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The Epoch Times is an independent voice in print and on the web. We report news responsibly and truthfully so that readers can improve their own lives and increase their understanding and respect for their neighbors next door and around the globe.




	
Louisiana Passes Bill Creating Second Majority-Black District [Sat, 20 Jan 04:55]Election officers hand out I Voted stickers at the VCU Institute for Contemporary Art on Election Day in Richmond, Va., on Nov. 8, 2022. (Ryan M. Kelly/AFP/Getty Images)



	
Marine Vet Wants to Build ‘Basecamps’ to House San Diego’s Homeless [Sat, 20 Jan 03:33]A homeless encampment in San Diego, Calif., on Oct. 4, 2023. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)



	
Sen. Marshall Calls For Halt of Gain-of-Function Studies, Funding Chinese Research [Sat, 20 Jan 01:59]Sen. Roger Marshall (R-Kan.) speaks on border security and Title 42 during a press conference at the U.S. Capitol in Washington on May 11, 2023. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)



	
Over 580,000 Beds Under Recall Because They Can Break or Collapse [Sat, 20 Jan 01:23]Upholstered Low Profile Standard and Platform Beds that are being recalled. (CPSC)



	
Small Plane That Crashed Off California Coast Was Among a Growing Number of Home-Built Aircraft [Fri, 19 Jan 23:59]The Cozy Mark IV plane that crashed into the ocean off the Calif. coast on Jan. 14, 2024. (Thane Ostroth via AP)



	
Teen Pleads Guilty in Denver House Fire That Killed 5 From Senegal [Fri, 19 Jan 23:57]Investigators stand outside a house where five people, immigrants from the West African nation of Senegal, were found dead after a fire in Denver on Aug. 5, 2020. (Thomas Peipert/AP Photo)



	
Man Cleared in a 1996 Brooklyn Killing Said for Decades He Knew Who Did It. Prosecutors Now Agree [Fri, 19 Jan 23:54]Steven Ruffin (C), who served 14 years in prison for a deadly 1990s shooting, speaks to the media in the Brooklyn borough of New York on Jan. 18, 2024, after he was was exonerated. (Jennifer Peltz/AP Photo)



	
Stock Market Today: Wall Street Hits Record High Following 2-year Round Trip Scarred by Inflation [Fri, 19 Jan 23:46]The Fearless Girl statue stands outside of the New York Stock Exchange in New York on Jan. 19, 2024. (Peter K. Afriyie/AP Photo)



	
California Prepares for Next Round of Heavy Rains, Possible Flooding [Fri, 19 Jan 23:45]The aftermath of recent storms brought flooding and ocean debris to Bolsa Chica State Beach in Huntington Beach, Calif., on Jan. 25, 2023. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)



	
Biden Takes Swipe at Gun Rights Advocates, Says ‘Need an F-16’ Not AR-15 to Take on Government [Fri, 19 Jan 23:21]U.S. President Joe Biden arrives to address mayors attending the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting in the East Room of the White House in Washington  on Jan. 19, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Prosecutor in Trump Georgia Case Paid for Trips With Fulton County DA Fani Willis, Bank Records Show [Fri, 19 Jan 23:08]Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis and Fulton County District Attorney Special Prosecutor Nathan Wade (R) at a press conference in the Fulton County Government Center after a grand jury voted to indict former President Donald Trump and 18 others, in Atlanta on Aug. 14, 2023. (Christian Monterrosa/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Plane Makes Emergency Landing on Northern Virginia Highway After Taking Off From Dulles Airport [Fri, 19 Jan 22:25]Emergency personnel investigate a small plane on a roadway in Loudoun County, Va., on Jan. 19, 2024. (WJLA via AP)



	
Sen. Tim Scott Endorses Donald Trump [Fri, 19 Jan 22:06]Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.) (R) endorses Republican presidential candidate and former President Donald J. Trump (L) during a campaign event in Concord, N.H., on Jan. 19, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)



	
The Killing of Ashli Babbitt: A Timeline [Fri, 19 Jan 21:09]


	
Trump Requests Mistrial in E. Jean Carroll Case Due to Missing Death Threat Emails [Fri, 19 Jan 19:52](Left) President Donald Trump comes out of the Oval Office from the White House on Sept. 16, 2019. (Right) E. Jean Carroll (C) leaves following her trial at Manhattan Federal Court in New York on May 8, 2023. (Mandel Ngan, Stephanie Keith/Getty Images)



	
Alaska Governor Hopeful for Trump 2024 Victory to Boost State’s Natural Resource Industries [Fri, 19 Jan 19:45]Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy speaks at the White House in Washington, on July 16, 2020. (Jim Watson/AFP via Getty Images)



	
RFK Seeks Path to Victory by Forcing House to Elect President [Fri, 19 Jan 19:29](Illustration by The Epoch Times, Getty Images, Shutterstock)



	
‘A Difficult Day’: Sports Illustrated Staff Faces Layoffs [Fri, 19 Jan 19:24]A George Mason University fan holds up a Sports Illustrated magazine at a send off for the team in Fairfax, Va., on March 29, 2006. (Lawrence Jackson/AP Photo)



	
Pro-Lifers Brave Snow in Washington to Push Greater Abortion Restrictions After Post-Dobbs Losses [Fri, 19 Jan 19:23]People attend the annual March for Life rally on the National Mall in Washington on Jan. 19, 2024. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)



	
Macy’s to Slash 2,350 Jobs and Close 5 Stores [Fri, 19 Jan 19:09]The Macy's logo on the side of a building in downtown Los Angeles on March 6, 2017. (Mike Blake/Reuters)
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Louisiana Passes Bill Creating Second Majority-Black District
The new 6th District will have a black voting age of 53 percent.
[image: Louisiana Passes Bill Creating Second Majority-Black District]Election officers hand out I Voted stickers at the VCU Institute for Contemporary Art on Election Day in Richmond, Va., on Nov. 8, 2022. (Ryan M. Kelly/AFP/Getty Images)



By Caden Pearson
1/20/2024
Updated: 1/20/2024





Louisiana state House lawmakers passed a bill on Friday that would create a new congressional map with a second majority-black district to comply with a court order.
The bill will now head to the desk of Republican Gov. Jeff Landry for signing.
“The outcome of this special session is a win for the people of Louisiana,“ Mr. Landry said in a statement on Friday. ”We have finally taken the pen out of the hand of a federal judge and placed it back in the people of this state to draw our congressional maps,” he added.
U.S. District Judge Shelly Dick, an appointee of President Barack Obama, ruled in 2022 that the previous map was in violation of the Voting Rights Act and ordered the legislature to redraw it or she would.
State lawmakers began redrawing Louisiana’s congressional map this week following a year of appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court declining to intervene in the matter.
Last week, state legislators presented three proposals for a second majority-black district. Among these proposals, the one by state Sen. Glen Womack (R-Harrisonburg) was favored the most.
The new map proposed by Mr. Womack draws a narrow backslash through the center of the state along the Red River, from Shreveport to Baton Rouge.
The state’s 2nd District, represented by Rep. Troy Carter, a Democrat, will see the black voting age reduced to 51 percent.
The new 6th District will have a black voting age of 53 percent.
Mr. Womack said that this will safeguard the districts for Louisiana Republican U.S. Reps. Steve Scalise, Julia Letlow, and Mike Johnson, the House speaker.
However, the new map may result in Louisiana sending a second Democrat to the U.S. Congress if Republican Rep. Garrett Graves loses his Baton Rouge seat.
Louisiana’s voting-age population is one-third black, with the majority in one of the state’s six districts.
State officials in Louisiana were sued in 2022 over a congressional map approved by Republicans in the state legislature that they argued diluted their voting power and violated the Voting Rights Act.
Ashley Shelton, executive director of the Power Coalition for Equity and Justice, a plaintiff in the case said, “We are so excited, as a plaintiff in this case, to stand here today and have the people’s voice prevail and realize the second minority district,” reported the Louisiana Illuminator.
Louisiana lawmakers were obligated to revise the state’s congressional map by federal mandate after Judge Dick’s ruling in 2022.
Shortly after taking the governor’s office last October, Mr. Landry called for a special legislative session in order to redraw the map.
The following month, a federal appeals court set a deadline of mid-January for the state legislature to create a new congressional map.
The new map is the latest development in a long-standing legal dispute that involved a lower court ruling that the current map unfairly weakened the voting power of black voters.
Last June, a federal court judge invalidated Louisiana’s new six-district congressional map and ordered the state to redraw it. The judge directed the state to add a second majority-black district.
At the time, Mr. Landry, who was then the state’s attorney general, said the judge “erred” in her ruling and swiftly filed an appeal.
The U.S. Supreme Court later ruled on June 26, 2023, that another map may have to be redrawn. This ruling meant that the case was able to proceed to the Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit ahead of the 2024 elections.
Electoral districts in the United States are redrawn every ten years to reflect changes in population, as determined by the national census. This process is typically carried out by the political party in power, which can result in gerrymandering for partisan advantage.
Democrats have accused Republicans of using their majority in state legislatures to draw electoral maps that weaken the influence of black and other minority voters. Republicans, on the other hand, argue that race should not be a significant factor in redistricting.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/louisiana-passes-bill-creating-second-majority-black-district-5569915
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Marine Vet Wants to Build ‘Basecamps’ to House San Diego’s Homeless
[image: Marine Vet Wants to Build ‘Basecamps’ to House San Diego’s Homeless]A homeless encampment in San Diego, Calif., on Oct. 4, 2023. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)



By Siyamak Khorrami
1/20/2024
Updated: 1/20/2024





A U.S. Marine veteran and businesswoman who is running for Congress says she has a solution to fix San Diego’s homeless problem: creating what she calls “basecamps” where unhoused individuals would live in a supervised community and receive services.
Kate Monroe is a Republican who is a candidate for the 2024 U.S. House of Representatives race to represent California’s 49th District—which encompasses the San Diego coastal communities of Oceanside, Vista, Carlsbad, Encinitas, and parts of Orange County from the coast of Laguna to the county border.
She said on a recent episode of Epoch TV’s “California Insider” that her idea is based on what’s known as a “forward operating base” from her military experience—temporary, tent-like installations that house troops and operations that are quick to set up and take down.
Ms. Monroe said she came up with it after talking with 400 to 500 homeless people currently living on the streets in San Diego.
After six or seven recent visits to different encampments, she said she learned that homeless people form their own communities and watch after each other. That’s one reason, she said, they often prefer living in encampments rather than in shelters, where she said some have told her they don’t feel safe.
Basecamps, she said, would draw on that sense of community but in an organized way where services could be offered—an improvement, she said, over so many nonprofits that are currently providing services without coordination or accountability.
[image: Kate Monroe, a Marine veteran and businesswoman, appears on a recent episode of Epoch TV’s “California Insider.” (Taras Dubenets/The Epoch Times)]Kate Monroe, a Marine veteran and businesswoman, appears on a recent episode of Epoch TV’s “California Insider.” (Taras Dubenets/The Epoch Times)


Such locations, Ms. Monroe said, could be created in four or five days in any city and would have a “chow hall,” a chapel, showers, a commissary, and there would be what she called “purposeful work” for those staying there.
Basecamps would also offer resources for finding housing and jobs, and would provide help with everything from getting a driver’s license to new clothes.
Medication and medical and mental health treatment would also be available, and rehab for those addicted to drugs or alcohol—for as long as it takes—would be mandatory.
Ms. Monroe said such a solution would cost one-tenth what cities throughout the state are currently spending on their respective homeless interventions, which have not helped solve the state’s homelessness.
According to the 2023 point-in-time count, San Diego has over 10,000 homeless people in the county, the most the region has ever recorded. Additionally, according to the San Diego County Medical Examiner’s Office, at least 550 homeless people died in the county last year.
Ms. Monroe said through her visits, she saw one common theme.
“A lot of the commonality is, 85 percent of it is drugs,” she said.
She said so many elected leaders have missed the mark thinking the compassionate thing to do is to give homeless addicts clean needles and let them use on the street. Instead, it is enabling, she said.
“If we really cared, we’d get them off drugs,” she said. “We would give them that kind of hard love that they need and force them to clean up their lives.”
[image: A homeless encampment in San Diego, Calif., on Oct. 4, 2023. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)]A homeless encampment in San Diego, Calif., on Oct. 4, 2023. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)


During the time she’s visited the area’s homeless encampments, she says she has seen families, men, women, people of all ages and of all races.
Ms. Monroe recalled one young boy she met, who was walking through a homeless encampment—riddled with needles and feces—on his way to and from a local shelter with who appeared to be his mother and other siblings. She said he carried a backpack with a button pinned to it that said, in part: “You are a child of God.”
“It broke my heart and I could not stop thinking about it for like a week ... these are people that need our help,” she said.
She said we have lost sight that those on the streets are people: that they are someone’s brother, sister, aunt, uncle, cousin, mom, or dad.
Another story she told during the 30-minute episode was when she was able to reunite a disabled homeless man with his sister who lives in Georgia. The sister told her she had been looking for her brother for 25 years.
Ultimately, Ms. Monroe and his sister got the man cleaned up with regular showers, a haircut, beard trim, new clothes, and an RV to live in.
“Once you go to this kind of length for people, it changes you,” she said. “It changes your heart.”
Also close to her heart, Ms. Monroe said, are the homeless vets she encounters. She estimates there are between 700 and 1,000 homeless vets on the streets in San Diego, but she said she thinks the number is higher as many are too embarrassed to say they were once in the military.
She said many end up on the street, because the Veterans Administration does a poor job transitioning them to civilian life and letting them know what services are available to assist them.
“There’s so many barriers for them to get the help they need,” she said. “We let them down very much.”

Ms. Monroe said after opening a car dealership in Oceanside in 2020, she learned many vets who wanted a loan, but were not qualified, were not aware they could receive disability compensation through the government. Many, she said, didn’t know how to apply for a claim, so she started doing it for them, and built a clientele.
She said all of this made her realize there was a problem, so she created a website, Vetcomm.us, walking vets through the process of filing such claims in easy and quick steps.
“I’m a problem solver,” she said.
This is one of the reasons, Ms. Monroe said, she is running for elected office, along with the concern that the San Diego area she loves is struggling, and parts—like downtown San Diego—no longer feel safe due to the homeless problem.
“But I would say this. It’s not too late for San Diego or any other city,” she said. “Every problem is solvable if you want it to be solved.”
In the March 2024 primary, Ms. Monroe is running against incumbent Rep. Mike Levin (D-San Juan Capistrano) and three other Republicans.
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Sen. Marshall Calls For Halt of Gain-of-Function Studies, Funding Chinese Research
The senator says Americans don’t understand that the scientific community in China works hand in hand with the ruling communist regime and its military.
[image: Sen. Marshall Calls For Halt of Gain-of-Function Studies, Funding Chinese Research]Sen. Roger Marshall (R-Kan.) speaks on border security and Title 42 during a press conference at the U.S. Capitol in Washington on May 11, 2023. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)



By Dorothy Li and Steve Lance
1/20/2024
Updated: 1/20/2024





It has been four years since patients sickened with unexplained pneumonia started appearing at hospitals in the central Chinese city of Wuhan. But U.S. policymakers are still investigating how COVID-19 emerged in the country.
To keep it from happening again, the United States needs to suspend gain-of-function research and stop federal dollars from flowing into studies in China, Sen. Roger Marshall (R-Kans.) says.
“I think number one is we have to have a moratorium on gain of function research. I don’t see the benefits outweigh the risks at this point in time,” Mr. Marshall said in a Thursday interview with NTD’s Capital Report.
“What Americans don’t understand is the scientific community in China works hand in hand with the Chinese military and with the [Chinese Communist Party],” Mr. Marshall said.
The communist regime could use gain-of-function research, whereby scientists study ways to enhance the transmissibility of a virus or pathogen, against the United States.
“Maybe they‘ll use it to attack our food sources; maybe they’ll use it to attack our soldiers. I don’t know. But this is way more scary than a nuclear bomb in so many ways,” Mr. Marshall said.
“So we need to stop this type of research until we can get our arms around it and control it, but certainly not continue to fund research in China, where they hide and obfuscate from us any information that may be critical, that may be life-threatening to Americans.”New Evidence
A congressional committee document made public earlier this week showed that a China-based virologist mapped out the sequence of COVID-19 at least two weeks before China’s communist regime released the virus’s genome sequence.
The researcher, Ren Lili, uploaded COVID-19 sequencing data to a U.S. government genetic database on Dec. 28, 2019, according to documents obtained by the House Energy and Commerce Committee.
At the time, Chinese authorities were still calling the disease an unknown pneumonia and ordered health workers not to spread any information around it with threat of penalty. It wasn’t until Jan. 12—more than two weeks later—that Beijing shared genetic makeup with the World Health Organization. It took two more days before the regime acknowledged the disease could spread from human to human.
That two weeks, according to Mr. Marshall, could have been pivotal for the world to understand and inoculate against the viral pneumonia which was later named COVID-19.
“We could have started on that vaccination process two weeks earlier, at a minimum,” Mr. Marshall said. “But the fact that they hid what was going on there, that they continue to say over and over again, that this was not transmitted person to person, it kept us from responding in the fashion we could have.”
The Chinese virologist didn’t get her work published. Instead, the National Institutes of Health’s (NIH) GenBank removed Ms. Ren’s submission on Jan. 16, 2020, as she didn’t respond to a request to update her data, which the department characterized as “incomplete” and “lacked the necessary information required for publication,” according to the document.
The newly released information also drew attention to the federal dollars that flowed to virus research in China.
The Republican senator noted that Ms. Ren, who works at the state-run Institute of Pathogen Biology in Beijing, is a recipient of U.S. federal grants through EcoHealth Alliance. This New York-based nonprofit research group has come under scrutiny for its role in funneling taxpayer money to the Wuhan Institute of Virology, a Chinese lab at the center of investigations about COVID-19 origin.COVID Origins
Mr. Marshall, who has been leading a Senate investigation into how the virus emerged, said a growing amount of evidence supports the theory that COVID-19 originated in a Wuhan lab.
“There is a huge body of evidence out there, if I could get in front of the jury, that they would find the Chinese Communist Party guilty of leaking this virus from a laboratory out of Wuhan, China,” Mr. Marshall said.
[image: Security personnel outside the Wuhan Institute of Virology during the visit by the World Health Organization team tasked with investigating the origins of COVID-19, in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, on Feb. 3, 2021. (Thomas Peter/Reuters)]Security personnel outside the Wuhan Institute of Virology during the visit by the World Health Organization team tasked with investigating the origins of COVID-19, in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, on Feb. 3, 2021. (Thomas Peter/Reuters)


His comments came after Dr. Francis Collins, director of the NIH until late 2021, said in recent closed-door congressional testimony that the theory that COVID-19 could have come out of a lab in Wuhan “is not a conspiracy theory.”
Dr. Anthony Fauci, former head of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, also made similar claims when questioned days earlier by the same House panel investigating the COVID pandemic.
“A huge body of evidence says it came from a laboratory. They still haven’t found an animal source from it,” he added.
Additionally, Mr. Marshall suggested the Chinese regime possibly destroyed evidence of the COVID-19 origins.
“They’ve taken down all the DNA sequences from our laboratory banks, as well as their own laboratory banks.”
“They could easily disprove our theory if they would just go into their own lab bank and show us the cousin or the brother of this virus, but they’re not willing to do that.”
Eva Fu contributed to this report.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/article/sen-marshall-calls-for-halt-of-gain-of-function-studies-funding-chinese-research-5569613
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Over 580,000 Beds Under Recall Because They Can Break or Collapse
[image: Over 580,000 Beds Under Recall Because They Can Break or Collapse]Upholstered Low Profile Standard and Platform Beds that are being recalled. (CPSC)



By The Associated Press
1/20/2024
Updated: 1/20/2024





NEW YORK—More than a half a million beds sold at retailers like Walmart and Wayfair are under recall because they can break during use, which has resulted in dozens of injuries.
The recall impacts several different models and sizes of upholstered low profile standard and platform beds from Home Design Inc. The Silver Lake, Indiana-based furniture wholesaler says it has received 128 reports of these beds “breaking, sagging or collapsing” when used, including 36 unspecified injuries to date.
Both Home Design and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission are urging consumers with the now-recalled beds to stop using them immediately—and contact the company for free replacement slats and side rails.
Consumers can identify if their bed is being recalled checking the list of impacted models and corresponding part number, which can be found on both the CPSC’s Thursday recall notice and on Home Design’s website. To receive the free repair kit, you'll need to email Home Design photos of the bed or proof of purchase as well as the headboard’s “law label.”
The recalled beds, which were manufactured in Malaysia, were sold at Wayfair, Walmart.com, and Overstock.com between July 2018 and November 2023. Prices ranged from $100 to $300.
The recall impacts more than 527,000 Home Design beds in the United States and nearly 56,000 in Canada.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/over-580000-beds-under-recall-because-they-can-break-or-collapse-5569914
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Small Plane That Crashed Off California Coast Was Among a Growing Number of Home-Built Aircraft
[image: Small Plane That Crashed Off California Coast Was Among a Growing Number of Home-Built Aircraft]The Cozy Mark IV plane that crashed into the ocean off the Calif. coast on Jan. 14, 2024. (Thane Ostroth via AP)



By The Associated Press
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/20/2024





LOS ANGELES—A small airplane that crashed into the ocean off the California coast on Sunday was constructed piece by piece over nearly a decade, one of tens of thousands of home-built aircraft that are part of a high-flying hobby taking off across the country.
Federal investigators said they believe four people were aboard the single-engine Cozy Mark IV when it went down in the evening just south of San Francisco. No survivors were found and only one body had been recovered from the waters near Half Moon Bay and identified as of Thursday.
The names of the pilot and two other passengers were not released. The plane was registered to an Oakland-based company called Winged Wallabies, Inc., according to Federal Aviation Administration records.
There have been no official indications of what went wrong, but a witness reported hearing an engine losing power and cutting out.
Thane Ostroth, a retired dentist who began building the aircraft in 1999 and flying it in 2008, said he sold the plane last year to a young, experienced and enthusiastic pilot from Australia for around $100,000, which is about what he estimated went into the project over the decades.
Ostroth said the buyer, in his late 20s, knew a lot about planes. He landed the plane perfectly on his first test flight, which is not easy to do.
“I told him, ‘That was well done,’” Ostroth recalled. “He said, ‘Thank you. I’ll buy the plane.’”
Authorities have not said whether the plane’s owner was among those on board.
Ostroth said he heard about the crash in an online chat group for pilots and builders of Cozy aircraft, a class of planes constructed by individuals rather than mass-produced by companies.
He said it was “traumatic” to know the plane he had spent so much time on had crashed with people on board.
“It’s just a horrible feeling,” Ostroth said.
Like commercial aircraft, all home-built planes are required by the FAA to be inspected annually for air worthiness. Cozy aircraft have the same safety record as commercially built planes of similar size, said aeronautical engineer Marc Zeitlin, who consults with the National Transportation Safety Board on crash investigations involving Cozy aircraft, including this one.
More than 33,000 amateur-built aircraft are licensed by the FAA, a figure that has tripled since the 1980s.
The administration designates any non-commercial, recreational aircraft as “experimental.” Those can include planes built from kits with some prefabricated parts or from plans in which the builder buys or manufactures and assembles all the parts.
The four-seat Mark IV, at just over 16 feet (5.1 meters) long with a 28-foot (8.5-meter) wingspan, is a popular plane among the growing number of aviation hobbyists who build their own aircraft. Zeitlin owns one himself that he takes on day trips and cross-country voyages.
“The misconception is that these are put together by baling wire and glue,” said Zeitlin, CEO of California-based Burnside Aerospace. “But they are built using aircraft methodology.”
The Mark IV has a “canard” design, with a small forewing placed to the front of the main wing, making it reminiscent of a duck stretched out in flight. It is lightweight, only about 1,050 pounds (475 kilograms) empty, with the parts fitted together with epoxy.
With a top speed approaching 200 mph (322 kph), it is fast, stable and fuel-efficient, Zeitlen said.
“Like a sports car in the sky,” he said. “Very fun to fly.”
Ostroth said he bought the plans for his Cozy for about $500 and started putting it together in a friend’s basement in Michigan. Eventually they moved construction to the home’s garage and then built a barn in the backyard for the final steps.
“The plans come with a list of authorized suppliers of parts,” said Ostroth, who now lives in Florida. “You buy foam, you buy fiberglass, you buy metal parts from all the manufacturers. And you slowly piece it together.”
Help can be found from other enthusiasts who post tips and advice in online forums.
Ostroth flew the aircraft regularly for 15 years. He called it “a wonderful little plane.”
Sunday’s crash was reported around 7 p.m. by a 911 caller who said the plane was in obvious distress and appeared to go down toward the water near Ross’ Cove, according to the San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office.
The U.S. Coast Guard said a helicopter and boat crew looked in a 28-square mile (73-square-kilometer) area for nearly six hours before calling off the search around mid-morning Monday. A few hours later, a woman’s body was found by a commercial fishing boat crew. The San Mateo County Coroner’s Office identified her as Emma Willmer-Shiles, 27, of San Francisco.
The National Transportation Safety Board said its investigators arrived on scene Tuesday to document the wreckage and interview witnesses. A preliminary report is expected within 30 days.
By Christopher Weber





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/small-plane-that-crashed-off-california-coast-was-among-a-growing-number-of-home-built-aircraft-5569445
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Teen Pleads Guilty in Denver House Fire That Killed 5 From Senegal
[image: Teen Pleads Guilty in Denver House Fire That Killed 5 From Senegal]Investigators stand outside a house where five people, immigrants from the West African nation of Senegal, were found dead after a fire in Denver on Aug. 5, 2020. (Thomas Peipert/AP Photo)



By The Associated Press
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





DENVER—One of three teens charged with starting a house fire in suburban Denver that killed five people—apparently out of revenge for a stolen cellphone that was mistakenly traced to the residence—pleaded guilty Friday to one count of second-degree murder.
Gavin Seymour, 19, pleaded guilty for his role in the Aug. 5, 2020, fire that killed five members of a Senegalese family. Under a plea agreement, he faces between 16 and 40 years in prison when he is sentenced on March 15. The plea deal calls for another 60 other charges to be dismissed, The Denver Post reported.
Seymour and two other teenagers—Kevin Bui and Dillon Siebert—were charged with setting the fire in the middle of the night, killing Djibril and Adja Diol and their 2-year-old daughter, Khadija, along with Hassan Diol and her 6-month-old daughter, Hawa Baye. Three other people escaped by jumping from the second floor of the home.
Siebert, who was 14 at the time of the fire, was 17 last February when he was sentenced to three years in juvenile detention and seven years in a state prison program for young inmates. Seymour and Bui, the alleged ringleader, were both 16 at the time of the fire.
The investigation of the fire dragged on for months without any leads. Fears that the fire had been a hate crime led many Senegalese immigrants to install security cameras at their homes in case they could also be targeted.
The boys were identified as suspects after police obtained a search warrant asking Google for which accounts had searched the home’s address within 15 days of the fire.
Bui told investigators he had been robbed the month before the fire while trying to buy a gun and had traced his iPhone to the home using an app, court records said. He admitted to setting the fire, only to find out the next day through news coverage that the victims were not the people who robbed him, according to police.
Attorneys for Seymour and Bui challenged the search warrant, but the Colorado Supreme Court upheld the search for this case.
Bui’s arraignment is set for Feb. 1, according to court records.
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Man Cleared in a 1996 Brooklyn Killing Said for Decades He Knew Who Did It. Prosecutors Now Agree
[image: Man Cleared in a 1996 Brooklyn Killing Said for Decades He Knew Who Did It. Prosecutors Now Agree]Steven Ruffin (C), who served 14 years in prison for a deadly 1990s shooting, speaks to the media in the Brooklyn borough of New York on Jan. 18, 2024, after he was was exonerated. (Jennifer Peltz/AP Photo)
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NEW YORK—A man who served 14 years in prison for a deadly 1990s shooting was exonerated Thursday after prosecutors said they now believe the killer was an acquaintance he has implicated for decades.
“I lost 14 years of my life for a crime that I didn’t commit,” Steven Ruffin told a Brooklyn judge after sighing with emotion.
Although Ruffin was paroled in 2010 and has since built a career in sanitation in Georgia, he said that getting his manslaughter conviction dismissed and his name cleared “will help me move on.”
“If you know you’re innocent, don’t give up on your case—keep on fighting, because justice will prevail,” Ruffin, 45, said outside court. “That’s all I’ve wanted for 30 years: somebody to listen and really hear what I’m saying and look into the things I was telling them.”
Prosecutors said they were exploring whether to charge the man they now believe shot 16-year-old James Deligny on a Brooklyn street during a February 1996 confrontation over some stolen earrings. Brooklyn District Attorney Eric Gonzalez said after court that charges, if any, wouldn’t come immediately.
“You have to be able to convict someone beyond a reasonable doubt, and we have to make sure that that evidence is sufficient to do so,” said Gonzalez, who wasn’t DA when Ruffin was tried. “You have a lot of factors working against us procedurally, but also factually—unfortunately, this is 30 years ago.”
Ruffin’s conviction is the latest of more than three dozen that Brooklyn prosecutors have disavowed after reinvestigations over the last decade.
Over a dozen, including Ruffin’s, were connected to retired Detective Louis Scarcella. He was lauded in the 1980s and ‘90s for his case-closing prowess, but defendants have accused him of coercing confessions, engineering dubious witness identifications and other troubling tactics. He has denied any wrongdoing.
Prosecutors said in their report on the Ruffin case that they “did not discover any misconduct by Scarcella” in the matter. A message seeking comment was sent to his attorney.
Prosecutors said the police investigation—and their office’s own at the time—“were wholly inadequate” and tunnel-visioned, failing to look into the person they now believe was the gunman.
The mistaken-identity shooting happened as Ruffin and others were looking for a robber who had just snatched earrings from Ruffin’s sister. In fact, Deligny wasn’t the robber, authorities say.
Tipsters led police to Ruffin, then a 17-year-old high school student, and the victim’s sister identified him in a lineup that a court later deemed flawed. Scarcella wasn’t involved in the lineup, but he and another detective questioned Ruffin.
The teen told them, twice, that he saw but wasn’t involved in Deligny’s shooting, according to police records quoted in prosecutors’ report.
Then Scarcella brought the teen’s estranged father—a police officer himself—to the precinct. The father later testified that he told his son to “tell the truth,” but Ruffin said his father leaned on him to confess.
And he did confess, saying he fired because he thought Deligny was about to pull something out of his jacket. Ruffin told the detectives they could retrieve the gun from his sister’s boyfriend, and they did, prosecutors’ report said.
Ruffin quickly recanted to his father, who didn’t tell the detectives his son had taken back his confession, according to prosecutors’ report. The teen went on to testify at his trial that he didn’t shoot Deligny but saw and knew the killer—his sister’s boyfriend, the one who'd given police the gun, broken up into parts and stuffed into potatoes.
Jurors at Ruffin’s trial heard from the boyfriend, but only about his relationships with the defendant, his sister and others in the case. When the jury was out of the room, the boyfriend invoked his Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination and declined to answer other questions, including where he'd been on the night of the shooting.
Prosecutors didn’t release the boyfriend’s name Thursday, and the names of lawyers who have represented him weren’t immediately available. He told prosecutors during their recent reinvestigation that he had nothing to do with the shooting and didn’t give detectives the gun. He also said he never confessed to anyone, though prosecutors say Ruffin’s stepfather, sister and late mother all have said he made admissions to them.
Asked Thursday about the boyfriend, Ruffin’s lawyers noted that the prospect of any prosecution now is uncertain.
“We only wish that in 1996, Detective Scarcella and others had performed the investigation they should have and been able to get this right the first time,” attorney Garrett Ordower said, noting that Deligny’s family may now never have the finality of a conviction in his death.
As for Ruffin, he’s focused on his future, including promotion opportunities at his job in Atlanta. His now-voided conviction, he said, “never defined me.”
“This never really spoke of the person I was or the man I was going to become,” he said. “So this, to me, is a great closure of a chapter my life, but my life is still going up.”
By Jennifer Peltz
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Stock Market Today: Wall Street Hits Record High Following 2-year Round Trip Scarred by Inflation
[image: Stock Market Today: Wall Street Hits Record High Following 2-year Round Trip Scarred by Inflation]The Fearless Girl statue stands outside of the New York Stock Exchange in New York on Jan. 19, 2024. (Peter K. Afriyie/AP Photo)
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NEW YORK—Wall Street returned to record heights Friday to cap a punishing, two-year round trip dogged by high inflation and worries about a recession that seemed inevitable but hasn’t arrived.
The S&P 500, which is the centerpiece of many 401(k) accounts and the main measure that professional investors use to gauge Wall Street’s health, rallied 1.2 percent to 4,839.81. It erased the last of its losses since setting its prior record of 4,796.56 at the start of 2022. During that time, it dropped as much as 25 percent as inflation soared to levels unseen since Thelonious Monk and Ingrid Bergman were still alive in 1981.
Even more than high inflation itself, Wall Street’s fear was focused on the medicine the Federal Reserve traditionally uses to treat it. That’s high interest rates, which press the brakes on the economy by making borrowing more expensive and hurting prices for stocks and other investments. And the Fed rapidly hiked its main interest rate from virtually zero to its highest level since 2001, in a range between 5.25 percent and 5.50 percent.
Historically, the Fed has helped induce recessions through such increases to interest rates. Coming into last year, the widespread expectation on Wall Street was that it would happen again.
But this time was different, or at least it has been so far. The economy is still growing, the unemployment rate remains remarkably low and optimism is on the upswing among U.S. households.
“I don’t think this cycle is normal at all,” said Niladri “Neel” Mukherjee, chief investment officer of TIAA’s Wealth Management team. “It’s unique, and the pandemic introduced that element of uniqueness.”
After shooting higher as snarled supply chains caused shortages because of COVID-19 shutdowns, inflation has been cooling since its peak two summers ago. It’s eased so much that Wall Street’s biggest question now is when the Federal Reserve will begin moving interest rates lower.
Such cuts to rates can act like steroids for financial markets, while releasing pressure that’s built up on the economy and the financial system.
Treasury yields have already relaxed significantly on expectations for rate cuts, and that helped the stock market’s rally accelerate sharply in November. The yield on the 10-year Treasury slipped Friday to 4.13 percent, and it’s down sharply from the 5 percent that it reached in October, which was its highest level since 2007.
Of course, some critics say Wall Street has gotten ahead of itself, again, in predicting how soon the Federal Reserve may begin cutting interest rates.
“The market is addicted to rate cuts,” said Rich Weiss, chief investment officer of multi-asset strategies at American Century Investments. “They just can’t get enough of it and are myopically focused on it.”
Repeatedly since the Fed began this rate-hiking campaign early in 2022, traders have been quick to forecast an approaching easing of rates, only to be disappointed as high inflation proved to be more stubborn than expected. If that happens again, the big moves higher for stocks and lower for bond yields may need to revert.
This time around, though, the Fed itself has hinted that rate cuts are coming, though some officials have indicated they may begin later than the market is hoping for. Traders are betting on a nearly coin flip’s chance that the Fed will start cutting in March, according to data from CME Group.
“The truth is likely somewhere between what the Fed is saying and what the market is expecting,” said Brian Jacobsen, chief economist at Annex Wealth Management. “That will continue to cause dips and rips” for financial markets “until the two reconcile with each other.”
Some encouraging data came Friday after a preliminary report from the University of Michigan suggested the mood among U.S. consumers is roaring higher. It said sentiment jumped to its highest level since July 2021. That’s important because spending by consumers is the main driver of the economy.
Perhaps more importantly for the Fed, expectations for upcoming inflation among households also seem to be anchored. A big worry has been that such expectations could take off and trigger a vicious cycle that keeps inflation high.
Friday’s lift for Wall Street came with a big boost from technology stocks, something that’s become typical in its run higher.
Several chip companies rose for a second straight day after heavyweight chipmaker Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. delivered a better forecast for revenue this year than analysts expected. Broadcom rose 5.9 percent, and Texas Instruments climbed 4 percent.
All told, the S&P 500 rose 58.87 points to its record. The Dow Jones Industrial Average set its own record a month earlier, and it gained 395.19, or 1.1 percent, Friday to 37,863.80. The Nasdaq composite jumped 255.32, or 1.7 percent, to 15,310.97.
Last year, a select few Big Tech companies were responsible for the wide majority of the S&P 500’s gains. Seven of them accounted for 62 percent of the index’s total return, according to S&P Dow Jones Indices.
Many of those stocks—Microsoft, Apple, Alphabet, Nvidia, Amazon, Meta Platforms and Tesla—rode a furor in the market around technology related to artificial intelligence. The hope is AI will lead to a boom in profits, both for companies using it and for companies providing the hardware for it.
Investors may have wished they had stayed in just those stocks, which got the nickname of “the Magnificent 7.” But some of them remain below their record highs, such as Tesla. It’s still down 48 percent from its all-time high set in November 2021.
Friday’s return of the S&P 500 to a record serves as another example that investors who stay patient and spread their investments across the U.S. stock market end up making back all their losses. Sometimes it can take a long time, like the lost decade of 2000 through 2009 when the S&P 500 tumbled through the dot-com bubble bust and the global financial crisis. But the market has historically made investors whole again, given enough time.
Including dividends, investors with S&P 500 index funds already returned to break-even a month ago.
Of course, risks still remain for investors. Besides uncertainty about when the Fed will begin cutting interest rates, it’s also still not a sure thing that the economy will avoid a recession.
Hikes to interest rates take a notoriously long time to make their way fully through the system, and they can cause things to break in unexpected places within the financial system.
By Stan Choe
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California Prepares for Next Round of Heavy Rains, Possible Flooding
The wet weather could last until Wednesday in some regions as atmospheric river systems deliver warm air and moisture from the tropics to the Golden State.
[image: California Prepares for Next Round of Heavy Rains, Possible Flooding]The aftermath of recent storms brought flooding and ocean debris to Bolsa Chica State Beach in Huntington Beach, Calif., on Jan. 25, 2023. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)
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Two approaching storms are expected to bring heavy rain and strong wind gusts to Northern California starting Jan. 19.
The wet weather could last until Wednesday in some regions of the state as atmospheric river systems deliver warm air and moisture from the tropics to the Golden State, according to the National Weather Service.
Some mountain areas could also drop “Sierra cement”—or heavy wet snow—to higher elevations above 6,000 feet, according to Meteorologist Kate Forrest, with the weather service’s Sacramento office.
[image: Engineers from the California Department of Water Resources Snow Surveys and Water Supply Forecasting Unit prepare to conduct a snow survey in the Sierra Nevada in El Dorado County. Calif., on Jan. 2, 2024. (Xavier Mascareñas/California Department of Water Resources)]Engineers from the California Department of Water Resources Snow Surveys and Water Supply Forecasting Unit prepare to conduct a snow survey in the Sierra Nevada in El Dorado County. Calif., on Jan. 2, 2024. (Xavier Mascareñas/California Department of Water Resources)


“We’re definitely going to be expecting a couple of inches up to one foot [of snow] at the higher peaks with these storms,” Ms. Forrest told The Epoch Times.
The first storm was expected to enter the Sacramento Valley after about 4 p.m. Friday and wrap up early Sunday. Then, after a brief break, the second storm could arrive later Sunday afternoon and remain in the region until Tuesday.
Lingering showers could continue to fall in the Sacramento Valley foothills and mountain areas through Tuesday, according to the weather service.
“There may even be some brief, lingering light showers on Wednesday, as well, as part of a different activity, but that will mostly be just moisture exiting the area,” Ms. Forrest said.
During the first storm, most of the rain is slated to fall around the northern Sacramento Valley and surrounding mountains and foothills, where residents could see anywhere between 1 to 4 inches of precipitation.
The storm systems are typical for this time of year, Ms. Forrest added.
“This isn’t anything terribly out of the ordinary for the area,” she said. “We would consider this to be a storm that drops some healthy precipitation, drop some snow in the snowpack, and saturate the ground.”
The second storm should drop more rain in the valley, where residents could get up to 1.5 inches of rain.
The weather service has issued a flood watch in the Sacramento Valley for Sunday afternoon through Monday night, anticipating some minor flooding in cities.
The region could also see wind gusts up to 45 miles per hour through Saturday evening, according to the weather service.
The incoming storms are expected to bring moderate to heavy rainfall to the San Francisco Bay Area starting Friday and lasting through Monday. This could cause fast-rising water levels along streams and creeks in the region, according to the weather service’s office in Monterey, California.
Most waterways are expected to stay below flood levels, but some locations could rise requiring monitoring, especially in Sonoma County, the weather service said.
[image: Water flows down the spillway at Nicasio Reservoir after days of rain have brought the reservoir to near capacity in Nicasio, Calif., on Jan. 9, 2023. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)]Water flows down the spillway at Nicasio Reservoir after days of rain have brought the reservoir to near capacity in Nicasio, Calif., on Jan. 9, 2023. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


The forecast shows a greater-than 20-percent chance of the Russian River at Guerneville—a small city located about 75 miles north of San Francisco—reaching flood stage by late Monday night, according to a Jan. 18 outlook report by the weather service.
The Bay Area could see up to 3 inches of rain across most areas with 3 to 5 inches expected over the North Bay, which includes the state’s wine regions in Marin, Napa, Sonoma, and Solano counties.
The Santa Cruz and Santa Lucia Mountains could see as much as 4 to 6 inches of rain, the weather service reported.
With this weekend’s additional rain falling in the San Francisco Bay Area, shallow soils on steep hills are expected to become saturated, which means widespread shallow landslides are likely, according to the United States Geographical Survey.
Further south in San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara, along the central coast, the weather service forecasted possible thunderstorms beginning Sunday night and lasting through Monday. Rain was anticipated in those counties from Friday through Wednesday.
In Ventura and Los Angeles counties, rain could arrive Friday night and last until late Monday, according to the weather service. The heaviest downpours were forecast for Saturday. Thunderstorms could also reach Los Angeles and Ventura counties Monday.
In Orange and San Diego counties, residents should expect light showers to begin Saturday in the region, with Monday bringing the greatest threat of rain, according to an update provided by Alex Tardy, a senior meteorologist with the weather service in the San Diego office.
[image: A view of snow-covered mountains from Orange County, Calif., on Dec. 29, 2021. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)]A view of snow-covered mountains from Orange County, Calif., on Dec. 29, 2021. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)


Mountain areas in Southern California could receive some wet snow as the two storms pass through, he said.
The snow level will be at its lowest point in the southern region of the state Saturday night, dipping as low as 5,500 feet, he reported.
“We could see some heavy rain and isolated thunderstorms Saturday night,” Mr. Tardy added.
The second storm will also bring a threat of thunderstorms to the San Diego region, but then the southern region of the state will get a chance to dry out after these systems, he said.
“For the rest of the month it looks like we don’t get any more rain, so things really dry out after Monday,” he added. “This is kind of a one-two punch.”
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Biden Takes Swipe at Gun Rights Advocates, Says ‘Need an F-16’ Not AR-15 to Take on Government
President Joe Biden jokes about opponents of his plan to revive an 90s era gun ban during speech to welcome mayors to the White House. 
[image: Biden Takes Swipe at Gun Rights Advocates, Says ‘Need an F-16’ Not AR-15 to Take on Government]U.S. President Joe Biden arrives to address mayors attending the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting in the East Room of the White House in Washington  on Jan. 19, 2024. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP via Getty Images)
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President Joe Biden told a group of mayors that they would be instrumental in implementing his Second Amendment policies, including a ban on some types of semiautomatic rifles, so-called “assault weapons.”
President Biden welcomed a bipartisan group of mayors attending the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting at the White House on Friday.
He told the mayors that the American Rescue Plan has spent $15 billion on infrastructure and public safety.
The president said much of that money went directly to cities to hire and equip police officers, institute violence intervention programs, and fund other crime prevention programs.
“You’ve done a tremendous job putting those resources to work. You know how to do it,” President Biden said. “Mayors are the people who get things done.”
He said that, at the urging of his staff, he is continuing his push for a revival of the 1990s-era “Assault Weapons Ban.”
The ban, which he said he helped the late Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif) write, was in place from September 1994 to September 2004.
President Biden claimed the ban reduced violent crime, including mass shootings. That claim has motivated his administration to push for a renewal of the policy.
“My staff came to me and said, ‘We need a White House office dedicated to getting guns off the streets and treating the trauma from violence,” he said.
“I’m still committed to banning assault weapons and high-capacity magazines.
“When we passed the Second Amendment, guess what? You weren’t allowed to have a cannon.”
During his speech Friday, President Biden drew chuckles from the mayors as he derided an argument sometimes made by Second Amendment advocates against “assault weapons” bans.
“You’ve heard, ‘the tree of liberty is watered with the blood of patriots?’ Guess what, man? I didn’t see a whole lot of patriots out there walking around making sure that we have these weapons. If you really want to worry about the government, you need an F-16. You don’t need an AR-15,” President Biden said.
The president’s remarks drew laughter from the mayors.
A Rand Corporation study completed in 2020 and updated in 2023 found limited evidence that “high capacity magazine” bans reduced mass shootings and inconclusive evidence on the effect of banning “assault weapons” on the incidents of mass shootings.
President Biden also touted the “Bipartisan Safer Communities Act,” (BSCA) passed in June of 2022 as “the first gun safety law in 30 years.”
Under the BSCA, President Biden has issued numerous executive orders, directed the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) to change or write many sometimes controversial rules, and established a “White House Office of Gun Violence Prevention” last September.
[image: Vice President Kamala Harris speaks about gun safety at the White House in Washington on Sept. 22, 2023. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)]Vice President Kamala Harris speaks about gun safety at the White House in Washington on Sept. 22, 2023. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)


