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The Epoch Times is an independent voice in print and on the web. We report news responsibly and truthfully so that readers can improve their own lives and increase their understanding and respect for their neighbors next door and around the globe.
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Iowa Republican Sen. Chuck Grassley, who was elected in November to serve an eighth term in the Senate, is set to undergo surgery this week after sustaining an injury on Jan. 10, his office has announced.

A statement from his office said he “hurt his hip” but “is otherwise in good spirits and is expected to make a full recovery.”

The lawmaker’s office did not provide further details as to how the 89-year-old became injured, or what type of surgery he will be having.

Grassley is one of the longest-serving senators in U.S. history, having held one of Iowa’s Senate seats since 1981, and has the most seniority of any current senator. The lawmaker has never received less than 60 percent of the votes in his re-election bids.

He was sworn into the new term on Jan. 3 after comfortably beating retired Navy admiral Michael Franken, a Democrat, in last year’s elections.

Grassley is also the oldest Republican senator and the second oldest senator. California Senator Dianne Feinstein, a Republican, is also 89 but was born about three months before Grassley.

Despite his age, Grassley previously said he maintains a healthy and active lifestyle which includes waking up at 4 a.m. in the morning and jogging for two miles before arriving at work.

“My age comes up, and this morning I got up at four o’clock like I do six times a week and jogged two miles,” Grassley told reporters during a conference call in February 2021 when he was weighing up whether or not to pursue an eighth term in the U.S. Senate.

Grassley Says Leg Was Nearly Amputated

“If I can do that every day, I hope nobody has any questions about my ability to conduct a campaign. It’ll be up to the voters to decide whether or not I should be re-elected, but I hope they won’t say I can’t conduct a campaign,” the Senator said.

Grassley later went on to announce his re-election bid by sharing a video of himself waking up at 4 a.m. and going for his regular run.

Prior to sustaining his injury on Tuesday, Grassley appeared Monday at the opening day of the 2023 session of the Iowa Legislature, where he administered the oath of office to his grandson, Pat Grassley, who is the Speaker of the Iowa House.

During Monday’s session, Grassley told local radio show KJAN that he had previously had surgery on his left leg after doctors discovered a non-malignant tumor. The surgery at the time involved translating bones from his hip into the area where bone had been removed from his lower leg.

“I had to wait two days to decide whether they were going to amputate my leg or take care of it another way,” Grassley said. “Now, if you saw it on X-rays, you’d just see a little mark around where they grafted it in. But they took more than two-thirds of the bone below the knee.”

Grassley’s fellow Iowa Sen. Joni Ernst, a Republican, led well wishes for him on Tuesday, posting to Twitter: “join me in praying for a speedy recovery for Chuck Grassley. I know he’ll be back on his 4 a.m. running routine in no time!”

Iowa congresswoman Rep. Ashley Hinson, also a Republican, said she was praying “for a full and speedy recovery for Senator Chuck Grassley.”

“I know he’ll be back to his morning runs in no time,” Hinson added.
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Former Vice President Mike Pence has taken aim at what he says is a “double standard” in how both the media and Department of Justice responded to the discovery of classified documents at a Washington think tank that President Joe Biden worked at before taking office.

Speaking with conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt on Jan. 10, Pence also criticized the FBI’s raid of former President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence last August, during which investigators seized around 100 documents marked classified or top secret.

Trump is currently being investigated by the DOJ over his handling of the documents.

“The willingness of the national media to just turn away and turn a deaf ear … to the disclosures that when Vice President Biden left office he left with classified documents as well, it just shows you,” Pence said. “It’s like I said before; if they didn’t have double standards, they’d have no standards at all.”

“Equal treatment in the law is at the very center of the expectation of the American people and of our history and our tradition,” Pence continued.

Pence’s comments come shortly after White House attorney Richard Sauber confirmed on Monday that documents with classified markings were found inside a locked closet at the Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and Global Engagement in Washington.

Biden had previously used the office from mid-2017 until the start of his 2020 presidential campaign.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] U.S. President Joe Biden speaks during a message for the media as part of the 2023 North American Leaders Summit at Palacio Nacional in Mexico City, Mexico, on Jan. 10, 2023. (Hector Vivas/Getty Images)


Biden Lawyer Confirms Classified Documents Found

The White House Counsel’s Office notified the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) of the discovery and the agency retrieved the materials the following day, Sauber said.

According to Biden’s lawyer, the documents were found on Nov. 2, 2022, just days before the midterm elections, but he did not disclose the findings until nearly two months later.

In a statement to NBC News on Tuesday, the White House Counsel’s Office declined to state why it had waited more than two months to publicly disclose the discovery of the documents.

“This is an ongoing process under review by [the Department of Justice], so we are going to be limited in what we can say at this time,” Ian Sams, spokesman for the White House Counsel’s Office, told NBC News.

“But we are committed to doing this the right way, and we will provide further details when and as appropriate,” Sams said.

During his interview on Tuesday, Pence also branded the FBI’s search of Mar-a-Lago “a massive overreach” and “deeply troubling.”

“This double standard is just as troubling. You know, there’s that old saying that if they didn’t have double standards, they’d have no standards at all … But having now created that standard and now abandoned that standard when the current president of the United States is found to have had classified documents in his possession after leaving office, I think it just, I have no words right now,” Pence added.

Earlier on Monday, Trump also commented on the discovery of the classified documents.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Supporters of former U.S. President Donald Trump in West Palm Beach, Fla. drive around the Paul G. Rogers Federal Building & Courthouse as the court on Aug. 18, 2022 holds a hearing to determine if the affidavit used by the FBI as justification for the raid of Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate should be unsealed. (Chandan Khanna/AFP via Getty Images)


‘These Documents Were Definitely Not Declassified’

“When is the FBI going to raid the many homes of Joe Biden, perhaps even the White House? These documents were definitely not declassified,” Trump wrote on his social media platform, Truth Social.

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) also said Monday that the discovery “just shows that they were trying to be political to President Trump,” in reference to the Biden administration and the DOJ, which has claimed that Trump violated a number of laws when he took documents with him from the White House to his South Florida home.

Trump has said he declassified the materials when he left office and has not been charged with any crime.

Elsewhere, newly appointed House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer (R-Ky.) also alleged double standards in how classified documents were handled.

In a statement on Jan. 10, Comer said he is requesting information from NARA and the White House Counsel’s Office about Biden’s “failure to return highly classified records from his time as vice president.”

“Chairman Comer is concerned that NARA’s inconsistent application of the Presidential Records Act and treatment of classified records held by former President Trump and President Biden raise questions about potential political bias at the agency,” the statement reads.

Republicans have taken control of the House of Representatives and have signaled that they will conduct new investigations into Biden and his family members, including his son Hunter Biden.
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Cate Blanchett won best actress for Tar, becoming Australia’s sole trophy winner at the 80th annual awards show on its return to TV after a diversity and ethics scandal.

Steven Spielberg’s The Fabelmans and dark comedy The Banshees of Inisherin have landed the top movie awards at the Golden Globes as Hollywood returned to a show that had been knocked off television by scandal.

The actress was unable to accept the award in person because she is filming in the UK.

The Fabelmans, a coming-of-age story based on Spielberg’s teen years, was named best movie drama at the star-studded ceremony.

Banshees of Inisherin, the story of feuding friends on an Irish island, won best movie musical or comedy.

The awards are likely to give both movies a boost on the road to the Academy Awards in March.

Blanchett’s win on Tuesday followed losses for fellow Aussies Hugh Jackman, Margot Robbie, Baz Luhrmann and Elizabeth Debicki.

Luhrmann was up for best director for Elvis but lost to Steven Spielberg for his coming-of-age movie The Fabelmans, which along with Elvis, was vying with sci-fi blockbuster Avatar: The Way of Water for the evening’s top honour.

However, Elvis claimed a best actor win for star Austin Butler.

“I’m in this room with all my heroes,” Butler said while accepting the award.

“I can’t believe I’m here. Brad (Pitt), I love you. Quentin (Tarantino), I printed out the script of Pulp Fiction when I was 12 years old.”

The flashy Elvis biopic and sci-fi blockbuster Avatar: The Way of Water were vying for the top honour of best drama film against The Fabelmans and Tar.

Top Gun: Maverick also was in the mix, though the military action film’s chances were likely hurt by star Tom Cruise returning his Globe statues in protest in 2021, awards experts said.

Veteran actor Michelle Yeoh also took a top movie award for Everything Everywhere All at Once, beating Robbie for her role in Babylon.

“Hollywood was a dream come true until I came here,” the actor, of Malaysian descent, said, noting that she was called a “minority” and asked if she could speak English early in her career.

Colin Farrell, who won lead actor in a movie musical or comedy for his work in the dark Irish comedy Banshees of Inisherin, thanked his fellow cast members, including Jenny the Donkey.

In TV categories, Julia Garner won best supporting actress in a TV series for Ozark, beating Debicki for her portrayal of Princess Diana in the fifth season of The Crown.

Abbott Elementary creator and star Quinta Brunson was honoured as best actress in a TV musical or comedy.

Celebrities and broadcaster NBC abandoned the 2022 Globes because of ethical lapses at the Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFPA), the group that hands out the awards.

A larger, more diverse membership and other changes by the HFPA persuaded many of the biggest movie and TV stars to support this year’s ceremony, which provides publicity for winners and nominees and often boosts their chances at the Oscars.

The show unfolded largely as it had in years past, except for a biting monologue from comedian and host Jerrod Carmichael who opened the show joking, “I’m here because I’m black”.

“One day you’re making mint tea at home. The next day you’re invited to be the Black face of an embattled white organisation,” he said at the ceremony, which was broadcast live on the NBC network and streamed on Peacock.

Roughly 200 journalists and others from the international film industry voted on this year’s Globes.

Among those voters, almost 52 percent are racially and ethnically diverse, including 10 per cent who are Black, according to the HFPA.
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The Department of Defense has announced it is formally ending the COVID-19 vaccine mandate for the U.S. Military and the National Guard but did not provide any signal as to whether those discharged due to having refused the vaccine would have any chance of being re-enlisted.

“No individuals currently serving in the Armed Forces shall be separated solely on the basis of their refusal to receive the COVID-19 vaccination if they sought an accommodation on religious, administrative, or medical grounds,” Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin wrote in a memorandum (pdf) dated Jan. 10.

“The Military Departments will update the records of such individuals to remove any adverse actions solely associated with denials of such requests, including letters of reprimand,” Austin said in the memo.

“The Secretaries of the Military Departments will further cease any ongoing reviews of current Service member religious, administrative, or medical accommodation requests solely for exemption from the COVID-19 vaccine or appeals of denials of such requests.”

The directive comes after the Pentagon in late December 2022 halted all actions related to the COVID-19 vaccine mandate, which Austin had imposed in August 2021.

The Pentagon chief noted that vaccines have been given to over two million service members and that 96 percent of the active and reserve forces are fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Austin said in the memo he is “deeply proud” of the Pentagon’s efforts to combat COVID-19.

More than 8,000 service members have been discharged for refusing the vaccine.

Re-Enlistment Unclear After Thousands Discharged

President Joe Biden, on Dec. 23, 2022, signed into law the $858 billion National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for the fiscal year 2023, which had passed via bipartisan majorities in the House and Senate. The legislation stipulated that Austin must rescind the COVID-19 vaccine mandate for members of the armed forces within 30 days of Biden’s signature.

Austin cited the legislation in repealing the mandates issued in August 2021 for U.S. military members and in November 2021 for the National Guard.

Until the passing of the NDAA FY2023, the military COVID-19 mandates had been kept in place—even amid plummeting efficacy of the vaccine against infection and severe illness since the spread of the Omicron variant in late 2021 and amid research suggesting that natural immunity could be more effective than vaccination.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] A member of the U.S. military receives the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine at Camp Foster in Ginowan, Japan, on April 28, 2021. (Carl Court/Getty Images)


The mandates saw resistance among troops and Americans at large, including lawmakers in Congress, who argued in favor of bodily autonomy free from coercion.

Even before the mandates, Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) in July 2021 shared that military members said they would quit instead of receiving a COVID-19 vaccine.

By October 2022, just two months before Congress passed the NDAA FY2023, The Epoch Times reported that military officers who became injured after their COVID-19 vaccinations called for the mandate to be scrapped.

Republican lawmakers, who comprised the minority in both chambers last year, had pushed for the removal of the vaccine mandate and celebrated the provision in the NDAA FY2023 upon its passing in the House and Senate.

The Pentagon discharged a total of “3,300 Marines, 1,800 soldiers, 1,800 sailors, and 900 airmen simply based on their personal decision to not take the COVID vaccine,” House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) said in a statement back on Dec. 6, 2022.

“These heroes deserve justice now that the mandate is no more,” he said. “The Biden administration must correct service records and not stand in the way of re-enlisting any service member discharged simply for not taking the COVID vaccine.”

The Epoch Times has reached out to the Pentagon asking whether it has any plans to re-enlist those who had been discharged for the sole reason of refusing the COVID-19 vaccine. The Pentagon has not immediately responded to a request for comment.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Soldiers file paperwork before being administered COVID-19 vaccines in Fort Knox, Ky., on Sept. 9, 2021. (Jon Cherry/Getty Images)


Troop Retention Concerns

McCarthy said at the time the Army and Navy “missed their 2022 recruitment goals by thousands of service members.” Meanwhile, noting the thousands discharged, McCarthy said the COVID-19 vaccine mandate “was detrimental to the ranks, and there is no doubt it put our national security at risk.”

McCarthy’s concerns over military retention were reflected in a projection by the Army National Guard in October 2022 of a loss of as many as 14,000 soldiers across the country over the next two years. This was attributed to refusals to comply with the COVID-19 vaccine mandate. A loss of 9,000 soldiers was projected for the fiscal year 2023, and another 5,000 soldiers was projected for fiscal 2024, if the mandate persists.

Austin, also on Dec. 6, 2022, drew public attention to recruitment and said there’s no “hard data that directly links the COVID mandate to an affect on our recruiting.” A day later, Deputy Pentagon Press Secretary Sabrina Singh said in a statement that the mandate “appears to have very minimal impact on recruiting.” The two did not comment on retention.

Austin, in his Jan. 10 memo, said the Pentagon “will continue to promote and encourage COVID-19 vaccination for all Service members.”

For the service members who were administratively discharged “on the sole basis that the Service member failed to obey a lawful order” to take the vaccine, Austin said the Pentagon is prevented by law from giving anything less than a general (under honorable conditions) discharge. A general discharge is a step down from an honorable discharge and is generally given to troops who had satisfactory service but had minor misconduct.

He said service members who received a general discharge may petition their military department’s discharge review boards for “correction of military or naval records” to request a correction to the characterization of their discharge.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/chances-of-re-enlistment-unclear-for-discharged-troops-after-pentagon-formally-rescinds-covid-19-vaccine-mandate_4976580.html



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


New Mexico Police Arrest Suspect in Shootings at Democratic Officials’ Homes


						[image: Houses reach the edge of the desert on the outskirts of Albuquerque, N.M., on July 5, 2018. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)]
Houses reach the edge of the desert on the outskirts of Albuquerque, N.M., on July 5, 2018. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)
						

							
							Crime and Incidents							
						
By Reuters
				[image: Reuters]
				Reuters




				

				


								January 11, 2023
								Updated: January 11, 2023
							


Police in New Mexico on Monday said they had arrested a man in connection with shootings at the homes and offices of six elected Democratic officials.

“There is a suspect in custody, on unrelated charges, related to these incidents,” Albuquerque police Chief Harold Medina told a press conference. “We do have one of the firearms involved in one of the incidents in our possession.”

Medina declined to comment on the unrelated charges or a motive.

The string of attacks began in early December, with the most recent occurring last week when multiple shots were fired at the southwest Albuquerque home of state Senator Linda Lopez and the downtown law office of state Senator Moe Maestas.

No one has been injured in the shootings in Albuquerque.

Police on Monday said a sixth legislator, incoming Speaker of the New Mexico House Javier Martinez, had reported gunshots were fired at his house in early December.

“We have identified potential connections between some of the shootings,” Medina said.
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The husband of a missing Massachusetts mother of three appeared in a Cohasset court on Monday on a charge related to her disappearance.

Brian Walshe was escorted to Quincy District Court to be arraigned on a charge of misleading police who are investigating his wife’s disappearance.

His wife, Ana Walshe, a 39-year-old realtor, hasn’t been seen since New Year’s Day.

In court, Brian Walshe, 46, was seen in handcuffs and wearing what appeared to be plastic bags over his shoes.

The court hearing revealed that blood was found in the Walshe family home’s basement, as well as a partly damaged knife with traces of blood on it.

The prosecutors said that Brian Walshe—who was under house arrest for an earlier crime pending sentencing—asked permission to drive to his mother on New Year’s day for a medical emergency.

He also told police he would be going to two supermarkets that day and specified which, but surveillance footage showed no sign of him at either location. Nor did he have any receipts of any purchases.

Prosecutors said that on the next day, Jan. 2, Brian Walshe told police he would go buy ice cream for his son, but security footage at a Home Depot showed he purchased $450 worth of cleaning supplies.

Ana Walshe’s phone pinged in the area of her home on both Jan. 1 and Jan. 2, prosecutors said.

Brian Walshe pleaded not guilty at the hearing, and a $500,000 cash bail was set under a $5 million bond, reported New York Post.

He has hired well-known lawyer Tracy Miner.

Police Continue Search

Police are continuing their investigation into the fate of Ana Walshe, who was last seen at her Cohasset home shortly after midnight on New Year’s Day.

She was meant to use a ride-share service to catch a flight from Boston Logan International Airport for work on New Year’s Day, Cohasset Police Chief William Quigley said at a news conference Friday.

It was unclear if she actually took the rideshare, he said at the time, but authorities confirmed she never boarded the flight.

Her husband and her employer in Washington D.C. reported her missing several days later, the police chief said.

Guilty in Earlier Case

Brian Walshe had pleaded guilty in 2021 to wire fraud, interstate transportation for a scheme to defraud, possession of converted goods, and unlawful monetary transaction, according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Massachusetts.

He allegedly took two original Andy Warhol paintings from a friend in South Korea and put them on eBay. He allegedly sold fake copies of the paintings, and he is still awaiting sentencing in that case.
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DES MOINES, Iowa—An apparent cyberattack on Iowa’s largest school district has led officials to cancel classes for 30,000 students for a second day as technicians scramble to protect data and restore the computer system, the district’s leader said Tuesday afternoon.

The Des Moines school district’s interim superintendent, Matt Smith, said officials received an alert Monday about a possible “cybersecurity event” that led them to cancel classes Tuesday and then to keep schools closed Wednesday. On Tuesday night, the district announced that school would reopen Thursday.

“When our system is down, it impacts every aspect of our organization,” Smith said, noting everything from school bus routes to lunch menus are controlled through the computer system.

Smith said it wasn’t clear what had happened to the computer system.

“It was a cybersecurity event that we can’t confirm yet until we run through all of our diagnostics and all of our protocols to get the forensics back to understand that specifically,” Smith said. “What I can tell you is we are operating as if it is a ransomware attack just to be sure.”

Smith said federal and state authorities were helping the district respond to the problem.

Although there are plenty questions about what happened, Smith said officials believe the payroll system is safe and that its nearly 5,000 teachers and staff can be paid. The district also has restored its website, which enables it to communicate updates more easily.

Apparent ransomware attacks have targeted many business, local governments and other school systems, most notably the huge Los Angeles Unified School District last September. The attacks often encrypt data until business or government leaders agree to pay a fee.

In Des Moines, Smith said students will ultimately need to make up the days missed this week.

By Scott McFetridge
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House Will Vote on Bill to Abolish IRS, Replace Income Tax
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The Republican-led House of Representatives will soon vote on legislation to abolish the IRS and replace the income tax code with a national consumption tax.

Rep. Buddy Carter (R-Ga.) will introduce the Fair Tax Act (pdf) on Wednesday, a bill that would eliminate income, death, gift, and payroll taxes and replace the system with a national sales tax, a plan that proponents say would simplify the tax code and ends the need for the IRS.

“Instead of adding 87,000 new agents to weaponize the IRS against small business owners and middle America, this bill will eliminate the need for the department entirely by simplifying the tax code with provisions that work for the American people and encourage growth and innovation,” Carter said in a statement on Tuesday. “Armed, unelected bureaucrats should not have more power over your paycheck than you do.”

Carter had initially submitted the bill in January 2021, but it did not go anywhere. The original co-sponsors included several other GOP Congressmen, including Reps. Andrew Clyde (R-Ga), Jeff Duncan (R-S.C.), Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), and Gary Palmer (R-Ala.).

Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.), another co-sponsor, asserted that it would bolster the U.S. economy since “it encourages work, savings, and investment.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Rep. Buddy Carter (R-Ga.) speaks during a budget hearing to discuss President Joe Biden’s budget for the fiscal year 2023, in Washington, on March 29, 2022. (Roberto Schmidt-Pool/Getty Images)


According to Fox News, House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) agreed to permit a floor vote on the legislation as part of an arrangement with the House Freedom Caucus to earn its support to become Speaker of the House. However, political analysts purport that the Fair Tax Act has little chance of becoming law as it would not garner enough votes in the Democratic-controlled Senate.

Meanwhile, this comes soon after the GOP-led House voted 221-210 along party lines to reduce most of the $80 billion allocated to the IRS by Democrats in 2022. Experts say that it is unlikely that tens of billions of dollars would be rescinded since the initiative does not have enough votes in the upper chamber.

The White House slammed (pdf) House Republicans, claiming that “their top economic priority is to allow the rich and multi-billion dollar corporations to skip out on their taxes, while making life harder for ordinary, middle-class families that pay the taxes they owe.”

But new data from Syracuse University’s Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC) found that the IRS has mostly targeted low-income taxpayers rather than millionaires and billionaires.

“The taxpayer class with unbelievably high audit rates—five and a half times virtually everyone else—were low-income wage-earners taking the earned income tax credit,” the report stated. “[T]hey are easy marks in an era when IRS increasingly relies upon correspondence audits yet doesn’t have the resources to assist taxpayers or answer their questions.”

Overhauling the Tax Code

Over the years, many Republicans have proposed alternatives to the present income tax code, including a flat income or sales tax that would overhaul the current system.

During the 1996 and 2000 Republican presidential nominations, conservative magazine publisher Steve Forbes resuscitated the idea of a low-rate flat tax system.

A Steve Forbes for President 2000 campaign brochure stated: “Steve will strengthen the economy, protect your pay, and end the IRS as we know it with a new flat tax,” it read. “It’s Honest—No more loopholes carved out by lawyers, lobbyists and lifetime politicians. It’s Simple—You can fill it out on a postcard.”

During the 2012 presidential election campaign, former House Speaker New Gingrich released a tax plan that would include a 15 percent flat tax for individuals, a 12.5 percent tax rate for businesses, and zero investment taxes.

In 2015, Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) revived the idea with the Flat and Fair Tax, a policy that would institute a 14.5 percent tax rate on all income with deductions and exemptions. His proposal would also substitute the corporate tax with a 14.5 percent business transfer tax.

Several Republicans also pushed this tax policy during the 2016 primaries, including retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), and Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.).

According to a model from the Tax Foundation, the senator’s tax reform initiative would grow the economy by 12.9 percent and create 4.3 million jobs, but it would have resulted in $2 trillion in less revenue.

Although there might not be a ferocious appetite for a flat tax at the federal level, many states are considering adopting this idea.

Wisconsin Senate Republicans are poised to introduce legislation transitioning from a progressive personal income tax system to a flat tax. Still, Democratic Governor Tony Evers has voiced his opposition to the proposal.

Senate Republicans in Iowa are calling for a 3.6 percent flat individual income tax rate by 2028, but Governor Kim Reynolds has suggested a flat 4 percent personal income tax rate by 2026.

Arizona Republicans are working out an agreement to slash tax rates and install a flat 2.5 percent income tax rate.

This past spring, Georgia Republican Governor Brian Kemp signed into law that would abandon the progressive income tax code with a flat 4.99 percent income tax over the next seven years.

But while flat taxes—income or consumption—have generated gobs of praise from many conservative economists, they have also warned that politicians need to slash spending to prevent substantial budget deficits. Last year, the U.S. government spent $6.27 trillion, and Washington is poised to spend another roughly $6 trillion this year.
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‘Permanent Woke Bureaucracy’: Watchdog Organization Criticizes Arizona Medical College’s High Score on Implementing Discriminatory Ideology
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An Arizona health care education institution has self-reported to have instituted 95 percent of woke ideologies encouraged by a flagship medical association.

According to a Freedom of Information Act request obtained by Do No Harm (DNH)—a nonprofit watchdog organization that spotlights the emergence of divisive concepts in medical schools—the University of Arizona College of Medicine’s (UACOM) report to the Association of American Colleges (AAMC) touted a high score in what DNH called racially discriminatory admission practices under the guise of affirmative action.

“This means it’s potentially lowering standards in the name of diversity, thereby threatening patient health,” DNH told The Epoch Times.

The Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) is a Washington-based nonprofit comprising 157 accredited U.S. medical schools; 14 accredited Canadian medical schools; approximately 400 teaching hospitals and health systems; and up to 80 academic societies.

DNH said UACOM has a “dedicated office, staff, or resources” committed to diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI).

In November, AAMC issued a report (pdf) promoting woke culture in medical schools with the goal—according to its executive summary—to improve the “climate and culture through collective administration of Diversity, Inclusion, Culture, and Equity (DICE) Inventory.”

“The DICE Inventory is a tool designed to aid leaders in conducting a comprehensive review of institutional policies, practices, procedures, and programs that contribute to a diverse, equitable, and inclusive (DEI) culture and climate for students, faculty, staff, and administrators,” the report states.

The report is based on 101 medical schools’ self-audit of DEI policies at AAMC’s prompting.

According to AAMC, the initiative emerged in response to “repeated calls” from the academic medical community for accountability “to accelerate meaningful change,” calls that were “renewed with a sense of urgency amid the novel coronavirus pandemic and growing public outrage over systematic racism.”

‘Permanent Woke Bureaucracy’

For DNH, this translates as a “permanent woke bureaucracy” pushing discriminatory policies on faculty and students.

UACOM has lobbied for woke policies at the federal, state, and local levels, DNH said.

“This means it’s wading into toxic public debates instead of fully focusing on educating future physicians,” DNH said.

According to DNH, UACOM’s administrators are active within local, regional, and national forums to promote DEI programs.

“This means it’s wasting resources that would be better spent on real medical education,” DNH said. “All told, UACOM has instituted 95.5% of the divisive and discriminatory woke policies listed by the AAMC.”

DNH Program Manager Laura Morgan told The Epoch Times that UACOM’s high score on the Diversity, Equity, Culture, and Inclusion (DICE) survey (pdf) exhibits a willingness to sacrifice quality medical education for discriminatory practices that will, in the end, result in poor medical treatment, as well as a poor relationship between the patient and doctor.

“These policies have nothing to do with how efficiently your doctor is going to treat your medical problem,” Morgan said.

There’s also a high cost to the taxpayer, she said, and the training sessions take up time that could be spent educating the student.

“AAMC wants to make diversity, equity, and inclusion a key learning outcome,” Morgan said. “The key outcome for medical education needs to be about patient care, not identity politics.”

‘A Racial Instead of a Clinical Lens’

Morgan herself was a nurse who was fired from her job as a nursing development therapist in February 2022 for refusing to submit to an assertion that she was a racist that an annual training session required her to acknowledge.

“The whole premise is that I must look at patients through a racial instead of a clinical lens,” Morgan said in a previous interview.

In an opinion piece she penned in The Wall Street Journal in September, Morgan called the idea of “implicit bias”—a euphemism for racism—a woke assumption based on the idea that society is infested with systematic racism and must be replaced with preferential treatment for nonwhites.

“I’m supposed to teach people how to think,” Morgan said of her role as an educator. “However, one of the dangers of this implicit bias training is that it’s telling us what to think.”

Ethical Dilemmas

DNH founder Dr. Stanley Goldfarb told The Epoch Times in a previous interview that when medical schools prioritize these DEI programs, in addition to reducing quality, they open the door to several ethical dilemmas.

Because of its essential limited scope based on a theoretical opinion, there are many staff—like Morgan—and students who don’t agree and will be forced to either quit or compromise their values and go along with it by lying, Goldfarb said.

The problem with the whole conversation is that it’s based on the mistaken idea that there are only two constituencies in the room—the school and the student—while, in fact, there’s also a third, the patient, Goldfarb said.

“They are making this argument that what’s best for the health of the American people is that there be this focus on diversity, equity, and inclusion, which simply cannot be justified,” Goldfarb said. “If you focus on diversity to the exclusion of merit, then patients are at risk of not having the most qualified individual to provide them care.”

UACOM did not reply to The Epoch Times’ request for comment.

AAMC Response

In a statement to The Epoch Times on its report in a previous article on its report, AAMC said its member medical schools are obligated to address factors that drive racism and bias in health care and to prepare physicians who are culturally responsive.

“There is strong evidence that historically marginalized people and people who live in poverty disproportionately experience poor health and inadequate access to quality care,” AAMC said. “These inequities are often rooted in systemic discrimination, including racism, within the nation’s health systems that contribute to lower quality care.”

AAMC said it also has an obligation to support institutions in being diverse, equitable, and inclusive to support those goals.

“The DICE Inventory is a tool designed to aid leaders in conducting a comprehensive review of institutional policies, practices, procedures, and programs that contribute to a diverse, equitable, and inclusive culture and climate for students, faculty, staff, and administrators,” AAMC said.

“Using the DICE Inventory helped medical schools identify areas for improvement for creating a holistic strategy where DEI is integrated into all operations and mission areas. Medical schools reported plans to use their findings from the DICE Inventory to begin making policy changes, inform their strategic planning, and support LCME accreditation documentation and ongoing improvement efforts.”
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House Creates Panel on ‘Weaponization of the Federal Government’
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The new Republican-majority House voted Tuesday afternoon to create a select subcommittee to investigate the “weaponization of the government” by federal law enforcement agencies under Democrat President Joe Biden’s administration.

The special panel would have various functions, including the authority to have subpoena power to receive information on intelligence-related activity that’s typically only shared with the House Intelligence Committee.

It would also have the authority to probe the federal government’s expansive role in investigations on U.S. citizens, including in ongoing criminal investigations. The panel would also have the power to probe how federal agencies communicate with private companies to collect information on Americans, according to the text of the resolution.

The resolution to create the “Select Subcommittee on the Weaponization of the Federal Government” passed on a straight party-line vote of 221-211.

The panel is part of the House Judiciary Committee. Chairman Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) is also expected to chair it. It would comprise 15 members—nine Republicans and six Democrats—to be appointed by House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.).

Rep. Tom Cole (R-Okla.), who chairs the House Rules Committee, said the new panel is modeled on the Church Committee, a U.S. Senate select committee in 1975 that investigated U.S. intelligence agencies. That committee “uncovered and exposed a wide variety of abuses, including many [abuses] directed against American citizens,” Cole told fellow lawmakers on the House floor on Tuesday.

“Similar to the situation that confronted America in the 1970s, in recent years we have witnessed abuses of the civil liberties of American citizens committed by the executive branch,” Cole said, adding that such violations are “often for political purposes.”

He said the newly-created panel “will be tasked with studying and reporting on the executive branch’s authority to collect information on or otherwise investigate citizens of the United States.”

“The American people deserve to have confidence in their government,” Cole said. “They deserve to know that the broad powers granted to the federal government through the FBI, to the Department of Homeland Security, and to the intelligence agencies, are not being abused.”

