
36
3
E
3
w

wes
wrs
Zhi+
zel
2
2@

Here the game was adjourned.
At the time 1 was in the Dubai
Chess Club, when IM Karaklajic

showed me the position. It was
not difficult 10 conclude that the
passive 41 Ebd could not give
much. 1 was proud to find the
winning continuation in a couple
of minutes.

a a1 bt
2 oB ohe
3 b

The crucial move: . #f4 had
1o be prevented. After 43 .. xbd
44 axbd dd 45 bS Black i the first
0 queen, but then he hasno defence
against the twin threats xgb and
WHi+ 43 . Zdl alsoloses quickly
1044 Eb8. 43 ... W2 to4d Wel,
and 43 ... B3 to 44 a4 Ted 45
b8 e 46 Wres Txe547 BT,

43... Ted 44 Excd dxed 45 W6
€346 WéH Black resigned.

KASPAROV-LZAITSEV
Baku 1980
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wquare for bis knight; in Cebalo-
Ivkov Black mixed up his plans
and played an early ... 2b4 which
oo lef him passive, the knight
now being misplaced.

After .. 15 the main lineis 6
¢1.6&hdisalso possible butafier
ihe best reply 6 .. & White has
nothing better than to repeat with
7 %0, Alekhine-Euwe (1935)
ows that Black is very comfdr-

ble after 7 €3 ¢5. Euwe's 6 s
it more interesting alteroative.
o Euwe-Alekhine (1937) Black
wilked into an uncomfortable pin
aher 6. @bd7 7 fxed W7 8 g
49 dxes xes 10 14, A more
wilid try is 6 .. 6, after which
e has been much recentintercst
n old linc in which Black
wrifices a piece for three pawns
i a solid position: 713 £b48 cd
1K Gixcd s also playable, Browne-
Vormanek, even if unpromising
Ater 8 . 0-0) 8 . &xed 9 facd
fned 10 22 Wadd 11 Ded
Wacht 12 We2 Rxd2+ 13 xd2
WiS* (Nikolic-Belyavsky). Black's
ponition scems {0 be. perfectly
\able

Ihe main line thus probably
il emains the main ine. After 6.
#1667 dxcd 24 800 Black has
a«lvice between .. @bd7 andB

10, These oftcn ranspose, but
ihere are also independent possi-

dnies, After 8 ... Gbd7 White
tempt t0 keep the black king
ek in the centre, but it would

be dangerous to iry, with the
black ook still on the h-file,
@hax gb. Petrosian-Bohm saw
a dangerous pawn sacrifice: § ...
@bd7 9 We2 g6 10 ¢4 xc3 11
bxe3 @xed 12 £ad with pressure
against the king. 10 .. 0-0 is
safer, and if 11 243 then 11 .
&hS. After 10 £d3 b5 11 ¢4
Black should transpose into this
line with 11....0-0 rather than ven-
ture the 11 c5 125 of Najdorl-
Petrosian. § . &bd7 9 Wb3 is
another aggressive try, with ideas.
in some lines of sacrificing on cb.
Thus 9 . W6 10 ¢4 246 11 a5
Sxas 12 Sxe6 gave White a mas-
sive attack in Gavrikov-Dorfman.
9 ... aS (Kasparov-Belyavsky) is
safer.

Much atiention has been paid
recently o lines in which White
plays 9 @hd after either § .
@bd7 or § .. 00. White gains
some space on the kingside and
some time kicking the black bishop.
in the event of 9 ... &gd 10 13
8 .. Gbd7 9 Ohi Lgd 10 03
©dS 11 Dxgd Wxhd 12 W0 gives
‘White dangerous play (Tukmakov-
Kupreichik), while 10 ... £h5 11
24 @5 12 g2 also worked well
for White in Tukmakov-Dolmatov.
On I1... g6 (Karpov-Portisch)
White picks his moment to play
“@xg6, ensuring frs that Black has
castled so as to avoid counterplay
down the h-file. The impression
given by recent grandmaster play
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(1d4d52c4 €63 @c3 06 4 O 4b4 5§ 2g5 dxcd)
6edcs.
765 exdd 8 Wadt Gt 9 00
9...h6 10 exi6 hxgS 11 fxg] He8 12 Dxdd:
... 247 Vidmar-Bogoljubow 157
12 xc3 Timman-Karpov 160
9 ... &d7 Campos Moreno-0.Rodriguez 162
7 fxed cxdd § Bxdd:
8. &7 Trifunovié-Karaklajié 165
8. WaS Smyslov-Wade 167
8. &xe3+ Kasparov-Hyariarson 169

11 The Peruvian Variation

1104.d5 2 cd ¢6 3 3 6 4 g5 5 5 cxds:
5. cxdd Furman-Bronstein 172
5806 Korchnoi-Karaklajié 174

12 Exchange Variation with 264
104052 .c4 €63 83 &6 4 DY KeT 5 cxdS exdS 6 K14 c6:
7 &3 Korchnoi-Petrosian 179
7 e
7. g6 Kotov-Stahlberg 180
7. @ab Perrosian-Rossetto 182
144452 c4 €63 D3 e 4 cxdS exds 5 L4
5. G166 ¢304:
7Wc2.c6 8 4d3 KeB 9 &I Dbd7 100-0.0 Timman-Karpov 184
7 243 ¢5 8 B3 @6 9 0-0 Kasparov-Karpov 186
5. 0663 157 g4 86 8 h3
.. @f69 43¢5 10 @13 &6 11
12 ... cxdd. Bowinnik-Petrosian 1
12 8¢k Korchnoi-Karpov 193
8. &6 Korchnoi-Spassky 195

1100 12 g2

13 The 264 Attack
1d4d5 20463 B3 @6 4 O ke 5 XM
5.5 Portisch-Bobotsov 199
5..006c
& ... 6 Korchnoi-Petrosian 201
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” . @6

After 12, Bed 13 &xe7 WxeT
19 xes dved 15 @2 15 16 dS
D617 dxc6 brco 18 @e2 DS, as
inSmyslov-Bisguier, Moscow 1961,
the play was balanced, but betier
was 13 (4. Black could avoid
this with 12 .. @3, but 13 &xe7
Wxe? leaves the knight out of
play. Very solid, however, was
12 febinorder tomeet Ges by
- B6dr.

13 2xs

Dgd being prevented. 13
¢S should be considered. Taking
on T6, White shows a preference
for queenside action.
3o s
b e
In these situations it i of great
importance (o transfer the bla
squared bishop to d6, where it is
clearly better posted.

Under pressure from the black
bishops, White's castled position
is vulnerable, and his whole stra-
tegy was called into question with

Thereis o time for @b, Black
threatens mate.

19 R Sxhze
0 G Wb
2wyl 20

2 ze 2xg?

The move to play was 22
Led. After 2 23 2xg2 White's
bishop ison the wrongsquarc and
Black wins, while 23 Wd2 WgS is
advantageous to Black.

23 wxg? WgS+ 24 Wh2 Draw
agreed.
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. Eacs
18 a2 @es
19 2xfe 2xi6
20 ¥ 8
21 wa )

2 g L7
But not 22 .. &xa3 23 W3
B a7 w7
2 Bl o
25 an3 Y
2 244 Beds
27 Efdl Qs

8 oa

The pawn on 4 s 2 nasty little
chap and some_commentators
proposed here 28 3 in order 1o get
fid of it. Naturally, that means
weakening the king's position.

3 .. @
2 S8 kB
£

Too late. Black refutes. this
nicely.

30 .. B4
3 fres

1631 exdd then 31 .. xdé+ 32
LD 33 Yxed Wodt 34 el
Drg2+ 35 A2 eI+ etc. The
text move will also encounter the
appropriate reply

31 ... &4 32 exfd Wed 33 xcd
TndiV 34 WA Rast White
resigned.

HORT-PORTISCH
Madrid 1973

@

an

Played in order to prevent
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in Kasparov-Zaitsev, is a violent
possibility envisaging queenside
castling and a pawn storm, while
8 &2, as in Kasparov-Toree, is
a more restrained try, aimed at
making it difficult for Black to
free himself on the queenside. 8
243 (Karpov-Geller, Gligorié-
Unzicker) is an attempt to main-
tain the central tension by avoiding
fixed pawn structures.

Such lines represent the Tarta-
kower Defence proper. Black can
omit ... h6 (Platonov-Radulov)
but this pawn push is far more
Tikely to be a useful gain than @
weakening move. Also after §
xd5 Black can recapture with a
pawn (Botvinnik-Pilnik) but this
can tend to leave his game con-
stricted. The most inieresting
deviations in move order come
from White though. One possibi-
lit, suggested by Uhlmann, is to
substiwute Zel for €3 and atiempt
to fianchetto the king’s bishop,
creating direct pressure on ds.
Korchnoi-Karpov shows Black
ncatly sidestepping this plan by
playing .. ¢5 instcad of b6,

The most important deviation
though s if White meets 6 ... h6
with 7 2xf6 Rxf6, giving the
diagram position

Should Black play an carly
b6 then obviously he is a wholc
tempo down on the Tartakower
Defence. This situation arose in
Petrosian-Spassky. 20th game, but

only after White had played the
quiet § $a2.

‘When choosing between 7 £x16
and 7 &hd, White is in clfcct
choosing between Black structures.
with a pawn on b7 and Black
structures with 3 pawn on bé.
With the pawn on b7 Black can
sill form the defensive pawn chain
b7, ¢6, S but he has no support
from the b-pawn for ... ¢5. Tt is
unclear which pawn structure is
more favourable for Whie. From
Biack’s point of view the appro-
priate defensive plan is to meet 8
We2 withs ...c5 (ivkov-Guimard;
Kasparov-Timman) and § Ecl
with § ... ¢6 (Kasparov-Karpov).
This is exactly the same as in the
Orthodax Defence (cf. chapters
2,3 and 4) and the reasoning is
the same as well. With 8 @e2
White signals his intention to close
the centre, castle queenside and
storm the kingside, and Black
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15
The Slav Gambit

In this chapter we will con- .. dxed untilafter D3and... D16
suler some miscellancous gambit  have been inserted, the point being
lmes. Firstly the Slav Gambit  tha the presence of the knight on
el 16 makes it more difficult o egain
the pawn with 4 and in effect

e s Compels Whit 1o spend s tempo
TS, e preven b AN

dxcd immediately White can
The Winawer Countergambit 3 reply with 4 c4, but the absence of
€5 is best met by d cxdS cxd5 S the white knight on (3 allows
. Black 10 play 4...5, considerably
simplifying the central pawnstruc-
ture. Portisch-Saidy shows how-
ever that after S Df3 exd4 6 Wrdd
Widd 7 Dxdd LS 8 Red White
has a persistent cdge in piece
‘mobility, notwithstanding the carly
simplifications.

White can still play e4, even
afier 13 and ... D6 have been
inserted, but this is a genuine
gambit line:

1oa as
2 9
3 an a6
100 dxed
5 e bs

B
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interestin an old lne. White had
carlie played 13 @xdd. hreatening
Dxcb and assuming at the same
time that 13 . ©xeS 14 b5+
@7 15 Zel yiclded superior com-
pensation for the pawn. And indecd
15 a6 loses 16 @b followed
by s, while 15 . &7 fails to
16 Tne6 xc6 17 Gixee Wed 18
Grgr+ ©7 19 WhS+ with 3
mighty attack. However in Oll-
Sueshnikov, USSR 1988, Black
resorted 0 15 .. Be 16 WhS g6
17 Wh3 26 and survived in the
complex and_unclear_pasition
that esulted. Perhaps it is uscful
1o point out that only energetic
play helps n such positons. When
in' Razuvayev-Bagirov, Jurmala
1997, Black parred the dircct
threats by 13 .. g6, the further 14
Wt 47 15 g5 Dxes 16 et
led 104 mighty attack

[E 86

Boleslavsky analyzed 13... 27
14 xdt 0015 h g6 16 Wn6
with advantage to White. On 16

e8 there is 17 Rxg6 hng6 1§
Bacs, whie it 16 .. WeT then 17
D13, The text move prepares 14
@xds g7 with pressure on the
e-pawn and a good game. Black
is il e afaid of 14 b5, when
1426 15 kg5 Wet (or 15
axb5) 16 Zel axbS gives him the
better game

14 4gs 2e7

For a long time most grand-
‘masters thought that exchanging
the dark-squared bishops consider-
ably weakened Black's kingside,
and for this reason they preferred
10 reply 14 ... aS. At first some
difficulties were caused by 15 @id2
when 1S ... 66 failed to 16 @cd,
buc 15 ... a6 16 @ot kxcd 17
Sxcd Rg7, as well as 16 dxad
Wxa6 17 Gied &g, gave Black
fine play. More serious problems
were caused for Black by 15 rdd
26 16 a3 bxad 17 bxa3 &e7 I8
Bbl in Dorfman-Novikov, Lvov
1988,

15 256

White decided to exchange off
the bishops in Kozul-Tukmakov,
Toronto 1990, but Black had casy
piece play after 15 &xe7 xe 16
&5 0017 2xd7 Wxd7 18 &cS
WeT 19 Wxdd Tads,

15 Pl
16 dgs e
17 4he B
18 Wiz

18 242 Bc8 19 @xdd Rg7 20
@f3 040 21 43 should not be
dismissed either.

. ks

In the same championship
Polugayevsky played I8 ... R¢6
against Tukmakov. I consider that
better, even though Black suffercd
aloss
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White playing #d6, he will have
10 cede the bl

2 .. ze8
23 Wbt is
24 at Be7
25 Was Seb
Indirectly defending the a-pawn.
2 m s
27 gdt He8
28 We b6
2 a5 w7

Now that he has to worry about
the square b6, Black will bring the.
rook 1o ¢6.

30 g4 2o
31 wa3 7
2 a3 e
3 2 w8
34 203 w7

Black is getting tired. He over-
looks a it tactical threat which
weakens his position consider-

£

“The point is that on 35 ... 44
White continues 36 5.

® .. a7
3% es exds
3 ga we?
Er

The d-pawn needs protection,
which ties up Black’s forces and
makes the breakthrough on the
queenside significantly casier.

8 . an
39 W we?
o 20

The squares b3 and a4 beckon.
w0 . Zeb
a1 b3 Zed
2 s it
4 3h1

I 43 Ef1 immediately then 43
Tba,

a .. ne2
44 10 r
45 o

Finally the blockade has been
broken and the end is a matter of
time.

45 .. de6 46 Wxab Eb2 47
W3+ WIS 48 Wd WeS 49 whi
242 50 Wel &e8 51 ¢7 Tb2 S2
W3 W2 53 Wxd2 Hxd2 S4 Eal
£a6 55 Zel 8 56 gl Tb257
%2+ 15 and Black resigned.

5826 a2 59 443 wins casily.
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53 s ze2
Thereis no time to go for the h-
pawn.
54 IS b1 55 BB7 a2 56
Tnb4 b2 57 Tbs B2 S8 g6
Black resigoed.

S8... g2+ 59 b7 winseasily.

TUKMAKOV-SVESHNIKOV
USSR Championship 1977

1a das
2 o o
3 @a afs
4 an o

5 3 abd?
6 &3 axet
7 fxet b
8 2d3 4b7
9

‘White does not have 10 take on
<5 immediately. The quict text
move carries dangers for Black
which have become increasingly
apparent in recent pracice.

2 . xtd

Playing 12 ... &¢7 would mean
a loss of a tempo in comparison
with the variations we have already
analyzed, while on 12 ... Ze§
there is not only the standard 13
dxes butalso 13 DgS Ke7 14 WhS,
when 14 .. g6 15 W6 &1 allows
16 @xe6. Analyzing this complex
position we notice that n diferent
lines the square g8 is critical, so
apart from the text move Black
has ried to control the important
square by 12... h6. The further 13
dxeS &xcS 14 @xeS DS 15
b5+ S8 16 WA4 T GF 16 .

W6 then 17 o4 d§ 18 Hdl
e 19 Wed with advantage) 17
242 (17 4 would now be met
by 17... @b6) 17 .. W6 18 de2
(or 18 cd @c7) 15 ... g6 19 Whd
g7 20 Hacl £a in Gelfand-
Oll, Vilnius 1988, brought Black
go0d play. Razuvayev proposed
13 3 as better. Then perhaps 13
- Ec8 14 dxcS DxcS 15 Kb+
Bd7 16 axb4 £xb4 17 B3 Rxed
18 bxe3 @xc3 with anequal ending.
in_ prospect, Anitoaei-Breahna,
Romanian Championship 1989.

13 Eel
‘Some recent games aroused new.
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have played 13 d5 and accepted a
draw.

3. @f6
14 Ges 247
15 Wz 38
16 @ed

Biack has blocked the isolated
‘pawn justasin the Queen’s Gambit
Accepied, but with one essential
difference: the fact that the black-
squared bishops are off the board
suits him well. White's last move
s more gist 1o his mill. White
plays the opening very unconvin-
cingly.

16 . Bxed

17 Wxed  &eo

18 @xe6  xes

19 23

Many commentators have af-
firmed that 19 Ixc6 leads (0 an
equal position. Well, it is betier
than the text, but not enough for
equality, because Black takes on
6 with his pawn, when the isolated
white pawn on dd is more vulner-
able than the isolated black pawn
on c6.

oo wds
0@ 248
2 Za ns

Introducing the plan of creating
pressure on_dd, which is very
logical and effective.

2 el war
23 23 a6

24 Wes wes
25 Wi @d5
26 wa2 s
27 sds

Because of the threat of .. &b
‘White exchanges the bishop, but
now the heavy picce endgame is
lost for him.

7 . Zads
28 b3 wes
2 W a1
B

In order 10 prevent .. e5 White
weakens his king position. It was
better to surcender the d-pawn.
30 .. b6
31 Eb bs
Karpov plays very precisely one
of “his" positions.

2w brad
33 way s
34 Iad WS
35 z@2 g

So .. ¢S finally could not be
prevenicd even after all this. The
white king now becomes 100 ex-
posed.

36 fxes Txes 37 Wal Wes 38
dxeS Txd2 39 ExaS Wos 40 Kag+
Sh7 41 Wbl + g6 42 WN WS+ 43
Sh1 WS+ White resigned.

BOTVINNIK-PILNIK.
Budapest 1952
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This will tend to resolve itself
o an unbalanced position in
which Black has passed a- and b-
puwns but White has two extra
puwns in the centre, the critical
e being 6 a4 4bd 7 442 as

5 &xcd 9 2xcd exbS 10
11467 11 bxed b4 (Kholmov-
Iiykhovsky). Ina middicgame., one.
wold express a definite siight

PORTISCH-SAIDY
San Antonio 1972

1a das
2 o
3 2

3. @

ACthis point there s another
garmbit line, Winawer's Counter-
gambic 3. ¢5. Alter 4 cxds (4
dxes d4 is ot convincing) 4 -
exds ECO recommends 5 &3 e
6 @S, which docs not convince
me. | would direct your atention
o the natoral Se4, when the apen-
ing of the centre must favour
White. 5 . dxed (o 5 .. exdd 6
Fadd dxed 7 W+ a8 g5+
followed by 0:0-0)6 25+ &d77
dxes is favourable to White. For
example, 7 . AxbS 8 Wids+
xdB 9 DS Lbi+ 10 2 26
11844 &7 12 3 (Alekhine's
analysis), or 7... Bc68 Was b4
9@, 0r 7. 4048 &2 facd
9 Sxd7+ Wnd? 10 233

Thave my doubts abou the text
move, too, andit scems tome that
Black's best choice is 3 ... &b,
offering to transpose into other
“normal” variations. 4 g5 dxcd
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thatafier 19 .. 2xb420 Wb3 a6
2014 wins material,

. @bt
20 b3 @S
20 fds exds
2 WS Exel
23 Ixel 2B
2 mat ocs

“The knight should hav siayed
ones.

3 s W

% Wes

It is important 1o keep the

white-squared bishop on the a2
48 diagonal. 26 Wed is dirccted
agains 26 .. ©as, which is met
by 27 gas.

% . Qes
27 w3 b5
3 wis a6
29 a4 216

By threatening ... 28, Black

defends the b-pawn indirectly.
30 wed
31 axbs
2 s

Yusupov counts on the weak-
ened first rank for counterplay.
However, he is wrong.

3 wn a1

34 ez

This was a fine solution. The

black rook has strayed toal pur-
posclessly.

. £
35 &ha
Now we see why the black rook
should have stayed at itsdefensive.
position on b instead of going on
a foray into Whites territory.

3 .. @b
36 Has Bt

% W AW
EI- 7T

Y | l,!
ﬁ L7
L% B WA
B _Hsra

37 &6

Excellent play has been crowned
by an effective blow. The black
king is forced into the open.

7 ... xf6 38 Wdat b 39
27+ Black resigned.

EPISHIN-KUPREICHIK
Daugavpils 1989

1da as
2 o o
3 an af
4 w2
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must pre-<mpt his plan by opening
up the centre. With 8 Tl White
sceks gentle pressure against the
centee and Black must respond by
adopting the soundest pawn struc-
ture possible

KORCHNOI-KARPOV
9th match game 1981 .

1et o
2 2 s
3w de7
4o a1
5 4gs b
6 &b o0
7 Zel

[t was grandmaster Uhlmann
who started (0 avoid the normal
wrder of moves of the Tartakower
Defence. Instead of €3 he played
403 and an carly Sel. His games
aainst Reshevsky and Bobotsov,
tor instance, in the Lugano Olym-

piad 1968 continued 7 .. b6 §
xd5 DxdS 9 xeT Wne? 10 Dxds
(1024 &xc3 11 Bxc3 207 12 23
16 13 Wad Db4 14 26165, asin
‘Shamkovich-Weltmander, 1952,
gave Black a fine game) 10...exdS
1183 £e6 12 £g2¢5 13 &es and
i both cases Black had to overcome
some difficulties. However, some
ater games improved Black's play.
Uhlmann-Veresoy, East Germany
v. Byclorussia 1970, continued 11
- He8 12 g2 2a6 13 Des BT
14 Exe7 Jacs, based on 15 Txd]
o+ 16 Bi1 Wxdd with the initi-
ative. 12 Ec3 a6 13 #ad bS 14
WaS Wed 15 2 b, Scirawan-
Karpov, TV World Cup 1982, did
not change this impression.
Karpov had prepared another
‘weapon for the title match.

7. et
3
On 8 e4 Belyavsky demonstrated

8., ©c6, when9 &xcd can bemet
by9 ... Dxed.

8 . o
9 dxed exdd
10 edd Dok
e ks

A sort of Queen’s Gambit Ac-
cepted has arisen, in which the
bishop on hd is misplaced,

12 a7 et
b3

In my opinion White should
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After 6 5 245 7 ad ¢6 8 axb$
(or possibly 8 £g5) 8 . @xc3 9
bxe3 cxbS 10 &S (Kasparoy-
Petursson) White undoubtedly has
various attacking chances 1o com-
pensate for his pawn minus, but it
s doubtful whether he can force
an edge against best defence by
Black. Grandmasters_generally
prefer to play instead for a small
but, it is hoped, persistent advn
1age with level material by playing
5.2, the subject of chapier 16.

Our third gambit usually arises
where Black s trying o reach the
Semi-Slav (chapters 17 and 18)by
way of2... 6in order toavoid the
Exchange Slav (chapler 14). For
this purpose 1 d4 d5 2 cd c63 Be3
@ft is unsuitable since after 4 2g5
White_cannot be forced inio a
Semi-Slav. By playing 3 .. c6,
however, Black runs the fisk of
allowing White to play a dangerous
gambit line:

1da as
2 et o

3 @ o

3 et dres
S Dxed Abir
6 a2 2
7 Abd Whedt
8 Ze2

Black is a pawn up. but has
some dreadful weaknesses on the
black squares around the king
Black can just about defend, but
his chances in cffect rely on his
Knowing some very complicated
variations off by heart 1o reach
a mercly cqual position. Any
Geviation and disaster may seike,
as i Bronstcin-Kotov and T
Dorfman. Possibly Black should
try 4. b4 instead of accepiing
the gambit

Another offshoot of the Semi-
Stav is the Abrahams Gambit:
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Meran and Chigorin Variations

19 W6 s
20 B3 ac3
2 ags
“The exchange on h6 has opened
up attacking prospects.

a .. 20
2 Gw?  Zg
23 aned

On 23 @hd Black intended 23
. g5 24 Dxgs 000, which
Tukmakov assessed as unclear.

bred

On 24 #h4 W6 25 Tad! again
25 .. g5 with counterchances.

% . wer
This is worse than 24 _.. @6
25 wna wes
26 Wi
Avoiding 26 Wxd4 Zns.
% . wer
27 gbs

Againif 27 Wxd4 In8 28 &6+
@xf6 29 exf6 We7. The text move

9

is much stronger. It wins material
while preventing any counter-

chances.

2
8
2
E
31
2
n
3
3
3
3
El
3
a0
4
2

Wt
Weed
a6
exte
g3
bagd
at
Eadl
)
a7
zes
gt
Ees
bxes
2ed

0-00
whs
ohg
axds
Wi
W3
s
8
ans
256
26
g
28
Hues
I
28

‘Was this time trouble? 42 Ze7
g6 was

wins casily and 42

obvious.

43 27 207 44 2317 Lxgd 45
2525 46 96 b7 47 25 415
48 602 2e6 49 B3 £5+50 gd
R4 ST S 42 52 g4 &8 53
Ghd b7 54 g5 e 55 hS ds

56.¢6 Black resigned.





index-349_1.png
346

16

Wed 1813

”
"

an
fe1

Play the Queen's Gambir

Wes is refuted by 17 3

a8

Black has succeeded in cross-
ing White' plans, but the bizarre
knight manocuvre has put him in
difficultes.

204

This prevents bxc3 for the
moment and makes possible ..

@bs.

1
2

a2
2xba

ans
2b6

Correct was 20 ... 4xe5, when
Polugayevsky gives 21 Edl as
rather betier for White. Mecking
wrongly counts o the activity of
his pieces.

n
n
1
2
)
%
2

wot
Wnds
446
el
abst
243
)

@i
Hnds
ars.
204
a8
2ds
Bxes

Black has finally got his pawn
back but at a high cost.

8
3
3
3
2
3

24
26
Bacl
@cs
ad7+
Qbét

Bed
w7
b8
Be4
wat
axé

The material advantage has been

transformed into the positional
advantage of a stong pair of
bishops.

M Ddd D

38 Bl zd8
36 @n I
3 b3 a7
38 b2

38 27 Gab+ 39 od Axed+
40 bxes Be8 41 Zel b7 improves
Black's chances of a draw.

3 . La6
39 da6 s
0 2t exdd

“The king and pawn ending is
lost for Black.
a e s
4 1
One of the basic rules: cut off
the king. At the same time Hod
is threatened.

2 . 28
4 B2 =a7
44 e whd
45 Gt b5
4 g a3
) b4
48 ha Ze7
9 b el

Gligori¢ was of the opinion
that passive defence held better
prospects.

50 g7 o1
51 Za Exgd
2z wh
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n Play the Queen's Gambin

10 2be exdd

Thorough analysis confirmed
that the text move was not precise.
Some commentators thought 10

Db was the best; others re-
commended 10 ... dxes 11 £xcd
@b6. In comparison with the
game the difference is cvident:
‘White's bishop could not goto b3,

where itis much more active, and
would have 10 retreat 1o ¢2.
1ot dxes
12 &xed Qb6
13 b3 447
14 00 Tack

Insufficientis 14... &6 15 &S
445 16 &xd5 @bxds 17 We2
ack 18 4 with the intention of
15 and keeping astrong initiativ.

15 @es
Simply 15 We2 was also good.
15 abs
16 Sfel @has

On 16 ... &c4 White would
achieve an advantage by 17 &xcd
@xcd 18 &xf6 &x16 19 a7 fol-
lowed by ®xf6+ and Bd3.

17 &xds

‘The famous analysis by Gyula
Breyer demonstrated 4 win for
White by 17 £x6 (6 (17 ..
@afb 18 g6 fxg6 19 Tne) 18
£xd5 exds 19 Dgd £g5 20 4
2x[4 21 WIS £c7 22 DrdS Hhs
23 a6 gxho 24 @f6 g7 25
Dhs+, but then other analysts
found the stronger 20 ... &hd 21
23 248 22 W15 Hxcl. Lasker's
Suggestion 19 WIS proved jnsufl
cient for an advantage after 19
506 20 Bigd kg5 21 4 g6, while
the forcing 20 £d7 &xd7 21
Wxd7 T8 22 Wi Zod 23 Bxds
WS 24 Ze8s Dxed 25 WS
Exdd 26 WI3 Bd2 27 g3 Exb2
would lead to catastrophe.

7 oxds
18 &xe7 Dl
19 W3 406
20 @xes bxch
2 RS

A superficial move. 21 @ad
was better.

A .. s
2 wa ids
3 G

was criticized as passive
and bad. Passive it is, bul it is not
losing. White protects his weak
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e Play the Queen's Gambin

other hand, will try to open the
black-squared long diagonal or at
least exer strong pressure on the
centre by .. ¢5.

8 w2

White can prepare quecnside
castling by § W3 too. By exerting
pressure on d5 he hopes (o prevent
- ¢S Yet§ . dxcd 9 dxcd c5 10
xS @d7 is a good reply. § . c6
90-0-0 &7 10 ¢4 b6, proposed
by Pachman, is also good, as is
10 .. dxcd 11 dixcd €5 12 dres
265 or 12.d5 &S 13 We2 Wb6.

‘Worried by the potential ...cS.
White can also resort to 8 Ecl.
see Kasparov-Karpov.

3 o

The passive 8 ...c69 0-0-0 &d7
provokes 10 hd dxcd 11 g4 with
dangerous activity. Black must
fight that plan immediately.

8.... @ab, tricd by Kasparov in
game 4 of his 1985 match versus

Karpov, fooks 1o me somewhat
extravagant, and after 9 cxdS b4
10 #b3 ©xdS 11 Bel leaves Black
with a rather passive postion.

9 000 exdd
10 ol B

10....dxed 11 xcd @coallows
12 Wed with threats (o the king.

w wer

A quict, good move, preventing.
g4, The d-pawn is indirectly de-
fended by ..&bd. 1) ... dxed 12
Saxcd D104 is refuted by 13 Wed
€514 Dxes 205 15 DxlT

17wt £

dxct is now threatened, while
13 g4 stil does not work for White.
12.... 4 was also good.
13 e 3
14 obs
White is losing the stratcgic
battle and is forced to change the
thread of the game.
[ g
15 &de
In Shianovsky-Palatnik, Leni
grad 1956, 15 cxb6 Wxbb 16 g4
was met by the excellent 16 .. 5,
when the further 17 g5 would be
refuted by 17 ... b4,
15 bacs
16 a5 wh

Again g4 has been prevented.
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The Slav Gambit 25

\rong measures. A correspond-
e game Ragozin-Shaposhnikov,
1952, continued 11 &S 16 120-0
1S 13 &hS+ g6 14 el Wha (14
Wrcd isalsogood) 15 ed Td§
16 HxeS and now instead of 16
67 Ragozin gives 16 ... &S 17
14 b6 18 brcs Wxgd 19 Wxgd
Gixgd 20 Exebr $d7 21 BT+
Wk 22 el bxes 23 KT+ b8
24 b1, draw. .
The text move chosen by Dorf-
win has never becn held in high

10 @i

An old correspondence game
continued 10 ¥D3 6 11 &3¢S 12
00 W6 13 Tadl with advantage
1o White. Tal decides to fnish his
development. The move is also
seful_because it prevents the
wmplifying .. Wed.

0. age

11 @xes is now parried by the
simple 11 .. Wxe2+. At the same
time Black has also. prepared
casting,

100 000
12 26 e

12 . 2xf3losesto 13 dxed and
Fun

1B oRxes  Wwes

14 Bxes  dxdl

15 &t T

16 ar7

1 .. @

“Tal indicates a way out of his
scemingly hopeless situation: 16

@h 17 &xh6 (17 ©xh8 Bxis
18 17 2d719 @5 %6220 @xd7
Sx01 21 BeS 222 el Bddor
17 @xdB Bxd8 I8 23h7 £e2 19
Fcl Td2) 17 ... &hS. Dorfman
evidently overlooked the following
move.

17 ged
Afier 17 .. Txh7 18 ©xd8 the

white knight will not be captured
for nothing.

18 o8 g

19 Zfel o
2 g
With the complications finished,

White has achieved an advan
geous position. The material is
balanced, but Black’s picces lack
coordination. Bes followed by
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Play the Queen's Gambir

a6
e
00
@bd?
s

Iconsider this as the most testing
for Black. White's king will have
a secure refuge on the queenside,
while the rook immediately takes
its proper place on d1.

Was

L noticed a game played by my
club colleague GM Hulak against
another Croatian_grandmaster
M.Cebalo in the 1986 Yugoslav
Championship, in which Black
chose 8 ... cxdd 9 @xdd D6,
Having analysed it | have second
thoughts about Black playing ...
Wa$ at all. Hulak's reaction is
correct: Black has no reasonto be
afraid of the pressurc on the d-ile.

9 b1

9 cxdS exds 10 dxes Dxcs 11
216 Sxf6 12 @xdS Re6 cedes
the initiative (0 Black. It is im-
portant o notice that Black’s
‘problems start with his dificulties
of development and it s grist o
bis mill if White opens the door
o his walled-in bishop.

9. he

1 did not much like either 9
dxed 10 xcd Db 11 23 or 10
x4 11 exdd Db 12 263 2d7
13 @e5 Tack 14 §e2, s played in
Keres-Fichtl, Prague 1943. Unless
the sharp 9 .. dxcd 10 fxcd exdd
11 exd4 bS 12 21bS b8 13 £d3
£a3 14 2cl Ab4, which has
been played recently, s worthcon-
sideration, 1 stll feel the same.
[ knew the text move meant the
weakening of the kingside, but in
1979 who was afraid of an un-
Known Soviet player by the name
of Kasparov?

10 he s
On 10... cxdé Kasparovintended
0 play 11 exdd hxgs 12 hag5 Ded
13 Dxed dxed lacS.If | remember.
sightly, 1 did not even consider
such hara-kiri moves as ... hxgs.
1 okxed awe
After the game Kasparov pointed
oul 11 ... exdd 12 exdd b6 13
4b3 27 14 Ges Zacs 15 Tn3
with autacking possibiltis.
12 4
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&h6 16 hxgs+ g7 17 Bh7+
g8 18 00-0 4719 Edhl W6
20 gaf7+ Exf7 21 g4 0d7 holds
on. White should prefer Rubin-
stein's Variation.

‘The text move i in my opinion
better than § ... £b7.

9 Zet

On 9 2 Black replics 9. h6
10 2hd 5 11 0.0 b

9 . &
10 dxes bres
100 Deb

The course of the game will
show clearly that this “active’
move is now a serious error. And
preciscly because ... h has not
been played. 11 . @bd7 was
correct, when L assess the position
as slightly better for White.

s Defence.

“This is the point. With gain of
tempo White's queen has reached
hd, and now the crushing attack

cannot be parried.

"
15 Wxhe
16 2gs

gxh6

Bhes
s

Black has to control the square

86.

17 SH7+ Sh8 18 L5+ bg8 19
£xe6 Txe6 20 14 2321 ¥xlo 2g7
22 Mo+ Wxeb 23 Dxes 3 24
Te2 44 25 DaS dved 26 Dxg]
@xg727 Dxe3 EeB28 Dgd Eabd
29b3 b4 30 g3 2ad 31 o1 el
3 Eel Q0+ 33 bg2 Eed M

Bfd1 Black resigoed.

IVKOV-GUIMARD
Mar del Plata 1955

P
ot
2c
Lg5
]
]
2xis

as
P
an
el
00
e
26

The carly exchange on 16 can
‘mask aggressive intentions - cast-
ling long and starting the pawn
storm with hd, g4 and g5. Envisag-
ing that plan, White counts on the
solidity of the central pawn for-
mation which limits the activity
of the bishop on fo. Black, on the
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Play the Queen's Gambir

10 18 Wh3 fxes 19 WxhT+ $1820

s,

"
i

wad+

447

Again the best because it opens

up Black's position.

13
19

20 a7+

2

i
wis

s
ad8
6.

White avoids the pitfall 21
@xd7 Bl

2
2
23
24
2
2
7

@i+
2hs
W+
b6
@2
ot

zdB
o7
&e6
o

Both attractive and logical

27 ... Bagd 28 Wer+ &h 29
4xgd Bx+ 30 ©ed Ef1 31 ba
g6 32 &hs+ Black resigned.

TAL-DORFMAN

USSR Championship 1978

et
4
@c)
o
@xed
22
bt

o
as
6
dxed
aba+
Wt
Weeds

White controls the weakened
black squares. He keeps up the
positional pressure and prepares
his attack carefully.

9. o

With his pieces in their initial
positions, Black should not rish
taking on g2. After 9 .. Wxe2 10
Wd2 (in order to meet 10... Wahl
by 11 Wg5) 10 . 247 11000
0-00 12 5, Rovner-Novotelnov,
Moscow 1952, Black was facing
catastrophe.

However, the most popular line
for a long time has been 9
with the idea of developi
bishop and activating his posi
After the further 10 &3 £b7
Biack threatens to pin the bishop
on the dfile and to scize the
initiative while stil keeping his
material advantage. This forces
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Lesser Variations "

“This s the problem. Black's

bishop will enter the fight via c2.

White cannot prevent the man-

oeuvre by 34 Zel because of 34
it

34 a1 2
35 ag3 St
3 w2 bs
37 ma7 axg2
3 D2 ha
39 axhd B2t
o w3 2xh2
Pt

Or 41 Bxert f8 42 K06
2gh8, threatening_ mate, and
now 43 2xh8 dxe? wins easily
for Black.

41 . T3+ 42 G2 EbI 43
LS+ g6 44 Be? Txh2+ 45 13
Ba8 46 Txe6+ &h7 White re-
signed.