The White House Office of Gun Violence Prevention is led by Vice President Kamala Harris and staffed by veterans of the gun control movement. Stefanie Feldman, President Biden’s staff secretary, runs the office with Greg Jackson and Rob Wilcox.
Previously, Mr. Jackson led the Community Justice Action Fund, which focused on the impact of violent crime involving guns on minority communities.
Mr. Wilcox worked at Brady, served on the Board of Directors of New Yorkers Against Gun Violence, and practiced law in New York City.
Recently, Ms. Harris announced the office’s “Safer States Agenda” to push similar programs at the state level.
“We’re deploying teams to meet with communities that have been victimized, to make sure they get the help they need,” President Biden told the mayors.
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Prosecutor in Trump Georgia Case Paid for Trips With Fulton County DA Fani Willis, Bank Records Show
Bank statements show flights purchased for the pair to travel together to Miami and San Francisco.
[image: Prosecutor in Trump Georgia Case Paid for Trips With Fulton County DA Fani Willis, Bank Records Show]Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis and Fulton County District Attorney Special Prosecutor Nathan Wade (R) at a press conference in the Fulton County Government Center after a grand jury voted to indict former President Donald Trump and 18 others, in Atlanta on Aug. 14, 2023. (Christian Monterrosa/AFP via Getty Images)
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A special prosecutor in the Georgia election case against former President Donald Trump paid for Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis to fly with him to San Francisco and Miami, court documents filed Friday show.
Detailed credit card statements included in the filing on behalf of Joycelyn Wade in her divorce case with special prosecutor Nathan Wade indicate that flights for both Ms. Willis and Mr. Wade were purchased together.
Ms. Wade has alleged that her husband had a romantic relationship with the Fulton County district attorney, who hired him to probe President Trump.
Last week, one of President Trump’s co-defendants in the election case made a similar accusation, claiming that the allegations have undermined the credibility of the racketeering indictment against them.
The bank statements disclosed in Friday’s filing suggest that Mr. Wade paid for Ms. Willis to travel with him at a time when prosecutors were actively investigating President Trump.
Flights from Atlanta to Miami on American Airlines were purchased on Oct. 4, 2022, and flights from Atlanta to San Francisco were bought on April 25, 2023, the bank statements show. Additional transactions at a Napa Valley hotel on May 14, 2023, were also recorded in the statements.
“The evidence is clear that Ms. Willis was an intended travel partner for at least some of these trips as indicated by flights he purchased for her to accompany him,” Andrea Hastings, an attorney for Ms. Wade, wrote in the filing.
Mr. Wade, an attorney with a private law firm, has argued at nearly every hearing in the Trump case since its inception.
Mike Roman, the Trump case defendant who originally brought to light the alleged relationship, alleged that Mr. Wade had been paid about $650,000 at a rate of $250 per hour with public funds and had received other funds that were used to pay for “lavish” vacations with Ms. Willis.
Ms. Willis has filed a motion seeking to avoid being deposed in the divorce proceedings, alleging that Ms. Wade has “conspired with interested parties” in the Trump case “to annoy, embarrass, and oppress” her.
Ms. Wade’s attorney pushed back against this on Friday, insisting that Ms. Wade seeks the Fulton County district attorney’s deposition “in order to determine details surrounding her romantic affair” with Mr. Wade, “as there appears to be no reasonable explanation for their travels apart from a romantic relationship.”
“Contrary to Ms. Wills’s belief, the Defendant is not utilizing the deposition to harass her but rather to seek pertinent information from her husband’s paramour regarding her relationship with Plaintiff and the extent of the Plaintiff’s financial involvement in the same,” Ms. Hastings wrote.
Ms. Willis’ deposition is also expected to shed light on the division of assets between the Wades, according to the filing.Alleged Relationship Grounds for Trump Case Dismissal: Defendant
In the Trump case, the Fulton County district attorney was recently given a Feb. 2 deadline to respond to a motion alleging improper use of funds and that she had a romantic relationship with Mr. Wade.
Mr. Roman cited anonymous sources and did not provide evidence in his 100-plus page filing, but he later said he had witnesses ready to testify against Ms. Willis.
The case’s presiding judge, Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee, has scheduled a hearing for Feb. 15.
In the filing, Mr. Roman argued that the alleged behavior of Ms. Willis and Mr. Wade was grounds for dismissal of the charges against President Trump and dismissal of the district attorney and her team from further involvement in the case.
Mr. Roman’s filing alleging the relationship noted that it was a bold claim to make but contended that regardless, Ms. Willis’ “fame and power do not change the fact that she decided to appoint as the special prosecutor a person with whom she had a personal relationship and who is now leading the day-to-day prosecution of this case.”
Mr. Roman was a strategist who participated in the 2020 Trump campaign.
On Jan. 15, Ms. Willis publicly addressed the allegations for the first time at a church service honoring Martin Luther King Jr., saying it was her right to appoint three special counselors.
“It’s my right to do. Paid them all the same hourly rate,” she said. “They only attack one. I hired one white woman: a good personal friend and great lawyer, a superstar, I tell you. I hired one white man: brilliant, my friend, and a great lawyer. And I hired one black man, another superstar, a great friend, and a great lawyer.”
“Isn’t it them playing the race card when they only question one?” Ms. Willis said.
She touted Mr. Wade’s resume and didn’t respond to allegations of an affair or misuse of funds.
Catherine Yang contributed to this report.
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Plane Makes Emergency Landing on Northern Virginia Highway After Taking Off From Dulles Airport
[image: Plane Makes Emergency Landing on Northern Virginia Highway After Taking Off From Dulles Airport]Emergency personnel investigate a small plane on a roadway in Loudoun County, Va., on Jan. 19, 2024. (WJLA via AP)
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DULLES, Va.—A small passenger plane made an emergency landing on a northern Virginia highway after taking off from nearby Washington Dulles International Airport on Friday afternoon, but no injuries were reported, authorities said.
Police responded to a call just before 1 p.m. about a small aircraft making an emergency landing on Loudoun County Parkway, Virginia State Police said in a news release.
Police said the plane landed on the parkway’s westbound lanes, only a couple miles away from the airport.
No vehicles were struck, and the only damage occurred to a guardrail on the edge of the road, police said.
The airport said it received reports of a departed aircraft, Southern Airways Express flight 246, that landed off airport property on a nearby roadway, Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority spokesperson James Johnson said by email. The airport remains open for takeoffs and landings, Johnson said.
A Southern Airways Express plane was scheduled to depart Dulles for Lancaster, Pennsylvania, at 12:45 p.m., according to FlightAware.
There were seven people on board the single-engine Cessna 208 Caravan, according to Federal Aviation Administration. The airline confirmed that five were passengers, in addition to two crew members. The FAA will investigate.
Virginia State Police identified the pilot as Ahmed Awais, 27, a Florida resident. Passengers included four adults and a 15-year-old boy, police said.
In a statement, the airline’s CEO, Stan Little, said, “We are relieved to report there were no injuries, and all passengers are safe and sound. We are thankful to our pilots, who did exactly what they were trained to do—to put the safety of our passengers first. We are working closely with the authorities to thoroughly investigate the situation.”
Southern Airways Express was founded in 2013 and is based in Palm Beach, Florida. The commuter airline serves 40 U.S. cities stretching from Nantucket Island in Massachuetts to Honolulu, according to its website.
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Sen. Tim Scott Endorses Donald Trump
The South Carolina senator, appointed by Nikki Haley, threw his weight behind Trump ahead of that state’s Republican presidential primary. 
[image: Sen. Tim Scott Endorses Donald Trump]Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.) (R) endorses Republican presidential candidate and former President Donald J. Trump (L) during a campaign event in Concord, N.H., on Jan. 19, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)
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CONCORD, N.H.—Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.), a one-time rival to former President Donald Trump, enthusiastically endorsed him at an event in Concord, New Hampshire, on Jan. 19.
Mr. Scott ran for the Republican nod on the ballot and met early requirements to participate in debates, but he dropped out of the race in November.
During an appearance in Concord, Mr. Trump introduced Mr. Scott, who came to the stage with high energy.
“We need a president who will unite our country. We need Donald Trump. We need a president who will protect your Social Security and my mama’s Social Security,” Mr. Scott said.
Mr. Scott led the crowd to chant “Donald Trump” each time after he expressed what he believes the country needs.
“We need a president today who will stop the crime and recklessness in the streets,” he continued. “We need a president who will restore law and order we need”—the crowd shouts “Donald Trump.”
The list went on, calling for a president who would lower taxes and one whom our adversaries would fear and our allies would respect.
We need a president who doesn’t see black or white, he said, but one who sees America as one family.
Mr. Scott then officially and enthusiastically said the words that had been rumored all day. “And that’s why I came to the very warm state of New Hampshire to endorse the next president of these United States, President Donald Trump,” he said before leaving the stage.
President Trump said the Republican Party now needs to unify and stop wasting millions of dollars attacking him.
The gathered crowd included supporters and some who were simply curious to hear President Trump speak.
Among them was Rudi Rottier, a travel author from Belgium who told The Epoch Times that people in Europe are a bit scared of what could happen in a second Trump term.
There is a fear that if he’s reelected, he will be more of a dictator, Mr. Rottier said, adding that international relations in his first term were not very good, and he fears that could worsen, especially with the Russia–Ukraine war going on. He was concerned that President Trump would stop funding Ukraine in the war.
[image: Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.) (R) endorses Republican presidential candidate and former President Donald J. Trump during a campaign event in Concord, N.H., on Jan. 19, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)]Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.) (R) endorses Republican presidential candidate and former President Donald J. Trump during a campaign event in Concord, N.H., on Jan. 19, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)


Kim Keafer from St. Johnsbury, Vermont, stood out in the cold weather, waiting to see President Trump.
She told The Epoch Times that she had never been to a political rally before, but she did it for educational reasons. Her son is in the family’s homeschool co-op’s government class.
“They were talking about the Trump rallies in New Hampshire and the election coming up. And so he came out of class and he said, ‘Hey, Mom, let’s go to a Trump rally.’ And he’s, I mean, he’s got a Trump flag in his room, and he’s always talking about Trump, which is fine. I’m glad he’s interested,” Ms. Keafer said. “When I was his age, I couldn’t have cared less about politics, so I am so glad he’s thinking about it … So it’s kind of like an extracurricular in-home school civics class.”
The Rev. Joel Tinney, a major pro-Trump evangelist in Iowa, said he drove 18 hours after that caucus to campaign for Trump in New Hampshire. He told The Epoch Times that President Trump was the best to hold that office in his lifetime, and he was pleased that he received the endorsement of two Christian men, Mr. Scott and Dr. Ben Carson.
He said President Trump advanced the pro-life movement.
“He was the only president to ever speak at a pro-life event ... the March for Life, which is the biggest pro-life event in the nation,” Mr. Tinney said, adding that President Trump’s actions while in office “saved millions of babies’ lives.”
Former New Hampshire state Rep. Max Abramson, a Republican, is not sold on President Trump.
He had intended to get behind Mr. Scott before he dropped out, Mr. Abramson told The Epoch Times. Then he put his intentions behind Vivek Ramaswamy, who dropped out the night of the Iowa Caucus.
“I’m still looking at it like Gov. [Ron] DeSantis,” Mr. Abramson said. “I know he’s having some events here in New Hampshire. If DeSantis focuses on the fiscally conservative states … he probably has a chance to keep going.”
Mr. DeSantis is less about social issues and more about getting the government off your back, he added.A Blow for Haley
The news will likely be a blow to the candidacy of former South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley. Ms. Haley, also the former U.S. Ambassador to the U.N., was reportedly seeking an endorsement from Mr. Scott.
Ms. Haley, when she was governor of the Palmetto State, appointed Mr. Scott to his seat in the Senate in 2013 to fill a vacancy. Mr. Scott replaced former South Carolina Sen. Jim DeMint.
A representative of the Haley campaign shared an X post where Ms. Haley replied to the report.
“Interesting that Trump’s lining up with all the Washington insiders when he claimed he wanted to drain the swamp. But the fellas are gonna do what the fellas are gonna do,” Ms. Haley said, according to the post.
Mr. Scott once ran alongside Ms. Haley as a candidate for the 2024 Republican Party’s presidential nomination. Mr. Scott withdrew from the race in November 2023.
Ms. Haley is one of two major candidates left in the race against President Trump. She and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis both finished well behind the 45th president at the Republican Party of Iowa’s caucus on Jan. 15.
According to the Republican Party of Iowa’s official results, President Trump won 51 percent of the vote, Mr. DeSantis placed second with 21.2 percent, and Ms. Haley finished third with 19.1 percent.New Hampshire Polling
Ms. Haley is currently in New Hampshire, where she is campaigning with Gov. Chris Sununu, a Republican. On Jan. 15, in West Des Moines, Iowa, she declared the GOP’s primary contest was now a two-person race between herself and President Trump.
According to the latest major poll out on New Hampshire, published by the Boston Globe and conducted by Suffolk University, President Trump holds a commanding lead over Ms. Haley.
Of the 500 likely voters contacted between Jan. 17 and Jan. 18 by Suffolk University’s pollsters, 51.8 percent said they would be voting for President Trump. Following, 35.4 percent said they prefer Ms. Haley. Another 6.4 percent said they would support Mr. DeSantis. The smallest percentage, 4.2 percent, remains undecided.
In another poll published by Marist College, which compared the preferences of 1,299 New Hampshirites between Jan. 15 and Jan. 17, respondents preferred Ms. Haley over President Joe Biden in a direct matchup.
In a hypothetical contest, the respondents to the Marist poll backed President Biden over President Trump by a margin of 52 percent to 45 percent in a rematch of the 2020 election. The same experiment was conducted with Ms. Haley, who won 47 percent to 44 percent, and with Mr. DeSantis, who lost 51 percent to 42 percent.
Since her speech in Iowa, Ms. Haley is stepping up attacks of both President Trump and President Biden. She calls them too old and says President Trump tells “too many lies.“
New Hampshire will hold its presidential primary on Jan. 23. The GOP’s South Carolina primary is set for Feb. 24.
Jackson Richman contributed to this report.
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The Killing of Ashli Babbitt: A Timeline
An exclusive detailed look at the events leading up to the Jan. 6 shooting death of Ashli Babbitt at the U.S. Capitol.
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Trump Requests Mistrial in E. Jean Carroll Case Due to Missing Death Threat Emails
Former President Donald Trump’s lawyers have asked for a mistrial to be declared in writer E. Jean Carroll’s defamation lawsuit
[image: Trump Requests Mistrial in E. Jean Carroll Case Due to Missing Death Threat Emails](Left) President Donald Trump comes out of the Oval Office from the White House on Sept. 16, 2019. (Right) E. Jean Carroll (C) leaves following her trial at Manhattan Federal Court in New York on May 8, 2023. (Mandel Ngan, Stephanie Keith/Getty Images)



By Tom Ozimek
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





Former President Donald Trump’s legal team has asked the judge in E. Jean Carroll’s defamation case against the former president to declare a mistrial, arguing that Ms. Carroll failed to preserve key evidence by deleting emails that purportedly included death threats.
Trump attorney Alina Habba made the request to U.S. District Judge Lewis Kaplan in a letter dated Jan. 19, in which she asked him to toss the case because the trial was ruined when Ms. Carroll admitted in court testimony that she had deleted an unknown number of emails and social media messages containing death threats.
Ms. Habba said Ms. Carroll “failed to take reasonable steps to preserve relevant evidence. In fact, she did much worse—she actively deleted evidence which she now attempts to rely on in establishing her damages claim.”
Ms. Carroll’s lawyers have made the purported death threats an important reason why their client is asking the jury to award her $10 million in compensatory damages and millions more in punitive damages. They blame the death threats on President Trump’s public remarks about Ms. Carroll.
“Plaintiff recounted to the jury that she received vicious death threats on June 21, 2019, which she directly attributed to President Trump’s June 21, 2019 statement,” Ms. Habba wrote in the letter. “And she sought to substantiate her claim for emotional harm by describing how she felt like an attack would happen ‘right now’ and that her heart would race.”
“However, it cannot be established that these messages existed at all, since Plaintiff deleted them,” she added.
In her letter, Ms. Habba said the deletions are significant because the missing evidence plays a key role in Ms. Carroll’s demands.
Ms. Habba then asked the judge to declare a mistrial to preclude Ms. Carroll from seeking damages related to purported death threats or to include an adverse inference charge against Ms. Carroll, which is basically an instruction to the jury to weigh the missing evidence against her.
Ms. Carroll’s attorney did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the mistrial request.
The trial started on Jan. 16 and is set to resume on Monday.
President Trump has denied any wrongdoing in the case.
[image: Writer E. Jean Carroll leaves a Manhattan court house after a jury found former President Donald Trump liable for sexually abusing her in a Manhattan department store in the 1990s, in New York City, on May 9, 2023. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)]Writer E. Jean Carroll leaves a Manhattan court house after a jury found former President Donald Trump liable for sexually abusing her in a Manhattan department store in the 1990s, in New York City, on May 9, 2023. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


Lawsuit Background
This legal saga stems from a defamation lawsuit Ms. Carroll filed over allegedly defamatory comments President Trump made about her in 2019 when she first publicly accused him of sexual assault.
In 2019, Ms. Carroll accused President Trump of having raped her in a dressing room at the Bergdorf Goodman department store in Manhattan in 1995 or 1996.
After President Trump denied Ms. Carroll’s allegations in 2019—saying that “she’s not my type”—Ms. Carroll filed a lawsuit accusing the former president of having defamed her. The lawsuit wound its way through state, federal, and appellate courts in New York and Washington, without material consequences.
In 2022, the New York state legislature passed the Adult Survivor Act, which amended state law to give victims of certain sexual offenses a one-year window, beginning on Nov. 24, 2022, to file a civil lawsuit against alleged offenders. Ms. Carroll then filed a second lawsuit on Nov. 24, 2022, under this Act, which went to trial.
On May 9, 2023, Ms. Carroll was awarded $5 million in this second lawsuit: about $3 million for a defamation charge and about $2 million for a civil battery charge.

[image: Former President Donald Trump sits in the New York State Supreme Court during his civil fraud trial in New York City, on Jan. 11, 2024. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)]Former President Donald Trump sits in the New York State Supreme Court during his civil fraud trial in New York City, on Jan. 11, 2024. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)



A day after the verdict—on May 10—President Trump appeared at a town hall event on CNN, where he called Carroll a “whack job” and said her claims against him were fake.
Subsequently, Ms. Carroll’s attorneys asked to amend her initial defamation lawsuit from 2019 that remained pending so that she could seek further punitive damages against the former president over his town hall remarks.
The trial for Ms. Carroll’s initial defamation lawsuit began on Jan. 16 and is set to continue Monday.
This latest development comes as President Trump faces numerous legal troubles that he says were orchestrated by his political rivals for election interference.
President Trump is the front-runner by far for the 2024 Republican presidential nomination.Legal Battles
President Trump faces an array of legal troubles, including a total of 91 felony counts across state and federal jurisdictions, coupled with a civil suit in New York that could reshape his business landscape.
Criminal charges related to alleged hush money payments and mishandling of sensitive documents add complexity, while election subversion accusations in both Georgia and Washington pose challenges.
President Trump also faces attempts in multiple states to disqualify him from the ballot under the 14th Amendment on the premise that his call for protests over what he claims was a stolen 2020 election amounted to inciting an “insurrection” when a crowd breached the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
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Alaska Governor Hopeful for Trump 2024 Victory to Boost State’s Natural Resource Industries
‘When it came to any type of resource development, the Trump administration was way, way, way ahead.’
[image: Alaska Governor Hopeful for Trump 2024 Victory to Boost State’s Natural Resource Industries]Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy speaks at the White House in Washington, on July 16, 2020. (Jim Watson/AFP via Getty Images)




By Ryan Morgan and Steve Lance
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





Republican Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy is hopeful for former President Donald Trump’s return to the White House in 2024, predicting it will bolster key parts of Alaska’s economy, including fossil fuel extraction, mining, and timber.
Speaking with NTD’s “Capitol Report” Mr. Dunleavy said President Joe Biden’s impact on Alaska’s natural resource industries has been “brutal,” calling it a “night and day” difference compared to the Trump administration.
“You couldn’t have a more different administration,” Mr. Dunleavy said. “Under President Trump, every opportunity was looked at. We met with the president at least nine times. When he flew to Alaska here, we would go on Air Force One and we‘d sit down, and we’d actually talk about things that Alaska needs. I mean, the president would always say to me, ‘Mike, what does Alaska need? What do you guys want?’”
Under President Trump, the federal government approved new oil and gas leases in Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), a policy decision Mr. Dunleavy said “was a dream for Alaskans.” The Trump administration also opened more areas of the Tongass National Forest to mining and logging.
“When it came to any type of resource development, the Trump administration was way, way, way ahead of the Biden administration,” the governor said.
By contrast, he said, the Biden administration has taken more than 50 measures to reverse the direction of Alaska’s resource industries. In his first day in office, President Biden placed a moratorium on all oil and natural gas leasing activities in the ANWR and canceled drilling leases in the wildlife refuge altogether in September. The Biden administration also reversed the Trump-era decisions permitting mining and logging in the Tongass National Forest.
Mr. Dunleavy said Alaska is still awaiting permission on a new gas line project.
“We'll see if that that works,” he said. “But [the] long and short of it, it’s been a battle for fossil fuels and mining, as well as timber here in Alaska.”



Biden’s Environmental Agenda
President Biden made the environment a key component of his 2020 campaign. His platform included a $1.7 trillion proposal that largely aligned with the Green New Deal and included funding for clean energy and “environmental justice” efforts. He also called during his campaign for a global moratorium on arctic drilling.
“Protecting the Tongass National Forest is an important step in recognizing the role of our forests in fighting the biodiversity and climate crises,” Patrick Lavin, Alaska policy adviser at Defenders of Wildlife, said as the Biden administration’s decision suspended logging in the Tongass last year.
The indigenous Gwich’in nation’s steering committee had opposed drilling in the ANWR as a threat to caribou calving grounds. Several other environmental and indigenous groups joined in opposition to drilling in the ANWR.
“We are thrilled to see the Biden administration’s decision to cancel [Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority’s] leases and re-examine the coastal plain leasing program,” Emily Sullivan, communications director for the Northern Alaska Environmental Center, said of the Biden administration’s decision to cancel the ANWR drilling leases in September. “Today’s announcement is a huge win for Indigenous rights and the Arctic ecosystem—while we still have work ahead of us to protect this vital landscape, we are confident that canceling these illegal leases has set us on the right track.”
While the Biden administration’s decision reversing resource extraction in the ANWR and Tongass earned praise from environmental activists, he received pushback from environmental activists last March when he approved a scaled-down version of the Willow Project, a proposal for a new oil field within the federally-managed National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (NPR-A).
“For all the talk of ‘scaling back,’ this decision green-lights 92 percent of proposed oil drilling and hands over one the most fragile, intact ecosystems in the world to ConocoPhillips. This is not climate leadership,” Earthjustice President Abby Dillen said of decision to approve the scaled-down Willow Project proposal.Trump Says ‘Drill Baby Drill’ After Iowa Win
President Trump has repeatedly said he plans to quickly expand oil drilling if he returns to office. Addressing his supporters after winning the first Republican primary contest in Iowa on Monday, the 45th president reiterated his day-one priorities if he returns to office.
“We’re going to come together. We’re going to drill, baby, drill, right away. We’re going to seal up the border, because right now we have an invasion,” President Trump said.
Responding to those remarks after President Trump’s Iowa caucus victory, Mr. Dunleavy said, “I’m 110 percent, obviously, behind President Trump on this issue.”
“Energy is key to modern civilization across this world, energy is key to America’s dominance, energy is key to America’s national security ... it’s part of the pharmaceutical industry. It’s part of the medical industry. It’s part of agriculture in terms of fertilizer,” Mr. Dunleavy said. “If we have abundant amounts of oil, gas, and other fuels, America will remain on top, our cost of living will go down, our standard of living will go up.”
From NTD News
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RFK Seeks Path to Victory by Forcing House to Elect President
The House of Representatives has decided the presidential election twice in American history, in 1800 and in 1825.
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To win the 2024 election as an independent, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is firstly hoping for an outright win, but the second path to victory is to make sure no other candidate wins.
If no candidate reaches 270 electoral votes in a presidential election, the winner is decided by the House of Representatives, where each state gets one vote.
The House has picked the president twice in American history.
In 1800, Aaron Burr and Thomas Jefferson were deadlocked after the electoral votes were counted. The House cast their ballots to elect President Jefferson, who received 61 percent of the popular vote.
The second instance happened in 1824, when none of the four presidential candidates received an electoral vote majority. The House elected John Quincy Adams on Feb. 9, 1825.
“People are starting to realize that Bobby can win, with where he is in the polls,” campaign manager Amaryllis Fox Kennedy told The Epoch Times.
“They are starting to see that, for the first time in their lifetime, the two-party system can be broken and they can vote for somebody who excites them rather than having to vote for the lesser of two evils,” she said. Ms. Kennedy is also the candidate’s daughter-in-law.
She said Mr. Kennedy could be considered a preferred candidate over former President Donald Trump and President Joe Biden, the likely Republican and Democrat nominees.
Few independent and third-party candidates, however, have won electoral votes. In 1912, former President Theodore Roosevelt ran as an independent against his former protégé, President William Howard Taft, after failing to win the Republican nomination.

President Roosevelt carried eight states and gained 27 percent of the popular vote but won just 88 electoral votes compared to Democrat Woodrow Wilson’s 435.
Independent candidate and former Alabama Gov. George Wallace won five states in 1968. He needed to prevail in only one more state with 10 or more electors to prevent Richard Nixon from an Electoral College majority.
In 1992, Ross Perot captured around 19 percent of the popular vote, won several counties, and placed second in two states, but he did not secure electoral votes in a race won by Bill Clinton over President George H.W. Bush.
Brian Seitchik, a Republican strategist and former Trump campaign staff member, told The Epoch Times that the strategy to capture enough electoral votes to send the presidential election to the House is “absurd.”
“It was talked about in 1992 when Ross Perot was running. It was talked about when George Wallace was on the ballot many years ago,” Mr. Sietchik said.
“It’s a fantasy that Republican nerds like to talk about—just like they like to talk about a brokered convention. We haven’t had a brokered convention since the 1960s, so these are just sort of political fantasies.”
David Carlucci, a former New York state senator and a Democrat strategist, told The Epoch Times that Mr. Kennedy faces a “daunting challenge” to get electoral votes.
“Regardless of your political affiliation—Democrat, Republican, or Independent—it’s undeniable that the Electoral College poses challenges to an independent candidate. The strategy of winning states necessitates a precise campaign focused on specific demographics, leaving little room for candidates like RFK Jr. to impact safe red and blue states, which constitute the majority,” Mr. Carlucci said
“With fewer than 10 swing states, an independent candidate faces an uphill battle against the targeted efforts of Democrats and Republicans in these crucial areas,” he said.
Mr. Kennedy is traveling the country to private fundraising events and rallies designed to collect signatures to get him on the ballot in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.
He is on the ballot in Utah, a feat he accomplished earlier this month, and he believes he will get on all ballots.
Earlier this week, Mr. Kennedy announced that his campaign had filed paperwork to create its own political party in six states.
In five states—California, Delaware, Hawaii, Mississippi, and North Carolina—Mr. Kennedy’s campaign formed the We the People Party. The Texas Independent Party was established in the Lone Star State.
The move was made to get his name on the ballot in those states with fewer voter signatures than is required for candidates not affiliated with a party. It reduced the number of signatures required to gain ballot access by about 330,000, according to a statement by his campaign.

“In some states, party ballot access requires fewer signatures and is therefore the most direct path to ballot access in those states,” the campaign said in a Jan. 16 press release.
Once the new party gains ballot access, it can nominate a candidate.
The challenge of getting on the ballot in every state and the District of Columbia is grueling, time-consuming, and expensive, Mr. Kennedy said. His campaign must collect about 1 million valid pen-and-paper signatures through petitions across the country.
“Effectively, this means closer to 1.5 million to ensure that enough are valid,” Mr. Kennedy said.
Guidelines for securing a ballot spot differ in many states, as do deadlines. North Carolina and Texas, for example, require independent candidates to file by mid-May. Multiple states have summer deadlines.
Some states have varying guidelines about the number of signees in different parts of their state. In multiple states, signatures can be challenged after they’ve been submitted to election offices.
Legal challenges from Democrats and Republicans intent on keeping Mr. Kennedy off the ballot are also possible.
Mr. Kennedy has called ballot access laws for independent and third-party candidates “among the worst forms of voter suppression in America today” and said that state officials should work together to “streamline and standardize ballot access procedures.”
Ballot access restrictions “artificially prop up the two-party duopoly,” Mr. Kennedy said.
He referred to a Gallup poll conducted in September 2023 that found 63 percent of adults surveyed agreed that the Republican and Democratic parties “do such a poor job” of representing the American people that “a third major party is needed.”
American Values 2024, the super PAC supporting Mr. Kennedy, said that it plans to spend more than $10 million to get on the ballot in 10 states—Arizona, California, Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Nevada, New York,and Texas.

The super PAC recently announced it had hired three firms to collect voter signatures in Arizona, Georgia, and Michigan.
Mr. Kennedy’s campaign said it won’t hire petitioners and instead continue to rely on its “grassroots army.”
The challenge of collecting signatures to gain ballot access will be “advantageous” because “we’re going to have a better ground game” than other candidates,” Mr. Kennedy said.
At a voter rally in Atlanta on Jan. 14, Mr. Kennedy praised the “grassroots army of more than 50,000” who are working to collect signatures in every state and the District of Columbia.
[image: Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. greets a supporter during his campaign rally in Phoenix, Ariz., on Dec. 20, 2023. (Rebecca Noble/Getty Images)]Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. greets a supporter during his campaign rally in Phoenix, Ariz., on Dec. 20, 2023. (Rebecca Noble/Getty Images)


“Democracy is a lot more than voting. I’m inspired by how enthusiastic people are to collect signatures, cast ballots, create new political parties, and attend rallies,” Mr. Kennedy said in a statement.
“That kind of energy is what will get us onto the ballot in every state and fuel our voter registration and GOTV [get out the vote] operation as we head toward election day.”
His optimism is reflected in polls that show a high favorability rating and approval for him among voters between the ages of 18 and 34.
In a Gallup poll conducted from Dec. 1 to Dec. 20, 2023, Mr. Kennedy led all presidential candidates with a 52 percent favorability rating. President Trump followed with 42 percent, President Biden 41 percent, former U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley 33 percent, and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 32 percent.
Mr. Kennedy and Ms. Haley led in the least favorable category at 34 percent compared to 58 percent for President Biden, 57 percent for President Trump, and 52 percent for Mr. DeSantis.
Mr. Kennedy has said multiple times that he believes he will prevail in the general election.
“Right now, polls indicate that I am outperforming both candidates among Americans under 45 years old. I am leading by 10 points among Americans under 35. And in key battleground states, my average stands at an impressive 24 percent, putting me within striking distance of victory,” Mr. Kennedy said in a statement.
“If we can pull 5 percent from each of our opponents to get to 34 percent, we win.”
Emel Akan contributed to this report. 
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‘A Difficult Day’: Sports Illustrated Staff Faces Layoffs
[image: ‘A Difficult Day’: Sports Illustrated Staff Faces Layoffs]A George Mason University fan holds up a Sports Illustrated magazine at a send off for the team in Fairfax, Va., on March 29, 2006. (Lawrence Jackson/AP Photo)



By Matt McGregor
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





Sports Illustrated, a publication of over 60 years that has recently seen controversy over its alleged use of AI-generated content and putting transgender models on the cover of its swimsuit editions, is now facing layoffs of its staff.
The Sports Illustrated Union posted that its publishing company will be firing employees.
“Earlier today, the workers of Sports Illustrated were notified that The Arena Group is planning to lay off a significant number, possibly all, of the Guild-represented workers at SI, a result of Authentic Brands Group (ABG) revoking Arean’s license to publish SI,” the union said in a statement. “This is another difficult day in what has been a difficult four years for Sports Illustrated under Arena Group (previously The Maven) stewardship. We are calling on ABG to ensure the continued publication of SI and allow it to serve our audience in the way it has for nearly 70 years.”
The Arena Group owns platforms such as Parade and Men’s Journal.
“We have fought together as a union to maintain the standard of this storied publication that we love and to make sure our workers are treated fairly for the value they bring to this company,” said Mitch Goldich, the NFL editor for Sports Illustrated.
Richard Deitsch, a former writer with Sports Illustrated, shared a post on X what he said was an email all staffers received on Jan. 19 stating that ABG revoked The Arena Group’s license to operate Sports Illustrated.
“As a result of this license revocation, we will be laying off staff that work on the SI brand,” the post stated, adding that fired employees will get severance and that The Arena Group will honor the union’s agreement.
“Some employees will be terminated immediately and paid in lieu of the applicable notice period under the MOA,” the statement read. “Employees with a last working day of today will be contacted by the People team soon. Other employees will be expected to work through the end of the notice period and will receive additional information shortly.”The Arena Group Responds
In response to The Epoch Times’ request for comment, a spokesperson for The Arena Group said there was an “active discussion” with the ABG.
“Even though the publishing license has been revoked, we will continue to produce Sports Illustrated until this is resolved,” the spokesperson said. “We hope to be the company to take SI forward, but if not, we are confident that someone will. If it is another business, we will support the transition so the legacy of Sports Illustrated doesn’t suffer.”
On Jan. 18, The Arena Group announced a reduction of over 100 employees in its workforce “in a strategic move to transform the business model.”
“The Company, which has substantial debt and recently missed payments, is completing these cost-cutting measures to initiate a transformative shift towards a streamlined business model,” the announcement said.
In response to The Epoch Times’ request for comment, a spokesperson for the ABG group confirmed that The Arena Group’s license to publish Sports Illustrated was terminated because the company failed to pay its quarterly license fee “despite being given a notice of breach and an opportunity to secure the breach.”
“Authentic is here to ensure that the brand of Sports Illustrated, which includes its editorial arm, continues to thrive as it has for the past nearly 70 years,” the spokesperson said. “We are confident that going forward, the brand will continue to evolve and grow in a way that serves sports news readers, sports fans, and consumers.”Past Issues
In November, The Arena Group denied allegations that Sports Illustrated published content generated by artificial intelligence.
“Today, an article was published alleging that Sports Illustrated published AI-generated articles,” The Arena Group said. “According to our initial investigation, this is not accurate.”
The publication Futurism reported that Sports Illustrated used fake authors.
When Futurism contacted The Arena Group for comment, the authors disappeared from the website.
The Arena Group later said that it had contracted with a company called AdVon Commerce that told The Arena Group that the articles were written by humans but that it used false, AI-generated personas to protect their author’s privacy.
“We have learned that AdVon had writers use a pen or pseudo name in certain articles to protect author privacy—actions we strongly condemn—and we are removing the content while our internal investigation continues and have since ended the partnership,” The Arena Group said.
The Sports Illustrated Union said it was “outraged” that The Arena Group published AI-generated content without their knowledge.
‘The writers, editors, designers, fact-checkers, social and video producers, and others who make up our unit understand the significance of an SI byline,” the union said.Transgender Swimsuit Model
Earlier in 2023, Sports Illustrated saw more controversy when it put its second transgender model and performer, Kim Petras, on the cover of its swimsuit edition, the first being trans model Valentina Sampaio in 2020.
The move prompted many advocates who protest the ideology of gender fluidity because of its impact on children to call for a boycott of the magazine.
“The 2023 Sports Illustrated swimsuit edition cover model is a biological man with fake boobs,” said Wisconsin Moms for Liberty Chapter Chair Scarlett Johnson. “I really hope men are #Done with Sports Illustrated.”
Naveen Athrappully contributed to this report.
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Pro-Lifers Brave Snow in Washington to Push Greater Abortion Restrictions After Post-Dobbs Losses
The pro-life movement faces new challenges as allies disagree over tactics in a post-Roe world.
[image: Pro-Lifers Brave Snow in Washington to Push Greater Abortion Restrictions After Post-Dobbs Losses]People attend the annual March for Life rally on the National Mall in Washington on Jan. 19, 2024. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)
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WASHINGTON—Thousands of pro-lifers gathered in a snowy Washington on Jan. 19 to “stand for the unborn” as the March for Life movement celebrated the end of Roe v. Wade while confronting multiple losses at the state level.
Currently in its 51st year, the march coincided with the Jan. 22 anniversary of the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe, which, along with Planned Parenthood v. Casey, limited how much state legislatures could restrict abortion.
On June 24, 2022, in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, the Supreme Court returned the authority to regulate abortion to the states, where both sides of the debate have pushed for legislative and constitutional changes in recent years. That transfer of authority hasn’t changed the destination of the march, however, which has proceeded for years along the southern part of DC and up to the Supreme Court.
“We have a long way to go until life is truly protected by our nation, but the witness each year at the National march gives me great hope,” March for Life President Jeanne Mancini said in a press release. “Though legislation protecting life remains critical, even more important is the work of changing hearts and minds. That’s why we will continue marching at the state and federal level until our nation’s laws reflect the basic truth that all human life is created equal and is worthy of protection.”
Her comments pointed to a difficult reality for pro-lifers, who often say that legal changes must come alongside arduous work to transform American culture. The gap between public opinion and pro-life objectives might best be seen in the movement’s losses across seven state-level ballot measures.
“It’s honestly disheartening to see how our culture, and the government especially, is so opposed to pro-life policies and, you know, just disregard for the unborn totally,” Lucie Lee, a 20-year-old art school student told The Epoch Times.
“And, especially being in New York City ... most of the people around me like in my school are adamantly and very aggressively pro-choice.” Ms. Lee held up a sign depicting an unborn child and asking “Why Don’t You See the Life in Them?”
[image: Art student Lucie Lee, 20, takes part in the March for Life in Washington on Jan. 19, 2024. (Sam Dorman/The Epoch Times)]Art student Lucie Lee, 20, takes part in the March for Life in Washington on Jan. 19, 2024. (Sam Dorman/The Epoch Times)


Ms. Lee is one of the many students across the country who work with Students for Life of America (SFLA) to change minds on abortion. She said she participates in “tabling,” or going to schools and engaging with students on the issue.
“I think it’s a very sad reflection of the culture in our country today,” said Matt Koski, 56, of Baltimore, when asked about recent losses. Standing amid a crowd of concertgoers, he was holding a pro-life group White Rose Resistance sign that read “DEATH IS NOT WELCOME HERE.”
“It’s a shame that there are so many organizations that are supporting abortion for monetary gain, and for them to decide who should live and who should die,” Mr. Koski told The Epoch Times.
“I think that’s something that God should decide. I don’t think it’s something that we should take into our own hands.”

[image: Matt Koski, 56, holds an anti-abortion sign at the 51st annual March for Life in Washington on Jan. 19, 2024. (Sam Dorman/The Epoch Times)]Matt Koski, 56, holds an anti-abortion sign at the 51st annual March for Life in Washington on Jan. 19, 2024. (Sam Dorman/The Epoch Times)


On the day before the March for Life, Planned Parenthood was promoting the pro-choice Women’s March scheduled for Jan. 20.
“Our freedoms are under attack and now is the time to mobilize,” it posted on X, formerly Twitter.
The post-Dobbs political environment hasn’t been one of total defeat for pro-lifers. For example, many states quickly enacted so-called “trigger” laws designed to restrict abortion after Roe’s demise. Pro-life laws passed in states like Idaho while Democrats have failed to repeal the Hyde Amendment, which blocks most federal funding for abortions. The Supreme Court is also set to review a lower court decision suspending the Food and Drug Administration’s approval of the abortion pill.Compromise and the Debate Over Incrementalism
Polling has historically shown that many Americans don’t wholly support the beliefs of either side of the abortion debate. Most have reported favoring some, but not all, limits on abortion—usually after the first trimester.
Leaders and activists on both sides tend to frame the issue in more absolute terms with some expressing openness to an incremental approach to changing laws.
Both Ms. Lee and 33-year-old Giovanni Abreu told The Epoch Times that they favored a complete ban on abortion.
Liberty University student Samuel Johnson, 24, said it should only be permitted in cases of medical emergency.
“God is the author of life and death,” Mr. Johnson said.
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For pro-life leaders, the post-Roe political landscape has forced them to balance their concerns about unborn children with caution over attempting to change state laws too much, too quickly.
SFLA President Kristan Hawkins, former Americans United for Life President Catherine Glenn Foster, and Susan B. Anthony List Director of State Public Affairs Kelsey Pritchard are open to a more incremental approach, they told The Epoch Times.
“We exist to save as many lives as we can, as fast as we can, and we do that by recognizing the political reality that exists and creating strategies that are reflective of those realities,” said Ms. Pritchard.
She added that her organization expected “up to 10 ballot measure fights in pro-life states in 2024. If we lost them all, that could mean the loss of protections for nearly 30,000 babies annually.”
Ms. Hawkins said that while she would like to abolish abortion, she didn’t think that would happen “in the next couple of years.” She also pushed back on the idea that pro-lifers should appeal more to moderates.
“I don’t think Planned Parenthood’s appealing to moderates,” she said, clarifying that she thought they lied to do so.
Ms. Hawkins argued that President Trump was “tragically naive if he thinks his deal-making ability is going to extend to getting Planned Parenthood to compromise on anything .”
“I don’t really think you can make Satan happy at this point … He’s already happy with the Joe Biden administration now but that’s pretty much all that Satan wants is more child sacrifice.”
[image: The annual March for Life rally on the National Mall in Washington on Jan. 19, 2024. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)]The annual March for Life rally on the National Mall in Washington on Jan. 19, 2024. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


Legislative Battles
Pro-choice advocates, meanwhile, have insisted on codifying Roe, which pro-life advocates say effectively allowed abortion up until birth. Planned Parenthood, she said, wasn’t appealing to moderates and was instead pushing “extreme” laws.
Planned Parenthood of Montana, the American Civil Liberties Union of Montana, and Montanans for Choice each opposed the state’s failed proposal to require medical care for babies born after an induced labor  or abortion. That was perhaps the biggest shock to the post-Roe, pro-life movement as it failed, 47.45 percent to 52.55 percent, in what’s typically considered a deep red state.
Similar measures have repeatedly failed in the U.S. Congress, which has also considered what some might see as compromises on the issues. For example, the Senate blocked a 20-week ban pushed by former President Donald Trump in 2018.
More recently, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and SBA List pushed a 15-week ban in the wake of Dobbs, which upheld a bill with the same time limit. He quickly encountered criticism from Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) who described the bill as “radical” and said it sent a “clear message from MAGA Republicans to women across the country: your body, our choice.”
A 15-week ban isn’t acceptable for some in the pro-life movement either.
Former Planned Parenthood Director Abby Johnson previously supported abortion but now leads pro-life charities and says she wouldn’t feel comfortable backing any legislation short of a total ban on the procedure.
[image: Abby Johnson, CEO of anti-abortion group And Then There Were None, hugs another pro-life activist outside the U.S. Supreme Court during the 48th annual March for Life in Washington on Jan. 29, 2021. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)]Abby Johnson, CEO of anti-abortion group And Then There Were None, hugs another pro-life activist outside the U.S. Supreme Court during the 48th annual March for Life in Washington on Jan. 29, 2021. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


“I guess for me, it is about consistency,” she told The Epoch Times.
“It’s really about fighting for what’s right, not about what’s electable … I would rather lose an election and know that I was fighting for the right thing.”
On exceptions for rape, she said, “I’m just never going to be a person that looks at a child that was conceived in rape and says, you don’t have the same value as a child that was conceived in love.”
White Rose Resistance Manager of Activism A.J. Hurley told The Epoch Times: “As those standing for life in this dark generation, it’s not our job as an organization to tell our legislators what’s practical. Since killing children is unthinkable, it’s our job to push them to do the impossible.”Punishing Women and Reaching Abolition
Pro-life leaders generally express an interest in eliminating abortion but differ in how to achieve that—both in terms of political strategy and enforcement mechanisms.
Republicans in South Carolina caused an uproar in 2023 when they followed Dobbs with a proposal to punish women who have abortions by subjecting them to the state’s homicide laws.
It reignited a discussion after President Trump said during the 2016 campaign that women should face “some form of punishment for abortion.”
Many pro-life activists, however, have pushed back on penalizing women. Mr. Koski, Mr. Abreu, and Mr. Johnson told The Epoch Times that they opposed institutional punishment of women.
“We all make mistakes, we’ve all sinned,” Mr. Koski said. “But I think that the punishment that they feel will come from within themselves.”
Ms. Lee said she favored punishment but raised a common objection when she noted she would exempt women coerced into abortions.
[image: Pro-life leaders Kristan Hawkins (C) and Penny Nance (R) celebrate the overturning of Roe v. Wade in Washington on June 24, 2022. (Courtesy of Students for Life of America)]Pro-life leaders Kristan Hawkins (C) and Penny Nance (R) celebrate the overturning of Roe v. Wade in Washington on June 24, 2022. (Courtesy of Students for Life of America)


Ms. Hawkins opposed punishment as did Ms. Foster, who compared it to punishing a “wolf who chews off their own paw to escape the trap—as they may view it; for grasping out to the closest life raft, even if that life raft comes with some dreadful consequences.”
“We’re talking about a desperate situation,” she said.
While many, but not all, pro-life organizations have opposed punishment, sympathy is within the movement.
Ben Zeisloft, editor at The Republic Sentinel, has indicated that punishing women is necessary for effectively ending abortion and achieving justice for unborn children.
“The promotion of the ‘second victim narrative’ by pro-life establishment organizations and talking heads is perhaps the greatest obstacle to establishing equal protection for preborn babies,” Mr. Zeisloft said in a December post to X.
“There are presently laws in all fifty states preventing women from facing any form of prosecution for the murder of their preborn babies … Many mothers use these special murder rights to become their own abortionists, and justice would demand that they should be penalized accordingly.”
Mr. Hurley similarly told The Epoch Times that there should be investigations into abortions with punishment for the woman, coercer, trafficker, or doctor—depending on their level of culpability.Mixed Data on Post-Dobbs Abortions
According to the Guttmacher Institute, 66 abortion facilities across 15 states stopped offering abortions in the 100 days after the Supreme Court overturned Roe. But it’s nearly impossible to track all abortions as many, including self-managed abortions via pill, occur outside of traditional medical settings. Interstate travel also allows, for example, women in Idaho to seek abortions in Washington state.
The pro-choice Society for Family Planning said in October that “in states with total or six-week abortion bans, abortions decreased by nearly 115,000. States where abortion remained legal beyond six weeks saw a cumulative increase of nearly 117,000 abortions in the 12 months following the Dobbs ruling.” SFP’s reporting, which didn’t count self-managed abortions, said that the national average for abortions actually increased from 82,115 abortions per month in the two months before Dobbs to 82,298 per month after the decision.
It’s unclear, though, whether all of the abortions in pro-life states like Texas merely relocated to pro-choice states like New Mexico.
Johns Hopkins University researchers attempted to track the impact of Texas’ heartbeat bill (SB-8), which effectively sought to ban abortion before six weeks, and said it “was associated with 9,799 additional live births in the state between April and December 2022.”
The researchers added: “Although thousands of Texas residents were able to obtain abortions in another state—and overcame numerous emotional, logistic, and financial hardships to do so, out-of-state abortions did not fully offset the overall decrease in facility-based abortions in the post–SB 8 period. This decrease in facility-based abortion care suggests that many Texas residents continued their pregnancies, traveled beyond a neighboring state, or self-managed their abortion.”
These numbers could of course change as state legislative battles play out in the years following Dobbs and neighboring states’ bans make it difficult, if not impossible, for women to obtain abortions in pro-choice states before exceeding their states’ legal timeframes.
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Macy’s to Slash 2,350 Jobs and Close 5 Stores
[image: Macy’s to Slash 2,350 Jobs and Close 5 Stores]The Macy's logo on the side of a building in downtown Los Angeles on March 6, 2017. (Mike Blake/Reuters)
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The department store chain announced Thursday that Macy’s is cutting 2,350 jobs and closing five stores.
The layoffs make up 3.5 percent of Macy’s overall workforce. The company operated 722 store locations as of January 2023 and employed 94,570 full- and part-time employees, excluding seasonal hires.
Stores will be shuttered in Arlington, Virginia; San Leandro, California; Lihue, Hawaii; Simi Valley, California; and Tallahassee, Florida.
“As we prepare to deploy a new strategy to meet the needs of an ever-changing consumer and marketplace, we made the difficult decision to reduce our workforce by 3.5% to become a more streamlined company,” Macy’s said in a statement reported by CNBC.
The job cuts were first reported by the Wall Street Journal, which, citing a memo sent to employees, said the layoffs would occur on Jan. 26.
The memos said the decisions were based on consumer research and were meant to improve the company’s cost structure and drive faster decision-making.
The decision to cut jobs and close stores comes when an investor group consisting of Arkhouse Management and Brigade Capital put pressure to take Macy’s private in a $5.8 billion buyout offer.
Macy’s incoming CEO, Tony Spring, is also focused on cutting expenses on promotions to boost margins as the company recovers from an inventory glut in 2022.
Macy’s will be investing in areas that impact consumers, such as adding more visual display managers to enhance the look of stores and upgrading digital functions to make online shopping more seamless, the WSJ reported.
In November, Macy’s Inc. reported third-quarter earnings of $43 million, down from $108 in the same quarter last year, according to the company’s earnings report. Net sales at the Macy’s stores were down 7 percent year over year, both online and in-store.Layoffs Across Other industries
Macy’s joins other large companies to announce job cuts in 2024 to reduce costs amid a tough economy with increased inflation and interest rates.
On Friday, home goods and furniture retailer Wayfair announced layoffs affecting 1,650 employees following a pandemic-fueled hiring spree.
“I think the reality is that we went overboard in hiring during a strong economic period and veered away from our core principles, and while we have come quite far back to them, we are not quite there,” Wayfair CEO and Co-Founder Niraj ShahShah wrote to employees.
“The best way to make sure everyone in the company can thrive and that we can do the most for our customers is to make sure that we make the right decision in terms of what our go-forward organization should look like. While our focus today is on our people, I want to spend some time explaining how we got here and the thinking we used to make these decisions.”
Amazon’s livestreaming platform, Twitch, also announced earlier this month it was slashing 35 percent of its workforce as part of ongoing efforts to make the business more “sustainable” and “efficient.” Amazon is also cutting jobs in its Prime Video and Amazon MGM Studios divisions. The company has laid off around 26,000 workers since late 2022 as part of cost-cutting measures.
Reuters contributed to this report.
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Red Sea Attacks Spur Claims of Beijing’s Diversion Strategy [Sat, 20 Jan 00:40]A ship transits the Suez Canal towards the Red Sea in Ismailia, Egypt on Jan.10, 2024. In the wake of Israel's war on Gaza after the Oct. 7 Hamas terror attack on Israel, Houthi rebels in Yemen pledged disruption on all ships destined for Israel through the Red Sea's Suez Canal. (Sayed Hassan/Getty Images)
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Hong Kong Sets Record Teacher Turnover Rate [Fri, 19 Jan 09:19]Hong Kong has seen a record high teacher turnover rate in recent years. (Sung Pi-Lung/The Epoch Times)