“They deserve to know that the executive branch is not positioning itself as the final arbiter of what constitutes truth,” he continued. “And they deserve to know that they will not be labeled a domestic terrorist for advocating for their children in front of a school board.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Rep. Jim Jordan (D-Ohio) nominates House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) for Speaker of the House of the 118th Congress during a speech in the House Chamber of the U.S. Capitol Building on Jan. 3, 2023 in Washington. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


‘This is About the First Amendment’

Democrats have raised concerns about a provision that authorizes the committee to probe “ongoing criminal investigations,” which are generally outside the purview of congressional oversight.

“This is a violation of separation of powers, and it’s also very dangerous,” said Rep. Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.), the top Democrat on the Judiciary Committee.

They have also claimed that Republicans could use its broad new authority to disrupt ongoing investigations into the breach of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, as well as former President Donald Trump’s handling of classified documents, for which the FBI conducted a raid on his Florida property in August 2022.

Rep. Jim McGovern (D-Mass.) derided the panel on the House floor late Tuesday, calling it “nothing more than a deranged ploy by the MAGA extremists who have hijacked the party and want to use taxpayer money to push their far-right conspiracy nonsense.”

Jordan argued against that assertion on the House floor.

“A ploy? It’s not a ploy when the Department of Justice treats parents as terrorists—moms and dads simply showing up at a school board meeting to advocate for their son or daughter,” Jordan said. “It’s not a ploy when the FBI pays Twitter $3 million to censor American citizens.”

“It’s not a ploy when the Department of Homeland Security tries to set up a ‘disinformation governance board’ because we all know that the department of homeland security can tell what’s good speech and what is bad speech,” he continued. “You got to be kidding me. I’ll tell you what—dozens of whistleblowers have come talked to Republican staff on the Judiciary Committee doesn’t think this is a ploy. That’s why they talked to us. They know how serious this is.”

Republicans on the House Judiciary Committee in November 2022 released a 1,000-page report (pdf) titled “FBI Whistleblowers: What Their Disclosures Indicate About the Politicization of the FBI and Justice Department.” Citing multiple examples and whistleblower disclosures, the report outlined how the Justice Department and the FBI abused their authorities to target conservatives for political purposes.

Jordan continued: “This [committee] is about the First amendment. Something you guys [Democrats] used to care about. I would hope we could get bipartisan agreement on protecting the First Amendment—the five rights we enjoy as Americans under the First Amendment: Your right to practice your faith, assemble, right to petition the government, freedom of press, freedom of speech. Every single one’s been attacked in the last two years.”

“The government was telling people they couldn’t go to church a few years ago,” he noted. “Your right to assemble, petition the government—the Democrats kept the Capitol closed, a citizen couldn’t come to your Capitol that you pay for to redress your grievances because Nancy Pelosi wouldn’t let you in!”

“Freedom of the press—I just told you what the head of the intel committee tried to do to a journalist,” he continued. “The most important right we have, though, is your right to talk. Because if you can’t talk, you can’t practice your faith. You can’t share your faith. You can’t petition your government. The right to speak is the most important, and that’s what they [the federal government agencies] are going after.”





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/house-creates-panel-on-weaponization-of-the-federal-government_4976157.html



 | Section menu | Main menu | 

| Next section | Main menu | Previous section |




World

The Epoch Times is an independent voice in print and on the web. We report news responsibly and truthfully so that readers can improve their own lives and increase their understanding and respect for their neighbors next door and around the globe.




	
Taiwan Seeks to Boost Ties With Germany to Counter ‘Authoritarian Expansionism’ [Wed, 11 Jan 05:52]Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen (R) greets Johannes Vogel, a member of Germany's parliament, at the presidential office in Taipei on Jan. 10, 2023. (Sam Yeh/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Cate Blanchett Wins Best Actress at Golden Globes [Wed, 11 Jan 03:49]Cate Blanchett poses with the Coppa Volpi for Best Actress for "Tár" during the award winners photocall at the 79th Venice International Film Festival, in Venice, Italy, on Sept. 10, 2022. (Vittorio Zunino Celotto/Getty Images)



	
Chinese Ambassador Attempts to Break Strategic Alliance Between Australia and Japan [Wed, 11 Jan 02:15]hinese ambassador to Australia Xiao Qian addresses the media during the New Year’s Press Gathering at the Chinese Embassy in Canberra, Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2022. (AAP Image/Dean Lewins)



	
Is the GOAT of Tennis a Meaningless Competition? [Wed, 11 Jan 01:03](L-R) Team Europe's Andy Murray, Novak Djokovic, Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal pose during practice Action in Laver Cup, 02 Arena, London on Sept. 22, 2022. (Andrew Boyers/Images via Reuters)



	
Rental Growth Slows Down Across Australia, but Market Outlook Remains Uncertain [Tue, 10 Jan 22:54]A new development is advertised for lease in Melbourne, Australia, on Sept. 4, 2018. (William West/AFP via Getty Images)



	
Greens Push Australian Government to Get Tough on Iran [Tue, 10 Jan 22:48]A placard during a protest against the Islamic regime of Iran following the death of Mahsa Amini in Berlin on Dec. 10, 2022. (Michele Tantussi/Reuters)



	
Remembering Pope Benedict XVI: A Man of Truth, Faith, and Tradition [Tue, 10 Jan 21:14]Pope Benedict XVI (R) greets the crowd gathered in St Mark's Square while crossing the square on an electric vehicle in Venice, Italy, on May 7, 2011.  (Marco Secchi/Getty Images)



	
Constantine, the Former and Last King of Greece, Dies at 82 [Tue, 10 Jan 21:05]Former King Constantine II of Greece arrives at the Yacht Club of Greece in Piraeus, near Athens, Greece, on Sept. 18, 2014. (Petros Giannakouris/AP Photo)



	
Australian Government Urged to Divert New Immigrants to Regional Areas [Tue, 10 Jan 20:45]Cattle stand on the bank of a farm dam on a property between Tamworth and Gunnedah in north west New South Wales on May 04, 2020 in Gunnedah, Australia. (Mark Kolbe/Getty Images)



	
Australia’s Top Polluters Will Get $600 Million to Reduce Emissions by 5 Percent Every Year [Tue, 10 Jan 19:54]A section of the Queensland Alumina Refinery in Gladstone, Queensland, Australia, on Jan. 18, 2012. The Refinery which opened in 1967 is one of the largest by Alumina production in the world. (AAP Image/Dave Hunt)







| Next section | Main menu | Previous section |





| Next | Section menu | Main menu | 


Taiwan Seeks to Boost Ties With Germany to Counter ‘Authoritarian Expansionism’
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Taiwan’s president told German lawmakers on Tuesday that her nation seeks to boost ties with Germany to counter “authoritarian expansionism,” alluding to the security threat posed by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

Tsai Ing-wen called on democratic countries to jointly uphold regional stability in the face of authoritarian expansion, citing the CCP’s large-scale military drills across the Taiwan Strait in August 2022.

“Starting next year, Taiwan’s mandatory military service will be extended to one year. This will bolster our defense capabilities and demonstrates our determination to protect our homeland and defend democracy,” Tsai told a German parliamentary delegation in Taipei.

“We look forward to upholding regional stability and prosperity alongside Germany and other democratic partners,” she added.

Tsai expressed gratitude to Germany for including Taiwan in its progress report on the Indo-Pacific policy guidelines and for recognizing the importance of maintaining peace across the Taiwan Strait.

“I believe that, with your strong support, the partnership between Taiwan and Germany will continue to deepen,” Tsai told the delegation.




A warm welcome to the @Bundestag delegation led by @MAStrackZi & @johannesvogel. #Taiwan looks forward to deepening our partnerships with #Germany & other like-minded countries, as we stand in solidarity behind our shared values of human rights, freedom & democracy. pic.twitter.com/HH5Minyj8g

— 蔡英文 Tsai Ing-wen (@iingwen) January 10, 2023






The German delegation, led by the national defense committee chairman Marie-Agnes Strack-Zimmermann, and deputy chair of the Liberal Democratic Party Johannes Vogel, was on a four-day trip to Taiwan.

Vogel said the visit demonstrated Germany’s support and solidarity for Taiwan against military aggression.

“The German government and Western allies support the ‘One China’ policy, but we also believe that any change of the status quo in the Taiwan Strait can only be achieved by mutual agreement, and any attempt to change the status quo by force is unacceptable,” he said.

Taiwan-Germany ties span a wide range of fields, including energy transition, financial supervision, and transitional justice. Germany regards Taiwan as an important partner but has no formal diplomatic ties with the republic.

Strack-Zimmermann said that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022 was a “wake-up call” for Europe and the rest of the world, and that the German delegation wished to tell the world that they stand for peace and democracy.

“That’s the reason why we come to [Taiwan], to your wonderful island, to say to the world that we stand close together as democratic states in case that we want to live in peace and freedom in the future for our children and grandchildren,” she said.

The Chinese Foreign Affairs Ministry condemned the German delegation’s visit to Taiwan and warned of “necessary measures to resolutely defend China’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.”

Taiwan has been a self-governing democracy since the Chinese civil war ended in 1949, but the CCP views Taiwan as its own territory. It regards Taiwan as a breakaway province that must be united with mainland China by any means necessary; CCP leadership hasn’t ruled out the use of force to achieve this goal.

Taiwan also welcomed Lithuania’s parliamentary delegation on Monday. The CCP’s military held combat drills in the waters and airspace around Taiwan ahead of the German delegation’s arrival in Taiwan, sending 57 aircraft and four naval vessels toward the island nation.

Taiwan’s Defense Ministry said that 28 warplanes entered its air defense identification zone and crossed the Taiwan Strait median line. Taiwan responded by scrambling aircraft, naval vessels, and land-based missile systems.

Taiwan Needs Help to Repel China Invasion

Taiwan could defend its de facto independence from an amphibious invasion by China, according to the results of a new wargame, but the United States would need to be a player in the war, and losses to life and materiel would be immense on all sides.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Soldiers fire 155mm howitzers during an annual live fire military exercise in Pingtung county, southern Taiwan August 9, 2022. REUTERS/Ann Wang


The wargame was developed by the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a security-focused think tank, and played over 24 iterations in a wide variety of scenarios.

The game simulated an amphibious invasion of Taiwan by the CCP in the year 2026 and, according to a report (pdf) detailing its findings, losses to life, treasure, and equipment would be catastrophic in virtually every scenario.

Eric Heginbotham, a research scientist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and co-author of the game, said that the game demonstrated such a conflict would have far-reaching consequences.

Notably, Taiwan survived as an autonomous entity in all but five iterations of the game, but the preservation of the island’s democratic way of life required strong commitments from other nations including the United States and Japan.

Heginbotham said that, while the game was essentially an exploration of uncertainty, one thing was made certain: Taiwan’s military was not prepared to weather such a conflict alone.

“This should be an absolute wakeup call for Taiwan,” Heginbotham said during a launch event for the report on Jan. 9. “The Taiwanese Army is not the Ukrainian Army. It is nowhere near as well prepared.”

Though U.S. involvement in a Chinese invasion of Taiwan appears to ensure victory in most scenarios, the report warns that the fighting, and dying, will take place at a scale unseen by the nation since World War II.

Andrew Thornebrooke contributed to this report.
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Cate Blanchett won best actress for Tar, becoming Australia’s sole trophy winner at the 80th annual awards show on its return to TV after a diversity and ethics scandal.

Steven Spielberg’s The Fabelmans and dark comedy The Banshees of Inisherin have landed the top movie awards at the Golden Globes as Hollywood returned to a show that had been knocked off television by scandal.

The actress was unable to accept the award in person because she is filming in the UK.

The Fabelmans, a coming-of-age story based on Spielberg’s teen years, was named best movie drama at the star-studded ceremony.

Banshees of Inisherin, the story of feuding friends on an Irish island, won best movie musical or comedy.

The awards are likely to give both movies a boost on the road to the Academy Awards in March.

Blanchett’s win on Tuesday followed losses for fellow Aussies Hugh Jackman, Margot Robbie, Baz Luhrmann and Elizabeth Debicki.

Luhrmann was up for best director for Elvis but lost to Steven Spielberg for his coming-of-age movie The Fabelmans, which along with Elvis, was vying with sci-fi blockbuster Avatar: The Way of Water for the evening’s top honour.

However, Elvis claimed a best actor win for star Austin Butler.

“I’m in this room with all my heroes,” Butler said while accepting the award.

“I can’t believe I’m here. Brad (Pitt), I love you. Quentin (Tarantino), I printed out the script of Pulp Fiction when I was 12 years old.”

The flashy Elvis biopic and sci-fi blockbuster Avatar: The Way of Water were vying for the top honour of best drama film against The Fabelmans and Tar.

Top Gun: Maverick also was in the mix, though the military action film’s chances were likely hurt by star Tom Cruise returning his Globe statues in protest in 2021, awards experts said.

Veteran actor Michelle Yeoh also took a top movie award for Everything Everywhere All at Once, beating Robbie for her role in Babylon.

“Hollywood was a dream come true until I came here,” the actor, of Malaysian descent, said, noting that she was called a “minority” and asked if she could speak English early in her career.

Colin Farrell, who won lead actor in a movie musical or comedy for his work in the dark Irish comedy Banshees of Inisherin, thanked his fellow cast members, including Jenny the Donkey.

In TV categories, Julia Garner won best supporting actress in a TV series for Ozark, beating Debicki for her portrayal of Princess Diana in the fifth season of The Crown.

Abbott Elementary creator and star Quinta Brunson was honoured as best actress in a TV musical or comedy.

Celebrities and broadcaster NBC abandoned the 2022 Globes because of ethical lapses at the Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFPA), the group that hands out the awards.

A larger, more diverse membership and other changes by the HFPA persuaded many of the biggest movie and TV stars to support this year’s ceremony, which provides publicity for winners and nominees and often boosts their chances at the Oscars.

The show unfolded largely as it had in years past, except for a biting monologue from comedian and host Jerrod Carmichael who opened the show joking, “I’m here because I’m black”.

“One day you’re making mint tea at home. The next day you’re invited to be the Black face of an embattled white organisation,” he said at the ceremony, which was broadcast live on the NBC network and streamed on Peacock.

Roughly 200 journalists and others from the international film industry voted on this year’s Globes.

Among those voters, almost 52 percent are racially and ethnically diverse, including 10 per cent who are Black, according to the HFPA.
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Chinese Ambassador Attempts to Break Strategic Alliance Between Australia and Japan
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Beijing’s top envoy to Australia has attempted to drive a wedge into Australia’s growing ties with Japan by criticising his Japanese counterpart in Canberra and warning Australians against trusting their former World War Two enemy lest Japan launch another military attack on the country in the future.

Chinese ambassador Xiao Qian made the comments during a New Year press conference at the Chinese Embassy in Canberra on Jan. 10.

Targeting Japanese ambassador to Australia, Shingo Yamagami, who in an op-ed for the Australian has said both Australia and Japan need to be “vigilant” towards China, citing Beijing’s threats of retaliation against countries that imposed COVID-19 tests on Chinese arrivals, Xiao accused the ambassador of not doing his job.

He also raised the Japanese attack on Darwin and the treatment of Australian POW’s held by Japanese forces in the Pacific, saying that Japan had never apologised for its behaviour in the war. He also accused Japan of not accepting its wrong behaviour and said, “they might repeat the history.”

Japan launched nearly 100 air raids on Australia during the Second World War, including attacks on Darwin and Broome, and invaded the Australian-controlled territories of New Guinea and Papua.

However, in 1957, after Japan surrendered unconditionally at the end of the war, then-Japanese prime minister Nobusuke Kishi during a visit to Australia, did offer atonement for the country’s wartime actions, expressing his country’s sorrow for what happened during the war.

“It is my official duty, and my personal desire, to express to you and through you to the people of Australia our heartfelt sorrow for what occurred in the war,” Kishi said.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Ambassador of Japan Yamagami Shingo addresses the National Press Club in Canberra, Wednesday, July 21, 2021. (AAP Image/Lukas Coch)


Japan Now Peace-Loving and Rule Abiding

In response to Xiao comments Yamagami said that everyone knew Japan is a peace-loving, rules-abiding country, and what took place over 80 years ago should not be an issue.

“We all know how many years have passed since the end of World War II. We all know the post-war trajectory of peace-loving, rules-abiding Japan,” he told ABC TV. “So what’s at issue here is not what took place more than eight decades ago. What’s at issue here is how to deal with coercion and intimidation throughout the region.”

“And here Australia and Japan are in total sync.”

Japan is now considered a strategic ally of Australia, alongside India and the United States, being members of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) partnership.

The Japanese ambassador said his remarks on China were just “common sense.”

“We place significant emphasis on the importance of maintaining [the] rules-based international order. If that offends my Chinese counterpart, what can I say?”

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese was asked about Xiao’s comments on Japan.

“We have a very positive relationship with Japan,” Albanese told a journalist on Jan. 11.

“With China, we also want to see an improvement in relations. I believe that the ambassador’s comments were positive and constructive about those issues,” he said.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese meets China’s President Xi Jinping in a bilateral meeting during the 2022 G20 summit in Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia, Australia, on Nov. 15, 2022. (AAP Image/Mick Tsikas)


“I look forward to continuing to build on that constructive dialogue, I want to cooperate with China where we can, we will disagree where we must, but will engage in our national interest.”

AUKUS Criticized for Targeting China 

Xiao also attacked the AUKUS security pact between Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States, saying it was not “constructive” or “helpful.” He also said it targeted “China as a potential threat or adversary.”

“China is not seeking to be an enemy with the United States, neither are we of the United Kingdom, nor are we of Australia, so there’s no reason for the three countries to stand together to work on something that’s targeting China as a threat,” Xiao said.

On the contrary, Defence Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Richard Marles praised AUKUS last month as a “shared mission between our three countries to work together to pursue advanced military capability”.

“At a time where the strategic circumstances faced by the world are as complex and precarious as we’ve seen since the end of the Second World War, [it is] central that Australia being able to acquire a nuclear-powered, highly capable submarine,” he said during the opening of AUKUS Defence Ministers’ meeting in December 2022.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Royal Australian Navy submarine HMAS Rankin is seen during AUSINDEX 21, a biennial maritime exercise between the Royal Australian Navy and the Indian Navy in Darwin, Australia, on Sept. 5, 2021. (Yuri Ramsey/Australian Defence Force via Getty Images)


Former Liberal senator for Tasmania Eric Abetz echoed Marles’  viewpoint.

“The nuclear submarine acquisition under the AUKUS treaty is overwhelmingly considered a vital recalibration of Australia’s defence posture,” Abetz wrote in an opinion piece to The Epoch Times.

Ambassador Attempts Positive Note on Trade and Detained Australians

In a symbolic gesture Xiao toasted the audience with a glass of Australian wine, which has been banned from being exported to China after former Prime Minister Scott Morrison called for an inquiry into the origins of COVID-19, saying that the bilateral relationship with Australia was “at a critical stage of turnaround.”

“I would hope that as we are improving relations that you have more encouragement to the Chinese economy, to the Chinese customers to come back for a stronger appetite for Australian products,” he said.

However, the Chinese government has yet to remove the punitive trade tarriffs which they have admitted were an attempt to coerce Australia. Currently, the trade tarriffs  still remain in place on Australian wine, beef, honey, lamb, lobster and other exports products according to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Amid a thawing in bilateral trade relations after Foreign Minister Penny Wong’s visit of China last month, the ambasador also tried to set a positive tone when asked about detained Australians, journalist Cheng Lei and author Yang Hengjun, saying he hoped a solution would come “as soon as possible.”

But he also noted that Australia needed to respect the Chinese legal system.

Yang Hengjun and Cheng Lei have been detained in China since 2019 and 2020, respectively. In both cases the Australian governemnt has criticised the Chinese regime  for lack of transparency and independence of the courts.
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Is the GOAT of Tennis a Meaningless Competition?
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Commentary

As the Australian Open will be played in Melbourne from Jan. 16 to Jan. 29, it is time to consider an interesting question on Quora that observers of the tennis world will be interested in: “Isn’t the whole GOAT debate in tennis just pointless and a waste of time? Any true tennis fan would not go on about it.”

However, the reality is that whenever a Grand Slam tennis tournament is staged, the big, as yet unanswered, question as to who will be the Greatest Of All Time (GOAT) professional tennis player inevitably comes up in the media.

There are three candidates for this accolade: Roger Federer, with 20 Grand Slam victories; Novak Djokovic, with 21 Grand Slam triumphs; and the present record holder, Rafael Nadal, who boasts 22 Grand Slams on his palmarès.

Federer announced his retirement from the sport and, therefore, he is no longer in contention for the GOAT title. This leaves Djokovic and Nadal as the remaining viable combatants.

Djokovic missed two major tournaments last year, the Australian Open and the U.S. Open, because of his refusal to get a COVID-19 vaccination. This led commentators to speculate that, if he had been allowed to play, he would already have overtaken Nadal.

Nadal unsuccessfully started his preparation for this year’s Australian Open, losing narrowly in the United Cup against Cameron Norrie (Great Britain) and Alex de Minaur (Australia).

Both players registered their first and, thus far, only victory over Nadal. However, these losses do not mean very much for the Australian Open since this lead-up tournament simply enables Nadal to amass enough playing time to mount a credible challenge to his opponents when defending his title as the reigning champion.

[image: Federer and Nadal] Switzerland’s Roger Federer (R) and Spain’s Rafael Nadal attend a training session ahead of the Laver Cup tennis tournament at the O2 in London on Sept. 22, 2022. (Kin Cheung/AP Photo)


Nadal triumphed in the Australian Open last year in a hotly contested final against Daniil Medvedev in five sets, a match that lasted over five hours.

In contrast, Djokovic won convincingly the matches he played in the Adelaide International tournament. He prevailed at the scintillating final against a surprisingly tenacious Sebastian Korda in three sets—Djokovic’s 92nd tournament win, a phenomenal statistic.

So, these two legendary, talented players, Djokovic and Nadal, will again be the main contenders for the GOAT title.

Time to Pass the Baton to the Newer Generation?

Of course, it is conceivable that neither Djokovic nor Nadal will win the Open because a new generation of players are becoming more prominent and eager to score a Grand Slam victory.

These include Alexander Zverev, Felix Augur Aliassime, Daniil Medvedev, Stefanos Tsitsipas, Matteo Berrettini, Denis Shapovalov, and possibly other contenders.

Both Djokovic and Nadal belong to the older generation: Djokovic is 35, and Nadal is 36. Their unabated and continuing determination to excel at tennis is amazing and deserves to be celebrated by lovers of the sport.

But it may well be pointless to dwell on the GOAT issue, considering that it is difficult to compare players of different eras.

Also, the technology, the provision of medical assistance, nutrition, physiotherapy, equipment, coaching, and tournament formats have changed significantly during the last half-century, making the contest an unrealistic and deficient comparative exercise.

Moreover, it is simplistic to expect that the GOAT will be decided by the greatest number of Grand Slam victories. Indeed, other criteria might or should, be taken into consideration, including a player’s skill, style, and temperament.

If so, Federer might well be deemed to have won the race, even though his competitors are still playing professionally.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] An Australian Open branded tennis ball is seen on court ahead of the 2015 Australian Open at Melbourne Park in Melbourne, Australia, on Jan. 11, 2015. (Graham Denholm/Getty Images)


Additionally, it is difficult to evaluate the impact of Djokovic’s removal from Australia last year on his determination to succeed at the Open this year. But the incident may well be an incentive for Djokovic to try to win his tenth Australian Open crown.

Of course, it is not altogether unlikely that he may be heckled by those who believe that the Australian government prematurely restored his visa to return to Australia.

This is because, in the usual case, a person removed from Australia, even if they leave voluntarily, cannot be re-admitted for three years, and they have to reimburse the Australian government for the expenses associated with the removal.

Djokovic’s opponents may well characterise his re-admission as involving the unjustifiable use of administrative discretion. It falls to be seen what, if any, will be the effect of this unfortunate saga on his determination to become the tennis GOAT.

However, any genuine tennis enthusiast will welcome the participation of Djokovic in the Australian Open and his quest to become the GOAT.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates after winning the final match against Sebastian Korda of the U.S., at the Adelaide International, in Adelaide, Australia, on Jan. 8, 2023. (Loren Elliott/Reuters)


Waste of Time?

This contest will certainly not be finally decided at the Australian Open because, even if Djokovic is able to regain his crown, he would only have tied with Nadal, each having 22 Grand Slam victories.

The first Grand Slam after the Australian Open is Roland Garros, which has been won by Nadal a staggering 14 times—Nadal is the King of Clay. So finding the eventual winner of the GOAT contest may take more time.

But, from an objective point of view, the re-emergence of Djokovic at the Australian Open is excellent news for the sport. Many tennis enthusiasts believe that the Open without the Serbian Champion demeans the competition.

Nevertheless, a GOAT critic may well ask why it matters to pursue this flawed contest. After all, sport is entertainment: it is far more satisfying and thrilling to admire the formidable skills and fortitude of tennis athletes than it is to chase a meaningless title.

Hence, the GOAT question certainly raises a valuable point when it asks rhetorically whether we are wasting our time on it. For many people, the pursuit of the GOAT title is a journey into a pointless, even distracting, future.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Rental Growth Slows Down Across Australia, but Market Outlook Remains Uncertain
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Australia’s housing rental growth is slowing down from record highs in 2022, reducing the pressure on struggling renters. However, housing experts warn that the future outlook of the rental market is uncertain.

According to the real estate data provider CoreLogic, the Australian rental market entered the highest upswing period in the company’s 18-year record during the COVID-19 pandemic, with prices surging by 22.2 percent since September 2022.

Specifically, the national median weekly rent jumped from $430 (US $297) per week to $519 during the 27 months.

While renters witnessed price growth reach a record high of 10.2 percent in 2022, the pace of increase has fallen in the last several quarters.

New data showed that rental growth stood at two percent in the December 2022 quarter, down from 2.3 percent in the September quarter and three percent in the three months to May.

Among the capital cities, Perth reported the highest growth at 3.2 percent, followed by Sydney at 2.8 percent, and Brisbane at 2.2 percent.

Darwin and Hobart only saw a marginal growth of 0.3 percent and 0.2 percent, respectively, while prices dipped by 0.7 percent in Canberra.

Although Canberra continued to be Australia’s most expensive rental market, with a weekly median rent of $681, Sydney was quickly catching up as the price difference between the two cities narrowed to just $2.

“The decline in quarterly rental growth rates observed in the December quarter was led by the capital cities where rents continued to increase but at a slightly slower rate than they have done in September and June quarters,” CoreLogic head of research Eliza Owen said.

Growth Drop Coincides with Rise in Supply

The slowdown in rental growth occurred as the market saw a slight increase in the number of rental properties.

In December, the rental vacancy rate climbed to 1.17 percent from a low of 1.05 percent in November.

Furthermore, newly advertised rent listings reached a seasonal peak of 50,867 in the month of December, the highest volume observed by CoreLogic since mid-February 2022.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] A lease sign is displayed outside a home in Edmondson Park in Sydney, Australia, on April 28, 2016. (Brendon Thorne/Getty Images)


While the supply increase is positive news for renters, Owen was unsure whether the trend would continue.

“It is not entirely clear whether the rental market will continue inching toward a turning point or if this is a temporary, seasonal reprieve due to higher new listings through December,” she said.

“It’s important to recognise despite the increase in rental listings; the figures remain 13.8 percent lower than the previous five-year average for this time of year.”

Future Outlook Stays Uncertain

The outlook for the rental market in 2023 remained mixed as Owen pointed to the resumption of migration, which will maintain upward pressure on rents, especially in Sydney and Melbourne, the two top destinations for migrants.

At the same time, there is an issue with supply as investors face higher interest rates and reduced amounts of borrowed capital, limiting their ability to make more investments in the market.

However, Owen said the market would likely see a seasonal lift in new rental listings in early 2023, providing renters with more choices and reducing the pressure on prices.

Meanwhile, Cameron Kusher, executive manager of economic research at real estate data provider PropTrack, warned that struggling tenants might not see much improvement in market conditions despite the moderate rental growth in the coming months.

“We expect rental prices will continue to grow in the capital cities in the months ahead, although the prospects for further rent increases regionally do appear to be easing,” he said.
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Greens Push Australian Government to Get Tough on Iran
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The Greens Party has denounced the federal government’s response to Iran’s crackdown on Iranian freedom protestors as slow and falling short of what the community wants.

Australian Greens spokesperson for Foreign Affairs, Peace, and Nuclear Disarmament, Senator Jordon Steele-John called out the Albanese government over what the Greens say is a lack of concrete actions on the Iranian crackdown.

“Every day, we wake up to the news that more Iranian freedom protestors have been sentenced to death. This must end. The international community must keep putting pressure on Iranian authorities to free those innocent civilians who are subject to fatal penalties because they were crying out for freedom in their country,” Steele-John said.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Western Australian Greens Senator Jordan Steele-John in the Senate at Parliament House in Canberra, Australia on July 4, 2019. (Tracey Nearmy/Getty Images)


The Australian Greens want the federal government to do more than the current sanctions that have been put on some Iranian officials.

“The current sanctions do not go far enough and are not as strong as those imposed by other countries, including Canada,” the party said in a media release. “The community is desperately calling for more to be done to show Iranian authorities that these abhorrent acts will not be tolerated.”

Currently, Australia has used its new Magnitsky laws to implement sanctions on 13 individuals and two entities from Iran. These include members of Iran’s Morality Police and the Basij Resistance Force and six Iranian individuals who have been intrinsically involved in the crackdown on protests following the suspicious death of 22-year-old Mahsa ‘Jina’ Amini, who was arrested for allegedly wearing her hijab incorrectly.

This is in addition to the Iranian sanctions regime instituted by United Nations, which Australia adheres to.

Announcing the sanctions on Dec. 10, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Penny Wong, said that the sanctions were in response to egregious human rights violations and abuses.

“These sanctions target grievous human rights situations where the perpetrators continue to act with impunity,” she said. “The listings demonstrate the Australian Government’s commitment to take clear action to assert our values and to hold perpetrators of serious human rights violations and abuses to account.”

Call to Expand Magnitsky Sanction on the Iranian Regime

Steele-John said that the Greens would like to see the Australian government expand its use of the Magnitsky sanctions to include financial asset freezing and further visa bans on individuals linked to the Iranian regime, including key security officials, Basiji Militia, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corp, and the morality police.

“The Iranian diaspora community has been calling for the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps to be listed as a terrorist organisation, and the Australian government must start listening,” he said. “This would send a strong signal that Australia will not stay silent in the face of human rights abuses and will act to punish perpetrators who are accountable for these heinous crimes.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Iranian demonstrators take to the streets of the capital Tehran during a protest for Mahsa Amini on Sept. 21, 2022, five days after the young woman died in custody while under arrest by the country’s morality police. (AFP via Getty Images)


The Greens have also said they will continue to pressure the federal government to do more on the issue.

“The Australian Greens will continue to call on the Iranian government to end its violent crackdown on protesters and request the release of all arrested protestors,” the party said. “We will continue to pressure the Australian government to do more.”

International Movement Puts Iranian Regime in the Spotlight

Additionally, Steele-John has announced his political sponsorship of one protestor, Majid Kazemi, who was sentenced to death by the Iranian authorities on Jan. 9 and has family living in Australia.

“The Iranian diaspora in Australia is greatly concerned for Majid Kazemi, as the Iranian authorities have continued to carry out executions of people who joined protests following Jina Amini’s death,” the Greens party spokesperson said. “The United Nations Human Rights office has said that the recent executions of Mohammad Mahdi Karami and Seyed Mohammad Hosseini followed ‘unfair trials based on forced confessions.'”

Steele-John’s support follows similar moves from politicians in Europe and Canada, who are also sponsoring Iranian prisoners.

According to Voice of America, the intention behind the lawmakers’ sponsorship means they will use “their political heft in communicating with Iranian ambassadors, other politicians, and human rights organizations to bring attention to the plight of individual Iranian prisoners.”