After 47 2€7+ g8 Wi
o longer escape mate.

ite can

RESHEVSKY-SMYSLOV
USSR v. USA Radio Match 1945

1de as
2 o 6
3 an afs
123 dxca
5 e

In the main line of the Slav
Defence White plays aé, preventing
b5, Apart from that continuation

there is the gambit line S c4 (chap-
ter 15)and the text move, a more
cautious attempt.

5 . bs
6 a4 b4

On6... 23S I remember agame
between two Yugoslay masters
which went 7 &e5 &xc3 8 bxcd
WS 9 42 415 10 axbS cxbS 11
Ea$ with deadly threats.

7 o2

Reshevsky has decided 1o cap-
wre the c-pawn prompily, but
‘White can choose another method
of regaining the pawn - 7 @bl
Stahlberg-Euwe, Stockholm 1937,
continued 7 .. %26 8 We2 (on §
@e5 WdS 913 ¢S keeps the balance
and § bd2is metby§ .38 .
69 fxcd fxod 10 Wrcd WS
11 @bd2 @bd7 12 We2 Red 13
@xed Wred 14 0-0 &eT 15 242
0-016 Tfcl andnow 16... cSequal-
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The Rubinstein Attack. 3

pawn on A4 and gets a free hand
1o increase the pressurc on the
opponent's backward pawn on

5. Bds
24 Oxds

Well,this is an crror. After 24

23 Black is betier but White
<ould hold ou.

2 . exds
25 Wa ars
% b3 15

This should have been prepared

by .. g6, since now 27 Dg3 would

foree simplification. 27 g3 was

also better than the move played.
2 m he

Now White's kingside s blocked,
his isolated d-pawn permanently
weak, and the only open file in
Black's hands. The ending must
be lost.

28 wa3 Zes
2 wn g6
30 Wl Whe
31 w1

‘Thee's nothing other than to
wait. Somewhat betier was 31
wh2.

3. as
32 wh2 a4
3 wa

The exchange of queens brings
wbout a hopeless ending.

B . whaz
34 B2 axb3
35 axb3 6
3 za3 a6

“The second rank is always en-
ticing for a rook.

37 g hxgd
3 g3 a2
30 @ B2
40 &d1 @7
41 2e3 Bet+
2 en 206
0 od 21

43... @b4 44 Zd2 Tb1 45 b2
xb2 was not enough because the.
knight will be trapped. Now 44
el would have been somewhat
better, although 44 ... @as still
wins the b-pawn.

44 o2 Txb3 45 bed Tbd d6
Dc3 Q7 47 De2 OIS+ 48 $12g5
49 g4 £d6 50 D1 Gedt 51 &1
Zbi+ 52 dg2 Tv2+ 53 M1 A2+
54 el Zaz 55 AL g7 56 Hed
g6 57 Ed3 16 S8 He3 37 59
2d3 e7 60 Bed wd6 61 2a3
22+ 62 del g2 63 ol Ta2
64 He3 5 65 d3 excd 66 Dxdd
&eS 67 Edl a4 68 Zel+ as
‘White resigned.

KASPAROV-MAROVIC
Banja Luka 1979

1t o
2 an das
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The Carlsbad Variation

1o s
2o e
3 &3 afs
4 4gs @ba7
5 an &
6 00
7 gt a6

The concept of the ‘battle of the
tempo s fundamental to the theory
o the Queens Gambit Black to
free his game, intends atsome .

6 play e followed by ether
~..¢Sor .. c5. White inturn wants
0 develop his white-squared bishop
10 its most active squarc on d3. If
however Black can be induced to

3w

play .. dxcd before White has
develaped his bishop, then White
has gained atempo when compared
with lines where he has already
developed his bishop. This tempo.
is important; often both sides tey
to play a series of constructive
waiting moves (0 avoid losing the
batle of the tempo. Granfeld-
Alekhine is aclear exampl of this
type of approach.

7 Ecl for White is of course a
wholly natural developing move,
placing the rook on an acti
square. It is not so immediately
apparent though why Black’s 7
6 might be genuinely useful. The
answer lis in the plan ... dxc4, ..
b5.... &b7and ...c5. If Black can
carry through this plan without
hindrance, then he is guaraniced
a free and easy game, so much so
that it s not warth White trying
10 win the batile of the tempo;
insicad he must play actively to
prevent Black’s plan

Capablanca- Alekhine (game 21)
‘and Griinfeld- Alekhine bothshow
very clearly what Black is aiming
for i this variation. Although the
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Tartakower's Defence. )

17 a3 was
18 g zh8

A move toocarly. Black should
have played 18 ... Exd6 19 cxd6
Eb8. One lne is 20 $cb Zxb2+
20 el d7 22 Wagt &7 23
g5+ xgS+ 24 xb2 Who+ 25
622 W2+ 26 963 and it seems
Black must take perpetual check.

19 @bs 8
20 g5 bxgs
2 b xS
2 Zhs B
23 b WS
2 DS s

2 .. 2g7 loses 10 25 Tng+.
235 Dgsr o
% u a4
2 .. He7 or 26 .. a6 were
necessary defensive measures.
27 wny we2
When hings go wrongina game
of chess, they don't do it by halves.

28 gh+ o7 29 What 7
10 Tnght e 31 Bixdd Black
resigned.

KASPAROV-TIMMAN
USSR v. World 1984

1o @
2 o o
3an s
100 L7
5 2g5 00

6 e b6
7 4xs &6
8 W o5

9 des  Was

9 . dxed 10 fxcd WaS 1100
23 12 B3 Wxed 13 brd @47
14 66 bxcé, as Kasparov played in
game 27 of the 1984/85 champion-
ship match, at first glance seems
an easy draw, yet the further 15
Zabl @b 16 L2 ¢ 17 Bfel
b7 18 Bi1 245 19 EbS &7 20
Eas led to White's advantage.
After the better 17 .. 4d7 White's
advantage n the endgame issmall
but asting.

‘Assessed on the basis of 10 ke2
dxcd being good for White, the
text move has been abandoned i
a number of recent games in
favour of 9 ... £c6 with unclear
consequences - this continuation
needs more critical testing.

10 cxds exds
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The best. The problem is that
afier 12 ... 4xf6 there is the very
strong 13 @ed. Since | knew this
was very difficult for Black, | had
no choice.

” .. X6
1B & oxdd
Hedt &4
15 zm ad

1 felt my king was very vulrer-
able and I was trying to make my
‘opponents king as uncomfortable
as possible.

16 3 whs
17 #az Dxedt
1 obxd gh7

Iabandoned I8 .. #75+ because
of the simple 19 &b2.

n mn

As a matter of fact, when |
cavisaged this position at move

12,1 did ot sec this move. The
more | examined the position, the
less 1 liked it. The devastaling
ffect of the coming 4 could not
be avoided. 21 . 416 22 ¢4 SxeS
23 gl left me without reply. 1
alsosaw 21 .05 22g4 xd3+ (or
22 . gt 23 Gngt) 23 Whad
hugd 24 Tuf5 W6 25 e exts
26 WaiS+ ©h6 27 Tal and again
Black has no good move

2 .. 6 22 Dcd We7 23 Wer
234 24 xcd 5 25 IS Rad
26 Wea &hd 27 Ths Wh7 28
Wk dnh7 29 dxeS 76 30 g4
fxeS 31 247

One of those mistakes that
Kasparov 100 often committed in
won positions. 31 HxeS Exf2 32
Ze6+ wins casily. | was in most
severe time trouble but | managed
t0 notice that the e-pawn is the
key to my defence. So | piayed.....
3. Bact
Kasparov started to think and
then piayed quickly the sequence
R w7 30
3 a7
With my flag almos falling I
not see the simple 33 .. Ed§

with most probably a draw, and
after .

. 4
34 Has+ W
35 ors

Black lost on time.





index-113_1.png
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u ge

This controls f4 and opens the
‘way for the queen, the destination
being h.

u .. De8
22 Wha wis
23 Wgd 18
pr) Wes

White threatened 25 &xh6 gxh6
26 WIS @16 27 DhS. To prevent
it, 24 ... @xfd was better, with

£e8 10 Follow.
25 D6 Wagd
2 fgs fres
27 Ghs g8
2 g6

Black has survived the immedi-
ate pressure but now has a weaker
pawn formation and a big hole on
&.

8 . 246
29 g hagS
30 &xgs  are
3 e 28
ER)

“The critical moment for Black.
In the cvent of 32 .. 17, White
plays 33 s+ &7 14 Gt B
35 14 intending hS and b6, and
there s nothing Black can do
about it. On 32 ... &e8 there is
33 &7, The same thing happens
afier 12, @ed -3 kT 408 34
£a3 or 33 .. Be§ 14 xds nd6
35 el followed by Ee7. This

explains why Pilnik capitulates.

32... e 33 Axfoguls W Exi6
Tel+ 35 20 He7 36g3bS 37 Kel
8 38 @eS g7 39 D2 bd 404
26 41 g4 Black resigned.

NAJDORF-PILNIK
Mar del Plata 1955

1oa 13
2 o 6
320 das
4 2g5 2e7
5 e [
6 T b6
7 &b b6
B oxds s

This is more logical than §
exds, as played in the previous
game. Black exchanges pieces.
which makes his task simpler.
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The Stav Gambir i

19 &xbs
A fine tactical solution.

axbé
bs
27

His dominance on the open file
sgether with the active knight
and the better pawn structure
olfers White excellent prospeets.

2 7
23 e 7

23...¢5 would seriously weaken
the pawn.

240 b6
5 o0

On €5 the knight wil feel even
better.

5 . 08

25 .. @47 cameinto considera-

2 Ges a2
7 ma2 S

idy's problems start with the
tact that the pawn ending is lost,
wo all he can do is wail

2 g4 e
¥ 6 c
“Think twice before you move
vour pawas. Instead Black moved
twice before thinking, both moves
weakening his position further.

30 wds 28
3 B2 a1

Bad, but the gameislostanyway.

32 @7 248 33 T2 Bxd7+
34 3 BeT 35 Tdd FeS 36 ad
bxad 37 Dxcd 2as 38 Lebext5 39
BAfS a3 40 Eeb+ I7 41 brad
Buadt 42 So4 GH3 43 Enbé
Black resigned.

BRONSTEIN-KOTOV
Budapest Candidates 1950

By delaying the development of
his king's knight Black is not
controlling the square e4 cnough,
which makes possible the king's
pawn advance, introducing sharp,
double-cdged piay.
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12 W7 247 A big step in the wrong dircc-

13 @xd? tion; White underestimates Black's

13 &xc6 We8 14 Wixcs Hxcs 15 :;“m:fl':"ﬁ““,w'i‘&':'::’ﬁ "e‘:;
@xa7Rb8 is good for Black.

B i his notes, yet White seems to be

3. 2t more than holding the balance.
14 Wxes I8 An important tactical poiat is
15 #s exdd thar White meets 17 ... T2 not

T W et
e 60 i
e e sy
K Koy whieh s evpied
et e el
e Vg
e T 0 s oat
i
i st haromhe
diagram position 16 £d2 £b4 17
Pt
S meing i e
v e
6 s Now e it kingi srously
i ot b beinapey L o comple 1 9
PSSR, TG el Aty
s o e 2, S the
Gk v 16 - kbd 17 Gear & MOV 00 late
We7 18 @xeT+ Exe7 19 Bdl,and 18 2d1 whi
Tt et 1o on
ol o st 5
d3 20 &xd3 2M8 would give
Bk s suscking hari
Siteion dniopmreimocs
S e ne oo, W 22 1 St 2 a1, Wt
W awe S Sets aiteemins
1 s e e e

Abandoning the idea of winning
the piece; if 19 Wxd7 Whs+ 20 g4
(20 13 Rfd8) 20 .. Bfes+ 21 11
Wh+ 22 gl Heds 23 211 Whe
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00 &b7

7.
8 a3

As weexplained, Rd3isgrist 0
Black’s mill, inviing ... dxed.
Therefore Capablanca plays a
waiting move. If now § ... dxcd
then 9 &xcd bS 10 £a2¢5 11 0-0
b7 12 &bl with dangerous
threats on the long white diagonal.
Another attempt to  thwart
Black’s expansion on the queen-
side is 8 ad. Playing against F.
Olafsson in Tallinn 1975, I metit
by 8 ..cS(ECO gives ... c6, which
1 consider passive and no satis-
factory). The game continued 9
2439 dxe5 would be met by 9.
WaS) 9 ... cxdd 10 exdd dxcd 11
£xc4 &b6 12 203 Now the best
continuation would by 12 .. 247
13 eS c6 14 Dxeb bac, which
is fully acceptable for Black, since
the pawn on cb is less cxposed
than the pawns on b2 and dd,
while Black has also gained a
strong foothold in the centre.

a6

[ he
5 dha dred
10 Sxed bs
n ge

In 2 game against Portisch at
Portoro? 1973 Polugayevsky chose
the more aggressive 11 222, and
after 1. ¢5 120-0 £b7 13 dxeS
@xcs 14 Ddd Bek he limited
Black's activity in the centre by

15 13 W6 16 b4 Dcd? 17 20
£06 18 ¢4 However, 18 .. $c]
19 g3 W58 20 We2 @S gave Black
very good counterplay.
a7
12 b

As Alekhine pointed out, 12 b4
is well met by 12 ... 5 13 Wb3
axbd 14 axbd @5,

2 .. 9
1B des s
14 2a4

White's initial advantage has
slowly dwindled away and the ex-
changes along the open d-file were
probably his best chance.
" . e
15 b
1 would not recommend this
in view of Black's next two moves.
15 . Ded?
16 &g
16 @b3 or 16 &3 were more
appropriate to the position.
16 .. @be
17 ¥ s
Black's picces are becoming

active. Alekhine intends . xc3
and ... &ds

18 20 e
19 Bet et
20 Zned

Alekhine gives 20 Wbl
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3

Our game has reached one of
the typical positions of the defence.
However, there is a difference we
lave 10 note ~ White has not
played @13, and this is a basic
ilference. For instance, after 6
el Black may play 6 .. b6
ediately, but after 7 exdS
£S5 8 243 %6 White continues

ige2 5 10 &fd with advantage.
“sumething similar happens in our
e

8 cxds exds
9 2d3 267
)

An interesiing move, made
pusible by the subtle move order.

T prevents the simplifying ... 2ed,
prepares for 412 and Dge2 and
has in mind e4 s the strategic aim.
Compare also Botvinnik-Larsen
in chapter 1

0. o

n &g aw

1 .06 loses material to 12

L0006 etc, while 11 ... cxdd is in
White's favour.

12 0o 28
1B &0 246
14 Zel a6

Playing this move, Pilnik no
doubt was considering a later .
4 with an advance of pawns on
the queenside. We shall see that
ater on he gave up the idea and
for good reasons. 14 ... DIF.
tending ... @e6, came into con-
sideration instead of the dubious
text move.

15 2g3 s
16 Sht
A useful move which frees the
knight for action,
16 exdd

16 ... 4 would enable White 1o
carry out o, with dire consequences
for Black.

17 edt Dxelt
18 el B
19 Qe Db
2 ans &m





index-233_1.png
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5455 6 03 b6 7 &hd c6 does not
cause difficulties

4
On 424, of course 4 .. ¢5.
4. e

Black would not succeed in
equalizing by defending the pawn
with 4 ... b3 as  ad b4 (or 5 ..
WS 6 £42)6 Ga2 D67 €5 @S
8 x4 ¢6 9 Wed is advantageous
to White.

5 an

The sharp § &xc4 fails to 5
exd4 6 B3 dxed 7 &7+ &7 B
b3 cxb2 9 £xb2 Wb,

5 . exdd
6 B4 e
7o ke

7. b5 824 b4 9 Gl 236 10
264016 1113 ¢5 12 &f5 00
13 Hel, Kasparov-Hibner, Belfort
1988, was favourable to White.

3 2e af6
B a7

Keres-Euwe, match 1940, con-
tinued 9 .. bS 10 4 b4 11 21
2a6 12 561 G1d7 138 (necessary
to prevent .. £es) and Keres had
the better of it. Since he has to
give back ihe pawn, Saidy evidently
decided it was better 1o do it
without weakening his pawn struc-

10 &xed 00

wn 6
2 2 Te8
Black is somewhat cramped
and he should 1ry 1o get some.
breathing space with 12...25. The
text move seems inferior (o me.

1B oS gd7

14 Hacl Zacs
The threat was 15 b
15 a3 he

16 2

An advantage in space often
allows quict manocuvres which
increase the pressure. White wil
double his rooks, the most natural
decision in the position

16 . x4

This cannot be good, but Black
hopes 10 simplify his. problems
through exchanges.

17 x4 ges

18 &xes fues
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A quiet butlogical move; White
develops  piece while at the same
time protecting his pawn on cf
and covering the important {5
Square. Black has two main alcr-
natives: o play as i the textor o
transpose into a Queen’s Gambit
Accepted (1 4435 204 dxcd 3 03
16 4 Wad+ c6 5 Wxcd) with ..
dxed. In-cither line the slightly
exposed position of the white
queen gains Black time for devel-
opment.
4. M
5 in
White can meet5... 215, which
isa reasonable cnough move, with
6 Wb, 563 sto0 quiet o promise
anything; afier 5 ... 15 6 £d3
Rxd3 7 @xd3 447 Black can
equalize with natural development
and a well-timed pawn break.

5 . 226

With an extraordinary plan of
development in mind. 5 ... &¢7.
5... &fSand 5 . dxcd are allpos.
sible, though less imaginative. §

WS+ 6 Wa2 Wrd2+ 7 brdd,
Dorfman-Nikolié, Moscow 1990,
leaves White with the slightly freer
position.

6 a a5
7 W3 @bt
Very creative.
8 Wxbd e

In a later game, B.Alierman-
Rublevsky, USSR’ 1990, White
tried 10 fight fire with fire by
playing the queen sacrifice 9 Wxb7
o8 10 Wxco+ 447 11 Wf6
W6 12 xes. After the counter-
counterattack with 12 ... 806 13
b3(... #xb2 must not be allowed)
13 b4+ 14 £1d20-0 15 2abS.
Exb8 White's position was look-
ing the mor burnt out despite his
nominal material advaniage; his.
lack of development will tel.

9 . extt
10 an b6

So White is a pawn up, but
Blacks picces are ready for im-
‘mediate action and important lines
are being opened up. Only in a
few moves time docs it become
clcar what is happening.

11 2es bxcs
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pawn structure in the centre soon
becomes symmetrical, Black's
bishops find themselves on more
effective diagonals than_their
counterparts in the White camp;
in particular the a8-h diagonal is
2 much more effective avenue of
attack for Black than the bl-h7
diagonal is for White. These two
classic Alekhine victories also
demonsirate an extremely impor-
tant_strategic point_about the
Queen's Gambit: a symmetrical
pawn structure most. certainly
does not of tself make the game
drawish. On the contrary, if one
player’s picces are even slightly
more active than the opponent’s,
the symmetrical pawn structure
can make it doubly difficult for
the defending player to neutralize
this superior activity.

“To avoid such problems White
<an of course play a form of the
Exchange Variation with 8 cxds
(Capablanca-Alekhine, game 27,
Rubinstein-Takacs and Pinter.
Marovic). The inserted moves Zel
and .. 36 are moderately useful
for either side, but no more.

White’s most dangerous plan,
however, s (o play 8 cS. Black’s
waal procedure has been (o prepare

6 with ... c6. Then the simple
exchange on b6 severely compro-

ises Black's quecaside pawn
wructure, as both Hort-Portisch
and_ Portisch-Petrosian show in
their different ways. Perhaps § ..

69 243 ¢S is Black’s best plan.

CAPABLANCA-ALEKHINE
25t match game 1927

1w as
2o o

3 8 af
4 &5 b7
5 3 Le7
6 an 00
7 2a1

te usually postpones 243,
most players wishing to avoid a
further .. dxcd and .. c5. The text
move is directed against an carly

5. After 7 ... c5 8 cxdS GxdS
9 4xe7 @xe? 10 22 b6 1100
b7 12 dxes Dxes 13 bt Bied 14
@xed fexed 15 Wad, Geller-Larsen,
match 1966, White had the better
of it

Anticipating .. 5, White himself
used to play 7 ¢S i the early days.
However, in the 16th game of their
1894 match Steinitz and Lasker,
after a further 7 ... @e4 8 Dxed
dxed 9 Lxe7 Wae? 10 D2 &6
11 &d (or 11 We2e5) 11 .. b6 12
b4 &S 13 Wbl 5, reached a posi
tion which was comfortable for
Black.

7 W3 s also directed against
7. ¢S, after which theory gives
8oxds onds 9 fxe7 @xeT 10dxcS
@xcs 11 Wad with somewhat the
better game for White, Therefore
Black replics 7 ...c6 8 £¢2 b6 9
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208 30 g4 6 31 o6 46 32 Thi
Exhl 33 &xhl o4 34 RxdS 3 35
2xb7 cxd2 36 $xd2 beT 37 46
d6 38 a3 7 39 a4 L6 4
of Black resigned.

PLATONOV-RADULOV.
Sofia 1976

Sometimes Black plays Tarta-
Kover's Defence withou ... hé. OF
cours, this can only favour Whitc:
in some variations he gains a
tempo attacking the pawn on h7
‘and, besides, Black’s king has no
refuge from 3 back rank mate. In
spite of that, 6 .. b6 is quite play-
able.

7 exds exds

7 ... &ads is more in the spirit
of the defence. § &xe7 Wxe? 9
DxdS exdS 10 £43 ¢S 11 dxes
bxcS 120-0(on 12 We2 g6 13 Ecl
inO'Kelly-Donner, Beverwilk 1963,
Black replied successfully with 13
- @36) 12... &¢6 13 Kel £d7 14
e blocks Black's pawns, but it is
ot much of an advantage. Later,
(b8 and ... a5 will give Black
Counter-pressure on the white b-
pawn. Better is 9 Hel &b7 10
£3 Ee8 (10....c5 11 @xdS exds
12 dxes bxeS 13 W2 @d7 14
LxhTH B8 15 &5 04 16 We2 is
not correct for Black) 11 @xds
£1d5 12 0-0 267 13 I3, when
White preserves some advantage,
Smysiov-Zuidema, European Team
Championship 1965.

8 243 e

On 8 ... bd7 9 0-0 c5 White
can choose Pillsbury's favourite
line, 10 &¢5. 10... &b7 11 4, asin
Pillsbury-Marco, Paris 1900, and
10 . @xes 11 dxes Qa7 12 &4
47 13 W) ZeB 14 Whiare both
advantageous to White,

8 .. b7 9 Wc2 Dbd7 10 b4 c5
11000 would transpose into
Rubinstein's Attack (chapter 2).
Apart from that, 9 &xi6 &xf6
leads intoa violent kingside attack
which has not been proved to be
correct: 10 hd ¢S 11 £xh7+ Gxh7
12 Dgs+ 6 13 We2 g6 14 hS
@xgS 15 4+ (or 15 bxg6 £87) 15
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found this strong continuation.
Attempts to keep the material
wlvantage did not succeed. 9 ...
6 10 3 27 11 Bes 2d8 13
W02 with a significant space
advantage for White is notatirac-
tive, and 9 . f6 10 Wd6 &d7 11
0400 0-0:0 12 g3 W6 13 We3,
s played in Bronsicin-Sziy, Buda:
pest 1949, was clearly advantag-
vuus to White. The text move isa
shwewd tactical alternative.
10 2xg7
White has to grab the pawn,
wnce 10 &6 00 11 Wa2 b
leads nowhere
0 . Bg8
In those days, Bronstein's play
abounded with ingenious ideas.
On 10 .. g2 he would have
played 11 &6 ¥xhi 12 Wd6 0-0
13 W3+ and Black's queen is
trapped.
1 &
1011 £06 then 1. Wié witha
very good game.
no. g2
The crucial mistake, but our
variation was stll in the making
and Kotov did not knowabout the
briliant cqualizing line 11 .. &dS
12 cxdS Wxg2, when 13 &63 loses
0 13 .. Wahl while 13 dxe6
Axcd 14 206 Wrhl (14 .. Egé IS
&he) 15 WdS gl 16 202

WS+ leads 10 balanced postion.

12 wa Wt
13000 o

On 13 .. {6 there s 14 RhS+
Bg6 15 R06 ctc,

14 an

The queen has been trapped
and Kotov gives it away immedi-
ately, since 14 ... g2 15 cxdS
exdS 16 Fgl is cven worse

T hal+
15 Gdl o
16 Wxed e

Biack cannot allow W16, He
has enough material for the queen,
but his pieces are out of play and
by a serics of tactical solutions
Bronstcin succceds in breaking
own his defence.

17 @
The key to victory. 17 .. 6 fails
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15

a3

Play the Queen's Gambit

‘When you do aot have to, do
ot weaken your pawn formation
- & maxim Janowski does not

the main

plan Black holds up White's active
option, ¢4,

”

8

bs

Finally the pawn moves, pre-

paring for ... ©cd.

18
19

o
St

o4

1 would not give up the bishop.

19 @xch was correct,

1
Y
2

@
o

bacs
<

Positional misunderstanding, ¢5
is the square for the knight, and
it should not be blocked, 21 ¢xds,
followed by f4 and &3, was

logical.
21
2
23
2
5

I
@
e
Zabt

Tad
Reat
ne

Capablanca is conducting the
action on both wings simultan-

cously

% an

Panoy proposed 26 h asbetier.
1 do not think it really matiers.
White's position is passive and
the breakthrough, when it comes,
willfavour Black whatever White
s,

% .. e
27 Gt e
PR x4
29 pdd Eaad
N og2 e
3t mgl Hags

2 . b4

32...15 33 &2 leads nowhere.
The text move suddenly activates
the black pieces. We should notice
that White cannot simplify by
exchanging the bishops on bd
because he cannot then meet the
advance of the h-pawn.

3 bt gw
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inadvertent 8 ... h6, when 9 cxds
obliges cither a most dangerous
acceptance of the sacrifice by 9
hags 10 dxe6 fxe6 11 g5 D6
12 threatening the brutal hS-h6.
or transposition after 9 .. exdS 10
464 into a pleasant continuation
for White (10 ... c6 11 h3),

8 .. M
E)

9 243 would be met by the
thematic plan of . h6, .. dxcd, ...
b5 etc. If an attempt is made 10
stop Black's queenside counterplay
by a4, then 9 ... Ded meets all
the demands of the position. On
9.5 Black frees his game by 9 .
€510 &xes Des 11 dxes DT or
10 dxeS @e8 11 £74 BxeS.

9 .. 3
10 &he

On 10 14 Black replies 10... Keg
and then ... hxgS hangs in the ai.

)

“The waiting game has finished.
Black has been waiting in order (o
wina tempo. In case of 10 .. dxed
11 &xcd bS 12 a2 ¢S 13 dxeS
¢S 14 b1 or 13 ... &xes 14
&bl W6 15 Zdi Biack would
have been in trouble.

n o axes
12 gxed b5
13 %az &

a1

If White had wanted (o thwart
Black’s plan based on .. dxed and
b3, he could have played earlier
11 21, butthen 11 S 12cSeS
13 dxeS Dgd 14 gl Rxes 15 b3
Dgxes 16 Dacs Gxes 17 Bxds
©xdS 18 WxcS b7 fully satisfies
Black. 11....bS 12 cxdS cxd$ also
gives him an casy game.

The text move is now a useless
waste of time and simply 14 0-0
was an improvement. If 14 dxcS
@xcS 15 0-0 W3 or 15 &bl £b7
(we see now wh.. Ee§ was played
= Black is not afraid of a single
check on h7) or 15 Zd1 ¥e? 16
23 Web, 50 that bd can aiways
be met by ... &ced, Black is con-
tent in cach casc

. exdt
15 Gxdt Whs
16 &bl 267
17 00

I 17 0xbS Black replies 17 ..
W6 (not 17 ... axbS 18 Exd)
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9 oxds exds
10 2xT e
et

On 11 W2 Black of course
plays 11...cS 12 dxeS dd. On 11
¥ Black would reply 11 415
and meet 12 K62 by 12 ... ded,
i 11 862, intending &f4, comes
o consideration. Najdorf pre-
s 10 exert pressure on dS with
the further 213 while the knight
evelops on €2

"o whar

After 11 .. 267 12 403 ¢ 13
e Black faces some difficultis.
114 1413, forinstance, favours
White, as does 13 ... @7 14 dxeS
315 o6 (Portisch-Medina, Paima
Mallorca 1966). 11 .. &e6 12
41165 13 02 D47 1400 cd 15
ainadvantageous to White,
fack must play more actively -
16512 813 exdd 13 Wxde (13
i RB7) 13 &7 14 De2

46, as in Fuderer-liitsky, Goth-
enburg Interzonal 1955,

Pilnik's decision to exchange
queens i erroncous. The ensuing
endgame is difficult indeed .
Generally speaking, when White
delays the development of his
king’s knight, Tartakover's ... b6
entails more worries

2 wa iz
13 $xd2 o
14 an b7

With .. 3e8 to follow, this
‘move makes it possible to piay ..
<5, but even this does not lleviate
Black's problems. It s true that
14 &5, with the idea of ... Bl
and bringing the king 10 46, is
basically no better. Black is weak
on the queenside, which no plan
can change.

15 Qe 58
16 b4 as

An atempt o free the position.
Here, as in most cases, it s doomed
in advance.

bs &
18 at 28

18 .. e, for all its stratcgic
shontcomings, was better. The idea
of sacificing the exchange on €5
is hopeless. The rest s easy .

19 g4 HxeS 20 dxeS S 2114
&e7 22 Bhdl D7 23 Se2 a8
24 Ed2 0825 Tedl 5626 203
@727 b4 g5 28 hagS hagS 29 15
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4. dred

Kotov accepts the challenge.
He was not without other choices
and 4 .. &bd was quite 4 good
aliernative. Borisenko-Korchnoi,
Moscow 1955, continued 5 e5 &7
6 a3 Sach+ 7 bacd b6 § cxds
Wrds9 D3 S with a good game.

5 oxed  gbsr
6 an Wdd
7 Bwbi Wedt
8 &er

“The only way to keep the initi-
ative. On8 &e2 Black can choose
between the simple § ... £d7 9
W6 c5 and the more complex §

©a6 9 418 @e (in order to
finish developing, and undoub-
edly the best reply; 9 .. Wg6 10
W2 Wie 11 %6 Qe 12 0.0-0
0013 &c3 Td8 14 3 Dg6 15
Ded Wdd 16 Wgs (6 17 W3
offered betier prospects to White
in Terpugov-Smyslov. Leningrad
1949) 10 g7 D4 (10_.. g8 11
216 Bgb 12 Wd4 isadvantageous
to White) 11 $d6 (bad s 11 2xh8
€5 with highly dangerous threats)
11 ... @d3+ 12 $d2 &f5 13 ¥xd3
Wndd+ 14 xdd Dxg? with an
equal game, according 10 an old
analysis by Kholmov.

8 . @a6
Dubious is § ... Wxg2 9 203
g6 10 ©e2 with a lead in

development, c.g. 10 ... @36 11
£a3 @eT 12 Tgl W6 13 &3

9 Wds i quite a good alternativ,
10,9 .. Wbl 10 @sg? favours
White, 2 does 9. 6 10 0-0-0.

Much better is § .. c5 9 x5
Wxg2 when Black can retrat the
queen 10 ¢6 or g5, gaining an im-
Portant tempo for his backward
development. A recent stempt o
harpen White's play in ihis ine
was seen in Vera-Semkov. Rome
1990, which continued 10 Wdd
£47 11000 nstcad of the older
11 &03) 11 bl loses after 12
Wxg? Gxcs 13 D13; both queen
and rook aretrapped. I the game,
Black continued 11 Wgs-+ (204
W16 (12 .. xcS 13 W is good
for White) 13 B3 Wadd 14 2104
16 15 ngl &7 16 42 BT 17
Bed IS 18 &e3 and Whites
attack persisted despite the quecn
exchange. Black's development
being so backward. Vera suggested
13 A5 14 Wxes Wifé 15 B2
as.an improvement for Black. This
leaves the posiion unclear, but
Black sill has to show wha he is
going to do with his king.

9 43

0n9 445 Shamkovich recom-
mended 9. 24710 813 &6 11
a6 WS wihen 12 &S s met by
12, W2+ and 12 &c3by 12
e 13 W4 6 14 ©hd o5,

“The main alternative 9 46 is
examined in our next game.

9 e
Some time elapsed before Black
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9. wxh2
0 Ga

A capture on d7 is answered by
20 .. Be2 After Black's next
‘move though, the restis mopping
up.

20 .. &6 21 WgS dxd2 22
Wl Ee2 23 G2 anldr 24,63
Txf225 o6 Wgd+26 03 Eafd+
White resigned.

JANOWSKI-CAPABLANCA
New York 1916

14 as
2o I
3 an af6
120 415

4 . Rgd would be a serious
error. 5 @es &5 6 cxdS exdS Ted
refutes it outright,

5 W

After $ cxdS cxdS 6 Wha tilack
is practically forced into 6 . K¢k
7 2(4368 el £c69 @S, when
White's lead in development is
very much fel. 5 .. ©xdS 6 Qud2is
evidently advantageous 1o White
as well Janowski's choiceis weak-
.

5 ..
6 Wb

Capablanca was of the opinion
that 6 cxdS was stronger and 1
think he was right.

s

6. axs6
7 s oxds
8 axds  ouds
9 &3 oct
10 a2 27

A decp and beautiful move,
Black intends to exploit his com-
mand of the a-filc, and he con-
ceives a deep strategic plan on the
queenside involving the advance
of his doubled pawn. In order 1o
carry it out he needs his bishop on
.

1 ge

‘This is bad. Capablanca sug-
gested 11 65, but 11 23 ollow-
ed by $e2 is also good.

"o e
2 o 246
13 el 7

) Zhes
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.. Dxed
2 et Wag

‘The pressure on the long white
diagonal brings the threat of ...
&dxe3, which practically forces
favourable simplifications

2 a3 BeB
B oS s
24 &S WS
25 at

White gets rid of his weakness
on a3. With the material still
balanced, his position does not at
irst glance seem in danger. Sill,
the dominant positioning of the
black picces is ominous,

5 . 266

2% &

Or 26 Rd) B8, threatening ..
el

% .. am2
As strong as it is unexpected;

@

White's back rank s suddenly
seen to be vulnerable. On 27 Zb1
Alckhine demonstrated 27 ... D3
2 b2 @xbl 29 Wxbl Wh3
With .. brad to follow. He refutes
27 Hd1 by 27 ... bxad 28 Wxad
b6 29 Txds Girad 30 Td1
31 Rel T4 32 £d6 @ed 33 fe7
634 Tbl #1735 11 Le3.

27 gl

28 axbs

9 w3

What a chan

208
axbs
o

in just a couple

of moves! White cannot prevent

the catastraphic

30 bl
3 G

o

31 @el Wa2 leaves no hope
3. &xdd 32 a1 Dxed White

resigred.

GRUNFELD-ALEKHINE

Carlsbad 1923

as
o
@
g5
an
&
Ecl
w2

as
g
o
27
00
@bd?
a6

One of the possible waiting
moves at White's disposal. A hid-
den point may be seen afier the
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falls, and with it the game. Black
resigned.

LASKER-CAPABLANCA
10h match game 1921

L a as
2w P
5 @a a5
4 &g &7
5 00
6 an abdr
7 w2 o

The proper way to tackle the
problem. It is evident that White
an castle on the queenside and
then start an attack on the other
wing. Black badly needs counter-
play on the queenside. The passive
7...¢6 8 Bdl a6 (entering Caps
blanca’s system with .. dxod would
be with  tempo down) 9 a3 Ee8
(waiting move - if 10 ¢S then 10...
) isadvantageous o Whitc afier
cither 10 %3 h6 (bad is 10
dxed 11 4xed b3 12 Ra2as well as
10, b5 11 cxdS exds 12 @) 11
(8 or Pirc's move 10 h3 dxed 11
Rxcd £ 12 xeT e 13 ed.
8 zat

More dangerous for Black is
surely 8 0-0-0. We shall turn to
this in our next game. § cxdS
GRS (8 .. xd4 9 Bxdd Dads 10
xe7 W - worscs 10... Dxe?
11000 - 11 &xds exds 12 243
kept some advantage for White in

Alekhine.Capablanca, 8th match
game 1927) 9 dxeT el 10
@xds exds offers White just a
minimal adhantage f any. Dratko-
Marovic, Pula 1988, continued 11
203 612 dxcs Dacs 13 Tel
B3+ 14 Wadd 15 15 W (or
15 Wxds 208 16 85 £03)15

2e 1600 210317 gxi3 Wes+ 1§
S WIS 19 g2 WSt Al

8 . was

8 .. h6 meets with the strong.
9 exd3 hxgS 10dxe6 fre6 1 DxgS.
Nor s 8 ... cxd4 9 @xdd $as 10
hd dxed 11 xcd Des 12 he2
D613 @b3 Wb6 14 2g3 247 15
-6, asin
Miles-Hellers, Biel 1989, gives
more hope.

9 ad3

‘The seventh game of the match
continued 9 cxdS Dxds 10 2xe7
@xe? 11 2d3 Bf6 with cquality.

9 . 3
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17 Bxed dred
18 8xed  Sxed
Wied s

So that's why the rook may be
useful on e8. However, the conti-
nuation demonstrates that Black's
play is based on a wrong assump-
tion.

E WET&

&: e
» o6

Beautiful and devastating!
w .. wer
a s b6

2. g6 i refuted by 22 a7,

22 gxh Wxe6 23 Wad Wed+ 24
Wred Dxed 25 hag? &gl 26
Rdgl+ 1627 Tho+ e 28 Hel
2729 Heeh

Played very skilfully. White wifl
exchange a pair of rooks and fur-
ther weaken the black queenside
pawns.