	
The Diminishing Wealth of China’s Middle Class: Insights from Real Estate and Consumer Goods [Fri, 19 Jan 09:11]An Apple Store employee prepares for the opening of business in Beijing, on Dec. 6, 2023. (Wang Zhao / AFP via Getty Images)



	
Hong Kong Consumer Council Evaluated 30 Lipstick Brands, More Than Half Contain Allergens [Fri, 19 Jan 08:58]The Consumer Council evaluated 30 lipstick models, lip tints or liquid lipsticks and found that more than half of the samples contained heavy metals with potential allergenic risks, and seven  models were found to contain fragrance allergens. (Bill Cox/The Epoch Times)



	
Chinese Regime Sending Mixed Signals Over Houthi Attacks on Civilian Ships [Fri, 19 Jan 05:22]Photo released by the Houthi Media Center shows Houthi forces boarding the cargo ship Galaxy Leader, on Nov. 19, 2023. (The Canadian Press/AP-HO, Houthi Media Center AP Third Party)
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Red Sea Attacks Spur Claims of Beijing’s Diversion Strategy
[image: Red Sea Attacks Spur Claims of Beijing’s Diversion Strategy]A ship transits the Suez Canal towards the Red Sea in Ismailia, Egypt on Jan.10, 2024. In the wake of Israel's war on Gaza after the Oct. 7 Hamas terror attack on Israel, Houthi rebels in Yemen pledged disruption on all ships destined for Israel through the Red Sea's Suez Canal. (Sayed Hassan/Getty Images)
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News Analysis
In a recent uptick in global tensions, Houthi armed forces have launched attacks on passing ships in the Red Sea, causing disruptions to global supply chains. Experts suggest that this may be another strategic move by Iran, following their alleged instigation of the Hamas attacks on Israel. Simultaneously, there are claims that China seeks to divert U.S. attention from the Pacific by backing conflict in the Middle East, with evidence suggesting that the origin of the missiles used in the Red Sea attacks points to China.
A fifth round of U.S. strikes targetting Iran-backed Houthi armed forces in Yemen occurred earlier on Thursday, reported the BBC.
This marked the latest action against the Iran-backed Houthi armed forces, who are also fighting Yemen’s internationally-backed government for local control.
On Jan. 12, the United States and its allies launched a significant operation involving over 100 precision-guided missiles, hitting more than 60 targets across 28 Houthi-controlled locations.
Targets included the Houthi armed forces’ assets, such as command and control nodes, ammunition depots, warehouses, launch systems, production facilities, and anti-aircraft radar systems.
The operation was in response to the Houthis’ repeated attacks on ships in the Red Sea since November, posing threats to key trade and energy transport routes globally.
President Joe Biden emphasized that the strikes, supported by U.S. allies, aim to address the “outrageous behavior” of the Houthis.
Carl Schuster, former director of operations at the Hawaii Joint Intelligence Center, believes the operation was significant and aims to diminish the Houthis’ ability to launch further strikes. However, he acknowledged that it may not prevent future attacks entirely.
Mr. Schuster stated that the U.S. attacks inflicted significant losses on the Houthi armed forces, potentially damaging their ability to control territory in the Yemeni civil war.
As a result, the Houthi forces may consider ceasing their disturbances in the Red Sea.
However, Mr. Schuster is concerned that Iran might instigate the Houthi forces to continue harassing international ships transiting past Yemen.
Mr. Schuster notes that Iran’s motivation could be to exert pressure on Europe and the United States to influence Israel into ceasing its attacks on Hamas in Gaza.
The disturbance in the Red Sea poses a threat to major commercial shipping routes, impacting the flow of supplies and cargo between Asia and Europe, as well as U.S. ports. Mr. Schuster views this as Iran leveraging an “economic lever” against Europe and the United States.
Additionally, Mr. Schuster speculates that Iran plans various activities in the Red Sea to showcase its strength and power while signaling its interests.
On Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas launched its sudden attack on Israel, involving over 3,000 rockets in the first four hours and 2,500 armed terrorists breaching Israel’s defenses. The attack resulted in the tragic loss of 1,200 civilian lives and marked the most severe violation of Israel’s borders since the Yom Kippur War in 1973.
[image: Hamas terrorists move toward the border fence with Israel from Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip on Oct. 7, 2023. (Said Khatib/AFP via Getty Images)]Hamas terrorists move toward the border fence with Israel from Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip on Oct. 7, 2023. (Said Khatib/AFP via Getty Images)


Insider claims published in the Wall Street Journal described collaboration between Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps officers and Hamas in planning the invasion, with meetings held in Beirut involving representatives of four Iranian-supported radical organizations. These organizations include Hamas in Gaza and Shiite radical groups and political factions in Lebanon, such as Hezbollah.Beijing’s  Role in Red Sea Turmoil
Fabian Hinz, a researcher at the London-based International Institute for Strategic Studies, said in an X post late last month that the Houthi armed forces possess two formidable anti-ship ballistic missiles, namely “Asef” and “Tankil,” with potential modifications based on existing Iranian designs.
Shedding light on the origins of these missiles, internet user Newsweek reported that Chinese military blogger “Krolliov” traced them back to China’s Red Flag 2A surface-to-air missiles, exported to Iran during the 1980s Iran-Iraq War, and the B610 and B611 missiles developed by China Aerospace Science and Industry Corporation (CASIC).
Chinese military blogger Zhang Bin claimed on TikTok that the Houthi armed forces have become the “first organization to use Chinese missile technology to attack ships.”
As early as 2013, the U.S. Navy destroyer USS Farragut and the Yemeni Coast Guard discovered Chinese weapons on rebel ships in Yemen. The arsenal included C-4 explosives, electronic circuits, small-caliber ammunition, laser rangefinders, artillery, and shells convertible into roadside bombs, reported the Popular Mechanics website.
U.S. and Yemeni officials also discovered 10 crates containing shoulder-fired anti-aircraft missiles, the website reported. These boxes had Chinese templates, indicating that the missiles came from the state-owned China Precision Machinery Import-Export Corporation (CPMIEC).  The images of these missiles show that they are “Vanguard 1-M” surface-to-air missiles aligned with the types used by the Chinese military.
Such alleged arms support from China extends beyond Yemen, with indications that its support extends to rebel forces in Syria. Photos released by a Syrian rebel group showcase members carrying Chinese FN-6 missiles, another variant of shoulder-fired anti-aircraft missiles.Strategy to Divert US Attention
Mr. Schuster suggested that the CCP is strategically exploiting “opportunities that have arisen” to weaken the United States by supporting violent extremist groups like Hamas in the Middle East.
Mr. Schuster claims that Beijing supports Hamas with funds, weapons, and ammunition, potentially expecting actions favorable to its interests.
Notably, after Hamas launched its deadly attack on Israel, the CCP refrained from condemning the terrorist acts. Instead, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi criticized Israel’s retaliatory actions, alleging they exceeded the scope of self-defense.
Amid the turmoil in the Red Sea, the CCP is taking the same stance.
[image: Yemen's Houthi fighters' takeover of the Galaxy Leader Cargo in the Red Sea coast off Hudaydah in the Red Sea, Yemen, on Nov. 20, 2023. (Houthi Movement via Getty Images)]Yemen's Houthi fighters' takeover of the Galaxy Leader Cargo in the Red Sea coast off Hudaydah in the Red Sea, Yemen, on Nov. 20, 2023. (Houthi Movement via Getty Images)


Mr. Schuster points out that the technology used by Iran, Hezbollah, Hamas, and rebel forces in Yemen, including drones and anti-ship ballistic missiles, have their roots in Chinese designs.
“China sold drone designs to Iran many years ago and assisted them in developing their Iranian version,“ he said. ”In addition, the Houthi armed forces are using anti-ship ballistic missiles developed by Iran. They are using technology from China.”
He suggests that the CCP’s indirect support to those attacking U.S. interests in the Middle East diverts attention and resources away from Asia.
The fact that many ships crossing the Red Sea display the flag of the People’s Republic of China to avoid attacks from the Houthis points to covert ties between the two.
Recent signals from five ships, which declared, “Everyone onboard is Chinese,” as they crossed the Red Sea further fueled suspicions. All five ships were safe from attack, with two having crossed into Asia, two still in the Red Sea, and one heading to the Gulf of Aden.
On Jan. 10, the United Nations Security Council passed a resolution “strongly condemning” multiple attacks by the Houthi armed forces along the coast of Yemen, disrupting global trade. However, the CCP, along with Russia, Algeria, and Mozambique, abstained from voting.
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Federal Agencies in the Dark About China’s US Farmland Purchase, New Report Reveals
‘Growing foreign ownership of U.S. farmland, particularly by China, poses a direct threat to our food security and national security.’
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Federal agencies don’t have reliable information on China buying U.S. farmland due to “flawed” data collection and reporting processes, a new government report finds.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) needs to move away from its manual, paper-form-based foreign farmland purchase data collection process and share the information with other agencies more timely than once a year, the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) said in a report released on Jan. 18.
In addition, the USDA is required by law to create an online filing process and database of foreign agricultural land ownership by the end of 2025. However, according to the GAO findings, it has no plans and timelines to do so.
The new report summarizes a 16-month review the GAO conducted in response to requests from 130 Republican lawmakers, including leaders from committees of jurisdiction, according to Kimberly Gianopoulos, GAO’s director of international affairs and trade.
Instead of holding the report for 30 days, the congressional requesters, organized by the House Committee on Agriculture, chose to release the findings to the public and members of Congress on the same day, Ms. Gianopoulos told The Epoch Times.
She said the requesters were interested in how “reliable, useful, and timely” USDA’s foreign farmland ownership data was and the extent to which the information was available to the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), an interagency panel that coordinates national security reviews of foreign investments.Lawmakers React
“Growing foreign ownership of U.S. farmland, particularly by China, poses a direct threat to our food security and national security,” House Committee on Agriculture Chairman Glenn “GT” Thompson (R-Pa.) and House Committee on Oversight and Accountability Chairman James Comer (R-Ky.), two of the leaders who requested the GAO review, said in their joint statement.
“Safeguarding our farmland and food supply requires a whole of government approach and we will continue to work with the impacted agencies, related committees, and leadership to continue our robust oversight and to identify legislative vehicles to address the findings of the GAO report,” they added.
Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.), another requester of the report, stated: “This report confirms one of our worst fears: that not only is the USDA unable to answer the question of who owns what land and where, but that there is no plan by the department to internally reverse this dangerous flaw that affects our supply chain and economy.”
Mr. Newhouse also offered to help as a member of the House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the House Appropriations Committee.Reduced Penalty
China held 346,915 acres of U.S. agricultural land as of the end of 2022, according to USDA data. Hong Kong is reported separately, with which the total would increase to about 500,000 acres. The USDA report emphasized that any numbers “should be interpreted as a minimum” due to data collection limitations.
The USDA relies on foreign investors to self-report their farmland purchases, and when they don’t comply, they don’t face strict reinforcements.
For example, the authors of the GAO report noted eight penalty assessments for non-compliance between 2012 and 2021. Their interviews with USDA officials indicated that “most penalties equal less than one percent of the value of the land because the main goals of its AFIDA efforts are to maximize compliance and not to discourage potential filers from filing due to fears of large penalties.”
AFIDA refers to the Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 1978, which requires a foreign person to disclose any acquisition or disposal of an interest in U.S. agricultural land. The Epoch Times previously reported an example of a Chinese entity’s late filing fine lowered from $21 million, based on AFIDA calculations, to a final payment of $120,000.
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Interagency Collaboration
“It was very interesting to me how the AFIDA process was taking place within USDA, and how it was still, to some degree, a manual process at the county and the local levels, and how the information was not proactively being shared with CFIUS and with relevant agencies on a timely basis, given the amount of focus these days on China and the economic competition we have with China,” Ms. Gianopoulos said.
The USDA is not a regular member of the CFIUS, chaired by the Department of the Treasury, and the CFIUS considers farmland purchase as a real estate transaction over which it has limited jurisdiction. Last May, the Treasury added eight military bases to CFIUS’s list to expand its location coverage of real estate transactions.
The GAO report finds that USDA’s foreign farmland purchase data is not regularly shared with the CFIUS or regularly included in CFIUS reviews.
However, the USDA responds timely to requests, according to the report. For example, in March 2023, the USDA presented AFIDA-related information to Department of Defense (DOD) officials interested in Chinese farmland ownership in the United States and holdings at a specific location.
In the case of any agricultural land purchased by persons from China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea, the USDA shares complete filings of these transactions with the DOD and the FBI. However, the process would require scanning and emailing AFIDA forms, causing a delay in information sharing. These paper forms are collected via the USDA’s 3,000 Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices and self-reported by foreign investors.Recommendations
The GAO made six recommendations, including detailed and timely sharing of foreign farmland transactions between the USDA and the CFIUS, creating an online database, and recording more tiers of investors beyond the primary. According to the report, the USDA requested $10 million over five years to create the database and has $1 million for the purpose in the budget this fiscal year, which starts on Oct. 1, 2023.
“It was nice to be able to make recommendations to basically connect the dots and connect the two agencies together and make recommendations where we could help bolster a rigorous process that was already in place with information that would be clearly relevant to that process,” Ms. Gianopoulos said, referring to the USDA and the CFIUS.
She added that she would welcome a hearing on the report or other steps toward implementing some of GAO’s recommendations.
The agriculture committee’s letter in October 2022 drove the review. A committee aide told The Epoch Times, “The Committee will evaluate potential legislative vehicles, including the Farm Bill, to address the dangers of rising foreign ownership of American farmland.”
The Epoch Times has contacted the Farm Production and Conservation Business Center (FPAC-BC) for comment. The FPAC-BC is the USDA’s branch responsible for managing agricultural foreign investment disclosure.
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Premium Reports
The House Panel Giving Washington a Reality Check on China
‘We made a bet on the Chinese Communist Party and we got it wrong,’ says Rep. Mike Gallagher regarding America’s approach to China for many decades.
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Through the back door of a New York City building, some of the most potent American business leaders were smuggled in for a tabletop exercise simulating a Chinese invasion of Taiwan.
The secrecy made it look like they were “in a witness protection program because they were so concerned about retaliation from the CCP [Chinese Communist Party],” said Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.), who hosted the exercise in September 2023.
“If this retaliation is how the CCP will treat business partners in peacetime, think about how it would act in war—and the ramifications to our economy, especially our critical supply chains, including pharmaceuticals and semiconductors, in a Taiwan invasion scenario,” Mr. Gallagher told The Epoch Times.
The idea of the tabletop simulation stemmed from his exchanges with financial executives.
One told him there is “zero” chance that the CCP will invade Taiwan. Another said the United States will never sanction China, even if it invaded the self-governed island.
“It’s clear that, in many cases, Washington and Wall Street are living in two different worlds. One is the real world, the other a fantasy land,” said Mr. Gallagher.
The New York City simulation didn’t focus on military conflicts but on areas of economic warfare such as shipping routes, supply chains, and money transfers.
“We saw that if China were to invade Taiwan, the losses across our financial system would dwarf the write-downs taken at the outset of the Russia–Ukraine war. The entire U.S. economy and banking system would be imperiled,” Mr. Gallagher said.
“Equity markets would drop precipitously as global shipping lanes closed, shipping insurance premiums skyrocketed, supply chains broke down, and the specter of global conflict grew. Americans would see their pensions shrink and their bank accounts hemorrhage cash.”
The wargame participants—financial, pharmaceutical, and mining executives—walked away from the simulation with a different understanding: The United States must immediately prepare an economic contingency plan to reduce critical supply chain dependence on China and curb Beijing’s access to U.S. funds to support its aggressions.
In addition, the United States can’t afford to rely on economic means alone to deter China from taking Taiwan by force; credible military deterrence is a must-have.
“I think the executives who took part left aware of the danger, but many remain afraid to speak out,” Mr. Gallagher said.
Restricting U.S. outbound investment to China is a top priority of the House Select Committee on Strategic Competition between the United States and the Chinese Communist Party, also known as the Select Committee on the CCP.
When such investments help Chinese companies develop technology that the regime then uses to advance its military capabilities, the panel views it as the United States funding its own destruction.
With bipartisan support, the Senate has passed language addressing this issue, initially as an amendment to the 2024 annual defense act. A similar bill passed the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) left the language out of the yearly defense act that was passed in December 2023; an updated version for a House floor vote is expected this year.
In addition to addressing China-related economic security issues, several of the select committee’s Taiwan policy recommendations were included in the 2024 annual defense act, including a new program of military cybersecurity cooperation with Taiwan and increased congressional oversight of weapons sales to the island to reduce backlog.
Bipartisan Product
Since its launch last January, the Select Committee on the CCP has demonstrated a rare bipartisan culture on the Hill.
Chairman Gallagher and the committee’s ranking member, Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), have spoken in lockstep during hearings and often held press conferences together.
Rep. Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.), a committee member, said the two leaders have been accommodating to different views.
The group’s economic policy recommendations released in December had the endorsement of all but one member.

“Our product is a consensus work product,” Mr. Johnson told The Epoch Times.
Rep. Ashley Hinson (R-Iowa), another select committee member, also credits Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Krishnamoorthi for leading “the most substantive, bipartisan work in Congress.”
In an email to The Epoch Times, she highlighted a roundtable event the panel held in her home state of Iowa regarding the CCP’s agricultural theft as an example of how the panel used “firsthand knowledge” and “real experiences” to “craft the policy blueprint to ensure the U.S. is competing with China rather than enabling their malign and destructive behavior.”
The committee’s work hasn’t gone unnoticed by its subject of focus: the CCP.
Chinese propaganda articles label the committee an “anti-China pioneer” and often report its action as another “restless move.”
A September 2023 paper published by China’s Tsinghua University’s Center for International Security and Strategy warned that the committee might transform into a “center coordinating China policies for all parts of the U.S. Congress.”
The article warned that the panel could raise the American public’s awareness of the China threat, which it labeled “misinformation.”
To some committee staff members, criticism from the CCP is an endorsement of their work. A sign in their office says: “Have we worked harder than our CCP counterparts today?”A Deal Contingent on Taiwan
Since the inception of the Select Committee on the CCP, Mr. Gallagher has repeatedly warned that the current timeframe is the “window of maximum danger” related to Taiwan.
However, some analysts don’t view military conflict over Taiwan as inevitable.
If regime leader Xi Jinping sees hope in a “peaceful unification” of Taiwan, he may be incentivized to hold off an invasion, said Bonnie Glaser, a managing director for the German Marshall Fund think tank.
Shi Shan, a China expert with decades of journalist experience both in the mainland and in Hong Kong, said that view was “correct in theory.” He uses an alias to avoid reprisals from the CCP.
Mr. Shi has learned from CCP insiders that Xi has to deliver Taiwan to his Party within a certain timeframe in exchange for his lifetime CCP leadership—a prize, that if achieved, would elevate him to the level of Mao Zedong, who established communist China in 1949 and drove his political enemies to Taiwan.
Xi began his third term last year after removing the two-term or 10-year limit in China’s Constitution. The constitutional amendment was passed in March 2018. At the 19th Party Congress a year ago, Xi persuaded CCP senior leaders to extend his reign by promising them Taiwan, Mr. Shi said.
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In his 2024 New Year address, the 70-year-old communist leader reiterated that the unification of China is a “historical inevitability.”
Mr. Gallagher and Rep. Michael McCaul (R-Texas), the House Foreign Affairs Committee chairman, said that when authoritarian dictators warn the world about their plans, we should heed them.
Mr. Shi told The Epoch Times more about Xi’s inflexible internal situation.
“Xi is preparing China for a war with Taiwan. Because of that, the Party needed a leader beyond the previous term limit. If he gives up on the goal, the disagreeing forces within the Party will hold him accountable because he has made himself an exception and made the economy suffer. He has so much on the line that he cannot change his course.”
Xi has been working toward the goal for a while.

When he took over the CCP in 2013, Xi started planning the largest-ever military reform, which was formally kicked off a year later. The changes included shifting resources away from the army to the navy, air force, and rocket force. The rocket force took its current name in 2016 and was transformed from a land-based missile force to one with long-range missile launch capability from air, land, and sea.
As a result of its aggressive military buildup, the CCP’s navy fleet size surpassed America’s in 2015.
According to the latest U.S. Defense assessment, Beijing has the largest navy fleet in the world and the largest aviation force in the Indo-Pacific region.
The report estimates China had “more than 500 operational nuclear warheads as of May 2023—on track to exceed previous projections.”
Mr. Shi said the realistic danger of a Taiwan conflict has driven a fundamental change in U.S.–China relations.
“The tension will keep escalating unless Xi Jinping abandons his goal for Taiwan,” he said.
He thinks that if the United States doesn’t support Taiwan all the way, it could lead to the fall of the U.S.-led global security apparatus, which could trigger the fall of the dollar-based financial system and, eventually, the end of the U.S. era.
Lonnie Henley, a senior fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute, expressed a similar sentiment at an October 2023 event.
“If we are willing to get into that war in the first place, we must win it or else we have destroyed our own place in the world,” he said.
Phil Saunders said the “potential gains are very high” for the CCP if they could pull off a win over a U.S.-backed Taiwan. Mr. Saunders is the director for the Center for the Chinese Military Affairs at the Washington-based National Defense University.
“That'll really change the balance of power in the Indo-Pacific and the shape of regional security,” he said.Foreign Capital and National Security
If a China–Taiwan war breaks out, it could be a repeat of what happened to U.S. assets and investments in Russia after the Ukraine invasion, said David Asher, a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute.
According to data from Yale School of Management, more than 1,000 global companies had exited the Russian market as of July 2023. The Wall Street Journal estimated from public statements and filings a $59 billion loss by June 2022 and listed a few businesses with over $1 billion write-offs, such as McDonald’s and ExxonMobil.
Mr. Shi acknowledged the same risk and added that China’s security environment had entered a phase of “complete hostility toward and control of foreign capital,” partly due to gearing up to take Taiwan by force and partly due to rising nationalism.
He gave an example of Tesla. The CCP has prohibited government agencies from using Tesla vehicles, citing potential data security risks, though the company has been one of its foreign investor champions, including an estimated $5 billion investment into its Shanghai factory. Chinese propaganda has hailed Tesla’s facilities as “projecting the power of ’made in China.'” In addition, Tesla’s use of Chinese electric vehicle batteries has boosted China’s technical leadership in the industry.
Mr. Shi said that the trend he’s observing is not merely the U.S. government regulating and limiting the flow of capital to China; the escalating security environment for both countries will lead to more tension, and the nature of investment risks will shift, curbing or stopping U.S. capital flow to China.
He believes that Congress is riding on the trend, rather than driving it.
More than $100 billion in long-term investments left China in the first nine months of 2023, according to the State Administration of Foreign Exchange. That means foreign firms are moving money out, in addition to curtailing their reinvestment in China.
A US–China Relations Reset
After a year of investigation, the Select Committee on the CCP issued a list of 150 policy recommendations “to fundamentally reset the United States’ economic and technological competition” with China. 
In regards to economic policies, the report proposes systematic approaches to tariffs, restrictions on investment in China, building American technological leadership, and enhancing partnerships with other democracies.
To Steve Yates, chair of America First Policy Institute’s China Policy Initiative, the committee’s work “stands out in recent decades” because of its bipartisan effort. It addresses the economic relationship—the “cornerstone” that justified the engagement policy with China at the end of the Cold War, he said.
He noted that many now think of the past approach as a mistake.
Mr. Gallagher is one example.
“For decades, many Americans believed that unbridled economic engagement with the Chinese Communist Party would lead to social liberalization and democracy in China,” he said.
“We made a bet on the Chinese Communist Party and we got it wrong. We had to take a chance on engagement, but that chance failed. And now the era of wishful thinking about the CCP has to be over.”
Mr. Yates said the Select Committee’s recommendations are “a crucial downpayment on resetting the terms of the U.S. economic relationship with the CCP.”
He’s confident that sound policy out of Congress has “a real likelihood of coming to fruition in the coming years because it’s bipartisan.”
Rep. Adrian Smith (R-Neb.), chair of the Trade Subcommittee on Ways and Means, conveyed that sense in an email to The Epoch Times. “The growing influence and economic aggression of the CCP needs to be taken very seriously, and I am grateful for the bipartisan work of the Select Committee,” he wrote.
“Ensuring the United States is doing everything possible to maximize American competitiveness while strengthening and modernizing our trade relationships around the world requires our cooperation on common sense policy,” he said..
Mr. McCaul is leading a bipartisan bill to restrict U.S. investments in China.
“The U.S. must stop capital investment into Chinese companies that are developing critical technologies for China’s military and strengthening their malign influence at home and abroad,” he said in a statement emailed to The Epoch Times. He also credited the select committee’s bipartisan work for complementing his committee’s legislative efforts.Human Rights Central
Human rights has been central to the committee’s comprehensive strategy on China, because how the CCP treats its own people indicates how it will treat others, according to sources close to the Select Committee on the CCP.

The human rights community—of which members have been targets of the CCP’s persecution for years and have been sidelined in bilateral talks—is so far happy with the committee’s support of people repressed by the communist regime.
“I was quite impressed that from the get-go, they’ve really put human rights at the center of things and done quite an impressive job of connecting the dots between threats to the United States and how human rights ties in with all of that,” Julie Millsap, government relations manager at the Uyghur Human Rights Project, told The Epoch Times.
Ms. Millsap said that although “the blinders have fallen off” and both political parties have realized that economic development won’t bring about human rights improvements in China, activists still feel unsafe, even in the United States.
“Every single person that I know that works in the human rights space deals with this on a daily basis; we don’t feel physically safe in the United States,” Ms. Millsap said.
“We have family members threatened or ourselves threatened, we have constant attempts to hijack identities, and many people received death threats,” she said.
The FBI calls it “transnational repression.”
“The CCP actually seeks to surveil, influence, punish, and coerce people all over the world. They want to silence their critics, control politics, and police thought far beyond China’s borders,” Mr. Gallagher said at a hearing last month.
Jinrui Zhang, a law school student at Georgetown University, testified at the December committee hearing that he was harassed on campus by another Chinese student in 2022 when passing out flyers against China’s zero-COVID policy. His family in China was subsequently harassed by authorities four times between June and December last year because of his online posts against the CCP.
After the hearing, a select committee staff member visited the dean of Georgetown Law School to discuss the matter.
“They took action; that’s very kind of them,” Mr. Zhang told The Epoch Times. “I really appreciate it.”
Georgetown’s Dean, William Treanor, didn’t respond to an inquiry by The Epoch Times by press time.
Zhou Fengsuo, executive director of Human Rights in China, said he began working with the committee at a rally outside a secret CCP police station in Manhattan Chinatown that was shut down after an FBI raid. He said he has observed a heightened sense of urgency on China issues from both political parties.

Mr. Zhou said he was impressed by Mr. Gallagher’s comprehensive understanding of the CCP’s influence operations, including the different types of United Front organizations, Chinese student organizations, and the Party’s hidden influences in Hollywood, Silicon Valley, and other parts of U.S. society.
“The China committee is absolutely a new energy with great execution power,” Mr. Zhou told The Epoch Times.
Rep. Michelle Steel (R-Calif.) said she was proud of the committee “giving a global platform to those who are being marginalized by the CCP.”
“We are seeing an uptick in transnational repression in recent years and this was front and center in San Franciso,” she told The Epoch Times. During Xi’s trip to San Francisco in November 2023, suspected CCP agents threatened and in some cases assaulted activists who protested the regime’s human rights abuses, and multiple victims were in attendance.
In the new year, Ms. Steel said she hopes to work with her colleagues to formally criminalize such actions.
“This must be a top priority of not just the Committee, but Congress. I want all those in the U.S. and the world who have been affected by communism to know that someone is in their corner,” she said.Looking Ahead
This year, Mr. Johnson doesn’t see the even slimmer Republican majority in the House impacting the committee’s work.
“Whether the Democrats or the Republicans were in charge on a given day, I don’t know that the message of the committee would change that much because everything we’ve done has been done in a bipartisan way,” he said.
Mr. Johnson views the committee’s first year as dedicated to policy development and looks to the second year as more about implementing the policy recommendations and working with committees to pass bills. He wants to first “rebalance” the U.S.–China economic relationship.
Mr. Gallagher agrees.
“Ensuring that American outbound capital does not finance PLA modernization or the human rights abuses of the Chinese Communist Party remains a leading priority for our committee, and I look forward to continuing to work with other Chairs in the coming year,” he said, referring to China’s official military, the People’s Liberation Army.
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A year ago, then-House Speaker Kevin McCarthy established the two-year committee.
As chair, Mr. Gallagher said his mandate was “not about litigating the past, but finding the right policies for the future, particularly when it comes to how we economically engage with CCP-controlled China.”
“We may call this a ‘strategic competition,’ but this is not a polite tennis match. The most fundamental human rights and freedoms are at stake.”
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DOD’s 1st National Defense Industrial Strategy Aims to Counter China: Experts
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News Analysis
The first-ever Department of Defense (DOD) National Defense Industrial Strategy is a major step toward countering China but may be lacking in plans for implementation, according to some experts.
At a time when the United States and its allies are de-risking and slowly decoupling from supply chains controlled by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), the DOD has released its first National Defense Industrial Strategy (NDIS), which recognizes China as the primary threat to the United States. However, it is unclear how the DOD will implement the plan or what actions it will take.
Recognizing that military and industrial strength must be integrated, the Defense Department stated that the NDIS aims to create “a modern, resilient defense industrial ecosystem designed to deter U.S. adversaries and meet the production demands posed by evolving threats.”
At the press conference for the official release of the strategy, held at the Pentagon on Jan. 11, Laura D. Taylor-Kale, assistant secretary of defense for industrial base policy, said that the strategy was urgently needed “to shore up the defense industrial base as U.S. adversaries build up their military power to levels not seen since World War II,” according to the press release.
She specifically cited China as an increasing threat to the international order. Ms. Taylor-Kale went on to say that the NDIS was integral for the United States to continue to support the fight against Russia in Ukraine and Hamas in Israel, as well as deter the Chinese regime from invading Taiwan and addressing the ongoing threat from North Korea. CCP Threat
While the NDIS recognizes other threats, it is largely focused on China and the Indo-Pacific, where the CCP is threatening U.S. allies and freedom of navigation, fishing rights, and resource use in some of the most crucial waterways on the planet.
Victor Cha, senior vice president for Asia and Korea Chair at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), confirmed the necessity of the NDIS to counter China, which he sees as the primary threat to the United States. The first paragraph of the NDIS states that the strategy is needed because “Increasingly coercive actions taken by the People’s Republic of China demonstrate its intent to reshape the Indo-Pacific region and broader international system to fit its authoritarian preferences, and the Russian Federation’s invasion of Ukraine underscores the acute threat it poses.”
The threat from the CCP comes in the form of not only a direct military threat but also an economic threat, a threat to democracy, and a technological threat. For this reason, the NDIS specifically mentions strengthening the defense industrial base, including logistics systems and relevant global supply chains, shielding them from subversion, including technology theft by the Chinese regime. 
Stolen technology is used to modernize the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), build weapons, and find ways of circumventing U.S. security systems. Kari A. Bingen, former deputy undersecretary of Defense for Intelligence and Security, told CSIS that China currently has at least 10 mega-weapons projects underway, each as significant as the Manhattan Project.
Aside from intellectual property theft, the Chinese regime aims to control crucial applications in the technology sector. This involves replacing Google and Microsoft with CCP-approved apps and technologies, granting Beijing the authority to dictate their usage and censor shared information. The CCP is using stolen technology as well as allocating money earned from U.S. investments and trade toward the development of artificial intelligence, space, and quantum computing technologies. 
Ms. Bingen pointed out that China is becoming a surveillance state, with the central government able to monitor and control the population to an extreme degree, and that the CCP wants to impose that same level of control beyond China’s borders.
Over the next three to five years, the goal of the NDIS is to modernize the defense industrial ecosystem by focusing on four key areas: resilient supply chains, workforce readiness, flexible acquisition, and economic deterrence.
Ms. Taylor-Kale said that NDIS is “part of the effort to reenergize U.S. manufacturing and build the kind of modernized defense industrial ecosystem we need to enable our national defense strategy.” In concrete terms, the NDIS will strengthen economic security by diversifying and expanding the defense industrial and supplier bases. This means increasing production methods while guarding against cyber threats to the supply chain. There will be more investment in skill development programs and the development of an advanced manufacturing workforce pipeline. Flexible acquisition strategies will be implemented, prioritizing off-the-shelf acquisition of commercial products and components, where possible. And there will be greater sharing of technology with allied nations.
On the one hand, the arrival of an NDIS is welcomed news, as America’s dependence on supply chains controlled by China is a major weakness in national defense. On the other hand, the American Enterprise Institute (AEI) criticized the NDIS, stating that it “Describes the problem, not the solution.”
AEI felt that the NDIS was merely repackaging old solutions and calling them new rather than making concrete corrections to previous policies, particularly in procurement, which were dampening U.S. industrial vibrancy. It made faulty assumptions about the attrition of equipment during conflict and did not outline actionable and measurable solutions that the DOD could take to remedy these problems. In AEI’s estimation, this was another example of a disconnect between DOD policy, programming, and budgeting. 
AEI recommends that “The Pentagon should update these strategies, propose budgets actually sufficient to support them, focus on its core functions, modernize its resourcing and acquisition processes, and prioritize procurement of both capability and capacity.”
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Hong Kong Sets Record Teacher Turnover Rate
“Being a teacher in Hong Kong is no longer a dignified profession,” said Yeung Wing-yu, a former manager of the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority.
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Hong Kong has seen a record-high teacher turnover rate in recent years. Experts attributed it to the frequent change of policies and the increasing pressure on teachers, while some predict that the authorities will speed up introducing mainland teachers to implement “socialist and patriotic education” in the city.
In its written reply to a question raised by a member of the Legislative Council on Jan. 10, the Education Bureau disclosed that in the last school year, there was a loss of 2,665 teachers in secondary schools, 2,036 in primary schools, and 1,810 in kindergartens, representing year-on-year increases of 24.5 percent, 18.9 percent, and 33.5 percent respectively.
This is the third consecutive year in which the teacher turnover rates increased after the Hong Kong National Security Law was implemented in June 2020. The Education Bureau attributed it to retirement, further studies, transfer to other types of schools, change of profession, and other private reasons.Increased Pressure on Teachers
Mr. Tang (a pseudonym), who used to teach Chinese Language in a secondary school and left the profession in September 2023 for personal reasons, believes that there are multiple reasons for the high turnover rate.
“Firstly, many teachers emigrated. In the past few years, dozens of teachers around me have gone to foreign countries,” he told the Chinese edition of The Epoch Times.
Secondly, the workload of teachers has increased in recent years. “There are new subjects in secondary schools and primary schools… There’s certainly more pressure in disguise.”
“The social pressure is also high, with more students committing suicide, which means that teachers have to do more work,” he continued. “As the number of students decreases, some schools, even government schools, have had to merge. Fewer substantive vacancies may also lead to a group of teachers looking for other jobs, or even switching to other professions.”Teaching Quality Affected in the Long Run
Although teachers’ salaries are not bad, with a starting salary of about $34,000 for primary and secondary school teachers, more and more teachers are leaving the profession.
Mr. Tang believes that it is related to the high pressure: “The whole environment is unhappy. Students’ emotional health is not good; teachers are busy; the Education Bureau is always changing its policies, but the number of vacancies is not increasing. The society’s expectation on teachers is high, so even though teachers’ salary is high, the pressure on them is not low.”
“Even if it’s just a change of school, it reflects that people are dissatisfied with their current positions, which will affect the quality of teaching in the long run, because schools are very much in pursuit of a stable teaching team,” he said, citing the example of a high school his friend works in, which changes teachers every year for the same subject.Teaching Follows Policy Changes, Not Needs
There are also suggestions that teachers have been at a loss as to what to do about the national security element in the syllabus.
“The problem is that many of the current education policies do not really follow the needs of students and education, but rather follow government policies,” the former teacher argued. While he could not confirm if this would lead to the resignation of teachers, he believes that “teachers who are really committed will find this practice problematic.”
“Those who are not committed won’t be able to teach well anyway, which is not a good thing for the students.”
One example is that the authorities committed to splitting the “General Studies” subject into “Science” and “Humanities” in primary schools.
General Studies, if fine-tuned, could already cover the split subjects and even the newly added elements of “patriotic education,” Mr. Tang contended. “But it insisted on changing from one subject to two subjects… Nowadays, primary school students already have many class hours. They have to attend classes all day long, and there are also extra-curricular activities, so the pressure on students to study has not been reduced.”
Under such circumstances, teachers, other than coping with teaching and extra-curricular activities, need to learn new subjects as well.
“Many of them have emigrated to the UK,” he said. “Most of them have children. Maybe they realize that it’s not a good thing for the children to study in Hong Kong in this way, right?”Teachers Have to Accept CCP ideology.
Hans Yeung Wing-yu, the former manager of the Assessment Development Division of the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA), believes that the rising teacher turnover rate in recent years is “a natural consequence of the changing political situation.”
Being a teacher in Hong Kong is “basically like being a ‘patriotic missionary,’” he told The Epoch Times.
Mr. Yeung explained that before joining the profession, one has to go to mainland China to attend a class; new recruits have to undergo training on national security, and when in service, they have to incorporate national security education into all subjects.
[image: An 18-year-old high school student who was injured in the 2019 anti-extradition movement was standing outside a university in Hong Kong on June 2, 2020. (Anthony Wallace/AFP/Getty Images)]An 18-year-old high school student who was injured in the 2019 anti-extradition movement was standing outside a university in Hong Kong on June 2, 2020. (Anthony Wallace/AFP/Getty Images)


“[They] have to keep reminding themselves that they must not say anything bad about the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) or China,” he said, adding that even STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) education are explicitly told to include “value education” about the CCP ideology.
With the abolition of the Council on Professional Conduct in Education in 2022, “Today, the Education Bureau can DQ [disqualify] teachers at any time and at will.”
“The profession goes down the drain, and their jobs hang by a thread. Being a teacher in Hong Kong is no longer a dignified profession.”More Mainland Teachers Expected
Mr. Yeung analyzed that the loss of teachers would bring more unstable factors in the short term.
There will be instability among teachers, who will think, “All my good colleagues have left. When should I resign?” In addition, with more vacancies, more teachers will be tempted to look for better jobs and jump ship when the time comes.
It is predicted that the authorities will speed up the introduction of teachers from mainland China, which would accelerate the process of Mandarin becoming the medium of instruction and the mainland teaching models entering Hong Kong.
“The socialist and patriotic education that the new teachers observe in mainland schools will be seen in Hong Kong schools in the near future,” he said.School Lost Free Space for Discussion 
Mr. Lam, a former student of a famous Hong Kong school with a history of over 100 years, has seen dozens quitting the school every year since 2020, which makes him feel pessimistic about the future.
According to Mr. Lam, during the three years he studied in the school, teachers did not dare to communicate openly with students.
“Even if there are those few teachers who want to tell the truth, they can only hint at it, or avoid the important and dwell on the trivial,” he told The Epoch Times.
In 2023, the Education Bureau required all Year 11 students to join an exchange trip to mainland China for “patriotic education.” While not wanting to leave his friends, Mr. Lam, who is now in Year 9 and seeing that it would soon be his turn, finally agreed with his parents to send him to the United States to study.
The school had quite a lot of free space before 2019, based on what Mr. Lam remembers. Every year, large banners commemorating the June 4 massacre would be put up; During the anti-extradition movement, students built human chains outside the school to express their demands; and students would usually discuss various social issues freely with their teachers.
[image: High school students attended a rally protesting the extradition bill and calling for international support in Hong Kong on Aug. 22, 2019. (Shenghua Sung/NTD News)]High school students attended a rally protesting the extradition bill and calling for international support in Hong Kong on Aug. 22, 2019. (Shenghua Sung/NTD News)


However, after the Hong Kong National Security Law was implemented in 2020, the discussions ceased, and “the democratic wall in the school became empty.”
Moreover, according to a teacher at the school, after the passage of the National Anthem Law in June 2020, a colleague of hers, worried about being reported, suddenly stood up in the staff room upon hearing the national anthem on a non-ceremony occasion, looking fearful and strange.
The incident shocked the teacher.
“Such a situation would not have happened even in mainland China,” she said.
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The Diminishing Wealth of China’s Middle Class: Insights from Real Estate and Consumer Goods
[image: The Diminishing Wealth of China’s Middle Class: Insights from Real Estate and Consumer Goods]An Apple Store employee prepares for the opening of business in Beijing, on Dec. 6, 2023. (Wang Zhao / AFP via Getty Images)
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The unfolding real estate crisis in China has led to a marked decrease in the purchasing power of its middle class. This shift is evident in the declining sales of products usually favored by this demographic, such as Apple’s latest smartphones, pianos, luxury cars, and high-end watches.
In early 2024, Apple’s smartphone sales in China saw a dramatic 30 percent drop compared to the year-ago period. Attempting to counteract this trend, Apple introduced a “Spring Festival Limited Time Offer” on Jan. 15 on its official Chinese website. This unprecedented move included discounts on a range of products, with savings of up to 500 yuan (about $70) on smartphones and up to 800 yuan (approximately $110) on the MacBook Air.
This price reduction quickly became a hot topic on Weibo, stirring widespread discussion about Apple’s rare pricing strategy.
According to a report by Jefferies Group, a U.S.-based investment bank, these discounts, including significant reductions on models like the iPhone 15 Pro and iPhone 15 Pro Max on major Chinese e-commerce platforms, were not enough, however, to halt a sharp decline in sales.
The piano industry in China is experiencing similar challenges. Mr. Fan, a veteran in the second-hand piano sales sector for over two decades, observed that more than half of the piano dealers and shops in China shut down in 2023.
The industry downturn, which began in 2019, was exacerbated by the pandemic and then sharply declined from April 2023. He noted that dealers maintaining even 30 percent of their previous sales volumes are considered successful, with the average hovering around 15 percent.
Pearl River Piano, China’s leading piano manufacturer, reported a 60.62 percent year-over-year revenue drop in the first half of the previous year. Although the company’s report didn’t specify the causes, it highlighted a sluggish musical instrument market and challenges such as increased competition and a slow economic recovery as key risks.
The impact extends to piano training institutions as well, with about 30 percent of the 650,000 music-training institutions in China closing by the end of 2022.
Similarly, the markets for luxury cars and high-end watches are facing downturns, especially in the second-hand segments. On Jan. 15, the self-media platform Explosive Angle Tracking reported that both new and used luxury cars in China are experiencing significant price cuts, yet sales volumes continue to decline.
The second-hand luxury watch market has seen even starker downturns, with transaction volumes falling drastically since May 2023, prices plummeting by year’s end, and many items selling for half their original price.
These trends across multiple sectors underscore the economic challenges facing China’s middle class and signal a broader shift in the market landscape.The Real Estate Crisis and the Burden on China’s Middle Class
The diminishing fortunes of China’s middle class are not only a consequence of the ongoing real estate crisis but also reflect broader economic strains within the country. The crisis has significantly impacted the wealth of many Chinese households, especially those with mortgaged properties, posing a dilemma: to sell at a loss for liquidity or to hold on in hopes of market stabilization.
Data from a Chinese residential real estate information service indicates a shift in the secondary high-end residential market in 2023. In the first-tier cities of Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Shenzhen, transactions for secondary homes priced above 10 million yuan (about $1.4 million) rose by 34 percent year over year. Concurrently, the listing prices of these high-end residences dropped by approximately 5 percent to 15 percent.
For many families in these cities, their primary assets are their homes, heavily reliant on robust property values. With the downturn in the real estate market, a significant number of properties are being sold at reduced prices or are struggling to find buyers, leading to financial distress for the middle class.
For example, a family that purchased a home for 10 million yuan ($1.4 million) with a 3 million yuan ($420,000) down payment and a 7 million yuan ($980,000) loan faces a precarious situation if the property value drops by 3 million yuan ($420,000). Such a scenario could erase the down payment value, leaving the family with substantial debt.
This scenario is compounded by job insecurities or pay cuts, making loan repayment more challenging and curbing spending among the middle class.
According to international economic studies, the downturn in China’s real estate sector has profound implications for its middle class. With about 70 percent of family assets in real estate, a mere 5 percent drop in property prices could wipe out approximately 19 trillion yuan (about $2.7 trillion) in housing wealth.
In addition, the middle class has also been affected by losses in the stock market. The Shanghai Composite Index experienced a significant decline, falling below key thresholds over the past year, with only a slight rebound recently.
The middle class, typically characterized by education, professional knowledge, occupational skills, consumer power, stable income, and social status, is seen as a crucial stabilizer in societal development. A robust middle class contributes to social stability, while its decline can lead to an increased wealth gap, diverging social needs, and heightened social conflicts.
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Hong Kong Consumer Council Evaluated 30 Lipstick Brands, More Than Half Contain Allergens
[image: Hong Kong Consumer Council Evaluated 30 Lipstick Brands, More Than Half Contain Allergens]The Consumer Council evaluated 30 lipstick models, lip tints or liquid lipsticks and found that more than half of the samples contained heavy metals with potential allergenic risks, and seven  models were found to contain fragrance allergens. (Bill Cox/The Epoch Times)
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The Hong Kong Consumer Council (HKCC) recently evaluated 30 lipstick brands, lip tints, or liquid lipsticks from world-renowned brands and found that more than half of them contained heavy metals with potential allergenic risks, and seven models were found to contain fragrance allergens.
Moreover, 24 samples were detected with mineral oil-saturated hydrocarbon (MOSH) mixtures and their analogous that could accumulate in the human body.
The report was published in the latest issue of its monthly magazine “Choice.”
The test covered 23 traditional lipstick brands in tubular form and seven lip tints or liquid lipsticks, ranging in price from HK$65 to HK$505 (US$9-US$65) each.
Among the 30 samples, 2 received the highest overall score of 5 points, namely “DIOR Rouge/ DIOR Couture Color Lipstick,” and “CLIO Crystal Glam Tint.”
Among the 30 samples, 24 were detected with MOSH mixtures and their analogous, with the total amount ranging from 1.14 percent to 24 percent. These substances may accumulate in the human body. Only samples of DIOR Addict, Tom Ford, Clé de Peau Beauté, NARS, Excel, and Charlotte Tilbury Cosmetics were tested free from MOSH.
The Consumer Council stated that MOSH mixtures and their analogous can be divided according to their respective chain length ranges. According to an opinion paper issued by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) in 2012, long-chain MOSH mixtures with carbon molecular weights from C16 to C35 may be present in the human body. They could accumulate in adipose tissue, lymph nodes, spleen, liver, and other tissues. Their accumulation may be related to the formation of lipogranuloma, but the long-term impact on the human body remains to be seen.
Tests by the Consumer Council found that four lipstick samples contained high levels of long-chain MOSH mixtures and their analogous, including OPERA (20.48 percent), GUCCI (18 percent), CHANEL (11.4 percent), and MAC (11.69 percent), all of which fail to meet the safety limit (10 percent ) as recommended by the European Consumer Organization. In addition, more than 70 percent of the samples (23) were detected with short-chain MOSH mixtures and their analogous, and such short-chain MOSH mixtures are more likely to accumulate in the liver.
[image: The Hong Kong Consumer Council evaluated thirty international brands of lipsticks, lip tints, or liquid lipsticks. (Courtesy of Hong Kong Consumer Council)]The Hong Kong Consumer Council evaluated thirty international brands of lipsticks, lip tints, or liquid lipsticks. (Courtesy of Hong Kong Consumer Council)