[image: Mohammad-Mehdi Karami] Mohammad-Mehdi Karami speaks in a courtroom in Tehran, Iran, in December 2022. Karami was later executed by the Iranian regime. (West Asia News Agency/Handout via Reuters)


The hope is that the increased attention brought to the cases via political clout will push the Iranian regime to stop sentencing protestors harshly in trials that are often running covertly.

Families members of those arrested in the crackdown have reported that they often have no idea where their family members are being held or what conditions they may have suffered while detained.

Thousands of Iranians have been protesting almost daily despite an increasingly violent crackdown from Iranian authorities.

The regime’s suppression of protesters includes alleged arbitrary arrests and detentions, gender-based and sexual violence, excessive use of force, torture, enforced disappearances, and executions.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/greens-push-albanese-government-to-get-tough-on-iran_4976062.html



 | Section menu | Main menu | 
| Next | Section menu | Main menu | Previous | 


Remembering Pope Benedict XVI: A Man of Truth, Faith, and Tradition
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Commentary

Before he became Pope, a Mexican colleague of mine and her family saw Cardinal Ratzinger near the Vatican. They introduced themselves, and he graciously took the time to get to know them. He then asked them a series of questions about the Church in Mexico.

My colleague remarked on the depth of his questions and his eagerness to learn from people “on the ground.”

Then he showed his characteristic humility when the family asked for a photo. He took the camera and suggested the best angle from which he could take their picture. When they said they wanted him in the photo, he could not understand why they thought he was that important.

In an age afflicted by the cult of personality, Benedict was a genuinely humble man and the opposite of so many of today’s “celebrities.”

Benedict knew that wisdom came from asking the right questions and from pivotal insights through which people could come to their own knowledge of the truth.

That was very clear when he spoke to a contentious synod of bishops that was going nowhere. He listened carefully, then spoke for a few minutes, not as an authoritarian, but as an intellectual leader who highlighted what was most important about the Church’s tradition. He then left, and as one observer said, it was as if a weight had been lifted, and the gathered bishops could come to a positive agreement.

Having witnessed Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union, Benedict knew the power of truth and its abuse by authoritarian regimes. Whether it was misinforming people about the nature of humanity or by suppressing coverage of events like Tiananmen Square, he knew that through various methods, these regimes would repress objective truth in favour of the twisted version that would serve their purposes.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Photographer Jeff Widener’s iconic Tank Man shot, in Tiananmen Square, China, on June 5, 1989. (Jeff Weidner)


But while many contemporary people offered relativism as an alternative, Benedict knew that relativism was both logically wrong and dangerous to our society.

Our society’s greatest needs were “truth and love.”

Truth liberates us from the “dictatorship of relativism” that would see society tossed about by the latest trends of the day. Love drives humanity to its highest purpose and deepest fulfilment.

Together truth and love make people accountable not to this or that regime or social trend but to the highest and most transcendent of values.

Benedict’s own values, his commitment to truth and honesty, were shown clearly in his dealing with Father Maciel.

Before Benedict became Pope, Maciel got away with the most despicable of crimes. He lavished expensive upon Church leaders so that few if any, dared to touch him.

As Cardinal Ratzinger, he was one of the very few Church leaders to refuse these gifts. When he became Pope, Benedict reopened the investigation into Maciel and removed him from active ministry.

What Is a Society Without Faith?

Benedict was also a prominent advocate of faith, tradition, and culture. He knew that a just society would be impossible without religious faith, a conviction boosted by his experience of authoritarian regimes that suppressed traditional faith.

He also argued that eliminating faith from modern society did not have the liberating effect that some would have hoped. He challenged us to ask if eliminating faith from daily life really made people happier or really made people free?

He asked if a society without faith in the transcendent could achieve freedom, peace and justice?

On the contrary, he argued that it was religious faith that, “gave rise to the idea of human rights, the idea of the equality of all people before the law, the recognition of the inviolability of human dignity in every single person and the awareness of people’s responsibility for their actions.”

Perhaps this is why faith is so ruthlessly attacked by regimes that routinely violate the human rights of their citizens.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Pope Benedict XVI gives Christmas Night Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City, Vatican, on Dec. 24, 2009. (Franco Origlia/Getty Images)


Benedict also knew the value of tradition. He started his theological career as a liberal. He believed in scholarship and a Church that was thoroughly up-to-date.

But he also came to appreciate that we should proceed with caution and fidelity to our tradition and values. To see ourselves not as destroying all that is old in order to create the new, but to be people who are bearers of a tradition—carrying forth what our culture has given us from the past in order to create a wiser, better-grounded future.

While his impact will be felt mostly by Catholics, Pope Benedict remains an inspiration for people of all faiths.

The values for which he stood are universal, and the way to genuine peace and prosperity. They are also the things feared most by authoritarian regimes.

From Nazi Germany to the Chinese Communist Party, their leaders have known that they will never be brought down by bombs and bullets but by the enduring power of the truth, faith and tradition proclaimed by great men like Pope Benedict.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Constantine, the Former and Last King of Greece, Dies at 82
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ATHENS, Greece—Constantine, the former and last king of Greece, who won an Olympic gold medal before becoming entangled in his country’s volatile politics in the 1960s as king and spent decades in exile, has died. He was 82.

Doctors at the private Hygeia Hospital in Athens confirmed to The Associated Press that Constantine died late Tuesday after treatment in an intensive care unit but had no further details pending an official announcement.

When he acceded to the throne as Constantine II in 1964 at the age of 23, the youthful monarch, who had already achieved glory as an Olympic gold medalist in sailing, was hugely popular. By the following year he had squandered much of that support with his active involvement in the machinations that brought down the elected Center Union government of prime minister George Papandreou.

The episode involving the defection from the ruling party of several lawmakers, still widely known in Greece as the “apostasy,” destabilized the constitutional order and led to a military coup in 1967. Constantine eventually clashed with the military rulers and was forced into exile.

The dictatorship abolished the monarchy in 1973, while a referendum after democracy was restored in 1974 dashed any hopes that Constantine had of ever reigning again.

Reduced in the following decades to only fleeting visits to Greece that raised a political and media storm each time, he was able to settle again in his home country in his waning years when opposing his presence no longer held currency as a badge of vigilant republicanism. With minimal nostalgia for the monarchy in Greece, Constantine became a relatively uncontroversial figure.

Constantine was born June 2, 1940 in Athens, to Prince Paul, younger brother to King George II and heir presumptive to the throne, and princess Frederica of Hanover. His older sister Sophia is the wife of former King Juan Carlos I of Spain. The Greek-born Prince Philip, the late Duke of Edinburgh and husband of the late Queen Elizabeth II, was an uncle.

The family, which had ruled in Greece from 1863 apart from a 12-year republican interlude between 1922–1935, was descended from Prince Christian, later Christian IX of Denmark, of the House of Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Glücksburg branch of the Danish ruling family.

Before Constantine’s first birthday, the royal family was forced to flee Greece during the German invasion in World War II, moving to Alexandria in Egypt, South Africa, and back to Alexandria. King George II returned to Greece in 1946, following a disputed referendum, but died a few months later, making Constantine the heir to King Paul I.

Constantine was educated at a boarding school and then attended three military academies as well as Athens Law School classes as preparation for his future role. He also competed in various sports, including sailing and karate, in which he held a black belt.
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In 1960, aged 20, he and two other Greek sailors won a gold medal in the Dragon Class—now no longer an Olympic class—at the Rome Olympics. While still a prince, Constantine was elected a member of the International Olympic Committee and became an honorary member for life in 1974.

King Paul I died of cancer on March 6, 1964 and Constantine succeeded him, weeks after the Center Union party had triumphed over the conservatives with 53 percent of the vote.

The prime minister, George Papandreou, and Constantine initially had a very close relationship, but it soon soured over Constantine’s insistence that control of the armed forces was the monarch’s prerogative.

With many officers toying with the idea of a dictatorship and viewing any non-conservative government as soft on communism, Papandreou wanted to control the ministry of defense and eventually demanded to be appointed defense minister. After an acrimonious exchange of letters with Constantine, Papandreou resigned in July 1965.

Constantine’s insistence on appointing a government composed of centrist defectors that won a narrow parliamentary majority on the third try was hugely unpopular. Many viewed him as being manipulated by his scheming mother, dowager Queen Frederica.

“The people don’t want you, take your mother and go!” became the rallying cry in the protests that rocked Greece in the summer of 1965.

Eventually, Constantine made a truce of sorts with Papandreou and, with his agreement, appointed a government of technocrats and, then, a conservative-led government to hold an election in May 1967.

But, with the polls heavily favoring the Center Union and with Papandreou’s left-leaning son, Andreas, gaining in popularity, Constantine and his courtiers feared revenge and with the aid of high-ranking officers prepared a coup.

However, a group of lower-ranking officers, led by colonels, were preparing their own coup and, apprised of Constantine’s plans by a mole, proclaimed a dictatorship on April 21, 1967.

Constantine was taken by surprise and his feelings toward the new rulers were obvious in the official photo of the new government. He pretended to go along with them, while preparing a counter-coup with the help of troops in northern Greece and the navy, which was loyal to him.

On Dec. 13, 1967, Constantine and his family flew to the northern city of Kavala with the intention of marching on Thessaloniki and setting up a government there. The counter-coup, badly managed and infiltrated, collapsed and Constantine was forced to flee to Rome the following day. He would never return as reigning king.

The junta appointed a regent and, after an abortive Navy counter-coup in May 1973, abolished the monarchy on June 1, 1973. A July plebiscite, widely considered rigged, confirmed the decision.

When the dictatorship collapsed in July 1974, Constantine was eager to return to Greece but was advised against it by veteran politician Constantine Karamanlis, who returned from exile to head a civilian government. Karamanlis, who had also headed the government between 1955–1963, was a conservative but had clashed with the court over what he considered its excessive interference in politics.

After his triumphal win in November elections, Karamanlis called for a plebiscite on the monarchy in 1974. Constantine was not allowed in the country to campaign, but the result was unambiguous and widely accepted: 69.2 percent voted in favor of a republic.

Soon after, Karamanlis famously said the nation had rid itself of a cancerous growth. Constantine said on the day following the referendum that “national unity must take precedence … I wholeheartedly wish that developments will justify the result of yesterday’s vote.”

To his final days, Constantine, while accepting that Greece was now a republic, continued to style himself King of Greece and his children as princes and princesses even though Greece no longer recognized titles of nobility.

For most of his years in exile he lived in Hampstead Garden Suburb, London, and was said to be especially close to his second cousin Charles, the Prince of Wales and now King Charles III.

While it took Constantine 14 years to return to his country, briefly, to bury his mother, Queen Frederica in 1981, he multiplied his visits thereafter and, from 2010, made his home there. There were continued disputes: in 1994, the then socialist government stripped him of his nationality and expropriated what remained of the royal family’s property. Constantine sued at the European Court of Human Rights and was awarded 12 million euros in 2002, a fraction of the 500 million he had sought.

He is survived by his wife, the former Princess Anne-Marie of Denmark, youngest sister of Queen Margrethe II; five children, Alexia, Pavlos, Nikolaos, Theodora and Philippos; and nine grandchildren.

By Demetris Nellas
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Australian Government Urged to Divert New Immigrants to Regional Areas
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The Australian government is urged to increase the resettlement rate of new migrants in regional areas to help fill a major shortage of workers.

Regional Australia Institute (RAI), an independent think-tank, said that increasing overseas migration is crucial to the economic growth and sustainability of the outer fringes of cities and towns in Regional Australia.

“The 2022 Population Statement projects in 2022-23 that less than 17 percent of net overseas migration will flow to regional Australia,” said Liz Ritchie, the CEO of RAI, in a statement on Jan. 9. “Regional Australia deserves a far greater share of Australia’s biggest driver of population growth.”

In its submission to the Home Affairs Department’s review of the immigration system in December, RAI said the government should increase the rate of resettlement in outlying areas outside state cities from 20 percent to 40 percent.

“At a time when our regional cities and towns are crying out for skills and labour, reaching a record of over 96,000 job vacancies in late 2022, we need to be collectively looking at the systems and processes supporting migrants, so we have more calling regional Australia home,” Ritchie said.

“Migration will be critical to the growth and sustainability of regional Australia over the next decade.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Regional Australia Institute (RAI), an independent think-tank, said that increasing overseas migration is crucial to the economic growth and sustainability of the outer fringes of cities and towns in Regional Australia. Adults look on as children play in a park in the regional Australian city of Dubbo, Australia, on Nov. 7, 2021. (Jenny Evans/Getty Images)


The 2021 census data shows that foreign-born immigrants are not opposed to settling outside metropolitan areas if they have the information and support to do so, according to the think tank.

Of the 254 local government areas with an increase in Australian and overseas-born resident populations between the 2016 and 2021 Census periods, 70 percent were in regional areas outside the capital cities.

“Demand to live in regional Australia is not the issue,” Ritchie said.

“To have more migrants living in regional Australia, we need to provide further awareness about job opportunities, including job support services, and ensure we have communities with enough housing and critical soft and hard infrastructure.

“We need to take a holistic view of the various factors impacting Australia’s migrant population,” she said. “Population planning, jobs, access to housing – are all interlinked.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo]  The Business Council of Australia is calling on the government to set immigration quotas based on population and to provide easier access to permanent residency for temporary visa holders after some economic experts believe immigration is the only thing keeping the economy out of recession. A staff member prepares tables ahead of lunch trade at the Southern Highlands Brewing and Taphouse in Moss Vale, Australia, on Oct. 30, 2021.  (Lisa Maree Williams/Getty Images)


Business Calls for Increase in Immigration



Meanwhile, the Business Council of Australia (BCA) is calling on the government to set immigration quotas based on population and to provide easier access to permanent residency for temporary visa holders.

“Australia faces stiff competition as a migrant destination from other advanced economies that are also experiencing severe skills and labour shortages,” reads the BCA’s submission to the federal government’s migration review.

The submission recommends that the government consider setting the number of permanent immigrants it accepts as a percentage of the population.

For example, the number of immigrants introduced by Canada in the next three years is a little more than one percent of the population, while Australia’s current annual immigration quota of 195,000 only accounts for about 0.75 percent of the population.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] The Morrison government’s decision to reduce the immigration quota from 190,000 to 160,000 has been criticised. Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison (R) addresses the crowd during a Q&A alongside Australian Minister for Immigration Alex Hawke (Centre) at a Hindu Council of Australia Multicultural Event in the electorate of Parramatta on May 14, 2022 in Sydney, Australia. (Asanka Ratnayake/Getty Images)


The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a drop in immigration to Australia, with the latest population report showing that by 2030, Australia will have 1.2 million fewer people than predicted before the pandemic. Some economic experts believe immigration is the only thing keeping the economy out of recession.

However, the former Morrison government reduced the quota from about 190,000 a year to 160,000 at one point, citing population pressures in big cities.

“Migration is an easy scapegoat for lack of infrastructure delivery and poor planning, but it is too important for us to continue down this path,” the BCA said.

The BCA also recommended that the government allow employers to bring in any foreign skilled worker from overseas who earns more than the average wage of $92,000 (US$63,300) a year.  It reiterated a call made at last year’s employment summit to raise the immigration quota from 195,000 to 220,000 over the next two financial years and allocate 70 percent of places to skilled migrants.
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Australia’s Top Polluters Will Get $600 Million to Reduce Emissions by 5 Percent Every Year
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Australia’s biggest polluters will be required to reduce their net emissions by almost 35 percent by 2030 under the federal government’s new safeguard mechanism reforms.

Minister for Climate Change and Energy Chris Bowen said the reforms will support the country’s biggest emitters to remain competitive in a global economy while they work to reduce emissions.

Trade-exposed facilities will be supported by an initial $600 million (US$414 million) in funding to compensate for the cost of transition and ensure competitiveness, so emissions do not “leak” overseas from businesses outsourcing operations.

The safeguard mechanism was introduced by the previous Coalition government and requires the 215 facilities that annually produce over 100,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases to limit their net emissions below a baseline limit.

When the baseline limit is exceeded, businesses can “offset” the excess emissions by purchasing carbon credits.

“A reformed safeguard mechanism is expected to deliver 205 million tonnes of abatement to the end of the decade, equivalent to cutting emissions from Australia’s cars by two-thirds over the same period,” Bowen said.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Australian Minister for Climate Change and Energy Chris Bowen speaks during the Sydney Energy Forum in Sydney, Australia, on July 13, 2022. (Jaimi Joy – Pool/Getty Images)


The 215 mining, oil, and gas facilities emit around 28 percent of the country’s emissions, or 143 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent, in 2022-23, according to government projections (pdf). The safeguard changes aim to reduce this to 100 million tonnes by 2030.

The proposed baseline decline rate is to be 4.9 percent every year to 2030, with the system to commence on July 1.

Decline rates after 2030 will be set every five years from 2027 to maintain the country’s progress towards net-zero by 2050, which was enshrined into law with the passing of the Climate Change Bill in September 2022.

In finalising the approach to setting baselines, the government chose to implement a hybrid approach between site-specific and industry-average levels.

At the commencement of the scheme, it will be “heavily weighted” towards site-specific levels to give facilities time to transition to industry average benchmarks.

Bowen said the reforms would ensure that the mechanism delivered “meaningful outcomes” and was “fit for purpose.”

“Reforms to the safeguard will help create an effective, equitable and efficient trajectory to net-zero,” he said.

“We know that 70 percent of facilities, representing over 80 percent of scheme emissions, already have corporate commitments to net zero by 2050—this reform helps deliver the framework to get there.

“Recognising strong stakeholder interest, the government will also conduct a review to consider how best to prevent international carbon leakage risks, while protecting Australia’s reputation as a reliable and secure trading partner.”

Business Groups Welcome Reforms

The Business Council welcomed the reforms, calling the safeguard mechanism a “crucial tool” to accelerate the decarbonisation of the economy.

“We must do everything we can to ensure Australia is at the global forefront of the clean energy transition,” the council said.

The Australian Industry Group (Ai Group), the peak national employer organisation, said the proposals were “pragmatic”, but there was “clearly” more work to do on major climate policy.

“The government’s initial measures to help trade exposed facilities invest in their future and to moderate their potential costs will be helpful,” Ai Group CEO Innes Willox said.

“However, trade exposure will grow more challenging over time as emissions baselines come down, particularly where alternative clean production processes continue to display a cost premium.”

Carbon Credit Scheme ‘Well Designed,’ Review Finds

The announcement comes after an independent review of the Carbon Credit Scheme, which had been criticised as having major flaws, found the system’s design was sound.

A six-month review led by leading Australian scientist Ian Chubb, as well as three other scientists, said the scheme had been working effectively after 11 years of operation.

However, a foremost critic of the scheme, Andrew Macintosh from the Australian National University, has argued that 70 to 80 percent of traded carbon credits did not represent a genuine reduction in emissions, according to his research.

“Unfortunately, Australia’s carbon market currently suffers from a distinct lack of environmental integrity,” Macintosh said in a statement.

“All of the major emission reduction methods have serious integrity issues, either in their design or the way they are being administered.”
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With the release of the report, Chubb said the four-person panel did not share Macintosh’s view.

“There may be several reasons for the polar-opposite views. One is likely to be a lack of transparency, meaning that third parties cannot access the relevant data and so different conclusions can be drawn, and all genuinely held,” he said.

The Albanese government welcomed the findings and accepted the report’s 16 recommendations to improve the scheme, which include providing more clarity, transparency, and information.

“The panel’s recommendations will help ensure Australia’s carbon crediting scheme has the highest integrity, and contributes to achieving Australia’s emission targets,” Bowen said.

Daniel Y. Teng contributed to this article.
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Shen Yun Shares Traditional Chinese Culture With Amarillo
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						Ben and Jackie Mereness at the Shen Yun Performing Arts performance at Amarillo Civic Center, Texas, on Jan. 10, 2023. (Sally Sun/The Epoch Times)
					

						AMARILLO, Texas—Although people have different backgrounds, each culture is beautiful in its own way. Shen Yun Performing Arts is sharing the beauty of China with audiences around the world.

“We’re here to learn about the culture, and enjoy the presentation and the dance. And it’s very different, but different in a beautiful and welcoming way,” said Ben Mereness, a minister.

Shen Yun is based in New York and it is dedicated to presenting a communism-free China to its audience.

Mr. Mereness expressed his appreciation for Shen Yun’s presentation of China’s diversity.

“They’re going into other parts of China. The different traditional dances are very interesting because each culture has its own presentation in a story that it tells,” he said.

China covers a large area of land and within its borders, there are numerous ethnic groups like the Tibetans and the Mongolians.

Mr. Mereness’s wife, Jackie, made a connection to how this diversity can also be found in Amarillo.

“Very much like Amarillo, because we have very many cultures that have come here and are influencing this community. It’s very interesting,” she said.

Mrs. Mereness added that she liked seeing a difference in style between the female and male dancers.

“The whole experience, it’s the women and the men and the different styles—the strength of the men and the elegance of the women, is so very refreshing,” she commented.

Shen Yun’s dancers are trained in classical Chinese dance. This dance form requires the ladies to use very quick and light steps that give the impression that they are floating across the stage.

“The costuming is beautiful and the feminine part of it is so sweet,” said Mrs. Mereness.

The male dancers are bolder with their movements, often depicting characters like brave generals and mischievous monks.

“We love learning a bit of the history and the culture. I think that’s very enjoyable for us as well,” said Mr. Mereness.

Shen Yun’s use of a digital backdrop to extend the stage—patented by the company—allows the dancers to fly into the sky or dive deep into the ocean without the use of heavy stage scenery.

“I thought it was interesting that the technology of them moving on and off the stage to the video was very cleverly done. And it created a wonderful telling of the story,” said Mr. Mereness.

The couple shared that they would recommend Shen Yun to their children and grandchildren.

“We have a granddaughter. Especially with the women and how elegant they were, and we thought she would love this because she’s very feminine. She would like that,” said Mr. Mereness.

One of their sons is an architect and Mrs. Mereness said: “If he had an opportunity to go, we would recommend it. That’s for sure.”

		
		

Reporting by Sally Sun and Maria Han.

The Epoch Times is a proud sponsor of Shen Yun Performing Arts. We have covered audience reactions since Shen Yun’s inception in 2006.
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Pence Says DOJ’s ‘Double Standard’ Over Biden Classified Documents ‘Deeply Troubling’
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Former Vice President Mike Pence has taken aim at what he says is a “double standard” in how both the media and Department of Justice responded to the discovery of classified documents at a Washington think tank that President Joe Biden worked at before taking office.

Speaking with conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt on Jan. 10, Pence also criticized the FBI’s raid of former President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence last August, during which investigators seized around 100 documents marked classified or top secret.

Trump is currently being investigated by the DOJ over his handling of the documents.

“The willingness of the national media to just turn away and turn a deaf ear … to the disclosures that when Vice President Biden left office he left with classified documents as well, it just shows you,” Pence said. “It’s like I said before; if they didn’t have double standards, they’d have no standards at all.”

“Equal treatment in the law is at the very center of the expectation of the American people and of our history and our tradition,” Pence continued.

Pence’s comments come shortly after White House attorney Richard Sauber confirmed on Monday that documents with classified markings were found inside a locked closet at the Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and Global Engagement in Washington.

Biden had previously used the office from mid-2017 until the start of his 2020 presidential campaign.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] U.S. President Joe Biden speaks during a message for the media as part of the 2023 North American Leaders Summit at Palacio Nacional in Mexico City, Mexico, on Jan. 10, 2023. (Hector Vivas/Getty Images)


Biden Lawyer Confirms Classified Documents Found

The White House Counsel’s Office notified the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) of the discovery and the agency retrieved the materials the following day, Sauber said.

According to Biden’s lawyer, the documents were found on Nov. 2, 2022, just days before the midterm elections, but he did not disclose the findings until nearly two months later.

In a statement to NBC News on Tuesday, the White House Counsel’s Office declined to state why it had waited more than two months to publicly disclose the discovery of the documents.

“This is an ongoing process under review by [the Department of Justice], so we are going to be limited in what we can say at this time,” Ian Sams, spokesman for the White House Counsel’s Office, told NBC News.

“But we are committed to doing this the right way, and we will provide further details when and as appropriate,” Sams said.

During his interview on Tuesday, Pence also branded the FBI’s search of Mar-a-Lago “a massive overreach” and “deeply troubling.”

“This double standard is just as troubling. You know, there’s that old saying that if they didn’t have double standards, they’d have no standards at all … But having now created that standard and now abandoned that standard when the current president of the United States is found to have had classified documents in his possession after leaving office, I think it just, I have no words right now,” Pence added.

Earlier on Monday, Trump also commented on the discovery of the classified documents.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Supporters of former U.S. President Donald Trump in West Palm Beach, Fla. drive around the Paul G. Rogers Federal Building & Courthouse as the court on Aug. 18, 2022 holds a hearing to determine if the affidavit used by the FBI as justification for the raid of Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate should be unsealed. (Chandan Khanna/AFP via Getty Images)


‘These Documents Were Definitely Not Declassified’

“When is the FBI going to raid the many homes of Joe Biden, perhaps even the White House? These documents were definitely not declassified,” Trump wrote on his social media platform, Truth Social.

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) also said Monday that the discovery “just shows that they were trying to be political to President Trump,” in reference to the Biden administration and the DOJ, which has claimed that Trump violated a number of laws when he took documents with him from the White House to his South Florida home.

Trump has said he declassified the materials when he left office and has not been charged with any crime.

Elsewhere, newly appointed House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer (R-Ky.) also alleged double standards in how classified documents were handled.

In a statement on Jan. 10, Comer said he is requesting information from NARA and the White House Counsel’s Office about Biden’s “failure to return highly classified records from his time as vice president.”

“Chairman Comer is concerned that NARA’s inconsistent application of the Presidential Records Act and treatment of classified records held by former President Trump and President Biden raise questions about potential political bias at the agency,” the statement reads.

Republicans have taken control of the House of Representatives and have signaled that they will conduct new investigations into Biden and his family members, including his son Hunter Biden.
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Cate Blanchett won best actress for Tar, becoming Australia’s sole trophy winner at the 80th annual awards show on its return to TV after a diversity and ethics scandal.

Steven Spielberg’s The Fabelmans and dark comedy The Banshees of Inisherin have landed the top movie awards at the Golden Globes as Hollywood returned to a show that had been knocked off television by scandal.

The actress was unable to accept the award in person because she is filming in the UK.

The Fabelmans, a coming-of-age story based on Spielberg’s teen years, was named best movie drama at the star-studded ceremony.

Banshees of Inisherin, the story of feuding friends on an Irish island, won best movie musical or comedy.

The awards are likely to give both movies a boost on the road to the Academy Awards in March.

Blanchett’s win on Tuesday followed losses for fellow Aussies Hugh Jackman, Margot Robbie, Baz Luhrmann and Elizabeth Debicki.

Luhrmann was up for best director for Elvis but lost to Steven Spielberg for his coming-of-age movie The Fabelmans, which along with Elvis, was vying with sci-fi blockbuster Avatar: The Way of Water for the evening’s top honour.

However, Elvis claimed a best actor win for star Austin Butler.

“I’m in this room with all my heroes,” Butler said while accepting the award.

“I can’t believe I’m here. Brad (Pitt), I love you. Quentin (Tarantino), I printed out the script of Pulp Fiction when I was 12 years old.”

The flashy Elvis biopic and sci-fi blockbuster Avatar: The Way of Water were vying for the top honour of best drama film against The Fabelmans and Tar.

Top Gun: Maverick also was in the mix, though the military action film’s chances were likely hurt by star Tom Cruise returning his Globe statues in protest in 2021, awards experts said.

Veteran actor Michelle Yeoh also took a top movie award for Everything Everywhere All at Once, beating Robbie for her role in Babylon.

“Hollywood was a dream come true until I came here,” the actor, of Malaysian descent, said, noting that she was called a “minority” and asked if she could speak English early in her career.

Colin Farrell, who won lead actor in a movie musical or comedy for his work in the dark Irish comedy Banshees of Inisherin, thanked his fellow cast members, including Jenny the Donkey.

In TV categories, Julia Garner won best supporting actress in a TV series for Ozark, beating Debicki for her portrayal of Princess Diana in the fifth season of The Crown.

Abbott Elementary creator and star Quinta Brunson was honoured as best actress in a TV musical or comedy.

Celebrities and broadcaster NBC abandoned the 2022 Globes because of ethical lapses at the Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFPA), the group that hands out the awards.

A larger, more diverse membership and other changes by the HFPA persuaded many of the biggest movie and TV stars to support this year’s ceremony, which provides publicity for winners and nominees and often boosts their chances at the Oscars.

The show unfolded largely as it had in years past, except for a biting monologue from comedian and host Jerrod Carmichael who opened the show joking, “I’m here because I’m black”.

“One day you’re making mint tea at home. The next day you’re invited to be the Black face of an embattled white organisation,” he said at the ceremony, which was broadcast live on the NBC network and streamed on Peacock.

Roughly 200 journalists and others from the international film industry voted on this year’s Globes.

Among those voters, almost 52 percent are racially and ethnically diverse, including 10 per cent who are Black, according to the HFPA.
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Chinese Ambassador Attempts to Break Strategic Alliance Between Australia and Japan
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Beijing’s top envoy to Australia has attempted to drive a wedge into Australia’s growing ties with Japan by criticising his Japanese counterpart in Canberra and warning Australians against trusting their former World War Two enemy lest Japan launch another military attack on the country in the future.

Chinese ambassador Xiao Qian made the comments during a New Year press conference at the Chinese Embassy in Canberra on Jan. 10.

Targeting Japanese ambassador to Australia, Shingo Yamagami, who in an op-ed for the Australian has said both Australia and Japan need to be “vigilant” towards China, citing Beijing’s threats of retaliation against countries that imposed COVID-19 tests on Chinese arrivals, Xiao accused the ambassador of not doing his job.

He also raised the Japanese attack on Darwin and the treatment of Australian POW’s held by Japanese forces in the Pacific, saying that Japan had never apologised for its behaviour in the war. He also accused Japan of not accepting its wrong behaviour and said, “they might repeat the history.”

Japan launched nearly 100 air raids on Australia during the Second World War, including attacks on Darwin and Broome, and invaded the Australian-controlled territories of New Guinea and Papua.

However, in 1957, after Japan surrendered unconditionally at the end of the war, then-Japanese prime minister Nobusuke Kishi during a visit to Australia, did offer atonement for the country’s wartime actions, expressing his country’s sorrow for what happened during the war.

“It is my official duty, and my personal desire, to express to you and through you to the people of Australia our heartfelt sorrow for what occurred in the war,” Kishi said.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Ambassador of Japan Yamagami Shingo addresses the National Press Club in Canberra, Wednesday, July 21, 2021. (AAP Image/Lukas Coch)


Japan Now Peace-Loving and Rule Abiding

In response to Xiao comments Yamagami said that everyone knew Japan is a peace-loving, rules-abiding country, and what took place over 80 years ago should not be an issue.

“We all know how many years have passed since the end of World War II. We all know the post-war trajectory of peace-loving, rules-abiding Japan,” he told ABC TV. “So what’s at issue here is not what took place more than eight decades ago. What’s at issue here is how to deal with coercion and intimidation throughout the region.”

“And here Australia and Japan are in total sync.”

Japan is now considered a strategic ally of Australia, alongside India and the United States, being members of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) partnership.

The Japanese ambassador said his remarks on China were just “common sense.”

“We place significant emphasis on the importance of maintaining [the] rules-based international order. If that offends my Chinese counterpart, what can I say?”

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese was asked about Xiao’s comments on Japan.

“We have a very positive relationship with Japan,” Albanese told a journalist on Jan. 11.