9 . a8

0
3t

2

)

3

on 34
cated 35

3

2

a6 Exa6
a6 at
26 Zes
de2 Best
@3 @7
2as+ Alekhine indi-
ed Bes 36 a3
a3 ars
“ e
Zhe Bas+
e [

o6

‘The beginning of an excellently

calculated finish,

3
I
4
2
a
“
45

e
s
43
o
e
w2

a7
Bxes
@e1
@
"
@es

‘The suble point! If now 45 ..
@xeS 46 B3 and the black f-pawn
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Again, open lines maiter more
thanpawn structure. The Ffile
so0n proves to be useful.
17 a3 s
18 Wbl
The rook endgame after 18
@t &4 19 excd Dxc 20 Bxed
Hncd 21 Wacd Wact 22 bxc3
Eaf2 is no fun for White

T Heb
19 Gas axds
W s TR

Trouble from another dircction.

If now 21 @xb7 then 21 .. &xc3

2 3 b6
2 Wet e
2 w3 b6
24 Wed

24 Wad would have given a
very slender chance of holding,

24 .. Bxed 25 Tned WS+ 26
Zeed Te6 27 Wd3 Wxg2 28 Tel
2xb2 29 Kac6 bxes 30 Wed TN
31 Exe6 Wgs+ 32 &bl and Whi
resigned. 32 .. WIS+ follows
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on. The text move is as bad as it
appears after the undermining .
15 a4 be
16 @bl
The knight is heading for cd.
Black’s pawn structure has all of
a sudden become quite inferior
16 . b6
17 @haz T
17 .. a5 has drawbacks of its
own, But it would at east prevent
White from playing a5.

18 gb2 Des
19 Bet 3
20 a5 28
0 et 21

<4 is the strong square and the
point ¢5 must therefore be weak.
21 .. Bec? 22 xd6 followed by
We2 proves it immediately.

2 a2 a7
2

Now the blow comes from the
other side. 23 .. x4 20 (e 25
@ed wins.

23... WeT 24 fxeS faeS 28 onde
2xd6 26 Ded xed 27 dkaed
Black resigned.

TAL-LJUBOJEVIC

Milan 1975
1 oa as
2 an afs
3
4
5
6
7
8

Usually Black plays ... &b7first
and ooy then .. b4, limiting
White's choice. The idea of the
carly .. b4 is to make difficult
White's advance in the centre.
Howener, it enables White to build
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POLUGAYEVSKY-BIYIASAS
Petropolis Interzonal 1973

1 oan a6
2w o
3 an ds
3 aa o
5 e abar
6 a3 dxct
7 Gt bs
8 a3 a6
9 et o
10 45 &

The first impression is that by
blocking the cenire, and with ..
246 in mind, Black achicves a
comfortable game. But it is a
false_impression. We shall sec
that the black queenside majority
presents 2 target.

s

But not 11 00 cd. The text
move will fix Black's pawn for-
mation and make possible a later

a4, which would seriously under-

"o a6

In many games Black has tied
10 force things and free himself by
sacrificing a pawn with 11 ... cd.
However, 12 bxed 4bd (or 12

bxed 13 xcd WeT 14 #a3) 13
502 bed 14 22 WaS(14... GeS
1S We is no better) 15 @2
Bred 16 fxed 3 17 Dxed facd
18 0-0 is favourable for White.

2 0 o0
13 Bl

13 a4 has been played suceess-
fully, but 1 Jike Polugayevsky's
choice 100, On 13 ... @b6 he
would continue 14 &1, preparing
for as.

8o b8

3. ¢4 14 brcd ba 15 De2 s
16 &3 We 17 %3 a5 18 xcS
&xc5 19 @2, as played in 3
correspondence game Baumbach-
Jovtié, did not prove that the
pawn sacrifice was correct.

" g0 28

Playing this position against
Bukic in one of the Yugoslav team
championships a long time ago.
1 decided that 14 ... ©e8 was the
only good move here, with the idea
of mecting 15 a4 with 15 ... &c7.
ILis not the sort of position you
dream about, but you can fight
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there s nothing more natural than

15 45 exds
16 exds  od7
17 e wae

White has obtained 2 passed
puwn but its way is blocked.
Donner should have played 17
W16, not fearing the ending. How
ever, he probably overlooked the
Lillowing strong move,

18 Qb wis
Wi axls
2 4

Now the passed pawn is much
e dangerous, because it is
wpported by the knight, both
13 and @g6 hanging over the
Wack position.

0. 248
Hort proposed 20 .. Efe8 as
U g s

2 Ze ar
3 27 s
2 a5 ne?

Making it very easy.

25 7 med
26 el 208
27 g hT
3 b 26
3 e Resigns

29 @c8 30 Bl wins.

POLUGAYEVSKY-AUGUSTIN
Lugano Olympiad 1968

1w af
2 8a3 o6

3an ds

4w 261
5 %es 00

6 ho

7 &b Des
8 Rx? W7
9 Zcl o

10 243

Pechaps the most logical. Onc3
‘White will recaptre with the rook,
while the queen wil choose where
10 80 depending on circumstances.

o3
e axed

I Black docs not give up the
centre and plays 11 ... 27, then
12 exd5 exdS 13 Wbl prepares a
later b4 with a spatial advantage
and play on the queenside.






index-221_1.png
2 Play the Qucen's Gambit

than 10 d6, but then found the
plan of .. &d7, .. §b6, .. Bas
and ... Gicd inadequate. Possibly
Black should consider ... &e7
and later the fianchetto of the
queen’s bishop.

6... 21573 c68 265 can lead
to lively play. The notes to
Plaskett-Yusupov (which continued
8... @79 Wad ek 10 00 26,
when Black soon had a pleasant
game) summarize the theory of
this line. Naturally, Black can
lose very quickly if he s careless.
Finally, 8 @c5 instcad of 8 4bS
is an interesting try (Portisch-
Belyavsky). White is prepared to
inflict some damage on Black's
queenside pawns.

PORTISCH-PETROSIAN
12h match game 1974

1o as
2 et o
3 ac afs
3 oxds exds
) o

5. Whbisof course risky; after
663 Wxb2 7 2b5+ Db 8 @ge2
(threatening (0 trap the queen
with 9 a3 and 10 £a2)8 ... Wa3 9
£ad 26 10 Zbl ¢6 1100 White
had a massive attack in Seirawan-
Dreyev, Reykjavik 19%.

) a7
7 2@

After 7 &3 &c6 White cannot
afford moves like 8 el when8
DhS9 eS1610 23 0-0 11 283
15 lets Black equalize easily.

7 . 6
)
Portisch does not allow ... DS
8 00
9 B a7

Ina forgotien game of their 1953
match, Najdorl played against
Reshevsky 9 .. b6, which gave him
an equal game. He made mistakes
Iater and. as usually happens in
such cases, works of theory regard
9. b as dubious.

10 00 whe
Averbakh considers 10 .. a6
11 We2 e,
" oa
The standard move in such
positions. White defends the b-
pawn indirectly (11 ... #xb2 12

@ad) and prepares for ad or bd,
with active play on the queenside.

u .. Qa8
2 b @t
13 Qe

The best,

L. Zac
14 sxed et
15 %5

Or 15 We2 Bfd8 16 Tic! @S,
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2
Perhaps 22 &hi was better.
n s

23 s

It was better to return 0 c4
Without the white-squared bishop
‘White's position deteriorates. Be-
sides, there is a forced variation
refuting the idea.

2 . Qnd3
24 Dxi3 s
25 we 26
26 Eddl Was
27 b Sxdd
28 o3 6

29 e &

3 a2 a2
31 Wed &8
2 2 a2
B a2 s

Black has won two pawns, but
‘White can still resist. Black's king.
is somewhat exposcd and his queen
temporarily out of play.

34 wes &
35 263 bt
36 Ware  ge7
37 ks Wes.
38 #a7 b3

I gaeT W7
a0 Was W
41 whe wai+
a2 @ bs

3w e
44 Wed+  wpS
4 W wis

n
4

whe
B

3

e
w2

Black is willing to give up any
of his pawns for the b-pawn.
which now enables him 10 avoid
checks by moving his king 10 the

far end of the board.

8
4
50
st
2
5
5
55
56
5
58
e
Il
6t
&
&
64
&
6
&
@
6
i3
n

s+
wag+
weT+
Wi
Wbt
wis+
"
fxes
Bedt
Wik
W
Wit
Wadt
b+
Wit
s
wn+
wes+
Wel+
Wi
i
Wast
wn
a3+

ol
Gl

Or 71 Wab+ Wa2 72 Wed Wa?
73 Web Was (Ljubojevié)

Wa2 72 We3 Wad 73 Sh1
@a2 74 W2 Wed 75 WaS+ b3
76 WbSH x2 White resigned.

‘The checks are numbered.

..
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The Exchange Slav

K as flicted by Portisch on Petrosian.
2 o o Ifall this sounds discouraging for
3 exds exds * theSlav player, he can take comfort
1 an afs from the fact that attempis by
5 @a o6 White to force the pace can occa-
6 &b sionally rebound on him, as in

Plaskett-Yusupov.

‘White hasabsolutely no advan-
tage in pawn structure to work
on: all he has is the advantage of
the move which enables him 10
mobitize his pieces slightly more
quickly and more effectively than
his opponent. The place where he
is most likely to be able toinerease
his advantage is the ad-<8 diagonal,
which becomes. potentially vul-
nerable if Black maintains sym-
metry with . &5 and ... ¢6. For
this reason Biack sometimes prefers

“This variation is most frequently {0 answer 6 214 with 6 ... ¢6
played when White, the weaker  Clearly White's bishops are mor
Player, wants to maximize his ~active than Black's, but it wil not
chances of holding Black, the be easy to capitalize on this. The
Mronger player, 10 a draw. Cer-  usual plan will be 2d3, 00 and
tinly there arc variations which @3, and in Portisch-Petrosian
<ome close 1o killing the position,  (1967) the then World Champion
sich as 6 ... 4157 €3 ¢68 2d3,  collapsed alarmingly quickly. In
but White akso_has legitimate  the 1974 Portisch-Petrosian game
chances to play for a win. This  Black developed his bishop, per-
chapter includes two defeats in-  haps more wiscly, (0 ¢7 rather

P
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pressure on the weakened queen-
side.

9 @t

“This i better than 9 ©ad c3 10
e cxdd 11 ¢5 25 120-0 e 13
el 00 14 @xdé e 15 Whs g6
with a good game for Black.
9 . a7
9. Dxed 10 xed 267 11 Wad
o612 ©a2 ek 13 23 bxa3 14
@cd favours White. For example:
14... Wb 15 Wxbs cxbs 16 2307
2c7 17 @xad Bab7 I8 2
9...¢5 10 Gl Dl 11 Bes
s disagrecable.
10 @6t

By exchanging on (6 White
weakens Black’s suppor forcS. On
10... 8816 he would continue 11 ¢4
<5 12 dS offeringa pawnfora lead
in development and active picce
play.

0 .. ot
1 e Le7
2 we whe

Natrally 12 .. 00 13 ¢§
followed by e must be avoided.
The alternative was 12 .. ©d7.

1300 28
14 &gS he
15 ahs o

e

There is something unnatural
‘about this move. 16 &x16 £x16 17

a5, as suggested by some com-

méntators, was quite strong.
6 . 8
17 483

Black has reacted in the proper
way. Taking into consideration
what follows, White should have
continucd |7 ©cd immediately. A
move later it will be too late.

"o exdd
18 Get

.’ . Tnet

Actively posted picces and satis-
factory material compensation
justify the exchange sacrifie,

1 fxed Dt

0 &es 00

Biack's kingside is apparently

weakened but there is no way lo
exploitit. On 21 23 Black would
reply 21 5.

2 zagl 208
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15 ... ¢, but he is counting on
meeting bd with ... a5

16 ge Rach

The last moment for ... S has
passcd. Insicad Black moves his
100k, and the ensuing b4 cramps.

Be7

17 ... 5 18 bXeS bxeS 19 s
would not please Black.

18 e B38

Better late than never, thinks
Black. Siil, the move does not
leave 3 good impression.

19 202 as

20 26

In ordec to punish Black's in-
consistencics, 20 bxas was called
for. 20... Bxa5 21 Dot Tab (21 .,
ad 23 Dxb6 2xb6 23 Wb3) 22
o &f6 23 &13 bS 24 @as is
advantageous to White, as shown
by Geller.

2 207
21 v axbs
2 owbd wWE

2 .. %a6 could have been
played immediately

3w wer
24 Zeel 226
25 W3 2bs
26 @ed o
27 et

27 &3 24328 Bal Txal 29
Hxal e5 30 dxes Wes 31 Zas+
17 32 Ga¢ Wal+ 33 kAl WbI,
as suggested by Suetin, stll keeps
the bafance for Black.

27... Wil 28 ¥b2 We7 29 Hal
Hxal 30 Hual Za7 31 Exa?
Wxa7 32 Ged WeT 33 Wa3 g5 34
W3 W6 35 20 &8 36 o4 g7
37 ¢5 We7 38 ied Wa8 39 Wal
We7 40 Wa3 WS 41 Wal WeT 42
Wed Wa7 43 Gh2 Wa2 ¢4 WD
W2 45 W6+ 58 46 Was+ g1
47 WT6+ L8 Draw agreed.

HORT-DONNER

Wijk aan Zee 1970
1w ars
2 & <
3 an ds
4 ae 2e1
5 kg5 00
6 Zel ho
7 &he Bes
8 Gx?  Wx?
9 3 o6
10 ¥ a3
1 W3 dred
12 gxed b

Solving his development prob
lems in the most natural way.

13 00 a7
et S

Having fianchettoed the bishop.
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loses 10 16 b1 Wxad 17 &bS W2+, White quickly activates
We7 18 6 Tb8 19 DeS WAB 20 his heavy picces.

Wia? @xe5 21 dxeS (Capablanca). s e
2% Wt gl
27 Weo wa3
28 Was+
2 27

That's it. With the fall of the
f-pawn, the game is hopelessly
lost.

29 . Wxad 30 Dxf7 Wdl+ 31
@h2 S 32 Wxa? g6 33 T
WS 34 207 Wgh 35 67 Ded 36
a2 e5 37 $rdS exdd 38 Kb8 Ol
39 Wxdd WiS 40 Txb6 Wxl2 41
W+ g8 42 T8+ Black resigned.

16 W

Reminding s ot Back sina ALEKHINEYATES

positional zugzwang.

16 . ars a4 af
17 &es 207 2o e
3 an ds
17 .. 836 loses to 18 b3. Qo i
18 ga s 5 285 [
19 a b2 6 @bd?
0 ©x7  Fach 7 Bel g
2 w7 8 ¥ Ee
This wins the exchange. There is no need to give up the
n . ot centre before White plays £d3.

Pl
oS vt mapodors
i st Corind
R T vty Goytiag it

o B Somies
Agtin he bt Trcaning Hoors e eR . Bk

2 i s
23 IxB  Zxd
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weak formation.

B 23
24 dn a5
Not the best.

25 ds Hxel 26 Hxcl Wgs 27
Wed exdS 28 WagS hxgS 29 LS
@e6 30 TndS 731 Bd6 Ze7 32
45 M7 33 Zb6 Black resigned.

CAPABLANCA-VIDMAR
Londan 1922

1o s
2 an a6
3 e I
i a0 27
5 265 @ba7
6 e 00
7 Eel o
3 W dred

Fighting for a tempo White

often plays We2. Vidmar errs,
because he can also wait, playing
useful moves in expectation of
3, as we shall learn from our
next game.

9 4xed Qi
0 Rl T
e

Today we know that 11 &et
Keeps the initial advantage. After
11 @566 12 g3 ¢S 130-0 exdd
14 BF5 WA 15 &3xad DeS 16
b3 xf5 17 &nfS White's posi-
tion is preferable precisely because
of the won tempo (#c2).

. 3

A typical mistake, worth re-

membering. Before the fianchetto
11 .. ©xc3 was essential. As
Capablanca himself demonstrated
ina later game of his, 12 #xc3 (12
bxc3 es) 12 b 13 W3 Zd 14
We2 a5 15 4 &b leads 10 @
balanced position.

12 oxds

Another_ consequence of the

tempo gain: White will command
the open file.
2 . exds
e he
Or 13 .. @6 14 s,
1w o
15 2

A nice little detail. 15 ... #xb2
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won CAPABLANCAROSSOLINO
White having limited Black's Paris 1938

A R
mareh. 3 & d5

w. o W

B W 3

Bhs H

ER 5

Ao H

Bie &

ew in

31 bs an

2 g e

1732 .. 42 then 33 @g6 and
h urther liberates the king.

» @7
34 et g8
35 ad1 ohE
36 afs Frod

This move s anintroduction to

dxcd and ... bS, an attempt at
carly action on the queenside.
Very occasionally, Black omits ...
16 and plays § ..dxed 9 &xcd b
immediately. In Gligoric-Stahlberg.
match 1949, White achieved better
play after 10 243 a6 1 ¢4 (with
B...h69 &hd inserted, this active
move is not possible; see the note
10 White's 12th below) 11 ... h6.
(on 1.5 there s 125 2d5 I3
3 Exgl  Exf6 xeT WxeT 14 dxes WS 1S ed
38 v Resigns or 14... @xeS 15 xhT+ b7 16
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9 xe7 Wxe? 10 £43 (or 10 xed
dxed 11 Wred Woi+ 12 Qa2
Wxb2 13 Ebl Wad 14 We2 ¢S,
with equal play) 10 ... a3 11
W dxcd 12 Rxed B6.

9 ad dxed
10 Sxed DS
1 @t

In this case again 11 &7
WA 12 o G316 13 6 €5
1400 exdd 15 I achieves an
advantage. Capablanca-Lasker,
12th match game 1921, continued
11 fce? Exe? but 120-0 13
Bid] 447 14 ¢4 Db6 15 &1 Be§
16 b4 let Black in a cramped,
passive positon. We can conclude
That . Eef 1 weaker than the
other waiting ines.

The move played by Alekhine
is not o forceful as 11 &3e7 but
stll not bad at al.

. s

Another typical mistake; in the
Queen's Gambit any sortof lasting.
weakness should never be permit-
ted. Due to the static pawn for-
mations and the lack of active
counterplay, such weaknesses are
a5 a rule fatal. Pachman suggests
instead 11 ... 6

12 Axe7 el
13 D2 b5
In the footsteps of Vidma

Necessary was 13 .. ©7b6 14 2b3
as

14 axds

Dominating the only open file;
with the pair of knights superior
10 Black’s knight and bishop, this
was an easy decision,

" exds
15 00 as

16 @63 at

17 Gk @xes
S WS
19 Exes b4

20 el 226
2 e

Since the exchange of rooks on
<8 will lose to an eventual B,
White has secured a lasting ad-
vantage.

u . Zeb
2B 53
2 b6

The exchange of rooks now
loses to @d3-cS.
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3 en &

Black s fiddling where he should
not. The pawn move creates new
weaknesses.

EN a5
Y

Ofcourse, after 33 .16 34 &4
pawn on ed is indirectly de-
fended.

3. B
30 Baxes

Black gets 100 little for the
exchange, but he has no counter-
play whatever and he probably
Iont patience watching White's
pawn avalanche coming down the
senire files.

38 des  dxes
3 a4 B
adl was threatened, causing
o lunther weakening.
V7 245 Hxds 38 exdS b6 39

el + $d7 40 16 26 41 EeT+ 6
4 ed bS 43 a5 Black resigned.

HORISENKO-TARASOV
1ISSR Championship 1961

1ode as
2w <
3 aa 27
i an 3
5 g5 h6

6 Rha 00

7 et
8 fxe? el
9 cxdS @3
10 bl exds
1 we3 208

‘This move defends the pawn,
Keeps .. @6 open, and has in
mind ... 5d6 in some situations,
making possible a further .. &e6.

e Seb

“The sacrifice offered by Tarasov
is not correct. Having learnt from
this game, Black today replies 12

dxcd 13 x4 Gcb, gaining 3
tempo by the threat of ... &as.
White continues 14 &e2 Gf 14
W3 then, of course, 14 .. 4gd
again with good play) 14 .. Bds
(14 W4+ leads o0 a difficult
endgame) 15 00 2e6 16 §e3
25 17 Bfel, after which he in-
tends &cl, cxchanging the bishops.
The better pawn structure speaks
in White's favour.

JERY)

Fine proposed 13 ¢5 b6 14 &es
as better for White, but the textis
very forceful.
[ dxed
R )

14 @44 15 B2 €3 16 2d3
245 17 Wxa? is no better. White
has taken much and can offer
some of it back.

15 =61 265
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comes into consideration. Iis good
side lies inavoidinga later .. 23,
but on the other hand it allows 13

b5 14 Wb3 #6, Afier the text
move, however, 13 ... bS would
fail 10 14 Wal

[E- o6

Rashkovsky-Belyavsky, USSR
Championship 1979, continued
13 23 14 Rxc6 &bS 15 BxbS
axb 16 e and White was bettr.

14 Txes bxcé
15 Zel 243
16 Fxes Wbz

Well calculated. Since his own
first_rank is weak, White lacks
one tempo 10 take advantage of
the opponent’s weak back rank.
Therefore 16 Wl was called for
with level play.
17 Zes+
18 @t
19 w3

248
abs

19 Was fails 10 19 .. 00,

9. Wab3
0 6w 00
2 g6

Plaskett loses several tempi,
helping his adversary 1o improve
the position of his king

a . 27
PR TN )
23 kert

Better was 23 e,
n . el
pry

28 @el was corret.
u o
2 1 e
26 ¢n Lat
27 w2 wbS
8 w3 @bt
2 @2 a3
30 &b abs

“The a-pawn s a weakness which
ties down the white forces. The
bishop and knight are stronger
than the pair of knights

31 &a a6
2 $2 ot
3 an an
3 ag

Not 34 &2 gad+
T 86
35 e a4
3 exds exds
¥ am
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35 wa el Black should avoid 14 ... 00 15
Sxh7+,

36 ... a6 White resigned. 15 ae
‘Two years earlier Polugayevsky

was defending the same position
POLUGAYEVSKY-MECKING  with Black against Karpov in the

Manila 1975 USSR Championship. Karpov
continued 15 We2 Wb 16 342
e as @18 17 Racl 0d 18 2c2 g6 19
2o o Ticl &e7 but did not achieve
3 a0 afe much. 1t was perhaps during the
1 e «a post mortem analysis of that game
5 e @ba? that Polugayevsky found th srong
6 an dret text move. From d2 the knight
7 Rt b can jump (0 ¢4 or 4, and what s
8 R a7 even more important, the white
5 e bt queen now has frec aceess (0 g4,
10 Gas o5 with quite unpleasant pressure on
1 e ads the black kingside.
2 Bws @
Boaws A 15 - o3
1 0o e IF15 @ then of course 16
204

A useful prophylactic move.
taking control of the square g5 16 We2 wis
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On 17...¢5 Golombek gives 18
6. Sl it was betier.

18 "7 P

Otherwise de2 makes possible
el with great pressure.

19 B @b
19 ... €5 scems attractive, but
20 &ed is strong, .
20 mes @t
21 b

‘White is 2 pawn down but it is
qite clear that his strategy has
triumphed. He soon wins back
the material with a superior end-
yame

. 2dbs
2 Ha b3+
2 el Zbe

24 26 b6
Zed+ is now threatened,
25 a2 &

his i an error. Trying to play
awtively, Rossolimo enters a trap.

2 dxes  Dodr
7 e Dxes.
8 " b6

(see diagram)

2 40 Resigns

lack’s back rank weakness is
deanive,

PACHMAN-ROSSETTO
Mar del Plata 1960

X3 as
2 6
3 @3 af
4 8¢5 L7
5 e 00
6 an @bd?
7 g o6
8 ad3 b6
9 & dxes
10 &xcs b5
1l 23y a6
12 a4 bras

‘The black queenside pawns are
shattered, but only temporarily.
‘The white kingis sulin the centre,
which offers Black counterplay.
andlater ...cS will rathersimplify
the centeal position.
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100 Play the Qucen's Gambit

commended. defending the pawn on 7 and the
other 10 d8 having in mind his
later manoeuvie ... Ed6-a6. There
s something slow in that srategy,
and something passive, t0o. White,
on the contrary, is following a
very simple plan. He prepares
403, forcing the exchange of the
dominant black bishop.

A .. s
2 in i
2 o s
24 Zabl a8
25 Qes a6

Now the potential dangers for
Black have crystalized. His queen-
side pawns will be under constant

16 w2
The only good move. White  pressure and any sort of ending

assesses rightly that aftes 16 ... will favour White. 1 do not think
Wic3H 17 Gxc and I8 Bhel the  that .. 30646 heips Black. Neither
ending is better for him, docs_the following exchange of

16 . s dueens.

17 Bhet s 26 Wet e

18 et 27w et

Oving 10 the type of pawn 28 Excd
structure we have, Whitc has time  With the queens off the ending
enough 1o finish his artifical  is far from simple. It s true, af the
castling, 18 .. £x13 19 &x3 Wxh2  black pawns are defended and he

20 e2 is advantageous to White.  has no weak points, but his picces
s . ares are passive and lack coordination.

19 bn 267 2 . o

20 g1 208 29 Tbet 9

2 @l E et
Black has invested several tempi  Black has spent two tempi in

in rook moves - he moved one to  bringing the king 10 ¢8. I do not
€7 in order o free the knight of  see the point.
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The Exchange Slav 2

11 #rcd Ded 12 Wad Wb6) 11
b2 12 237 Ral 13 Hxal
Wh6 14 RxaB Zxad leads to
mplifications, and a draw was
agreed in the game Bowinnik-
Trifunovie, Moscow 1947,

3 @d1

In symmetrical positions Black
s 1o know when to stop following
e symmetry. Apparently, now s
e time. After 8 .. £b4'9 BeS
WaS 10 2xc6+ brcé 110-0 rcd
11 Be8 then 12 Gad, while
11... ¢S is met by 12 &c6 $a6 13
Wid Wad 14 Dxad Te8 15 Dbt
and 16 Sfel) 12 bxc3 Te (12
Wxe3 13 Wel Whxcl 14 Tl 0-0
1513 h6 16 @xch led 1o a better
endgame for White in Botvinnik-
Tal, 11th match game 1961) 13 c4
0014 g4 266 15¢5 @ed 160 B2
(16 ... 6 is somewhat better)
17 20 Bes 18 Gxcd dxcd 19
d6 Efe8 20 ed White hada clear
wvantage in Bowinnik-Pomar,
Amsterdam 1966,

9 wat

Quiet moves lead nowhere. A
Spassky-Larsen game from their
1968 match continued 9 0-0 &7
10 ZeT 00 11 h3 ek 12 &d3
£d3 13 Wxd3 Db6 14 We2a6 15
Gl @4 with comfortabe play.
In Scirawan-Belyavsky, Brussels
1988, after 900 L7 10 xe6 brch
1 Bel B8 12 &ad (coreeet is 12
@S with equal play) Black seized

what turned out 10 be a winning
initative by 12... g5 13 £g3h5 14
b3 go.

9 @es Dexes 10 Lxes a6 11
&xd7+ Wxd? handed the advan-
tage over to Black in Arastasian-
Ivanchuk, Erevan 1989.

9. B8

1 think 1 was the first to play
this move. ILis based on a little
“trap” - 10 fxch Dxc6 11 Wxa7
W8 - where the pawn costs (00
much. T have also tried 9 .. W6
in many games, but consider i i
adequate. Ivkov-Marovié from a
197 team championship continued
10 i £g6 (after the game Ivkov
suggested 10 ... &gd, while 10 .
Sed is met by the unpleasant 11
Zel -butnot 1113 243 12 &xd3
Wxb2) 11 Dxg6 hxg6 12 ¢4 Bf6
(12...dxed 13 d5) 13 exdS exdS 14
00 87 15 Bfel &8, Here Ivkov
Lost the thread and after 16 Bacl
Bh 17 2xc6 Txfd 18 xe? Wab2
found himself in a hopeless posi-
ion. After the game 1 told him
that | was afraid of 16 &xc6, when
1'had no doubls White had the
better of it

10 00 a6
1 gxes e
1 gl &7
13 22

On 13 ¥b3 Black can reply 13
.. Hb6, or 13 WeB and if 14
@e2 then 14 .. &e2, but 13 Dl
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s Play the Queen's Gambr1

Sveshnikov.
n . @xes

To White's advantage were both
12... 2265 13 dxcS @xcS 14 £b5+
IS 15 §ad §b6 16 dcd and 12

£x65 13 dxeS Was 14 We2
BxcS 15 £bs+ &8 160-0h6 17
4¢3 @xed 18 fxed, Uhlmann-
Larsen, 4th game. In the event of
1326 140-0 ¢35 15 42 Zed
‘White can continue 16 4, moy-
ing the queen to the kingside with
advantage,

1Bodes g

13 .. Wa5 14 We2 a6 15 0-0
Lxc5 16 @S s not auractive
cither.

14 abst

One of those moves you play
without_thinking much and a
moment later you regret. We shall
see why. Let us add here that 14
©g5 W7 achieves nothing. and
that the natwral 14 00 i the
logical continuation, examined in
the next game.

"o w7

Perhaps it does not appear soat
first glance, but on <7 the black
king hasa secure refuge. A further
g5+ 16 is favourable for Black.
15 00 whs
16 243

16 We2 was betier

16 . he
17 et Thdg
18 402 8

It took some time, but Black's
king has found his fortress.

19 Zact

19 a3 came into consideration.
After the text Larsen proposed 19
2520 Be2 el

M . Tacs
2 o a5
2 Bfel wx8
2w @
3 @a

Black has achieved a fine game.
After White’s weak 23rd move his
initative increases.

n .. ad
24 s Hxes
25 Tt Oxed
% b3

As pointed out by Larsen, 26
@13 was called for.

% .. @1
7 &n 268
3 201 ors

Just in time to prevent the
freeing Red

29 wn et
30 4bs 7
31 a4 a4
R o4 e
E) el
34 wa wal
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] Play the Queen's Gambir

W2+ and 2xd5) 12 418 41713
€5 @5 14 @xds exdS 15 0-0 with
b1 in mind and pressure on the
kingside.

9 o dret
10 Bxet b

Capablanca’s smplifying method
with 10... 85 fals hece because
White i not forced to exchange
the bishops, and 11 33 gives
him the advantage

11 a4 a6
12 s

On 1200 Black replics 12 ...c5
(in Gligoric-Bobotsov, Zonal 1969,
without .. h6/ &b, Black unsuc-
cessfully tried 11 .. b7, when 12
2xf6 X6 13 Ged £d7 14 W2
615 Tdl ek 16 &cS was ad-
vantageous to White), although
1324 causes some problems. After
13 bxad 14 £1xad cxdd 15 Dxdd
&b7 16 2g3 White's picces are
the more active, while 13 ..c4 14
401 @S 15 Exe7 WreT 16 b3,
Eliskases-Rossetto, 1942, was clear-
Iy better for White. 13 .. b4 leads
into Alatortsev's analysis: 14
Ded exdd 15 g3 dxed 16 4T
ext2+ 17 Ext2 Be8 18 &d6.

In the sixties there was interest
in 12 b1, with the obvious threat
on the white diagonal. However,
12...65 13 dxeS @xcS 14 We2 Ze§
(14 ... Bicd7 15 2dl e8 16 Bes,
‘Averkin-A Zaitsev, USSR Cham.
pionship 1969, gave White the

initiative) 15 £x16 £xf6 demon-
strated that W7+ s less dangerous

than it looks.

In the 28th game of their 1935
match, Euwe played against Ale-
Khine 12 ¢4 and was hit with 12

@ned. After the only reply 13

Sxed and the sequel 13

14 fxe6 Ha7 150-0 @b6 16 @ed
2717 DeS B 18 a3 @cd 19
Drcd Txch 20 Des xcl 21
xcl 467 Black had the better of

it
n

The generally accepied 12

b4

bxad we consider later on.

13 @et

ECO gives as the main line 13
8106 gx6 14 @ed (5 15 Bgd ¢5
16 d5 416 17 dach fxeb 18 #b3
@h8 from Portisch-Barcza, Hur-
garian Championship 1960, assess-
ing the position in White's favour,
which 1 doubt is correct. In my

joh Capablanca plays the

B
4 Exe7
15 Axd8
16l
17 Bxes

Possible was 17 &ed &b7 18
26 fxe6 19 Excé dcB 20

2d6.
7o

Qe
@xn
@il
s

267
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7
Tartakower’s Defence

X ds reached from the Exchange Vari-
2 ot o ation, it would appear at first as
3 2a @f6 *  though Black has scriously weak-
4 ags &7 ened his pawn structore in that a
5 an 00 pawn on c6 can no longer be sup-
6 e he ported by its colleague on b7. In
7 &bt b6 compensation however it is much

casier to expand with....c5. Oftcn,

and particularly ater the sequence
BxdS ExdS9 e e 10 DS
exds (Fischer-Spassky; Petrosian-
‘Spassky, 2nd game) White will be
able to inflict “hanging pawns”
on the opponent, c- and d-pawns
unsupported by cither b- or c-
pawns. Black's pawns may be dif-
ficult o hold stcady, butthereare
often chances of counterplay on
the bfile, particularly if Black
develops the bishop to ¢6 rather
than b,
Obviously f Black can fianchetio _ Black is not doing badiy in such.
s queen's bishop, then clear open  lines, although the game Najdor-
e long diagonal,and then perhaps  Pilnik shows that he should not
fullow up with a well-timed ...c5, be in a great hurry (o exchange
I his development problems will ~ queens with ... Wbd-+. White can
live been solved with great case.  allempt (o keep the game under
T counter this, White will usually  still greater control by exchanging
attempt 10 close both the centre  the knight on  fora bishop before
nd the long diagonal witha timely  capturing on dS, thus forcing the
IS, I comparison with positions  recapture with a pawn. 8 We2. as

10
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Early 5 and Capablanca's Sysiem n

34 bgl ke 35 Tel Qxgd 36 16 @3 was
A7+ S8 3T 46 Hreb White  apier 16, b6 17 dxes Rxes
resigned. 18 DxeS WxeS 19 g3 4672000

Wi e s i

FISCHER SPASSKY By delening i Leiht o 16

12th match game 1972 jack will now be able 10 meet
S B e
o 1 o v

L e e
Ve S overcome his difficulcs
3 a4 afs 17 00 s
ie3 4 18 &x a7
s ag s 19 get
6 &b 00
7 abar
8 Tl o
9 213 dred
10 fxet b5
11 23 a6
12 as bras
13 Bxae West
o &b
15 e

This is evidently better than
Pachman's 15 R315.

5 . -

“This strong. move Keeps the
15 WS waspayedinancld T SR8 move Kepo

game but after 16 WxhS @xhs 17 HoAntase 19 - Ax it

et Dok st have epen, Y Unleasantand Blac' reply

In the Skopje Olympiad (1972) i

Rossetto was the sufferer in another n .. s

wame where, against Hort, he 20 kg3

e 15" £b7 1600 c5 17 o3

Wa8 and was punished by the gt (el 20 26 vas mo

sme 18 a2 dxc6 Eal 22 £g3 is certainly
Coming at the moment when  porce =0\ 22 !

the white king i still on el, the

text move is & natural solution. 0 .. w7
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102 Play the Queen's Gambin

15 .. Wast 16 042 & fails to
17 83 cxd2+ 18 e2 &d5 19
W8 e,

16 WS Exds
17 Exbé+ T
18 b1

‘White's king is secure now and
his material advantage must ell.
18 .. 6519 &2 ¢3 20 kd3 is
clearly better for White, but what
Tarasov plays is worse and his
position quickly deteriorates.

18 $xa2 19 £d2 6320 243+
£6 21 Ded €2 22 Bel ¢S 23 e
oxd4 24 Exe2 Wad 25 e4and White
had no difficultis in winning the
game,
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The Exchange Stav 28

There are no longer any good

37 .. &1 38 OF2 Sxg2 39 14
whd 40 Bb3 Red+ 41 2 B3
425 25 43 a3+ ded 44 Ge3 1S
45 &7 ad 46 Gas+ £hS 47 ObT
b1 48 D1 c2 White resigned.

PORTISCH-BELYAVSKY |
ilburg 1981

1ode das
2 o

3 @a a6
3 exds exds
5 & @b
6 &5
7 an 3

8 @es

Portisch has been playing the
Fachange Variation for years. Here.
e comes up with another surprise
or his opponent.
8 Yy
H .. BxeS9 xeSa6(9... Rd6
fils to 10 Wad+ e 11 Bb5 with
advantage) 10 Wb3 bS 11 Zel is
caser 10 play with White.
¥ .. 2b49 AbSteansposes into
an unpleasan line for Black.
9 &xes bxes
10 g2 ge7
Yusupov proposed 10 ... Wb6
as the best.

oo o0

12 Bt 5

On 12 .. Was White could
continue 13 Wad.

13 ans

An active move, probably pre-
pared at home. On I3 ... cxdd
there is 14 &7, while 13 c4 14
b3 26 15 @7 Ea7 16 bxed e5 17
dxes Exc? 18 ¢6 favours White
(Makarichev).

B a6
14 Gde 256
15 dws @S

16 Zxcs b
17 &ds W
18 a4 Sacs

Makarichev proposed I8...aS!”
19 Bfcl ad with possible pressure
on the white b-pawn. He is right
‘The text move has a point - if 19
el then 19 ... ¢5. Andersson-
Gligorié, Nikiié 1983, continued
18 . 208 19 Dfcl ¢5 20 W2 64
21 Tcb We722 Bxab Tabs 23 exdd
exd4 24 Ea3 Wod 25 Fdl d3 with
astrong initiative, but White could
prevent .. e5 by the simple 19 203

1 bt s
20 bxes

Black will evidently have prob-
lems with the passed pawn.