8 Found to Contain Allergenic Heavy Metals Exceeding Recommended Level
The test also found that nickel was detected in 12 samples, with the amount ranging from 0.82mg/kg to 3.3mg/kg; cobalt was detected in 18 samples, with the amount ranging from 0.11mg/kg to 1.7mg/kg. Chromium was detected in another six samples ranging from 0.89mg/kg to 2.4mg/kg. Two to three allergenic heavy metals were detected in eight samples, with the content being equal to or higher than the 1 mg/kg recommended by overseas scientific literature.
The Consumer Council pointed out that nickel and cobalt are known allergens. Repeated use of nickel-containing products may cause allergic contact cheilitis through skin contact, which may cause dryness, peeling, cracks, fissures, erythema, swelling, burning feeling, and tingling sensation. People who are allergic to nickel are likely to be allergic to cobalt too. Skin contact with chromium can cause irritation and allergic dermatitis.
In this test, only samples from four brands did not contain “lead, nickel, cobalt, and chromium.” They are DIOR, Visée, FASIO, and CANMAKE.
In addition to that, fragrance allergens were detected in seven samples, with the total amount ranging from 0.0030 percent to 0.32 percent. Among them, one had a higher total amount detected, and two had more types detected, reaching four to five types.8 Samples Did Not Show Ingredient Lists on Labels
The Consumer Council also found that all samples with labels of ingredient lists did indicate the presence of titanium dioxide. This is a substance commonly used as a white pigment in lipstick products. However, the European Union has banned its use as an additive in food since 2022. Therefore there are overseas consumer organizations who also recommend people not to pick lip cosmetics that contain it.
For the product labels, eight samples did not have product ingredient lists. The ingredient lists of some samples were difficult to read as they were blocked or sealed by the outer packaging, were reflective, or had small fonts. In addition, 12 samples did not indicate any information about production, storage, or expiry dates.Wipe Off Lipstick Before Eating
The Consumer Council reminds consumers that if they have the habit of unconsciously licking their lips, they should pay special attention to the ingredients of lipstick products and avoid products containing mineral oil or synthetic hydrocarbons as major ingredients. Before eating or drinking, they should, if possible, first wipe the lipstick away to reduce the ingestion of lipstick components through eating.
The Consumer Council also published responses from the various brands to its test reports. Most of them stated that the ingredient content complied with international safety standards.
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Chinese Regime Sending Mixed Signals Over Houthi Attacks on Civilian Ships
Houthi attacks on Red Sea vessels have ‘brought China a great deal of benefits’
[image: Chinese Regime Sending Mixed Signals Over Houthi Attacks on Civilian Ships]Photo released by the Houthi Media Center shows Houthi forces boarding the cargo ship Galaxy Leader, on Nov. 19, 2023. (The Canadian Press/AP-HO, Houthi Media Center AP Third Party)



By Shawn Lin and Michael Zhuang
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





Yemen’s Houthi terrorists have launched multiple attacks on civilian cargo ships in the Red Sea and have threatened the global trade route, leading to recent U.S.-led strikes against the group. Amid the conflict, the ambiguous stance of the Chinese regime has come into question.
At a press conference on Jan. 12, when asked whether China supported the U.S.-led strikes against the Houthis, Mao Ning, a spokesperson for the Chinese Foreign Ministry, said that China was “concerned” about the escalation of tensions in the Red Sea and called on all sides to “exercise restraint” to avoid a widening of the conflict.
On Jan. 3, more than a dozen countries, including the United States, issued a joint statement urging the Houthis to immediately stop attacks in the Red Sea, but China did not join the statement condemning the Houthis.
When questioned by a reporter the next day, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said that China has “consistently advocated” for maintaining the safety of international waterways and opposes attacks on civilian vessels. He added that all parties should play a “constructive role” in this regard.
So far, the Chinese regime has not taken any concrete action despite its statements.Targeting Civilian Vessels
The Houthis in Yemen are a Shia Islamist anti-government militia and an ally of the Palestinian terrorist group Hamas. On Jan. 17, the U.S. Department of State designated the Houthis as a terrorist organization.
Since the brutal terrorist attack on Israel by Hamas on Oct. 7 last year, the Houthis have launched a series of attacks against Israel, claiming to target all Red Sea vessels linked to Israeli interests.
Since mid-November 2023, the Houthis have attacked dozens of civilian cargo ships in the Red Sea. Many ships with no connections to Israel have also been targeted.
The Red Sea is an essential route to and from the Suez Canal. As a major shipping route between Europe and Asia, the Suez Canal carries 12 percent of the world’s trade. Around 30 percent of all container traffic passes through it, with an annual cargo value of more than $1 trillion. In terms of energy, 12 percent of oil and 8 percent of liquefied natural gas are transported through the Suez Canal. Any trade disruptions and delays could have a significant effect on the entire global economy.
In the wake of the attacks, global shipping giants have announced the suspension of Red Sea shipping, opting instead for a detour via the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa. These companies include Switzerland’s MSC, Denmark’s Maersk, France’s CMA CGM, China’s COSCO, Germany’s Hapag-Lloyd, and Taiwan’s Evergreen.
Circumnavigating the Cape of Good Hope would mean an increase of at least 3,300 nautical miles and about 10 extra days of sailing time each way. The additional costs for each ship could exceed millions of dollars. Even for ships that do not opt for a detour and continue passing through the Red Sea, their insurance premiums have surged, nearly tenfold.
These costs will inevitably be passed on to consumers. According to the British shipping consultancy Drewry on Jan. 11, the rates for a 40-foot container from Shanghai, China, to Rotterdam, in the Netherlands, have seen a substantial rise. The rate increased from $1,667 during the same period last year to $4,406, a 133 percent hike. Drewry anticipates that freight rates will continue to rise in the coming weeks.China’s Stance
The Chinese regime not only refrains from condemning the Houthi attacks but also benefits from them.
Among the dozens of Red Sea cargo ships attacked by the Houthis, it was noted that there appeared to be no Chinese ships. There were also several shipowners from other countries who hoped to avoid the attacks by showing that they had ties to China.
On Jan. 11, Bloomberg revealed that at least five ships that recently crossed the Red Sea labeled their destinations with information such as “all Chinese crew” in their public profiles. The five ships eventually made it through the Red Sea without being attacked. The report was widely republished in China.
The Houthis are backed by Iran, which is the main provider of intelligence, especially information on ships in the Red Sea, and weapons. Iran is considered an ally of the Chinese regime.
[image: Iranian-made missile components bound for Yemen's Houthis were seized from a vessel in the Arabian Sea. (U.S. Central Command via AP)]Iranian-made missile components bound for Yemen's Houthis were seized from a vessel in the Arabian Sea. (U.S. Central Command via AP)


Xiao Yunhua, a professor at China’s People’s Liberation Army National Defense University, said in a video posted on the Chinese version of TikTok in late December last year that the Houthis had “inadvertently brought China a great deal of benefits.” He explained that the blockade of the shipping lanes could boost land trade and the use of railroads, built by China, between China and Europe.
“The Houthis have indirectly contributed to the shift from maritime to land transportation, undermining the United States’ influence and control of maritime routes and therefore promoting Beijing’s global strategy,” Mr. Xiao said.
The price of containers, monopolized by the Chinese regime, is also expected to rise, a development already hinted at by Chinese state media. This anticipated rise is due to the increase in sailing time, which leads to a decrease in container turnover. As more containers are tied up at sea, fewer are available in ports.
According to the 2022 report by the U.S. Federal Maritime Commission, over 95 percent of the world’s sea containers are produced by Chinese manufacturers. Therefore, a shortage of containers would lead not only to a price increase but also to a situation where any party seeking assistance from China would find themselves constrained by the Chinese regime.
[image: An aircraft takes off to join the U.S.-led coalition to conduct air strikes against military targets in Yemen, in this screengrab from a handout video released on Jan. 12, 2024. (U.S. Central Command via X/Handout via Reuters)]An aircraft takes off to join the U.S.-led coalition to conduct air strikes against military targets in Yemen, in this screengrab from a handout video released on Jan. 12, 2024. (U.S. Central Command via X/Handout via Reuters)


China also appears to be implicated in supplying weapons used by the Houthis. On Dec. 23, 2023, they launched two anti-ship ballistic missiles (ASBMs), targeting international shipping lanes in the southern Red Sea. The attack raised many questions about the origins of the weapons. The National Interest, a U.S.-based journal specializing in international relations, said that the ASBMs are “a genre of weaponry ostensibly possessed only by China’s People’s Liberation Army Rocket Force.”
Meanwhile, a Chinese military blogger, who has over 6 million followers, also posted on Weibo suggesting that the ASBMs used by the Houthis could be derived from technology previously sent by China to Iran.
Since Jan. 11, the United States and the UK have launched large-scale attacks against the Houthis, targeting radar systems, airports, drones, and missile storage sites. The objective of the United States and its Western allies is not to eliminate the Houthis at this point, but rather to achieve a goal of deterrence.
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Gang Member Faces Life Sentence Over Feud Murder Triggered by YouTube Video [Sat, 20 Jan 05:51]An undated image of Craig Small, who was shot dead in Wembley, north-west London on July 5, 2019. (Metropolitan Police)



	
Sask. Nurses College Clears Nurse of Spreading COVID Misinformation [Sat, 20 Jan 00:11]A nurse prepares a COVID-19 vaccine in Toronto on March 23, 2021. (Cole Burston/Getty Images)



	
Djokovic Finds Melbourne Park Mojo in Milestone Match [Fri, 19 Jan 23:00]Novak Djokovic of Serbia celebrates his 3rd round win over  Tomas Martin Etcheverry of Argentina on Day 6 of the 2024 Australian Open at Melbourne Park in Melbourne, Jan. 19, 2024. (AAP Image/James Ross)



	
Wong Returns to Australia After Middle East Trip [Fri, 19 Jan 22:00]A supplied image shows Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs Penny Wong in a meeting with Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs Israel Katz at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel in in Givat Ram, Jerusalem, Israel, Jan. 17, 2024. As the number of Palestinians being killed in the Gaza war continues to climb since the October 7 Hamas attack, Penny Wong has urged for genuine steps towards peace and security. (AAP Image/Supplied by Daniel Walding, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade)



	
Loblaw Reverses Course on Ending 50 Percent Discount on Nearly Expired Foods [Fri, 19 Jan 21:43]People shop at a Loblaws store in Toronto on May 3, 2018. (The Canadian Press/Nathan Denette)



	
Federal Heat Pump Grant Program Costs Could Quadruple to $2.7 Billion [Fri, 19 Jan 21:36]Heating oil, more widely used in Atlantic Canada for home heating than other parts of the country, is delivered to a home in this file photo. (John Rucosky/AP Photo via Tribune-Democrat)



	
Aussie Back to School Sales to Book up Billions of Dollars [Fri, 19 Jan 21:00]School students are seen in Brisbane, Australia, on May 2, 2018. (AAP Image/Dan Peled)



	
Victoria Urged to Follow UN Safeguards in Youth Prisons [Fri, 19 Jan 20:00]A photograph taken on August 21, 2019 shows the Hopkins Correctional Centre, a prison located on the outskirts of the small regional Victoria town of Ararat, some 200 kilometres west of Melbourne. (William WEST/ Getty Image)



	
ME Bank Fined $820,000 for Misleading Home Loan Customers [Fri, 19 Jan 19:00]The outside of the Supreme Court of New South Wales building is seen in Sydney, Australia, on Oct. 9, 2013. (William West/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Alberta Physicians College Drops Charges Against Doctor Who Gave COVID Vaccine Exemptions [Fri, 19 Jan 18:54]A syringe is filled with the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine in British Columbia on April 10, 2021. (Jonathan Hayward/The Canadian Press via AP, File)



	
Head of GC Strategies Invited Federal Officials to Whisky-Tasting Event to Celebrate ArriveCAN Anniversary: Records [Fri, 19 Jan 18:36]A smartphone set to the opening screen of the ArriveCan app is seen in a file photo. (The Canadian Press/Giordano Ciampini)



	
Crown Won’t Appeal Quebec Woman’s Acquittal After Third Trial in Daughters’ Deaths [Fri, 19 Jan 18:19]The Quebec Superior Court is seen in Montreal, on March 27, 2019. (The Canadian Press/Ryan Remiorz)



	
Economy Strong but Slowdown on Horizon, IMF Warns [Fri, 19 Jan 18:00]Shoppers walk through the Royal Arcade in central Melbourne, Australia, on Oct. 27, 2023. (Susan Mortimer/The Epoch Times)



	
Green Gables Heritage Site to Include ‘New Narratives’ From Other Cultures [Fri, 19 Jan 17:39]A young girl enters Green Gables House in Cavendish, Prince Edward Island, on July 3, 2011. (The Canadian Press/Andrew Vaughan)



	
Poilievre Calls for Terrorist Designation for Houthis as Group Attacks Vessels in Red Sea [Fri, 19 Jan 17:31]Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre speaks to reporters in the foyer of the House of Commons on Parliament Hill in Ottawa on Sept. 19, 2023. (The Canadian Press/Sean Kilpatrick)



	
Montreal Doctor Suspended for 3 Months After Argument Over Patient’s Pronouns [Fri, 19 Jan 17:23]A photo illustration shows a stethoscope and blood-pressure machine of a French general practitioner displayed in a doctor's office in Bordeaux Jan. 7, 2015. (Reuters/Regis Duvignau)



	
Japan Announces Successful Moon Landing [Fri, 19 Jan 17:02]HII-A rocket carrying the national space agency's moon lander is launched at Tanegashima Space Center on the southwestern island of Tanegashima, Japan, in on Sept. 7, 2023. (Kyodo/via Reuters)



	
‘There Was a Plan’: Psychologist Says Saskatchewan Killer Had Psychopathic Traits [Fri, 19 Jan 16:54](L-R) Earl Burns’ daughters Deborah Burns and Vanessa Burns, and his wife Joyce Burns, hold a photograph of Mr. Burns during a Saskatchewan RCMP media event in Melfort, Sask., on April 27, 2023. (The Canadian Press/Liam Richards)