“With China, we also want to see an improvement in relations. I believe that the ambassador’s comments were positive and constructive about those issues,” he said.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese meets China’s President Xi Jinping in a bilateral meeting during the 2022 G20 summit in Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia, Australia, on Nov. 15, 2022. (AAP Image/Mick Tsikas)


“I look forward to continuing to build on that constructive dialogue, I want to cooperate with China where we can, we will disagree where we must, but will engage in our national interest.”

AUKUS Criticized for Targeting China 

Xiao also attacked the AUKUS security pact between Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States, saying it was not “constructive” or “helpful.” He also said it targeted “China as a potential threat or adversary.”

“China is not seeking to be an enemy with the United States, neither are we of the United Kingdom, nor are we of Australia, so there’s no reason for the three countries to stand together to work on something that’s targeting China as a threat,” Xiao said.

On the contrary, Defence Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Richard Marles praised AUKUS last month as a “shared mission between our three countries to work together to pursue advanced military capability”.

“At a time where the strategic circumstances faced by the world are as complex and precarious as we’ve seen since the end of the Second World War, [it is] central that Australia being able to acquire a nuclear-powered, highly capable submarine,” he said during the opening of AUKUS Defence Ministers’ meeting in December 2022.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Royal Australian Navy submarine HMAS Rankin is seen during AUSINDEX 21, a biennial maritime exercise between the Royal Australian Navy and the Indian Navy in Darwin, Australia, on Sept. 5, 2021. (Yuri Ramsey/Australian Defence Force via Getty Images)


Former Liberal senator for Tasmania Eric Abetz echoed Marles’  viewpoint.

“The nuclear submarine acquisition under the AUKUS treaty is overwhelmingly considered a vital recalibration of Australia’s defence posture,” Abetz wrote in an opinion piece to The Epoch Times.

Ambassador Attempts Positive Note on Trade and Detained Australians

In a symbolic gesture Xiao toasted the audience with a glass of Australian wine, which has been banned from being exported to China after former Prime Minister Scott Morrison called for an inquiry into the origins of COVID-19, saying that the bilateral relationship with Australia was “at a critical stage of turnaround.”

“I would hope that as we are improving relations that you have more encouragement to the Chinese economy, to the Chinese customers to come back for a stronger appetite for Australian products,” he said.

However, the Chinese government has yet to remove the punitive trade tarriffs which they have admitted were an attempt to coerce Australia. Currently, the trade tarriffs  still remain in place on Australian wine, beef, honey, lamb, lobster and other exports products according to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Amid a thawing in bilateral trade relations after Foreign Minister Penny Wong’s visit of China last month, the ambasador also tried to set a positive tone when asked about detained Australians, journalist Cheng Lei and author Yang Hengjun, saying he hoped a solution would come “as soon as possible.”

But he also noted that Australia needed to respect the Chinese legal system.

Yang Hengjun and Cheng Lei have been detained in China since 2019 and 2020, respectively. In both cases the Australian governemnt has criticised the Chinese regime  for lack of transparency and independence of the courts.
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Is the GOAT of Tennis a Meaningless Competition?
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Commentary

As the Australian Open will be played in Melbourne from Jan. 16 to Jan. 29, it is time to consider an interesting question on Quora that observers of the tennis world will be interested in: “Isn’t the whole GOAT debate in tennis just pointless and a waste of time? Any true tennis fan would not go on about it.”

However, the reality is that whenever a Grand Slam tennis tournament is staged, the big, as yet unanswered, question as to who will be the Greatest Of All Time (GOAT) professional tennis player inevitably comes up in the media.

There are three candidates for this accolade: Roger Federer, with 20 Grand Slam victories; Novak Djokovic, with 21 Grand Slam triumphs; and the present record holder, Rafael Nadal, who boasts 22 Grand Slams on his palmarès.

Federer announced his retirement from the sport and, therefore, he is no longer in contention for the GOAT title. This leaves Djokovic and Nadal as the remaining viable combatants.

Djokovic missed two major tournaments last year, the Australian Open and the U.S. Open, because of his refusal to get a COVID-19 vaccination. This led commentators to speculate that, if he had been allowed to play, he would already have overtaken Nadal.

Nadal unsuccessfully started his preparation for this year’s Australian Open, losing narrowly in the United Cup against Cameron Norrie (Great Britain) and Alex de Minaur (Australia).

Both players registered their first and, thus far, only victory over Nadal. However, these losses do not mean very much for the Australian Open since this lead-up tournament simply enables Nadal to amass enough playing time to mount a credible challenge to his opponents when defending his title as the reigning champion.

[image: Federer and Nadal] Switzerland’s Roger Federer (R) and Spain’s Rafael Nadal attend a training session ahead of the Laver Cup tennis tournament at the O2 in London on Sept. 22, 2022. (Kin Cheung/AP Photo)


Nadal triumphed in the Australian Open last year in a hotly contested final against Daniil Medvedev in five sets, a match that lasted over five hours.

In contrast, Djokovic won convincingly the matches he played in the Adelaide International tournament. He prevailed at the scintillating final against a surprisingly tenacious Sebastian Korda in three sets—Djokovic’s 92nd tournament win, a phenomenal statistic.

So, these two legendary, talented players, Djokovic and Nadal, will again be the main contenders for the GOAT title.

Time to Pass the Baton to the Newer Generation?

Of course, it is conceivable that neither Djokovic nor Nadal will win the Open because a new generation of players are becoming more prominent and eager to score a Grand Slam victory.

These include Alexander Zverev, Felix Augur Aliassime, Daniil Medvedev, Stefanos Tsitsipas, Matteo Berrettini, Denis Shapovalov, and possibly other contenders.

Both Djokovic and Nadal belong to the older generation: Djokovic is 35, and Nadal is 36. Their unabated and continuing determination to excel at tennis is amazing and deserves to be celebrated by lovers of the sport.

But it may well be pointless to dwell on the GOAT issue, considering that it is difficult to compare players of different eras.

Also, the technology, the provision of medical assistance, nutrition, physiotherapy, equipment, coaching, and tournament formats have changed significantly during the last half-century, making the contest an unrealistic and deficient comparative exercise.

Moreover, it is simplistic to expect that the GOAT will be decided by the greatest number of Grand Slam victories. Indeed, other criteria might or should, be taken into consideration, including a player’s skill, style, and temperament.

If so, Federer might well be deemed to have won the race, even though his competitors are still playing professionally.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] An Australian Open branded tennis ball is seen on court ahead of the 2015 Australian Open at Melbourne Park in Melbourne, Australia, on Jan. 11, 2015. (Graham Denholm/Getty Images)


Additionally, it is difficult to evaluate the impact of Djokovic’s removal from Australia last year on his determination to succeed at the Open this year. But the incident may well be an incentive for Djokovic to try to win his tenth Australian Open crown.

Of course, it is not altogether unlikely that he may be heckled by those who believe that the Australian government prematurely restored his visa to return to Australia.

This is because, in the usual case, a person removed from Australia, even if they leave voluntarily, cannot be re-admitted for three years, and they have to reimburse the Australian government for the expenses associated with the removal.

Djokovic’s opponents may well characterise his re-admission as involving the unjustifiable use of administrative discretion. It falls to be seen what, if any, will be the effect of this unfortunate saga on his determination to become the tennis GOAT.

However, any genuine tennis enthusiast will welcome the participation of Djokovic in the Australian Open and his quest to become the GOAT.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates after winning the final match against Sebastian Korda of the U.S., at the Adelaide International, in Adelaide, Australia, on Jan. 8, 2023. (Loren Elliott/Reuters)


Waste of Time?

This contest will certainly not be finally decided at the Australian Open because, even if Djokovic is able to regain his crown, he would only have tied with Nadal, each having 22 Grand Slam victories.

The first Grand Slam after the Australian Open is Roland Garros, which has been won by Nadal a staggering 14 times—Nadal is the King of Clay. So finding the eventual winner of the GOAT contest may take more time.

But, from an objective point of view, the re-emergence of Djokovic at the Australian Open is excellent news for the sport. Many tennis enthusiasts believe that the Open without the Serbian Champion demeans the competition.

Nevertheless, a GOAT critic may well ask why it matters to pursue this flawed contest. After all, sport is entertainment: it is far more satisfying and thrilling to admire the formidable skills and fortitude of tennis athletes than it is to chase a meaningless title.

Hence, the GOAT question certainly raises a valuable point when it asks rhetorically whether we are wasting our time on it. For many people, the pursuit of the GOAT title is a journey into a pointless, even distracting, future.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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For some of us, the new year rings in resolutions: Drop 30 pounds by year’s end, hit the gym four evenings per week, or spend less money. All of these are noble and worthy causes, to be sure, but also a trifle grim, like the bread-and-water diet of a desert anchorite.

Many Americans are already down in the mouth; recent polls show that a majority are unhappy with the direction our country is headed. To counteract that dark mood, we should take deliberate aim at bringing a spark of joy to ourselves and to the world at large this year. To that end, we put our heads together and came up with some ideas for lighting a few wicks on the candelabra of 2023.

Bring a Smile to Others

Jeff: Make a deliberate effort to bring a smile or laughter to another person every day—a family member, a friend, or a stranger. This can involve something simple, such as acting goofy in front of a grumpy grandchild, or something more complicated, such as paying for the groceries for that frazzled mom and three kids behind you in line at the grocery store. By doing so, you’ll not only bring others a smile, but you’ll likely find yourself smiling, too.

Keep a Gratitude Journal

Annie: There’s nothing like gratitude to beat the post-holiday blues, so why not make this the year to start a gratitude journal? A small notebook sits on my bedside table, waiting for me to write a line or two each night before bed about something from the day that I’m grateful for or was blessed by. Such a discipline redirects our attitudes at the end of a bad day and also serves as a fun reminder of the little joys that would easily be forgotten forever.

Pick It Up and Pitch It Out

Jeff: One sure-fire way to make myself feel better is to straighten my work area, a breakfast table that becomes a littered plateau of books, papers, coffee cups, pens, and other random paraphernalia in a single morning. Happiness is also a waste basket and a trash bag, the first for useless papers and print advertisements, the latter for heavy-duty decluttering destined for the thrift store. Junk the junk, and satisfaction follows.

Picture This



Annie: Many photos capture the best moments of our lives, so reviewing them—particularly 10 or more years later—can be an excellent moment of happiness recall, not to mention the laughter these pictures inspire with their clothing, hairstyles, and expressions! Finding photos of those who are still a regular part of your life and sharing them spreads the photo joy to others as well.

Get Outside … of Yourself

Jeff: Experts say that getting outside improves our mood. So does getting away from the self. Help a neighbor shovel snow from the driveway. Take a meal to a new mom. Volunteer at a school to tutor or read to kindergartners. Donate time to a worthy cause. When we focus on others, our own troubles take a backseat, at least for a while.
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Build a Snowman



Annie: Don’t let the busyness of adulthood stop you from reliving the simple joys of childhood. If you live in northern climes, try building a snowman, as I did the other day—for the first time in roughly 20 years, I might add. Soon, the faces of sick family members were peering out the windows with smiles that matched mine as I worked. My neighbor then sent a text asking for a picture of the snowman, which she promptly shared on social media, spreading my little act of personal cheer far and wide.

Unplug

Jeff: Going for a walk? Leave the phone at home. Running into the grocery store? Leave the phone in the car. Want to read for half an hour? Put the phone on silent. Turn off the electronic gadgets for a few hours weekly and detox from social media. Our devices are little stress boxes of dopamine dispatchers. Shut them down and enjoy some peace.

Lit Hits

Annie: There’s nothing like a good book to help you forget your woes and lift you to a higher plane of hope and inspiration. Need some humor mixed with hard work? Try “Little Britches: Father and I Were Ranchers” by Ralph Moody. Want encouragement to get through difficult times? Check out “Suffering Is Never for Nothing” by Elisabeth Elliot. Want profound perspective on our challenging times? Try “Witness” by Whittaker Chambers.

Crank Up the Music

Jeff: Need a fast fix for the blues? Get silly. I’ve danced with my 10-year-old granddaughter to disco—“I Love the Nightlife” full blast—and I can’t dance, much less disco, but we both laughed the entire time. If you’re alone, belt out some tunes. Hug someone you love. When it comes to happiness, the little things can be game-changers.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] (Biba Kayewich)


Send ‘Just Because’ Notes

Annie: As Jeff mentioned above, spreading cheer to others is one of the fastest ways to bring joy to yourself. What better way to do so than by dropping a friend a card or email on a random day other than their birthday or Christmas? Choose one friend each month and tell them why you appreciate their friendship or talents. Doing so will strengthen your friendships, further helping to ward off your personal gloom and loneliness.

Tots and Teens

Jeff: A lot of little ones pass through my favorite coffee shop, and just watching the toddlers can bring a smile. Engage with the grandkids, nephews, or nieces, and that dark cloud in your heart retreats. If you pass a school playground, take a few minutes and watch the commotion. Grab a friend and head off to the soccer field or a high school basketball game. Watching the parents, the teens, and the kids at these contests is half the fun.

Watch an Old Movie

Annie: Many of today’s movies fall into one of two categories—fluff or junk—and can be downright depressing. However, many old movies are uplifting and encouraging, relying on a good storyline rather than special effects to make a winner of a film. So when you’re in need of a little happiness, pull out an old movie. Some of my favorites include “Meet John Doe” (1941), “Cheaper By the Dozen” (1950), and “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” (1939).
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Several weeks ago, my teenage daughter and her friends attended a middle school dance. Junior high social collaborations are a funny thing. Teens and preteens come together to test their moves, look cool, and maybe actually dance with the opposite sex. Though I had been rather sick on the night of the dance and could barely keep my eyes open for a 9 p.m. pickup, I assured my husband that I’d be happy to get the girls. Post-dance car rides are a short but precious period of time. Ah, what a mom might learn.

“How was it?” I inquired casually, as the girls settled into the car.

“Not good!” They answered in united exasperation. “They kept the lights on all night and played nothing but rap music.”

“It looked like stadium lighting,” I commented. “They kept that on all night?”

“It was so bright!” the girls cried. “But the biggest problem was the music. No one could actually dance. They didn’t play a single slow song, or even a song we could sing to!”

We got home. The girls had snacks, visited with the family a little, and then dashed off to my daughter’s room for a sleepover. Bedtime rolled around; I headed upstairs to encourage tooth brushing. After a quick knock, what I saw made me smile, then ponder. The girls were dancing together, an improvised English country dance, Jane Austen style. They were laughing and having a marvelous time. When I entered the room, they begged me to hum a waltz as the background to their moves.

“It’s just like ‘Pride and Prejudice,’” my daughter’s best friend exclaimed. Earlier, we’d started to enjoy the first installments of the old A&E movie. The girls relished the humor and romance of an excellent human story.

“I bet those old dances would have been fun,” I reflected.

“Yeah,” the girls spouted, “it wouldn’t be awkward to dance with a boy if everyone knew what to do, and you only had to hold hands a little.”

Out of the mouths of babes.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Costumed guests arrive for the Pride and Prejudice Ball at Chatsworth House in Derbyshire Dales, England, on June 22, 2013. The event was organized to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the publication of Jane Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice.” (Christopher Furlong/Getty Images)


The Good Stuff

There’s a lot to be learned from the formal practices and social customs we read about in 19th-century literature, especially in the work of Jane Austen. She had a keen understanding of human desires and motivations. She also offered an intriguing view of society during the time that she lived. Though only the most limited views of Jane herself exist, the artwork of her sister, Cassandra, offers a simple glimpse of a brilliant thinker. I especially love the back pose that leaves the author’s expression to the viewer’s imagination. The world may not enjoy many original portraits of Jane Austen, but her novels paint strong and enduring pictures of human and worldly relationships. Men and women have always looked for opportunities to meet one another. Rituals of courtship can be sensitive. Young adventurers are skittish, clumsy, and unsure.

Helping to form the characters of the young, and readying them for adulthood, is a critical task. A great place to practice decorous behavior and conversation is at the dinner table, though the ritual of family mealtime itself seems to be slipping into obscurity.

Driving home the other day, my husband and I noticed a teenage boy pacing at the end of his driveway. He appeared so peevish that we grew worried for his mental health. His hair was greasy, he was wearing pajama pants and furry slippers, and he flipped his head back constantly only to return a downward gaze to his phone. Then, his Doordash arrived. Realizing that the source of his angst was related to the wait for fast-food delivery, my husband commented, “That kid was old enough to make himself some lunch, or at least drive himself to get some, and at the very least, get dressed by late afternoon! What kind of kids are we raising in this country?”

Could it be that regardless of great prosperity, we as a society are experiencing a dearth of all the best stuff? America has enjoyed abundance, but what do we choose to indulge in lately? Increasingly, it seems that children are overexposed to video games, junk food, and sexual content, but underexposed to fine literature, classical music, basic manners, and more genteel encounters. The messages presented in rap songs and the like about male-female relationships are startlingly inappropriate to my older ears. The clothing and manners of young people are so casual, it seems they often don’t dress, and rarely interact outside of cyberspace. So much of a young person’s social experience has turned into an electronic interface.

The girls raised my attention to the contrast between a Jane Austen storybook dance and the reality of social interactions today. I couldn’t help but see that in some respects, society did a better job guiding courtship and social enterprises in generations past. Don’t get me wrong, I’m not trying to over-glorify the good old days. I know that good and evil have existed for as long as man, and every generation has its strengths and weaknesses. I’m glad that women, minorities, and less affluent persons have more freedom to learn and succeed in society now. Upward mobility made possible by the American dream is a great addition to our lives and times. But, not all change is for the better, and many customs of the past were very good.

People Need People

Today, we have more freedom, but freedom can be a double-edged sword. Coupled with a well-formed conscience and disciplined will, freedom may flourish. Wielded in unrefined licentiousness, freedom may simply lead to epic failure. Modern society has certainly loosened its structure. Language, style, and etiquette are less elegant. While education is more universally accessible, the reading skills and historical and philosophical knowledge of the “educated” are more narrow and incomplete. I have heard from many young people that they struggle to understand the writing of Jane Austen, let alone Shakespeare or Cervantes. Attention spans are short. The current screen culture has encouraged a lack of authentic growth and intercourse.

Recently, I was speaking to a psychologist friend who specializes in Christian vocational counseling. Ordinarily an indomitably joyful woman, I couldn’t help but note the expression of worry on her face as she explained: “Once, I mainly counseled people through the trauma of pre and extramarital liaisons. Such infidelities leave scars that are slow to heal. But now, I see something worse. Many young people aren’t experiencing true human relationships at all. Their personal, social, and sexual interactions are isolated to screens. The damage that causes is harder to work through than anything old-fashioned.”

People need people. We need to interact and to do so in wholesome ways. Our children are growing up in an environment of screens like the world has never seen. “Talking,” I have learned, is a state of pre-dating that takes place nearly entirely via apps such as SnapChat or by text. Written communications are a time-tested method of courtship, but most texting doesn’t even involve sentences anymore. Reflecting upon the use of telegrams, letters, and emails as a basis for interactions, I’m not discouraged by all modern methods; I just think our kids need more guidance. We need to restore decorum.

To this end, I set a rule for my older children: If they are going to text, they must use proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling to the best of their abilities. I encourage my teens to consider meaningful topics, too, and to set up real-life visits with their friends.

If our kids are going to interact through texts and screens, may they do it in a positive way, and only as a segue to more human interactions. Authentic human relationships are guided by family and community. Adults need to focus on being strong leaders and examples for our children. They are calling out for something more, a dance with better structure—interactions that are harmonious, human, and beautiful. Let’s help them find a more refined and heartening way.
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Chances of Re-Enlistment Unclear for Discharged Troops After Pentagon Formally Rescinds COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate
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The Department of Defense has announced it is formally ending the COVID-19 vaccine mandate for the U.S. Military and the National Guard but did not provide any signal as to whether those discharged due to having refused the vaccine would have any chance of being re-enlisted.

“No individuals currently serving in the Armed Forces shall be separated solely on the basis of their refusal to receive the COVID-19 vaccination if they sought an accommodation on religious, administrative, or medical grounds,” Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin wrote in a memorandum (pdf) dated Jan. 10.

“The Military Departments will update the records of such individuals to remove any adverse actions solely associated with denials of such requests, including letters of reprimand,” Austin said in the memo.

“The Secretaries of the Military Departments will further cease any ongoing reviews of current Service member religious, administrative, or medical accommodation requests solely for exemption from the COVID-19 vaccine or appeals of denials of such requests.”

The directive comes after the Pentagon in late December 2022 halted all actions related to the COVID-19 vaccine mandate, which Austin had imposed in August 2021.

The Pentagon chief noted that vaccines have been given to over two million service members and that 96 percent of the active and reserve forces are fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Austin said in the memo he is “deeply proud” of the Pentagon’s efforts to combat COVID-19.

More than 8,000 service members have been discharged for refusing the vaccine.

Re-Enlistment Unclear After Thousands Discharged

President Joe Biden, on Dec. 23, 2022, signed into law the $858 billion National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for the fiscal year 2023, which had passed via bipartisan majorities in the House and Senate. The legislation stipulated that Austin must rescind the COVID-19 vaccine mandate for members of the armed forces within 30 days of Biden’s signature.

Austin cited the legislation in repealing the mandates issued in August 2021 for U.S. military members and in November 2021 for the National Guard.

Until the passing of the NDAA FY2023, the military COVID-19 mandates had been kept in place—even amid plummeting efficacy of the vaccine against infection and severe illness since the spread of the Omicron variant in late 2021 and amid research suggesting that natural immunity could be more effective than vaccination.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] A member of the U.S. military receives the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine at Camp Foster in Ginowan, Japan, on April 28, 2021. (Carl Court/Getty Images)


The mandates saw resistance among troops and Americans at large, including lawmakers in Congress, who argued in favor of bodily autonomy free from coercion.

Even before the mandates, Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) in July 2021 shared that military members said they would quit instead of receiving a COVID-19 vaccine.

By October 2022, just two months before Congress passed the NDAA FY2023, The Epoch Times reported that military officers who became injured after their COVID-19 vaccinations called for the mandate to be scrapped.

Republican lawmakers, who comprised the minority in both chambers last year, had pushed for the removal of the vaccine mandate and celebrated the provision in the NDAA FY2023 upon its passing in the House and Senate.

The Pentagon discharged a total of “3,300 Marines, 1,800 soldiers, 1,800 sailors, and 900 airmen simply based on their personal decision to not take the COVID vaccine,” House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) said in a statement back on Dec. 6, 2022.

“These heroes deserve justice now that the mandate is no more,” he said. “The Biden administration must correct service records and not stand in the way of re-enlisting any service member discharged simply for not taking the COVID vaccine.”

The Epoch Times has reached out to the Pentagon asking whether it has any plans to re-enlist those who had been discharged for the sole reason of refusing the COVID-19 vaccine. The Pentagon has not immediately responded to a request for comment.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Soldiers file paperwork before being administered COVID-19 vaccines in Fort Knox, Ky., on Sept. 9, 2021. (Jon Cherry/Getty Images)


Troop Retention Concerns

McCarthy said at the time the Army and Navy “missed their 2022 recruitment goals by thousands of service members.” Meanwhile, noting the thousands discharged, McCarthy said the COVID-19 vaccine mandate “was detrimental to the ranks, and there is no doubt it put our national security at risk.”

McCarthy’s concerns over military retention were reflected in a projection by the Army National Guard in October 2022 of a loss of as many as 14,000 soldiers across the country over the next two years. This was attributed to refusals to comply with the COVID-19 vaccine mandate. A loss of 9,000 soldiers was projected for the fiscal year 2023, and another 5,000 soldiers was projected for fiscal 2024, if the mandate persists.

Austin, also on Dec. 6, 2022, drew public attention to recruitment and said there’s no “hard data that directly links the COVID mandate to an affect on our recruiting.” A day later, Deputy Pentagon Press Secretary Sabrina Singh said in a statement that the mandate “appears to have very minimal impact on recruiting.” The two did not comment on retention.

Austin, in his Jan. 10 memo, said the Pentagon “will continue to promote and encourage COVID-19 vaccination for all Service members.”

For the service members who were administratively discharged “on the sole basis that the Service member failed to obey a lawful order” to take the vaccine, Austin said the Pentagon is prevented by law from giving anything less than a general (under honorable conditions) discharge. A general discharge is a step down from an honorable discharge and is generally given to troops who had satisfactory service but had minor misconduct.

He said service members who received a general discharge may petition their military department’s discharge review boards for “correction of military or naval records” to request a correction to the characterization of their discharge.
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Having read numbers of classic books, my friends are often surprised to hear that I had never read J.R.R. Tolkien’s famous “Lord of the Rings” trilogy.

“You have to read it,” numerous individuals—many of them males—exhort.

This fall, several of my friends—also male—took the bull by the horns and gifted me a beautifully bound edition of the work as an encouragement to get going on reading it. And as I’m doing so, I’m beginning to realize why “The Lord of the Rings” is the book most often recommended by the men around me. The series is masculinity at its finest, describing the types of actions that cause men to thrive, increase in strength and valor, and rise to the occasion.

Male Depictions in ‘Lord of the Rings’

For starters, “The Lord of the Rings” depicts a quest; a mission or a goal—a responsibility, if you will—to keep the ring from the forces of evil and to eventually destroy it.

In this quest, the male characters in “The Lord of the Rings” are always working their way toward Mordor. They don’t get to take the easy way there; instead, they must rely on their wits and be willing to take risks in order to make it—to be heroes—even if it means losing their lives to do so.

Solid male friendship is also a strong, if not subtle, aspect of “The Lord of the Rings.” There are no women on the quest that the nine males set out upon, meaning that none of them have to compete with each other for female attention, nor do they have to expend energy fulfilling the natural instinct to protect the opposite sex.

Eating also plays a large role in “The Lord of the Rings.” Sometimes there are great feasts, where the characters stuff themselves until they can’t think of eating more. Other times, they are rationing their food, denying their appetites, and surviving on small bits of the miraculous Elven bread. Regardless of how big or small the portions, Tolkien always ensures that his characters are fed, suggesting the importance of sustenance and the caloric intake men need to pursue and fulfill their missions.

At first blush, some may think these observations offensive, a suggestion that “The Lord of the Rings” is full of male stereotypes, and that all the men who seem to hold this classic work as one of their favorite reads are the knuckle-dragging thugs of toxic masculinity that are anathema in today’s society. But I don’t see it that way. Instead, I think “The Lord of the Rings” gives us a glimpse into the type of men we need in society, while simultaneously giving us clues on how to encourage such masculinity.

Men on a Mission

Just as the team of males in the quest to destroy the ring had a mission, so men today need responsibility. They need space to be heroes, to take risks, make mistakes, and get up and try again. What they don’t need is women taking away that responsibility, claiming that men are inept and not up to the task.

“For men, there’s nothing but responsibility,” Jordan Peterson notes in one of his lectures. Take away that responsibility, that meaning in life, and the male is unmotivated to do anything, resulting in listless, emasculated men and frustrated, overwhelmed women who wonder why men never step up to the plate.

Camaraderie

Today’s men also need friendship. And their friendship needs aren’t like the girly chats that women hold in coffee shops. No, their friendship is much more action-oriented, and often plays out in teams, author Anthony Esolen explains.

“Boys and men fight, in teams. Without such teams, forget about civilization; human survival itself would not have been possible. The hunting party is a male team. The defenders of the village are a male team.”

Unfortunately, we have done a lot in recent years to destroy these male teams, discouraging male-only clubs or activities and insisting upon equality and the inclusion of females. In so doing, we destroy something that C.S. Lewis referred to in “The Four Loves” as something “biologically valuable.” If we want today’s men to thrive, then we must strongly encourage activities that promote brotherhood or comradeship, which effectively means that we must also stop insisting that everything be absolutely fair and equal between the sexes.

Mind and Body

Finally, it’s important to recognize that men and women are different not only in their friendships and motivations, but also in their eating habits and nutritional needs. For instance, men’s bodies burn calories far easier than women’s do, while women have greater need for vitamins and minerals.

Should men eat their vegetables and be careful about what they consume? Of course. But such care and caution don’t mean they must live on Quinoa salads and meatless meals. Nor does it mean that “the manly consumption of meat is irreversibly damaging the world,” as one Huffington Post article alleged a few years ago. What it does mean is that women should be cautious and considerate before they nag and force men into their own female nutritional mode.

I haven’t yet completed “The Lord of the Rings” trilogy, so I can’t say for sure where this masculine-minded story leads, but I would wager that the quest is successful. Which leads me to wonder: Would we see more of today’s men stepping up to the plate, being more responsible, heroic, successful, and satisfied if we enabled them to practice some of the masculine characteristics that are displayed in Tolkien’s classic tale?
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“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” This oft-shared quote is commonly attributed to Mahatma Gandhi.

Those words, according to Joseph Ranseth, are a paraphrase of what he said. He actually said:

“We but mirror the world. All the tendencies present in the outer world are to be found in the world of our body. If we could change ourselves, the tendencies in the world would also change. As a man changes his own nature, so does the attitude of the world change towards him. This is the divine mystery supreme. A wonderful thing it is and the source of our happiness. We need not wait to see what others do.”

That unpacks the idea quite a bit more. Who among us can’t recall a time when we adjusted our attitude, our understanding, or our thoughts internally to then find external conditions improved? On the other hand, there’s the painful recollection of making things worse simply because of an incorrect mindset or poor emotional state. Our thoughts and our emotions—in other words, our internal world—impact the people and the environment around us.

It’s tempting today, with the state of the world, to look at external circumstances with a sense of hopelessness. Gandhi’s words offer a helpful reminder to begin by addressing the internal. Rather than throwing our arms in the air in defeat, we can be the example—the change we wish to see in the world.

As we consider the best way forward and define our aims for the new year, we might give thought to the example we are setting and whether our internal self aligns with the expectations and wishes we have for our external circumstances.

For example, if we want to see more freedom, we can live freely and make the most of the freedom we enjoy. If we wish there was more kindness in the world, we could foster compassion for others and truly be kind. If we’re concerned about the sense of fear permeating society, we can try to set down our own fears. If we wish there was more openness and truth in the world, we could focus on telling the truth and being true to ourselves.

Sometimes, the problems we so easily define are quickly recognized because we, at least to some degree, also harbor them within ourselves. Observing them can be utilized as both a learning and growth experience.

If you’re looking for hope and a positive direction in 2023, don’t wait for external circumstances to deliver that to you. Go ahead and live out your values. Be the change you wish to see in the world.
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Commentary

As the Australian Open will be played in Melbourne from Jan. 16 to Jan. 29, it is time to consider an interesting question on Quora that observers of the tennis world will be interested in: “Isn’t the whole GOAT debate in tennis just pointless and a waste of time? Any true tennis fan would not go on about it.”

However, the reality is that whenever a Grand Slam tennis tournament is staged, the big, as yet unanswered, question as to who will be the Greatest Of All Time (GOAT) professional tennis player inevitably comes up in the media.

There are three candidates for this accolade: Roger Federer, with 20 Grand Slam victories; Novak Djokovic, with 21 Grand Slam triumphs; and the present record holder, Rafael Nadal, who boasts 22 Grand Slams on his palmarès.

Federer announced his retirement from the sport and, therefore, he is no longer in contention for the GOAT title. This leaves Djokovic and Nadal as the remaining viable combatants.

Djokovic missed two major tournaments last year, the Australian Open and the U.S. Open, because of his refusal to get a COVID-19 vaccination. This led commentators to speculate that, if he had been allowed to play, he would already have overtaken Nadal.

Nadal unsuccessfully started his preparation for this year’s Australian Open, losing narrowly in the United Cup against Cameron Norrie (Great Britain) and Alex de Minaur (Australia).