» . Wes
2 g 8
2 Wi

Since Black has 1o think about
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" Play the Queen's Gambir

13 @xad

13 Wxad can be met by 13 .. 5
or 13 b8 (14 Wxch Bxb2 15
Lxab Des 16 dxes £7) but not
13 ... @cS because of 14 dxcs
W3 15 @eS and Bach etc.

3. Was+
" aa b4
15 4xis

We shall soon sce the inade-
quacies of this move. 15 &c3, as
our next game demonstrates, is
correct

15 . oxts

16 Bes

This is how White intended to

keep his opponent in a passive
position, but he had simply over-
looked

1 . e

when 17 dxes fails t0 17 ...
L

17 an e
1800 et

On 18 .. xd2 19 Dxd2 exdd
20 et Wa 21 exdd T8 White
parries with 22 9as.

O]

IE 19 We2 then 19 . £xd2 20
Dud2 exdd 21 Wrch Wrch 22
Zac dxed 23 fxe3 RS,

9 . 26
20 Dot Sxed
2 et s

With the pressure on the aT-gl
diagonal, a potential pin on the
dfileand the threatof ...ad, Black
has fullyseized the nitative, White
should play We2 immediately, and
his next move s not the stronges.

2 b Rass
B wa at

prpy exda
5 et T
% oxd WS
27 ab3 s

Strong indeed. Giving up the
pawn, Black creates direct threats
to his opponent’s king.
8 W Ees

28... 26 should win. After the
text move White could hold out
with 29 Tcd £d6 30 h3 Wes 31 4
W2 32 ¥0.

29 Ec2 46 30 h3 Whd 31 g4
W3 32 Zef2 21433 We2 Wah3s
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Lasker's Variation 9

POLUGAYEVSKY-ENKLAAR
Amsterdam 1972

o e
ac) as
@ 27
an a6
25 00
& bo

Ihis move introduces another
“oncept: White has no intention
o1 wing the bl-h7 diagonal; he
wilry instead to create pressure
o the queenside and in the centre.

12 . @47
[0 b6

Wiack should have reacted with
11 5. transposing into a well-

known position with balanced
chances. This position was reached
in the decisive game of the 1989
Candidates match between Karpov
(White) and Yusupov. Black's posi-
tion soon deteriorated afer 14 &b3
€xd4 15 exdd &6 16 el $d6 17
eS 3d3 18 Egd. Later that year
Yusupov improved with 14 .
Ze8 15 dS cxds 16 xdS Of6 17
Wes Ged 18 Wxel Bxe? 19 B2
245 with an equal game, Nikolié-
Yusupov, Belgrade 1985

The fianchetto is somewhat
riskier than is the case when the
white queen is on c3; with the
white rook on c3, White's pressure
is stronger and the fianchetto
subject to dangerous pressure

" a8

14 .. b7 is prevented by the
continuation 15 e

"o o
15 dbs oxdd

Afier 15 .. Hd8 16 &6 Bb8 17
c2 257 15 £xb7 Exb] 19 dxcs.
Polugayevsky-Kurajica, Solingen
1974, Black had an unpleasant
choice between allowing Ddé-c6
and weakeniag his pawn formation.
However, in the 6th game of their
1984 match in Viloius, Smyslov
defended betier against Kasparov,
playing 17 .. cxd4 I8 @xdd 5 19
@IS W6 20 Bdi &c5 21 Hnds+
W8 22 Dgd 2e623 b4 Tch 24
403 @126 with equal chances.
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20 Play the Queen's Gambit

59 . '

Averbakh, a great connoisseur
of the endgame, found a hidden
way out: 59 ... g 60 Zad &h3
61 $cS 5 62 1b4 Txbd 63 dabd
46467 13 65 b=W [, draw.

60 e B2+ 61 bS hd6 62
a6 6 63 Zal Hed 64 b7 Tbd
65 elt baT 66 Ke8 Black
resigned.

A highly instructive game in all
its phases,

PORTISCH-PETROSIAN

Moscow 1967
1 d as
2 o s
3 exas cxds
) afe
On4 .. Bt S 414 Black was

able 1o enliven the position with S
€56 RxeS (6 dxeS )6 .. BxeS
7 dxe5 448 Ded Wbb in Yusupov-
Timman, Linares 1989. 5 &(3 is
simpler.

s an o
6 an o

Somewhat passive but not worse
than 6 .. 415 which we analyze
later. Judging from the existing
practice, 6 ... a6 is quite solid. In
the World Junior, Finland 1984,
I entered in my files the game
Wells-Dreyev which continued 7
el (if 7 &S then 7 .. ¢6)7 ..
@ied (with the idea § .. Bxc} 9
Fxc3 e5) 8ad 159 c3 6 10 Wad
6 with level play.

Worse is 6 .. Wb6 7 a3, when
7 .. @xb2 fails 10 8 ©ad WHS
9 4@

78 246

Bowinnik's try, 7 .. @hS &
g5 W6, would not have brought
Black relef if Letelier, Tel Aviv
Olympiad 1964, had continued 9
£bS, after which 9 . h6 10 &
85 (in order o justify ... hS) is
met by 11 &es with advantage (o
White

3 4

A quiet move keeping some
tension in the symmetrical position.
The aiternative way to keep the
tension is 8 243 0-09.0.0, Here9
- @xdd 10 ©xdd €5 11 g5
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Meran and Chigorin Variations i

2 Zds+  we
2 m 265
A pawn down, more resistance
can be offered in 2 minor piece
ending.

2 Exbs ks

2 g a6
0 abe e

3 s h6

2 20 @ .
B an

Well calculated. In spite of his
better placed king, Black must
enter a lost ending,

B . Wb

3 dwst xS

Or 34 .. xbs 35 @3

35 e 6
3 wd7 o5
7w o

Black can win the b-pawn, but
the king and pawn ending is lost
for him,

38 g2 Gicl 39 de6 043 40 S
Gel+ 41 hd G642 215 esa3
14 &c2 44 g2 S 45 N7 b4
46 M1 @e6 47 b2 Dbd 48 2
@a2 49 &15 Black resigned.

50 &8 wins.

KORCHNOIL-POLUGAYEVSKY
Tth match game 1977

Lo a6

2 a3 e
3 a0 as
3 as o
5 e abd?
6 &3 dxed
7 xet bs
8 2d3 267
9 00 b
10 e %)
1 oaxtsr  Dds
ERY 00

13w

In the third game of this match
Korchnoi continued with 13 ¢5
©47 14 2 16 15 AT+ B8 16
e W06 17 e3. The opponents
were following an older game,
Polugayevsky-Larsen, Palma de
Mallorca Interzonal 1970, which
continued 17 ... ¢5 18 dxc5 &xe5
19 £xcS frcd 20 2xb6 fxc2 21
&7 2ck 22 £d6 a5 with a fine
game for Black. However, when
the same position arose on the
board in his game with Poluga-
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Lasker's idea, based on 12dxes
DxeS 13 2305 cxdS 14 Wxds
@xf3+ 15 gaf3 e 16 Wes (16
Wa$b6) 16... Wb+ 17 We3 Bac8
witha level game. However, White
does not have to capture.

2 0o exdd
13w @6
1an e

In principle Black should"not
exchange his bishop, but given his
pawn formation and lack of an
active plan, it is understandable
why Stahlberg does so.

15 @g3 P
16 g3 ¥

In the ending White's bishop
und knight are stronger than the
black knights. Therefore this ex-
change is il-advised.

17 W6 @xis
18 ors Zaos
19 2 e
This is rather passive. Com-

entators suggested 19 .. &dS as
better.

20 wn ey
2 w2 )
2 Exds Dt
23 gl 28

23 .. g6 was better
24 mg 261

Bronstein correctly criticizes
this move. With the exchange of a

pair of knights, the relative value
of the white bishop gocs up.

2 Qx1 el
26 Bedt @M
27 Ead

‘The active rook on the dth rank
probes for and provokes weak-
2 . a6
28 3 T
“This should be avoided at all
costs. Black is enhancing the im-
portance of the opposing bishop.
of his own free will.
2 mM 9
30 Zhs
A fine move, blocking the
‘movement of the black pawns.

3 . @1

31
2 2

‘White intends f5, and must ficst

&1
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12 Exet

“This scems somewhat unnatural,
butit i in fact very logical. White
intends to form the battery £b1/
2 on the white diagonal and to
build pressure on the cfle at the
same time.

1 . Yy
13 &bt e
1 W "

A couple of years earlier I re-
member Bilek defending his king-
side with 14 .. g6, but 15 0-0 &b6
(or 15 ... exdd 16 Exdd) 16 Tes
exd4 17 Dxdd followed by a3 and
b4 was advantageous 1o White,
his dominant knight on o4 limiting.
his opponent’s options.

IS dxes  oues
16 xS Waes
17 00 se6
18 44 Baes

Black could force the cxchange

of a pair of rooks with I8 .. Bads
19 Bdl 2520 Bxds &xdS. but
21 504, a5 pointed out by Bukic,
preserves a small advantage.

19 gral s
20 114

Since the bishop_cannot be
played 10 ¢4 (21 $3+), Biack is
fow forced to loosen his position.
White is accumlating small ad-
vaniages.

. 8
2 S 2
2w
P Thes

Ivkov proposed 23 .. a6 as
betier.

24w w1
25 243 S
26 an Zed

The Crechoslovak master is

not_aware of the dangers and

again misses the opportunity for
a6,

27 ks s
8 as g

In order to save material Black
should have played 28 .. Exdd 29
Rxdd Tas. The text move loses
quickly

2 Wal a2
30 Hxed Hxed
3 bxes 7

2 207 Resigns
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The Fxchange Stav

5. was
16 W13 L6
17 @xe6  Txes
18 Zadl &ds

19 axel  @xe?

Averbakh rightly critcizes this
passive move and recommends as.
wronger 19 ... Wxel 20 @xdS
exd5 21 WxdS 3

20 e a6
2 as exds
2 eds e
23 1@

Why not the logical 23 a4
with advantage?
g wer
2 w3
Averbakh analyzes 24 Zfd]
{8 25 @ed Bxds 26 DeS Exd2
27 W7+ S 28 Hxd2 Hrd2 29
WiRE g8 30 D0+ Wxf7 31
W17 ¢332 WeT €233 wh2 Ex2.
2 . war
25 h
One more nice line mentioned
Iy Averbakh: 25 ed 2g6 26 W3
15 27 @S @hd.
25 o

s the natural square for the
Hlack knight

26 et 26
27 i @ds
2 @uds o

This intermediate move equal-

2 3 s

3 Ex3 Zas

3 37 s

2 8 8

3 1 as

34 Eee? an

35 wat b6

3% &7 axbt

Black misses the simple 36

wes.

7 Exbe  wes

38 #has  dus

39 axba b5

W0 ne e

4 g ga3

2 o7 s

4 me Zat+

“ g2 b1

4 2 )

% 0 )

9 o ke

B wed [

9 Ebs 7

50 T+ ke

51 ms &

52 b gxhd

53 phd s

54 b6 ofs

55 dd B
Not now. 55 .. gd 56 Hes+
@xhd 57 dicS T2 would draw
easily.

6 a8 20

57 wes a2+

58 g h2

59 Zas+





index-343_1.png
0 Play the Queen's Gambis

PORTISCH-POLUGAYEVSKY
2nd match game 1973

1 a6
2 aa o6
3 an ds
4 ds 6
5 e abar
6 &a dxed
7 dxes b5
8 ad3 267
5 00 b4
0 Qed

@ed s the standard reaction to
an carly .. bd

0. @xed

Playing against Peev in Vama
1974 Barczay twied 10... ¢S but 11
Dl g6 12 4 cxdd 13 Gxdd
&c5 14 @b WeT 15 We2 was
advantageous to White.

gkt &e?
12 od2

12 W2 b6 13 &xc6 BeB 14
287+ Wil offers Black enough
compensation but 13 £d2is better
for White. With the weakened
queenside the text manoeuvre is
very natural 100.

n . 00
[Es) 8

The key movein the position s
¢S,and 13... BcB docs not help

10 carry it out, Therefore 13

@f6 14 413 245 was logical,

although 14 ©ed thwanis Black’s
counterplay.

14 Gt o
15 20 ads
16 a3

“This makes the difference. White
opens the position just in time.

. as
17 da S

An error. This is exactly what
White has been waiting for.

B odes RS

20... xI121 bxeS 26522b4is
better for White.

2 bt Dbt
2 W8 Zhas
2 sl Exdl+
24 Exdl o
3 W Ees
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”

2
n
2

Played against 23..

@6
Sxeh
ot

Play the Qucer's Gambit

Sxes
Zach

s, when

24 @xc5 Ixch 25 Od7 favours
White, but 24 . &xe$ instcad

would be playable.

3.

2

an

e

24 W0 was stronger.

2
23

e

s

White no longer hasany advan-
tage. His pair of bishops has no

strength.

5
2
i
28
2
3
3t

Axes
20
)
se2
an
3

Hxe
28
Was
s
Wes
whs
&7

‘Showing tht the white b-pawn
may become a weakness.

2
E
£
3

s
26
243
wn

whe
o6
e
28

‘White should have taken oncs,

becavse now 35 .

245 could

have been disagrecable.
36 BxeS &xes 37 Rel a8 38

Scd Wiz 39 T &4 40 7
Bd7 41 We We2 43 2e5 Baz243

Wab+ $h7 44 Sxl6 gufe 45 WD
1546 g4 Wed 47 b2 g6 48 Dct
22349 Zal 2b4 50 Zel k751
XIS+ exfS 52 Tel D24 53 &2
2hat 54 2 W 55 D
‘xel Draw Agreed.

NAJDORF-STAHLBERG
Zurich Candidates 1953

1 a a6
2 ot o
3 & ds
4 4gs e
5 Dba7
6 an 00
7 gl o
8 ad3 dred
9 dxed  0d
10 Sxe?

10 @ed is now bad because of
10 ... Was+ or 10 ... f6 11 264
@7bs.

On 10 14 playable is 10 .. b6,
aithough one would prefer 10
@xc3 11 Zacd b6 intending .
2b7 and ...cS. Weaker s 10... 16
11 24 @xi4 12 exfa @6 13 b3
@ds 14 g3 with advantage to
‘White, Janowski-Capablanca, New.
York 1924

e?

‘We shall trn to 11 0-0 in later
games.

n . &
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Lasker's Variarion %

5 ags 00
6 e ho

7 &he @ed
8 a7 W7
9 exds  Gxed
10 bxe3 exds

Many grandmasters consider
e exchange on dS the most test-

¢ for Black. Its advantages and
rawbacks are clear at frst glance:
White vl be able (o put pressire

1 d5 and on the befie, while
Wack has solved the problem of
the development of his queen’s
Ishop.

e wds

Apart from 11 ... Zd8 (which
e will analyze in the next game)
i move of Bernstein's is the
mont common choice a this point.
ack rarely resorts o 11 ... 6,
We shall see that in this variation
o develops his knight to c6 and
puefers 0 defend the d-pawn either

with the queen or the rook

Afier 11 .. c6 there is no need
to hurry with 12 ¢4, which allows
Black to develop his queenside -
12... 6 (weakeris 12 . dxcd 13
Sxcd @7 14 0-0 &b6 1 el
@ixcd 16 Wxcd with advantage 10
White) 13 Tb1 @d7 14 243 dxcd
15 Sxcd xcd 16 Wxcd D06 with
approximately equal play. Much
better is Neistadts 12 b1 @d7
13 %43 916 14 24 with pressure
on b7,

2 o

Now that Black is forced o
take on ¢4, this move is good. 12
23 7 130:0cS would equalize.
.. dned
[ER T
On 13 .. &7 Pachman analyzes
14005 15 $ad b6 16 c4 £57 17
€5 We7 18 el threatening e6
with advantage
1 g

140-0 allows the exchange oncd
followed by a quick ... &c6 and
. &dS. White can avoid ... @a$
by 14 We3 (or 14 Wh2) when 14 ..
16 150-0 &b7 s Biack's bestreply.
. a6
14 ... b6, proposed by Bukié,
has yet 10 be cxamined in practice.
15 w3

15 Wxb7 @bé cannot be re-
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» Play the Qucen's Gambit

PLASKETT-YUSUPOV
Graz 1981

1 an as
2 e <

3 as or6
4 exds oxds
5 @3 a6
6 i &5

Of course, Black's queen’s bishop
is more active and better posted
on 15, but now his queenside re-
maing somewhat weakened. a fact
that White tries 10 exploit in the
carly phase of the game.

7@

It would be 100 early 10 probe
the potential weakness of the black
queenside by 7 Wb3. In an old
game played in Moscow 1935 be-
tween Kan and Dr Lasker, Black
continued 7 .. &a 8 Wad+ 2d7
9 We2 Be8 10 €3 b5, scizing the
initiative.

7. N

Since Black is somewhat shaky
on the queenside, he has tried
many times (o take under control
the square bS, playing 7 ... a6
However, after § @e he s facing
difficultics. For exampie: §
8 (worse is § ..e69 g4 &g6 10
)9 g8 247 (or 9. g6 10 ¢
Zxes 11 dxes Ded 13 Wad+ with
advantage) 10 13 (proposed by
Taimanov).

‘Also dubious is an early 7
b6 which is best mel by the
standard 8 a3, when § .. xb29
@ad 2 10 Wxe2 23 11 BeS
favours White.

8 &bs

‘The pin emphasizes the absence
of the’ defending white-squared
bishop and carries some threats
‘White used to play § #b3 bt

2649 £bS (0 9 a3 Lac3+ i0
bxcd 00 11 ¥xb? Was 12 Wb
Hab§ 13 Rxb8 Wxb8 14 Wal
Wacd+ 15 D2 Bb2 16 Zel B2
17 a2 &xe2 18 Wel ©as, as
analyzed by Dr Trifunovic pretty
much the same happens after 12
b2 Zabg 13 £ xb8 TnbY 14 Wel
Tb3 15 @2 Excd 16 Wdl Ke2)
9..0-0 100-0(10 xc6 fxcd+ 11
W) He 12 Wa Exch 13 Wna
&3 or 12 DS bxct 13 el Ded
13 Gxc6 Wa7 15 DxeT+ Wxe? 16
Wxcs ba+ 17 b1 Wab2 18 263
D2+ 19 el @it isadvantageous
10 Black) 10 ... £x3 11 &xe6 (or
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[ [RC I
e i E
ﬂ‘ iﬂ HE &
Y

Pretty and strong, Since 30
2196 ails 10 31 g8, Black must
live with the threat of Hf6. He

is now in a bind from which he  Now the knight must go to ad,
will be unable to extricate him-  since e is temporarily occupied
el 10 2a4 <

30... Wgd 31 86 253263 44 e a5

33 Gxdd Wxdd 34 Txg6+ Sxgs

33 g oh 36 W1 wgp sy Dlack has undoubtedyscieved
Wik s e T st something: by cering an ety
Soit %0 Shr Wire 41 sgs  pressure on the white centre

D i s oo kg
B oot wme s S ST

o the edge. But at the same time
he has weakened the diagonals
ad-e8 and bl-h7 and with this
UHLMANN-LARSEN Kingside.

6th match game 1971 12 oxes

[ af We look at 1200 in Tukmakov-
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9% Play the Queen's Gambir

16 Wit

Ditected against 16 ... s
After 17 b4 the knight has 10 g0
back.

16 . afs
17 Gl s
On 17 ... Bd8 Polugayevsky
intended 1§ 2.
18 Bt a8
19 Wes &7
0 4xd7 a7
2 Qat
So the knight will finally take
up its strangling post on c6.

a . 2de8
2 fe s

The threat was ed and GeT+.
2w af6
2w a6
25 a4 @8
26 Wes ats
27 Qes

In order to penetrate Black's
defences, White has to open the
cfile, and the moment is now
propitious. The black queen must
retreat to 68, otherwise While has
w7,

27 . wes
28 Wt Bxed
2 Exed  whg

There is more resistance in
Wds, as suggested by Polugayev.
sky.

30 26 bs
31 b6 wa
2 W+

32 Bxab is simpler.

2 . 2xa8
33 axbs x5
3 3ms  fe
35 @7 2d1+
3 wh 246
¥ 27

37 a7 is stronger.

n . wes
38 da7 2@
B =m0

Betier was 39 . @15, when
White intended 40 &c6.
a0 e hs
a1z an1
41 .. @bS also loses: 42 Tbs.
@ 43 Bb8+ we7 44 ToTr ek
45 Bal7 @c6 46 Ded Bxg2+ 47
®xg2 $x7 48 b etc (Polugayev-
sky).
42 Ba+ Q8 43 Des Zd2 44
g3 Black resigoed.

PACHMAN-DONNER
Beverwik 1965

1w af
2 6 )
3 a0 as

4w &7
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works in White’s favour, but the
exchange of the  black-squared
Inshops followed by the fianchetto
ol the remaining bishop gives.
approximately equa play.

8 00
9 i@

On 93 b6 10 @bS Black can
il wait with 10 ... 28

9 . ey

As long as White has not cast-
e, Black should not take on g3
For example, 9 . dxg3 10 hxg3
W6 11 g6 with the intiative. As
+ matter of fact, | do not like the
ext move much either, although

an be played. 1 would recom-
 following simple logic and
plying the developing 9 .. b6 10
el 27 11 0-0 and now, of
course, 11 .. &xgd with cqual
lay

10 Qes

This is necessary if White is
playing for a win

0 Axes
| odes  @d7
2w whs

If White had to meet this move.
Uy 13 #2, s Petrosian probably
rspected, then Black's queen move.
would_pay. Since Portisch has
wmething much stronger, 12 ...
Wh6 fails Correct was 12 .. &¢5
1V 201 b6,

13 0o el

Consistent, but one would prefer
13 26, admilting the mistake.

14 wht o
IS WhS

Too many important tempi have
been invested in the gain of an
insigificant pawn. White, betier
developed, starts a crushing atiack
on Black’s castled postion.

15 . an
16 413 g6
Or 16 ... xb2 17 Tbl.
17 a0 was.
18 2bs Dee?
19 &d6 07
What else?

20 2hd D6 21 Th3 b6 22 £16
Web2 23 301 D5 24 215 Black
resigned.

25 xg? follows.
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2

Play the Queen's Gambit

yevsky, Korchnoi played 18 dxcs
&3¢S and then the crushing new

move 19 Eadl

Sxed 20

Wxed Dad8 loscs t0 31 g5 and
2. &xed 1021 Bxd? 4o 22
507, 1s curious that Korchnoi,
analyzing this variation in £CO.
quotes the game Polugayevsky-
Larsen and asseses it as somewhat
better for Black, giving 19 £x07
W07 20 dxcS LicB s cqual. Did
he see the improvement. when
writing he text for £CO and then
keep some of the wisdom for
Rimself, as writersoften do, or did
e find 19 Had! later? The reader
might ask: why does he ot repeat
the variation with 13 52 Well,
because Black can play the sironger
17,65 18 drcS @xcS. Hence the
new atiempt, 13 We2. White sts
up threats, but | would point out
that €2 is not an especially lucky

square for the queen,

n
1

io
0

b6
28
o

So Black has carried out ... ¢S
after all and obtained a good

game.
16
1
18
19

19

dxes
add
)
g

this s better.

0

waz

gt
4

exdd
Fnes

Lxc was possible, but

a5

On 20 .. dc8 Keene gives in
Informator 21 W14, but 21 .. &g
keeps the balance

0 oma e

“This iscertainly an error. Black
allows 4 very strong attack on his
castled position.

2 Exs A

23 s

The exchange on g is forced

now and White's queen is trans-
ferred to an attacking position.

I hugs
UM W
5 s

The ending is also_better for
White, but the direct attack pro-
mises more.

5 26
26 Whe wis
27 fed

The e-pawn is indirectly pro-
tected and with the bishop on ¢4
Black’s diffculties clearly increase.
7 . a

It secms that Polugayevsky
pinned his hopes on this move
which immobilizes the knight and
50 prevents @g5

8 wrs

It must have been quite disagree-
able for Black to find out that 2
W7 29 WS 2a03 30 303 24
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26

28 g3 followed by drg2and pressurc
on the hefile. In any case i seems
 Black has acomforiable

1
8

Indirectly defending the c-pawn
and hoping to concoet some threats

i

Play the Qucen's Gambit

Hacs

on the long black diagonal

8
2
3

Black has closed the diagonal
and 31 BxesS fails 10 31 ... &,
Vaganian finds an active and in-
teresting solution

31
2
B
3
3
36
¥

With an extra pawn and the
quicker king Black has the better

of it.

Y
3
0
a
2

4218 $b3 43 £xh6 Lxad wins
for Black

2
3

an
w2

o
bres
Bxes
Bxes
Waes
265
el

ad6
2
218
)
ohe

Gae

s
a6
o

bres
s
Dxes
Zues
Wxes.
Zet

sxel

@
web
a5
et

b3

Planning ¢7 in order (0 510p
the passed pawn.

a . axad
44 i1 et
45 s am
B

Definitely a pointless loss of
time.

46 ... U4 47 g4 4 48 Sxf4 a5
49 el $e3 S04 de251 kedad
52 3042353 15 43 54 Rl ded
55 16 dS 56 e web 57 44
A7 58 &cd 22 59 Lal b6 60
5 hxgS 61 xeS .46 62 Sh6 17
63 g5 &7 White resigned.

64 who L8 65 g5 hS eic

BOTVINNIK-EUWE
World Championship Tournament
1948

1od s
2 an afo
3w s

4 Ba I

5 e aba
6 2d3 dxed
7 et b5

8 ka3

8 Re2 s rather passive and 8
4b79 ed bd 10 €5 bacd 11 exib
exb2 12 fxg7 &xg? (unclear is 12

bxal =W 13 gxh=W Was+ 14
©42) 13 4xb2 c5 1400 00 15
a2 cxdd led toadrawin Lazarey-
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The &4 Antack 27

was lost. The most ilustrious com-
mentators proclaimed his game
beyond hope. Yet some disbeliev-
ing Thomas started 10 think and
came up with 32 ... 4, the move
that saves the game.

33 De6 &S 3 WO Black
resigned.

KORCHNOLKARPOV.
215t maich game 1978

1 3
2 & Y

3an as

i &7
5 i 00
63 &5

7 dxs &S
3 W2

‘White vacates d1 for his rook,
at the same time preparing to
‘meet the potential pressure on the.

as-e1 diagonal. For some time §
a3 was in vogue. Gipslis-Marovié,
Zagreb 1963, continued § ... dxcd
9 sxcd Wadl+ 10 Exdl 26 11
243 Bbd7 12 &e5 bS 13 Bed
367 14 &xd7 @xd7 15 &b1 s
16 @c3 b6 with approximately
level play.

On 8 cxdS Black has ticd §

Was, when 9 dxeé should be
examined. The natural reply is
certainly 8 . &xds 9 &xdS exdS
which is in_my opinion equal.
in_ Smyslov-Belyavsky, Moscow
1981, the continuation was 10 &3
b4 11 $e2 2d6. Somewhat
better was 10 a3.

8 .. @
9 gt Was
10 a3 28

Probably prepared in_home
analysis, but it proves a mistake.
In the next game we shall examine
the correct defence.





index-331_1.png
B Play the Queen's Gambit

16 &2, when 16 .. BeS 17 b4+
&6 18 Wd2 proved dubious for
Biack and 16 ... &5 remains o be
tested.

‘A more cautious approach was
12... b8 13 26+ 4xd6 ldexds
W6, when White should continue
ither 15 h3 or 15 0-0, but not (as
given in ECO) 15 Wxd4 because
of 15 ... Dges.

17 e whe

12 . &bit 13 A1 gx6 14
@x4 loses the b-pawn and 12...
€ 13 fxg? g7 14 We2 WeT 15
00 2b7 16 Zel Wdb 17 Dhd
demonstrates Black's weak points

Black can play rather more
dynamically with 12 .. 2b7 13
fxg7 &xg7 140-0 0-0. In this line
Black sacrifices his sickly b-pawn,
but gains time (o set his centre
pawns in_motion. Hiartarson-
Ivanchuk, Tilburg 1989, continued
15 2xbS &5 16 ad ¢5 17 Bad
@e6 18 Tel 4 19 242 15 and
Black was well in control. Even
16 %14 is not enough 1o hold the
black centre: various tactics based
on the weakness of the g2 square
mean that 16 .. c5 is possible (17
@xes B 18 &g) WS) andafter
17 £g3 @e6 Black had full com-
pensation for the pawnin Sakayes-
Belikov, USSR 1990,

13 g7 a7
14 00

The most natural course s to

finish development. 14 We2 was
in vogue for some time uniil it
was found that Black can continue
14 00 ignoring both threats,
15 &xbS and 1 Wed, the latter
being answered by 15 ... (5 16
Wxal a6,

" . @

14 . a6 15 b4 is as pointless
as it looks and 13 ... 00 15 Zel
(after 15 We2 kb7 16 23S &x13
17 gx13 ¢S, as in Rabar-Fuderer,
Zagreb 1954, Black had full com-
pensation for the material) 15 ..
€516 &5 clearly Favours White
More 10 the point s 14 ... /b7 15
Eel 0:016 44 45 andalthough
Black's castled position is weak-
ened, no real advantage i attain-
able. There is no doub that Euwe
should have followed that line.

15 46 7
16 Eet

It is important to control the
square 5. Euwe’s 1dth move has
made things much casier for his
opponent.

16 ET

Black's position is extremely
precarious and his best try was 16
@xd3 17 §xd3 &x13 18 Brd
0019 Zacl Bact (but not 19
Bxa2 20 Be6 o7 21 W3 hs 22
S5 with considerable pressure).

17 zat
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xS Oxfd 16 exfd Ddd etc,
12 Wt
A year earlier Vaganian played
against the same opponent 12
DeS @eT 13 Wad but I3 ... 04
offered Black good counterplay
(on 14 Bfdl there is 14... &eds).
Karpov improves on this.
2 247
Giigorit thought 12... #e7 was
an interesting alternative.
13 B @0

13 ... 84 loses to 14 exdd @xdd
15 Bxdd etc

14 Wbt ez
15 Gxe2 gyt
16 Dedt

Iuis important that Black cannot
simplify his probiems with 16
£1d4 17 Exdd &x 18 gxi3
when his isolated pawn becomes
doomed.

16 .. Des

1”8 2e6

Perhaps passive, but correct.

Taking on £3 would be an error,

18 52 e

Black must oppose the threat
of Bdel and then &c7.

19 Zdet Bxe2
2 Zxe2 M

20 .. He$ immediately came

into consideration.
21w
‘White conceives a deepstrategic
plan aimed at weakening Black's
position. 21 .. a5 would go his
way after 22 WbS £d6 23 3.
a . Be8
2 G fxes

On22... Exe, 23 a5 would be
stronger than in the game.

3 s Lxas
24 W7 &b
2% 2

White's picces are more active
‘and his pawnstructure i superior.
“The threat of #17-+ cannot be well
parried by 25 ... Z¢7 because of
26 Wa6, On 25 ... We7 White in-
tended 26 Wb, Belyavsky defends
in the best way.

5 . wds
26 Weo 2e7
27 et 27

Black resists.

28 Ex7 W
29 &d3 e

30 &x6  Whde
31 Wes+  why
2 an

(see diagram)
2 o
Vox populi decided that Black
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Nei, Riga 1968

They used 10 play 8 &3, t00,
but with les efect. After8...b49
Be2 &b7 (there 510 pointin
36, ecause afte the further 00,
Eel and @f4 the bishop will
be out of place) 10 00 £d6 11
©040-012 5 05 13 Ged el
14 B3 %46, Peurosian-Fomar.
Palma de Mallorca 1965, Black
had equalized.

5 . a6

Now 9 0-0 ¢S 10 We2 would
transpose into the Queen’s Gambit
Accepied

9 et o

9...b410 Radcs 11 cS DdS 12
0:0 &b7 transposes (o the game.
Polugayevsky-Mecking on page
345. Of doubtful value is 12 .
exd4 13 Zel 2b7 14 @xdd when
14... $hd s possible with pressure
on the kingside. Balashov:S Garcia,
1975, led 10 a débicle for Black
after 14 .. g6 15 Wgd g7 16 25
@e7 17 et K6 18 Dxe6 with a
devastating attack
10 &

We shall see that later genera-
tions passed 10 10 dS, but at the
ime this game was played the
sharp text continuation was being
thoroughly explored.

10 exdd

10... @g4 is not well egarded.

The further 11 &1 (11 s il
12 Wxgd dued 11 Gt 7 i1 1
W34 g8 15 Wk o 1!
Qa3+ 17 Andd Wadl 1H Wik
Wed+ leads to i) 11 <l
12 &ed dbas 1) il
1453 6 15 Lxht 1are
doubs about the

1 axbs

11 G2ed @45 120:0 01
by . b7, . &eT and
Keeps the balance.

"o abs

11 @xes is discussed e
following game.

11 Ggd would be met by 1.
Wad 67 13 Dbxdd WH6 1400
265 15 b3 and the complica
tions favour the bettr developed
White. For cxample: 15 ... &x12
16 Bxl2 243 17 2a13 Rnddt 18
Eh1 Za? (18 .. &xeS 19 In07
a7 20 $rdT+ s 21 Red,
Euwe) 19 2d2;or 15 .. &xf3 16
hxgd b7 (or 16 .. 4xd4 17 a3
£xes 18 £63) 17 663 et. Inhis
sharp liné much commotion was
caused by the “impossible™ 12
. BgxeS 13 Dnes Dnes 14T+
(ia @6+ $e7 15 Oucst Tnch
16 &xa6 Zab 17 Wos WS 18
15 cxdS 19 b5, Speciman-
Ribl, Subotica Interzonal 1987,
favaurs White. On 15 .. 316, a5
in Miles-Kasparov, Basle 1986,
‘White's best i 16 Sxa6 D43+ 17
G 14 67 15 Oxa Oad3+
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8 cxds exds
9 Wat

Tt was Capablanca himself who
found the subtle 9 &b, which
makes difficult any advance of
the black pawns on the queenside.
We twrn to it later.

Tconsider 9 &5 asan interesting.
alternative, White's idea being to
continue with f4 and set up the
typical Pillsbury position in the
centre. In another of the games
from this match Capablanca played
9 &bS b7 but then continued
10 @ad, when simply 10....26 led
to an equal position.

9 . a7

‘We consider the sharper 9 .. ¢S
in the next game.

10 2a6
A logical developing move
weakening somewhat the black
queenside.
0. fxas
11 W6 e

Undoubedly 11 .. ¢6 12 0-0
W8 is more solid.

12 afs
12 00 was more cautious and
difficult to mect. White, with S
in mind, keeps the better pros-
pects.

2. s
13 s bxes

14 00 s
15 we ot

Black intends (o pressure b2, 50
this was a timely moment 10 sim-
plify the position by 16 e4.

16 Tral e
17 @

White has blocked the black
centzal pawns, but i is Black who
commands more space and exerts
pressure on the b-fle. 17 ¢4 was
stillcalled for, and if 17 .. d4 then
18 045 d3 19 DxeT + ik 20 W2
®xe7 21 et

7. am
18 53

18 We2 was proposed by some.
commentators as better. Not much
better though.

3 . Eack
19 bed dred
20 za axed

A natwural reaction. Black has
10 clear the way for his passed
pawn,

A B3 o

2 12
22 Bxcd loses 10 22 .. Be3.
2 . a
2 e e
24 am 6
25 24 27
2% @bs

26 Wel Bach 27 De2 was cer-
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56 Play the Queen's Gambir

B I a6
Bad is 23 ... cxdd 24 Hed.
2 e exds

Panov noted 24 .. Xigé 25 Wl
exd4 26 exdd when Black cannot
take on dd.

25 3a

Much stronger than 25 exdd
25, while after the text 25 .
Bgaisrefuted by 26 Hcs+ follow-
ed by Txgt etc; White will take
with check on d4.

16 %a8 5 . e

As strong as it is simple and % Exed  oned
natural. Lasker's hopes based on Wi by
s better development suddenly 8 wias  Di
evaporate. 16 . cxdd 17 Tnck M he e
Zach 18 00 leaves Black without 3 e 5

4 proper reply. Therefore Lasker 3w aba

sacrifices the exchange. “This i bad. Laskerlater pointed

16 . 20 out the correet 31 .. 56 32 hxgS
17 Exs axe 2et.
8B W0

ER )
19 Zgt 28 ol
Preveniing 20 Wxa7 by the threat ER

of - Bxedt. Lasker gave 34 242 6 35 914
2 wa '3 as winning, After the text move 34
u wn Wxed+ 35 Wxed 2ucd 36 32

followed by Ee2 should win for

On 21 dxes Black would pIa¥ 1L Black has something

2 . ed M s
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tainly better, but Bernsicin was 6 &3 00
feclingconfident. He had decided 7 Bl b6
that the advanced c-pawn was up 8 exds exds
for grabs. 9 Wt ]
2 .. 25 Sharp and rather risky, but as
27 xed we shall sec, stll possible
He should have repented and 10 Wes
retreated ol .
would take into consideration
7 .. o A
e o 10 265 £b7 11 0-0. I ¢

game _Hertneck Chiburdanidze,
» B after 11 ... 16 12 &xd] Dxd7 13
Sxe? WxeT 14 Wad Rlc8 15 (d1
216 16 dxes bxe$ 17 @ad 047 18
d4 White stood better.

1. 208
1 oGnas g7

Capablanca demonsirated a
other fine: 11 .. ©xdS 12 WxdS
20713 7 Wiac? 14 WgS WrgS
15 2xgs bt 16 13 2x13 17 g3
cxdd 18 27 Bd8 with compen-
Sation for Black however White
captures the pawn.

.. 12 BTt el
White. mlxm" 13 Wi Tbes
Black has no time for quiet

moves, and later analysis showed
that 13 . 2x13 14 gaf3 cxdd 15

CAPABLANCA-LASKER

Sth match game 1921 Widd @cS 16 2 Bbds 17 814
dé, as proposed by Duras, was
1 g s correct and would keep Black's
O e i e Bl
3 ot af6 N
4 2gs @bd7 14 W wes
s &7 15 4xls e
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22 axbd Wal+ 23 @2 gafd 24
Rnf4 e 25 S Wel 26 ke
gS White resigned.