	
Liberals, NDP Vote Down Motion to Make Public Copies of Medicago COVID Vaccine Contracts [Fri, 19 Jan 16:51]A vial of a plant-derived COVID-19 vaccine candidate, developed by Medicago, is shown in Quebec City on July 13, 2020 as part of the company’s Phase 1 clinical trials, in this handout photo. (The Canadian Press/HO, Medicago)
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Gang Member Faces Life Sentence Over Feud Murder Triggered by YouTube Video
A man—who shot a gang rival dead during a feud which was exacerbated by YouTube videos—has been convicted of murder after a retrial. 
[image: Gang Member Faces Life Sentence Over Feud Murder Triggered by YouTube Video]An undated image of Craig Small, who was shot dead in Wembley, north-west London on July 5, 2019. (Metropolitan Police)
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A man has been convicted of a gang murder in north-west London but the case has once again highlighted the prevalence of videos on YouTube which play a part in stoking tensions between rival groups.
On Friday, Courtney Ellis was found guilty after a retrial at the Old Bailey of the murder of Craig Small, who was shot dead outside a chicken shop not far from London’s Wembley Stadium on July 5, 2019.
A second man, Aaron Youngsam, was acquitted of murder at the first trial in 2022.
Ellis and Christopher Kyei, a rapper known as Skrapz, were both convicted of perverting the course of justice.
Judge Philip Katz KC adjourned sentencing but Ellis faces a mandatory life sentence.
In the summer of 2019, the tensions between two gangs in north-west London were heating up, fuelled by claims and counter-claims spread on YouTube.
The Church Road Soldiers, who hail from the Church End estate in Willesden, have been at war with a gang from Wembley’s Stonebridge estate, sometimes known as The Usual Suspects, for more than a decade.
The Old Bailey trial was told a key figure in the Church Road Soldiers was a rapper and grime artist called Nines, who performed live at Wembley before the then world heavyweight boxing champion Anthony Joshua’s title fight with Alexander Povetkin in 2018.
Nines’ real name is Courtney Freckleton and in 2009 his brother Wayne Freckleton was shot dead in a barber’s shop, apparently in revenge for a double murder.Rival Rappers Exchanged Insults
In the spring and summer of 2019, Nines and his arch-rival K-Koke—real name Kevin Georgiou— exchanged insults in videos on YouTube.
K-Koke had just signed a deal with American record producer Jay-Z and produced a song along with pop star Rita Ora, ironically called Lay Down Your Weapon.
Nines hit back with a track where he rapped: “If I had a record deal I still ain’t laying down my weapon.”
K-Koke, who was acquitted of attempted murder in 2011, then called Nines a “little snake” and asked why he had not retaliated when Stonebridge gang members stole his gold chain and showed it off in a video that has had more than eight million views.
On June 1, 2019, Nines was chased in his Porsche by members of the Stonebridge gang. He crashed the car and was stabbed, but survived.
A video of the incident was uploaded onto YouTube, where it remains.
A month later Stonebridge gang member Mr. Small was shot dead as he waited for his food outside a fried chicken takeaway.‘He Didn’t Stand a Chance’
Prosecutor Anthony Orchard QC told an Old Bailey jury: “The killer walked right up to him and pulled the trigger. The bullet struck Craig Small on the right cheek, passing through his brain. He didn’t stand a chance.”
Later that night the gunman attempted to kill Stonebridge gang member Steven Mukendi, known as Big French, but his gun jammed.
Two days later the Stonebridge gang shot dead 26-year-old Kwasi Mensah-Ababio, an innocent man who was gunned down simply because he bore a resemblance to Darren Buchanan, a member of a gang from the St Raphael’s estate, who was at the time suspected of having killed Mr. Small.
In October 2021 Nines was jailed for 28 months for smuggling 28 kilos of cannabis into the UK from Spain and Poland.
He was later released under licence conditions and in November 2023 a video circulated online of Nines being detained at Heathrow airport, apparently having breached those conditions.
This week Nines applied for his licence conditions to be amended.
This is not the first time gang videos on YouTube have led to murder.
In 2016 four men were jailed for life after the Fellows Court gang and their rivals in Hackney, east London, the Hoxton Boys, threw insults and threats at each other on the video-sharing platform.YouTube Told to Remove Videos
At the time Hackney MP Meg Hillier called on YouTube to “step up to the plate” and remove the videos.
YouTube, which is owned by Google, issued a statement in 2016 in which it said: “YouTube has clear policies that prohibit content like gratuitous violence, hate speech, and incitement to commit violent acts. These videos are removed when they breach our community guidelines or local laws.”
But content featuring the Fellows Court gang was never removed and since then hundreds of incendiary gang videos have been uploaded onto YouTube.
A YouTube spokesman told The Epoch Times in an email: “At YouTube we are deeply committed to helping music of all genres grow and thrive. While YouTube is a platform for free and creative expression, we strictly prohibit videos that are abusive or that promote violence.”
“We work closely with organisations like the Metropolitan Police (and other local police forces) to understand local context. We’re committed to continuing and improving our work on this issue to make sure YouTube is not a place for those who seek to do harm.”
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Sask. Nurses College Clears Nurse of Spreading COVID Misinformation
[image: Sask. Nurses College Clears Nurse of Spreading COVID Misinformation]A nurse prepares a COVID-19 vaccine in Toronto on March 23, 2021. (Cole Burston/Getty Images)
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The College of Registered Nurses of Saskatchewan (CRNS) has cleared nurse Leah McInnes of charges of spreading misinformation through her opposition to vaccine mandates.
The CRNS Discipline Committee’s decision, published on Jan. 12, dismissed all charges against Ms. McInnes, concluding that the case should not have proceeded to a hearing, according to a Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms (JCCF) Jan. 19 release.
Ms. McInnes, a registered nurse since 2013 and mother of two, was charged by the CRNS’s Investigation Committee for her social media advocacy against vaccine mandates.
“If your boss tells you that you must submit to them and be penetrated in a number of ways in their authoritative way,,[sic] coerced through threat, manipulation, ultimatum, shaming etc, what do we normally call this?” states one of Ms. McInnes’s posts detailed by the committee in its decision.
The committee accused her of using the term “vaccine mandate” in a manner that constituted misinformation. However, her use of the term was found to align with its general understanding in public discourse.
Starting Oct. 1, 2021, the Saskatchewan Health Authority (SHA) implemented a policy mandating all existing SHA staff members to submit evidence of complete COVID-19 vaccination.
Ms. McInnes’s stance centred on medical ethics and the right to informed consent, citing emerging scientific evidence that COVID vaccines do not prevent virus transmission. Her opposition to vaccine mandates as a violation of ethical principles gained public attention, particularly when the Saskatchewan government initially indicated no intention to enforce such mandates due to privacy and personal rights concerns.
However, institutions such as the Canadian Medical Association Journal advocated for mandatory vaccination as early as February 2021.
“Provincial governments should put in place rules for mandatory vaccination of health care workers that cut across all public and private settings, and should not leave this to the discretion of individual employers,” they wrote.
The case against Ms. McInnes drew criticism for its potential impact on professional freedom of speech. Her legal team, including co-counsel Andre Memauri and Glenn Blackett, argued that the charges undermined a health professional’s right to participate in democratic discourse and ethical dissent. They emphasized the importance of professionals expressing their sincere beliefs for the integrity of science, ethics, and democracy.
Ms. McInnes’s defence was further bolstered by expert testimony, including that of former Chief Medical Officer of Health of Ontario Dr. Richard Schabas, who confirmed the non-specific medical nature of the term “vaccine mandate.” Additionally, evidence presented during the hearings corroborated Ms. McInnes’s statements about the vaccines not providing sterilizing immunity.
In a statement following the verdict, Ms. McInnes expressed gratitude for the CRNS Discipline Committee’s recognition of her rights.
“I very much value the right of my colleagues to express opinions different than mine and support them in their endeavours to seek change in healthcare and government policy they perceive to be in the public interest,” she said in a statement.
The Epoch Times contacted the JCCF for further information but it did not respond before press time.
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Djokovic Finds Melbourne Park Mojo in Milestone Match
[image: Djokovic Finds Melbourne Park Mojo in Milestone Match]Novak Djokovic of Serbia celebrates his 3rd round win over  Tomas Martin Etcheverry of Argentina on Day 6 of the 2024 Australian Open at Melbourne Park in Melbourne, Jan. 19, 2024. (AAP Image/James Ross)
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Novak Djokovic has rediscovered some of his trademark mojo to tame Argentine Tomas Martin Etcheverry in a milestone third-round win at the Australian Open.
The 10-time Open champion has not been bested at Melbourne Park since 2018 but has hardly flown out of the blocks at the start of yet another title defence.
Croatian young gun Dino Prizmic and home favourite Alexei Popyrin both pinched a set from the Serb in the opening rounds as the world No.1 battled an illness and a heckler.
But the 36-year-old was in complete control on Jan. 19 night, smashing 34 winners in his 100th match at Melbourne Park and never facing a break point in a largely routine 6-3 6-3 7-6 (7-2) victory over No.30 seed Etcheverry.
Djokovic becomes the third player in Open history to reach the century mark, behind old foe Roger Federer (117 matches) and American legend Serena Williams (105 matches).
The king of Melbourne Park described Jan. 19’s performance as the best of his tournament so far and was in a reflective mood when asked about the milestone.
“I’ve been blessed to go through a very interesting life journey,” Djokovic said.
“Coming from Serbia during the 90s wasn’t easy for my family, and my parents had to endure a lot of adversity economically and in every sense in order for me to live my dream.”
Infamously deported from Australia in 2022 over a pandemic border row with the federal government, Djokovic said he had not taken a COVID-19 test since coming to Melbourne.
“It’s kind of a regular viral infection that I’ve been through,” he told reporters post-match.
“Now it’s in its last stages and I still have some secret(ion) coming out.”
Etcheverry was far from disgraced but failed to land a blow on Djokovic all night after downing veterans Andy Murray and Gael Monfils to make the third round.
The Serb showed off his generational agility and touch early, losing a grand total of four points on serve to take the first set.
Djokovic broke quickly to take a 2-1 lead in the second but wasn’t without a few outbursts, gesturing at his box and drawing a wry smile from coach Goran Ivanisevic.
He couldn’t hide his annoyance in the third set when handed a code violation for failing to begin his service motion before the clock hit zero.
Keen for an early night, Djokovic produced an inch-perfect drop shot in his final service game to keep the lifting Argentine at bay, calling on his years of experience to close out the tiebreak and settle the match in a little less than two-and-a-half hours.
After stretching his Open winning streak to 31, the 24-time major champion will face No.20 seed Adrian Mannarino in the fourth round after the Frenchman stormed back to beat American Ben Shelton 7-6 (7-4) 1-6 6-7 (2-7) 6-3 6-4.
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Wong Returns to Australia After Middle East Trip
[image: Wong Returns to Australia After Middle East Trip]A supplied image shows Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs Penny Wong in a meeting with Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs Israel Katz at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel in in Givat Ram, Jerusalem, Israel, Jan. 17, 2024. As the number of Palestinians being killed in the Gaza war continues to climb since the October 7 Hamas attack, Penny Wong has urged for genuine steps towards peace and security. (AAP Image/Supplied by Daniel Walding, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade)
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Penny Wong will touch down back in Australia following a week-long visit to the Middle East, as the government comes under fire over its designation of attacks by Hamas.
The foreign minister arrives home on Jan. 20 after several days of talks with counterparts in Jordan, Israel, Palestine and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
The final round of talks saw her meet with UAE counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan on ways to increase humanitarian aid to Gaza, and a path to ceasefire.
“We discussed averting regional escalation and supporting a political process that meets Israel’s security needs and Palestinian aspirations for statehood,” Ms. Wong said on X, the social media platform formerly known as Twitter.
“The UAE is a key partner for Australia in the region. We co-operate across a broad range of sectors and Australia welcomes expanding ties, including the commencement of trade agreement negotiations.”
During the visit to the Middle East, Senator Wong outlined an additional $21.5 million (US$14 million) in humanitarian aid for the region, focusing on relief efforts for those affected by settler violence in Gaza, as well as the growing number of refugees in Jordan and Lebanon.
On Jan. 19, a live export ship from Australia was diverted away from the Red Sea due to the worsening security situation in the major shipping route, the federal agriculture department said.
The MV Bahijah left Fremantle on Jan. 5 with sheep and cattle bound for the Middle East with approval of the department, which is now set to review contingency options.
“The department is monitoring the consignment closely and no significant animal health or welfare concerns have been reported at this time,” the department said in a statement.
Houthi militants backed by Iran have launched attacks on vessels in the Red Sea in support of Palestine, with the the United States and United Kingdom then launching strikes on Houthi sites in Yemen.
It comes as the federal government is criticised by the opposition for not formally listing Hamas’ initial assault as a terrorist act.
Violence in the Gaza Strip escalated after Hamas, designated a terrorist group by Australia, attacked Israel on Oct. 7.
More than 1200 Israelis were killed and 240 were taken hostage, according to Tel Aviv officials.
In response, Israel’s bombardment, blockade and ground invasion of Gaza has killed more than 24,000 Palestinians, put half the territory’s 2.3 million residents at risk of starvation and left more than 60 percent without homes, according to local health officials and the United Nations.
Without the declaration, Australians impacted by the attack are ineligible for the Victim of Terrorism Overseas Payment.
The government scheme provides a one-off payment for Australians harmed or who have lost a family member due to a declared overseas terrorist act.
It’s been implemented for events like the Sep. 11 attacks, the 2019 Christchurch mosque shootings and 2020 stabbings in the Maldives.
Opposition spokesman Andrew Hastie said the lack of a listing was concerning.
“I would have thought the bureaucracy should have been all over this and they’re not, and the government hasn’t been leading, so I’m not surprised the bureaucracy is dragging its feet,” Mr. Hastie told Sky News.
“Oct. 7 was a clear-cut, terrorist incident and Hamas is a listed terrorist organisation. The parliament passed a joint motion condemning this as a terrorist act. There are Australians who are affected.”
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Loblaw Reverses Course on Ending 50 Percent Discount on Nearly Expired Foods
[image: Loblaw Reverses Course on Ending 50 Percent Discount on Nearly Expired Foods]People shop at a Loblaws store in Toronto on May 3, 2018. (The Canadian Press/Nathan Denette)
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Loblaw Companies Ltd. has announced a reversal of its earlier decision to end the 50 percent discount on food products nearing their best-before dates.
Loblaw Companies Ltd. had recently revised its discount policy for perishable food items close to their expiration date. Instead of the previously-offered discounts of up to 50 percent, the company said it would cap the discount at 30 percent on items like meat, fruit, and vegetables.
The change applied to its various grocery stores, including Loblaws, No Frills, Valu-Mart, Your Independent Grocer, and Zehrs. Loblaw explained that the move aims to create a more uniform and predictable pricing strategy, aligning with practices of its market competitors.
The move was criticized by Canadian politicians such as NDP MP Alistair MacGregor, who demanded Canada’s Competition Bureau look into the matter.
In a Jan. 19 statement to CBC News, the company acknowledged a reversion to its previous policy.
“We’ve listened to the feedback from our customers and colleagues and are reverting [where it existed before] to the 50 percent off discounts,” said the company.
“In the Atlantic, we had not implemented the change and will not. In the rest of the country, customers can expect to see 50 percent stickers returning in the next few weeks.”
The cost of groceries has had a major impact on Canadians’ wallets over the past two years, thanks to food inflation. Prices are expected to continue to rise this year, although not as much as in 2023.
Canada’s 2024 Food Price Report, released last month by the Agri-Food Analytics Lab, predicts the price of groceries will increase by an average of around $701 per family of four this year.
An end-of-year report from the lab found that most families plan to cut back on food spending this year. One of the chief ways they will do that is by changing their food shopping habits.
According to the report, 43.3 percent of Canadians plan to focus on promotional offers to manage higher food costs, while 10.4 percent plan to increase online food purchases.
Over a third of Canadians plan to eat out less often (38.3 percent) and 12.2 percent intend not to eat out at all in 2024.
Those who dine out will choose budget-friendly options (39.4 percent), avoid side dishes or alcohol (24.2 percent), and share meals (13.7 percent).
Some 80.3 percent of Canadians anticipate further increases in food prices in 2024, especially in meat (70.4 percent), produce (62.2 percent), and dairy (42.1 percent).
Last September, after discussions with leaders from major retailers such as Loblaws, Metro, Empire, Walmart, and Costco, Industry Minister François-Philippe Champagne pledged a plan by Thanksgiving aimed at stabilizing grocery prices; however, prices have remained unstable.
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Federal Heat Pump Grant Program Costs Could Quadruple to $2.7 Billion
[image: Federal Heat Pump Grant Program Costs Could Quadruple to $2.7 Billion]Heating oil, more widely used in Atlantic Canada for home heating than other parts of the country, is delivered to a home in this file photo. (John Rucosky/AP Photo via Tribune-Democrat)
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A federal grant program to help homeowners convert their oil furnaces to electric heat pumps could potentially reach costs of nearly $2.7 billion, almost four times its initial budget of $750 million, according to the Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO).
“The PBO estimates that there are up to 244,000 households nationwide that could be eligible for OHPA [Oil to Heat Pump Affordability] program funding,” said a Legislative Costing Note, as first covered by Blacklock’s Reporter.
“If all eligible households access the program, we estimate that the OHPA program could have a maximum potential cost of $2.7 billion.”
So far, around 10,000 households have reportedly qualified for these heat pump grants. This figure was determined by extrapolating historical participation trends in the program, according to the note titled “Enhancements to the Oil to Heat Pump Affordability Program.”
Initially, the program offered grants of $10,000 to eligible homeowners for conversions. However, on Oct. 26, this amount was increased to $15,000, with an additional $250 one-time bonus for those in provinces offering similar subsidies. The enhanced grants are specifically available in Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland and Labrador, while other regions continue to offer the original amount.
In addition to the grant program, the federal government has also suspended a 17 cents per liter carbon tax on home heating oil effective Nov. 10, a move primarily benefiting homeowners in Atlantic Canada. This region predominantly relies on oil for home heating.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, in addressing the carbon tax relief, stated that there would be no further exceptions or suspensions of the carbon pricing.
Labour Minister Seamus O’Regan, representing St. John’s South—Mount Pearl in Newfoundland, highlighted the historical burden of home heating oil costs in the region and defended the region-specific nature of these initiatives.
“Constituents are scared to death about a source of home heating that was always astronomically expensive but only getting more expensive,” said Mr. O’Regan Oct. 31.
“We have had to suffer through home heating oil. I just find it a bit rich that everybody is just getting so excited about carve-outs and exceptions in particularities to regions. That’s how this country is built.”
Privy Council polling, conducted through focus groups in Atlantic Canada, indicated that the implementation of the carbon price was not expected to significantly change Canadians’ carbon-emitting activities like driving and heating their homes. This region is particularly relevant as it houses 24 Liberal MPs who are up for reelection.
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Aussie Back to School Sales to Book up Billions of Dollars
[image: Aussie Back to School Sales to Book up Billions of Dollars]School students are seen in Brisbane, Australia, on May 2, 2018. (AAP Image/Dan Peled) 
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Australians are expected to spend $2.5 billion (US$1.7 billion) on back to school purchases, with stationary, uniforms and footwear the most common buys.
The inaugural Australian Retailers Association (ARA) research found about five million Australians would spend an average of $512 (US$338) each on school supplies.
Forty-four percent said they would spend more than last year while 22 percent said their bill would be about the same, the research done in partnership with Roy Morgan showed.
The most popular purchases would be stationary, school uniforms, footwear, books and lunch boxes.
ARA chief executive Paul Zahra said the projected spend on back to school items was a positive sign for retailers.
“Back to school sales are important for retailers to build momentum after the Boxing Day period and springboard into the year ahead,” he said.
“With high interest rates and tighter budgets, parents will be expecting better value than ever before.”
But Mr. Zahra did acknowledge some families would struggle, noting schools and state governments had exemptions and financial support available.
“With the cost-of-living crunch, it’s very tough out there for a lot of families—especially when it comes to purchasing back to school items for their children,” he said.
“These aren’t just items on a shopping list—they’re essentials that can make a real difference in a child’s life.”
Opposition education spokeswoman Sarah Henderson said costs were mounting for parents to meet basic education needs for their children.
“Every parent across Australia wants to ensure their children receive the education they deserve, yet it is becoming an enormous financial burden,” she said.
“Now we are hearing that parents have even said they may be forced to pull their kids out of extracurricular activities because of the cost.”
Education Minister Jason Clare said funding for public schools was helping with costs for parents.
“One of the big important things that we need to do this year is make sure that we fund our public schools properly to make sure that they’ve got the resources they need to help children who fall behind to catch up, to keep up, to finish school,” he said.
“That will help with costs, but also make sure that their children get the education that they deserve.”
More Australians are turning to loans to get their children back to school, with NAB expecting customers to take out no-interest loans of more than $640,000 (US$422,000) in February.
The total value of the bank’s education loans has grown by 73 percent since 2018.
A Finder survey of 1039 people also showed 30 percent of respondents were unable to pay for essential equipment such as stationary and uniforms.
Eleven percent of parents surveyed admitted they would have to go into debt to pay back to school costs, which average $2547 (US$1680) for a primary school child and $4793 (US$3161) for secondary students.
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Victoria Urged to Follow UN Safeguards in Youth Prisons
[image: Victoria Urged to Follow UN Safeguards in Youth Prisons]A photograph taken on August 21, 2019 shows the Hopkins Correctional Centre, a prison located on the outskirts of the small regional Victoria town of Ararat, some 200 kilometres west of Melbourne. (William WEST/ Getty Image)
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Activists are calling on the Victorian government to implement the United Nations’ (UN) anti-torture protocol so children in custody are kept safe.
The Commonwealth government in 2017 signed on to the international convention, which requires independent oversight bodies to inspect all places of detention.
It was up to individual states and territories to implement the protocol but Victoria has failed to do so, the open letter published on Jan. 19 said.
“Victoria has now missed multiple deadlines for implementation of the bare minimum safeguards to protect against mistreatment in prison,” the letter said.
“The impact of this failure ... is acutely felt by children locked away in Victoria’s youth prisons.”
The Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service, the Human Rights Law Centre and Jesuit Social Services are among the organisations to sign the open letter.
They say immediate action is needed following repeated reports of mistreatment of children in custody.
It follows a report from the Commission for Children and Young People, which revealed a 17-year-old boy was placed under a spit hood while in adult prison.
The boy also had the water in his cell turned off for about 22 hours, meaning he could not use the toilet or wash his hands.
The letter calls on the state to urgently implement the UN protocol so prisons and youth justice centres are monitored for human rights abuses.
“Rather than funnelling money into prisons, the Victorian government must fund long overdue independent oversight of them, alongside community-led responses to divert children away from prisons in the first place,” the letter said.
The Victorian government said there were strong protocols in place to ensure children’s human rights were protected in custody.
“Hardworking youth justice staff undertake significant training to manage difficult situations and the work they do supports better rehabilitative outcomes (and) keeps young people in custody safe,” a spokeswoman told AAP.
The state government also criticised the federal government for not providing ongoing funding to the states to implement the protocol, despite being the ones to sign on to it.
In the Northern Territory (NT), Don Dale youth detention centre remains open more than five years after a royal commission recommended its closure.
With an election due in August, NT Attorney-General Chansey Paech said he remains committed to closing the facility.
“It’s anticipated we'll get on with the job and get that done,” he told reporters on Jan. 19.
A replacement facility was due to open in 2023 but the government blames building approvals, staffing and COVID-19 for the delay.
An inquest into the death of a Mayali father while being held in a Darwin prison has also sparked calls for better carceral health services in the territory after experts testified his death was preventable.
Mr. Dooley suffered a heart attack and died several days later in hospital due to irreparable heart damage.
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ME Bank Fined $820,000 for Misleading Home Loan Customers
[image: ME Bank Fined $820,000 for Misleading Home Loan Customers]The outside of the Supreme Court of New South Wales building is seen in Sydney, Australia, on Oct. 9, 2013. (William West/AFP via Getty Images)
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Members Equity (ME) Bank has been fined $820,000 (US$540,000) for misleading its home loan customers on changes to minimum repayments.
The institution, which was acquired by the Bank of Queensland in 2021, pleaded guilty to four charges in the Federal Court before being sentenced on Jan. 19.
The bank admitted that between December 2016 and February 2018 it failed to send letters to almost 500 customers whose loan repayment arrangements were due to expire.
None of the affected customers suffered a financial loss but the court found they were deprived the opportunity to renegotiate their loans before the changes came into effect.
The bank also sent 589 letters to customers between May and September 2018 that misstated their new minimum repayment after their fixed-rate or interest-only home loan period ended.
Customers were not charged the incorrect amount as a result of the letters but some did incur missed payment fees because they had insufficient funds in their accounts.
The total of the missed payment fees charged was $3854.93 (US$2542.75), which the bank fully refunded.
ME Bank first noticed the potential for issues in its loan administration software during a 2015 internal audit.
But the bank failed to investigate further and instead only identified the problem in 2018 after years of misleading customers.
ME Bank first self-reported the offending to the Australian Securities and Investments Commission in October 2018.
The bank told the Federal Court the offences were caused by a technical issue and the consequences of the conduct were minor, given most customers did not incur a financial loss.
But Federal Court Judge Robert Bromwich said the bank failed to take the initial audit seriously.
“While the root causes were not identified by the November 2015 audit, the existence of a real risk of a serious problem was,” he said in his judgment.
“Not having adequate prevention, detection and rectification systems in the first place, and not taking that audit warning seriously enough is important and significant.”
The bank was convicted and fined $820,000, which will need to be paid within 60 days.
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Alberta Physicians College Drops Charges Against Doctor Who Gave COVID Vaccine Exemptions
[image: Alberta Physicians College Drops Charges Against Doctor Who Gave COVID Vaccine Exemptions]A syringe is filled with the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine in British Columbia on April 10, 2021. (Jonathan Hayward/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta (CPSA) has dropped charges against an Edmonton-area doctor who gave out COVID-19 vaccine exemptions to patients.
Dr. Michal Princ was charged with professional misconduct and was scheduled for a disciplinary hearing on March 8, which has now been cancelled.
The charges against him were formally dropped on Jan. 10, the Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms (JCCF) said in a Jan. 18 news release.
Dr. Princ was accused of failing to follow vaccine exemption requirements set out by the CPSA, Alberta Health Services (AHS), and the province’s Chief Medical Officer of Health in April 2023, the release said.
The JCCF funded Dr. Princ’s legal case.
The charges were dropped following a court decision, Ingram v. Alberta, where the court found the health orders were invalid because they were issued by politicians rather than the Chief Medical Officer of Health.
“Court of King’s Bench Justice Barbara Romaine found this to be contrary to the Public Health Act and ruled that health orders must come from the Chief Medical Officer of Health in order to be valid,” JCCF said.
One of Dr. Princ’s attorneys, Andre Memauri, said they were pleased with the news.
“Our client was ethically motivated by the sacrosanct and longstanding principle of ‘do no harm.’ We are pleased the CPSA has withdrawn charges, although we wish the charges had been withdrawn to protect professional independence, not based on the Ingram ruling,” he said in the release. “The relationship of trust between each physician and his or her patients must be brought back to the forefront of medical practice.”Change to Public Health Act
Since the Ingram decision, Alberta’s legislative assembly has made changes to the Public Health Act that require public health orders to be issued by the cabinet, not by the Chief Medical Officer of Health.
JCCF said that while the CPSA, AHS, and Chief Medical Officer of Health released requirements that are called “guidance,” they were “strict and inflexible.”
The JCCF said there were virtually no grounds for exemption from the COVID-19 vaccine based on requirements issued by CPSA, AHS, and the provincial medical officer.
“The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta violated the ethical principle of informed and voluntary consent for medical treatment, by threatening medical doctors with the loss of their license if they exercised their independent clinical judgment about the safety and efficacy of new vaccines for which no long-term safety data existed,” JCCF President John Carpay said in the release.
“In the ‘Rapid Brief’ document of Alberta Health Services, informed consent is only mentioned once, when recommending vaccination to women ‘who are pregnant, breastfeeding, or planning to become pregnant,’ or to people with a history of allergies,” said Glenn Blackett, another attorney for Dr. Princ.
“Perhaps even more troubling is the CPSA’s COVID-19 Vaccine: Questions and answers for the public and healthcare practitioners, which encourages doctors advising vaccine-hesitant patients to employ ‘motivational interviewing’ techniques,” he said. “When I read that, a shiver ran up my spine.”Legal Battles With Regulatory Colleges
It’s not the first challenge that Canadian medical professionals have faced by regulatory bodies with regard to COVID-19 vaccines.
In October 2023, the College of Registered Nurses of Saskatchewan (CRNS) held a disciplinary hearing for nurse Leah McInnes.
Ms. McInnes was facing discipline for social media posts about vaccine mandates, vaccine passports, and related issues like freedom of choice and medical privacy.
She was accused of violating the association’s code of conduct with her online comments.
The CRNS accused the nurse of the “misuse” of her influence as a health care provider.
In 2022, the CRNS also advised nurse Shelly Wilson that she could face discipline over her social media posts regarding COVID-19 vaccines, masks, and treatment options that “did not accord with public health or mainstream media narratives,” according to the JCCF.
The CRNS asked Ms. Wilson to sign an agreement that would admit professional misconduct. They ended up dropping the case.
Three doctors in Ontario were suspended during their battle with the Ontario College of Physicians and Surgeons over public comments each made that were critical of the COVID-19 restrictions and vaccines.
One of the doctors ended up permanently losing his license for issuing exemptions for COVID-19 vaccines, masking requirements, and testing.
Matthew Horwood contributed to this report. 
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Head of GC Strategies Invited Federal Officials to Whisky-Tasting Event to Celebrate ArriveCAN Anniversary: Records
[image: Head of GC Strategies Invited Federal Officials to Whisky-Tasting Event to Celebrate ArriveCAN Anniversary: Records]A smartphone set to the opening screen of the ArriveCan app is seen in a file photo. (The Canadian Press/Giordano Ciampini)
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One of the heads of GC Strategies invited federal officials to several meetings at breweries in Ottawa, including an “ArriveCAN Whisky Tasting” event to celebrate the app’s one-year anniversary, say records obtained by The Globe and Mail during an investigation into ArriveCAN.
According to the documents, which The Epoch Times has not independently reviewed, GC Strategies Managing Partner Kristian Firth sent an invitation to four Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) officials to the whisky-tasting event in April 2021. The event was hosted by the company Thirst Responder Mobile Bar, which holds online events such as cocktail courses.
Additionally, the records showed that Mr. Firth sent CBSA officials invitations to restaurants on several occasions in 2019. The email copies were obtained after they were privately presented to the House of Commons Committee on Government Operations (OGGO).
For months, OGGO has been investigating how GC Strategies, along with the companies Dalian and Coradix, received millions in taxpayer dollars to develop the ArriveCAN app, which critics have said could have been developed for a fraction of its $54-million cost. The CBSA has launched an internal investigation into the matter, and the RCMP is conducting its own investigation into the three companies.
GC Strategies, Dalian, and Coradix received more than $17 million in 2022 after CBSA had received allegations of contract misconduct on the ArriveCAN app. GC Strategies was paid $8.9 million as a general contractor on the ArriveCAN project.
OGGO is also looking at allegations raised by the Quebec-based software company Botler AI, which worked alongside Mr. Firth on a project unrelated to ArriveCAN. In November 2022, they submitted a report to senior CBSA officials that raised concerns about GC Strategies’ close relationship with CBSA officials and shady subcontracting deals that lacked accountability. After receiving that report, CBSA President Erin O'Gorman requested the CBSA open an internal investigation into the matter.
Ms. O'Gorman testified in front of OGGO on Jan. 18, where she said the contracting with Botler AI on the project appeared to have been “inappropriate.” She also said there appeared to have been a pattern of “persistent collaboration between certain officials and GC strategies,” who attempted to circumvent the established processes at CBSA.
During OGGO, Bloc Quebecois MP Julie Vignola questioned Ms. O'Gorman about the document that showed meetings at breweries between Mr. Firth and CBSA employees. “Is this usual? Is this recommended? Is it efficient?” she asked.
The CBSA president said that the perception of conflict of interest was important, and an investigation is currently underway. She added that while she didn’t know whether CBSA employees were present, the email invitations without evidence of procurement officers present raised “questions.”Influence Over Government Officials
When they previously testified in front of OGGO in late October 2023, Botler AI co-founders Amir Morv and Ritika Dutt alleged that Mr. Firth routinely boasted that he and senior government officials with contracting authorities “had ‘dirt’” on each other, and would use that information to blackmail each other.
They also said government contractors were “openly engaged in various criminal activities” and would often commit fraud on the government in exchange for “promising influence and requesting material benefit.”
Mr. Firth testified in front of OGGO in November 2023 that he had never claimed to have any influence over government officials. Conservative MP Larry Brock then read the transcript of a conversation between the Botler AI co-founders and Mr. Firth, where he said, “We have essentially the ear of the president right now of CBSA.”
“If that’s not influence, or claiming to have influence over government officials, I don’t know what is,” Mr. Brock said.
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Crown Won’t Appeal Quebec Woman’s Acquittal After Third Trial in Daughters’ Deaths
[image: Crown Won’t Appeal Quebec Woman’s Acquittal After Third Trial in Daughters’ Deaths]The Quebec Superior Court is seen in Montreal, on March 27, 2019. (The Canadian Press/Ryan Remiorz)
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The Crown says it won’t appeal the acquittal last month of a Quebec woman following a third trial in the deaths of her two daughters.
Adele Sorella was acquitted by Quebec Superior Court Justice Myriam Lachance on Dec. 18.
Ms. Sorella had been convicted twice previously, in 2013 and 2019, of murder in the girls’ killings following jury trials, but both of those decisions were overturned on appeal, which led to a third trial that took place last year before a judge alone.
The victims, nine-year-old Amanda and eight-year-old Sabrina, were found dead in their playroom on March 31, 2009, lying side by side in their school uniforms.
Justice Lachance said in her ruling that there were gaps in the Crown’s theory of what transpired that led her to acquit Ms. Sorella on two counts of murder.
Their bodies bore no signs of violence and the cause of their deaths has never been determined, although prosecutors theorized they were killed in a hyperbaric chamber, which had been used to treat juvenile arthritis in one of the girls.
Audrey Roy-Cloutier, a spokeswoman for the province’s director of criminal and penal prosecutions, says in an email that the Crown disagrees with the acquittal but has concluded there was no error of law in Justice Lachance’s decision that could justify an appeal.
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Economy Strong but Slowdown on Horizon, IMF Warns
[image: Economy Strong but Slowdown on Horizon, IMF Warns]Shoppers walk through the Royal Arcade in central Melbourne, Australia, on Oct. 27, 2023. (Susan Mortimer/The Epoch Times)
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The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has warned a slowdown is on the cards for Australia’s economy, despite the recovery post-COVID being stronger than most other nations.
In its latest assessment of Australia’s finances, the global body said while the economy was performing well, growth was set to weaken, fuelled by cost of living pressures and a slowdown in productivity.
While the IMF said Australia’s inflation levels had peaked, they remained stubbornly high, estimating it would take another two years for it to return to the Reserve Bank’s target band of between two and three percent.
It forecast that economic growth was expected to slow to 1.8 percent year on year in 2023, before dropping again to 1.4 percent in 2024.
“Faltering private consumption would continue to put a drag on the economy, as households with  mortgages bear the brunt of higher interest rates, amidst lower real wages and depleting savings,” the IMF statement said.
“While external price pressures have abated, leading to an easing in goods inflation, persistence in non-tradeable prices driven by demand pressures will keep inflation elevated.”
The economic assessment saw the IMF praise the government’s macroeconomic policies, which had led to “strong recovery and resilience.”
It said the economic recovery in Australia following the global slowdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic remained stronger than similar countries, driven by strong net exports.
“The slowdown in households’ consumption growth was, however, offset by resilient private investment supported by public investment in transport, health, education and national defence,” the report said.
“Net exports contribute to growth on the back of robust sales of coal and service experts buoyed by inflows of foreign students, migrants and tourists.”
The IMF also warned that while strong net migration was expected to ease pressure on the labour market, it would add to demand in areas such as the rental market.
The monetary body said there was a need for further fiscal tightening to achieve target levels of inflation by 2025.
“Directors saw merit in a comprehensive tax reform and highlighted that rebalancing the tax system from direct to indirect taxes, while addressing regressive impacts, would promote greater efficiency,” the report said.
“Noting the renewed increases in house prices, directors recommended the adoption of additional borrower-based prudential tools.”
Treasurer Jim Chalmers welcomed the assessment by the IMF, saying it was an endorsement of the government’s economic strategy.
“The report makes it clear that our government is doing better than other countries when it comes to getting our budget into much better condition as a buffer against the global economic uncertainty ahead,” Dr. Chalmers said.
“The IMF rightly recognises our efforts across housing, competition, institutional reform, skills and training, climate and energy and making the tax system fairer.”
The monetary body said “continued vigilance” was needed by the government as economic conditions tightened.
“Short-term policies should focus on navigating the economy to a soft landing, by bringing inflation back to target, while maintaining financial stability. Policy coordination will be critical,” the report said.
Dr. Chalmers said the report had confirmed Australia was addressing economic issues from a place of strength.
“The report out today follows recent endorsements of our fiscal strategy from the IMF itself, along with those from the RBA, OECD, international ratings agencies and others,” he said.
“While inflation is still a defining challenge, we are making encouraging progress.”
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Green Gables Heritage Site to Include ‘New Narratives’ From Other Cultures
[image: Green Gables Heritage Site to Include ‘New Narratives’ From Other Cultures]A young girl enters Green Gables House in Cavendish, Prince Edward Island, on July 3, 2011. (The Canadian Press/Andrew Vaughan)
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Parks Canada has announced plans to introduce new Acadian, indigenous, black, and other cultural interpretations and narratives at the Green Gables Heritage Place in Cavendish, Prince Edward Island.
“Partnerships will establish linkages between the site and new communities, yielding new visitor experiences that share more inclusive histories and seek to advance reconciliation,” says the recently revealed Management Plan for the Parks Canada heritage site, as first covered by Blacklock’s Reporter.
The federal agency lists as one of its objectives for the site to have collaborations “with organizations that represent cultures not currently presented at the site (e.g., Acadian, BIPOC [black, indigenous, and other people of colour’]) ... strengthened, and new narratives, perspectives and voices are shared with visitors.”
The move appears to be part of the broader government-wide initiative to emphasize diversity.
A message from Parks Canada President and CEO Ron Hallman on the agency’s website says that it is committed to “equity, diversity, inclusion and reconciliation” in all that it does. The website adds that its focus in creating inclusive spaces includes “providing fair and equitable access to opportunities for under-represented people including: Black, Indigenous, people of colour, the Two Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer+ (2SLGBTQ+) community, and people living with disabilities.”
Lucy Maud Montgomery’s “Anne of Green Gables,” a classic coming-of-age story, is one of Canada’s most famous books.
The 1908 novel portrays the life of Anne, a red-haired orphan raised by a white, English-speaking Presbyterian couple.  It quickly became a bestseller and has been continuously in print for over a century, cementing Anne Shirley as an iconic figure in Canadian culture.
The novel has achieved global success, with around 50 million copies sold, translations into at least 36 languages including braille, and over two dozen adaptations across various formats.
Green Gables Heritage Place, which has attracted visitors since the novel’s publication, was settled by author Montgomery’s family in 1831 and has been managed by Parks Canada since 1936.
There have been several other cases of federal departments revisiting icons of Canadian history in line with inclusion priorities.
In 2022, Archives Canada ordered the purge of what it deemed “offensive” content on thousands of national archives webpages.
According to Blacklock’s, some of the content that was removed include essays “celebrating Sir John A. Macdonald,” Canada’s first prime minister, as well as articles on French explorers in which the “Indigenous perspective is missing.”
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Poilievre Calls for Terrorist Designation for Houthis as Group Attacks Vessels in Red Sea
[image: Poilievre Calls for Terrorist Designation for Houthis as Group Attacks Vessels in Red Sea]Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre speaks to reporters in the foyer of the House of Commons on Parliament Hill in Ottawa on Sept. 19, 2023. (The Canadian Press/Sean Kilpatrick)
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Conservative Party Leader Pierre Poilievre says Canada should follow the example set by the United States and designate the rebel Houthis as terrorists because of the group’s attacks against ships in sea lanes near Yemen.
“Canada must ensure the Houthi terrorists are held accountable for their actions,” said Mr. Poilievre in a Jan. 19 statement. “Currently, they are able to legally operate, organize, recruit and fundraise in Canada, helping them to continue their reign of terror in Yemen while attacking civilian and allied vessels in international waters.”
The Houthis, also known as Ansar Allah, are an Iran-backed group involved in a civil war in Yemen that had, up to recently, concentrated its attacks outside the country’s borders on Saudi Arabia. Riyadh has led a multinational effort against the Houthis.
The group turned its weapons against Israel after the latest round of hostilities with Hamas started on Oct. 7, a consequence of the Palestinian terrorist group conducting raids inside Israeli territory.
Along with announcing having fired ballistic missiles at Israel’s southernmost city of Eilat, the Houthis have been attacking civilian ships and military forces in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. The Red Sea gives access to the Suez Canal, a major shipping lane used to avoid going around Africa.
The U.S. launched a coalition mission to protect the shipping lanes, which Canada supports, albeit with the provision of only three staff officers. Mr. Poilievre calls this participation “symbolic.”
Upping the pressure, the U.S. State Department announced Jan. 17 it was designating the Houthis a terrorist organization, with the sanction taking force in mid-February. The department said the designation seeks to “promote accountability” for the group’s attacks using ballistic missiles and armed drones.
The U.S. says it will re-evaluate the designation if the group stops its attacks. Such a step had already been taken, with the State Department revoking the terrorist designation in February 2021. The revocation decision had been explained as a way to alleviate impacts on the humanitarian situation in Yemen.
Mr. Poilievre’s appeal to designate the Houthis as terrorists follows a regular call from the Conservatives for such a designation for one of their Iranian sponsor’s military arms, the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC).
The organization answers to the Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and is responsible for shooting down Ukrainian Airlines Flight PS752 in 2020, killing all occupants including 55 Canadian citizens and 30 permanent residents. The Quds Force, the IRGC’s foreign operations arm, is already considered a terrorist organization by Canada.
“The Trudeau government has failed for years to call the IRGC what they are: terrorists. This failure must not be repeated,” said Mr. Poilievre.
The Tory leader has recently criticized the Liberal government for positions taken in the Israel–Hamas war, saying he would instead use “moral clarity.”
Canada has not been as supportive of Israel as the United States, calling for a ceasefire and supporting a U.N. resolution to that effect. And, as opposed to the Biden administration, the Canadian government has not rejected a case brought to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) by South Africa accusing Israel of “genocide.”
Ottawa’s position is that its “unwavering” support for the ICJ does not mean it “accept[s] the premise of the case brought by South Africa.” The U.S. State Department calls the accusation “meritless.”
Public Safety Canada would not say whether it’s currently looking at designating the Houthis as terrorists.
“While we cannot disclose what entities may be considered for listing under the Criminal Code, we can assure Canadians that security and law enforcement officials are continuously working to keep them safe,” spokesperson Tim Warmington told The Epoch Times in an email.
The department is responsible, with support from portfolio agencies, for building cases supporting the designation of terrorist entities. Once a group is listed, it becomes prohibited by the Criminal Code to participate in its activities or provide it with support.
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Montreal Doctor Suspended for 3 Months After Argument Over Patient’s Pronouns
[image: Montreal Doctor Suspended for 3 Months After Argument Over Patient’s Pronouns]A photo illustration shows a stethoscope and blood-pressure machine of a French general practitioner displayed in a doctor's office in Bordeaux Jan. 7, 2015. (Reuters/Regis Duvignau)
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A family physician based in Montreal has been suspended for three months for professional misconduct involving a transgender patient.
The complaint against Dr. Raymond Brière, filed by Dr. Jean Pelletier, the deputy syndic of the Collège des Médecins du Québec, alleged that Dr. Brière failed to maintain impeccable conduct and ended the medical follow-up of a transgender patient in a manner that violated multiple articles of the Code of Ethics of Physicians.
Since 1980, Dr. Brière has been practicing medicine, serving in various remote regions within the province prior to his return to Montreal, where he serves over 600 patients. He obtained a family medicine specialist certification in 2010. Dr. Brière had been the primary care physician for the unnamed patient since May 2018.
In May 2022, the patient requested a testosterone prescription from Dr. Brière, according to the overview in the disciplinary decision. Dr. Brière, who said he was inexperienced in prescribing hormones for gender transition, expressed concerns about potential character changes and aggressive behavior due to testosterone, which the patient dismissed as a stereotype.
The consultation escalated into an argument. The patient claimed to be a “trans man,” but the doctor insisted on referring to the patient as female due to genetics, saying the patient’s gender identity “is in your brain.”
This interaction grew tense, with the doctor suggesting the patient leave if unhappy or in disagreement with his practice. Despite the patient correcting him, the doctor continued to address the patient using female pronouns and terms.
As the meeting concluded, the doctor, acknowledging his lack of expertise in hormone therapy, recommended a colleague but refused to facilitate the referral. He also informed the patient that he would no longer serve as the patient’s family doctor.
Dr. Brière’s case, presided over by a three-member panel led by Myriam Giroux-Del Zotto, revolved around Dr. Brière’s conduct during a consultation with the patient and his subsequent termination of medical follow-up without ensuring the patient’s continued care.
The panel, comprising Ms. Giroux-Del Zotto, Dr. Ginette Fortier, and Dr. Pierre Sylvestre, found Dr. Brière in breach under two main counts.
Firstly, the panel said he failed to maintain impeccable conduct toward the patient by exhibiting inappropriate and disrespectful behaviour, thereby violating articles 4, 17, and 18 of the Code of Ethics and article 59.2 of the Professional Code.
Secondly, he terminated the patient’s medical follow-up without ensuring that another physician or professional could continue it, contravening articles 33 and 35 of the Code of Ethics.
The panel imposed concurrent suspensions as it considered the gravity of the issue, the impact on the patient, and Dr. Brière’s professional experience: three months for the first count and two months for the second count.
The panel also ruled in favour of publishing a notice of the decision in a newspaper circulating in the area of Dr. Brière’s professional domicile.
Dr. Brière was ordered to bear the costs of the proceedings and the publication expenses, adhering to the principle that the party at fault typically covers such expenses.
The Epoch Times reached out to Dr. Brière for comment but did not receive a response before press time.
There have been a number of other high-profile cases of regulatory colleges disciplining professionals. Dr. Jordan Peterson, professor emeritus at the University of Toronto’s Psychology Department and a clinical psychologist, recently lost a case in the Ontario Court of Appeal.
Mr. Peterson had sought to have rescinded the College of Psychologists of Ontario’s (CPO) order forcing him to receive social media training to keep his licence. Mr. Peterson has argued that using preferred pronouns amounts to “compelled speech.”
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Japan Announces Successful Moon Landing
Japan joins an elite club of nations that includes the United States of America, the Soviet Union, Communist China, and India. 
[image: Japan Announces Successful Moon Landing]HII-A rocket carrying the national space agency's moon lander is launched at Tanegashima Space Center on the southwestern island of Tanegashima, Japan, in on Sept. 7, 2023. (Kyodo/via Reuters)
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Japan became the fifth nation to successfully land a spacecraft on the Moon.
The Smart Lander for Investigating Moon (SLIM) touched down around 12:20 a.m. Tokyo time on Jan. 20 (1520 GMT Jan. 19), according to the Japanese Aerospace Exploration Agency.
Several hours passed before mission control would get confirmation that the landing was a success, although it was not a complete success.
“The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) confirms that the Smart Lander for Investigating Moon (SLIM) successfully landed on the moon surface on January 20, 2024, at 0:20 am (JST). Communication with spacecraft has been established after the landing,” JAXA said in an official statement. “However, the solar cells are currently not generating power, and priority is given to data acquisition from the SLIM on the moon. Detailed analysis of the acquired data will be conducted in the future, and we will continue to share any updates on the situation.”
Hitoshi Kuninaka, head of the Institute of Space and Astronautical Science, a unit of Japan’s space agency, said his team suspects the rovers onboard the lander were deployed, but without functioning solar panels, the batteries only provide a few hours of operating life.
Still, he sees the soft landing as having achieved “minimum” success.
Japan now joins an elite club of nations that includes the United States of America, the Soviet Union, Communist China, and India.
Launched in September 2023—less than six months after the crash-landing of a private Japanese moon lander, reportedly due to software issues—SLIM left Earth aboard an HII-A rocket from Tanegashima Space Center in southwestern Japan with the X-Ray Imaging and Spectroscopy Mission (XRISM) satellite and was not expected to reach lunar orbit for several months.
JAXA was shooting for a “pinpoint” landing near the Shioli crater that would allow it to use the probe to learn more about the Moon’s origin, specifically testing the giant-impact theory that it was created when the Earth collided with another small planet, roughly the size of Mars.
But the main objective of the mission was to test JAXA’s new landing technology, proving it can put spacecraft “where we want to, rather than where it is easy to land.” While most landings have aimed for landing zones six miles (10 km) in size, SLIM’s landing zone was just 330 feet (100 m) wide. Officials still have not been able to confirm if a “pinpoint” landing was achieved.
The mission comes days after the private American company, Astrobotic Technology, announced a catastrophic fuel leak shortly after the launch of its unmanned lunar lander, Peregrine, aboard a United Launch Alliance (ULA) Vulcan rocket from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida.
JAXA has partnered with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) on the Artemis project to establish a permanent presence on the Moon.
“The main goal of the ultimate program is to establish a human presence,” said Sasaki Hiroshi, JAXA Vice President and Director General for Human Spaceflight Technology Directorate, during a pre-landing live stream, according to a translator. “While doing so, Japan will be contributing more on the robotics. And the first one is the crewed mission that will be setting foot on the lunar surface. And also another one we'll be sending pressurized rover for driving on the lunar surface.”
The Associated Press, and Stephen Katte contributed to this report.
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‘There Was a Plan’: Psychologist Says Saskatchewan Killer Had Psychopathic Traits
[image: ‘There Was a Plan’: Psychologist Says Saskatchewan Killer Had Psychopathic Traits](L-R) Earl Burns’ daughters Deborah Burns and Vanessa Burns, and his wife Joyce Burns, hold a photograph of Mr. Burns during a Saskatchewan RCMP media event in Melfort, Sask., on April 27, 2023. (The Canadian Press/Liam Richards)
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A criminal investigative psychologist says the killer behind a massacre on a Saskatchewan First Nation had many psychopathic traits and planned his stabbing rampage.
“You’ve got somebody that’s really not looking out for anybody but himself,” Matt Logan told a coroner’s inquest in Melfort, Sask., on Jan. 19.
Mr. Logan, who is also a former RCMP officer, said Myles Sanderson scored 33 out of a possible 40 on the scale that measures psychopathy.
Mr. Sanderson killed 11 people and injured 17 others on James Smith Cree Nation and in the nearby village of Weldon, northeast of Saskatoon, on Sept 4, 2022.
The 32-year-old died in police custody a few days later.
Mr. Logan reviewed Mr. Sanderson’s court records, visited the First Nation and spoke with family members. He has never met Mr. Sanderson and said he cannot make an official diagnosis.
Mr. Logan said the killer showed signs he was lacking in remorse, had a reckless disregard for himself and others, and would explode in unpredictable and violent outbursts.
Mr. Sanderson likely also had anti-social personality disorder, intermittent explosive disorder and could have had fetal alcohol spectrum disorder, Mr. Logan said. Mr. Sanderson had a high risk to reoffend violently, he added.
The inquest, scheduled for at least two weeks, has heard Mr. Sanderson had a serious history of violence and incarceration. A jury heard emotional testimony on Jan. 18 from his common-law partner, Vanessa Burns, who recounted 14 years of domestic violence by Mr. Sanderson, the father of her five children.
Ms. Burns told the inquest on Jan. 18 that she and Mr. Sanderson went to the First Nation to sell drugs, but she drove back to Saskatoon after he attacked her.
The inquest heard Mr. Sanderson and his brother, Damien Sanderson, then caused chaos in the community in the days leading up to the killings, assaulting people and selling drugs.
The criminal psychologist said the brothers talked with people about being on a mission. Myles Sanderson also hadn’t slept in days and had expressed rage towards Terror Squad, a gang with a presence in Saskatchewan.
Mr. Logan said he could not discern why Mr. Sanderson was so angry at the gang but “revenge is a strong motivator.”
Damien Sanderson’s wife also testified on Jan. 18 that her husband feared his brother and that he called him the devil.
Skye Sanderson said she called 911 the day before the stabbings, saying her husband had taken her vehicle without permission. Damien Sanderson was wanted on outstanding warrants over domestic violence charges.
While officers located the vehicle, they didn’t find Damien Sanderson because he gave a false name and didn’t look like an old photo police had of him.
Skye Sanderson said during this time her husband was also sending her fatalistic text messages about death and missions with his brother.
“We do know that there was a plan because Damien mentioned the plan,” Mr. Logan said. “How detailed it was, we have no idea.”
The inquest has heard that Myles Sanderson first killed his brother. He then went throughout the community, armed with a knife, attacking people.
The inquest is to establish the events leading up to the killings, who died, and when and where each person was killed. Mr. Logan said his report also aims to understand why it happened.
The psychologist discussed the killer’s unstable childhood, noting Mr. Sanderson was bounced around different homes and suffered both physical and emotional abuse.
Mr. Sanderson had issues abusing alcohol by 13 and later would use cocaine and methamphetamine.
Mr. Logan said it’s likely Mr. Sanderson felt unwanted and abandoned in his childhood, which would be a trigger for violence in adulthood.
Mr. Sanderson dropped out of high school and never kept a job for very long.
He also had a lengthy criminal history, including 59 convictions as an adult. Mr. Sanderson was unlawfully at large at the time of the killings.
Earlier on Jan. 19, Mandy Maier, who works in communications with the Saskatchewan RCMP, told the inquest human error was behind an emergency alert with the wrong image of the killer in the early hours of the Mounties’ response.
“(It was) absolute organized chaos,” said Ms. Maier, who works in communications with the Saskatchewan RCMP.
The civilian RCMP employees who issue emergency alerts received a call at 6:26 a.m. on Sept. 4, 2022, that something bad was happening on the First Nation, Ms. Maier said. RCMP issued the first dangerous person alert at 7:12 a.m.
The third alert included photos it said were of Myles and Damien Sanderson. However, Ms. Maier said the communications unit was notified at about 9 a.m. that the photo of Myles Sanderson was of another person with the same name from the same community.
Ms. Maier said the photo was removed from the emergency alert website immediately. Another emergency alert with the correct photo was sent out by around 10 a.m., she said.
Keith Brown, the First Nation’s lawyer, asked Ms. Maier why the community would not be asked for images or confirmation of Mr. Sanderson’s identity.
“We think about how quickly this incident is unfolding and we use the information that we have at the time,” she said.
She said secondary conversations with members of the First Nation could cause a delay when time was of the essence.
The public has a lot of expectations around emergency alerts, Ms. Maier said, especially after the 2020 mass shooting in Nova Scotia where RCMP were criticized for not issuing them soon enough.
A second inquest focusing on Mr. Sanderson’s death is scheduled for February.
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Liberals, NDP Vote Down Motion to Make Public Copies of Medicago COVID Vaccine Contracts
[image: Liberals, NDP Vote Down Motion to Make Public Copies of Medicago COVID Vaccine Contracts]A vial of a plant-derived COVID-19 vaccine candidate, developed by Medicago, is shown in Quebec City on July 13, 2020 as part of the company’s Phase 1 clinical trials, in this handout photo. (The Canadian Press/HO, Medicago)
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Liberal and NDP MPs voted against a Conservative motion calling for the release of unredacted copies of the Medicago COVID-19 vaccine contracts to the public.
Tory MPs on the Standing Committee on Health (HESA) called an emergency meeting Jan. 19 to vote on a motion ordering the production of unredacted copies of the vaccine contracts between the federal government and the now-defunct COVID-19 vaccine manufacturer Medicago.
“Here we are now having the taxpayers of Canada on the hook for over $300 million,” said Conservative MP Stephen Ellis, who introduced the motion to the committee. “What we’re asking for here, on behalf of the taxpayers of Canada, is for clarity.”
The motion also called for a study of the issue, which would include at least six meetings to examine the contracts with several federal ministers, officials from the Public Health Agency of Canada, and the president of Medicago invited to testify.
However, an amendment to the motion was added that would only allow members of the committee to view the vaccine contracts. The committee voted 6–5 in favour of the amendment being added to the motion, with the Liberals and NDP supporting it and the Tories and Bloc Quebecois voting against it.
The committee has been studying the Liberal government’s payment of $150 million in subsidies to Medicago Inc. in 2020 to build a COVID-19 plant in Québec City. It also shelled out $173 million for an advanced purchase agreement to deliver 76 million vaccines before a product had been developed.
The agreement was voided in February 2022 after Medicago announced it was shutting down the factory without delivering any vaccines. The ownership of taxpayer-funded research reverted to Medicago’s Japanese parent company, Mitsubishi Chemical Group.
Medicago’s COVID-19 vaccine was not accepted by the World Health Organization (WHO) because of its ties to tobacco companies. Canada is a signatory to the 2005 WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, which calls on members to protect public health policies “from commercial and other vested interests of the tobacco industry in accordance with national law.”
Economic Development Minister François-Philippe announced in December 2023 that Mitsubishi agreed to return $40 million to the Canadian government. The company also agreed to transfer key Medicago research assets, intellectual property, and equipment from Medicago to Aramis Biotechnologies, a new Quebec-based company led by former Medicago employees.Liberal MP Calls Meeting ‘Abuse of Process’
Conservative MP Rick Perkins told MPs on HESA that Canadians deserved to know why the government spent hundreds of millions of dollars on vaccines that were never delivered. He said if members on the committee voted against the motion to review the unredacted contracts, they would be “voting to cover up the Liberal incompetence on [wasting] $300 million of taxpayer money when there is no contractual requirement to do so.”
NDP MP Don Davies said while his party believed there needed to be transparency around how the federal government handled COVID-19, he also understood there are “certain commercial sensitivities” around companies’ internal pricing structures.
Mr. Davies also pointed out that HESA was set to study other issues such as women’s health and Canada’s opioid overdose crisis, and questioned whether it would be more appropriate for the Standing Committee on Public Accounts or the Industry, Innovation, and Science Committee to study the Medicago contract.
“Nothing I’ve heard today would warrant devoting six meetings—a month in parliamentary calendar terms—to this when we don’t even really know if the unredacted versions are going to really indicate anything particularly profound,” Mr. Davies said. “What I'd like to do is move in a measured fashion, read the contract, see the unredacted version, and then we can decide as a committee if we want to or individually whether we think there’s anything that is worth putting back before the committee to study.”
Liberal MP Marcus Powlowski said the Tory motion was an “abuse of process” because the issue is more than two years old and is already being reviewed by a different committee. He said HESA had other issues to debate that were impacting more Canadians.
“How about the things that we studied like recommendations on breast cancer screening? Thousands of women die every year in Canada because of breast cancer. You would think that maybe that would be something we would urgently talk about,” Mr. Powlowski said. “You guys should be embarrassed for making this motion.”
Bloc Quebecois MP Julie Vignola said when it came to the Medicago contracts, it was important for people in her riding to know “what we did with their money, their taxes.”
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From a US President to a Local School Trustee: No One is Safe in an Era of Kafkaesque Absurdity
A hundred years after Kafka’s “The Trial” was first published, the West has descended into an era in which absurd allegations are the new normal.
[image: From a US President to a Local School Trustee: No One is Safe in an Era of Kafkaesque Absurdity]Former President Donald Trump (C) prepares to testify during his trial in New York State Supreme Court in New York City on Nov. 6, 2023. (David Dee Delgado/Getty Images)
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Commentary
“Someone must have been telling lies about Josef K., he knew he had done nothing wrong but, one morning, he was arrested.”—Franz Kafka, “The Trial.”
In Franz Kafka’s early 20th-century novel, a reputable bank clerk is caught up in a prosecutorial nightmare. The story of Joseph K. begins when court authorities suddenly arrive at his residence to tell him he’s to be indicted, but they can’t or won’t explain the exact nature of the charges against him.
Joseph K.’s accusers leave him with feelings of apprehension and anxiety. Throughout the novel, he struggles to defend himself within a hostile and complex legal process. At the end of the story, he’s led away to a summary execution. During the entire ordeal, the accused never really understands the reasons behind his mysterious prosecution.
This dark story about the destruction of an innocent man led to the term “Kafkaesque” entering the English language as a way to describe situations in which honorable people are threatened by unfounded allegations. Kafka had a special talent for identifying the convergence between reality and absurdity.Bizarre Allegations About an American President
A hundred years after “The Trial” was first published, the West has descended into an era in which absurd allegations are the new normal. In the Rainbow Reichs of the Woke, witch hunting has become the order of the day.
One of the most notorious Kafkaesque events in modern history developed around the unforeseen political success of Donald J. Trump.
Over recent years, the man Americans elected as the 45th president—and his team members—has been subjected to more bizarre allegations, secret investigations, partisan impeachments, preposterous indictments, and prejudiced legal proceedings than even Franz Kafka could have imagined.
President Trump has endured some of the most savage and desperate partisan assaults in U.S. history. Despite it all, he has retained the loyalty of legions of ordinary citizens and is the leading candidate for reelection in 2024. Individuals throughout North America are praying that President Trump’s landslide win in Iowa will lead to a decisive victory for the “Make America Great Again Movement.”Brutal Assaults on a Defenceless School Trustee
At the national level in the United States and Canada, opinion polls are predicting a return to center-right common sense leadership. But, at the level of civic, cultural, and educational governance, enraged neo-Marxists will hold on to their power by any means necessary.
The brutality of North America’s left was on display last year when a painful Kafkaesque episode occurred in the prairie city of Winnipeg, Manitoba. Early in June, news outlets reported that Francine Champagne, an elected trustee of the Louis Riel School Division, was suspended for taking “inappropriate actions” relative to the “Trustee Code of Conduct.”
School Division authorities asserted that Ms. Champagne had breached a progressive code of conduct by expressing opposition to the hyper-sexualization of children in public schools. A complete account of the battering inflicted on Ms. Champagne can be found in my June 23, 2023, Epoch Times column and a Nov. 29 update from Lee Harding.
Essentially, Ms. Champagne’s accusers focused on memes she had shared on a restricted-access Facebook page. One of them read: “Make men masculine again. Make women feminine again. Make children innocent again.” Louis Riel School Division trustees voted to suspend Ms. Champagne without pay for three months. They said she threatened the school board’s commitment to “human sexual diversity.”
Parents who supported Ms. Champagne asserted that her objections to the ideological grooming of children are shared by millions of North American families. The dissident trustee believes she was elected in Ward 1 of the Louis Riel School Division to make a case for quality education and traditional values—actual literacy, not political literacy.
The case against Francine Champagne gained enormous momentum. In October, she received another 30-day suspension for declining to sign a so-called “code of conduct” agreement that would make it impossible for her to question the radical educational agenda she had challenged during her successful election campaign.
When another progressive investigator-in-search-of-a-crime discovered a casual online conversation in which Ms. Champagne had mentioned the stereotypical description of a familiar item on an Asian restaurant menu she was instantly charged with “racism.” Ms. Champagne was suspended for another three months and vilified by media organizations for demonstrating “abusive behavior.”
Late in November, Ms. Champagne reluctantly decided that she could no longer perform her duties as a school trustee for the Louis Riel School Division because her working environment had become unbearable. As a result of the board’s allegations, she also lost her teaching contract at St. Boniface University. In a public letter, she finally concluded that “a school trustee who holds traditional views will not be tolerated.”Kafkaesque Persecutions Must be Challenged
Few drag queen story hours feature in the novels of Franz Kafka, but the author’s insights remain valuable.
Kafka understood that corrupt authorities have the capacity to ruin almost anyone they disapprove of. “The Trial” shows how Orwellian legal institutions can isolate individuals, make them appear guilty, and render them helpless.
So far, President Trump has overcome the moral failures of the American judicial system, and he has an excellent chance of winning back the White House in 2024. Donald T. isn’t likely to suffer the same fate as Kafka’s Joseph K.
Francine C.’s future is considerably less certain. Without political support, financial resources, and professional help, challenges to the left by intrepid citizens are unlikely to continue. That’s why the suffocating nature of our Kafkaesque culture must be forthrightly resisted by honorable men and women.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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The Right Critique of Globalism
Argentine President Javier Milei has fully embraced uncompromising principles of economic freedom, traditional morality, and foreign policy realism.
[image: The Right Critique of Globalism]Argentina's President Javier Milei delivers a speech at the World Economic Forum (WEF) meeting in Davos on Jan. 17, 2024. (Fabrice Coffrini/AFP via Getty Images)
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Commentary
Is it possible to be a capitalist, a moral traditionalist, a defender of the integrity of nation states, and an anti-isolationist all at the same time? Libertarian Argentine President Javier Milei is testing the proposition.
The most widely misused term in popular political discourse today has to be “globalism.” Many on the left identify it as business exploiting the masses in ever-expanding places in the world. In recent years, meanwhile, elements of the right define it as governments in cahoots to trample on national sovereignty, weaken the West and its values, and dislocate its economic order.
Few oppose the obvious positives of international economic integration, which sensibly legislated free trade made possible. Today, we can communicate instantly via print or voice with nearly anyone anywhere; even for someone of relatively modest means, it’s possible (albeit not cheap) to travel to the Himalayas, or the Serengeti, in a day, if not hours, and in optimum comfort. Emigration no longer means getting on a ship and never seeing mother, father, sister, and brother ever again; now you can save up and fly back to the old country for summer vacation. It has indeed become, after all, a very small world.
And yet disparities persist from country to country on things that should have topped the list of what to make uniform. Globalization hasn’t made your electric toothbrush compatible with the wall outlets where you’re staying.
Truth be told, globalism, a fundamental tenet of which seems to be undemocratically preventing nation states from changing course and adopting non-globalist economic policies, isn’t a capitalist enterprise but a decidedly socialist one. The embrace of free trade need not include the absence of restrictions on private firms’ dealings with a power such as communist China, which is engaging in economic war with the free world. Large-scale economic interaction between nations doesn’t necessitate unfettered, unfiltered immigration.
And yet UCLA political science professor Arthur A. Stein warns that “globalization, democracy, and sovereignty are incompatible in material terms in their full blown form” and posits as one eventual possible compromise a world of nation states in which “Voters would still vote, but key aspects of policy necessary for sustained economic integration would be insulated from politics.”
Mr. Stein’s research leads him to judge that “a larger public sector” is required as compensation for “the dislocations wrought by globalization.” He concludes that “Globalization makes redistribution more politically necessary,” though believing such presumably massive, socialistic wealth transfers to be “economically and politically problematic.”
So much for globalization serving the interests of those who reap the greatest benefits from the free market.
With free self-government and nationality in this apparent peril, Argentina’s Milei last Wednesday appeared at the unfriendliest conceivable venue, the World Economic Forum in Davos—the globalist elites’ annual meeting in the Swiss Alps—to warn of the danger to the West from political leaders being “co-opted by a vision of the world that inexorably leads to socialism, and thereby to poverty.”
In a speech that concluded with the Reaganesque declaration that “the state is not the solution; the state is the problem itself,” followed by the cry, “Long live freedom!,” Mr. Milei declared that “collectivist experiments are never the solution to the problems that afflict the citizens of the world. Rather they are the root cause. ... It should never be forgotten that socialism is always and everywhere an impoverishing phenomenon that has failed in all countries where it has been tried out. It’s been a failure economically, socially, culturally, and it also murdered over 100 million human beings”—a reference to the genocides of totalitarian tyrants such as Josef Stalin in the Soviet Union and Mao in communist China.
He declared “free enterprise capitalism” to be “the only possible system to end world poverty but also ... the only morally desirable system to achieve this.” Recounting the history of the last two centuries, Mr. Milei noted that 95 percent of the world’s population was locked in extreme poverty up to the year 1800, while in 2020, before the COVID-19 lockdowns, only 5 percent were in such economic misery.
“Social justice is not just,” he said, accusing its advocates of economic illiteracy who “start with the idea that the whole economy is a pie that can be shared differently.” The truth, he said, is that “that pie is not a given; it’s wealth that is generated.” The president described the market as “a discovery process in which the capitalist will find the right path,” but that “collectivism, by inhibiting these discovery processes … ends up binding the hands of entrepreneurs and prevents them from offering better goods and services at a better price.”
He extolled successful business people as “social benefactors who, far from appropriating the wealth of others, contribute to the general well being. Ultimately, a successful entrepreneur is a hero.”
Mr. Milei even took aim at feminists and other social revolutionaries, mocking “the ridiculous and unnatural fight between man and woman,” and environmentalists’ pitting “of humans against nature, claiming that we human beings damage the planet … even going as far as advocating for population control mechanisms, or the bloody abortion agenda.”
He also pointed to socialists adopting different names or guises, so that today “a good deal of the generally accepted political offers in most Western countries are collectivist variants” with labels identifying them as “neo-Keynesians, progressive, populist, nationalist, or globalist” but “at bottom there are no major differences. They all say that the state should steer all aspects of the lives of individuals.”
At variance with even most conservative politicians, the Argentine leader actually called on successful  business people to defy government. “Do not be intimidated either by the political class or by parasites who live off the state,” he encouraged them. “Let no one tell you that your ambition is immoral. If you make money it’s because you offer a better product at a better price, thereby contributing to general well being. Do not surrender to the advance of the state.”
And far from following the disturbing trend seen in America in recent years of conservatives seeking to withdraw from military alliances, sometimes even to the point of admiring the ex-KGB officer who apparently intends to rule Russia for life, Vladimir Putin, Mr. Milei is on good terms with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, whose country continues to rely on U.S. and other Western nations’ assistance to combat Mr. Putin’s brutal invasion. Mr. Zelenskyy even attended Mr. Milei’s inauguration last month, calling his election “a new beginning” for Argentina.
Obviously, Javier Milei has taken a page from Donald Trump in not refraining from utilizing the most combative of rhetoric, but unlike President Trump, he has fully embraced uncompromising principles of economic freedom, traditional morality, and foreign policy realism that one would imagine Ronald Reagan himself would have promoted with the same minimum of subtlety if, like Mr. Milei, he thought he could get away with it.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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China’s Scramble for Africa
[image: China’s Scramble for Africa]Workers are loading pipes, which will be exported to Africa, at a port in Qingdao in China's eastern Shandong Province on April 1, 2019. (STR/AFP/Getty Images)



By Michael Wilkerson
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





Commentary
Working in Africa through much of the past decade, I saw signs of Chinese imperialism everywhere.
The investment company I ran, funded mainly by U.S. and Canadian investors, would face off against entities backed by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in business dealings and financing transactions. This competition effectively tipped the tables through government-subsidized loans and briefcases of cash. Their agreements were often linked to political outcomes.
Africa has become the center stage of China’s global ambitions as a neo-colonial imperial power. Arguably, no other country has had more influence—at least in the post-colonial era—on the African continent than China, for better and for worse.
Conversely, the United States has completely missed the target and ceded the field by focusing on enfeebling donations and misguided philanthropy rather than leading with market-based financing, commercial investment, and practical education that would counter the CCP’s ideological and financial onslaught.
Communist China has been involved in Africa since decolonization and the independence movements of the 1960s and 1970s. The CCP was the main military supplier to the revolutionary Tanzanian government and supported dictator Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe and the dominant Maoist-Leninist party in Mozambique. China was the primary support for Joseph Kabila’s inept and kleptocratic 20-year dictatorship in the Democratic Republic of Congo (a misnomer if there ever was one; the Congo remains an ungovernable and near stateless flashpoint of regional instability).
China’s involvement in Africa eventually migrated from fomenting revolutions to investing in critical infrastructure and lending to governments and the commercial sector. Chinese presence in African business and financial markets is now ubiquitous across much of the continent, to the point of cliché and neo-colonial stereotypes. China has invested well over $300 billion in Africa in the past 15 years, and trade between China and Africa now approaches $200 billion annually.
Today, upwards of 1 million Chinese are estimated to be working in Africa for over 10,000 Chinese companies. In contrast, most of the perhaps thousands of Americans working in Africa are employed by governments or NGOs, not commercial enterprises. This is a regrettable loss for Africa and the United States.
At the same time, China has also increased its military and security presence on the continent. Today, China has thousands of troops and military personnel deployed across several African countries. Private Chinese security companies have established entire industries protecting Chinese businessmen and VIPs, which can serve a paramilitary role in the event of unrest.
Chinese investment in Africa has been a double-edged sword. To be sure, Africa desperately needs the critical infrastructure that China has been at the forefront of developing. The benefits of better roads and rails, more reliable power, and affordable mobile telephony accrue to many. However, Chinese investment has come laden with exorbitant hidden costs. Rather than furthering African independence, rising indebtedness threatens to throw African nations back into a state of colonial subservience. The millions of jobs created by these massive projects have been filled by imported Chinese labor, not local Africans. The result has been persistent domestic unemployment well above 50 percent in many nations. Agriculture and other commodities are exported to China rather than helping to reduce persistent food insecurity on the continent.
Chinese investment in Africa is an imperialistic endeavor. China seeks to ensure reliable supply lines of critical industrial and agricultural commodities at favorable prices and to provide jobs for otherwise unemployable workers in China. Like the commodities of copper, coal, and cobalt unearthed for industrial production in China, Chinese investment in Africa is extractive. To make matters worse, Chinese finished products are imported and forced on African markets, which undercuts domestic production and discourages local industries that cannot compete against Chinese subsidies. This is classic colonialism.
Systemically corrupt Chinese business practices undermine legitimate efforts toward greater accountability, transparency, and integrity according to the rule of law. Chinese investment and business activity in Africa is commonly accompanied by bribes, whether of cash or excessive gifts, and circular kickbacks to win contracts and tenders. Unlike U.S. and European businesses operating in Africa, which are subject to vigorous enforcement of strict anti-corruption laws, China does not enforce anti-bribery or anti-corruption laws. There is an implicit understanding among African government and business leaders that the Chinese do business the old-fashioned way. Many reject it, but for others, the temptation is too great.
Over the past decade, the United States has somewhat belatedly attempted to respond to the Chinese salient in Africa. Whether the West’s renewed interest in Africa will be too little, too late, remains to be seen. African nations rightly have deep reservations about allowing the former colonial powers of Europe to return through the back door. And so far, the commitment of the United States remains half-hearted at best, with more headlines than substance. In any event, Africa will be an important battleground in the ongoing geopolitical struggle with China for many years to come.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Why San Franciscans Can’t Find Housing, Part II
[image: Why San Franciscans Can’t Find Housing, Part II]Apartments in San Francisco on Feb. 23, 2023. (John Fredricks/The Epoch Times)
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Commentary
Continued from Part I
San Franciscans can’t find housing because the demand for housing far exceeds the supply. The city builds 3,000 to 4,000 units a year when 300,000 are required. Rather than solve its housing shortage, San Francisco treats the symptom, high rent, by imposing price control. Rent control.
How will landlords fight back? With new landlord-tenant documents:
***
Pre-application to Lease:
1) Are you over 27 years of age?
Yes _______ No _______
2) Is your co-signer’s minimum net worth less than $1,000,000?
Yes _______ No _______
3) Are you in favor of rent control?
Yes _______ No _______
4) Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the Democratic Party?
Yes _______ No _______
__________________________
Tenant Applicant
___________________
Date
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, your application to rent is hereby denied.
***
Commentary:
	If you are over 27 years of age, in a rent-controlled city, the risk to a landlord is that you’ll settle down and start a family. The risk is that you’ll never leave the apartment. In 10 years, the rent will be so low that you will have provided yourself a guaranteed retirement income—at the expense of the landlord who is subsidizing your apartment for life.
	A rent payment, like a mortgage payment, shouldn’t be more than 25 percent of your earnings. If your one-bedroom apartment rents for $4,000 a month, you should be earning $16,000 a month. You don’t; hence, the co-signer.
	If you favor rent control, you will complain to the San Francisco Rent Board whenever something is not to your liking (rather than discuss it with your landlord), and the board will rule in your favor.
	If you are a card-carrying member of the Democratic Party, you will vote for even stricter rent control laws—maybe even sales control laws.

***
Preamble to Lease
Dear Tenants:
Welcome to San Francisco. Like the city’s expansive views, tenants in San Francisco enjoy expansive rights. Take your newfound rights seriously. They have immediate cash value.
To best determine your new rights, and their approximate cash value, consult an attorney. Search “tenant attorneys” or go directly to the Tenderloin Housing Clinic. You will pay nothing at this time. Tenant services are free. Attorneys charge only if they obtain a judgment in your favor. (This is automatic, but you’ll have to split the reward with the attorney.)
All San Francisco government agencies advocate on your behalf. The most active are the San Francisco Health Department, Department of Building Inspection, and Rent Board. Visit these agencies as soon as possible. They will help you build a case.
Caution: if the building subject to this lease was built after 1976, you are forfeiting rights and privileges. You are forfeiting, for example, the right to declare your building uninhabitable (for the purpose of not paying rent), the right to ask your friends to move in (to help pay the rent, and later, pay the entire rent), and the right to reject a rent raise. Why? Because buildings built after 1976 are not subject to rent control.
In other words, choose your apartment well; it may be for life. Because San Francisco landlords raise rents as high as they can whenever there is a vacancy, your next apartment will be unaffordable. (As a tenant, consider joining a tenant union to get this outrageous law changed.)
ACKNOWLEDGED:
_______________________________
Tenant
_____________________
Date
_____________________________
Landlord
_____________________
Date
***
***
Lease Addendum
In January 2004, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors announced that, except in a public safety emergency, even casual verbal discussion between landlord and tenant constitutes harassment of the tenant. Be advised, then, that communication between landlord and tenant shall be through attorneys only.
WARNING:
Earthquakes in San Francisco are commonplace. There is a good chance the building will collapse and kill you.
Landlord does not warrant the building is seismically safe. Tenant rents at his or her own risk!
The building is and probably will always be out of compliance with current building codes for new construction.
Landlord warrants habitability only as per building codes at the time of the building’s construction (100 years ago).
You, as well as other tenants, will be sneaking in new roommates (which the Rent Board has ruled is not grounds for eviction) without landlord approval. Therefore, landlord hereby warns that there are probably psychopaths living in the building. Tenant rents at his or her own risk!
ACKNOWLEDGED AND APPROVED:
_________________________________________
Tenant
___________________
Date
________________________________________
Tenant’s Attorney
____________________
Date
_________________________________________
Landlord
____________________
Date
***
***
Termination of Lease Agreement
Tenant hereby voluntarily terminates his residency. In consideration, landlord agrees to pay a termination fee based on the following San Francisco Buyout Formula:
Market Rent, plus 10 percent, less Current Rent, times 24
Example:
$3,500 market rent
+ $350 (10%) =
$3,850
– $1,500 current rent =
$2,350
x 24 months =
$56,400 Total Buyout
Tenant hereby agrees to hold landlord harmless with respect to any future claim of unjust enrichment or violation of the San Francisco Rent Stabilization and Arbitration Ordinance.
AGREED and ACKNOWLEDGED:
_______________________________
Tenant
_____________________
Date
_______________________________
Landlord
______________________
Date
***
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Cory Morgan: As the Feds Skate Unscathed From Scandal to Scandal, It’s No Wonder Canadians Have Lost Hope for Accountability
[image: Cory Morgan: As the Feds Skate Unscathed From Scandal to Scandal, It’s No Wonder Canadians Have Lost Hope for Accountability]Two people walk toward the Centre Block on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, in a file photo. (The Canadian Press/Sean Kilpatrick)
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Commentary
Canadians are experiencing scandal fatigue with the federal government.
Rather than expressing rage or even annoyance as Prime Minister Justin Trudeau did a new version of his old  Aga Khan private resort vacation debacle, citizens are responding with a resigned shrug of the shoulders. While whiffs of  possible government corruption involving the controversial ArriveCan APP are emerging and federal officials are being suspended, Canadians aren’t even batting an eye. People have given up hoping for accountability as the government continues to skate on, scandal after scandal, without resolution.
When citizens no longer have the will to try and hold their government responsible for its actions, democracy itself is at risk.
Can anybody blame Canadians for their collective exhaustion?
The Chinese Communist Party election interference scandal has been bubbling for over a year now, and yet there has been nothing resembling a thorough investigation and hearing over the matter. The government has delayed, deferred, sidetracked, and obfuscated on the issue to the point where people are starting to forget what even triggered the scandal in the first place.
Many public figures lost careers over the SNC-Lavalin and WE Charity scandals, yet the inner-circle members of the Trudeau government emerged unscathed despite being deeply immersed in both affairs.
Evidence of direct political interference from the Prime Minister’s Office in the investigation into the Nova Scotia mass shootings in 2020 emerged, yet the government somehow managed to avoid a deep investigation into the matter.
Nobody could imagine seeing a literal Nazi being applauded in the House of Commons, yet it happened last fall. While the debacle was a matter of incompetence rather than corruption or malice, it made news around the world and embarrassed the nation.
Nothing seems to change and nobody in positions of leadership appears to ever be held accountable.
A trend just as dangerous as having citizens losing the will to hold the government accountable is a government and its members realizing they can get away with nearly anything with impunity. The arrogance and indifference to concerns about corruption or conflicts of interest being shown by some government members is galling. When MPs on Parliament’s ethics committee tried probing into details of the $84,000 gift given to the prime minister this year in the form of a short stay in an ultra-luxury resort in Jamaica,  Liberal and NDP MPs on the committee circled the wagons and shut down requests for documents.
Nobody expects the prime minister to stay in a Super 8 motel or to fly economy on a commercial airline while on vacation, but people do get concerned when somebody “gifts” him the equivalent of more than the average annual income for most Canadians. It beggars belief that such a contribution wouldn’t come with expectations or strings attached. Even if the whole affair is innocent, it reeks of influence peddling. We will never know, however, as the government will continue to stonewall any efforts to get to the bottom of the issue.
The prime minister’s conspicuous consumption while travelling has upset citizens many times before. Trudeau decided to go surfing during the Truth and Reconciliation holiday of his own creation, and he managed to find a $ 6,000-per-night hotel suite to stay in while attending Queen Elizabeth’s funeral. It makes his words ring rather hollow when he claims to be concerned about the economic hardship many Canadians are suffering right now.
The question must be asked: Does Justin Trudeau not realize how offensive his actions have been for Canadians, or does he know how much he has upset citizens but simply doesn’t care?
Government committees won’t hold the Trudeau government to account, nor will public inquiries. And the courts are of little remedy—even when two of  Trudeau’s key policies have been  found to be unconstitutional, his administration appears to be pushing ahead with those policies anyway.
The only remedy citizens have left will be in a general election, and while current polling indicates the Liberal Party would be decimated if an election were held today, it will probably be close to two years before voters get the chance.
If senior members of the government feel confident they can’t be held accountable for misdeeds until the next election and they feel there is no hope in winning that election, we could be in for more scandals than we ever imagined in the next two years.
Would a plague of scandals increase citizen engagement, though, or would it deepen the apathy and cynicism already taking hold among people?
People need to see an example of accountability soon.
Economic damage from a bad government can be healed. However, the social damage caused by a citizenry that has lost faith in the system could be permanent.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Decentralized Debts Present Big Problems for China
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Commentary
As China faces increasing debt pressures from years of excessive borrowing by consumers, state-owned companies, and local governments to meet central government growth targets, Beijing faces a conundrum of addressing these debt levels with minimal tools.
The manner in which China navigates the governance structure, characterized by centralized directives executed by local cadres, will shape its strategy for addressing not only the debt overhang but also the relationship between the central government and local provinces.
The common perception of China as an authoritarian centralized state captures only part of the reality. The mechanics of government based upon bureaucracy, revenue, and expenditure reveal a relatively decentralized state. As a simple metric, in 2022, the federal government in the United States comprised 74 percent of total public spending. Conversely, in China in 2022, the central government collected 47 percent of total public revenue and was responsible for only 14 percent of total government expenditure. In other words, despite the perception of China as a centralized state, the collection of expenditure of funds for specific needs is highly decentralized.
The money may be spent locally, but Beijing sets the direction. For instance, the annual growth targets set for years at excessively high levels became official guidance in recent years. Beijing would announce the target for provinces and counties, resulting in absurd outcomes where almost every province would report growth about the national growth rate.
This type of central guidance and localized decision-making coupled with authoritarianism, even at the local level, results in perverse outcomes. Every year, when Beijing announces targeted industries, local governments and state-owned banks lavish money on sectors named by officials. This results in a rapid oversupply of money in favored sectors regardless of product quality or expertise as each province and company chasing subsidies tries to enter a previously unknown industry. In 2023 alone, nearly 11,000 semiconductor firms closed, almost all with enormous government backing.
This decentralization of decision-making and centralization of pain manifests itself in other ways. Recent research from Tsinghua University estimated the true level of local government debt at nearly $13 trillion. The researchers suggested that one way for China to deal with this high level of local government debt was for the central government to assume the debt. This is where the centralization of diktats runs into the intractable control of local revenue and expenditure.
While it may sound good in theory to transfer local government debt to a lightly indebted central government, it fails to account for the dynamics of Chinese decentralization. How would the central government in Beijing, which only spends $500 billion a year, be able to service debt of more than $13 trillion? Even with official Chinese government 10-year bond rates at 2.5 percent, this would require the central government to allocate nearly two-thirds of their expenditure just to cover interest payments.
Theoretically, the required changes to solve China’s economic problems are simple. Realistically, they are profound, intractable, and thorny.
A central government lacking the revenue and expenditure base lacks the capacity to absorb any material amount of debt from the local government level, even if the sovereign maintains a low debt to the GDP level. A central government may want to encourage financing to targeted industries. Still, when the banks are state-owned and are told to lend to certain sectors, it creates perverse incentives to lend without restraint and ignore market forces, such as whether the product is good. Local leaders seeking favor with the central government pour resources into projects, whether they have any advantage or expertise, simply to curry favor.
At its core, the centralized decentralization practiced in China represents a failure of authoritarianism. The central government, lacking the funding and personnel to execute its vision, depends on local authorities and leaders to execute their vision. However, local leaders are just authoritarians within their own sphere, lacking the limits of either market discipline or rule law guardrails.
A local leader with nearly unlimited power as a local autocrat in their local region, where the state owns the bank and the major firms that borrow from those banks, and who wants to keep their job or potentially gain a promotion to Beijing, has no reason to adhere to limits on power handed down from Beijing and has every incentive to break those rules to hit targets set by the central government. With accomplishments measured in funding and outputs like bridges, politicians are incentivized to build the infrastructure regardless of financial viability. Coupled with minimal restraints on their local power to accomplish this where they are both the bank and the borrower, there is little Beijing can do absent more fundamental reforms it is unwilling to pursue.
This pattern is so ingrained in Chinese politics that an old proverb describes this behavior: “The mountains are high, and the emperor is far away.” With the Chinese Communist Party leader Xi Jinping cracking down on factions and leaders who do not follow him, even a perfected information machine keeps him far from wayward leaders.
Until China solves the political incentives of authoritarianism, it will be unable to solve its decentralization conundrum. Local leaders learn from the strongest leaders, molding themselves as local authoritarians.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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The Heroism of Guido d’Arezzo
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Commentary
Of all living things, only humans seem to have the drive and capacity for documentation, record-keeping, and writing for the purposes of porting information and wisdom to others with the hope of influencing and binding the future.
We’ve done this since the beginning of recorded history, from cave dwellings to the Code of Hammurabi through the Magna Carta and the Declaration of Independence. The motivation is always the same. The purpose of documentation is to establish a norm for the human community. Art is one way and writing is another. But certain kinds of information have proven more difficult.
Music posed a special challenge. Yes, you can teach a song or a sound to another but how does one harness sound, pitch, and rhythm to convey it to others without a physical demonstration?
There are ancient sources that suggest attempts along the way but not very successful ones. The problem was only solved in the 10th century by one of the most brilliant innovators in history: Benedictine monk Guido d’Arezzo (992—after 1033). His innovation made everything else possible, from Palestrina through Stravinski.
Since ancient times, the teaching of music had been done by a tiny and arrogant cartel of masters. That is because in the first millennium AD, no one could figure out a reliable way to transmit musical ideas except by singing and playing them to each other in person.
In the second millennium, a way emerged: the printed musical staff. It was a form of technology and it laid the foundation for astonishing innovations, beginning with polyphonic music, then symphonic music, then popular music, and the dizzying array of choices of all styles that surround us today.
As with all inventions, the invention of the musical staff came in stages. There were viable attempts at writing music from the 6th to the 9th century, which, to people like me, look no more revealing than chicken scratch.
Then there was a breakthrough. Guido d’Arezzo invented a written system of notes and staffs, and also the organization of scales that allowed for teaching and writing music. Without his contribution, the streaming music you hear on your smartphone and YouTube would not likely exist.
Consider the technical feat that Guido undertook. Imagine a world without printed music. How would you go about conveying a tune in printed form? It’s one thing to render words on paper in a way that others can read them. But what about music? It floats in the air and resists having a physical presence at all.
Guido proposed a system with lines and scales that precisely illustrates for the eye what the voice is to sing. He took known information about where half steps and whole steps are in the Western scale (which can be rendered mathematically) and marked them on lines. The clef sign he used to show where the half step is, and the rest of the scale follows from that.
Essentially, he created a physical map of sound space. The rhythms were already in an innovative stage, so he displayed those on the staff. We had precision for the first time.
Guido adapted an existing song to illustrate the scale: Ut Queant Laxis, a hymn to St. John the Baptist, who was then considered the patron saint of singers. On the first syllable of each ascending note, the words were Ut, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol—the very foundation of music pedagogy to this day: do, re, mi, etc., as you know from the song in “Sound of Music.”