Both players registered their first and, thus far, only victory over Nadal. However, these losses do not mean very much for the Australian Open since this lead-up tournament simply enables Nadal to amass enough playing time to mount a credible challenge to his opponents when defending his title as the reigning champion.

[image: Federer and Nadal] Switzerland’s Roger Federer (R) and Spain’s Rafael Nadal attend a training session ahead of the Laver Cup tennis tournament at the O2 in London on Sept. 22, 2022. (Kin Cheung/AP Photo)


Nadal triumphed in the Australian Open last year in a hotly contested final against Daniil Medvedev in five sets, a match that lasted over five hours.

In contrast, Djokovic won convincingly the matches he played in the Adelaide International tournament. He prevailed at the scintillating final against a surprisingly tenacious Sebastian Korda in three sets—Djokovic’s 92nd tournament win, a phenomenal statistic.

So, these two legendary, talented players, Djokovic and Nadal, will again be the main contenders for the GOAT title.

Time to Pass the Baton to the Newer Generation?

Of course, it is conceivable that neither Djokovic nor Nadal will win the Open because a new generation of players are becoming more prominent and eager to score a Grand Slam victory.

These include Alexander Zverev, Felix Augur Aliassime, Daniil Medvedev, Stefanos Tsitsipas, Matteo Berrettini, Denis Shapovalov, and possibly other contenders.

Both Djokovic and Nadal belong to the older generation: Djokovic is 35, and Nadal is 36. Their unabated and continuing determination to excel at tennis is amazing and deserves to be celebrated by lovers of the sport.

But it may well be pointless to dwell on the GOAT issue, considering that it is difficult to compare players of different eras.

Also, the technology, the provision of medical assistance, nutrition, physiotherapy, equipment, coaching, and tournament formats have changed significantly during the last half-century, making the contest an unrealistic and deficient comparative exercise.

Moreover, it is simplistic to expect that the GOAT will be decided by the greatest number of Grand Slam victories. Indeed, other criteria might or should, be taken into consideration, including a player’s skill, style, and temperament.

If so, Federer might well be deemed to have won the race, even though his competitors are still playing professionally.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] An Australian Open branded tennis ball is seen on court ahead of the 2015 Australian Open at Melbourne Park in Melbourne, Australia, on Jan. 11, 2015. (Graham Denholm/Getty Images)


Additionally, it is difficult to evaluate the impact of Djokovic’s removal from Australia last year on his determination to succeed at the Open this year. But the incident may well be an incentive for Djokovic to try to win his tenth Australian Open crown.

Of course, it is not altogether unlikely that he may be heckled by those who believe that the Australian government prematurely restored his visa to return to Australia.

This is because, in the usual case, a person removed from Australia, even if they leave voluntarily, cannot be re-admitted for three years, and they have to reimburse the Australian government for the expenses associated with the removal.

Djokovic’s opponents may well characterise his re-admission as involving the unjustifiable use of administrative discretion. It falls to be seen what, if any, will be the effect of this unfortunate saga on his determination to become the tennis GOAT.

However, any genuine tennis enthusiast will welcome the participation of Djokovic in the Australian Open and his quest to become the GOAT.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates after winning the final match against Sebastian Korda of the U.S., at the Adelaide International, in Adelaide, Australia, on Jan. 8, 2023. (Loren Elliott/Reuters)


Waste of Time?

This contest will certainly not be finally decided at the Australian Open because, even if Djokovic is able to regain his crown, he would only have tied with Nadal, each having 22 Grand Slam victories.

The first Grand Slam after the Australian Open is Roland Garros, which has been won by Nadal a staggering 14 times—Nadal is the King of Clay. So finding the eventual winner of the GOAT contest may take more time.

But, from an objective point of view, the re-emergence of Djokovic at the Australian Open is excellent news for the sport. Many tennis enthusiasts believe that the Open without the Serbian Champion demeans the competition.

Nevertheless, a GOAT critic may well ask why it matters to pursue this flawed contest. After all, sport is entertainment: it is far more satisfying and thrilling to admire the formidable skills and fortitude of tennis athletes than it is to chase a meaningless title.

Hence, the GOAT question certainly raises a valuable point when it asks rhetorically whether we are wasting our time on it. For many people, the pursuit of the GOAT title is a journey into a pointless, even distracting, future.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Commentary

Before he became Pope, a Mexican colleague of mine and her family saw Cardinal Ratzinger near the Vatican. They introduced themselves, and he graciously took the time to get to know them. He then asked them a series of questions about the Church in Mexico.

My colleague remarked on the depth of his questions and his eagerness to learn from people “on the ground.”

Then he showed his characteristic humility when the family asked for a photo. He took the camera and suggested the best angle from which he could take their picture. When they said they wanted him in the photo, he could not understand why they thought he was that important.

In an age afflicted by the cult of personality, Benedict was a genuinely humble man and the opposite of so many of today’s “celebrities.”

Benedict knew that wisdom came from asking the right questions and from pivotal insights through which people could come to their own knowledge of the truth.

That was very clear when he spoke to a contentious synod of bishops that was going nowhere. He listened carefully, then spoke for a few minutes, not as an authoritarian, but as an intellectual leader who highlighted what was most important about the Church’s tradition. He then left, and as one observer said, it was as if a weight had been lifted, and the gathered bishops could come to a positive agreement.

Having witnessed Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union, Benedict knew the power of truth and its abuse by authoritarian regimes. Whether it was misinforming people about the nature of humanity or by suppressing coverage of events like Tiananmen Square, he knew that through various methods, these regimes would repress objective truth in favour of the twisted version that would serve their purposes.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Photographer Jeff Widener’s iconic Tank Man shot, in Tiananmen Square, China, on June 5, 1989. (Jeff Weidner)


But while many contemporary people offered relativism as an alternative, Benedict knew that relativism was both logically wrong and dangerous to our society.

Our society’s greatest needs were “truth and love.”

Truth liberates us from the “dictatorship of relativism” that would see society tossed about by the latest trends of the day. Love drives humanity to its highest purpose and deepest fulfilment.

Together truth and love make people accountable not to this or that regime or social trend but to the highest and most transcendent of values.

Benedict’s own values, his commitment to truth and honesty, were shown clearly in his dealing with Father Maciel.

Before Benedict became Pope, Maciel got away with the most despicable of crimes. He lavished expensive upon Church leaders so that few if any, dared to touch him.

As Cardinal Ratzinger, he was one of the very few Church leaders to refuse these gifts. When he became Pope, Benedict reopened the investigation into Maciel and removed him from active ministry.

What Is a Society Without Faith?

Benedict was also a prominent advocate of faith, tradition, and culture. He knew that a just society would be impossible without religious faith, a conviction boosted by his experience of authoritarian regimes that suppressed traditional faith.

He also argued that eliminating faith from modern society did not have the liberating effect that some would have hoped. He challenged us to ask if eliminating faith from daily life really made people happier or really made people free?

He asked if a society without faith in the transcendent could achieve freedom, peace and justice?

On the contrary, he argued that it was religious faith that, “gave rise to the idea of human rights, the idea of the equality of all people before the law, the recognition of the inviolability of human dignity in every single person and the awareness of people’s responsibility for their actions.”

Perhaps this is why faith is so ruthlessly attacked by regimes that routinely violate the human rights of their citizens.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Pope Benedict XVI gives Christmas Night Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City, Vatican, on Dec. 24, 2009. (Franco Origlia/Getty Images)


Benedict also knew the value of tradition. He started his theological career as a liberal. He believed in scholarship and a Church that was thoroughly up-to-date.

But he also came to appreciate that we should proceed with caution and fidelity to our tradition and values. To see ourselves not as destroying all that is old in order to create the new, but to be people who are bearers of a tradition—carrying forth what our culture has given us from the past in order to create a wiser, better-grounded future.

While his impact will be felt mostly by Catholics, Pope Benedict remains an inspiration for people of all faiths.

The values for which he stood are universal, and the way to genuine peace and prosperity. They are also the things feared most by authoritarian regimes.

From Nazi Germany to the Chinese Communist Party, their leaders have known that they will never be brought down by bombs and bullets but by the enduring power of the truth, faith and tradition proclaimed by great men like Pope Benedict.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Commentary

Recent comments by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau will do nothing to defuse tensions with Albertans.

In a recent  Reuters interview, Trudeau said, “One of the challenges is there is a political class in Alberta that has decided that anything to do with climate change is going to be bad for them or for Alberta.” He also said: “We’ve seen for a while Alberta hesitating around investing in anything related to climate change. But CCUS is one of those tangible things.”

Alberta has  invested billions of dollars into CCUS (carbon capture, utilization, and storage) over the last decade and continues to do so. The province has been a pioneer and world leader in the technology. Trudeau’s statements won’t be received well by companies that invested in the technology and provincial governments that fostered it.

Alberta is also on track to meet renewable  energy targets through heavy investment  in wind, solar, and geothermal projects.

How could Trudeau not know he was poking a regional hornet’s nest when he accused Alberta of hesitating on these issues and falsely implied Alberta wasn’t investing in things such as carbon capture and storage initiatives?

Trudeau also implied that Alberta should be directing its budgetary surplus toward climate policy initiatives. Telling Albertans what to do with their own money won’t exactly endear them to a federal government they already have little love for.

It only took a few moments of research to find how deeply Alberta has invested in CCUS and renewable energy sources. Surely Trudeau’s advisers were well aware of this when preparing him for the Reuters interview. Were Trudeau’s provocative statements intentional?

If yes, it’s worth pondering why he would light a fuse under Albertans with these comments.

Could it be because regional divisions have traditionally served the Liberal Party of Canada well electorally?

In the 1980 federal election, Liberal campaign organizer  Keith Davey infamously said “Screw the west, we’ll take the rest.” Enraged  Albertans responded with a flood of bumper stickers saying let the east “freeze in the dark.”

Pierre Trudeau played upon the regional fury and won a majority government with nearly all his seats based in Eastern and Central Canada. Alberta became an electoral desert for the Liberal Party for decades, but it didn’t matter. Davey’s strategy paid off, and it appears Pierre Trudeau’s son may be preparing to emulate it.

Justin Trudeau’s government has been stuck in a holding pattern since losing its majority status in 2019. The 2021 general election led to a stalemate, and current polling isn’t indicating substantive change in electoral support for any party. The average minority government in Canada only lasts about 18 months. The clock is ticking, and if Trudeau can’t pull a majority off in the next election, his tenure as Liberal leader will surely be finished. He needs a cause to embrace, and sparking a regional battle with Alberta could provide him with it.

The Trudeau government has talked about bringing in a “just transition” plan to phase Western workers out of the oil and gas sector for years. It appears they have decided to  bring in the legislation this year, and it will surely spark battles with Western governments.

While alternative energy projects are indeed growing around the world, demand for oil and gas products remains strong and is  expected to grow for decades. The oil and gas sector directly provides nearly 100,000 well-paying jobs in Western Canada and indirectly supports millions. The industry is currently suffering from a  labour shortage and is desperately seeking new workers, yet the federal government is talking about transitioning existing workers out of the sector.

Where are workers supposed to transition to? The tech sector in North America  shed nearly 100,000 jobs in 2022, and alternative energy projects aren’t developed to a point anywhere close to large enough to absorb economic refugees from the oil and gas sector. How can workers and governments not feel threatened by Trudeau’s plans?

The proposed legislation will rattle Alberta’s economy, and when Premier Danielle Smith pushes back with things such as the Sovereignty Act, she and the rest of Albertans will surely be cast as villains within the Confederation.

The script for 2023 is set.

The feds will continue with his rhetoric painting Albertans as selfish Canadians sitting on large provincial surpluses while refusing to take part in his grand green vision, and it likely will solidify the Liberals’ support in Ontario and Quebec. Ironically, it will likely lead Danielle Smith to a solid victory in the 2023 Alberta election this spring as well.

The formula for winning elections through regional division is tried and true. While it may help Trudeau win a majority government, it could shatter Canada’s already fragile sense of national unity. That’s a high price to pay for electoral ambitions.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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The Disturbing Details Behind the Bird Flu and Egg Prices
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Commentary

This article was originally published in American Thinker

Consumers can take a lot, but when you start raising prices on staples like eggs and milk, a definite din begins to rise from the streets.

I knew something was up during a pre-Christmas trip to Costco, where a frenzied mob of shoppers were exasperated after being told, “We’re out of eggs. We won’t have any more until a truck comes in!”

More recently, as I walked down the dairy aisle at my local grocery, a fellow shopper cried out, “I heard about the goose that laid the golden egg, but I thought it was a fairy tale!”  Thus ensued an excited conversation between shoppers and the employee posting the new sign that read “$5.49” for a dozen large eggs. That’s up from an average national price of $1.72 less than a year ago.

The reason eggs are so pricey appears, at face value, to be simple supply and demand:  “Millions of birds died.  Eggs now cost nearly 50% more.”

It’s true that millions of chickens are being “depopulated” due to a worsening bird flu pandemic, but what’s even worse is that the story behind the egg shortage has taken some disturbing turns.

A recent article in Bay Nature magazine is titled “The Latest Bird Flu Pandemic Is Terrible—and Strange.”

It begins by telling us there are “check stations” across the country where freshly hunted waterfowl are being swabbed for the bird flu. With swab sticks similar to COVID-19 rapid tests, and costing at least $50 a pop, biologists are swabbing birds’ beaks and butts to monitor the spread of the latest bird flu for the National Wildlife Disease Program, a division of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

So far, nearly 58 million birds in 47 states have died since January 2022. Consisting mostly of chickens and turkeys on commercial farms, most deaths were due to culling to stop the flu’s spread.

The author of the article tells us this particular strain of H5N1 bird flu is called “Gs/GD HPAI” — short for Goose/Guangdong (Gs/GD), a highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI).  (And if you’re wondering, Guangdong province is 609 miles from Wuhan as the crow flies.  However, to be clear, this is an enzootic influenza, not a coronavirus.)

The author continues:

[It] is the deadliest and most infectious bird flu ever to strike Europe or North America. … The first confirmed case of Gs/GD HPAI in the U.S. was in a wild American wigeon in South Carolina, detected through hunter-harvested sampling in mid-January 2022.


After detailed reporting about this specific bird flu, Bay Nature magazine tells us why it’s “strange”:

First, they compared it with a similar outbreak in North America in 2014/15, when the disease spread to wild birds and 100 cases were confirmed in the U.S.  In the current pandemic, however, there have already been more than 3,000 wild birds infected.  (Songbirds are mostly unaffected.)

Seeing waterfowl showing symptoms or dying from a flu virus they coevolved with was previously highly unusual.  But that’s no longer the case. … “Now we seem to be seeing a lot of waterfowl mortality, which is just strange,” says Maurice Pitesky, a UC Davis poultry epidemiologist. “That’s not normal.”


Secondly, referencing another article by the same author titled “Avian Flu Isn’t Just for the Birds,” we find that “10 species of land mammals have tested positive for the disease,” including foxes, skunks, and raccoons — most likely after they ingest a bird.

Then we find that it’s moved offshore, and bird droppings on land have infected marine life such as gray seals, harbor seals, and bottlenose dolphins. And while it is sickening and killing these mammals, it is not spreading from mammal to mammal.

But wait…

The article concludes by telling us that the more “spillover” infections occur throughout the animal species, the higher the likelihood that it will spread among mammals. And finally, it closes with a quote from an infectious disease and influenza expert at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital:

The worst-case scenario is, it finds its way to us. … Those hosts, that’s a step closer to the virus changing from being a bird virus to being a human virus.


Meanwhile, back on the farm, Joe owns a large commercial egg business and agreed to speak to me as long as I don’t mention his real name or the farm. He tells me why:

Because we’ve got everybody and his brother calling right now wanting to come to the farm to buy eggs because they think they’re going to be cheaper here.  But we aren’t set up for that.  Plus there’s the biosecurity.  It’s an FDA rule that you aren’t supposed to let people on the farm.


The biosecurity is an important part of bird flu prevention. Joe sums it up by saying it’s all about “controlling who is coming in and out of the buildings, and changing shoes and clothing.”  But for all that’s worth, he says, the bottom line is you cannot control migrating wildlife. “It only takes one sick goose landing in the field near the buildings to ruin everything.”

He continues to say that many geese and even bald eagles in his area are suddenly dropping dead:

It’s everywhere but people don’t realize it.  We get local reports from Cornell and the USDA.  They send this information to people in the business, but there’s certain things they don’t want people to hear about.  They can’t do anything about it anyway.  It only gets animal activists upset that geese and chickens are dying.  And they already think farmers are cruel people.  No we aren’t!  We’re trying to produce food for people to consume.


And unlike Marek’s Disease, which chickens are routinely vaccinated against, Joe says there is no vaccine for this bird flu. (PBS reported controversies with the “leaky” Marek’s vaccine back in 2015.)

In March of last year, however, Science magazine, which has repeatedly venerated Dr. Anthony Fauci, reported an increasing openness to vaccinating flocks. In “Wrestling with bird flu, Europe considers once-taboo vaccines,” they report that Dutch scientists have begun trials of chicken vaccines, while in France, researchers have begun immunizing ducks. They pause to consider:

Some researchers are concerned that vaccinating, if not done carefully, will allow H5N1 to persist and continue to mix with strains in wild birds, with the risk that it might evolve to spread among people.


The magazine then praises China for its success in creating a successful poultry vaccine that targeted a different strain (H7N9) that was able to spread to people:

Vaccination slashed the prevalence of the virus in poultry and the number of human infections dropped to zero.  That accomplishment “could be replicated everywhere,” says virologist Hualan Chen of the Harbin Veterinary Research Institute, who developed the vaccines.


“Not so fast,” says Joe the egg farmer. “Once you introduce something like that, you’d better know what you’re doing. Kind of like the COVID vaccine — they’d better know what they’re doing.”

Besides the bird flu, the cost of eggs is also being pumped up thanks to rising electric and gas prices, as well as high feed and fertilizer prices, which have only recently started to come down.

Despite all of the gloom, Joe concluded with words of encouragement. “We farmers are great at producing food. We’ll figure it out. We’ll get through it. And consumers will have inexpensive food again. We just don’t know how far down the road that will be.”

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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California’s ‘Misinformation’ Law Targets ‘Doctor Zero’
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Commentary

A new and unconstitutional, Orwellian gag-order law took effect on Jan. 1. Titled “Physicians and surgeons: unprofessional conduct,” the law permits the Medical Board of California to discipline doctors who “disseminate” misinformation.

It’s an obvious and direct attack on the First Amendment—freedom of speech—as well as the Fifth Amendment, which says an individual cannot be compelled by the government to provide incriminating information about himself, and the Fourteenth Amendment’s equal protection under the laws.

This law attempts to mandate a new and undefined standard known as “contemporary scientific consensus” and illegally suppress differing professional opinions counter to this consensus on COVID-19.

Differing professional opinions are of course protected from governmental interference and censorship by the First Amendment. The importance of differing professional opinions is also enshrined in the practice of medicine by the longstanding right and traditional entitlement of patients to the time-honored “second opinion.” If everyone were forced to adopt the undefinable “contemporary scientific consensus,” second opinions could be deemed to be “misinformation.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Dr. Simone Gold speaks at a July 2020 press conference on the steps of the U.S. Supreme Court. (Courtesy America’s Frontline Doctors)


As a physician and attorney, I am particularly interested in this law as it is very dangerous for both doctors and patients. It also happens that I am “Doctor Zero,” responsible for triggering California legislators to pass this unconstitutional law.

The transcripts of the committee hearings and bill analyses, mentioning me by name as the founder of America’s Frontline Doctors (AFLDS), can be found at this link. Shockingly, these legislative hearings, particularly on Aug. 30 and May 13, 2022, target a specific individual. Such a deeply flawed legislative history also undermines the bill’s legality.

First and Fourteenth Amendments

The leading and most recent Supreme Court precedent on free speech is National Institute of Family and Life Advocates (NIFLA) v. Becerra. In NIFLA, the California Reproductive Freedom, Accountability, Comprehensive Care, and Transparency Act (FACT Act) attempted to impose mandatory medical speech on health care providers. The FACT Act required pro-life health care clinics to inform patients that free or low-cost abortions were available in California and required the clinics to give the patients a telephone number to call for those services.

The United States Supreme Court held that this law was likely an unconstitutional violation of the First Amendment. The Court noted that laws targeting speech based on its content, which compel speakers to speak a particular message, are presumptively unconstitutional.

The Court also expressly stated, “Speech is not unprotected merely because it is uttered by professionals.”

This new California law does exactly the same thing, attempting to turn an undefinable “contemporary scientific consensus” into mandatory medical speech and is a fatal constitutional violation under any First Amendment analysis.

The new law is also unconstitutionally void for vagueness under the Fourteenth Amendment. According to Village of Hoffman Estates v. Flipside, Hoffman Estates Inc., “perhaps the most important factor affecting the clarity that the constitution demands of a law is whether it threatens to inhibit the exercise of constitutionally protected rights. If, for example, the law interferes with the right of free speech or of association, a more stringent vagueness test should apply.”

Court Challenges

There are currently three federal lawsuits challenging the new law.

Hoang v. Bonta was filed on Dec. 1, 2022 in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California by Physicians for Informed Consent and the California Chapter of Children’s Health Defense on behalf of plaintiff Dr. Letrinh Hoang, a California licensed osteopathic physician with more than 25 years’ experience.

The suit alleges that the new California law violates physicians’ First Amendment and free speech rights by prohibiting them from sharing information with their patients if it is inconsistent with what the law refers to as “contemporary scientific consensus” and the “standard of care.”

Høeg v. Newsom was filed on Nov. 1, 2022 in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California by New Civil Liberties Alliance, a nonpartisan civil rights group. The plaintiff, California-licensed physician Dr. Tracy Høeg, argues the defendants violate the plaintiffs’ Fourteenth Amendment rights, as the terms “misinformation,” “disinformation,” and “scientific consensus” are “unconstitutionally vague.”

McDonald v. Lawson was the first suit filed against the new law. It was filed on Oct. 4, 2022 in the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California against the Medical Board of California and Attorney General.

It was filed by Advocates for Faith & Freedom and Liberty Justice Center on behalf of two southern California AFLDS-affiliated doctors. Dr. Mark McDonald is a psychiatrist and Dr. Jeff Barke is a primary care physician. Both doctors contend the new law violates the First Amendment and is “unconstitutionally vague.” The case is pending as it was dismissed with leave to amend, meaning an amended complaint must be filed.

Supporting vs. Opposing Groups

The groups supporting this censorship include the American Medical Association, the Federation of State Medical Boards, the Medical Board of California, and the Osteopathic Medical Board of California.

The groups opposing this censorship include AFLDS, Advocates for Faith & Freedom, Advocates for Physicians’ Rights, American Civil Liberties Union, Association of American Physicians and Surgeons, California Health Coalition Advocacy, Children’s Health Defense, Liberty Justice Center, New Civil Liberties Alliance, and Physicians for Informed Consent.

Given its extraordinary legislative history targeting the free speech rights of an individual physician, as well as its multiple clear violations of the United States Constitution, this California Code needs to be struck down. The law is hardly the dispassionate and reasoned legal analysis the people of California deserve from its legislators.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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A New Middle East Seems to Have Emerged
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Commentary

One of the most important historical markers revealed by communist Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s visit to Arabia in December 2022 was that outside powers no longer control the greater Middle East.

That “greater” region—Pakistan at the East to Morocco in the West; and from Türkiye (until recently Turkey), the Balkans, and the northern rim of the Mediterranean Basin to the Maghreb and Horn of Africa states down to the Sahel—has developed to the point of political maturity and sovereignty in the modern context, even if not all its states have matured equally in an economic sense.

There is no government in that region that does not now value its ability to negotiate with and balance the great external powers with interests in the region. Indeed, a “great power” is not a great power unless it has interests in the region, which is the transit zone for global trade (including human movement) and a resource point. It is a nexus of global power, now that the issue of energy supply has become only one factor of the region.

The visit to the region by Xi in late 2022 came too late for Beijing to become suzerain over some or all of the region in the way that 19th and 20th-century external great powers dominated the Middle East. Xi knows that but underestimated how difficult it was to persuade regional leaders—now aware that most owe no tribute to the United States, United Kingdom, France, or Russia—to come under Beijing’s aegis. Many leaders have become comfortable dealing with Beijing and viewing Washington as a partner (rather than “a presiding partner”). But they do not genuflect.



	

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Chinese leader Xi Jinping shakes hands with Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud during a signing ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China, on Mar. 16, 2017. (Lintao Zhang/Pool/Getty Images)







It seemed that, when it first gained office in 2021, the U.S. Joe Biden administration thought it was returning to the strategic status quo ante in the Middle East. But since the U.S. midterm congressional elections of November 2022, in particular, it appears that the U.S. State Department has set domestic politics aside to rebuild coherent strategic relationships in the broader Middle East, Africa, the Northern Tier, and Central Asia.

The first two years of the Biden administration seemed to have been spent denigrating any MidEast successes of its predecessor Donald Trump administration, and particularly belittled the great boost the United States had received by helping negotiate the Abraham Accords between Israel and regional states Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Morocco, and Sudan, and in attempting to undo the solid U.S.-Israel bond that Trump had built.

That process also led to a renewal of the former U.S. Barack Obama administration’s hostility toward Saudi Arabia and Israel (in favor of cooperation with the clerical government of Iran). It also saw a Biden State Department favoring the old partner of the Obama administration in Ethiopia, the Tigré Popular Liberation Front (TPLF), even though the TPLF had long been unable to cling to power in Ethiopia.

Late 2022, however, saw a substantial change discreetly coalescing in the State Department.

For a start, the United States, Israel, and Saudi Arabia began working seriously toward normalizing Saudi-Israeli relations, an extension of the Abraham Accords. And this would also revive the U.S.- Saudi relationship while showing Israel that the special U.S. security support had not been weakened.



	

[image: Epoch Times Photo] (L-R) Bahrain Foreign Minister Abdullatif al-Zayani, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, U.S. President Donald Trump, and UAE Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan hold up documents after participating in the signing of the Abraham Accords where the countries of Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates recognize Israel, at the White House in Washington on Sept. 15, 2020. (Saul Loeb/AFP via Getty Images)



	

	This implies that Washington had become aware that the political goal of a revived accord with clerical Iran was unlikely (given Iran’s new shelter in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and its strategic closeness now with Moscow) and, therefore, should not be allowed to interfere with improved Saudi-U.S. relations.





The appointment on Dec. 29, 2022, of Ron Dermer, one of Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu’s most trusted confidantes, as strategic affairs minister seems likely to prove pivotal. He had served for seven years as ambassador to the United States and was instrumental in brokering the Abraham Accords deals with the UAE, Bahrain, and Morocco.

As well, the Biden State Department appeared by early January 2023 to have ended or reduced its support for the TPLF against the Ethiopian government. Perhaps some of its support for the TPLF had been based on the proposition that helping the TPLF against the Ethiopian government was also comforting Egypt. But the reality was that even Cairo was aware that while Ethiopia was the ideal whipping boy for Egypt’s water problems, the real culprit was Egypt’s own population growth and its failed water policies.

The new greater region offers no smooth or lofty arrangements for any parties. Xi’s visit to Arabia was “two steps forward, one step backward.” Moscow profited from Tehran’s outrage over Beijing’s pandering to Saudi Arabia. Russia then consolidated its relationship with the Iranian mullahs, offering in late December 2022 to send as many as 24 Sukhoi Su-35 advanced combat aircraft to Iran in exchange for the Iranian unmanned aerial combat vehicles (UCAVs), including saturation loitering munitions.

On Dec. 28, 2022, the defense ministers of Russia, Türkiye, and Syria met for the first time in more than a decade. It dampened Türkiye’s need to launch its proposed Operation Claw Sword to attack Kurdish positions in Northern Syria. The meetings included Turkish National Intelligence Organization chief Hakan Fidan and Syrian head of the National Security Bureau of the Ba’ath Party (and special security adviser to President Bashar al-Asad) Ali Mamlouk.

All this allows Türkiye a greater hand to look elsewhere to build a strategic diversion as its presidential election nears in June this year. Apart from its planned escalation against Greece and Cyprus, Ankara was in December 2022 pouring truckloads of weapons into Priština, the capital of U.S.-supported Kosovo, as the Kosovo authorities and Washington and London—as part of their proxy war against Russia—have been pushing for a showdown with Serbia over Serbian areas of Kosovo. The UK inexplicably also took seven Kosovo Security Forces’ personnel to the British South Atlantic territory of the Falkland Islands as part of a “peacekeeping” arrangement.

So the Balkans is in play, with the United States and the UK preparing again to penalize Serbia for trying to balance its relations between Washington and Moscow. Algeria, meanwhile, leverages Moscow to push Morocco. Ethiopia, fresh from defeating the U.S.-backed TPLF, is growing more muscular, and the United States now must work hard to restore its position on the Red Sea. And so on.

China has made modest gains in the greater Middle East; Russia has consolidated its position there; and the United States and the UK have begun their recovery there. But there is no going back, geopolitically. Regional powers have now emerged. And the region remains critical to the world.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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The East-West Wage Gap Is Closing


						[image: A Chinese worker fixes compressors along an air conditioners production line at the Japanese Hitachi Household Electrical Appliances Company in Shanghai, in March 2003. (Liu Jin/AFP via Getty Images)]
A Chinese worker fixes compressors along an air conditioners production line at the Japanese Hitachi Household Electrical Appliances Company in Shanghai, in March 2003. (Liu Jin/AFP via Getty Images)
						

							
							Thinking About China							
						

				
					[image: Milton Ezrati]
					
						Milton Ezrati
											
				
			
								January 10, 2023
								Updated: January 10, 2023
							


Commentary

One of China’s great economic advantages is going away. Relatively low-cost, reliable labor has been a mainstay of China’s economic engine for decades.

Manufacturers from Europe and North America for years rushed investments into China to produce their products at a lower cost than they could domestically, first simple, cheaper items and later more sophisticated, high-value items. This investment and the income it generated helped propel China’s fantastic pace of economic growth. But for some time, wages in China and Asia generally have been rising faster than wages in the West, so today, the allure of that low-cost advantage has all but disappeared.

Early on in China’s development, the wage gap was compelling. In 2000, for example, when China entered the World Trade Organization (WTO), the average annual wage in China, according to Beijing’s National Bureau of Statistics, was about 9,333 yuan a year. At the then-prevailing dollar-yuan exchange rate, that annual pay amounted to some $1,127. The average American worker at the time took home some $30,846 a year, almost 30 times his or her Chinese counterpart.

A study done back then by the United Auto Workers of America (UAW) quoted an average wage for a Chinese auto worker at the equivalent of 59 cents an hour, a touch less than 3 percent of his or her American counterpart. Though offshore production carried complications and costs, and American workers could boast better training and higher productivity rates than Chinese workers, the wage gap was so huge that producers could not resist the China location.

But as more and more Western facilities located in China and that economy otherwise developed, wages began to rise much faster than in Europe or America. By 2011, the average Chinese worker commanded an annual wage of 41,799 yuan, the equivalent at the exchange rate of the day of $6,120. That year the average American worker still brought home considerably more, some $40,000, but the gap had shrunk. American wages were 6.5 times their Chinese equivalent.

By the time of COVID-19 and all the additional complexities it imposed on Western sourcing in China, the wage gap had shrunk almost to insignificance. In 2021, the last full year for which Beijing’s National Bureau of Statistics offers data, the average Chinese worker earned 105,000 yuan yearly, the equivalent of $16,153. The average American worker earned some $58,120 a year, only 3.5 times his or her Chinese counterpart.