SPEELMAN-SHORT
Wl match game 1988

1 oas a6
2w o6
3 a0 as
i aa Y
5 &f 00
6@ o
7S Rxes
8 w2 Db
9 a3 Was
0

0. 27

M Gurevich-A.Sokoloy, USSR
Championship 1988, continued
10 dxed 11 &xed 47 (11 ...36
hus been wied instead, but this
cems mistimed; in a game Ruban-

Kotronias, Sochi 1989, White had
the makings of a strong attack
after 12 ©g5 X7 13 hd ho 14 gd
b5 15 @ced) and now 12 g4 must
have come s a surprise to Black.
12 .. @xgd is hardly worth con-
sidering (13 Ehgl 15 14 &bS or 13

@f6 14 5g5, for instance) but
the more plausible 12...¢5 failsas
well (0 13 g5 extd 14 gai6 (6 15
84S followed by fcd and a tre-
mendous attack. Sokolov nervously
played 12.. b5, but White simply
snaiched the pawn with 13 2xbS
&b7 14 £d2. 12 ... a6 is more
sensible, and on 13 g5 ©hS White
has the choice between 14 £d6
£xd6 15 Txd6 BeS 16 22 Bxl3
17 4x3 Wxgs 18 Dt Wrs 19
SxhS Wxhs 20 Egl agreed drawn
but with a lot of play left in the
position i Gelfand-Belyavsky,
USSR Championship 1989,and 14
203 g6 15 ked Gxid 16exTd WeT
17h4 s+ 18 bl Viadimirov-
Bass, Matalascaas 1989, In this
latter game White looks to have a
promising attack in return for the
sacrificed pawn, but after 18...hS
19 @2 Wel 20 Sxg fxgh 21
Wxgb+ W8 22 WahS+ gl he
was unable (o find the clincher.
Black canalsoury 12... Zd. Wild
and unclear complications were
encountered in the game Shabalov-
Kharitonov, USSR 1989, after 13
4 @xgd [4 Ungl Eidi+ IS
Wadl D12 16 Wil &xad.

10

threatening to open up
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GLIGORIC-LIUBOJEVIC
Linares 1981

a1 as
) Y

We have seen the shortcomings
of the continuation 11 ... cxd3.
After the Karpov-Tal game players
of the Black side turned 10 the
older 11 . fxe6.

2aa w7
12 Bes 13 Wadbt deds 14
463 o8 15 Zd1 267 16 05

leads to_difficulties, Averbakh-
Szabo, European Team Cham-

pionship 1965, Afier 12... We7 13
0.0 Black cannot control the €5
square by 13 .. &6 because then
13 @dd s unpleasant (14 has
been prepared while 14... 2xh2+
is evidently suicidal). However,
simply 13 . 5, developing his
Kingside, working agains! the later
14 and controlling the square d4
at the same time, has been aceepted
as Black's best reply. After 14
g5 e we see that it was seful
1o postpone the queenside fian-
chetto, while 14 We2 @eS stops
White's €S, as in Suba-Vera
Timisoara 1987, After the critical
145 @xes 15 &4 246, 16 Ded
would be met by 16 ... &xf3+ 17
a3 Ly 18 Dxlb+ gxi6 19
#aab xh2+ 20 Ehi 0, whilc
16 £xe5 SxeS 17 DxeS WaeS I
Tel Wes 19 Ded Dxed 20 fxed
a7 21 b4 WgS, as in Korchnoi
Torre, Brussels 1987, brought no
more than adequate compensation
for the pawn.

13 00 e
14 Qg8

The natural continuation. The
point ¢6 is weak and difficult to
defend, whilst the kingispotentially
exposed. 14 We2 0-0-0 leads after
1575 5 16 ad bd 17 Gxds
435 18 25 to Whitc's advar
tage, 5o it seems that Black must
react with 14 ... &d6, when |
consider 15 @g3 favourable 1o
White.
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12T T
12 BxdT 13 Rxe? WxeT 14
axes WxcS 15 Ddd entails other
difficulties. Black has a weak iso-
lated pawn.
13 dxes bres
14 @ad
This is stronger than 14 &xf6
216 15 @ad We 16 @xcS xb2.

" s
15 dxis B
16 Bht

Blacks king has been exposed.,
and the 15 square beckons.

16 . 28
17 &rs &8
18 Wedt s
19 Wb

Buki¢ also considered 19 33
e 20 e4 8 21 Tg3 k16, but
saw nothing decisive.

o Zes

2 &3 a3

On 20 ... Wxb2 White would

have played 21 31 Wxc3 (21
W2 then 22 e4) 22 Bxb7 Wes 23
wns.

u o« ze8
2 @ ot

Now &dS cannot be prevented
and the fight is practically over. If
23 .. dxed then 24 &S We2 25
@b wins casily

23 ... d4 24 ©dS We2 25 Gxf6
Exi6 26 Wlo+ g8 27 WS+
h8 28 a2 BDS 29 Wik e
30 b3 Te6 31 WgS+ Lh8 32 b
Was 33 Edc2 Hgs 34 Wrd Was
35 21 2836 BxeS fxeS 37 WS+
16 38 @xcS d3 39 Exd3 Black re-
sgaed.
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would be quite acceptable

10 a1 a7
1 B2

In the 1982 Toluca Interzonal
Partisch played this move against
Balashov. Alter 11 .. Zd§ 12
©xd5 @35 13 ©xdS exds 14 2d3
16 15 0-0 &f6 16 Brdl &gd 17
b1 AT I8 03 6 19 WhS he
had the better of it But in Browne-
Karpov, Tilburg 1982, Black play-
ed the songer 18 .. &x13 19
X3 04, and Belyavsky himself
played against Ree in the 1983
European Team Championship
13 .. 12dS, equalizing Portisch's
move is difected againsi ... @4,
and White must have been sur.
prised by what followed

"o ed

“The sacrifcial idea of the Soviet
master Goldin. Black is convinced
that, with the white king still in

the centre, the initiative is wortha
pawn.
12 Gxed dred
13 Whed  Hd8
Bareev-Goldin, USSR 1983 con-
tinued 13 ...15 14 W2 e5 15 g5
xgS 16 GxgS 16 17 &0 ed, but
Belyavsky is looking for more.
1 w2
Stronger was 14 &e2. The king
must leave e as so0n as possible
Miles. himseif suggested 14 ¢S
Wics 15 243 15 16 Wed, relin-
quishing the extea pawn tosiabi
the position.

" o
15 dg ot

Again! Now after 16 dd there

comes 16 @xdd 17 exdd RgS.

while 16 @h4 loses t0 16 .. 5.
16 Wxet &6

17 Wi Tz
o2 38

The pin was worth two pawns.
19« agt

Excellent. .. 285 threatens.
» & @bt

The danger comes now from
the other side.

u B e

‘The final point. 22 g loses
©22... @2+ 23 $I2 AxeSt,
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An intermediate move aiming
10 avoid the pin on the d-file.
"o wa1
17 ... Wes 18 bxe3 00 19 &3
cannot atract Black. Gligoric
suggested 17 . Sxel 18 Qe
Lx12+ 19 12 fxe6, but in the
long run this cannot be good.
1B obxd  Oxed -
After 18 . Whdl 19 Zxdl
@xed 20 &a3 Black’s king would
not find refuge.
19 a7+
It is hardly believable, but
Black’s king will not find peace
on the other wing either.

9o dnd7
20 423 Zhed
U Tedt+ B
2o af
B der b6
2@

The desire to open the position
is natural. We notice that 24 .
bxcd fails 0 25 Babl+ c6 36
Fbd. On 24 .. e6 Karpov
intended 25 ad. Evidently Black is
in a critical position; the defence
is far from casy in spite of appear-
ances. In my opinion only 24
Jad$ keeps good chances for a
draw.

u . Bacg
2 cxbs axbs
% ad

“The kingisina most unpleasant
situation again. 26 .. 26627 axbs
£xbS 28 Zabl cannot be better
than what Black plays.

% .. 2cds
2 as a7

27 .. g5 does not work due to
2 Tacl 14729 &7+ or even 29
@hs @xhs 30 ges+ T 31
ae7t

8 244 Zeds
29 gadl 28

Now 0n 20 ...g5 30 &e7 wins.
30 %es ze7

Or 30 ... Zxdd 31 &xdds fol-
lowed by £x16 and 2d7.

3 mder  wds
ER- )

32 $a 33 LA is as quick.

33 Tdd+ $eS M D3+ Black
resigned.
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best form, was not a man to lose
his spirits defending a weaker

position.

3
36
B
31
»
W
at
2
3
a1
s

wis+
Wes+
W+
WS+
b
Wit
wn
Fxhs
wn
was+
b7+

e
i
o1
o
wis
wdl+
)
anes
Wi
et
w8

The losing move. After 45

et or 45

16 Biack does not

allow the exchange of queens and
can fight on.

45

BUKICKAPLAN

wha

Utjma 1976

1
2
3
3
s
6
7
8

9

an
o
a4
@c
285
&
el
exds
265

Resigas

a6
o
45
@bd7
&7
00
b6
exds

The key move in this variation,
Capablanca’s discovery was con-
sidered an outright refutation of

Black’s strategy.

10 .. 5 fails 1o 11 xd7 Dxd7
12 &xe7 Wxe] 13 dxS etc, or 11

Wnd7 12 fxf6 Rxf6 13 dxcs
bxeS 14 @ed. 11 Wad also gives
White the advantage.

After 10...c6 11 23 Black can
proceed with [1...c5. but 12 &5
keeps up the pressure on Black's
central pawns. IF he trics (0 neut-
ralize it by 12 ... cd then 13 Des
followed by 4 makes possible
action on the kingside.

1 gas El

Iis against precisely this move
that &S is directed. On 11

8 Capablanca-Teichmann, Ber-
lin 1913, continued 12 We2 ¢5 13
dxes @xcs 14 DMl Qxad IS
Dxad bS 16 Txck Wxck 17 &3
Wod 18 B4 with advantage. 12
b3 also comes into consideration.
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noggs

Aufist chis appears (o be quite
strong, forcing the collapse of the
black centre. Black has a fttle
trick though that we shall shordly

Bonsch suggests 11 xds, while
Khalifman-Kir.Georgicv, Manila
1990, saw White getting on with
s attack with 11g4 fc8 12 bl
AIE 13 @gS (13 65 OhS 14 263
0c7 15 eS e 16 ke2, Gelfand-
Helyavsky, Linares 1990, aso looks.
promising) 13 ... @c7 [4 ha g6 15

hS %7 16 246 with pressure
against the king. But in Gelfand-
Belyavsky, Linares 1991, Black
gained the initiative after 12...bS.
13cxbs @e7 14 012 W8 15 b3
@ea.

"o e
12 Exfs ads
13 cxds

So White has won 2 pawn?

L @01

No. Black hassacrificed a pawn!
‘There are many open lines, and
not a few of these lead directly
towards White's king. I is itting,
that the white king should prove
to be in danger occasionally in
such a variation; the real surprise.
is how often the king is safe. But
not here.

14 &t Zacs
15 dves  dxes
16 &xes Txes
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Afier 11 @ed Black has several
s, of which we consider 11
&5 (Najdorf-Stahlberg), 11 .. b6
(Alekhine-Maraczy) and 11
@5f6 (Alekhine-Lasken. 11
@506 has maybe the best reputi-
tion, but as our ilustrative game
shows, Black must sill

fully to ensure that Wi
superior mobility is not suddenly
converted into a biistering attack.

On 110-0 Black should take the
opportunity to exchange another
pair of picces; 11 ... £5b6, as in
Capablanca-Kan, allows White
o maintain successfully the central
tension. 11 .. @xc3 12 Zxe3 c5
13 Dxes @xeS 14 xS WxeS 15 14
was spectacularly successful in
Euwe-Thomas, but Black could
have equalized with 15 ... Wb,
13 We2 is more_common, and
after 13 ... ed 14 B2 White was
able 10 develop a queenside initi-
ative in Vidmac-Fine. 13 ... exdd
is possible, but Marovié-Tsagan
illustrates a trap well worth know-
ing.

In this chapter we also examine
various miscellancous lines invol-
ving 7 el c6 or 7 Rd3. 7 2d3
can be logically met with cither
7... ¢S (Botvinnik-Vidmar) or 1
dxed 8 Lxcd c5 (Spassky-Darga).
In each of these games Black lost
tenable positions through the same
basic strategical mistake of neg-
lecting 10 offer the exchange of
dark-squared bishops in an solated

queen's pawn posiion, Capablanca-
Vidmar and Alekhine-Yates both
saw Zel c68 We2: cither§ .. a6
or 8 . @ed would have been
more appropriate than Vidmar's
8. dxcd or Yates's 8 ... Ze.

Possibly the most important of
these miscellancous lines s 7 Bl
68 2d3h69 2hd dxed 10 &xcd
b5 11 243 a6

Afier 11 ad, attempting o break
up Black’s queenside pawns, the
appropriate reply i not |1 ... bd,
as in Capablanca-Rossolimo, but
rather 11 ... bxad followed by a
timely ... 5, simplifying the posi-
tion and giving Black free piece
play (Pachman-Rossetto, Fischer-
Spassky).

BOTVINNIK-VIDMAR
Nottingham 1936

1o o
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the queenside with . dxcé and ..
b5, looks more combative, Afler
11 cxds exds 12 bl (12 g5
6 alows White to dent Black s
pawa sructure, but perhaps not
much more than that) 12... &e6
Ubilava suggests that White has
nothing better than to_ accept
equality after 13 Wad Wxad 14
Txaé £a. The anempt o attack
would rebound after either 13
&d3 ack 14 &g5 (pointless) 14

16, when Black was already
much better in Conquest-Ubilava,
Toilii 1985, or 13 b4 &xbs 14
axbd fxbd 15 £a2 Tack 16 Wb2
Ha) 17 a2 205+ 18 wal T2
winning (Ubilava)

10 - 27 is our next game.

1o
Quite consistent with queenside

castling, and clearly seizing the
initiative.

"o zds
n oW
A good waiting move, narrowing
Black’s choice.
n . a6
2 ... dxed came into consider-
ation but again this would lead
10 a somewhat passive position
for Black,
13 0 o
This will lose, but 13 ... 247,
played in another Gurevich game,

looks dubious as well. 13 ... bS,
with the idea of meeting 14 §5 by
14 .. bxcd or of opening the posi-
tion for counterattack after 14
cxb, fails 1o 14 cxdS Bxds (i 14

€xd5 then 15 @b3) 15 xds
Tads 16 &bl

14
15
16
n
13
19
0

I
@by
@uds
exds
axco
fed
@bl

2
e
xds
extd
fed
L5

The mist has now cleared, and
Biack has nothing to show for the

exchange.

2
2

ot

bres

Finding a good target

2
2

2

hn

a7
an

Ze7 was essential here in

order 1o prevent what follows.
3 Wet
on 23 .

his queen.
24 b7 6 25 e4 526 €5 RgT

27'¢6 Black resigned.

@

267 White will
conclude matters by sacrif

KLINGER-BONSCH
Linz 1990
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"o o

A year carlier i Vebas, Yusupov
defended this position against
Gligorit with 14 .. @cS 15 4 ho
1665 043 17 13 0-0.0,seing
astrong niative but Whie could
evidently play beier. For instance:
15 Me2h6 16 0h3 46 17M4c5 18
ad

15 Wi .

Very good. Wh3 s intended,
which is unpleasant anyway and
has the added advantage of in-
validating ... h6.

15 a5
16 Wi e

The king has been forced to
femain in the centre, where it is
well protected for the moment,
but the exchange of pieces will
unavoidably reveal the bad side
of his situation.

17 an

‘White gives up a pawn butonly
temporarily.

7o be
18 Ge Dxed
19 Gedd Wb
20 Rxed  Rued
20 Wgd Sxdd
2 et 26
23 et Tach
24 gt

“The position has been simplifid.
White has recaptured.the pawn,

and Black's rook has entered the
game. But the ¢6 weakness hix
remained, a detail which should
not be neglected.

u . Shes

5 s e

2 Fadl  WhS

A good defensive move.

7 3w 13
B se eds
29 Ba e
2 b as

ER s

Black has managed to parry the
threats, but here he should have
played the modest 31 _. &S, Time
trouble and its usual consequences

2 wer w7
3w as
PR a0

35 Qxed Txd2 36 Wad2 6e737
i3+ Gxd8 38 Wndd Gp6 39
W3+ Black resigned.
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Early £d3 and Capablanca’s System

Capablanca’s Systemis charac-

terized by the followi

1
2

3 00
4 2e8
5 an
6 a
7 Bal
8 243
9 fxed
0 &xe?

ingsequence:
as
o
are
@bd?
267
00
o
dres
ads
Wre?

Black concentrates firstly on
building a rock-solid position in
the centre (7 .. ¢6), and secondly

E

on relieving some of the tension in
the position by exchanging black-
squarcd bishops. In the diagram
position Black sill gives the ap-
pearance of being rather passive,
but he is preparing to break with
5. o in some variations ... c5.
White is ahead in development
and his position is much freer at
the moment, butt i very difficult
for him 10 make progress as Black's
position has no real weaknesses.
This system was much used in the.
thirties in important_games in
which Black's main priority was
0 hold the game stcady and stop
White from building up any sort
of dangerous initiative; the draw-
back is that it then becomes difficult
for Black bimself 0 play fora win.

White has (wo main choices
from the diagram; cither o prevent
exchanges and maintain the teosion
with 11 @, or to castle,allowing
Black to exchange knights and
even o play ..¢5 without 0pposi-
tion, but leaving a position where
White hopes to make use of his
slight lead in development tostart
an attack.
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8o

An fine sealed move. White's
King comes 1o help. while the
knight on c5 is taboo, which
makes the ending virtually hope-
less for Black

o . ext3t
4 bn en
45 T el
46 w3

46 ¢4 was winning, too,

king joins the other picces with
decisive effect.

19 ... hxgd+ SO hxgd Ge7 S1
Lg8 fgd+ 52 dagd 17 53 BeB
246 54 ¢4 Tyl + 55 S5 g4 56 ¢5

B+ 57 dhed el + 58 $d5 a1+
59 2d3 Bxdd+ 60 wod Black
resigred.

PORTISCH-BELYAVSKY
Moscow 1981

1w o
2 g ds

3 & &e1
i an o
5 &f 00
6 o

7 dwes kxS
8 W2 Do
5 a1 was
10 a3 L7

In the 23rd game of their 1978
Baguio match, Karpov had already
turned o this logical move against
Korchnoi.

T o
12 %gs @
1 2 was

Karpov played 13... b6, when
14 £xf6 16 IS &S Wds 16
243 g6 17 exdd Dxdd I8 Drdd
exdé 19 Bxio+ W6 20 0-0 kept
some advantage.

1 g s

Geller's idea and undoubtedly
an improvement. Farago-Geller.
Novi Sad 1979, continucd 15 0-0
416 el feb with active play
for Black.
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oaxks oS

A surprisingly tough and resi-
lient defence. On the basis of &
decades-long theoretical debate
we can affirm that the text move.
is Black's best choice in this
position.

12 @ axbs

The straightforward 13 &x05+
fails 10 do any damage 10 Black's
defence. For example, 13 .. £d7
14 &xd7+ @xd7 15 Drd7 &b+
16 842 Was 17 a3 4xdd+ 18
Wrd2 Ixd7 19 Wxas Bxas fav-
ours Black. Or 14 &xd7 Was+ L5
202 WNbS 16 OxE ExfB (after
16 .. Exf8 17 ad grabbing the
pawn would be dangerous, the
king being in the centre) 17 ad
x02 18 0-0 Bed 19 WD 15 20
&F4 Wed and Black achieved a
good game in Pinter-Tukmakov,
Reggio Emilia 1988. 13 0-0 $d5
14 We 226 also offers White no

advantage. 15 ad s simply ignored
by 15 .. 246 16 axb5 &b7. Capa-
blanca chooses the continuation
pamed after_the late Swedish
grandmaster Stahlberg,

ERT) s

Levenfish clearly sces that 14
e b7 leads ovt of danger, but
e fails (0 notice that 13... &b+
14 02 (or 14 11 95 15 Bxds
D5 16 805+ ) 14 Do
(now 14... Was 15 xds &xds 16
xbS+ 7 fails 0 17 21 &es
18 et 6 19 Zxdd kxdd 20
Hxdd e 21 Bad)does the same.
In'game 8 of he 1951 Bronstein-
Botvinnik match, play continued
15 @6 267 16 &1¢ 4617 Oxdé
La73+ 18 3 Bl 19 &xbSt
7 with an cqual game. On 15
W the replyis 15 .. Wdb, while
15 4g5 b7 16 3bS+ Ge7 17
o Qa6+ 18 Sl WaS invites
trouble
1 00 b
15 a0

Black s behind in development
and must proceed with caution
here. Capablanca. demonstrated
15 206 16 W+ &7 17 Oaf.

15 .. 27
16 Siel o0
17 w3

Now that Black has castled his
King feels somewhat exposed.

[ 25
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17... Bed Bowinnik demonstrated
a beautiful blow - 18 D17 &xf7
19 Rdel, and Black collapses on
the white squares,

" . Tes
86 s

To accepta backward pawn on
6 is not much of an i

V.Panov pointed out two vari-
ations at his point which arc worth
mentioning because they give an
idea of the difficulties Black is
facing 19 .. Ge7 20 Tdi] @b6
(20 .26 21 ©f7 Tnf7 22 krds
£S5 23 Tnf7 RxgS 24 Wb cic)
21 Whd ©bdS 22 @xf7 Exf7 23
$xdS &xdS 24 T Rxgs 25
WigS winning. The pressure on
the (file and the 22-g8 diagonal
has become intolerable. Black’s
next move docs not help cither.

A nuclear attack follows .
.. wis
2 B Bxf7
Ul s
2 Exds Web
23 uds wei
24 50 Resigns

Ttis the day after.

SPASSKY-DARGA
Beverwijk 1967

1ode o
2 o o
3 @ das
4 a5 &7
5 e 00
6 an @od7
7 & dxcd
8 Bxed o
9 00 a6

9 .. b6 10 We2 &b7 11 Trdl
oxdd 12 xdé is advantageous to
White, The move chosen by Darga
is in my opinion the best try.

10 a4 oxdd

I remember that Rubinstein
recommended in one of his com-
ments 10 ... b6 11 We2 267 12
A (in case of 12 Zacl Black
would free himself by 12 .. £d5)
12... We7, but 13dSis unpleasant.

Before taking on 4 Black some.
times interpolates .. h6. Darga
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1 oa o
2 &g @4
Black's initiative s scemingly

very strong, but it dwindles in a
couple of moves.

13 Wbl afs
1 i ot
What else?
15 ga @xeat

16 Wx2  Was

As bad as it looks. 16 .. dxed s
a must

17 axds e
18 @3
Karpov_probably took into
consideration only 18 &xdS, when
18 . WgS gives real counter-
chances
"o 6
19 S5 Res
Betier was 19 25 20 D4
2xdd 21 Bxdd Wes.
20 Qa4 28
20 xes
1t was better 10 take on 5 or
play 21 4
A . WxeS
2 oM Wi
2 00
23 @xed would be met by 23
. b5. To finish his development s
Togical

B . Bxed
u ga wes

24 .. ¢ was more natural.
25 g3 a6
26 b3 bs
7w

Biack has kept his fook in an
active position, but at the price of

a pawn.

7
b
2
3
3
2

was
Tnds
axbs
zd8
Bag

b
s
20
a5
Zab2
"

32... Bb3 does not help because
33 85 hreatens mate.

n
3
3

uas
Bag+
@ad

a4
g

On a4 the knight is excellently
posted. supporting his_passed

pawn.
s Boi+
3% g2 246
3 Zare s
38 b6 an8
3 Za e
It was surely vital to prevent
acs.
40 a5 206
an b7 Iy

Played in order to prevent Bd8.
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A quier, disagrecable move, 2 W
Keeping Black's king i the centre. - o
17,001 refuted by 18 awhr+  Black’s king has ot found

ace in the middle of the board.
and 17... 23 18 $xf300by 19 frnce 0 !
Sxh7+. Black’s next move is an  \V1atever happens, Euwcloses his

attempt 10 climinate the threats. Queen.
Do, Bey B

The exchange of the dark-
squared bishop will further wgak-
en Black’s position. On 18 ... 0-0

24 ... W6 25 Txb7 d3 26 Fa?
loses even more quickly.

Botvinnik suggested 19 xg7 Sxg? 25 el 245
20 §S @xd3 21 Wxd3 Eh8 (not 26 WxeS 13
21 .6 22 ZcT+ WxcT 23 Wedt 27 Wed Red
IR T ek NS -
e R
30 wa )
e, b B e
2 en &
19...0 ocs the v s
§ £
0o ow aw
D e mewd by % M Rewsm
21 #xdd 16

CAPABLANCA-LEVENFISH

W e B Mosowion
WrE @ WA L as
W AKX 7 2 o I
WAG T W e w
v K w 5 @ abar
i mw @ S W
B B AR shS
-] & 05 Gt






index-66_1.png
Early &3 and Capablanca's Sysiem o

2 a0 as
3 4 ats
183 s
5 &gs
50
7 4d

A relatively rare move at this
point. As 2 rule White prefers to
wait with 7 Zel, when carrying
ot the freeing ... ¢S is not so easy
n here.

7. &

7 .. dxcd usually transposes
to the text. 7 .. b6 is possible,
wlthough 8 cxds transposes into
punitions favourable to White,

3 00 exda

9 exdt dned

10 xcd Db

Here, or even carlier, .. 26 was

hetter, provoking ad which weak-
ens White's pawn structure.

n oan 247

After 11 .. &b95 12 @2 Black
isin difficuities. 12 b6 13 &xdS
favours White. 11 .. &fdSis some-
what better but still ao_uphill
siruggle after 12 &xe7 Wae? 13
Zel B8 14 W2,

12 e ands

Botvinnik gave 12 .. &S as
cortect. Offering exchangss, Black
would simplify the position. Afier
the text move, however, White's
space advantage rapidly acquires
disquieting proportions.

13 &es Se6

14 Tadt abd

Again a wrong decision. Black
vacates d5 for his bishop in order
1o bring about exchanges, but he
chases the white queen 10 a very
active position. 14 ... c8 seems
to me the natural response.

15 why 245

16 GxdS  Obuds

For the sccond time in the game
Vidmar plays the wrong knight!
16 .. @fxdS was clearly betier,
diminishing the pressure on the
kingside.

"o

Now it is quite clear why ..
Bixds was correct. Black would
have been able (o prevent 15, which
he cannot now do because 17

618 216 Ec§ 19 2ad wins. On
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3 Wb Wal+

2 w1 Wadl+
27 gt Exad
n 0 Bxbd
2 wn 262

The king has finally lft cf, but
the unfortunate bishop is now
pinned on the rank.
30 Ehel “
3 w0
On 31 243 the game would take
a similar course.

a . s
2@ @g1
3 D47 Deb
3 Zed

I is as if everything were in
order, but the black knight finishes
s impressive manocuvre with a
winning sacrifice

3 @

35 Bl
3 Txb7

2

e

Now the weakness of thesecond.

rank decides.
3

30+ 37 gl T2+ 38

@il Txhz+ 39 dgl Ebg2+ 40
M1 2 41 gl Thgd+ 42 WAl

and Whit

easily.

resigned.
42 .. B2+ and

. B3 wins

MILES-BELYAVSKY

Wik aan Zee 1984

o
2
)
an
4
a
dxes
w2
a3

<
as
a6
261
00
o
£xes
acs
a5

Ceding the centre by 9 ... dxed
10 ixed We fails to bring any
comfort after the further 11 RgS
and a_most_uncomfortable.pin.
Capablanca-Yates, Hastings 1929,

continued 9

6 10 2306 Wxd

11 Td1 248 12 42 We, but
after 13 cxds exds 14 00 &es
15 Wad Zacs 16 £dd the isolated
pawn in the centre became a lia-
bility. 9 ... We7 comes more into

consideration.

10 341 Za8 11

&85 (or 11 2e2 h6) 11 ... dxcd
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£e7 13 0:0 s correct. White does
fot have to fear 13 .. bd 14 O]
e 15 2c2. After the further 3
and (eventually) e5, Black's king-
side may become vulnerable.

0 . o

‘We twrn our atiention to 10 ..
e later.

1 dxes

On 11 &e2 Black has a nice
choice - 11 .. &cS, 11 .. &b6 or
simply 11..¢5 120-0 &c5 13 b3
exb3 14 2xb3 Zb8. Afier .. cd the
blockade is sound.

n . extd

‘We shall deal with 11 .. fxe6 in
the next game.

1” e

Nothing could be more natural,
yet in Seirawan-Korchnoi, Bar.
celona 1989, White introduced a
shock gambit line with 12 exf7+
af7 13 65 We 18 QgS+ e 15
0. Korchnoi kept his head and
won after 15 ... &xes 16 Zel ho
1714 hogs 18 Enes Wres 19 e
e+, when White was forced to
play 20 &ed.given the alternatives
of20 11 Fxh2and 20 whi Do
17 ged would have kept the
position very unclear, but there is
much 10 be said for Karpov's
carity

7. a7
(Y

13¢5 @45 14 Wxd3 Dxcd I
Wxed b7 is quite acceptable for
Black, although he s a pawadown.
Much more attention was paid o
13 @eS but 13 ... §d4 shatters
illusions. Also good is 13 .. Wel
14 @xd3 f 14 414 then 14 ..
Bred) 14 .. b4 15 G2 Wred 16
00 267 17 g3 WO

5. a7
14 e

14 5 used to be played with
suceess, but in Gavrikov-Cherni
USSR Championship 1957, Blaci
kept he balance afier 14 .. &e715
€5(1S Hel, in order o prevent 15...
e, fails o achieve an advantage
after 15 ...0:0 165 2gd, when the
-pawn becomes weak) 15 ... @ed
16 2xeT dxel. But the text
is strong. 14 . bd would be met by
15 85, and i 14 .. ke then 15
€5 @5 16 G4 threatening Bxd?
and @d6+ gives a clear advan-
tage

u . abe
15 Ges
Now 15 ... Wd4 16 ©xd3 Lxcl
17 bxe3 Wied 18 &b2 evidently
favours White
15 . Weo
15 .. WeT 16 Dxd3 Rxcd 171
bxe3 0-0-0 18 13 is clearly better
for White.
16 Gl g
7 o
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15 exdd

Earlier this move was regarded
with suspicion because after 15 ..
24, 16 dxe$ fails 10 16 ... axb3 17
Wib3 &d7. However, Portisch
had prepared something elsc

In his 6th match game against
Habner in 1980, Korchnoi tried
15 xf6 2xf6 16 00 a4 17 DS
WS 18 @3xad e7 19 bs Wa7
‘and Black had enough counterplay.
On 15 @ad the bestis 15 ... go,

preparing ... &5
15 . at
16 Giad

“The idea is that 16... Bxad can
be met by 17 45 followed by @
possible d6.

16 . x4
17 G4 exdd
S

1800 WaS 19 £x16 21162003

%47 is unaucactive for White.

B . st
19 io

Later that year the same posi-
tion appeared in the | Ith game of
the Merano match. Korchnos had
preparcd 19 Wd2. but Karpov
s rady oo Playing cncrgctc
ally, be succeeded in equaliz
107"t 20 Waas s 21
xfb &b+ 22 il gl 23 Exdd
S 24 g4 b5 25 cxbS &b726 13
ek 27 2d1 KxbS and Black's
pair of bishops provided him with
satisfactory compensation for the
pawn.

9. &
At the proper moment.
20 ¥ #es

“The pin on the e-file keeps the
king in the centre. 21 4¢3 would
be met by 21 ... dxad 22 ¥ndd
£bd+, while 21 0-0 fails 10 21 .
W2 22 Tdel fxad 23 dxed
&xb224 @xb2 Za2 25 el 23
2 b Rabi+
2 mbe mes
Itis more important to keep the
king in the centre than defend the
pawn. Besides, Black has a concrete
variation in mind.
2 m# ke

Very nice. The play takes on a
forced character.
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Unanimously assessed as &
serious mistake. One of the com-
mentators proposed a strange-
looking line, but one worthy of
auention: 17... 267 18 d et
19 2c7 a8 20 2xa5 Wxas.

18 s dxes
19 2gs he

Sacrificing a pawn by 19... Tes
does not assuage While's Wrath,
e wins after 20 x16 Wxf6 21
Wah7+ B8 22 23,

0 o
“The pin is deadly. The sacrifice
on h6 cannot be averted.
» .. a7
2 dis 3
OF 21 ... &xf6 22 a6+ etc.
22 Db+ g7 23 Wgd+ ShB
24 WhS g7 25 ox7 I8 26
W6+ Black resigned.

KARPOV-TAL
Bugojno 1980

We have seen that Black can
Solve the difficultis arising after
the sharp 10 ¢5. The problems he.
i facing after Reynolds' 10 dS are
not so direct, but several decades
of master practice prove they are
quite serious. On 10... 366 White
does not have 1o play for tricks
with 11 d6 hoping for 11 ... 5
when 12 2xbSt axbs 13 Gxbs
wins. 11../c4 12 fc2eS cqualizes.
Therefore 11 drct &xc6 12 We2
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wil play this move late.
I oexds  @b6

Petrosian recommends 11
6.

12 40 247
13 We2

On 13 ©e5 Black should con-
tinue not 13 ... &bdS 14 &xdS
GxdS 15 Rxds exdS 16 dxel
Wxe? 17 Wb3 with advantage to
White, but 13 .. 2¢6, although I
consider 14 Dxc6 bxcé 15 Zel as
somewhat better for White. 13 ...
dS 14 DadS transposes into
1V @bdS since if 14 .. xgS
e 15 &xb6 wins material

[Ea a6
14 Tra 205

Darga repeats the srategic error
Vudmar committed against Bot-
“unik. The correct way of trying
o reduce the number of picces
and the pressure they bear on the
black position was 14 .. &ds.

15 oxds  Dbxds
16 @es

Black has now actually entered
pusition (rom the Queen's Gam-
i Accepted which s rather deli-
ate and requires very precise
play. His knight on d7 was rather
pvwive, but the manoeuvre
“ubér-dS has left White with more
‘and the bishop pair as well

1 . b

17 am ze8
In view of what follows Black
should have played 17 ... Was,
preventing White's a5, which con-
Siderably restricts Black's options.
18 a5 2e7
On 18 ... §d6 White would
play 19 Tad taking away the square
b4 and intending L¢3
19 6 )

This is a mistake. Black over-
looks a lttle combination.

0 a7 el
On20... &ixe thereis21 @x7.

2 2 3
2 gads X6
23 Zact

Biack is saddled with a weak

backward pawn, and his picces
lack coordination. Moreover the
pawns on b7 and a6 are here a
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Alitle finesse winning a pawn.
In order o protect his king from
the mating attack Black must keep
the queen on the same rank, but if
he now tries 17 ... b he will
lose 10 18 xh7+ Gxh7 19 DSt
2xg5 20 hxgS+ g6 2) W+ ctc.

"o @
18 x4 0
19 We Wes.
2 pn Hach
1 ga 28
2 Wet "

23 b acs
24 40 e
3 Dl 4B
2 hxgs gs

2 .. fxg6 loses 10 27 Txh7
b7 28 Rags.

27 ag7
8 15 war
9 1 2xf6

30 exf6 Tes 31 Tage+ fxgs 32
7+ Black resigned.

KARPOV-BELYAVSKY
Moscow 1981

et F
2 @a as
E) e
i an a5
5 &6 00
6 o5
7 dxs  Gck
8 exds exds
9 Le2 2xes
10 00 26
1 gl

11 b5 &ed 1282, Korchnoi-
Kasparov, Brussels 1986, was
somewhat better for White.

Defending this
position against Fischer in the
14th game of their 1972 match,
Spassky played 1 .. T8 12436
not fearing 13 @xd5 which loses
1013 .. ¥xd5 14 $xdS &xds 15
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Apartfrom Korchnoi's 11 ..hS  Or 22 &h3 &fd.
thereisalsothesimple 11 .00, 1t

a s
b AL O R
[ER VLI SR o yee e

15 o

Unnecessary. We can accept
“Tal's opinion that the immediate
15000 was better.

5o 0
Here 15 .. Wbd was also pos-
sible. White's advantage would
b minimal.
16000 Led
. "
17 2 is perhaps somewhat
stronger.
7o ey
18 &z Very good indeed. The iniiative

has passed to Black. On 26 extS
18 Wab7 00 19 Wb3 15would  Black replies 26 ... g,
be highly dangerous.

% s
. . 000
1 -s 27w
0 fa4 Othervise .. 84 would follow.
The strong 19 ... 6 keeps the . s
tension i the centr. 1 20 4 ther W En e
20.. Sgbisgood, ais 20... dred 2 WM 4k
21 Bied Wes wan e
N mw
n 2es
P 2 s

2 &b Bad is 32 215 &xf5 33 25
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satisfactory for Black. White
thereforeusually chooses 7 b3
0-0 8 L2, anticipating § .. ¢S
when 9 cxdS Dxds 10 oxds
xdS 11 dxeS e 12 4b2 Lbé+
13 1t with later artificial castling
offered him somewhat beter chan-
ces. In order 10 avoid the isolated
pawn Black prefers § .. dxcé 9
bxed €5 1000 Te§ with a solid
game.

7. o0
8 000 e

Black has several aliernatives
that have been tied in grandmaster
practice, each one of them ighting.
for more space. On§ .. c5 critical
is 9 ed cxdd 10 xdd dxed 11
Sxcd, when 1126 12 4ed We?
13 &2 favoured White in the
game Taimanov-Fichtl, Vienna
1957 11 .. &b6 12 &e2 2d7
6 246 seems better to me.