His innovation was a beautiful integration of art and science. But it was more than that. Since ancient times, the teaching of music had been controlled by a tiny and arrogant cartel of masters. The choir master ruled the monastery, determining the talent hierarchy and position of every singer within it.
You had to sing exactly as they instructed you. If they weren’t around, you were stuck. They held the monopoly. To become a master of music, you had to study under one of the greats, and then receive the blessing to become a teacher yourself, overcoming the masters’ interest in limiting their numbers. You’d have to be sycophantic to even get your foot in the door.
Guido had become seriously annoyed at the chant master cartel and the power it exercised. He wanted the chant to be freed and put into the hands of everyone both inside and outside the monastery walls.
For this reason, his first great project was a notated Antiphoner, a book of melodies. He wrote:
“For, in such a ways, with the help of God I have determined to notate this antiphoner, so that hereafter through it, any intelligent and diligent person can learn a chant, and after he has learned well part of it through a teacher, he recognizes the rest unhesitatingly by himself without a teacher.”
He goes further. Without a written form of music, “wretched singers and pupils of singers, even if they should sing every day for a hundred years, will never sing by themselves without a teacher one antiphon, not even a short one, wasting so much time in singing that they could have spent better learning thoroughly sacred and secularly writing.”
As a result of his innovation, you might think he would have been celebrated. Instead, his monastery in Pomposa, Italy tossed him out into the snow at the urging of the chant masters who wanted to maintain their power. The problem was that elite musicians resisted his attempt to democratize knowledge and skill.
Legend has it that he then went to the Pope, who was very impressed at his innovation and gave him a letter of support. With the letter in hand, he went to the Bishop of Arezzo, who took him in so that he could continue his preaching and his work.
This story illustrates a general pattern in the history of technology. There are those who believe that innovation is for everyone and ought to be accessible to all—that everyone should be permitted to have access to the forms and structures that make for progress. This side loves technical innovation not for its own sake but in the service of great goals.
Then there is the other side, which is reactionary, hates change, wants to reserve technical forms to a tiny elite, fears freedom, detests the idea of human choice, and advances a kind of Gnosticism over technical forms, which are to remain the private preserve of the elite who appoint each other and operate as a kind of guild. This Gnostic guild wants to guard and exclude and privatize, and the people are ultimately their enemy.
This perspective hearkens back to the ancient world where priests served the throne, and sparingly handed out religious truth to the masses based on what they believed they should know in the service of their agenda. One can detect these two tendencies from all ages. Especially in our times.
A millennium later, Guido’s innovation is still with us! Now, here is a paradox. Though his innovation was revolutionary, he was a “conservative” by temperament. He favored the chant, and the preservation of the chant, and didn’t have much affection even for part writing; that is, more than one sound sounding at a time.
Indeed, it’s rather amusing that in his last book on music, he nowhere mentions the existence of early multi-part music, though it had become very popular by the time of his death. He must have thought of it as corrupt and decadent, the way some people think of the latest pop music today.
His personal goal was preservation. But the social effect was to dramatically upset the status quo, cause tremendous professional upheaval, inspire even more innovation, and ultimately make the world a more beautiful place. He did not experience a life reward for this but he fundamentally changed the historical trajectory of music forever.
What lessons can we draw? The status quo is often dominated by cartels that hold us back to methods, strategies, and presumptions that benefit elites rather than common people. Breaking out of that requires genius but also can make you a target of the establishment.
Certainly Elon Musk knows this but also many medical doctors, canceled theorists and practitioners, and writers of all sorts have had hell visited upon them for dissenting from the ways of the elites.
The salient fact of our times is the egregious failure of the elites to do the very thing they promised: give us health, security, and protection from danger. They were granted a free hand to manage the whole world and they made of their opportunity a huge disaster. Meanwhile, the dissidents pushing early treatments, human rights, free speech, and different ways generally have been punished.
The example of Guido d’Arezzo reveals the reason why the dissidents must continue their work. They have the future to win.
From the Brownstone Institute
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Americans Continue to Walk Away From Both Parties
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Commentary
Since 1990, Gallup has been asking respondents a straightforward question: “In politics, as of today, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat, or an independent?” Gallup asks the question several times each year, and at the end of the year averages their findings for that year. Gallup’s most recent summary found that 43 percent of respondents identified as independents and 27 percent with each of our two major parties. That ties the previous high annual average in 2014.
This is just the latest data point confirming a trend that has been in place since the early 1950s, when nearly 90 percent of Americans identified with one of the two legacy parties. In 2006, more Americans identified as independents than with either of the parties for the first time. Since then, alienation from the two parties has accelerated.
Most of the recent defections have been from the Democratic Party, probably reflecting President Biden’s unpopularity. There was a similar erosion of Republican support during Donald Trump’s presidency. Generally, around a presidential election, support for the two parties firms up as voters begin to focus on their choices. But the long term trend could not be clearer. Americans are gradually walking away from both parties.
Many, if not most, people are doing so for an obvious reason. The positions of neither party represent the large swath of voters who want moderate solutions to the problems facing the country. The partisans have attempted to belittle those who advocate for moderate solutions as being wishy-washy and not standing for anything. Not so. They just do not agree with the extreme solutions advocated by the two incumbent parties.
Take abortion as an example. We have one party that wants to ban it completely or allow very narrow exceptions. The other party wants women to have a completely unfettered right to have an abortion at any time. But the polling has shown for decades that about 70 percent of Americans believe that a woman should have an unrestricted right to have an abortion until about 12–15 weeks of pregnancy, but after that needs to have a compelling reason to do so. And that consensus holds across all demographic groups.
The same is true on virtually every so-called divisive issue. A plurality, if not an outright majority, of Americans want common-sense, moderate policies. They want a strong national defense, economic policies that encourage well-paying jobs—not handouts—and a reasonable social safety net. They are not isolationists but also do not want to be the world’s policeman.
But because we have ceded control of our elections to the two incumbent parties and allowed them to shamelessly gerrymander voting boundaries, their primary voters control the outcome in most jurisdictions. As a result, most elected officials do not give a tinker’s damn about what most people want, but instead only what their primary voters want. And they are too busy virtue signaling to those voters to actually address the problems and issues our country faces.
Since 1980, Gallup has been asking people, “In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in the United States at this time?” Through the early 2000s, about half the American people averaged as saying they were satisfied, with noticeable drops around recessions. But since about 2005, that has fallen into a range of about 20 percent–30 percent. Americans have been particularly gloomy since the onset of the pandemic, averaging just below 20 percent. I do not think it an accident that their dissatisfaction coincides with the rise of extreme partisanship.
Pollster Frank Luntz has been asking his focus groups for some time: “Do you agree with the statement, ‘I am as mad as hell and I am not going to take it anymore.’” Recently, 72 percent of participants have been saying that they agree with that statement, which is the highest since Luntz has been asking the question.
I have no idea what is going to happen in the 2024 election, but I am sure it is going to be a you-know-what show. And regardless of the outcome, I suspect that the spectacle is going to be so abhorrent to a working majority of the American people that they are going to finally stand up and say they have had enough and demand that the two incumbent parties relinquish their duopolistic stranglehold on our country.
From RealClearWire
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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DEI Destroys Excellence, Military Cohesion at Service Academies
[image: DEI Destroys Excellence, Military Cohesion at Service Academies]Incoming plebes (freshmen) take part in their Oath of Office Ceremony during Induction Day at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., on June 29, 2023. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)



By Bruce Fleming
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





This is an excerpt from Bruce Fleming’s new book, “Saving Our Service Academies” (Post Hill Press).
Applicants who self-identified as a member of a race the Academy wished to privilege—at the time I was on the Admissions Board it was African American, Hispanic, and Native American—were briefed separately to the committee not by a white member but by a minority Navy lieutenant. Briefings (a minute and forty seconds per applicant, no more) ran through a number of factors quite quickly and offered a recommendation that we had been told was appropriate: “qualified” for USNA if grades A/B for white applicants (but not minorities, who needed only C grades), 600 score in each part of the SAT for white applicants (but about 550 for minorities who come to USNA without remediation), and Whole Person Multiple (points given for grades/tests, school leadership positions, and sports) of at least 55,000 for whites, no bottom for minorities.
This is aside from the fact that 20 percent of the class could be sent to the remedial, taxpayer-supported prep school for a year, also with no minimum for scores. Other possible recommendations included a year at a civilian prep school that the Naval Academy Foundation pays for, where they also do a thirteenth year (the profile for this was white lacrosse players, not black football players), and USNA “pool,” a sort of wait list for nonrecruited whites, who typically weren’t tracked to NAPS or Foundation schools. The athletic department offered its list of recruits that were invariably deemed “qualified” no matter how low in scores, because many if not most to go to NAPS and only a few to USNA directly.
Race in America is a complex question that we have no silver bullet for. We’d like to see everybody playing happily in the academic sandbox together, as well as elsewhere in society at large. However, in academic institutions with limited places, we have a problem—especially at an institution touted for academic rigor and that taxpayers fund for one specific job. Blacks, on average, consistently score lower than whites (who score lower than Asians) on standardized tests. The choices are simple. If you want students who look a certain way but tend to score lower than others, you accept the lower scores and stop talking about your standards. Or you go with the class that can meet these standards and stop talking about the way they look. The Naval Academy tries to square the circle by both bragging about its standards and letting in half the class to lower standards. No wonder they were furious that I pointed this out. All educational institutions have this problem to some degree; the academies are just worse than others. And in 2023, the Supreme Court said we’re legal in doing so, whereas all others are not.
I’ve had some brilliant black students over three decades, and quite a few really nice ones. I’ve taught classes at both ends of our ability spectrum—our honors classes and our remedial precollege English classes, which are almost all filled with black and Hispanic students, most of whom have just come from the remedial, taxpayer-funded thirteenth grade at the prep school. I usually love them as people, and the warmth I show them usually melts the ice when they heard they got Professor Fleming, the one who “hates the football team.” I don’t hate the football team. I just don’t think we should be recruiting them to play Division I, which takes up slots better all-around qualified candidates (like your kids?) could have filled. But they got the offer, and here they are, so I’m going to give it my all, and hope to inspire them to do the same.
Some of the African American kids are the most disappointed of all. One brilliant young woman from New York City announced in my office some years ago, “I should have gone to Howard.”
“Why?” I said.
“Because I am so tired of being stereotyped as black,” she said. “In New York nobody is anything. But here they want me to join the gospel choir. I can’t sing. And I hate this channeling of the black kids so the administration looks good.”
“Yeah,” I said. “It’s a problem. But don’t give up. Just be you.”
“Hmmm,” she said. “Hard at this place.”
“Tell me about it,” I said.
In 2021, the Academy issued a Diversity and Inclusion Strategic Plan whose lead picture has a black male midshipman standing as Brigade Commander in front of a phalanx of white males. A former military instructor in the History Department and USNA graduate J.A. Cauthen, in an article entitled “The US Naval Academy is Adrift” objects—and it’s hard to disagree with him that this plan “will erode the competency of future officers and imperil our national security.”
He quotes the plan as saying that the Naval Academy “will develop a diversity and inclusion checklist and schedule to inventory and assess all academic classes and training events,” something I saw beginning as I was being forced out of the classroom. It will “partner with Academic Departments in conducting comprehensive curriculum review prioritizing the inclusion of marginalized scholarship and hidden histories within midshipmen education.” And he asks a question relevant to my situation: “What will be the fate of those who will not comply, given their belief in, and right to, academic freedom?”
I can answer that question already. Academic freedom doesn’t exist at Annapolis. And those who do not repeat the party line unquestioningly, such as (um, yes) your humble correspondent, will be relentlessly pursued and fired. Cauthen goes on with his quote: The Naval Academy “will develop a confidential process for reporting bias incidents”—for what it calls “nonpunitive informational purposes” to “identify areas for potential additional training.” My experience suggests that “nonpunitive” is bunkum. Indeed, Cauthen points out that all of this comes with the whip hand of the UCMJ and quotes Article 917 as saying that “Any person subject to this chapter who uses provoking or reproachful words or gestures toward any others person subject to this chapter shall be punished as a court-martial may direct.”
All this comes with something called the DPE Program, Diversity Peer Educator Program, including a confidential system to report “bias incidents.” I’ve seen it all before with sexual assault training. And he asks: “Will a DEI agenda propagating woke ideology prepare future leaders to wage and win wars against our enemies? Those who believe so are either blind or worse.” But of course, the service academies have long since moved on from preparing leaders to wage and win wars. Now they’re about enforcing by military rather than constitutionally permitted means (even against civilians) the obsessions of a certain sector of society.
Over the course of my decades teaching literature, I’ve had to answer these questions:
What’s the point of reading (say) Shakespeare? Or Toni Morrison? Is the point different for future officers than for anybody else? If so, how? I don’t think the point is to check the box through reading works by someone of a certain skin color or sexual orientation. There has to be a higher purpose. But teaching everything according to categories of race, gender, and sexual orientation is what has supplanted sexual assault training as topic A at Annapolis: hiring and teaching courses in gay, Latino/a, and African American literature focused on the experiences of recent immigrants to the exclusion of almost everything else, usually to emphasize how tough they had it. For example, two out of three upper-level senior seminars English majors could choose from in Spring 2023 were “The Queering of the Renaissance” and “Queer Communities in Film and Literature.” We have courses in post-colonial studies, African American studies, and Native American Studies, and a “diversity” requirement. I guess we’re really with the Zeitgeist!
Recent hiring emphasizes minority racial and sexual-orientation groups. And now the faculty get relentless “training” in DEI with newly hired administrators to enforce the rules—Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. In our English Department, there is now a faculty committee to vet faculty syllabi to ensure that an acceptable number of works about and by nonwhite authors are taught. It’s all intensely political, and usually with an edge of resentment: our kind didn’t get or don’t have as much as your kind! In fact, these kinds of resentment studies have nothing to do with being a good officer. Having a sense of what separates people, sure. How about what unites them? And if you as an officer see yourself as radically different from people with a different skin color—and groups of your subordinates with different skin colors as lacking a common goal—military cohesion is torn asunder. This is military suicide, shooting ourselves not merely in the foot but in the head. How about we emphasize commonality and deal with difference as it comes up rather than assuming it? It’s insulting to say “I see that you have a different skin color, so I can tell you we have little in common”—aside from destructive of military cohesion.
From RealClearWire
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Big Pharma’s Dirty Marketing Schemes Exposed
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Commentary
In most countries, Big Pharma is not allowed to advertise vaccines and prescription medicines direct to consumers, and advertising of over-the-counter medicines is tightly regulated.
That’s not a problem for Pharma. There are plenty of other workarounds to promote drugs without direct ad spend.
You can lobby governments to recommend and even mandate your drugs. Smooth operators can wrangle government spending of public funds to advertise Big Pharma products, which were also purchased with public funds at jacked-up prices. Expect strong support for this tactic from the advertising industry, which stands to win lucrative government contracts to push Pharma products.




Another less conspicuous tactic is to co-opt the news media to market your product for you. The process is quite straightforward and relatively cheap, as demonstrated in this local news article from the regional Bay Post/Moruya Examiner, “Festive warning as poll reveals lax COVID-19 attitudes.”
1. Pharma Pays for Market Research
2. Pharma Crafts Results Into Press Release Urging Take Up of the Target Product, Forwards to News Syndicator
Ideally, the press release does not appear on Pharma’s regular media page, as it’s important that this looks like organic news coming from a trusted news source, not the marketing campaign that it is.3. News Syndicator Lightly Edits Press Release, Publishes as News

Quotes from experts obliquely recommending the product should be inserted. This can be done either at stage #2 or #3. Use framing as a device to minimise the appearance of experts and media being seen to overtly give health advice or push Pharma products. Frame low vaccination uptake as a problem, followed by experts calling on the public to “take precautions” (i.e., the solution), accompanied by images of vaccination (i.e., precaution/solution).
4. Local News Outlets Republish Syndicated Article as Local News

Voila! A plethora of advertorials disguised as “local news” for the small price of conducting a public poll. This format is adaptable to all major industries—Big Energy, Big Agriculture, Big Food, and so on. Like mRNA tech, just plug and play.
Combined with blanket indemnity on secret purchase agreements with governments to the value of billions of dollars, this is quite the business model.
Originally published on the author’s Substack, reposted from the Brownstone Institute
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Javier Milei on Socialism and Statism
[image: Javier Milei on Socialism and Statism](Illustration by The Epoch Times, Getty Images, Freepik, Shutterstock)



By Jeffrey A. Tucker
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





Commentary
The managers of the World Economic Forum (WEF) think they are pretty clever. Under fire and pilloried the world over for pushing a “great reset” that no normal people want, they imagined that they would do a limited hangout this year.
They made the main theme “pandemic planning” (I hope that by now you know what that really means) but invited a group of high-profile dissidents to join them in the fun and frolic. Maybe people will see the group as inclusive and diverse, and maybe the guests can be co-opted.
So among the invitees are Kevin Roberts of the Heritage Foundation and Javier Milei, the new president of Argentina who is working to dismantle the administrative state in his country. Roberts’ speech was fantastic and deserves a commentary of its own later on.
Milei, too, used his time on stage to drop some wonderful truth bombs on the crowd. His speech went viral the world over. It’s pretty hilarious to watch the ghoulish Klaus Schwab introducing him. You can also listen in English.
Milei’s main target was socialism and all those who want to use state power to override the decisions of people in the marketplace. He is an economist so naturally that was his main focus. The enemy of humanity, he declared, is socialism in all its forms. Echoing Ronald Reagan, he said repeatedly that the government is not the solution but the core problem. The answer is always and everywhere free-market capitalism.
The speech contents would have been welcome at any point in the 20th century. Many world leaders need to hear his detailed demographic demonstration of the prosperity that came with free markets and how they seriously improved the lot of everyone for two centuries at least. In his view, the idea of socialism is the enemy of a prosperous society and therefore must be rejected. He went further to say that all varieties of socialism threaten fundamental values of the West.
It was a very powerful speech in every way. It seemed in many ways to be directed at political enemies in Argentina, who even at this late date flirt with old-fashioned socialist ideas. The central one concerns collective ownership of the means of production. That idea stands completely discredited, simply because there is no such thing as collective ownership of the means of production. In practice, that means the state owns all things and has all power, which is invariably abused.
But there is something else you need to know about how it could have landed in Davos, Switzerland, to the gathered crowd. I’m sure there are old-fashioned socialists there and they were probably squirming throughout. But that does not constitute the main thinking here. What the WEF stands for now is not old-fashioned socialism. If you read the website and the books, you will find no argument with making money, with private enterprise, and with profits. On the contrary, they love all that stuff.
The official ideology of the WEF is different. The Great Reset is not about old-fashioned socialism. It is about techno-corporatism, a merger of business, state, and philanthropy to set the world on the course of a new form of central planning. They love it when big business makes money, but they are completely against the fair playing field of competitive markets. They believe they know what works—corporate cartels, techno-domination, central planning in resource use and the whole of life—and want to use the state to impose it.
They want to replace oil, ranching, property ownership, and free speech, with sunbeams, bug eating, renting, and controlled everything. Theirs is a special variety of central planning.
It’s crucial that we understand: this is not Marxism as it was understood a century ago. It has more in common with corporate fascism of a distinctly 21st-century sort. It’s a new form of totalitarian thinking that is not easily debunked by tracts against collective ownership. That’s what makes the WEF different from the old socialist international. They want private property and enterprise provided it serves the elites above all else.
Both the state (national and global) and large corporations have learned from experience that they need each other. Private profitability works better in cooperation with political power, and political power is more effective when it is outsourced to enterprise. This is why you have so many captured regulatory agencies and captured corporations. It’s hand in glove and which is the hand and which is the glove can be elusive. They are working together. That’s how you get situations in which companies like Pfizer and Moderna are so influential in destroying the world.
To be sure, there is a way to understand the term socialism in a method that is inclusive of techno-bio-fascism. After all, the Nazis were in fact national socialists. They hated the universalism of the old Leninist variety and instead wanted a more Prussian-style unity of business, state, church, and wealth in general. As Mussolini put it: “All within the state, nothing outside the state, nothing against the state.” Add a major dollop of techno-enthusiasm and transhumanist utopianism and you have WEF ideology in a nutshell.
This is why I fear that Milei’s main message did not necessarily come across as a devastating rebuke to those who are present, contrary to what many are claiming. Many there believe that they like free enterprise. They just wanted it directed toward a particular purpose.
To be sure, he came close:
“I know, to many it may sound ridiculous to suggest that the West has turned to socialism, but it’s only ridiculous if you only limit yourself to the traditional economic definition of socialism, which says that it’s an economic system where the state owns the means of production. This definition in my view, should be updated in the light of current circumstances.
“Today, states don’t need to directly control the means of production to control every aspect of the lives of individuals. With tools such as printing money, debt, subsidies, controlling the interest rate, price controls, and regulations to correct so-called market failures, they can control the lives and fates of millions of individuals.
“This is how we come to the point where, by using different names or guises, a good deal of the generally accepted ideologies in most Western countries are collectivist variants, whether they proclaim to be openly communist, fascist, socialist, social democrats, national socialists, Christian Democrats, neo-Keynesians, progressives, populists, nationalists, or globalists. Ultimately, there are no major differences. They all say that the state should steer all aspects of the lives of individuals.”
For this reason, I personally would have liked Milei to elaborate more on the implications of the idea of freedom for issues like medical freedom, pandemic management, censorship, educational choice, energy production, the freedom of association, the right of self-defense, and the rights of the people against the administrative state. These are the main battles we in the United States—plus the commonwealth countries and all of Europe—face today. This is the main battle of our times.
There are two main threats to liberty classically understood, and they come from the “left” but also from the “right.” All countries today face both. This is why the term “statism” is probably a better description of the real problem. This is the belief that an elite with resources, power, and supposed intelligence should be the primary source of social and economic management. Statism has taken many forms: yes socialism but also fascism, theocracy, technocratic central planning, and primitivist millenarianism, and many more besides.
If you take a look back at Ludwig von Mises’s great treatise “Socialism” (1922), you will see that he hits far more than Marxian communism. He tackles corporatism, welfarism, health-care redistributionism, and all other forms of ruling-class privilege over the aspirations of regular people. His attack was in fact surprisingly broad and inclusive of all forms of statism. If you define socialism that way, Milei’s broadside was bang on but my worry is that these people can easily say to themselves: he didn’t mean me!
What’s more amusing to me is the WEF’s attempted “limited hangout” of inviting certain dissident statesmen and intellectuals to their party. The presumption there is that by including these people, they can avoid the criticism that they have created an elite bubble and then reward their biggest enemies with perks and privileges that will defang their opposition in the future. They want the opposition co-opted. This is how truly intelligent institutions operate.
Based on the text of Milei’s speech, and that of Kevin Roberts too, it doesn’t really seem to be working as planned but we shall see.
As satisfying as this speech is, it’s going to take far more than rhetoric to defeat the enemy at hand. It is going to require active measures to deconstruct the whole of the administrative state all over the world, especially the globalists who believe that they are riding high right now and have no intention of giving up their power. We are just at the beginning of this process, and getting to the end requires far more intellectual and political sophistication than it took to defeat Bolshevism and Nazism.
After all, people like Bill Gates, Jeff Bezos, Klaus Schwab, and Anthony Fauci are not communists. They are apostles of the global administrative state. That is a beast different from that built by Marx and Lenin. It’s a 21st-century goliath and it is more threatening to the West than anything we’ve yet faced.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Canada’s Productivity Problems Are Deeply Rooted
[image: Canada’s Productivity Problems Are Deeply Rooted]The flags of provinces and territories are displayed before a question period with premiers on the final day of a meeting of Canada's premiers in Victoria, B.C., on July 12, 2022. (The Canadian Press/Chad Hipolito)
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Commentary
Canada’s relatively weak productivity is one of the most discussed but least resolved economic problems confronting Canadians. The problem is often attributed to inadequate investment, insufficient competition, internal trade barriers, and many other possibilities.
The problem is real: Canadian productivity is the second lowest in the G7, expressed in terms of GDP per hour worked. Canada’s productivity is about 75 percent of the United States level.
The most important single cause of the problem is likely one that is rarely linked to it. It is Canada’s massive system of regional subsidies.
In 2021, the Fraser Institute described how remarkably large these subsidies are, mainly from taxpayers in Alberta and Ontario.
Taxpayers from contributing provinces provide about $6,900 per person per year to support the people of Atlantic Canada and $3,700 to Manitobans. The per-person transfer to Quebec is about $1,500 annually.
These amounts were identified by dividing the difference between federal revenues and expenditures in each jurisdiction by the population of each.
The economic consequences of these subsidy arrangements are much worse than is usually acknowledged. The federal spending deficit in Atlantic Canada in 2019, the last pre-COVID year, was $16.6 billion compared with an overall national deficit of $14 billion for that year.
If federal revenues and expenditures were balanced in Atlantic Canada, there would not have been a federal deficit at all.
The link to productivity is also evident. Manitoba, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and P.E.I. all have lower labour productivity than Ontario and Alberta.
This means that Canada’s fiscal arrangements involve large funding flows, each year and each decade, from regions with relatively positive productivity performances to others that are relatively weaker.
The scale of the problem is only part of the story.
Many decisions relating to this system are uninformed. Federal legislators are not exposed to much of it because the many regional subsidies built into programs other than equalization have never been described to the public or legislators.
This is why, by most measures, Ontario has the least accessible provincial programming of all provinces. There are also some program areas in Alberta that have less accessibility than in recipient jurisdictions.
The metrics necessary to manage this system are lacking, which is the reason its implications for productivity and program accessibility are not understood in Ottawa.
There are clear signs of the negative impact of federal subsidies on economic development and productivity in Atlantic Canada and Manitoba.
For fifty years, the Atlantic Provinces and Manitoba have relied on massive federal spending as the primary driver of economic development and productivity improvement.
However, after all these years, the ranking relative to other provinces of the Atlantic Provinces and Manitoba, in terms of productivity and income, has changed little.
The economies of these jurisdictions lack dynamism, in part because of weak productivity.
For example, only two of the 425 fastest-growing companies in Canada are in the Atlantic region. There should be about 25 of these companies if they were present in relation to the region’s share of Canada’s population.
The impact of sixty years of subsidizing others is very evident in Ontario.
Over the years since the principal subsidy elements were put in place, Ontario’s productivity, at one time comparable to leading U.S. states, has steadily slipped and it is now behind all of them. Ohio’s per capita GDP is now 27 percent higher than in Ontario.
The effects on Alberta are different but also negative. There is a substantial sense of alienation in the province.
To some extent, this is caused by concern about large financial flows coming from the province and the lack of any reasonable metrics to judge the impact of these on Alberta’s productivity and prospects.
Many steps could be taken to reduce the negative impact of Canada’s regional subsidies on productivity and economic performance.
Population needs—not considered in determining equalization payments—could and should be a part of the calculation of equalization entitlements, as it is in Australia.
The federal and other provincial governments could insist on external reviews of economic problems in Atlantic Canada and Manitoba with the explicit goals of achieving national levels of productivity within ten years and dramatically reducing federal regional spending deficits in the same time frame.
Continued provision of some regional subsidies could be made conditional on much greater co-operation among recipient jurisdictions including the aggressive development of shared services to reduce program costs.
It could also be made conditional on the elimination of internal trade barriers.
In conclusion, it is important to change a system that damages productivity and national unity by, as noted previously, taking from Peter to pay Paul so that Paul can have greater access to provincial programming than Peter.
A system with this characteristic should not be a cornerstone of the federation but unfortunately, it is. Changing it is in the interests of all Canadians.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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New Biden Labor Dept. Rule Likely to Hurt Millions of Small Businesses, Independent Contractors
[image: New Biden Labor Dept. Rule Likely to Hurt Millions of Small Businesses, Independent Contractors]The U.S. Department of Labor Building in Washington, D.C., on March 26, 2020. (Alex Edelman/AFP via Getty Images)
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Commentary
Some 99 percent of American companies are small businesses, and 100 percent of businesses started out small, but a recently finalized rule from the Biden administration’s Labor Department will make it harder for small businesses to start, grow, and succeed.
As of last May 1, a White House news release pointed out, “Young firms, which often start small with few employees, are a driving force in job creation.” That’s been particularly true since the COVID-19 pandemic, as small businesses with fewer than 50 employees have accounted for a growing share of new jobs.
But a new Biden administration rule that significantly restricts the ability of businesses to hire contractors (also known as independent workers, freelancers, or gig workers) will instead drive out small-business job creation.
That’s because small businesses rely heavily on contractors, both to help them grow and to maintain day-to-day operations. But the new rule significantly restricts the ability for companies to hire contractors.
Businesses with four or fewer employees use 6.7 contractors, on average. That’s how they compete with bigger companies and how they expand over time.
Imagine a small landscaping company that has three employees and contracts with a half-dozen others for services, such as tree removal, stonework, and lighting installation.
If the company owner had to treat those contract workers as formal employees, he would have to be in charge of, and liable for, the work they perform (even though he’s not an expert in, and does not supervise, their services); would have to restrict their hours; and provide various employee benefits and tax payments.
Under the Labor Department’s recently finalized rule that’s scheduled to take effect March 11, at least some of the factors specified in the rule would signal that these landscape service contractors should instead be treated as employees.
Since it’s unlikely that the owner could provide those contractors with enough work and because they likely want to have control over their work, it’s likely that the owner would have to cut ties with those contractors and stop offering their services.
But offering fewer services will make it harder to compete with bigger companies who have the scale and resources to employ specialized workers in-house.
The more restrictive definition of independent contracting is likely to hurt not just small businesses, but their current employees as well. For example, one of the easiest ways for companies to provide paid family leave to employees with minimal disruptions is to hire independent contractors to fill in for them. But under the new rule, performing work that’s integral to the employer’s business indicates employee status, which would make it more difficult and costly to provide paid family leave.
The administration estimates that its rule will affect 35 percent of businesses, or 2.8 million in total, that engage with independent contractors, but that’s almost certainly an underestimate. A 2021 survey by Gusto, a provider of payroll and human resources services used by more than 200,000 small and medium-sized businesses, found that 62 percent of businesses said that their company’s success was dependent on independent contractors or that it would be much harder to have a profitable business without independent contractors, and 90 percent of businesses said they plan to maintain or increase their use of contractors in the future.
In addition to constraints the rule will place on small businesses’ use of contractors, the rule is utterly confusing and ambiguous. While big businesses often have lawyers and “compensation, benefits, and job specialist analysts” to interpret the 106-page rule and try to determine the status of each of their employees and contractors, it will be far more difficult and costly for small businesses to attempt to understand and comply with the rule.
Whereas the current rule requires businesses to look at just two core factors in most cases—the business’s control over the work and the worker’s opportunity for profit or loss—the proposed rule contains six factors, as well as multiple (and potentially conflicting) factors within factors.
Moreover, whereas the current rule prioritizes two core factors, the new rule ensures subjectivity and confusion by specifying that “no one factor or subset of factors is necessarily dispositive.” In other words, there’s no way for employers to know whether they’ve made the appropriate determination unless they’re charged with improperly classifying workers and have to defend their rationale.
Even then, reasonable-minded investigators of worker-classification violations could come to different conclusions depending on the weight they apply to each factor.
Already, Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.) introduced a Congressional Review Act, or CRA, to repeal the new independent contractor rule, but to take effect, that CRA would presumably require enough votes to override a presidential veto.
To provide a permanent and comprehensive solution, including much-needed clarity on independent contractor status, Congress should establish a bright-line and consistent test to unambiguously determine who is an “employee” and who is an “independent contractor.”
That definition should be the same across employment, tax, labor, pension, and health care laws. Where ambiguity exists, the choice should be left to workers and employers to decide their preferred status.
The 21st Century Worker Act would provide such clarity and consistency across federal law while prioritizing the freedom and opportunities for millions of small businesses and tens of millions of independent workers to run their businesses and earn their livelihoods in the ways that work best for them.
Reprinted by permission from The Daily Signal, a publication of The Heritage Foundation.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/opinion/new-biden-labor-dept-rule-likely-to-hurt-millions-of-small-businesses-independent-contractors-5569267



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


OpinionViewpoints

No Gary Hart Bounce for DeSantis or Haley
[image: No Gary Hart Bounce for DeSantis or Haley]Republican presidential candidates Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (L) and former South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley (R) participate in CNN's GOP presidential primary debate at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa, on Jan. 10, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)
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Commentary
Forty years ago, when Walter Mondale won 49 percent in Iowa’s Democratic caucuses, far ahead of Gary Hart’s 16 percent, the media spotlight nonetheless immediately focused. With the help of a brilliant spot by consultant Ray Strother showing him tossing a hatchet into a tree, Hart went on to win the New Hampshire primary eight days later, 37 percent to 28 percent, and he suddenly became the favorite.
At the time, I thought Mondale’s performance was a more significant story than Hart’s. But only when Mondale, in debate, lampooned Hart’s platform as flimsy by echoing a Wendy’s “where’s the beef?” ad did the former vice president turn the race around, and he cinched the nomination only in the last primaries that June.
If the Hart precedent held this year, Ron DeSantis, with 21 percent of the vote, and Nikki Haley, with 19 percent, should be the focus of media attention in the seven days until the New Hampshire primary and the several weeks until the Nevada caucuses and South Carolina primary. Each trailed President Trump by slightly smaller margins than Hart trailed Mondale.
But unlike Hart, neither outpolled the polls. This cycle’s final iteration of Ann Selzer’s Des Moines Register/NBC News poll showed Donald Trump leading with 48 percent to 16 percent for DeSantis and 20 percent for Haley.
Taking into account the data showing Haley voters with low levels of commitment and the weather forecast of subzero blizzards, Selzer got the numbers and order of finish right: “If turnout is low, it seems to me that a disproportionate share of [Haley’s] supporters might stay at home.” In retrospect, the Associated Press and the networks who were so eager to call the contest early could have done so on the release of Selzer’s poll.
Nonetheless, the prospects for DeSantis and Haley seem dismal compared to those of Hart in 1984.
One reason is that Democratic voters’ ties to Mondale then were not nearly so strong or emotional as Republican voters’ ties to President Trump today. As Jimmy Carter’s in-the-loop vice president, Mondale was universally recognized as experienced (Reagan’s debate line promising not to exploit his “youth and inexperience” wouldn’t have worked otherwise). His impeccable loyalty to Carter impressed moderate Democrats, and his background as a Hubert Humphrey acolyte impressed liberals.
Contemporary Republicans’ responses to President Trump are more visceral and emotional. They see him as a protector of traditional American values against aggressive liberal assaults, against Black Lives Matter followers who would defund police, against transgender advocates who would allow men in women’s bathrooms, against Biden policies that amount to an open southern border.
The record is clear that Trump’s support among Republicans skyrocketed when Democratic prosecutors brought flimsy criminal actions against him. His lead over DeSantis in national polls rose from 15 points when Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg last March 30 brought a charge of fraud (on which no one was defrauded) to 32 points three weeks later, Trump’s exact margin over DeSantis in Iowa this week.
President Trump has been criminally charged for contesting the 2020 election results, something not usually considered criminal, and the Mar-a-Lago prosecution for illegally retaining presidential records in Mar-a-Lago stands in contrast with Democratic prosecutors’ nonindictment of Hillary Clinton for acts far more likely to have exposed American secrets to enemies.
It should not be hard to understand, even for those who find Trump’s persona distasteful, his varying stands on issues mistaken, and his conduct on Jan. 6, 2021, indefensible, why many of his co-partisans believe he is being unfairly treated.
DeSantis’ prospects going forward look dismal. He carried only a handful of precincts in Iowa after campaigning indefatigably in all 99 counties. Many Trump voters have positive feelings toward him, but not as positive as their feelings toward President Trump. His threat to challenge Haley in her home state of South Carolina, which doesn’t vote until Feb. 24, seems hollow. DeSantis’ campaign has been based on steely logic and the facts of his accomplishments in Florida. But in politics, prose can be beaten by even dreadful poetry.
Haley’s prospects don’t look much better. She may well win in New Hampshire, the primary electorate of which includes many non-Republicans and few evangelicals, but her appeal in Iowa was limited to upscale college graduates—the “wine track” Republicans that just barely eked out primary victories for John McCain and Mitt Romney in 2008 and 2012.
But the party is now dominated by “beer track” Republicans, as pollster Patrick Ruffini argues persuasively in his 2023 book “Party of the People: Inside the Multiracial Populist Coalition Remaking the GOP.” And no one back in 1984 paid much attention to the candidate who finished third in Iowa. (I had to look it up: It was George McGovern.)
In 1984, Democrats were vying for the nomination to face Ronald Reagan, who turned 73 two weeks before the Iowa caucuses, whose chief vulnerability seemed to be his unprecedentedly advanced age. Now we have a 77-year-old Republican former president apparently on the way to face the 81-year-old Democratic incumbent. Nineteen days into the new year, the vicissitudes of age seem the only serious threat to the two presidents’ renominations.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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The Hysterical Style in American Politics
[image: The Hysterical Style in American Politics]People walk down 16th Street after “Defund the Police” was painted on the street near the White House in Washington on June 8, 2020. (Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images)
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Commentary
The post-Joe McCarthy era and the candidacy of Barry Goldwater once prompted liberal political scientist Richard Hofstadter to chronicle a supposedly long-standing right-wing “paranoid style” of conspiracy-fed extremism.
But far more common, especially in the 21st Century, has been a left-wing, hysterical style of inventing scandals and manipulating perceived tensions for political advantage.
Or, in the immortal words of former President Barack Obama’s chief of staff, Rahm Emanuel, “Never let a serious crisis go to waste.”
The 2008 economic emergency crested on Sept. 7, with the near collapse of the home mortgage industry.
Obama took office on Jan. 20, 2009, more than four months after the meltdown. In that interim, the officials had finally restored financial confidence and plotted a course of economic recovery.
No matter. The Obama administration never stopped hyping the financial meltdown as if it had just occurred. That way, it rammed through Obamacare, massive deficit spending, and the vast expansion of the federal government. All that stymied economic growth and recovery for years.
In 2016, then-President Donald Trump was declared Hitler-like and an existential threat to democracy.
Amid this derangement syndrome, any means necessary to stop him were justified: the Russian collusion hoax, impeachment over a phone call, or the Hunter laptop disinformation farce.
Eventually, the left sought to normalize the once unthinkable: removing the leading presidential candidate from state ballots and indicting him in state and local courts.
Nothing was off limits—not forging a federal court document, calling for a military coup, rioting on Inauguration Day, or radically changing the way Americans voted in presidential elections.
In October 2017, allegations surfaced about serial sexual predation by liberal cinema icon Harvey Weinstein.
The #MeToo furor immediately followed.
At first, accusers properly outed dozens of mostly liberal celebrities, actors, authors, and CEOs for their prior and mostly covered-up sexual harassment and often assault.
But soon, the once legitimate movement had morphed into general hysteria. Thousands of men (and women) were persecuted for alleged offenses, often sexual banter or rude repartee, committed decades prior.
#MeToo jumped the shark with the left-wing effort to take down conservative Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh. Would-be accusers surfaced from his high school days, 35 years earlier, but without any supporting evidence or witnesses for their wild, lurid charges.
#MeToo hysteria ended when too many liberal grandees were endangered. Most dramatically, former Joe Biden senatorial aide Tara Reade came forward during the 2020 campaign cycle with charges that front-runner Joe Biden had once sexually assaulted her—and was trashed by the liberal media.
The outbreak of COVID-19 in the United States during the winter of 2020 prompted an even greater hysteria.
Without scientific evidence, federal health czars Anthony Fauci and Francis Collins were able to convince the Trump administration to shut down the economy in the country’s first national quarantine.
Suddenly, it became a thought crime to question the wisdom of six-foot social distancing, of mandatory mask wearing, of the Wuhan virology lab’s origin of the COVID virus, or of off-label use of prescription drugs.
Left-wing politicians and celebrities, from Hillary Clinton and Gavin Newsom to Jane Fonda, all blurted out the political advantages that the lockdowns offered—from recalibrating capitalism and health care to ensuring the 2020 defeat of Donald Trump.
The COVID hysteria magically ended when Joe Biden won the 2020 election. Suddenly, the explanations about the bat or pangolin origins of the virus faded. The damage from the quarantines could no longer be repressed. And herd immunity gradually mitigated the epidemic.
The lockdown caused untold economic chaos, suicides, and health crises.
One result was the 120 days of looting, arson, death, destruction, and violence spawned by Antifa and Black Lives Matter in the aftermath of the tragic death of George Floyd while in police custody in May 2020.
Suddenly, a hysterical lie took hold: American police were waging war against black males.
The details around Floyd’s sudden death—he was in the act of committing a felony, resisting arrest, suffering from coronary artery disease and the after-effects of COVID, and being high on dangerous drugs—were off limits.
The riot toll reached $2 billion in property damage, over 35 deaths, and 1,500 injured law enforcement officers. A federal courthouse, a police precinct, and a historic church were torched.
Police forces were defunded. Emboldened left-wing prosecutors nullified existing laws.
Diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) commissars spread throughout American higher education as meritocracy came under assault.
Racial essentialism triumphed. Racially segregated dorms, campus spaces, and graduations were normalized.
Everything from destroying the southern border to dropping SAT requirements for college admission followed.
Sometimes real, sometimes hyped crises lead to these contrived left-wing hysterias—like the January 6 violent “armed insurrection” or the “fascist” “ultra-MAGA” threat.
Otherwise, the progressive movement cannot enact its unpopular agendas. So it must scare the people silly and gin up chaos to destroy its perceived enemies—any crisis it can.
Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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A Modest Proposal
What makes us allow people who are here illegally to run up huge bills at our expense but without our consent? Here’s my suggested solution.
[image: A Modest Proposal]A police officer hands out pizza to dozens of recently arrived illegal immigrants to New York City as they camp outside of the Roosevelt Hotel, which has been made into a reception center, where they try to secure temporary housing on Aug. 1, 2023. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)
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Commentary
Entitlements represent the deepest divide between the two parties, one side always wanting more of them, the other seeing this as the road to ruin. That makes it hard to get a new one enacted, and yet we’re now seeing a vast new entitlement creating itself with neither congressional nor administrative action.
In addition, the people who have created it are the same ones it’s designed to benefit: Citizens of other countries cross our borders illegally, find their way to major cities, deem themselves entitled to free food, free shelter, free transportation, and free medical care, and local jurisdictions then jump to it and provide those benefits, even when the large sums involved break local budgets and result in serious reductions in services to the taxpayers whose money is used to pay for all of this.
If an American citizen travels to Chicago, he’ll have to pay for his own food, medical care, and so on, because the only people who can’t benefit from this new entitlement are the people who pay for it, while the only people who can benefit from it have no legal right to be here.
This sounds like a stand-up comedian’s satire—except that it’s not comedy, it’s lunacy. In New York, children are being deprived of schooling so that illegal immigrants can be housed. What makes us allow people who are here illegally to run up huge bills at our expense but without our consent?
It’s certainly a humanitarian reflex that makes us feel that we can’t let these people starve, or freeze, or suffer without medical help. But in doing this, we have let them shift responsibility for their welfare from themselves, where it belongs, to us, where it doesn’t. They place themselves in danger, but then make us responsible for rescuing them from that danger. And they aren’t restrained in their demands: They’re apt to complain if they think the food or accommodation we give them isn’t up to their standards.
What can we do to return responsibility for their welfare to these people themselves, where it belongs? I have a modest proposal that’s humane while returning us to sanity.
I suggest that states or localities adopt a measure requiring that, as of 30 days from its enactment, no public money may be used to feed, house, transport, or medicate any individual who’s in the United States illegally, except that any such person shall be entitled to a free plane ticket to return to his or her native country.
Under this measure, nobody needs to starve, or freeze, or die of untreated disease. It returns responsibility for their own welfare to the illegal immigrants, where it belongs, but gives them plenty of time to decide how they want to exercise that responsibility. Do they want to go to a state or locality that hasn’t yet enacted such a measure? Or do they want to go home? Their choice. What they can’t do is stay where they are and expect local people to be forced to pay for their upkeep.
The beauty of this measure is that once a particular state (or locality) adopts it, other places that haven’t done so will be under more pressure to do likewise, because as more illegal immigrants crowd into fewer states, those states will be increasingly motivated to follow suit. As millions more illegal immigrants are funneled into those states that are reluctant to act, the citizens of those states will become increasingly insistent that they too should be relieved of this absurd burden that they never asked for. As the conditions for illegal immigrants progressively deteriorate, mass voluntary deportations could result.
By this means America could achieve the resolution to this problem that most sensible people want, but in a humane and decent way that leaves nobody to suffer.
This is such a complete and sensible solution that it probably has no chance of being adopted.