And according to the independent consulting firm ECA International, preliminary data show that the wage gap continued to close in 2022 and will likely close further in 2023. The firm’s respected Salary Trends Report indicates that wages in China and Asia generally will outpace inflation in this new year, while workers in Europe and the Americas will suffer wage growth of less than their inflation rates. For China, the report expects a 3.8 percent jump in real wages in 2023 and even more impressive increases in India and elsewhere in Asia. Expectations for Europe center on a 1.5 percent decline in real wages, while for the Americas, they look for a 0.5 percent real decline. That could bring the U.S.-China wage gap down close to 3.3 times.

To be sure, a gap remains, but it is no longer sufficient to extend the production location trends of the past. Consider that American workers still boast higher productivity rates than their Chinese counterparts, enough perhaps to erase the effects of the shrunken labor cost gap completely. And in recent years, another compelling matter has become clear. China is no longer as reliable for sourcing as was once thought. During COVID-19, Beijing halted the export of several important items, such as face masks. The reasons were easy to understand. China had an acute domestic need. But the move hardly encouraged foreign buyers or producers. Then, when Beijing’s zero-COVID policy blocked production for long periods, Western producers still found another reason to reconsider Chinese sourcing.

China’s economy has less need for this Western sourcing than it once did. It can continue to grow even as Western producers seek other venues for their production. But the shift ushered in by the shrinking wage gap, as well as these other considerations just alluded to, will slow the pace of China’s economic growth to rates well below those to which China and the world have once grown accustomed.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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The Censorious Scott Gottlieb Was a Major Influence on Lockdowns
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Commentary

The latest of the Twitter Files is reported by Alex Berenson, who was granted access to messaging systems from the times before Elon Musk took over. His first round of reporting concerns the role of Scott Gottlieb, who is a perfect example of an influencer who is technically outside of government but might as well be a powerful official within it.

Gottlieb’s main gig now is as a senior fellow of the American Enterprise Institute (AEI) in Washington, D.C., but he also serves as a board member of Pfizer. Before joining AEI and Pfizer, he headed the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) under Trump from 2017 to 2019. Before that, he was at Health and Human Services (HHS) as a member of its Federal Health IT Policy Committee from 2013 to 2017.

You probably know him from TV because he has been a ubiquitous presence since the beginning of the pandemic lockdowns, defending the government’s actions and pushing the vaccines from the company whose board he serves.

In August 2021, he wrote Twitter to complain about a tweet from his successor at the FDA, Brett Giroir. Giroir wrote to report the results of a study in Israel that clearly demonstrated what most anyone could have known even without the study: natural immunity is superior to vaccinated immunity.

Gottlieb complained that the tweet is “corrosive” and might “go viral.” Twitter acted by slapping a “misleading” tag on the tweet, one that still remains to this day.




It's now clear #COVID19 natural immunity is superior to #vaccine immunity, by ALOT. There's no science justification for #vax proof if a person had prior infection.  @CDCDirector @POTUS must follow the science.  If no previous infection?  Get vaccinated! https://t.co/jFc0yHpF2f

— Brett Giroir (@DrGiroir) August 28, 2021






Here is the email.

[image: Epoch Times Photo]

Now, one might observe that Gottlieb is merely a private person and that it was certainly his right to object to anyone’s opinions. Maybe that’s true, except that he served Pfizer at the time and his company enjoyed billions in subsidies to make its product which not only gained a patent but benefitted from product-liability protection that is conventional with such vaccines. In addition, the product was only distributed thanks to an Emergency Use Authorization that bypassed the usual federal standards.

That aside, he had been massively influential on lockdown policies from the very beginning, urging the Trump administration to be as extreme as possible in its attack on civil liberties and freedoms.

We know this because Jared Kushner’s book reports every detail. He led the effort to present the guidelines for lockdowns that occurred on March 16, 2020, and he did it with the help of two tech executives he tapped to hang around the White House. Kushner reports:

“As we dealt with the shortage of cotton swabs and other supplies, we faced another problem: the need to develop public health guidelines. Given that people across the country were confused and concerned, Birx and Fauci had been discussing the need for a unified set of federal standards to help Americans understand what they should do to keep themselves safe and slow the spread of the virus. They insisted that these guidelines would help prevent hospitals from becoming overwhelmed. Despite all the talk over the past week, no one had taken steps to produce a document. When Nat Turner flagged the issue, I asked him to coordinate with Derek Lyons to produce a draft and encouraged him to call Dr. Scott Gottlieb, the former head of the FDA and a renowned public health expert. I had been trying to persuade Gottlieb to come back into government for a short-term stint to help us better organize our response and support our effort to develop a vaccine.

“When we called Gottlieb, he was grateful that we were preparing guidelines. ‘They should go a little bit further than you are comfortable with,’ he said. ‘When you feel like you are doing more than you should, that is a sign that you are doing them right.’”

So here we have a former government official now working as a board member for one of the companies chosen to produce and distribute vaccines who was directly involved and hugely influential in crafting a policy for the Trump administration that ended up not only dooming the Trump presidency but setting the entire country on the course to recession and a public health crisis. Still Pfizer benefited, obviously.

Sure enough, he got his way and the Trump administration issued the draconian guidance: “bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and other indoor and outdoor venues where groups of people congregate should be closed.”

And why call out Gottlieb alone when many thousands of serious scientists and medical professionals would have strongly advised against locking down?

This is why what Berenson reports here is so significant. Gottlieb was anxious not only to lock down the entire country but also to censor any report on what used to be common-sense observations about natural immunity, even when it comes from credentialed experts and cites peer-reviewed studies.

After his lockdown advocacy, and before his intervention to pull down a tweet celebrating natural immunity, but only after the vaccine came to market, he took to the pages of the Wall Street Journal to say that the CDC had gone too far, especially with its enforcement of social distancing: “The reliance on a flu model caused public-health authorities to underestimate and overestimate Covid in important ways.”

The person and role of Gottlieb is a paradigmatic case of why and how unraveling the mysteries of the lockdowns and vaccine mandates is such a complicated undertaking. It’s not just about government intervention and it’s not just about private corruption. It’s about a complicated relationship between the two, involving a range of public and private actors in and out of government who seized control of the policy machinery to achieve private ends at enormous public expense.

From the Brownstone Institute

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Commentary

As I tweet a torrent of stories about the sorry state of Canadian governments, I do recall Ian MacLaren’s “The Cunning Speech of Drumtochty,” in which downpours only prompt the locals to say it “threatened tae be weet,” saving stronger language for Biblical deluges. So when the prime minister insists sententiously that “Canada is not broken,” I concede that we are still better governed than most of the world. But surely there’s moisture about.

Or cold. The latest such episode being yet another breakdown of the vaunted light rail in our capital city because of winter conditions that, apparently, were not foreseen. In what we used to call banana republics, or worse, tragicomic lack of competence or accountability in the public sector is to be expected. But in Canada? Yet they just dump in more money and tell us to be grateful the station doesn’t stink… if it doesn’t.

Before that it was the unwholesome influence of McKinsey on Canada’s China policy, which may actually become an issue now that the immigration aspect has made it into the francophone media. And our failure even to pretend to take defence spending seriously, yet burbling about our high standing in the world while others wait for us to shut up about ourselves so serious people can talk.

It may take some time. As Kelly McParland noted in the National Post, even politicians who conspicuously flop at their jobs keep getting elected, often to new posts, which he rightly notes is on us at least as much as on them. And who, indeed, was punished because our “Phoenix” civil service pay system is not rising from the ashes of a 14-year disaster, but adding more burned cash to the pile?

How many big companies, and even bloated governments, have computerized pay systems that work? But we can’t? And my final such tweet from last week alone concerns “Shared Services Canada,” which in bureaucratese means the feds’ IT system, refusing to tell parliamentarians where its buildings are located because “We do not disclose certain information that would frankly be a playbook for those people who wish to attack our network.”

If our IT is really in the hands of people who think hackers smash windows to get in rather than doing it digitally, it would explain a lot about Phoenix. But it certainly is in the hands of people who refuse to tell MPs information that was in a 2018 press release and a 2020 Request for Information to contractors.

So is Canada broken? In a column here last July on this issue, I said it depends on your standards. We’re doing better than the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and many other places it wouldn’t be woke to name. And one squall is not a storm. But given the pervasive dampness nowadays, I issued a challenge to defenders of the status quo to provide a checklist of what, in their view, would constitute not gaein’ aboot.

It was prompted partly by former top Trudeau aide Gerald Butts sneering, “the commentariat has declared Canada broken because they have to wait for their passports?” Nobody seems to have offered a list, and I guess Bill Morneau has finally had enough. But their tone suggests that many pundits regard Canadian governance as better than the proles deserve, while it is primarily the rubes who made the maple leaf an international symbol of freedom again who retain a sense that Canada can do better. (Though for once I’m with Erin O’Toole that they should start the self-improvement at home, by ditching the rude flags pronto.)

In Official Canada there’s a strong tendency to adopt the slogan “Yes we can’t.” They don’t just accept mediocrity, they embrace it. It’s eerily like an abusive relationship where we’re mocked if we ask to be allowed to mail off a passport application and have it completed within a month. Or stop the “catch and release” of violent criminals. Or settle disputes with the CRA within a year using actual information from their end. Or buy frigates for less than the Americans pay for aircraft carriers. Or Arctic patrol ships that aren’t way over cost, way behind schedule, unfit for service, and with contaminated water.

It is how long since the Broad Street Pump cholera outbreak, and our sailors can’t drink the tap water? Yet when we say such things we are insulted by our political masters as unworthy of decent basic services.

By the way, the fictional Drumtochty was so backward that “no meeting of protest had been held in memory of living man, and the ministers preached from the Bible.” Whereas we’re so advanced we don’t need a deluge to wash us away. Instead, a flood of smug rhetoric from politicians who seem to consider government a protest meeting, not a heavy responsibility, is doing it unaided.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Australia’s housing rental growth is slowing down from record highs in 2022, reducing the pressure on struggling renters. However, housing experts warn that the future outlook of the rental market is uncertain.

According to the real estate data provider CoreLogic, the Australian rental market entered the highest upswing period in the company’s 18-year record during the COVID-19 pandemic, with prices surging by 22.2 percent since September 2022.

Specifically, the national median weekly rent jumped from $430 (US $297) per week to $519 during the 27 months.

While renters witnessed price growth reach a record high of 10.2 percent in 2022, the pace of increase has fallen in the last several quarters.

New data showed that rental growth stood at two percent in the December 2022 quarter, down from 2.3 percent in the September quarter and three percent in the three months to May.

Among the capital cities, Perth reported the highest growth at 3.2 percent, followed by Sydney at 2.8 percent, and Brisbane at 2.2 percent.

Darwin and Hobart only saw a marginal growth of 0.3 percent and 0.2 percent, respectively, while prices dipped by 0.7 percent in Canberra.

Although Canberra continued to be Australia’s most expensive rental market, with a weekly median rent of $681, Sydney was quickly catching up as the price difference between the two cities narrowed to just $2.

“The decline in quarterly rental growth rates observed in the December quarter was led by the capital cities where rents continued to increase but at a slightly slower rate than they have done in September and June quarters,” CoreLogic head of research Eliza Owen said.

Growth Drop Coincides with Rise in Supply

The slowdown in rental growth occurred as the market saw a slight increase in the number of rental properties.

In December, the rental vacancy rate climbed to 1.17 percent from a low of 1.05 percent in November.

Furthermore, newly advertised rent listings reached a seasonal peak of 50,867 in the month of December, the highest volume observed by CoreLogic since mid-February 2022.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] A lease sign is displayed outside a home in Edmondson Park in Sydney, Australia, on April 28, 2016. (Brendon Thorne/Getty Images)


While the supply increase is positive news for renters, Owen was unsure whether the trend would continue.

“It is not entirely clear whether the rental market will continue inching toward a turning point or if this is a temporary, seasonal reprieve due to higher new listings through December,” she said.

“It’s important to recognise despite the increase in rental listings; the figures remain 13.8 percent lower than the previous five-year average for this time of year.”

Future Outlook Stays Uncertain

The outlook for the rental market in 2023 remained mixed as Owen pointed to the resumption of migration, which will maintain upward pressure on rents, especially in Sydney and Melbourne, the two top destinations for migrants.

At the same time, there is an issue with supply as investors face higher interest rates and reduced amounts of borrowed capital, limiting their ability to make more investments in the market.

However, Owen said the market would likely see a seasonal lift in new rental listings in early 2023, providing renters with more choices and reducing the pressure on prices.

Meanwhile, Cameron Kusher, executive manager of economic research at real estate data provider PropTrack, warned that struggling tenants might not see much improvement in market conditions despite the moderate rental growth in the coming months.

“We expect rental prices will continue to grow in the capital cities in the months ahead, although the prospects for further rent increases regionally do appear to be easing,” he said.
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The Greens Party has denounced the federal government’s response to Iran’s crackdown on Iranian freedom protestors as slow and falling short of what the community wants.

Australian Greens spokesperson for Foreign Affairs, Peace, and Nuclear Disarmament, Senator Jordon Steele-John called out the Albanese government over what the Greens say is a lack of concrete actions on the Iranian crackdown.

“Every day, we wake up to the news that more Iranian freedom protestors have been sentenced to death. This must end. The international community must keep putting pressure on Iranian authorities to free those innocent civilians who are subject to fatal penalties because they were crying out for freedom in their country,” Steele-John said.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Western Australian Greens Senator Jordan Steele-John in the Senate at Parliament House in Canberra, Australia on July 4, 2019. (Tracey Nearmy/Getty Images)


The Australian Greens want the federal government to do more than the current sanctions that have been put on some Iranian officials.

“The current sanctions do not go far enough and are not as strong as those imposed by other countries, including Canada,” the party said in a media release. “The community is desperately calling for more to be done to show Iranian authorities that these abhorrent acts will not be tolerated.”

Currently, Australia has used its new Magnitsky laws to implement sanctions on 13 individuals and two entities from Iran. These include members of Iran’s Morality Police and the Basij Resistance Force and six Iranian individuals who have been intrinsically involved in the crackdown on protests following the suspicious death of 22-year-old Mahsa ‘Jina’ Amini, who was arrested for allegedly wearing her hijab incorrectly.

This is in addition to the Iranian sanctions regime instituted by United Nations, which Australia adheres to.

Announcing the sanctions on Dec. 10, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Penny Wong, said that the sanctions were in response to egregious human rights violations and abuses.

“These sanctions target grievous human rights situations where the perpetrators continue to act with impunity,” she said. “The listings demonstrate the Australian Government’s commitment to take clear action to assert our values and to hold perpetrators of serious human rights violations and abuses to account.”

Call to Expand Magnitsky Sanction on the Iranian Regime

Steele-John said that the Greens would like to see the Australian government expand its use of the Magnitsky sanctions to include financial asset freezing and further visa bans on individuals linked to the Iranian regime, including key security officials, Basiji Militia, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corp, and the morality police.

“The Iranian diaspora community has been calling for the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps to be listed as a terrorist organisation, and the Australian government must start listening,” he said. “This would send a strong signal that Australia will not stay silent in the face of human rights abuses and will act to punish perpetrators who are accountable for these heinous crimes.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Iranian demonstrators take to the streets of the capital Tehran during a protest for Mahsa Amini on Sept. 21, 2022, five days after the young woman died in custody while under arrest by the country’s morality police. (AFP via Getty Images)


The Greens have also said they will continue to pressure the federal government to do more on the issue.

“The Australian Greens will continue to call on the Iranian government to end its violent crackdown on protesters and request the release of all arrested protestors,” the party said. “We will continue to pressure the Australian government to do more.”

International Movement Puts Iranian Regime in the Spotlight

Additionally, Steele-John has announced his political sponsorship of one protestor, Majid Kazemi, who was sentenced to death by the Iranian authorities on Jan. 9 and has family living in Australia.

“The Iranian diaspora in Australia is greatly concerned for Majid Kazemi, as the Iranian authorities have continued to carry out executions of people who joined protests following Jina Amini’s death,” the Greens party spokesperson said. “The United Nations Human Rights office has said that the recent executions of Mohammad Mahdi Karami and Seyed Mohammad Hosseini followed ‘unfair trials based on forced confessions.'”

Steele-John’s support follows similar moves from politicians in Europe and Canada, who are also sponsoring Iranian prisoners.

According to Voice of America, the intention behind the lawmakers’ sponsorship means they will use “their political heft in communicating with Iranian ambassadors, other politicians, and human rights organizations to bring attention to the plight of individual Iranian prisoners.”

[image: Mohammad-Mehdi Karami] Mohammad-Mehdi Karami speaks in a courtroom in Tehran, Iran, in December 2022. Karami was later executed by the Iranian regime. (West Asia News Agency/Handout via Reuters)


The hope is that the increased attention brought to the cases via political clout will push the Iranian regime to stop sentencing protestors harshly in trials that are often running covertly.

Families members of those arrested in the crackdown have reported that they often have no idea where their family members are being held or what conditions they may have suffered while detained.

Thousands of Iranians have been protesting almost daily despite an increasingly violent crackdown from Iranian authorities.

The regime’s suppression of protesters includes alleged arbitrary arrests and detentions, gender-based and sexual violence, excessive use of force, torture, enforced disappearances, and executions.
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The Republican-led House of Representatives will soon vote on legislation to abolish the IRS and replace the income tax code with a national consumption tax.

Rep. Buddy Carter (R-Ga.) will introduce the Fair Tax Act (pdf) on Wednesday, a bill that would eliminate income, death, gift, and payroll taxes and replace the system with a national sales tax, a plan that proponents say would simplify the tax code and ends the need for the IRS.

“Instead of adding 87,000 new agents to weaponize the IRS against small business owners and middle America, this bill will eliminate the need for the department entirely by simplifying the tax code with provisions that work for the American people and encourage growth and innovation,” Carter said in a statement on Tuesday. “Armed, unelected bureaucrats should not have more power over your paycheck than you do.”

Carter had initially submitted the bill in January 2021, but it did not go anywhere. The original co-sponsors included several other GOP Congressmen, including Reps. Andrew Clyde (R-Ga), Jeff Duncan (R-S.C.), Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), and Gary Palmer (R-Ala.).

Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.), another co-sponsor, asserted that it would bolster the U.S. economy since “it encourages work, savings, and investment.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Rep. Buddy Carter (R-Ga.) speaks during a budget hearing to discuss President Joe Biden’s budget for the fiscal year 2023, in Washington, on March 29, 2022. (Roberto Schmidt-Pool/Getty Images)


According to Fox News, House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) agreed to permit a floor vote on the legislation as part of an arrangement with the House Freedom Caucus to earn its support to become Speaker of the House. However, political analysts purport that the Fair Tax Act has little chance of becoming law as it would not garner enough votes in the Democratic-controlled Senate.

Meanwhile, this comes soon after the GOP-led House voted 221-210 along party lines to reduce most of the $80 billion allocated to the IRS by Democrats in 2022. Experts say that it is unlikely that tens of billions of dollars would be rescinded since the initiative does not have enough votes in the upper chamber.

The White House slammed (pdf) House Republicans, claiming that “their top economic priority is to allow the rich and multi-billion dollar corporations to skip out on their taxes, while making life harder for ordinary, middle-class families that pay the taxes they owe.”

But new data from Syracuse University’s Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC) found that the IRS has mostly targeted low-income taxpayers rather than millionaires and billionaires.

“The taxpayer class with unbelievably high audit rates—five and a half times virtually everyone else—were low-income wage-earners taking the earned income tax credit,” the report stated. “[T]hey are easy marks in an era when IRS increasingly relies upon correspondence audits yet doesn’t have the resources to assist taxpayers or answer their questions.”

Overhauling the Tax Code

Over the years, many Republicans have proposed alternatives to the present income tax code, including a flat income or sales tax that would overhaul the current system.

During the 1996 and 2000 Republican presidential nominations, conservative magazine publisher Steve Forbes resuscitated the idea of a low-rate flat tax system.

A Steve Forbes for President 2000 campaign brochure stated: “Steve will strengthen the economy, protect your pay, and end the IRS as we know it with a new flat tax,” it read. “It’s Honest—No more loopholes carved out by lawyers, lobbyists and lifetime politicians. It’s Simple—You can fill it out on a postcard.”

During the 2012 presidential election campaign, former House Speaker New Gingrich released a tax plan that would include a 15 percent flat tax for individuals, a 12.5 percent tax rate for businesses, and zero investment taxes.

In 2015, Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) revived the idea with the Flat and Fair Tax, a policy that would institute a 14.5 percent tax rate on all income with deductions and exemptions. His proposal would also substitute the corporate tax with a 14.5 percent business transfer tax.

Several Republicans also pushed this tax policy during the 2016 primaries, including retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), and Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.).

According to a model from the Tax Foundation, the senator’s tax reform initiative would grow the economy by 12.9 percent and create 4.3 million jobs, but it would have resulted in $2 trillion in less revenue.

Although there might not be a ferocious appetite for a flat tax at the federal level, many states are considering adopting this idea.

Wisconsin Senate Republicans are poised to introduce legislation transitioning from a progressive personal income tax system to a flat tax. Still, Democratic Governor Tony Evers has voiced his opposition to the proposal.

Senate Republicans in Iowa are calling for a 3.6 percent flat individual income tax rate by 2028, but Governor Kim Reynolds has suggested a flat 4 percent personal income tax rate by 2026.

Arizona Republicans are working out an agreement to slash tax rates and install a flat 2.5 percent income tax rate.

This past spring, Georgia Republican Governor Brian Kemp signed into law that would abandon the progressive income tax code with a flat 4.99 percent income tax over the next seven years.

But while flat taxes—income or consumption—have generated gobs of praise from many conservative economists, they have also warned that politicians need to slash spending to prevent substantial budget deficits. Last year, the U.S. government spent $6.27 trillion, and Washington is poised to spend another roughly $6 trillion this year.
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NEW YORK, LONDON—Wall Street’s major stock averages closed higher on Tuesday, steadying in the afternoon after early volatility while Treasury yields rose as investors waited anxiously for U.S. inflation data due later in the week.

The U.S. dollar was little changed versus the euro and other major currencies, hovering close to its weakest level in seven months as investors positioned themselves ahead of the December consumer price data due on Thursday.

U.S. Treasury yields rose as investors prepared themselves for how inflation numbers might influence the Federal Reserve’s interest rate hiking path as it has been prioritizing its fight against decades-high inflation.

The consumer price index (CPI) is expected to show December’s headline inflation at 6.5 percent versus 7.1 percent in November.

“Generally the markets are waiting for this Thursday’s CPI print coming out for December. It will probably be the biggest data point for the week and certainly give us some clarity around the direction of inflation,” said Mona Mahajan senior investment strategist at Edward Jones.

“We’re sensing a bit of sideways movement in the market today and probably we’ll continue to get that.”

The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 186.45 points, or 0.56 percent, to 33,704.1, the S&P 500 gained 27.16 points, or 0.70 percent, to 3,919.25 and the Nasdaq Composite added 106.98 points, or 1.01 percent, to 10,742.63.

While the S&P finished up near its session high, it was still well below Monday’s intraday high, which had been its highest level since mid December. The benchmark had flitted between red and green territory in morning trading.

The pan-European STOXX 600 index lost 0.59 percent and MSCI’s gauge of stocks across the globe gained 0.30 percent while emerging market stocks rose 0.05 percent.

Signs of slowing wage inflation from the December jobs report released on Friday had provided some reassurance that inflation has peaked, potentially giving the Fed leeway to slow its interest rate hikes.

But investors had been anxious ahead of an appearance by Fed Chair Jerome Powell on Tuesday where the policy maker avoided speaking about rate hikes in a speech in Sweden.

“What you might have had coming into today was a market that was a bit on edge as to what Powell might say and then a minor sigh of relief when he said nothing,” said Eric Theoret, Global Macro Strategist at Manulife Investment Management.

However, with consumer price increases still well above the central bank’s target of 2 percent, two Fed officials on Monday had issued a stark reminder that interest rates will have to keep rising, no matter what investors have priced in.

San Francisco Fed President Mary Daly told the Wall Street Journal she would pay close attention to the CPI data and that both 25- and 50-basis point hikes were options for her. Atlanta Fed President Raphael Bostic said his “base case” was for no rate cuts this year or next.

“Inflation and what the Fed’s response to it is still remains the number one focus and anxiety for the market,” said Manulife’s Theoret.

The dollar index, which measures the greenback against a basket of major currencies, rose 0.107 percent, with the euro up 0.06 percent to $1.0734.

“Until a more hawkish Fed narrative emerges, the dollar is likely to remain under pressure,” said Win Thin, global head of currency strategy at Brown Brothers Harriman, who added that current dollar weakness may be overdone.

The Japanese yen weakened 0.26 percent versus the greenback at 132.21 per dollar even after data showed a faster pick-up in Tokyo inflation that could prompt the Bank of Japan to tighten monetary policy more quickly.

Benchmark 10-year notes were up 9.2 basis points to 3.610 percent, from 3.517 percent late on Monday. The 30-year bond was last up 8.9 basis points to yield 3.7387 percent, from 3.65 percent. The 2-year note was last was up 4.4 basis points to yield 4.2431 percent, from 4.199 percent.

Oil prices were higher as the U.S. government forecast record global petroleum consumption next year and as the dollar hovered at seven-month lows.

U.S. crude settled up 0.66 percent at $75.12 per barrel and Brent finished at $80.10, up 0.56 percent on the day.

In precious metals, spot gold added 0.3 percent to $1,877.01 an ounce. U.S. gold futures gained 0.29 percent to $1,878.10 an ounce.

By Sinéad Carew and Amanda Cooper
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Australian Government Urged to Divert New Immigrants to Regional Areas
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The Australian government is urged to increase the resettlement rate of new migrants in regional areas to help fill a major shortage of workers.

Regional Australia Institute (RAI), an independent think-tank, said that increasing overseas migration is crucial to the economic growth and sustainability of the outer fringes of cities and towns in Regional Australia.

“The 2022 Population Statement projects in 2022-23 that less than 17 percent of net overseas migration will flow to regional Australia,” said Liz Ritchie, the CEO of RAI, in a statement on Jan. 9. “Regional Australia deserves a far greater share of Australia’s biggest driver of population growth.”

In its submission to the Home Affairs Department’s review of the immigration system in December, RAI said the government should increase the rate of resettlement in outlying areas outside state cities from 20 percent to 40 percent.

“At a time when our regional cities and towns are crying out for skills and labour, reaching a record of over 96,000 job vacancies in late 2022, we need to be collectively looking at the systems and processes supporting migrants, so we have more calling regional Australia home,” Ritchie said.

“Migration will be critical to the growth and sustainability of regional Australia over the next decade.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Regional Australia Institute (RAI), an independent think-tank, said that increasing overseas migration is crucial to the economic growth and sustainability of the outer fringes of cities and towns in Regional Australia. Adults look on as children play in a park in the regional Australian city of Dubbo, Australia, on Nov. 7, 2021. (Jenny Evans/Getty Images)


The 2021 census data shows that foreign-born immigrants are not opposed to settling outside metropolitan areas if they have the information and support to do so, according to the think tank.

Of the 254 local government areas with an increase in Australian and overseas-born resident populations between the 2016 and 2021 Census periods, 70 percent were in regional areas outside the capital cities.

“Demand to live in regional Australia is not the issue,” Ritchie said.

“To have more migrants living in regional Australia, we need to provide further awareness about job opportunities, including job support services, and ensure we have communities with enough housing and critical soft and hard infrastructure.

“We need to take a holistic view of the various factors impacting Australia’s migrant population,” she said. “Population planning, jobs, access to housing – are all interlinked.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo]  The Business Council of Australia is calling on the government to set immigration quotas based on population and to provide easier access to permanent residency for temporary visa holders after some economic experts believe immigration is the only thing keeping the economy out of recession. A staff member prepares tables ahead of lunch trade at the Southern Highlands Brewing and Taphouse in Moss Vale, Australia, on Oct. 30, 2021.  (Lisa Maree Williams/Getty Images)


Business Calls for Increase in Immigration



Meanwhile, the Business Council of Australia (BCA) is calling on the government to set immigration quotas based on population and to provide easier access to permanent residency for temporary visa holders.

“Australia faces stiff competition as a migrant destination from other advanced economies that are also experiencing severe skills and labour shortages,” reads the BCA’s submission to the federal government’s migration review.

The submission recommends that the government consider setting the number of permanent immigrants it accepts as a percentage of the population.

For example, the number of immigrants introduced by Canada in the next three years is a little more than one percent of the population, while Australia’s current annual immigration quota of 195,000 only accounts for about 0.75 percent of the population.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] The Morrison government’s decision to reduce the immigration quota from 190,000 to 160,000 has been criticised. Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison (R) addresses the crowd during a Q&A alongside Australian Minister for Immigration Alex Hawke (Centre) at a Hindu Council of Australia Multicultural Event in the electorate of Parramatta on May 14, 2022 in Sydney, Australia. (Asanka Ratnayake/Getty Images)


The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a drop in immigration to Australia, with the latest population report showing that by 2030, Australia will have 1.2 million fewer people than predicted before the pandemic. Some economic experts believe immigration is the only thing keeping the economy out of recession.

However, the former Morrison government reduced the quota from about 190,000 a year to 160,000 at one point, citing population pressures in big cities.

“Migration is an easy scapegoat for lack of infrastructure delivery and poor planning, but it is too important for us to continue down this path,” the BCA said.

The BCA also recommended that the government allow employers to bring in any foreign skilled worker from overseas who earns more than the average wage of $92,000 (US$63,300) a year.  It reiterated a call made at last year’s employment summit to raise the immigration quota from 195,000 to 220,000 over the next two financial years and allocate 70 percent of places to skilled migrants.
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Australia’s Top Polluters Will Get $600 Million to Reduce Emissions by 5 Percent Every Year
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Australia’s biggest polluters will be required to reduce their net emissions by almost 35 percent by 2030 under the federal government’s new safeguard mechanism reforms.

Minister for Climate Change and Energy Chris Bowen said the reforms will support the country’s biggest emitters to remain competitive in a global economy while they work to reduce emissions.

Trade-exposed facilities will be supported by an initial $600 million (US$414 million) in funding to compensate for the cost of transition and ensure competitiveness, so emissions do not “leak” overseas from businesses outsourcing operations.

The safeguard mechanism was introduced by the previous Coalition government and requires the 215 facilities that annually produce over 100,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases to limit their net emissions below a baseline limit.

When the baseline limit is exceeded, businesses can “offset” the excess emissions by purchasing carbon credits.

“A reformed safeguard mechanism is expected to deliver 205 million tonnes of abatement to the end of the decade, equivalent to cutting emissions from Australia’s cars by two-thirds over the same period,” Bowen said.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Australian Minister for Climate Change and Energy Chris Bowen speaks during the Sydney Energy Forum in Sydney, Australia, on July 13, 2022. (Jaimi Joy – Pool/Getty Images)


The 215 mining, oil, and gas facilities emit around 28 percent of the country’s emissions, or 143 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent, in 2022-23, according to government projections (pdf). The safeguard changes aim to reduce this to 100 million tonnes by 2030.

The proposed baseline decline rate is to be 4.9 percent every year to 2030, with the system to commence on July 1.

Decline rates after 2030 will be set every five years from 2027 to maintain the country’s progress towards net-zero by 2050, which was enshrined into law with the passing of the Climate Change Bill in September 2022.

In finalising the approach to setting baselines, the government chose to implement a hybrid approach between site-specific and industry-average levels.

At the commencement of the scheme, it will be “heavily weighted” towards site-specific levels to give facilities time to transition to industry average benchmarks.

Bowen said the reforms would ensure that the mechanism delivered “meaningful outcomes” and was “fit for purpose.”

“Reforms to the safeguard will help create an effective, equitable and efficient trajectory to net-zero,” he said.

“We know that 70 percent of facilities, representing over 80 percent of scheme emissions, already have corporate commitments to net zero by 2050—this reform helps deliver the framework to get there.