6. 4b17 2200800.0cs9  Apart from that there s arisky

. line with a pawn sacrifice - § .. bS
Wbl s advantageous to White, e wif & PAm sastificc b0

7 s exds exds 12 WIS Hes 13 43
7 86200800 We? 9 dues Viadimirovas White had thebetter

it against Fuchs at Leningrad
10 Gixed Dred 11 Wred inGarcia
oo Novkov, Cunn 1995 1ag 1967, However, in 1979 in Medina

g 10 del Campo, Kupreichik played
w0 White's advantage (the frecing
11...¢5 would failto 12¢5 &e713  25ainst me 11 ... xdS with good

chances
e A A0 86 15 RO Tne en moveisaboanatiempt

" 10 free the position. § .. dxed.
&bd or 10 242 favours White, 12 [14¢ e pasiuon B o axed
Tt simply § ... dxcd 9 &xed b o e o

1 262 467 11 ed e5, asinKosic.  SIMPIY 109 ¢4 in both cases.
Piket,” Adelaide 1988, s fully 9 oxds exds

1 6 &e2 dxot 7 ad, which led to
White's advantage in Portisch-
Timman, Antwerp 1989 after 7
£06 8 B2 0-09 Dot ke7 10
3.7 ... ¢S is worth considering,
s the stonewalling 6 ... 46 7
10 @e4 8 D2 15, M.Gurevich-
Dorfman, Moscow 1990.
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4 tempo against the white bishop.
is the correct move. 15 Zel (IS
&3 &e6, but not 15 ... Was 16
Wed) 15 . WA 16 263 D5 17
xdS Wxds 18 Zcs W6 19 Tces
106,20 dS &d7, or 18 ... Was 19
Gg5 g6, G Garcia-Ree, Wijk agn
75¢ 1979, would lead to: balanced
position

1t secms as though the text
ove better defends Black's cased
position, but practice proves dif-
erently.

15 Zel wis
16 25

This attacking move is not easy
o meet. 16 ... Wxdd is refuted by
Giligori€'s 17 E03, but 17 2dl
Wh6 18 246 also_unleashes a
tremendous attack. 16 .. h6 loses
1017 &xf7 Exi7 18 $g6 iR 19
03, or 18 ... Wd7 19 B3 #1820
6 Tn(6 21 WT. 16 .. Widloses
1017 Bxf7 2xf7 18 $b3 &S 19
B0, 16... g6 loses 1017 Wb3 We7
(17 .25 18 @ed winning a
piwn) 18 Ece3 @gd 19 RafT+
a7 20 Be8+ g7 21 g3, when
i s a decisive threat

Playing through these old vari-
stions, we understand the reason
for the following move.

16 . Spd
[
Some years later I sawan analysis

wving 17 @xf7 Tx[7 18 Lxi7+
WAIT 19 W3+ T8 20 WxbT Tbg

21 Wxa Exb2 22 Bxc6 Wach 23
Wa3+ 17 20 $ab2 with aposition
which s clearly superior for Whie.
17 Beed is also a nasty move,
when 17.... &hS I8 5e6is advan-
tageous (o White. But the text
move is not less dangerous. Black
cannot It the pressure through
17... b5, norwith 17 .. g6, because.
of 18 h3 &7 19 Wb3, nor with
17 ... Wd7, because of 18 HeS
Widd 19 Ze7. Therefore

Apparently_illogical, because
18 ... g6 will beat back the at-
tack, But as we shall see, that is
exactly what Black should not do.
We are entering the realm of old
‘analysis one had better know. 1§

‘Dac8 hides alitte rap: 19 Txe8
Txe8 20 Bxh5 Bel+21 &11 Was.
19 Zc1 avoids the trap with ad-
vantage. On 18 ... h6 White con-
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improvement, meeting 14 ... 0-0
with 15 Sxh7+. 14 .. 16 15 22
@c3 16 We2 was good for White
after some intricate play in
Polugayevsky-Mecking. 12 0-0
(Tukmakov-Sveshnikov) is also
dangerous. Black's position may
well be playable, but he has to
tread very carefully.

In addition 1o the above, various
deviations are available for either
side on move 6.

6 W2 has recently been popular,
evenifthe line .. £d67 2€20-0
8 0-0, the main focus of debate,
does not offer White much after §
- dxc4 9 2xc4 bS 10 4e2 2b7.7
3 is also possible, when again
Black plays for an exchange on c4
and an_eventual .. ¢5. Tal
Trifunovié shows a morc ageressive
plan involving queenside castling
after 7 242,

After§ £d3Black s not obliged
toentera Meran. 6... &b fails to

help set up a frecing pawn break.
Play went in favour of White after
both 7a3 £a5 § We2 (Botvinnik-
Euwe) and 7 0-0 00 8 Wc2
(Perosian-Taimanov), when Black
could find nothing better than the
time-wasting § ... £6.

Lines in which Black allows
‘White 10 play ¢4 unobstructedare
playable if passive. Chigorin’s 6
246 is such a line. The
immediatc 7 ¢4 s the most appro-
priate (Vaganian-Miles) as delay
with 7 00 0-0 8 e4 (Stei
Lasker) allows § .. dxed 9 dxc
&

TAL-TRIFUNOVIC
Munich Olympiad 1958

1oa as
2 et o
3 @ afs
i a o
5 an 27

Very occasionally, Black adopis
5 ...a6, when 6 c5 (or the quiet
We2) 6. b6 7 cxb6 @od78 Gak
21069 242 @bd7 10 Bel favoun
White
6 W

“This is the way 10 avoid the
standard positions of the Mern
Defence. White preparcs quecnside
castling. Another try, which in
different if not necessarily bettr.
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33 mes Zal+
3 v Da2
3w

35 bS g4 gives counter-
chances,
3 . vy
3 s
But not 36 Be7 because of 36
@be.

3 .. b6
7 Ga 8
M Dxed ww?
B

Well calculated
.. Fars
0 G 20
a1 e o

41 Zxhd+ 42 Gg2 Eha 4303
would misplace the rook

42 g2 Tel 43 b4 b7 44 g5
hxgS 45 hxgS <bdB 46 $13 7 47
b3 $e 48 ez wdS 49 $a3
Td1+ 50 B2 b6 51 Bed+ b7
52 62 Hal 53 Gied bS 54 D6+
b6 55 14 b4 S6 Zed Tazr 57
b3 Tad+ S8 dxbd Fxed 59
X7 Zed 60 DS Black resigned.

MAROVIC-TSAGAN
Student Olympiad 1964
g ds
2 et g

3 @a afs

4 kgs el
s e 00

6 Zet Qa7
7 a8 Y

3 243 et
9 Rxet @5
10 & WeT
100 Dred
12 Bxd )

13 w2 exdd
14 e

White has accepted an solated
pawn in the centre because he can
count on his lead in development,
with the pressure on the two white:
squared diagonals bl-h7 and a2-
g8 as well as the pressure on the
e-fle. Black, as we shall see, must
steer clear of many rocks and play.
most cautiously.

TR &
KAZAWAKA
WAG W

. ats

Grandmaster practice of recent
decades has demonstrated con-
vincingly that 14... @b6, winning
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Lasker’s Variation

‘With this chapter and the next,
we turn away from the ultra-solid
“vstems with .. &bd7and .. &
nd consider variations in which
Wack plays an early ... £¢7 but
@bd7. In such variations
Wiack's pieces have rather more
carly freedom than in the “Old
thodox” systems, but there isa
ter danger of Black being
0 with a rigid and vuinerable
qmwn structure. Even in these
ewer systems it remains extremely
ilfiult to break down the Black
Inricades. atiention to frecing his position in
the centre and on the queensid

[ B A s
ER R S ik st b
R R R e i
E B B S i
R s e
fhe o :

TR E e e

play. Black has sometimes tried
The move . h6 is sometimes (0 bypass this problem by playing
amited by Black. anearly . 6 o try o turnthe game.
Wlack's plan is clear; he simpli-  into a pseudo-Dutch (Alekhine-
e the position on the kingside,  Maroczy; Kotov-Nestler), but this
wving all possible tension in has generally proved disastrous.
\cctor of the board. Once this  Black's dark squares are weak
beenachieved, Black turnshis  enough in a normal Stonewail

0
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tinues 19 ExhS hxgS 20 UxgS
W4 21 Tdl W4 22 Wgh B8
23 43, while after 18 .. g6
ther is 19 @x{7 Exf7 20 £x07+
©x17 21 Wh3+ S8 22 He6 W4
23 Zhed or 22 .. Wxdd 23 Ba3
W4 26 We3 17 25 Txfo+ etc.
However, aside from these
beautiful fireworks there is I8
‘b4, destroying the dream. There
is nosacrifice, and the play i level.

18 &6

1f you are not acquainted with
this position, it is very easy to
commit such a fatal error.

19 Wxgs xgs
20 &7+ Ex7

20 T+ s
2 o W
23 o6 Ed8

24 Zes

An important detail. 24 ©xb7
is not as good.

u .. s

5 &n

Making use of the awkward
position of the black king, Wh
will be able to bring about a sim-
pler endgame.

25... 2826 g+ &b 27 &N
64 28 b4 218 29 QeS D4 30
Tds Gh7 31 13 e 32 g3 De2+
33 &2 Qxdd 34 14 D5 35 Td7
Be7 36 Bd8 ©h6 37 Thi+ dxh8
38 Qg6+ Hg839 DixeT+ 1740
D8 e 41 M 35 42 b6 g6 43
4 &7 44 Gcd ad 45 ed b6 46
DS 547 g5 B3 48 Gixg6 D6
49 &3 4 50 b a2+ 51 e2
Black resigned.
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. wer
14 W63 b6
15 oxds exds
16 Wat 267
17 wa

While s playing aimessly.
7 2d6
18 Wes Zes
19 W3 Tdes
0 &5 Tee?
u

Marshall was always cager to
tack, but sometimes he did not
understand that you cannot attack
+ position without weak points.

. 28
2 dxes  Dxd
23 Wi wds
24 g Zee?

White is not only potentially
weak on the e-file, but even worse
‘e efile. The advantage has
pssed to Black.

25 83 h6
2 h2 an
Ihe knight is bound for <.
7 s a6
3 WS exdd
B ot Qe

M . Hxed would lose 10 30
Wkt Zxc8 31 Rxch+ wh7 32
WIN . The text move, however,
v another fine point
30 a7 0
MowxcB+ 3B

8

Black has lost the exchange,
but the white queen has strayed to
the queenside, which allows Black

a strong attac

£
n

on Whites king.

w7 i
gl

33 hi loses 10 33 .. B2+
followed by ... &xh3+.

EY
b
3

- e+
o wes+
1

“The st point, winning material

and the game.
38 g3 whis
3 g1 Wl
W0 ht 20
4 wig W
@ n ans
‘White resigns

He cannot avoid mate.
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Duteh, but his problems are re-
doubledifhisblack-squared bishop
has already been exchanged.

Usually. therefore, Black will
exchange his knight on e4 for its
counterpart on c3. In the inaugural
game Marshall-Lasker White de-
veloped his bishop to 3. but
Black could have got a perfectly
safe_game by capturing on <3,
forcing White to take with the
pawn, and then taking on cd, with

&5 t0 follow. It is now recog-
fized that Black has more problems
in frecing his game if White can
recapture on c3 with the queen
(Petrosian-Spassky; Hort-Donner)
or with the rook (Polugayevsky-
Augustin; Polugayevsky-Enidaar).
Yet White's most promising plan
in the diagram position is 9 cxdS
rc3 10 bxc3 exdS 11 Wh, pre-
paring o4, which wil give White
the advantage of superior pawn
control in the centre (Pachman-
Domner). Borisenko-Tarasov shows
a sharp tactical ry for Black which
fals.

MARSHALL-LASKER
3rd maich game 1907

1o ds
2 e o
3 @ a6
4 2g8 red
5 et

Lasker's Variation, character-
izcd by thissimplifying move. Itis
based on the simple assumption
that exchanges suit Black. Howener,
we shall see that White is able 1o
keep his initial edge for some time.
6 axel Wl
7 %8
7 Zel or 7 cxds would appeal

more 1o the contemporary grand-
master.

7. oxc
8 bed  od7
9 an 00

Here, or the move before, Black
should have played ...dxcd, &xed
0.0, 0-0 <5 with better chances
than in the game.

0 00

Much stronger is 10 exdS exdS
11Wb3 &6 12 24 ¢ 13 ad b6
14 a5 2b7 15 0-0 ¥e7 16 bl
with pressure, as in Marshall-
Capablanca, match 1905.
10 .. a8
wa o
12 @es
V.Vukovié suggested 12 cxdS
followed by o4, which is certainly
stronger.
. o
13 Tabt
After @es one would expect
White 1o try f4.
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rare in grandmaster practice.
7 exds
In Yusupov-Ljubojevié, Tlburg
1987, White preferred 7 Hel ¢S
8 x5 bxcs 9 &e2 20710 0-0
@bd7 11 cxdS exds 12 @es Db6,
132425 14 203 with full pressure.
on the hanging pawns and a clear
advantage. Better was 7 .. 4b7.
although § cxdS @xdS 9 2g3 of
8 .exd5 9 &ed 5 10 0-0 bd7
117 @ieS again offers better chances.
to White.
7. exds
3 &a3
On 8 &e2 Black would now
reply 8 .. eé.

8 . g
9 W

‘This was not necessary.
9 .. e
10 6o a7

Spassky lost two famous games
to Miles (Montilla 1978; Buenos
Aires 1978) after 10 ... &e6 11
@cs, when White had excellent
‘opportunities for a kingside atack.
Petrosian’s move is more solid

Miles and Spassky reached the
text_position via the Queen's
Indian: 1 d4 @62 ©f3 b6 3 cd 6.
4 414 8675 3 ReT 603007
@3 45 8 cxdS exd5 9 243 ¢S 10
00,

" owe

11 Hel seems more logical

n

ot

The reason why | prefer &e2in
the opening. Black starts his
queenside counterplay with gain
of u tempo.

2
n
1
15
16

e
Tadt
)
Des
ah
)
h1

a6
b
2es
an
w6
a5
bt

Black's counterplay gives him

the ini

19
0
21
2

2n
Tat
o7
o

s
D647
@xd?
B

Very good: counter-pressure on
ddis possible.

3
2
25
2
27
8

sl
et
axbd
%)
243
26

2
Habs
axbd
a
7
74

Black has proved White's ¢4
was not dangerous as it usually is
in such positions. He has a com-
fortable game.

2

i

dret

Ignoring the threat on b8 is a
comment on White's 29th move.
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and ... &5, However, as we shall
see, the arly 7 o4 thwarts this plan,
and it is universally accepted as &
strong weapon against Chigorin's
Variation. When our game was
played the difference was not clear
and Steinitz plays a milder line.

7 00 00
8 et dxed

The experience of many games
and decades demonstrates this to
beanerror. B...dxcd 9 &xcde5 10
g5 We? 11 Tel @66 12 403
g4 leads 10 a balanced position.
The further 13 h3 £x13 14 $ai3
@bd7 15 d5 16 16 &e3 cxds 17
2xdS ¢S in Gligorié-Pachman,
Sarajevo 1961, was drawish.

9 Gxed  Gxed
10 fxed 3

Black's king is rather sensitive;
Lasker fecls weak on the diagonal
bl-h.

ILis 0o late for .. €5 due to the
double exchange on 5 followed
by &xh7+ and WhS+ winning a
pawn. Admittedly it can be ex-
tremely difficultfor White to
generate winning chances. from
this position.

Black cannot simply advance
His pawns by 10 .. 15 11 &c2 5
because after 12 @S he is i
irouble. Black can defend his king-
wde by 10... Df6butafter 11 42
i has no counterplay. 11 ...c5 12
g5 cxdd 13 Wrdd &e7 14 Whe

16 15 &xh6 finished catastrophi-
cally in Gelier-Papapaviou, Am-
sterdam Olympiad 1954, as would
12, e 13 Wa3 g6 14 dxes Was
15 Wd4. By keeping the knight on
47, Black preserves active alter-
natives.

s 5

11 ... ©f6 12 We2 leaves Black
in a passive position, and on 11 .
W7 Keres pointed out 12 a3
15 13¢5 &e7 14 b3, It scems
that_the only way to free the
position somewhat was 11 ._ ¢S,
although 12 Zel exdd 13 Wadd
Lc5 14 Wi or 12 &b 13 22
Sxd2 14 Wxd2 exdd 15 Drdd
216 16 Zadl would st be in
White's favour. Lasker evidently
wanted to get rid of the constant
threats on the white diagonal, but
his move creates a hole on e5 and
a backward pawn on 6, lasting
positional weaknesses

12 Zel afs

202 247
rares] w7
15 GeS

Itisstrange that both opponents
missed the simple 155, punishing
Black’s mistake on his previous

15 . 28
16 W63 8

Black must dosomethi
strangled.

before
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13 .. @f6 was better

1

n

Lasker's Variarion o

an

o

Otherwise e is coming with
crushing cffect

15
16
1n
18
1

oxds
e
fred
Bl

w1

exds
fred
0
exdd -

OF course 19 Wxd4 WeS would
b much inferior. Now Black is
ied down and condemned toawait
the end, which is not far away.

9.

20
2

25
xed

g7
dxed
whe

On 21 ... h6 Alekhine was plan-
g 22 13 followed by &h2 and

e,

2 Zngs+

Resigns

Anexceptionally _instructive

NOTOV-NESTLER

Veanice 1950

'
2
3
4
s
6
7

a
o
De3
485
1
an
fxeT

as

a6
&7

et
re?

8 Za
By playing Eel, White shows
his readiness to recapture on c3
with the rook, which makes pos-
sible later pressure on the queen-
side.
8 . F]

8. Dxe39 Excd dxed 10 dxcd
24711 We2 @16 120-0¢6 13 ¢4
and$... &6 9 We2 dxed 10 Lxcd
€5 1145 both favour White,

9 20 5

009 ... &3 10 Bxcd dxct,
apart from 11 #xed White can
continue 11 xcs &7 12 2b1 5
13 We2 g6 14 00, but we shall
deal with thislater. Nestler decides.
o keep his centralized knight but,
as we shallsee, this s an incorrect
decision.

10 00 aa
1 We

11 @e$ has also been tried with
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n . a6
20 b3 g
25 a4

a5 will fix Black's queenside
pawns.

5 . hs
2 @d3 We7
27 28 b
3 o wes

Betier was 28 ... WeS although
20 b4 increases the pressure.

2 W w7

Correct was 29 . &h1, when
30 b4 keeps the advantage. Black
overlooks a litle tactical threat
which wins simply.

30 Wage+ fagé 31 Deor 17
32 GxS Zc733b4 Ted 34hd Ze§
35 g3 T5 36 dg2 el 37 Gdd
5738 O 5239 Eld2 End2
40 T2 g5 41 hxgS Black resign-
o

KORCHNOI-PETROSIAN
Sth match game 1980

1o «
2 2a a5
3 ol
4 an 27
5 a6 00
6 b6

Apart from the main line — 6
<5 - Black used (0 play the text
move,6...c6 or6 .. bd7. White
will do best exchanging on dS
and transposing into the type of
position we shall examine in this
game. In the old days, against6.
@bd7 they preferred 1 c5. Steinitz-
Chigorin, Nuremberg 1396, con-
tinued: 7. c6 8 2d3 BhS 9 ke
(0900 13)9 .. 76 (correct again
was 9 .. 5) 10 3 5 11 &g5
@df6 13 2¢5 g6 13 h3 with gd in
mind and heavy pressure on the
Kingside.

Petrosian's choice is also quite
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17 Rid)1 We7 18 Zed WIB 19 Hnd g6 with ... O¥, White continues
. WeT 17 Tgd[6 18 215, 25 @h7 etc.
‘4100ming on the horizor
are equally inadequate.
17 an wer

17 208 18 Bd1 s no better

STEINITZ-LASKER
14th match game 1894

1 as as
2 o 6
E) <6
4 a afs
5 on ad6
6 a3 2y

18 gt

Animposant move i rder 0

e s mov
1 n

pa & Whereas tday Black usaly

21 Ehs « gives up the centre with ... dxcd,

Eing e oan Varione

Vacating te sausre o che i cucy dars f mode e

Kol i b e beging of theo sich ol e b

i 16 nvatue nd Bk oot

it o e o s e o

U oin e ‘The system we enter after ... 26

Zon g was mamed. after the Russian

a8 srandmaster Chigorin, Its basi
g

idea s 10 be able 1o achieve coun-
On 24 .. Wgh, hoping to cover terplay in the centre by ... dxcd
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ALEKHINE-MAROCZY

Carlsbad 1923
1w 216
2w I
3an &
4 aa 27
5 25 [
63 et

T would like to emphasize that
if we have this same position with
el instcad of 13, then ... Qed
is not s0good. A game Taimanoy-
Goldenov, USSR Championship
1952, continued 6 ... h6 7 &hd
@ed’8 fxel Wxe 9 cxdS Dxcd
10 Txed exds 11 2d3 o6 12 @e2
@d7 13 0-0 &6 14 bl Ees 15
b4, and the minority attack gave
an' advantage (o White. 14 . a5
15 3 would not change the basic
siwuation.

7 av? Wt
8 Wh3

“The most common continuation
is8.cxdS. 8 Eel, 8 $c2and 8 W3
occur more rately. These moves
have the same aim: o clarify the
siwation in the centre, forcing.
Black either o take on ¢3 r retreat
the knight to f6

8 . o
9 Wxed o
10 243 247
1 o s

Apparently good and logical.
Still, it s one of those moves which

can lead to difficultes. It is true
that the “natural” 11 .. &6 12
W2 L4713 Des has its own
drawbacks. Black had to surrender
the centre with 11... dxedin order
10 be able 1o develop his bishop
after 12 &xcd b6 13 ¢4 b7, when
Black is somewhat passive but
with no weaknesscs.

12 Zact &

Of course 12... @6 13 BeS was
not to Maroczy's liking. So he
decided to play more sharply.
What he actually docs involves
starting an atiack at an unpro-
pitious moment; he piays with his
queen's rook and bishop out of
play.
13 @a

The punishment comes imme.
diately. With his eviden lead in
development White will open the
position with 13 and ¢4, which
simply must work in his favour.
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04 Play the Queen's Gambir

5 2@ 00
6 &

The most common and the
most natural. Having completed
his kingside development, Black
has a free hand in the centre;
because owing (0 &4 being played
instead of £g5, he is actually
stronger on the central squares.

7 dxs s

It was this game that ruined the
reputation of 7 .. Was. We shall
see for ourselves whetherjustly or
not.

5

8 26 £xd6 9 cxd6 is met by
the simplc 9 ... 2d8. On 8 &2
Black cannot continue with 8 ...
dxcd because of 9 46, but § ..
#xcS 9 Ecl c6, threatening .
€5, keeps the balance.

s . axcd
9 dxed  Wxes

10w a6

I remember a game between
Ivkov and Bradvarevié from the
1963 Yugoslav_Championship
which went on 10 ... &b 11 0
@hs 12 g5 LxgS 13 Ged WeT
19 @fxgS &f6 15 Z(A1 with ad-
vantage to White

noet

A decade later Tal beat Zuidema
a1 Wijk aan Zee with 11 b4 s
120-06513 243 £7 14ed Dbd]
15 h3 Back 16 Kacl &b 17 We3
@fd7 18 ©e2, when Black was
facing serious problems.

n o bs
12 e 467
13 Bet whe

Commentators agreed that this
was the crucial error. Black's
castled position is rather vulnerable
and 13 @hS was indispensable.

14w

The typical introduction 0 an
attack,

"o @bd7
15 6 @45
16 @xds exds

The first unpleasant  conse-
quence. 16 .. &xdS loses 10 17
Sxh7+ k7 18 DgS+, hence
Black has (o open the sixth rank.
for his queen.

17 4
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.. dxcd, when § Sxcd e5 9 dxeS
Dxes 10 Gxes xes 11 WndS
&xd8 12 £x17 B18 13 Lob dxed
14 bxe3 &xed 15 00, Antoshin-
Sergievsky, Sochi 1966, was ad-
vantageous to White.

7. dres
8 Gxed  Gxed
9 axed 00

‘The exchange of a pair of bishops

does not ease Black’s diffculties
For example, 9 . &6 10 42
b4+ 11 22 xd2+ 12 Wxd2
00 13 @e5 Wel 14 000 ¢5 I
Wed 56 16 dxeS bxcs 17 g4 and
White was. superior in Szabo-
Bisguier, Mar del Plata 1955

Once | tried 9 _e5 10 0.0 exd4
11 §1d¢ W6 but after 12 kg5
Widd 13 fxdd Res (corecet was
13... ©c5) 14 Zadl 16 15 el
@cS overlooked the crushing 16
xch. Suill stronger s the theore-
tical 12 $d1, when 12 .. 214 fails
1013 We2and 12... G5 13 Hel
29414 25 is evidently favourable
for White

10 00 &
1 & w1
12 Zel

12 W3 came into consideration,
lorcing weakening pawn moves.

2. a8
13 dxes xS
14 wa o

Black's king is safe now, but

his position is passive, With th
type of pawn formation, Wi
controls the square €5 and b
queenside pawn majority is cer-
tainly an asset 10 be counted on.

15 a2 b6
16 adl b7
17 ged

Following simple logic.
. o6

1 would prefer 17 . a5,

o Sxed
19 ¥xed  Hes

Played in order to make possible
s.

2 bt

Black's army is driven back
and his position deteriorates.

» .. 3
2 e 246
2 ks an
3 he

Having achieved  clear advan-
tage, Vaganian errs. 23 c3 orthe
immediate 23 D4 atiract the eye.
White probably did not take into
account the simple answer

B . Bxh6
2 e a6

25 a3 &h2
2 i &
7 i3

Vaganian suggests 27 &t Whfd
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Lasker's Variation 9

g6+ $h 34 Tgl Ted 38 Hal
Exa3 36 bxad 14337 2e2 K6 38
S 639 a4 $g7 40 a5 6 41 26
Zxab 42¢6 Ba8 437 HeB 4 12
and Black finally resigned.

Nestler, like Maroczy in the
carlier game, did not understand
the nature of Lasker's move. Itis
wot a preparation for kingside
action, but a simplifying move
secking exchanges.

PITROSIAN-SPASSKY
h match game 1969

1 a
2w 4
3 &3 Re1
1a0 af
5 g5 b6
6 khe 00
7 Eel et
8 Dxe? Wkl
93 o

Wlack is not afraid of 10 @xed
111 &2 15 12 ¢S @d7 since
11 5cd ¢S gives him a good game.
1w interesting to note that even
~uh the queen on 2 (instead of
e 1ok on ¢1)9 ... c6 is again
jsble, aithough 10 Dxed dxed
11 Wxed WA+ 12 21d2 Wxb2 13
Wxa 14 £43 15 15 Whe, or
WS, ully compensates for the
witied pawn.
\lthough ina way paradoxical,
v ttis possible too. After 10

W2 (but not 10 £d3 dxed 11
Lxcd €5) 10 .. @bdT 11 exdS
€xd5 12 23 ¢6 130-0 Ee§ White
will prepare b and get somewhat
the casier game, with active play
on the queenside

On 1. b6 Trifunovit, against
Donner at Beverwijk 1962, played
12 cxdS exdS 13 243 &¢6 1400
Ue8 15 Ue2 with pressure on the
c-file. Donner found the best de-
fence - 15 ... a5 16 ©e5 Za 17
el ac7, but sull had to fight
for equality. We shall examine 11

dxcd later, but the text move is
more precise: Black waits for £d3
in order (o win a tempo.

12 a3 dxed
13 dxed b6
14 00 27
15 30 s

Black could free his game with
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30 &xb8 exfd is evidently advan-
tageous o Black.

30 fxed s

But here 30 .. 2hd was better
in order to meet 31 208 by 31
el

3 Dadl  Wal
32 4B Rxbs

1 s difficult 1o explain what
rcasoning stands behind this move.
32 . Wxb8 implied a serious
threat - .. Wes,

3 go S8
One would expect 33... g6 o1
1. 47 and ... eb
34 En L5
35 mds
White's pieces dominate. the
board and his weakness on the

black squares has been pushed
into the background.

3 wer
3% 86
Beuter was 36 ... Ke8.
7 wn 2h6
38 e &7
3 @ed Sxes
(see diagram)
“ e

“The pin, with &xc3 threatening,
will eventually cost the game.

Theee is no option. 41 .. &d7
loses 1042 DxeB+ and LbS, while
41 .6 loses 10 42 WeS Wd7 43
Bdxes exc

2 mxeT et
Pt %66
4 mn Erd
45 e a8

The Jast mistake
46 b Black resigned.
An ugly but instructive game.

PORTISCH-ELISKASES
Tel Aviv Olympiad 1964

1oae das
2 o &
3 & &e7
1 a0 o
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324

n
18

w3
Zadl

Play the Queen's Gombin

L
)

Lasker suggested later that 18
4ns was better. There is no

doub that the text move further

weakens the pawn formation.

19

we3

i

19.... Bd8 was necessary. It is
ot cléar whether Black overlooked
what follows or wrongly assessed

the resulting position.

axh2t

On 20 ... @ed V.Vukovié gives
21 xed dxed 22 Wxed g323 hag3
Lxd1 24 Wreb W7 25 Wxd,

2
2
21
2
b
2
7

xn2
gl
g3
sdt
et
Inch
bxed

g3
Wng3+
2xdl
bxcs
Bed
Bxed
w7

Lasker pointed out that the

active 27 .. Bfe8 was clearly
better. The passed pawns quickly
become the decisive factor.

28 Hag 2729 c5 148 30 gl
26731 12 Eb8 32 4b3 Hbes 33
o4 b8 34 243 bS 35 13 b2
36 8xf5 B 37 Ged 2+ B
43 Zng2 39 Tgo+ B 40 Led
gl 41 45 Tg7 42 Exg? xgl 43
6 16 44 7 Exgd+ 4 Gdd 2g8
46 d6 Black resigned.

VAGANIAN-MILES
Hastings 1974/75

Playing c4 before castling pre
vents Black's natural response 7





index-97_1.png
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success, but 1 prefer Koto's move.
n . =6
What we have is a sort of Dutch
Defence. Black i trying to build
an attack on the white castled
position, but the objective circum-
stances speak against this
12 2 2he
A blank cartridge. It was better
to admit the error and exchangea
pair of knights.
10 st fred
un
The standard process in such
cases; while Black's queenside is
sill in a deep slecp, Koto opens.
the road to the black fortress.

" . wds
15w ext3
1683 o

16 . 506 17 $hS does not
solve the problem.

"

o

In order to open the position,
the sacrifice of a pawn is a small
investment.

1.

on 17

play I8 &e2.

18
1

Ddxed
;N

dred

dxed White would

W+
ey

White threatens Zdl, which

makes 19

%7 impossible. 19

- Wb620 Td] €5 Joses 1021 Bd6,

20
2

a1

1021 #a3

2
2
3

wa3
was+
zd6

we?

.7 fails again, this time

o
wrs

“The pressure on 6 has become
unbearable. 24 Gxfb+ gxlb 25
Ded is threatened. Black s lost

n
2
25
2
7
8
2
3
3

mt
ahd
Ze2
g7+
b7
Dxed
et
a7

Sxhd
W
w7
o
o)
fned
Zned
)

But not 31 Zxa7 T, While
ures the king o the g-ile to meel
32 .. B4 with 33 Zge+.

g 32 Tt Ze2 3

g
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The £f4 Attack

1o as
2o o
3 B af
4 e &e7
5 &l 00
6

‘White develops quietly but effi-
ciently, and waits to sec how
Black will react in the centre,
Traditionally White has aimed
for small gains in this variation,
perhaps a slight edge in mobility,
perhaps a slightly weakened pawn
formation to work on, but more
recently it has been noticed that
‘White has possibilites for launch-
ing a violent kingside attack by

castling queenside, even when
Black has already opencd up the
position by playing ... 5.

Certainly 6 ... c5 i the natural
response in the diagtam position,
the more so in that White has no
eal pressurc against d5. 6 ... c6
and 6 ... @bd7 strike one as
unnecessarily passive in this posi-
tion, and give White time to think
about favourable transpositional
possibiltes into the &f4 Fxchange
Variation, masbe with 7 @c2
inserted. 6 ... b6 is also possible
(Korchnoi-Petrosian) but there is
the suspicion that White can keep
a slight but clear edge with 7 cxdS
xdS and then simple development.
Certainly in such variations the
white bishop is not badly placed
auhs.

Another try is (0 play 5 ... ¢S
instead of castling, thus before
White has played c3. On 6 dxcS
©a6 Whie can gain the slight
advantage in pawn structure he is
aiming for either by 7 ¢3 &xcS 8
©xdS or by 7 d6 (Portisch-
Bobotsov). Black’ isolated queen's
pawn will iritate him

Afier 6 ... 57 dxcS the natural

198





index-322_1.png
Meran and Chigorin Variations 31

1de as
2 e o
3 an af6
i ea I
S e @ba7
6 ab4

Today 6 ... &bd is very rarely
played. It is a way t0 avoid the
wandard positions of the Meran.
By pinning the knight Black keeps
control o ed. On the more passive
... &7 White can immediately
play 7 e4, when 7 .. dxed 8 Oxed
Gxed (0r 8 .. c5 9 @xeS RxcS 10
dreS @xeS 11 ke2 Wadl+ 12
Uadl, Alatortsev's analysis) 9
e D16 10 262 00 11 a3
Wist 12 &d2 £b4 13 0:00
Rxd2+ 14 2xd2bS 15c5 Wxa2 16,
¢S, as well a the more cautious
70-0.0-0 8 ed dxed 9 Gxed b6 10
b3 &b7 11 kb2cs 12 We2cxdd 13
Txdd D5 14 Dxes bxcs 15 213
tollowed by S and attacking
chances on the kingside, are in

White's favour.
7 2

The proper time to play this
move. After 7 0-0 0-0 8 23 Black
would continue § ... %46 9 ed
dxcd 10 &xcd eS. if Black does
the same now, then § ¢4 causes
greater problems. In Kasparov-
Hubner, Brussels 1986, White
achieved better play afier 8
dxed 9 Dxed Dxed 10 fxcd s 11
0-00:0 12 &2 Ze8 13 Zel,when
Black experienced some develop-
ment difficulties. We shall turn to
similar positions later o, in our
analysis of Chigorin's Variation
(6. £36).

7 2as

7 .. &3t 8 bxed 009 00
W7 10 2eS 11 4b2ed 12 ke
b5 13 cxbS cxbs 14 a4 bxad 15 o
cnded in White's favour, Euve-
Alekhine, 3rd match game 1937

8 w2

8 b4 seizes space, but after§ ..
4679 b2 00 10 We2 dxed 11
o4 5 Black has enough counter-
play. However,later grandmaster
practice established that 8 0-0 is
the most precise, since as long as
the king is on ¢l the following.
2.2 will not present a masked
threat to the bishop on a5.

8 . wer
9 & dret
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Exchange Variation with 11 107

W6 34 hS BxfS etc. aling auickly. Cortectwas 37
. after which 37 .. a7 kecps
P OB Black’s advantage. White was in
nEs e time trouble.
3 a5 7 . s
35 Bied We6 36 D6 4+ isalso 38 obs
10 Black's advantage. 38 D67 Faf2 39 L6+ Eas 40
xS Exfl+ cannot hold out for
3 . cxds
3 Gdd w1 . lone

38 ... 4439 Tel Wes 40 §b3
ExfS 41 e WxbS White resign-
37 as o

The most natural
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38 Play the Queen's Gambit

10 2bs ab8
1 dxes  fxes
12 2 we7
After the game Trifunovié

thought 12 ... Ke was better,
13 &ae
Black overlooked this subtle
point. Now the knight comes back
10 c3 excriing strong pressure on
the isolated queen’s pawn.

Do b6
13 ... 28 was better.
14 & 267

On 14 .. 4 Trifunovic gives
15 &e2 He8 16 bl 246 17 Gxes
£x2 18 e &xes 19 Axes
Wxes 20 Zdd with advantage.

15 @ @egt
Bad is 15 ... g6 16 Wgs he 17
Wha
16 243

As Trifunovié pointed out, 16
a2 would be met by 16 ... Wet.
Tal goes for an attack

6. o

17 &xs

Here Trifunovié demonstrated

a clever trap that Tal avoided
by the text move. After 17 g5
Dxd3+ 18 Ixdd ed 19 @xdS
Black had in mind 19 ... WT+
scizing the initiative.

"o @3+

I8 3 W
19 Wxis 6
2 D5 e

White is sill better, but the
worst s behind.

2 Zhat Bacs+
2 bl 48
3 e 4
2

Even with reduced material Tal
can conjure upatiacking chances.

u et
5 g frgS
2% hgs  &e?
27 ghe ke
28 oht w51
29 an S
30 e Lxds
3 oends S
n g P
3N mig i

“The only defence. 33 ... &et
loses to 34 Bgh+ e 35 Hrek

Lxgl 36 &0

34 do wes

35 2@ a7

3% an ars

37 g7 ees

3 be Beds
Draw

A heroic defence!

BOTVINNIK-EUWE
‘World Championship Tournament
1948
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6 awes  as

1 feel that this knight belongs
on c6 and look vith some suspicion
at such attempts

7 ade

The 14th game of the 1969
match bewween Petrosian and
Spassky continued 7 €3 @xcs §
€xd5 exdS 9 2e2 0010 0-0 &e6
11 &e5. Black s isolated pawn isa
liabiliy; White had the advantage.
However, Portisch’s move is also
interesting, even if less logical

7 Dxes
8 &xel Wl
9 cxds exds
0 00

1 ae

Neither now nor a move carlier
could White grab the pawn without
dire consequences.