Views expressed in this article are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Closing Prices for Crude Oil, Gold, and Other Commodities (Jan. 19)
[image: Closing Prices for Crude Oil, Gold, and Other Commodities (Jan. 19)](Corona Borealis Studio/Shutterstock)
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Benchmark U.S. crude oil for February delivery fell 67 cents to $73.41 per barrel Friday. Brent crude for March delivery fell 54 cents to $78.56 per barrel.
Wholesale gasoline for February delivery fell 2 cents to $2.16 a gallon. February heating oil fell 3 cents to $2.66 a gallon. February natural gas fell 18 cents to $2.52 per 1,000 cubic feet.
Gold for February delivery rose $7.70 to $2,029.30 per ounce. Silver for March delivery fell 10 cents to $22.71 per ounce, and March copper rose 4 cents to $3.79 per pound.
The dollar fell to 148.19 yen from 148.24 Japanese yen. The euro rose to $1.0893 from $1.0861.
The Epoch Times copyright © 2024. The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors. They are meant for general informational purposes only and should not be construed or interpreted as a recommendation or solicitation. The Epoch Times does not provide investment, tax, legal, financial planning, estate planning, or any other personal finance advice. The Epoch Times holds no liability for the accuracy or timeliness of the information provided.
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How Major US Stock Indexes Fared Jan. 19
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Wall Street returned to record heights and capped a punishing, two-year round trip dogged by high inflation and worries about a possible recession.
The S&P 500 rallied 1.2 percent to surpass its prior all-time high set at the start of 2022. It had dropped as much as 25 percent from that record on worries about much higher interest rates. But inflation has since cooled, the economy has remained out of a recession and the expectation is now for rates to ease.
Tech stocks again helped lead the market, and the Nasdaq composite rose 1.7 percent. The Dow, which set its own record last month, rose 1.1 percent.
On Friday:
The S&P 500 rose 58.87 points, or 1.2 percent, to 4,839.81.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 395.19 points, or 1.1 percent, to 37,863.80.
The Nasdaq composite rose 255.32 points, or 1.7 percent, to 15,310.97.
The Russell 2000 index of smaller companies rose 20.74 points, or 1.1 percent, to 1,944.39.
For the week:
The S&P 500 is up 55.98 points, or 1.2 percent.
The Dow is up 270.82 points, or 0.7 percent.
The Nasdaq is up 338.21 points, or 2.3 percent.
The Russell 2000 is down 6.57 points, or 0.3 percent.
For the year :
The S&P 500 is up 69.98 points, or 1.5 percent.
The Dow is up 174.26 points, or 0.5 percent.
The Nasdaq is up 299.62 points, or 2 percent.
The Russell 2000 is down 82.68 points, or 4.1 percent.
The Epoch Times copyright © 2024. The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors. They are meant for general informational purposes only and should not be construed or interpreted as a recommendation or solicitation. The Epoch Times does not provide investment, tax, legal, financial planning, estate planning, or any other personal finance advice. The Epoch Times holds no liability for the accuracy or timeliness of the information provided.
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Union Files Grievances Against US Steel Over Sale to Japanese Company
In response, US Steel indicated that in its eyes, everything is in order
[image: Union Files Grievances Against US Steel Over Sale to Japanese Company]A worker leaves U.S. Steel Edgar Thomson Steel Works in Braddock, Pa., on March 10, 2018. (Drew Angerer/Getty Images)
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The United Steel Workers Union (USW) has filed grievances against United States Steel Corporation over the pending $14 billion sale to Japan’s Nippon Steel.
The union recently sent a letter to members explaining that it will enforce the successorship clause built into the union’s Basic Labor Agreements.
“The grievance process is designed to resolve disputes internally between US Steel and the USW. The parties may ask arbitrators to get involved if issues cannot be resolved internally,” USW spokesman Tony Montana told The Epoch Times in an email.
The grievances allege that U.S. Steel violated union contracts when it entered into a sale agreement with an affiliate of Nippon Steel Corporation in December.
“We know talk is cheap, especially coming from greedy corporations,” the letter to union members reads. That is why the union negotiated successorship rights into the basic labor agreements, it said.
“These rights are enforceable guarantees that a company seeking to buy our facilities cannot shirk its responsibilities to workers and retirees. Commitments like pensions, profit sharing, capital expenditures, retiree health care and more are all part of the compensation we negotiated in bargaining our contract.”
Any company that wishes to acquire U.S. Steel must have the intent and the financial capacity to honor the contracts, the union said.Company Defends Sale
In response, U.S Steel indicated that in its eyes, everything is in order.
“U.S. Steel complied with its obligations under the Basic Labor Agreements,” a spokesperson for the company told The Epoch Times in an email. “Our USW-represented employees are an integral part of our operations today and in the future, and we look forward to continuing to work together collaboratively.”
The union told members that U.S. Steel did not include the union in its negotiations with Nippon.
“Rather than reaching out to the union, they decided that Nippon Steel North America, a
Houston-based holding company, would assume our labor, pension, retiree, and other agreements,” the letter reads, adding the union did not agree to the arrangement and it has no information about the financial ability of the holding company to stand behind the obligations in the union’s current agreements.
“The USW is prepared to continue this grievance process all the way to its conclusion as we hold management accountable for trying to cash in by selling out American steelworkers and its shocking disregard for our contracts and its dedicated workforce,” the letter reads.Transaction Scrutinized
The sale of U.S. Steel was announced just before Christmas and immediately resulted in bipartisan opposition in Congress over security concerns. Steel has long played an integral role in U.S. Defense as the material used to build ships, tanks, airplanes, and weapons.
The concern is economic, too.
On Jan. 3, the House Labor Caucus and other members sent a letter to President Joe Biden saying the acquisition “appears to deserve serious scrutiny,” and told the administration to use all available tools to ensure comprehensive regulatory review of the deal and its implications for U.S. workers and the nation’s industrial base.
Cleveland-Cliffs in Ohio made a cash-and-share bid for the company in August, valuing U.S. Steel at $7.25 billion. The union had favored that deal, which kept ownership in the United States.
Nippon agreed to keep U.S. Steel’s name and headquarters in Pittsburgh, but it will become a wholly owned subsidiary of Nippon Steel.
In a November 2023 investor relations briefing, Nippon indicated that it intends to make steel where it is needed, saying its global strategy is to abandon the idea of maintaining domestic production capacity by earning marginal profits from exports and to build a system that captures local demand through local production.
Nippon is making moves around the globe. In Early January, Nippon announced it had closed the sale of a minority stake in Teck Resources Limited, a major producer of steelmaking coal.
Teck is based in Vancouver, British Columbia. Nippon takes a 20 percent stake in Teck’s coal business, known as Elk Valley Resources, in exchange for its prior 2.5 percent interest in one of Teck’s coal operations and $1.7 billion in cash. In November, Teck announced the majority of Elk Valley Resources, 77 percent, was being sold to Glencore PLC for $6.9 billion, a Swiss multinational commodity trading and mining company.
The U.S. Steel sale to Nippon is expected to close in the second or third quarter of 2024, but that could be delayed as the company needs approval by U.S. Steel’s shareholders, regulatory approvals, and regulatory review.
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New Cosmetic Surgical Center Opens in Middletown, NY
[image: New Cosmetic Surgical Center Opens in Middletown, NY]SY Aesthetics opened a new 5,500 square-foot surgery center in Middletown, N.Y., on June 16, 2023. (Cara Ding/The Epoch Times)
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A new state-of-the-art surgical center has opened in New York’s Orange County. SY Aesthetics announced its latest expansion located in Middletown, New York’s Shawangunk Mountain region, following the opening of the company’s New York office last April.
“The latest expansion is a testament to our commitment to enhancing the health, happiness, and beauty of our community through exemplary care in the realm of cosmetic and plastic surgery,” according to a press release by the company.
The center, located just off Mohegan Avenue at 14 Jason Place, features a spacious 5,500-square-foot facility where clients can feel comfortable with sophisticated operating rooms furnished with the latest anesthesia equipment. The operating rooms also feature DUO LED lighting for the truer natural appearance of tissue, in addition to a spacious preoperative and recovery suite, offering the highest level of monitored care.
The center is accredited by the American Association for Accreditation of Ambulatory Surgical Facilities, ensuring high standards for patient safety and care.
The surgical team is led by Dr. Jeffrey Yager, a Columbia University alumnus, and Dr. Mrudangi Thakur, an active member of the American Society of Plastic Surgeons, and boasts a highly distinguished crew of highly skilled professionals, including board-certified plastic surgeons with decades of experience.
[image: (L–R) Dr. Jeffrey Yager, Middletown Mayor Joseph DeStefano, Dr. Jingduan Yang, Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther, and Brandon Holdridge, a constituent services specialist from the office of state Sen. James Skoufis at the SY Aesthetics ribbon-cutting ceremony in Middletown, N.Y., on June 16, 2023. (Cara Ding/The Epoch Times)](L–R) Dr. Jeffrey Yager, Middletown Mayor Joseph DeStefano, Dr. Jingduan Yang, Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther, and Brandon Holdridge, a constituent services specialist from the office of state Sen. James Skoufis at the SY Aesthetics ribbon-cutting ceremony in Middletown, N.Y., on June 16, 2023. (Cara Ding/The Epoch Times)


SY Aesthetics offers procedures ranging from facial and neck lifts, eyelid surgery, breast augmentation and reduction, as well as liposuction, to facial enhancements and body contouring. Further procedures also include tummy tucks, fat transfer, excess skin removal, and a variety of non-surgical procedures such as laser treatments.
“We understand that beauty is a holistic experience. That’s why, at SY Aesthetics, we marry advanced surgical techniques with an integrative approach to your well-being that may include nutritional medicine, lifestyle medicine, cosmetic acupuncture, and non-surgical body treatments,” the release adds.
Moreover, the company emphasized its commitment to an education-focused experience, which facilitates resources to help clients choose the right procedure for them, and caters to any aftercare.
[image: Dr. Burko conducts a Tummy Tuck case. (SY Aesthetics)]Dr. Burko conducts a Tummy Tuck case. (SY Aesthetics)


The company is currently offering complimentary consultations and a special 15 percent discount on injectable services including Botox, Xeomin, Juvederm, and others for first-time clients, to celebrate the center’s grand opening.
The company’s mission is to promote a holistic approach to plastic surgery and cosmetic medicine, creating “a world destination for beauty, health, and happiness,” SY Aesthetics states.
For a personalized consultation, call at 845-410-2300 or visit the website syaesthetics.com to book online.
Visit our YouTube channel: youtube.com/@SYAesthetics.
SY Aesthetics’ NYC office: 130 Fort Washington Ave, New York, NY 10032, Tel: 212 543 1700
From NTD News
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Ford to Scale Down EV Production, Transfer Crew to Gas Vehicle Assembly Plant
Ford’s decision came amid reports that electric vehicles are piling up at dealers’ parking lots and more Americans are hesitant to buy electric vehicles.
[image: Ford to Scale Down EV Production, Transfer Crew to Gas Vehicle Assembly Plant]Ford Motor Company's electric F-150 Lightning on the production line at their Rouge Electric Vehicle Center in Dearborn, Mich., on Sept. 8, 2022. (Jeff Kowalsky/AFP via Getty Images)
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Ford Motor Company will transfer some workers from the F-150 Lightning assembly line at Rouge Electric Vehicle Center to another plant for gas-powered vehicles.
“Approximately 1,400 employees will be impacted as the Rouge Electric Vehicle Center transitions to one shift effective April 1. Roughly 700 will transfer to Michigan Assembly Plant and the others will be placed in roles at the Rouge Complex or other facilities in Southeast Michigan, or take advantage of the Special Retirement Incentive Program agreed to in the 2023 Ford-UAW contract,” the company said Friday in a statement.
A third crew will be added to the Michigan Assembly Plant in Wayne with 900 new hires and 700 existing employees from the Rouge Complex in Dearborn.
The company made the move to “meet demand for the popular Bronco and Bronco Raptor and the all-new Ranger and Ranger Raptor.”
The crew at the Michigan Assembly Plant will work seven days a week on two shifts after the transition.
The auto giant said that they’re still confident in electric vehicle’s future “for specific consumers.”
“We are taking advantage of our manufacturing flexibility to offer customers choices while balancing our growth and profitability. Customers love the F-150 Lightning, America’s best-selling EV pickup,” Ford President and CEO Jim Farley said. “We see a bright future for electric vehicles for specific consumers, especially with our upcoming digitally advanced EVs and access to Tesla’s charging network beginning this quarter.”
[image: Ford CEO Jim Farley pats a Ford F-150 Lightning truck before announcing at a press conference that Ford Motor Company will be partnering with the world's largest battery company, a China-based company called Contemporary Amperex Technology, to create an electric-vehicle battery plant in Marshall, Mich., on Feb. 13, 2023. (Bill Pugliano/Getty Images)]Ford CEO Jim Farley pats a Ford F-150 Lightning truck before announcing at a press conference that Ford Motor Company will be partnering with the world's largest battery company, a China-based company called Contemporary Amperex Technology, to create an electric-vehicle battery plant in Marshall, Mich., on Feb. 13, 2023. (Bill Pugliano/Getty Images)


Ford’s decision came amid reports that electric vehicles are piling up at dealers’ parking lots and more Americans are hesitant to buy electric vehicles.
Growth in the global electric-vehicle market is set to slow to 27.1 percent this year as a reduction in state subsidies makes the cars less appealing to buyers, according to research firm Canalys.
The lower subsidies and higher borrowing costs have weighed on demand at companies, including U.S. market leader Tesla, which slashed sticker prices last year.
“Despite a 20% drop in the ASP (average selling price) of EVs in 2023, insufficient product choices and inconvenient charging experience hampered demand, impacting the market growth of EVs,” said Jason Low, principal analyst at Canalys.
In 2024, the North American EV market is expected to grow 26.8 percent, but with the lowest EV penetration rate of 12.5 percent compared with Greater China and Europe, the research firm said.Hertz Dumps EVs for Gas Cars
Rental firm Hertz Global Holdings is selling about 20,000 electric vehicles, including Teslas, from its U.S. fleet about two years after a deal with the automaker to offer its vehicles for rent.
The company will instead opt for gas-powered vehicles, it said on Jan. 11, citing higher expenses related to collision and damage for EVs even though it had aimed to convert 25 percent of its fleet to electric by 2024 end.
CEO Stephen Scherr had last year at the JPMorgan Auto Conference flagged headwinds from higher expenses for its EVs, particularly Teslas.
Hertz even limited the torque and speed on the EVs and offered it to experienced users on the platform to make them easier to adapt after certain users had front-end collisions, he said.
[image: A Hertz Tesla electric vehicle is displayed during the Hertz Corporation IPO at the Nasdaq Market site in Times Square in New York, on Nov. 9, 2021. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters)]A Hertz Tesla electric vehicle is displayed during the Hertz Corporation IPO at the Nasdaq Market site in Times Square in New York, on Nov. 9, 2021. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters)


Hertz also expects about $245 million in charges related to depreciation expenses from the EV sale in the fourth quarter of 2023.
The car rental giant lists more than 700 EVs on sale, including BMW’s i3, Chevrolet’s Bolt, and Tesla’s Model 3 and Model Y SUVs. It is selling some Tesla Model 3s for as low as about $20,000, nearly half the purchase price for the cheapest variant of the compact sedan, its used car website showed.
Analysts expected Hertz’s latest move will press the price of used electric vehicles lower.
“While 20,000 cars isn’t a large number in the total used vehicle market, it does mean Hertz will be taking a major loss on each of these sales while further contributing to the trend of falling used EV values,” iSeeCars.com analyst Karl Brauer said.
Reuters contributed to this report.
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Mississippi Approves $1.9 Billion Electric Battery Plant for Industrial Vehicles
Deal is the second-largest capital investment in the state’s history and will create 2,000 jobs
[image: Mississippi Approves $1.9 Billion Electric Battery Plant for Industrial Vehicles]Tate Reeves speaks to supporters during an election night watch party at The Refuge Hotel & Conference Center, on November 07, 2023 in Flowood, Mississippi. (Photo by Brandon Bell/Getty Images)



By Matt McGregor
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





Mississippi lawmakers have approved a $482 million incentive package, attracting three companies to invest $1.9 billion in building a battery plant for industrial electric trucks in the state’s northern region.
It is the second-largest capital investment in the state’s history, following approval of a $2.5 billion aluminum mill in November 2022.
The battery plant factory will be a venture involving Accelera by Cummins, Daimler Trucks & Buses, PACCAR, and the Chinese-based firm EVE Energy, which holds a 10 percent ownership stake in the plant, according to Mississippi’s Republican governor Tate Reeves.
Mr. Reeves said that the facility, to be built on 500 acres of the Chickasaw Trails Industrial Park in Marshall County along the Tennessee state line, will create 2,000 jobs with an average salary of $66,000.
It is expected to begin operations in 2027.
“I can’t imagine a better way to kick off the new year than with the announcement of the largest payroll commitment and the second-largest capital investment in Mississippi’s history,” Mr. Reeves said. “This historic investment by these industry-leading companies will enshrine our state at the forefront of the automotive industry for years to come and create 2,000 good-paying jobs in the process. Today’s announcement further demonstrates to the world that Mississippi is a top destination for business.”
One of the legislative pieces passed, Senate Bill 2001, which established the ‘Project Poppy Fund,’ authorizes the Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) to disburse $117 million in appropriated funds. This allocation supports the project in addition to the state’s investment of $365 million.
Marshall County Rep. John Faulkner, a Democrat, told the Clarion Ledger that he’s excited to see the project approved, calling it a “game changer.”
“It’s an amazing amount of money,” he said. “I think one of the largest I’ve seen since I’ve been in the legislature, but that goes to show how serious Mississippi is about being open for business.”Concerns Over Chinese Investment
Republican Rep. Trey Lamar addressed concern over the Chinese investment.
“There is a ten percent player, that is the technology player that also I’m sure y’all have heard of,” Rep. Lamar said. “This bill has been vetted extremely well since it was first brought to our attention last week.”
He called the investment a “big deal” that “sends a message to the world” that the state is open for business.
“Are there some foreign components of this bill? Yes, there are,” he said. “We live—whether we like it or not—in a global economy that affects us every single day.
“The fact that companies or business interests outside of the United States are willing to come to the state of Mississippi to invest their money and hire Mississippians at high-paying, high-wage, and advanced jobs of the future says a lot about our state and the hard-working people that we have living here.”
EVE Energy—headquartered in Huizhou, Guangdong—is building lithium battery manufacturing bases throughout Europe and Southeast Asia, according to its website, with distributors located in the UK, Germany, France, Italy, and Russia.EPA’s Call to Reduce Emissions
Jennifer Rumsey, the chief executive officer of Cummins, said the timing of the plant in Mississippi “is intentional,” according to the Wall Street Journal.
“The demand is going to grow as the regulations continue to drive a reduction in emissions,” she said.
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will require diesel engines to reduce their emissions by 80 percent in 2027, the report stated.
In April 2023, the EPA announced Phase 3 of its greenhouse gas emission standards for heavy-duty (HD) vehicles that will be built after 2027.
“The new standards would be applicable to HD vocational vehicles (such as delivery trucks, refuse haulers, public utility trucks, transit, shuttle, school buses, etc.) and tractors (such as day cabs and sleeper cabs on tractor-trailer trucks),” the EPA said.
The agency will apply more standards for HD vehicles that will go into effect in 2028, “with progressively lower standards each model year through 2032.”
“This proposed ‘Phase 3’ greenhouse gas program maintains the flexible structure created in EPA’s Phase 2 greenhouse gas program, which is designed to reflect the diverse nature of the heavy-duty industry,” the agency said.
The EPA’s “Phase 2” program, the agency said, is intended to apply greenhouse gas emission standards to medium and heavy-duty engines and vehicles.
“The final standards are expected to lower CO2 emissions by approximately 1.1 billion metric tons, save vehicle owners fuel costs of about $170 billion, and reduce oil consumption by up to two billion barrels over the lifetime of the vehicles sold under the program,” the agency said.
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Online Furniture Retailer Wayfair to Cut 1,650 Jobs
[image: Online Furniture Retailer Wayfair to Cut 1,650 Jobs]A person holds a smartphone with the logo of US e-commerce company Wayfair Inc. on screen in front of the website in Stuttgart, Germany, on Aug. 28, 2022. (T. Schneider/Shutterstock)
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Wayfair said on Friday it would lay off 1,650 employees, or about 13 percent of its workforce, sending the company’s shares up as much as 15 percent.
The online furniture retailer said the job cuts, which affect 19 percent of its corporate employees, would lead to annual cost savings of $280 million.
CEO Niraj Shah said Wayfair’s aim is to maximize the company’s free cash flow and potentially reduce its total share count.
“We went overboard in hiring during a strong economic period and veered away from our core principles,” Shah said in a note to employees.
Boston-based Wayfair announced rounds of layoffs in 2022 and 2023. In last year’s cuts, it eliminated 1,750 jobs, or about 10 percent of its workforce.
The company had a global workforce of about 17,505 employees as of the end of 2022, according to a 2023 proxy statement.
“The workforce restructuring is another impressive move in optimizing the business for Wayfair’s current level of demand and positioning the company for sustained profitable growth,” said Raymond James analyst Bobby Griffin.
On Thursday, department store chain Macy’s also said it would cut 2,350 jobs and close five stores.
Wayfair said it expects to deliver over $600 million of adjusted earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation, and amortization (EBITDA) in 2024. Analysts on average expect $479.3 million, according to LSEG data.
It forecast about $70 million–$80 million of costs, consisting primarily of employee severance and benefit costs, most of which would be recorded in the first quarter of 2024.
Since 2021, the company has seen its net revenue drop for nearly two years as after the pandemic customers spent more on travel and entertainment. In November, despite quarterly revenue increasing, Wayfair fell short of beating analyst estimates.
By Granth Vanaik
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Childcare Costs Linked to Unusual Labor Shortage in US
[image: Childcare Costs Linked to Unusual Labor Shortage in US]A hiring sign at the Fashion Centre at Pentagon City shopping mall in Arlington, Va., on Jan 3, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)
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According to a report this month from the U.S. Chamber of Congress, in what is being referred to as the Great Reshuffle, there are 9.5 million job openings and only 6.5 million unemployed workers to fill them.  And while some point to an aging population with early retirements and an overwhelming number of business starts, the lack of available childcare is partially blamed for the disappearing workforce in the United States. 
Though the U.S. government distributed $24 billion in American Rescue Plan Act funding to keep childcare centers open in 2021, more than 70,000 have closed since the funding ran out, according to liberal think tank The Century Foundation. 
And the lack of childcare has been prominent in the Great Reshuffle of the American workforce, defined by high hiring rates and a decreasing amount of available talent. As parents have been told to return to the office, some very tough decisions have had to be made at home. 
“The cost of daycare is tremendously expensive now. I don’t know where the break-even point is exactly, but it’s probably around $50,000 to $60,000, or you might as well not be working if you have to pay for it,” Todd Surline, the president of Hiring Solutions and an adjunct professor at Michigan State University teaching strategic staffing, said. “It’s not a work ethic issue. Employees today just want different things. It also isn’t the money; it’s the flexibility. Employers have to be more flexible,” he told the Epoch Times.”  
In its 2024 Trend Report, Ford Motor Company surveyed its massive workforce and found that 52 percent of its employees globally would be willing to take a 20 percent pay cut for a better work/life balance. Ford’s U.S. employees ready to take a pay cut were led by Generation Z (born between 1997 and 2012) at 56 percent. 
According to the U.S. Chamber study, women are participating in the labor force at the lowest rates since they began leaving home for work in the 1970s. During the pandemic, 3.5 million mothers left their jobs, driving the labor force-participation rate for working moms from around 70 percent to 55 percent. Many never came back. 
“The pandemic should have told us something, and we had our blinders on and didn’t pay attention to what we learned. The school systems closed, and the teachers got paid. But childcare centers closed and they weren’t paid and their teachers got laid off. The government may have stepped in and tried to shore up childcare, but still, they didn’t help with the parents’ side of the equation with financial support to help pay for childcare,” Linda K. Smith, director of the Early Childhood Initiative in Washington, D.C., said to The Epoch Times. She also believes that hybrid work schedules have been counterproductive to solving the daycare issue.
“If you’re working remotely two days a week, your childcare becomes sporadic and most centers need to be paid full time, or they can’t make the numbers work. There aren’t many [daycare centers] that will take a child two or three days a week. It’s creating havoc for parents,” Ms. Smith said. “What we have found in our own surveys is that 38 percent quit a job because of childcare and 30 percent left the workforce because of child care.”
The lack of affordable childcare support has cost the U.S. economy $122 billion a year, according to a study last year by ReadyNation, impacting working parents, their employers, and the nation’s taxpayers. Part of The Council for a Strong America, Ready Nation says companies in the United States “need to recognize childcare as a business-critical issue and implement supportive policies to retain and recruit valuable talent.” 
However, the rising expense for parents keeps many at home and out of the workforce altogether. A Bank of America study last fall showed that the average U.S. household spent more than $700 a month on child care, up 32 percent from 2019. In addition, many families are going into their savings to pay for it, burdening economic growth. 
“Childcare for a four-year-old is around $12,000 to $14,000 a year, so if you’re making $15 an hour, that’s a lot of your pay and you’re not using it because you can’t afford it,” Ms. Smith said. “In places like Washington, D.C., you pay $24,000 to $25,000 a year for an infant. It’s expensive because infants are labor intensive. Plus, these programs are only open 10 hours a day.  It’s a lot more complicated than I think most people understand and are willing to address.”
The U.S. Chamber study found that nearly half (49 percent) of their respondents said they are not willing to take a job that doesn’t offer remote work, with more than a quarter (26 percent) saying it will never again be essential for them to return to work. Mr. Surline, who has been working in personnel and human resources capacities since 1983, says employers today need a different mindset to fill positions, not just regarding remote work options. 
 “If I have a client struggling to get applicants, I try and talk to them about flexibility for employees, like taking an afternoon off or leaving early to go to a soccer game or a sick family member. Being flexible in this job market makes a huge difference,” he said.  
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Wall Street Opens Higher With Chips, Megacaps in Spotlight
[image: Wall Street Opens Higher With Chips, Megacaps in Spotlight]Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) in New York City on Jan. 9, 2024. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters)



By Reuters
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





Wall Street’s main indexes opened higher on Friday as chip and megacap stocks continued their rise, while investors kept a close watch on ongoing corporate earnings and any hints about the timing of rate cuts.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 103.89 points, or 0.28 percent at the open, to 37,572.50. The S&P 500 opened higher by 15.34 points, or 0.32 percent, at 4,796.28, while the Nasdaq Composite gained 66.73 points, or 0.44 percent, to 15,122.38 at the opening bell.
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Tax-Exempt Organizations May Face Filing Delays Due to IRS System Upgrades
Only organizations with tax due dates of April 15 or later will be able to file the forms on time
[image: Tax-Exempt Organizations May Face Filing Delays Due to IRS System Upgrades]The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) building in Washington, on Jan. 4, 2024. (Madalina Vasiliu/The Epoch Times)



By Naveen Athrappully
1/19/2024
Updated: 1/19/2024





Some organizations will be unable to electronically file two key tax returns due between Jan. 15 and March 15 and might need to request a filing extension from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).
“The Internal Revenue Service today alerted a limited group of tax-exempt organizations that they won’t be able to electronically file Form 990-T, Exempt Organization Business Income Tax Return, or Form 1120-POL, U.S. Income Tax Return for Certain Political Organizations, until March 17, 2024” due to system upgrades, the agency said in a press release Thursday.
Currently, forms with due dates between Jan. 15 and March 15 cannot be filed. Only taxpayers with due dates on or after April 15 can file these forms on time.
Form 990-T is used by tax-exempt organizations to report their unrelated business income and associated taxes, request credits for certain federal excise taxes paid, and claim income tax refunds under specific circumstances.
Tax-exempt and political organizations use Form 1120-POL to report their taxable income and income tax liabilities.
The IRS said that, based on previous filing data, around 2,000 990-T and 1120-POL forms are typically filed between Jan. 15 and March 15. Consequently, the delay is expected to affect only a small number of taxpayers.
An organization with a Form 990-T due between Jan. 15 and March 15 must request a six-month filing extension by the due date of the return. This can be done by submitting Form 8868.
“Any balance due must be submitted with Form 8868 to avoid interest and penalties. Beginning March 17, 2024, organizations will be able to timely e-file Form 990-T by the extended due date,” the IRS said.
“If an affected organization doesn’t timely submit an extension, or if the extended due date falls within the period from Jan. 15, 2024, to March 15, 2024, and the organization consequently doesn’t timely e-file its Form 990-T, it should include with its late e-filed Form 990-T a request that any penalties for late filing not be imposed due to reasonable cause.
“The reasonable cause request should reference that e-filing was not available as of the due date of the return.”
Organizations filing Form 1120-POL due between Jan. 15, 2024, and March 15, 2024, can opt to file on paper instead of doing it electronically. However, if the organization wishes to e-file, they can request a six-month extension.
Only a “handful” of such groups usually e-file during the affected period, the IRS said. Any tax balance due must be paid in full when filing the extension form to avoid penalties and interests.
The delay in electronic filing will not affect certain government entities and Indian tribal governments that use file Form 990-T for clean energy tax credits and elective payment election reporting.Interest and Penalties
According to the IRS, any entity exempt under section 501(a), section 529(a), or section 529A(a) that makes a gross income of $1,000 or more regularly from unrelated trade or business must file Form 990-T.
Organizations that do not file or pay their returns on time would be subject to interest and penalties. The interest will be charged on taxes that are unpaid by the original due date of the return even if the organization has requested an extension.
“Interest is also charged on penalties imposed for failure to file, negligence, fraud, substantial valuation misstatements, and substantial understatements of tax from the due date (including extensions) to the date of payment.”
Late payment penalties can be imposed based on whether the tax filing or payment is delayed.
If an organization fails to file the returns on the due date, they would be subject to a penalty of 5 percent of the unpaid tax per month for every month the return is late. A maximum of 25 percent in penalties would be charged.
“The minimum penalty for a return that is more than 60 days late is the smaller of the tax due or $450. The penalty won’t be imposed if the organization can show that the failure to file on time was due to reasonable cause,” the IRS states.
“If you receive a notice about a penalty after you file this return, reply to the notice with an explanation and we will determine if you meet reasonable cause criteria. Don’t include an explanation when you file your return. “
In case the organization is late in paying taxes, a penalty of 0.5 percent of unpaid taxes would be charged, with the maximum penalty set at 25 percent. This penalty may also be waived by the IRS if the taxpayer can prove reasonable cause for being late.
The IRS may also impose penalties on organizations that do not make estimated tax payments by the due date. Penalties can also be charged for negligence, understating transactions, substantial understatement of taxes, and fraud.
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Avoid Penalties in Retirement by Signing up for Medicare Part B at 65
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If you are getting closer to retiring or are already 65, you need to seriously think about enrolling in Medicare as soon as you can. Although you may have reasons why you want to wait, after reading this article you may discover that it is not a good idea.
Medicare insurance has several parts to it. Medicare Part B provides coverage for services such as doctor visits, hospitalization, ambulance services, durable medical equipment, prescription drugs, and some mental health services. It may also cover some preventive services.Qualifications for Medicare
There really is no reason to not get Medicare Part A if you meet the basic qualifications. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) says it is free to people 65 or older, who are a U.S. resident and a citizen. Aliens must have permission for permanent residence—and who has lived in the United States continuously for five years before applying for Medicare.The Penalties for Buying Medicare Part A Late
Putting off signing up for Medicare Part A when you turn 65 unless you have similar coverage from your employer will cost you. Medicare says that the penalty is more than just a one-time thing.
If you must pay for Part A, you must add 10 percent of the premium for twice the amount of time you did not sign up. If you waited an extra year to sign up, you must pay 10 percent more of the premium—each month for two years—and possibly more depending on your salary.The Penalties for Buying Medicare Part B Late
If you could have obtained Medicare Part B when you turned 65 and did not, you will likely have to pay a penalty for the rest of your life—or for as long as you have the coverage. The fine is 10 percent of the cost of Medicare Part B multiplied by the number of years after you turned 65 that you failed to enroll. It will be a continually growing fee because Medicare costs increase with inflation.
If your spouse’s employer-sponsored insurance program covers you, you will not have to pay the penalty, MedicareInteractive says. People who are eligible for the Medicare Savings Program (MSP) are also exempted. The people who are disabled, on Medicare, and already paying a penalty, do not have to pay the penalty after they turn 65.The Penalty for Buying Medicare Part D Late
There is also a penalty if you enroll late for Medicare Part D. Enrolling is unnecessary if you already have a good prescription coverage plan. Instead of calculating this penalty based on the number of years you do not have Part D, it is determined by the number of months. It is 1 percent of the base premium, $34.70 for 2024, and rounded to the nearest $0.10. It is also permanent and must be paid as long as you have Medicare Part D.About COBRA Coverage
People with Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA) coverage can usually keep COBRA for several months after they retire or lose their job. Once you turn 65, Forbes says that COBRA becomes the secondary insurer. If you do not have Medicare Part B, COBRA will usually only pay a minimum amount, and you will likely be stuck with a large medical bill.When to Sign Up for Medicare
Everyone is required to sign up for Medicare around the time they turn 65. It is called the Initial Enrollment Period (IEP). The exception is those covered by a spouse’s health insurance plan or those who continue to work. This requirement exists because Medicare needs some healthy people to pay into the program to cover those who need medical care.
There is a seven-month window that you have to enroll in Medicare. It starts three months before you turn 65, includes your birth month, and goes three months after your 65th birthday.
When you sign up for Medicare, you can also enroll in Social Security if you are not already drawing benefits. Social Security benefits are available after turning 62. They increase in dollar amounts by 8 percent annually until you reach 70.Automatic Medicare Enrollment
Some people are automatically signed up for Medicare when they turn 65. You become automatically enrolled if you already receive Social Security benefits or benefits from the Railroad Retirement Board. You must get the benefits at least four months before you turn 65 to be automatically enrolled.Medicare Part C
An alternative to buying traditional Medicare would be to get one of the Medicare Advantage plans, also called Medicare Part C. Medicare Advantage plans are Medicare-approved health insurance programs offered by private insurers.
Advantage plans are required to contain all the benefits of Medicare and more. They often include vision, dental, wellness, and fitness programs, many prescription drugs, and over-the-counter medicines. In some cases, Medicare says, some companies may add additional benefits to customize your plan to meet chronic conditions.
Depending on the company and state offering the plan, you may or may not have to pay additional premiums for an advantage plan. Many companies offer them without any extra charges other than the cost of Medicare Part B. Medicare says that people with permanent kidney failure (End-Stage Renal Disease) usually cannot get coverage under a Medicare Advantage Plan. Also, your plan may not be available if you move to a different state.Things to Know About Medigap Policies
Medicare offers some specialized plans to help cover the cost of other medical care not covered by original Medicare. You must have Medicare parts A and B before purchasing Medigap plans. People who have Medicare Advantage plans cannot get Medigap plans.
Enrolling in Medicare when you turn 65 can help keep the cost of your medical insurance down. Health insurance is costly enough without having to pay additional penalties. Be sure to take advantage of Medicare’s Initial Enrollment Period and keep more money in your pocket during retirement.
The Epoch Times copyright © 2024. The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors. They are meant for general informational purposes only and should not be construed or interpreted as a recommendation or solicitation. The Epoch Times does not provide investment, tax, legal, financial planning, estate planning, or any other personal finance advice. The Epoch Times holds no liability for the accuracy or timeliness of the information provided.
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Atlas Air’s Boeing Cargo Plane Makes Emergency Landing After Engine Malfunction
[image: Atlas Air’s Boeing Cargo Plane Makes Emergency Landing After Engine Malfunction]John W. Dietrich, president and CEO of Atlas Air Worldwide, and Dave Calhoun, CEO of Boeing, converse on stage during the delivery of the final 747 jet at their plant in Everett, Washington, on Jan. 31, 2023. (David Ryder/Reuters)
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An Atlas Air Boeing 747-8 cargo plane with five crew members made an emergency landing at Miami International Airport (MIA) late Thursday after facing an engine malfunction shortly after departure.
Unverified videos on social media platform X showed flames shooting out of the left wing of the aircraft while in flight. No injuries were reported, the airport told Reuters.
“The crew followed all standard procedures and safely returned to MIA,” the air-freight company said, adding that it would conduct an inspection to find the cause.
The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) was not immediately available for comment outside regular hours. Boeing deferred comment to Atlas Air.
The aircraft is eight years old, Flightradar24 data showed. The 747-8 model is powered by four General Electric GEnx engines, according to Boeing’s website.
GE was not immediately available for a comment.
Engine failures are rare but are potentially dangerous when rotating parts pierce the outer casing—an event known as an uncontained engine failure.
The engine malfunction comes against the backdrop of two high-profile jetliner accidents this year.
An Airbus A350 passenger plane operated by Japan Airlines collided with a Coast Guard aircraft in Tokyo, killing five crew members on Jan. 2.
A few days later, a Boeing 737 MAX 9 jet made an emergency landing following a cabin panel blowout, which prompted the FAA to temporarily grounded 171 jets for safety checks.Snag Occurred on the Climb
The Atlas Air Flight 5Y095 was on its way to San Juan, Puerto Rico from Miami International Airport on late Thursday evening.
The pilot made a Mayday call around 0333 GMT to report an engine fire and requested to return back to the airport, according to multi-channel recordings of conversations between the air traffic control and the plane available on liveatc.net.
“We have a engine fire,” one of the plane crew said, disclosing that there were five people on board.
The crew member said the incident involved engine number two and it occurred “on the climb out” of the airport.
Atlas Air, whose customers include parcel delivery giants DHL and FedEx, went private last year when it was bought by a group led by private equity Apollo Global Management.
Once known as the “Queen of the Skies,” the Boeing 747 revolutionized air travel and was the world’s first twin-aisle wide-body jet.
But technological advances made it possible for dual-engine jets to replicate its range and capacity at lower cost and Boeing decided in July 2020 to end 747 production.
A freighter version of the last commercial Boeing jumbo was delivered to Atlas Air last year.
By Maria Ponnezhath and Lisa Barrington
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Dollar Heads for Weekly Gain as Rate Cut Optimism Cools
[image: Dollar Heads for Weekly Gain as Rate Cut Optimism Cools]U.S. one dollar bills are seen on a light table at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing in Washington on Nov. 14, 2014. (Gary Cameron/Reuters)
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LONDON/SINGAPORE—The dollar was on track to rise for the week on Friday, adding to solid gains so far this year, as the U.S. economy and pushback from central bankers has caused traders to dial down expectations of swift falls in interest rates.
The euro has fallen 0.6 percent this week, helping push the dollar index to a 0.9 percent gain, taking its increase this year to 1.9 percent.
Japan’s yen has been the biggest loser: it is now down around 5 percent for the year so far as tepid economic data and a deadly earthquake have sapped confidence that the Bank of Japan is about to hike rates.
“The thumping message from U.S. activity data and central bankers is that markets are too aggressively priced for rate cuts in 2024,” said Westpac’s head of foreign exchange strategy Richard Franulovich.
“That, and a fresh bout of turbulence across China’s property and financial markets has the dollar returning to form.”
On Friday, the euro was up 0.1 percent at $1.0887, while the dollar index was little changed at 103.33.
The yen was also little changed at 148.02 to the dollar, having fallen after data showed Japan’s core inflation rate slowed to 2.3 percent in the year to December. That was its lowest annual pace since June 2022, taking the pressure off policymakers to make swift moves.
“We’re kind of stuck in this range here in euro,” said Erik Nelson, macro strategist at Wells Fargo. “As much as has happened, the euro has barely moved this year.”
Mr. Nelson said investors were waiting for data on the Federal Reserve’s preferred measure of inflation to be released on Friday next week.
Britain’s pound was 0.17 percent lower at $1.2683. Data on Friday showed UK retail sales slumped by the most in three years in December.
Investors now expect 140 bps of interest rate cuts from the Fed this year, down from 165 bps a week earlier. They also see a roughly 54 percent chance the first cut comes in March, from 77 percent a week ago.
U.S. labour market data released on Thursday was strong, with weekly jobless claims dropping to their lowest level in nearly 1–1/2 years, adding to the pressure on market rate-cut wagers.
Fed official Christopher Waller said on Tuesday the U.S. economy’s strength gives policymakers flexibility to move “carefully and slowly,” which traders took as pushing back at pricing for a speedy fall in rates.
Two-year Treasury yields, which track short-term interest rate expectations, are up 22 basis points this week to 4.359 percent.
Bitcoin hit a five-week low at $40,484 overnight as traders have taken profits following the U.S. approval of spot bitcoin exchange-traded funds.
Australia’s dollar, which tends to rise when investors are taking more risk in global markets, was up 0.4 percent at $0.6599, although it remains around 3.2 percent lower for the year.
By Harry Robertson and Tom Westbrook
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Oil Heads for Weekly Gain as Middle East Tensions Support
[image: Oil Heads for Weekly Gain as Middle East Tensions Support]Army soldier miniatures and stock graph are seen in this illustration taken on Oct. 9, 2023. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)
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LONDON—Oil was little changed on Friday and heading for a weekly gain, as Middle East tensions and oil output disruptions caused by cold weather in the U.S., the world’s biggest producer, balanced concerns about the health of the Chinese and global economies.
Pakistan launched strikes on separatist extermsists inside Iran on Thursday in a retaliatory attack, while the U.S. launched new strikes against Houthi anti-ship missiles aimed at the Red Sea.
Brent crude futures fell 19 cents, or 0.2 percent, to $78.91 a barrel by 1202 GMT, while U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude futures (WTI) were up 1 cent at $74.49.
“While the price of crude remains sensitive to events in the Middle East, as we’ve seen over the last couple of weeks, the oil market remains well balanced,” said Craig Erlam, analyst at brokerage OANDA.
“Supply disruptions remain an upside risk but there are downside risks too, including the global economy.”
For the week, the U.S. benchmark is on track to rise about 2 percent while Brent is set to gain less than 1 percent. Both markers climbed on Thursday after the International Energy Agency (IEA) raised its 2024 oil demand growth forecast.
“As tensions in the Middle East are spreading, traders don’t want to take short positions, but they are also cautious about continuing to build long positions as China’s economic recovery remains slow,” said Hiroyuki Kikukawa, president of NS Trading, a unit of Nissan Securities.
Despite its higher demand growth forecast, the IEA’s projection is half that of producer group OPEC. The Paris-based agency also said that—barring significant disruptions to flows—the market looked reasonably well supplied in 2024.
While the Middle East tensions have not shut down any oil production, supply outages continue in Libya and about 40 percent of oil output in North Dakota, a top producing U.S. state, remained shut due to extreme cold as of Wednesday.
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Global Stocks Track Wall Street Gains and Japan’s Inflation Slows
[image: Global Stocks Track Wall Street Gains and Japan’s Inflation Slows]Currency traders watch monitors at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, on Jan. 11, 2024. (Ahn Young-joon/AP Photo)
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HONG KONG—World markets mostly advanced Friday after Wall Street recouped most of the week’s earlier losses and Japan reported slowing inflation, which may keep its ultra-low interest rates steady.
Futures for the Dow Jones Industrial Average edged 0.1 percent higher and the S&P 500 was up 0.2 percent.
France’s CAC 40 added 0.5 percent to 7,434.81 in early trading. Germany’s DAX went up 0.4 percent to 16,635.19. Britain’s FTSE 100 climbed 0.7 percent to 7,510.86.
U.K. retail sales experienced the sharpest decline since the COVID-19 lockdown three years ago, with a 3.2 percent drop in the volume of goods purchased in the nation in December, adding to a new risk of recession.
In the Asia market, Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 index climbed 1.4 percent to 35,963.27.
Japan’s inflation slowed for a second straight month, increasing the chance that the Bank of Japan will keep its ultra-low interest rates unchanged at its meeting next week. The country’s annual headline inflation rate has remained above the BOJ’s 2 percent target since April 2022, with a gradual decline observed from its peak of 4.3 percent last year to the rate of 2.6 percent in December that was reported Friday.
Hong Kong stocks were on track for their third consecutive week of losses as investors remain worried about the gloomy economic prospects. The Hang Seng in Hong Kong lost 0.5 percent to 15,368.69 and the Shanghai Composite index was down nearly 0.5 percent at 2,832.28.
In South Korea, the Kospi added 1.3 percent to 2,472.74. Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 advanced 1 percent to 7,421.20. In Bangkok, the SET was up 0.2 percent. Taiwan’s Taiex gained 2.6 percent, with Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. adding 6.5 percent.
On Thursday, the S&P 500 rose 0.9 percent to 4,780.94 following back-to-back drops that started the holiday-shortened week. The Dow Jones Industrial Average gained 0.5 percent to 37,468.61, and the Nasdaq composite jumped 1.3 percent to 15,055.65.
The market was broadly steadier as Treasury yields in the bond market slowed their jump from earlier in the week. Yields had been climbing as traders pushed back their forecasts for how soon the Federal Reserve will begin cutting interest rates. Higher yields in turn undercut prices for stocks and raise the pressure on the economy.
The Fed has indicated it will likely cut rates several times in 2024 because inflation has been cooling since its peak two summers ago, meaning it may not need as tight a leash on the economy and financial system.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury rose again Friday, to 4.15 percent from 4.11 percent late Wednesday.
Treasury yields swung up and down in the minutes after a report on Thursday morning showed the number of U.S. workers applying for unemployment benefits fell last week to its lowest level since two Septembers ago. That’s good news for workers and for the economy overall, which has so far powered through predictions for a recession.
Other reports on the economy were mixed Thursday. One showed manufacturing in the mid-Atlantic region is contracting by more than economists expected. Another said homebuilders broke ground on more projects last month than economists expected, even if it was weaker than November’s level.
In energy trading, benchmark U.S. crude added 27 cents to $74.22 a barrel. Brent crude, the international standard, gained 21 cents to $79.31 a barrel.
The U.S. dollar inched up to 148.31 Japanese yen from 148.15 yen. The euro cost $1.0871, down from $1.0874.
By Zimo Zhong
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Environmentalists Seek More Time to Review ‘Reckless’ Offshore Wind Development 
‘Where was the public’s role in deciding that the ocean was just going to become a giant power plant?’ asks Cindy Zipf, executive director of Clean Ocean Action
[image: Environmentalists Seek More Time to Review ‘Reckless’ Offshore Wind Development ]View of the Jersey Shore  from the New York/New Jersey Bight on Sept. 6, 2023. (Richard Moore/The Epoch Times)
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Environmental groups are asking for a 90-day extension to the public comment phase of a $4 billion offshore energy lease sale so they can examine details of what the Biden-Harris administration agreed to in February 2022.
Six companies paid billions to build wind farms over 488,000 acres of ocean in the New York Bight, a geological indentation on the eastern coast of the United States between New Jersey and New York.
The federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) just released a 1,429-page analysis of environmental impacts that could be caused by the six wind farms and gave the public 45 days to comment in the Federal Register. The deadline is Feb. 26.
Cindy Zipf, executive director of Clean Ocean Action, an environmental coalition based in Long Branch, New Jersey, said her group is asking for a 90-day extension.
“This is a massive document in a massive area, with lots of studies referenced,” she told The Epoch Times. “To suggest that this could all be evaluated in 45 days is just ridiculous.”
Conducting an environmental assessment is good, Ms. Zipf said.
“The unfortunate thing is that it’s kind of happening at the end of the game when they’ve already sold the land. They’ve already decided that they’re going to build out there and now they’re doing an environmental assessment, which seems backward.
“It points to the recklessness in which this whole offshore wind massive development has been perpetuated,” Ms. Zipf told The Epoch Times.
“It’s shocking. Where was the planning? Where was the memo, the initial decision? And where was the public’s role in deciding that the ocean was just going to become a giant power plant?”
In announcing the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) for the New York Bight, the bureau said: “This new regional approach is an evolution of BOEM’s process to help ensure timely decisions that advance offshore wind energy development while safeguarding the ocean environment and marine life and reducing conflicts with other ocean uses.”
Ms. Zipf is concerned that BOEM just wants to expedite the construction of the wind farms.
“The idea of these evaluations is to determine whether or not they should move forward,” she told The Epoch Times. “But it seems that that decision has already been made, and everything else is being wrapped around it in a way to provide some environmental oversight.”
Dr. Bob Stern, president of Save Long Beach Island, agreed. He worked for years in the Department of Energy, which includes BOEM, managing environmental impact statements.
“The term ‘programmatic’ is misleading,” Dr. Stern told The Epoch Times in an email. “This is not the kind of programmatic review that the National Environmental Policy Act calls for.
“A good programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) would look at the actual offshore wind program itself, and alternatives for turbine location, their number, and their power.
“This EIS just continues with the pre-selected projects and considers measures for mitigation and monitoring,” Dr. Stern said.
“The impact of those measures is small compared to the impact of the projects themselves, and don’t even warrant an EIS level review.”‘An Extraordinary Pocket of Ocean’