“Recognising strong stakeholder interest, the government will also conduct a review to consider how best to prevent international carbon leakage risks, while protecting Australia’s reputation as a reliable and secure trading partner.”

Business Groups Welcome Reforms

The Business Council welcomed the reforms, calling the safeguard mechanism a “crucial tool” to accelerate the decarbonisation of the economy.

“We must do everything we can to ensure Australia is at the global forefront of the clean energy transition,” the council said.

The Australian Industry Group (Ai Group), the peak national employer organisation, said the proposals were “pragmatic”, but there was “clearly” more work to do on major climate policy.

“The government’s initial measures to help trade exposed facilities invest in their future and to moderate their potential costs will be helpful,” Ai Group CEO Innes Willox said.

“However, trade exposure will grow more challenging over time as emissions baselines come down, particularly where alternative clean production processes continue to display a cost premium.”

Carbon Credit Scheme ‘Well Designed,’ Review Finds

The announcement comes after an independent review of the Carbon Credit Scheme, which had been criticised as having major flaws, found the system’s design was sound.

A six-month review led by leading Australian scientist Ian Chubb, as well as three other scientists, said the scheme had been working effectively after 11 years of operation.

However, a foremost critic of the scheme, Andrew Macintosh from the Australian National University, has argued that 70 to 80 percent of traded carbon credits did not represent a genuine reduction in emissions, according to his research.

“Unfortunately, Australia’s carbon market currently suffers from a distinct lack of environmental integrity,” Macintosh said in a statement.

“All of the major emission reduction methods have serious integrity issues, either in their design or the way they are being administered.”

[image: Trees growing on forest land adjacent to Mount Rainier National Park are shown Monday, Nov. 23, 2015, near Ashford, Wash. The land is part of a new project of 520 acres on private timberland that allows the private nonprofit Nisqually Land Trust to sell so-called "carbon credits" to individuals and companies—including Microsoft Corp.—who are hoping to offset their carbon footprints. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)] Trees growing on forest land adjacent to Mount Rainier National Park are shown Monday, Nov. 23, 2015, near Ashford, Wash. The land is part of a new project of 520 acres on private timberland that allows the private nonprofit Nisqually Land Trust to sell so-called “carbon credits” to individuals and companies—including Microsoft Corp.—who are hoping to offset their carbon footprints. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)


With the release of the report, Chubb said the four-person panel did not share Macintosh’s view.

“There may be several reasons for the polar-opposite views. One is likely to be a lack of transparency, meaning that third parties cannot access the relevant data and so different conclusions can be drawn, and all genuinely held,” he said.

The Albanese government welcomed the findings and accepted the report’s 16 recommendations to improve the scheme, which include providing more clarity, transparency, and information.

“The panel’s recommendations will help ensure Australia’s carbon crediting scheme has the highest integrity, and contributes to achieving Australia’s emission targets,” Bowen said.

Daniel Y. Teng contributed to this article.
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Benchmark U.S. crude oil for February delivery rose 49 cents to $75.12 a barrel Tuesday. Brent crude for March delivery rose 45 cents to $80.10 a barrel.

Wholesale gasoline for February delivery rose 4 cents to $2.33 a gallon. February heating oil rose 10 cents to $3.24 a gallon. February natural gas fell 27 cents to $3.64 per 1,000 cubic feet.

Gold for February delivery fell $1.30 to $1,876.50 an ounce. Silver for March delivery fell 20 cents to $23.67 an ounce and March copper rose 5 cents to $4.08 a pound.

The dollar rose to 132.25 Japanese yen from 131.56 yen. The euro fell to $1.0740 from $1.0750.

The Epoch Times Copyright © 2022 The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors. They are meant for general informational purposes only and should not be construed or interpreted as a recommendation or solicitation. The Epoch Times does not provide investment, tax, legal, financial planning, estate planning, or any other personal finance advice. The Epoch Times holds no liability for the accuracy or timeliness of the information provided.
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Artificial Intelligence-Powered ‘Robot Lawyer’ to Represent Human in Court Next Month
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A robot powered by artificial intelligence is set to become the world’s first “robot lawyer” and will take on speeding ticket cases in court next month, its creators have said.

Joshua Browder, the CEO of Startup DoNotPay, which bills itself as “the home of the world’s first robot lawyer” confirmed the news on Twitter on Monday.

Browder said the company is offering to pay any lawyer or person $1 million to use the AI lawyer in an upcoming case in front of the United States Supreme Court.

“We have upcoming cases in municipal (traffic) court next month. But the haters will say ‘traffic court is too simple for GPT.’ So we are making this serious offer, contingent on us coming to a formal agreement and all rules being followed,” Browder wrote.

The CEO did not provide further details regarding the defendants in the case or the location of the court.

According to DoNotPay’s official website, the company uses artificial intelligence to “help consumers fight against large corporations and solve their problems like beating parking tickets, appealing bank fees, and suing robocallers.”

AI Technology Banned in Court Room

“DoNotPay’s goal is to level the playing field and make legal information and self-help accessible to everyone,” the website states.

The company, founded in 2015, is backed by multiple Silicon Valley investors, including venture capital firms Andreessen Horowitz and Crew Capital and private equity company, Greylock Partners.

Speaking to CBS News, Browder, a Stanford University computer scientist, explained that the AI lawyer runs on a smartphone and listens to court arguments before formulating real-time responses for the defendant to repeat via headphones.

According to Browder, the company, which has raised nearly $30 million from the various tech-focused venture capital firms, has already used the AI technology to create letters and chatbots to help people over 2 million people secure refunds for everything from parking ticket disputes to failed in-flight Wifi.

“In the past year, AI tech has really developed and allowed us to go back and forth in real-time with corporations and governments,” he told CBS. “We spoke live [with companies and customer service reps] to lower bills with companies, and what we’re doing next month is trying to use the tech in a courtroom for the first time.”

It is unclear how the AI technology will work in the Supreme Court, given that it bans any electronic devices from being present in the courtroom while Court is in session.

‘A Lot of Lawyers and Bar Associations Would Not Support This’

However, Browder told Gizmodo that certain accessibility rules allow for exemptions to the court’s policy on electronic devices in order to provide for reasonable accommodations.

“We would never do anything against the rules,” he told Gizmodo.

The Epoch Times has contacted the Supreme Court for comment.

According to Business Insider, users will have to pay $36 a year to use the AI lawyer to contest issues such as refunds or parking tickets. Customers will have to answer questions detailing their case and a chatbot will then decide if they qualify for an appeal.

Browder told CBS that the company will cover any fines if the robot lawyer loses the case.

However, the so-called AI lawyer also poses a number of issues, including the fact that it cannot be sued and is illegal in most courtrooms.

“There are a lot of lawyers and bar associations that would not support this,” Browder told CBS. “It’s within the letter of the law, but I don’t think anyone could ever imagine this would happen,” Browder said. “It’s not in the spirit of law, but we’re trying to push things forward and a lot of people can’t afford legal help. If these cases are successful, it will encourage more courts to change their rules.”

China was the first nation to use artificial intelligence in court. The machine, built and tested by the Shanghai Pudong People’s Procuratorate is able to file a charge with more than 97 percent accuracy, researchers claim, although there are concerns that the technology can be used to further clamp down on the rights of individuals.
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Inflation and Poor Economy, Not Racism, Harm Minorities: Entrepreneur
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After testifying at the congressional Ways and Means Committee hearing titled “Overcoming Racism to Advance Economic Opportunity” in April 2022, Alfredo Ortiz, president and CEO of Job Creators Network, was so annoyed that he wrote a book.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] The cover of Alfredo Ortiz’s new book, “The Real Race Revolutionaries: How Minority Entrepreneurship Can Overcome America’s Racial and Economic Divides.” (Courtesy of Alfredo Ortiz)


“They were saying that racism was keeping the economic and racial divide in this country going,” Ortiz told The Epoch Times. “And I said, I don’t understand why that is, because I think entrepreneurialism actually is helping alleviate a lot of that.”

During that hearing, Rep. Stacey Plaskett, a Democrat from the Virgin Islands, said she was troubled by rhetoric that didn’t acknowledge that many U.S. policies had racist intent and multigenerational consequences.

“To say that each one of us, because we were strong enough and able enough and had great structures behind us, or individuals or people behind us for us to be where we are today, does not mean that those who are not, did not try. That is inappropriate,” Plasket said during the hearing. “The fact that we would think that because other people are unemployed, it’s because they’re lazy, or other people do not have the opportunities, and have not done as much, is because they don’t want it, that they’re relying on government—come on. We’re not that special here.”

Through Job Creators Network, which advocates for small businesses, Ortiz says he has seen many minority groups enter small business and thrive. His own parents—who came to the United States from Mexico—worked hard, his father as a tailor and his mother as a housekeeper.

Inspired by their work ethic, Ortiz started two businesses.

“I’ve seen it firsthand. I’m a minority,” Ortiz said. “Starting a small business completely changed my life. But the reaction that the Democrats had, I thought was interesting. They were not at all favorable to my perspective and, in fact, were belligerent, and it just gnawed on me for months until I said, ‘You know what, I’m going to write a book.'”

The result is his first book, released this week, titled “The Real Race Revolutionaries: How Minority Entrepreneurship Can Overcome America’s Racial and Economic Divides,” with a foreward by Bernie Marcus, co-founder of The Home Depot and Job Creators Network.

Entrepreneuriship Better Than Activism, Ortiz Says

In the book, Ortiz recounts seeing a children’s book titled “Sylvia and Marsha Start a Revolution,” with two minority women on the cover. Amazon.com described it as a playful introduction to transgender identities, telling the story of the transgender women of color who fought for LGBT equality.

“The moral of this story and so many others like it: kids, especially minority kids, should pursue social activism and ‘revolution’ to make the world a better place,” Ortiz wrote in his book. “My thought was: Why can’t this book be Sylvia and Marsha Start a BUSINESS, and feature a tale of entrepreneurship? Starting a business is the real revolutionary act that minorities can take to empower themselves and their communities. Entrepreneurship can bring financial independence and hard-earned confidence. In fact, minority entrepreneurship is a far better vehicle to overcome racial and economic divides than activism.”

Ortiz says this is the message kids need to hear.

“These days in America, racism is sporadic, not systemic. Racism is universally viewed as one of the worst characteristics a person can have. Activists invoke it so often because it is such an effective cudgel,” he says in his book. “They have succeeded in implementing a Catch-22: to argue against systemic racism is, in itself, racist! This trap is one reason why the fiction that racism is the cause of racial inequality has been able to fester. Few are brave enough in this environment to argue against it.”

Hard Work Over Forced Equality

Progressives love equality, Ortiz says.

“Its like, everybody’s got to be equal. It doesn’t matter if you work hard or if you don’t work hard, everybody’s equal,” Ortiz told The Epoch Times. “Well, I believe in the good old American Dream where hard work actually means something. My mom taught me that. My dad taught me that that. If you work really hard, you can achieve anything you want, especially in this country.”

In his research, Ortiz found that minorities overall are more entrepreneurial than non-minorities, perhaps because the payoff for starting a business in the United States is greater than in other countries.

“In socialist countries, there’s a high likelihood that, if your small business is successful, the government may take it from you,” Ortiz said. “So their youth probably questions, ‘Why am I going to put my heart and soul into a business? It’s just going to be taken over by the government.’”

Plus, there is a higher rate of business start-ups failing in other countries, where a failed business is an almost shameful thing.

“It’s almost a disincentive,” he said. “Here, in America, it’s like, ‘Alright! You try that. You go for it!’ Entrepreneurialism just rules. It doesn’t matter if you tried and failed, but that you tried.”

Minorities thrived under President Donald Trump’s Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, Ortiz said.

“The two biggest things it did was lower taxes and lowered regulations for small business owners. That just created a massive boom,” Ortiz said. “If you look at median income, for example, in 2019 for black households, income rose almost 8 percent; more than 7 percent for Hispanics; 11 percent for Asian Americans; and 6 percent for whites, so minorities did exceptionally well.”

That data is from the annual report of the Council of Economic Advisers.

U.S. Rep. Jason Smith, a Missouri Republican, was named chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee on Tuesday. In the past, Smith promised to make expiring tax provisions in the Tax Cut and Jobs Act permanent if he were to lead the committee.

Small Business Concerns

The Job Creators Network polled small business owners about their biggest concerns, and racism was not on the list. As of August 2022, inflation was the biggest concern, followed by the economy/client spending; general operating costs; supply chain disruption; gas prices; and available workers.

The best thing lawmakers can do to help minorities and non-minorities alike is to get out of the way of businesses, Ortiz said. The first step is get inflation under control by curbing government spending.

Job Creators Network supports a measure that would exempt all small businesses from new regulations unless the government can make a legitimate case for the regulation.
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Birch Aquarium Announces Pregnant Seadragon [Tue, 10 Jan 16:14]A Weedy seadragon floats at the Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach, Calif., on April 26, 2012. (Joe Klamar/AFP via Getty Images)



	
UK’s 1st Foray Into the Space Race Ends in Failure [Tue, 10 Jan 11:30]Head of Spaceport Cornwall, Melissa Thorpe, on the aircraft pan by Cosmic Girl, a 747 adapted to carry a rocket, at Spaceport Cornwall, England, before the failed mission on Jan. 9, 2023. (Ben Birchall/PA)



	
Single-Use Plastic Tableware to Be Banned in England [Tue, 10 Jan 10:20]Plastic forks are arranged for a photograph in London on Nov. 20, 2017. (Jack Taylor/Getty Images)



	
Old NASA Satellite Falls Harmlessly From Sky Off Alaska [Mon, 09 Jan 23:59]The space shuttle Challenger launches the Earth Radiation Budget Satellite in 1984. (NASA via AP)



	
Canadian Sea Sponge Could Hold Cure for COVID-19 [Mon, 09 Jan 19:58]British Columbian researchers are paving the way for the testing of natural compounds to treat COVID-19 and other viruses. (Shutterstock)
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SAN DIEGO—A female Weedy Seadragon has transferred eggs to a male at the Birch Aquarium at Scripps Institution of Oceanography at UC San Diego, a rare event and a first for the institution, it was announced Monday.

“We’re elated to be able to witness this at the aquarium,” said Jenn Nero Moffatt, senior director of animal care, science, and conservation at the Birch. “It’s extremely rare for seadragons to breed in captivity so this is a monumental milestone for all of our staff.

Like seahorses, seadragon males—not females—are responsible for carrying eggs. An egg transfer is quick, but occurs only after the seadragons participate in an elaborate courtship “dance,” a statement from the aquarium reads. The male and female mirror each other, often with their tails curled away from their mate, and spin together snout-to-snout moving up and down in the water column. This dance is essential for the successful transfer of eggs from the female onto the male’s tail, where he then fertilizes and hosts the eggs.

The male seadragon will carry the eggs on his tail for four to six weeks until they are ready to hatch. Only a small percentage of eggs will develop. The aquarium’s Husbandry Team is keeping a close eye on the pregnant seadragon.

“He is doing well and can be seen up close in Seadragons & Seahorses, though he might move behind the scenes closer to the hatching date,” the aquarium statement reads.

According to the Birch, the Seadragons & Seahorses exhibit features of one of the largest seadragon habitats in the world. It was designed to create an “ideal environment” to breed seadragons. The display is 18 feet wide and 9 feet tall, and holds 5,375 gallons of water.

Though this is the first time a seadragon has laid eggs on the public side of the aquarium, Birch Aquarium has previously seen success behind the scenes with the birth of two Weedy Seadragon babies in February 2020—when it became one of only a handful of aquariums in the world to breed these mysterious animals.

Native to southern Australia, Weedy Seadragons face challenges in the wild including climate change, warming oceans, and compromised habitats.

In partnership with Scripps Oceanography scientists, Birch Aquarium has been studying weedy seadragons both in the wild and in our state-of-the-art captive breeding facility to alleviate pressure on wild populations.
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UK’s 1st Foray Into the Space Race Ends in Failure
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Billed as British history in the making, on Monday a specially adapted jumbo jet left the runway at the country’s first operational spaceport and launched a rocket into space.

However, the rocket failed during its second stage and, according to operator Virgin Orbit, suffered an “anomaly” that resulted in the satellites it was carrying failing to reach orbit, ending the mission.

Although Monday’s failed launch was a major setback for those involved, Melissa Thorpe, head of Spaceport Cornwall, said it had “inspired millions and will continue to inspire millions more.”

The British space industry is expanding at a relatively fast pace, its budget is increasing, and its ambition is gaining momentum.

A Niche Sector

The UK Space Agency said the sector is worth around £16.5 billion and rising.

While many people may think of space as sending people into orbit for research or tourism purposes, there is a lucrative business in sending small satellites into orbit, a sector the UK has its sights set on. These satellites can be used for a variety of reasons, from tracking the environment to monitoring piracy.

Matt Archer, commercial director for the UK Space Agency told The Epoch Times, “We’re starting to see there is a commercial market for small satellite launch, and actually that kind of change in technology and making it cheaper makes it more accessible.” He added that launches of small satellites have the “potential to be around £2 billion a year going forward.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] A repurposed Virgin Atlantic Boeing 747 aircraft, named Cosmic Girl, carrying Virgin Orbit’s LauncherOne rocket, takes off from Spaceport Cornwall at Cornwall Airport, Newquay, on Jan. 9, 2023. (Ben Birchall/PA)


The agency said the UK has an established sector in manufacturing satellites. It believes that instead of sending them to countries like the United States to put them into orbit, the UK should become a hub to launch not just British-made satellites, but also from partners around the world.

Archer doesn’t believe Britain’s departure from the European Union caused a setback in its plans to become an internationally recognised giant in the space industry.

“It’s not made a big difference to the program. There are lots of challenges, not least of engaging with the number of partners that we have. So the UK Space Agency’s been at the centre of all of that, supported by a number of government departments, but equally, departments from Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Iceland … but actually Brexit hasn’t particularly hindered that.”

Safety in Mind

Today there is one spaceport in the country with a further six potential sites, all of which are in more rural areas of the UK.

Spaceport Cornwall, currently the only licensed and operational facility, is located in a county with a population of just over half a million, one of the most deprived areas in Europe, and around 280 miles by car to London.

Five of the other potential sites are in the outer parts of Scotland.

“The principal thing that we have to bear in mind is safety and safety to life in particular,” said Archer. “So the benefit that you have here in Cornwall being really close to the coast—likewise in [Scotland’s] Shetland—you’re a really remote part of the UK with nothing largely around. And similarly for the north of Scotland at the site of Sutherland, again, you’ve got very small populations around it.

“What that does is it makes it safer so that if there was an incident, actually the risk to life is very low.”

Cornwall is traditionally a holiday resort, it has a fledgling fishing industry, and in the past its economy was based around tin mining. It was thrust onto the world stage in June 2021 when the G-7 summit was hosted in the county.

[image: The Virgin Orbit Launcher One rocket] The Virgin Orbit Launcher One rocket is displayed at Spaceport Cornwall in Newquay, England, on Aug. 2, 2021. (Hugh Hastings/Getty Images)


Kim Conchie, the chief executive of the Cornwall Chamber of Commerce, told The Epoch Times: “Now we see real high tech businesses coming to Cornwall. And this spaceport is a great collaboration and evidence of what can be achieved with the public and the private sector working together.”

The local business community backed the spaceport from the start, according to Conchie. “Now what you see is entrepreneurs, innovators, business people coming in. This is the start of something very exciting for Cornwall. I really feel that this is beginning to get Cornwall’s mojo back again in very visible ways,” he said.

Spaceport Cornwall created 150 jobs when the facility opened, as well as several indirect jobs, a much needed boost to an economy that is traditionally seen as seasonal.

Spaceport Cornwall’s first client was Virgin Orbit, but it said interest from other providers of satellite distribution is on the rise.

Time will tell if the UK can sustain six facilities competing with one another and if there is enough business for monthly launches from these sites.

There’s also the big question of continued funding. So far Cornwall Council and the UK Space Agency have backed the site financially, however at some stage both parties will want to see a return on their investment.
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Single-Use Plastic Tableware to Be Banned in England
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A range of single-use plastic items such as plastic forks and polystyrene cups will be banned in England, the UK government has confirmed.

Environment Secretary Therese Coffey, who is set to announce the ban later this week, said she expects the policy would have “a huge impact to stop the pollution of billions of pieces of plastic and help to protect the natural environment for future generations.”

The ban is expected to cover single-use plastic plates, cutlery, balloon sticks, and some polystyrene cups and food and beverage containers.

In a statement published in the Mail on Sunday, Coffey said the move comes in response to “the public’s calls” and vowed to tackle marine pollution.

“A plastic fork can take 200 years to decompose—that is two centuries in landfill or polluting our oceans,” she said.

“I am determined to drive forward action to tackle this issue head on. We know there is more to do, and we have again listened to the public’s calls,” she added.

According to the publication, the upcoming ban will affect containers of food and drink that’s consumed at a restaurant or takeaway, while packages for takeaway food in supermarkets and shops will be targeted by a separate scheme next year that charges manufacturers to cover part of the disposal costs.

The ban comes after the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs ran a 12-week consultation on the proposal.

The result of the consultation is expected to be published later this week. According to the Mail on Sunday, the proposed ban enjoyed “overwhelming public support.”

The public consultation (pdf) called for evidence on banning single-use plastic plates, cutlery, balloon sticks, and expanded and extruded polystyrene cups and food and beverage containers in England.

The document sought opinions on whether wet wipes containing plastic and single-use sachets should be banned, regulating cigarette littering, and introducing a charge on coffee cups.

It also asked people to list other single-use plastic items that they think should be targeted by future policies “as well as how to achieve a shift away from single-use culture.”

Scotland and Wales

England’s ban on plastic cutlery comes after the Scottish and Welsh governments took similar steps to reduce the single-use items.

Under the UK’s devolution rules, Westminster makes some policies, such as defence and foreign policies, for the whole of the UK, while Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland have powers to make their own policies in some other areas.

In June, Scotland became the first country in the UK to ban businesses from supplying “problematic single-use plastics” including cutlery, plates, straws, stirrers, balloon sticks, and food and drinks containers made of expanded polystyrene.

Wales in December passed a bill targeting a similar list of items, which will be banned from autumn this year.

The UK government banned single-use plastic straws, stirrers, and cotton buds in England in 2020.

Megan Randles of Greenpeace UK welcomed the ban, but argued it’s not enough, saying, “We’re dealing with a plastic flood, and this is like reaching for a mop instead of turning off the tap.”

She called on the government to deliver a “meaningful plastic reduction strategy, which means bringing in plastic reduction targets and a proper reuse and refill scheme.”

“It’s time to stop pandering to industry lobbyists; stop promoting false solutions; and stop dumping our plastic waste in countries that have done the least to cause the climate crisis. Anything else is not global leadership on plastic,” she said.

However, not everyone agrees that banning plastic is the solution to clean up the planet.

According to a paper published by the Competitive Enterprise Institute in 2021, straws, one of the main targets of public policies around the globe, make up a tiny fraction of rubbish in the ocean, while “by-products of commercial fishing operations and problems stemming from poor disposal practices in certain countries” are the main culprits.

Author Angela Logomasini cited a 2015 study saying China and 11 other Asian nations were responsible for more than three quarters of plastic waste entering the oceans owing to their poor disposal practices.

In separate publications, she also warned about the risks of banning plastics, including the impact on modern medicine (pdf) and the risk of doing “more harm than good to the environment” by pillaging natural resources to replace plastic.
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Old NASA Satellite Falls Harmlessly From Sky Off Alaska
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CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.—After almost 40 years circling Earth, a retired NASA science satellite plunged harmlessly through the atmosphere off the coast of Alaska, NASA reported Monday.

The Defense Department confirmed that the satellite—placed in orbit in 1984 by astronaut Sally Ride—reentered late Sunday night over the Bering Sea, a few hundred miles from Alaska. NASA said it’s received no reports of injury or damage from falling debris.

Late last week, NASA said it expected most of the 5,400-pound (2,450-kilogram) Earth Radiation Budget Satellite to burn up in the atmosphere, but that some pieces might survive. The space agency put the odds of falling debris injuring someone at 1-in-9,400.

Space shuttle Challenger carried the satellite into orbit and the first American woman in space set it free. The satellite measured ozone in the atmosphere and studied how Earth absorbed and radiated energy from the sun, before being retired in 2005, well beyond its expected working lifetime.

By Marcia Dunn
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					An international study has identified three compounds that prevent COVID-19 infection in humans, all from natural sources, including a type of sea sponge found in British Columbia.

The scientists examined a catalogue of over 350 compounds from various natural sources such as plants, fungi, and sea sponges, in search of new antiviral drugs to treat variants of COVID-19.

While 26 compounds were found to reduce viral infection completely, they identified three as being the most effective: alotaketal C from a sea sponge; bafilomycin D from a marine bacteria; and holyrine A from marine bacteria, all collected from Canadian waters.

After bathing human lung cells in solutions made from these compounds and then infecting the cells with SARS-CoV-2, the researchers found that all three were effective in preventing COVID-19 infection even in tiny doses.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Author Jimena Perez-Vargas working in the lab. (Paul Joseph)


“The advantage of these compounds is that they are targeting the cells, rather than the virus, blocking the virus from replicating and helping the cell to recover,” microbiology and immunology research associate at the University of British Columbia (UBC) Jimena Pérez-Vargas said.

“Human cells evolve more slowly than viruses, so these compounds could work against future variants and other viruses such as influenza if they use the same mechanisms.”

Senior author and UBC microbiology and immunology prof. François Jean said that all three compounds are effective against the Delta and several Omicron variants and are “about as safe for human cells as current COVID-19 treatments.”

However, he noted that many current treatments are becoming less effective due to the virus mutations.

“Many of these treatments are no longer effective against currently circulating omicron variants because the virus is evolving. This highlights the need for new antivirals,” Jean said.

Paving the Way for Future Cures

Published in the National Library of Medicine, the scientists said that the discovery was a promising starting point for developing treatments. They added, “given nature’s abundance, there could be a wealth of new antivirals waiting to be discovered.”

The next step in the study is testing on animals in the next six months.

“Our research is also paving the way for large-scale testing of natural product medicines that can block infection associated with other respiratory viruses, such as influenza A and RSV,” Jean said.
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A robot powered by artificial intelligence is set to become the world’s first “robot lawyer” and will take on speeding ticket cases in court next month, its creators have said.

Joshua Browder, the CEO of Startup DoNotPay, which bills itself as “the home of the world’s first robot lawyer” confirmed the news on Twitter on Monday.

Browder said the company is offering to pay any lawyer or person $1 million to use the AI lawyer in an upcoming case in front of the United States Supreme Court.

“We have upcoming cases in municipal (traffic) court next month. But the haters will say ‘traffic court is too simple for GPT.’ So we are making this serious offer, contingent on us coming to a formal agreement and all rules being followed,” Browder wrote.

The CEO did not provide further details regarding the defendants in the case or the location of the court.

According to DoNotPay’s official website, the company uses artificial intelligence to “help consumers fight against large corporations and solve their problems like beating parking tickets, appealing bank fees, and suing robocallers.”

AI Technology Banned in Court Room

“DoNotPay’s goal is to level the playing field and make legal information and self-help accessible to everyone,” the website states.

The company, founded in 2015, is backed by multiple Silicon Valley investors, including venture capital firms Andreessen Horowitz and Crew Capital and private equity company, Greylock Partners.

Speaking to CBS News, Browder, a Stanford University computer scientist, explained that the AI lawyer runs on a smartphone and listens to court arguments before formulating real-time responses for the defendant to repeat via headphones.

According to Browder, the company, which has raised nearly $30 million from the various tech-focused venture capital firms, has already used the AI technology to create letters and chatbots to help people over 2 million people secure refunds for everything from parking ticket disputes to failed in-flight Wifi.

“In the past year, AI tech has really developed and allowed us to go back and forth in real-time with corporations and governments,” he told CBS. “We spoke live [with companies and customer service reps] to lower bills with companies, and what we’re doing next month is trying to use the tech in a courtroom for the first time.”

It is unclear how the AI technology will work in the Supreme Court, given that it bans any electronic devices from being present in the courtroom while Court is in session.

‘A Lot of Lawyers and Bar Associations Would Not Support This’

However, Browder told Gizmodo that certain accessibility rules allow for exemptions to the court’s policy on electronic devices in order to provide for reasonable accommodations.

“We would never do anything against the rules,” he told Gizmodo.

The Epoch Times has contacted the Supreme Court for comment.

According to Business Insider, users will have to pay $36 a year to use the AI lawyer to contest issues such as refunds or parking tickets. Customers will have to answer questions detailing their case and a chatbot will then decide if they qualify for an appeal.

Browder told CBS that the company will cover any fines if the robot lawyer loses the case.

However, the so-called AI lawyer also poses a number of issues, including the fact that it cannot be sued and is illegal in most courtrooms.

“There are a lot of lawyers and bar associations that would not support this,” Browder told CBS. “It’s within the letter of the law, but I don’t think anyone could ever imagine this would happen,” Browder said. “It’s not in the spirit of law, but we’re trying to push things forward and a lot of people can’t afford legal help. If these cases are successful, it will encourage more courts to change their rules.”

China was the first nation to use artificial intelligence in court. The machine, built and tested by the Shanghai Pudong People’s Procuratorate is able to file a charge with more than 97 percent accuracy, researchers claim, although there are concerns that the technology can be used to further clamp down on the rights of individuals.
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Social Media Bosses Could Face Jail If They Breach Rules on Children Under UK’s Online Safety Bill
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Tory MPs are planning an amendment to the Online Safety Bill that would make tech executives criminally liable for children’s duty of care failures.

Conservative MP Miriam Cates and other MPs including Sir William Cash, Andrea Leadsom, Julian Lewis, Lia Nici, Tim Loughton, Lee Anderson, and former Home Secretary Priti Patel are backing an amendment (pdf) to new laws regulating online spaces that would introduce powers to jail tech bosses.

In an editorial for The Telegraph on Monday, Cates said she believes that “future generations will look back on children’s online harms the same way we look back on children who were forced to work down mines.”

Cates pointed to TikTok, which is owned by Chinese company ByteDance, and an investigation by the Centre for Countering Hate in December (pdf) that found that TikTok was pushing suicide, self harm, and eating disorder content via its “For You” feed.

Cates also mentioned the case of Molly Russell, a 14-year-old girl from Harrow, northwest London, whose father said showed no obvious signs of mental illness, but who took her own life on Nov. 21, 2017. She had viewed online content related to depression and self-harm for months.

“Without urgent action, we risk passing a Bill that lacks the teeth it so desperately needs to force global tech firms to tackle the systemic issues that harm children online,” Cates wrote.

“That is why Sir Bill Cash and I will this week table an amendment to the Online Safety Bill with the intention of introducing a criminal offence for directors and senior managers, punishable by a maximum of two years in prison, when it can be proved that a breach of the child safety duties has been committed with the consent, connivance or neglect of a senior manager or director,” said Cates.

Access to Online Pornography

Cates, who is part of the Education Select Committee, has also warned of children having access to online pornography.

In an interview with GB News in November, she said: “This is an absolute epidemic and about half of 11 year olds, we think, have seen porn. And so you know, once you get older than that, of course, it’s most children.

“And I think the other thing to say is, as well as it being prolific, the kinds of pornography that that children are seeing is not what we might have seen when we were growing up in a dodgy magazine or something like this.

“This is hardcore, abusive, violent, really horrendous, disgusting stuff that most adults would be absolutely outraged that children have free and easy access to. And it is free and easy,” she added.

The measure will force Google, Twitter, Meta, and others to abide by a code of conduct overseen by online regulator Ofcom, which will also have the power to fine companies failing to comply up to 10 percent of their annual global turnover.