"o Deed

12 W e

In principle the exchange of
picces assists White

1B g
13 . et came into consider-
ation.
1 00 Eacs
15 Wb o7
15 ... Reb 16 24 o6 17 Wl
would ot solve Black's problems.

16 &ae axe?
7Gx Wes
18 Zadl 208
19 2d4

‘When dealing with an isolated
pawn, the method is simple: first
fix it, then attack it, then start
Some other action, while the oppo-
nent's peces are tied toits defence.

1 Ted?
20 Liar et
2 e

Very probably Babotsov inten-
ded 21 ... @cS, but as Portisch
pointed out, 22 ¥bS D6 23
EadS g5 24 Wt is superior for
White. Black admits the mistake
and retreats.

a .. ar
2 W &
23 Wad

In such static situations the
better side always tres (o provoke
weaknesses
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2

2 et

2 et

Meran and Chigorin Variations 21

s
oxe?
b6

22 ... et does not help any
more due 10 23 Rxe6 fre 20
Infs+ Gu 25 T(1+ bg8 26
Td1.0n22 .. kdthereis 23 564
&0 24 g4 4g6 25 21 with

advantage
23z o6 -

24 217 was threatened.
24 Eds 26
2 abs
2% o 61
7 e

Black is helpless.

27 .65 28 ¢6 16 29 Txb6 et
30 Bxc Gxes 31 7+ 30732 2dS

Black resigned.

PETROSIAN-TAIMANOV
USSR Championship 1955

a4
o
an
a0
I
a3
00
wa

as
o
afs
o
abd7
b4
00
446

On 8.3 Black would reply 8 .
246 9 We2 dxed 10 Axed c5.
Taimanov probably had the same

idea in mind, but his order of
moves is not corrct. He should
have played .. dxcé9 kxcd 26
followed by ... 5.

9 b3

This is the point. White will
take on c4 with his pawn. At the
same time e prepares to fiancheito
his queen’s bishop.

9. dxed

On9 .5 thereis 10 cxdS exds
11 @bs,

10 bied s
22 Ze8
12 Ded

A subile move, causing weak-

nesses and strengthening the pres-
sure on the diagonal bl-h.
. Qe
13 Rxed b6

Perhaps 13 ... g6 was a better
choice. Suetin then recommends
14 243 followed by ¢5 and 4o,
14 Zadt exdd
15 &M+

The introduction t0 a mighty
attack

15 he

16 Dad &S

Petrosian thought 16 . £1%
was the best defence. 16 .. &6
fails to 17 c5 @xh7 18 Exdé fol-
lowed by xh, while 16 ... &c7
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move is of course 7 . &xcs,
although 7. @cbis also playable,
cven if the isolated queen's pawn
after 8 cxdS exdS (Karpov-
Belyavsky)_might_not suit all
tastes. 7. $a3 Ba3 dxed 9 dxcd
Wxcs 10 We2 (Portisch-Eliskases)
leaves the pawn structure sym-
metrical but with White having a
dangerous edge in mobiliy.

The main linc is 7 ... £xé5 8
W2 c6 9 a3 Was. Unil very
secently 10 Edl has been the
universallyaceepted move, to
which the best reply is 10... &ke7.
10.._ 28 11 Da2¢5 12 g5 Dad
13 b1 (Korchnoi-Karpov) is
enterprising, but in reality Black
has overextended himself. 10 is
00 carly to attack; Black must
untangle his pieces first. It trns
outthatafter 10... 4¢7 11 @d2es
12 25 d4 13 ©b3 Wd8 Black has
untangled quite well (Portisch-
Belyavsky), and soon after, auen-
tion was given 1o the strange-
looking 11 a2, breaking the pin
another way. White still has prob-
lems with kingside development,
although the move is not quite as
bad as it was made to appear in
Miles-Belyavsky,

The real shock to Black came
when White staried to play 100-0-0
(Speclman-Short, Klinger-Bonsch).
We have seen in carler chapters
how an early We2 is generally a
preparation for queenside casiling
and a kingside pawn storm, but

the swarm of black pieces on the
queenside appears to suggest that
White should play more dicreetly.
In fact Black has considerable
problems. Gurevichs idea of cast-
ling queenside puts the apparently
sedate &1 Attack into a whole
new light

PORTISCH-BOBOTSOV
Amsterdam 1971

1o as
2 o o
3 @a &7

In this order of moves White
can postpone &3 and continue &
LF4 865 €30-06 Bel. However,
6...¢5 7 dxeS xcs 8 cxdS exdS
9803 &c6 10 ke2 &e6 11 00
Be 12 ©bS @cd, Korchnoi-
Karpov, Brussels 1986, offered
White only a small advantage,
while 7 W5 8 26 xd6
€xd6 TR 10 &3 Exd6, Chernin-
Belyavsky, USSR Championship
1987, led to level play.

4 on af
s a1 &

Biack usually castles and then
fesponds ... ¢S, but somelimes he
plays ... ¢S immediately. Note the
distinction: with the bishop on f4
instead of g5 the pressure on
Black's centre is weaker, which
makes ... ¢S possible
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V.Vukovié pointed out 9 ... ¢5
10 xS (10 cxdS &xcdand . ed)
10 ... @xeS or 10 b4 &b6. With
the text move Black enters the
main continuation.

10 &xed &
oo 00
12 Zael

The introduction to a_decp
sacrificial idea. However, White
had at hisdisposalan even stronger
choice - 12 &a2, threatening &5,
while 12 .. e fail to 13 £bS.
With 12 a2 in mind we must
regard the carly 8 . We7 with
suspicion. 8 . dxed 9 fxed 27
100000 11 £d2¢S seems better.
12 &a2 would now be met by 12
~-hGand 12 acl by 12 .. exdd,
since the_queen s not exposed
on the e-fle. Some initial advan-
tage would be kept by 12 dxeS.

2. 4e7
13 G Bxed
14 Wed E

Evidently played in order to
prevent &bd. 14... &6 15 Whicd
s not satisfactory because of 16
@eS xS 17 dxes Waes 18 43
W7 1913 05 20 Wxe? Dre? 21
b4 But the commentators came
up with something else — 14 ...
8, when 15 &bd is met by 15 .
516 dxcs a5,

15 ga2

A very strong and useful move.

White has in mind &bl at a
crucial moment of his strategic
plan.
15 af
16 s e
On 16 .. &ke6, 17 &bl is quite
strong.

17 @es gxes.

dxes  Bxes
19 23 weT
0B

Now 12 Hacl and the ensuing
strategy with a_pawn sacrifice
become meaningful, White threat-
ens 10 open the f-file and the
pressure on the diagonalsis grow-
ing. On 20 ... exf3 White would
play 21 &bl with crushing effect.
Essential now was 20 ... 26 21
2b1 &S or 21 fred kxa2 22
Bxf6 Hacs, or here 2 &afb
gxf6 23 Hf3 Re6 24 €5 i,
but Euwe does not penetrate his
opponent’s thoughts.
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that Black might encouner after
1. 235 12 exf6 Wh6 13 fxg7
Lx§7 1400, 11 .. @xeS has the
soundest _reputation, although
Black’s play in the illustrative
game Capablanca-Levenfish can
be improved upon considerably.
iscems that Black should be able
10 equalize

1045 has been more popula
recent years, with White aiming
for a positional advantage in the
centre rather than a direct attack.
Black is in trouble after 10...exds.
1165, 50 he prefers ither 10 ...c4
o more occasionally 10... ¢5. On
10... 4 11 dxet Black can keep his
pawn structure intact with 11 ...
exd3 (Karpov-Tal), although White
scems (0 have rather the better of
the resulting piece play. 11 ... xc
(Gligorié-Ljubojevic) s mote pop-

ar, with Black acceptinga weak
wn on ¢6 in retwrn for active
picce play, particularly along the
ab-hl and b7-gl diagonals. An
important nuance, which Ljubo-
Ievié neglects, is that it i often
hest 10 delay the Ranchetto of the
jueen’s bishop in order to reduce
the embarrassment_potential of
ihe move @gS. Black can avoid
the weak point on ¢6 by playing
0.5, but ceally after 11 b3 the
pawn structure ought 10 favour
White, who has the makings of
1 blockade on the white squares
(Polugayevsky-Biyiasas). The at-
fempt 10 break the blockade with

1. o4 does not give quite cnough
for the sacificed pawn.

“The next try from the diagram
position, 8 ... bd, saves time but
leaves some weak squares. 9 Ded
is a strong reply. An important
point 1o note is that White,
allowed, will play @36+ deflect-
ing.a minor piece from the defence
of the critical ¢S square. Yet with
proper care Black's position should
be tenable, as both Tal-Ljubojevic
and Korchnoi-Polugayevsky show.
Black must try to play ... ¢5, and
be very careful over his castied
position. Portisch-Polugayevsky
saw an immediate Black capture
on cd (after 8 ... £679 0.0 b4 10
@ed), but this placed the white
bishop on a good diagonal; later
the knight manoeuvred from f3 to
o via d2.

8 ... 467 often transposes into
lines with 8 .. b4, particularly if
White tries 9 0-0.'9 4 has inde-
‘pendent significance. White gains
space in the centre, but acceps his
knight will not reach e4. After9...
b4 10 @ad ¢ 11 ¢5 &S Black
achieves his thematic break, but
at a time when his king is stil
potentially exposed. Uhlmann-
Larsen shows how not to take
advantage of this: after 12 &xcS
@xc5 13 dxes facs 14 &bSH
e7 the black king s remarkably
safe and Black has all the active
play resulting froma well imed
o5 break. 14 0-0 is an important
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further advance of the a-pawn.

B e Rl
30 Rt ol
31 g

0F 31 &1 &e6

31 .. GhS+ 32 gt Do+ 33
@gS D45 34 ndS HadS 35 hd
f6+ 36 gd o4 3705 €3 38 26 ZaB
39 &5 Txa6 40 hS Ba2 41 Al
Draw.

POLUGAYEVSKY-TORRE
Moscow 1981

1d das
2 o1 o

3 an 2f6
30 o6

5 4gs dxes
6 et bs

7 s h6

8 ahe 8

9 Dxgs hxgs
10 fxg5  @bd7
11 exte b7
2 g e

13 s

It is mot difficult to notice that
13 bd is met by 14 &xcé bxc
IS dxe6, which justifies the text
move.

e abs

On 13 .. &h6, as played in
Bagirov-Yusupov, 1981, Kasparov.
and Keene propose 14 xh6 xh6

(X7_Wed |
i
2]
|

L |
F4 LA
ByBems

and insicad of 15 2 b4 16 Ded
Q6 17 Dxc5 xS theyconsider
15 ¥d2 with advantage to White.
The continuation 15 .. 2g6 (or
15 .. Bxf6 160-0-0) 160-0-0 @xf6
17 W3 856 18 g2in Belyavsky-
Pinter, European Team Cham-
pionship 1984, supported that
opinion.

13 @eS 14 &g2 Bd3+ 1S
i1 W7 16 dxes favours Whitc.
However, after our game Black
started 10 play 13 ... Wbé, an old
move in new atire, and we shall
examine tin the ollowing games.

14 dres
“The fruit of the home analysis

of one of the most industrious
grandmasters.

N =
-
Lo

e
A
AKX A
WA
5|

L
=

e

W+

In 2 number of recent games
Black has defended more stub-
bornly by 14 .. &xhl 15 ¢7 $d1.
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activate the rook.

2
3 o

It s certainly an er

Play the Queen's Gambit

zd6

r ot to

play 15 and allow Black to play
15 himself, a chance which Stahl.

berg misses.
B . b6
M &
3 i Hes
36w bs
37 s 2e8
The only way to meet &ed.
38 2et 2e1
39 248 P
0 e

‘The accumulation of small mis-
takes has led Black intoa position
where his unavoidable downfall
becomes very clear. With the domi

nant bishop on dS, supported by
the centralized king, the break-
through ed-e5 will eventually de-
cide for White against a black
position which offers no counter-

play.
a0 .
a1 s
2 e
43 g
44 wd4
45 Zal

Preventing ...

4 .
46 Ea

ds
axbs
a7
Ezl
o7

b7
acs

47 T+ e
8 e or3+
9 s @t

49 . Ees 50 TaT+ 18 51
207+ o8 52 Re6 fxe5 53 Tng?
comes 1o much the same.

50 g8 D2+ 51 i @ 52
Dxg?+ G 53 exfo d754 xdT+
@xd7 55 Robt Black resigned.

ALEKHINE-LASKER
Zarich 1934

a das
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Very strong, Since I8 .. Dg6
fais to 19 @h6+, Black is forced
into passivity.

18 ed?
19 Kt Zads
20 wed

‘W6 has opened the road (o the
black king.
0 .. 13
2 wgs ne
There was more resistance in
21... WbS, although 22 @eT+ and

23 Wab leaves no doubt as to
Who s better

2 d6 g1
2 et

“This s really difficult to meet.
3 . o
2 28

Kotov pointed out that, faced
with several direct threats 10 his
king, Black could not escape with
24... 16 because of 25 &S+ $h7
26 %6 16 27 s,

u . s
25 Ois+ ke
26 W6 Resigns

ALEKHINE-MAROCZY
San Remo 1930

1oa s
2 ot o
3 a3 a6

4 Res &el
5 e Dva7
6 an 00
7 Zel o
8 243 dxet
9 Rxet  @as
10 &7 T
11 et b6

Maroczy's solution to the devel-
opment problems. In my opinion
it is a dubious solution. Black
should stick (o ... €5 or ... DS,

2 0o ab7

13 o

1 cannot pass over Simagin's
beautiful 13 &5 BST6 (correet is
13 ... Tfe) 14 Ra6 xeS (14 .
456 Toses the queen) 15 &xb7
Wib7 16 Dad6.

o

Y

Alekhine considered 14 265
stronger.
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In game 6 of his 1927 match
with Alekhine, Capablanca de-
fended with 11 ... Wbd+ 12 $a2
Wrd2+ 13 dxd2 2d8 14 Bhdl
D3f6, but 15 @t @b 16
£b3 Y8 17 we2 kept a small
advantage for White. The sequel
17... BT 18 @e5 2471913 &e
20 ¢4 demonstrated that due to
lack of space it as not an easy
task to fight against White's full
pawn centre. This explains why in
several later games of the match
Capablanca turned 1o 11 .. 56,

2 ag
On 12 &xfét Black retakes

with the queen, ready to proceed

with the frecing ... c5 or .. ¢5

n . &

12 .. ¢S has been tried t00, but
with somewhat less success. After
1100 cxdé 14 Wxdd Black stil
s some difficulties to overcome.
However, 12 ... Wb+ is more
ogical now, because after 13 Wd2
Wad2+ 14 B2 the immediate
14 . ¢S is possible, with cqual
play.

13 0o exdd

Relistab tried 10 improve on
this and proposed 13

the same dilemma. On 13 .. ¢4 14
f0d2 Ee8 the further 263 and
2 builds up strong pressure on
the advanced e-pawn. Therefore

Lasker's decision is correct.
14 ars

IF 14 exdd, Black will block the
centre with .. b6 and ... &bds.

" . was
15 Bixds

There may be a minimal ad-
vantage for White in 15 ©5tdd
b6 16 b3 &4 17 We2. By tak-
ing with the other knight Alekhine
wants to prevent the development
of the black bishop.

15 .. e

16 43 s
17 s Whe

In the light of White's eply this
must be a mistake. |7 .. g6 forces
White 10 retreat and keeps the
balance: 18 ©d4 WeT 19 W
ack. With the queen still on
there is o possibility of playing
Rdl and &d6, as happens later.

18 wde
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40... 6 is inadequate due to
a1 @b

4 2et

Akiller! If Black prevents 6
with 41 ... De8 then 42 g3 Wgs
4398 puts him nan unenviable
siwuation.

a . D6
2 Dis i

Black cannot allow the passed

pawn on the afile.
8o ke
44 argst xS
45 Dxgs+ s
46 ba wfs

47 Wd+ with mate was threat-
encd.

47 ¢6 WS 48 W2+ e 49
W3+ $06 50 Wg3+ dS ST WD+
e5 52 Wed+ f6 53 We+ s
547 WIS+ 55 Ged LB 56 Wdd
RS ST Wd6+ W16 58 Ded Black
resigned.

CAPABLANCA-KAN

Moscow 1935
ta a6
2 o o
3 @a ds
1an @bd?
5 g5 el
6 00
7 el o
8 283 dxcs

9 wxed  @ds
10 Bxe? Wl
[y 256

The move that lost its good
reputation after this game. Let us
sce why,

12 263 &

Since 13 d5 leads nowhere,
Black's position scems OK. Yet
the great Capablanca finds an
exceptionally subtle move that
changes the apparent sitvation.

X
WAZAWAK A

13 @

Afier this Black is really at a
loss what 0 play. 13 ... exdd 14
W is definitely bad, and 13 ..
18 does not work because of 14
DfgS b6 IS WhS g8 16 axi7
2x67 17 @6, as pointed out by
the Soviet master Belavenets.

13 e

14 Wa

Very strong again. White will
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" . @sts

14... @4 15 265 Kd8 16 Wad,
Portisch-Ljubojcvié, Milan 1975,
was 10 beter.

15 Zel exdd
16 2bS

Alekhine rejected 16 c5 &gt
17 Wxdd because of 17 .. &xf3 I8
i3 Dgxes 19 Bxes Dxes,20
Wxes Bacs.

16 . Fes
n 2es
18 axd7
19 Exel
0 28
2 £xcg
2 wis
3 467
2 a6
25 2e8
2%

White has succeeded n entering
1 better endgame. His spatial ad-
vantage should not be underrated.

Alckhine’s opinion Black should

offered the exchange of queens
126 ... We.

% . a6

7 3
F b
Aunless.

9 a5 buas

W obas  wds

o @b e

The bS square auracts the

bishop, but he will be unhappy
when e reaches it

2 e wer
B o 268
34 was
EE

As long as there is action there
s no peace for Alekhine’s 0ppo-
nent,

35 . exts
36 Gs WS
3 Qa4

Making use of the fact that 37

WieS is not possible (38 Dxb5),
‘White starts subtle play against
the black bishop.

. o7
3 an ot
3 wn wrs

Alekhine noted 39 ... £45 40
Wda Wadd 41 Oixdd S04 42 BF5
and @d6.

w0 wa w7






index-315_1.png
n Play the Queen's Gambis

19 Wet

This must have been a pleasant
move 10 post. n a familiar position
White innovates with a_ queen
sacrifice. Black must play along;
he can hasdly allow Wxa?

[T a6
20 dxes Bxdd
20 o7 b8

White has o minor pieces
and a really massive passed pawn
in retwrn for the queen. Inaddition
Black's king i seriously exposed.
Black must now decide how to
organize his defence. The stra-
tegic options arc essentialy limited
to two. Either, 25 in the game,
Black can ignore the unwelcome
intruder and atiempt 1 consoli-
date his superior force elsewhere,
o he can prepare the exchange
sacrifice ... 2dS, climinating the
passed pawn. In terms of actal
moves, it tens out that 21 .. §¢7

would have been more accurate,
the difference being that 3 later
&xa7 would not be check. Kraus-
ser gives as the critical line 21 .
@e7 22 &ed a5 23 xal kb
(23 .. b7 is premature; afier 24
b6 followed by xdS when ap-
propriate, White's two rooks and
bishops will have lttl opposition)
24 Eb6 &S 25 DxdS+ exdS 26
D=4+ Eabs 27 Labi+ dabs 28
£1d5 &2+, Even here White
has good winning chances in the
endgame; Black has had to counter-
sacrifice heavily o break the force
of White's attack.

7 g &

Since22 . Zdsallows23 fxaT+
@xa7 24 fcS+ b8 25 Ha+
@c7 26 Zeb+ 4627 Bed+ when
‘White emerges from his sactifices
a piece ahead. We briefly consider-
ed the position after 23 .. dxb]
24 £b6 in our previous note; 4
possible continuation s 24... 246
25 gfd1 LhS 26 Tdcl &8 21
D4 and Black i strangely help-
ess in view of the knight fork 27
- &xa? 28 Bd6t

2 b3

Itis noteworthy how important
this modest litde move can be in
such a sharp variation. In both
Kasparov-Dorfman and Kasparov-
‘Tal White played b3 with the idea
of setting up a_positional piece
sacrifice on ¢3. Here though, his
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Simple methods 5 10 s 2 15 bt -
e Treen mon
pinw e o o
B s s
Black overstepped the ime imit,  White would prefer 13 dS cxds

Further resstance is possible, but 14 Wxds o4 15 £d4 &fb 16 WgS,
it would be hard o imagine Capa-  but 13 . o4 14 £ c5 15 0bS
blanca failing to win this position {6 would bring him no joy.
in the long run ones
14 des s

EUWE-THOMAS 15
Hastings 1934-35 Rubinstein's move, first played

in 1920 against Dr Lasker in

1 6 splay game in Berlin with live
2 o picces. Just atempo divides Black
3 4 afs from a clear draw, but before he
4 g5 &7 can develop his bishop the ad-
5 e 00 vance of the f-pawn shows that
6 an avd? all the problems have not becn
7 2o o solved.

8 ad3 dxes

9 fxcd @S

10 Rxe?  Wxel

0o Dxed

For the purposes of carrying out
5 this move i the most logical
choice. Exchanges in_principle
help the more cramped side.
17 2
1612 bxcd then 12 .. ¢S with.
b6 and ... &b7 tofollow keeps the
balancs.
1 . e

Mostcommon. 12...b6 13Wc2  Thomas falters on his firststep.
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Bovinnik's Variation an

‘The time for another pause and
an important decision. 23 &xa7
came into consideration, butthen
23 b7 24 Db Td3 o1 24 &e3
Wt leaves White vulnerable.
Therefore Kasparov decides to
play s he did in the carler games
against Timoshchenko and Dorl-

2
u
2
2%
7
3

By
Tredr
W2

Sl

b4

@
bued
w8
246
@7

Again fllowing the ideas applied
in the carlier games. He is ready

1o meet 28

5 ..

»
2

&

nd good, too.

30
B
2
3
3
3
3

Zneh
2o+
La7+
2
Ra7+
45
B

- Hab with 29 5as.

@cs
Les

He8 seems quite natural

axal
b8
a8
&b
a8
Y

A courageous try, but I doubt
ity wisdom. Being a ook down,
ll White can hope for is a draw.
Vitolins s right when he says that

after 36 ... 43 it is White who
has 10 find a draw: 37 a7+ &k
38 £e3 We6 39 BaT+ (39 Wa2t
W8 40 Wa7+ c8 isa Black win)
39 6840 7 W (40... ThaK
41 Eal B842 Ha3 withatleasta
draw) 41 (B=W- (4] Wed Zd1+
42 g2 Wds+ 43 3 Zxn2+ and
mates) 41 .. Bxff 42 Wxcd B+
43 g2 Wds+ 44 wh3 WhS+ 45
g2, draw.

36 ... 4eS 37 RaT+ Fa8 38
3 Fd739 Wad+ G840 kaT+
B 41 Wxes WS 42 Wae+ Wh7
43 Wed+ WeT Draw.

KRAUSSER-GUNTHER

Correspondence 1990
1 ode ds
2 ]
3 an 6
1 ea ofs
5 g5 dxet
6 o bs
7 e he
8 &he £
9 Dxgs s
10 fxgs @b
g 2b7
12 2 w6
B e 000
18 00 s
15 ds bs
16 @24 wbs
1 a3 kg
18 axbt cxba
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both prevent . f5 and build a
battery on the bl-h7 diagonal

" b8
o3 exds
s ar6
o '3
Wad 2o

be Tads
wa

The opening has given White
aclear edge based on the pressure
directed at the black king.

w0 . w7
i oy M dxes
2 abt An improbable move, but how
1o order to thecaten 5. ffectve! -
E 6
- s 3 war o
e} Y Yo 3
2 am s ¥ iz
37 Wt e
) hes Fl+
% 6
Whic's spail advaage grows, 1 65 Wins immediaiely.
3 e
® e dge 9 Wt dagr
27 ¥e a0 s by
Bz by S om-ws Zem
s s b 2o
Fv 8 Zan 3+
prigey a4
Now the castle door is open. s en
s P 8
g6 1646 .. Bigh then 47 Ted
on a1 b6
VL 806 34 gt is even B o 3

warse, 9 g
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Meran and Chigorin Variations

1w as
2o o
3 an 3
4 aa o
s e Dba7
6 ad3 dred
7 daet bs
8 243

White is ot obliged to allow
the complications of the Botvinaik
Variation in order to_seck to
prove an advantage;  e3 is also a
perfectly legitimate try, keeping
the c-pawn protected. True, White
blocks the diagonal of his queen’s
bishop, but arguably ... 61 also,
in the context of the position,

3

passive.

“The position in the diagrarm is
an important theoretical cross-
foads. ILis the basic position of
the so-called Meran Variation,
named after the game Grnfeld:
Rubinsicin played in Meran 1924,
Naturally Black will pay to frec
his position with a later ... ¢S
but how should he g0 about ths?
There are three different tries,
§..36.8 .. b4and § .. b7
cach with s own strengihs and
weaknesses

8 ... 26 is the traditionl ap-
proach, sl popular. Black refuses
o compromisc his pawn structure
with . b4 and prepares his the-
matic break. The only problem
is that the move is siow and
allows White 10 play aggressively
inthe centre with 9 ¢4 ¢ and now
cither 105 or 10 ds. Lively
positions resull

“After 1065 cxdd 11 @xbs Black
hasa basic choice of three moves
11 axb, 11 .. £gd and 11
@xé5. It is probable that Whitc
can recain an advantage after 11

g4 12 Wad, while Botvinnik
Euwe shows some of the problems
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2 245 Resigns

VIDMAR-FINE

Olympiad 1935
1 de ofs
2 o
380 ds
4 &gs @bar
5 e 267
6 @ 00
7 Bl o
8 ad dxet
9 kxct  @ds
10 &x7  WxeT
100 Dxe3
12 Exad e
13 ¥

‘The most common choice. The
queen is well posted on ¢2. After
the exchange on d4 (see the next
game) it will play its role on the
bl-h7 diagonal, while after the

blockade with ... ef it will exert
pressure on the black central pawn
as well as on the c-fle.

13 ¢4 exdd 14 Wadd ismet by 14
. bS 15 2d3 c5. In case of 14
x4, 14 . DS is satisfactory.
Beware of 14 .. Wxed 15 Zel We6
16 @6 or 15 .. Whd 16 &f5-d6.

A viable alternative is 13 Wbl
liked by Maroczy and Vidmar.
White prepares b and makes
possible fel. Black responds
best with 13 . exdd (13 . ¢4 14
©d2 @fb 15 b4 is advantageous
to White because 15 . 25 16
£xd5 cedes the open file 1o White
while otherwise the further bS
achicves a lasting advantage in
the endgame) 14 exdd @6 15
2b3 WI6 16 Tel Re6 17 Rxeo
fxe6 with a minimal advantage
for White.

. o
Waiting moves fike 13 ... Zeb






index-316_1.png
Botwinnik's Variation 3

aim is more straightforward; he
simply wans (o secure his knight's
outpost on ad. Natwrally Black
cannot allow the c-file o be opened.

3 .. a
20 Hadl  2he

The threat was 25 Bxdd exdd
2 &fa+. 24 .. £46 was another
defensive try, with the idea of
blocking the c-file. After 25 &xdd
€xd4 26 Exdd £c727 Bed Zh528
Eel Be5 29 &ixed bxed 30 Bxe3
Wa$ 31 403 Black's bishop is no
more effective than a pawn. Al
though White is queen for rook
down, he is winning, his plan
being 1o start advancing his King-
side pawns and then to liquidate
with a timely xc7. Instead of
suffecing this, Black aims for
counterplay.

5 x4 exdt
26 Txdd @
27 ge

7. 1w

This loses without a struggle
‘The endgame after 27 .. Wxed 28
bxcd c1=W29 Bxcl 4xel 30 Dcs
a5 has more life to it. There is a
traps if White tries 31 b3, Black
saves ot the bishop but the pawn,
with 31 . a4 32 el b3, The
opposite colour bishops ending
after 31 a6+ $al 32 b=

Rxb8 33 @xbB xbE 34 £dS is
critical. The first two points
to note are, firsly, that the two.
black pawns will be unable to
queen without assistance, and,
secondly, that White will have
10 piay £x17, thereby forcing
Black (0 play ... &xf6. White's
three connected passed pawnsare
strong cnough though 10 force
one through, given time and care.
“To counter this, Black's king must
assist his own pawns, but Black's
king is no_closer t0 the critical
zone than White's. Therefore as
soon as Black advances his king,
‘White will have the winning plan
of centralizing his own king.

2 Set et
29 Exel zas
30 Qs as

Black s close 1o zugzwang.
3 M @a7
2 Daa zds

32 .. b8 resists longer.
1 b Resigas
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The position is not so simple as it
looks and precise play s required.
Thus on IS .. Wa$ Taimanov
analysed 16 £5 2xf5 17 WhS g6 18
W5 by 19 4 (6 20 W14 24721
W6 with the initiative, Black
therefore_must_choose between
Fuwe's 15 ... Wed 16 &b3 &5
(but evidently not 16 ... de6 17
92 WS 18 (Sor 16... W6 17e4
Wxed 18 15 with a very strong
initiative) 17 Whs g6 18 Who
a8 19 £c2 WdS 20 4 Rxed 21
Bh3 Wes+ 22 BR TME8 with
unclear play, or Lasker's more
“olid 15 .. W16, which  recommend.
s the best solution. On 16 ¢4
Wiack equalizes with 16 .. £¢617
o5 BT 18 3 S or 17 a3
Wi+ 18 Sh1 Fad8, when 19 15
tails 10 19.. dcé. The mostlogical
s 16 15 preventing Black's bishop
coming out, when Black must act
energetically, completing his de-
velopment with 16 -.. b5 17 243
14 18 EcS B8 (not however
1K Wxb2 19 16 g6 20 EhS) 19
Wel' 25720 Tod a5 with level
play.
()

By playing f5 White blocks the
juth of the black bishop, and at
ihe same time {6 looms on the
horizon. 16.... 66 17 cd with Zg3
w10 late now, with 16 .. 2d7 17
 gxf6 18 W4 also inadequate,
and 16 .. B8 17 16 grf6 18 WhS
or 17 Bxdl 18 fxe? Exf1+ 19

2101 cqually hopeless

16 ... bs
17 ik bt
8t

“This s the point. White succeeds.
in opening up the position of the.
black king and obtains promising
chances

18 g6
1 Hxes Wedr
20 1 267

20 .15 fails 10 21 WhS.
2 Zeds et

After 21 .. WgS 22 We2 the
threat to 17 remains.

2 wa s

3 a7

White gets careless. 23 E6fé

was proposed by Neistady, and
Euwe himself suggested 23 Txf7
Bxf7 24 Exi7 @bl+ 25 2dl
£xg2+ 26 gl On the text move
Biack could reply 23 ... Bads,
but instead he played the weaker

2 .. Bacs
2 Sen Zeds
24 ... BcT loses 1025 &cd, but
24 Wt was belter, preventing
what follows.
25 wgs ad6
25 ... Wd4 would be punished
by the same crushing rejoinder.
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@

Or 3. $1339 adi+.

39 2 14 406 Black resigned.

KASPAROV-DORFMAN
USSR Championship 1981

1de
2 o
3an
i ea
5 &gs
6 et
7
8
9

" g

The position is very rich in
tactical content. On 14

as
o
a6
3
dxed
bs
b6
8
hxgs
abd?
b7

000

b for

instance, White continues 15 0
bxcd 16 dxe6 @e5 17 Zel witha
strong initiative.

15 00 b
16 @ad

Earlier analysis continued 16
dxe6 &xg2 17 €7 Axfl 18 @dS
Web 19 exdi= 8+ dxds 20 Sl
Exh2 21 gl Zn 22 &ed with
advantage, but 21... $hputsthe
idea in doubt

“The Soviet master Vitolins pro-
posed a curious sacifice - 16 b1
bxe3 17 back opening the bl
for attack. My first reaction in
one of sceptiscism, but it needs
practical testing.

16 . s
16 .36 17 a3 is worse.
17w abs

17...exd5 18 axbd cxbd 19 el
Ieaves Black without counterplay.

18 axbt exbd
19 43
The first critical point. Some

what later Dvoiris-Sveshnikov.
Sochi 1983, continued 19 Wyi
Hxd$ 20 Bfel ¢3 21 bxe3 Exgs 2
cxbit &8 23 Wdd+ 2dS 2
Wixa7 with a strong attack.

19 Wdé is Krausser-Gnther.

9. ey
2 dds TS
2 wer 6
2 mfel @5
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leading 10 obscure and complex
wctical play. Black is sull strug-
ling for his life but can perhaps
wold out.

15 Exdt vkl
16 7 26
17 b

‘With the black rook and bishop.
ot of play White does not count
material

" . ah6
8w b4
19 46 8

1119 _bxed then 20 Bxb6 Lxg5
2ixgS 4522 £h3.
2 a1 )
2 hgs Qo
On 21 ... 25 there is 22 Ded
ke 23 Rg2 247 24 Red (with
the idea of @5) 24 &8 25
Gixcd. Therefore Black hurries to
Wreak the strangling chain of
twwns by a piece sacrifice.
2 dxed o7
23 et xeT
2z
2 Hxab would allow 2
het 25 26 18+ followed by
Ze7 with an active king's
ok,

2 ZhiB
2 gt
26 Zbas
7

Later_Polugayevsky demon-
strated 27 hS 2d6 28 SaT+ 2d7
20 2xd7+ $xd7 30 Dgd winning.
but 27 . 2g8 28 g6 fxg6 29 Rxg8
Exg8 stil keeps chances.

7 . s
# i 204
2 hs 20

Alihough in great time trouble
Black finds his only chance.

30 Gast wo
31 Exdt exdd
2 an

Correct was 32 &xd3 dd5 33
6 and Black is lost.
32 . 22
Doing what can be done and,
as we shall see, confusing the.
opponent.
EERTE )
34 &h3+
Missing the winning move 34
16 for the second time.
3 .. wes
35 e o
Now Black breaks down. 35 ..
d3 saves a draw.
3% g6 w3
36... fxgbloses 1037 hxg6 Ees+

38 $d2 27 39 417 and the pawn
reaches the last rank.

37 g1 s
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or 13 ... &h8 fail, the former to
14 45 ¢xdS 15 4xdS D6 16 4b3
6 17 TeT £xb3 18 axb3 W4
19 Wed Wxcd 20 bro, the latter to
14 263 ¢4 15 D25 16 13 @f6
17 fxed fred 18 ZeS or 15 .. @l
16 Tes.

14 a0 3
15 Zel

The alternative to which WHite
used 1o resort was 15 b3 with
the idea of making possible EcS-
<S. For example: 15 .. 3e8 16
s Da7 17 35,01 15 A5 16
1 £g6 17 14, or 15 ... £d7 16
S b6 17 BeS $dS 18 h3, or IS

8 16 55 &7 17 Bas witha
small advantage to White in each

15 . st

Several possibilties have been
nied here. 15 .. &h8 was once
popular in order to make possible

26 (otherwise @xes), but 16
14 keeps the advantage, trading
e b-pawn for an important cen-
il pawn,

More logical seems 15 ... 215,
meventing bé, but then 16 a3
Tud (16 ..a5' 17 £a2) 17 b4 26
1 Wol, preparing a4 and bS, or
1K b3, preparing HeS-cS, gives.
 lasting if not big advantage.

In Marovié-Sandor, Beverwijk
1907, Black came up with an inter-
swing idea. He played IS .. 47,
allowing 16 b4 Hacs 17 Wbl a6

18 a4, and then with 18 . hS
started counterplay on the other
wing. Siill, 19 bS axbs 20 axbs
Dgd 21 1 W6 22 T1e2 4 23
13 80h6 24 bxcb bact 25 Dh2 WS
26 hi kept the advantage.
16 b4

This is why Whit played Zel,

defending the c3 rook.

16 . a6
17 @1 48

a4 Bds.
19 bs abs
20 axbs ka7

U bxes ek

In the long run the lone b-pawn
will become weak, and since Black
has no counterplay we must con-
clude that White has won the
opening ducl,

2 ks 245
B e 3

24 W Zes
25 Wi was
26 s Db
27 ae axcd
28 Dxed  Zbs
2 s Exct
0 Dxgr ok
31 N

“The exchanges have worked in
White’s favour. His solid pawn
structure and better kingare pro-
mising elemens.

A . 2
2 e a2
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been much stronger. The text
move allows a serics of tactical
solutions. For instance, 32... Eb8
is met by 33 Zdl+ bes 34 4
and 32 .. 47 by 33 $d3+ e,
34 3b4. Black’s pieces are di
organized and his king exposed.
. oo
3 Wi
33 ... @ad fails 10 34 Tdl and
33 Rd4 10 34 b7+,

34 191
34 Wa6+ probably wins, 100,
but this is more forceful.
3. a8
3 ga
The final point.

35 .. Wad 36 Ld6+ Des 37
Stxes 48 38 WhI TS 39 Wha+
Fd7 40 WeT+ e A1 Wxest
Wik 42 Lxco Exes 43 Ged+
Black resigned.

KASPAROV-TAL
Spartakiad 1983

1a as
2 o o
3 00 af6
4 @a 6
5 ag dxet
6 et bs
7 e b6
8 &he s

9 Gxgs hags
10 &gs @bd
1 exts b7
2 g 5

13 ds W
14 a2 00.0
15 00 b4

16 @as wbs
17 a3 @b
18 axb4 exbs
19 23 Sxds
20 4xds  RxdS
20 We2 26
2 sl Qs

An important new try. There
o doubt that knowing Kasparovs
carlier games Tal prepared the
new line for this encounter. Il
defends the c-pawn and for 23 dt4
has prepared 23... 324 Txed!
Wicd 25 Bcl Whcl+ 26 Ruel
Dxcl 27 Weat b7 28 Wacl
£46. With his knight out of play
White's prospects do not scei
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A year later Tal found the
Sronger 22 ... &¢5 - sec our next
wame. 22 ... 63 does not work
cither: 23 #xbS Exbs 24 Gxc3
bxc3 25 Bxed a7 26 Hao.