[image: Cindy Zipf, executive director of Clean Ocean Action, on the beach in Long Branch, New Jersey, July 2019. (Carmela Caracappa Photography via Cindy Zipf)]Cindy Zipf, executive director of Clean Ocean Action, on the beach in Long Branch, New Jersey, July 2019. (Carmela Caracappa Photography via Cindy Zipf)


Cindy Zipf loves talking about the New York Bight. “It’s the indentation, the little triangle that’s created by the Jersey shore and the New York Long Island coast jutting out,” she told The Epoch Times.
“It creates this little pocket of ocean that is one of the most extraordinary areas in the world.”
Ms. Zipf explained that the Gulf Stream brings warm waters to the Jersey Shore and New York. Then in winter, the Gulf Stream moves further offshore and the colder waters of the Labrador Current come down.
“This is a rare area in the ocean, where we get warm water and cold water throughout the year,” she said. “So we get warm water species and cold water species.”
The New York Bight is visited by 33 species of whales and dolphins, one species of porpoise, four species of seals, and five species of sea turtles—out of only seven species of sea turtles on the planet. It’s filled with fish, invertebrates, and the life that depends on them, such as shore birds.
“It’s just an incredibly ecologically rich area that depends on wide open spaces, a quiet, dark ocean environment that they’ve evolved in over millions or billions of years,” Ms. Zipf said.
“People think the ocean is so big and so vast, how could we possibly do it harm,” she continued. “But we’ve done it in the past, and it looks like we’re on the verge of doing it again.”
Clean Ocean Action is a nonpartisan organization, with 35,000 people on its mailing list, that has been fighting for the ocean for 40 years.
The organization successfully campaigned to reduce plastics and litter that pollute waterways and spoil beaches, protect coasts from ocean oil and gas drilling, and reduce waterway toxins to ensure fish and shellfish are safe to eat.
“Our ocean off the New York and New Jersey coast was terrible in the ‘80s and ’90s,” Ms. Zipf told The Epoch Times.
“We worked really hard to restore it, and it is thriving, it is beautiful, and it is an economic engine for so many clean ocean economies.”
Clean Ocean Action is not opposed to responsible and reasonable offshore wind development that supports and sustains a healthy ocean, she said. But the group wants any development decisions to be supported by science, which so far has not happened. They also want to start with a pilot project.
“Decisions are getting ahead of the science,” Ms. Zipf said. “And that is extremely alarming, especially when you look at how many public dollars are going to be invested.”Public Meetings on Environmental Impact
Not knowing if an extension to review BOEM’s New York Bight programmatic environmental impact statement will be granted, Clean Ocean Action is pushing ahead to analyze it and comment in the Federal Register.
The bureau will hold two virtual and three in-person public meetings on the document: Jan. 31, 5 p.m. (virtual meeting); Feb. 5, 4 p.m. (North Dartmouth, Massachusetts); Feb. 7, 4 p.m. (Stony Brook, New York); Feb. 8, 4 p.m. (Toms River, New Jersey); Feb. 13, 1 p.m. (virtual meeting).
The format for the in-person meetings is structured like an open house. Attendees can visit information stations and talk with BOEM subject matter experts.
“It’s not a public hearing, in that same way where we’ve been accustomed to, being in a room together, looking the decision-makers in the eye,” Ms. Zipf told The Epoch Times.
“It’s a way that government now is avoiding the accountability sessions that should be a part of the democracy that we have.
“It’s a quirky process. The only thing I can say to it is that they do have to answer questions, which is a value.”
More information about attending the public meetings and submitting comments is available on the BOEM website.New York Pushes for New Wind Proposals
While the federal government is asking the public to comment on the environmental impact statement for the New York Bight, the state of New York is pushing ahead with its fourth competitive solicitation for offshore wind proposals.
The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) created an expedited solicitation process—submission requirements were significantly streamlined and bid fees were reduced.
Bidders are required to hold BOEM offshore wind leases, but any project able to interconnect and deliver energy to New York State is eligible, according to a development authority spokesperson.
Developers that are currently under contract to the authority can re-bid their projects, adjusting their costs and economic benefits. Developers not under contract can also bid.
NYSERDA anticipates bids coming from lease areas across the New York Bight, the spokesperson said. Submissions are due on Jan. 25, and award announcements are expected to be made in February.
Clean Ocean Action wants a pause in the headlong rush to industrialize the ocean.
At the request of New Jersey Representative Chris Smith, in June 2023 the Government Accountability Office—and independent congressional watchdog—agreed to launch an investigation into the impacts of offshore wind development.
In the name of good governance, Ms. Zipf said, state and federal agencies should wait for the results.
“We feel very strongly that we haven’t done the work to prove that this massive industrialization is going to be the climate solution that it’s claimed to be,” she told The Epoch Times.
The ocean itself is an important buffer for climate change and needs to be protected, Ms. Zipf said. The massive wind farms are inconsistent with an ocean environment, but the ocean seems so vast and doesn’t scream in protest, so it is vulnerable to industrialization, she added.
“This is a scale of unimaginable size,” Ms. Zipf said. “It would never happen on land, and the ocean deserves the same or greater protection because it is such a life-sustaining force.”
“People need to be the voice of the sea,” she said.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/science/environmentalists-seek-more-time-to-review-reckless-offshore-wind-development-5569382



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


ScienceSpace

Japan Counts Down to Precision ‘Moon Sniper’ Landing Mission
[image: Japan Counts Down to Precision ‘Moon Sniper’ Landing Mission]H-IIA rocket carrying the national space agency's moon lander is launched at Tanegashima Space Center on the southwestern island of Tanegashima, Japan, in on Sept. 7, 2023. (Kyodo/via Reuters)
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TOKYO—Japan aims to become the fifth country to put a spacecraft on the moon when it attempts a precision landing on Friday, in what would be a boost for a space programme that has suffered a wave of setbacks and been eclipsed by rival China.
Dubbed the “moon sniper,” the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) probe is attempting to land within 100 metres (328 feet) of its target, a technology JAXA says is unprecedented and essential in the search for moon water and human habitability.
Japan is increasingly looking to play a bigger role in space, partnering with close ally Washington to respond to China’s military and technological might, including in space. Japan boasts a number of private-sector space startups and aims to send an astronaut to the moon as part of NASA’s Artemis programme.
But JAXA has faced multiple setbacks, including a launch failure in March of the new flagship rocket H3 that was meant to match cost-competitiveness against commercial rocket providers like SpaceX.
JAXA’s Smart Lander for Investigating Moon (SLIM) probe will start a 20-minute touchdown phase on its one-way mission from midnight on Saturday (1500 GMT Friday), trying to land on a target site roughly the size of two athletic tracks on the slope of a crater just south of the lunar equator.
“No other nation has achieved this. Proving Japan has this technology would bring us a huge advantage in upcoming international missions like Artemis,” said Shinichiro Sakai, JAXA’s SLIM project manager.
India’s Chandrayaan-3 in August made a historic touchdown on the moon’s south pole, a major technological feat given the rough terrain, highlighting India’s rise as a major player in space.
JAXA stresses its high-precision technology will become a powerful tool in future exploration of hilly moon poles, seen as a potential source of oxygen, fuel, and water. Japan also plans a joint unmanned lunar polar exploration with India in 2025.
“For lunar project development, Japan can’t beat the U.S., China or India in terms of resources,” said Kazuto Saiki, a Ritsumeikan University professor who developed SLIM’s near-infrared camera that will analyse moon rocks after the landing.
“We should focus on building sought-after technologies like the pinpoint landing and near-infrared cameras which overseas exploration projects will strive to adopt.”
JAXA has twice landed on small asteroids, but a moon landing is much more difficult due to its gravity, as seen in a number of recent failures.
Last year, a probe belonging to Japanese startup ispace inc crashed onto the moon’s surface, and Russia’s Luna 25 followed suit. A lander from American startup Astrobotic last week suffered a fuel leak, forcing it to abandon a touchdown attempt.
“Mistakes happen, but Japan is a very experienced space power—it’s conducted very complicated space operations for many years,” said Bleddyn Bowen, a University of Leicester associate professor specialising in space policy.
“Not as big as the United States or the Soviet Union of old or China today in terms of scale, but in terms of capability and niche advanced technologies, Japan has always been there.”
SLIM’s precision landing “won’t be a game changer,” but the demonstration of it and the lightweight probe manufacturing Japan has pursued might open up moonshots to space organisations worldwide by reducing the cost of each mission, Mr. Bowen added.
JAXA says it will take up to a month to verify whether SLIM has achieved the high-precision goals after touchdown.
On landing, SLIM will also deploy two mini-probes—a hopping vehicle as big as a microwave oven and a baseball-sized wheeled rover—that will take pictures of the spacecraft. Tech giant Sony Group, toymaker Tomy and several Japanese universities jointly developed the robots.
By Kantaro Komiya
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SpaceX, Axiom Space Launch First All-European Mission from Florida
This mission gets underway as a new age of space-based competition heats up between the United States, Russia, and Communist China.
[image: SpaceX, Axiom Space Launch First All-European Mission from Florida]Axiom Space Ax-3 Prime Crew Mission Specialist Marcus Wandt (L), Commander Michael Lopez-Alegria (2nd L), Pilot Walter Villadei (2nd R), and Mission Specialist Alper Gezeravcı (R), before their launch at Kennedy Space Center, Fla., on Jan. 18, 2024. (Courtesy of Axiom Space).
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Launch Pad 39A at Kennedy Space Center became the site of yet another series of firsts in human space exploration as the latest Falcon 9 rocket took to the Florida skies on Jan. 18.
Sitting on top of it was the first all-European crew to go to space that did not include a Russian crew member.
The historic crew included Commander Michael Lopez-Alegria of Spain and the United States of America, pilot Colonel Walter Villadei of the Italian Air Force, and Mission Specialists Colonel Alper Gezeravci of Turkey and Lt. Colonel Marcus Wandt of Sweden.
This is the third mission operated by the private space company Axiom Space, called Ax-3, and it is also the first commercial spaceflight mission made up of government and ESA-sponsored national astronauts.
They are expected to dock with the International Space Station (ISS) just after 4 a.m. on Jan. 19 and spend 14 days completing the missions tasked to them by their respective agencies.
Once they are aboard the orbiting laboratory, seven nations will be represented together.
“Congratulations to Axiom and SpaceX on a successful launch! Together with our commercial partners, NASA is supporting a growing commercial space economy and the future of space technology,” said NASA Administrator Bill Nelson.
“During their time aboard the International Space Station, the Ax-3 astronauts will carry out more than 30 scientific experiments that will help advance research in low-Earth orbit.
“As the first all-European commercial astronaut mission to the space station, the Ax-3 crew is proof that the possibility of space unites us all.”
Commander Lopez-Alegria is a dual citizen of the United States and Spain. Born in Madrid, Spain, and raised in California, he boasts an illustrious career as a NASA astronaut, participating in three shuttle missions and one Russian Soyuz mission.
He served as commander of the ISS during Expedition 14 and is Axiom’s first repeat commander, having led the first mission Ax-1. He was inducted into NASA’s Astronaut Hall of Fame in 2020.
Col. Villadei heads the Italian Air Force’s representative office in the United States, overseeing commercial spaceflight initiatives. He received cosmonaut training in Star City, Russia, in 2011 and flew aboard Virgin Galactic’s first suborbital flight in 2021.
On the opposite end of the career spectrum sits the fighter pilot, Col. Gezeravci. Ax-3 marks his first trip to space. This mission also makes him the first Turkish citizen to reach space.
Lt. Col. Wandt is also earning his astronaut wings on this trip. Pulled from the European Space Agency’s (ESA) astronaut reserves, for which he was selected in 2022, the Swede is its first “project astronaut” to go to space.
This is a new designation created specifically to take advantage of new commercially-run space opportunities. He will also become the second Swedish citizen to visit the ISS, and the first ESA astronaut to fly a commercial space mission.
“In terms of commercial activities, we are really stepping up, significantly, our work at the European Space Agency. We have commercial programs nearly in all domains we work today,” said Daniel Neuenschwander, director of ESA’s human and robotics programs, during Axom Space’s pre-launch live stream.
“In exploration, we definitely want to have more commercial actors when it comes also to our transport delivery missions. We want to have more commercial actors when it comes, also, to human spaceflight activities for sure.
“And in this context, we will also have more project astronauts in the future and I’m happy to come back here to Kennedy Space [Center].”
This mission gets underway as competition for space-based partnerships and business heats up among the United States, Russia, and Communist China.
While India’s space program IRSO has announced plans to build its own human-rated spacecraft, the European Space Agency has continued to pass on building vehicles and opting in the past to buy seats on American or Russian ships.
The ESA has also discussed partnership opportunities with the Chinese National Space Agency (CNSA), including joint missions to the Chinese space station Tiangong, but those plans were canceled in January 2023.
“We have neither the budgetary nor the political ... greenlight or intention to engage in a second space station, that is participating in the Chinese space station,” said ESA Director General Josef Aschbacher in a press conference nearly one year ago.
The war in Ukraine has also damaged ESA’s partnership with Russia’s space agency, Roscosmos.
Axiom Space announced the AX-3 crew in September 2023. It is expected to return to Earth on Feb. 3.
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Moments of Movie Wisdom: Fighting for What’s Right in ‘Casablanca’ (1942) [Fri, 19 Jan 19:51](L–R) Rick (Humphrey Bogart), and Ilse (Ingrid Bergman) in "Casablanca." (Warner Bros.)



	
Reality Star’s Ex-Boyfriend Accused of Fraud [Fri, 19 Jan 17:59]Left: Lorenzo 'Zo' Gordon attends 2018 BET Social Awards Dinner at TWELVE Atlantic Station in Atlanta, Georgia, on March 02, 2019. (Photo by Paras Griffin/Getty Images for BET) Right: Brittish Williams attends the BET Awards 2023 at Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles, California, on June 25, 2023. (Photo by Paras Griffin/Getty Images for BET)



	
‘Emily in Paris’ Star Ashley Park Says She’s Recovering After Suffering Septic Shock [Fri, 19 Jan 17:54]Ashley Park attends Netflix's "Beef" SXSW Premiere in Austin, Texas, on March 18, 2023. (Roger Kisby/Getty Images for Netflix)



	
Alec Baldwin Indicted by Grand Jury in ‘Rust’ Shooting [Fri, 19 Jan 15:22]Actor Alec Baldwin attends the 2019 PEN America Literary Gala In New York, on May 21, 2019. (Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)



	
Antonio Vivaldi: Concerto for Strings in G Minor RV 156 I Apogeo String Orchestra [Fri, 19 Jan 12:30]Antonio Vivaldi: Concerto for Strings in G Minor RV 156 I Apogeo String Orchestra



	
Robert Patrick Says Accident Inspired Him to Pursue Acting [Fri, 19 Jan 11:19]U.S. actor Robert Patrick poses during the closing ceremony of the 57th Monte-Carlo Television Festival in Monaco on June 20, 2017. (Valery Hache/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Snoop Dogg’s 24-Year Old Daughter Cori Reveals Hospitalization Following Severe Stroke [Fri, 19 Jan 10:02]Recording artist Snoop Dogg and his daughter, Cori Broadus, attend the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards at The Forum in Inglewood, California, on Aug. 24, 2014. (Photo by Christopher Polk/Getty Images for MTV)



	
NFL Announces ‘Black National Anthem’ Will Be Performed at Super Bowl [Fri, 19 Jan 05:40]Andra Day performs onstage during the 2024 Beloved Community Awards, in Atlanta, Ga., on Jan. 13, 2024. (Paras Griffin/Getty Images)
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Moments of Movie Wisdom: Fighting for What’s Right in ‘Casablanca’ (1942)
[image: Moments of Movie Wisdom: Fighting for What’s Right in ‘Casablanca’ (1942)](L–R) Rick (Humphrey Bogart), and Ilse (Ingrid Bergman) in "Casablanca." (Warner Bros.)
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Commentary
Some film titles are so famous that almost anyone can recognize them. These classic films have gained such immortality that they have taken on a life outside of themselves. The lines, characters, and images from the most beloved movies of all time have become a part of popular culture. However, many people today haven’t taken the time to watch these movies and appreciate their intrinsic value and wisdom.
Today’s moment of movie wisdom is from “Casablanca” (1942). This scene takes place 87 minutes into the 107-minute film. Victor Laszlo (Paul Henreid), a French Underground leader during World War II, talks with embittered barkeep Rick Blaine (Humphrey Bogart) in the latter’s closed café. Rick asks Victor whether his struggles are worth it, but Victor tells him that fighting oppression is as vital to survival as breathing.
Richard Blaine owns Rick’s Café Americaine, a popular nightclub in Casablanca in French Morocco. The year is 1941, and although Casablanca is technically part of unoccupied France, the Nazi presence grows stronger in the city every day. One of Rick’s best customers is the corrupt prefect of police, Captain Renault (Claude Rains), who has a taste for champagne, winning at roulette, and beautiful young women. Casablanca is an important point in the refugee trail out of occupied Europe, as the embarkation for Lisbon and then America. Nazis, refugees, corrupt officials, pickpockets, and black-market operators all gather at the Café Americaine for drinks, music, and gambling.
One evening, Victor Laszlo and Ilsa Lund (Ingrid Bergman) walk into Rick’s place. Ilsa and Rick were in love a couple of years earlier in Paris, but she didn’t keep her promise to meet him at the train station and escape the city together after the Germans marched in. Rick’s broken heart has made him cynical, so he now claims to have no interest in politics or world affairs. He is deeply affected by seeing Ilsa again, who he learns is married to Resistance leader Laszlo. Victor and Ilsa need exit visas to escape Europe, since the Nazis are desperate to put an end to Victor’s activities against them. Since Renault and the German Major Strasser (Conrad Veidt) refuse to give them visas by legal means for any price, their only hope of escape is two letters of transit which have fallen into Rick’s hands. Will Rick allow the woman he loved and lost to leave with another man?
[image: Dooley Wilson (left) and Humphrey Bogart in a "Casablanca" (1942) publicity still (cropped). (Public Domain)]Dooley Wilson (left) and Humphrey Bogart in a "Casablanca" (1942) publicity still (cropped). (Public Domain)


The Scene
This scene takes well into the second half of the movie. It’s one of only two times when Rick and Victor have a scene alone together. The two men know that they are rivals for Ilsa’s affection, but they never discuss this openly with each other. Instead, they communicate with glances and implications.
The scene in question comes at a tense moment in the film. Rick’s Café has been shut down by the police, because Victor was stirring up too much French patriotism among the clientele for Strasser’s liking. Earlier that evening, Victor went to a French Underground meeting, so Ilsa took the opportunity to visit Rick and plead with him for the letters of transit. Despite her best intentions, they ended up revealing that they still love each other and want to be together. Suddenly, Victor and Carl (S. Z. Sakall), one of Rick’s employees, show up at the Café after their meeting is broken up by the authorities. Asking Carl to see Ilsa home without letting Victor know of her presence in his upstairs living quarters, Rick heads downstairs to see Victor.Its Significance
This scene takes place while Victor bandages a minor wound on his arm. He is very nonchalant about the dangerous situation he and Carl narrowly escaped. Throughout the film, Victor discusses his perilous position with the utmost sangfroid. In this particular scene, Rick asks him, “Don’t you sometimes wonder if it’s worth all this? I mean, what you’re fighting for.” Matter-of-factly, Victor replies, “You might as well question why we breathe. If we stop breathing, we‘ll die. If we stop fighting our enemies, the world will die.” With the pessimism which marks his character, Rick replies, “Well, what of it? It’ll be out of its misery.” Victor observes simply, “You know how you sound, Mr. Blaine? Like a man who’s trying to convince himself of something he doesn’t believe in his heart.”
This conversation reveals a lot about both men. We know that Victor has been through unspeakable trials, even surviving a concentration camp, yet he continues his battle against the Nazis. He is offered several chances to save himself, but he refuses to betray his friends or quit fighting for what he knows to be right. He isn’t overly impassioned in this or any other scene. It wouldn’t be believable if he were, since he’s had to become calloused to survive in tough situations.
[image: Here's looking at you, kid," one of Rick's (Humphrey Bogart) most famous lines to Ilsa (Ingrid Bergman) in "Casablanca." (Warner Bros.)]Here's looking at you, kid," one of Rick's (Humphrey Bogart) most famous lines to Ilsa (Ingrid Bergman) in "Casablanca." (Warner Bros.)


On the other hand, Rick is trying too hard to be cynical and selfish. While shallow, self-centered people like Captain Renault believe his neutrality to be real, the perceptive Victor realizes that it’s an act. He doesn’t know the details about Rick’s relationship with Ilsa, but he knows that Rick is trying to convince himself more than anyone else that he doesn’t care what will happen to mankind if tyrants take over.Turning the Corner
This is just one of countless inspiring moments in “Casablanca.” This night is a huge turning point for Rick. Before this, he is bitter, angry, and negative about every aspect of life, because Ilsa hurt him so badly. Although he is impressed by the work Laszlo has done against the Nazis, he is the last person Rick wants to help after he finds out he is married to Ilsa. However, he at last finds out the truth about the Laszlos’ marriage when Ilsa comes to visit him. He also learns why Ilsa left him in Paris.
Victor’s words have a deep impact on Rick, influencing the choices he makes later in the film. He realizes that fighting the forces of evil isn’t just the job of a few Resistance leaders, like Laszlo, but of every decent person. After having been lost for years, Rick finds himself again when he rejoins the fight. So must we all join the fight for what is right to find our fullest, most noble identities.
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Reality Star’s Ex-Boyfriend Accused of Fraud
[image: Reality Star’s Ex-Boyfriend Accused of Fraud]Left: Lorenzo 'Zo' Gordon attends 2018 BET Social Awards Dinner at TWELVE Atlantic Station in Atlanta, Georgia, on March 02, 2019. (Photo by Paras Griffin/Getty Images for BET) Right: Brittish Williams attends the BET Awards 2023 at Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles, California, on June 25, 2023. (Photo by Paras Griffin/Getty Images for BET)
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Former professional basketball player Lorenzo Gordon, 40, is now facing federal charges for allegedly falsifying applications for pandemic relief loans. This follows the sentencing of his ex-girlfriend, Brittish Williams, to four years in prison for fraud-related felonies last year. Ms. Williams, who pleaded guilty to five charges in May, was arrested last week for failing to report to federal prison in West Virginia on Jan. 3.
Mr. Gordon, originally from St. Louis and a basketball player at Illinois State, played professionally in France, Germany, Turkey, and Israel. Mr. Gordon is charged with three counts of wire fraud and one count of theft of government property. The indictment filed on Wednesday accuses him of providing false information on COVID-19 business relief applications regarding the duration of operating two businesses, their earnings, and his sole ownership of a janitorial company. Federal prosecutors claim Mr. Gordon unlawfully collected nearly $273,000.
Notably, Mr. Gordon’s ex-girlfriend, Ms. Williams, first gained public attention in 2014 when she appeared on the VH1 reality show “Basketball Wives” with Mr. Gordon. Despite their subsequent breakup, the couple shares a child together. In May 2023, Ms. Williams, 33, pleaded guilty to 15 felonies, including misusing Social Security numbers, making false statements to the IRS, and wire fraud. Ms. Williams allegedly used fake social security numbers to open bank accounts. She admitted to filing nine applications for Economic Injury Disaster Loans, intended to assist businesses grappling with challenges during the pandemic. EIDL loans differ from the PPP loans in that EIDL are not forgivable and have to be paid back with interest. These applications contained false information about her business income, payroll, and even her criminal history. Investigators uncovered that Ms. Williams employed the funds acquired from two of these applications, totaling $144,400, to support her personal lifestyle.
During the sentencing hearing assistant U.S. Attorney Diane Klocke underscored the gravity of Ms.Williams’s crimes, emphasizing the necessity for stringent punishment. U.S. District Judge Henry Autrey stated: “You knew what you were doing. You knew it was wrong, and you did it anyway.” In addition to her four-year prison term, Ms. Williams will be on supervised release for five years and must pay $564,069 in restitution.PPP Fraud
They are not the first celebrities or reality stars to face troubles related to pandemic-era loans. During the peak of the COVID-19 crisis, the federal government established the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) to assist small businesses in maintaining financial stability. Despite its intended purpose of allocating up to $659 billion for job retention and related expenses, the program became a target for illicit activities.
By March 2021, federal prosecutors had charged over 120 individuals with PPP fraud. Notably, public figures, including “Love and Hip Hop: Miami” star Diamond “Baby Blue” Smith, received convictions, being sentenced to 20 months in prison for a PPP scam in December.
The U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Northern District of Georgia indicted 19 individuals, including celebrities, on charges of defrauding the PPP of over $3 million, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported on Jan. 13 2022. Seven separate indictments linked fraudulent loan applications to an Atlanta-based business consultant who received compensation for each successfully funded loan.
One defendant, Mark Mason Jr., a former University of Maryland running back, faced independent charges but was also named as an “unindicted co-conspirator” in six other lawsuits, as per court documents obtained by the newspaper.
Among the indicted celebrities are actress Ion Overman (known for Desperate Housewives), music producer Carlos “Clos” Stephens (associated with hip-hop mogul Master P), and actor Dale Godboldo (featured in The People v. O.J. Simpson).
Prosecutors allege that the defendants collaborated with Mr. Mason to submit fabricated versions of past IRS Form 941, the Employer’s Quarterly Federal Tax Return, containing false payroll figures to an approved PPP lender. Notably, these submitted documents were never actually filed with the IRS. Mr. Mason, accused of submitting fraudulent PPP loan applications for two of his businesses, purportedly received a “success fee” ranging from 2-5 percent for loans approved from the applications he assisted others in submitting.
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‘Emily in Paris’ Star Ashley Park Says She’s Recovering After Suffering Septic Shock
The 32-year-old shared that her major health scare started as tonsillitis before it ’spiraled' into septic shock. 
[image: ‘Emily in Paris’ Star Ashley Park Says She’s Recovering After Suffering Septic Shock]Ashley Park attends Netflix's "Beef" SXSW Premiere in Austin, Texas, on March 18, 2023. (Roger Kisby/Getty Images for Netflix)
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Ashley Park revealed on Friday that she is recovering from a major health scare that occurred while she was traveling outside the country.
“I hesitated to share what’s been happening as I’m still in the throes of recovery...but I now know I’m safely on the other side of the worst,” Ms. Park wrote in a social media post on Jan. 19.
The “Emily in Paris” star, who portrays Mindy Chen on the Netflix series, went on to explain that she had a tonsil infection that “spiraled” into septic shock, a life-threatening condition. Her post had received more than 400,000 likes and nearly 9,000 comments within hours of going up.
“As I sit here processing and recovering from the first few weeks of 2024, the only word I can think of is grateful,” she wrote on Instagram. “While on holiday in December into New Years [sic], what started as tonsillitis spiraled into critical septic shock, which infected and affected several of my organs.
“I am grateful that my health has improved despite what we had initially been told,” she continued.
The 32-year-old’s message also confirmed her fans’ suspicions that she and co-star Paul Forman’s onscreen chemistry had resulted in an offscreen romance.
“Grateful most of all to @peforman for being unconditionally by my side through all this,” Ms. Park wrote, alongside photos of the couple from her hospital room.
In one of the images she shared, Mr. Forman can be seen kissing Ms. Park on the forehead while she’s lying in a hospital bed with an oxygen cannula in her nose.
“You calmed my fears and held me through ambulances, three foreign hospitals, a week in the ICU, scary ERs, countless scans and tests and injections, excruciating pain, and so much confusion, all while we were alone on the other side of the world far from those we know.”
Another image shows the couple holding hands at the bedside.
The post also contains a video of Mr. Forman putting Ms. Park’s hair in a ponytail for her.
“I love you, Paul. More than I can ever say,” she wrote.
Mr. Paul, 28, is a French-British actor and model who portrayed Nicolas de Léon in season 3 of the romantic comedy series.
Rumors had swirled for months about the co-stars, who had been spotted together on multiple occasions, according to The U.S. Sun.
Mr. Forman also shared a photo of the couple leaning in closely to each other.
“By your side, no matter what, @ashleyparklady,” the Instagram caption read.
Ms. Park also expressed deep gratitude to the medical providers who cared for her during the ordeal.
“And I’m deeply grateful to every doctor and ICU nurse who worked tirelessly and especially the @JoaliBeing team, for responding immediately and staying with me to provide language translations and vital support,” she wrote.
She thanked her parents and others back home who helped her navigate her treatment and care in a foreign country.
“Infinite thanks to my personal team of heroes at home who were on calls with insurance, Paul, my parents, and doctors at all hours (you know who you are),” the post continued.
Lastly, she thanked her fans, promising them she was on the mend.
“Thanks for reading this,” she wrote. “I’m sorry for being so absent recently to so much and to people in my life. I love you all. I’m healing, and I promise I’m gonna be okay.”Season 4 in Production
Fans will also be happy to hear that after months of delays due to the strikes in Hollywood, production for season 4 is underway, according to the official “Emily in Paris” Instagram account.
An image showed Lily Collins, who plays the main character Emily Cooper, holding up a copy of the script for a table read on Jan. 17.
“Bonjour from Paris! Emily in Paris season 4 is now in production,” the caption read.
It is not yet known when the new episodes are expected to drop.
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Alec Baldwin Indicted by Grand Jury in ‘Rust’ Shooting
The longtime actor’s attorneys indicated they will fight the charges.
[image: Alec Baldwin Indicted by Grand Jury in ‘Rust’ Shooting]Actor Alec Baldwin attends the 2019 PEN America Literary Gala In New York, on May 21, 2019. (Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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Actor Alec Baldwin was indicted by a New Mexico grand jury over the 2021 death of “Rust” cinematographer Halyna Hutchins after a prop gun fired a live round and struck her, according to court documents.
According to several media outlets, the move to indict Mr. Baldwin was confirmed Friday after the grand jury heard evidence presented by special prosecutors. He was charged with involuntary manslaughter.
Specifically, he was charged with involuntary manslaughter—negligent use of a firearm—or, in the alternative, involuntary manslaughter—without due caution or circumspection—reported ABC News. Both are fourth-degree felonies.
His lawyers suggested to several news outlets Friday that they would fight the charge. “We look forward to our day in court,” Baldwin lawyers Alex Spiro and Luke Nikas said in a statement.
The “30 Rock” actor’s initial involuntary manslaughter charges were dropped in April 2023. At the time, prosecutors said they could be brought again, however.
“Rust” armorer Hannah Gutierrez was charged with two counts of involuntary manslaughter as well. She faces an additional charge of evidence tampering.
The special prosecutors, Kari Morrissey and Jason Lewis sent the gun for more forensic testing several months ago. Experts who evaluated the firearm found that it could have only fired if the trigger was pulled.
“This fatal incident was the consequence of the hammer being manually retracted to its fully rearward and cocked position followed, at some point, by the pull or rearward depression of the trigger,” their report concluded. “Although Alec Baldwin repeatedly denies pulling the trigger, given the tests, findings and observations reported here, the trigger had to be pulled or depressed sufficiently to release the fully cocked or retracted hammer of the evidence revolver.”
While the proceeding is shrouded in secrecy, two of the witnesses seen at the courthouse included crew members—one who was present when the fatal shot was fired and another who had walked off the set the day before due to safety concerns.
Mr. Baldwin, the lead actor and a co-producer on the Western movie, was pointing a gun at Ms. Hutchins during a rehearsal on a movie set outside Santa Fe in October 2021 when the gun went off, killing her and wounding director Joel Souza. But Mr. Baldwin has said he pulled back the hammer but not the trigger, and the gun fired.
An earlier FBI report on the agency’s analysis of the gun found that, as is common with firearms of that design, it could go off without pulling the trigger if force was applied to an uncocked hammer, such as by dropping the weapon.
The only way the testers could get it to fire was by striking the gun with a mallet while the hammer was down and resting on the cartridge or by pulling the trigger while it was fully cocked. The gun eventually broke during testing.
The 2021 shooting resulted in a series of civil lawsuits, including wrongful death claims filed by members of Hutchins’ family, centered on accusations that the defendants were lax with safety standards. Mr. Baldwin and other defendants have disputed those allegations.
Ms. Hutchins’ widower, Matthew Hutchins, also filed a lawsuit after the incident, reaching a settlement in 2022. It allowed for insurance funds and a portion of “Rust’s” profits to help the couple’s child.
When the settlement was reached, Mr. Hutchins said he didn’t assign blame to Mr. Baldwin.
“I have no interest in engaging in recriminations or attribution of blame (to the producers or Mr. Baldwin),” he said at the time, according to reports. “All of us believe Halyna’s death was a terrible accident. I am grateful that the producers and the entertainment community have come together to pay tribute to Halyna’s final work.”
The Rust Movie Productions company has paid a $100,000 fine to state workplace safety regulators after a scathing narrative of failures in violation of standard industry protocols, including testimony that production managers took limited or no action to address two misfires on set before the fatal shooting.
The filming of “Rust” resumed last year in Montana under an agreement with the cinematographer’s widower, Matthew Hutchins, that made him an executive producer.
The movie’s assistant director, David Halls, was named as the individual who gave the firearm to Mr. Baldwin on the day of the shooting. Last year, he signed a plea deal for the “charge of negligent use of a deadly weapon” and received six months’ probation, according to prosecutors.
The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Robert Patrick Says Accident Inspired Him to Pursue Acting
[image: Robert Patrick Says Accident Inspired Him to Pursue Acting]U.S. actor Robert Patrick poses during the closing ceremony of the 57th Monte-Carlo Television Festival in Monaco on June 20, 2017. (Valery Hache/AFP via Getty Images)
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As an established actor best known for his villainous roles in “Terminator 2” and “Reacher,” it took a life-changing experience for Robert Patrick to throw his entire heart and soul behind his dream of becoming an actor.
Following an incident in 1984, Mr. Patrick, 65, has not only appeared in “Die Hard 2” and TV’s “The Sopranos,” but “The X-Files” and “1923.” He currently co-stars in season 2 of Prime Video’s “Reacher.”
In a recent interview with The Wall Street Journal, Mr. Patrick shared his journey from a young man growing up in a middle class family under a military father to faltering at football in college after realizing he wasn’t the most gifted student.
After his sports debacle and while experiencing his self-confidence being shattered, he embarked on a path to self-discovery.Identified With the Movies
Because his parents loved the movies, a turning point occurred for Mr. Patrick when they took him to see the 1963 film “A Boy Ten Feet Tall,” which co-starred Fergus McClelland, who played a 10-year-old. Mr. Patrick identified with the part and felt a desire to act someday.
It was during the time he was still trying to figure out his life’s path that the acting bug got him and stuck.
“I liked being in front of a camera in commercials, and part of me wanted to be an actor. But that wasn’t done in my family, so I held back,” Mr. Patrick said.
In 1984, while Mr. Patrick was sailing a friend’s 30-foot boat, it capsized and sank. Five of the passengers, including Mr. Patrick’s younger brother Lewis, fell overboard. The boat apparently hadn’t been properly prepped.
Patrick proceeded to swim three-and-a-half miles to shore for help, praying and promising with each stroke that if he survived, he’d genuinely pursue acting.
He ended up making it to the Cleveland yacht club where he and some others then had access to another boat to rescue the others who were with him.
After that, Mr. Patrick kept his vow to move to either Los Angeles or New York to pursue what’s considered one of the hardest careers to be successful in.
From there after flipping a coin, he packed a bag, traversed the country, and made it to the west coast.
[image: Actor Robert Patrick (R) waits for the start of the "Rolling to Remember Ceremony: Honoring Our Nations Veterans and POW/MIA" at the White House in Washington, on May 22, 2020. (Mandel Ngan/AFP via Getty Images)]Actor Robert Patrick (R) waits for the start of the "Rolling to Remember Ceremony: Honoring Our Nations Veterans and POW/MIA" at the White House in Washington, on May 22, 2020. (Mandel Ngan/AFP via Getty Images)


He Had the Look and Swagger
At first, Mr. Patrick described himself as “awful,” but he recalled having a look and a swagger and “something people were picking up on.” The acting aspect of his life came together quickly.
“I also realized I was an artist before I was allowed to feel like one. It just kind of came out of me. In 1989, I was cast in ‘Die Hard 2.’ Then a year later, my new agent got me an audition for ‘Terminator 2.’ I was cast as T-1000, a huge turning point.”
It’s not that Mr. Patrick didn’t experience the typical Hollywood struggles as a hopeful actor.
He lived in his car and worked at a restaurant, where he met a contact who urged him to audition for a play.
“They needed an edgy presence,” he recalled.
Then another friend connected him to notable producer Roger Corman, who was needing an extra in a biker film called “Warlords From Hell,” directed by Clark Henderson. Watching Mr. Corman, Mr. Patrick said he “learned everything instinctively.”Early Hollywood Struggles
In a 2015 interview with NPR, Mr. Patrick recalled his earlier days in Hollywood.
“I had a view of the Hollywood sign,” he said. “I would sit there and look at that Hollywood sign and think: ‘Alright, you’re here. Let’s make something happen.'”
He also remembered going out to his car, getting in, and crying after landing his role in “Die Hard 2.”
“I literally sat there and cried a bit. I remember that. I was so joyful,” he said.
Landing the role in “Terminator 2” also proved to be life-changing because at the time he was battling drug and alcohol addiction. He knew that in tackling such a challenging role he was going to have to curtail his drug habit and he did, cold turkey.
Now 21 years sober, the devout Episcopalian said it was all those experiences that have led to the life he now leads with his wife Barbara in a beautiful home in the Hollywood hills.
“Looking back, I’m so thankful for that boating accident,” said Mr. Patrick. “Climbing out of the water that day, I was a new person.”
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Snoop Dogg’s 24-Year Old Daughter Cori Reveals Hospitalization Following Severe Stroke
[image: Snoop Dogg’s 24-Year Old Daughter Cori Reveals Hospitalization Following Severe Stroke]Recording artist Snoop Dogg and his daughter, Cori Broadus, attend the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards at The Forum in Inglewood, California, on Aug. 24, 2014. (Photo by Christopher Polk/Getty Images for MTV)
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Cori Broadus, the 24-year-old daughter of entertainer Snoop Dogg, took to social media on Thursday morning to share an update about her health. In an Instagram story, accompanied by a photo from a hospital bed, she disclosed that she had experienced a severe stroke, expressing her emotions by stating: “I had a severe stroke this a.m. I started breaking down crying when they told me.”  In a subsequent story, Ms. Broadus added: “Like I’m only 24 what did I do in my past to deserve all of this.”
Strokes occur when there is a disruption in the blood supply to the brain, leading to damage to brain cells. Recognizing the signs of a stroke is crucial for prompt medical intervention, as time is of the essence. The CDC website lists common signs, including sudden numbness or weakness in the face, arm, or leg—especially on one side of the body. Other symptoms may include confusion, trouble speaking or understanding speech, severe headache, and difficulty walking.
Dr.  Shahram Majidi,  an endovascular neurosurgeon and assistant professor of neurosurgery, neurology, and radiology at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, who is not treating Ms. Broadus, told Today: “We need to remember that 10 to 15% of stroke happens in … patients younger than 50,” In 2022, Dr. Shahram cautioned that young people should inform themselves of the signs and symptoms of stroke, as well as risk factors including high blood pressure, diabetes, and high cholesterol.
This isn’t the first time Ms. Broadus has faced health challenges. At the age of 6, she was diagnosed with lupus, a chronic autoimmune disease where the immune system attacks the body’s tissues and organs. According to The Mayo Clinic, there is no cure for lupus.  Symptoms include fever, joint pain, shortness of breath, chest pain, and facial rashes. Her journey with lupus has been a public one, and she has been candid about her decisions regarding her health. In a previous interview with People Magazine, she discussed her choice to adopt a more natural and holistic approach to well-being, moving away from a dependency on medication. “I’ve had medication since I was 6 years old, depending on these drugs all my life. So I wanted better for myself,” she told the magazine.
In that same interview, Ms. Broadus opened up about her mental health struggles, revealing a previous suicide attempt in 2021. In an Instagram caption, she credited her family and her boyfriend for giving her purpose, and realizing life is “much more than materialistic things.”
Amidst her ongoing health challenges, Ms. Broadus announced her engagement to boyfriend Wayne Duece in 2022.
Cori Broadus is the daughter of Shante and Calvin Broadus, professionally known as Snoop Dogg, a well-known figure in the entertainment industry. Snoop Dogg is known for his contributions to music, film, television, and business. The Broadus family occasionally shares glimpses into their lives with the public, and from 2007 to 2009, they starred in a reality show on E! called “Snoop Dogg’s Father Hood,“ which centered around Snoop and his wife Shante raising their three children.
As of now, there has been no official statement from Snoop Dogg or his representatives.
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NFL Announces ‘Black National Anthem’ Will Be Performed at Super Bowl
A song dubbed the ‘Black National Anthem’ will be performed at this year’s Super Bowl pre-game show, the NFL said, drawing mixed reactions.
[image: NFL Announces ‘Black National Anthem’ Will Be Performed at Super Bowl]Andra Day performs onstage during the 2024 Beloved Community Awards, in Atlanta, Ga., on Jan. 13, 2024. (Paras Griffin/Getty Images)
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The NFL has announced that the pregame entertainment for Super Bowl LVIII will include the performance of a song known colloquially as the “Black National Anthem,” drawing mixed reactions and stirring debate on social media and beyond.
Grammy-winning R&B singer Andra Day will perform “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” unofficially known as the “Black National Anthem,” ahead of the Super Bowl game at Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas, Nevada, on Feb. 11, the NFL said in a Jan. 18 announcement.
The song, written by NAACP leader James Weldon Johnson in 1900, served as a rallying cry for black Americans during the civil rights era.
Ms. Day took to X, formerly known as Twitter, to post her reaction to the NFL’s announcement.
“Peace & Blessings!!! Performing the Anthem at the SuperBowl yall! Grateful! Thank You God,” she wrote.
While Ms. Day’s reaction to the NFL’s announcement was understandably positive, reactions on X to the NFL’s post were mixed.Reactions
Some reactions online to news that Ms. Day would be singing the “Black National Anthem” at the Super Bowl were positive, with some people praising the lineup.
“That’s a good lineup! Love it,” one user commented in a post on X.
Country music legend Reba McEntire will perform the national anthem at the pre-game show, while musician Post Malone will deliver a rendition of “America the Beautiful.”
There were plenty of negative reactions to the NFL’s decision to include “Lift Every Voice and Sing” at the pre-game show, however.
Some people suggested it sows division because there already is a national anthem for everyone.
“No need for a separate national anthem for the black community,” one user wrote. “Don’t need a ‘black’ national anthem and an ‘everyone else’ national anthem. Our national anthem is called that for a reason—it’s for all Americans.”
Another user said they found “Lift Every Voice and Sing” a “beautiful song” but added they would rather have no anthem at all performed at the Super Bowl “than two divided on race.”More Details
For her part, Ms. McEntire said she was honored to be picked to perform “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
“I’m honored to be part of something as big and historic as the Super Bowl coming to Las Vegas for the first time,” Ms. McEntire said in a press statement.
“2024 marks 50 years since I was discovered singing the National Anthem at the National Finals Rodeo, and I can’t think of a better way to celebrate that anniversary,” she added.
Emmy-winning musical director and producer Adam Blackstone will produce and arrange both “Lift Every Voice and Sing” and “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
Meanwhile, at last year’s Super Bowl in Glendale, Arizona, the performance of “Lift Every Voice and Sing” stirred controversy both online and off, with then-Arizona gubernatorial candidate Kari Lake making headlines by refusing to stand during the performance.
[image: Arizona Republican gubernatorial nominee Kari Lake speaks to supporters during her election night event at The Scottsdale Resort at McCormick Ranch in Scottsdale, Ariz., on Nov. 8, 2022. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)]Arizona Republican gubernatorial nominee Kari Lake speaks to supporters during her election night event at The Scottsdale Resort at McCormick Ranch in Scottsdale, Ariz., on Nov. 8, 2022. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


Photos posted on social media showed Ms. Lake remaining seated for the “Black National Anthem” at last year’s game.
Her campaign’s X account, Kari Lake War Room, explained in a post: “Our girl is against the idea of a ‘black National Anthem’ for the same reason she’s against a ‘white National Anthem,’” namely that “she subscribes to the idea of ‘one Nation, under God.’”
Actress Sheryl Lee Ralph performed “Lift Every Voice and Sing” at the 2023 Super Bowl game at State Farm Stadium in Glendale.
Ms. Ralph’s rendition was the first performance of the song live on-field during the Super Bowl.
[image: Sheryl Lee Ralph performs "Lift Every Voice and Sing" before the 2023 Super Bowl at State Farm Stadium in Glendale, Ariz., on Feb. 12, 2023. (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images)]Sheryl Lee Ralph performs "Lift Every Voice and Sing" before the 2023 Super Bowl at State Farm Stadium in Glendale, Ariz., on Feb. 12, 2023. (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images)


At the time, Ms. Ralph told ET that she was thrilled to be picked to sing the song, saying that it sent a political message.
“I thought what a wonderful honor it is for me to be here singing this song inside the arena with the NFL, making a huge gesture for diversity, inclusion, and the end of so many of these isms that people want to keep alive to divide us,” she told the media outlet.
Then, as now, there were mixed reactions to the NFL’s decision to include the song in the lineup.
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