Under the current state of the bill, the biggest social media platforms must carry out risk assessments on the types of harms that could appear on their services and how they plan to address them, setting out how they will do this in their terms of service.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] A person using a computer in an undated file photo. (Dominic Lipinski/PA Media)


There has been fierce debate around bill since it was introduced to Parliament on March 17, 2022 with the aim to “protect children from harmful content such as pornography and limit people’s exposure to illegal content, while protecting freedom of speech.”

There was a sigh of relief from free speech advocates last year when the Online Safety Bill was temporarily put on hold.

Later in the year, Toby Young, the general secretary of the Free Speech Union, an organisation dedicated to upholding free speech in Britain, told The Epoch Times by email that he hoped that if and when bill comes back it will be a “Children’s Online Safety Bill, with all references to protecting adults from ‘legal but harmful’ content removed.”

Last year, writing for the freedom of expression campaign group Index on Censorship, Gavin Millar, QC, warned that everyone who uses the internet will be affected by the Online Safety Bill, which will significantly curtail freedom of expression in a way that has profound consequences.

The bill is due to return to the Commons for its report stage on Jan. 16.

A Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport spokesman told The Epoch Times by email: “Protecting children from online harm is a top priority and we share the public’s desire for increased accountability.

“The government will carefully consider all proposed amendments to the world-leading Online Safety Bill and set out its position when Report Stage continues in January.”

The Epoch Times has contacted TikTok for comment.

PA Media and Alexander Zhang contributed to this report. 
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New Jersey Prohibits Use of TikTok and 14 Other Social Media Apps on State-Owned Devices
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New Jersey is the latest state to ban the use of TikTok on all state-owned or managed devices, along with 14 other social media apps.

Democrat Gov. Phil Murphy issued a directive on Monday to remove high-risk software on state government devices.

TikTok, a popular video-based social media platform, is gradually being banned by both state and federal authorities for its link to the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

Several states have already implemented bans on TikTok and Congress has been considering a bipartisan proposal to prevent ByteDance, the social media app’s parent company, from conducting business transactions anywhere in the United States.

“Bolstering cybersecurity is critical to protecting the overall safety and welfare of our State,” said Murphy in a statement.

“The proactive and preventative measures that we are implementing today will ensure the confidentiality, integrity, and safety of information assets managed by New Jersey State government. This decisive action will ensure the cybersecurity of the State is unified against actors who may seek to divide us.”

TikTok Not Alone in Ban

The New Jersey Cybersecurity and Communications Integration Cell (NJCCIC), in collaboration with the Office of Information Technology, will maintain a list of tech companies and software products which are deemed a cybersecurity risk to the state.

New Jersey’s list of prohibited software vendors, products, and services now includes: Huawei Technologies, Dahua Technology, Hikvision, Tencent Holdings Ltd. and its apps (WeChat, QQ, and QQ Wallet), Alibaba products such as AliPay and Alibaba.com, and TikTok and the Russian-based Kaspersky Lab.

“New Jersey’s policy to remove certain software from State owned or managed devices, inclusive of TikTok, deemed as high risk of potential data loss or privacy issues is part of our statewide cyber risk management program,” said New Jersey Chief Technology Officer Christopher Rein in the announcement.

“This follows in line with a number of actions taken by government and private sector enterprises, and is consistent with some of the risk reduction steps taken at the Federal and State levels. The New Jersey Office of Information Technology will work diligently alongside NJCCIC to maintain cybersecurity across state government,” Rein said.

The statement said that New Jersey authorities have been made aware of “national security concerns about user data the Chinese government might require ByteDance to provide.”

“Analysis of various versions of TikTok have been found to collect the keystrokes of users, make screen captures every few seconds, access data from the phone’s clipboard, and collect the unique Media Access Control (MAC) address of the device, among other user information.”

Gov. Mike DeWine of Ohio, a Republican, also issued an executive order banning the use of TikTok from government devices on Sunday, the first day of his second term as governor.

“Social media applications and platforms operating in China engage in surreptitious data privacy and cybersecurity practices to include collecting private information, behavioral use data, biometric data and other data contained on the devices of the users,” the order read.

TikTok also joins Ohio’s list of banned Chinese-owned applications and websites, including WeChat.

Total US Ban Becoming Increasingly Likely

Congressional lawmakers passed a TikTok ban on government devices for all federal employees that was inserted into the $1.7 trillion omnibus spending package, which was was passed in late December.

Both the Senate and the House also have pending bills that would eventually remove the app and its parent company from conducting business transactions anywhere in the country.

“It is troubling that rather than encouraging the Administration to conclude its national security review of TikTok, some members of Congress have decided to push for a politically-motivated ban that will do nothing to advance the national security of the United States,” ByteDance said in a statement.

Federal Communications Commission Chairman Brendan Carr told Fox Business last month that “I think at the end of this week, really the fundamental question has changed,” Carr said. “It’s no longer whether TikTok is going to be banned, in terms of its current operations in the U.S., but a question of when.”
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FAA Proposes Requiring 5G Safeguards on Planes by Early 2024
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WASHINGTON—The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) said Monday it is proposing a requirement that passenger and cargo aircraft in the United States have 5G C-Band-tolerant radio altimeters or install approved filters by early 2024.

Concerns that 5G service could interfere with airplane altimeters, which give data on a plane’s height above the ground and are crucial for bad-weather landing, led to disruptions at some U.S. airports earlier this year.

The proposed airworthiness directive, which would take effect in February 2024, is similar to one that took effect in December 2021, prohibiting passenger and cargo flight operations in the vicinity of 5G C-Band wireless transmitters unless the FAA specifically approved them.

The FAA is also proposing a requirement that airlines revise airplane flight manuals to prohibit low-visibility landings after June 30 unless retrofits have been completed on that airplane.

Verizon and AT&T in June voluntarily agreed to delay some C-Band 5G usage until July 2023 as air carriers work to retrofit airplanes to ensure that they will not face interference. The December 2021 FAA directive relied on the voluntary agreement.

Some international airlines have privately expressed reluctance to install filters absent a legal requirement from the FAA, officials told Reuters.

Airlines for America, a trade group representing American Airlines, Delta Air Lines, United Airlines, and others, said “carriers are working diligently to ensure fleets are equipped with compliant radio altimeters, but global supply chains continue to lag behind current demand. Any government deadline must consider this reality.”

Wireless group CTIA said “the FAA’s schedule for altimeter updates is reasonable and practical. 5G in the C-band coexists safely with air traffic.”

FAA acting Administrator Billy Nolen in October sought a delay in some 5G C-Band transmissions from smaller operators over aviation safety concerns.

Nolen said in an Oct. 21 letter the agency wanted the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to mandate the voluntary mitigations AT&T and Verizon had agreed to earlier this year to 19 smaller telecoms and other spectrum holders.

Airline CEOs in January 2022 had warned of an impending “catastrophic” aviation crisis that could ground almost all traffic because of the 5G deployment.

A deal struck shortly before a 2022 deadline did not prevent dozens of foreign carriers from canceling international flights to the United States.

By David Shepardson





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theepochtimes.com/faa-proposes-requiring-5g-safeguards-on-planes-by-early-2024_4971664.html



 | Section menu | Main menu | 

| Next section | Main menu | Previous section |




Health

The Epoch Times is an independent voice in print and on the web. We report news responsibly and truthfully so that readers can improve their own lives and increase their understanding and respect for their neighbors next door and around the globe.







| Next section | Main menu | Previous section |






| Main menu | Previous section |




Entertainment

The Epoch Times is an independent voice in print and on the web. We report news responsibly and truthfully so that readers can improve their own lives and increase their understanding and respect for their neighbors next door and around the globe.




	
Romanian Court Rejects Andrew Tate’s Bid to End Extended Detention [Wed, 11 Jan 05:58]Andrew Tate, centre, and his brother Tristan, right, are brought by police officers to the Court of Appeal, in Bucharest, Romania, Tuesday, Jan.10, 2023. Andrew Tate, a divisive social media personality and former professional kickboxer, was detained last month in Romania on charges of human trafficking and rape, and later arrested for 30 days after a court decision. (AP Photo/Alexandru Dobre)
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Romanian Court Rejects Andrew Tate’s Bid to End Extended Detention
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A Romanian court on Jan. 10 rejected Andrew Tate’s bid to end his detention, ruling that the social media personality must remain in custody as an investigation into his alleged role in a human trafficking ring continues.

Tate, 36, and his brother, Tristan Tate, had arrived at the Bucharest Court of Appeal early on Tuesday morning to appeal their extended 30-day detention after they were initially arrested on Dec. 29 along with two Romanian women in the capital city of Bucharest.

At the time of their arrest, prosecutors said that the brothers had been under investigation since April 2022 alongside the two women over their alleged roles in an organized crime group, human trafficking, and rape.

The two brothers have both denied any wrongdoing.

The suspects were initially set to be detained for 24 hours but a judge later extended their arrest period to 30 days, explaining in a court document at the time that “the possibility of them evading investigations cannot be ignored,” and that they could “leave Romania and settle in countries that do not allow extradition.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo]

Tate’s Vehicles, Luxury Homes Seized

Tate and the other suspects had appealed the 30-day detention as well as the seizure of their belongings, which include at least 15 luxury vehicles and over 10 properties and homes, according to officials.

Ramona Bolla, a spokesperson for the Romanian anti-organized crime agency DIICOT confirmed to the Associated Press that the court on Tuesday rejected Tate’s appeal to end his detention following a six-hour hearing.

Meanwhile, Tate’s lawyer, Eugen Vidineac, told local media after the ruling: “I am very disappointed—the measure seems excessive to me.”

The Epoch Times has contacted Eugen Vidineac for comment.

Now that the extension has been upheld, prosecutors will be able to request a further extension of the detention to up to 180 days.

Earlier on Monday, Vidineac claimed in an interview with the Romanian online newspaper Gandul that the defense has not been granted access to the prosecution file in the case against Tate and his brother, meaning they were unable to ensure the brothers’ effective defense.

The lawyer also stated that there was no evidence to support the charges made against Tate.

“There is not a single piece of evidence at this point, apart from the victim’s statement, that leads to the idea that a crime of rape was committed,” the lawyer said. With regards to the charges of human trafficking and being part of an organized crime group, the lawyer also said that, in his opinion, there is “no evidence there either.”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Andrew Tate and Tristan Tate are escorted by police officers outside the headquarters of the Directorate for Investigating Organized Crime and Terrorism in Bucharest (DIICOT) after being detained for 24 hours, in Bucharest, Romania, December 29, 2022. Inquam Photos/Octav Ganea via REUTERS


Lawyer Says ‘No Evidence’ in Tate’s Case

“The documents to which we have so far had access do not accurately describe matters relating to the constituent elements of the offense of organized criminal group, they do not accurately describe the hierarchy of the group, they do not describe the functions of each person who was part of this alleged criminal group and, also, with regard to trafficking in human beings, as the offense is described, it does not comply with the legal requirements concerning the way in which the offense of trafficking in human beings is committed,” Vidineac said.

Tate, a former kickboxer, became popular on social media due to his videos featuring his controversial views regarding the roles of men and women. He was eventually banned from all major social media platforms before being welcomed back to Twitter last year after businessman Elon Musk took over the platform.

Prosecutors allege that Tate, his brother, and the two other women created an organized crime group to recruit, house, and sexually exploit women by forcing them to create pornographic content to be placed on websites for a cost.

Romanian authorities say they have so far identified six women who were allegedly sexually exploited by the suspects and that they were tricked into exploitation under false promises of marriages or relationships with genuine feelings of love.

The victims were allegedly taken to buildings in Ilfov county, which surrounds Budapest, and subjected to acts of physical violence and mental coercion, prosecutors allege.
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‘The Fabelmans,’ ‘Banshees’ Win Top Awards at the Golden Globes
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The Golden Globes returned to the air Tuesday with a red carpet flush with celebrities, comedian Jerrod Carmichael as a hesitant emcee and top awards for Steven Spielberg’s “The Fabelmans” and Martin McDonagh’s “The Banshees of Inisherin,” as the beleaguered award show sought to rekindle its pre-pandemic and pre-scandal glamour.

Spielberg’s autobiographical coming-of-age film “The Fabelmans” won best drama film and the dark friendship tale “The Banshees of Inisherin,” captured best film, comedy or musical. “Abbott Elementary,” “White Lotus,” and “House of the Dragon” led the TV awards.

The Globes’ would-be comeback ended like many Globes ceremonies before it: with a triumphant Spielberg. For the fifth time, one of Spielberg’s films won a best picture Globe. Nominated 14 times by the Globes for best director, Spielberg also won the honor for the third time. He began by thanking his three sisters, his late father, and his late mother, Leah Adler (played by Michelle Williams in the film). “She is up there kvelling about this right now,” said Spielberg.

McDonagh’s “The Banshees of Inisherin” left with three awards, including best screenplay for McDonagh and best actor in a comedy for Colin Farrrell. Fourteen years earlier, Farrell won a Globe for McDonagh’s “In Bruges,” which likewise paired him with Brendan Gleeson. In his remarks, Farrell thanked the playwright, his castmates, his children, and the film’s donkey, Jenny.

The first award went to Ke Huy Quan, the former child star of “Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom,” for best supporting actor in “Everything Everywhere All at Once.” A clearly emotional Quan, who had left acting years before directors Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert cast him in their multiverse tale, thanked them for his second act.

“More than 30 years later, two guys thought of me,” said Quan. “They remembered that kid. And they gave me the opportunity to try again.”

Michelle Yeoh, the star of “Everything Everywhere At Once,” also won, for best actress in a comedy or musical. The Malaysian-born Yeoh was just the second female actor of Asian descent to win in the category, after her “Crazy Rich Asian” costar Awkwafina, who won for “The Farewell” in 2020. “Forty years,” the 60-year-old Yeoh said. “Not letting go of this.”

Possibly Yeoh’s stiffest competition at the Academy Awards, Cate Blanchett of “Tár,” won best actress on the drama side. Blanchett, in production, wasn’t in attendance to pick up her fourth Globe. (Also absent was Kevin Costner, best-actor winner in a drama series for “Yellowstone.” Presenter Regina Hall said he was sheltering in place in Santa Barbara due to flooding.)

Angela Bassett, a likely Oscar frontrunner, won best supporting actress for her performance in “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever.”

“Weeping may come in the evening, but joy comes in the morning,” Bassett said, referencing the loss of “Black Panther” star Chadwick Boseman.

Best actor was an upset. Austin Butler won for his performance in Baz Luhrmann’s “Elvis.” The favorite in the category has arguably been Brendan Fraser for “The Whale.” Ahead of the Globes, Fraser said he would not attend because “my mother didn’t raise a hypocrite.” In 2018, Fraser said he was groped in 2003 by longtime HFPA member Philip Berk. Berk, who is no longer an HFPA member, denied it.

Mike White’s HBO series “White Lotus” won for best limited or anthology series. Fresh off her dramatic finale, Jennifer Coolidge gave one of the night’s lengthiest and warmest speeches while accepting the award for best supporting actress in a limited series.

“Even if this is the end, you sort of changed my life in a million different ways,” Coolidge told White. “My neighbors are speaking to me, things like that.”

The public school sitcom “Abbott Elementary” came in the lead TV nominee and took home three awards, including best comedy series. Quinta Brunson, the show’s creator and star, won best actress in a comedy series, and Tyler James Williams won for his supporting role.

“It has resonated with the world in a way that I couldn’t even have imagined it would have,” said Brunson as she thanked the studios that backed her vision. “But let’s be real. I did imagine it. That’s why I sold it to you.”

Best drama series went to “Game of Thrones” prequel “House of the Dragon.”

“Naatu Naatu” from the Telugu sensation “RRR, ” won best song over the likes of Rihanna and Taylor Swift.

The red carpet (colored gray this year) was just as crammed with decked-out stars as ever ahead of the ceremony Tuesday, including Bassett in glittering silver and Lily James in a long-flowing red dress. Whether viewers also returned remains to be seen.

The Globes were plunged into chaos shortly before a largely remote pandemic 2021 awards show when a Los Angeles Times report revealed that the HFPA, then numbering 87 members, had no black members.

Stars and studios boycotted last year’s ceremony, which NBC opted not to televise, saying the Hollywood Foreign Press Association needed time to make “meaningful reform.”

Tom Cruise, whose “Top Gun: Maverick” was nominated for best picture, drama, famously returned his three Golden Globe awards after the HFPA revelations.

Under mounting pressure, the HFPA pledged to reform, diversified its membership and changed some of the ways it operates. It now has 96 members, including six black members, along with 103 nonmember voters. Billionaire Todd Boehly purchased the Globes through his Eldridge Industries, and has begun turning the nonprofit group into a for-profit company.

Reaction to the Globe nominations last month was muted. But much of the industry turned out Tuesday. Eddie Murphy and Ryan Murphy received tributes. Sean Penn introduced a message from Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

“There will be no third World War,” Zelenskyy said in a taped message, predicting Russia’s defeat. “It is not a trilogy.”

When the Globes were on the brink, NBC reworked its deal with the HFPA into a one-year contract and moved the show to Tuesday from its regular Sunday night spot. That meant the Globes were essentially put on a one-year audition to recapture its awards-season perch.

As it has for most award shows, viewership to the Globes telecast has cratered. After the 2020 awards were watched by 18.4 million, the 2021 edition managed just 6.9 million, according to Nielsen. Still, the Globes remain a valuable marketing tool for awards contenders, propping up ads for films in the long stretch between the holidays and the Oscars, which will air on March 12.
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Trump Announces Death of Entertainer Lynnette ‘Diamond’ Hardaway at 51
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Former President Donald Trump has announced the death of social media personality and entertainer Lynette Hardaway, better known as “Diamond” from the “Diamond and Silk” sister duo.

Trump made the announcement in a statement on Truth Social on Jan. 9 where he said that Hardaway, 51, had died at her home in North Carolina and was accompanied by her sister “Silk,” also known as Herneitha Rochelle Richardson.

The former president called Hardaway’s death “really bad news for Republicans and frankly, all Americans.”

“Our beautiful Diamond, of Diamond and Silk, has just passed away at her home in the State she loved so much, North Carolina,” Trump wrote. “Silk was with her all the way, and at her passing. There was no better team anywhere, or at any time! Diamond’s death was totally unexpected, probably her big and precious heart just plain gave out. Rest In Peace our magnificent Diamond, you will be greatly missed!”

Diamond and Silk’s official Twitter account also confirmed Hardaway’s death on Monday, writing that the world “just lost a True Angel and Warrior Patriot for Freedom, Love, and Humanity!”

[image: Epoch Times Photo] President Donald Trump greets sisters Lynnette Hardaway and Rochelle Richardson, also known as Diamond and Silk, during a “Presidential Social Media Summit” in the East Room of the White House in Washington on July 11, 2019. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


‘Please Pray for Diamond’

The account states that donations can be made to a memorial fundraiser page at a crowdfunding website.

No further details regarding the cause of Hardaway’s death were provided, however in November Richardson had asked her Twitter followers to pray for her sister.

“Anyone who believes in the power of prayer please pray for Diamond,” Richardson wrote at the time, without providing further details.

MyPillow founder Mike Lindell, who hosted a video series for the sisters, told The Daily Beast that Hardaway had been sick prior to her death on Monday.

Hardaway and Richardson shot to fame in 2016 thanks to their social media videos sharing their support for Trump’s White House bid. The sisters, previously longtime Democrats, had remained loyal to Trump since and were present at Mar-a-Lago when he announced his 2024 bid.

NBC News reported that the duo went on to land their own contributor jobs on Fox News’ Fox Nation but were later pulled from the network in 2020 after questioning the number of COVID-19 deaths on air.

They later went on to get their own show, “Diamond and Silk Crystal Clear” on Newsmax TV, which aired on Saturday nights. The final episode was filmed on Dec. 15.

[image: Epoch Times Photo] Lynette “Diamond” Hardaway and Rochelle “Silk” Richardson in their YouTube show. (Screenshot via The Epoch Times)


Republicans Pay Tribute to Diamond

According to Diamond and Silk’s official Facebook page, the sisters most recently hosted a show on Lindell’s social media platform FrankSpeech, where they spoke about the “January 6th Political Prisoner, Troy Smocks.”

A number of other Republican leaders took to social media on Monday to share their condolences following news of Hardaway’s passing, including Rep. Richard Hudson (R-N.C.) who wrote on Twitter that her death was “sad news.”

“We mourn the loss of Diamond from Diamond and Silk who passed away in her home in North Carolina. Join us in praying for her family,” Hudson wrote.

Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.) also called Hardaway’s death “very sad news” on Twitter alongside a screenshot of Trump’s tribute.

Elsewhere, political commentator Tudor Dixon wrote on Twitter: “My heart breaks upon hearing of the tragic loss of our friend Diamond. Her personality was bigger than life with an infectious faith that undoubtedly led thousands to Christ. Her love for this country was strong and true. Rest in Peace beautiful lady. Prayers for Silk and family.”

Father Frank Pavone, leader of the pro-life organization Priests for Life, shared a photo of himself alongside the two sisters on Twitter, writing: “May she Rest In Peace. And may all of us follow her example of being outspoken advocates of freedom, unafraid to stand for the greatness of America and unafraid to criticize those who want to destroy it.”
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Spielberg, ‘Top Gun’ Feted by National Board of Review
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NEW YORK—The prize for best film of the year at the National Board of Review Awards went to “Top Gun: Maverick.” Martin McDonagh’s “The Banshees of Inisherin” took home the most trophies. But the night belonged to its best-director honoree, Steven Spielberg, and the parade of tributes paid to the 76-year-old filmmaker.

So effusive was the praise for Spielberg that Colin Farrell, there to accept the award for best actor for his performance in “The Banshees of Inisherin,” said the experience of first watching “E.T.” was the most euphoric of his life, ranking it even above the births of his two children.

“I’m glad this isn’t televised,” said Farrell.



[image: Colin Farrell] Best actor honoree Colin Farrell attends the National Board of Review Awards Gala at Cipriani 42nd Street in New York on Jan. 8, 2023. (Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)



Despite the lack of a broadcast from Cipriani’s 42 Street in midtown Manhattan, the National Board of Review Awards have long been a regular and starry stop in Hollywood’s awards season. This year’s ceremony, hosted Sunday for the seventh time by Willie Geist, came right in the thick of a battery of big dates on the Oscar calendar. The Golden Globes are Tuesday, the Screen Actor Guild nominations are Wednesday, and voting for the Academy Awards starts Thursday.

That meant that the National Board of Review (NBR) Awards, put on by a long-running group of film enthusiasts, was a chance to stoke buzz and polish acceptance speeches. The National Board of Review makes it easier, too, by announcing winners in advance and pairing each with a lavish introduction from a collaborator or friend.

Gabriel LaBelle, who plays a fictionalized version of young Spielberg in “The Fabelmans” and was honored for breakthrough performance along with Danielle Deadwyler of “Till,” similarly described the life-changing nature of a call from Spielberg.

“I feel like I’m in debt, like I owe you, like I owe you my first born child or something,” LaBelle said, still in apparent disbelief at his turn of fate. “I don’t know how I’ll ever pay you back.”

When Spielberg took the stage, the crowd rose in a standing ovation.

“My whole career in all the films I’ve directed—my job, as I have seen it—is as the accompanist and the conductor to whoever or whatever should be the center of your attention,” he said. “But when it came time for me to sit down with Tony Kushner to explore the possibilities of a story that became ‘The Fabelmans,’ I realized for the first time that I couldn’t take cover behind a mothership or a T-Rex or a big mechanical shark that never worked.”

Much has been made about “The Fabelmans” being Spielberg’s most personal film, a classification he didn’t dispute. Though he noted that every movie, in any genre, can be personal to a director, Spielberg said making his latest “was like moving back in with my parents and my sisters.”

“You say you can’t go home again? Oh, no. That’s wrong. You can go home again,” he said.

Though Spielberg is renowned as a hit-maker, “The Fabelmans” has struggled to ignite at the box office with just $15.1 million worldwide, sapping some of its Oscar momentum.

Meanwhile, the awards hopes for a pair of theatrical successes—“Top Gun: Maverick” and “Everything Everywhere All at Once”—have risen. “Top Gun” star Tom Cruise didn’t attend Sunday, but producer Jerry Bruckheimer applauded him while accepting for best film.

“Simply put: He’s a force of nature,” Bruckheimer said. “A man with one goal: to entertain audiences.”

After being introduced by her “Crazy Rich Asians” co-star Awkwafina, “Everything Everywhere All at Once” star Michelle Yeoh accepted the award for best actress.

Best supporting actress went to Janelle Monáe for the whodunit sequel “Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery.” Her introduction came from Benoit Blanc, himself: Daniel Craig. “Are you kidding me?” Monáe exclaimed. “You guys got [expletive] James Bond?”

“When Janelle floats, when she glides into a room, the chemicals in the air change,” Craig said of his “Glass Onion” co-star. “When I had the privilege of working with her, every day she lifted me up.”

Brendan Gleeson, who stars opposite Farrell in “The Banshees of Inisherin,” wasn’t there to accept his award for best supporting actor, though Farrell read a letter from him. Gleeson remarked on the success of Martin McDonagh’s movie: “Happy days for a sad film.”

McDonagh was also honored with the award for best original screenplay. Oscar Isaac, who stars in the playwright’s next film, introduced McDonagh by recalling his first meeting with him at a London pub, an encounter that ended in the two sharing mushrooms. Once he reached the stage, McDonagh thanked Isaac “for revealing only one of my drug preferences.”

McDonagh then made one of the night’s most pointed remarks, applauding his film’s distributor, Searchlight Pictures, for giving him no notes on the screenplay: “Which is probably why I’m up here tonight.”
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Commentary

Football is a major topic of discussion right now, as fans process Damar Hamlin’s startling medical emergency and anticipate the finals later this month. If modern football is too much for you, but you still enjoy the game, you may want to escape the news cycle with a classic film about the beloved sport. Personally, I’m not a sports fan, but I enjoy many old movies which are centered around athletic events. One of my favorite films about football is “Good News” from 1947.

This is a Technicolor musical comedy, made in the grand style which only MGM could produce during Hollywood’s Golden Era. It features MGM stars June Allyson and Peter Lawford as its leading couple, with Broadway performers Patricia Marshall and Joan McCracken in supporting roles.

This film’s nostalgia is twofold, since it’s a 75-year-old movie which had a 20-year-old setting when it was released. As the opening credits describe, “This story takes you way, way back to another era – 1927. That was the year they were dancing the Charleston – The year Coolidge did not choose to run – The year Will Rogers was elected mayor of Beverly Hills – The year of ‘flaming youth’ – When a girl was a flapper – and a boy was a sheik.”

A College Story

“Good News” takes place exclusively at Tait College, a fictional American college, which looks like a pretty fun place to get an education. Like most colleges, Tait loves its football team, making its players big men around the campus. The team’s star is Tommy Marlowe (Lawford), a ladies’ man who thinks he’s the cat’s pajamas. Every girl at the Phi Gamma Gamma sorority wants to be his girl except newcomer Pat McClellan (Marshall), a snooty finishing school transferee who is looking for a man with lots of wealth “of culture.” When she completely snubs him, he makes it his goal to impress her by speaking French, a language she frequently speaks to seem refined.
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Tommy signs up for a French class, but he decides he needs some private study, as well. At the library, he befriends assistant librarian Connie Lane (Allyson), an intelligent language student who has admired him from afar for years. They bond over a musical French lesson, but she’s disgusted that he still wants to use his newfound knowledge to impress Pat. Meanwhile, high-strung Coach Johnson (Donald MacBride) is concerned that Tommy’s obsession with French and pursuit of Pat will hurt his performance on the field.

Tommy isn’t the only football player with heart troubles. Bulky “Beef” (Loren Tindall) is always sulking about his sweetheart Babe Doolittle (McCracken), but he’s trying to solve his problems by studying psychology. He has good reason to worry about Babe, since the energetic flapper has fallen for the skinny benchwarmer on the team, Bobby Turner (Ray McDonald), who is terrified of Beef. As Babe navigates her strategy with the two men, her best friend and roommate Connie wonders if Tommy will ever realize that his budding relationship with her is the real thing.

Making Movie Magic

“Good News” had a rocky journey to the big screen. The story started as a 1927 Broadway musical by the same name, which introduced popular hits “Button Up Your Overcoat,” “You’re the Cream in My Coffee,” and “Life is Just a Bowl of Cherries.” The successful play was first adapted to the screen by MGM as “Good News” in 1930, resulting in a pre-Code film that received mixed reviews. Ten years later, MGM planned to remake the story as a backyard musical starring Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland, continuing the pair’s success after “Babes in Arms” (1938). The lovable song and dance duo would make three more such musicals, in addition to three pairings in Andy Hardy films, but “Good News” was not one of them. I love this film just as it is, but it would have been a perfect pairing for Rooney and Garland, even if the diminutive Mickey was a little small for a football player!

The production was again mounted in 1947. This time, Van Johnson was initially considered for the male lead, but he was ultimately replaced with Peter Lawford. Although Lawford felt a little insecure about his singing and dancing abilities, he was frequently cast in musicals, and he knew better than to question the wishes of the studio executives. Gloria de Haven wasn’t so wise, since she refused to play Pat McClellan, a role she deemed insignificant, and was put on suspension by the studio as a result. Many songs from the original play were used in the movie, particularly the less famous ones which served the story well. In addition, two new songs, “Pass That Peace Pipe” and “The French Lesson,” were written by studio songwriters specifically to be numbers in this film.

“Good News” doesn’t have any huge musical movie stars, so it relies instead on clever group numbers, where cast members trade verses to progress the story. Tommy tells Bobby how to be a playboy in “Be a Ladies’ Man,” and they are soon joined by several other male students as they sing and dance around the campus. In the first scene at the sorority house, all the principal cast members sing about being “Lucky in Love,” introducing us to the main characters and central relationships of the story in one cute song. “Pass That Peace Pipe” is an elaborate dance number in the soda shop which has little bearing on the plot but offers Joan McCracken and Ray McDonald a chance to show off their dancing skills. One of my favorite numbers is “The French Lesson,” when Connie gives Tommy a musical crash course in French vocabulary in the library. This number is adorably clever and especially interesting after you learn that Peter Lawford was a fluent French speaker, so he taught June Allyson the pronunciation before they filmed the number! An extra gold nugget in this movie is 22-year-old Mel Tormé, who plays a student with just a few lines. The famous jazz singer sings a few verses in group numbers, but his beautiful, velvety voice gets to shine on “The Best Things in Life are Free.”
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Football and the Good Old Days

This movie’s opening says that it is set in the Roaring Twenties, but the college youth we see are hardly “flaming.” The culture of the 1920s is about as accurate as the costuming. Slang, cars, technology, and certain cultural references indicate the era, but this is clearly the 1920s through the lens of the 1940s. By 1947, the flippant, comical depictions of loose “modern” lifestyles which were common in movies in the 1920s and early 30s were no longer acceptable. Since 1934, Hollywood had pledged to make all films decent and wholesome for audiences of all ages and backgrounds by following the Motion Picture Production Code.

The Code was going strong in 1947, and its influence throughout the 1930s and 40s had heavily shaped the film industry by the time “Good News” was made. When people went to see a lighthearted musical, they expected it to be clean, wholesome entertainment the whole family could enjoy. This college-themed movie lives up to those standards, using the colorful style of the 1920s as an interesting backdrop without including the loose behavior which accompanied it.

If you want to see football as an old-fashioned, rough and tumble game played in the fresh air by clean-scrubbed young men, I suggest you watch “Good News.” It’s a fun musical celebration of this Americana athletic game, but it also teaches important lessons about life. Excelling at football or any other athletic activity is a fine pursuit for a young man, as long as he doesn’t forget about learning, exploring, and valuing the important things in life.

Views expressed in this article are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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