EES)

A fine point! It introduces a
piece sacrifice based on the fact
that Black is practically playing
without his rook on hs, while the
bishop i also limited in scope.

3 . o
24 &l bred
2% Exedr 07

Kasparov demonsirated 25
b7 26 We2 26 27 ba.

2 We 246
27 mel wh7
% ba

Allthat Biack needsisa tempo.
It he cant get it, It becomes
tlcar that the black king has not
tound a quiet refuge at d7.
3 .. bt
29 bt
On 29 Ber+ 2xc7 30 WxcT+
ek 31 RS there is 31 .. WhY.
9 . wgs
30 Lt
30 13 WIS 31 Wad+ achieves
nothing because the pawn on fbis
Innging. By taking on a7 White
widens his attacking chances since.
the square b6 is not controlied

any more.

In an earlier game of the same
tournament, Timoshchenko de-
fended with 30 ..¢5 31 Wa2 Zd1
32 Zndl WxdI+ 33 g2 s 34
Wad+ Geb and now simply 35 b4
left himin a lost position. Dorfman
evidently thinks he has found an
improvement

3 ES

This must have come as a sur-
prise. After the exchange of the
dominant black rook, Black's king
becomes very vulnerabe. Let us
add an interesting continuation
pointed out by Kasparov: 31
Ba8 32 Exas Hxa$ 33 Bb7+ ek
34 ZeT+ 18 35 W7 and there is
no defence.

. s
2 xS

On 32 WxeS @c6 would have
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order to weaken the pawn on f6
ECOgiws 15 Redasadvaniageous
to Whitc on the basis of 15 .. c5,
when the cxchanges at cS and b7
eave White with clearly the better
endgame, while the natural 15
Dxt6 16 W3 g7 s dismisscd
because of 17 3d <5 (again this
srange attempt) 18 dxcS ctc. Here,
however, 17 ... 26 18 Rfel 2d7
19 We2 s is not convinting
for White, Natural to me seems
15 &xh6 Bxh6 16 W2 (16 Ded
scems to me a serious alternative)
when 16 .. b8 (or 16... Zdhg
17 @4 e 18 Wbd) 17 Ded 5
18 914 £xcd 19 xed cxdd 20ad,
Lechtinsky-Rachman, Dubai Ol
ympiad 1986, gave White astrong,
nitative

15 We2

Years will pass until in 1963 a
wame played in the Czechoslovak
Championship between Alster and
Kupka attracts the attention of
the lovers of the Slav Defence.
Alster continued 15 dxes Bxd1 16
Haxdl &e$ 17 Ded and the queen
cifice proved correct. The passed.
pawn on the heile decided the
destiny of the game. 16 ... b4 17
G4 W, usually given as unclear,
«annot be considered satisfactory
cither. His lack of coordination
and inferior pawn structure force
Wlack to fight hard for equality.

15 . e
16 &3 was

Or l6... Wgd 1713 Whs 1813,
R
Zxibt g
[N

19 e was correct, avoiding
what Tollows.

2 b3

Undermining the black pawns
at the very moment when the
knight is exposed to the pin on the
afie

. &7
2 et bred
2 fa?

White is impatient. 22 Ebl
would have caused serious prob-
fems for his opponen.

2 . o

Black temporarily blocks the
bishop's way back. With thestrong
knight on d3 and the potentially
dangerous c-pawn he can hope
for equality even though a pawn
down.

2 bt Sxg2
24 a081 s
3 B2 e
% u e

‘White canno take on eS because
after ... £2 the c-pawn marches
ahead.

27 a1 extt

B g &

Forced. Black cannot await the
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I <
2 4 as
3 an 2
i @a o
5 kg5 dxed
6 et bs
7 s h6
8 ahs B
9 Dgs hxgs
10 dxgs D7
1 exts &67
7 g 3
‘The sharper 12...cS isanalyzed

in the Gl games,
A Spoting et ooms 12°. b 13 k€ et by 14
a5+ Tllowedby esaroean gl 04 Ot meby 4

& cxdd 15 Wadd, in both cases in
2 we White's favour
1620 Ged then 20... We7 21 g3 1 ag 000
Sxcd winning material
2 Lot
2 &
21 fedloses 1021 .. 2.
2 wis
2

Capitulation; however, 22 24
is also met by 22 ... Zxh2+ 23
@xh2 Eng+ 24 2h6 d2, or 24
@hS Bxhs+ 25 g3 es.

22... Exh2+ 23 xh2 Hh8-
Whd Exhdt 25 Rxhd WHd White
ko, 14 00 @es

Now that White has already

castled, ... ¢S comes 100 late, and

SMYSLOV-BOTVINNIK S0 apart from the text move Black
Sth match game 1954 has also explored 14 .. 2h6, in
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s not enough for equaliy. The
further 15 &oxe? dxe? 16 Ged is
in Whites favour.

“There s another aliernative here
which deserves our atention - 11

Bgh 12 816 @x16 13 exfo 407
14 2g2 Wh6, as in Korchnor-
fcllon, Las Palmas 1981, although
aler the further 15 ad 1 would
prefer (o be playing White. 12 h4
LagsS 13 hagS £ 14 86 et 15
et is also pleasant for White,

2 sg 268

In aother famous game of
the Botvinnik System, Litienthal-
Bowinnk, USSR Championship
1944, 12 .| a5 13 ext6 000 14
W3 206 15 00 Hxdd 16 Bfd]
wilered White the better chances.
12 W7 docs not place the
white centre under sufficient pres-
wure. 13 xf6 c5 14 0-0 xg2 15
Gxg2 W7+ 16 13 000 17 dxcs
e 13 We2 B3 19 Ded was
oo for White in the game Ruban-
Suvehenko, Tbilisi 1989.

13 2xts

Lilienthal proposed 13 hd, when
1V xgS 14 hxgs @ds 15 g6
W5 leads to an unclear position.
Worse s 15 .. fxg6 16 Zh WS
G 16 . Bxc3 17 @gd) 17 4h3
fxc3 18 13000 19 £xc6, again
tollowing an old analysis by Lili-
cuthal

Another alternative, rarcly played
and not explored as thoroughly as

other lines, starls with 13 &hd
However, after 13... #66 14 exf6
0-00 15 0-0 Black can play 15 ..
5, which compares favourably
with the positions where the bishop
is on g5.

8. s

14 exts s

£CO (Ist edition) gave 14
W7 with an exclamation mark,
but 1 do not have such a high
opinion of i, even if not looking
beyond the simple 15 ad. Choosing
14 W6, Bronstein was aware
of the fact that 15 @xbS cxbS 16
D7 &b4+ 17 M1 58 yields
an initiative, but perhaps he also
considered what Levenfish later
proposed_when annotating. the
game - 15 ... 0-0-0

15 a4 be
e wrs
17 we

Since 17 .. &a6 loses to 18
@6k, Black loses his c-pawn.
Sitil, owing to the pressure he will
build on the white d-pawn, he has
serious counterplay. 17 Zel, with
7 .5 18 @d6+ in mind, offers

7. 000
18 Wxed g
19 #xbd

On 19 Zdl WdS leads 10 3
balanced position.

9. St
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SMYSLOV-BRONSTEIN
Budapest Candidates 1950

a4
ot
an
ac
25
o
o5
sha
g
ixgs

as
o
afs
o6
dxet
bs
b6
I
s
@bd7

Black can keep the material

balance with 10

£e7 11 exfe

£xf6 12 £x16 Wf6, but 13 2e2
or 13 g3 and 14 g2 offers White

better prospects.

nog

A% &
AN
L
AR W

|
B mwgems

{ ]
w

Lilienthal’s move. The ianchetto
brings pressure on the long diago-
nal and builds a sccure ortress for
the king. White does not have to
take on {6 immediately.

11 W0 2b7 12 L2, expecting
12... Bg8 13 k4, is not s0 good
because of 12 ... Wb6 13 4xf6 ¢S
with the initiative.

u . 467

“The Soviet master Radchenko
had a rather bizarre idea - 11
b4 12 Ged Dred.butin my opinion
13 2108 nd8 14 262 must be
won for White

An altcrmative that has been
played much more is 11 .. Was
12exf6 b4 13 @cd ka6 iniending
13 2g2 ¢3). Here 14 W13 000
15 8e2 267 16 0-0 WS with
pressure on the long diagonal gives
Black  good game, while Floh's
1483 bra3 15 d2is met by IS
. WS 16 22 axb2 (17 Tnae
Ws). Therelore White usually
chooses between two good con
inuations:

2) 14 62 0.0:0 15 0-0 WS 10
WE2 (b no 16 13 6c5) 16
206 17 Badl ¢5 G 17 .. Wit
then 18 &hd when 18 . xhd
not enough for cquality) 18 dxct
xS 19 Txdf+ Exdh 20 g4 Wy
21 Bl is to White's advantage

©) The quiet 14b3is natsocim
1o meet. Komarov-Kamsky, USSH
1987, continued 14 .. 000 (i 1

WS then 15 <2 ©b6 16 T |
i1 WIS then 15 1) 15 W
Qb6 To fe3 $o7 17 Bl ani
White stood better.

Trifunovié’s 11 .. GxeS 12du>
Wnd1+ 13 Zad] G5 14 252 &1
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Smyslov takes as much as the
position offers.

42 .. BeB 43 bxaS+ ) 44
Bxdd 5 45 Ted Sc6 46 Lxes
Gxe6 47 1S G5 48 el Ted 49
h3 Zxad S0 h6 Zxas 51h7 Dad
2 dgd DB 53 Tni cd 54 FgS 3
55 g6 c2 and Black resigaed.

DENKER-BOTVINNIK
USA v. USSR Radio Match 1945

1 da ds
2 6
3 & o
ian af6
5 4gs dxed
6 et b5
7 e h6
8 &he s
9 Bugs hxgs
10 &xg5  @bd7
1 ets a7
On 11 ... &x6 White should

not follow his first impulse and
lay 12 913 27 13 @xbS because
17 cxbs 14 $aB £bé+ 15 b2
110 leads 10 trouble. However,
simply 12 a4 makes it diffcult for
Wiack
12 %

This move is oo timid ina tense
situation like this. 12 g3 is essen-
tial 0 keep an edge, but we shall
examine that line in the subscquent
wimes.

2. e
1 %o

On 13 a4 Black would reply 13

0-0-0 1425 Wa6 15,00 cS when
his_positionbecomes extremely
active. In Borisenko-Kuuksmaa,
correspondence 1968, 15 b3 4bd
16 el ¢ led to complications
unpleasant for While.

13 .. 0-00
White already feelsthe pressure
on the d-fil.

[ be
15 @ed o
16 w1

It has become evident how weak
White's castled position is if his
King is not protected by the king-
side fianchetto. After 16 ©d2
Kovacs-Fuchs, Debrecen 1967,
continued 16 WeT 1714 ¢xdd 18,
@xed 93 19 Wxdd kSt 20 Ghl
@xf6 21 Wb3 2dg8. On 16 Wc2
Botvinnik had inmind 16...<3 17
bxe3 We7 followed by .. cxdd.
Somewhat better was 16 hd.

16 .. W
1 g
Pawn moves would be met by
17 416 and an atack on the
ingsid file, but the text move
causes other incomveniences

7. exdd
18 dxed  Wes
) a3
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20 00 wes

Dr Euwe assesses the position
as equal. Still, Black has 10 over-
come some difficulics.

21 st

Natural and strang. White is
ready 1o meet 21 .. g or 21
by 2264,

u .. as

2 Wet 28

Creating tactical chances on the
open file and prompting White's
inaccurate reply, which prepares
W2 in order to thwart the atack.

23 et

Smysloy analyzes 23 Hacl as
stronger. The text move allows a
hidden tactical blow which equal-
izcs by force: 23 ... &x12 24 @x2
Wgd 25 Ggd Tdgd 26 Rxc6
Trgd 27 b7+ b8 28 Wek+
Eack 29 hxg3 $xb7 30 Ee3 Te2

ansn.

B
2
By

1
we2

s
Wet

Black's atiack has come 10 3
stop and White has preserved his

‘material advantage.

2
2%
7
28
b
3
3
£l

Hea
et
a3
Hec2
fed
ez
a0

he2
e
e
25
b6
Hxe2
Ba8

The square cd i ideal for the
knight, The activity of the black
picces will be reduced and the ad-
vance of the white pawns prepared.

n
n
3
3

Bt
]
@h2

w7
a8
©
s

35 .15 is hopeless because the
white knight will land on e5.

3% fxes fes.
37 fet 2a8
Bad, but 37 ... ¢5 38 &xb!
@xb7 39 g2 clearly favours White
3 @a3 247
30 Zbs+ e
@ oxd exad
a1 s 28
2 b
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though White can generate a de-
vastating attack with 14 ©xd7
Exd7 15 axbS axbs 16 Txad
£xa8 17 Wal 4b4 18 Wa7+ &6
190.0 2xc3 20 WeS+ <721 al,
butafter 21 .. £b7 White slosing,
the ethal tactical point beingthat
22 @xch is met by 22 .. Radd.

The continuation chosen by
Bronstein offers ltte.

n . @41

An_important_moment. The
centralized white knight must be
undermined or exchanged as soon
s possible. IF 11 .. b7 12 g2
WeT (against xb5) 13 00 h3
there is the strong 14 &h1 in-
ending to increase the pressure
Iy 813 and a4

2 we

1264 &b7 13 g2 Gxes 14 dres
W8 15 @13 §3 gives Black fine
play.

” . s

Years later the Yugoslav corres-
pondence player Jouié improved
on this by the sharp 12...cS, based.
i the tactical sequence 13 262
(13035 cxd) 13...cxdd 14 &xd]
427 15 &S WgT 16 DcT+ a8
17 &xa ba+ 18 1143 19 Wl
#362 20 Tb1 Wa2 when the lack
ol coordination in White's camp.
wannot be compensated bya whole
ook

13 dwes W

13... We8 wasagoodalternative.

4 gg 287
15 000 &g
16" -0
17 346

On 17 @ed thereis 17...h3 (not
17...¢5 18 ©fet) 18 43 c5.

L Zadg
18 Zhat Exds
19 exds
19 Exd6 meansexchanging both
rooks, which White avoids.
. was
20 Ges s
A st

1721 &cs Botvinnik considered
20 . Wxa2 22 Gnb7 Balt 23
a2 Wat 24 s Was+ 25 ¢c2
Wi,
a '3
2 Wet
Lateranalysisdemonstrated
that White had to continue with
2247 2d8 23 15 5 24 26 Rxg2
25 fxe6 fxe6 26 WxeG+ $hi 27
WIS+ with a draw.
n . 5
3 Wy &
Now 24 @xcS WS fails because
of the threatened ... #12.

U w4 Sxedt
25 dxed Tred
% g5

Caught in a difficult position
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CxbS 11 @xbS axbs 12 Hxas
b4+ 13 €2 47 with an over-
wWhelming imiativ. Aftr the better
10 exf6 afo 11 @eS &7 12
Dxch bé 13 Ded W4 14 g3 WeT
(analysis by the Soviet masier
Kamishov) Black's position is
preferabe.

One of the lesser variations of
the system which has been revived
recently with a number of new
ideas. White suceceds in breaking
up Black’s kingside pawn structure
and centralizes his knight, threat-
ening (sometimes) @xf7 or to
increase the pressure on the long.
white diagonal. But, as we shall
see, it is all easier said than done.

0. sl
10... S8 has recently been tried.

The usual complications result!
Tkonnikov-Stoyanovsky, Bulgaria
1990, continued 11 &e2 &d7 12
03 8b7 13 &xc6 Rxch 14 Dach
WET 15 d5 @c5 16 0-0 WEd with
mid-board chaos; after 17 &hl
@41 18 dxe6 Ikonnikov suggested
18 .. Exg2 19 extT+ dxi7 20
x> Rd6 21 @hS+ be6 2
Wds+ $A7 23 @eS+ Waes, un-
clear. An example of how quickly
even the quieter lines may flare
up.
nog

Apart from this | remember the
Soviet players cxploring 11 %<2,
when 11 ... 247 could be met by
12 Bxch, However, 12 .. b7 13
4326 140-0 g7 gave Black fine
counterplay in Lisisin-Taimanov,
USSR 1947, 0n 15 Qed there s 15
. Wié and if that i prepared for
by 15 g3 then 15 .. &x66 16 et
248 leaves the white d-pawn vul
nerable.

Certainly stronger is 11 a4, when
11 .. 2b4 12 £62.¢5 13 0-0(or I3
40 cxdd 14 Wadd D47 with
enough counterplay) offers betiet
prospects to White, while 11
b7 12 &2 5 13 xS at
leads 10 double-edged play with
chances for both sides, Seirawan
Pinter, Zagreb Interzonal 1987.

It iS not even clear that Black
needs to allow his queenside tobe
broken up. On 1134 &b7 12 ge!
46 13 &3 @47, it looks at firstin
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bt with the inention of putting
pressure on ¢3 and in the centre
e the white king is sill

"o bt

The other possibility, 12 d2,
which prevens ... Bed+ and makes
possible_castling long, is un-
doubtedly a good move and also
advantageous to White. 12
Wed+ is o prevented but 12.__c5,
though not_ cqualizing after 13
040, is possible. After the text
move 12...¢5 13 dxe5 87 14 &2
and 00 is clearly beter for
White.

2. et
1B ga o

“This looks menacing, but Black's
witacking units ace few and the
wame cannot_be won with the
whole queenside still sleeping.

ua

“This was a novelty. In earlier
wames White played 14 Wd2 D3+
(18 .. @xg2+ 15 dd] Ged+ 16
Wxed Wxhi+ 17 Gc2 Wxh2 18
WD threatening Ehl and BxbS.
according to an old analysis by
Smysiov) 15 &1 Bxcl 16 Dred
£d2 17 Dxd2 Bxa2 18 Ded a5,
when Black forces through his
pawns on the queenside, with
thances 10 equalize. Now we can
understand why Timman plays

a3.1f Black waits with 14 ... 2a5
then 15 a2 leads into the same
continuation but the pawn o a2
wil not be there any more.

" . D2
15 @n

Most_probably all found at
home. 15 d2 Wi+ is at least a
draw, but the text move could
easily escape Black’s atiention.
It is one of those “impossible™
moves that only the most indus-
trious can find.

15 . @e3+
16 Tred Wbl
17 @n W2+
18 det &7

Timman considers 18 .. xc3+
better, but stil not enough. The
point s that White wins the h-
pawnand then keeps hisadvantage
by putting pressure on the weak
pawn on 6

19 a2 o

With his queen still on the
board Ljubojevié ties 1o open the
position, but the text move proves
100 aperessive and backfires quick-
2

20 xS exdd 21 Zxod D26 22
2xdd 26523 W1 dndd 24 WITH
dB 25 Gxdd Wg2 26 WIS+ ]
and Black resigned.

After 27 Wd6+ 8 28 W3
there is no defence,
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Bronstein plays resourcefully,cre-
ating serious difficultics.

% .. hxgS
2 Tes  Wa
28 Wiebr  oh8
29 Wgs

Again the best.

2 .. wes
30 g &b
3 e g7
2@ wds

Black has defended very accu-
rately. The process of realization
begins.

3 Weed R

34 we7
35 wgd wis
36 a2

136 axbS then 36 . c3 would
strip bare the white king. That
could also follow afier the text

36 ... b4 37 Tgl b3+ 38 dad
2339 §1S 206 40 WxeS TdB 41
31 g6 42 Wgl - Gh7 43 i
Hbg+ 44 des Redt 45 Wxed
W6+ 46 Excd Wxed 47 d8=W
Fad8 48 Exdf Web+ 49 HdS a5
50 hd and White resigned.

TIMMAN-LIUBOJEVIC
Buenos Aires 1980

s I3

2 e 6
3 & ds
1 an o
5 ags dxes
6 ot bs
7 e b6
8 &hs 3}
9 Gxgs  Gds

An old atempt to seize the
initiative. In case of the quiet 10
@f3 that is exactly what happens
after 10 .. Was 11 Bel 2b4 12
Wd2 247 followed by .. @b
and ... @ad, or .. &b7 and ..c5,
depending on what White docs.
However, White has at his disposal
a sharper continuation . .
10 &x7 ke
11 s
Black sacrifices the exchange.
not in the hope of trapping the
white knight (after e2 it can
always go to g6 where it i taboo),
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18 .36 19 @b s clearly better
for White.

19 @

19 @xa? a 20 bS Axa2 21
W3 also came into consideration

9o Ze
20 &xes Tees
20 el a6

Black was probably considering
the defensive manocuvre .. Zeb.
and therefore decided to control
b5, but 21 ... 246 is certainly
beiter.

2 e e
22 ... B8 is evidently passive

and Black had to enter the risky
game line.

23 wgt abt

In a very difficult position Kar-
pov finds his best chance.
2 gz B

White can win 2 pawn now
with 25 &xed dxed 26 Txed WS
27 &ed but after 27 ... G5 the
realization of the material advan-
tage is almost impossible. How-
ever, 25 a3 W7 26 &e3 followed
by dxed was an alternative to
consider.

30 wr
% &es

White could continue 26 Ze3

246 (26 ... £46 27 46) 27 &xed

dxes 28 Wxed, but Korchnoi was
looking for more.
2% .. a2
7@

Now Black cannot take on 13
with the queen, but rich tactical
possibilites arise all of a sudden.
7 . s
28 g6
“This was unnccessary. Of course,
28 axbd s out of the question
because of 28 .. @il +, but White
had at his disposal 28 &g3 Dhé+
29 $h2 @13+ 30 $hi withsuperior
play.
28 Ingé
9 &3

2 . 27

In the complex tactical fight
Karpov commits a decisive error.
Having played the erroncous 28
26, Korchno could no longer win
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46 Bed Bxa2 47 16 hs s also
good enough for Black.

s .. 2bs
46 Sd6 7
a7 oo Sxdd
48 Zx3  Eh2

9 Dad oz
Betier was 49 ... es.
0 xds .

Commentators gave 50 $d6
ZxgS 51 JaT4 as beter.

50 .. Exgst
51 bes ks
52 ds 2
53 do Ze2+
54 &7 he

Rook endings are difficult even
for the champions. 54 .. g5 keeps
drawing chances.

5514 21256 B Bxf457 Tar+
Black resigned.

KORCHNOIKARPOV.
13th match game 1981

1oa as
2 o o

300 a7
4 exds exds
5 &M o

6 e 205
7 g Ac6
8 m s
9 kd3 o

10 &n Dc6

e 00
2 s 2e3
A long time ago Romanovsky
proposed 12 ... &es, vacating 8
for the knight. 1 do not fike
Karpov's choce.

13 Het 268

13 .. cxdd was better.

14odxes s
is @bs am
16 @fe4

Making use of the trong square

04 and increasing the pressure on
Black's position.

16 .. x4

17 Bx8 W

18 exa

Significantly stronger than tak-
ing with the knight. While s play-
ing for new advantages.

18 . war
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the game after the correct 29 ... bishop on f4 and vacate ¢ for his
D+ 30 G2 (or 30 xhd WIS knight, where it is less exposed
and .. Wxd3; or 30 &xhd W1+ than o f6
31 h2 &det 32 2g3 B 30
@034 31 Ghi Dhd, when 32
32 does not win a piece owing (0
12, IS, In case of 32 $xeb &eT
33 Wnf7+ Bx7 34 Hrel Bxe? 35
2xhd 2e3 36 &1 Black does not
continue 36 .. b3 37 kg2 but
with the stronger 36 .. &7 Karpov
misscs this opportunity and now
his game is in ruins.

30 B2 @et+ 31 k2 Wxi2+ 32
230 Gxdd 33 Waest K7 34
263 @xb2 38 Wds 216 36 45
£ 37 b3 2xdd 38 Wes g6 39
Wbt &7 40 Res+ Rues 41 9 Pgez el

WxeSt Gh7 42 Wab? Black re- Bad is 9 ... hS because of 10

signed.. gxhS Zxhs 11 Egl g6 12 Wb3.
10 b3
Korerorseassiy b s, 10 b5
ot o o S St 5
e e
1 da ds start with 10 ... &xf4 11 Gxfd,
R S
3 & &e? with the idea of &hS and with
Hi AR
o
- B A
)
8 h3 d6 Here Korchnoi pointed out 11

2xd6 rd6 12 f, intending

In a way illogical, yet a good 20 T2 1% CU LR

e e e, A2 vilh adhantags o W
T e o oyt e e st e e though
B e o avempe 1

e e S )
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Somewhat carler i the match
Botvinnik played8 &3, butafter
8... ©79 h3 S 10 gah @6 11
16 D6 12 We2 @hS 13 e 16
14 22 26 he had no advantage.
The text move was an improve-
ment. When in Korchnoi-lvkov.
Budva 1967, Black tried (o chal-
lenge 8 3 with 8 ... b5, 9 gxhs
@d7 10 k2 6 11 Th2 kept
White's advantage (but not 11
£e5 246 12 Bh2 &nhs, Hort-
Renet, Usés 1990). Afier 11
£d6 (11 - &h6 was certainly
better) 12 21d6 ad6 13 g2
GIB 14 Red @6 15 WIS a7 [6
xe Wact 17 B2 WS 18 Qi
Black was lost.

In'a number of recent games [
have noticed an increased interest
in & hd, played under the correet
assumption_ that Blackcannot
afford to take the pawn because

of 8 .. x4 9 WH3 b6 10 B3
£e7 11 DeSor 11 2xb8 Bxb8 12
@Des 247 13 ed. In Kasparov-
Karpov, 21st match game 1985,
Black continued 8 ... &7 9 hS
h6 10 £e2 (ot 10 &1 owing
1010...¢5)10... @6 11 Zel £d6
12 @3 &xfd 13 Dxfs Rd7 14
Zgl g5 15 hxgo hg6 16 92 with
fine play for White. Even without
the bad 11 ... 46, Karpov's play
does not leave a good impression.
More natural scems to me 8 ...
W69 Tbl &6 1030011 243
<5 12 &ge2 witha minimal advan-
tage to White.

8 . ot

1 consider § ... £6 10 be an

important alternative; we shall

analyze it in Korchnoi-Spassky.
9 &

It was probably in order to
avoid the immediate .. ¢S that
White used to play here 9 13,
when 9 . ¢S 10 &b+ evidently
cannot be good. In the game Geller-
Pachman, Beverwijk 1965, Black
tied 9 ... S, but 10 g5 &ed 11
b3 b6 12 We2 kept the initial
advantage. Black should continue.
actively - 9 ... 0-0 10 #c2 c5 fol-
lowed by ... 6.

9 . o

Petrosian isright in deciding 1o
wait a little before castling, which
would make it easier for White to
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115 dxcS ©xcs 16 We3 dd) which
hould have decided the fght. A
whie ago | commentedona game
{rom the 1988 Thessaloniki Olym-
piad which attracted my attention.
Aficr 6 We2 g6 Kasparov-Short
continued 7 €5 65 § Wd2 6 5
TV (169 .15 then 10 a5 and
cventually o4 wil be carred out
dvantageously) 10 &6 cxdd 11
Cxd4at 12 4 &6 13 Bge? Bbd7
16 g2 b6 15 b3 58 16 0-0
266 17 13 and with his king sl
1 the centre Black was introuble
Tlack's whole plan. ignoring the
dangers o which his monarch s
exposed on 8, scems unnatural
nd slow.

6 ... &d6 is probably an im-
provement, despite the loss of
lempo. 7 ©xd> x4 § @afd
Wixd4 gives White nothing. On 7
g 57 8 <3 415 9 Wb sxgd
10'hagd Who Black was sble fo
cqualie in Bareyev-A Perosian,
Moscow 1989.7 &xd6 Wxde § c3
W6 9 We2 o7 10 Dge gave
White a sight cdge in the game
ArmaiparashviliA Petrosian, Er-
cvan 1989, The biack knight is
exibly placed for defence on 7.

6. kg, with the iden of ..
RhS-g6, hasalso been tried. Afier
he restrained 7 ¢ &h5 § 23
269 &gt hxgo 10 5, M Gure-
sich-Portisch, Wik aan Zee 1990,
Hlack could have equalized with
106,73 %1 § 0.00 016
¢4 2g6 gave Black counterplay

against the white centre in Shiroy-
Spraggett, Manila 1990; 8 c4 dxed
9000 is an interesting gambit
line.

613, suggested by Murei, is 2
recent ry for White, but Black
wil have various ways of playing
against the white centee, for ex-
ample Plachetka's 6 ... &f6 7 ¢4
dxed § fred 2bd.

6 . af
7w

In the move order chosen by
Petrosian, with the early deveiop-
ment of the black queen’s bishop.
itis not difficult to conclude that
“normal’ moves like &3 lead to
o advantage. Black is well devel-
oped; he will solve his opening
problems without difficulty. By
playing g4, White wants o disrupt
Black's further quiet development
and force his bishop (o4 less active
position. It is of importance that
such a step does not represent any
weakening of the white king. For
the time being, owing to the pawn
structure, the king is safe in the
centre.

7 o6

Black would prefer o retreat 10
86, but then § hd &xhd 9 Wb3 b6
10 O £e7 11 &eS is far from
pleasant for Black. In case of 8
559 g5 Black's natural develop-
mentis thwarted and the pawn on
b weak.
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Black was threal

Sxed

. Gxb.

Of course, the exchange is useful
it offers White a better

ntself -

ending.

b5}
2
2
2
2
28

)
263
3

a1
ab2

Bxed
Ze8
a6
26
b6

“The knight is atiracted by the
centeal squares.

28
2

e

s
fs

This controls 5 but weakens

the castled position.

»

be

In order (o gain <5 for the
knight it is necessary to prepare

&
30 .. &n
31 Exedt  dxed
32w P
3 g e
34 an &7
35 oa Se6
36 pie Wt
37 Wes
Since 7 .. #xdd docs not work

owing t0 38 &S, White takes the
opportunity o chter an advanta-
seous ending.

37 .. g7 was beter.

38 hgs

Biack was n time trouble, other-
wise he would not play this weak-
ening move. Correct was 38 ..

B

zﬁ
mx%ian
ﬂ %Ad‘ﬁf

Iy
AGOHA
?u?@:ﬁgf

e
A

3 bxad

But White was in time trouble
t00. He could play more strongly
39 &4 Be3 40 bxad a3 41
2d3 Zxad 42 a3 with a clear

advantage.

3 .
w0 s
o acs
@2 o
4 i
44 des
s oo

et
bas
a5
a4
a3
bt

Necessary, since 45 b3 is met
by 45 ... &b], while 45 Ze2 Eb2
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decide upon his plan. It is also
important o react actively. 9 .

@bd7 10 &3 &b6 11 We2 g6 12
6 Do 13 kxed dxcd 14 cd
W5 15 53000 160-00, Bronstein-
Darga, Amsterdam  Interzonal
1964, was advantageous to White.

10 2B

At Zagreb 1965 Petrosian played
against me 10 g5 Q17 11 1
@c6 12 @bs, but after 12... Kk
13 &1l @b6 he was reluctant to
continue and offered a draw,
ithough he badly needed a win

is 2 good comment on the

0. a6

Today it is a matter of routine
to play this move, but when it was
played for the first time it was
cortainly a matter of fine judgment.
White's king moves 10 g2, keeping
the rook on hi, as castling would
be met by ... hS

"o 00

1 s exit

This was criticized at the time,

butit is not a bad move. We shall
sce the aiternatives in our next
same.

18 oxds D

in Geller-Spassky, Moscow
1967, Spassky played 13 ... 46,
hut 14 £xd6 $xd6 15 Gee2, with

the further Zel and b1, led him
into a difficult position.

1 oas a7

14... Qe fails to 15 Dxed dxed
16 xed 15 17 gxlS xf5 18 W3,
butthe text move is a lossof time.

15 we af

Some commentators proposed
15 .. &f6 with a pawn sacrifice
The problem is that 15 ... g6 16
&6 BB 17 14 gives White a
strang attack, and f 15 ... h6 16
W2 2g5 17 RxgS hxgs 18 acl
White is likewise clearly better.
Petrosian therefore decided to go
back, all the more so because he
can meet 16 g5 by 16 ...QhS

16 0

A useful move. White excludes
the possibility of .. @ed. vacates
12 or his queen and makes possible
alater hé
16 . 2
7 des 2
Offering 10 trade his h-pawn
for the white d-pawn.
18 Tl g
19 Tes g
2 we a7
This is an error. Correct was 20
Wds, so that if 21 @ Black
could continue 21 ... @e.

2 ma @b
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move 10 stop White’s pawnatiack,
but he was in for a surprise.

o
The trouble is that 17 ... &xhd
18 14 Re7 exposes the king even

‘more. Timman intended 19 &h7+
I8 20 &5,

b

The advance of the b-pawn has
failed. It only pushed the knight
in the direction it meant to take -
towards the other wing.

8 . Lxhd
] E
Blackis lost, but the ext makes.

it casier for White, who now wins
material.

20 %6 e
2k W
2 o 1

The logical conclusion 10 a
superior strategic plan.

B
2
2
2
2
8

Qs
3 ot
af fres
fes Wes
bt o
26

Good enough, but White could
win forcingly by 28 Oxg] wxg7
29 Bh7+ g8 30 Bn+ etc. Any-
way the game is over.

2
29
3

s W
205

The pawn on d is the target

30... $e6 31 WISaS 32e6 Wreh
33 WxdS a4 34 Zel c3 3 bxe3
bxcd 36 Zxcd WxdS 37 ZxdS De6
38 e I7 39 Las Dgs 40 T
Ded 41 Exad Qf6 42 aT 04543
BxgS xgs 44 ed Db+ 45 b3
418 46 Tb7 Black resigned.

KASPAROV-KARPOV
8th match game 1986

a das
ot o
@ &7
exds exds
4 afs
] 00
203 o

By his seventh move White has
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19 Wxb7 @xd3 20 Dxg? cs 21
W7 Wed 22 &5, a5 pointed out
by Kasparov.
" o
19 Hhs g
“This avoids the fireworks after
19... 1620 Exe7+ &xe 21 Bxlg
316 22 4318 xf8 23 Whe+ e
24 Wg7 etc but loses an exchange
instead.
20 ¥t Qes.
21 W3
Playing on bis opponen’s time
trouble, White asks for more than
the position offers. Simply 21
DxeT+ el 22 &xiBis better for
‘White.
. afs
2 dbs

Again 22 218 was correct.
2 . Ly

B g1 bl

24 s w3
25 OxgT WS
% o Eads

Perhaps 26 .. f6, in order to
prevent what follows.
27 a6 a2
Time trouble withits unmistak-
able sigas. Black is secking the
nitiative when he should be con-
cerned for his ownsalety. Correct
was 27 ... &hs.
8 WS b2
29 whi 8.
This was better a move before,
while now 29 ... 27 was better.
30 @d4 Exdd 31 neS Black
lost on time.

BOTVINNIK-PETROSIAN
141h match game 1963

1 od as
2 o <
3 2a 47
4 ods exds
5 am o
6 a

T2 game of their 1968 match,
Korchnoi tried against Spassky
6 W2 967000 D68 13 Da6 I
4, but9 ... &bd 10 $b3 £e 11
5'Dd7 123335 13 axbd axbd 14
@bl c5 ledtoa tremendous attack
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prevented ... &5, but he has
blocked the d-file, weakening his
control of the point d4, which
ustifies Black's reply.

s an

¥ dxeS &xeS 9 B3 D6 100-0
allows 10 .. dd since 11 Dad can
he met by 11 ... 246 12 4xd6
Wad6 13 ©xdd Gxdd 14 exdd
24 etc .
8 .. @6
9 0o e

Not the only move and perhaps

ot the best move either, 50 It us
cxamine the other continuations.
After 9. cxdd 10 @xdd 2gd 11
26201 10 ... xdé4 11 exdé kgt
1213 White is somewhat better
Polugayevsky therefore proposed
9...c4 10 2e2 BhS 11 Re516 12
£ @xgd 13 hag3 Re6as equal.

10 e gxes
n o w0
2 r

13 Ded 27

Kasparov supplied this move
with the sign “2" and recommend-
013 Bxed 14 Rxed daed 15
Wh exi2+ 16 whi 5 17 4xfS g6
I8 xg6 hxgo 19 Wxgbt hB
with a level game. However, a
year later Georgadze continued a
game of his with 20 Eadl £d421
Whs< $08 22 Wed+ $h8 23 de3
WG (23 . fxed 24 Tnd§ Txal
25 Whé+ e1c) 24 Exdé and Black

resigned. In his analysis Georgadze
pointed out that the better 20
Wxdl 21 nd) Tack 22 W6+
g8 23 WSt ShT (i 23 ... 17
then 2 4g3, o if 23 .. $h then
24 WxeS Tel+ 25 h2) 24 WxeS.
Bel+ 25 &h2 (1= 26 ZdT+
TeT 27 BxeT+ Bxel 28 WxeT+
wgh 29 West 7 30 26 also
led (o White’s advantage, as does
20.. W16 21 Whs+ g7 22 247+
26723 D2

14 Tadl WS
The other way 1o avoid the
pressure on the d-fe was 14 -
b6, when either 15 2d6 or 15
g5 keeps the initiative.
1s o

On 15 5 there s 5 .. Oned
16 Sx€7 B2 (... WS supports
his)or 16 Wxed g6 17 dxe? Tfeh
et The text prepares the atacking
o,
15 . axe
16 R war
Brave, but the threatencd &f5

cannot be averted by 16 ... g6
owing to 17 &h6 Bfe 18 &I,

17 o e
(see diagram)
18 26

Possible owing to the fact that
18 ... @S would be punished by





